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TEE Servanta of India Soclsty will

Soutn frdisnFlocd nke its humble share in relisf work

A in Bouth India and on the west
coast. As Secretary of an Influential committes
that bas been formed In Bombay, Mr.. Devadhsar
is organising the oollection of funds in Bombay
and elsewhere from big and amall alike. . As many
members of the Sooiety as could be spared from
other work have heen asked to go fo the affected
ares fo acquaint themselves with the nseds of
each districV and to be In & position to suggest
the best way of utilising the funds which the
Bombay Committes will ba able to coclleot. One
faot that has got to be realizsed even at the outset
Is that the area affocted is so large and the
damsge done so great that no non-official orgaai-
sation can give adequate relisf sven though it be
of a supplementary nature. But a good deal of
misery oan be alleviated if all the agenoies,
* official and non-official, local and outside, be pro-
perly co-ordinated, Fortunately such co-ordina-
tion is much easier on this oconsion than was the
caze with the rellef organised in connection with
the Moplah rebellion, Working on non-party and
non-communal lines the members of the Scoiety

- wlll paturally sesk the co-operation of all agen-

tles. In this connection we regret to say that the
serlen of articles on opium polisy by Mr P. Ko.
danda Rao will have to bs suspended as he has
been deputed for relief work. The regret Is the

_ grester bepauss he had begun to deal with the

nonsumption of oplum in India, the wspect of the
“%iestion with whioh we are most concernsd, and

was alno nearing the snd of an interesting snquiry.
i 3 L ] L 4 »

* - MR, mnxwe does not take a pes-
o It aimistle view of the condition of
Indian labourers in Malays, as doeg

-

to the coolie Sardar, whieh sileflee confirms one's
doubt Pegarding the acourasy of Dr, Tagors’s state-
ment. Nor did he refer to it in his addreaa to the
Planters’ Conference at Kuala Lumpur, on whom
he impressed the fact that emigration from Indla
wad now entirely eontrollsd by the lagislaturs and
that they could not get lnbour from India If they
did not satisfy Indian -opinion. He poiated .out
over-orowding on ships as an evil raquiring urgent
attention and also recommended the- oollaction of
dotailed information regarding oases of suicide.
He did well in emphasising that Indian opinion

wan véry sensitive about oases of ill-treatment and

that it would give full oredit to the coleny if just
punishment was meted to the offonder. M2, Andrews
is quite enthusiastic about the good work of Mr.
Arulanandum, the Indian Agent ih Malaya—a
testimony which is a strong argument for similar
Agents of Governmeant being sené to Fijf, British
QGuiana and othsr colonies, where ¢héir services

would bs extremely vwaluable to the Indian
community.
» * % \
The Colonial Seoretary [is Anwﬂh

Tndly and 8. .Atrican {ng to include an Indian_sither on
the East African Commiltse or on
the Commission, on the ground that lccal in-
terests are not fo be roprosented on thess bodles.
If it be really the oase that none of the Icoal
communities is o bave a ochampion on these
bodies, but that they would be given a chanoce
to put thélr vase before these by producing
witnesses, we should have no reason to complain.
But 1t is very doubtful If this intention will reaily
be ocarried out Already the Colonial Ssoretary
seems to be deviating from his~ original idea, for
we read In the Kast African papers that when the
Commission reaches Kenya, there will be added
to that body eoms co-opted members, and the
white zetilers have been asking for the nen-inolu-
sion of offieials on the Commission but the
Inolusion only of white seitlers. Now if oc-opied
membars are tobs taken, will there be & proporiion

| maintained between European, Indian and Afrl-
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oan communities? We are perfectly certain it will
not be. The balance is sure £ inolins heavily on
the side of Europeans. But we contend thateven
if s fair distribution of members wera possible,
which is not, the reprasentatives of looal Interests
should all be sxciuded from the Commission. They
should only appear as witnesses. In any oase it
behoves Indians to represent the natives’ case as
well as their 6wn bafore the Commission edequa-
tely which is by no means an easy matier. We

trust that Indians will not fail in this dufy and.

thus let the judgment go against them by default,
- > * *
Me. P. F. BOWRIKG, L. G, of Folios,
Mysore, delivered an inspiring
address in opening the conference
of Mysore Police officers. He held up the effioi-
ency, integrity and popularity of the London
police to the emulation of his hearers, analysed
the chief causes of the unpopularity of the Indian
police and detailed the reforms that could be
offected if they all oco-operated fo achieve that
ond. Overbearing high-handed conduct towards the
publio, hectoring bullying methods, lack of oon-
sideration for the feelings of ofhers—in short,
forgetfulness of the fact that he was the servant
and not master of the public—Mr. Bowring =aid
this was the chief cause of the Iadian policeman’s
upnpopularity and pointed out that sc far as
Mysore was concerned the remedy lay in his
hands and in the hands of his hearers. The utmost
value, he said, wa3 attached to courtesy in the
British police. One who was arrogané, rude or
unmannerly towards the publio would not get pro-
motion, even though he was suocessful in detection
or possessed superior education and passed exami.
nations. We are surea many of our police officers
will be taken aback by this information. They are
acoustomsd to regard courfesy rather as a weak-
ness that almost disqualified a man for police
duty than as & desirabls possession.
=* * *

THERE wers occasions, during the
progress of the Kenya negotiations

‘. 1ast year, when the then Secretary
ofState for India let down the Indian delegation and
practioally surrendered legitimate Indian olaims
to the advooates of white donination, In coniuet-
ing the presentnegotiations too,the Crown Colonies
Committee must have felt its hands considerably
weakned by Lord Olivier, whose duty it was to put
the Indian oazs at its highest and who did put it
very foroibly in rogard to other matters, waiving
his objeotion to the reservation of the highlands for
t1e whitzs, whether suoh whitee be British subjeots
or non-British. Speaking in the Houss of Lords on
Fehruary 26, the Secrsiary of State for India re-
ferred to this particular ecomplaint of the Indian
community as *'a comparatively minor matier”
and observed thai in his opinion it could not
be considersd “to be in any way a really subs-
stantial grievance.” There was ocertainly no justi.
fication for Lord Olivier to have negatived in ad-

Advice 1o
Pollcemen,

Ksaya Highlands

vanos the Simpson Committee’s plea for the remo=
val of prohibition of Indian ownership of land in
the'uplands. Of course, even if Lord Olivier were
ag strong oa this point as he was on others, there
is no reason to believe that Mr. Thomas's decisions
would have been any different from what they are
but the fact remains that the Seoretary of State for
India to all intents and purposes did rencuscs In-
dia'sclaim to & share in the highlands, and this
must have greatly embarrassed, if it did not influ-
enoce, the Crown Colonies Committse in making

representations to the Colonial Secretary.
t 3 * »

IF the Seorstary of Siate for India

Qoveromont of lo- gayg away the whole oase for throws
ing open the highlands to Indians

as well as Europeans, ths Government of [ndia also
was unwarrantably weak on this particular item in
the Indian demands. Afier asserting, in an aoa-
demical manner, Indians' olaim to take up agri-
cultural land in the highlands, Sir B, M. Sarma,
in his speech of 10th March in the Couneil of
State, said : “Whether it will be possible for the
Committes to seoure that, i. e. free grant of
land in the highlands gt the present stage or
not is & matier of some doubt. But the Committee
ia free to negotiate with zegard o the highlands ii
it thinks that the time is favourable or that it is
possible to seours from the Colonial Offics afavour-
able seitloment with regard to the highlands.'’
The Goveramsnt of India’'s spokesman hsre no
doubt left the Committes nominally free to ad-
vance a ciaim to land-holding in the uplands, but
though in form he gave disecretion to the Com-
mittee, in fact he invited it not to press the olaim,
We have no means of knowing whether or not
the Committee took the hint and passed lightly
over this part in India’s demands, but we cannof
but complain of th: Government of -Tudia's attitude.
This is greatly to be deplored, for though the Gov-
ernment of India awoke to ite sense of dutyin
protecting Indian interesis in Enst Africa only in
1919, still since then it has continuously stood by
the side of India and vasd ite best endeavour, in the
restricted sphere in which it could aot, to ssoure

_full justice for India. But on this cccasion ithas

proved la nentably weak and our grief is the more
poignant because the Government of India’s spo-
kesman on this oocasion happaned o be an Indian
who was numbered for a long time among pro-

minent pablic workers.
- B %

THE sympathies of the rest of Indis
will be with the people of Travan.
core who on the top of devastating

floods have lost a pious and benevolsnt ruler
whom they had learat to love and look upon as
their father. Though essentially of a ‘consarvative
temperament, his administration of the State =as
most progressive. During his régime Travancore
esme %o be the most advanced part of India
in literacy and the highsr education of women.
In personsl life he was simple and unostentatious,
his palace expenditure being less than a third of
that of Baroda.

Tae Late Maharajah
ot Travancore,
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THE KENYA BETRAYAL.

THEE Labour Government bas disgraced tself by its
decisions on Indisn olaims iz Kenys. The party,
when out of office, had given & solemn pledge to
unda tha wrong shat it fully recognised bad been
done to India, but within & year of this pledge it
“has gone olean back from if, Thera are no exte-
* nuating ofroumstanoces of any sort which may be
appesled o for the pallistion of thls scandalous
breach of promise. If the Labour Cabinet had
pleaded that its grave pre-cscupations in European
politios left it no leisure to tackle this smaller but
Thklish pgeblem ; If it bad proclaimed its inability,
in view of {ts Parllamentary minority, to offec-
tuate the reversal, howeverjust, of the late Govern-
ment’s decisions, which would be strenuously op-
posed by the Unionist party ; it would have been a
perfectly Intelligible position, though such a ocon-
feesion would not have commanded overmuch res-
pect. But the Labour Government puts forward no-
such pleas, It propounds these decisions as be-
ing justin themseives and it feels no obligation
whatevsr to explaia what has led it now to cone
clusions directly contrary to those it favoured lasg
year. In thes abssnoe of any such explanation we
must assumae that, however just-minded and fres
from race prejudice individual mombers of that
party may be, the pariy as a whole is unable and
unwilliog to protect the interests of the blacks and
"browns# against the aggression of the whites. The
Kenya declsions have a far deeper meaning for
tha African natives than it has for Indians, forin
disallowing ths just olaima of the Indians, the
Labour Government has practically decided to
subject the natives to the unrestricted sxploitation
of the white peoples. The former Government was
known to employ the camouflage of native trus-
teeship to maintain European ascendanoy intact.
Till 1ast year the Government of Kenya never dis-
gulsed the' fact that it was administering the
ccuntry as a white oolony, in which the interests
of the whites must be regarded as paramount.
There was no question till then of dolng equal
justios to people of all raves, The Government of
- India no doubt'maintalned that thero was no justi-
fioatlon for assigning an inferior status to British
Indian subjects in a Crown Colony orin a Protec-
torats, but it was s contention which was not sc-
ospted by the Kenya Goverament. Tha Imperial
Government professed to alter its whole ocolonial
polioy by making the interests™f the native races
its primary objective. Every one knew, howaver,
that whatever be the form of words used, the Con-
servative Government that was then in power
would in practios 80 control the destinies of Kenya
thz: the white seiilers would be enabled to have
everythiog their own way, even if they should drive
the naiives and Indians to ruin. The Labour
Government has now sanctified the principle of
white intereats firal and last and at the sam e time
given its countenance to a tranaparent pretenocs,
by confirming the former Government’s decisions,

which are of courae grozsly unjust to the Indians,
but still more unjust to the indigenous population
of East Africa. .

- Wa will take seriatim the decisions announced
by Mr. Thomas and show how iniquitous they ars,
not ouly to the Indians, but, by elimisating their
competition with the Earopeans, tc tho natives
to whosa interests the Government professsas
to give the first oonsideration. On immigration Mr.
Thomaa's position appesara to be identical with the
Duke of Davonshire's: like the latier ha too has held
up the Bill seeking to imposs rastrlotions 6n the
immigration, nomicflly of all races, but really
of Indians, and Mr. Thomas also, liks the Dake, is
proceading on the assumption that Indians tend to
ratard the progress of the natives, the only ques.
tion for consideration belng whether they enies
the Colony ia such large nfimbers as to constitute
a serious danger. He therefore repudiates the
view expressed by Lord Olivier from his personal
fnvestigations that Indians as a olass do not pre-

judically affect the natives' development but, if

aoythiog, only bensficiaily. The Indian could entsr
into competition with the native only in induatrial
employment, for the employment of Indians in
gubordinats offices of Government resis antirely
in the hands of the Administration and doea 1t not
require the stoppage of Indian immigration to give
s fair ohanocs to the native. In industrial employ-
ment the native, becauss of his much cheapar liv-
ing and oonsequent lower*wagses, automatioally
displaces the Indian whenevar he becomes trainsd
to do thae latier’s work and it resfs with the QGov.
ernment to train the naiiva in arts and handi-
orafts. Here, again, it Is unneocsssary to prohibit
or even limit Indian immigration. The main in.
dustries of tha country, however, sre agricultural
and pastoral, and in respect of both of them the
Indian does not competo at all with the native buf
the European enters into such a disastrous sompeti-
tion with the native thatthe latter is entirely un.
able to protect himsslf from the European. First
of all, the Europsan has robbed him of his bast
l1and, and secondly, in order to devalop it, be kas to
institute & aystem of what isin all essentials en-
forced Iabour and also to make barbarous lawa for
the detection and punishment of labour offences. In
faot, s Sub-Commlttee appointed by both wings of
the Labour party has come to the conolusion that
in pastoral and agrioultural cocupations, which
are the ochief native ocoupations, * it is not the
Indian but the white eettler who has an evil effeqt
upon tha esonomio dovelopment of the native
And its general conoclusion is that "instead of
retarding the developmsnt of these (native) trib:’s,:,
the Indiane are the only people whe in fact have .
done anythiug to further their economic develop.
ment” In fage of suoch olear evidence, Mr,
Thomas who prates 50 loudly of trusteeship for
the natives, not only dees not propose to reatriot
the immigration of the whites, whose ocompetition
has provad ao fatal to native progress, but does
not sven turn down the White Paper polioy of
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limiting the entry of the Indians, who alone are
of material assistance $o the advancement of the
native races,

The continued reservation of the highlands
exclusively for Eufopeans ia not s measure that
even Mr. Thomas can plead-as dictated by a meti-
culous regard for native interests. For it Iz not
only the 25,000 odd Indians who, in pursuance
of this policy, are kept out of the highlands, but
the three million natives, and sursly it is notin
dlacharge of the trust which the British Govern-
ment has assumad for halpless native tribes that it
has dispossessed them of their richest lands, The
natives must, of course, be presumed to have an
incontrovertible right £5 their own soil, and unless
wa are to beliave that they enjoy bsing expropriat-
ed from their lands or that such expropriation does
them unsuspeectsd good, it is hard to undesrstand
how the reservation policy is to bs related to the
native trusteeship prinoiple, which is supposed to
be the corner-stone of the White Paper decisions.
The whites' demand for the sxclusion of Indians
from the highlands really lays bare the inwardness
of thelr demand for the exclusion of Indians from
Keonya itself : the moving spring of both ia the de-
sire to remove the economic competition of the
Tudian who alons standg betweon the Europsan and
an unrestrained exploitation of the native by him.
For the Indians' demand is not that the highlands
should be thrown open to themselves end closed
to natives, but that they should ba thrown open to
all; and the Indians further ask that if the high-
1ands are at all to be reserved for any race, they
should be reeerved for natives. The result of sush
raservation for natives will no doubt be that for
some years the highlands will not be devesloped.
That, however, is not of much consequence: they
have remained undeveloped for so many decades
and ocenturies past. They can afford to await de-
velopment for a few years, if at the end of this
period the natives can come into their own. But by
bis decision to maintaln the highlands purely
white for all time, Mr, Thomas is putting an sternal
limit on the economic development not only of the
Indians, who, if they have no worse olaim to the
highlands than the Europeans, have no better claim
-either, but of the natives who are the rightful
owners of all the soil,

Nor can the grant of a communal, instead of &
common, franchiss to the immigrant commuanitics
be 1related to the prinociple of native trustes-
ship. Whether representatives of immigrant com-
munlitiea are elected on & communal or a common
rogister, the natives who have no electoral rights
whatever are not concerned with it. Their real
interests will be best served if nsither Indians, nor
Europeans, nor Arabs receive any elective repre-
sentation, till they themselves ¢an compete with
all these races. This was precisely what was pro-
posed by Indian representatives; but if the dis-
franohisement of these communities who are al-
ready given a vote is out of the question, they said,
let certain qualifications of edusatlon and propert

be presoribed and the franchise thrown open to all,
irrespective of ocolour or natiopality, Speak-
ing before the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protse,
tion Sooioty, Mr. Sastrl said: “It will not dote
give to any people, whether white or coloursd,or
white and coloured together, any power overthe
natives of Afclos. Let the Colonlal Ofice keep the
administration in ite own hands and under the
vigilant oontrol of Parliament.... If that bs the
idea the Indians have nothing to say agsinst it--
they would gladly ascquiesos in the arrangement.
But if you are going to give the franchise to any-
body in that colony, give it equally to all unéa:_
the same gonditions. Make your qualfioations
high esough to ensure that you willhave a quali-
fied oleotorate, but having made thess qualifieations,
stiok to them and admit thersto not Indians only,
not Arabs only, but also the natives.” It was
wrong to have established ropresentative institu-
tiops in Kenya, immediately after the intrusion
of the Buropeans in the country, when natives
were unable to participate effactively fora long
time to come; and in the early days far-seaing
atatesmen liks Sir Charles Dilke protested strong-
ly against bringing into being a Council whiok
thoy knew would amount to a planter oligarchy.
But having started on a wrong road, the best
mode of minimising the -evil would bs to ex:
tend the franchise =as largely as possibls, for
oven If the franohise 1s not oonferred upon
the natives, the power of their worst oppressors,
the Europeans, would thereby bs lessaned. It isin
this sense that Dr. Norman Loys favours the
extension of the franchise to Indians on equal and
identioal terms with the Europeans. He wrote last
year to the Manchester Guardian: “In a nutshell the
sitnation is this. A tiny oligarchy of Europeans in
Kenys has in half a generation raduced the popula-
tion by a quarfer, crushed out native indusiries,
and reduced the survivors fo gerfdom in order to

maks them labour for fheir profit. How beat can
privileges thus unwisely granted and unjustly

used be dealt with? If the whole history of
political privileges is any guide, the answer ia,
by the extension of these privileges to & gradually
inoreasing number. The Indian proposals would
enfranchise every educated man in Kenya of
whatever rasce. . .. The burden of the Archdea:gon-
(Owen)'s letter is the nsed for voioing Afn:aan

opinion. The Indian proposalsalone w-:.mld satmfy

that need, and they grould do so Inorsasingly until,

as eduoation spreads, African opinion wouk} be-

come, a8 of right, the dominant voloe in an A.fnc.an

country.” The effect of Mr, Thomas refusing to

grant the Indians’ reguest for a common frapoh?aa

is to atifls the Afrioan voice and to maks the voioe

of the oruellest sxploiters of the African natives

the dominant voice in an African country.

If the trusteeship prinoiple is honestly to be
carried out, Mr. Thomas ought, first, to reatriot
the influx of Europeans in the couniry; seoo_ndly,
to reserva the highlands for the pative; thirdly,
0 abolish the Legislative Counoil; and fourthly,
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to repeal inhuman labour laws. If this is much
too radical a eourse for Mr. Thomas he must
temper the present unconirolled power of the
white setilers by sllowizg Indians to compele
with fhem on equal terms. The Labour Govern-
ment, however, in confirming the late Governs
ment’s decisiop, has iIn effect proclaimed its
slleglance tothe principle of white domination
- over all the coloured races, 80 far as India is
ooncerned, she can pever submif o this position.
Ske will even -face with equanimity tbe ocontin.
genoy of severing her ties with the British Empire,
for she-has no use for such an Empire if she can
oot maintnin her naiional dignity inside it,

SWARAJISTS AND THE MASSES. |

WHO e&id ihet the Swsrmst& as s paxty ure oom-
mitted to s polioy of * qontinuo;zs, consistent and
uniform opposition '’ to all Government measures ?
They lie who say so. Thse - Swara;isgs do not
shrink from opposing Govemment, nor do they
kesitate to lend their support, sccording as tke
-objective which they have placed before thorn-
selves demands opposition orsnppart on their part,

The animating impulee of their polioy is to support |

gverything likely . to favour the capitalists, Jrnsﬁ
whom their sinews of war are principally éerivsd.
Ar with. Government, so with the psopie. The |
Bwarsilsts are got pledged to oppose every populsr
‘movemens either; nor are they bound to sappozt
it If a popular demand colncides with a cs;ii;alie-
tlc design, they will graciously lend It fheir full!
countenance. .If -howsver it runs counter , fo the |
Intorests of the wealiby olasses, well, thsz',will
havd, situated as they are, unfortunately %o post '

pone the Interests of {he massen tq those of thair

paymasters. - People gained a glimmering of this

position when the swarsjint leadere noi only sug—j
poried a ‘messure for the protaciion of tha steel in-

dusiry but strenucusly opposed the insertion of

provigionn in the Aot :in the Inieresiz of labour.

The ocuntry Is however riding on the orest of a

wave of Bwadeshi and the full extent of the identi-

fication of the Bwarsjlst parly with
olaseen was not parhapsa then realised.

The Bombay Swarajicts’ proceedings in re-
gard to the Rent Restrlotion: Bill will, however,
werve as an sye-opener £0 those who thought that
the affilinilon of the Bwarajists with the rich
classes was none too olose. Here was a private
Eill—not a Government Bill, whidh, -under the
old exploded idea, one ‘would bave thought the
Swarejists would feel bound to dppose. It was
also a Bill which was épposed by Qovernment If
the cbstructionisi idea bad survived to the amallest
degres, the Swairailsts would bave supported it, if

the monied

foswo other reassn than that th¢ Government had

opposed it. And ‘yet snoh a private Bill, .oppos-
«d by Government, the Swarajists helpad to defoat

They had it in their power either o nave it orio

wreok it; and deliberately they icined hands with
the Government in order to’ wreok 1t It was,

'sgsm,s first reading. of ths Bill on whish their

votes wera seked.  Bhey oounld well have let tha
nmeasure go threugh at that stage and reserved
their opposition for a Iater stage, without expos-
ing themselvea to a charge of inconsistency. One
ean well imagins what an irresistibls urge they
must have Lad from $heir conscience when they
thought if neceesary to oppose at its first reading &
private Bill which, having -the good fortune of not
being blessed by Government, one would have
thought, the Swarajista would normally be keen
on foroing on Government, but which in {his case
they folt nzz;:sllad to kill at its birth. And it was
& measure on. which the Swarajist econscience
would be fally swaks, for it noughz to afford protecs
tion. to. the tenant_ olass againsi the rackrentmg-
proolivities of the landlord class. Such a measure
they ware, of course, bound to opposs, evea if oppo-
gition seemingly involved some amount of incon-
gistency with what is pspuiarly but quite wrongly )
asoribed to them as their goveraning pohcy—-oppo-
sition of measures favoursad by Government and
support of measures pontemnbd by thom, When it
is & matter of conflio§ between the poorer and the
righer classes, the Bwarajists do not direct their
own polioy by what the Government does. Tha
Government in suoh cases does not aome into thair
considaration at all, The Swarajists have a- duty
fo the wealihy olasses whioh they must fulfil at ail
costs: And after all, the considerable snhancement
of rent for non-residential areas in Bombay City
whioh has fellowed in the wake of their aotion is
not 8. very high price o pay,: wh@n the Issug a$
atake ia one of k,aeping the Swarsji:t party in be-
ing. AC A

¢  The loadar *of t-hs Swarﬂmt pnrty in Bombay
has bowaver an explanation whioh he thinks is pat
to the cocasions: Tho Bwarajists did what they did,
ha says, not beoause the Bill sought to give necos.
sary pretection-to the lower middle elass.(the
labonring class does not at all comie within his ken),
but beocausé it extended unneoessary protsction to
the higher middle olass. : But this] explanation is
not'quite 8o oonvineing as he imagines. Noed the
S warajista have opposed motion for leave o dintro-
duge the Bill because the Bill was unegual - in iis
operation ¥ Could they not have themselves pro-
posed amendmenta to oure this and othes defecta ¥
If tha Bili had to ba killed, gouid not they have
affordsd to let it live for half an hctzr. till it ad-
vanoed to the ascond roading siage? But why
must thay kill it at all, even supposing the inequa.
lity of which Mr. Jayakar complains Is not remo-
ved ? The inequality remaina anyhow.s No doabt,
M1 Jayakar has sucoseded in notallowing a benefit
to those whbo, acoording to him, do not desorve “it.
But has he not at the same deprived thess wha,
on his own confession, urgently require it, of the
benefit whioh is their due ¥ He cannot immediate-
1y arrange matters in such's way as to give the
benefit of rant reatriction to those who stand In
noed of it and yet withhold {i from those who -un-
descrvedly batten on it Some iime must slapee
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before this millenial state of things comsa into
being by his exertion. If, iz the meanwhile, one
kind of incongruity or another is inevitable, if
either the deserving oclass is to go without the
advantage of rent restriction or the class which
does not deserve it i3 to gat it at the oost of the
landlords (whose lot afier all is not altogether
unbearable), why does Mr. Jayakar show greater
tolerance for the former kind of injusiice than the
latter ? When the choics is between two evils, the
evil of s discontinuance of the protection of
those to whom lack of protection spelis utlter ruln
and a ‘temporary continuance of protection (till
Mr. Jayakar launches a wholly beneficial measure)
to those who do not absolutely need it, Mr, Jaya-
kar instinotively chooses the formsr as the lesser
evil. The exigencies of the party to which he be-
longs also point the samse way: unliks the Judge
who rather than conviet one innocent pearson lets
off a hundred guilty ones, the Swaraj party, sooner
than give an unnecessary benefit to & handful of
perasons, will deny a necessary bensefit to a mass of
men—partioularly when the benefit comes out of
the pooksts of those whom the Swaraj party has
to conoiliate for its very existence. Mr. Jayakar
however rolies for his defence upon Pandit Motilal
Nehru's support of his action, and this plea would
remove any doubt that may have been left in the
public mind that the aristocratic classes dominate
the Swaraj party.

One thing however falls to be said about the
party, which redounds very much to its oredit.
There are some membera who are jealous of the
cause of poor people, but their misfortune is that
they are in a minority and, what is more, carry Hi-
tle influenoe in the councilsof the party. But, while
critioising the aotion of the leader of the Bombay
Swarjists, a due moeed of praise must be given to
those members of that parly who lost no time in
holding to publio opprobrium those who by mnot
voting oconverted a olear vistory for the popular
party info an ignominious defeat. Mr, Jayakar, of
oourse, atiributes their very strong remarks to s
personaldislike of him, but when men like Messrs:
V. J. Patol, Jamnadas Mohta, Balubhai Desai, Drs.
Velkar and Deshmukh all combine to-condemn hia
aotion, Mr. Jayakar may well assume theif motive
to be more disinferested than he is willing to
allow. They all bewailed that Swarajista had help-
ed “s powerful combination between the oapitalists
of s foreign Government and indigenous capital-
ists sagainet the forces of democrasy.” Dr.
Deshmukh neatly answered Mr. Jayakar’s plea
that he had remained neutral to kesp the party
together: “The party was for the good of the
oountry, and if it did not do that the party had no
business to live.” That this scomes from a promi-
nent member of the Swaraj party is really very ore-
ditable to the pariy, but the pity isthat there ars 2o
few who take such & large view of publio affairs,
Now that sc many protest meetings are being held
it will bscome necessary for Mr. Jayakar fo orga-
nise some kind of moeting to support his aotion.

This will not, howsver, be an easy business, for if
he wore to brave the electors’ displeasure in thak
manner, he will hardly have a ochance of carrying
through & measure which will be ideally just to
all classes of temants and acceptable to the land-
lords.

K.L G.

OPIUM POLICY.—-VIL

OPIUM-EATING AND THE LEAGUE

WE saw last week how neither on its marits, nor
baoause of atrong publio opinion, nor even on the
ground of harmonising India's policy with that of
the Lioague of Nations was a change in the current
export policy sither called for or justified.

The only other important use of Indian oplum
ig the eating of it in India, It is on this matter
that India got isolated in the League last year.
It is, therafore, very necessary that Indian publie
opinion should inform itself well on this subject.
It may be interesting to recall in this connection
that the resolution of the House of Commons of
1891 condemned the use of opium for other than
“the legitimate demand for medical purposes” as
“morally indefensible.” Opium-eating ia Indim
is & non-medical purpose in the sense that it is
not presoribed by duly qualifisd and registered
medical practitioners. The International Opium
Commission at Shanghai in 1909 did not adopt
this attitude of wunequivocal condemnation of
opium-eating but opined that the non-medical use
of opium was a matter for prohibition or for careful
regulation. Whereas the Hague Convention of 1912
completely abandoned that position and was con-
tant to ask for “control of the produotion and distri=
bution’'of raw opium. Mr. Campbell explained at the
fifth session of the Opiam Committee that “When
the Hague Convention was being drafted, a long
reasoned statoment on this quesiion {opium-eat-
ing ia Indis ) had besn presentsd to the conferance
by the lats Sir William Meyer. The Convention
had been drafted with that statemsnt bafora the
conferencsz and in such & way as to cover tha spe-
oial diffioulties of India, The view of the Indian
Government was that the Convention fully cover
od in it present form the use of opium ia Indis,
snd.ihat position had never besn challenged until
the present moment.” Ezplaining the attitude of
the Indian Government towards the Shanghai Con-
ference resolutions, Sir Guy Flestwood Wilson

-gaid in his Budget speech-in the Imperial Legisla-

tive Couneil in 1910, “We retain full libarty to
protact the legitimate household and mediocal nse
of opium” in India. Again, in his Budget spesch
in 1912, Sir Guy said that the Hague Convention
had imposed no fresh obligations on India and
deolared, "Our domestic control of the wmae of
opium in India is not & maiter in whioh we reguire
international assistanoe.’”’ And there the matier
stood bafore the Waz.

Sinoe then the world’s drug problem has bee
come more soute, The morphia habit has grown to
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qsrga proportions, partionlarly in China and Ame.
—rica, So tmperious are the needs of the addict,
-#0 ovarwhelming his craving, fthat he will pay
-any price o obtain his dmg. Henoce the drug
~¢rada is both secure and_ highly paying, provided
~there Is s oonatant supply. Aand Kuropsan
~gountries ars manufactaring from raw opiam
morpt ia and similiar other habit-forming drugs by
~the ton and flooding the market Anti-narcoiie
~1aws hava failed to protect the people from having
acooss to {he drugs. Opiam and its alkaloids offer
. great financial attractions and physieal facilities
for emuggling. Aslong as there is a slngle csoun-
~~¢ry which produces raw opium or its alkaloids,
-but does not strictly control their produotion and
$ranaport, no other oountry, whataver bo the string-

-enoy of {ta laws and the efficiency of its officers, |

-oan effectively keep them out, howaver muoh it
-may desire to do so. Thers ars many oountries
where there is elther no control or the control is
not eficient. But India fs not among them. In
India both production and transport are controlled,
-and oontrolled effiolantly. _
The only radical means of putting down the
Alliolt traffic is to Limit production iteslf to the ro-
~quirements of legitimate use, and leave no surplus
»for illicit use. This principle of limitation of
‘produotion was firat enunciated in the League -of
‘Nations in 1921, with ironical appropriateness, by
Dr. Wsllipgton Koo, the repressntative of chaotic
+Chins, whose oplum-Governors in the provinoes
weore at thaf very moment aotually forcing the
~cultivation of opium on the people at the point of
the bayonet, The same prinociple was reinforced
by the American delegation at the fifth session of
“the Oplum Advisory Committee and has now besn
-difinitely accepted by the League of Nations at its
dast sosaion. Indla gave its cordial adhersnoe to
“this proposition, viz. Iimitation of production, This
-does not involve any fresh obligations on Indis,
&8 opium production nnder Government monopoly
is already striotly limited Ivery year (lovern-
:ment fixes the area to be put under poppy, on the
-basis of the previously ascertained demsnd and
‘the normal orop. Private oultivation is negligibls
“in British India, being only 182% aores in 1921 as.
-againat 192,005 acres under Government monopolye
Thus in the matter of limitation wf pyoduction
India is In agreemont with the other members of
the League. But difference arose betwean India and
'the other States as to what the production was o
bs limlted to. Do Wellington Koo proposed in 1921
fthat the production of opium should be limited to
“strictly medicinal and scientific purposes,” though he
-d1d not insist that the palioy, if approved by tha
League, should be given effect to immediately.
‘This was opposed by the R:i. Hon'ble Srinivass
Saatrl, on behalf of Indla, for ressons which we
ahall disouss later on. At the instance of Mr
fairi. the League substituted “ legitimate ™ for
strictly medicinal and soientifio.” The oconas-
«<quence of this change was that instead of the
dsague of Nations deflnitely ruling out opiam-.

eating as illegitimate, it left it to each oonsum-=

ing Biate to define what was legitimais use of
opium within its jurisdiotion, At tha fifth session of

the Advisory Commitfes on Opium, the American

delegation, headed by Mr, Porter, took up a more

oategorioal attitude. The jwo propositions submit-
ted by Mr. Portorran ans follows :

{1) “If the purposs of the Hague Opinm Con.
vention is to be achieved aseording to ita spirit and
true intent, it must be resognized that the use
of opium productas for other than medisinal and
acientifio purposes is an abuss and not legitimate.

(2) “In order to prevent the abuse of these pro-
duots it I nocossary to oxercise the control of the
production of raw opium in such a manner that
there will be no earplus availabla for non-
medioinal and non-scientific purposes. " :

These propositions were of the nature of gene-
val prinoiples and did not specify any particular
course of action; . They wera opposed by the repre-
sentatives of a number of Siaten and among them
by Mr. Campbell, on behalf of India, because of"
their immediate implioations. Oplum-smokingand
opium-eating and the production of opium admit-
fodly for apoking and eating, would beooms Im -
modiately illegitimate. The responsibility fors
the comsumpiion of opium in the oconsuming

| countries wonuld be thrown on the producing

ecounirivs, Wo have seen already how Frarce,

| Germany, Great Britain, Japan, the Nethorlands,

Portugal and Siam‘ rofused ¢o illegitimatisa
opium-smoking immediately in their territories.
And surprisingly enough, Mr._ Porter himself
aoquiesced in this reservation, which appeared
to him to be “but a reaffirmaiion of Chapter II of
the Hague Opium Convention, and, as such, gives
riss to no question”! Thua on the quesiion of.
opium-smoking, the Amerlcan delegation, solici-
tude for whoss susceptibilities was the dominating
factor in the Oplum Committes, ocompletely failed.
It was Sir Maloolm Dslevingne, the British repre-
santative, that mads praotical proposzals to bring
about a more offective reduction in opium smok-
ing. His proposal that a conforence of Siates
concerned shonld be ealled with a view to arrivs
st an sgrewment by mutual oonsent to reduoca
opluni-smoking, was uliimately approved. -
Ad regards India, the acceptanoce 'of Mr., Por-
ter's propositions would at once wipe out the en-

" tire produoction of opium in Indis, for very little

Indian opium is used for “medical™ purposes ia
the sense described above. It waa enly during
the Great War, when suppliea of Turkish and
Porsian opium wers cut off, that Indian opium
was indented for by Amerioa snd England for
madieal purpisea. Afier the War, that demand
ceased. At no time, howevar, not evan whan the
War demand wae at its bighest, was the medical
use of Indian oplum anything bat insignificant sa
oomparad with the total monopoly production,
let alone the purchases from Oentral Indian
States, as is shown from ths following figures
taken from the Reports on the Operations of thy
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Opinm department.

Monopoly Manufactured into
Year |production ;" Medioal [Specialmed:- .
in mds. opium eal epium A-&&!g‘d‘s
in mds. ip rds. Iz @mas.
1911-12 | 31,642 ¢ 28 258
1914-15 28,534 i 25 1,862 195
1915-18 27,134 44 4642 343
1916-17 32,302 i 8,337 147
1917-18 32,412 35 5,463 254
1918-19 27,472 48 4,585 208
1918-20 22,841 23 2,151 247
1%30-21 14,401 28 s 338
1921-22 18,535 g 200
1938-23 22,832 20 153
t

These figures show that almost the whole of
Indian opium s used for non-mediecal purposes,
smoking or eating, which will be renderad illegiti-
mate by Mr, Porter’s proposals. Although the il-
legitimatising of opium-smoking would do away
with the whole export trade of India and involve
great loss of revenue, neither in 1921, nor in 1923,
did India objeot to it. On the other hand Indis
welocomed it.

India opposed these propoeals because
opium-eafing also would thereby be rendered
illegitimate. The Government of India contended
and still contends, with the implied consent of
Indian publie opinion, that opium-eating in India
is semi-medical and is lagitimate. We shall
examine this contention later on., Here it is
sufticient to note the Governrhent of India's’ posi-
tion in the msatter.

There wes no disposition on the part of any
member of the Opium Committee at its fifth session
to condemn direotly and in 80 many words the prao-
tios of opium—eating iz India. On the other hand,
Sir Jobn Jordon mentiobed that “as far as he had
understood, the American delegation was quite
prepared to recogunise the situation in India.” Mrs’
Hamilton Wright granted that “India could, of
course, retain her special position™ with regard
to opium-eating. :

It was also admitted that opium-eating
in India was a domestic guestion whieh the
Government of India should be free to decide
as it thought best. Mrs, Hamiltoh  Wright
afirmed that “it was gquite obvious that ‘every
nation bad a right to determine ifs own “policy
within its own borders” and conceded “India’s
right to do as she pleased in her own borders.”
Sir John Jordon observed that “he had been led
to balieve, in conversation with Mr. Porter, that
the Amerioan delegation had no intention of inter-
fering with the internal praotice in Indie or any
other Oriental country.” Mr. Porter himself went
much further when be said in the Fifth Committse
last year that “He did not desire to disouss ques-
tions of purely domestio legislation in connsotion
with the use of opium, but the Government of the
United States did not consider. any internaticonal

traffioc in opium for other than medioal or soienti-
fie purposes to be legitimate, except under the
copditions explicitly lald down in the IHague
Convention.”

This Iast was another surprisiug voite face on-
the part of Mr. Porfer from the position whioh he-
had taken up at the starf, when he wanted a.
general recognition that the use of opium for other
than medicinal and scientific purposes was an
abuse. The Hague Convention itself did not limit
its scope only to infernational traffio. It contemplat-
ed doing away with the abuse of opium in every
country, where it must necessarily be a domestic
question. The Convention called for the suppres-
sion of opium-smoking, which is a domestic pro-
blem for eaoh country, and did not merely in-
terdiot the transport of opium for that purpose
from one State to another, whioh would be inter-
national. As long as the League of Natiofis does
not becomes s super-State, all intsrnational co-
operation must ultimately take the form of
domastic legislation. But that does not take away
from the purview of the League. In facton this
vary question of opium it was the Indian delegate,
Mr. Hassan Imam, that said in the [last Assem-
bly: *The League, I confess, from the view of
my people, is n>t and should not be interested
in the question of dangerous drugs, only to the
cxtent of international obligations, but we are
prepared to accede to fhe view thatno country
is entitled to drug its own people, 8 drugging
which interests the whole world and ocomse-
quently comes within the purview of the League.”
If, however, the American delegation meant
only to illegitimatise international traffie in
opium for eating but did not show that suoh
traffic existed; and admitted, with the Opium
Committes, that opium-eating was a domestic con-
cern for India and other Oriental countries, and
that it had no desire to prohibit it in India; and
knew that the other opium-eating ocouniries were
unaffeoted by the League's decisions, as they had
pot rtatified the Hague Convention ; thers was
hardly any need to disouss opium.eating in the
Committee or in the League. And yet this purely-
academioc discussion was very heated and prolong-
ad, resulting in constant deadlooks.

It was entirely due to difference of opinion as-
to the interpretation of the Hague Convention and
%o the difficuliy experienced in drafting the re-
“%olution so as to say no more than what was actu-
ally meant !+ While it was agreed thal opium-
eating in India was not to be put under a ban,
differances arose as to whether if was a new and
humiliating concession that was being offerad to
India or if it was a right that India derived from
the Hague Convention itself. Mr. Campbell put
forward the latter view, and challenged the
Committee to refer the matter to the International
Court of Justice, or fo a confersnce as provided for
in Artiole 24 of the Hague Convention. The next
difficulty was whether it was desirable tc mention
opium-eating in the new resolution, and thereby
sanction it or avoid all mention of it, as the Hague
Convention did. The next onme was how to word
the resolution so 85 to legitimatise opium-eating
only in India but not in other countries, Draft
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after draft was hotly discuseed and rojected and early apparent that the Swarsjiats here would not
finally a separate drafting committes drew up the | take the comprowise lying down. It has resulted
final draft approved by the Committes. In this draft | in the reeignation of L. Duonichand, M. L. A., of
was Inserted the following reservation on bekalf Ambala, who is the leader of the Party here. This
of Indis. “The use of raw opium, according to the| has been followed by the resignation of L. Rsm
~eatablished practice in India, and its production for | Parshad, Iate editor the Fands Matram, Lahore:
such tse are not illegitimate under the Convention. | but this may ba more due fo Mahatma Gandhi's”
- The faot that, though oplum 1is ggtgnr. in | anlmadversions npon the Arya Samai It in
Perala, Turkey, Afghanistan and other Oriental | ramoured that L. Lajpat Ral.is slso likely to
~ouvuniries, Indis alone made this reservation {s due-| r®#ign his seat on the varfous bodles connected
entirely to the singular position of India In the | With the Congress. When this ia done, I believe
League and in respeot of the Hague Con:?entian. little would be left of the Congress and its work
,ﬁ_"ﬁom of the other countries had ratifiad the Hague | in the provines, There is very little évidenoe of
‘Convention or accepted the other consequent obii- | its activities fn the province just now; . but
-@ations proposed by the Loagne sud so wers not | when the duel between the Swarajisie and the
bound by its decislons, And yet, she Oplum | No-ohangers commences even that will - have
-Committee was st great, almost quixotio, paing to | disappeared. I wonder if the so-called No-ochagers '
1llegitimatize opium-sating in Turkey, Porsia and | Would now be as ready to listen to the advics of
other Orlental countries! Indla was the only | I- Lajpat Rai as they were when the Couneil cam-
oounfry which had socepted all international | PAIG0R Was to bo won, The Lala himself may now
obligations in respect of opium and oarriad | D9 less ready to offer the sameybut the position
them out with the ¢fficiency and honesty for which | ©f the No-changers would not be very enviable.
i_ts adminisiration, apart from {ts politioal outlook At last the slaction petition agalnat Chaudbari
and wisdom, is deservedly noted, Consequently | Ialohand has been dispossd of.. Mr. Bhids, the
‘the lllegitimatisation of opium-aating would affaat | Presiding officer, along with his oolleagues went

India and Indla only. That axplains why India | int0o the matier very fully and the vesult has
was alone In making this ressrvation and thera ig | D90 that the Commission has found him guilty

‘Do ocoasion o be uneasy about it, In & matter | Of COrrupt practices in two or three oases snd
whioh adversely affacted & number of couniries . | Di8 Agents in even mors casss. They have una-
8s, for instance the American proposal to illogiti~ | nimously recommended that the eleotion be
‘matise oplum-smoking at once, France, Germany, deolared void and that Chaudhari Lalohand be, as
Great Britain, Japan, the N etherlande, Portugal | S9ilty of corrupt praotiges, disqualified from
and S{am, made a ressrvation! The real matiey | ft8nding for the next five years. Attempts are
for concarn, therefors, is not that Tadia was wlone | D°ing made 1n some quartera to get the Governor
in making  veservation in favour of oplum-eating | $o condone this disqualifisatlon, bat’ it would not’
in Indis, nor even that sugh eatlog is legitimate | D® Wise on the part of the Governor to come bst.
ander the Convention, but whathsr it was or should | Ween the Minister and the findings of the Com-
be legitimste at all. And this question Iadian | mistion and thus set st naught the basio principls

public opinion alone is competent to decide. underlying all suoh questions. I wonder how
In conoluding thi . people oan be found #olerant enough to overlook
-~ ey mayiremark on the such a scandal and oan bring themsslves to the

psoular misfortuna of India in the way its opium ‘
. of puhliol ting an election abuze of

rg‘;ii;iﬁt: f:;’;:i‘:}:i;l’nr?eu?ﬂy by fore‘lgnerg_ f:oi;ta n:::;s ts,f:;zp;:i‘n:zation. Ifhe wera to con-
been sharactorised as * porfeeiiy jur or qhdia has | 45g this offence, 1t would i1l behove the Governor
John Jordon and “ admirable ‘.y; mM @ = b.! Sir gver to take sotion against less Important peraons
Wright. We bave also toen how ye iﬁ' m?‘ﬂm.n L:ivhan their offences ars less flagrant. Anyhow,'on
Yadis bas been admitted b plom-eatiog in ‘the presgmption that the CGovernor would aoocspl
tion itself as a do:eat;a 7 he Amerioan deloga- the findingsppaople have bean busy fa naming a
which there is hardly ;:;n:;;:i:; Iinéi; 8gainat | o, \oessor to the Mianister, Sir Maloolm's task Is
seoms to us hardly fair for foreig . ~nfl ia. It nof a pleasant one in that matter either, Tofind a
their echoen iz India t n. orilles and colleague to M{an Fazal Hussaio is not an easy
eroment of India for ii: i;;j;ut :;»Irrmg ;he Gov. job and thersfora, to postpons ths evil day, it has
seem to have so little rauonp fc: ?:r ;n tBe¥ | poan decided that he should bs in charge of all the
sational and profitabl more | Ministerial porifolios till after the end of the
f o odursa for them would be August session of the looal Legislative Counoil

4o oreats public opi i
publls oplaion Iu India. Parhaps this is done to get breathing time s
. _ F. KODANDA Rao. well as to asgertain the wishes of tha members of
the Council durinag the session. _
OUR PUNJAB LETTER. As the noxt session of the Counocil approaches,
Lamoxg, iND Jou¥. the formation of & new party in the Punjab Legls-

BINOE I wrote last the Ahmedabad Swarajist- | Iature has been announced. Thess ‘National
Gandht compromise has had to make its results | Unionista’—though we do not yet know how many
manifest in the Punjab us alsewhere. It becam e of them are inthe Council—aeem to be,ito judge
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from the manifesto issued by one of them, the old
Conservative Communalists dressed up sansw,
It is easy to find names for things, but the truth of
the matter seoms to be that they wish to exploit
tho anti-urban feelings that are being created in
plenty in the province. Anyhow one would be able
to judge of them when the Council session oom-
mendces the day after tomorrow at Simla.

The Sikhs and the Government are onoce again
coming fto grips. A potition has been filed at
Amritaar to appoiot an official receiver for the
propoerties administered by the 8. G. P. C. A Gur-
dwar Sudhar Committee has been formed, to act
as & oounterblast to the 8. G. P. C, it scems. The
QGuru-ka-Bagh inocident has been revived by the
decree granted:to the Msahant to oust the Praban-
dhak Committee and Sir Ganga Ram from the pos-
gession of the iand in dispute. Let us see how
this new phase of the problem ends.!

‘REYIEYY,

ABOLISH THE PERMANENT SETTLEMENT

DATTA, PROF. DVIJDAS: PEASART PROPRIE.
TORSHIP IN INDIA, ( Comilla, Bengal.) Pp. 262,
1924, Rs. 3.

IN the Glossary to the Fifth Raport of the East

India Company (1813 ) we find the following:

Zemindar— Land holder, land keeper. An officer who

under the Mahomedan government, was oharged with the
superintendence of the lands of a district, financially coun-
gidersd, the profeotion of the sultivators and ths realiza-
tion of the goveroment’s shars of its produce, either in
money of in kind; cut of which he was allowed a commis-
sion, amounting to about ten per oent. and ocecasionally
a gpecial grant of the government’s sahare of the produce
“of & oartain number of villages for his subsistence called
Nauncar. The appointment was gocasionally renewed
and as it was generally continued in the same person 30
Iong 83 Be condusted himself to tha satlsfaotion of the
ruling power, and even continued to his heirs; so in process
of time and through the decay of powsr, and the confusion
which ensued, hereditary right { a¢ bast preseriptive) was
oclaimed and tacitly acknowledged; till, at length, the
Zamindars of Bongal in particular, from being fhe mere
superintendents of the land have been declared the hereds-
tary proprietors of the soil, and the bafore fluptuating
dues of the government have undsr a permanent Geftle-
meant, heen unalterably fixed in perpetnity.

The above quotation is not made to supply any
deficienoy in Mr. Datta’s arguments to prove the
utter hollowness of the claim put forward by the
Zemindars to proprietory right in the land.
It is quotsd only o show what responsible oficers
of the Company thought of the ‘right’ of the Ze-
mindars, the same Company whioh created these
*proprietors of the soil’.

Mr. Datta has shown by extensive quotation
from Hindu law that 1and in India belongs to the
poople. The Mahomedan rulers never olaimed
propriefory rights in the land and what they olaim-
ed was not rent, but a share of the produoce in
exchange of the servides rendersd, whioh shars
Yaried acocording to the ¥isld of the land ig differ-

ent yoars. When the Dewani of Bengal, Bihar

and Oriess was transferred to the East India Com-~

pany the only consideration that weighed with:

them was the realization of the revenue. A Company

of merchants suddonly found themselves to bs the

practical rulers of the land and wers faced with an.
extraordinary situation, Without waiting for en-

quiring into the laws and oustoms of the country

as Mr. Shore advised, Lord Cornwallis, pressed for

ways and means, superimposed con the ryots a

system which had no preocedent in India. He

deolared the Zemindars, who were *meare superin-

tendents of land’, to bs the 'propristors of the soil’.

The Company gave away to the Zemiadars the’
proprietory right on land, s right whioh did not

belong to the Company itself.

Mr. Seton-Karr in his life of Lord Cornwallis
says, in defence of the systom: ‘It is not easy to.
overestimats the advaniage of a wealthy and
privileged olass who have everything to Ilose and
nothing to gain by revolution’ {p. 83} and again, ‘It
has political advantages which ocompensate or at
any rate balance its defects’ (p. 71)) Whatevar the
immediate politioal advantages, robbing other
pesople’s rights to ¢reate 'a wenlthy ‘and privileged.
olass’ is a doubiful antidote against revolution.
Porhaps Lord Coruwallis thought that by fixing
the Zemindars' dues to the (Govarument, the per-
manent gettlement would aot as an incentive to the
Zesmindarsfoimprove theirestates, Subsequent his-
tory completely falsified this hope and the Zemin-
dare, instead of increasing the wealth of the land
and the prosperity of the peoples became engines
of oppression. Subletting became a profifable pro-
fession, and betwaen the Zemindar and the aotual
oultivator of the soil middlemesn in warying num-
bers intervened, making their living by adding to
the original rent one illegal due after another while
the whole weight of them sll fell on the noé too
broad shoulders of the ryot. The three F's, fixity
of teniure, fair rent and frge sale, being denied to
the ryot the consoiousnesshasgrown on him that no
amount of skil:, industry or economy oan make kis
position better, while idieness or prodigality can
hardly make it dworse. Mr Datta points out that
by making the Zemindar's due independent of the
produce of the land, the system has taken away the
only incentive to the Zemindar of improving his
estate and has acoelerated the progress of subine
feudation. Fuarther by making & rise in the pricesa
ground for inereasing the rent, the system makes a
state of scarcity desirable for the Zsmindar whose
interest is botter served by less and not by greater
produsiion.

The intricacie of tenure which subdivision
and subinfeudation have produced have made the
people very litigious. The effect of this litigious-
ness on the people is refleoted in the enormous™
ocutturn of Iawyers, the Universities thus giving a
wrong bias to the educational system. The whole
army of lawyers is dependent to a very large ex-
tent on land suits. It is interesting to mnote here
that while the Bengal Tenanoy Bill was being dis-
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ouseed In the Bengal Council some lawyers of
Caloutta held s privats mesting and decided
asgainet the Bill bacause the Bill, If passed, would
bes prejudicial o their profession.

The -root of many an evil in Bengsl and other
places whero the Zemindarl system prevails oan be

ultimately traced fo this system. 8o lopg as the

peasant is not the proprietor of the Iand he oulil.
vates, o great mass Improvement s possible. The
permanent cettlement must go, and the peasant
must come into his own. It is usual for Zemindars
to oondemn all land reform movements as Bolshe-
vik, The following quotation from the New States-
.4pan of May 81, 1924, may be helpful to them:
“Change in the agrarian sphere when {t operates
{in favour of the maes of the rural population, is
almost always permanent In Ita rosult. If this be
true—and modern history provides many exam-
plea in support of it-~then we may reckon as proba-
biy the most enduring oconsequenoces of the War
that wave of agrarian reform which has awept over
the eastern half of Evrope since the Russian Revo-
lution. Red republicanism snd White reaotion
may battle for politioal supremacy; but the effects
of the Green Rising remain, and ‘the coming of the
.pegeant to his own has destroyed for aver the very
basis of the old soolal ordez in Eastern Rurope.’
Everywhere with few exceptions over that vast
_area, whore formerly the large landownera predo-
rainated in the organisation of society, wholessie
expropriation has drastically changed the ocentre
of sooial gravity by the establishment of peasant
proprietorship on a large soale, From the Baltio
to the Black Sea the tendency, with Iocal variae
tione, is everywhere in the same direction.

Everywhere in the world the changs from
feudal land system to peasant propristorship has
been attended with remarkable prosperity of the
people. In 1870 the government of Great Britain
sent a oircular to the Britlsh representatives in
the several countries of Europs asking for infor.
mation regarding the * laws and customs afeoting
. ihe tenure of land with a view to usefully adopt
; them in the settlement of land tenure in Ireland.’
- The reports submitted by the repressntatives una-
. nimously praise the system of peasant proprietor-
' ship wherever 1t obiained and declare that pro-
. aperity of the people had alwaya followed the tran-

gitlon fromfendal system $o peasantproprietorship,

- Mr, Datta’s book 1s & powerful and passionate
plea for justice towards the ryota of the Zemindari
iands. His Sanskrit soholarship enables him to
present the Hindu land system with great deiail
supported by original authorities of the Hindu law,
As aprofessor of agriculture he is compstent to
speak on & mubject whish sundry politicians make

_heir hobby during the slection season. His book is
an effective reply to those who, having robbed the
people of their zights in the land,” indulge in dull
mookery and twit them as having no-* stake in the
land * and as such unworthy of a hearing, forget-
ting that their muob-vaunted 'stake in the land,

besidea being false, 1s never worthy of greater con-

sideration than the peoples’ atake In life.
. J. B. Bgx.

MISCELLANEA,

¢ THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT.

The following lettsr was poblisked in the last iszue of the
Indian ¥ Social Reformer over the signature of Mr. N. M,
Joshi, M. L. a. . . )

In your issue of 2od August, you have given me advice
pot to attempt to crganise Indian labour Into an exolusive
body, but try to evolve some organiaation in which the emplo-
yers and the employess may work together harmonionsly.
I onp assure o that your aim and my aim ars the same. Woe .
are bosh enxioua t0 ses the employers apd the smployees work-
ing together as brothers and equal partzers. Bus I feel thai .
the bast method of achleving this object imto orgsnize them
both., Ifit wers poasible to bring both the parilss in one’
organisstion on terms of equality at leaat, I would not sitempt
to orgonize the workers into anm exolusive organisation. Bui-
ths smployara have formed thomseives inio exclusive organisa-
sions and to the best of my knowledge you hays not yet taken
objeotion to that, Moreover I do not ihink sven if you advise
the employera to throw cpen the doors of thelr assoolationm
to the workmen, they are likely to listen to your advice.
Under such circumstances, if the interssts of workimen are io
be proiscied, they must erganizse themselves inio separate
crganisations.

1 alzo agres with you that this e nct an up-fo-dato methed
of dealing with the problem. Unforinnately, no up-to-date
method xeems to-day avallable. The Bolaheviks in Russis
tried to get Tid of tha olass conflicts by Revolution; but even
thera separaie labour orgsnisations have siill remained in
sxistence, Neither has Mahatma Gondhi succesded by his
dootrine of Jove $0 make the two pariies realize their common
brotherhood. - The mill~owners and the mill-hands of Ahmeda-
bad have still stheir separate organisations,

Bomehow you ssem to think that some other way is
praoticable. I assure you that if you or thoss who take pour
view can sucosed in stariipg an organisation: where the
-smployers acd the employeen will mest as brothers, you can
always oouné upon my sympathy and my homble support of
{t. Dut till you or we sucoged in dolog so, you and I, a¥
Isaat T, muat go on organising the workersin the only way
whioh in fassible unisas we denire them éo ba crushed by #heie
exploiters. Ido not assume that all employers are movad
solely by the gbjeot of exploiting labour., But the cass for
separate labour organisation is, in my opinlon, sufficiently
proved if it is admitted that thers are some employers Whe
wrill not mind sxplolting labour, You are sadly mistaken if you
hold that you will achieve that [arger solidarity which
you think we so muoch need-at preseni, by winking &%
the diffoulties of labour or by amsuming 4o aititude of
benevolent neuirality towarda the unsqual Sght batween
the powerful employers assisted by Government on the
ono side and helpieax workers ou the other. Om the cone
tzary, an attitude like yours which wees no cbjestion io the
smployera forming their own Asscolationn but will disocurage
only the crganisation of labour, will suraly maks Indian
lsbour keep sloof from the general movement for progress
in despalr of getting justics done to them even by those who
&t least cught +o be strictly Impariisk

Bombay, £th Auguast. N. M, JosEL
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1. Education on the Dalton Plan. By
Heslen Parkhurst, The most far-reach-
ing of recentdsvelop ments in education
ia that which is called the Dalton Plan,
and associated with the name of Miss
Helen Parkhurst =as its great expo-

nent kP (21 2 2su £t 4 1
2. Recent Developments in Atomic
Theory. By Leo Gractz. Translated

by Guy Barr. “The theory has been ex-

tended by the remarkable and almost re-

volutionary physical investigations and

disoovaries of the last two decades” ... 7 5
3. Astronomy for Everybedy. A popu-

lar exposition of the wonders of the hea-

vens, By Prof. Simon Newoomb. LL. D.

‘With an introduotion by Sir Robert S.

Ball, LL.D.,,DSo,, F. R.S. we 41
4. The Electron in Chemistry. Being

five lectures delivered at the Franklin

Institute, Philadelphia. By 8ir J. J.

Thomson, O, M,, F. R, 8. ... w 8 8
5. Food Gardening. For beginners and

experts. By H. Valentine Davis, B.Sg. 0 13

The Theosophical Publishing House,

Adyar Madras,
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NEW INDIA OFFICE
George Town, Madras,

WV ANTED influential and reliable agents in

all provinces and divisions in India and

Burma to push the sale of Indian manufactured
peints, varnish etc. Apply Box.—
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THE KENYA PROBLEM.

A Selection from the Speeches and Writings of
the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastrl, ».c.

A vigorous and lucid exposition of the
,Inegian_ point of view, Contains also
.the full text of the Cabinet decision,

Pages 147, Price As, i12.
Apply to:
The Aryabhushan Press,
Budbwar Peth, 7
POONA CITY.

HINDU LAW.
( 3rd Edition )
_ BY
J. R, GHARPURE, Esq., B.’A., L. B., (Hons,)
High Court Vakil, Bombay.
Price Rupees Ten, Postage Extra,
Ooplex oati bé had at =—
The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City,

THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

-

A high class University Journal for the promotlon cf
otiginal research,

Four izsnes will be published during each academio year,
viz,, in September, Dscembsr, February, and May.

Bdifor—W. Burridge, M. A, M.B, B.Ch., LMS, S.A, 2nd
N. K. Siddhanta, M. A, —supported by a strong Consuliative~
Board representative of all the:Dapariments in the University.

Special Features.

The Journal will oontmin originsl contributions from
members of the Lucknow University and will also publish.
¥ernaoculsr contributions in Hindl or Urdu of & wuitable
charactsr. It will contain poriraits and illustrations from
time to time. It will alse publish Reviews and Notices of all
important Books and Reporis coming out in the eduoational
world. Another important fonture of the Journal wilf be thr
publioation of the latest news sbout Universiiy affairs and
other interssting informations about educational maiters.

Annual Subscription.

Town. Mofussil. Forelgn
For Students of the Umiversity, Rs. 2 ¢ 1 8§ 10s.
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DEAFNESS CAN BE CURED.

Deafness, Noises in the Head and
Nasal Catarrh,

LuokNow UNIVERSITY, }

THE NEW CONTINENTAL REMEDY CALLED
“LARMALENE” (Regd.)

Is B simple harmises hoeme-treatment which abrolutely
aures deafness, noises in the haxd, eto. NO EXPENSIVE
APPLI ANOES NEEDED for thism new Ointment, Instansly
operates upon the affeoted parts with complete and psrmsnent
sgccess, SCORES OF WONDERFUL CURES REFORTED,

Reliable Testimony.

Mre. E. Wilkinson, of Sisd Road, Stround, writes:—
* Please sould I trouble you to zend me another box of the
Cinlment, It is not for myself, but for a friend of mine
whois as bad as I was, and cannot get any rest for the
noises in the head. I foel a new woman, and can go to bed
now and get & good night’s rest, whick I had not basn able to
do for many monshe, It isa wonderinl remedy ard am mont
delignted toresommend 8. . . .

Mrs. B, Crowe, of Whitehorase Road, Croydon, writss:—
# T am plesasd to tell you that the small tin of cintment you
ssnt to me Bt Ventuor, has proved a complete szocess, my
hearing is now quite normal, snd the horrible head ncises-
have cessed. The action of this new remedy must bs very
remarksble, for I havs been troubled with thess gomplainte
for pearly ten yenrs, aud have hiad some of the very bemi
medical advice together with other expsusive sar instruments-
all to no purpose. I nesd havdly say how very grateful I am,
for my life has undergone an sniire changs, ” ‘

Try ons box to-dsy, which can be forwarded to any
address’ on reoceipt of money order. for Re. 4 THERE I3

NOTHING BETTER AT ANY PRICE,
Address orders to;=
HENRY THOMAS ( Larmaleze" Co.), -
¥ The » Woodlands, "'
BERAN, DARTFORD, KENT,
ERCLAND.
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