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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

EVERY day brings in some election results ; and
many more are yet to come. It is
therefore, too soon to ganeralisa:

. The venture is rendered the more
difficult and uncertain on sccsunt of the cross-
ocurrents which vary from provincs to province.
Tlge results so far announced are not, however,
without marked significance, The vuslice party
in: Madrae is frankly communal ; and it command-
ed & working majority in the last two local ocoun.
oils and wea in power. The party seems to have
cutlived its communal utility, for some of the
very firat leaders of the party have been floored in
the latest eleotions. While the leader of the party,
the Raja of Panagal, who held the office of Chief
Miniater, has escaped defeat by & narrow shave his
chief lieutenant and the intellectual leader of the
party, Mr. A, Ramaswami Mudaliar, has been un-
seated, So have besn such stalwarts of the party
as the ex-Minister, Sir K. V. Reddy Naidu, the Mi-
nister in office,'Sir Sivagnanam Pillai, and Messrs.-
Thanikachallam Chetty, and Natesa Mudaliar who
were the hot cakes in the previous election. In a
majority of constituenoies the Justica party oandi-
dates have suffered defeat at the hands of anti-justi-
oites, who inolude Swarajists, Congressmen, In-
dependents and non-descripts ! We use the word
anti-Justicites advisedly, because we are persunded
that the election results do not by any means indi-
oate a love for the political polisy of ohstruotion
professed by the Swaraj party but a revulsion
against the obtrusive communalism of the Justice l

Madras
Elections.

party. In so far as this reading is correct, we do
not regret the defeat of the Jusficites. Butare the
Roforms in danger in that province ? Wo believe
not, Not all the successes have gone to the Swa-
rajists. OFf true blue-blooded Swarajists pawing
for obstruction there are few ; many anticipate a
change at Gauhati ;every Congressman ie not neces-
sarily a Swarajist; and the Independenfs are
frankly in favour of working the Reforms. While
the elections in Madras mean a knock-out-blow to
communalism, they portend no disaster to the Re-
forms,

* * *
AS for Bombay, only the Bombay City results to the

local council have been declared.

Out of the five seats to be returned

by the general -electorate, three
have gone to Swarajists and the "other two to Io-
depedents, while the Responsivists and Indian
Nationalists have been thrown out. It would be
rash to conclude from this that Bombay City
is predominantly Swarajist in politics. The pub-
lication on the eve of the elections of the Gov-
ernment’s sanction for the prosecution of Mr.
K. F. Nariman for [some of his atatements before
the Baok Bay Committee gave a fillip to his
chances and put him at the top of the polla, Mr.
F. J. Ginwalla, another Swarajist candidate, owes
his success to his pasition in the losal Labour

Bombay City
Elections.

‘politics.

THE significanos of the Bombay elections is clear .
and emphatic in another direction.

The Parsi community in Bombay

has & voting strength of only 18 per ocent. and yet
four of the five suoccessful candidates from the
genaral constituencies are Parsia, It is tribute to the
enlightened Farsi community, whoss emallness
in numbers never drove them to seek security and
parcchialism in communal electorates, It is also a
tribute to the sanity and broadmindness of the
people r f Bombay that they are willing and able to
put public spirit and public work above narrow
oommunal considerations. It is a reply to the com-
munalists, who on accounf of their guilty con-
seisnce, conviot others of the same weakness and
despair. We hore the significance of the elections
wili not be lost on the Muhamadans of Bombay,
They may well pioneer a movement for the aboli-

of separate electorates for Muhammadans,
» * *

Bravo Parsis. |

DURING this week the recondary school teachers
of the Bombay Presidenoy held a

2:;::‘:;::,‘: very sucocesaful sessions at Poona
under the presidency of Prof. Ps
Seshadri of Benares Hindu University. The

attendance waa large and representativeofall parts
of the Presicenoy proper, and the programme inclu-



506

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ NOVEMBER 18, 1926.

ded papers on educational gubjects, demonstration
lessons, and an exhibition of the work of teachers
and students besides the usual itam of resolutions
and speaches. Prof, Seshadri’s addres: was a
weighty pronouncement on educational questions
in the Presidency and will serve to remove tha
self-complacency of many a Bombay man over the
supposed superiority of his province over the other
provinces in matfers educational. Punjab, U, P,
C. P, and Madras are stealing a march over
Bombay in the matter of compalsory primary edu-
cation, technical education and other questions:
while the Minister of Education in Bombay is
engaged in forwarding purely communal interests.
The Conferance naturally attached a good deal of
importance to the question of pay and provident
fund for teachers of all grades; but the
reolutions also reoorded the need for vernaonlars
as a medium of instruction, increased facilities for
the training of teachers, and subastantial represen-
tation of school-masters on the Senate and the
School-leaving Examination Board. A eonstitution
was adopted for the Presideney Federation of
Teachers which was also affiliated to the All-Tndia
Teachers’” Federation. It is symptomatio of
the present backward poliow of the Bombay
Education Depattment that teachers in Govern-
ment High Schools were refused permission to
take part in tbe deliberations om even purely
educational subjects though they were allowed to
be present as visitors, while the Minister of Educa-
tion and the Direotor of Public Instruction wers
conspicuous by their absence at such an influen-
tial Conference. We hope that when next year
the Conference meets in Dharwar, the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction will actively help in
making it a success instead of preserving an atti-
tude of neutrality almost bordering on want of
sympathy.

* * *

THE Director of Public Instrauction in Bihar and
Orissa appears to be a perfect adept
in using language, not as a vehicle
of expressing his thoughts, but as a means of con-
cealing them. He has been advertising for a pro-
fessor of English for the Patna College onfive years
contraot on Rs. 1000-100-1400. He wants “only
graduates of a British Unlversity who have taken
first class honours in English Ianguage and litera-
ture and whose mother-tongue is English” to apply.
Is this not a paraphrase of “ oply Englishmen
need apply '? If so,lwhy not call a spade a spade ?
But our objection is not so much to the mode of
expression as to the idea itself. The Director seems
to hold the view that the best person to teach Eng-
lish is one whose mothar tongue is English. Eda-
cationists alone can say whether his opinion is
borne out by experience. But it appears to us un.
wise in the extreme deliberately to restrict the
field of choigs by laying undue emphasis on the
candidate’s mother-tongue being English, India
oan boast of indigenous professors who teach Eng-
lish at least as well as Englishmen themselves.
And this insistence upon the candidates
being ZEnglishmen is apparently not consi-
dered neoesgary in other provinoese. Moreover, what
the publio would like to be enlightened about is
whether this sort of advertisement had the sanotion
of the responsible Minister. It would be instruoc-
tive to know how many of the professors of foraign
languages in Eoglish Universities are persons who
own the respeciive languages as their mother
tongues,

Camouflage.

* * *

WHENEVER social workers and labour leaders in
India advooated legislation to ame-
liorate Indian labour conditions and
bring them into line with the

standarda laid dowa by the Interoational Labsur
Confereace Zhey have ofton been faced with the
objeotion that Indian industry could not afford
under the uwew oonditions t» stand the ocompeti-
tion of Japan with its ‘ sweated ™ laboue.
Buf Indian laboir leaders have baied their argu-
mea's on the faith that I[ndia’s better example
would notbe Jost on Japan, In vindication thove-
nf wa ara glad to note in the Industrial and Labour
Information of the 25th Qotobar the good news
that the Japanese Assosiation oan Interaatioaal
Labsur, “a body on which employers, workers and
impartial students of sacial polioy are eqaally ra.
presentad,” has ‘' unapimously ” adopted a rasolu-
tion damandiag that the Japanzse Government
rhould enforce the provisions prescribad for
Japan in the Deaft Convention relating to hours of
work,” Iudians will be gratifiad to note that the
resolution was * supported by the plea that
Japan should not be bshind India in trying to
ymprave industrial conditions.” The resolution
also demands that the International Labouar Office
should bring up the problem of limitation of hours
of work in Ciina for discussion at an esrly sessioy
of the International Liabour Conferenca. One man
not be hopeful of any ameliorative action being
taken by ohaotic China immediately or in the near
future, But it is a matter for no small gratification
that the enlightened opinion in Japan has realised
the shame of “sweatzd’’ lab-ur and is setting itself
in earnest to romove the blot from her industrial
world not only on grounds of social justice, but
also of * international faith and hooour.”
L] +* *

India and Japa-
nese Labour.,

THE enewies of prohibition are naturally gloating
over the reactionthat seems to have

sot in some of the ocountries of

Europe and American in favour
of removing the ban on drink. The comments of the
Eaglish papers on the repudiation of Prohibition
in Norway last month by a majority of over 100,000
votes betray an attitude of—*“I told you e0.” We
are fold that Canada also is fast falling into
line, retracing her ateps one by one. The tarn
of the tide in the United States also in favour
of the weta is sure to put more wind into the
sails of those who want to make ths world safe for
drink. But repeal of the Prohibition Acel is not so
eagy in the United States as in Norway and
Canada; and we may yet hope that the great
nation which saorificed so much for the abolition
of slavery will not give up Prohibition with-
out a ficht worthy of the cause. Whatever that
may be, thers is no reason why we in this country
should feel depressed over the fate of the experi-
ment in the west and slacken our efforts to obolish
the drink evil from our midst. It should be remem-
bered that India diffors from the countries of Earope
and Amerioa in a very important respeot vital to
the sucoess of prohibition viz, that anocient
tradition, religious sanciioa and popular opinion
ars all behind the movement in a measura quibe
unknown in the west.

* * *

UNDER rule 12 of its Constitution, the Sarvants ol

India Society has releasad Rao Ba~

hadur N. K. Kelkar from  his vows
and permitted him to resign his

* *

Reaction against
Prohibition.

Rao Bahadur
N. K. Kelkar.

memberahip.
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SIR MALOOLM HAILEY'S DICTUM.
By V. 8. BRINIVASA SASTRL

THE Governor of the Puniab has recently inourred
the displeasure of nearly the whole of tbe Indian
press by saying that, in the present posture of
political groups in the legislature of his provinoe
Government officials must necestarily support the
policy and measures of the Ministry for the time
being, He took care to qualify thie dictum by the
phrase " by every honest and proper means in its
power.” But that has not saved bim. The question
of bonesty is s matter of private conscience tnd
oannot be a subject of ingmiry. But that of pro-
priety comes well within the pu rview of publio oriti-
oism. Is it legitimate for a provincial government
to uphold a Ministry whote avowed policy isfo
ron the administration so as to benefit one part
of the population at the expense of the others ?
Before we can enter upon the discussion, it is
necesssary to remember two conditions which gov-
erp it. In the first place, Sir Malcolm did not
organise the parties on communal lines, acd could
have meant the dictum to apply only to the situ-
ation as he found it. In the second place, as the
Indian constitution and polity areina econdifion
of flux, what may be legitimate at one time may
not be legitimate at another ; and the criterion
at any given moment is whether the time is
ripe for the abandonment of one principle in
favour of ancther more conducive to the growth of
the constitution. Sir Malcolm seems to have both
the particular consideration and the general con-
pideration in view when he seeks to distinguish
between what i3 proper for the represent-
atlves of the Government in the legislature
and what is proper for the Governor acting by

himse!f as head of the province and concerned.

therefore with the evolution of policy. In the
light of this distinotion I see no ground forquarrel-
ling with his opinion that at present it is the duty
of officials in the nctusl conduct of the work of
the legiclative council to support the Ministry.
Whether the public policy may be changed depends
on the state of publio opinion and the political
preparedness of the people, which it fs the bigh
and difficult duty of the Governor to watch as well
as to influence, but never to force or even seem to
foroe. On this aspeot Sir Maloolm was reticent
for some reason or other. But his utterances on
the communal question both when he was Leader
of the Leginlative Assembly -and after assuming
oharge of the Punjab have been consistent and
clear, and the public may expeot him to help in
the elimination of the communal trouble, provided
the comwurities were reasonably prepared to
favour the consummation. I cannot join in the
hostile oriticiam whioh faile to dietinguish Bir
Maloolm Hailey and his sohool of oiviliana from
the other and perhaps more numercus echool
which would play one community against another
and take advantage of the dissension.

In judging of the matter from the necessities

of the moment, Sir Malcolm’s oritics probably
forget the paramount necessity of all, viz., that the
King's sdministration must be carried on. In
Madras this paramount neoceseity appeared to
Lord Willingdon fo require the recognition
of & frankly communal party a8 3
constitutional majority, entitled to form a
Ministry and give the administration a communal
bias. I think personally he was wrong in his
estimate of the situation at the time ; but it iz al-
most certain that he regarded it only as a neces-
gary evil, which a more fortunate successor might
be able to undo. Lord Goschen apparently finde
himself to-day gazing expectantly on such a pros-
peot. In the Punjab, while the Ministry has not
been on communpal lines, the administration is
marked by a distinct bias whioch may be desoribed
either ag wholly communal or as partly communak
and partly sectional, meaning by the latter the
peculiar distinotion which the Punjab has develop-
ed of rursl ss against urban intereste, Sir Mal-
colm's predecessor pubmitted, apparently with the
same Teluctance as Lord Willingdor and presum-
ably with the same hope of & better future, to the
pressure of communaliem. The rofusal of the
Swaraj party to take office has produced in Bengal
a Bituation in many respeois similar, and
driven into the arms of a faction a Governor who
gtatted with a strong desire to facilitate genuine
constitutional progress. Elsewhere also, the strong-
1y marked divieions in the legiclatures being along
communal lines, the authorities have been compel»
led,in order to carry on the administration, to
lean habitually on the representativea of parti-
cular communities. It is easy to ‘ack why a
Governor, who oared for the true principles of de-
mocracy, should not produce & deadlock or resign
rather than submit to the unreasonable demands
of a parlioular faction. Deadlooke and resigna-
tions, however, are the creatures of dire extremity.
It is no wonder if the sgents of an Imperial race,
accustomed to carry on the King's adininistration
in a great variety of circumstances, regard the
poiitioal ascendency of onme commupnity over
another, not as a dire extremity, but as a feature
of Government more or less unavoidable in =
oountry where communalism in thought, in desire
and in aotion has been & leading oharaoteristic for
generations.

Sir Maloolm’s dictum that the Ministry is en-
titled to the support of Government *officials has
been violated on well-known ocoasions in certain
other provinces. Nor is it in entire acoord with
the principle laid down in the Report of the Joint
Seleot Committee of Parliament of 1919. “In the
debates of the legislative council members of the
executive counocil should act together and minis-
ters should act together, but members of the execu-~
tive couneil and ministers should not oppose each
other either by speech or by vote; members of the
executive counoil should not be required to sup-
port either by speech or by vote proposals of minis-
ters of wh ch they do not approve, nor should
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ministers be required to support by speech or vote
proposals of the executive council which they do
not approve ; they should be free to speak and vote
for each other’s proposals when they are in agree-
ment with them. All other cfficial mewbers of the
legislative council should be free to speak and vote
asthey ohoose,” Bat the libsrty of opposition,
which has occasionally been taken in Bombay,
Madras and the United Provinces, and the neutra-
lity presoribsd in the above quotation, although
allowable in rare circumstances in transitional con-
stitutions, are unfavourable to the formation of a
harmonious, coherent and vigorous executive ; and
it Is easy to understand how in the exceptional
circumstancs of the Punjab the necessity of a
strong exeoutive has brought about a complete
understanding between the ministerial and official
parties,

As to the future, we see & notable increase in
the number of those who believe that commu-
nalism must be put down and that its most dange-
rous manifestation, viz., separate electorates, mus
be either abolished or neutralised. The organisa-
{ion of this anti-communal or national party is
a great desideratum, It is -not many who are
strong champions of it; but they are to be found
in all communities, and it lies on them nof to
smother their progressive ideas, but o look upon
them as gifts entrusted to their eare for use in the
furtherance of great national ends. They must
spoak and aot as heraids of a new order; and be-
cause they are a minority, they must speak and
aot with the grea'er courage and the greater fper-
sistence. To fortify their faith I subjoin a quota.
tion from Lowell's Government of England:—

“For the same reason there is gave danger
when the lines of cleavage of the pariies coincide
with those betwesn the diffarent social classes in
the sommanity, because one side islikely tobelieve
that the other is shaking the foundations of society,
aud passions are kindled like those that blaze in
civil war. This is true whenever parties are
separated by any of the deeper feelings that
divide mankind sharply into groups; and especially
when two or three such feelings follow the same
channel. The chief difficulty with Irish Nationa.
lism, a8 8 factor in English politios, lies in the fact
that to o great extent the line of cleavage is at
onos racisl, religious, social aud economie. ¥

In order that the warfare of parties may be
oot only safb, but healthy, it must bs based upon
a real differsnce of opinion about the needs of the
community as a whole. In so far as it is waged
not for publio objeots, but for private gain, whether
of individuals, or of olasies, or.of collective inter-
est, rich or poor, to that extent politics will degene-
rate into a scramble of self-ssekers.”

FINES IN FACTORIES.
IIT,
IN our previous articles we pointed out some of the
main features of truck legislation in Englaad, its

PR

failure in certain directions to give adequate pro--

‘thera is no

tection to the labourer and some of the suggestions
made by the English Truck Committee to remedy
these defeots. In this cur last artiole, we propose
to make a oursory survey of the position in other
parts of the world, There is valuable information
regarding the state of legisiation in Europs in a
report on the subject gent to the Secretary of the
All-India Trade Union Congress, Bombay, by the
International Federation of Trade Unions, Amster-
dam. We express our indebtedness to both these
bodies for placing such uaeful material before us.

It may be mentioned at the outset that
legislation either allowing or
prohibiting the practice of fining in Franoce,
Spain and Bulgaria. But, as we observed the other
day, this is amply made up for in countries like
France whera labour is strong and solf-conscious,
by the vigilanoe of Trade Unions which, we are
told, have sucoeeded in bringing the evils of fining
well under control, Among the countries where
egislation exists, some make a broad distinotion,
as in Euagland, between deductions in wages to
compensate the employers for damage done to their
material, lost tools etc. and fines imposed for
breaches of discipline. But thers are also a few
states, like Holland and Poland, which make no
distinction whatever between the two forms of
deduction. In Holland, the law governing labour
agroements ( 1907 ) forbids the imposition of any
fines other than those set out in the regulations of
the undertaking. These -rules and regulations
must 1ay down the fines for particular offences.
They must also be made known to the employees
at the time of their engagement. An employer
may not claim compensation for damages against
a worker, and, at the same time, fine him for breach
of the rule through which the loss waa csused. A
maximum limit is also fixed beyond which a siogle
fine or the total fines for a week should not go.

‘In Germany, we note, the law deals only with
compensatory fines. There, as also in Switzeriand,
the enactments in regard to deductions for dam-
ages come under the ordinary ecivil law. The
Gorman employer oannot make any deductions
before he gets a decision from the Court, where
he is legally required to prove either negligence or
wilful damage on the part of the worker. Negli-
genoe is implied if the customary precautions havse
been omitted. The law in Switzerland is olearer
and more in favour of the worker. In estimating
tho care taken by him the law takes into considera-
tion not only the degree of training or technical
knowledge necessary to perform the wortk, but also
the efficiency and personal characteristics of the
worker, 50 far as these are or could be known to
the emp'oyer. Anuother point to be noted is that
in no country in Burope is the compensatory
olaim allowed to go beyond the actual amount of
tho damage done. The polioy of Trade Unions in
regard to these deductions is, it need hardly be
added, to protect the worker against fines for dam-
ages for whioh he is not entirely responsible.
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In regard to disciplipary fines, labour in
Eorcpe is in a still beiter position. In many
countries the power to levy such fines is
eonsiderably limiied by legislation, Trade Unions
alto have strongly set themselves against the
system and, in some instances, sucoeeded in
abolishing them altcgether. In Austria the post-
war Factory Councils Act has made the rates of
fines, like sll other disciplinary regulations, sub-
ject to agreoment with the Faotories’ Councils,
Tkey have also to be approved by the factory
inspectors. In Switzerland, disciplinary fines may
not be imposed for other tban breaches of definite
rules. They should be collected by means of a
written demand signed by the proprietor or
manager, if more than 50 cents. In no ocase should
the fines exceed & quarter of a day’'s wages,
Otber notewortby cases are the countries in which
certain specified classes of workers are wholly ex-
empted from fines. Thus the Aot governing the
employment of. foreign workers in Denmark lays
down that employers have no right to impose fines
on euch workmen for mistake or negligence. So
aleo in Hupgary an Act to regulate the logal re-
lations between masters and agricultural servants
says: “ Where a Servant is guilty of a breaoh of
duty, the master may reprove him as a member
of his house-hold. Notwithstanding, he shall
not punish & servant by fines or deduction from
wages,” In faroff Mexico, in the state of Jaliseo
the prohibition is absolute ; deductions from wages
in the form of fines aro not sllowed. A section
of the Jalisoo Labour Act lays down that employ-
ers, managera or foremen in agricultural, industrial
and commeriocial undertakings shall not make any
deduoctions from the wages of their employees in
the form of a fine imposed upon them.

A common feature of the legislationin all ad-
vanced oountries is that the disciplinary fines
are never allowed to be a source of gain to the em-
ployer. The Dutch law states that the fine must
not directly or Indirectly benefit eithor the firm or
the person imposing the fine and that the purpose
for which it is applied should appear in the rules
of the factory, The laws in Russia and Germany
expresaly require the fines to be applied for the be-
nefit of the workers, The Austrian and Swiss laws
make special mention of the particular object to be
promoted ; one favours sick benefit, while the other
specifies provident funds. Another faotor, already
reforred to, in the legialation in almost all the
European ocountries is the restriotion of the
amount of fines to & fixed maximum. This limit
no doubt varies from country to country. Bus
nowhere is it left unspecified,

‘We shall not burden the mind of the reader
with apy further details of the legislation in other
couniries. 'Wae expeot the public and the Govern-
ment to be convinoed by this iime of the urgent
need for passing an act in this country to oontrol
and minimise, as far as possible, the evils of unfair

«r exoeseive fines on labourers and deductions

" their little finger to bring it nearer,

from their wages under various claims. Wae hope
we have also sufficiently indioated inthesearticles,
though in rather goneral terms, the broad lines on
whioch the legislation shou ld proceed. We have’no
doubt whatsoever that the sane and fair-minded
section of the employers in this country wil}
realise the necessity and justice of putting legal
restrictions on the nnlimited powers now enjoyed
by them in imposing pen alties on their workmen.
They may be assured of the fact that the proposed
legislation is not intended in any way toinjure their
legitimate rights. What is sought to be achieved is
only the removal from their hands of all that leads
to abuse and to give the hel pless workman effective
protection against any unfair or oppressive
demands on his low and hard earned wages, It ia

to be hoped that the newly elected members of the

contral legislature will spare nothing to get a
really liberal measure of protection placed on the
statute book.

EXCISE IN BIHAR AND ORISSA IN 1925-26.

THE Reforms do not seem to have succeeded ip
reforming the exoise poulioy of the youngest Indian
province-—Bihar and Orissa, the Government thore
being still wedded to the traditional bureaucratic
pelicy of maximum revenne {rem minimum con-
sumption. The fact is that the Legislative Council
of that provinoce is conservative, and unwilling to
keop itselt abreast of the times. 1% deliberately
rejected total prohibition on two occasions; and
pven the Committee appointed by that Government
to go into the whole Abkari polioy set its fmor
sgainst i6. No wonder that the Minister foe
Exoise, the Hon. Mr. Ganesh Dutt Singh, looks
upon total prohibition as impracticable, Im this
respect be is more straight-forward than exoise
ministera in some other provinces who do mere tip
service to total probibition and do not move oven
But for this
very reason his responsibility for carrying into
effect the less ambitious polioy of raising the
maximum of revenue from the minimum of con-
sumption is all the greater, A perusal of the
administration report of the exocise department of
his provinoe for 1925-26 howaver leaves the impres-
sion on ope’s mind that all that was possible was
not being done. to give effeot to the policy in
which the Government of Bihar and Orissa have
more than once affirmed their firm faith. For we
see that, while during the year referred te above
the total revenue from country spirit inoreased by
Rs. 87,323 over that for the previous year, the oon-
sumption, instead of decreasing, showed an inorease
of 4 per cent | This oan hardly be reconciled with
their declared polioy.

The reforms infroduced in the exeise admi-
nistration during the year include the further
extension of what is termed as the sliding scale
system of settlements. The system was thusin
force in the major portion of the province.
Under it the license fee is determined on the
actual consumption during a8 month; so that
it varies from month t0 month and cannot be
fixed for the whole year as under the auction
system, It is so named because of the fact
that the vendor's profits, of which he is sllowed a
reasonable margin, go on deoreasing in proportion
as consumption goes up. Thir does not leave much
temptation to the licenses to push up his sales and
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eliminates the element of speculation which makes
the preparation of the budget so uncertain. Should
consumption at aoy time show a tendenmocy fo
increase unduly, it is claimed for this system
that it places Government in a position to check
it. There is a rule in force in Bihar which pro-
hibite a licensee from keeping more than one shop.
While this has the effect of distributing the profits
of the trade among a larger number of vendees, it
has the effact of increasing the number of psople
whose vested interests will always ineline them to re-
sist prohibition. The only serious drawback to this
system, in the opinion of the Exioise Commissioner,
is that it lends itself easily to greater eorruption
of the subordinate staff upon whose goodwill
depends the renewal of the license. It is pro-
posed to meet this eivil by entrusting inspection to
inspectors instead of to sub-inspectors. This will
be tried as an experimental measura in the Patna
districet, and its working watched carefully, Apart
from this defect, the sliding scale system has been
favourably reported upon by Government officials
and will in due course be extended to all country
liquor shops in Bihar and Orissa.

Licensing boards are still in an experimental
stage in Bihar. Similar bodies have been in ex-
istence in the sister province of U.P.; and if the
Bihar Government had been willing to profit by its
experience, much valuable time might have been
saved. The experiment is for the time being oon-
fined to eight municipal towns where the boards
bave been officially reported to be working satis-
faotorily. A licensing board in Bihar has a
membership of 8, the municipal chairman being
the president. One membar, who need not mneces-
sarily be s municipal commissioner, ia elected
by the members of the municipality, while
a piace is reserved for the nomn-offieial M. L. C.
residing within the municipal area. What
happens when there are mors than one such
member of the Legislative Couneil is not clear.
Temperance Societies are allowed a representa-
tive on the board ; and heads of recognised colleges
and high sochools are empowared to ssud their own
represenfative. Out of the remaining three mem-
bors, one is the Collector's nominee to represent the
labouring and consuming classes; another is
the Superintendent of Exoiss who is alg> the
ex-officio secretary ; and the third is the licensees’
representative. Thus while to ali outward appear-
ancea the boards would consist of 7 non-officials
and only one official, a little reflaction wouid
show that the non-official element would in
actual practice b2 in a much less predominant
position. In the first place it is a question how
far the representation allowad to vested interests
ja proper aund justifiable. Apart from that,
the licenseas’ representative may for all practi +al
purposes bes relied upon to add strength to
the official eloment on the board; so would
the consumrers’ representative who owes his plaoce
on the brard to the Collector's pleasure. It will
thus be seen that three of the eight members will
be always ready and willing to support the Gov-
ernment view, leaving the other five to voioe the
popular view. Shouid one of these five happen
to be a weak person not knowing his owa mind or
out of touch with public opinion, there would be
an equality of votes at the board meatings and con-
sequently very litlle hopas of any sabstantial
abkari reform being oarried out. What is mora, the
powers of the board are very ciroumsoribed. Their
powers to select licensees, and eelect sites for
shops are considerably restrioted by the condi-
tion that during their triennial term they cannot
olose more than one-third of the total numbar of

shops. But evea within this rastricted sphere they
do not enjoy ¢ mp'ete freelom: all thair deoisione
are subject to Govsrnment sanctisn, 157'\{::10 wouald
agrpect muoch good from such bodies ? A list of their
achievements daring the time they have existel is
given in the report, which does not encouraze one
to looked forward to any substantial abkarl re-
forms a3 a result of their workinz. All the same,
somoathiog is better than nothiag, and. evea thogma
boards, unsatisfactory a3 their coastitution and
powers are, ougat to bs made to yield the utmost
public good thev may be capabie of. .
All municipal towns, excepling the ?1ght
which have licensing boards, have local advisory
¢y)mmittess. It appeaarg from the report that
some of their recommendations were aotgd upon.
But in the abseace of detailed information, one
is unab's to say what was the proportion of such
recommendations to those quietly passed over
by the executive. It is necessary that al_l suoh
pertineat information should not be withheld
from the publie, X
The temperance movement was nof parfica-
larly strong in the province during the Year. En
this connection one is amused to rsad that “a
caste temperance movement in some parts of
Monghyr was started among the lower castes by a
widow knowa as ** Gandhi-ki-mamani” (aunt of
Gandhi) with the object of ameliorating the
gocial conditions of these castes and esohewing
deink, but her sermoans did not producas the desired
effeot.” Itis to be hoped that the Government
will show in & much more practical manner than
they have hitherto done that temperanoce, if not
prohibition, is very near their heart. D.V. AL

REACTIONARY BARODA.
V.—THE POLICE.

THE cost of pslicing an area of §127 sq. miles
has inoreased from Rs. 7,738,142 in 1915-16 to
Rs. 13,36,316 in 1924-25. QGujerat i3 a very qaiet
Province, and the Baroda State ssems to spsnd
mora on its Police than necessary. Tais polios pro-
tection, howaver, proved quite inadequate 1n 192%—-
1923 when the famous oatlaw Mirkhan and his
Balochis looted the Kali District for nearly two
yearas with impunity. is gang looted & number
of villages, and levied sudsidies on otharg whioch
were prepared to purchase exemption from loot on
those terms and it was openly said that Mirkhan
had become tha raler of the Distriot and the
Baroda G)vernment's writ had ceased to run. The
inefficionay of police protection forced the Biroda
Government to send military battalion: and
cavalry and the frontiers were handed over to
them. Ia som? encounters evea the military had
to retreat, and the Balooh or Miyana ganis made
godyd their escape. Tae village of Da_bhad was
being looted and burat, and information ssems
to have besn sent to the thea Police Commissioner
who happaned to be near by, but ha is said to have
not minded tie information and gone away by
Railway to Baroda! Tae rich temple of the Jains
at Sankhalpur wa: looted without the polica
pursuing the right traock. A lakh or two of rapaes
wera spent on those extra military arrangaments
in addition to the police expsunss, and the
people lived in a state of terror for nearly two
yoars. Atlast the present Commissioner of Police,
Rao Bahadur (Gaadgze, had the good fortuns §> fight
these bandits, kill some of them and oapture the
rest with the ringlealers, owing to the special
police services of Mr. Shankarrao Dighe, the
Jodhpur Police and ths co-operation of Ahmedabad
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.and Palaopur Agency Police. The Kaira Distriot
-and Baroda Praat were infested with the depreda-
tions of Babar Deva who however was patriotio
enough not to tonch Congresa Funds or Brahmins
:and women, but thi population of the villazes was
living in constaut terror. He also wa3 caught, tried
.and hanged. Tnere was a Hinda Bshra riot in 1923
at Siddhpur—the Matri-Gava of India,and the Hindu
Mahajan accused the Distriot bursaucracy with
speoial sympathies towards the Bohras. The
quarrel arose cut of the insistence of the Bohras to
catoh fish in the sacred river Saraswati, although
the Suba had prohibited them from doine so at cer-
tain sacrad ghats and bathing places. Toe Geovera-
ment imposed panitive polioe tax on tha Towan aund
the Hindu Mahajan protested against it, but ¢o
no effect. The deseoration of Hindu Shivalayas went
unpunished, Thersa was Hindu Moglem tension
:-at Visnagar.aleo, but the good sen<e of the Diatrios
Magistrate saved the situation on the ooccasion of
the religious procession of a certain Shiva idol in
1925. The Punitive Police cess was very odious and
is widely believed to hava been unjustly levied on
Siddhpur by Sir Manubhai's Government. It was
during his regime that the Baroda Sanad of Mr.
Maganbhail Chaturbhai, Barrister.at-law, was oan-
-«¢olled for making oertain moderate observations
on the Baroda Government. The Police Department
may be said to have now an able Indian Polica
‘Commissionsr, although many of his subsrdinates
are inclined to charge him with favouritism., Ha
is, however, much oriticised for employing a large
number of Makranis in the police force who are
well fitted for canturing out-laws, but ill fitted by
temparament and manners for doing Civil Police
work .in the City and Kasbas. Sir Manubhai's
rogime hag been known for breaking new ground
and a certain dangerous character, Abhasing of
Vadaj, was not allowed his libarty at the end of
his term of judioial sentence, but was prosecuted for
- differant offsnces and was ultimately aoguitted for
want of evidenoe | The Govarnmoent then utilised a
epacial provision of the Criminal Procedure Code
and ordered his deportation without trial to
Dwarka and when he could not be k:pt thera or
at Navsari or Amreli he was brought down to
Bsroda. This was just like the Basngal Regula-
tion IIT of 1818 and as he was not let off on bail
-or bried, he one day got wild over the abasive
language of gome policeman on duty
at the City Raopura Gate where he was datained
and killed ons of them and kept possession of the
place foran hour and a half. He was finally shot
dead, but the faot that a single individual conid
-otrike terror even among the police and secure
possession of weapons and beard the lion in his
-owa den oreated a deep impression of the inaffi-
- oienoy of the Baroda Police. The event took place
only a fow monthe back and ‘many people sympa-
thised with Abhasing for his dauntless courage in
defying tha police of the State for an hour and a
e half. Woen the mattle of tha Police is tried, it
has not been found to coms uy to the mark.

VI--FINANCE,RAILWAYS, El'C,

The Bsroda State revenue for 1915-16 stood at

R 195 laos; but it rose to Re. 244 lacs ia 1024-15,

The State could vave only Rs, 23 laos in 1915-16,

while {t made & saving of Rs. 30 lacsin 1924-23

after paying all expenses. Oae would suppose that

these aurpluses would be utilised in redusing the
burden of taxation; but Baryda co1sidera the busi-
ness of adminisiration a commaercial griog oconcern

wrhich must make profits, a1d henos the raising of
-achool fees ia Faglish 33n23ls, propssa's for ine

creasing the Court fees, the rise in the sosle of
documentary stamps for transfers of property,
sholition of the sxemption of agricultura! incomes
from Income-Tax—the operation of which has only
bsan suspanded, the new Notified Arsa rates for
building houses, bungalows, ete. in azrieiltural
land, the propisal ofleaving Kirayu (rent) on all
home-stead Iand. as a sort of assertion of the right
of the State as owner of all land, and what not. The
davelopmsat of Okha Port for commerocial purposes
will yield & vary large customs revenue and the
State conoessions will be exploited by non-Baroda
ooncerns like the Okha Salt-Works Ltd.,, Moessra.
Nanavati and C»., eto. Itis ssid that the State
intends to reach the figurs of three crores of Rapees
per annum in the near future. The Baroda subjects
pumbsr nearly 21 lacs, 30 that the incidence of
State taxation psr head comes to more than Rs. 11
por year.Add to this the taxation by Munioipal
aad looal bodies and the Imperial castoms, salt,
railways, -post, telegraph, mint, eto. to which
Baroda subjacts have to cantribuie and you will
see that the people have t> pay from naarly Re. 18
to Rs. 20 in tsxation. The Baroda Ecoaomio
I ivestizgation Committea of whish Mr Manilal
Nanavati, the then Director of Commerce and
Iadustries, waa president ssys that the averazes in-
coms of & Baroda subject is Rs, 45 per year, and
82 nearly 4070f the incom3s is swallowed up in
tazation! The Land Mortgaze Bauk Commities
savs that the Khatedars (re ;istered holders of agri-
oultural {and) alona hava nearly Rs. eight orores
of old debts to pay, and the average old debt per
Khatedar comes to nearly Rs. 460. The readers
oan very wall understand that the British Indian
subjects in apite of the heavy military expanditure,
have to pay very much lesy than State subjeots,
and that it is natural for 3fate subjeots to yearn
for light taxation and more efficient and impartial
aad incorruptible Government aad representativa
institutions parallel to those ia British India.
If British Indian: complain of being arushed undar
heavy taxation, thay can very wall undarstand the
woeful plight of Baroda State subjects, and yet

.they are baing reprimanded for no: taxing tham-

selves more for local nesds.
PALACE EXPENSES,

The graut for the Palace has remaiaed station-
ary for the last two decades at R: 20 lacs; bat
ricently, provision has been made fo pay another
Ra. 217 thousand par year to the hair-apparant,
Prince Pratapsinh Rao, to keep up his dignity
and status. . The Privy Purse thus takes away
nearly 107 from the State !R3veaues to be spant by
the Royal Family and His Highnesa for their pri-
vate purposas. But the expenses of the Princes’
School were also debited to Education and nat to
the Palace, Also the building of new Palaoces,
bungalows, eto, for tha use of His Higltness or the
Royal Family at Dshli, Daarka, Baroda, eto., is
at the State expanse aud the eost is debited to the
Pablio Works Acoount. Some of the private savings
of His Hichness were invesated in ooclliery shares
through the then Acoountant-General, Mr. Datar,
with the eonourrenca of thea Manager of the Baroda
Bank and the Dawan. The shares oollapsed, and
it is gaid that the Maharaja was involved in heavy
lossas to the extent of Rs, 50 to 60 lacs, The
Maharaja got & Committes appointed to investigate
the matter and Mr, Ghatak, the Additionel Aocounta
E cpert, is busy in writing his report in Caloatta. It
is believad that the rep>rt will excalpate all the
persons conosrned on the ground of its balog an
error of judgment in commoarcial affairs.
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RAILWAYS,

The Baroda State took over the management
of certain Railways from the B. B. & C. 1. Railway
Co., during Sir Manubhai's regime, Mr. Marten was
Railway Manager, Mr. C. N. Coddon was Amaiya
and Sir Mapubbai was Dewan. It so happened
thata scheme for building the Railway Work-Shops
was sanctioned and new railway sleepers for re-
placing old ones were to be bought. Some ten lacs
of rupees worth of new sleepers were to be supplied
by contractore, but the material supplied and pass-
ed caused a grave scandal. The Baroda Railways
were being run with heavy expenses and there was
much consation caused by the allegations sgainst
tbe Railway for mismanagement in the local
Advisory Dharasebha and the Prers, Maitters came
to a head and Mr. Marten's services had to be dis-
pensed with; but the loss of laes of Rupees caused
to the State was not replaced. The Railway Work-
Shops were alleged to have been built st an extra-
vagant expense, very much exceeding the estimate,
and it was said that the Government had got a
white elephant to maintain. Some of the creatures
of Mr. Marten had also to leave the Baroda service
vnder grave allegations, and his successor Mr.
Hould Craft took pains to remove them, Attempts
are being made to make the best of & bad job, but
the future will show how far State management will
benefit the treasury. The Railway Work-Shops are
gaid to be worth fifty lacs, and much of the State
savings accumulating for years was absorbed by
the Railweys Dopartment.

INDUSTRIES

In regard to industries the Baroda State is said
to have lost Iacs in supporting wroug horses, ‘The
Dwarka Cement Factory is not working and nearly
Rs. 10 to 20 lacs of State money is involved. There
were other cotton mills to whom laes were advan-
ced, but there is not much chance of recovering the
amounts in certain mills. Ahmedabad prospers
without State help, but Baroda lags behind inspite
of concesgions. There must ba something radically
wrong in the metheds of granting State-aid and
concescions., The State will do well to revise ita
industrial and commercial pnlicy and back the
right corcernsundersufficient guarantaes.

"THE STATE-BANK.

The exploitation of the resources of the State
by non-Baroda people is going on owing to the
connections of most of our higher officers, who are
generally non-Barcdians, w ith the big business folk
of Bombay, Surat, Ahmedabad, ete, Local men, and
local talents have not much soope here. The State
had made a condition with the Bank of Baroda
that the Bank was bound to invest a gcertain
amount of the State's deposils in lending it on
property situated in the Siate. But the rule has not
been observed and it is said that the Accountant.
General, Mr, Ramlal Desai, has been practically
.snubbed by Sir Manubhai’s Government for press-
ing the point on the Bank, He alio asked for the
names of persons to whom money had been lent,
and has practically guaranteed it by giving it full
State recognition. The Accountant-General was
quite right in his demands, but strange to say, he
was not supported, The Bank serves the purpose of
draining away the savings of the people and the
State and investing them generally outside the
State limits, thus leaving the local trade, commeroe
and industries to starve. The State Praja Mandal
had to pass a resolution at its Amreli sessions
against the continuance of a branch of the Bank
under State patronage at the instance of the
mercantile community of Amreli.

MEDICAL RELIEF.

Baroda epends more than Rs. 6 1acs on medical
relief, the City institutions including the pay and:
allowsnces of ataff and stores casting nearly Rs. 4
lacs, The State General Hospital is the premier-
Hospital in Gujarat in point of eavipment and dif-
ferent departments like Surgery, X'Rays, Eleotro-
Therapy, Dentistry, Opthalmic, Bacteriology. eto.
But the rural and town areas are starved for medi-
cines, eto, The City should not bs unduly pamper-
ed at the cost o: the rural and town population and
stepts stould be taken to see that no village in the
State remains unprovided with medical relief,
whether allopathic, Ayurvedic or Upani.

THE PRESS ACT AMENDMENT,

At the last seseions of the local Dharasadbha,.
the Dewan expresged himsalf very bitterly egainst
the press comments on the Press Act Amending.
Bill, and said if licenses were required for selling
poisonous drugs and intoxicants like Bkang, Gauja,.
liquor, eto. there was no reason why licenses
should not be required for the Press which epread
poison by vepomous writinze-—a line of argument.
quite novel and original. Well may we say, how
low the mighty have falien. Fortunately, the Bill
was rejected by the Dbarasabha ; but as it is purely-
advisory, His Highuees may over-rule tke advice
and pass the hated amendment, making it compul-
g0 v for the Press to apply for permission to start a.
press or papoer and get their application granted or
rejected, according totbe individual executive will
of the Distriot Magistrate or the Dewan,

THE FUTURE.

His Highness is coming to Baroda by the 20th:
November, and rumour is rife abut new blood
being brought into the Exzecative Council, as all
the Councillors, including the Dewan, are nearly
58-60, or even above that age. Sir Manubhai has.
ruled Baroda during His Highness’ absence for a.
long time and be is the only exceptional gentleman
allowed by His Highness fo remain as Dewan for-
more thsn a decade. The public are expecting
new changes in the personnel of the Bsroda Exeou-
tive Council, and we shall soon learn what His.
Highness is about, No person with indep:ndence
of character has a chance of success in Baroda, as
His Highress is quite unwilling to invest anybody
with real powers of patrcnige and administration ;
apd no relf-respesting man will agree to be the
voice of his royal master who possessed a really
masterful personality. Let us, however, hope for
ihe best and wish Sir Manubhai to follow the sage:
advice of his well-wishers to do good to the State
and the peope by establishing constitutional snd
representative institutions apd recogoise the-
spirit of tt e age. For as The Times of_ India traly
said in its issue of 1the 16th Oct. in Jts leader on
the Baroda Administration Report, “the safety of
of the State lies in the contentment of the People.

( Concluded. )

J. B

——
— ]

REVIEWS,

COMPULSORY ARBITRATION.

THE VICTORY OF REASON, By W. ARNOLD-
" FORSTER, with a letter by BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
(The Hogarth Press, London,) 1926. T x 434,
Pp. 88, ]
THIS is an excellent little production, admirably
refaced by a letter from Franklin upon the theme,.
How can such miserable sinnera as we are enter—
tain so much Pride as to concede that every Offencar»
againgt our imagined Honour merits death ¥' Ther
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pamphlet contains a clearly-exprassed acoount of
‘#he prinoiple of arbitration, and of the various
attempts that have been made, chiefly in connec-
tion with the League of Nations, to make arbitra-
tion eompulsory in all interaational disputes, even
in those affecting the so called honour of the dis-
putants, Attention is drawn in a convincing man-
'ner to the fact’that during the past two years the
attitude of the Conservative Grvernment of Great
Britain has been definitely reactionary with regard
to suoh proposals, and that the British Empire is

now a main force impeding the signing of inter-.

national agreements making arbitration compul-
:gory in all cases.

It is worth noticing that, “"not one of all the
many oases submitted to arbitration has ever yet
rosulted In war”: and again that, “The field of inter-
national relations in whioh no rule of law is appli-
oable 18 rapldly being reduced in extent. Already
the treaties registered with and published by the
League of Nations since the war fill some twenty
stout volumes: the psace is being organised today
oo a scale far greater than ever before”,

The gist of tha book is contained in the follow-
ing paragrash : “It is evident that the acceptance
in advanoce of the judgment of reason in non-legal

-onges ( of international dispute ) can no longer
be regarded as a Utopian ideal; it is already a
‘polioy adopted by many States... Why is it that
‘the present British Goveroment does not see its
way to further this poloy itself...? Why have we
refuged the Swiss offer of a treaty of all-inclusive
-arbitration suoh as that country has made with
., numerous other States? "

With the final conolusion of the book we most
heartily agree =—"Whst has to be changed is not
=80 much the text of thin treaty or that, but what
people think about the process of killing each
other en masse as & means of political adjustment.
Too often in these technical discussione the real
“meaning of the words * a state of war’ has been lost
sight of. They represent not merely the alterna-
‘tive to pacifio settlement but all the unimaginable
horror with which soience oan now invest the
wholesale massaore of fellow inheritors of the
«arth, And arbitration is not merely a lawyera,
term : it represents a viotory of reason which we
have got to win,” * Formerly the question usually
waa whether it is ever justifiable for one commu-
‘nity to fight a duel or to massacre another commu-
nity for it own ends : and formerly it was only a
handgul of pacifists who answered ‘ never ' to that

-question, Now a huge force of public opinion is
coming over to the paoifist's view about this:
private war is coming to be recognised more and
more widely as an atrocious crime, exactly on a
devel with private murder.”

J. 8. HoYraxNp,

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS.

IECONOMICS OF AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRESS. By Prof. B. G. SAPRE M, A, Pl.?b-
lished by the Author, Willinzdon College,
Sangll. 7 x5. pp. 199. Rs. 2-8.

"WE weloome this book at this junoture when the

‘ngal Commission on Indian Agriculture is busy

‘with their inquiry, as, we hope, it will help to bring

home to them the importance of “ some of those

considerations whioh form the baok-bone and the
foundation of agrioultural prosperity,” which the

«suthor has attempted to discuss in the six chapters

dnto which the book is divided. It was the appoint-

ment of the Royal Commission that first suggested
to Prof. Sapre the idea of writing thias book ;
and he hag made a brave attempt at a diffionlt task

—difficult for those who have made no detailed
personal investigation into the conditions of
Indian villages and agriculture, to which class he
belongs. Even so, the suthor has devoted the last
thres ohapters of the book to a discusaion of the
agricultural conditions in .the Daccan on the
strength of information contained in that des-
criptive and etatistical Government publication’
“The Stitistioal Atlas of the Bombay Presgidenoy,”
without whioh, he stat:s, he would have felt in-
sufficiently equipped for the ocoasion. In the firat
chapter are analysed certain causes that affeoct our
agrioulture and industries, and the third chapter
examines “ the value of certain oriteria to judge
and measure agricultural prozress.” The second
chapter ie devoted to & oritical examination of the
views of certain woll-known writers,~among whom
Mr. Calvert is given prominence,~who either plead
industrialism or ruralisation as the salvation of
the teemiog masses of this unfortunate land. Ab-
sence of firsthand personal knowledge and experi-
ence of the prevalent agricultural methods must
have bien a great handicap to Prof. Sapre in
the eoonomio inquiry he has attempted in this
book and for this reason wo are not surprised at
notfinding any concrete suggestions to replace those
of the anthors whom he has freely criticised. In
the last chapter a few suggestions and recommenda-
tiuns are thrown out, bat generally the Author’s
statement “I have wade no new discoveries nor
have I any novel romedies, or nostruma of my own
to offor” holds good; and we foar that in spite of the
able analytioal treatment of all problems relating
to land the book is more in the nature of an acade-
mio essay aod as such will be of doubtful utility
to the Commission in the solution of praotiocal
probleras that faoce them.

Although we have no quarrel with the ex-
pressioa of opinions contained in this book, we can-
not help thinking- that Prof. Sapre, a keen atudent
of economics as he is, is overstating the faots
when he says, “it (Governmont) is the largest land-
lord and oapitalist in the gountry. I? also combines
with all the resources of Western Science a keen sense of
responsibility for the well-betng and contentment of the
mallions of people entrusted to ¢ts care.” Contrast with
this on page 131 the following— “Asit is, gigantic
works are begun and finished not to relisva unems-
ployment in fndia but in England (Italics author's).
A period of industrial depression in England al-
ways synchronises with the expansion of works
vpon Canals, Developments, Dockyards, Rail-ways,
Reclamations, Reconstruotions, Remodellings,
Ronewals, Reorzaniaations, Ropairs.”

The books, although it abounds in lengthy
quotations, whioh is not always a ploasing foature,
is worth ths attantion of all interested in Indian
azrioultural progresss and prosperity. A useful
index and an appendix ars appended at the and.

S. Y., PONXSHE.
MISCELLANEA,

GOKHALE STATUE IN MADRAS.

UNVEILING CEREMONY.
Mr. Sastri’s Spsech,

On November 12th the unveiling ceremony of Mr.
Gokhale's statue raised by public subscriphion in
Madras was performed by H, E, Lord Goschen,
Governor of Madras The Right Hon. V. S. Sn-
nivasa Sastri, P. C., in requesting His Excellency to
unveil the statue, said :—

Your Excellency : To me has been assigned
the great honour, which Mr. Natesan has enhanced
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by the words he hss spoken, of asking you to
unveil the statue yondsr. Allusion has been
made and made handesomely to the Servants of
India Society which Mr. Gokbale founded. The
Society has recently suffered a calamity which has
afforded occasion fur the manifestation of public
sympatby of an unexpected character. From all
provinces, from all commuaities, from all classes
of people and from people belonging to every shade
9f political opinion, help has come to our Scciety
in suoch free measure that we may take it as a
proof that, in spite of the deficiencies of the mem-
bers of the Scciety at the present moment, the
founc!ntlons on which Mr. Gokhale laid the first
erection of this Sociely were sound, well thought
out aad bave reslly struck the imaginatior of all
the people of India. Mr. Gokbale belonged in poli-
fics to what may be described as the Ranade school
on tha western side of Indis. Of that school two
features stand out in prominence, The first is the
balle_f that they beld that the future of India does
not lie.merely in its political evolution, but that
her futu.ra must be based, in order fo be enduring,
on a solid fqunda.tian of an all-round progress. In
the ecopomic sphere, in the social sphere, in every
sphere indeed, as well as in politics, the great
Ranade and Mr. Gokhale, bis most illustrious follo-
wer, took care to teach the young that in all these
directions strenuous and unceasing work must be
parfom_led by a selfless band of workers if India’s
emarclpation were to be wrought fully. Moreover,
that school held the politieal opinion that India
shou_ld seek ful_l Dominion status within the British
E_mplre. In spite of all anpearances they held the
view and were never tired of expounding it, that
the connection between India and Great Britain has
been brought about in the wisdom of Providence for
the mutual benefit of both and through that bevefit
for the bengﬁt of the whole world. That view was
held by Sir Pherozeshah Mehta and by nearly
everyone on the western side of India and on the
eastern side and here in Madras by all those who
olaim any kinship whatsoever with that school of
thought. In Mr. Gokhale the belief was strong.
It never wag shaken. Government for many yeara
suspected him, had him watched, and subjected
him to esplonage. Oa the other hand, a great
many of h!s own couutrymen, who held advancad
poht.lc.al views, always evinced a spirit of bitter
nostgllty of his political views and even threaten-
ed hl's life more than once. Nevertheless he held
to thias view and was known as the groat stand-by
uf -the. British Raj in India when the partition
agitation of 1905 and the succeeding years seemed
t) shake it to the very ;foundations. Mr. Gokhale
fully bel!eved.that while he would not yield to
apyone in his aspirations for his countrymen,
whl.le he always said that he wished them to le in
their country what other free people were in theirs
and while he wished them to 1i:p to their fullest
stature, h.e at the same time had a faith that this
high destiny cculd be accomplished by the mutual
co-operation of Britain and India within the Bri-
tish Gom_monwealth. Of course he thought not of
the Empire as it is, but of the great Britannic Com-
moowealth as it might be and towards bring-
Ing about that happy consummation he braved
danger, he courted calumny and never avoided any
exertion, however ill he could afford it in his fee-
ble health. Mr, Gokhale wasa brave man in thought,
Often he was asked by those who doubted his great
ideal : “Can you ever point to an example in his-
tory of & country like India subjected to the domi-
nation of an alien people, whioh secured her
salvation through their co-operation and within
their political ambit?” Mr. Gokhale used to say :

“ Tt is true perhaps that h.story affords no exact
parallel. But wbhat of that? All the chapters of
the bistory of humunity bave not yet beon written.
Let Great Britain and India still write togethyr
a chapter of their own so that it can be proved
definitely that th:ough constitutional and peaceful
agiation,a people even within the politioal ambitof
another people can reach their political salvation.”
These brave words had not yet become true, bus
that they will come true is beyond a doubt. Your
Excellenoy, I know very few people whose opinion
is worth having who question that faith and that
destiny. Mr. Gokhale, moreover, was a person
immersed in political aontroversy, but strangely
unacquainted with what may be described as the
common spirit of controversy. Always be aimed
at the truth. His one ideal was justice all round
and his speeches may be read to-day not as the
utterances of a map who was swayed by politioal
passions and whore words therefore must be read
with a great deal of discount, but you can read
them to-day as the speeches of & men who desired
to form his opinicns carefully and to ineulcate
them with moderation and in the pure spirit
of acientific reason. He was no partisap. In fact,.
he did not come near 10 being that at any atage
of hislife. That is why a great man like Lord
Morley coming into contact with Mr. Gokhale
did nnt hesitate to write of him in’ a book that will
remain long the cherished possession of studenta
of Indian History, that “He has a politician's
head ; apprecietes execuative responsibility, has
an eye for the tactics of practioal common-
senge,” Now, that testimony comes from a man,
who himself laboured through his long life under
the imputation, largely unjust and undeserved, of
being s doctrinaire. The testimony thenis of a
special value, for nothing was more sharacteristic
of Mr, Gokhale than the perfect chivalry with
whioh he treated his opronents and a conatant
desire that ha exhibited in presenting the case of
his opponenis to be just and exact in tbe presen-
tation. A man of such an achievement, such
idealism and svch high character deserved that his
memory should be perpetuated in the way in which
it is to be perpetuated in the Senate House of the
University of Madras. There is no spot more
appropriate than that he should stand there as an
example to sucoessive generations of pupils whom
this University undertakes to train for the work
of their life and of citizenship of India.

Your Excellency, there is just one more reason
for considering the erection of the statue in that
place appropriata. Mr. Gokhale will there stand
side by sire with another great scn of India whom
he loved as he loved few others and of whom he
nsed constantly to say that Mr. Krishnaswami
Aiyar was one of the two or three spirits in India
whom he would own as his nearest kinsman in
spirit (Cheers.) I have ereat pleasure, Your Ex-
cellency, in being parmilted on this cccasion to ask
you to unveil the statue of tne great man. (Cheers)

LORD GOSCHEN'S SPEECH.

Before unveiling the portrait, His Excellency
said :—

It is a matter of profound gratification to me
to tnke part in this evening's function designed
to do honour to, and commemorate the service_a of,
one of the makers of modern India, ona who, if he
were alive to-day, would have been of inestimable
value in composing many unfortunate and unne-
cessary differences, raoial and oo:nrnungxl. and in
unifying the national activities cf this ocountry

(Applauce )
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In outlining the constitution of the Servants of
" India Society, Mr. Gokhale placed befora himself the
goal of a united Indis, marching onwards towards
her appropriate place among the nations of the
wor.d. He asserted thsai one essential condition
of succaas in this task is that public work must be
" *'ypiritualised”, and in words full of burning faith
he added : “a fervent partiot.sm which rejoices at
- @very opportunity of sacrifice for the motherland,
s couragoous heart which refuses to be turaed back
from the objeot by difficulty or dangaer, a deap faith
in the purpose of Providence which nothing can
- shake—aquipped with these, the worker must start
on this mission and reverently seck the joy which
comes of spending oneself in the service of one’s
country.” One of his objeots, as we all know, was
to traic men prepared to devote their livea to the
- oause of the country in a religious spirit, who
would seek to promote by all constitutional meaus
the national intsrasts of the Indian people. He
was not only the first, but the most typioal servant
of India. Full of that vigour and independence of
thought and action which are some of the chara-
ctoristics of the Mahratta race, he dedicated him-
self to a life of poverty and eaorifice and what is
rare amongst men of great intellestual emninence,
- deliberately eschewed the platform and the Couneil
for a long series of years, during which he equipped
hiingelf for adequately handling the problems wnioh
he later on helped in solving. Very faw men
indeed would have submitted themselves to that
. patlent training and strenuous study which bat-
wooen 1880 and 1897 fitted Gokhale for his life.
‘Whether as & membar of the Royal Commission
on Indian expenditure or as & member of the
Bombay Legislative Council, he ezemplified
what he stated in his remarkable oration
that “ the life of a peopla is an organ’e whole, and
no strikiog progress in any particular field is to
+bs looked for unless there be room for the
free movements of the energies of the people in all
fielda", He believed thatthe greatsst work of West-
- orn education wag not so much the encouragemant
of learniag as the liberation of the Indian mind
from its immediately previous moorings and the
assimilation of all that is highest and best in the
life and thought and charactar of the West. Ha
further believed that the assoociation of India and
England was a thing to be accepted and moulded in
the best interests of both the countries and he never
ewerved in epite of all temporary unpopularity
from expressiog the faith that was in him, both
in India and in the course of his frequent missions
-to England,

A.lth'ough s great idealist and one who dreamt
thess dreams, without whioch people oan never
realise their highest aspirations, he was amongst
those who realised that hard work and the mastery
of historiesl, finanocial and economic details was of
the essence of nation builiing. He fought his bat-

“tles with ardour, but never with rancour. It isnot
a small thing to have elicited the following tribute
from the Seoretary of State for India, Mr. Montagu
who, summiog up his achisvements and record,
desoribed them as “resulting from a siogle-minded
devotion to an unselfish ideal and ceaseless labouy
in its service, over an almost unlimited field of
aotivity."" It has often been remarked that the
most notable characteristio of Gokhale was the
degree to which he was abie to sombine enthusiasm
for raform with patient induairy,

There is vne more featura of his life on which
I desire to dwull for & moment, namely, the re-
-alisation throughout his educational, journalistio
and politioal oarser, that ic {s possible and ex-
ipedient to combine the qualities indiocated in the

adage suaviler in mode fortiter in re. He knew
that the courtesies and graces of life are wholly re-
cooeilable with strength of feeling and a dauntless
resolve to achieve the loftiest ideals. In the poli-
tical evolution of this country few figures are 890
arrasting and so memorable for sweetness and
graciousness as well as strongth of character and
mature wislom. (Cheers.);

DOMINIONS AND THE LEAGUE.

Below we give an extract from the spzech of Sir
Gz0rg: Foster, Canada’s delegate to the League of
Naztions Assembly, made on 16th September at the As-
s2mbly meeling, in which he lays’claim to a seat on the
Lzague Council on behalf of India and the Dominions.

I HAVE thought that it is not at all out of place
to call the attention of the Membars of the Assem-
bly this morning to one fact. We bave heard much
of the claims for representation on the Council of
cultural and racial groups, but we have not, during
the six years that the League of Nations has been
in operation, heard anything of that group, if I
may call it such, of Members of the League of Na-
tions made up of the overseas dominioas anc pos-
r.ssions of the British Empire. Away out in the
Pacific Qcean there is an immense island conti-
nent peopled aiready by six million inhabitants of
ths British race and with all the resources, indjls-
tries and development of a great and growing
nationality.

On the North Amerioan continent there is the
Dominion of Canada with ten million inhabitants,
with rich and almost bhoundless resources, with
wall-developed industries, with great strength in
the present and greater hopes for the futura.

In Scuth Africa we come upon another rich
and widely extended Member belonging tc this
group. On the Indian Ocean there is an immenas
population possessing s large geographical section
of sountry which is being developed with persis-
tenoy and suocess. .

Then, in addition, there is the Dominion of
New Zealand and the Dominion of the Irish Free
State, both enterprising and progressive countries.
All these, united in similsr cultural and political
sentiment, form an aggregate of present potency
apd future possibility which may well bear com-
parison with any within the membership of the
Lague. . .

Thesa different. dominions for seven years
more or less have been units of the League of Na-
tions and Members of this Asseml_)ly oooupying a
position of absolute equality with every other
pation Member of the Leagua, They have baen
steady, unfailing and unoomplaining supportera of
the League.

During those six years you have never heard,
with one exception ( because I undsystand shis
morning that tba delegates of the Irish Free State
propose tosubmit a claim for a seaton the Couneil),
of any demand or claim from that group of free
peoples for special precedence or consideration or
for & place in the Council. . I do not think it is be-
yond what is fair and reasonable to make that
statement befors this Assembly. So far as my
country and the other members of the British over-
geas countries ars soncernsd, we hava .nob hitherto
wade and are not now# making any ol_m;n for a soak
on the Counoil of the League, But it is pertinent,
and I think it ia right at this stage,to say to this-
Assembly and to the Leagus itself that we oonsidar.
thut we bhave equal rights to representation on the
Couaoil and otherwise with every one of the fifty--
six Mombers of the League of N;nhons. and that
we do not propose to waive that right.
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CORRESPONDENCE,

INDIAN STUDENTS IN ENGLAND.
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

SIR,—Lala Lajpat Rai’s article in the People on
“Foreign Education”, editorially referred to by you
(vide issue of 23rd September) and several other
contemporaries of yours, contains statements that
are bound seriously to mislead the public at home,
if allowed to_go unchallenged.  After relating
instances of Punjabi and U, P. studente whoe
had jail experience in this country, the Lala tells
his readers in all seriousness that “ such cases are
by no means rare”| This is exaggeration almost
amounting to a libel on Indian . students in
England. It ie notbeing * frank as o the seamy
side " of life here—ag you put it, evidently on the
strength of the Lala's observation and judgment;
but it is imagination whipped up by a hyper-
sentimental temperament at the sight of a few
studenf-wrecks., The fact is that such cases are
undoubtedly rare. How many of us—we are about
two thousand in this country—does the Lala
know to have been within an English prison?
If, during his sojourn here, he happened to meet
only those who had tasted prisonlife, that isa
misfortune in which every one will sympathise with
him. And that moreover would go to prove that
he did not come into any considerable personal con-
tact with the student-community here. I am not
aware of a single oceasion when he spoke to a
student-gathering during his recent sojourn in
this country. On the contrary I definitely know

that he declined an invitation from a student-body

in London to speak to them. Maybe, he was too
busy ; precisely, therefore, he shonld have restrain-
ed his pen while writing about Indian students
abroad. What is the proportion of these student-
conviots of the Luala to the Indian student-com-
munity in England? Can he show that it comes
up to at least two per cent.? As regards his
estimate of the character of Punjabi students here,
a non-Punjabi cannot obviously say anything.

1 could not make out anything of that para-
graph where the Lala seems to bewail our be-
ing “ apglicised "’ and * metamorphosed.” In the
matier of dress—possibly an exterpal symplom of
being “ anglicised”—he makes concession for
himself and has to extend the same to us; though I
may add that the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Sastri, Sir P. C.
Ray and Prof. Radhakrishnan—pot to mention
more names—bave kept to their Indian head-dress
during their sojourn abroad. Further, I refuse fo
believe that a turbaned “ Blackie ’ is atared at
more appreciably than a “ Blackie " in felt hat.

Loose thinking, confusion and self-contradic-
tion are quite apparent in those lines where he
complains of our being “ non-Indians in dress,
manners, habits, thoughts, pleasures and even genti-
ments. ” Am 1 fo greet my Epglish friends with
the words ** Bho, Bho, Namasile''? How could a
Sindbi, circumstanced as he is, communicate with
a Madrasi excopt in English ? The Lala is utferly
mistaken if he suggests that a Mahratta on mesting
a Mahratta or a Bengali on meeting a Bengali,
instinctively speaks and thirks in Englishh How
then are we *’ non-Indians in thought'? A non-
Incdian pleasure, sofar as I could think of one, is
possibly dancing. And I do not see why Lala
Lajpat Rai, who * by God is neither a saint nor a
Puritan ” should condemn outright those of us

who happen to take to it in no serious vein. It ie
false to say that there comes an “entire change™"
in our “life and sentiments.” Our outlook fortuna--
tely is changed in the mense that it gets widened.
The Lala says that oply the land-ladies and none

else want us .here ! The insinuation is too un--
worthy to be rebutted,

If our conduect creates a prejudice against us.
a8 is contended by the Lala, surely sll that one
can say is that the Anglo-Saxon raoce is peculiarly
sensifive to black or brown skin. It would be
truer and more acoceptable to logic to imagine-
racial and political considerations as being at the
bottom of this prejudice rather than our behaviour
in this oountry. Surely we behave just as well
or ill on the continent as we do inm British
Isles, since the tamptations of European life for us.
are everywhere the same. But has the Lala heard
of this “ prejudice” against us anywhere on the
oontinent, say in France? If he finds it only in
England, the cause muat be something else than
our behaviour, A channel-crossing, I supposs,
is not known to alter one’s behaviour. Without
putting it into an alarmingly exaggerated per-
spective, the Lala could have discussed this very
important problem of our “Foreign education.” He
has not done it because perhaps he has not cared to-
romember the adage: “ When in Rome, do as the
Romans do"—an advice which we follow here in
a discriminating and patriotic spirit—Yours, eto..

‘London. M. 8. MODAK.
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Rs. 1,42,00,000! |

I We are sending away this amount of money

every year to foreign Countries for import of Soaps.

l Enlightened Opinion Alone can help to keep this
money in the Conntry, Every educated man who

| prefers a foreign soap to one of Indian make is helping
foreign mannfactures and not giving a decent chance

I to local industries. Every patriot buys only Swadeshi
products. The Government Soap Factory, Banglore
manufactures some of the finest soaps in the world.
Try a tablet of Mysore Sandal Soap sud judge
yourself. If you find difficulty to obtain it, let us
know. We shall sse that you get in your own
favorite shop.

Government Soap Factory,
Bangalore.
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