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iﬂr of tha plo::nt forvrard that Indian troops
havé-deen dupatohod to China to
'hcnm' protect the lives of nearly a thou-
Indians, it is useful to know the nuwtber of
#rg among them. Answering a question in the
mbly fn August 1925, Mr. Burdon said in his
r that the total number of Indian troops
oned in China was 859, These are not paid out
odinn revenues, Some of these troops are
oyed to safeguard the British interests in
[nternational Conraeession at Shanghai which
verned largely by the British and the Japanese.
mdian troops were used to shoot the Chinese in
Shanghai strike of 1925. These truops are
ly Sxkha. who, in the words of Mr. Bertrand
“play the same part as the Qossacks play-
Tsurist Russia.” No Iodian can possibly
any sense of kinship or sympithy with these
enaries who deserve the fate to whioh their
egion may condemn $hem. Furbher, it is in-
ting to note that Shanghsi is a city divided
thres parts, the Chinese City, the French
ession and the Internatioral Concession.
ce has not despsbshed troops to pafeguard
Conoession nor ‘has she nsed the position
er Indo-Chinese- Ggeny 8s a pretex to send
nnd destroyer&»ﬁs 2 puzely defenwn

'."' N ' ‘:‘ '-i':.i,.', Vi

-

Conference promiged no more than & ;evision of
extra-territoriality and an effeotive § per cent. cus-
toms tariff. What China demands to-day, and
very rightly too, are the abolition of extraterritori-
ality and complete tariff autonomy. Col. Amery
in his recent speech enumerated the various bene-
fits that China has derived from the foreigners in
general and foreign oconcessions in particular.
The latter, he said, are examples to the Chinese
in developing their own municipal systems
on modern lines. The Colonial Secretary, how-
ever, did not say Ywhat precisely is the
relation between the municipal administration
and the gunboats,” It appears that the Chinaege
have learnt more lessons from the latter than
the former, Oriental parvarsuyl

* * %

UNLIEE itz immediate predecessor, the prese-ht '

Bengal Legislative Council has pas- -
sed the necessary provision for
Miniaters' salaries: buf the chano:s of a gtable
Ministry there do not at the moment appear to be
partioularly bright. In order to hold the soales _
even, Lord Lytton decided to appoint only two

instoad of thres Ministers, one a Hindu and the
other a Mahomedan, In his quest for Ministers,
he hit upon Sir Abdur Rahim who was appoinfed -
Obisf Minister on the understanding that his ool~
league would be a Hindu; but having failed to find -
s Hindu to accept office with bim, Sir Abdur -
Rahim resigned, after only four day’s tenure of

Bengal Ministry.

u Hinuterst. I Franoe is noted for very nhor#-lived
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ministries; but ii; {5 doubiful if even she can

furnish an instance of ‘& Ministry of such short

duration as was that of Sir Abdur Rahim. Mr. B
Chakravarti and Mr. A. K. Gaznavi have since been
appointed Ministers ; but the Mahomedaus, irritat-
ed at Sir Abdur Rahim’sdiscomfiture owing, as they
seem to think, to sheer oussedness of Hindus, are
apparently bent upon making it too hot for the

Mahomedan Minister to continue in office much:

longer. Whether they will eventually succeed in
their object time will show. In the meantime Do
means are apared to induce Mr. Gaznavi to send
in his resignation. Soon after his appointment
orowds of students surrounded his residense and
begged him to resign; whils public meetings of
" his co-religionists have repeatsd the same request
perhaps with greater vehemence. And the latest
report is that he has been recsiving threatening
letters, which have pecessitated special police pre-
oautions for his safety. We have so for not been
told whether joint responsibility binds the two
Ministers together ; but if it does and if the Maho-
medan Minister ultimately yields to public press-
ure, Mr, Chakravarti will also kave to go with him,
And Lord Lytton will in that case be hard pat to it
to find people to take charge of transforred depart-
ments,
* + ] &+

THE questicn of prohibition has recently received
so much public attention that no
_fresh argument now remaine to be
adduced either for or agsminst it.
And when debates on such hackneyed subjects ars
sought to be started in the Councils, public
education will hardly suffer by the question being
st once put to vote. The eaving in time thus
effected will, in our opinion, more than counter-
balance any possible loss consequent upon this
innovation. The recent excise debate in the U. P.
Council was noticeable for nothing s0 much as the
subtle distinction the KExcise Minister tried to
make batween total abstinence and .total prohibi-
tion. We are sure the atiempt will be loet on the
goneral public who will, in spite of the Minister's
explanation, fail to see how the one diffars
from the other. If, as Mr. Chintamani pointed out,
the Minister had no difficulty in- aoccepting the
amendment which wanted Government * to bring
about abstinence from liquor as speedily as possible™
especially by a resort to local option, he might as
woll have accepted the original resolution whish
sought to commit Government to total prohibition.
In his zeal to presenf his Government in the
most favourable light in this matter, the presant
. Home Member, who was onoce KExoise Minister,
asserted on the strength of “ his past experience **
that " total prohibition did pnot come within the
purview of practical politios.” Another of his
objectionable statements was that * tha polioy of
the Government had given better reau]ts in redue-
ing consumption than the steps anggested in
this resolution ocould ever do.” This; strikes us

‘Bxcise Debate
inU. P,

JR—— -

as somowhat too sweeping, It may be a faol, as’
he eays, that consumption in U. P. had gone

‘down by 60 p. c. during the last six yoars, that

shops had decreased by 42 p, 6, and that the in-
ocidence of excise revenue in U. P. was the lowest
among Indian provinces, being only 44 annas
per head. All this is oreditable, so far as i®#
goes ; but what ground has he for saying that such
wonderful achiavements as he c¢laims for his owd
Government’s policy are impossible of attainment
by any other method ? And when he talks of reduc-
tion of consumption by 60 p.c., will he tell un
which is his basio year? The Ministe_r having ehown
hig partiality for total abstinence,
would doubtless watch with keen interest the sfeps
he may take to pravent the entry into U. P, of
foreign spirits, which are a central subjeot'._
. R B BN

ONE of the stock arguments against the grant of
constititional reforms to this coun~
try is that tho interests of the rural
masses would not be properly looked
after. by their. more educated countrymen. The
hollowness of.the plea has been exposed times
without number and the history of the National
Congress and the lives of our political leaders fur-
pish an irrefutable auswer to it. If further proqf
were needed, -it is supplied by the resolution re-
cently passed by the U. P. Legislative Council
urging the need of rural reconstruction. When-

Rural Recon-
struction.

ever popular reprasentatives have pressed for -bets’

tering the condition of the masses and making
their lot tolerable, their efforte are thwarted by the
bureaucracy on the excuse of want of funds. The
present oocasion was no exception to the general
rule. During the debate on the resolution elaborate
statistios were given with the object of showing
that the Government was doing ifs best for them
and the familiar plea of want of funds was again
trotted out. This shows conclusively that whatever
the bureaucratic champions of the masses may say,
their real friends are their own educated country-

maen.
» * *

MR. MAHAMAD ALI has made superlatives his
. normal vehiole of expression, We
mm amad AH admire his heroism and feel a little
timid ourselves. At Gauhati he
would do nothing short of washing with his own
blood the erime of the murder of Swami Shraddha-
nand. At Delhi this fierce resolution was shrink~
ing down t¢o common human proportions of
routine life. China has given him ooccasion to
be his superlative self again, He would lay
himself down before the train cearrying Indian
troops to fight against China. Woe fervently hope
that he will do nothing of the kind and oontinue
enlightening the Indian publioc with the lateat.
cansus figures of moslematin Latvia, Para 1and
Guatemals and their intimate relation with Indian
nationalism,

thd publie -

1



s

o

11>9051

, FEBRUARY 8, 1927, ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

647

—

ABOLITION OF- COMMISSIONERSHIPS.
THE rocent debate in the U. P. Legislative Counoil
an the question of abolition of Commissionershipa

. showed once again the Government in the unenvi-

able position of defending the indefensible. The
Oounoil carried by a very large majority the
amended resolution recommending the reduction of
Jthe present number of Commissioners of ten to five.
The Finance Member in opposing the resolution

- said that the Government had pot the requisite local

" knowladge and experience and could not keep in

constant intimate touch with the local officers and
that the Commissioners performed useful functions
‘in thip respeot. He further said that after observ
Ing the effeot of the new tenanoy legislation on the
:number of revenue appeals to Commissioners’ sourts,
the*Government would recommend the abolition of

 uNnecessary Commissionerships. It will be recalled

that the Committee appointed by the U. P. Govern-
ment in 1922 to considar the question of abolition
or reduction of Commissionerships recommended
unanimously & reduotion from ten to five, The
tenanoy legislation passed sinoce then makes the
case for reduction or abolition still stronger to-day,
a8 the result expeoted from this legislation is a re-
duction of revenue appsal oages. The Finance
Member’s plea that the Commissioners help the
‘Government to keep in constant touch with local
officors is really hollow. Considering the same
quegtion, the Bengal Ratrenchment Committee
observed, “Wae are not convinced that it would not
be better for Government to be in more direo:
touch with the Distriet Officers by whom the work
is actoally done. It is olearly uneconomioal to
interpose a Commissioner between & Distzriot O fficer
and Government unless the Commissioner makes
an original ocontribution to the matter in hand,
and, we are told, that in regard to an appreciable
portion of correspondence this cannot be said to be
the case, Woe foel that where advios is received
by Government from a Commissioner in regard to
Distriot work, it amounts at best to a ascond opi-
nion, The first opinion comes from $he Distriot
officer who has intimate knowledge of looal condi-
tions and feelings.” There is no reason to believe
that those remarks do not apply to other provinces,
In this conneotion, it will be remembared that
there are 42 Divisional Commissioners in the
whole of India ineluding Sind and Burma and
that a sum varying from 35 to 40 lakhs of Rupees
is annually spent on these officersa and their
establishments, As a measure of economy almost
every provincial legislatuare has recommendad
their abolition. Commiitess were appointed in
six provinces to consider the question of their
reduction or abolition and all the Ratrench.
ment Committees whioh were appointed in several
provinceg soon after the Reformed Comstitution

came into operation recommended either their

abolition or reduction, ‘ .

Whatever justification there may have been |

for the retention of these posts be‘ors the Reforms,
itmay be certainly aaid that they are quite su-

.ted by. the vote of the legislature,

perfluous under the new constitution of the Pro-
vinces, The transferred departments ara now ad-
ministered by Ministers whose policies are regula-
The District
Officers and the Commiesioners have now very
little, if any, part in the framing of policy. The
District Officers under the transferred departments
carry out the policy laid down by the Ministry
and do not thus need tha advice of a Commissionan,
Even on the reserved side of the administration

' all important matters and proposed legislation are

subjeot to joint disoussion of the Government and
the help of a Commissioner a8 an adviser is no
longer needed by the Distriot Officers, The Commiss .
sioners are thus, as the Hon’bla Mr, B, P. Standen
observed io the U. P, Legislative’ Council, * altoge~
ther out of place in a picture of the Reform Govern-
ment. ** The work of the Commissioners such as

' they perform now oan be well distributed to a very

Iarge extont among distriet officers as suggested
by the various Retrenchmeunt Committees. The
removal ‘of this none too useful intermediate au-
thority will result in the strengthening of the
district officers and their responsibility will be
less obscured. _

Replying to & guestion in the Assembly in Sep-
tember 1925, the Home Member said that the
Government of India had informed the Loocal
Gavernments that while they were unable to agree
to the abolition of Divisional Commissionerships
generally, they will be prepared %o consider on
their merits proposals for the raduction of any
particular posts, This decision of the Government
of India is entirely opposed to the non-official opi«
nion in the country, as it implies that the retention
of these posta meede mno justifioation, Whilae
publio opinion demands that Coiwmmissionerships
should be abolished except where as in Sind,
special ciroumstances may require ifs re-
tention, the Government of Iaodia adopt the
raverse attitude- and say that =all these posts
should be maintained exoept where their su-
perfluity is proved, Now whatever the duties the
Commissionera of a partioular Province perform,
they are of an identical nature in the different Di-
visions of the Province and it oannot be expeofed
that the post of Commissioner of a Division will
be considered superfluous while the same post
in the adjoining or other Division is considerad -
nocessary. The Government of Assam, for insfance,
oannot recommend the abolition of the Commis«
sionership of Surma Valley without condemning the
same post in Assam Valloy to ‘the same fata, We
are prepared to believe that there may be a case or
two where retention of the post may be consider-
ed advisable. But, speaking generally, there.is no
room for Divisional Commissionerships in the pre-
sent administrative system of the Provinoss. The
provineial exchequers are. mot over-flowing with -
money and the saving of a fow lakhs-will be far
better used in the promotion of rural eanitation
and primary education tnaa wasted on these su~,
pernumerary poste]
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AGRICULTURE AND THE ROYAL
COMMISSION.
VI

THE apathy of landowners towards farming was
mentioned in the evidence at Caloutta. This is due
here, a8 elsawhere, to the practice prevalent in all
parts of what ia called absentee landlordism. In
certain parts of the country more than in others,
this practice pradominates and that is due to the
faot that the holdings of individuals are compara-
tively more extensive, In such cases it has hap-
pened that the landlord has shifted his centra of in-
terest to the city gradually, till at the present
time he vigits his lands only when rent has to be
oollected, if he doea not delegate this work to an
employee of his, The raason for this gradua)l mig-
ration Is manifold. Tt usually is due in the firat
place to the want of facilities for education in the
rural parts. The younger members of the family
have therefore to go to the cities for education and
in course of time an establishment will come to be
maintained in the eity for their benefit. By fre-
quent visits to the city entailed by this, the other
members acquire a taste for citylife and then the
t ransference of the landlord’s habitation from the
village to the town ia complete. In the case of the
smaller landlords it is often a case of sapplement-
ing the meagre and, in years of adverse rainfall, in-
sufficient income from the land, by work of some
port in the cities. Then again there is the oase of
the young man goiag to tae city for education and
finding employmeat in the oity afterwards. Once
a man drifte into the oity, it often gets very hard
for him to return to the ocountry. The time ia
coming, however, when the evil of this process will
be fully realised and active measures taken to
ecorreot it
A proper and lasting isolution of the problem
can only result from a proper diagnosis, In the
light of what has been said above, the provision of
adequate facilities for the eduoation of boys, say
up to the matrioulation standard, in raral centres
~will in some measure prevent the acquisition of a
taste for ity life among some boys at least. The
value that has so far been attached to college edu-
oation as & means of seouring luorative appoint-
ments, is now coming to be reocognised as having
been disproportionate, and a fuller realisation of
the true values of the different grades of education
fs sure to result in not only stopping this migra-
tion to the oities, but also to turn the current back
towarde the countey. It is needless to say that
some readjustment will have to be made in the
ourricula followed in our schools, and that agricul-
tural sducation must be given its proper place. It

is pleasing to note that for the firat time in the |

course of the evidence we find emphasized the nesd
for the establishment of fully equipped .agricul-
tural colonies all over the provinoes,

" The neceesity of each province having its own
complete acientific staff was emphatioally brought
out and it was further stated that there was no

necessity specially to increase the research staff of
the Government of India. Ashas been gaid before,

‘some sort of corelation and ooordination is neces-

sary among the various provinces and this work
oan proper!y be done by the Government of India.
One important step may be taken with advantage,
and that is the establishment of a Central Bureaun
to keep in touch with all provincial departments,
to collect all useful information, and to embody
such knowledge in periodical publications to be
distributed as widely as possible. While the pub-
lication - of matters of purely provincial interest
may be loft to looal departments, matters of gene-
ral interest may with advantage be published by
the Bureau in bulletin form, somewhat on the lines
of the “ Farmer's Bulletin ™ issued by the U, S. A.
Government,

The popular complaint that one often comes
across, that the Agricultural Department is top
heavy, fhat it is unpopular with cultivators, that
its officers donot do their work properly, found
expression in the Calcutia evidence. While it is
imposeible to refute accusations of this kind with-
out going into minute detail,~and that cannot be
done here,~~a general indication might be given to
ehow the reason for the existence of such beliefs
in certain minds. In work of the kind that has to
be done by agricultural departments, it is nataral
that the first item that claims attention is reses-
roh or expsrimental work, This domands the
services of the best intellects available, for on
the soundness of this work depends the gtability
of the whole fabrio that is going to be built on it.
The obtaining of results which can be utilised
by the oultivatore takes some time, and these two
combined give the impression to the lay mind that
the Agricultural Departmeunt is top heavy. It has
to be conosded that there may be stray instanoes
where greater staff is maintained than is absolute-
ly mnecessary and more expense inourred, but a
general charge like that is hardly fair. Coming to
the work of the distriot officers, it must be reco-
gnised that the work that hae to be done is enor-
mous and that all departments grew from small
beginnings. The result was that a very smsll num-
ber of men had o do a very large amount of work
over a'very wide area. The beginning had to be
made somewhsera and naturally enough, it was
made in the places most easily accessible. As th
number of officers for this work incremses, as it is
increasing, places hitherto not reached will be
taken up, and with the improvement in communi-
oations, we oan look forward to seeing all places
roached at no distant date. With regard to the
farms again, the first farms to be started were all
naturally experimental farms, and these were not
started with the idea that they would serve as
model buginess farms. We have now reached a
stage when we ¢an utilise the knowledge gained
on the experimental farms and start other farms
as purely, business propositions. An urgent need
of the oountry ig the.establishment of seed farms
and as these oan and ought to be run as business
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as far as possibtle. At the same time facilities
ought to be given to private people to try onmt
methoda found useful on experimental farms.
Centralication was the keynote of the evi-
dence given at Puta, Two lines of organisation
have been suggested, one of having a strong cen-
iral board having executive authorily over and
being in charge of all research work and having
wontrol of funds for financing research. This is
what might be called resl centralisation, The
olher is, having a central advisory board consist.
ing of officers from all provinces, to discues and
suggest the research work that should be underiaken
in the various provinces. A larger body of opinion
seems to favour tke latter course, It may not
be desirable to allow executive Iinterference in the
work of the provinoial departments by a central
board, but advice from a body consisting of provin

oial reprecentatives is likely to be very welcome, |

The very faot that a provincial represantative has
aocepted eome acherme, and also that no province is
likely to be coerced to undertake gomething which
its representative on the board has not accepted,
means that all source of friction will be eliminated.
Any money that any provincemay want in addi-
tion to grants by its own Government, can be allot-
ted for epeoinl work from funds under the com*.
2o} of the central board. How such funds can be
accumulaled, ia a matter for careful considers-
tion, Either a grant from the Government of
India may be asked for or a emall export duty
levied on sgricultursl prcduce and earmarked for
this purpose. _

Considering that there are extensive fracts in
India where the finest quality of sugarcane is
grown, it is regrettable that we are still depending
upon imported sugar to the extent of fifieen orores
of yupeee. With the help of the {mprovemerts in
machinery and methods of menufaciure of sugar,
with the increesing imporiance of alcohol for in-
dustrial purposes, the marufacture of sugar in this
oouniry is a y aying proposition. The reason pre-
venliog the establishment of more factories in
suitsble areas iseaid to be lack of enccuragement.
Ata time when various Governmexts in India are
embezking on extensive schemes for the develop-
ment of the naturel resources of the country, it ia
not too much to sek that a model tugar factory be
established in a suitalle tract to serve as an in-
ocentive to oapitaliste. Incidentally such a factory
oould sezve as & centre for recezrch in the techni-
que of sugar wanufacture, snd could train the men
needed for such factories.

Coming to the corsideration of Puga as a pro-
per centre fcr the trainir g of men suitable for werk
in the Indian Agricultural Fervige, the suggesiion
that some arrangementa be made for tte work at
Pusa to bercocgniced by ecme University and al-
Jowed to lead to & degree of D. Fo. or Po D. deserves
eareful copsideration. There is & general feeling
that tte bolding of a doctcr’s degree makes it
«beler for s man to get rromcticn to tke higher

ranks, and one must say that there Is some justifs.
cation for it. This suggestion, therefors, is worthy
of adoption and it may be appropriate thal such
degrees should be given by the Delhi University of
whioh tha chancsllor is the Viceroy, It is some-
thing to ba told that Pusa offers as good a training
as any institution outside Iudia, e0 far as recrnits
to the Indian Agricultural Servioe are concerned ;
but one cennos understand why such train‘ng
should ba suitable only for the Indian recruits. It
ie not quite infelligible what the ‘economio stana
dard’ is that should guide the seleotion of students}
but one hopes that it is not meant by this to ex-
clude the brilliant but poor student. A bystsm of
schelarshipe ought to get over this difficulty.
GUNDAPPA 8, KURPAD,

OUR PARLIAMENTARY LETTER.

(SPECIAL TO THE SERVANT OF INDIA AND THE WEEK.)
: Now Delhi, January 28,

FIRST IMPREGSIONS,

My first Impression of the third Assembly
which commenced its sitlings on Mondey last is
noue too favourabie. It may be that I sha'l have
to correct it later on, and I hope it will be a0, but
for the moment I muet record my personal disap=~
pointment of the high expectations I had formed
of thie Assembly. One misses some of the most
aciive sand infiuentiat members of the second
Arsembly. The loss of Sir Sivaswami Aiyer, who, I
understand, was unwilling to be renominated, is
absolutely irreccvern lo, the knowledge which he
brought to bear on the questions he handled and con~
sequently the weight which his utterances carried
were unequalled by similar qualities in the speech
of any other member, elected or nominated. Dowan
Babadur Ran«achariar is another member who will
be very sorely misged. The member who has ousted
him, Mr, S, Srinivasa Aiyvenegar, is perhaps even
more clever and subtle than Mr. Rangachariar, bug
I am afreid it is too much to expect that tbe for-
mer will give 28 much study to putlio quesiions as
the latter used to do, and it is our experience
that mere intelloctual power unaccompanied by a
olose and constant study does not take one very
far. From this point of view the replacement of
Diwan Bahadur Ramachandra Rau by Mr T.
Prakasam ie wholly to be deplored. In this case
one who has devoted the best part of his aotive
lifo $o an unremitting study of public affaire bas
been made to give place to one who has to begin
at the ve,y beginning, but who, it appears, will
never even begin., In speaking on the Steel
Protection Biil he made en exhibition of bimself,
of which even the Swer:j party, whioch peems
#o contemptuous of detailed- knowledge of any
subject, wiil be ashamed, The policy of “die-
crimipating protection” which the Governa
ment of India bave adopted was confounded
by him with the policy of “imperisl preof renas”
discriminating in favour of the British Ewptre
and againet extra-imperial countiries. The protec
tion whith is pioposed to te given to the steel
indusiry is restyicted for the present toseven years
(in cortract t: three years for which it was at first
given ); this appeared to the Swarajist member to
savour of the » pirit which prompts “step by step™

- policy in ounceditg self-goverument to India. Why

limit it to seven yeass ?, tue hon'tle memter cried;

' why in vur own coucntry should we subject our-

geivea 10 such timits of time ? How osn any man
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with & spark of self-respeot in him agree to such
a humiliating proposal? Such is the extent of the
knowledge of economics of this new reéruit to the
Swaraj party reiurned to the Assemb!y by a thum-
ping majority ; and after this declamation, when
the question was put, he quietly agreed to .it with-
out demur, overflowing with self-respect as he 1s |
The difference between him and My, Ramachandra
Rau is typical of the difference betwean the Swaraj
party and the Liberal party. The absence of Babu
:Bipin-Chandra Pal and Dr. Dutta will be felt to be
& severe handioap by the progresgive members of
the Aseembly. The ready wit and the originality
-and dindependent thinking of the former and
the thorough mastery of tbe subjecte in which
the latter ioterested himself and the courage
with whioh he espoused the popular cause ag
against the cause of the wealthy classes who
dominate the  Assembly were great assets
and the Assembly will certainly be rendered
poor:r by the loss of their services. I would
inot be understood by what I have said to
oast a reflection on Mr. Ratnaswamy Pillai, who
is nomipnat.d to represent Indian Christian ir-
terests ia the place of Dr. Dutta ; ‘the former is
however vet to make his mark and it is also feared
that Mr. Ratnaswamy will not be so accessible. to
forward-looking ideas as Dr, Dutta was, It is for
Mr. Ratnaswamy to give the lie to such a belief
by bis conduct. The Assembly, on the other hand,
has certainly derived an accession of strength by
the return of some new members, Without desiring
€o be invidicus, I shall mention only three nawes
which occur to me at the moment: Messrs.
Jayekar, Kunzru and Birla. The general ability
of Mr. Jayakar is undisputed and he will ever
ezercies a great influence on the side of reason
and commonsense in general politics, but bhis
atility a8 8 member of the legislatare will be
determined by the industry whieb he will briog
to the study of publio questions and that romains
as yet a doubttul factor. Pandit Hirdaynath
Kupzru's knowledge of political and economio
questions is even now very extensive, but of all
members he will easily be the most assiduous
student of public affairs, and the Gavernment will
soon fird in him a persistent critic who more than
anyono el-e will give them 8 few very bad hours
every sessiocn, Big business has secured & strenu-
ous and able champion in Mr. Ghanashyam Das
Birla, who by bis maiden Bpeech on Tuesday pro-
duced & very good impression on the House. How
one wiahes that the native ability of the Asiembly
members, which makes a great show in the maass,
were harnesse] to a gerious purpose and a capasity
for work | Ot the European membeys I will only
zefer to Mr. Arthur Moore, of whom much is ex-
pected as an ambaseador of unity between the
offioials and non-officials,
The first few daye were spent by membars
in forming grovups and alliances, There was a
faint attempt for some time at organising
au Opposition block from =all the mon-official
Indian membera irrespective [of their party labels,
but the attempt faiied, as it was bound to fail in
the; present temper of the leaders of respeutive
pariies, So the Swaraj party maiatains its integrity
and acts as a separate entity. It does mnot inspire
any fear, however, in official members ; it looks as
if its olaws have been out, With the election of
Mr, Srinivass Aiyangsr, the S~varaj party natural-
Iy bad some diticully i appointiog its leader. But
eventually Pandit Motilal Nehru was ye-elected
Jeader and Mr. Aiyangar quietly subsided into
the posiiion of & deputy leader, ‘There are of
course valid reasons for the Counstitutional party in

-

the Assembly refusing to conlesce with the Swaraf
party, but I can thiok of no reason why the seve-
ral groups in tha Constitutional party should pot

work together in oue organization. That party isnow

split into twoparties—the Nationalist party headed:

by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Lala Laj-

pat Raiand the Independent party headed by Mr.
Jinnabh. Thers may of courss be reasons of perso-
nal ambition why politicians who generally take

the same lins in politics find it nacessary to have .
two differant orzanizations, but apart from such

porsonsl considerations what divides the two par-.
ties is that one is devoted to Hindu interests and

the other to Mahomedan. I do not mesn to say

that those whe have joined as members have any’
such line of demarcation in mind. If Paudit Ma-

Javiya's partv were & Hindu organization, Pandit

Kunzru could not be a member ot it,and if Mr. Jine

nah's party were a Muslim organization, Sir Pur-

shofamdas would not have joined it. But the fact

remains that the Nationalist party inoludes no
Mussulman member and is led by maen identified
with the Hindo Sabha and the Independent party

congists of ® large majority of Mahome-
daus and is led by a promicent Mus.

lim Lesguer. There ia a real daoger of these

two parties becoming by the forea of circumstanoes

communalietic bodies, which will be disastroug to-

the oountry. The formstion of these parties ias

very much to be deplorad. It also demonstrates.

the complete lack of power in our politicians to

work in team. Even if these two parties had unit-

ed, they would be numerically weak compared to

the Swarajists. Where would each party by it-

gelf be, consisting as it does of some 18 members,

in opposition to tbe Swarajists who are 40 strong ?

Ordinarily, of course, the Nationalists and Indepen~

dents will work together, but whers was the need

for separate parties when their politics is identi-
oal ? In faet the Swarajiats too will on most occa~

sions join with these parties, for with obstruction
shed, the Swaraj party has very little of s distin~

ctive platform leit for it. Nevertheless the exis-

tonce of throe separate parties is not a matter on

which we ean congratulate the Assembly.

GOLD STANDARD AND RESERVE BANEK BILI.

The first measuare of importancs considsred by
the Assembly in its new magnificent Chamber wag
the Bill to establish a Gold Standard currency and
constitate a Reserve Bank—a circumstance in
which the Finance Member took much pride. The
House as a whole, however, was not disposed.
to go into transportats of joy over that fact., In
the first placs, the House took & much keenor in-
terest in the ratio question than in that of the
standard, which to the majority of members was
mors or less an academic question, and the die~
apprintment which it felt at the more practical
qusstion of the exchavge value of the rupes being
delayed was expressed in terms which did rno: erp
on the side of tenderness for the Finance Member.
He was oharged with deliberately keeping the
Ratio Bill back in order to stampede the House-
into accepting its provisions by encountering the
members with 8 dilemma of either aocepting an
eighteen-penny rupee or having a deficit in the
budget, Sir Bisil Blackett in fact very oleverly
turned the table upon the Hon'ble members, for he
bhad brought up the more urg:nt question of the
exchaoge rate in the last September session of the
Assembly, when, however, the very membera who
now objected to delay, had gone on their kunees, in
Mr. Jiunah's expressive phraseology, and begged
the Finance Memnber to poatpons the matter. The.
Loader of tha House, Sir A, Muddiman, promised

_later to give an eartier day, if possible, to they
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“Loinage Bill or the Ratio Bill (as it has come to
be called ), but he warned the Housa that the
dilamma to which membors had referred would not

“be conjured out of existence hy the mers fact of an

~marly introduction of the Biil. Whether the gold
walue of the rupea was fixad a week or two before
the Budget or a week or two after the Badget, it
would affact the finances of the Gavernment of
dndia to the same degres and the House could not
possibly ignore this effeot,

The guestion of the exchange rate might woll
‘have been left at that for the time beaiog, but it
raised its head over and over again during the
-disoussion of the Gold Standard Bill and Reserve
Bank Bill, though ths Finanocs Member had bagged
the Hounsa to dissociate the ratio question for the
moment, The Bill iteelf met with a mixad recep-
“tion; the Reserve Bank part of it wou general
-gupport, while the Gold Builioa Standard part pro-
voked almost unanimous opposition, to judge, that
.is to say, from the speeches made, :

Sir Parshotamdas Thakordas had expressed the
opinion, it will ba recallag, in his-diseentiog minute
that though it would be “an ideal pystem’’ for India

4> have aa organisation to perform the central
banking functions entirely separate from an orga-
nization from eommercial banking, in the present

-circumstances of India it would be hest to have
‘the existing Imperial Bank of India, liks the Bank
-of France, to perform both the functions. Since
then, in order to meot the objections urged on be-
kalf of the Imperial Bank, the Finanoe Mamber
has offared to give to the Bank the option of sub-

- sorlbing thrae-tenths of the original shars eapital
and one wondered whether in view of this further
copcession, 8ir Puarshotamdas would waive his
objection, nona tod energetioally expressed in the
Minute of D 'guent, to the constitution of a separate

Central Bank. [t soon became plain, howsver, that
" -.8ir Parshotamdas still continues to be in t vo minds
on the subject, and in fact now to lean more on the
side of opposition than on that of acquiescence. The
.;grounds. of his opposition too have mpparently be-
come wider. A Central Bank should come, he says,
in the normal sequence of things, afier and on the
top_qf a number of institutions affordiog banking
facilities. It was a question even then whether
this Bank at the apex should be constituted. A
Reserve Bank was no doubt established in the Uni-
ted States after a large development of banking in
the country ; hut Canada had not yet thought it
necessary to equip itself with a Central Bank,
though it could boast of more than 4000 branohes
at the bage. Why then foist upon India “a pure
unalloye_d Central Bank when she was go backward

- in baukiog"” ? The constitution of such a bank
“would not promote, but he feared would even retard,
the development of banking in this country. At
“this stage he seemed to realiss that he had here
preferred a more fundamental objection than any
ha. had :‘ldvancad in his Minute ot Dissent, and he
gaid: “ Imay be asked why then [ support any
Res&_arve Bank atall. The answeris that the for-

. mation of such a Baok will enable us to get rid of

- the control of the Secretary of State who now runs
the whole show without regard to the Goverament
of India’s opinion, and the currency policy will
then be regulated by the Government of India under
the inflaenca of the Indian Legislature.” That, in
following this line of reasoning, Sir Purushotam-
das should tor the moment have lost sight of the

) elam_gntary fact that a Reserve Bank will not put
- tue Guvernment of India in control of ourrency
- but will and is expressly designed to take it out of

their hands as well as out of the hands of the
-Secrotary of State .appeared very surpriging to

thove who listened to Sir Purushotamda<. Ha
also seemed nnmindful of avother fact in arruing
avhe did; & separate Reserve Bank waa heing
proposed just in order that the Imperial Bank
should be set free to open branches at all possible
ooctres aud promote banking. It ig, therefore, hard
to understand why the establishmont of a Cantral
Bank io charge of the currency aund credit' polioy
sq0uld, instead of . fostering, hinder banking. Sir
Puarushotanmdas’ spesch shows how little thought is
given in India to the really important problems of
currency and how public attention is conoentrated
-on what after all is a minnr question, that of the
external value of the rapee.

It must be said, however, that Sir Purshotam=
das was aloune in urging such cbjections. He wasm
oontradicted soon afterwards in a forcinle and
well-ordered spesch by Mr. Shanmukham Chetty,
the Chief Whip of the Swaraj partv, who hoeartily
welcomed the formation of the Reserv: Bank to
control currency and eredit independently of Gow=
ernment. Mr, T, Prakasam similarly blessed the
projaot of a Reserve Bank in a downright manner;
and Mr, A. Rangaswami Aiyangar in a more
oautious way ; while Mr. Jamnadas Mehta oould
not quite make up his mind on the subjsot. While
the Swaraiist membhers thus sapproved of the
proposgl, some warmly and others tepidly, it was
resarved for Sir Purshotamdas, perhaps che big-
gest non-official expert on the Asssmbly in this
subject, to urge an objection which would be fatal
to the whole of the proposed currenny reform. In
the course of the discussion several suggeitions
wore made, whioh will indeed be taken into consi-
deration at thae proper time. Ian the sohedule
giving the names of banks against whose promis-
s9rv notes the Riserve Bank is to be authorised to
make loans are included 26 banks altogether, of
whigh, as Sir Purshotamdas pointed out, not fewer
than 21 are non-Lndian banks. There is thus the
danger, Sir Purshotamdas and severa! other
members pointed out, of India's Cantral Bank
peing run in the interest of foreignmers. Such a
poseibility of foreign exploitation must be entirely
excluded, To this end Mr. T. Prakasam suggasted
the nationalization of the Bank, that is to eay, the
formation of a State bank, with no private share-
holders, That, of course, was out of the question
inasmuch as { the Finance Mamber explained in
his raply ) the whole object of the Bill was to vest
the control in an authority inrependent of Govern-
ment. Tae question of Government {trelf putting
up the oapital being thus ruled out, it was suggest~
ed by Me. Joshi that sharea should be of very
small value, preferably of » ropee each, and the.
concentration of a larga number of shares in the,
hands of a single individual shouid ba prohibited
8o that the control of currency and credit will ba in
the hands of the mas=es and no manipulation by,
the wealthv classes in their own interest will be
possible, Pandit Malaviya too supported restri~
vtions on share-holding; Mr. Joshi alaoc drew atten-
tion to the exoiusion of vcentral co-operative banks,
the true peopie’s baunks, from the schedule to which,
referoence is made above, Sir Basil Blackett said .
in his repiy that he had oarefully cousidered the
question and arrived at the oonclusion that toa
obligations to be laid upon the hanks mentionsd in
the schedule couid not appropriately be laid upom.
oo-operative banks, The explapation given seemed
very ioadequate, and no doubt she Finance,
Member will hear more of it in due ocourse..
Speakera every now and then snggested that Gov-
erameat shouid exargise full countrol, the suspision
in their minds apparently besing that exchange
banks wilt have a predominans share iz the
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<ontrol of the Reserve Bank from which it muet be
saved at all costs,. What steps can be tsken to
ensure national contrel without altering the funda-
mental character of the Bankis a very important
queption whioh the Assembly will bave to tackle.

The provigions in the Bill for establishing a
Gold Standard currenoy on the other hand found

not a single supporter in the FHouse (exoepting .

of course the Finance Member) among those who
epoke on Tuesday (25th Jan.) Everyone condemned
the Gold Bullion standard almost in unmeasured
terms and plumped for a Gold Currenoy standard,
and among such wag included, strange to say, Sir
Purshotamdas Thakurdas who in his Minute has
expresged his agreement with the gold bullion
standard, subject to a condition which will ba tully
observed under the scheme of the Bill. This un-

animous opposition, however, did not, it must be |

@onfessed, make much impression 6n the House,

for if it wus founded on reasoned arguments, the ;
members succeeded wonderfully in keeping them |

to themselves. The currency that is proposed in
thie Bill is at bottom a paper surrency with a gold
bullion cover and before members ocondemned it ont
of hand, they might have asked thempelves whether
modern esonomie thought does mobt favour the
abolition of metallic currency and the subsiitution
for it of & paper currency with a gold bullion re-
serve. Only ope member of the Asgembly ( that is
to say, of those who took part in the debate ) re-
oognised this fack. Mr, -A Rangaswami Aiyengar
admitted that the gold bullion standard was an
ides] standard, but contended that it was not pra-
oticatle in this country. Why it was not practic-
able he did not eare to explain. In bis Minute Sir
Purshotamdess had expressed his agreement with
Sir B, Blackett's view that a paper currency in-
convertible internally but freely convertible on a
gold basis for external purposes was more ideal
than a normal gold ourrency with gold coins in
effective ocirculation, but on this ocoasion he went
back on his former opinion. The system proposed
by the Bill may not be simple nor essily intelligi-
ble, nor conspicuously visible, as the Commission
would like our currency to be : but if these sre it«
defeots, it was not condemned by the eritics in the
Assembly on that soore. Their principal objection
was that the Gold Bullion Standard was but a
variant, no doubt an improved and, ic Mr. Jamne-
das Meohta’s words, expanded variant of the ex-
ohange stsndsrd. To this description Sir B.
Blackett will not demur ; in fact in his reply he
indirectly admitted it ; his elaim, however, is that
both the gold exchapge standard and the gold
bullion standard are different forms of the penuine
gold standard and that the gold bullion standard
need no; be put out of court merely on the ground
that if is merely a gold exchange standard under
an aling, 80 great, however, is Indians® dislike of
the gold exehange standard that to desoribe the
gold bullion standard es & variety of the gold ex-
chage atandard is to invite condemnation on it
forthiwith. The members showed little apprecia-
tion of the faot that the essential defects of the
sxchapge standard were removed from the standard
propcsed to be introduced into India : by substitu-
. ting paper currenoy for silver rupees in circulation
provision hae been made againet the risk of the
10kens beccming worth more as a commodity than
28 ourrency ; by coordinating the control of curr
®onoy and orecit means bas been found for making
sbe volume of eurrency In actual ciroulation ex-
yand or oontraot ascording as its exohangs walue
Jnoreases or deoreares in conformity with price
xmiovements 5 the adoption o gola standard makes
A% uncecessary to have laryge sterling reserves,

which was necessitated by the gold exchange stane-
dard. These and such other considerations which
have been advanced on behalf of the new standard
proposed were not even so muoch as referred to by
the members in their epeeches, These advantages
simply did not exist, so far as our critice were con*
cerned. Nor did any one try to show how a gold
standard supported by gold coins in actual
oiroulation would be more advantageous or-
practical in the immediate future, The Finanoe
Member contented himeelf with the remark
that the introduotion of a gold ocurrenoy
standard was not immediately feasible and
for the present at least thers was no alternae
tive to the gold bullion standard. Its adops
tion left the door open for its replacement by a

| gold curremcy standard when adequate gold re

serves would be built up. Thismight ba possible-
in ten or fifteen years and if the legislature of the
time showed a deocided praeference for a gold ourr.
ency, the ocountry would certainly have ft. He
was atked to give a definite pledge on behalf of
Government that on the legislature making such
a demard a gold currency would be introduced.
The Finance Member expreesed himself unable to
give a pledge which would be binding upon his
successors ; but it was in the highest degrees im-
probable, he said, that a futura Government of"
India would refuse such a request provided there
were sufficient gold assets, That, under the sche ne
of the Bill, gold cannot be purchased in India
except in large quantities and at & deterrent rate
was brought forward by Mr, Ghanashyam Birla
{ who by the bye promises to be a useful membar of
the Assembly ) as & conclusive argument that tha
standard proposed to be established ic India wss o
gold exchange standard and not a gold bullion
standard. Such limitations would, however, te
peceseary even under the regime of a gold currency
standard in crder to preveot the bullion market
from being destroyed. The Finance Member in hig
speech dealt with a number of other topics like the
demonstration of soverei-ns, the withdrawsl of
the right of rupee encashment of noew mnotes, &e. ;
but they have been dealt with often before and
there was nothing new in his trea ment of the
subject.

Thus the debate that ensued on the Currency
Bill was mos! dissppointing ; the speeches made by
members showed no grasp of the subject and those
of several of them showed that they were absoluta
strangers to it. The Finance Member claimed tha
the Bill constituted the largest measure of liberalisme
in fipance yet offered 10 Indis, and though it wae.
evident that the members were eager to challenge
this claim they did nothing to support their con-
tention by reasons. Much has been written by
economists in the country to contest the view of
the Royal Commission on the gold bullicn stand-.
ard, but our members have merely adopted their
conclusions without mastering their arguments,

STEEL PROTECTION BILL.

The next important item of business that came-
before the Assembly was the Bill providing for the
continuance of protection to the steel industry. As
a result of the recommendations of the Tariff
Bosard, protection was first given to the industry in
1924 partly by the impoeition of customs duties.
on foreign steel artioles and partly by bounties for
home articles, About two orores of .Rupees wera-
tbus required for the proteotion of the lndn_utry dur-
ing the Iact three years. This Ac_t was limited to'
three years, and that pericd having now 9xp1rad,
the subject came once again before the legislature,
The Tariff Board, which has reinvestigated the,
qguestiony ‘recommended tke grant of a smalleyp
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amount of protection sil by means of duties to be
ocontinved for seven years. The present Bill gives
affect to the racommendations of the Board without
any change. On the main question there was no
difference of opinion in any quarter, and the debats
-pentred round one point. Stezl articles of British
manufacture, being of a suparior quality, are higher
¥n price than those made on the Continent. The Bill,
‘therefore, proposes, following the Tariff Board’s
recommendation, that a smaller duty should be
levied upon articlea imported from Britain than on
those imported from Continental countries. Mem-
bers smelt in this the introduoction of the hated im-
parial preference in a stealthy manner and objeoted
atrongly to it. Tke Tariff Board, antiocipating this
objection, have answered it by saying that they

have made the recommendation on purely econo-’

mio grounds. Mr, Joshi, howaevar followed a line
of reasoning in which nufortunately he does not
reoceive wide support, Such a key industry,

as the steel industry, he argued, should in the first |

place be nationalised. If it had to be protected
. against competitors, the nation could extend to it
the neoessary protection willingly if it oontrolled
the industry and reaped advantages from it in
prosperity as it sought its assistance in adversity.
‘Nationaligation, howeaver, being out of the ques-
tion, the form protection should take in this oase
- should be that of bounties, to be raised from people
capable of bearing the burden. The Assembly, being
-elected mostly on the basis of the income tax paid,
would best raise it by an addition to the inoome
tax, Before bounties are given, certain conditions
.mugt be imposed, e. g that labourera who invest
their human labour in the industry would receive
.adequate protection; that the industry would not
bs turned over in future to non-Indians, and so
forth, Nsedless to say that no echo of this reason-
.ing was beard in the sposeches of othar members.

OUR PARIS LETTER,
[ FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. |
Paris, January 13.
PAPAL POLITICS.

SUDDENLY the Pope has become a faotor in
vFrenoh-:-and it will be sesn in Europsan—politios.
“The Vfltman no doubt has played a leadiag role as
muoh in the.politioal as in ecolesiastioal history

from a_rly timea down to the wvery reeent events
in Mexioo ; but in France a Radical and anti-cle-
.rical Goyornment had for years practicaliy
broken diplomatio relations with the Papaoy
~aud the Papal Nuncio's New Year's Speech at the

Elysee in whioh M. Briand's foreign polioy
was paid a marked compliment at once atirascted
.wide attention. At the top of it now ocomes the
Dacree plnumg' L’Action, Francaise, a Paris news-
paper supporting the Royalist cause on the Index
Librorum Prohibitorum whioh means that all de-
vout Catholios who wish to find their eternity in
the ¥ight quarter should no more run the risk of
_scanting its pages. The.ban, it is explained, is
_ba_sed both on moral and dootrinal grounds and
arises over the writings of the two editors, M.
Mnur?as and M. Daudet. The former is an out-
-standing maa_of letters, upholding an atheistio
philosophy which has attraoted many adherente

_ smong _the Action’s Royalist organisation aud the
.lstter 18 & writer of novels, the thamas of which
N have long been an annoranoe 0 Rome. But the

manner in whioh the Popys political opinions
have affsoted Frenoh politios sugzests possivili-
-iieg of Papal diplomasy suoh as msay not be raadis
Y. apprehended. Stimulated by this gesture of

enocouragemsnt about his foraign policy, M. Briaad
ie said to have announoced his intention of asking
for a ratification of that conduct of affairs ia the
Chamber ; for the Nancio’s speech has not only
strengthened the Foreign Minister's hands among
Catholios both in and outside Franoe but hag also
divided the ranks of the Royalist party who have
tried to combins nationalism and oatholicism.
The Action Francaise folk have carried their de-
fence into the attack and suggested that the Vati-
can has inspired and supported the autonomist
movement in Alsace including its anti~French
manifestations and also enoouraged the movement
for the political uvion of Austria and Germany.
It is saspected that the Papacy aims at nothing
less than the oreation of a powerful Catholic party
in French politics and it is recalled that the Na-
tional Catholio Federation, founded since the War,
aiready oontains guite two aand a half million
members excluding the Royalista.

The Chinese gituation would seem to receive
the close attention of the Vatioan although the Ca~
tholie missions in the East have been advised not
to concern themselves with political and economio
problems. The Italian Secolo saya that the latest
events * wiil have a profound effect on the future
of the Catholic world in'the Far East.”

L' UNION NATIONALE,

If rumours are to be believed, the discord
in M. Poincaré's cabinet has reasched the point of
imperilling the Union Nationdle which has been the
foundation of the ocountry’s recent attempts at
financial rocovery.: The bone of contention is
ever the same and the general impression is that
the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister do
not see eye to oye as regards foreign polioy, not-
ably in the matter of the evacuation of the Rhine-
land. The FEcho de Paris underatands that M,
Poincare is firmly against the evacuation. So
grave is the situation conaidersd to be that M, Ro-
mier characterises it as * intolerable” in an edito-
rial of the Figaro. * Individusl or collective de-
niala are worthless here ;” says he, “ 50, on the first
ocoasion before the two Houses M. Poinocare as
Promier and as ;the person responsible for the
goneral policy of the: Government should himrelf
define the principles and poliny which the Minister
of Foreign Affairs has the duty of putting into
praotice. Suoch a proceeding would require an
agreement in advanoce botween the Premier and
the Minister. This would be one guarantee, It
would entail a reciprooai understanding by them,
This would ba a second. Thereafter there could be
no danger save on a hypothesis whioh we ocannot
acoept as possible—that of bad faith on the part of
one or the other.” The orux of the situation is
that M, Briand wants an open discassion of foreign
policy in the Chamber, whereasthe Promier is deter-
mined to oppose it atleast as regards the rapproach-
ment with Germany and its developmaent by bringivg
the military oooupation of the Rhinsland to an end
before the date fixed by the Versailles Treaty.

AMERICAN IMPERIALISM.

The situation in Mexico and Nicaragua has
drawn considerable communt from the French preas
aud the newuapapers agree in charactarising it as
the demonstration of American Imperialism. Per~
tinax in L' Echo de Puris reoalls America's polioy
thirteen years ago contributing to the fall of Presi-
dent Diazard and regards the preseat difficulties in
Mexioo aa its natural harvest. American Imperia-
lism “ goes on without the aid of & continued and
atteative foreign poliocy whioh is impossible under
the constitutional provision which divides the
foreign policy between the President and the
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Senate.” An opinion which is more or lessreflected
in the New York Worla: * Eurcpean protests
against American imperialiet policy in the Carib-
"bean are due to a certain complacent recognition
of the fact that after allthe conferences which we
have held on Eurcpean policy, we do exacily the
samo ag the ; European nations. Our imperialism

is more or less unconseious, the direotion of affairs

in the American Empire being confided to anony-
mous bankers, naval officers of rather limited sym-

pathies and to more or less irresponsible persome.
In consequence of all this the American people in |

its entirety knows nothing and learss nothing of
the frightful responsibilities in which it is now so
inextricably engaged.”

A propos of this the contrasting attitude of
British opinion is interesting, The latest Observer
has it that “ the predominance of the United States
in that key position (tbe passages from the
Atalanilio to the Pacific) is =as vital
world's interests as is the British predominance in
Suez canal...... Ithappens that the United States
are more vaiuable to the world than Mexico as
oustodian of its communioationa in Central
America. Mexico is situated between the United
States and the Canal routes, actual and contingent,
The United States have a delicate but necessary
duty to perform. This is but an echo of the dis-
cussion of the Egyptian question following the ass-
assination of Sirdar Stack in the British press when
in flowing periods the Egyptians were given to
understand that their geography fixed their destiny
and that it should lead them to curtail their
national aspirations to the measure of theirpresent
“ independence . The Morning Post's unblushing
recognition as regards China that on ecritioal
occasions the * British fleet gives greater assurance
and is more useful than the League of Nations or
the spirit of Looarno” confirms the nature of the
common mentality from whioh all such comment
springs. Is it any wonder then that the oritical
Frenchman regards the Englishman as a piocus
hypoorite and all Anglo-Saxon idealism inecluding
its enterprise of the League of Nations as imperia-
lism rendered easily transparent? Evenin Germany
Mr. H. W. Steel, the well-known publicist, tells us
in the opening article of a series on * Germany
Today "’ in the Observer “it iz safe to assume that
a large majority of her pecople conceive her member-
ship of it { the League) less as an opportunity of
dealing with other nations on a footing of equality
than as a means of amending the Versailles treaty
out of existence'’, The Germans do not contemn
ba'pennies; should we then disdain the annas in
our hand whether it be as regards the League or as
Tegards our present constitution ?

PROBLEM OF THE PAOIFIO

Lé Témps—tbe Times of Paris—has just con-
cluded a remarkable geries of artioles on the prob-
lem of the Pacific and the writer has formed the
opinion that an inderendent and flourishing China
is the only solution to the problem : “ The govern-
ments must not be astonished-to have to} change
the formuls of their relations with China. Aocting
thus they belp in a certain messure, and more
than the Washington Conference, to re-establish
the equilibrium in tbe Far East by tbe orestion of
an independant China, In effect, this indepen-
dence in leading to mnothing certain ambitions
suppresses altogether one of the ocauses of the con-
flict, beoauee the problem of the Pacific isalso the
protlem of Chipa! Such an inferenoce follows from
its premisen. " The Dogma of equilibrium and of
alliance has virtues bardly oapable of being re-
piaced by governments,”

to the.

This faith in the old !

Al

diplomaoy of equilibriums has considerable adhes-
rence in France. The main argument is that svch
an equilibrivm was more or 1ess upheld aslong as
the Anglo-Japanese alliance was intact; the
expiry of it and the unconcealed attempts of
Britain to get nearar to America in Washinaton is
what really conctitutes the problem of the Pacifie.
The British interests in the Pacific are plain enough.
Canada, Australis, and the approach to India; and
Singa-pore marks the jealousy with which the
British regard thesa. America's forsign policy in the
Central and South American States mainly dicta-
ted by the needs of -American capilal has earned
for it the name of Dollar Diplomacy and the same
significance is said to underlie her dealings with
China. In spite of seeming signs to the contrary
Amerloa's aim is the monopoly of the trads in
China with its almost literally infinite possibilities
and, that of course brings Japan to the fore with
her population increasing at the rate of a million
each year in spite of floods and earthquakes and
the sheer physioal necessity of finding the_se
Nippons air to breathe. And one thing is certain
for the Japanese and that is that it is against thgm.
Groat Britain and the United States are arming
themselves,”

France’s interest in this potential danger-zone

“is not merely academic, for with Indo-Chins, if

French foreign poliey has not so far showed auy
tendency to play a prominent part in that regiom,
it may yet do so sll the more effectively in the
{imes that lie ahead,” After the War, the Japanese
NeWSDAD 7.0t have shown themselves utrgngly
impressed by the efforts that France had fu.rnlshed
during the four years; but above all, it is since the
Washington Conferenoe that one finds in Japan
a favourable opinion towards our country. The
neglect of this on our part will be first & fault
against ourselves, but what is more, we will also-
have o incur a heavy responsibility in the storms
that could burst in the Far East-”. That shows how
the wind blows and has blown for some time, in
France :—a Franco-Japanoege alliance ?

RACIAL ISSUES.

The writer does not fail to point out that the
racial issues involved in the problem would not
makea Franco-Anglo-Americanalliance an element
in the equilibrium as that would sir.np!y reduce it to-
a white domination. The Pan-Asiatic Conference
of Nagasaki in August Jast is here r_eoullet_i as
indicating the distrusttowards Geneva 1n Asiatic
countries in general in epite of .tha evident in-
significance of the Japanese session for the mo-
ment. 1914 has not taught England to assuage
recial antagonisms due " no doubt to the very
strong mnotion of heirarchy that Auoglo-Saxon
peooles have as regards humagity. The
white man t» them is of an eusence dgﬁerent from.
other men. The ocloured man, t.ha native, what_egar
be the antiquity of his civilisation and the nobility
of bis feelings, remains mercilessly out of the
gphere of the privileged where men with the white
ekin intend to be singled out.”

Neither losing sight nor grip of re_slitles_ we .
will do well in future to take an intelligent inte-
rest in Asiatic affaire. Whether a8 Inter-nationa-~
lists we seek to promote world-peace or a8 Nstiqna.-
lists we confine ourselves to direct and 11;1madlate
ends, it behoves us in the event of & conflict to be-
way against being used as mere spokes in the-
wheels of a polioy, the resyonsibilities of which we-
will pot hold and againss being led into the fighs.
as easily as in 1914, —ma-

————————— 4
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REYIEWS,

MACHINE AND MASS PRODUCTION.

QOUROBOROS OR THE MECHANICAL EX-
TENSION OF MANKIND. By GAREL

GARRETT. { Kegan Paul Trench Trubner and
Co., Ltd.,, London.) 1926. 614 x4l4. pp. 93.

28. 6d.

"'PHIS is a thought-provoking book. Adopting a
pithy style the author discusses the problem of
over-production, a bogey present in the minds of a
great number of students of economies, The suthor
surveys the field and suggests ( but does not go so
£ar a8 to assers ) & most pessimissie outlook for fhe
future,

The real trouble arose during the time of the
*Great War. England, America, France, Germany,
. Belgium, and other belligerent Jountries inoreas-
ed their produotive capacity to an enormous extent
and they are reaping the consequences of it.

It 18 a featura of modern industrial equipment
that it is possible with very slight modifications of
plants and processes, to0 manufacture at will either
munitions of war or articles required for peaceful
oooupations, say, agriculture. To taks only one in-
stance. Ammonia oan be manufactured by a
synthetio process. By combining with suiphuric

-a0id, one gets ammonium sulphate, a most valuable
fertilizer. But the same ammonia ocan be oxidizad
to nitrio acid which in combination with glyoe-
rino gives nitro-glyosrine or in combination with
cellulore (ootcm:s gives nitro-ocellulose or gun
-ookton ; or in combination with tolusne gives tri-
nitro-toluene (T. N. T.)—all of them famous in the
modern explosive industry. At the olose of the
war, Western nations naturally experienced =a
- derangement of industrial affairs. Every one of

these nations could produce peace ftime artioles in |

abundance, and “armed'’ with this, the commer-
cial warfare commenced. Competition became
keener and keener. First of all the internal or
"“home”™ markets were secursd by all sorts of
devices. The new Tariff in U, 8. A,, Koy Industries
Aot, the Safe-gusardiog of Industries Ast, eto, in
Eogland, and so on were introduced to shut out
foreign articles from one’s own country. The
manufacturers then turned their atiention to sell
abroad. In the words of the author, “in order to
soll abroad, an industrial nation must ba able to
produce cheaply. To produce cheaply it must
produce in large quantities by a muiltiple method
ca_lled mass-production. And you oan safely manags
this mass-production only provided you have a
fairly large and oonsiant base of domestic de-
mand........” One need only think of Mr. Ford
and his cars. The author continues : “Competition
among industrial nations to exploit one another’s
internal markets is but one profile of all that
dangerous activity taking place in the name of
foreign trade. The industrial Powers holding their
feet in China's doorway and Franoce fightiog the
native in Morocoo are other aspeots of the same
thing.........". “The industrial equipment of the
world meanwhile goes on increasing, though it is
-all:epdy 80 great that its oapacity cannot be fully
utilized, In the United States alone there is
-anough surplus maochine capacity to satisfy the
whole demand of Great Britain's foraign oustomers
for staple merchandise, suoh as textiles, iron and
stesl manufactures, rubber .tyres, motor CAary,
-eleotrical apparatus, machinery, glass, garments,
shoes, cutlery and 80 0a.........".

In their attempts to sell somehow, whan people
oould no longer pay cash, the much disoussed in-

 gtalment-system. was introduced into businesa.

' This in essence means that the buyer pledges his
future income. Thrift no longer hacomes a virtne
to be praotised.

One inevitable thing followa from this. If na-
tions go on manufasturing with the help of machi-
nery, their capacity to grow food will become less
and less. Treen the colonies will have to ba encou-
raged to produce food while the “Mother Country™
goes on bartering manufactured articles for food.
If agrioultural countries also tend fo bacome iadus-
trial, the frouYle bezins, As a matter of faot the
trouble has commenced—lockat only China, Brazil,
India and Caunada!“China an exporter of machine
products |” Well, it is true! Brazil can now manu-
faoture “the whole of her want for matches, textiles,
foot gear, wall-paper, phonograph dises, hardware,
hats and playing cards, and will soon be self-suppli-
ed with practically everything she needs™.

But whatever. might have been the confusion
at the close of the war, thinga are settling. down
now and manufacturers are curtfailing production
in proportion ti demand. Order is slowly emsrging
out of chaos,

The world bad unprecedented conditions to
face at the close of the war and the combined in-
tellectual effort of the world is producing & new
attitude of mind in all international affaire. Novel
adjastmentsare being sought and introduced tc meet
the situation and there is more harmony in the
world today than was thought possible seven or eight
yvoars ago. It iz hinted earlier in this review
that the author tended to draw some pessimistio
oonclusions, = But it is diffioult to share his views,
Wa may not yeot reach a state of affairsin this
world with no poverty, no unemployment : we may
not immediately reach a world-wide agreement re-
garding production, exports, imports and exchange ;
_we may not as yeb say there will bs no scrambling for
markets { just think of the recent Chinese affairs);
in short wa may not reach the millenninm as yet
—but one must admit that things are moving in
the direction of greatsr economio harmony amon-
gst the nations. Modern investigations in science
. aro makinglifs, if anything, more pleasant, more
" bearable and more secura than ever befors. Timae
has come when a man works for five daya with six
. days' wages in his pookets ; time is past when a -
man was compelled to work twelve hours a day ;
. time is past when famine meant wiping away the
- population of vast tractsof country. We are today
living in a safer, pleasanter and mors healthy
world than our forefathers.

The book is racommended for caraful atudy to
all students of economics.

8. G, SASTRY.

DRUG EVIL.

OPIUM—THE DEMON FLOWER. By SARA
GRAHAM MULBALL.(Harold Vinal, New York,)
1926, 714 x 3. pp. 310,

THE prominent part taken by the United States of

Amerioa in the international negotiations for the

suppression of opium traffis is ofiten put d>wn so

a spirit of meddlesomeness ia the affairs of o_ther

nations. Tha vehemence with which rapresent-

atives of this country hava been urging the strief
limitation of the produotion of opium to medioal

[ and soieatifie parposes oan-only be und

when we Tealise that thousands in Amerioa are
succumbing to the dreadful habit of drag-addistion.
So long as opium is produoed in excess of the

legitiniate medical and scientifio demande of the
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world, it is bound to find its way to factories
where opiam derivatizes are manufactured. These
derivatives then reach persons who have a craving
for druge. The fabulous profits involved in the
manufacture and sale of these drugs lead unsocru-
pulous men to resort to methods of - smugrgling and
illegal traffic that baffle even the most salert of
police and customs officers. Graham-Mulhali’s
book desoribes the ramifications of the drug evil
in  Amerioa and tells us how innocent school
children and men and women of all classes got
caught in the meshes of the net spread by design-
ing men, how once caught they are made go much
grist for their devilish machinery for making
money, how even the medical profession and minis-
ters of religion are lured o becomé accomplices in
this nefarions traffic and how the evil is spreadinog
among 2'1 classes in defiance of laws and regula.
tions. Some of the facts mentioned in the book
seem incredible, but coming as they do with the
suthority of one who was formerly the First Deputy
Commigsioner in the Department of Narcotic Drug
- Controliin the New York State, they cannot be set
aside a8 tho exaggaeration of an interested propa-
gandiet. The book shou!d be read to realise what a
great menace to humanity, at’any rate to the huma-
nity of the U.IS. A., is the opium traffic, especially
tho traffie in opium derivatives like morphine and
heroin. Incidentally the book is a terrible indiot-
-ment of the policy pursued by certain Governments
in producing opium with the aim of augmenting
their revenues, without giviog any thought to the
fact that every grain of opium produced in excess
,of the legitimate demands of the world goes to-
wards the physical and moral degradation of some
-human beipg in some part of God’s world. '

P. O. PHILIP.

SHORT NOTICE.

THE POLITICAL ASPECT OF CO-OPERATION.
By ALFRED BARNES, M P. (The Co-operative
Union Ltd., Manchester.) 1926. pp. 84, 814 x514.

1s,
MR. BARNES is the Cbairman of the Co-operative
Party, though he was not that at the time of writ-
jng this emall book. It containsa clear socount of
the unwillingness for a long time of Co-operators
in Great Britain to form themselves into & politi-
cal paity and of the exasperating actions of the
Coalition Government during the war—food ocon-
trol, excess profits tax, military tribunals, &o.—
that fipally forced their hands in 1917. In the
Goneral Election ot 1918, 10 candidates sought
election of whom only one sucoeeded ; whereas in
the sleotions of 1922, 1923 and 1924, 4, 6 and 5 suc-
ceeded respeotively. The author, however, thinks
that the ruture development will be for the Co-
operative Party to become amalgamated with the
Labour Party with or without a change of name,
He rightly points out that * potitioal conditions in
England do nct encoursge the existence - of 8 num-
ber of political groups, but, on the oountrary, irresis-
tibly work towards the two-party gystem to ensure
that stability and balance in political affairs
which isnecessary for a nation like ours, 8o depen-
dent upon foreign trade and baving such wide and
jnternational responsibiiities.” The breaking up
of the Liberal Party whioh is now going on is &
olear proof of this tendency of British politiocal

Aife.

. Nevertheless, the book should find a

To the Co-operator in India the book is not of
gpeolul impo;tancn. His thoughts are not ranning
in the direot}or_l of politioal organisation. On the
other hand, it is to the interest of the Co-operative
movement inlodia to keep out politics altogetber
from Societies—asa has been done in Ireland.

operative librariee. pluca in Co-

V.V.8.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

STUDY OF POLITICS. By HArROLP J. LASEL ( Ozford
University Preas, London. } 1926. 814 x 514, pp. 27. 1.
THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION IN AUSTRIA, By C. A
MACARTNEY. ( University Press, Cambridge.) 1926,

7§ x 5. pp. 288, 8s. 64.

HARSHA. By RADHAERUMUD MUEERJ, (Rulers of India
Beries.) (Oxford TUniversity Prees, London.) 1826,
74 x 4§. pp. 203. Rs. 3-6-0.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT
AUDIT. By F. GAUNTLETT. { Govt. of India, Contral-
Publication Branocb, Caloutta.) 1925. 914 x 6}. [pp. 148.
As. 8, ,

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE, GENEVA.
Vols. I & IL (International Labour Office, Geneva.)
121 x 81¢. pp. 769.
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Rs. 1,42,00,000 !

We are sending sway this amount of money
every year to foreign Countries for import of Boaps.
Enlightened Opinion Alone ¢an help to keep this
money in the Country. Every educated man who
prefers a foreign sosp to one of Indian make is helping
foreign mannfactures and not giving & decent chance
to local industries. Every patriot buys only Swadeshi
products. The Government Sosp Factory, Banglore
mennfactares some of the finest soaps in the world.
Try & tablet of Mysore Sandal Soap and judge
yourself. If you find difficalty to obtain it, let us
know. We shall see that yom get in your own
favorite shop.

Government Soap Factory,
Bangalore.
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DON'T THROW AWAY
YOUR OLD GRAMOPHONE RECORDS.

It is a pity to discard a favourite melody because jt

has lost its power to render pleasing music. “zIp

British Make ) is the remedy. Itis an infalliable

restorative for old recor.s. A little robbed round the

offending record brings back the tune with its foll
richness. One bottle restores 24 double sided records.

Price Rs. 2-8. Postage, ete. free, Special conceasion
“for wholesale dealers,
H. S. Khosla & Co.
Outside Shahalmi Gate, Lahore, 3.
! —gengrogro-gro—gea—g B . g At ateat ]
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