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TOPICS OF THE WEEK -

ALL India’s mind has this last week
centred round Mahatma Gandhi,.
his sudden ‘illnees, his merious operation, his
satisfactory reconvalesecence. We Treproduce
today the full minute drawn up by Mr. Sastri
on his retorn from hospital in the early
hours of last Sunday, and with him and all our
countrymen we join in the fervent prayer that the
life of thisgreat Indian may be spared and that
his restoration to heaith may be both speedy and
complete—as indeed, ‘'we are happy to say, the
medical prognosis promises it to be. May we add
to this a sinecers hope that the Government of
India will now announce the remission of the
balance of the sentence which Mr. Gandhi is still
technically serving, even before a formal demand
is made ? ' '

GQandhijl,

» » »

IN its leading article of the 12th in-
stant, the Voice of India disapproves
of the suggestion put forward by
Mr. Sastri in these colum..s that all politieal par-
ties should combine in congratulating Mr. Ramaay
MacDonald on the firet coming into power of the
British Labour Party and expressing the hope that
it will give offect to the policy declared in its elec-
tion manifesto. This opposition of the Voice is due
to ita belief that by accepting Mr. Sastri’s sugges-
tion we shall be identifying ourselves with a parti-
cular party in England and suspending our ruspec-
five programmes, But this belief is utterly unwarran-
ted; Mr.Sastribhasnotsuggested anything of the kind
fmagined by the Voice, Nor is iteasy to understand
how our resolutions will aggravate the difficulties o

Unwarranted.

£

Mr. Ramsay MacDonald's Ministry. On the other
hand, by expressing our hopes fn the Labour Party’s
ability todo its duty by us and at the same
tihe going on with our programmes we shall .be
greatly strengthening its hands and enabling it to do
justice to us. Wae confess we oannot pretend to
be utterly indifferent as to which party comes into
power in England or wish to assume the same
attitude towards friends and foes alike.
L 2 » -

EVERYONE who is not an adherent
of the ‘ forward ® policy with regard
toour northwest frontier will wel-
come the attitude of the British Labour Party
towards Afghanistau and the frontier tribes, which
was delineated by Mr. Brailsford In a recent issue
of the New Leader. It will be ona of peace and
good-will fo ba achieved among other means by a
recogpition of Russia. It will enable us to make a
reduction of Indian military sxpenditure, In order
to make it possible for the frontier tribesmen to give
up raiding their peaceful neighbours in British

India T

Agricultural experta might be called in instead of stra-
toegists with a view to remove the evonomio cause of
the frontier unrest, namely, poverty,byplanting frait trees
and simber, improving flocks - and oreating markets for
trade, roads and sohools.™

To this aptly termed economic defence Mr.
Brailsford. suggests that a tenth of the military
expenditure of India mightbs devoted. The pundits
will of course shaga tbei*r heads;

Laboor and
Prontjer Tribes.

THE Indian Community in East
Africa has stood firmly and unani-
mously by the decision of the Exe-
cutive Committee of their Congress. Indian meme
bers have withdrawn from the Legislative and Exe«
cutive Councils and no one has cared to eprol him-
self as & voter, though tha franchise has been ex-
tended to every adult male. This wide franchise
has been conferred on Indians in response to a re-
presentation made by them before the Colonial .
Office came to a deoision in July last. The consider-
ation thusebown in this particular matter is grate-
fully acknowledged by the Secretary of the E. A,
Indian National Congress in his letter to the Colo-
nial Secrstary, but as pointed out by him, this wide
" franchise, being communal and not a common one
for all communities, does not improve the status of
His Majesty's Indian subjects whose main grievance
is that they are given a second class citizenship
in the colopy. This phase of the struggle for

Kenya.
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‘equality of oitizenship has only commenced
now and will have to be kept up for quite a long
time, But if the community be firm and loyal to its

own decisions, it is bound to succeed in the end..

* - *
OUR readers will see elsewhere a
DoublePersonality. gpgach on tha League of Nations
which, it is difficult to believe,
was made by General Smuts. It is conoceived in
a lofty spirit of humanitarianism and piteched in
a high key of eloquence the simplicity and native
vigour of which are apparent. Yet one of the
sinister incidents of the last Septembar session of
the League of Nations Assembly was the contempt
with which General Smuts'sgovernmont treated the
authority of the League in respesot of the Bondel.
zwarts rising which it had put down with barbarous
cruelty. Worshippers of mere sucoess abound in
Britain as elsewhere, and it is amazing how they
bow down in awe before this man of double and
dubious personality, a standiog riddle in human
psychology, who oan mouth sentiments overflow-
ing with the milk of human kindness and at the
same time -stand up for the narrowest oligarchy
and the rigidest colour bar known to the world.
The more one sees of the arrogance and anti-human
spirit of the African whites,the more one thinks it
time for some intrepid missionaries to go and
convert them to some humanizing religion, Chris-

¢ianity for example,
» L *

His Excellency 8ir Leslie Wilson
is to be congratulated on putting
an end to the passive resistance
movement that was started at Borsad against the
collection of the police .punitive tax. It was an
utterly indefensible tax imposed on the absurd
ground that the people had not sufficiently
cooperated with the police in operations against
outlaws and dacoits who had made life and
property insecure in the area. Did the authorities
believe that the people enjoyed outrages at the
hands of the dacoits and that they 'should add
their own exactions to the exactions of the out-
1aws ? The press note issued by the Bombay Gov-
ernment frankly admits that “a case has been
made out for remitting the collection of the extra
charge.” and that “ the past supiness of the peopla

Borsad Folly

generslly has heen due largely to the outrageous

and inhuman methods of some of the well known

dacoit leaders”. What is obvious to the publie
is not the supineness of the people but that of the
police. The press note mentions the partial
failure of rains as an additional reason for
remitting the tax. One wishes that this reason
had not been urged and the Government had
rectified with full grace what was a foolish
mistake. . Y .

.*,27,. power came to them on

Aage for Peychio goconnt of the efficiency of their

Anpalysis. .
' gservice and utter fidelity to great

causés. In the end, authority descended on them ;

&

buﬂ the opportunity of controlling grave issues is ;

nof to be despised and cannot always in honour
be avoided. In politics power carriss perguisites
with it.... which worry (some). I think the
nervousness is based on confusion. For myself
I fail to see how (we) can escape from the exercise
of power if (we) take politics seriously. I agree
... that our boyoott of politics should cease; but
one of the inevitable consequences of that
course will be the (at least oceasional) sucoess of
our policies, and I do not uuder_st%nd how we ocan
honourably refuse to make ourselves responsible
for their legislative and administrative oconse-

| quences.” It would be good fun to have a competi-

tion as to who wrote the above lines: we hazard
the belief that most people in reply would say
that the sentences quoted are from Mr. C. R. Das’
pen; a good many others thight guess Mr. Chinta-
mani or Dr. Besant—but none, surely would even
in their wildest dreams guess the Editor of Young
India| Yet such is the fact and one which will
much interest psycho-analysts, Perhaps we
should add that we have above quoted Mr. George
Joseph not from the columns of Young India, but
from those of the Guardian and that on this ocoa-
sion Mr. Joseph was not slaying wicked Swarajisis
but was disoussing communal politics of his own,
i. e tho Christian, commuuity., Thus do there
dwell two souls in many a breast.... After which

revelation of Mr. Joseph’s subsonscious ego, one is

quite prepared to find him advocate in the same
article communal electorates for Christians, In
opposition to the splendid appeal made by Mr. K. T,
Paul at Bangalore to- his fellow Christians, to
drop sectional ambitions and be sa.ti-sﬁed with
winning, if at all, on their merits and in general
electorates, Then should not Christianity, like
Charity, also begin at home ?
* * *

IN opening the new U. P. Legis-
U.P. Councllnad |ative Council Sir William Marris
announced that Government would

introduce sagrarian legislation which would
improve the relations of landlords and tenants.
Seeing how littie the tenants gained from the
Oudh Rent Act which was passed by the last
Coureil, in whioh the landlords were in a weaker
position than in the present one and the tenants
had most splendid fighters for their cause in the
Liberal members, we are mnot very sanguine
about the good that will be permitted to result
from the proposed legislation. A hopeful outlook
will, howaver, be possible if the Swarajists purseu
a sane polioy and oppose not ali Governmnet
measures indiscriminately. The traunslation of
their professed eolioitude for the welfare of the
masses into action need not be postponed until
complate swaraj is attained. In inviting them to
make the best constitutional use of the power
placed in their hands by the voters, Sir William
Marris reminded them, more with sympathy than
oynicism we should think, that election promises
nowhere in the world were held to be binding, We
believe the view will ultimately commend
itself to the Swarajists, whose leaders have s?own
great skill in effecting ‘strategical retreats —we
mean in the good sense—as was shown by the.wray
in which they recently withdrew the prohibition
that had been laid on the members of the Madras
ind Panjab Councils from taking part generally in
the proceedings.



JANUARY 17,1924.]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

599

~

SOCIALISM AND DEMOCRACY.

Toda.y‘ 8o tke cables assure us, will see the
historic moment when His Majesty will send for
Mr. MacDonald. As we write, Mr. Baldwin is in-
deed stilli Prime Minister, but so little does he
already count, that the News Services have
oeascd mentioning him and instead cougentrate
on telling the world what Mr.J. Ramsay Mac-
Donald has said or writtea or done. Indesd it is a
foregone condition that it is he who will form the
next British Cabinet and that Mr. Baldwin's re=
appearance in the Houte as Promier will be a
mere matter of Jorm. So, sooner than anybody
oould anticipate, the government of the British
Empire is actually passing into the hands of Se-
cialists, into the hands of men who have a definite
plan for ending the chacs existing everywhere
today, whetter nationally or internationally,
economically or politically. It is very necessary
indeed to zrealize, if one would understacd
the position, that Mr. MaocDonald and the British
Labour Party in general are notout to do* Pro.
gressive ” things which the Liberal Party might
have done. The prinoipal guiding thoughf of
Socialists is that publio affairs can and must be
planned and undertaken in the eame scientific
spirit as, for instance, an engineer would plan
and undertake the irrigation of a certain area.
Socialists hold—to continue the mataphor—that
ihe casual rainfall is not enoughfor intensive azri-

eultural operations and that the improvised tubs.

and buckets, put out during thunderstorms io
catch the water from the roof, are ridiculously in-
adequate. The English have had a perfect genius
for improvication, as is notorious: but the antics
of Mr. George, that past-master of opportunism
and makeshift, bave probably done more than
anything else to disillusion the plain average
Englishman and to convinee him, that
after all you can have too much of a
good thing—even of lgisser aller and of mudd-
ling thicugh. The lesson has gone home all the
more, 88 the war was most decidedly not won by
muddling through, but by most rigorons scientific
planning and control, Indeed, until the old happy-
go-lucky style was abundoned ( not voluntarily,
forsooth, but under the hammer strokes of military
defeats | ), the war dragged on endlessly. Only
after the whole nation and most of its activities
had come under social control of a very rigorous
Xkind, had it been possible to -turn the cornsr and
get the better of an enemy, who himself believed
in doings things methodically and scientifically.

Thus it was during the last year or two of
the war that England was for the first time ruled
socialistically : and so successful was the experi-
mont that everybody planned for an after-war
-* Reconstruction  on the same lines, i. e. by
~goordinating Individusl effort and subordinating it
40 a definite scheme, which was to benefit
all the nation. It was in those days that Mr.
{George ooined the phrase of making England a

ocountry fit for heroes to live in: the Sankey Comi-
mission urged the nationalization of the oollieries,
the Haldane Commission that of electrical super-
power-stations; Dr, Addison wor ked out his scheme
for building a million new houses; Mr, Fisher that
of extending education all round. Railways and
Shipping were under a Government Board; Im-
ports and Exports wern rationally controlled and
nationally financed. The old private enterprise
of a ~apitalist regime had hopelessly broken down
in 1914 and seemed past redemption. But no
Booner was the war ended, than the hard-faced
men who had done rather well out of the war, gain-
od once more the upper hand. If the transition
stage from war to peace was not altogether satis-
factory, it waas, so they argued, beoause there was
too much Government oontrol and ‘interference”.
Only remove that, and the millenium would dawn,
with an England fit for herces in its wake. So
one Control Board after another was sorapped; as
demanded by a propagandist campaign of quite ex-
ceptional.virulence and mendaocity. But this re-
turn to “normaloy”, to use a word beloved by the
late President Harding, by no means achieved
what its protagonists had promised. On the cone
trary, as the appalling ineptitude and wickedness
of the Versaillea Treaty began to work itsslf out,
not only did no “reconstruotion’® fit for heroes
materialize, but the shortlived boom which
had made the first year or two of ‘ peace”
at least tolerable for the victors, only too
soon turned into an ever deepening slump, whioh
gradually engulfed victorsand vanquished alike
in ever widening cirocles of unemployment, under-
employment and under-payment. Mr. George’s
brave words were soon found out to be but facile
promises not meant for and incapable of  fulfil
ment. When, utterly discredited and bankrupt,
he at last fell, the helm passed into the hands first
of Mr. Law and latterly Mr, Baldwin, neither of
whom however had more than a miost hazy notion
of any destination towards which the ship of Statd
was to be steered, beyond that of hoping somehow
to get out of the treacherous sea in which they
found themselves, beset on every side by rocks and
sand banks and whirlpools,

It ia out of this mentality of rebellion against

| everlasting drifting, that Mr. Baldwin clutched at

the" first plan that was suggested to him-—-viz.
Protection. He was prepared to make for a de-
finite port—but unfortunately for him the people
of England, anxious as they were to get some-
whoere, most decidediy refused to be taken to the
Promised Land of Protection, and thus the com-
mand is about to pass to another skipper, Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald, But it would be a mistake to
think that the latter's task will consist merely
in heading onoe more for a policy of governmental
control, as prevailed during wartime. That indeed
is utterly impossible~—and that for two freasons. '
The first is that during the war the whole nation
was swayed by one emotion, so strong as tobe able
to override and suspend all others, viz, fear, Fears
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ing to lose the war, fearing a German invasion
and conquest, fearing undefined but all the more
fearsome horrors under German domination, the
English nation was ready to sacrifice everything,
life, the most ancient of its liberties, comfort itself
(we grade these three items as the average English-
man unconsociously ranks them)—if only it could
thereby be saved from the German peril. To-day,
with the war psychosis gone, there is no such
overriding emotion left in the nation and the old
English wish to be left alone has once more be-
come uppermost, But there is also a second rea-
son. If Lebour had an overwhelming, had at
least an absolute majority in the House of Com-
mons, a full blown Socialist programme could con-
oeivably be imposed on the nation, even if 497 of
it were opposed to it. But Mr. MacDonald, so far
from having out of a total of 615 members at least
308 followers in the House, has no more than 192.
- The votes cast reveal that of the voters of Great
Britain only 327, are Labour, whilst 387, are Con-
sorvatives and 3)% Liberals. Hence even if Socia-
lists wished to impose their will, they would be un-
able to do so, short of revolutionary ‘direct action’.
This makes the situation so doubly imporfant &
one. For elsewhera too in the world'there are gov-
ernments in. power who have a clear cut plan,
whose policy is merely the expression of definitely
held principles : but there, it is by non-parliament-
ary action that such governments have come into
power—witness Russia, Italy, Spain. The British
Labour Party on the other hand comes into power
legitimately, constitutionally, naturally. And be-
ing British, there is not even a remote chance of
it deviating from that polioy, once it is in power.
It will refuses to compel, knowing full well, that
though you may perphaps compel Russians and
Spaniards, it certainly would be & superhuman task
to gain English eonsent by compulsion, It will have
to persuade; and, England being heartily sick of
the futility of muddlers through as demonstrated
during these last five years, is quite ready fo try
the Socialist plan—cautiously, It is ready for a
first step ; and having seen how that works, will, if
it works well, be quite ready for a second step.
Mr. MaoDonald himself wants nothing better than
a first step—provided it is in the right direction.
These first stops he will be able to, take, because
the Liberals cannot afford to -thwart him in this:
seeing that the first step means dealing with Un.
employment and straightening out internationsal
tangles. The second step will come with the Bud-

got : and if the first step taken is, as one hopes, one -

whioh will prove its soundness by its very success,
praventing Mr. MacDonald from taking the
gooond will be a hard matter to explain fo
the electors. Nobody in ZFEngland wants
another early election : no Liberal Party can go to
the country with the charge against them of hav-
ing forced on .a fresh eleotion and having foroced
it on over a progressive measure. If the country
is against such further progressive step, it will cer~
tainly vote for the Tory who uncompr?misingly

has stood out against Labour from the first ; if the
country is for i, it will certainly return Labourin
redoubled numbers. In any case the Liberal Party
will be nowhere. Hence it seems to us an extraor- ,
dinary misconopption to eay that the Labour
Party will be in office, but not in power ; reiterate
the Liberals that mantram ever 8o often, as they
do in their journals.

No, if wo are to ba rash enough to prophesy, we

‘would say that the Labour Party is in for quite &

long spell, both of office and of power. It will
necessarily exercise both by Rersuading their
opponents and by justifying their poli-
cies by the immediate success of their first
ateps, After all, it is not very difficult to do better
than Mr. George, Mr. Law or Mr. Baldwin, isit!
Thus, one has every hope, democratic institutions
will onoe more win through in England: snd, if
there triumphantly vindicated at such an hour as
this, Democracy will indeed have dealt a fatal

. blow to Fascism, which everywhere is ever more

threateningly rearing its head. And if there isone
reason more than any other that makes one

‘confident that the cause of democracy is eafe in

the keeping of the Eaglish people, it is the faot
that, though tha Rothermere-Beaverbrook Press,
which has & practical monopoly of the popular
press, has roared, though day in and day out it has
carried on its poisonous propaganda—yet tho last
election has proved conolusively that it is unable
to turn the head of its readers, who seem to go fo
it only for its news on matlers of sport, divorce
court and general sensational lit-bits, but who ap-
i)arently treat its political opinions with the utter
contempt they deserve. And eo, varying the
egregious Lord Rothermere’'s favourite phrass, wo

would say:
“ Pats off to England | *

THE HYDERAB \D ADMINISTRATION.

Hyderabad has recently attracted much publis
attention on account of its exclusion of some well-
known Indian newspapers and also the revival of
its agitation for the retrocession of Barar. At such
a time one natursally weloomes every opportunity
that enables ome to form a oorrect idea of the
administration of the State. Suoch an opportunity
is now given us by the publioation of the adminis.
tration report for Fasld 1331, which corresponds
to the period, 6th Oat ber 1921 £ 5th Octobar 1922,
It is true that only s second hand opinion is
possible from & report aad that what looks quite
well on paper may not be working half so well
in practice. Navertasleis, an opinion based onm
facts and figures is viry muoh more reliable than
the impression oreated in ona’s miad solely by
reported acts of Intolerenca and high-handadness,;
In that light, we may sy at once hera thaf, judg=
ing from the report undr review, the administra~

tion of Hyderabad appears to be more progressive

than we had thought it to be. An adequate cumber
of departments has beea oreated, the expenditure



JANUARY 17, 1924.]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

601

incurred on the more important ones tmorg
them can stand ccmperison with the experdifure
incurred om corresponding departments in British
India, and a progressive spirit is at work'in all of
them. But of' this more later on. Here we
should eey that tbhe report is pot as full as one
. would like it to be. Undermany depariments the
informaticn given is foo meagre. Even such an
important thing as a tabulated statement of the
income and expenditure of the State is not given.
For essential information like area, population,
form of administration, ete, the reader is referred
to a 1eport issued nearly ten years sgo. It would
be very much mbre helpful if such essential in-
formation wes given in every administration
report, either in the body or as an sppendix. In
these respects the reports of Barods, Travancore,
Cocbin and some other States are ccmmendsble,

The report gives prominence to three reforms
that were carried out during the year. The most
importsnt of them was tlhe separation of judicial
from executive functions. The principle of this
reform bad been approved in the previous year
but & scheme giving effect to it was sanectioned
and put in operation in the year under report. It
resulled in & decreare of no less ‘than 92 courts,
from 264 ( including revenue courts ) to 172.
Regardicg the working of the scheme, one is glad
to read the Chief Justice’s enthusiastic remarks:

“I can this day say with confidence that the scheme has

succeeded beyond my expectations. It bhas already worked
for an appreciable pericd and the most critical stage of
trial has passed away. Every day the prospects of success
are brighter. In the course of my tours I probed the
public mind as weil. I believe that I echo the sentiment
of the public mird at large when I say that they are hap-
pier under the new system and that the Government has
secured more confidence in the publio mind—an asset the
value of which can never be too much exaggerated.”
We hope this responsible opinion and the ex-
perience of Mysore will not be lost on the authori-
ties in British India. .Another reform to which
prominence is justly given in the report is the
making of primary education free throughout the
State. The third reform is financial in nature, by
which the various departments are assured of a
definite income for at least three years and enabled
. to earry out & programme of development, Be-
gides the separation of judicial functions from exe.
cutive ones, other reforms have been introdueced in
the administration of justice, whereby has resulted
a notable decreace in the duration of cases~from
316 to 188 days in civil cases and 48 to 35 in cori-
minal ones. A very satigfactory feature of the
year was the increase of expenditure on education
from Rs. 44 lakhs to Rs. 59 lakhs, or by 35 per cent.
Similarly there was a notable increase in expen-
diture on justice, police and medical relief, includ.
ing the Yunani department, while there was a de~
orease in the expenditure on the military.

These features are satisfatory. But there are
others of which the same thing cannot be said.
‘The departments of agriculture, industries and

sanitation, g0 important for the economioc develop-

- ¢

ment of the state, appear to be atarved and to.
have only a nominal existence. While the .
neighbouring British administration of the C. P,

and Berar, sirikingly eimilar to the Nizam's
dominion in sarea, population, nature of the soil

and revenue—and by no means considered an

advanced province acoording to British Indian

standards— spent in 1919-20 on ite agrioultural

department nearly Re. 11 lakks and on sanitation

more than Rs. 5lakhe, the Nizem's Government
spent in the year under report less than alakh

of (Hyderabad) rupees on each of these depart-
ments |

In the matter of education, in spite of the-
recent inorease in expenditure and the rendering
of primary education free, Hyderabad is much’
behind even the C. P. and Berar. {(The figures for
Hyderabad are for 1921-22 and those for British.
provinces for 1919-20.) The total number of
pupils under instruction in Hyderabad was about
214 lakhs while in the C. P. and Berar it was
314 lakhs. This gives a proportion of about 18 per
1000 of the population for the former and 25 for the
latter. Compare this with 42 for Madras, 43 for
Bengal, 45 for Bombay and 47 for Coorg and Burma.
The following tabularetatement reveals other diffe.
rences betwaen Hyderabad and the C. P. and
Berar: 4

' Hyderabad C.P. & Berar

No. of Colleges ( Arts ) 2 4

College students (Arts) 488 957

High schools ( English ) 15 43

Po. ( Vernacular) 11

Middle schools { English ) 159
Do. { Vernacular) 91 297

Total number of students}

in high and middle sohools ) 32,906 65,671

Normal schools ( males ) 3 15

Teachers (males) under training 200 1338

In the majter of girls’ education Hyderabad is in
advance of its neighbour in some respects, The
total number of institutions was 781 and the
number of pupils 36,000 against 383 and 22,000 in
the latter. There were also more mistresses
undergoing training in Hyderabad than in the
C. P. and Berar. This advantage, however, is only
in respect of primary schools. In secondary
education the advantage is on the side of the C. P.
and Berar, which had 9 high schools and 48 middle
schools against 5 and 14 respectively in Hyderabad.
The departme ntal institutions appear to be run on
very cosily lines, whilst otber institutions do not
appear to be given suitable assistance. Taking
primary schools, we find that on 720 Government
schools a sum of Ra. 13.25 lakhe was spent or
nearly Re. 2000 per school, But the expenditure
inocurred on 2337 local board sohools was less than
Rs.2.75 lakhs, or a little over Rs. 100 per school.
Most of these schools perhaps have only a nominal
existence, If Hyderabad adopted the Madras
systein of encouraging private institutions by
liberal grants in aid, we think that not only wi}l
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sducation spread rapidiy but the best combination
of efficiency and economy will result. No men-
tion is made of any special effort for the education
of backward or depressd classes, Surely, it is not
that such olasses do not exist in the State ?

Local self-government ia utterly undeveloped
in Hyderabad, The administration report speaks
of only one municipality, that of Hyderabad City.
Its income during the year under report was Rs.
834 lakhs of which the State contributed Rs. 5lakhs
and the residents only Rs, 3.34 lakhs—an amount
which is ridiculously inadequate for a population
of half a million, They seem to be an extramely
lucky lot in Hyderabad, with Government doing
them all services at little or no cost to them. They

pay no water or scavenger tax | One becomes pain-
fully consoious that the glory and comfort of the'

capital are built on the misery and equalor of the
villages. This is true not only of Hyderabad but of
most Indian States. The rate-payers of Hyderabad
were running seven municipal schools, but in the
year under report abolished all of them! Many
municipalities in British India with a third or
forth of the population of Hyderabad raise and
spend a8 much as ten lakhs of rupees, In distriet
and divisional towna of Hyderabad, municipalities
have no independent existence; they are included
in district boards. Compare this with tha C.P. and
Berar, where there were in 1919-20 no fewer than 59
municipalities, with an annual income of Rs, 45
lakhs, the rate-payers’ contribution being Rs. 2.8
per kead. There were 15 district and 103 taluka
boards“in Hyderabad, but their total income was
Rs. 23.31 lakhs, while the expenditure was only
Re. 17.67 lakhs, the amount spent on eduoation be-
ing Rs. 3.5 lakhs. In the C. P. and Berar, on the
«other hand, 103 local boards raised as much ag Ras.
67.5 lakhs and spent on education no less than Ras,
20 lakhs., As there can be no development of poli.
tical oapacity in the people without an adeguate
growth of self-governing institutions, weshope His
Exalted Highness's Government will give its ear-
nest attention to the development of munioipali-
ties and local boards, In this connection we wish
. to draw its attention to the complaint of Hydera-
bad subjects recently made at Cocanada at a publio
meeting that no effeot had yot been given to the
announcement made three yoars ago by Firman
that the Legislative Council and the elected ele-
ment therein would be enlarged and other far-
reaching reforms initiated.

COMPULSORY MILITARY TRAINING
IN COLLEGES.

ONE part of the resolution passed by the last .

National Liberal Federation at Poona advooated
the compulsory military training of all students
in 6olleges. Such a proposal is likely perhaps to
be considered too extreme, even if it is not definite-
ly opposed by many as antogonistio to many our-
rent ideas about non-viclence or the League of
Nations, I have for several yea.rs.been of opinion

that such training wxll be of the utmost value
both in the wide interests of the cougytry and in.
the narrower intereats of educational advanogee
ment and I propose in this place to emphnsue the
advantages of this refarm. . '
First as regards the national military queae
tion. The Governmant have been very halting in
their progress towards the Indianisation of the
official ranks of the army, The few measures
that they have taken do not meet the demand at
all. Infact they amount to taking up six cadets
for Sandhurst every six months, to starting a pre-
paratory school for such candidates at. Dahra
Dun and to indianising completely eight unite.
For the 1ast four or five years a fow young men
have been selested for Sandhurst. Buteven these
bave not all materialised as officers. The feld of

-selection is to limited in its scope that suitable

young men are difficult to obtain satisfying ail
the required conditions, and the actus! cadots
sent out have often failed to ‘come successfully
through Sandhurst. The candidates must eome from
high families or their parents must have done great
military service and they must be able to spend a
large amount in order to go to England. The
selected candidates are not therefore the best pos-
sible young men that oan be obtained. Perhaps
even more parlous is the position with regard to
the Dehra Dun institution, The boys have to be
sent to it at such an early age and the expense is
comparatively so great and the fisld of selection
8o limited that & proper supply of boys is not avail-
able. The very principle of such an institution
is open to objegtion. The officers that we want

‘should have imbibed the ordinary ideas of an In-

dian, and that can be done only if they hava been
educated in the earlier years along with other
young men of similar age and olass. We may
have a better class of ordinary schosls in which
the boys will be more efficiently educated, but the
country does not want -its army to be officered by
men who have been cuf off from their fellows
since the age of eloven. The success of the Indi-
anisation scheme in the ecase of eight units
depends upon a propar supply of officars and the
action faken by Government so far is both inade-
quate and on wrong lines.

The one and only way is to interest our
young men in matters relating to military and
naval affairs. Af present these seam so foreign to
the temperament of our young mean that a military
or a naval career-appears to them like a leap into
the unknown. Strange ideas are formed about it
They think that every officer will have to shoot
down their own countrymen or they are thems-
salves to ba shot down on the frontier. Of course
& man ohoosing such a career must be prepared
to do his duty to his King and to his country
under every risk and in every ‘eventuality, and I
refuse to believe that our young moan will not ba
quite as prepared to do it as the young men in
other countries are'always found to do. But the
bugbear of the unknown must be effectively laid
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.onoe for all and this oan only be done by familiaris™
ing them with at least elementary ideas on such
matters. If the young men in our colleges, which
would naturally form a suitable recruiting ground
for officers on account of the eduocation and social
position of their students, are given somea- mili-
tary training we should no longer have any diffi-
culty in getting proper recruits., Soms of them
may find that a military careor suits them better
‘than any other career. The advantage in having
a large numbar of educated young men familiaris-
od with ideas gbout the ‘defence of our country
and ready after some litile further training to
answoar the call in a large national emergenoy is
-obvious in thece days of nations in arms. Even
the professional politician will speak with more
restraint and better knowledge of affairs, if in his
younger days he knows something about these
-quastions. A visit of inspections over our frontier
like the one organised for our legislators two years
ago would have been far more fraitful if thesa
legislators did not go to their inspections with
their minds absolutely blank and their tongues
repeating well-worn platitudes. There will ba as
€reat an intarest taken in our military and naval
-questions asisnow taken in the questions of tarifly,
indianisation of services, education or even agri-
-oulture. Even from the point of view of Governmeant
muchinerestcanbe stimulated in ita military polioy
and intelligent criticism can be effectively mst
when thers is a good case on its side. During the
-great war it might have bosen observed that Indians
took only a languid interest in the progress of the
various campaigns.'T attribute this languidity ia a
great measure to the ignorance of the educatsd
classes on these topiecs. When the supreme effort
was mide to stimilate recraitment in 1918, many
.an Indian recruiter was asked questions which he
was inoapable of answering. If the ocommon
people were told that they would have their own
educated men serving in the field as officers and
facing thesamae or even greatar dangers, I am sura
that recruitment would have bsen even mora ex.
tonsiva than it was, Who knows that another
-call may-not suddenly come when we shall have {0
defend our own hearths and homes ? -

As an edacationist I look upon the educa-
‘tional effact of a military training on our young
men as even more important and certainly more
immediate. It has ofted” been remarked that the

sense of discipline id not a strong featura of our-

youth. The readiness to obey without question is
.often absent ; nor is thera prasent the correspond-
ing readiness to assume responsibility and ocarry
a thing through in epite of difficulties. If I may
so put it, the legal habit of over-refinement, of
finesse, of dilatoriness, of taking advantage of ex-
-oeptions and of considering a plausible exouse for
not doing anything as equivalent to, or even bstter
than, actually doing it, appears to be strongly de-
veloped, A military training will provide a suitable
.antidote to this legal bent of mind which in its
proper place and to a suitable amount is all to be

(]

desired. How often do we find in our schools
and oolleges disputes and quarrels arise over trifles,
parties formed on mere personal grounds and the
goneral intorast of the institution ifself go to the
wall ¢ Doea not this state of things continue even
after the school or oollege carser is over and our
young men go out in the wide world ? What do we
see in our political life, but a eontinual lack of
discipline, eternal wrangling ovar the unessential
and a weak submission over the essantial, disputes
over words and rapeated patohinga of hollow truces?
I wish to sse military training made an integral
part of our education in order to remedy this defact
which I ses aver growing. I have great faith in
the capacities of our young men, but thosa im
authority must bring them out. I am convinced
that the atep I propose will have great results im
this dirsction. - ‘

Then again there is tobe considered the bene=
ficial offaot that a military training willhave direct.
ly on the physique of our young man and indireot-
ly on their character. It has been often remarked.
that our young men are bacoming too easy going
and ara averse to take physical trouble. While
there are many romarkabl’ excaptions, I beliave
there is some truth in this remark. Consider what
a small percentage takes enthusiastic part in
games, If some play them, moat of them do so
languidly, always economising physical effort.
Loox at a Hindu team fielding in a oricket match,
and compare it with a team of Eaglish boys, anﬁ
you will ses an immediate differancs. The one .
thinks, or shows that it thinks, that a run or two
given away by slack fielding does not very muoch
matter, while the other will turn out of the team nny
player who spares himaself in the field. Look at a
a party of our young men walking in the street
You do not see the joie ds vivre which is a charae
oteristio of young men in other countries, Ses how
often the higher authorities have to decide on
wroetched matters of insults which elsewhere would
have been sattled by a small bout of fistiouffs and
by the disputants bacoming fast friends ever afters
wards. I do not advooate the excessive horseplay
one reads of in connection with some English
gchools, But it is atleast mora healthy to ses the
bully receive his dus reward at the handsof his
fellows than be punished by the haad of the lnstitu-
tion, The same deficienoy in physical vigour ia
seon elsewhera. A walk of aight or ten milesis a
surprising feat for our young men; a walk of fifty-
fiva miles in one day from Cambridge to London
with only two panca in his pocket which I saw a
friond of mine take for the mers fun of the
thing would ba absolutely incredibla t> tham, They -
would ride in & tram or tate a tonga to save a
walk of a mile if they can afford to do so. This
economy of physical energy isnot for the purpose
of transformiog it into intellectual energy and
hard study. Even their studies do not ashow
the vigour which we have seen wanting in their
physical aports, They do not engage wholeheart=
edly even in hobbies whioh to many an Eaglish
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sAtudent form the salt of his existence, The large
majority neither study zealously norplay zealously.
Lolling on an easy chair or on the ground leaning
on their rolled bed ie their ueual pbysical attitude,
as passing their eyes mechanically over a
book with their mind busy over anything but
its subject matter is their intellectual attitude.
The one thing in which they take interestis
small talk with their fellows about nothing
in particular and everything in general. The only
carcer they appear tobe preparing for is a clerkship
in which the work' is merely mechanical and
neither physical nor mental energy is very much
nsed. .

Then again there is growing up among our
young men s false sense of dignity and, when
they can afford it,a habit of useless-or unnecessary
extravagance, (oing personally to the market to
buy provisions for their college messes is suppos-
od to be infra dig. and everything is left to their
oooks, causing needless expense, corruption and
inconvenience. Carrying a handbag from the
railway carriage to the tonga now-a-days requires
e porter. On the other hand, the veriest beginner

at tennis requires a racket of fifty rupees. Rubber -

soled tennis choes, flanhel trousers and sitk muff-
lers are common but the average student plays no
better than his father who twentyfive years ago
played with a sialkote racket costing two rupees
and a half, barefooted and wearing a dhotar and
a simple sadra. A few can afford these expensive
thinge; a large number cannof, but still it has be-
come the fashion. The result is that a college
life has become too expensive and the parents
have to pinch themselves hard to put their sons
through such a course. A few days' military
in the camp will soon put an end to some of these
jdeas; in apy case it will accustom the young
men to work for themselves and to get out of this
false sense of dignity. It will teach them to bear
the inevitable roughness of the camp. A march
of ten miles even in the hot sun will lose all its
terrors. QOur young men will become all the better
physitsally, intellectually and morally, if they are
required to undergo a strenuous course of military
training and their efficiency will be vastly in-
oreased for the work that lies before them,

It may be said that I have exaggerated some
of the defects, and perhaps I have done some
jnjustice to those who seek tec obtain education
under every conceivable difficulty, - But the type
that I have attempted to portray is the normal
type and it is this that I wish to reform. Publio

. opinion is 8 very strong force among young men
and boys, and they are dreadfully afraid of doing
anything that is not the prevailing fashion. If
one is required to go to the market to buy vege.
tables he should not be ashamed, as he now is, to
carry the parcel in his hand, but ehould walk erect
with it with no such idea in his mind. A military
training for all will give & healthy tone to this
incipient feeling of false ‘shame. Regularity and

punctuslity, which are now conspicuous by their

-

- absence, will become habits of mind when strict

military rules have to be observed. !

The need for this step is growing mere and
more insistent as our young men in colleges and
echools are getting more and more urbanised.
Some years ago most of those came from villages
and had been used to the rough and ready ways of
village life. They were accustomed to walk as
the only possible alternative was the uncomfort-
able bullock cart. Such amenities as the cinema
or the teashop were not in villages. But now an
educated man hardly returne to his village and
makes his home permanently in & town. His-
children grow up as mere fown people. They
almost forget that there are villages in India.’
The advantages of an intimate contsct with vil~
lage life ate not theirs and some substitute is -
required. Sports and games may provide it to
a certain extent, but a military training in addi- -
tion will do them a vast amount of good. It is’
for thece reasons that I advoeate . this and trust.
that thoughtful reople will agitate for its intro-
duction as a permanent feature of our education-
al system.

R. P. PARANJPYE.

MINUTE OF VISIT TO MR. GANDHL

I was called suddenly to the Sassoon Hospital
yester-night (21-1-24) to see Mahatma: Gandhi.
Tn view of the profound interest that the matter-
would have for the public I venture to make the
following detdiled statement.

Dr. V. B, Gokhale came to me about8-45 p. m..
just as I was finishing my dinner and told me how
the Yerawada aithorities had removed Mr.
Gandhi to the Sassoon Hospital where he was in’
charge. He was about to be operated on for
appendicitis. As the case was geriouns the patient
had been asked whether he would like any doctor
friends of his to be sent for. He had mentioned -
Dr. Dalal of Bombay and Dr. Jeevraj Mehta who-
was in Baroda. Both had been wired to, and
attempts had been made but in vain to get at Dr.
Dalal by means of the phone. Meanwhile, in view
of the patient’s temperature snd puise, ithad been
decided to perform the operation immediately, and
he was asked whether he wouid like to have any
friends brought to see him, He mentined me, Dr.
Phatak ( of the non-cc-cperation party ) and Mr.
N. C. Kelkar. Dr. Gokbeale snd I started at once
and took Dr. Phatak on the way, Mr. Kaolkar
being away st Satara. On my entering the room
we greeted each other and T enguired how he
felt as to the operation. He answered firmly that
the doctors had come to a definite conclusion and
be was content to abide by it, and in reply-
to further inquiry he said that he had full con-
fdence in the medical men about him and that
they had been very kind and very careful.
Should there arise any public agitation, he added,
then it should be made knowa that he had no

complaint whatever to make against the suthor
. .

1
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ities and that so far as the care of his body went
$heir treatment left nothingto be desired. Then
I enquired if Mrs. Gandhihad been informed of his
-oondition. He said that she did not know the latest
-development but that she knew that for some time
he had not been well and he expected to hear
from her. He then made enquiries of my wife
and of my colleagues in the Servants of India
-8oociety, Messrs, Devadhar, Joshi, Patwardhan
and Kunzru, “ Have your frequent journeys out of
India benefited your health ?', he enquired. Dr.
Phatak then read a draft statement to be signed
by Mr. Gandhi ‘conveying his consent to the opera-
tion. After hearing it once Mr. Gandhi put on his
-spectacles and read it himself. Then he said he
would like the wording changed and asked Col.
Maddock who was in the room what he thought.
"The Colonel said Mr, Gandhi knew best how to
put it in appropriate lanzuage; his own suggestion
would not be of much value. Then he dictated a
“longish statement which I took down in penecil.
It was addressed to Col. Maddock who was to
perform the. operation. Tha letter acknowledged
-the excecding kindness and attention which he
had received from Col. Maddook, the Surgeon-Gen-
-eral and other medical officers and attendants. It
proceeded to thank Government for consideration
in allowing him %o send for his own doctors, but as
"they could not be got in spite of the best attempts
made by Col. Maddock, and as delay would in the
~opinion of the Colonel iavolve serious risk, he
-requested him to perform the operation at once.
When it was finished I read it out to him
once. Then he called Col. Maddoek to his side
-and I read it again at his desire. Col. Maddock
~was quite satiefied and remarked, “Of course you
fnow best how to put it in proper language”. He
then drew up his knees in posture for signing the
rpaper which he did in pencil. His hand shook
wery much and I noticed that he did not dot the
““i” at the end. He remarked to the doctor, *See
how my hand trembles. You will have fo put this
right.” Col. Maddock answered, “O, we will put

tons and tons of strength into you.” As the opera--

~tion room was being got ready, the doctors went
.out and I found myself nearly alone with the
"Mahatma, After a remark or two of a pursly perso-
-nal nature I asked him whether he had anything
particular to say. I noticed a touch of eagerness
-as he replied as tbough he was waiting for an op-
-portunity to say something. “If there is an agi-
tation™ he said, “for my release after this opera-
tion, which I do not wish, let it be on proper lines,
My quarrel with Government is there and) will
.gontinue so long a8 the originating ocauses exist.
~Of course there can't be any conditions. If
Government think they have kept me long enough,
they may let me go——tbat would be honourablae.
If they think I am an innccent man and)that my
motives have been good, that while T have a deep
~quarrel with Government I love Englishmen and
have many friends among thom, they may release
qane. But it must not be on false lssues. Any

agitation must be kept on proper nonviolent lines.
Perhaps I have not expressed myself quite well, but

- youhad betterput it in your own inimitable style;”

I mentioned the motions of which notice had
been given in the Assembly and added that though
Government might in other ciroumstances have
opposed them I expeocted that they would take a
diferent line. Y then pressed him again fora
message to his people, hie followars or the country.
He was surprisingly firm on this subject. He
said he was a prisoner of Government and he
must observe the prisoner’s code of honour serupu-
lously. He was supposed to be eivilly dead. He
had no knowledge of outside events and he oould
not have anything to do with the publio: he had
no message. ° How is it then that Mr. Mahomed
Ali communioated a message as from you the
other day ?" The words wera soarcély out of my
mouth, when I regretted them. But recall was
impossible. He was obviously astonished at my
question and exclaimed, “Mr. Mahomed Ali? A
message from me?” Luckily at this point the
nurse oame in with some articles of apparel for
him and signalled to mo to depart. In a few
minutes he was shifted to the operation room. I
sat outside marvelling at the exhibition I had
witnessed of high-mindedness, forgiveness,
chivalry and love, transcending ordinary human
nature, and what a meroy it was that the non-co~
operation movement should have had & leader
of such gerene vision and sensitiveness to honour.
The Surgeon-General and the Inspector-General
of Prisons were also there. I could see from
their faces how anxious they were atihe tremen-
dous responsibility that lay on them. They said
that the patient had borne. the operation very well
indeed, that some pus had come out and that it
was a matter for congratulation that the opera-
gion had not been delayed any longer. The pati-
ent had had morphia and was expected to sleep
goundly for some time longer when we dispersed.

1 learnt from the doctor this morning that the
patient’s condition was thoroughly satisfactory,

1 have read out this statement to Dr. Phatak
who approves of it and adds that his inquiry as
to a message elicited the same sort of answer.

V. 8. S?INI,VABAN.

MISCELLANEOQUS,

GENERAL SMUTS ON THE LEAGUE «

OF NATIONS, |

QENERAL Smuts made the following spesch at & Leagne
of Nations banquet in London Qotober last:— -

« « « Many ainocere friends of the League think that the
League should have Intervened more aotively in this orisis.
Somewhat earlier they thought the League should have in-
tervened in the Ruhr.business. Btill earlier they thought the
League should have intervened in the Reparation business. My .
own opinion is that the League had kept wisely out of these
dangerous issues, Do not let us, in our authusiasm for the
League, overrate lts present position and power. The League
{s still but a ohlld, and it has powerful enemies. * A child
has bzen born unto us,  who in the fulness of time will grow
up to lead the nations in the paths of peace and righteousnosss
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" 'Herod tried to kill the ' other still greater Child, and ita
parents had to flee with it into Kgypt. Now, too, there are
Herods abont. Europe et present is full ef thers. And in
the case of danger I would prefer the flight to Kgypt in order
to preserve the praoious life of the ohild for the future. Hia-
tory is moving at a fearful pace, and soon, very soom, the
Loeague mey be the only rallyiog point left for a dittracted
world, and even its enemies may come to welcome ita active
intervontion, Then the League will come into its own, and
become representative of all the nationt and not merely of
the majority, of them. That day may be near, but it is ‘notyes
{ Hear, hoar. ) ] :

o . UNFAITHFUL NATIONS.

Turning to the fundamental ideas for the jnternational
world order of the future which people cherished on the con.
olusion of the war and the waking of peace, the atked : What
has become of those principles for which the great price was
paid? The exaltation has gone, tbe moral idealism has dis-
appeared beofore a hard, cynical reelism. Our promises to our
people, our vows to God,our sacred obligationsto the dead—shey
are all forgotteg. Vilna, the Rubr, Corfu; they atand written
in flaming letters mcross the skies of our hopes and ideals
for the future. There is not & principle:of the Covenant which
has not been violated and trampled under foot.

The nations have not been true to their word ; they have
not been faithful to the work of their dead. And we see the re-
sults all around us. The reaction is upon us. The lessons of
the war are forgottem. Force is being applied in an inhuman
way agairst the weak, the unarmed, the defenceless. The
honour and self-respeoct of other nations are not consider-
ed. There is a hard, callous, brutal selfishness in interna-
tional affaire which is almost unbelievable. Everywhere there
is a denial of the human spirit, everywhere a contempt for

the spirit of humanity. No wonder Eurcpe is failing and
all human levels are sinkinrg. Just as in August, J914, we

seem once more to be plunging into a dark nighi and the

outoome of the new adventure is hid from everyone but
God. (Hear, hear.)

b “To Nor PE DOWNHEARTED."

Lot us not be downhearted. I notice everywhere to-
day 8 despondency, & gloom born of the dipappointment of
all our great hopes of yesterday. The League appears im-
rotent to cope with the raging international chaos.
evil epirit which we went )into the war to slay
gosms rampant everywhere to-day. There is universal
unrest and unsettlement, there is universal suffering, and
_there is the prospect of unewployment, huprger, and famine in
the near future emough to appal the stoutest heart. And yet
I hiave the conviction that out of &l! this evil good will oome,

QOur victory wae not enough. The pease made by ouraselves
in the momens of victory was not enough. The great moral

oauses of bhumanity have not been born in vietory, but in

defeat. And we are all being defeated to-day. That is the
inner significance of the grave events through which we are
passing.

There can be no lasting werld order on the basis of in-
equality amopg the nations, on the basis- of vietorious and

vanquished nations. Our League, toc, must be purged of that .

invidious distinotion. We must all be equalised and schooled
in the eame sorrows and sufferings in order that 80 we may
#learn that high respect for each other, that reverence fgr
the buman in all of us, as individuals and as nations, with-
out which neither social nor international institutions can

endure, Only on that basis oan the true human solidarity

arise and the real Lengus or Society of Natlions be fonnded.
{Cheers. ) :

FORCE DEFEATS ITSELF, -

Force always in the end overreaches and defeats itself.
And, it is going to do so now. The battle-gronnd is being trans-
ferred to the forum of publio opinion and the world c¢onsci-
ence. Beyond a_ certain point public opinion begins to react
violently against the pressure of force. The elomentary bu-
man feelings and sympathies ccme into play, and the whole
‘character cf the fight is transformed, That great transfor-

The |

mation is taking place toldey. Amid the marchirgs end
ocounter-marchings of the armies on the present stage in
Furops Iseea vaster army gathering in the dim bgckground.
Apndin it I see the faces of the millions of our yourg men
who died that the world might live. Letus not lose heart

‘We have been losing ground badly since the writlng of the

covenant tut the great reinforcements are coming. Ged's
army-is also on the march. { Cheers. )

Perhsps things hed to cone to the drezdful pass in which
Europe finds itself to-day before the change for the beatter
oounld take place. The great causes move forward by their ownr-
inner mecmentum, and often in the darkest hour when the sira
in hesbeccme urbesratle, they tre: kthrough to their viotorie
ous birth. The great opportunity for the League will come
when public :opinicn has asserted itself ans becomes a resality
in the relations of the nations, With the swift movement
of events now taking place that opportunity ‘msy ocome
sooner then most of us think. Let:us be ready forit.
{ Hoar, hear. )

Lot us always remember that what we are aiming at is
not merely the removal of the present troubles. Our attitude
is not merely negative, it is positive. We stand for a new
order of things, the general lines of which are written down in
the Covenant. We do not merely wish to see the wounds of-
the nations healed, but to see & great renaissance among the-
nations. And I sincerely believe that if we could now come to
a8 wise settlement about outstanding differences and disputes, .
a new start could be made which will very soon transform the-
whole situation. ’

: BoLSHEVISM AND FASCISM.

-~ The breakdown ofthe old order in the great War has

opened : the way as nevel before in all history for the emer--
gence of new ideas. We have already tried one such idea—I
refer to Bolshevism. It has been tried and found wanting and
by practically universal oonsent the Bol:havist idea is already
being discarded. ‘The opposite idea is now being tried inwhat
{s called Fagoism. Fascism may serve a salutary purpose for-

" the moment in rapidly sweeping away the abuses and excrea-

cences in the administrative machinery of governments. 3Sut
it is not related to the great things; it is a temporary expe-
dient, and it will also pass away. How many other nasional.
and international experiments will yet be sttempted no one
oan say.

The ideal for which we in the League stend belongs to-
quite a different order of idesa. It is no temporary makeshift..
It is the expression of the mott abiding aspiration in the hu--
map mind for the better ordering of the lives of the nations..
(Loud cheera.)

THE INDIAN NATIONAL SOCIAL
CONFERENCE.
_85th SESSION, POONA. -
#9th and 30th Lecember, 1928,

RESOLUTIONS.

L. The Late Sir N. G. Chandawarkar.

That this Conference placeson record -its deep sense of*
the great loss the cause of Ix:rlian Social Reform has suffered:
on account of the rad death of Dr. Bir Narayan Gan?sh
Chandavarkar who, during all bis public career, devoted hime
gelf to the promotion of Sccial Reform among all classes of
people by hia powerful and persuasive eloquence 88 also by

"his pure conduct and life, and who was for pver 20 years the-

General Secratary cf the Indian National Social Confer.anea.
il. Creed of the Social Reform Movement in India.
That this Conference, while welcoming the inc:easaa_

interest in social matters visible all aver the countiry,is of

opinion that the time has now come for defining the oreed of
the Bocial Reform movement in India and oonsiden th_at the-
aim and ideal of this movement ebould be the promotion of
sooial purity:and the basio principles of libe* ty, eqnaht.y and
brotherhood in order to bring about sooi.a.l reconstruction by
doing away with all artificia]l distinetions, based on birth'
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«<ante, oolour, sect or sex and that this ideal should be the
-soreed of th® Sooial Reform movement in India.
151. Social Unification."

That this Conference is atrongly of opinion that the
progress of the country in all direotions depends upon perfeot
harmony and -union among the various communities in India -
who form the bulk of the Indian population and urges upon
the leaders of all the ocommuuities to inculoate into the
minds of the people the spitit of mutual toleration and of
‘give and take’ in .matters, social and -religious, in order to
achieve real social unification.

IV. Abolition of Caste.

That in the opinion of this Confeience the caste system
an it pre\{ails in the Hindn community constitutes a serious
obstacle to the growth of a sonad s3cial, politioal and in-

-dustrial life and a8 such is antagonistic to a true national
unity. This Conference, therefore, welcomeas the efforts
made by various castes to amalgamate the sub-castes but it
urges upon all the Social Reform Associations in the country
Bs also upon individual reformers the necessity of sustained

-endeavours to eonsolgusly adopt and persevers in a course of

- oonduot caleculated eventually to obliterate all oaste distine-
tionn.

V. Removal of Untouchability.

(1) That in the opinion of this COnference untouchability
-of the so-oalled depressed classew is a stigma on cur sooiety
and therafors it very strongly echorts each man and woman
to make an earnest effort to completely remove the same by

~extending to them all civio rights and privileges.

(2) That this Conferenca further appeals to all the
public bodies and institutions maintained on public funds to
throw open their doors fully to the depressecd olasses and
remove all traces of untonchahility.

(3) That 1his Conference congratulates the last Bombay
Legislative Council for passing a resolution resommending
the removal of untouchability from public wells and
Dharmashalas and congratulaies especially Dr. Paranjpye
on hie admirable efforts for uplifting the depressed oclasses
.and removing uutouchability from public achools.

V1. Social Evils.

(1) That this Conference takes this oppnrtunity of
heartily endorsing the action taken by the last Legislative
Assembly in raising the age of cunsent to extra.marital con-
nexion to eightoen years, and instructs its Secrefaries to
forward the oconsidered opinion of this Conferencs to the
hon’ble the Home Member.

(2) That this C)inference weloomes the legislative
smeasures against Prostitution taken in Burma, Bengal and
Bombay, but c¢onsiders that they fall short of tha require-

ments of the situation.

(3) That thia Conference urges the adoption of the
-gereoral principle that to make money out of the. vice of other-
people must bo made a criminal offence, and believes that
such adoption would out at the root not only of Prostitution,
-put likawise of Gambling, Drunkenness, Drug addiction and all
other vices which are now inoreasingly in process of being
-oommercialized.

VIi. Intercaste Marriages.

(1) Thaat this Conference *Places on record its” sense of
thankfalness to Dr. H. 8. Gour for hig stronuons effortsin
sucoessfully piloting the special msarriage bill jthrough the
Legislative Assombly and for having thus secured liberty of

--oonscienco to those who go infor intercasts marriage.

{2) That this Conferencs urges upon the :members of the
new Legislative Assembly to introduce another bill ;for
validating intercaste marriage among Hindus who want to
adhere to the existing Hindu marriage customs and want to
maintain the present religious rites in the celebration of
marriage. ] :

Vill. Widow ‘Remarriage.

That this Conference, while noting with satisfaction
the growing sympathy of the general publio for the cause of
-widow marriage and the inoreasing number of widow
maearriages in some of the castes in which widow marriageis
Prohibited by custom, exproases regret at the faot that the

sotual progress of this oause is very alow and earnestly:
appeals to the edunoated classes togive up theie indifference

and apathy and strongly urges upon the Booial Reformers the

necessity of pushing forward this cause by opening a vigorous
propaganda to remove the wrong potions sbout widow

remarriages and to convinoce the public of the higher ideal’
of the married life.

1X. Abolition of Early Marriage. _

That this Conference is of opinion that the minimum age
of marriage for boys and girls should be respectively 21 and
18 and believes that the time has come to pass legislation
preventiog ohild-marrlages. and therefore wurges social
reformers to educate publis opinion and to agitate for
pecuring suitable legislation to prevent child marriages.

X. Education of Women.

That this Conferenoce records its satisfaction at the
progress which the education of women in thiscountry is
making, though with varying rates in different provinces, and
strongly urges upon the attention of the public, the legisla~
tive bodies and their responsible ministers the need for maks
Ing atrenuous efforts for the spread of education and generai
keowledge among women by means of regular schools, home
clasges, lectures £&c. and has great pleasure in recording its
appreciation of the useful work done by several inatitutions
in this direction.

XI. The Uplitt ot Aboriginals.

This Conference requests all sooial reformers to direot

their attention to the Eocial, economic and eivio upliit of abo-

| riginal forest and gipsy tribes, such as Bhils, Kaliparajs, Gonds,
'%and Santals and start missions for such work.

XI1. Women’s Property Rights.

This Confersuce is of « pinion that the rights: and privile-
ges of women should be enlarged and placed oan a fair and
equitable basis and suggeats the early adoption of legislasive
moasures in that behalf,

XL Direction of Charity.
That this Conference is of opinion that miadirected cha-

rity even shough made in the name of religion is a demoralis-
ing faotor of great serionsness and that public opinion must
therafors, be systematically educated to alter the exist-
ing syatem, the objective of real oharity being equipping the

helpless to carry ou thebattle of lifein a spirit of self-reliance.

The Confarencs is furthsr of opinion that in order to oultivate
gelf-reliance, helpless people who really are the object of cha-
rity, should be tanght domestic industries. It further consi-

ders that measures may be introduced to demand the regular

publication of audited accounts and repo.t of charitable insti-
tutions which are the orsations of charitable trusts. It far-
ther considers that if necessary demand may be mada even-
tually for legislation to this effect.

XiV. Franchise To Women.

This Conference is of opinion that since the removal of
civio or soocial disabilities under which women labour. can
never fully be achieved as lony as they are disfracchised, this
Confarence ie of opinion that suffrage must be extended to
women on the same conditions as to men.

XV, lnfant welfare and Maternity Care.-

This Conference, looking to the present rate of mortality

that prevails amongst the infanta of the country, which is not
only high as compared with that in other civilised countries,
but a great intrinsie loss to the future resources of the coun-
try, and which is attributable to causes which are to a great
extent preventabls, recommends that :—
’ (1) Steps may be taken in each province by the leading
sooial workers, to ewstablish Infant Welfare Centres and
Maternity Clinios at lmportans centres, wich a view to afford
relief and to educats publio opinion on the all importsnt ques-
tions of the proper rearing of infants and very. young children
and of maternity care;

(2) Bteps may be taken to organise the work of traicing
suitable women saa midewives and nurses at the more impor-
tant. hospitals in each province so as o bring trained assis
stance in maternity oases and for nursing siok children

within the easy resch of the general populatiop, both rurak
and urban,
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XV1. Abolition of Antl-social Customs and Practices. fe
This Confersnce protests.emphatioally against the conti= B uddhlsm-
musnce of suoh anti-social customs and .primtioep. as wasteinl — (O s
wedding expenditure, dowery and purdah systems. ' SRS U Rs. a.
___ XVIL, Appointment of Secretaries. : 1. Mahayana Doctrines of Salvation.
This Conference appoints Mr. @. K. Devadhar and Mr, By Dr. Stanislav Schayer. . 4
D. Q. Dalvi as Secretaries for the National 8ooial Conference . Some Aspects of Zen ’ Buddhisu;.
till the nexs Con;:;enu;m ) By D. T. Suzuki. Part of this paper was
_ 1. Executive Committee, read before The Asiatioc Society of
Thia Cor;fere:;:e r;solve; that an Exeocutive Committee Japan. ’ . . 1 10~
sonsisting of the President of the Conference, the Beoretaries == o
of this Conforence and the General Secretaries of the National . %ﬁg e rg‘;g%‘;i;}'}e aBs Il; ll_l‘llle% _?lld
- Conference together with the ladies and gentlemen mentioned Suzuki. Pape 1 ; yed a;setzb el Brg
below (names omitted) dojoonstitute themselven the executive of before .studegt; "ﬂ:t pl::ted '::1 th: trl::
the National Social Canference to carry on propaganda for of relizion and B d?hism PAll study 1 10~
sooisl reform during the forthocoming year and to undertake to glon u speclally. ...
start a network of local organizations, to arrange meetings, 4. The .Message 0'1 T.he Coming
and deputations &e., and to take such other, stops as may be Re“glon' By C. Jinarajadasa, .M' A,
meoessary in the intecest of this worR. It alao further resol- (Cantab) A‘ lecturs delivered in_the
ves that the Committes be empowered to oolleot the necessary Conservatorium Hall, Sydney, on July
funds for this work. ' 4th, 1922. . - 09
X1X. Abolition of Hereditary Services. USEFUL RELIGIOUS BOOKS-
This Oooference is of opinion that & Legislative measure | § The Wisdom of The Aryas. By Allan
providiog for the abolition of hereditary services in villages ) Bennett. Seven essays.on essentials of
be placed op the statute book ss early as possible. Buddhism. . ' w 21
XX. Rural Improvement. : " )
s outr e o oy | TUS, e o, B, 1
form has not made appreciable advance in rural parts, 20 as to Subha dr; Bdikkhu E dited by J ‘ EY
" bring them in a line with the advanced urban population for Eilam ! T e g
real progress. This Conferenoe, therefore wrges on Covern- y o
ment and the people the need for adopting promptly suitable 3. The Gps_pel _0[ The HOIY Twelve,
measures and for providing'adequate facilities for the speedy An originel * and compiecte Gospal
jmprovement of these rural classes, This Oonference, farther - written down and published by the late .
exhorts people to attend to give their nnstinted support for Rev. G. J. Ouseley. - 2T
institutions which spread Primary Eduostion, Village . Wise ' Men From The East and
Libraries, Co-operation, Sanitation, Agriculture and Cottage | ** From The West., By Abraham Mitrie
~Industrie &e¢.in rutal areas, and thus promote the sooial Rihbany. A fascinating and comparative
well-being of the maesees. - . study of the philosophy of the East and
S—— —_— West. ) s 7 5‘
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