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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE VICEROY’S address to the Legislatare on the
17th is not :0 much striking in
what it pays, aa it is in the manner
- of saying it. The menner iz admi-
rable and juet what it ought to be—being tLat of a
Parlic mentarian speaking to Parliamentariars;
ard not that of a heaven-bory Olympian pcmpously
cordescending to drop scme pearls of wisdom, or of
some shrewd diplcmat, who with his tongue in his
cheek humcura or elee unceremonicusly overrides
what to him seem the puerilities and foibles
of a people who for him only exist as Im-
peris]l pawns. The matters touched upon on the
other hand do not receive any treatment which
could be considered ouistarding. In all respects
His Excellenoy secmo to be expecting to hear more
views on them, before committing himself to any
definite policy. Thus the recommendations of the
Taxation Ecrquiry Ccmmiitee, which are the
subject of consuvlitations with the Provincial
Governmente, are now to be made the subject
of an expression of views on the part of the
hon'ble members assembled; whilst the Tariff
Board's repoits on the steel and textile industries
will be gonsidered next January. On the other
hand the report of the Royal Commission on Indian
Currency and Finsnce bhas necessitated the
Government taking immediate action—as regards
{1) the ratio of rupee to gold and (?) the means of
establishing that ratio. In this case Lord Irwin
way obvicuslr eanfronted by Sir Basil Blackstt's -
Jait accompli and seems 19 have bowed to it. H.
E, promises that Sir Basil wil] give a clear atate-
ment of his polioy and we weloome H, E.'s view
that it was his Goverpment’s " plain duty to bring .

The Viceroy's
Address.

the matter bofore the Legislature at the earliest A

possible date.”  For tha time baing nothipg more
can be said about it :
*

» *

OF other matters touched npon, we ;would gingla
out Lord Irwin's gracious referance

The Polic;
of Mutuuly to “the valucd support from t".‘-’
Cenfidence. -y p4ffioigl labours of Mr, Andrews ’

| in connection with the Scuth African question: a

refeience, as merited, as it must be gratifying to
all publio c¢pinion in tkis ocountry. 'The action
taken to carry out the Lee Commissjon's report is

referred to as ushering in “ a reorganisation of the

Services of a very striklcg character "—and it is
certainly noteworthy that Governmert now BSeent
to have decided to place all cfficials in trans-
ferred departments under the control of ‘Ministers.
Greatest general interest no doubt:will be taken in
the Viceroy’s remarks about the Reforms atd the
t tatutory Commission of 1929. Once more the Brl-
tich determination is expressed to belp India
“through woiking of popular institutions to assume
grealer regponsibility for her own destiny”, though

“the fundamental duty of Parliament to judge of

the progress made” isro less streasa.d. The most
pleasing part cf this szection ccn.s:sts of Lord
Itwin’s exhortation notwithstandirg the sharp
oriticiem and disagreement of opinion rega{d-
ing the existing echeme, “to admit the singomly
of those' views differing from our own “—an
attitude to which he pledges himself and hia
goveroment. Rightly he sees his supreme task in .
the diepelling of the atmosphere of suspicion and
distrust wkich make any  problem’ intractable,
Probably if any Viceroy can accomplish that task,
Lord Irwin will. His first address fo ttie Legig-
lature certainly once more dee.ens on_asrakpact.
and sympathy for ihe broad humanity, open-
mindedness and self-restraint it reveale,
- . * *

NO hetter :end-off to or greater adveriisement of
the Responasivist Pariy's Campaign

E:gg:_‘:ii‘:‘t“ in Bengal cculd have be.,on_ desigced
Bengal- . than was actuslly given by the

, “ oivil disobedience ?’ feat of Pandit
M. M. Malaviya—thenks $o the Chief Presidency
Magistrate’s femous order, St acajism in Bengal
is therefore of course hard put to it to know what
exaotly to say—to back Panditji fer his defiance
of GoverrLment, cr (o cecry him for assailing the
Swarajist shibbolelh. Forward of the 11th, in feok
is thinking alcud when it bewails the fact that
“ Pandit Malaviya's triumph for a principle was
used {0 boom a party "—a venial sin of whioh For-
ward ard the Swarajiat party of course have never,
never, never been guilty. Panditji pdmittedly
came, saw and corguered Calcutts ; and then laft
Bpt he wes almoas immeaiataly followsd by othey
leadeis, this time of the Maharashtrian Responsi-
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vist Party, who may bave wished to return the
compliment of the “ Congress elestion propaganda
in Maharashtra ”, for wbich the Congress Working
Commifttee voted Rs. 1000 last month. From all
accounts they geem to have been certainly a good
deal more sucgcessful than the Swarajist hot
gospellers who toured Maharashtra not so long
ago, without as much a3 causing a ripple in the
solid Reponsivist ourrent flowing in this Province.
Messrs. Jayakar and Kelkar in fact were a distinet
suocess in Caloutta and the various Albert Hall
meetings have already shown, that the great “walk
out” stunt seems to be ending in making the bulk
of the Swaraj Party’s members—even in Bengal—
to “walk out " —of their party, In the meantime
there is a good deal of—verbal—acoommodation :
-on the one hand Mr. Jayakar has told his Caleutta
audience that he is out to ** work the Reforms for
what they are worth ”; on the other he soofthed
them by saying that of course in Bengal agcept-
anoce of office must be made conditional upon a
general amnesty of political prisoners. His com-
monsense resumé was, that, if they did not accept
Cabinet posts, the Communalists would. Qnite so:
but under suoh conditions, what is the good of
talking about * conditions ™ ?

% * *

THE paueity of students at the Gujarat Vidya-
peeth does not deter the Dhruvs

Committee whioch sat to inquire

into ifs present condition from re-
commending its retention. We are glad that the
Committee does not go by mere numbers, for the
raison d'étre of euch an inetitution is that it strikes
out a new path and the very novelty of it may keep
back, though by rights it should attract, students.
The Committee say, and rightly, that the continued
existence of the University will be justified if the
Upiversity is true to its ideal, however short it may
fali by reason of practical difficulties, in giving
effect to them. We are of course interested in sse.
ing what the ideals are which the University has
kept before itself; naturally of course freedom from
‘Grovernment control and the imparting of education
from the national point of view figure prominently
among these ideals, though the exact import of
these terme is far from clear. These ideas are no-
thing new; they woare the basic principles of the
National Education movement of the years 1906
and 1907. But they have now given place to
the one predominating idea at the baok of the
present National Education movement, viz. that
of hand-spinninz, which was entirely absent
from the former movement. The best illustration
of this recent change is the Samarth Vidyalaya at
Talegaon, conducted by the late lamented Prof.
Bijapurkar. This sochool came info existence in
1907 and was acclaimed as the best fruit of national
education in Maharsshtra, but latterly it had
practioally oeased to be recognised as a national
school, merely because it refused to introduce what
has now become the chief if not the only ingre-
dient of national education. Nothing shows batter
the utter irrelevance of khaddar and spinning in
regard to national education than the persistent
rofusal of Bijapurkar and his colleagues to admit
this feature into his school. The committee report
that the element of compulsion shouid be reduced in
the matter of hand-epinning. This affords an elo-
quent commentry onthe Tolstoyan principles which
Mahatma GQandhi is supposed to practise in
oconduocting the Univergity. Tolstoy left his ohil-
dren fres to learn or not to learn even the subjeots
of universally acknowledged ufility, while his
disciple in India has been forolng down the throats

“‘{National"*
Education.

of pupils a subject of such obviously dusious value
as hand-spinning, and the committes is now const-
rained recommend that he should rely upon the
moral influence of teachers, who, however, ars ask-
od to resign if they will not fall in with the peculiar
doctrine of Mahatma Gandhi.

* * L]

THE transfer of the Imperial capital from Caloutta

Separation of tlleto Delhi led to a weloome annul-
R:glwuy Budget. ment of the partition of Bengal ;

similarly the postponement last

vear of the expenditure of 70 Iakhs on the work of
fitting rolling stock with automatic central buffar
couplers pending a reinvestigation of the method
of oonversion made it possible to grant a weloome
suspension of the Cotton Excise Duty. The rela-
tion of cause to effect is identioal in either case.
But the fact that postponement (not abandonment)
of a necessary work'!involving expenditnre of such
heavy proportions as 70 lakhs should provide
extra revenue to0 the (Gemeral Budget raises a
question of principle which the Legisiative Assem-
bly will do well to bear in mind, when as i®
possible the question of ;the .continnance of the
convention regarding separate railway finance
comas to bo considered with refornce to the Rail-
way Budget for 1927-28. One of the conditions
attaching to the convention, although not specifi-
oally stated in the -resolution passed by the
Asggembly, is that any outs made ‘by the Assembly
in the Railway Budget will go straight into tha
railway reserve, so as to preveni the General
Budget from benefiting by the ocuts, This is an
extremely one.sided arrangement and if the Rail-
way Budget is to be above even the suspicion of
manipulation either by the Assembly or by the Exe-
cutive which manipulation would have the effect of
benefiting the General Budget, the present one-sided
arrangement must needs be balanced by a oorres-
ponding obligation on the Government to throw
into the railway reserve any sums made available
by such necessary postponement of expenditure.
The prinoipal point to securs is that the money
saved by cuts or postponement is there in the
railway coffers for immediate use whenever it is
found necessary to restore the ‘cuts’ or to under
take the postponed work.
* * *

THE Budget Session of the Travancore Legislative
Council on the 6th inst. had before
it an adjournment motion to dis-
cuss the situation created by the

new Press Law, which came into force ( as Regu-
lation 5 of May 22nd, 1926 ) by a ukase of the Maha-
rani Regent, without reference to any reprapresen-
tative body in the State, The President having
disallowed the motion on the grounds that “ no
quesfion of legislation shall come in when the
Connoil is in budget session,”’ most elected mem-
bers refused to move other motions ( on budges
items ), as & protest against the President's ruling
prohibiting the discussion of the Newspapors Re-
gulation, and on the 10th only 5 out of 39 motions
were thus moved; and elected members subse-
quently only voted to defeat Governmoant, asthay
did, e. g. on a question of tolls. On the 13th, nota
single motion standing bafore that, on which a out
was to be moved with a view to ventilate Roagula-
tion §, was moved. Wheon it came to the latter
motion, the Council was overcrowded and public
opinion in goneral seems fo have been at fever
heat : a8 well it might, seeing the deliberation
with whioh the affront to the Legislative Counoil,

Tyiag up the
Safety Valve.
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which had been ignored when the obnoxions Ra-
gulation was introduced, was further deepened by
the Council now not even being allowed to discuss
it. In the circumstances the President seems to
have had the good sense of changing his mind and
allowing discuesion on the Newspapers Regulation
to proceed. Proceed it did for the whole day and
in the end the cut was defeated by 30 to 14 votes;
the 30 consisting of 15 officiale, 10 nominated and
5 olectes members, the 14 on the other side being
all elected members. The to our mind most ex-
tracrdinary piece of the whole buriness was the
speech of the Chief Seoretary, Mr. K, George, who
justified the Reguiation, becanuse acoording to him
* the Travanoore Pensal Code was utterly insuffi-
cient with the usual dilatoriness charaoteristic of
the law courts to stop the menace of artioles which
were highly indecent, extremely scurrilous and un-
speakably scandalous,” Mr. George expatiated on
the obscenity of “such newspapers which no decent
man would allow his wife or children to read.”’
Now Mr. George surely knowa that obscens writ-
ings are effeotively put down ontside of Travan-
core even without a Regulation 5 and if his speech
proved anything at all, it only proved the neoes-
gity for overhauling the Travarcore Penal Code.
It certainly did not try to prove that peopla finan-
eing obscene publieations are frightened away by
forfeiture of high licence fees. Obscenity is a
paying business and the profits amply cover all
such incidental losses, No,we are afraid, offenders
against 5 (a) and {3) of the Regulation ( “to excite
disaffection ” &o. ) were more likely aimed at than
profiteers in Indecencies, The tone of the local
press may be capuble of much elevation, but Regu-
lation 9 certainly will not effect that. Is a man
with money necessarily a man of a lofty morality?
Beosides, if the Regulation itself was so obviously
desirable, no ukase for its introduction need have
been resorted to, and no stifling of its disoussion in
Conneil been 20 sedulously attempted. The long
and the short of it—sgo the impartial onlooker can
but conoclade—seema to ba that Travancors Auto-
oracy does not like criticism and therefors tries
the old, old dodge of tying up the safety valve.
# e »

THE news that trickles out of Native States is

The Indore

Mill Strike, tion wouchsafed to the Indian

Publio at large about the recent
sirikes in Indore Mills has beson no exception to
that rule. Apparently there has been a strike on
a large soale, the retort of a threatened general
lock-out and finally a patohed-up pemoce. The
point of greatest interest however is that whioch
caused the whole disturbanoce: the workmen's
resolve to get their 12 () hour day reduced to the
10 hour day of Bombay and their labour sondi-
tions in general raised to that of British India.
This is a devastating comment on those Indian
“ patriots” who are always tender to Indian
Prinoces and to their government, hecause they are
Indians. Exploitation sa such obviously does not
worry this olass of politician overmuch: what
worries him, is that the British allegedly keop it
all to themselves, Mr, P. G. Kanckar in the
Guardian of last week has an excellent article on
the necessity of a new divieion of parties—not on
the old and rather outworn oriterion of for or
sgainst the British, but for or against the common
poople. The British may have often ainned
againat the latter: but the Indore Mills atrike
show once more, that today it is not the British
who are the greatest danger to the common people
of India. More's the shame of it. .

always scrappy and the informa- |

184. OR 16d. ?

IN view of the coming debate in the Assembly on
the bill for stabilising the Rupee at 1s. 6d. gold it
is necessary to olarify the issue further, We shall
therefore examine one by one all the arguments, in:
favour of that ratio, marshalled in the Report. It
is said that at this rate prices in India have been
substantially adjasted to the world-prices. This
is true but the idea that world prices have settled
down is wrong ; it is just possible that there may
be marked changes still and in that case to main-
tain the ratio would involve a groat sirain on the
meohanism of exchange. It is forgotten again that
internal rupee prices may not be completsly ad-
justed to the world prices and yet nothing might
happen. Secondly it i said that wages too ar: ad-
justed to this rate. With a lower rate prices would
rise and after a fow yoars a demand for higher wages
would be irresistible. The answer would be that
present wages are high enough and no rise oan be
demanded. Granting however that a rise does take
place, it is better to have higher wages and realize
higher price for your goods than fo pay lower
wages and have to compete with foreign goods
at a reduced prioe.

‘With regard to contraots made at a lower
ratio, it is said that they are fewer than conftraots
made recently aftar the old rate was known to be
disturbed, The answer is that they are not fewer
but immensely larger. The total debt payable by
the agrioulturists exceeds 800 orores and all this
was contracted at the lower ratio. It is -frue that
prices to-day even at 18d. are higher than they
were when these debts were contracted but the
paying off the debt would be easier with still
higher prices.

The next argument assumes this form : With
a 16d. rate all prices would rise by 12} per cent..
and this would be hard on the coneumers as it
would check import and lead to & real reduotion
of wages of the clerioal class. Thisis an old issue
between consumers and producers and musé be
decided according to the balance struck. It comes
to this : the rich and the middle olass would suffer
and the poorer class would gain; every one must
deoide for himself what the ultimate balance is.
Each olass naturally looks at the question from its
own point of view and the statesman must decide
by standing aloof We do not think however that
the effeot on trade by the adoption of the 16d. ratic
would be convulsive, as the Report makes it
out to be. '

It is said further that the effact of the adoption
of the lower rate would lead to an increase in
Contral as well ag Provincial taxation since at
higher pricea expenditure in all depariments
would soar up "and would thus check nation-
building projects. Of course this ia nndeniable but
the remedy would be to out expenditure which
probably no government in the world dreams of.
No government likes to admit that it is extrava-
gant. Supposing however that higher taxation is



k7%

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ AUGUST 19, 1996.

neoessary it is better to hava more money with you
and pay higher taxes than to secure a bars living
and to pay lower taxes. The next consideration
offered is that with an 18d. rate the melting poins
of the Rupees ia much nearer than with a 164. rata,
Thie is perfectly true but if the danger comes at all
a little postponement would not give much ralief.
Other remedisa will have to be alopted in any
case.

The last argument is that a rate is an a:com-
plished fact for a year or so and to change
it again would ba to disturb everything. The
answer would be that stabilisation after a period
of “Leave alone’’ is hound to produce some altera-
tion and the vital consideration is whether this
alteration would lead to a temporary disturbance
or a permanen® disturbance. Asa matter of fact
nobody knows what is going to be the level of
world prices for the next twenty years and it is
difficult to deoide the question whether a rézime
ushered in by a 16d. ratio would tend to be stable,
In such a case we would pronounce against
stabilisation and leave exchange to be decided
from day to day by trade factors. Have we not all
said that a fired exchinge is only a luxury and
not a necessity ? Why not adopt that philosophy ?

We would now review the arguwents in
favour of the 16 d. ratis. This rate is natural ac-
cording to those who favour its adoption bezauae
it was maintained for a long period. The answer
is that no rate is natural exaept when it is kept at
that point. 1t is urged that the 18d. rate was dua
to manipulation. This is true to a certain extent,
but the jistification given by Government is that
manipulation was necesiary to depress prices and
present exchange from rising too high. We tiink
Government should have let things alone. It is
said that a rat: of 16d. would require less gold;
but this is true only if the numbsr of rupees re-
mains the same which cannot be since a lower
rate would mean an inflation of curraney ; this
asrgument therefore bas no force. I% is urged
in favour of the 16d. rate that in case of an ad-
verse exohange more gold would be required to be
paid. We think this is a valid objectiou to the
higher ratio. Itis further said that a 16d. ratio
will help us to compete with countries with a de-
preciated ocurrency. The answer given by the
Commission is that this would apply during the
transition period only. Bat in our opinien untold
harm would result to Iudia during this tranesi-
tional period and there would be no oonsolation
in later adjustment. The pext plea is that with a
16d. rata gold would be dearsr and hence the
hoarding of gold would be checked. Wae think this
is very likely and does constitute a minor reason
for adopting the lower exchange.

Anotherargument is that if world prices fall
then Iodian prices at 18d. would fall much more
than with a lower ratio and excessive cheapness
would be barmful to producers. This in our
opinion is the most telling argument against the
18d. ratio; we are not prepated to believe that

European prices have attained a stable eqnili-
brium, as the Report imagines to be the case.
The substance of the who'e argument in favout of
a 161 rate is that dabtors, primary producers and
employers of Iabsur would gain. Considering that
primary producers constitate 80 par cent. of the
population and employers, though few, keap iadus.
tries alive we do nof think this argument oan be
dismissed as special pleading. We have presented
the case for both the rates of exochange in outliae
and would leave the matter here and wait for any
fresh arguments on both eides brought forward in
the Assembly.

V. N. GODBOLE,

CLASSICS V5. VERNACULARS,

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF.

ON Thursiay, 29%1 of Jaly, Mr. R. V. Parulekar
read af the Shik«haviohar Mandal, a papar on ‘The
Early History of the Medium of Instruotion ia
Bombay’, wherein he quoted pa-agraphs from old
records, some of which would be very halpful to a
student of the present controversy betwesn the
Classicists and Varnacularists. Ia 1863, that ig,
some five yoars after the Uaiversity of Bombay
was establishad, the University decided to replace
t 10 study of the Vornaculars by the compulsory
study of Classics in ocollege classes, appareatly for
the good of the Vaernaculars thamselves. 1In his
donvocation addrsss in 1863, says Sir Bartla Frers,
the then Coanoellor of $he University: “Some discus-
sion hag arisen which must, I balieve, bear useful
fruit regarding the relative merits of the C.assical
languages of this country, as comparad with the
Vernaculars, as 09jects of aniversity study. I will
not auticipate the rasult of this disoussion. N>
one estimates more highty than I do the import-
ance of Vernacular education; no one has a higher
estimate of the capabilities of some of ourIndian
Vernaoular languages; no one has higher hopes
as to the space they may one day fill in the litera-
turs of India. But I would remind you that ths
improvement of any Vernacular language, which
has but a scanty modern literatura of ifts own,
must depend mainly on the cultivation of Classioal
languages. Howevar great the natural capabili-
ties of a language, it oaanot become suifad to the
want; of a highly oivilised people, excipt by the
cultivation of those languages which alraady have
a Classiocal literature of their own”.

It is easy to see the sirong parallelism between
the arguments of Sir Bartle and thosa of the C assi-
oists in the present Uaiversity Senate. Ihave no
wish to enter here into the disoussion of the falla-
oies in these argumoants; I have dns it elsewhera.
But one may agree with Mr, Parulekar in that
“the Classical language in Indian schosls is
English, not Sanskrit or Parsian; it ( Eaglish }
is doing for the Indian :student and his
Vértdoular what Lstin did .for the Eiglish
student and his Vernzounlar'. Adair it i¥ now
pixty-three years since thdse words werd spoken
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by Sir Bartle and the Vernaculars contivue {o be
the Cinderella of tha Upiversity. It was expected
that “a very moderate knowledge of a Ciassical
langusge would tend to improve the Vvernaculars,
themselves left outside the pale of the University.”
That was like the fond parent who wished o eee
ber child growing strong on a moderate allowance
of arrow-roof, forbidding the ebild all the while
from exercising its limbs, If this view confinues
to influence the Senato, sixty-three more years will
yaas and we shail not have made any substantial
advance.

It is instructive to ees what steps were taken
by the Colleges, when the Vernaculars were
ousted from the University curriculs, of course “in
the interest of the Vernaculars themselves.'’ *“As
a result of the exclusion of the Vernaculais from
college studies, the funds, bcth public and private,
which were hitherto earmarked for the encourage-
ment of the Vernaculars in the Colleges wore
alienated from that purpose. The Direator ordered
that the Daxina Fellows who were hitherto required
to confribute to the cultivation of the Vernaculars
shounld be employed as tutors in teachirg ordinary
oollege subjects. The Gaikwar Soholarships which
were expressly given for the promotion of ihe
Vernacolar ttudies wore now given as scholarships
for general proficiency. The Sundar Jiwaji Prize
originally given by the donor for a Vernacular
essay came to be awarded for a Banskrit escay.
The Kibe Prize which was also meant for a Verna-
cular eesay was now given for an English essay.
... Wo utterly fail to understend the propristy
of thie aotion of tha College aunthorities, unless it
be that the gpirit of the University wae spreading
abroad and those who wera responsible for higher
education wers unconsciourly cultivating & spirit
of bostility to tha Vernaculars.”

This reform—the displacement of the Verna-
culars by the Classica—has done little good to the
Classios, while it has done incalculable harm to
the Vernacuiars. Excellent Marathi books which
deserved to pass through several editions are now
obsolete and out of print. Numerous ancient
manueoripts unearthed and published through
magasines are again getting intoobsourity. Hav-
ing to depend for support on the lay publie, rather
‘than the university scholar, the eriters of Marathi
novel, Marathi drama and Marathi poetry are
sgain and agsin tempted to descend to a lower
ideal of authorship, In the face of all this dis-
couragement the achievement of Marathi writers
in the last sixty years is oertainly commendable ;
but that should be a reason for encouragement, for
the removal of the barriers and not for their con-
tinuation. On the other hand the study of
the Classios is unpopular with the aVerage
college student in spite of the patronege of the
University. Look at any annotated edition of a
Sanskrit text presoribed for the F. Y. A. and Infer
Asxta Besides supplying copiousnoteron all difiouls.
words aud phrases appearing in the text, the anno-
tator gives—has to give—the translatioti: of every

sentenee in it Without the help of these
orutches the student finds hia progress impossible,
and our Classieists in the University expect thess
eripples to help the advance of Marathi with the
knowledge of their Sanekrit. They are blicd,
ignorant or cbstinate.

Before concludiong, I thick I cannot do better
than sum up the controversy, Sarskrit vs. Merathi,
in the wecris of the writer of ‘The Teaching of
Epglish in England’#®

“In citing the opinion, which we accept and
put forward with entire convictior, we are aware
that wo era opposing ourselves to those for whom
the idea cof a liberal education is inseparable from
a knowledge of the Classics, and we desire to clear
the grourd of posgible misunderstandings. In the
course of our irquiry we have not found either
among ourselves or the witnesses whom we have
heard, any trace of hostility to the Classics. We
recognize that fcr some minds the study of man's
life and thovght in a setting so far removed from
modern conditions as was the ancient world may
have special advartages. Wea recognice, also, thst
eince many of our great writers have been influ-
enced directly or indireolly by Classioal studies,
the reader who approaches them with the same
equipment will, in somes ways, find it easier
to undefstand them immediately and without
loss of time. Further we do not despair of the:
Claseics or 1egard them as having no future in this
counftry. We see in them sources, which can
never be forgotten, of our own Ilanguage,
our own art, our own experience and we hold
that no student of English will have com-
pleted his exploration or gained all its advantages
unti] he hae ascended the stream of literature and
discovered these perennial scuroces himeelf, Never-
‘the leas, we are convinced, both by necessity and
by reasop, that we must look elsewhera for our
present purpose. The time i past for holding, as
the Reraiesancs teachers hald, that the Classios
alone can furnish a liberal educatior. We do not
believe that thcse who have not studiad the Classics
or any foreign literature must necessarily fail to
win from their native English a full measure of
cultere and humana training. To hold suoch an
opinion seems to us to involve an obstinate
belitiling of our national inherilance. ”

M. K. PARANJPE.

RAILWAY STANDING FINANCE,
COMMITTEE,

ON the last ocoasion when the Railwsy Standing
Finanoe Commiites of the Logislative Assembly-
met st Caicutis o June last the sttendance wag -
50 soandalously poo¥ that ouf of a total of 12 there
were only 4 membord present on the firat day and 5

on the'day following: The business'transdcted at the-

meeting inoluded such important questions ag the-

° The Report of the Departmentsl Committes of the
Board of Edudatiod (Lond:n), published by H. M. Station-"
erd Offics. Prios 18. 64,
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provision of rolling stock during the quinguennium
ending March 31, 1932, and the policy regarding
the provision of quarters for railway staffand was
therefore entitled to every effort on the part of
Government to seocure a larger attendance. Mr.
Jamnadas Mehta, than whom no member taksa a
keener and more intelligent interest or exeroises
greater influence on the popular side in the deci-
gions (aken, was conspicucus by his absenc:;al-
though it is some eatisfaction to observe that Mr.
Rama Iyengar was able to be present if only on the
second, i. e., the last, day. He is a well-in-form.
ed, studious and watchful critic of the railway
sdministration and his presence at the meetings
of the Committes is an asset of no mean value. In
order te understand the composition and the
funct’'ons of this Committee, one has to go
back to the constitution of the General Stand-
ing Finance Committes. S r Maloolm Hailey
is one of those Civil Servants who are tempar-
smentally inelined to loyalty to the poliey
of the Goveraoment which employs him. He is
affable, sincers, liberal-minded and sympathetic,
however else he may have on ocoasions appeared
to be when acting as a spokesman of the G )vern-
ment. One of his first acts on fthe introduction of
the Reforms in 1921 was to oreate a Committee
of the Legislative Assambly, oalled the Standing
Finanee Committee, to advise the F.nance Dapart-
ment of the Cantral Government of which he then
held thos portfolio. Nothing in the Raforms At
or in the rules made under it randered it obligatory
on (& vernment to institute such a commitiee.
It was an absolutely volunfary act of the Govern-
ment. The idea behind the C)rmmittee was, in
the words of 8ir Maloolm, “to utilise for our
own sdvantage the brain of those members of
the Assembly who have had knowledge of finanoe
and administration” and “so use their experi-
ence on our own behalf” The funotions ori-
ginally assigned to the Committee were to scrn-
kinizo and advise on all proposals for votable
expenditure boefore they were sanctioned or were
included in the main annual budget or in the
gupplementary budget; and the Committee con-
gisted of 10 elected .members of the Assembly
and one nominated by the Governor Goneral, the
latter member belng its Chairman. After the lapse
of & little over a year, it was deciled by Govern-
ment, again on its own initiative, to enlarge Jits
functions. It was also decided to add 4 more elect-
ed members, in view of the difficulty of assembling
even 3 or 4 members and of the unfairness of plac-
ing before so small a body and asking its views on,
oases of great finanoial importance. The enlarged
funoctions of the Comnittee were (a) to sorutinize
all proposals for new votable expenditure and such
pen-votable items of expenditure as Government
may submit to it ; (b)) to sanction allotments out
of lump sam grants ; (¢) to suggest ratrenchments
and economy in expenditure ; and (d) generally to
assist the Finance Dapartment by advising on such
matters as may be reforred to it by that Dapartment.

The origin of the Railway S:anding Fioanoe
Committee, however, presents a strang contrast to
that of the Standing Finance Committee hitherto
desoribed. When the propisals of the Govern-
ment concarning the separation of the railway
from the general finances ware placed before the
Assembly in March 1924, the original iatention
was that the estimates of railway expenditure
should bs submitted to the Central Advisory
Council at*ached to the Railway Dapartment, prior
to their submission to the Cantral Legislature,
This Couneil came into existence early in 1922 in
pursuance of a recommendation of the Indian
Railway (or Aoworth) Committes and consisted of
( not elected but ) selected members drawn from
both the Legislative Assembly and the Ciuncil of
State. It was soon discovered by the representa-
tives of the people in the Assembly that since the
right of voting supplies belonged by S:atute exoclu-
sively to the Assembly, the transfer of the serutiay
of the railway estimates from the S:aading Finance
Committee composed entirely of members of the
Assembly to such a mixed committee of selested
members as the Caatral Advisory Couneil would
not do and Government accordingly proposed the
constitution of a special Standing Finance Com-
mittee for Railways consisting of 12 members, 10
elected members of the Assembly and ¢ nominated
official members of the same body, one of whom was
to be the Chairman of the Committee, The proposal
as finally passed by the Assembly and accepted by
the Government constituted a Standing Finance
Committee for Railways of 11 elected members
and only one nominated offisial meinber, the latter
being the Caiairman of the Committee, The
votable expenditure under the Railway Budget is
mora than half as much againas that under the C :n-
tral Budget and one would have thought that the
Railway Department would need a largzer Standing
Finance Committee. But so far from the Com-
mittee having a larger number of members it has a
membership actually smaller by three than that of
the General Standing Finance Committee. The
smallness of the Committee is one of the factors
militating against the atiendance of & decent
number at its meetings aad it is therefore neces-
sary that its strength should be inoreased. Another
factor conduocive to poor attendance apparently ia
that the procedure adopted for convening the
mestings is faulty in so far as the dates for such
meetings are fixed not with refersnce to the con-
venience of the majority of the membasrs but only
with reference to that of the Government member
of the Committee. Lack of proper appraciation of
the requirements of others is a besstting weaknass
of the Railway Department and a study of psycho-
logy forms no part of the intellectual equipment of
our railway administrators in Indis. In fact, the
atmosphere of machine-like and shiftless. ways of
fhinking fis.so. all-pervading that even the few
Indian Civil Servants who in other spheres show
a certain amount of freedom of thought easily fall
under the influence of this way cof thinking of the
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‘tachnicians who sppear to imagine that machines
.and men both act in accordance with one and the

same set of laws,

The Associated Press messags of 19th Jaly last,
which is presumably an authorized version of the
proceedings of the !Rallway Stauding Finance
.Committee which met at Caloutés on the 14th and
15th of June, mentiois the laying down of a
quinquennial programme of railways for rolling
stock but not a word is said about the details of
this programme. Iastead of giving any informa-
tion about the five-year programme, all we are told
is that for the year 1927-28 the total demand for
rolling st ok is Re. 1,71,80,000 in respec: of addi-
tions and Rs. 2,88,25,000 in respect of renewals
and replacements and that the additional stock is
rzquired in connection with the opening of new
lines and to mest the normal development of
traffio. The latter is a sedactive statemsnt. The
overcrowding of third olass passengers due to
d:fiolenoy of coaches is an age-long complaint.
This daficiency still atands, although the Railway
Dapartment have never yot once disclosed what
this defisienoy amounts to. To speak therefore of
providing for normal developmeant of traffic while
this deficieacy lasts is to speak what appears to
be the language of absurdity. Ia auy ocase, it is
never stated how muoi1 of the additional rolling
stock is against the existing deficiency of coaches.
The public is supposed to be easily satisfied by the
mere general gtitement that in the additional
rolling etook speoial provision is mada to inocrease
the number of lower clais oarriagas in order to
avold overorowding. This reminds one of the
atory of a man who won in a compstition as to the
best way for public speakers and writers to avoid
coming iato troubls with the Government. The
simple suggestion which won the priza for the
e>mpetitor was:* Say what you like against the
Governmept, but at the end of it be careful to add
‘ God sava the King.' ' And so it is with our rail-
way administrators. Azain, if one asks to koow
how much of the additional rolling atock goes
towards meeting the norma! development of traffio
and how muoh towarde the equipmsnt of new
lines the ansawer given is symewhat as follows_:

“The programmes for alditional rolling
stook are basel on the needs of eaca railway
syatem oonsidered as & whole, including new
lines added daring the year. This hai baen
fsund th+ most economioal arrangement. Itis
not poasible therefore to giva aay raliable
approximate division beiw.sen existing and
new lines. ”

When the gaugs of a maw lina 'is different
to that of the existing conneoting line, it becomes
imporative to ascorfain the requirements Pof
the two lines separa‘ely and to maks saparate
provision for rolling atock for eaoh of the l:ines.
‘Wheon, however, the gauze of the two lines _is
fdentical, the rollinz stock of the ons can be
uied on the other aad it baoomas) possibls to mest
the raquirameats of the two together with an
amount of rolling stook smaller than would be

'enough for all practical purposes.

neo3ssary if ssparate rolling stoock wera providad
for each. But how the adoption of this economical
arrangemant makes it impossible to give any re-
liable approximste division between the existing
aod pnew lines is mors thai a lJayman oan under-
stand. Both lines shara in the economy resulting
from the pooling and it would b> ianterssting and
instructive for the Jayman to know why a division
between the two in proportion to the requiraments
of each of the two lines ascertained separately
would not constitute an approximation rsliable
When new
lines ara baing laid down in napracedented numbera
as paying propositions, it is imporiaat to have
some maans of ensuring that the naw lines ara noé
being subsidized indirzo:ly through the provision of
rolling stock by the existing lines and that things
generally ara not moving in the dirzction of per-
petuating and extending the existing deficiency.
The wa'chful Mr. Rama Iyengar’s demand at the
meeting of the Committee for the production in
future of specific justification for each programme
of additional rolling stock is therafors extremaly
wolocome, From paragraphs 37 & 61 of the Railway
Administration Report for 1923-24 we had gather-
ed the impression that the Railway Board had
aleealy laid down in that year definite staniards
for determining the requiraments of rolling sbock,
but Mr. Parsong’ raply to Mr. Rama I'vengar shews
that this is not the case. Meanwhile we fail to
seo how in the ahsencs of specific justifcation
the Railway Boarl ia the first instance and the
Committee in the sec>nd ojuld at all sorutinize
aud asprave of “all rolling stock programm3s of
eash railway administration for 1927-28. "

ECONOMY.

PATRIOTISM.

A SUPRA-NATIONAL authority, then, as I showed
last week, may well be needed for the healthy fune-
tioning of each individual State ; the legitimacy of
its interveantion may be admitted to be theoretical-
Iy unassailable : yet few citizens and fower States
will be abla to contemplate sush cartailment of
their country’s saovereignty with equanimity and
without grave misgivings. The latter arise na-
turally out of the suspicion that the intsrvention,
ostensibly for the benetit of Humanity, might only
too casily be intonded for the benefit of the inter-
venor himeelf. As we have eeen already, such
suspicions have been only too well founded in the
past : but in the pas®, it must be ramembered, the
intervenor was either asinzle State or a league of a
faw States—never yet a Federation of the whole
World. Even Mandates of the present Leagug of
Nations of course are issued to a single State whioh
is thereby empowerad to superiotend the destinies
of another vountry with at leait one eye on its
own advantage. This is hard!ly the kind of supra-
national intervention which would commend itself
to the vresent Mandatories, if, say, there was a
suggestion of giving a ‘mandate’ over China to
Japan or one to Germany over Portugal orto Haiti
over the Negroes of the U.8. A. There is of oourss
no doubt that the populations distracted by cease-
less civil commotions ia China and Portugal or the
Negroes in their abject J im-Crowism would great-
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1y berefit by the assertion of some extrinsie autho-
rily which could substitute order for ohaos or
-justice for mob-law. But clesrly, tbat authority
would, like Caesar's wife, Lave {o be above all poc-
sibility of suspicion® and it could only be that, if
it was the authority wielded, not by one, nor even
by a few high and mighty ones, but by the whole
wozrld. Securus fudicat orbis terrarum: the whole
world's judgment—and it alone—can safely be de-
pended upon.

That the idea itself is practieally sound, is
oevidenced by the incaleulable good which even so
partial a world-authority as the present League
of Nations has already been able to effect inter-
nationally, its great and many defects and handi-
caps notwithstanding. One great safeguard against
abuse of such power consists of course in the watch-
fulness, not to say jealousy, of some States and in
the fact that in each care there always must be
aven more States who can afford to take a striotly
impartial line of justice. But the best of all safe-
guards perhaps consists in the natural reluctance
of each single State and of its citizens, to allow
“ foreigners” to curtail ab exfra their own power of
gelf-determination. This * patriotism ” no doubt
has its great dangers too, when not balanced by a
cosmopolitan consideration of the needs of Huma-
nity as a whole: but atileast equa! danger would
lurk in a Cosmopolitanism which had evaporafed
ail loyalties to lesser societies than to that of a
world levelled down to a grey uniformity and
philistine monotony, swayed by mass emotions
which would sweep the whole of humanity and
which would carry all before them, since there
would be no more walls of human partition to
break their tidal force.

That this danger is not a mere figment of
phantasy, the present history of the United States
of Amerioa proves only too well. Perbaps in mo
other country is difference of opinion from: the
perfervid patriotiam of the 100.percenter so little
tolerated and so relentiessly persecuted. The reason
of course is that the American mentality worships
the norm, the average—mediocrity in fact, not to
put too fine & point on it. Ameriea lives, and
what is worse, aims at living, in a Main Street of
self-satisfied philistinism, which frankly bas no
use for “tall poppies”. A man stands out in
popular esteem, because he is so typical, because
he conforms so0 perfectly to the standardized ‘ideal.
Technology and mass production demand the
standard, the interchangeable part, the Fordiged
factory, the branded fuods: and technology ruiles
Americs. Perhaps also is this mentality the legacy
of the Puritans of New England, who, no longer
able to check the subjectivity of their own con-
soiences by the objeotivity of an instifution, the
Ohurt_sh, had been forced to weounteraot their
a-social tepdency towards anarchy by making
a fetish of " convention™. Thus hundred-percen-
tism has become a oreed, Normalcy the ruling
passion,the Melting Pot an axiom. No minority hss
a right to exist as such, but must be melted down.
and run into the rigid and uniform moulds. of the
prevailing American standard ; no individual may
have tastes of his own or opinions of his own,
which differ from those laid down by oonvention.
The mutter has gone so far that a.man iano longer
physically able to clothe or feed himself, as fancy
tells him, because only standardized foad, and
standardized clothes are available, Everything has
been put into a “oan"’, everything has been- put. on
the Procrustean bed of the machine. To escape fiom
this dead!y dullness of standardized life, the Ame-

rigan has rushed into & world of sensationaiism |-

and make-believe “secret societies™: only to find
even that regulated and standardized by the
publicity and regaliz-makers, Unable to produce
quality, the standardized American can only
strive after quantity : and quantity, no$ quality,
is of course exact!y what the machine can turn oué,
America is not the land of “unlimited possibilities”,
it has merely become the land of unlimited
monotony.

Such a state of sffairs would be ealamitous
enough, if it wers merely the state of eleven crores
of human beings: it becomes a world problem
tbrough the fact that the Ameriean ideal of
“ Normalcy "' ¢ I'Americaine is becomirg an artiole
of export. As wave after wase of foreign immi-
grants was being assimilated and standardized, the
Hundred-percester naturally oame to think of
himself as a supezior being and of his standard as
the non plus ultra. But if his standard is ¢he thing,
is it not selfish to keep it to himself ? No, let the
whole world be given a chance of imitating this
lasgt word in eivilization, let the standard of “God's
own country’” become the standard of the whole
world. And if those other benighted people dont
want to? Clesrly, then, they must be compelled
to 1heir good : and admittedly the resources of a
bighly efficient and industralized State of eleven
orores like America is capable of exerting a good
deal of compulaion. That is the danger, the greatest
danger of all: not merely that American acqui~
sitiveness will want to subordinate the whole
world to Wall Street, but that Amerioan fanati-
cism will want to mould the whole world after the
manpar of Main Street. What i America were
able to persuade, cajole and coerce other countries
to accept their “mnormaley *? What if that
normsaley were to capture a “ Federation of the
World ”, which would yisld the potential power of
being able to steam-roll flat any outstanding
feature, not stereotyped in the American pattern ?
The picture I have drawn is not a fanciful one, but
based on generally acknowledged faets; and to
those who would s have fuller and unimpeachable
desoription, I can but recommend another book
by an author already mentioned by me—M. J.
Bonn in his “ Amerika and sein Problem ’''*—who
I am gure ¢annot fail to bring home to his reader
the reality and gravity of the “ problem . .

I mention this book particularly also, because
its author mof only describes “ The States”, but
also its antithesis on the American continent, the
Canadian Province of Quebec. “ Quebeo ”, as he
eaye, “stands for the multiformity of life, as
America does for the uniformity of it " (p. 59.). “In
the modern Ameriean world, where the purposive-
ness of livieg often seems but to prove the purpose-
lessness of life, Quebec is a living piece of Euro-
pean fradition and its people one that ean give
purpose and colour o life, because the purpose of
life lies behind life. Qut of the flat uniformity of
Amerioa Quebee riszs up, in conscious contrast,.
like a medieval castle of the Holy Grail'.t Quebec-
ia today what it is, beocause the British at the time
thought a little isle de France in an Apglo-Saxon
Sea safe enough to be granted for all times the-
right of the French language and of the Catholie.
religion. As & result we have in.tha Quebec in-
habitant tbe true type of yeoman farmer bound to
his homestead, to his village community, not by
aconamic necessity, bui.- by his: own choice and
predilection. The inhabitant of; Quebsec in rooted’
in hig s0il, because he loves it, nob. because some-~
body forces him to remain there ; the farmer. of the

* Mayet and Jossen, Minohen, 1925 8 x5, pp: 176..
+ibid. p. 47.
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United Btates wonld Any dsy rafther move fo (hé
ofty, any American city, fhan stay on the 1snd, t>
which he is tied, not by binds of affection. but by
mor'gage banks and food trusts. 'Who would deny
putriotism to the Amerfzan? Yet hig patriotism
is the result ofa politica! concept, not that of the
home-sense of the French Canadian;continental, nof
ragional ; an ahstraction, a oreed, s Nationslisn—
nnt & homely fact, a daily experience, a parochia-
lism. The coatrast brings well out the defeot of
A nericaniam—aad its only remedy. The level-

ling down of all regional distivctions, the uprooting -

of & p2op!a and their condemnation to a permanent
“frontier " life, always moving on and aboaut,
slways living in tents and sbacks, evem when
laballed ** flats ” : all this tas natoraliy produced
a people, which changes professions and homes
as others would 8 garment. And this American-
fem js brother germane to Cosmopolitanism, both
being based on a delibarate process of déracine-
ment and atomizing egalitarianism aond both
aiming at & nation aid & world, which is
not the integration of patural differences,
bat a oornvention of mutual agreements. Suoch
a conception of the World is the eame as
Roussean’s of the State: in the latter case the
individaal citizms by an arbitrary confrat social
agred to form a State; in the former the individaal
States arbitrarily “covenant”to form a League of
Nations, just aa the Now Eogland States freely
covenantad to form the Unitad States of America.
“Toe Catholic conceastion, as we have seen, bases
iteolf on the nataral givennsss of the State; sini-
larly in that philosophy is every State part of
Humanity, whether it wishes to be such or no-
Bat therefore also does Catholicism not meed to
Ted 100 all component parts to drab. uniformity :
bhumanity is one, because it in a8 polyphony made
up of many chords, not because it is the monotony
of 8 monotone.

St. Toomsas defines piety av “the daty and
homage due to parents and conutry” (S.T., 24 2ae,
101,3), “who have given us birth and nourishment,
sud to whom consequently man is debtrr.” (bid
1011} Tae country of his origin kives man
that specific cachet, which disitinguishes him
from strangers: oie natarally loves one's
oountry therefors, because it is part of
oneself, of one’s own individuality. The moment,
howaver, one aims at universal uniformity, that
regional cachef disappears and with it the motiva
for loving ome’s homeland. America shows the
exirame of that process, on the huge scale of irs
eleven orores. Bat the process has been going on
too in Europe, where since the French Revolution
rggional costumes and dialects have died ont and
given place to a uniform style of dress and habits,
at laast in what is cailed “polite society”: and
here in Indin we too have folt that levalling
infl tence of “de-nationalization™. Bat India has
8 culture of -its own, just becsuse it is a unity
which has be sn able to integrate groat diferences—
rezional, linguistio, physical, epiritual. Europe
in the smame way and for the same roason has had
ite oulture of Ciristendom ; and morsovar within
Europe again, each coantry is not mersly a heap
of atomizad parts, bit highly differeatiated, ; as
Castile, Andalusia and Catalonia in Spain; as
Languedoo and Languedoni in France; as north
and south of tae Humber in England : and still
more, as the greatiy fragmentizad separate princi-
‘palities and oity republios whioh} used to make up
the often very shadowy unity of Italy and Garmany.
I8 is eaxy to =e3 ths dvil of excewstve provinoialism
And separstism : bub have Tuscany and Stena, have
Baden and Weiind- #¢ domtpinsétory etemonts'te

show? How smnall were Athons, Corinth, Sparia—
yet has their greatness ever been rivalled ? It
would be abiurd of course to go to the other
ettrenre: parochialism and xenophob’a are just as
falgse, as unrestraioed cootralization. Bot what
peeds emphasizing today is that regional differen-
ces muost on no acosant be levellied down, but
rather be integrated into the aslidarity of a greater
whole. The Queboo inhabitant is prone to become
narrow, unless he can feel himmelf a useful and
needsd part of = greater entitr : so iz every State
in the last instapoe prone fo be narrow, unless it
funotions a8 the essential momber of a Federation
of tae World, for which its uature destines it.

Patriotiem therafore is not merely compatible
with Supra-nationalism: it is a necessary ingre-
dient of it, if the latter is not to become s Franken-
steia, a supst-Leviathan, Per conira, Supra-
natiopalism is just as essentinl, if Patriotiem is
not to dezeuerate into that wuntestrained eeifish-
ness, s¢ {a uiliar to-day and so wuch more danger-
ous, because so much mora powerful than the pri-
vate egoism of a single individual. Wo must love
our homeland, as we love our mother: by plasing
them above those of other people in our affections,
not by forcing, or even expecting, others to rank
thom as we do. Ths Fronch eaying thas every
man h s §wo countries, France and his owa, is
typical of that diseased idea that one's own
country i3 oblectively so superior to all others as
to contain all that humanity meeds. Qut of this
group-megalomania springs that most dangerous,
bseause most fanatical of ail imperialisms, which
is 80 much in love with its own national charac-
teristics and achievements, as to fesl the mission-
ary doty of imposing ita owu individuality on
others. Of that tendenoy was the France of the
1789 Ravolation snd is the Russia of the 1918 Re-
volution ; into that tendency America is visibly
drifting for the future. Thus has false Patriotism
a tondency to issue in a false Cosmopolitanism:
a tendency that can on'y be cheoked by the reali.
zation that Statas, as individuals, aré differant and
meant to be different and can only contribute their
guota to homanity -through these differences of
theirs, whioh however must also never be allowed
to develop one-sidedly and egotistically to the de-
triment of the whola.

Patriotism therefors is an esseatial ingredient
of Catholic Polities, beocause it counteracts the
egalitarianpism of Cormopolitanism : but Scholastic
Philosophy, denving as it dovs the *‘ natural” in-
tention of normal oconfliof between States and
States, as it denies that between olass and class
and individual and individual, balances Patrio-
tism itself by the Catholic idea of Human Solids-
rity.

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS,

REVIEWS,

DISINTERESTED POLITICS.

FREE-THOUGHT IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES.

By J. A HOBSON, { London: Georgs Allen &

Uaswin, Ltd.) 1926. 85 x6. pp. 284 10a.
IN thege days of extrame specialisatioa it is not
usual for people to take a broad syntheatic viw of
things, and s2 it is all the more refreshing to come
across a book like the one under review, whioch
boldly eritivises the eelfisufficient attitude of our
professional sconomists and politicians. 1§ wndor-
$akes s trenchant atudy of the unaokanowledged,
bat nons the loss reat, foroea whick temd t» warp
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the judgment of scientists, There is an unfortunate
tendency on the part of economists to emphasise
especislly unduly the economic aspect of human
life with at times a patronising reference, and
more often a contemptuous one, to the ethical
aspect of human endeavour, It is & distinot merit
of Mr. Hobeon’s book that he seeks to rise above
the abstractions of economists and e$hicists alike,
and in deing so he is frankly conscious of the great
work that has been done in recent yesrs by psycho-
logists, who have not been content to take the
workings of reason at their face value, but have
dived deep below into human nature to detect the
real motive springs of human activity, with its
merely superficial veneer of rationality.

It is a common boast of physical sciences that
they aim at, and achieve, exactuness only because
of their scrupulous regard for facts and their severe
disregard of individual likes and dislikes and of
any utilitarian spirit in general. 'The history of
science shows indeed that this is an ideal which
has not always been religiously respected. Per-
sonal jealousies,conservative habits of thought and
at times a confusing fear of offending the powers
that be, have affected the even course of scientifie
achievement. But on the whole it has succesded
in achieving a disinterestedness, which has heen
the goal and the despair of social sciences with
their bewildering play of live human prejudices
and interests, Mr. Hobson’s problem is just to see
whether the severe disinterestedness of the physical
sciences cannot be compassed by ihe social scinces
like Eoonomics, Politics and Ethics. By “ free
thought ” he just means this absence of interest-
edness, freedem from individual, national or racial
tdola, a free play of reason unsullied by conscious
fear or unconscious bias. This is his goal, but he
is painfully oongocious that this free tbougbt has
nof been actually achieved in the world of sosial
sciences. Soientific progrees in the social sciences
has been hindered by the “ timid conservatism of
their professors {and their genuine olass sym-
pathies and reverences.” He passes the dominaunt
sohools of economic and political thought in
review with the definite objeot of exposing the
unacknowledged bias governing them. Buthe has
the undying faith of a rationalist—a faith without
which there can be no advancement in human
knowledge—that reason can overcome this bisas,
once it is ruthlessly exposed.

In the 1ealm of economics the ghost of the
* economic man’’ of the days of Ricardo and Mill
still haunts the thought of the Neo-Classical ecc-
nomists with a subtle recognition of the old vested
rights, which by the very length of their age have
come to have a more or less undisputed sway over
all questions relating to sex and property. They
bring a keen:intelleot to bear on economic problems,
an astute mathematical analysis, whose abstraot
rigour hypnotises men into a blind veneration for
their judgments, but as Mr,) Hobson points out
economic welfare is only “a mixed or composite
concept, in which average current desires are
qualified by social ideals'. No doubt Carlyle's
merciless defiance of the * dismal science” and
Rugkin's aesthetio onslaughts on mere economic
llfe have not failed to evoke an aesthetic and ethi-
cal responee from such advanced economists like.
Prof. Marshall and Prof. Pigou, but the fact
remains that their thought has beeu coloured and
mouided by their own aristocratic environment
und the introduoction of mathematical abstractions
has but tended to perpetuate the abstractness of
the exploded myth of the *economic man,” and
served to deflect public attention from the hideous
drabness of proletarian existence. Thua has been

 still worse.

rendered possible the birth of a Proletarian Eocono-.
mics actuated by its own oclass prejudioces, all the
more embittered by centuries-old memories of
oppression and injustice, From the standpoint of
“free thought” neither of them is satisfaotory. A
zenuine Economies requires a transcendence of the
Neo-Classioal emphasis on the interest of the pro-
duocers, as well a transcendence of the Proletarian.
emphasis on the interests of the consumers, Hence
the identity of the producer and consumer as an
esonomic organism should be tha centre of all
economio studies with a due appreciation of the
part played by society in its bearing upon econo-
mio welfare and the general life of the community.
Such in brief is Mr. Hobson’s review of the econo-
mio sphere,

If economics with all its show of mathematios
does not display free thought to any satisfactory
degree, no wonder if politiecs with its more
blatant shibboleths and coarser prejudices fares
Not the least interesting portion
of the book is the discussion of Power Poli-
tics. Nationalism does mnot blind the author
to its palpable defects. “Lip-service to publioc opi-
nion, by those oconscious of the power to menu-
facture it, and to slectoral machinery, by those
conscious of the power to manipulate it, is an in-
struotive barometer of popular self-government”,
He is not tender either to the high-sounding claims
of Imperialsm as a eivilising agency : “So came
about that amalgam of trade, religion and philan-
thropy, adventure, pride of territorial size and-
dominion, that goes into the composition of
Imperinlism”. Yet he does not alfogether deny
the possibility that the collective assertion of an
instinot of leadership may be accredited with a
social or human value. He recognises the futility
of the Mandatory Systom unless it is deliborately
guided by the intereats of the people ruled, and
not of the Mandatory powers concerned, as is
actually the oase., Nowhere perhaps is the rati-
onalising tendency so predominant a8 in the case
of politics. In peace and in war alike we are
familiar with the phenomena of ugly deeds being
sought to be glossed over with high-sounding epi-
thets, It is regrettable that partisan tendenoies
have invaded the precincts of sober scholarship un-
der the name of eugenica. No more disconcerting
book has zeen the light of day in recsnt years thun
Dr. McDougali’s *Ethics and some Modern World
Problems.” He revels in the glorification of the
white race, and with consummate modesty assigns
the role of hewers of wood and drawers of water to
the coloured rases! He conveniently forge_ts_ .the
contribution of the coluured races to the civilisa-
tion of bumanity long before the Anglo-Saxons
had emerged from their barbarous haunts, But
cold truth may have to hide its face in the pre-
sence of racial egotism. To the oredit of Mr, Hob-
son be it said that ha is the last man to be a party
to such orudely interested theories and he rups
down the barbarity of ** raoial self-esteem dressed
aa Anthropology or Race Eugenics,”” and speaks of
it as ** the most injurious, as it is the most ridicu-
lous, example of the havoo which the w_xll to power
can make when a social science p}'qstltl_ltes itaself
to its paymasters.” = Power politics is 0ply a
device on the part of the strong to exploit the
weak, and hence the political problem for Mr.
Hobson emerges in the form ; “ In what form of
government can the intelligent will of peoples be
best evoked for the attainment of political
power? "

The proper answer to this question can be
given only by a free ethics, i e. an_ethios that is
not prostituted to a purely national or racial end..
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It is only on such a basgis that international justice
can rest and flourish. When all i said and done
our economic and political life presents such a
-chaos of conflioting motives, because thay seek a
-spurioue independence of ethics. Nothing tells
nltimately so foroibly as character, and character
‘that is not grounded in morality is the most
-devastating enemy of humanity. Buat if morality
‘im to fulfil this high mission it must be free in the
highest sense of the term. It must mot be the
bandmaiden of natinal or racial arrogance; it
1nust be content with nothing less than the wuplift
.of the whole huamanity. Aund to this great end
--eoopomics and politice and ethics have to work
hand in hand. In the past all of them have been
twisted to serve narrow ends. Can we hope that
in the future they will have snfficient grit to stand
on their own legs and refuse to be manipulated
by the selfish interests of its students ? Pessimists
will of course smile and say that social sciences
- can never in the very nature of things be free
from individual and national {dola but Mr. Hobson
has faith—a faith that is born of sincerity—that
reason will tell ultimately and guarantes free
thought in the social sciences, because " seeing
facts and thinking straight are more attractive
‘to the mind than seeing falsehood and think-
ing crooked.™ It is because of this faith that
the book ends in a hopeful note: “If marching
gu:ck appears to be dangerous, safety does not lie
‘in marching slow, but in knowing whers you
are going and in keeping a good look-out. This
is the task of disinterested thinking.”

The peruaal of the book raises a reflection how
and to what extent the message of the book will
hold in the case of India. India bas generally
besn in the tight and suffocativg grip of orthodoxy.
It has made our morality conventional:; it has
killed the living breath of religion and left only a
‘mass of outward forms and symbols, whose very
meaning has been lost by the masses; our very
ignoranoe has made us sensitive to ecriticiam and
‘the looseness of our faith hasy made us morbidly
8hy of any exposure of cur cherished beliefs. That
is why our political life suffers from a sense of
hollowness : it presents the appearance of a man
~who makes frantic attempts to walk with only one
leg, trying to keep the other fixed in the ground.
It has afected our ability to think clearly, for our

‘thought is ologged by the mildew of ages, and
weo hava lost the desire to think freely.

A R. WaADIA

LAWS OF ANCIENT IRELAND.

LIBERTY, ORDER AND LAW UNDER NATIVE
{RISH RULE. By SOPHIE BRYANT. ( Hard-
ing & More, Ltd.} 1926. 9x 6. pp. 398. 25s.

SIR JOHN DAVIES, an eminent lawyer, sent to Ire-
iand by King James [, veported to his Royal
Master ag follows —"“Thera ia no nation of people
under the sun that doth love equal and indifferent
justice better than the Irish, or will resc better
satisfied with the execution thereof, although it be
sgainet themeelves, so a3 they may have the pro-
tection and benefit of the law when upon just
oause they do desire it." A perusal of Dr. Sophie
Beyant's book will help the inoredulous to realize
that there was in Irsland a system of law and
equily, whioh in it3 origin and its administration
was oaloulated to produoce in the people the very
-gharaotaristios to which Sir John Davies iavited
the attention of the King. If the wmubseguent
history of the country apparantly belies the opin-
don of Sir John Daviea it has to by remembared

that muoch in that subsequent history which waa
law was very far removed from justice and lacked
the consent of the people.

Amongst the priceless troasures of Trinity
College and museums in Ireland are some of the
anoient Irish manuscriots, records of the early
oivilization of the country, first translated iu the
last century. Of these manuseripts not the least
interesting from the point of view of the student
of human institutions, and particularly of Aryan
ionstitutions, are those that contain the ancient
Laws of Ireland. ’

These laws, though of great national interas}
to Ireland, make & much wider appsal and the
student of legal development wiil ind them worthy
of acquaintance, while to those interested iu
Aryan institutions they are a very valuable re-
velation of the habits and oustons of an Aeyan
people seoluded from the influence of other oiviliza-
tions.

Dr. Sophie Bryant summarises and analyses
the main branohes of the laws whioh originally
consiated of judgments handed down as delivered
by wupright judges of the past, and with theae
judgments came traditions of dire diseases which
had afilioted unjust judges. When St. Patrick
oame to oonvert Ireland to Christianity he found
in King Laoghaire a sceptic, who, according to the
Senchus Mor itself, the Mss. with which Dr. Bryant
deals, desired to put the apostle to the test of hia
own teaching. He accomplished his desire with
results which apparently pleased the Xing, for
immediately afterwarda Patrick and the King ar-
rangod that a eouncil of three bishops, three kings
and three poeis shouid revise the laws, confirming
what did not elash with the word of God and the
conscience of believers. The result of the laboura
of the “ big nine” is the Senchus Mor (Great Anti-
quities) of which ‘“no humaua brehon of the Gaedhil
is able to abrogate auything”. All this is told in the
introduotion to the Senchuas Mor. There follows a
liat of the dezradations to whioh dignitaries who
act unworthily are subjeoted and they are numer-
ous enough to ensure upright behaviour.

Dr. Sophie Bryant gives many translated ex-
traots from the Senchus Mor, and, although the
primary objeot of the book is probably to suggest
further atudy to those who maybeable toobtain faci«
lities for such, the work is comprehensive enough to
be vaiuable even to those who may not be abla to
pursue tha subject further. The various divisions of
the laws aro doalt with in the different ohapters.
There is the law of fosterage with the payments
presoribed in proportion to the hongur_p_ri.oe of the
parent, the responsibilities and liabilities of the
foster parent, the refund in case of default, the
punishmenta for the offences of the foater child,
eto. Fosterage was the system of eduoation in
ancient Ireland, a system deliberately adoptad
again by the Protestant Orphan Sooiety of Ireland
in 1869 and recommended later for the protection
and eduoation of the illegitimate child at the cost
of the father *in proportion to his honour price™,
i.e. in accordance with his atation.

The law of lord and tenant is a braach of
the law of social conneotions as much as foster-
age and family law are. Subsequently an alien
system of land lawsa produced tragio effects, to undo
whioh has necessitated ocontinuous legisiation in
the last 70 years. No adequate idea of the change
that produced so much tragedy can be obtained
without studying the anocient land eyatem. Dr.
Sophie Bryant's ohapter on this subject does roveal
the great importance of tha change that took
place. o
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o with numerous franslsied exirec
Mﬁg em‘{m on the Law ‘%W 'Gg’“eg

tfons ; those of the chief with his tenaufs; of the
church and her tonants ; of the members of ore
family ; of foster relations; of tutor and pupil ; of
husbhand and wife, cc-partners with equal righis in
propetty, 1500 years before the Married Women's
Property Acts; of marriage; and of separation.
There is a chapter on the law of contracts dealing
with the validity of contracts between partiss of
differing status ; capacity to contracts ; wsrranty;
implied contracts, ete. Although the subiect is not
denlt with exhaustively, but rather somewhat va-
guely, in the original, thers oan be no doubt of the
eseential sanctity rf contraets in ancisnt Ireland
and elaborate provisions to enforce them.

Sections of the laws deal with the organigaticn
of the church and the dispesal of shurch propsrty,
succession to an abbacy, tithes, first frults &e.;
for the early Irish ochureh was not s Latin organisa-
tion but 'ons adapted to the ancient Irieh eivil
society, & fact which contributed largely fo the
chureh’s groat success in Ireland.

Probably for many, and aspecially in India,
the law of the organisation of the famiiy and tribe
will prove most attrastive. This patt is difficult
teading bui it will repay the student’s Iabour
1t is useless to attempt to give even a brief survey
here. The chapt. rsmust be resd and re-read and
the osaloulations which they indicate must be
worked out and fellowed carefully by the student
himself, They will reveal a system of the gresat-
ast interest and suggest fruitful comparisons with
‘tribal and family organisations slsewhaere,

There are two chapters on the Law of Terts,
in one the tort being treated as criminal, in ths
cother as ¢civil. These will well ropay study and
- comparison with more recont laws. Thay are

followed by a chapter on distraint, & most elabo-
s1;:7.113 proces, with details, puch asz the symbolic
fasting or a person,’” reminiscent of the Hast.
The law of entering inte possession is dealt with
in a subseguent chapter.

The Law of Sick Maintenance is dealt with in
& chapter which discloses the early foundation of
public hospitals in Irelasrd. It mada provision
against ‘quacks,’’ but, on the other hand, it held the
docbor responsible for failure o care!

There is a ohapter on the Rights of Women as
QOwners of Property which suggesis very advanced
views for $ne period and.a final chapber on the in-
oidence of rines under the law of forts. The prin-
ciple is to make the ecriminal or wropg-doer him-
self pay, but failing this, those entitled to his pro-
pexty in cage of his death, and generally his family
or tribe. In the last resort the King had to pay
the compensation, ss he is responsibls for the be-
haviour of bis subiecks.

This bock will not be esasy reading. Even
with a knowledge of the Irish language the reader
will have torefer fraquen:ly to the glossary. Bat
inspite of the necessity of frequently oconsulting
the glossary it is & book which will attract and
repay study.

4. D
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Ehal Gohimal Ramannal "
Mr. Tekchand Hassasing v »
Principal N. V. Thadani .
Mes.rs. Gopaldas & Bulshand ... "
Kazi Abdul Kayum "
Mr. Hardasmal Ghurbomal 2

Mr. Motiram Ramchand "

220
123
125
125
125
101
51
50
59
50
20
50
50
31
25
25
25
23
25
23
25
25
25

25
23
20
20
20
- 20
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Mr Hashmatrai Lalsing
Mr. Bulchand Alomal ...
Mr, Hemandas Chandiram .
Khan Babadur Nahibuksh Md. Husqam
Mr. Abdul Khadar Md. Hugsain ...
Mr. Ramchand Alimchand Parumal
Mr. Gurumuksing and Brother

Mr. Kishenchand Amarsing

Bhai Hakumal Choeithram

Mr. P. De Souza .

Mr. J. K. Thadnai .

Dr. Tharmal Lokumal ...

Mr. Dharmdas Ghanshamdas

Mr. Navalrai Isardas ...

Mr. Harkishandas Gulabrai

Mr. N. S. Khuhro, M.1..C., Larkana
Mr. Narayandas Dharamdas

Mr. Liliram Jethmal ...

Mr. Vagtiram Dialmal ..,

Dr. Khemohand Shevakram

Total ...

I11. COLLECTIONS IN SIMLA,

Mr. B. Ram Ray, 1.C.S.
Mr. Balak Ram, Bar-at-Law
Mr. G. L. Corbet.t 1.C.8.
Mr. A. Macleod, I,OS
The Hon. Mr. A H. Ley, C.8.1, G'IE
Mr. H. A. Sams
Mr. J. 8. Pitkeathly, Chief Cont:ollar
Mr. J. H. Fieid
Mr. J. Kaul, Deptty Secretary
Me. G. A, Lawate
Mr. P. R. Rao, M.LA. ...
Mr. H. G. Ha:g.CIE
Mr. A. L. Parsons, Financial Commis-

Sloner . vas
Mr. W. T, M. Wright, I.CS
Mr. S. C. Gupta, M. A L.
Lt. Col. Sir Robert Dunlop, CLE, D. 8.0.
Avonymous .. . ver
Mr. J. F. Coauman
Mr. S. C. Gupts, Bar-at-Law
Dz, 8. N. Sen, M.Se., Ph.D.
Captain C, M Gan apathy, T.M.S,
Lt. Col. J. K. S. Fleming, O.B.E, LM.S.
Mr. J. A Richey
Mr. C. Rajyapalan, M.BE.
Mr. V. S. Sundaram
Mr A G, Clow
Mr. B. S Kiseh, C.1.E, ICS
Mr. R. W, Iargelt I(JS
Mr. M. G, Subrahmanyam
Me. C. V. 8. Rao
Mr. R. A. Halfhide .
Mr. Situl Siangh, M.A. ...
Mr. J.F. C. Jukes, C.LLE, ICS, ...
Dr. 8. K. Ba.uer;ee
Rai Bahsdur S. N. Baner;ee
Mr. H. Spatke . . e
Mr. L. Harischandra, Advooate
Mr.J. M. D. Wrench ...
Mr. R. G. Marriot, 1.F.5.
Mr. D. Sadashivan.

Pandit Chintamani Pa.n't" Exeoutwa Engmeer

Mr. R. 8. Dipokand .

Der. B. N. Banerjee M. Se. Ph. D.
Mr. M, V, Unakar

Mr. Tarachand

Mr. P. Davias ...

Rai Saheb S, K. Banar]eo
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100
100
50
30
30
30
25
25
25
25
25
25

2%
23
25
25
25
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20

15
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

10
10
10
10
10
10
10

5
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Mr, C. V. D'Eos
Messrs. N. C. Banarjee & S.C. Ghosh
Mr. Mukherjee, M.A,,B.L

Total ..

I{V COLLECTIONS IN MYSORE.

Dr, Sir Brajendranath Seal

Dewan Behadur C. Snkanteswara Alyar
Mr K, B. Madhawa - aus
Mr. A. V. Ramanathan ...
Mr. Y. Ramaswami

Prof. M. Hirivanna ..,

Mr. V. Subrahmanya Aiyar

Mr. B. Minivenkatappa

Mr, B. Krishna Rao

Mr. Y. Srinivasa Rao
A Friend .
Prof. A. R, Wadia
Mr. N. V. Bapat .
Mr. G. Ramanuja Aiyaogar

Mr, N. Sarabhoja

Mr. K. V. Karve

Mr. N. Rama Ruo

Mr. V. V. Karve

Mr. K. 8. Acharya

Mr. M. Ramayya

Mr. R, V. Krlshnaswaml Alyar

Mr, B. Narasinga Rao ...

Mr. 8. Vepkalekrishnaiya
Mr. H. Naanjundaraj Urs
Mr. B. Subba Rao
Mr. N. Madhava Rao ...
A Sympathiser

M. H. R. Xrishna Moorﬁi

Srimati X. D, Rukminiamma

A Sympathiser...

Mr. R. Toippayye

Mr. A, Krishna Rao

Mr. T. G. Rama Aiyar ..
Mr K. G. Narasimhayya
Mz K. Venkataramayya .
Mr. V. Govindaradan

Mr K. N. Ramaswamayya
Mer M Sivaram . e
Mr. N, Subba Rao

Mr. G. Narasimhayys ...

Mr. D. V. Narasimha Rao

Mr 8. N. Rajgopala Aiyar

Mr, M. A, Srinivasachari

Dr. D. B. Puttapna

Mr. B. Bhima Rao

Me. M. A. Singrachar

Mr. B. Ramanna

Sowear Banumayya

Sowcar Thamnayys ...

Srimati Abhaysmbal

Mr. A. Chennakesavaiya

Mr. K. Dhanakoti Setty

Mr. H. S, Nanjundayya

Mr. 8. Erishnaswami ...

A Friend . .

Mr H. C. Dasappa
Mr. R, Gappathi Aiyar
Mr. B. V. Krishna Aiyangar .

Total ...

Grand Total for the Week

4
" 3
2
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Rs. 11,346-14
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