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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,
ACCORDING to the .information

""'ad”“:“"” supplied by Government in reply to
8ir D. P. Sarvadhikary's question

in the Assembly, the present system of seleqtmg
oandidates for the Royal Military College at Sand-
hurat.is exceedingly unsatisfactory. We p_omted
out only the other day that the Looal Governments
had sent very poor material to the Military College
at Dehra Dun which isintended to prepare students
for the Sandhurst College; and now their selec-
tion of oandidates for Sandhurst direot seems to
fall below éven that atandard. Under-existing ar-
rangements ten' or twelve Indians would be

able to get admiesion every year at Sandhurst.

and the Looal Governments should be easily able
to send up about 8 hundred suitable candidates
from whom the selection oould be made. As a
matter of fact, only 48 names werq forwarded by
the Local Governments ni 1920 of whom again only
9 wore found suitable, and in 1321 the number of
ocandidates forwarded fell to 23 of whom only 6

passed the medical, written and oral tests, and |

. they were a]l nomlnqted to Sandhu;st The reglec-
tion is made twice in the year and for the first
selection this year only 11 candidates - were momi-
minated by Local Governments, of whom 2 did not
present thamsalves for examination and of the
repmimng 9, only gpassed “the_ tests, . all whom
werg sent up to Sapdhurst, We are told that the
Loocal Governments will be asked to investigate
throughly thée cause ' of this lack of sunitabla
oandidates and to give. due.publicity to. the oon-
ditions of selection but we do.not think any im-
provement will result unless the educated olassas
a.nd people of the more ndvnnoed provmoes are
vewed from, a very dxﬂ'arent angle o£ mxhtnry
vigxon

.n .,‘ A \

O'Donnell said on behalf of Government that in-
struetions had been issued to loecal governments,
with a view to ensure uniformity of treatment in
all provinces, which instructions did not differ
from the speocial rules issued in the case of ' Sinn
Feiners. This is .no doubt satisfactory so far as
it goes; buf he said further that speocial treat- -
ment would not be acoorded to all politigal priso-
ners, but a selection would be made based on their
status, character and education, We are very often
told that the law iano respecter of psrsons,but any.
disorimination on account of the status of an offen-
der is clearly against that prinoiple. Mr. O’'Donneld
mentioned a long list of offences, persons guilty
of which would not be entitled to special treat-
ment. The list is not objsctionable ; but aftermak-
ing these exceptions, any selection of prisoners

for speocial treatment becomes utterly unnecessary

One of the privileges included in special treat-
ment is that of permifting a prisoner to get his
own bedding. To this the Punjab Government
have put forward the ridiculous objection that as
that province “contained warlike and vizile people,
there was every possibility. that beds would be
broken and used as weapons to fight against each
other, thereby impairing jail ‘diseipline.™ 1t

- feveals a mentality which is utterly incapable of
. differentiating between a political offender and
“an ordinary oriminal,

LI
ON Thursday last H. E. the Gov-
ernor of Bombay went for the first
time since the oveation of the present Legislative

_Jejune Speech,

| Counocil of the Provinceto open a sessionby a quasi«
: royal “Speech from the Throne”.

It is only natural
therefore, that everybody should have loocked for
ward to asome momentous utterance—all the more
so, since the Under Seoretary of State for India
came with the Governor and attended the opening
coremony, accommodated in a spesial seat of
honour. Such expectations, however, were doom-
ed to ecomplete disappointment. ‘There was no
mention even of Lord Winterton's visit ; no allu-
sion to the present or future policy of the British
Cabinet, whether regarding the Reforms or the
Near Eastern-or-any other question of the day.
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Instead ofall this, onelistened to amiable platitudes
and witnessed a display of pageantry, the special
necessity for all of which was anything but
obvious. The only function claimed by him appears
to be to give a detached historical review of
matters no longer controversial. This semi-royal
detachment is from a constituttional point of view
perhaps deserving of all praise : yet it was hardly
complimentary to* his ” Legislature for the
Governor to say {( in re Bombay Development
Scheme } that he would confine himself to some
few remarks on this occasion, as he hoped to speak
in more detail “ further a few weeks hence ™ : thus
ranking his opening speech n9 higher than any
other speech of his, made in reply to an address
or on some other ornamental oeccasion. If H. E.
meant to address the Council atall, the Legislature
surely was entitled to hear something about, say,
treatment of political prisoners or separation of
Iixecutive from Judicaturs,ratherthan engineering
cetails of works begun a decade or two ago.
* | %
IT will be remembered thaf some
oy s time ago the Hindu excelled itself
by continuing the practice of adver-
tising British goods while preaching their boycott,
urging the plea that it must exist. It is now the
tura of another champion of non-co-operation, the
Bombay Chronicle, to give a similarly entertaining
explanation of its conduct. Charged with con-
tempt of court in respect of an article on the Male-
gaon riots, its editor defended himself by engaging
counsel; and an unkind correspondent has accused
him therefore of inconsistency in appearing be-
fore a law court of the * Satanic' British Govern-
ment while preaching its boycott in accordance
with the most rigorist doctrine of non-co-operation.
The delicious explanation given by the editor is
that non-co-operation is good for Indians but not
good enough for an Englishman who sympathises
with them.

' He bonestly believes that non-co-operation is the only
policy for Indians who have any feeling for their coun-
tey's  honour until certain crying wrongs have been
redreased...But he is not a non-co-operator in the sense
tuat any Iodian is a non-cc-operator...As a Muslim he
owes precisely the same allegiance to the Khilafat as

the Indian Muslims owe, but he is not in precisely the
same position as the Indian Mus]ims in regard to India.”

This distinetion is too subtle for pso:le like our-
selves who have believed the msa n ¢round for
Indian Muslims non-co-operating with the British
Government, even to the extent of some of them be-
coming Muhajurins was the Xhilafat wrong, But
what can be said of Mr. Pickthall’s further tour de
ferce : "As an Englishman, having the rights of an
Englishman to free opinion and claiming the same
rights for Indians, not as an Indian editor, he goes
into the courts. ' Which of course, Indians, though
having the same rights, may not do! We have
alwiys considered this the greatest weakness of
the Non-co-operation Movement that they do not
fit their theories according to the facts, but try to
fit facts to their theories. Always a most pitiful

performance, this last intellectual somersault
surely caps them all. Oh for a little intellectual
honesty !

L] - »

A CONFERENCE of the so-called -de.
pressod classes of South India was
held last week at Chidambaram, a
town in the fouth Arcot Diatriet of Madras Pre-
sidency. The promoters of the conference gave
it the name of * Congress’ perhaps, to emphasise
ita political character. The address of the presi-
dent, Rao Bahadur O. Kandaswami Chettiar, a
well-known social reformer, was entirely political.
Wequife admit the urgenoey of the politicat awaken-
ing of the depressed classes, without which there
oan be no real democracy in the country,though we
cannot help wishing that Mr. Kandaswami Chettiar
had also dealt with the social and economic needs
of that large community. His address is a
vigorous attack on Sir P. Theogaraya Chettiar's
leadership of the Non-Brahmin movement, which
is desoribed as having lost all its democratio
character and become an instrument of reactionary
landlordism. He shows how the Non-Brahmins
in redressing their grievances against the Brahm-
ins are adopting the same methods as the latter
and are perpetuating in the present the abuses
of the past.

*“ Retaliation and paying in one’s own coin will not put
Bouth Indian life on a higher plane. The best way of
vanquishing the Brahmin is not to use his own methods
against him and against others whkose interests dlash
with ours, but to show how higher methods pay in the
long run. If we adopt his strategy and are actuated by
his spirit of exclusiveness and aggressiveness, how are
we better than he?"

The Non-Brahmin movement to be democratic
and progressive should certainly have a progres-
sive leader, which Sir P. Theogaraya Chettiar as
certainly nof.

Non-Brahmins
and Panchamas.

* * *

MR. KANDABWAMI CHETTIAR coz-

rectly depicts the weakness of the

, communal party system now pre-
vailing in Madras when he says :

The two parties or groapa in this Presidency are Bruh-

min and Non-Brahmin, aud there is no chance ofa Brah-

min ever becoming & Non-Brahmin nor of a non-Brahmin
ever becoming a Brahmin. The division is perpe-

tual. There is no ckance of the Brahmins ever getting
into power, nor, as things stand at present, is there any
opportunity of Non-Brabmins going out of office and
exercising the wholesome function of an opposition.
Birth as before has become a badge of political status,
Consoiousness of perpetual powerlessness (power?) cans
not but produce irresponsible aotion, even as conacious-
negs of perpetual powerlessness cannot but produce ir-
responsible oriticism.

But the remedy suggested is impracticable, if not
worse than the disease. He wants communal re-

presentation in the Ministry : two Ministers from
Non-Brahmins, and oneeach from Brahmins, Mu.
hammedans, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and
Depressed Classes, The real remedy is to over.
come the narrow communal feeling and organise
parties on principies and not on birth. Then only
can there be justioe all round and amelioration of
the oppressed sections of the population.

Principles,
not Birth{
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THE PROTECTION OF DESPOTISM.

ON Saturday last the Home Member introduced
in the Legislative Assembly a Protection of Indian
Princes Bill. The Assembly promptly rejected the
maotion for even the mere introduction of the Bill
——an unusual prooedure certainly and one for
which we believe there exists no precedent in the
Br tish Parliament. , All the more proof surely of
the very strong fesling that exists against this
Bill. But since The Government of India Act 1919
Section 26, definitely provides for the contingency
of “either chamber of the legislature refusing leave
to introduce any Bill,” we really ocannot follow
some Anglo-Indian papers who see “great discourt-
esy to H. E, the Governor General” in the fact of
the Assembly having acted in & manner provided
for in the law, to which it owes its existence,
This by the way. .

Butif the Assembly established a precedent
by refusing leave to introduce this Bill, so has the
Governor General, by availing himself for the
first time of the permission given to him in the
same section of the said Act on-such a contingenoy
arising, viz, that of * certifying that the passage
of the Bill is essential for the safety, tranquillity
or interests of British India or any part thereof
and thereupon laying the Biill before the other
ebamber, ” as he did on Tuesday last.

What then is this Bill which is so essential for
the  safety, tranquillity or interests of British
India " ? Itis designed to '‘prevent dissemination
by newspapers &c. of matter calculated to bring
into hatred or contempt or excite disaffection
against Princes and Chiefs of States in India or
the Governments or administrations established
in such States,” and itis contended that the ensot-
ment of this Bill is oalled for, bacause it merely
continues the protection hitherto enjoyed by these
Princes &o. under the ' Indian Press Act 1910 "
which hae recently been repealed in foto. Section
4 of that Aot punished the * printing &¢. &o. ......
of any words &o. &o. ...... which are likely or may
have a tendenocy, direotly or indirectly, whether by
inference, suggestion, allugion, metaph or, implica-
tion or otherwise ...... to bring into hatred or oon-
tempt ...... any Native Prince or Chief under the

suzerainty of His Majesty, or to exoite disatfection -

towards any such Prince or Chief"; the expression
* disaffection " being expiained as including * dis-
loyalty and all feelings of enmity 'but exoluding'
comments repressing disapproval of tha measures
of any Native Prinoce or Chief with a view to obtain
their alteration by lawful means.”

The first point that strikes one in considering
the alleged necessity for re-enacting a similar pro-
vision now, is the faot, olearly stated by none less
than the Viceroy himself (in his opening speech on
the-5th inet.) that “this protection to the Princes
was first given by the Act of 1910." If the “safety,
tranquillity or interests of British India" were not
sffected by the absence of any suoh legislation
during " the centuries stretohing from the first

advent of the British in India until 1910: what
has happened since, that should make so novel a
departure necessary ? The Viceroy, in the spesch
already quoted, states that the Government of
India and the Secretary of State for India had
been in correspondence on the subjeet axrd had
“decided that we are bound by agreements and in
honour to afford to the Princes’ this measure of
protection. What then are these agreements
whioh must have been entered intc since 1910%
Neither he nor Sir William Vincent, when ask-
ing leave to introduce the Bill, have told us. The
expreseion “bound in honour” has been no more
slunidated ; but if such elucidation in the naturs
of the expression must be difficult, no such
plea can be put forward on behalf of the words
“bound by agreements.” If, as the members of the
Legislature are now suddenlr being told, thers are
such agreements, they have a right to know them, by
chapter and by verse; and they -and the whole
Indian public are particularly entitled to know the
consideration, for which such agreements were
suddenly entered into.

Before going further, it is well to clear out of
the way any possible misconceptions as to the
measure of protection already enjoyed by these
States and Rulers under the common law of the
land, Let us remember then that already the
incitement to violence or to crime of any sort is
punishable and that a person in British India who
50 inoites others to commit outside of British India
an act of violence is committing an offence under
the Penal Code of British India. Let us further
bear in mind that blackmail, libel &o. committed
in British India against Indian Princes expose
the acoused newspaper to prosecution in the Courts
under whose jurisdiction the said neowspaper
comes. 1% istherafore clear, that every Prince has
already the remedy of vindicating hishonour aginst
gscurrilous attacks in the British'Indian press, by
instituting a suit for libel in a British Indian
Court ; that already the instigation or abetment
in British India of any erime to be committed in
an Indian State is punishable in British India.

That being so, we again ask, what has happened
that has made these provisions of the law, which
were deemed quite sufficient up to 1910, to be such
no longer? Frow tiie Hume Mewber's speech it
would almost seem, that * the agreements ™ re-
forred to by him consist in a message oconveyed by
H, R, H. the Duke of Connaught during his visi$
for the inauguration of the new Assemblies, {that
* the rights, dignities and privileges of the Indian
Princes must be protected.”” If that is so, one is
irresistiblydriven to the conolusion that the event
which makes this new departure so essential, is the
Reform Aot ; is the fact that thereby—in the very
words of H. R. H.—"the principle of antocracy has
all been abandoned.” And if that is so, the “rights,
dignities and privileges of the Indian Princes
“ which are now to be so protected consist in noth-
ing more nor less than—their Autocraoy..

Is that, then, the honourable agreement which
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inust iow be kept, that the Princes and Chiefs, i
consideration of not impeding the abolition of
autoeratic rule in British India, were promised
the permarence of their own autocratic rule?
Ang are we to understand, then, that these “loyal’’
Princes would have made mischijef, if such pledize
had not been given at the time; and that éven to-
day the * safety, tranquillity and interests of
British India " are imperilled, unless thess “loyal”
Prinoes get their pound of flash ?

If other conclusions are possible, wé shoald
bé glad to hear of them. In the meantithe thé
Indian publie will remember the way in'whichH, E.
thé Vieeroy on Feb. 9th 1921 ermiphasized how on
that day “ the concéption of the British Govern-
ment as a benevolent despotism was finally re-
nouncéd ; " how his successor told the assembled
Prinoes only last yéar that the protection demand-

&d by them would “require very greht corisidera~

tion;” &nd how now suddenly this “measure of
protaction” is baing forced through over thé heads
of the Indian Legislature—aftéer having beén “the
aubject of correfpondericé between my Govern-
ment And the Seorstary of State.”

Theé lrnpi'esmon is inevitable, that this mwea-
gure is now being put forwdrd, not so much by
the Government of Ifidia, ag by the Sebrdtary of
State of & British Goverhmen of out-and-out fe-
actioharies; that it is not the Indian Primces who
maké this Bxll thé price of their loyalty ahd
who aré now riding roughshot oveér thé maiw-won
liberties of British India: but that it is. the sini:
_ ster forces now ruling at Whitehall, which aré
pursuing the policy of saving India for ‘attocracy
by éntrenching it foréver, as they hbpe, in thé
dominions of the Seven Hundred Irresponsible
Governments of Feudatory India.

Mr. INNES ON MINING.

IT was & very feeble reply which the Member for
Commerce and Industry, Mr. Innes, made in the
Legislative Assembly on September 20 to the ear-
nest advocaoy on the part of Mr. Joshi, of the

prohibition of the employment of women below |

ground. Mbr, Joshi had in the course of his speech
remarked on the striking oontrast between the
Government of India's attitude towards factory
legislation and that towards mining legmlatlon
Whilein England and otber countries the meed
for restrictions on mining work was felt sooner
and it was recognised that more stringent regula-

tlons were required in the case of the mining in-
dustry, it was otherwise in India. The factory
Jaw was enaoted in this country first, and the'

mining law afterwards ; and when the Mining Act
was passed at last, it contained no labour provisi-
fons whatever, and even when they are being

introdnced now, they are of a far lower level than |

those embodied in the Factory Act Now, what
was Mr, Innes's reply to this. He did not deny that
the Government of India had been tardy in this
matter, but he sought to justify the belated and

hesifating aoction of Government by denymg
that there was any Analogy between faotory
Iabour and mining labour. Indeed theré is &
difference between tha two, but it is &
differénce which imperativély calls for minidg
regulations being mbre rigorous than factory
fegulations, For work in mines is mdre ardtious
and hazardous than work in faotories. Mr.
Innes, of course, denied the truth of this statement
buat 'we do not proposé to adduee any proof here
éxcept to point out that Lord Curzon, than whom
M1, Innes would not recognise a higher authority,
called mining “ an ocoupation at ‘4ll times severs
and sometimes perilous. "' Thére is only one point
of difference betwéen work in faotories and Wwork
fn minés which sédims at firét sight to tell ih
favour of the former, and Mr. Innes was not slow
to mention it. A factory covers a very small araa
and the Operatives working in it are consequently
crowded. The workinigs in mines however do not
0 o terely on the Aurfade, but dlso at diffefent
lovels below grouwnd. There 18 therefore more spacé
in mhinés than in factorie. 'Chis fs quite true, but
%t maat be recognised that this advantage is secur-
ad ohly by sending th® work people wmdbérgroand ;
thit is, by denyidg them fresh air and light. And
this is precissly what makes mihers’ work more
disagreeable, unhealthy #nd unsafe thén that of
factory operatives. Mr. Innes only knows that
miners are less cramped than factory labourers,
but he does Mot know that they are engaged in
taking coal or other minerals out of the bowels of
the earth, while mill employees work on the
surface; or if he does, to him it makes no difference
whether work is earried on above ground or below
ground. Mr. Innes pointed out another difference
between factory labour and labour on the mines
as being to the advantage of the latter. He referred
to the independence of miners, to their being free
to commence work when they liked and leave it
when they liked. This is not much of an advan-
tage as the mecessities of existence in praotice
make them labour, though engaged on piece work,
as if they were engaged by the day. But even if
there were s considarable advantage in the faot
that the miners are independent, it does not follow
as Mr, Innes implied, and as the Mining Commit-
tee of 1895 (consisting of & majority of employers)
openly said, that there need not be any rogrictions
Or 4S5 many end as stringent restrioctions on the
employment of opsratwee in mines as in factories.

It is not only in India that miners are paid by the
work they turn out and are consequently mdepen_-
dent, Tt is so all the world over. But in no country
are mining regulations less strict than factory
reg'ul‘ahons indeed they are more strict.

Mr. J oshl also said in his speech that on both
the ocoasions when the Government of Indla were
moving to make'any regulations in the interest of
the miners, they did so-as_a result of the pressure
of outside agencies. The Berhn Conference of 1890
led to the Act of 1901, and the recent Washmgton
Conference is the mainspring of the present Bill,
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This is not a statement whiok is likely to soothe
the amour proore of any Government; and Mr
Innes seemed to resent it. He denied that the
Intarnational Labour Conference of Washingfon
had anything to do with the present lexislation,
and in support of his contention referrd to the
fact that the Government of India obtained the
gorvices of Mr Treharne Rees to examine the
problem of mining and sppointed a Committes to
consider his conclusiins, prior to the Washington
Conference. To those who have not studied the
mining question Mr. Innes’s argument must have
geemed very plausibie, but those who are in touch
with the question are aware that both these in-
vestigations wera conducted in the interest of
mine-owners. Mr. Roes was brought out to this
gountry “to ndvise on the beit means of securing
greater econony in the production and comsump
tion of coal ;" not to advise on measures calculated
to improve labour conditions. Mr. Innes gave
considerable oredit of the Grvernment of India for
the fact that, before tue Washington Conference
met, they waere ocoupied in considering the ques-
tion of shifts, but was it being cousidered in the
interest of labourers or proprietors? Mr. Rees
recommended shifts in order to enforce diseipline
and control on labourers and with the objeot that
“the management oan be assured ol a fainy
oconstant supply of labour.” Nor did the Com-
mittoe rieot the propossl because they thought it
woull hurt the interests >f labour. Neither the
app -intment nor the conelusions of Mr. Rees and
the Committee, had any reference whatever to the
improvement of labour conditions,

Mr. Innes charged Mr. Joshi with conoerning:
him=seli exclusively with labour inter«sts and ignor-
ing those of the mining industry. It is not so;
the largsr measure of protection which Mr. Joshi
asks for inthe interest of labour can be affurded
without lojuring the industry. Mr. Innes,i order
to prove the impracticability of the prohibition of
the underground employment of women, ask.d
shall we pass a drastic pieca of legislatioa reducing
at one stroke the number of coal ininers by one
third and therefars reducing the output of the key-
industry by one third ? In tae first viace one may
ask by way of anewwr, if the prohibition of women
from underground warg i3 per 84 desirable, as Mr.
Innes himself acknowledsed, Is 1t & reform which

oan be oarred vus in stiges; rathar {s it not vne of .

those reforins which can be undertaken only per
saltumt Was not the pronibitivn of femnale labour
down the mines eaforsed in Englind in .842 at one
struke? Did it harm the iafustey though it might
have cause 1 some slight dislosation for the time be.
ing? But it is entirely wronz tosuppose that a re-
duction of one third of the labour force will reduoce
the output by one third. Tnore is very large scope
for the introductivn of mechanioal appliauoces aud
[improved methods of vhe outting, filing and con-
vaying of coal and otner minerals, How much
fower workpeople will ve required if mechanical
ooal-ouiters are employed,wiil be un derstvod by the

evidenoe of Mr Kirk before the Coalfields Com-
mittes The latter said; * We are getting four tone
per man and should go up to 5 tons. We only got
Tor8owts (i. e nearly }§ofaton) per man in
hard-cut plages, but no coal is being produced at
this mine by pi 'k labour.”” Machine-cutting is not
being introduced in thisa countr chiefly because
employers get manual labour at too easy ratea.
For instance, the representative of the Indian
Mining Federation told the Coalfields Committee
{ . 80 of tne report): *“Univerzal introduction will,
in my opinion, be unsuitable and unwsloomae,
because labour is too cheap.” Another employer,
Mr. M. R. Herony said ; " For opening out a mine
rapidly, mechahical coal-cutting is a sucoess. It
has not been used more because output-is already
excessive.” Lord Curzon himself said in the Im-
perial Council when the first Ind an Mining Bill
came on for digeussion : " I think too that Govern.
ment should not shut its eyes to the fact that in a
good maoy oases the labour of women and childven
is rea.ly engaged not for domestic reasons but
sinply for economy's sake; in other words, because
it is cheaper than that of men.” All this will -show
that with improved methods of outting and carry-
inz coual, the exolusion of the women from the
min s can be carried out without deiriment to the
industry or the mine-owners. In England also the
mine-owners bore testimony to the fact tha’ the pro-
hibition of women from underground work bad ne
prejudicial effect on the indusiry. We quote here
here only twostatements from Hansard, Vol LXI[I
for 1842, col. 1339 — '

* Sinoe young children and females have besn exzcluded
from—'s mnes, we never had oocasion to inorease the
price of coal, "

“Women ought to be entirely disused underground:
and no boys ought to ba permitted to go below uuder
twelve years of age. These have been tle rules in shis
colliery for some time past, and already the good effeots
are being felt ; the houses vf the workmen are clean and
comfortable the children are well looked afier by their
mothers, the young women are going out to service, and
the whole workpeuple have a better moral aspeot.

. Colliera prior to our regulation cmigrated in she propor-
tiop of one-furth ; but now not in thae of ons-tenth, *

The moral effects of tlié'dismnployn_.ent of women
are of course incaloulably benencial, bu: even
mere economic effects are not prejudical to the
growth of the industry; and there is real y no
exouse for the Guvernmant of Indin to refraia from
the prohibition of femal labour underground, ex-
oept, a8 we said on a previvus occasivm, lack of
vision and cou.age on their part,

THE BOMBAY RENT ACT.

THE two Rent Aots which were passed in the
year 1918 to proteot the people of Bombay from
the tyranny of the rapacious landl. rds, expire on
the 3lat of August 1923, and therefore a new Bill haa
to come before the Bombay Counaeil which amends
these existing Acts. In the year 1920 the Hon.
Mr, P. C. Sethna proposed tne appvintmeut of &
Committee to improve upon these Acts with a
view to redress the grievances of the landlerds,
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who complainad that their terants took an undue
advantage of the protection given to them by
logislation, This committee sat for several
montts and examined witnesses both from among
landlords and tenants. The report was sent to
Government in October 1921 but it ook nearly one
year tu reach the public. The Rent Aot Amend-
mert Bill, which comes before this session of the
Council is based on the recommendations of the
Committee. Every clause in this draft is favour-
able to the landlords and therse is nothing which is
to the advantage of the tenant. The main provis.
ions of this proposed legislation are that (1) the
period of the operation of the Aect should expire
on the 3lst of August 1924 ; (2) the landlord should
have an increase of 3314 per cent. on the rents of
Jannary 1916 including the 10 per cent. which he has
already got; (3) subletting of premises should be
disaliowed : (4) the ronts of new buildings should
be those which the landlord can get on the prinei-
ple of supply and demand ; but once he charges a
certain rent, he cannof increase it,

This legislation is applicable to the City of.
Bombay, Salsette, Karachi, the Cantonment of

Poona, the Poona Suburban Municipal area and
Aden. As soon as Government expressed their desire
to bring the Rent Act Amendment Bill before the
Counocil, the temants of Bombay held several
meetings protesting against the proposed increase
of 8314 per cent. on the reats of 1916 and, also
against the short period. The Corporation of
Bombay spent several days in discussing the
question.

The landiords of Bombay have already got an
increase of 10 per cent. oh the rents of January
1916. They say that it is a poor return for their
investments. The figures which the Improvement
Trust of Bombay has supplied, show that from
their several estates in the City they got s return
of 514 per cent. in 1916, 10 per cent. rise on this
means af least 6 per cemt. There is one more
considaration which ought to be taken into
account. A pnvate landlord generally has to
spend less on his buildings than a body like
the Improvement Trust, and the rents ocharged
by the former are always more than those charged
by the latter. Thus the return to a landlord may
be gaid to be nos less than 7 per ceanr. Besides,
from buildings constructed beiore 1916 when the
prices of building materials were very low, the
return is much higher.

The rise in the value of house property in the
vears 1917 to 1920 was due to speculation and it
should not therefore guide us in determining rents.
Properties have considerably gone down in value
and many persons who paid fancy prices have now
come to grief, but it is not fair to penaiise the te.
nant for the speoulative tendency of his laudlord.

The owners of cld buildings grumblas, because those
who build new houses have no limit plaved on the

rents which they should receive. When we want
many new houses and when the oconstruction of
many sew buildings is the only lasting remedy for

the present state of things, we must somehow or
other induce capitalists to invest their money in
bouse property, and under the present circuamst-
ances, when money is scarce, every faocility must
be given to a person who construo*s a new building.
The owners of old houses urge another grievance.
People who invested money in the shares of mills,
they say, have made large fortunes, whereas property
owners in Bombay have to bs satisfied with much
less, They forget the risk iavolved in investments .
yielding larger returns. Besides, the possession of
landed property gives one a highersocial position
in the eyes of the people. That is also some com-
pensation for a lower return from land investments.
It is urged that poor landlords will be hit hard
in case there is no substantial increase in the
present rents. From the figures supplied by the
Bombay Corporation we learn there are 7409 pro-
perty owners whose income from rent is less than
Rs. 300 a yoar., Itis difficult to say how many of
them are really poor. Most of them must have
other sources of income and some may be quite
rich inspite of the small income from their landed .
property. The number of poor landlords thus re-
mains uncertain, Then we are told there are many
widows among these who are owners of property.Qut
of §86 widows, who own landed property, 243 have
an income less than Re. 300 a year. Even in their
case the mumber of poor widows, who have no
considerable income from other sources, remsins
an uncertainty. The attempt to make out a case
for poor landiords is not convincing. Howaever,

| if some practical suggestion is made to relieve -

those who are really poor, it ought to reoeive-
sufficient consideration.

Some tenants complain aboutthe clause which
prohibits the subletting of premises by tenants., It
must be admitted that some of them havs misused

the power given to them by law and hence the: -
necessity for protecting the landlord against such - -

misuse. A case came to light some time back, in:
which a tenant took & house on lease for 5 years-
ata monthly rent of Rs. 500. It was agreed

that the taxes were to be paid by the landlords.

The tenant tnen sublet- the premises for Rs, 3000
a month to different sub-tenunts, The Assessment:
Department charged the taxes on Rs., 3000 and-
the poor landlord had to pay more than what
he earned by way of rent. This is an extreme case

but there are many cases in whioh injustice is

done to the landlord more or less. Some control

over subletting is therefore necessary. As regards:
the period of the operation of the new legislation .
there is not so much difference between the views

of the two parties. Two years are considered ex-

tremely short. Either no period should be fixed and

the Aot should be canoceiled as soon as it is found-
to be unnecessary, or five years should be put

down as the definite period.

The Committee appointed at the suggestion of
Mr. Sethna took two yearsto publish its report. The.
period mentioned therein expires after two years.
Thus to provide for the time immediately after:
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‘that, we must appoint 8 Committee tr-day so that
by 8let August 1924 we shall have cur legislation
for ithe time that follows., The Development De.
partment promised us many things. The publie
knows what it has done during the last 18 months.
The present sonditions as regards housing are sure
to last for some time and if at all the period of the

. Rent Act is to depend upon the completion of the
30,000 tenementa promised by that Department,
there should be no objection to fix the complsiion

- of these tenements as the time for the abolition of

“the Ac¢t. Commonsense should tell us that it can-

. not be earlier than five years. ‘

After all, the question of the Rent Act depends
upon our view of property and life, Life must be
. gonsidered more valuable than property, and it is
- after all not a very great sacrifice that is demand-
ad of the landlords Here are more than a million
peopl2, 80 per cent of whom are living in one room
tenements, having the bare necessaries of life and
in many oases bordering on starvation. To eompel

them to pay 2314 per cent. more rent in these halrd'j ‘

times, when unemployment is such a serious Ql;es-
“tion and the days of prosperity are gone, is to
malke their hard oonditions barder still. Therefore
"the inorease of rent at such a time is not at sll
justified. .

e o T. A, KULEARNI,

THIRD CLASS RAILWAY PASSENGERS.

Me. N. M. Joshi, the Nominated Representa.
-give of Labour interests in the .Assembly, whose
ipeech on the resolution relating to the improve-
ment of the third class passenger service, appear.
ed in a reocent issue of the SERVANT OF INDIA, has
- done a distinot servioe to a class of the travelling
publie hitherto unbefriended by our public men
and the Government alike. The resolution which
waa earried against Government opposition by a
large majority, refleots no less credit on the non-
official members than on the mover of the resolu-
tion. It is, as rizhtly pointed out by Mr. Joshi,
. diffiouit to remember asingle important committes
whivh considered this questiom in 'its -entiraty.
Apart -frorq the enquiry made by the late Mr.
Thomas Robertson who was sent out by the Secre-
tary of Stote for India in 1801 as a Special Commis-
sioner for Indian Railways, the committees which,
within living memory, have enquired inte rail-
way matters, were the Select Committees of 1878-79
and 1884, the Oommittee on Indian Railway
Finanoe and Administration of 1907-09, the
seoret Inchapa Conference of 1911-12 and the
Indian Railway Committee of 1920 21. Nonae of
these enquiries however, sofaras we can remember,
dealt exhaustively with the requirements of the
third ciass passenger, aithough even to the iimited
extent they dealt with these requirements the re-
commendations made have not been carried out
witk anything like the thoroughness or even the
seriousness they deserved. For instance, Mz,
Robertson made the following recommendations

affecting the interests of the third class passenger :

(i) Thirl olass a.ccommodahon on trn:ns
should be increased.

(ii) Third class carriages should be provided
with latrine accommodation.

(iii) Means of communication between passen-
gers and the train staff should be provided on all
trains.

(iv) Lighting of trains should be improved by
substituting gas or electrioity for vegetable oil.

(v} Native refreshment rooms should be pro-
vided at convenient stations.

(vi} The number of bookisg offices should he

"increased.

(vii) All the booking offices should be opened
sufficiently aarly. _
{viii) Third class passengers should be afford-
ed reasonable protection from intimidavion and
harassment by the police and the railway staff
{ix) Third class carriages should be run
through to the final destination of through trains,
One of the recommendations of the Special
Commissioner was tha abolition of the Railway
Branch of the Government of India Secretariat
and the institution in its place of a small Board
composed of men enjoying freedom from local
traditions and prejudices and speocially quahﬁed‘
by railway experience to manage the railways in-
India on commercial principles with regard both
to economy and public convenience, This Board
was duly constituted early in 1905 and it was
expected that it would carry out, among othera.
the few but very sensible and overdue improve-
ments in the facilities provided for the third
olass pussenger., The recommendation whioch -
excels all others in importance and urgency is
that relating to the adequate provision of third
class coaches. It will, therefore, be our emn-’
deavour in this artiole to see how far this import-.
ant improvement has been carried out, particular-.
ly during the pre-war yeara, when the difficulties
produced by the war and its after-math had not
come into being and could not therefore be pressed
into service to explain away the state of affairs
as it stood even before the war. _
One of the stock excuses frequently advanced
in ounneotion with overorowding is that family
parties desire to travel together in the same ocom-
partment. We have always had grave doubts
about the real extent of this general desire, but
whatever the extent, as pointed out by the Speoial
Commissioner for Indian Railways in paragraph
173 of his report, passengers, especially those going
on a long journey, would not wilfully overorowd
themselves, if sufficient accommodation was provid-
ed in trains for them : while in so far as those, if
any, who wilfully desire to overcrowd them elves,
are congerned, the elimination of small compari-.
ments has exhausted all the foroe the excuse may .
have had at any time previously. Another of the.
atook arguments is that overcrowding is inevitable _
and thet it osours all the world over and is not by
any means peculiar to India. This oniy evades -
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the real issue which is, not whether overcrowding
is an inev table normal feature of-railway service,
but whether the extent to whioh it obtains in
India is a!so an inevitab'e feature common to all
countries. On this point we have the authority of
the Special Commissioner to saay that even as long
a8 two deoades ago the average number of passen-
‘geors in a train was greater in India than in any
other country in the wor.d, that the svetem of con-
veying pilgrims in goods wagons in India, at all
events to the extent then obtaining, also pointed
to the absence of proper facilities and that
generally speaking, the amount of stock provided
on the trains was ipadequate. In supoourt of his
statement the figure quoted by the Special Com-
missioner against, say, the Great Indian Peninsula
Railway was 154'41 passengers in a train. It rose
to 160'51 in 1913-14 and fo as much as 22945 in
1920-21. These figures are significant enough,
but what makes matters worse is that ecncurrent-
ly with this inorea-e in the number of pirsengers,
there has a been reduction in the average number of
third class coaches in trains. For instance, dur-
ing the year 1903 the. hizhest number of third
class cuaches in a broad guage train composed of
16 43 senicles was L0 26; equal to 62 percent. During
1913-14 is was8'43inatrainof16.21 vehiocles, bring-
ing down the percentage to 58, while during 1920-21
it was 975 in a trainof 17°30 vehicles, still further
reducing the percentage to 56. The ooneclusion
therefore is inevitable thatinstead of increasing the
third elass accommodation on trains as reoom-
mended by the Special Commissioner, there has
been a distinet going back even upon the
position as it stood in 1903.

The causes of the neelect of the third class
passenger in regard to the accommodation provid-
ed, appear to be :—

(1) unnecessary incurrence of responsibility
for the provision of roiling stock for non-state
Railways;

(2 unequal distribution of funds as between
oarriages and wagous ; and

{3) unequal distribution of funds as hetween
third class ocar iagesr and oarrisges of the upper
clarss3.
ment has been that they bave never been able to
gei sufficient funds fur their railway requirements,
and yet Government have und. rtaken to find roile-
ing Block at tLeir own expense for over 2400 miles
of ruilway not vel nging to themselves. This, so far
a8 We can ree, is anything bul sound business,

As regard the reasults proceeding from the
seoond cause, taking the Great Indian Peninsula
Railway again, during the 144 years ending on
31-3-1921, Rs 489-04 1akhe was syent on cairiages
and wagons, briuging the total value of the stock

of each kind on that railway to Rs 284.37 iakus .

aund Re. 59902 respectively. lhe expeunditure on
wagous was more than twioe that on carriages,
the exaot figures being Ra, 33.30 and Rs. 155.84
lakbs respcotively. This ciwspr.portion wiil be
jusiiied 1f it can be pruved that the aclual require.

The one constant complaint of Govern--

ment of goods traffio are twice those of pasaenger
traffie. It therefore becomes necessary to examime
whether there is anything in the statistics publish-
ed by Government to show that the requirements
of the two classea of traffic do stand in this un-
equal proportion, It must be remembered that
Mr, Robertson, so {ar from oconsidaring thst the
wagon stock was inadequate, gave it as his opinion
{ vide paras. 181-190 of his report) that the fact
that the extra wagons had to be maintained even
though they lie idle for a greater part of the year,
does not in any way justify the large exoess of
wagons over nornal requirements which is now
maintained on some of the railwags, The etock
of wagons on raiiways even in 1903 was consilered
to be more than sufficient and an increase in the
running speed and the elimination of the delays
on the lines indicated by him was calouiat:d o
belp materially to develop business, reduce work-
ing expenses and increase receipts with only hslf
the wagon stook. What, however, -we do actually
find is that the surplusage of wagon stock over
the number necessary to oarry the traffic has been
increased to an enormous extent. In 1905 the
number of pa senge:s carried was 248,157, vu0, and
the number of coaches was 22,143 { page 2062 of the .
Leg. Assembly Debates, Vul. 1i No. 25), Thas each
vehicle carried on a average 11,622 passengers per .
annam. In 1913-16 the numbers of passsngera
carried ro-e to 461,,81,000 for which,atthe averagé
rate of 11,622 passengers per vehicla, there shouid
have been a total supply o: 39,957 coaches, whereas
the actual supply available was 31,199 or a shortage
of 8,758 coaching vehicles. As regards goods traffic,
in 1905 the total tonnage hauled was 54,936,000
and the number of wagons was 121,135 giving an
average of 454 tons per wagon. In 1915-16 the:
tounsage rose to §2.4 9, 00, which at the average of
454 tons gives a requirement of 181,716 wagons
sgainst an actual supply of 198,139, This means
that the railways were overstocked to the extent
of 16,423 goods wagons agaiust a shortage of 8,758
coaching vehiclea

It is impoasible ¢o find out from Government the
exact rolative strength of the different classes of
cosching stuck or the amounts spent on ‘hem.
But there is a very signifioant statement which
Government used to publisa with their annual
Railway Administration neport up to 1913-20,
showing the percentage of freight upon oarrying
capacity hauled. Thia statemnent shows that the
net result up to the end of the year 191920 of the
polioy pursued in the distribution of fuonds bet-
ween the different elasses of passenger s'ock is
that the exce-s of stock pruvided over actuat ree
quirements is far greater in the case of the upper
olase passengers than in the cagse of the third cliss
passengers, For instance, during the year 19.9-20,
the percentrge of freight upon the carrying capa-
ocity hauled un, sdy, the Ureat Indian FPeninsula
Railway, was 12'89 in the ocase of 1st class, 20°67 in
the oage of 2nd class and 5462 in tne ocase of Jrd
class, so that wnile the surplusage of 3rd cldss
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-can'lages over the traﬁ'ic aotually oﬁ'ermg or car-
ried {s only 45 p, o.’it is 79 1 p. o, in the case of 2nd
olass carriages and as much as 87 p. c. in the case

- of 1st class carriages. We are 'fully alive to the
faot that there must be a certain surplusage in any

-oase, but there is no reason why this surplus
account should be so unequally distributed. The

- object of the change of Government control intro-

-duged in 1905 was that the Railway in India should

—

be mana-ged on commercial prmoxples with regard
Both fo economy and puhlm oonvenienoce, sud ' one
may imagine that this surplusage is in direct pro-
portion to_the profits earned from the different
olasaes of traﬁo, but a little exammatmn w1ll show
that this is far from being the oase. We give be-
low a statement showing the results of the 1034
years ended the 31st March .1920 on the Great
Indian Peninsula Rallway*—

. ' oy
‘ Fiat lLosalpar E;rgﬁélpar 18t Chlsu 3rdh0h;sa T‘““l m"LT“” p”ﬁ"
: a | 1st Clagn ] 3rd Class | vehicle | vehic e,
Year. yoar, vehicle | vehicle {mileage il:ifmlleage in i:;g?f: 3::;1%;&'1:
~ mile. mile. {thousands|thousands i housands th onsands.
. Pias, Pies. o S B4, Ra.
1910 1st half - 578 24-10 7156 30161 216 8785
2nd balf ~1042 1 1452 7193 31723 390 2599
1911 st ha If - 543 £23°10 7354 30376 "818 8715
2nd half - 530 20-50 8580 31102 237 $32L -
1912 18t half - 948 4762 7783 35335 384 8764
. gnd half ~1145 20405 B591 36258 512 $786
1913-14 18t half -16°20 21-67 8637 38664 729 4364
gud half ~11-95 20-45 9618 97695 599 415
1914-15 glat hal £ -2326 1166 8980 59607 1088 2405 , .
o 3°d half -~ 8:30 18'65 9355 40370 404 3921
1915-16 o8t ha }f -16-62 15-50 8431 40152 730 8241
. . nd half - 962 1727 9142 w80 1 458 3785
1916-17 Ist half - 548 2241 9098 45040 449 257
2hd half - 535 21-57 9195 41161 256 624
1917-18 1ai half - 480 378 8616 40706 215 1 7162
) 2nd half +0°43 -20 - 8949 37930 +20 6765
1918-19 st haif- - 28 3674 9008 12082 208 8053 -
L 2pd palif -.599 3568 8519 40107 266 453
1919-20 Te: half -11-63 4111 9369 41836 569 8953
‘ 20d balf - 787 | 4186 | 10910 | 43495 | .47 9483
AvVerage .| —18584 | 59944 | 174384 | 766430 | -8455 105055
| Total o - 919 2612 8719 38321 | - 422 5252
- - LR P K. (R} + LIS . BT - e _-rQ . Lt ERR ] - R T R EET 1 I::

It will be seen from the statement that durmg
ghe period in question, while a profit of no less
than 1050°55 lakhs was wrung out of the 3rcl olass
passenger, the ﬁrst_olas_s passenger traffic not ox_.xly
did not give a single pie as profit, but involved a
loss of as much as Rs. 84-55 lakhs, Such is the
-commeroial management of Railways with regard
both to economy and public convenience : economy
with respaot to the third class passenger who gives
large profits, and public oconvenience in respeot of
tho first class passenger who inflicts huge losses |

EcoNOMY.

THE WORLD OUTSIDE,

We have on several ocoasions
roforrad té tha extramely interest‘mg
’ evelopments which are going on
in Mexico. Our readérs will remethber that the
-great and go highly civilized Goverhmbnt of the
u. 8. A. has not yet seen lts way to * recognise ™
that of Mexioo—%hat poor, ‘savage country. As
bearing out the utter unfitness Cof. President
O’bregona government for the oomity of Weistern
-Civilization, we noticed that Mexico’s Seoretary of
Pubho Instruotfon f:a‘s racently claimed that Ins

.......

Wtiat iy
. Civitization P

revenue on eduoahon. than any other oounﬁ‘ry in
the world; the eduo‘nf.wnu‘l budget having risen o
the respeotable suin of Mex. $57, 2§38, 832, Aaa

o this that military exﬁen&‘ﬁurs has‘baan ‘feduoed

PN
i

by 50%-—and you will understand, how -hopelessly
out of tune these wild Latin American brigands dre
with tbe old civilizations of tlie West which have
made Buropée what it is, Take that banner-bearer
of culture, France; listen to what one of her best-
known military experts recently confided to the
Paris correspondent of the Morning Post ( of August
12th ) : and then judge whether Mexico is fit to be
“recognised” and tbentersoillustrious and cultured
& company | ** Chemical Warfare ” said this friend
of the human race, ““specially the asphyxiating
gases, have certainly notfinished their role in future
warfare. Aetoplanes dropping mustard gas borhbs
on a tbwn will, in'addition to causing the death
of many of its inhabitants, render the place abge+
Iutely uninhabitable for a number of days. It will
also have the great moral effect of tending tq ruin
thé resisting power of a nation. The effectof this
gas, causing as it does dreadful pains and in cany
cases permanent blindness, is particularly impréss~ .
ivé for the onlooker. The various nations shoald
thersfore partioularly direct scientfio research to
the betteiment of musiard gas; gas experta would
éndeavour to render it nore presistent and dangar-
ous, Qther gashss are also undér 'consideration.
‘Amohg them ‘hre dertain substantes intended fo-
causé tothporary ldss of control and clear thinking
to ‘those ocoming under their bffects. Socientista
hisutme thiut ths mofal éqailibriu of the indivi-
duil, i fasulty df i-ahéo'h‘in'g Bhd 1M’af1f§¢'é'iﬂfa-
‘upon '@hé ‘smbbth operat

‘depend upon oparation of oertain



418

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

{ SEPTEMBER 28, 1822,

organs. Every penetrating gas whioh could reach
those organs, or, at any rate, influence them, would
determine the temporary insanity of its viotims.
‘Woeo could thus, after an attack, witness. a whole
city staggering to and fro, the inhabitants being
deprived of all moral and physical control and as
unconscious as drunkards or idiots. "

F , A perfectly charming outloock. Not
rance’s
« I eadership. " %o be outdone, the famous inventor,
Mr. Thos. A. Edison,claims that the
Americangas" Lewisite” could today wipe out the
whole population of London within three hours
of an aerial attack. And be pleased to observe
that all these discussions, all these avowals of
intensive preparation for chemiocal warfare are
taking place, when the ink is hardly dry on the
signatures of the Washington Covenant which
solemnly ruled out the use of gas in any future
war! International jurists are holding a  big
Congress just now in Buenos Ayres ( another one
of these benighted Latin American places ), to
invent machinery for making “ chemical warfare”
internationally impossible: but, poor dears, what
success can they expect from civilized Europe ?
Our own inimitable Mr., George alone can be
trusted to bless the Buenos Ayres Congress with
one hand and chemical ** Progress "’ as applied to
warfare with the other. Has he not just made a
great and most moving speech to his fellow Non-
conformists at their Westminister Convention,
vowing that he would devote the rest of his life to
Peace, the League of Nations and the Abolition
of War—and within ezactly one week of that
date made an impassioned appeal to add at onoe
or sooner 300 aeroplanes to the Empire’s air fleet ?
France of course notoriously outnumbers England
in this, as in most other military respects—so
much so that a great English publicist believes
that the constant giving in of Mr. George to M,
Poinocaré is due to nothing else but recognition
of this British military inferiority and * the
800,000 good reasons ™ whioh England has to fear
France. Meanwhile Germany, prohibited by the
Versailles Treaty from manufacturing any
aeroplane engines, has revolutionized flying by
discovering * sail planing " i e. flying with
aeroplanes without engines! Truly, as * The
Mangchester Guardian ' says, there is mo help
agninst these Germans except the exeision of all
their brains | Fanoy mere youths from technioal
high sohools remaining for over three houra in the
air, soaring, manoeuvring, tacking, rising, landing,
without any motive power except that supplied bythe
ourrents of the air | Yet such are the achievements
of a competition recently held on the Rhoen Hills,
Some people | Which reminds us thai there has just
besn published a monumental work on the League
of Nations Constitution by Prof. Walter Schileking,
the brother, we believe, of our own esteemed “Conti-
nental Letter” contributor., And so Germany, con-
. sidered unfit to belong to the League, has alone
ghown itself capable of supplying the needed soien*

tifio, juridical exposition and commentary on the
"constitution of the self-same League! Well, well.

THE publication of Mr. F. Bausman’s
Let F';‘;'“ Ex- “ Tt France Explain " ( Allen and
pislt  Unwin, 10s 6d ) is significant of the
tremendous revulsion of feeling which has come
over American public opinion in regard to the late
war. America which at first paid little atien-
tion to the European conflict and dismissed the
merits of the two contending sides as “ six of one
and half a dozen of the other ”, did as a matter of
fact out-herod Herod in portizanship, once it had
entered the War. The Central Powers were all
unrelieved black, the Allies purest lily-white !
thus ran the easy creed. it speaks volumes for
the crass stupidity and criminal ambition of
France, that so great a store of good will and
confidence should in so short s time have been
completely dissipated. For that is the principal
conelusion we draw from this arresting look by a
former judge of the Supreme Court at Washington.
Mr. Bousman indeed not only would no longer call
Germany black and France white, but goes’so far
as to contend that Germany is altogether innocent
and that the one archfiend and enemy of the human
race is——France. Personally we cannot subscribe
to this thesis ; but we welcome the indication that
oven in America there has begun the great ' ré-
valuation of values "' regarding responsibility fo’r
the late war, for without such moral and’ judici&ilﬁ
re-orientation there cannot be any Peace worthy of
the name. The great myth of an unprepared France
and Russia being pounced upon by a Germany
super-ready for “The Day” has of coursebeen ex-
ploded. It is Russia, we know now, who prepa.retf
and instigated and began the war, to bolster up ite
tottering Tsardom ; it was a Russian secref society
of the “Black Hand"” which murdered the Austrian
Archduke: it was Russian designs on Constanti-
nople, the break-up of Austria-Hungary and
Russianhegemoﬂy in the Balkans, which were the
object of the war, France aided and abetted, as it
saw its opportunity for taking revenge for 1870-71.
But if Germany was not the proximate cause of
this war, its blatant militarism and junkerism, its
arroganca and megalomsania, were indispensable
ingredients, to make the war possible. The oaly
conclusion is that * we are all miserable sinners "':
but until we all make that genersl confession, it is
hopeless to expect sanity to return to ocur inter-
nationsl relations.

“FOREIGN AFFAIRS” of August con-
“ Champloning” tains a most illuminating sidelight
Small @ "

Natiogailtles. on the “Scrap of Paper’ propa-
gands which was so much responsi-

ble for raising to the requisite fever-heat the
indignation of the English people—an indignation
at the wanton invasion of a defenceless country,
whose very integrity and independance had been
solemnly guaranteed ( in 1839) by the subsequent
invaders; an indignation, without whioh it would
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"have been altogether impossible to get England
" into the war or to keap it there, Mr. Morel in the
article mentioned reminds us that at the very time
that England’s manhood sprang to arms to protect
Balgium, the British Government abetted and
shared in an outrage on a neutral, defenceless
Power, absolutely parallel to that committed by
Germany or Belgium. For in 1911 Brifain and
Japan had renewed a treaty, onae of the provieions
of which solemnly guaranteed the integrity of
China. Yet within four years Japan invaded
Chinese territory, then a neutral power, and oceu-

. pied it for a length of 150 milas, in order {0 execute

1a flank attack on Kiaochow, the German coleny in
China, and in that attack a British contingent act-
ually partioipated. And then these diplomats
dare to speak of the * honour” of their country
-which somebody else, f. e. the common people, is
- oalled upon to defend! If ever the name of Eng-
land has been dishonoured, it has been by those
directors of its foreign policies, who, unknown to
‘ the people or to their representatives, have again
and again broken treaty pledges and sacrificed the
rights of defenceless third parties, becauss it suited
their book at the time. Thus Korea and China wers
sacrificed to Japan, as before Persia had been sa-
orificed tv Russia—and then Englishmen wonder
~that “English prestige in the East has deteriorated”

iJ'

© The Chinese
Puzzile,

MEANWHILE China continues in a
state of confussion which has be-
. come chronic during the last ten
"years and whioh becomes increasingly difficult
for an onlooker to disentangie. The main
reasou perhaps for this difficulty lies in the
unreliability and paucity of news. Everybody by

. this time is familiar with the three persons who

are holding the stage—Sun Yat Sen in Canton,
Wu Pei Fu at Hankau and Chang Tso Lin at
Mukden. Dr. Sun is now once more a refuges,
General Wu holds Peking and has set up a new
government there, whilst Chang, though pushed
out of Chili,- holde impregnably the whole of
Manchuria. Now Chang has always been looked
upon abroad as a Japanophil ; much to one’s sure
prise a reliable correspondent just back from there
(Mr.Orrin Keith) reports that the Chang regime is
liked .by everybody in Manchuria, except the
Japanese| Again, a oritical student of Chinese
affairs must oonstantly bear in mind that English
news is inveterately biassed against Dr, Sun Yat
Sen, who at the best is alwayas described as “weak,’
“phantastio”, and, most damning of all in English
ayes,—an "indealist dootrinaire.” It will be re-
meémbered that he was reported to have entered
into an alliance with Chang Tso Lin: it now
turna out, that there is no truth in that at ail.
General Chang apparently approached Dr, Sun and
told him, he was out to end military dictatorship :
to whioch Sun replied, that he was glad to hear it
and when he had aohkieved it, would talk to him
again about it. Meantime, Wu Pei Fu on his part
say8 he is'abolishing the military diotutorship.‘also

of course by military force., And for all the fair
stories one hears of his guccess, one wonders
whether Wu will give the supreme test of sincerity
by ultimately abolishing himself. One wonders—
and feels anything but sanguine.,

CORRESPONDENCE,

NATIONALIZATION OF VICE.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIlA.

SiR,—Next to the Indian Social Reformer I dare aay the
public is indebted to you for your review of the Bombay Proati-
tution Committee report in your last issue. May I just raise
& point through you if the scope of the present enquiry may
not be widened with advantage outside the limits of the oity
and Igiand of Bombay. If the legielature is to be moved at
all to » Bill, municipal or otherwise, is it not time now for
other big cities to take the hint and to cleanse their owh
stables ? I have already consulted some frienda both in the
Cantonment and the City of Poona, and they do not ssem
inclined to think that our city is after all so meritorious in
this wise as its name denotes. Sooial legislation oughttobe a
test of our recent reforms. If we avail ourselves of them with
regard to our gooial regeneration in a businesslike way we
need not be afraid of even the threats of Mr. Lloyd George
against the reforms.

Ag to the liguor traffic, to which some of the most civilized
Governments, including our own, seem to have almost esta-
blished a prescriptive right, it is nothing but another form of
batinnalizing a very gross vice. Even Awmerica where prohi-
bition has scored the highest record does not promise to a prove
copsistant exoeption to this rule. The following extract from
theLiterary Digest on the Bootlegging Menace in U.S. A.
is very unpleasant reading indeed:* Rum-running has
assumed organized and formidable proportions, because the
prohibition law is an unpopular one and because the national
thirst was by no means quenched by the enaotment of the
Volstead Aot. Men in all walks of life are conniving in the
orime of bootlegging. These oriminals sit in legislative
chambers, both state and national. Among them are highly
placed men—Judges, bankers, lawyers, and miilionaire
merchants. Political intrigue is hard at work in support of
an unhampered liquor flow. A multitude who always find it
diffioult to get an honest living, including burglars, gamblers,

" piok-pookets, and confidence men, have abandoned those un-

certain and dangerous pursuits for this much safer and more
profitable one., It is believed thataeventy-five percent. of the
bootloggers of New York are reoruited from the alien classes.
Wealth may be aquired in @ short time and them the person
may avoid the law by returniog to bis own country.” By the
way what is our Excise Committee doing? They dont
aeera to be in a particular hurry about their task, Why not?
Wayfarer in your last issue was hard on the Ministers in

Behar, His vinit to soms of our Ministers over here should I
think bs highly weloome.
Ahalysaharam.
Poona City, V. R. SHINDE,
24 Sept, 22.
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