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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

WE extond our hearty welcome to our roet, Dr.
Rabindranath Tagore, on his return
after a long and -tryipg tour in
; . Europe. The nation is not a little
ndebted to him for raising the cultural status of
India abroad through spreading the meseage of our
forefathers—the gpiritual kinship of the human

race. May hae live long to serve the mothor land
and humanity |

Welcome! -

» » -*

THE Liberal Federations that meets at Akola next
The Liberal :waek has important work ahead
Federsation. if itis to bea live body. The ro-

- cent eleotions in some of the pro-
vipces have shown that with organised propa-
ganda among the people they could be oconvinoed
of the need for adopting Liberal prinoiples 1in
the present state of the country. Liberaliam suffers
if at all, only from lack of advocacy and earnestnes
on the part of thore who profess to follow it. The
delegates that meet at Akola will do well to
awakon themselves and their leaders from torpor,
formulate a fighting programme both inside and
outside the Councils and, above all, spars nothing
to set up a net-work of organisations throughout
the country so as to establish contact with the
m asses and oconduot them alorg the right road to

de mooratic fresdom.
+ » » *

THE A. P. 1. informa us that as a result of the
consultations between Mahatma
Gandhi, Jamnalal Bajaj and Raja-
gopalachari efforts will he made

at Gaubati to arrive at a ocommon working
programme to which no parfty will have any objec-
tion, the Council programme being left entirely to
the choice of the different parties. We wish we had
more details of the new move 8o that we may
judge how it makes an advance on the present con-
ditions towardas unity. There is, already in the
fiald Gandhiji's oconstrmotive programme thrice
blessed by the Cougress, nodded to by the Swara-
jists and left to be worked solely by the no-chan-
gors. Wo have oftentimes pointed out how its
prosecution at present is retarded by the refusal
to seek Government aid and the obstruotionist
policy of the Swarajists. In regard to the former
Mr. Rajagopalachari’s suggestion in his written
memorandum to the Agricultural Commission of a
Government subsidy to ‘establish hand spinning
as a oottage industry in the oountry marks no
doubt a distinot improvement in the attitude of the
po-changers. Mahatmaji has also set his’ seal
of approval on the suggestion by publishing it in
the leading oolumns of Young India. Itisto be
hoped that the common workirg programme to be
avolved at Ganhati will give a olearer lead to the
workers who should be not a little handicapped
now by the ban on official aid and contaot. As a
necessary oorollary, we might also observe, the
Counoil programme should not be left entirely to
the choioe of the different parties. For the Coun-
cils and ministerial offices, wielded properly, eculd
be utilised in & considerable measure to promote
constructive work.

» *» »

MR. LANGFORD JAMES should have felt consider-

ably relieved last Tuesday when he
_ﬂ'ﬁe?';ﬁf:mt_ freely unburdened himeelf before

the viceregal presence of all his
fears about the fate of his community in a free In-
dia, But the general body of non-cfficial Europeans
in India, we are sure, are not fesling quite grateful
to him for his reckless performance. For he hag by
his insolent outburst raised a veritable hornet’s
nest against them and provided an unpleasant
oontroversy in the Indian press which neutralizes
the work of a fow zealous spokesmen of the commu-
nity to establish barmonious relations with the

A Common
Programme.

“people of this country. Some Indian papers and

politicians are, perhaps, paying to Mr. James' after-
dinner effusions more attention than $hey deserve
and only emulating his indisoreliom by adopt-
ing his challenging tone in answering his holiow
threats, On his own admission, he is incompetent
to speak on some of the topics he was stnpid enough
to refer to in his address. We are not also sure



566

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

[ DECEMBER 23, 1926,

that, though he is the president of the Kuropean
Association at Caloutta, he represents the major
or the saner seotion of his community. The Vioeroy
therefore did well in ignoring in his reply maay
of tha points raised by his host. The Indians too
could well aford, under such circumstances, to
view the spoech with scornful indifference. The
pointa at issue are plain enough and should easily
ba grasped by the general body of Europesans in
this land. There is ample room for them here, as
for all foreignera in other free countries, provided,
of course, they are prepared to halp in the progress
of the country and oconfine their astivities to their
legitimate sphoresa. But the days of the Europeans
as the dominant, ruling race in the land are
certainly numbersed, if not yet actually over. Mr.
Langford James and his brathren will, therefore,
surely have to come down from their present pri-
vileged position, shed themselves of all unfair
advan-ages they are now having to the moral and
material injury of Indiaus, and eclaim no higher
rights than those enjoyed by Englishmen in any of
the self-governing dominions of the Empire. Thisis
a prospect which no sensgible or fair-minded Europ-
ean need view with any sense of humiliation or
anxiety, unless it ba that hes woefully mistakes
his calling in India and attempts the obviously
impoesible task of perpetuating his rule here. The
European community is a mere drop in the ocean
of Indisa bumanity and oannot afford to lose the
good-will of, much less to antagonise, the awaken-
ed masses, The Vioeroy was thus a truer well-
wigher of the community than Mr, L. James when
he ( the viceroy ) admonished the Asgsociation to
give up its communal outlock and realise that the
role of the European in In“ia was one of service,
not suzerainty.
* * *

AT atime when we in India are intently watching
to see whether the Governors of
provinces will, ia order to ensurs
the joint responsibility of Ministers,
nominate only the Chief Ministars and leave it to
the latter to select their colleagues, it is interest-
ing to observa that Ireland is about to discard as
unsuccessful the novel oonstitutional experiment,
tried by itfor the last four years, of the so-called
Kxiorn Ministers, These Ministers are nominated
not by the President (who, in the Irish Free State,
oorrespondents to the Premiar of Eaglaud ), but by
Parliament and are responsible only to the latter
for the administration of their departments. That
is to say, they do pot stand or fall with the
Ministry, but remain in office evea when the
Cabinat is defeated, provided that, in the admiai-
stration of their own depatment, they retain the
confidence of the members of Parliament. This
new departure was made in the constitution of the
Irish Free State with the objeot of securing the ad-
vantages of responsible government while removing
the evils of the party system. The expariment has
howaever, not given satisfaction to the people of
Ireland and the Government of the Frea Siate has
alroady introduced a Bill seaking to get rid of Ex-
tern Ministers as destructive of Cabiaet solidarity.
Another amendment which the Government is
seekiog to make in the preseat oonstitution is in-
tended to seoure the unopposed return of tha
Chairman of ths DAil, oorresponding to the Presi-
dent of our couneil. The proposal is to make the
Chairman's constituency the Dail itself, and unless
he indiostes before a dissolution his intention to
resign, hae shall be deemed, without any actual ele-

otion, to be aa additional mambsr of Diil Eiwreann.”
*® * +*

Extern
Ministers.

-WE cordially walcome the third edition of Dr.

” Norman Leys's locus classicus
«“Kenya’? ') " . .

ia tha'l‘hird! KXonya", which was publighed by
Edition. * the Hogarth Press in Liyndon on

18th Novembar. This is a cheap
edifion of the boo%k sold at 44. 61. a copy ! and the
auihor has speially brought it ous witha view
that it should be within the resch of all. Iadia has
an intimate ralation to Kenya ani no Indiaa who
takes an intelligent interest ia public affalrs cru
afford to be without a copy of this brok, wiich,
as we said in noticing the first editioa of the boolk,
may well bo compared to the works of the lats Mr.
Moral on the Belgian Congo. This third edi-
t.on of “Kenya™ has a new preface of 22 pagoes,
which gives in a summary form events that have
happsned sinoa the puntication of the first edition,
cloarly showiag the signifirance that attachis to
them, Ia noticing the first editlon we pointed out
an ereor of faot, wviz. tha allezed repaal of the
provision making desertion a oriminal offence. I
wai1 the only error that was poiated out by any
reviewer, says the author, and this has now been
sot right in the prefacs. Tha offence is now made
non-coganisable by the police, bus ic still remains
a c¢riminal offencs. In view of the discussions
t1at are now taking place on the incraasse of the
po'l cess on Iadians, Dr. Loys' cornments on the
system of taxotion and its eomparative incidence
on different communities will attract wideatten-'
tion. We commend the book t> the warm reception
and close shudy*of the Imlia.n intel'[‘igennsia.

AT the September Assembly of the League Sir
Those “Teastees’. Austen Chamberlain and M. Bri-
ose "RrUSLECS. and severely oriticized the polioy

of thePermanent Mandates Commission relative
to the questiomrof the hearing of the patitioners in
person-and the.list of questions for annual reporis
of the Mandatories. The Japanese, Belzian, New
Z s:aland and South African delegates entirsly asso-
ciated themselves with the views expressed by the
British and French representatives. The British
Freign Office has addressed a note to the Secra-
tary General of the League supporting in datail
the views expressed by Sir Austen Chamberlain.
'The note rematrks that ‘ there is nothing tolead to
'the conclusion that it was ever iatended that the
Mandatory Goverament should be called upoa to
submit anaually for confirmation or oriticism
by the Counocil or the Com mission all the details o*
ita admiaistrative and legislative aotivities.
This, howavar, is the exaot reverse of the spirit em~
bodisd ia the report of Auzust 1920 oy M. Hymans
conoeraing the duties of the Muandates Commis-
sion which was adopted by the Council of the
Loague. M. Hymans made it absolately clear in
his report that the supervision of the Mandatea
Commission should extead ovar tha whole adminis-
tration of the Maadatory Powar. Thore is tharefore
no raas>n to suppose that the Maadatas Commis-
sion has gone outside its compatence in isaing &
long question, larger than herasofore, for the
guidanoe of the Mandatory Powers in drawing up’
taeir annual reports and in suggessing taab ia ex-
coptional oases and undae propsr safezuards the
Commission should hear petitioners in pirion.
'The Madates Commission can nevar be too vigi-
lant in its supervision of the administrasion
of the Maadatory Powars and prevent it from drifi-
inz into abus:s wiich result ia events like the
risings in Gteruan 8. W. Afrioa and Syria. Iftae
Mandatory Powers are weary of weariog tbe misk
they may throw it off without accusing the Man.

dates Comission of pursuiag aa tnquisictorial:poticy}
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fOME FUNDAMENTALS.

IN his 2peech at the Calcutia FEurcpean As-
scciation Lord Irwin laid stress on some funda-
mentals of the Indian political problem which are
of vital importance to its ratisfactory solution.
‘The #jeech no doubt suffered in certain respects
from bhaving been addressed to s European au-
ditnce, ard being made in reply to a most un-
provoked attack on the Montagu reforms. But for
that, the Viceroy would not bave expatiated at such
lergth on the civilising mirsion cf Great Britain
in thie country and reiterated all the stock-in-trade
arguments for exerciring caution in training In-
dia slong the path of self-government. We msy
well pass by these sanctimoniovs futitlties there-
fore, 82 Dot being intended for our ecars. We bave
dealt with them ofien enough in the past. Our Bri-
tish friends are free o dzaw inspiraticn from their
misssior ary zeal, gain more adherents to the Indian
cause by adveucing, on their side, any arguments
thet will enthuee or flaiter their follow country-
men ard Icad ibem fo concede our demande. We
shall welcome support from all quaiters, whatever
may be the grounds on which it is offered, But we,
on our side, as s self-respecting people, can base our
olaims to freedom only on cur own inherent and in-
defeasible birth right for nationsl self-realisation.
The peorle of Great Britain might at any time
dieclaim any civilising mirsion or refuse to fulfil
it In time. But India cannot give up her de-
maxnd for self-govert ment on that score, or afford
to wait till our “benefactors” chcose to ditcharge
their “truet”, She ghould rely more on berself, on
the etiergth of her own natiovsl eelf-consciousnc ss,
orgapised action'and popular awskening than on
any externs] benevolence for the attainment of her
goal. This is a position which, we are sure, such
a profound student of pclitical philesopby as Lord
Irwin will not fail to understand or appreciate.

It is good for India that at this oritical junc-
ture we bave a Viceroy who scems to have a love
for fundamentels. For, our cafe is xever more
strong than when it is based on the basio principles
of political science and national rights. Further,
there ja little room for difference of opinion when
we look at things with the eye of an honest, impar-
tial eritic. Lord iIrwin seems toshave etudied the
working of the present constitution from%this dis-
interested, academio point of view. That is why
be has ro readily sgreed with the standing
aomwplaint levelled by all schocls of Indian poli-
ticlans agairst Dyarchy, tbat it badly suffers from
the divorce of power and respopsibility. It bas
been pointed out by all who bave worked the Re-
forma thet wrany of the creskinge in its machine-
1y are dve to this oardinal defect, The Viceroy
bsgon the care for a better adjustment of responsi-
bility to power on the ground that the popular

representatives in the legislatures indulge in
irresponsible oriticism. This is unfair to a large.

number of cur duly elected representatives. With
wmut secking to defond all that has been utteroed

freedom

in the Council chambers and the Assembly
hail, we may point ot that the absence of res-
ponsibility in the wieclders of power under Dyar-
chy has more often led to irresponsibility on the
official side than on the popular side. The need
for adjusting power to responsibility arises as
much from the desirability of restraining official
aotion as from that of curbing the criticism of the
Councillors. Responsibility is a double-edged
doctrine which cuts both ways in an idsally ad-
justed consiitution. Lord Irwin has donme a dis-
tinot service to the oause of Indian constitutional
reform by drawing attention from his high emin-
ence to the importance of this principle and the
evils that follow from its violation. We hope that
when the time for revision of the Reforms comes
he will stand for the rigorous application of the
maxim he has so well enunciated in his speech, re-
membering at the same time that there is need for
a dual enforcement of the doctrine.

Another fundamental on which the Viceroy
lays some stress is the condition which India
must satisfy if she is $o0 be deemed fit by
the DBritish Parliament for a further imstal-
ment of reforms He says, “ Tha root of the
whole question lies in the problem of the
avorage political sense of a wide electorate.
An eduoated elactorate is the only sure basis of
Demooracy. Without it pelitics are the poasession
of a small class of intelligentsia and the leaders of
political thought who must be pioneers of pcliti-
cal development would be the first to recoguise
that in these oonditions, the political system,
instead of resting broad-based on intelligent po-
pular judgmenst is inscourely poised on an invert-
ed apex,” As astatement of the importance of edu-
cation for democratic development this is as unex~
coptional as the Viceroy's referance to the need
for adjusting power to responsibility in a ocopsti-
{ution. But as justification of the denial of gelf-
government to India, the argument is faulty if
not specious, This is no new method of attack on
the Indian oause. Others have answered this by
pointing cut that Great Britain is estopped from
advancing this ground because she alone is res-
ponsible for keeping the Indian masses in such
ignorance. It is also usual or our politicians to
ask how far the other free countries in the world,
including Britain and hers elf-governing dominions,
fulfil this test.

These answera are sffeotivo enough and should
suffics to silence those who wish to sit in judgment
over us, There is yet another fallaoy lurking in
the Viceroy's argument. It arises out of a
oconfusion between the 1issues of national
and demooracy. We readily conceds
that there is intimate relation between the
two in the present state of our country. The free-
dom that we claim is not for the few but for many.

India is as much for demooracy as she is for free.

dom. But the two questions are clearly different

_and should be kept separate, Ons relates to the
Jexm of government and the otber to the substance,
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the very life principle of self-government, of nat-
ional existence and healthy growth, England was
free even before she built up her system of repre-
sentative institutions. India's olaim is for the same
freedom. The problem of demooracy faces not only
India, but almost every civilised country in the
world. It is on its trial in Europe where autocracy
and dictatorship are seen enthroned in more than
one free nation. But Britain is not surely going
to establish her sway in such countries on
that score and train them along the path of Parlia-
mentary government. These purely internal pro-
blems are best left to be solved by the people of
the countries concerned. The proposition that
India is fit for freedom only when she is fif for
demooracy goes against all canons of sommon
sense, nof to speak of natural rights and political
soience. Further it has to be pointed out that a
'sound and enduring system of Democracy cannot
bs built up without laying the foundations of
national freedom. If Britain is keen on the
former, as she professes to be, she cannot reason-
ably refuse the demand for the latter.

NOMINATIONS TO MADRAS COUNCIL.

THERE were 25 mnominated seats in the last
Couneil out of a total of 127. In the present
Council the corresponding f£gure is 30 ou$ of 132,
tho increase being made in accordance with the
recommendation of the Muddiman Committee for.
giving more adequate representation to Iabour and
the depressed classes. Of the 25 seats in the last
Council, one was sarmarked for the Agency Tract
and 5 for the depressed classes, so that the Govern-
ment were free to nominate officials to 19 geats.
Ag a matter of fact, however, only 5 officials were
pominated, including the Advocate General. The
other official seats were distribufed partly among
the depressed and the backward classes, and partly
among & number of castes and communities inelu-
ding such diverse elements a8 Anglo-Indiane, Pro-
testant Christians, Nambudiri Brahmans, Jains
and Lingayats. Thers were in all 8 representatives
of the depressed classss in the last Counoil. Of the
30 soats in the present Council, the one intended
for the Agency Tract has gone to a Zamindar, as
on the previous occasions, 11 have gone to the
depressed classes, 8 to officials and the remsaining
10 to various communal and other interests.

The mos¥ notable among all the nominations
is that of an Indian lady, who is the first woman to
sit in any British Indian Legistature. The Govern-
ment of Madras deserve to bs heartily ocongratu-
lated for being the first to nominate a lady and
also for making so happy a selection as{Dr. Muthu-
lakshmi Reddy. This lady- is a graduate of the
local medical oollege of more than 10 years stand-

"ing, and recently spent about a year in Europe’
specialising in diseases of women -and children,
She has always been an earnest sooial Jreformer:
a~d was one of the Indian delegates to the lastk.
“Wo nen's International Conference held injiParis,’

She is particularly interested in lessening the
sooial evil and elevating the Davadasi community.
Being the only lady in the Counoil she will feel
somowhat lonely and it would no doubt have been
better if the Government had nominated at least
one other lady. The Women's Indian Association
had suggested four names, one of which was that
of Mrs, Kamala Davi Chattopadhay who put up a
plucky fight in the South Kanara district for elec-
tion, but was defeated. The Government were quite
right in ruling her out on that ground, but could
have nominated another lady, say, Mra. Cousips,
It isto be hoped that the example set by Madras
will be followed by other provinces, particularly
Bombay, where talented ladies are more easily
and plentifully found to enrich the Legislature.

The dopressed classes nominations call for a
few remarks. Out of eleven only three are chosen
from Telugu districts and the other eight are from
Tamil districts in which the City of Madras ig in-
cluded. Even of the three, one is a Tamilian who
is temporarily sojourning in a Telugu distriot.
The Teluogu, Kanarese and Malyalam districts
justly feel aggrieved at this preponderance of
Tamil nominations and it is hoped that hereafter
at least such inequalities will be avoided. Again,
of the eleven persons nominated, five continue
from the last Council and two of them from the
earlier Council. If renomination depends on a
member’s record of work, there can be no objection
to it. Otherwise, it becomes the monopoly of a few
favoured individuals. In the present case renoc-
mination seems to be a reward for unquestioning
support of Governmeut. In the last Council one
nominated member of the depressed classes, Mr.
Veerian, was more active than all the others put
together and ventilated the special grisvances of
his community without caring for the frowns of
Brahmans, Non-brahmans or Government. If any-
one deserved remomination, it was he, Buf his
name is congpicuouely absent from this year’s list,
though a number of public mestings of the depreas-
ed clagses bad strongly urged hie remomination.
Of the new vominations, three are indeed happy—
those of Mr. N. Shiva Raj, Swami Sahsjanand and
Mr. S. Venkayya. The first is a High Court Vakil
and lecturer in the Law College and holds a unique
position among members of the depressed classes.
Between him and Rao Bahadur M. C. Raja there
should be no difficulty in giving adequate and
authentic expression to the needs and aspirations
of the depressed classes. Swamli Sahajanand is a
respeoted sanyasin of the depressed classes who is
devoting himself to their spiritual and moral ele-
vation at Chidambaram. Mr. Venkayya has done
during the last 10 years notable temperance and
oo-operative work in the villages of Xrishua dis.
trict and is devoting himself entirely to the service
of his community.

One aspect of nominations that should make
one think furiously is that they draw quite a crowd
of - supplicants to preferment’s gate Literally,
hundreds flook to the metropolis and spend there
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at least s month urging on various persons and
authorities their respective special claime for no-
minatiop. They wait on this member of Govern-
ment and that, on the outgoing Minister and the
fncoming Minister, on the leader of this party and
the leader of that, ses the Commissioner of Labour
and his subordinates of tho second and third degree,
run to their own Collector aud run back with a
letter of recommendation from him, and execute
mapy other interesting movements. The process
is inevitable when #o many nominaiions have to
be made and that too on communal grounds, Ne-
vertheloss, it 18 an ucheslthy one : those who
succeed feel too much cbliged to Government and
could hardly be independent, and the othera—98 or
99 per cont.—go back bitterly disappointed. Hap-
pily, befors tbe next nominatjons are due, the
Royal Commission will have sat.
V. VENEATASUBBAIYA.

AGRICULTURE AND THE ROYAL
COMMISSION.

1II.—A SURVEY OF THE EVIDENCE.

THE Commiasion started its investigation with
an admirable address from the Chairman, Lord
Linlithgow. His enunciation on the work of the
Commiesion, snd his emphasis on the similarity
of the economfe condition of the individual
farmer in all provinces will prove a very solid
basis for any recommendations the Commission
may make, One feels that he can wholeheartedly
endorae the sentiments of his Lordship when he
says: “I recognise that the result of our work will
depend In a large degree upon the extent to which
weo may be able to commend any conclusion at
which we may arrive, sound as I hope they may
be, to progressive and intelligent Indian agricul-
tural opinion.” One can only hope that if any re-
commendations should prove umnaceeptable, such
non-aocceptability will not be put down as dune
merely to lack of progressiveness or intelligence.
Taking a general survey of the evidenoe ten-
dered at Sim!a, one is struck with the unanimity
of the demand for strong central organisations by
most of the witnesses, Contralisation, espeoially
of researoh, bas been urged ae againgt provineiali-
eation. In this one cannot help sensing a strong
" desire to circumvent popular control whioh is be-
ing exceroised to a certain extent on the agricul-
tural and allied departments in the provinces. The
main reason urged for this centralisation is
the alleged lack of co-operation between the Pro-
vinoial Departments and the Imperial Departmeng
of Agriculture. This propossl, of course, has in.
variably been avcompanied by a demand for more
money. Leavirg aside the proposals with respect
to Irrigstion and Education, it is worth while
tolock a little closely into the proposal for the
creation of an All-India Board of Agriouture with
an Advisory Counoil and an Exeoutive Committee.
The oreation of this BEcard is to be followed by the

=1

establishment of experiment stations in different
parts of tha country, independent of the provincial
departments and manned and controlled by Impe-
rial officers,

A study of the research work that is being
carried on at Pusa and in the different provinces
makes it plain that there are very few -problems of
Agricultural Research that are really of an All-
India nature. Most of the problems are of a pro-
vincial nature and are best tackled locally, Since
our provinces are not agricultural units, but peli-
tical unite, there is a likelihood of work being
duplioated in differsnt provinces. While such
overlapping cannot be absolutely avoided, and ia
good within cartain limits, such limits may soon
be passed if proper precautions are not taken. Here
arises the need of some organisation to see that
overlapping of work in different provinoes is not
excespive. All that need be done is that the heads
of the provincial departments of agriculture should
meat once or twice & year and thoroughly diseuss
the research work that is being done and that
should be done at all the researsh stations in the
counfry. This should prevent undue overlapping
of work and provide a channel for complete oo-
ordination of work in all the provinces. There
geems to be no call either for the subordination of
the Provinoial departments to the Imperial depart-
ment or for the setting up of two agencies working
on the same lines in each province, Suech problems
ag are decided tobe of All-India importance can
be wovrked out sither at Pusa or at at some other
convenient centre under the direction of properly
qualified men. It is, however, desirable that a
contral bureau for the collsotion and free dissemi~
nation of the resulta of research work at various
centres be establised.

It was brought out in the ecourse of the evidence
that the present system of Agricultural Eduoation
was not guite satisfactory from the point of view of
training farmers. A suggestion has besn made for
giving facilities to students passed out of Agrioul-
tural Colleges for practical work on land for a few
yoar:, so as fo make them efficient managers of
farms, presumably of the big zemindars, While
this is good as far as it goes, the scheme might be
taken a step futher and made more complets by
properly organising such training and, what ie
more important, by helping such &8f those as can
not ind employment under zemindars, with faoi-
lities in the shapa of 1and and oapital for becom.
ing independent farmers themselves, Such a scheme
seems to ba absolutely necessary if we are to get
the fullest vaiue out of our agricultural institu-
tions, The suggesiion of the Chairman in this con-
neotion about the leasing of Crown lands to culti-
vators on certain oconditions is excellent and a
atep further can be taken in this direotion and
lands leased out on easy terms to those trained in
agrioultural institutions,

The use of vinema films to bring home to the
village people the utility of various improvements
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was rightly stressed by the Chairman. To this can
be added a frequent use of the ordinary magio
lantern and oharts pictorially depicting the results
of improved methods of oultivation, manuring,
marketing ete. Thus, hand in hand with education
imparted in fixed centres, as is at present done to
some extent, must be carried on educative work in
the rural parts. If we have to wait till the rural popu-
lation gets literate and is able to utilize the litera-
ture issued by the Departinent of Agriculture, more
fully, we shall have to wait for & very long time
indeed. Charts displayed in suitable positions in
villages and propaganda by means of lantern talks
would go very long way in bringing the results of
research work to the doora of culfivators. In addi-
tion to these, the more progressive of the cultivators
must be induoced to try ouf on their farms the
methods proved useful at the experiment stations.
There is somehow a bias in the mind of the ordi-
nsry cultivator against the results showa on Gov-
ernment farms, but when such results are obtained
by one of themselves without the intsrvenfion of
Government, there is a greater chance of such
result being emulated. The agencies that can be
utilisedfor these purposes of eduoation and propa-
ganda must be largely determined by loeal condi
tions. There is no necessity for establishing new
associations for this purpose, as thess would again
arouse the villagers® suspicions. As has been
suggested, the Village Panchayet could be orzanis-
ed and made a channel for this kind of propaganda.
It would then mean that only such items as meet
with the approval of the village elders will be
taken up, and here comes the element of seleation
by the farmers themselves and, incidentally,
scope for the powers of psrsuasion on the part of
the propagandist. This kind of work oan ba pash-
ed on rapidly if Governwuent assumes reiponsi-
bility for compensating the cultivators for any
loss that they may incur in their attempt to adopt
the methods advooated by its officers.

As has been remarked in the evidence, the
effect of literacy on the villagar is a point of some
importance. The imparfing of literary education
in however small a dose to the village young-
sters, often oreates in them a distaste for actual
work on the farm, But at the same time some
education is necessary before training in agricul-
ture ia undertdken, The mentality that educa-
tion is meraly a passport to enter Government ser-
vioe has to changes, and this change can easily
come about if a larger and larger numbar of edu,
oated men take to agriculture. Amenities of life
in rural parts should be gradually inoreassd and
an agricultural bias should be given to the educa-
tion given in rural schools. The fear that rural
folk may bacom more and more supercilious about
manual Jabour should not make us dissourage or
decry eduoational iastitutions: but,on tha other
hand, these institutions mast be made centres for
fostaring a proper kind of mentality.-

The question of proper ssed su>ply has been

wmentioned in the evidence. This is a very impor-
tant matter aad has not received adegquate atten-
tion. The sead trade has not been properly organis-
ed in this countre and it is almost left to chance
whether good or bad sead is used. There has not
been any concerted attempt made for the supply
of the very best kind of seed to the farmer. As
has been poinfted out in the evidence, Govern-
mont has to take the initiative in this matter of
organising the geed gsupply of the country.
The same has to be eaid about the mar-
keting of produce. Tha producer gets only a small
fraction of the profits of his 1abour, the bulk of it
going to the middleman batween him and the con-
sumer. It may not be possible, in all cases, for
every producer to get into direot touch with the
consumer, but it must ba possible to reduce the
number of middiemen by proper organisation. Aas
it is, the farmer is practically helpless; he is at
the mercy of the grain merchants who are meraly

brokers, take most of the profits and, above all,
shove the risks on to the shoulders of thes farmer.

A properly organised grain and produce market at

important centres should surmount this disparity
in the shouldering of tha burden of markat fl 10tua-
tions,

A gooddeal has baen said ahout Indianisation,
but it is very diffizult to come to any definite con-
clusions on the evidence tenderad. Weo find ful-
some praise of ths Indians as perfeetly suitad for
all kinds of research work, and we also fiad it
stated that it is a mistake t> insist on the Iadiani-
sation of Pusa. Weo are told :that ths Imperial
officers here get very much mo:e than what their
compeers gat outsile,and that the oficars who took
advautage of retiring on proportionate pinsions
had good app>intments elsewhere. One aspect of
this question, viz. the loss to India of the expe-
rience gained by officers who were admittedly paid
on a liberal scale, must be stressed. Whan we
know thatthe places of most of thess officars who
retired from the provinces have besn taken by In-
dians, when we are told that these rafired officors
were some of the best men in the service, and that
Provincial departments are now better manned
than before, we'are driven to the conclusion that
Iedianisation is not only not a bad thing, bu$ that
it should be carried out as fast as possible. Itis
needless to state that facilities must be freely forth-
coming for givinz the requisite number of Indiaas
the highest possible teaining whether in India or
oulside. Whenever necessary, Indian officars must
be enjouragad to gain experience outside India.
This does nmot mean that experts from ouiside
should not ba appointed for definite purposes and
limited periods. Espeoially in agriculture, where
experience counts for a good deal, every precan-
tion must be taken to see that the experience gaim-
ed at the cost of much money andlabour should no&
be lost to the country.

GUNDAPPA S. KEURPAD.
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EUROPE AFTER THE WAR.
By T. G. P. SPEAR.

V.—RUSSIA.

SINCE the time of Peter the Great, Ruegia has been
the ogre of modern Europe. Her steady advance
west wards, her absorption of Turkey and Poland,
and her final dictation of terms to Napnleon in 1814
com pelled respect for her powoer, and her dislasnce
and sirangenegs incremsed this respect into fear.
‘With the war, tbe Russian dream of securing Con-
stantinople and an oullet into the Mediterranean
seemed about to be realised with Allied consent:
and Italy’s example over the Trealy of London
affords some idea of the rize of the skeleton which
would L ave emerged from the Allied diplomatio
cupboard had Tmperial Russia been present at tte
Peace Conference.

But in Imperial Russia there was, in Shakes-
perian phiage, “ something rotten in the state of
Denmark. *- A country of peasants was controlled
by nobles who took little interest in their estater,
nnfl ruled by offioials whosa imperialism was in-
:_:plred by the needs of & small group of industrial-
iste., The resulting friction was evidenced on the
one l and by the plots of Anarchists and N ihiliste,
and on the other, by s harehly repressive 1égime.
The war proved the final blow to the already creak-
ing Goveroment machinery, and the Revolution
was the joint result of a goldiery demoralised by
defeat, cf cflicers who bad lost faith in the Czar,
and of workers needlessly bungry.

The succees of the first revolution was due to
“ the support given to the breadless rioters ¢f Petro-
grad by the ecldiers sent to reprets them, It placed
.1|n pewer nct the Bcoilalistr, but the Liberals or
Cadets ” who were the predomirant periy in the
Duma. The new Provincial Government intended
to call a Constitutent Assembly to settle the:égime
apd meanwhile to carry on the ware But it was
soon teset with difficulijes. 'The armies wore
already war-weary and dispirited, and their demc-
ralisation was hastened by the rash Army Order
No. 1 abolisking the death penalty. Committees
or Eoviets of soldiers and workmen sprang up every-
wh.ere. erd scon nothing cculd be done without
their consent. The peacants were no less war-
Weary and saw in the revolution chiefly an oppor-
t.unity of reizing the landlord's land, while the
. industrisl workers, hurgry and intoxicated with
succetr, wete the prey of avery agitator, and would
follow anyone who premised them bread, peace,
and rower. Thus the Provincial Government had
1o flim basis to its power, and was with its policy
of contiruing the war in eflect oppored to the
rLational feelings.

Rivals were not long warting to exploit this
weakness. The ohief of these were the Socialiste,
split befcre the war into the Bolshevik or Majority
section, who believed any methods justifiable for
the attaipment of power, and the Menshevik or

Minority Section ( also known as the Social Revo-
lutionary party ) who believed in democraoy. Tha
Cadets, who only represented the miocroscopio
middle class, were soon compelled to call in the
Mensheviks a8 representing the factory workers,
and in July the Cadet Prime Minister, Prince Lvoff
gave way to the Menshevik leader Eerensky. Both
these parties believed in the comntinuanoce of the
war, and the sppointment-of Kerensky was signa=
lised by a new attempt at an offensive, The Bolshe-
viks on their part, as scon as their leader Lenin
could reach Petrograd from Switzerland, consis-
tontly promiced everything which they thoughf
might attract the masees. They promised land to
the peasantr, peaces to the soldiers and nationalisa-
tion to the factory workers, and their cause was
much helped by the military rising of General
Korniloff, which Kerensky defeated by arming the
Petrograd workers. The people followed, as people
will, the men who promised them their heart's

" desize and in November, a fow weeks before the

Constitutent Arsembly was due to meet, the Provi-
siocnal Government was swiftly overthrown by the
people of Petrograd. The Bolshevikas had reached
their goal.

But like their predecessor, they were beset
with difficultics, and no one anticipated a long
epell of power. The Germans were deep into
Russia, revolts broke out in Siberis, 8, Russia and
the Ukraice, and the Socizl Revolutionaries wers
pletting in their midst. Lenin firet dealt with the
Mensheviks, and dispersed theConstituent Assembly
as goon as it met. He then determined on peacs ab
8Dy price with Germary in order to give Ruasia
a breathing space, and signed in March 1918 the
Trealy of Brest-Litovak which ceded Poland out-
vight and left & ring of border States, from Finland
in the North of the Ukraine in tke South under
German influence. Then he turned to the Civil
‘War, and made Trotsky Commissar for war to
to organise the Red Army. The rising of the Social

‘Revolutionaries in July was met by the institution

of the “Cheka" or counter-relvolutionary tribunal,
which crganised the Red Terror, and by Trotsky’s
energetio’ measures Admirsl Koltohek in Siberis,
Penikin in the south ard the Poles were sucose-
eively defeated. After the failure of the Bolshevik
attack on Wartaw in 1919, peace was gradually
made with the various border Stales and by 1920
tte Boleheviks were secure in Russis, though they
had been repulsed from Western Europe and were
for.ced with a ring of succession States

L: The Bolsheviks were now free to develop their
interral progre mme, defined in “the declaration of
the rights of werkizg and exploited people” as the
abolition of ¢xploitation and of olasses, and com-
plete natioraliraiism. The two parte of this poliey
were tke raticnalieation of industry and of land,
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The first was accomplished easily enough, ail
fectories being nationalised and all private trading
forbidden,but when the Bolsheviks eame to the land
they met stubborn opposition. On the outbreak of
tbe Revolution, the peasants had quickly occupied
the land withont waiting for any expropriation, and
they had since supported the Bolsheviks in the
Civil War largely because the “Whites” had shown
signs of restoring the land to the landlords. When
the Bolsheviks nationalised the land, they refnsed
to send supplies of grain into the towns, and when
a Food Army was organised to seize supplies in the
villages, they replied by burying their grain and
not sowing the ¢rops. Famine soon faced the
country, with disease hard in its wake. Lenin, with
his accustomed realism, then saw that concessions
were necessary and he seized the opportunity of
the rising of the Kronstadt garrison in 1921 to
forece on the Communist Party the “New Economio
Policy.” "“The mind of the peasant is made up,”
he declarsd, and he therefore abolished requistion-
ing and allowed free trading and, while maintain-
ing the nationalisation of the land in theory, recog-
nised the oocupational right of individual pecsanta.
In the towns petty trading was allowed, though
the factories remained under State oontrol. In the
primitive and semi-wild economics of Russia,
Lenin considered such a step a blessing; it has
certainly restored confidence and some progperity,
and he has been followed by the reopening of com-
munication with the West by means of trade agree-
tents.

The desth of Lenin in 1924 was a great blow to
the Bolsheviks who replaced him by a triumvirate,
of whom Stalin is now the aocepted head, and who
still retain an empty chair at the head of the table
at their meectings. But it has not interrupted
the new policy, and Trotsky's recent disgrace
as the advocate of further reforms has been
balanced by an equal disregard of the old orthodox
communists,

The new Russian Sta'e has been organised as
an elaborate system of federated national republics.
At the centre is a Foderation of Russian Republies
t+o whioh are united, under the name of the Union
of Socialist and Soviet Republics, all those national
republics which firat proclaimed their independence
and later were reduced to submission., The exe-
cutive unit Is the Soviet or Committes and the
administrative unit is the village. Direct election
is used only for the village Soviets, whioh them-
selves elect representatives to the Volost and so on
through all the old governmental divisions of Vezd,
Provines and Goveroment to the All-Russian
Assembly of Soviets at Mozoow. This is the neareat
approach to the Western democratic Parliaments,
and meets once a year to ratify the acts of the
Executive who are called the People’s Commissara.

Parallel to this organisation is the Comunist
party. which also has its provincial ocommittees
and its annual Congress and its supreme
" Council. The oconneotion between the two is
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maintained by the prohibition of all other poli-
tical parties, by a ban on all their political
meetings and by the intimidation of voters. The
Saviat syatem is, in fact, the shell which surrounds
the communist kernel, and the annual mestings
of the Communist party Congress are quite as
important as the All-Russian Assembly for settling
policy. Separate in theory, again, but also maunned
largely by the same men, is the Third Interna-
tional whose object is to foment world revolution.
The Bolsheviks maintain that it is an entirely
distinct organisation, but as they avowedly sympa-
thise with its aims they ean hardly ocomplain if
foreign powers frequently connect the machina-
tions of the one with the agents of the other.

In Europe, Bolshevik foreign polioy has been
limited to agreements like the British Trade Agree-
ment of 1921, and the more recent treaty with
Germany. In Aesia, however, they have had a
cloarer field and they have exploited every anti-
Western movement as a means of pressura on the
Capitalist Powers. They honourably evacuated
Russian troops from Persia, are on friendly terms
with Turkey, and have supported the Cantonese
and the Kuo-min-Chun in China. How far this is
the work of the Bolshevist Government, and how
far of the Third International, it is diffioult to
disoover ; aud it is this very diffioulty which is
the chief obstacle to the remewal of normal rela-
tions batween Russia and the rast of Europe.

The Bolshevist Government is essentially un-
demooratic. Itseized power by force and retained
it by terror, and to-day it rules its Commuaist
supporters, a tiny minority of the whole pepulation
by means of the army and ite local Communist
agents. “ What's for their good, not what pleases
them" has been thair Cromwellian maxim of gov-
ernment—a paternalism tempered by terror. In
their methods they show, as will have been noticed,
a striking resemblance to the Fascists; their
exploitation of a confused situation to hoist them-
selves into power, their systematic extinotion of
sllopposition, theirsemi-deification of their leaders,
and their decentralising tendencies are all strik-
iogly similar; only in their ultimate aims—socia-
listio and international as against capitalist and
pationalist—do they diverge. The futuras of Bolshe-
vism is uncertain, but it seems probable that the
Bolsheviks must either abandon their principles
and develop Russia as an industrial State, or
continue to govern, as in effect they are doing to-
day, in defiance of their ownu principles. Ia either
case, they must lose the enthusiasm which belief
in an idea has given them, and traad the way of
most oligarchies whioh begin as governments of
the best for the many and end as governments of
the worat for the few. But this day is yet far
distant, and meanwhile we may watoh with inte-
rest the moral possibilities of their system, which
by making service to the State the mode and the
amassing of wealth disreputable, divert into more
fruitful channels the immense energies devotad in
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the West to the race for fortunes. Should the
-aystem last, it might give a moral superiority to
"Boviet Russia which would outweigh the greater
technloa) efficiency of the caplitalist West, It is

‘this which makes the present Russian situation so
interesting and prompts us to agree with Dr,
Keynes when he recently remarked * Qut of the
the cruelty and stupidity of the old Russia nothing
new could ever emerge, but In the oruelty and

- stupidity of the new Russia some spark of the ideal
may lie hid""

THE CHINESE SITUATION.

IL-THE CRISI®,

IN the provailing ohaos the growiog Chinese
nationalist movement offers the only hope for the
“future of China. While the government at Peking
recognized by the Powers has steadily grown
weaker year by year, the Southern government at
-Canton founded by the Kuomintang with Sun Yat
-8en as its leader and claiming to be the only consti-
tutional government in China, has increasingly
‘won popular support. Though the death of Sun was
-'s great loss, the government at Canton continue to
enjoy popularity and oconfidence of all self respect-
ing and progressive Chinese. Kuomintang is the
direot desoendant of the Tungmenghui, the secret
revolutionary society that brought about the re-
volution of 1911 and the downfall of the Manchu
dynasty. From a secret sooiety the organization
-became a political party under the present name
in 1912. The principles on which the party is
‘based are popularly known as the “ Three Prinoi-
ples of the People.” They were formulated by Sun
“Yat Sen and may be briefly desoribed as (a) the
Prineiple of the People's nationalism, (b} the Prin-
-¢iple of People's sovereignty and(c} People’s live-
iibood or Soocialism. Sun himself pointed out their
-analogy to Lincoln’s famous phrase ‘Government
of the people, by the people for the people.’ Sun
4did not hope to establish an all-China government
‘based on these principles all at once. He recognized
thiee stages in the execution of thia programme,
' The first would be that of military diotatorship
when peace and order wovld be established. The
-wecond would be the period of political tutelege,
when the prime task would be to ‘educate our
maiters.” The third and final period would be the
-constitutional period when a written oconstitution
‘would be the fundamental law of the land ( Dr.
C.C. Wu in the China Weakly Review September
'25,1926 ) The Kuomintang is now wvictorionsly
marohing northward and at present controls
‘'Kwantung, Kwangsi, Fukien, Hunan, Hupeb, Ac-
-cording to a recent Router cable, the headquarters of
the Southera government is to ba transferred from
-Canton to Hankow. It is expeoted that the Kuomint
.ang army will soon capture Shanghal.
It is imporiant to remember that the fight
-bot veen North and South is not a fight between
the northern and southern people. In Hunan and
Hupelh the oivil population weloomed the Southern

(6)

army as it marched past the roads. Foochow be-
flagged itself on the entry of the (Cantonese army.
The real strugzle ia between mercenary militarism
and progressive forces in China. The rival * con-
stitutionality * of Peking and Canton government
will soon lose all pignificance, for Canton will cast
aside its disputed claim to * lineal legal authority’
and base its claim on political revolution.

To an outsider Chinese political developments
appear very confusing, the unfamiliar names of
zenerals and military chiefs adding to the con-
fusion. The following conspectus of the Cninese
situation in the middle of Ootober last is taken
from the North China Daily News, and may prove
helpful in understanding the Chinese political
developments,

(1) Chavg Tso Lin—the Mukden warlord is alleg-
od to have the support of Japan, controls Man-
churia and a corridor into Peking via Tientsin,
is reported to have been requested to take up
the government at Peking after the recent re-
signation of the Cabinat.

Chang Chang-Chang ; Shantung and Chihli to
Kalgan—is in alliance with Coang Tso Lin.
Sun Chuang-Fang ; Kiangan, Kiangsi, Fukien
(since captured by the Cantonese), Chekiang
and Anhui.

Chiang Kai-Shek ; Kusntung, KXwangsi, Honan
and Hupeh., Has since oapturcd Fukien—at
the head of the Cantonese Northern Expedition,

Wu Pei-fu; a small area in Honan which he
holds by the consent of his subordinates ; was
a powerful military leader of the North sus-
tained crushing defeat at the hands of the
Southern army; alleged to have had the
support of Great Britain; has oceased to
be a force in China. |
Feng Yu-hsiang ; Kansu with Sinkiang binter-
land; Mongolis which he holds by virtue of
his assceiation with Soviet Russia and a move.
ing corridor into Shensi ; usually known as the
Christian General, was a subordinate of Wu
Pei-fun whom he deserted and fought against
bim in alliance with the Kuomintang army;
founder of the Kuominohun (People’s Party) is
‘marohing southward to effeot a junotion with
thbe Cantonese army.

Tang Chi-yao ; Yunan, Kueichow.

Yen Shih-Shan ; Shansi.

Szechuan is divided among inferi’or military
controllers of small areas,

The Western Powers have never oconcealed
their contempt and hostility towards the Southern
Government at Canton, not the least reason being
that it is Bolshevik and in active alliance with
Soviet Russia, That the Canton government have
Russian advisers and e section of radical young
Chinese have Bolshevik sympathies are admitted
by those who know the present day affairs in Can-
ton. But whether for that reason the Southern

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

@
(8)
(9)

‘government oan be oalled Bolshevik ia opea %o

question, In the words of the ‘Christian’ General
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¥Feng who enjoyed the corfidence of the West-
etn Pcwers until his recent visit to Russia
and his alliance with the Canton Government,
‘*The Bolshevik propaganda is blazed out to scare,
the Western public. I term that nonsense. When we
appeal for justice and the Western Powers answer
with gunboats, it is natural that my countrymen
will welcome any kind of alliee” {quoted in
Foreign Affairs (New York ), October 1925). It is
the ruthless injustice of the imperialism of the
Western Powers that helps Russia to convert
Asiatics to her theory of government and State.
These Powers isolated Russia in Europe, almost
foreing her to accept the r6le of an Asiatio nation.
If she coneents to play the part assigned to ber by
‘Western diplomacy and becomes an Asiatic power,
* *this would mean more than aloss to Europe of
some 150 million young, alert and gifted Euro-
peans, and the subtraction of vast territoriea with
incaleculable wealth. Asia would, through the
expulsion of Russia from Europe, become not only
richer as Europe became pcorer, but wculd have
found in the Russian reople leaders in her possible
fight with the West (Michael Farbman in Europa
Year Book, 1926 ). The latter part of the above
statement finds support in the declaration of Lecn
Trot:ky. “ What is the use of sending to tte East
and to the West secret agents with Mosccw goid
in cne pocket and poiscn end dynamite in anothers
when such sgent cannot accomplich a thousandth
part of the revolutionary educational work done
ty foreign capitalists and bty the foreign press in
China.” ( Quoted in Foreign Affairs, New York,
October. 1925. ) -

In the meanwhile, the Cantcnese army conti-
pues its victorious march northwerds. Its remarka-
ble discipline, complete abstention from plunderand
scrupulcus regard for tte civil populaticn have wop
it tkte devoled support of the people of the provines s
it has trought under its control. The Kucmintang
represerts the best and the moet pregressive forces
operatirg in the Chincse life today. It is due to its
activities that the Chinese have clowly outgrown
the superstition that the sapction for China’s exi.
stence as a sovereign Siate is the assent of the
Powers. The march of the Cantonese frcm Canton
to Hankow Yas synchronized with a remarkable
chapge of attitude fowards the Southern govern-
ment on the part of the Powers. TLeir erstwhile
contem ptucus hostility is swiftly changing into
tolerance and before long will become' recogrition
and support, if only the Souttern Army maintsins
end extend ite present position of power. Britain
and France have already sigrified their-willingness
to recognizo tke 'Red’ Southcrn government as
the goverrment of Chirs, provided it agrees toa
revision of treaties and not thelr abolition. The
bistcry of privileges hes never beem a bistory of
voluntary abdicsticn ard China knows it too well
to ccnsent willingly toany sgreement which dwarfs
her territcrial sovereignty.

A Chirese Republic with a truly cemocratio
goverrmert and efficient system of administration

_upon to regotiate a deal totween those

will greatly icfluence the outlook of the people and®
the policies of governments in all Asiatio coun--
ires, particularly in Southern Asia. The leaven.
of the new sprit is working in the East manifest-.
ing itself in the activilies of the Kuomintang in
China, in the freedom movement in India, in the
independence movement in the Philippines, in the.
“ Bolghevik " risings in Java and in the reform
movement in Korea and Inco China, If not frus:rat-
ed by the superior might of the Powers all these
movements will lead to the enfranchirement of
countless millions to a richer and fuller life, The
national consolidation of China will open a new
chapter in Asia no lesssignificant than the one which
opened with tte end of the Russo-Jaranese war.

J. B. SEN.

"1

OUR PARIS LETTLR.

Paris, Novemler 30,
THE GARIBALDI AFFAIR.

THE Garibaldi sffair which stll continues to
attract attention has now assumed certaln propor-
tions. The real inward cause of its impoitance is
the repeated Fascist provocstions against t‘he
French, oulmirating in the recent frontier incid-
ents and the conviction in France that 1l Duce
tends rather to overlook the fanaticism of his fol-
lowers ; and it must always be rememl_:ered t_hat
the French ate peculisrly sensitive of their Nation-
alism and resent any slight to it with obaracteris.
tic Latin jeslousy. Itis now understood that the
jssues to which these incidents gave rise have been
settled, or are in the way of beirg gettled to the ratis-
faction of both the governments, and Signor Museo-
lini has rot disdained to bow before the storm
to render suitable arology when he fqundl_r. was
invitable. The ultimate fate of Garibaldi and
Maoia is still a matter of conjecture, but it is
said that the French Government are nct con
tent with merely expellirg them from France, but
ate bent on prosecuting them on the _technlcal
chargo of being in unlawful possession of arms €0
as to deal an exemplary rum.-h-ment in the case
of the present (ffenders with 8 view to discourage
similar activities on the part of .forelgr,ers on
Frepch soil which have become quite numerous.
On the other hard, it is equslly clesr that ihe
Government are in no need at present to_ocmph-
cate their relatiors with Italy when their hgnds
ate full of the burden of internsl ¢ fiairs. B?Eld?ﬂ,
as frome of the Fierch papers such as :LAc!zon
Francaise have pointed ovof, the eltercations bet-
ween the two Latin peoples serve o1 ly_to give
ap occasion for jert and even mischievous intrigue
to certain powers.
FRANCO-iTALIAN RELATIONS.

As the day of the preliminary (Geneva Arms
Conference approeches, ibe pcesibility of inter-
views paving the way to it is foreseen. Ope of
thete is between Sir Austen Chamberlain and
M. Briand. A writer in the Echo de Parzs.sska_:
 Arbiter between France and Germany, will Sir
Anpsten Chamberlain interpore in the same caps city
between Hrance and Italy ? For gseveral days it has
been mentioned and repeated.. The French a.Pd.
English Ministers will meet with Signor Must oliri
pot in QGebnevs, but in scme sonthern village,
perkaps Locarno or Stresa, which has not yet be:ain
desigrated, Towards Ttaly, as well as towards

ol . lled
Germavy, the British Foreign Office fe::shoc:v i:h.
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"to enlarge their possessions and those who wish to
-defend their possessions. We have already observ-
-ed that the hour for the Franco-Italian negotia-:
“tions bas not yet avrived. ™

FRARCO-GERMAN RELATIONA

Nor are the Franco-German relations much
more resssuriog. Alluding to the several anti-
Republican manifestations that bave recently
ocourred in Germany, the Figaro enncludes: *“From
these diverse demonstrations by (G iyrman Nationa-
lists one practical conclusion may be drawn. Itis
evident that the Reich afior attempting withount
great success a tactful diplomacy, sndeavours, on
the eve of the 1eunion of the Ciuacil of the
League of Nations, to impress ns with arrogance
of its attitude. Its tactics are too apparent to
boodwink us. It will furnish us onee more with
iaformation and reosll to us that, regardless of
goodwill, proved by the Thoiry conversations, we
should take pracautions and think of our secerity. *
And the tone of L'Echo de Paris ia much the same :
not loog ago it had a leadiig article under the
heading “Fhe Crimipal Evacuatin” referring to
the evacuation of the Rbineland. Further, M.Briand
in an interview with Herr Von Hoesoh, German
Ambassador in Paris, at the Quai d’orsay is atated
to bave told him that he did not agree with the
majar portion cf Herr Stresemaan’s racent spsech
and bluntly added that a diffsrent policy must be
pursued by the German Republio if they were to
reap the full benefits of the Locarno Agreement.
The French Foreign Minister pointed out that
he disagreed totally with Herr Stresemana on
five points: (1) That German disarmament is
complete and the rniseion of ocontral should be
withdrawn at once. (2) That the gquestion of
German secret sicieties was purely a domestio
ope. {3) That the question of German disarmimsnt
was related to general disarmament. (4) That
Germany could nst accept the plan of military
investigation preparad by the Leagues of Nations.

-4{3) That the polley of Loocarno presupposes the
evacuation of tha Raineland. M, Briand on behnif
of his goversment indicated thit Fraance held
exactly opposite views on all these five points, Are
the rajoicings of Locarno a little premasura ?

FRENCH FINANCE.

8ince M. Puinocaré took over the e¢antr)l of the
French finance events have marchad as to the
man of the hour, and everything that happened has
favoured his course. The miners’ strike, or rather
the ooal situstion in England, eliminatd the most
-gerious ocompatitor to france from the commeraial
field. And international speoulators have marohed
hand in hand with the French Pcime Minister who
hit them 80 hard in the spring of 1924 when he
ran the franoe up from 123 to 70 to the pound in a
fow weakl_al: their expense, Now these very spacu-
lators are just as eager to force the frane np ward
a8 M. Poincaré appears to be, and it is reckoned
"¢hat not only haze they made good their former
loesss, but handsome profits besides; aund they
oount on oapturing a lot more t> add to the thon-
sand of million franos they have made. Sattlemoant
days ara reported to bave been very uapleasaunt on
the ?nris Baurse aud thera has besn compulsory
sslliog of shares at heavy loss to grovide funds to
meet commitments. It issaid that the Bursiers
of Paris are in a state of alarm for they ses foreign
spesulators not merely makiog huge profits on the

francs, but simultaneously getunz tieir grip
0N _bl’g slices of Frenoh ialustry by
ploking up the shares at gift-prics.

Toe foroing up of the frano from 240 to the
dound—:he lavel it had reached under M. Herriot

to 14)-—it touched 121 a fow days ago—is a spec-
tacular feat, but the French manufsoturers wao
have been caught in a very difficult situation by
this astonishing revalorising ara ahc_rwing signg
of playing for safely. The raw materials for the
goode which they are at present axporizlng waore
bought seversl months ahead, which is to say,
that they wers paid for at the highest rates during
the low period of the frane, So long as the frane
remained low they could undersell foreign compe-
titora abroad and at home through assistance fron
factora such as lower taxes and lowar salariei in
their turn rendered possible by lower prices of food-
stuffs, ete. Buat ix the past few months internal
prices have soarad up and heavy new tares have
been imposed. Thas the immense advantage
which the Frenoh manufacturers enjoyed have
been taken away from them when they have to
face ths problem of renewing their stosks of raw
materials. Fuarthermors, they have to keep in
viaw the continued possibility of tae frane improv-
ing 83 the Prime Minister ha3y criated the imptes-
aion that he will pursne the polioy of ravalorisa-
tion. The imports for October this yeir wers: a
million tons jess than in October of last year,
which would seem to indicate that they would pra-
fer to do less busines in order to reduce their risks.

M. Poincaré’s sucosss hss been siigular in
more than one raspect. Toe budget which has
bean the toushstone of moteoria Franch Ministries
has baen dealt with by the veteran imn his charac-
teristic manner. Ha gave to the Caambar and tha
Senate a time-limit of fifty days for noting the
waole measars and he got a parliamantary
guccess in oblsining by a larze mijo-
rity the oconssnt of the Chanbar at the first
sitting of its sprcial session to examine no other
basiness until the budzet was completed. This
exceptionsl postponement of the usual disoussion
on interpellations oo the ganeral policy as the first
business of the session, though extreme!ly resented
by the radicsl pirty, has geaer.lly spraking met
with the country’s approval. Tae reason for t!.us
is that, tired of unending parliamentary dialeotics,
the peaple weliome the exsoution of a oentfnl
policy. The desire for sush cantral authority
gstands manifest today almost evarywiaere in
Europe in the sevaral diotatorships of continental
cauatries, and I think the presont Conservative
government in England had its genesis in some
such cause. In Francoe itself thera is a parly xo-
presented by L'action Francaise, who stand for tt}e
restoration of monarchy on the ground fhat it
would give s co-ordinvtiag power to the policies of
tho atats and whose protagonists are m1stly young
m1n of the middle and highar classes who eould be
scen on a Sinday sellinz ths nawspapar reprosant-
ing their cause to the crowds emerginz from the
Churches. .

REACTION AGAINST DEMOCRACY,

The problem of Dymacracy is not t1e problen
for India aloas, but one whioh exercises thy whola
of the oivilised world to-day, and not the laa-st
amonz them coantriss who have grown grey in
pacliamantiry teaditions. Hwa is what & rezent
writer says in L'Echo de Puris: * Abiolate Dymo-
oracy i3 no more able to maolve tie problem of
authority than absol it» monarchy was caipable of
regolving it inits owa time. Ualimited, cangaless,
uaoomjansated, wita all the oconsegrenocas it baars
in itself and oanaot fail to prodaoce, Diynoora:y
is a rough goverament waioch puts culture down
fatally and paves the way for byrbarism. It is a
grvernment, patty, unsafe, voracious, one taat has
00 future in the spirit basause it daspisaa the spir
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and cares for no tomorrow."”” Severe as this indict-
ment may seem, it is the refloction of the fimer
spirits of & nation finding themsselves in a political
impasse, " The first thing ” the same writer lays
down “ to do is to break with the mortal fanoy of
an order, a government, a state, gathered exolu-
sively from numbers ; and the second thing to do
is to Iimit the omnipotence of parliament.” Oddly
enough, at about the same time this article was
published the continental Daily Ma:l had a leader
on the same subject where, with its usval vehem

ence, it pleaded for limiting the suffrage and
depriving those who lived on the dole of some of
their political rights. All of which affords ample
material for our reflection.

REVIEWS,

KIPLING'S STORIES;
DEBITS AND CREDITS. By RUDYARD KIPLING.
( Maomillan & Co., London.) 1926, 724 x 34
pp. 416.

APROPOS of a certaiv poem of Kipling's, written
after his eritical illness in 1899,"Mr. Stead animad-
verted in The Review of Reviews in these terms:
“ The sequalae of diseass are sometimes worse than
the maledy itself. Take for instance the sad
oase of Rudyard Kipling. Ever since his serious
illness in New York he has hardly written a line
that is worth reading. The doctors saved his life,
but the disease carried off bis genius.” Buf since
then the vitality of his genius has been vindicated
and the prophecy belied often,—so refreshingly.
Nor are any dreaded sequalae of 1ast year’s illness
apparent in his latest book of poems and tales
published under the modest title of “Debits and
Credits’’—modest bacause, if the balance were to
be struck, there would only be credits and no debit
in the author's literary accounts. Not that one
does not find in this book plenty of the mere ashes
of genius, but that they conceal much of his wonted
fires. Containing as it does tales, fantasies, fables,
episodes, short stories, extravaganzas, and poems
that are pitched in different keys from the Old
Kiplingian to the New serious-ethical, the book
oan hold its own for sheer versatility with any
other of Kipling’s youth. His mind is now mno
lopger in India with Anglo-Indian civilians, clerks,
soldiers, and policemen, but with soldiers and
sailors returned from or engaged in the late War,
and with other charaoters and their fates at home.
And this vintage of the author’s green old age has
at its best a mellow bouquet of its own that we do
not expect from the heady, full-bodied wine of
adolescence.

Two stories in the book, The Wish House and
The Eye of Allah are the work of a master whose
oraftsmanship and truth of portraiture, marvellous
as is the one and inspired as is the other, are but
ancillary to imaginative vision. In The Wish
House two old Sussex dames, Mrs. Ashoroft and
Mres. Fettley, each with a dubious past, reminescing
over old times garrulously, for the embers of
memory regarding a tragio love affair in the life of
them, Mrs. Ashoroft. She (Mrs. A.) had loved Harry
with a love strong as death, and he had deserted
her. She bscomes a victim to headache, &ill a little
girl devoted to her, who had learnt from Gypsies
the mystic art of wishiing oneself into another's
troubles, and so freeing him or her from them,
comes to Mrs Ashoroft, wishes away her headache
and takes it to herself. A few days pass and Mr».
Ashoroft hears that Harry had fallen ill of a septie

wound on bis leg ; her heart burns in tender love to-
nurse him, but he would not allow. Wall she he-
thinks herself of the Empty House, by ringing the
bell on the door of which and by “wishing her wish
through the slit of the letter-box™ tha little girl had
transferred the malady to herself like a garment.
The sequel : Mrs. A’s lover becomes whole and she
develops the lifelong agony of cancer—the wapes
of self-forgetting love! And now, on the edge of her
grave, in caim matter-of-fact tone, she was raconnt-
ing the wealth of her love and its unplumbed tra-
gedy. The quiet close throbs with a most moving
pathos. Mrs. Asheroft acks her old, purblind friend
{Mre. Fettley.)

“But the rain do count.don’t ey think Liz? The pan
do connt to keep ‘Arry—where I want' im. Say it can't
be waated, like.

Mra. F: “I'm sure of it sure of it, dearie.
your reward.

The nurse entering just then to dress the
wound. Mrs. A desires ber friend in a feeble
wtisper to look at it.

« Mrs. Fettley looked and shivered, Then she leaned’
over, and kissed Mrs. Asheroft once ob the waxy yellow
forehead and again on the faded grey eyes.™

The dialogne at the begicning of the storv,.
with its aimlesa inconsequentialness, is exactly
a page torn from life, and does not in the least
look like being directed by a deft hand frrm be-
hind with a view to develop the <tory; Kipling
hag the cunning to forge the very handwriting of
Nature and of ‘lying like truth.’ As we wind
along in the prattle of the two croves, we find
utterances that light up, as by a flasb, whole
spaces of life. The language and colour of the
story are drab, but its stuff is of iridescent lustre.
In the heart of 2 humdrum creature, of the ea_rth
earthy, like Mrs. Ashcroft, we see love awakening-
the sleeping Avgel, and the soiled o_lothes hardly
veil its burning wirgs. In the Epilogue-poem—
*“ Rahere "—that flanks the story, the author
appesars as chorus and bids the reader to penotrate
through the strange cozenage and maak. of things
and value the spiritual Radium that lies hidden
in the heart of self-surrendering love. Gilbert,.
the Norman King's physician, remarks to the
Jester, Rahare, when they come across & woman,
whole aud oleav, tending a leper, faceless, finger-
less, obsc:ne——mere Corruption -swaddled man-
wise :

“Fig a motion of the Spirit -that revealeth God to man
In the shape of Love exceeding, which regarisnot taint or fall
Sinee in perfeot Love, saith Scripture, can be no excoss at all”.

The Eye of Allah takes us to thirteenth cen-
tury England, wrapping us in the at.mosphera of
the middle Ages as we read it. With a weird
power, Kipling clothes the re_velatlons of _the:
miocroscope (as it was first introduced into
Engiand ) with the circumstances of Mediaeval
superstitions, and an artist is made to embellish
the borders of an illuminated M.S, of St Luke-
with unimagined, bizarre shapes of devils—being-
none else than animaloules elongated, globular
and annular, seen in a drop of wa'ter through the
mioroscope, the “ Eye of Allah™!| The fearful,
tremulcus anticipations of Science in the Middle
Ages, that sought obscure corners and aborted
under the stifling air of the Churgh, the guilty
consoience with which scientific minds quencha}!’
the glimmerings of light within thom; the martyr's
courage that those ages dqmanded from seekers.
after positive knowledge like Roger Bacon, are
vividly carved as it were- on one-mqh ivory by a
wigard hand, a casual flourish of which is epough
to conjure back the Spirits of & long-buried Pastl

You'll' ave
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It is while reading such fantasies and stories that
one willingly waives one’s quarrel with Dixon
Soott and approves his well-known sssessment of
Kipling’s virtues, oxtravagant as it might seem if
it were to hold good for all his Anglo-Indian
-stories. * They find beauty in bis work, they find
magio and strangeness, they find hints of insorut-
-able foroes and mysterious powers, and constant
reminders of something wunimaginable beyond;
they expericnce that rich commotion of the blood
-we call romanoce, and are thrilled and renewed by
it muoh as others are supposed to be thrilled and
-renewed by past poetry......" ,
Among other stories that bring up the rear in
various degrees of excellence we may mention The
Bull that Thought, the story of a human-brained.
-veritable Napoleon or Foch amongbulla(!) told with
the gusto, sympathy and humour that mark the,
maaster-hand at animal stories that Kipling has been ;
On the Gale, a droll ekit, rich with a “veined
humanity,” that either the author of The Penguin
Island or of the Dialogues of the Dead might have
written in their less ironic and more genial
moments; Propagalion of Knowledge, the far better
of the two Stalky & Co. storiee, contains all the
-raoy, acid humour that Kipling called into play
when holding up to'ridicile that prototype of all
‘pompous and narrow pedagogues—King, of the
Army Class—whom the less a profesgor or teacher
resembles the better for him. In the other stories
Xipling’s remarkable command of telegraphese
diaieot and slang in dialogues runs to waste, for
‘they do not lead to anything significant—but
merely ply up and down like a saw that cuts no
wood. Readers whose nice palates bave besn
whetted by the exquisite artietry and economy of
0. Henry, Stevenson, Hawthorne, Hardy or Bret
Harte, may find sume of the stories not mentioned
‘hera, !If: not ;exactly dull, at any rate perilously
near it

Each of thess proge sketches is preluded by a
poem doing the office of a motto, and some ars also
esoorted at the close by another standing for a

.d'envoi, 'We have all known two Kiplings : an in-
ferior one—"the banjo bard of the Empire’—the
Jingo poet who celebrated the untutored material
strength of the Empire, oftan in doggerel and
-barrack-room slang, and the other, the nobler
ginger o‘f The Recessional and the inspiring lines
calied “ If*, If in the poems in this volume
Kipling has not risen to the lovel of & wates, if he
-does not riee to the height of

* A poet who was sent

For a bad world's punishment,

By compelling it to see

Golden glimpses of To Be

By compelling it to hear

Songs that prove the angels near, ”
weither has he sunk back into his inferior phase—
his sloughed-off self, let us hope, There is many

& line among them that compels re-reading. On
tha whole, a good book—though, coming from the
-old Kipling, it should have beea;less unegual.

R, SADASIVA AIVAR.

THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION,

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF
THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION. By
CHARLES E. MARTIN. (Oxford Univeraity-
Press, New York. ) 1926. 9x 514 pp. 440,

BOOKS on the American Constitution are a legion,
Yot the mspecial interest of Professor Charles
Martin's work, is that it is a atudy of the forma.

AN

——

tion and development of the Ameriean Constitu-
tional syatem aad of the ideals upon which it is
based with dllustrative materials. Professor Martin
does not follow the traditional method of treating
the subjec’; he tells the story of the formation and
devolopment of the constitution by a reference to
the important constitutionsl doocuments, impor-
tant oases, and the lives of leading men.

The book is divided into three parta, In the
firat part the author deals with the formation of
the American Colonial System from the time of
English and colonial origing to its framing and
adoption. Beginning with the legal and p-litical
ideas of the British system finding a place in the
Colonial system, the author gives a sketch of the
constiiutional organisation of a Royal or Provin-
cial oolony like Virginia, a proprietory colony
like Pennsylvania, and a corpora‘e colony as
Massachusets, Proceeding the anthor enumerates
the classes of colonial sooiety based upon economio
statug and points out their relation to political
power. The general features of British constitu-
tional control in the oolonies like weto, appaals,
control of the monetary system by the British
Parliament, control by the Governor over colonial
legistatures, appointment of judioisl officers and
regulation of trade—are next dealt with. Coming
to the period of the Revolution, the author points
out how leading Americans like Otis, Samuel
Adams, Tobu Adams, Thomas Panie, and
Alexander Hamilton deserted their doctrines based
upon constitutional documents and seized upon
the theory of natural rights. As the author
gays iop. 18, ' In framing a formal justifioation
of the Revolution, however, the colonists adverted
to the philosophy of actual rights ™

The Revolution began and revolutionary in-
stitutions were set up to carry on the government.
dhe government under the Articles of Confedera-
tion was tried and found wanting, and hence
atatesmen of the Revolntionary period urged a
reorganisation of the government. The oall for
a convention was made. The Annapolis conven-
tion met in 1786, but only five statas responding

to the invitation, Alexander Hamilton moved a

resolution recommending the Congreaes to ask the
States to send delegates to Philadelphia for the
purpoee of considering the Articles and suggesting-
changes to strengthen the Union. Chapters VIIL to
XVIII deal with the work of the Philadelphia
Convention, In those chapters the author briefly,
yet clearly, places before us the views of leading
statesmen on the powers and status of the different
organs of the constitution, points out their merits
and defeots, and finslly telisus how the federal
governwment was adopted.

Part II of the Book is devoted to the evolution
of the Amerioan Constitution from the time of its
tirst trial to the present day. If this part of the book
proves anything, it is that the Americgn constitu-
tion is not merely a “ government of laws,” it is
also » ' government by men.” The decisiona of
Chiof Justices Marshall and Torney are given,
and the author very ably points out the difference
between their interpretation of sha Constitusion and
its rights, To quote the author ( p. 125,) “Taney
began his construction of the constitution freely
for the state and narrowly for the individual,
while Marshall regarded the end of Governmens
and the purposs of the Constitution as protecting
individual and private rights. Taney regarded the
happiness and prosperity of the people and of the
community as paramount,” The author traces in
Chapter XXIV how the spirit of nullificafion de-
veloped into the epirit of secestion. To quote his -
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own worde, ( p. 130 ). “The spirit of nullification
which is the retention of membership in the Federal
Union, but refusing to be bound by certain of its
lawe, continved until it developed into a epirit of
Secesion, which meana withdrawal from the Union
a¥ a Sovereign in the just exercise of its rights,
through the repeal of the act of ratification.” Then
eame in Civil War and the strengthening of the
Federal Union. The author then proceeds to nar-
rate the history and importarce of the 14th, 15th,
16th, 17th, 18tk, and 19tb Ameudmaents. Very
rightly he discusses on p. 154 the due process clause,
a clause of greatent interest. As the 14th Amend-
ment includes impcrtant provizions relating to
citizenship, the suthor before dealing with the
15th Amendmrent devotes a chapter to eitizenship,
It is one of the most interesting chapters of the book
denling as it does with the definition and sourees
of citizenehip, naturalization, the doctrine of
do uble allegiance, expatriation and the citizenship
of women.

Speaking about the
Professor Misiri =avs that
vot ‘forced upcn the people’, for three-
fourths of the States were already dry by
popular vote, and 46 ouf of 48 atutes ratified the
18th Amendment. Regarding the future of prohi-
bition the learned author reems to be very optimi-
stic. He quotes Professor Charles A. Beard io
support of his optimism thus (p. 191): “But notwith-
standing all the ecandals and excitement connected
with ‘rum-runnirg’ and ‘boot-legging’ there a1e mo
signs of a 1etvrn to the old deys cf the wide-open
salcon”. This optimism of the Professor is, we
sheuld think, not warranted by facte. Witness for
instance the growing p:edominance of the ‘wets’ in
the rccent elections, Part II of the book closes
with a chapter on the recent and contemporary
constitutional controvercsies like the propored child
labour amendment, Congressional claims to supre-
macy, rtecall of judges and of juoicial decisions
and suggested changee in the amending procese.

Professor Martin seems to be ensmoured of
t‘he Presidential system. Under the Captain
“shall we change our form of government” (p. 224
geq ), he points out the advantages of the Presiden-
tial system, answers the arguments of writers urh
a8 Dr. Willlam Macdonald and Mr. Chegter H.
Rowell who eondemn the irresponeibility of the
American Executive and speak sarcastically of
*““Elections by Calerdar”. He concludes thus
(p. 231), “ The furnctioning of the American Gov-
ernment during War under its ordinary power is
unparalleled in history. What was accomplished
in pailiamentary governments by deep rooted
tqhali'ges was done here through ordinary legisla-
ion.

Part III of the book begins with a fairly ex-
haustive chapter on “Fundamental Legal Rights.”
The author truly lays down the real character of
the American Constitution when he says thus (p.
269). “The fundamental principles of the Consti-
tution include, smong otbers, the federal idea, the
docirine of popular sovereigniy, a writien constitn-
tion, the separation of yowers, the doctrine of
juoicial supremacy and the presidential govern-
ment, Theee ideas have to some e¢xtent been modj-
fied by constitutional interrretation and by poli-
tical practice. Little effcrt has been made {0 in-
troduce fundamental alterations in them and in
the main they bave been strengthened by the flow
of time.” After _remarking on the nature of the
American Constitution, the author proceeds to dis-
-curs the rrinciples and idesls of the American

wagonstiintional government seriatnm,

18th Amendment,
prohibition wa¥

The iast chapter of the book entitled “American -
International Ideals” is devoted to proving that
“the United Statea has often led in the promulga.
tion and application of humane and liberal
measures and principles which have grown out of
our foreign relations and out of our application of
international law." The principles for which
America stands in foreign affairs—prineiples
which are ably dealt with in Chapter XXXIX—
* embrace the principles of noun-intervention, of
neutrality, of the de facto recognition of States, of
the legal equality of states, of Pan-Americanism,
of international arbitration, of the ‘opem door’,
of world-veace and of democracy in foreign rela-
tions.” To a student of foreign affaira the last
chspter must be specially interesting.

The book, as the title indicates, is only an
introduction to the study of the American Constis
tution. If anyone wishes to find in the book the
actual working of the American governmeut, its
good and bad featuresg, the party organisation, the
infleence of Tammany Hall and ‘Bosses’, he would
be eadly disappointed. The author's object is only
to present the student of the American Constitu-
tion with an bistorical background. It is there-
fore in the fitness of things that two-thirds of the
book should be devoted to the formation and
evolution of the Constitutional system and the rest
to the spirit of the Constitution.

A book such as the one under review is there-
fore a welcome addition to the many bocks on the
American Constitution, The text of the Articles
of the Constitution and the 19 Amendments is
given, whioch may be found useful by students of
Constitutional law. An exhaustive list of books
where information of a more special kind can be
sought is given at the end of each chapter and at
the end of the book. There is a very useful appendix
containing valuable Constitutional docunents and
list of cases. ‘Tbe subject has been presented
under suitable headings for the convenience of the
student and reader.

M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM,

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. By BexoY KU.
MAR SAREKAR.( B. G. Paul & Co., Madras ).

1926. 9 x514. pp. 428. Ras. 8.

TBESE “ snapshots of world movements in com-
merce, economic legislation, industrialism and
technical education,” as Prof. Sarkar aptly des-
eribes this latest contribution to hislong array of
penmanship, are a real aid to the proper under-
astanding of post-war European conditions on the
part of those who are not in the fortunate ecircum-
stance of acquring firet-hand information on
abstruse problems that usually confront govero-
ments and statesmen in the process of recomstrue-
tion aftor » devastating war. The book is a eol-
lection of writings of the author published in Com-
mercial News, Berlip, which he was editing for some
time, supplemented by others contributed to vari-
ous Indian periodicals. Prof. Sarkar had been
conducting, as it were, a continental four since
1920 for four years, persumably as an inguisitive
traveller, noting down in his diary his impressions
of agricutural, commercisl and manufacturiog
activities of France, Germany, Austris, Italy, Tur-
key etc. through which he passed. * The object of
these sectione,” Prof. Sarkar tells us, * is to furnish
an objective basis of interpretation and attempt an
estimate of India’s preceat place in the soale of ma-
terialism,” and from the mass of useful and inter-
esting statistics and account embodied in four-
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hundred and odd finely printed psges, we would
say he has suoceeded in & great measure in his at-

-tempt. The book is divide? into forty-six sections
which aro not arranged ou any prinoiple, and sp-
pear like stray pages in the diaries of a tourist.
Some methodical arrangement according to sub-
jects or countries would have given the book a
more readable and attractive form,

To the Indian reader aoccounts of agricul-
ture, banking and currency, and fiscal policies of
European governments have an educative value,
much as they differ from the Indian in various
ways. In Europe the nstional government plays
an important role direotly and indirectly in fully
-equippiog its citizens to stimulate the growth of
goientific training in all these branches, Besides
s number of regular agricultural fostitutions for
boye, women's school at Coef Jogon, Rhennes, in
Prance, where women teachers are trained at siate
exponse, will strike uas as cartainly unique. Ger-
‘many has no less than thirteen agricultural univer-
sities maintained by the state, If breaking of larze
plots into small holdings is the chief oause of

-agricultural prosperity in Denmark, Germany and
Beigium, in Japan the Government have to under-
take the reverse proceas, a4 this prinoiple is extended
‘too far. Today our industrial backwardness is pro-
vgrbial and our knowledgs of scientific banking in
its infunoy. From this view-print we invite special
attantion of the reader to chaptera XIand XV which
are desoriptive of the achievemeats of the German
government and its people in the social, econo-
mio and cuttural life of their nation. * The health,
strongth and comfort of every single individual in
the German pation is being oconsoiously, although
silently, looked after by automatic processes of
Jegisiation,” Chapter X X XI[II hag significance from
the [ndian view-point, as in Italy under Mussolini
Indians will find a type of government that brings
-about a change from mediaevalism to modernism
ia the economio life of the people in a very
short time. An essentially agricultural land like
JTualy, i{ts transition to an industrial atate was only

possible on acoount of Mussolini’s poliey and his

bypaotio influence with the people.

Duriog the last few yaars no two words in the
economio life of this oountry have been more in
vogue than the terma deflation and exchanga,
Indians are fizhting tooth and mnail against the
deflationary polioy of the government, which has the
effect of rigzing up the exohange from its matural
oourse. [n Kurope deflation in ourrency is praoti-
-#ed to prevent depreciation from the face value of
the monetary standacd, but in India we have got
the unusual phenomenon of rasorting to it to effect
appreciation from the pre-war parity. At such a
Jjuncture when the atmosphere is surcharged with
ocurrenoy controversies, chapter XVIII would
enlighten ths reader on the mathods of
finanoe ministers in Europs and the advantages
of depreciated ourrenoy in suocessfully with-
standiag foreign competition.

Wo mention thesa gsubjests because of the
pecullar importanoe attacied o them when the
Agrionltural Commission and currency problsmes
are the prinoipal topios of absorbing intarest at
the present moment. Although we are in ganeral
.masroament wiih the views of the writer expressed
in tae oomparative treatment of the subjeots dealt
with, we foel that at timas his views are
exaggarated and oonolusions uandaly psssimistio.
-QOn page J43 the anthor says industrial insuranoce is
unknown in India., The Workmea's Compensation
Act is a step ia that direotion. On paze 347 we
find the following:—The pew fiscal .polioy of

discriminating protection * iadicates iu thne
most conorete manner the attempt of
Great Britain to industrialise India as an equip-
ment for the nextiwar. In the second place it iS
intended to serve as a distinct invitation to British
capitalists to come to India and exploit the Indian
resources in men and raw material.” We think
such statements are unnecessarily slarming.

8. Y. PONKSHE.

JUVENILE LITERATURE.

BAL VARTAVALI. By HANSA MEHTA. (Kumar

Karyalaya, Ahmedabad.) 1926. pp. 72. Rs, 1-8.
FIVE years back there were hardly a dozen
Gujarati books which ochildrea oould read
by themeelves and understand, not to say of
enjoying. Even when storiea wera writter for
children the idea was to ptuff their braing with
“ useful precepts such as obedience to parents and
praceptors, philanthropy, ete., by specially separat-
ing a five-lined moral which the children were
required to swallow willy-nilly., The child’s own
state of mind was absolutely ignored, its individa-
ality suppressed.

Buat with the new idea on education, emanci-
pating the ohild from the tyranny of the elder, thera
hasgrownupa healthy orop of refreshing literature
for the child. Some workers of the Gujarati Vidya-
pith and others from the Bhavnagar Dakshinamu-
rti have devoted themselves to this oause, with the
result that genuine literature ia coming up, basad
upon a real study of the chiid mind. ‘

The present book has it origin in such an
enlightened atmosphers. Two years back a mestiog
convenad woder the auspices of the Bhagini Samaj
resolved to publieh certain books for the young peo-
ple. The authoress, already well known for her
travels and enlightment, took up this useful oause,
and, after a good deal of work of thoughtful selec-
tion and representation, has come forward with thi
elegant volume, a collection of a dozea stories for
children. ‘The stories are popularin matter, but
in their new torm they breathe a new life. Now
that the “grandmother institution™ has well-nigh
disappeared, suchk stories require to be saved from
oblivion and brought to the permanency of print.

The stories impress the child both in their
subject matter a3 wall as treatment. Moreover the
book is couched in language with a rhythmiocay
ssruoture of sentences, which makes it all the more
fascinating and readable, with an emphatic appaat
to the ear of the child. No attempthas baen made
to give morals at the bottom, wisely and oa
prinoiple.

Mention must be made of the high quality of
the printing and get up of the biok. Tne stories
are prioted in fine large type especially means
for the eye of the young readars. But what makas
the prasent co'leotion 83 vary prepossdhsiog is tae
exoollentiliustrations done by the well-kunown artisc
Mr. Raval, who is an entausiast in this line aod
who with great effort oconduots .a firsé rate.
magazine for the young. , ,

J. M. BHATT.

SHORT NOTICE: -

INDO-ARYAN POLITY. By PRAFULLA CHANDRA
BasU. (P. 8. King & Son, Ltd., London. ) 1925.
814 x514. pp. 146. 7s, 6d.

THE book under review gives an interesting and
readasls acoount of the life of the Indian -Aryam
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people in all its aspects—social, economical and
political—as depicted in the Rig Veda.

After a brief but lucid introduction, the book is
divided into fen chapters, The first chapter deals
with the family life of the Aryan people; the
gecond with their conception of morality ; the third
with their castes and classes; the fourth with
their village community ; the fifth with their polity ;
the sixth with their agrioulture, the seventh with
their arts and crafts; the eighth with their
units of measurements and exchange:; the ninth
with their trade and commerce and the tenth with
their economic¢ concepts. In each chapter, the
author studies the various concepts' that are re-
levant to the- purpose. For instance, in the
chapter which treate of the family, he takes into
consideration wvarious oconceptions like Gotra,
Jnati ( kinship ), Dampat: ( busband and wife ),
Matri ( mother ) and Pitri ( father ), &e., and his
con:lusions are based on a close analysis of the
tex

The task of giving a constructive account of
the sooial and political life of the early Aryausis
admitfedly beset with difficulty. Most of our in-
formation is based on the inferences drawn from
the passages of the text. By the occurrence of the
torm rajan in the text, we infer that thers was
kingship in those daye. By the frequent use of
the term samiti, we conclude that the assembly wzs
a typical Aryan institution. It should, however,
be remembered that the meaning of these terms
has undergone considerable changes during the
course of time. Before we arrive at a definite
conclusion on the ooccurrence of such expres-
sions, we have to understand what meaning
exactly they conveyed to the Vedic poot who used
tbem. Ia determining the meanivg of a passage
one has to take aceount of the spirit and the Gon-
text of the environment. Further various passa-
ges are interpreted differently by differentscholars.
An inferesting example of this is samudra, which is
variously interpreted as meaning sky, the mouth
of the Indus river, ard so on. In such cases one
hag to weigh all the interpretations and show how
his own is the most relevant. This part of the
work is well dore by the author and his discus-
sions are illuminating. Besider, now and then he
compares and contrasts the Aryan with the Greek,
‘Roman and the Teutonio institutions, which gives
an additional value to the work.

H. 8. R.
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Rs. 1,42,00,000 !

‘We are sending away this amount of money
every year to foreign Countries for impori of Soaps.
Enlightened Opinion Alone  help to keep this
money in the Country. Every educated man who
prefers a foreign soap to one of Indian make is helping
foreign mannfactures and not giving a decent chance

I b0 Jocal industries. Every patriot buys only Swadeshi
|

products. The Government Soap Factory, Banglore
manufactures some of the finest soaps in the world.

Try a tablet of Mysore Sandal Soap and judge
yourself, If you find difficalty fo obtain it, let us
know., 'We shall see that you get in your own
favorite shop.

Government Soap Factory,
Bangalore.
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