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, A non-eo-operator, recently releas-
P.III\ .. 1 Prl.o •• r.. d fr th C dd I . '1 • e Om e u a ore Jal In 
Madras Presidenoy, desoribes in Swarajlla the 
, aliner in whioh six non·oo.operator prisoners 

ere oonduoted from Russel Konda to Berham· 
ore, a distanoe of 52 miles. It seems they were 
ade to cover the whole of that ..\listance on 

foot though a motor servioe was runni~between 
the two stations. They took three days to jj.nish 
the journey during whioh they had only two meals 
a day, one of beaten rioe and sugar and the other 
of cooked rice. A.t half the distanoe three of them, 
were found medically unfit to oontinue the journey 
on foot and a oountry oart was engaged for them· 
but it jolted so badly that they preferred to walk 

• on. On reaobing Berbampore one of them oom·· 
plained of ohest pain but without any further me· 
dioal n:amination they were all sent to ~he Cud,' 
darlore jail, on reaching whioh the one with ohest 
pain was found to be suffering from fever and 
dilatation of the heart and the others had oough, 
dysentery, and' other oomplaint.. It would be oru· 
elty to require even hardened oriminals to walk a 
distanoe of 52 milea on foot and non·oo-operator. 

I· ~e oertainly not SpeOiai. ista in enduranoe.But if. 
prisonera may navel by railway trains,. we wonde~ 

tw hy they elJouJd be denied the use of motor buses. 
IPerhapl a bureauorat will tell us that motor buses 

[

' ue not mentioned in iail rules I ., , 
• • • 

: THE same story of bautlessneu 

I
', ':::~l'::.!'=u::.~\~' and inhumanity, whether due to 
, rules or persona, Is told .in man:r 
'.other plaoes, We had the beat ·of authority to 
believe that Mr. Gandhi WBe allowed newspapers, 

• 

but if the faots are as given out by Mr. Mathura
das who reoently saw Mr. Gandhi in the Yeravda 
jail, he is not only denied newspapers but even a 
light at night I An 8J:.prieoner of the Bhagalpur 
jail bas desoribed in the Motherland the oondi
tione prevailing in that jail, whiob we oonfessg ave 
us a rude shook, as from the information publish •. 
ed by the Bihar and Oriesa Government we bad 
believed that that provinoe was setUng an en· 
lightened 8J:ample in the treatment of poliUoal 
prisoners. In the hottest part of tbe year, it eeems, 
they were confined in oeUe and given the hard 
task of grinding 10 to .20 seers of wheat, irrespec
tive of age and health, and as it, wa. physically . 
impossible for most of them to do it, they were 
given bumiliating punishment . for ehortage of 
work with oross·bar or link fetters and standing in 
hand·ouffs. The ordinary oriminals, even'the, worst 
of them, it seems, have beeri .relieved of this grind
ing business whioh ie now reserved for the exolu
sive benefit of non.co·operators. The Superinten. 
dent of the Bhagalpur jail ~as, we suppose, the same' 
mentality as Colonel Yate who recently suggested 
in Parliament that politioal prisoners iD India 
should be kept in the hottest jails, whereupon C.ol. 
Wedgwoon neatly asked, "Why not burn them 1" 
But is this polioy diotated by either humanity or 
statesmanship? 

• • • 
SECTION 144 of the Criminal Pro

S.dlo. 144_ 
oedure Code is very frequently used 

nowadays to prohibit politioal meetings without 
due regard being paid to the requirements of that 
Section. It offers an easy temptation to the e:l:8. 
outive to deal with an inconvenient agitation and 
it is therefore aU the more neoessary that the 
publio should \lballenge the ordere issued under 
that and simil .. Beotions in all legitimate ways. 
This i8 not done in British India owing to the 
polioy of non.oo.op8ration adopted by the Con. 
greas and one is therefore partioularly glad that 
the Mysore Distriot Cengrese Committee did BO' in 
respeot of IIiIl order of the Bangalore City Magiso' 
trate whGj under' Beotion 144 of C.P.O., prohibited 
a .publie meeting, at wbioh Bome Oongressmen 
were to speak, on a police report tbat it was likely 
to oause a breaoh of the peace. On appeal, the 
Judges of the Mysore Chief Oourt beld that the 
Magistrate'. order was bad and oould not be upheld 
beoause it did not set out the material faota of the 
_ ae required b:r Seotion 1" of the a P. C. :-

A .... e UDdantaDd that BeaUo ... tho mat.rlal faot. of 
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the OBle Bre faote whi.h juuify the Bpp"henoioD 0' 
obeirno'ioD. anuoyance or disturbanoe. etc., and U ia 
not enough for the M.giotrate to lay' I hBve _elved a 
polioe report. from 'bat it appear. to me U1at your 6Ot, 
if done, will oreate obltruction.' The mer. receipt of a 
polioe rapan il not a material faot in the ca.e-the 
4 cue' being the queltioD wbether immediate prevention 
of some projected act ie nee.alary-the ground for the 
apprehension of the polloa, "therthan the faot of their 
apprehension is materiaL 

• • • 
THE Chief Presidency Magistrate 

co ........ tlo. 'or of Bombay has awarded oompensa-Bomba,. Rlots. 
tion of about Rs. 6,43,000 to 222 

claimants in respect of loss of life, grievous hurt 
, and loss of property incurred during the riots that 

took plaoe in Bombay at the time of tbe Prince of 
Wales' visit. Considering the nature and dura
tion of tbe riots and the fact that the amount 
claimed was Rs. 23·69 lakbs, the award appears to 
be fair and moderate. The Municipal Commiss
ione'r is direoted to collect the amount from the 
landlords of certain wards where the riots took 
place, by an addition to the general tax. It was 
represented on bebalf of tbe landlords that neither 
they nor their tenants had taken part in tbe distur
banoes and therefore it was not fair to levy a tax 
on them. But the Magistrate held-and we think 
rightly-that 

II oitizenl, including landlords who -are a more iDfluen
tial portion of .them, should do their be.t not only to put 
down dilturbanoe. but .hould allo act in such a manner 
prior to the disturbaDoe! as to make them impollsible, aod 
they haye to pay for tailure to aD so," 

Once the liability of the citizen Or the community 
at large is admitted, it is: only a question of con
venience whether the Municipal Commissioner or 
a Government officer should colleot the amount 
and whether the imposition should take the form 
of an ,addition to the general tax or, some other 
form. For the landlord is permitted to make a 
proportionate addition to the rents colleoted by 
him from tbe tenants and so eventually the whole 
population of the area pays. It is satisfactory to 
note that no particular community is either fa
voured or penalised. Exemption is made in respect, 
of scbools, hospitals, plaoes of religious worship 
and charitaBle institutions and also Government 
and munioipal servants, title-holders and justioes 
of the peace. • • • 

The A.I.C:C.'s resolution at Delhi 
'n,.,.,,'.'on by that the Bardoli 'resolutions "do Desire. 

not mean any abandonment of the 
ot'iginal Congress programme of non-oo-opera
tion" altogetber rules out any such interpretation' 
as the I. S. ReforTMr has baen assiduously put
ting. upon the Working Committee's resolutions 
of Bardoli. ThOugh we are at one with cur 
contemporary in wishing the Congress to give 
up the boyoott of Counoils, we have no sym
pathy with its attempt to read the meaning' 
favoured by it into' the Congress resolutions, any 
more than the Reformer would have with the 
a~empt of some 'sooial reformer. to read modern 
illsas intu anoitl.,t sc~iptures and to represent the 

, .' 
caste system as being foreign to the Hinduoo'n
caption of society. What tbe Congress did at Ba~ 
doli was that it suspended the aggressive parts of 
non-co,operation and adopted tbe so-called con_ 
structive programme instead, but it never abandoned 
the policy, of non-oo-operation and therefore meant 
that the construotive programme should be carried 
out by Congressmen by means not inconsistent 
with non-co-operation, while to those wbo do not 
aocept the policy of the Congress other mean, we" 
also open in oarrying out that programme. But 
so long as the present policy stands, it is clearlY 
not permissible for Congressmen, to enter into 
the Councils, even if it be for promoting the con
structive programme. • • • 

THOUGH the Government of India 
Lord Lyt'oD', Oood Act has expressly invested the Gov

En.p' •. 
ernors of provinoes with the power 

of restoring rejeoted budget grants, when suoh 
restoration is considered' necessary, any free 
exercise of that power will inevitably oreate a good 
deal of friction between the Governors and the 
Legislatures. It has therefore to be exeroised very 
sparingly and with great taot. His Excellency 
Lord Lytton has set a very good example in this 
respect. He felt constrained to restore two items, 
but in respeot of both of them he restored only tbe 
amount that was neoessary to keep things going 
until the Council should meet again, so that it 
may have an opportunity of reconsidering its 
former decision., One of these items WaS for streng
thening the Caloutta Mounted Polioe and had been 
defeated by the narrowest possible majority of one. 
In announcing that this vote would. be again 
submitted to the Council for reconsideration, Lord 
Ly~on said, "I wish to make it clear that I shall 
not again exeroise the power of restoration wi th 
regard to this item and shall abide by the decision 
of tbe Council whatever it may be." The other 
item related to the Caloutta High Court which is 
under the oontrol of the Government of India, 
though the funds are supplied by tbe Bengal Go-v
erUl;nent. The firmer instructed Lord Lytton to 
rest(1l8 the item, hut even tQen he preferred to give 
~the Council another chance of voting lIpon it. 

" " " THE draft constitution~of the Irish 
P ......... t., Free State contains one whole 5eo

Rt8'bt •• 
tion-the first-dealing with the 

fundamental rights of Irisb citizens. But in th~s 
constitution. these rights are treated in a very 
defferent'way from that in which tbey are treated 
in the American Constitution. Art.icle 6 lays 
down that "the liberty of the person is inviolable 
and no person shall be deprived of his liberty ex
oept in aocordanoe with law," and, then, provides 
for a grant of the' wrilt of habeas corpus. It will be 
seen at onoe that this article does not con.in· 
any guarantee of personal freedom superior to that 
provided liy laW'. , The constitution does not im· 
pose an,. restrictions upon the -legislature, whi}$. 
the essenoe of thil American Oonstitution Is that it 

,disables the legislature from 'passing any la .. " 
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r8"~lictive of individual liberty,.nd those who 
rat. this constitution 'higher do so jus' beoause it 
oonfers no jurisdiclion upon Congles. to pas. suoh 
1...... II) Artiole 8 of 'he Irish oonelitntion ilaelf 
it- Is provided tbat "freedom of consoience and the 
free profession and prsctice of religion are inviolable 
rights of every citizen, and no law may be made 
either directly or indirectly to ••• prohibit or res
trict the free uer~ise (of any leligion)," eto., but 
no similar provision is made in regard to individual 
freedom. Article 9 8ays: "The right of free ex
pre •• ioll of opinion as wen as the right to assem
bie peace .. bly and without arms, and ~o form asso- . 
aiations or unions is guaranteed for purposes not 
.opposed to public morality. Laws regulati~g. the 
manner in which the right of forming associations 
and the right of free assembly may be uercised shan 
conlain no poll tical, religious, or clas9 disUnction." 

* * * . 
DURING the Colonial debate in the 

Kenya H"bl.ad~. House of CommoDs, Major Wood, 
Under Searetary of State for the Colonies, said, 

referring to the Kenya Highlands, that the hands 
af the Colonial Offioe were tied by pas' history 
'and that thro .. ing open the Highlands to universal 
colonisation would be inoonsistent .. ith the under
standing on which the settlers were induced to 
.settle there. That this is not the case has often been 
pcinted out to the Colonial Office, by the Indians 
Overseaa Association among others. Messrs. POlak 
a~d Andrews have clearly explained in their recent 

-statement the true nature of the 'understanding' 
referred to by Major .:wood :-

. The eo·.aUed pledge roferred. to i. tha* of Lord Elgin 
in 1908. ' Lord Elgin'. d.npa'ch, however. Deeds to be 
rea.:! al a whole. The local offioials are told to issue 
the original Crown grant. of land. fOs..J~·81.01ll of ~dmiDi8-
rative oonvenienoe. 101e1y to Europeaull!l But he added 
thtlt. his Majest.,'s Governmeo, would not oount.nsnce 
legislation differentially affeoting ,h. Indian population. 
It will b. S.~D at onoe that; no bar was plaoed upon the 
,open traD8r~r of tbe origina.l CrOWD grantl at; an,. futur. 
sale to allY purahater who bad rights in the country. Tbo: 
Indiun. J.ad the right·of purchase. An Act of the Legil. 
latur. would have beeD required to take these rights 
away. But hi. lI1ajelt,'sGovernment bid expreslll, 9tat~ 
ad tba't rio luoh raoiallegislaiioll 'Would be oounteDanced. 

As all the lands have been assigned abeadyo the 
settle .. there is nothing left of the' pledge' for 
Colonial Office to keep. On the other hand, as the 

· British Government has acoepted the resolution of 
the last Imperial Conference regarding equal status 

· for Indiacs, Mr. Churohill is in hOllour bound to 
rejeot'lhe proposal af the white settlers that seeks 

· to impose a disability on Indiana in acquiring 
property by transfer. 

• • * 
IT gives us muoh pleasure 10 able to give to 

our readers an authentio exposition of the Austra
lian policy of a "White Australis ". The writer is 

. an Englishman. who has settled in Australia and 
110 journalist .. ho represents Australian newspaper 
interesta in India and who baa written. 110 number 
of booka on economic and political questions. 
Mr. H. George Franks has kindly consented to 
write for us a sori .. of five 8rtiol •• of .. hiah we 
lIublish the llrat to·da," 

BURMA· REFORMS IN P ARLIAM}:NT. 
THE debate whioh took plaoe in the, House of 
Commons on June 12 on the Burma reforms was 
conduoted on a high level of ability and was in· 
formed for the most part by a geRuine feeling for 
oonstitutionalliberty.. The. most prominent part 
in these disOUl!sions wsa taken by tq.at tried frieud 
of India, CoL Josiah. Wedgwood, whose one anxiety 
seemed to be Be) to enlarge the reforms as to per· 
,uads the Burmans who are now following apolicy 
of non·co.operation with the Govemment to get 
Into the Counoil. He did not conceal his opinion 
of that poU!ly-he oharacterised it sa a "stupid, 
very largely ignorant, struggle"-but he did not on 
that account underrate the urgent need that existed 
.0f.Qonoiliating the opposition offered by Burman 
leaders. With this end in view he moved anum· 
ber of amendments, all of which were rejected, and 
whioh. if passed, would have, oarried the reforms 
still further in some particulars. But he expres,,", 
ed his opinion in, unambiguous terms at the outset 
that "even if theBe amendments are not accepted 
this constitution which is before us to· day is an 
'improvement on the aonstitutions giVen to Bom. 
bay, Madras, or ;Bengal and is deserving of accept. 
anoe by the Burmese people, not 1'8 the final goal, 
but as a step forward, in aonstitutional, res ponsi.
Ille, and representative government." The advance 
.\lonsists in three respects:" You have. got greater 
powers, a .much more demooratic franohise, you 
have got an honest oonstitution so far aa constitu· 
en cies are· conoerned." We have. already d wei t at 
length with the first two points. What. Col. Wedg. 
wood means by the third is that the residential 
qualifioation which obtains in Bombay, the Cen
tral Provinces and the Punjab, and the segregation 
of. urban from rural interests whioh was carried 
out in the Punjab have been wiped out from the 
Burman constitution. All things considered, Col. 
Wedgwood said, this constitution, even unimprov
ed, is a step forward that is .. orth taking. 

It was but natural that, in discussing thor 
application of diarchy to Burma, some amount of 
disoussion should have taken place on the merits of 
diarohy is general. Die·hards were not wanting. 
who denounoed this system as.altogether unheard, 
of and "as a maggot bred out of the brain of some· 
pedantic oonstitution mongerer," But their objec
tion" arose not so much because it was a novel' 
system, but because it gave some real power to the 
people. CoL Yate pronoun oed diarchy to be dead 
and thought that all that remained for the Govern
ment to do now was to perform its obsequies. But 
Sir Thomas Bennett, who rendered very valuable 
services both on the Joint Standing Committee and 
in Parliament, reminded him that howeve~ much 
the Colonel and his friends might wish it dead, as a 
matt~r of faat it .. as not dead, but .. ry much 
alive. He hit the nail on the head .. hen he said 
that the degree of vitality .. hich remained to 

·diarohy In the various provin08M depended prin-
cipally "UPOQ the oo-operaUon of the ueoutin 
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side and ·the Ministry." Presumably what he 
meant was that diarohy 'was most suooessful in 
those provinces where In praotice no separation of 
interests was disoernible in the fWo Wings of 
government, and where the exeoutive oounoillors 
and ministers worked with mutual good. will and 
in perfeot harmony. Of oourse Indians themselves 
will not be sorry if diarohy is ended, but they 
do not want it ended in the sense whioh evident
b Col. Yate, Major Glyn and Sir Henry Craik 
have in mind. It is ofoourse' the desire of 
Indian politioians that, as soon as things permit, 
diarohy.will be replaoed by full or nearly full self· 
government both in the provinoes and at the oentre. 
But the right view to take of diarohy is the one 
whioh was expressed by Mr. Ormshy.Gore : "After 
all, a diarohy is simply a stepping atone to some· 
thing els.e-not a thing in itself to be preserved at all 
costs, but only a thing to be worked through in 
order to obtain some other thing." It is meani; to . 
be transitional, and the transition from diarohy to 
full responsible government need not be long or 
weary. 

The topios that oooupied the greatest amount 
of attention were the setting up of communal 
eleotorates and the transfer of forests to the control 
of ministers. Col. Wedgwood is known to be a most 
strenuous opponent of oommunal representation. He 
-condemns it, first, as being unneoessary and futile 
and seoondly, as altogether misohievous. It is 
unneoessary and futile inasmuoh as the. proteotion 
of minority interests, whioh it is intended to 
seoure, is seoured and better seoured by other 
means, and is not sebured by oommunal reo 
presention.'lUs mischievo.us.in lis ·effaobm 'so .. 
far as it perpetuates olass distinotions whioh every 
lover of demooraoy wishes to break down and is in 
faot intended" to preserve dissension through the 
division of subjeot raoes." On the first point Col. 
Wedgwood said: 

. "If you want to proteot minorities, the bel' way is to 
give them a vote in every GODeli-tuanoy OD the general Ii., of voters. The vote is the protection for the minority; 
representation by a member of a aDmmob,. in aD 888am
bly where that Ipeolal oommunlty will b. in a small 
minorty is no proteotion Domparable to haviag votes for 
41"817 member. ,. 

I. Every mambal' in tihi. Bou.., with a few hundred 
Roman Oatholic yotera in his constituenoy i. bound to be 
more tender toward. the viewl of the Romao Catholicl 
than if ha had non.. W. have to think of Ih. vipwo of 
Sootsmen beoaUH we have a few Soo'.men in our 
eODII'itulfnoies. We have to cea.e to be ao'i-Semite 
beoaul' there are a (ewlewl in our OODS1itlltlOoy. If we 
had no Buoh oonBtituent. we could legi.late for those 
minorities. and outvote their lpeoial repre.eotativel in 
the House with perfeot e88e ADtI a good oonscienoe. As it is, 
it I. perfaoll, well known In tbi. oountry that mlnoritia. 
are lafe beaaule all minorities haTe votu on the general 
III., and avan Ihough th.y oannot el.ot tb.ir 0,", man, 
by ualng th.ir vot .. th., oan turn tba aleoloral balanca 
between two oandidal •• who ara both aaklng for Ihelr 
Buffrage .... 

Then Col. Wedgwood went on to relate how 
communal representation has failed in praotioe 
",herner it wa. tried: 

"Tbo only 0 ... In tho Brhllh Empi .. up tUl now of 
oommnn.1 rep .. oontation \0 an uample of bo .. It fallt 10 
protect minoritiea In tho OBI. of No .. Z.aland, wbo .. ,OIl 
bay. ~8oial oOllUDunal repru.tatioD :for the KaoriL 
Tha .. are three Maori ... p .... n.atlv .. In tho Nt .. ZaalBDd 
Parliament. No M.aori hal a Yo,e for aD7 _hit. Member 
of Parliament. They have th.lr spooial lilt of voter •• and 
their lpeoial reprea8n'atiYes, and the result is lameD'able 
for thalnto .. ot. of Ih. Maoris. Thro. Maori reprooont .. 
tlva. a .. natnrally a smaU mlnorlt" and ara vOhd do .. n 
each lim.. How muoh bottor wonld ( II bo) for them if 
thay had bo.n In tha potitlon of the Roman Catbollol In 
having a few votel in eaob OODSI,UuenoJ." 

In the new oonstitution for Trinidad it would 
appear that proposals were made for Aeparate 
oommunal representation, but they were .. turned 
down very deoisively, .. beoause it was reoognised 
that oommunal representation II has a tendenoy to 
stereotype raoial' and religious differenoes and 
prevents the oohesion of different clalses of the 
oommunity. " 

In regard to Burma the Government of India's 
soheme contained no provision' for speoial 
eleotorates; they proposed, instead, reserved seats 
for Indians and Karens-a solution whioh has now 
been adopted in Madras and the Deooan. Thi. 
deoision was, however, reversed,by the India Offioe, 
after the ohange that has taken plaoe in its 
personnel, and Col. Wedgwood is quite rigbt in 
holding that if Mr. Montagu had oontinued Indian 
Seoretary, he would never have sanctioned separate 
eleoto rates. . I t would seem that this proposal met 
with opposition in the Standing Joint Commit'tee 
also-Lord Chelmsford and Sir T. Bennett voted 
against it-butltwasoarriedjn the end by a majo
rity. Thus Indians OOlDe to have eleotorates of their 
own'iu 'Burma underthe"n8W ,constitution, but it 
is a mistake to think that this measure is taken, 
or that the proposal for reserving some seats for 
them in the general eleotorate was made, for the 
purpose of giving speoial proteotion to Indian 
interests. Indians are not in a minority in those 
towns in Burma where they are found in any num· 
bers-'three.quarters of the population of Rangoon 

. are Indians, and they are a large element in Man· 
dalay ; altogether there are 1,000,000 Indians in 

. Burma. They are also well organised. They, there· 
fore, need no proteotion, and it was never intended 
to give them any proteotion. A grant of oommunal 
electorates is now being made to them, and a grant 
of reserved leats on a oommon register was propos
ed for them before, not with a view to give them 
any special measure of proteotion but only with a 
view to prevent them from Winning more seats than 
their numbers were thought to justify. It was 
feared that, having greater politioal consoiousness, 
Indians would prove oarpet.baggers, and it was 
thought right to impose some restriotions upon 
them. The object of inserting a provision of 
oommunal representation in so far as the Indian 
settlers in Burma are oonoerned i8 openly avowed 
in the doouments bearing on this subjeot, and the 
blame for it should be laid. not at the . door of 
Indians, but at the door of thoss who have foisted 
luoh a provision upon them. 

• 
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fundamental one in the minds of nearly all the 
adulta who are oapableof thiDklng. Some writers. 
however, make a lIUle toe muoh of tllis fuada
~entallde .. and 110 we have one AustNlliaD 8&y
ing this: .. The 'White Australia' idea is not a 
political theory. It fa a gospeL It oounta for more 
than religion; for moM than flag, ,",oau88 the flag 
waves over all kinds of ra.o,s ; for more thMI tile 
Empire, for the Empire Is mostly bleok ar brown 
or yellow, Is latgel, heatheil, largely polYgAmous, 
partly cannibal. In faot, the 'White ,Australia' 
dootrln$ Is based on the Dellesaity for ,oaoosmg I 
between national e:dstenoe aDd oMional .uiaid&." 
Such deDlarations, howner, are far too HasgeUited i 
in their languBlle to ftpreseat the dew. of allY i 
but the agitators ana e:atremista of Allabali.. The I 
writer Of thlils8riea admits, of oouue, that to the; 
average Australian this" whit." dootriJllI Is ,an 
articulata artlole of faith; but tbis 1I&1II.e ayeragll, 
mall is nrt ameDahle. to lellllOD. In faoll he 

'leasons for hlmrelf, and 10 he reoegnUeI th. Uleta , 
oan readily be exceptions to ui. geBaral rule he .bas 
laid BoWD for what he. considers hia bountry'S wei. ' 
fare. Therefora the writer says with oonfidellOB; at, 
the vert outset Gf hisserille, th .. t frGID' eollversa. 
tions he hM recentl,. had with all ola8118s of Austra. 
liana-from. Prime Ministera and Oabinet officials to 

'llmdownera and ,farm labaurers,-that a.ny deep.' 
• ea.ted feelilig aSMnst Indla.ns is entirely .. bewt, 
exoept in tbe oase, perhaps,.,f a few bigots and 
trouble·makers. And the visit of Mr. Saebito 
Austta.lia has oertainly resuited in a loosening 
Of a.ny tension tha.tmight have been Btra.ininl on 
the minds of a limited few. 

Auslralia." polioy ha.s been founded; althllugh 
here aga.in it must be admittlJd thiLt flIe "pOlffi<. 
0801" explanations of tllb nation" liaders difl1jt 
very oonsidera.bly from the villws 'ltpressed by tIl. 
ordinary ma.n in the street. In other words, while 
the offioial "White Australia" hali been laid 1I0wn 
by law, there is a. vastly dilferent unmilten ad 
very genemlised law va.guely believed In by tb<1t8 
outside the wa.lIs ot government buildlqs. To put 
it still more boldly, huncireds of tbOUSBBdt! f1f 
Auatra.lia.ns could neithlir outline Dot even deaonh 
the "'White Austra.lia" policy I/,s defined by law\' 
Tile prinoiples out of which it hh grown, hew. 
ever, seelll to be:bom With the hedt, a.nd thus in 
oonversation the .,asOns fbr the immigration bu
riers a.re announ6~t!8Pontaneously, &slt W"'., 
by every \lne to whom the subjeot is IDentio.". 
Moreover, a.part from ab. occasional aBitorial in lhe 
daily papers thl> b.dillary person hea.ra or sees ne. 
thing a.bout the polio;-. Few people take the treuble 
to read the authoritative books bn the subject, MIt! . 
fewer still studt th~ vel'yinfrequent parlia.m8nli
ary deba.fes lipon the question, oNhile the number ..,ho 
spend time In researoh for the origin .. 1 arguments 
ussd when fue policy wa.s a.dopted twent,. yeat's 
ago could be 'COUll ted' in tha fingers' of ,the two 

ba.nds. All of whioh' goes to sho", tha.I tolbe 
Austra.lia.n this closed door policy has become part 
of his daily existence; it is an Individual oha.raoter • 
istio, a. nationa.l principle; and henoe a. . very 
diffioult thing to eradioate, enil should it ever be 
pr\lved that it should bea.handOried. 

Bu t it must ever be borne in mind that the 
"White Austra.lia." polioy, whether it b9 as formu. 

·la.led by the atatesma.n or t~worker, is based 
solely on prinoiples, and while"'t milht be im
passible ~o Infuse into theea.stern mind the. funda.. 
mental ideas of the 'Western oivHisatiiDD, !Vet it is 
hoped that.thess a.rnoles will ahow that deep and 
weU·grounded prinoiples have, fram its very in
oeption, literally demanded Bome 1II10h movement 
aa the "White Au.tra.lia" polioy. In geBeNd tlowe 
ia no .aoiM haIred or Dolour a.ntipalhy tenvard. the 
India.n~ by AUBtra.lia.nB I and wilb. per!aaps ODe 
exoeptlon, whioh is DGt India., no mere aationality 
.n~rs Inte. the question. To avera.ge AlistraLl.as, 
(WblOh mea.ns. ,of OOUl'88, the DlajoJ!it,. ~ Alieh, 
lian.~ the question is BOt a p~lUiosl ellB 11& • ., '10" 
olal oDe, but an eOODomio one, a.IthoUSIt doabtlelll ; 
a. will be shown ,iB future artloles, they will teai 
you oftl.band Iha.1 the polioy .J, purel,. ,politlo.l. 
Bat an hour's ohat with any oNiin.rypIWeon in 
tha.t grea.t Southern oontinent will rn.al ,to lilly 
on~ with. knowledge of eoonomies tbat while po. 
lItlcs a.nd .ooiology have a oertaln bearing on Ihe 
Bubjeot, the .orux" Ihe whalesituatiou is to be 
found fa Ihe AlIallra.Iian's extraordinarily jea.lOIl8· 
attltnde towa.rd. his labour orgaaieaU.,. a.lMI w.rk. 
ing oonditions. In ahla. .. l>h. of arti~ea it ia ,ttr
posed to exam_ o&1'8f.11,., frolBf an A1l8tI'a.lian 
Yiawpoin" OAt! pilnoipl .. ob. ",hloh the "White 

Before oommcil!oing our InvestigaHorl into the 
two genera.lly a.dinitted Clauses' and the oile 
predominant, but Httle thought at, ca.use, we inlih 
notice tQe oonstitutional obstaoles with which kU:v 
reforms are .confrol;lted. Although harbouring a. bare 

; 55,00,000 within its extensive borders, Australia Is 
governed by 14 houses or assemblies, comprIsing 
the governments of the six Sta.tes and the Common
wealth. Passing over the generally agreed fllct 
tha.t this is far too oostly a.nei oumbrous a method 
~f governing a mere handtul of peopie, it must 
also be noted tha.t there is a sharp division of 
power between the Commonwea.lth a.nd the Sta.te 
gov'lrnments. 'fhe former has o<;>mplete control 
'If ous~oms, !lef841ce. ,a.nc! lmmigration, while the 
severa.l Sta.te. co~t«oi a.1I ofl:ler bra.nohes at IlatiQ~al 
life, 14or8""~~ \l&OR government is entirely iil. 
dependen' 01 ail the others, so that While tba.t 
of the Commonwea.lth may be Na.tiona.list, the 
Dibin'stz m8t .&'r)-frGIIt L&lIoudD t.ibera.i,W &v.n 
rule by lib. Fame's Party. This va.rlety iadeed 

, is just what iii co be found a.I th. p"se~. time' 
80 tha.. if the Oommonwealth government should 
desiTe til alter t.t imra.igra.tion Ia.w. to permit ille 
entry of tie people a •• resent &xol mood under the 
I> White Aurira.Iia" policy, those Statf goven. 
menta whioh are not Na.tionalistie in poli~s 
eould_nd woulli-make it impossible fat the .... 
DOllleN to obtaial .. nd O. to have any p.iviJec8s 
IIVha.~er. Unforbsmately for a.IloonoerDe<i this 
((uestion of t .... ope .. door" h... beoome a PlIPty 
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issue instead of being regarded as a purely nation
al question; and this fact alone is one of the 
greatest barriers to any alteration of the existing 
laws and regulations .. 

But, despite this apparent definiteness on the 
part of Australia (or perhaps. because of it). it is 
the duty of every thinking Indian to endeavour 
to see tbe principles that lie behind the problem. 
And. moreover. the fact that we cannot realise a's 
much as another person that a certain set of condi
tions produces a corresponding set of principles. 
does not entitle us to deolare that no such princi
ples exist. It must ever be remembered that years 
and generations and millenniums oftotaliy different 
oivilisations and literature and art and philo~ 

.sophy lie behind the present.day belief of the East 
and tbe West. and it is just as diffioult for the 
West to get the viewpoint of tbe East as it is for 
tbe last to catcb the spirit of the West. But be· 
cause a tbing is difficult. we sbould endeavour the 
more· to understand it. and nothing is more illu
minating to our own minds than to see things as 
the other man sees them, even if we do not agree 
with his conolusions. 

So let us in this first article realise at least 
this quartette of facts oonoerning the .. White 
Australia" policy: 

1. It is a national charaoteristic. 
.2. It is based on logic and principle. 
3. It is more eoonomic than political. 
4. It is almost unmovably constitutional. 
Therefore in the future studies into this 

complicated and important question the writer 
trusts that his readers will. with him. abandon 
prejudice. bias. and partiality. and seek to dis
cover a possible friendly understanding between 
these two adjacent children of the one Great Em
pire. And above all. remember throughout the series 
that. as far as India is concerned, there is not a 
universal race hatred or oolour antipatby in 
Australia. Principle. based on self-defenoe, self
preservation, and raoe pride. are the actuating 
oauses of the policy,-the very oauses. incidentally. 
of the efforts of the East to get these closed doors 
open to her millions: 

The seoond artiole will reveal the anSwer of 
Australians to the query: "Is the 'White Australia' 
policy purely sooial or politioal 1" 

H. GEORGE FRANKS. 

TAMIL LABOUR IN CEYLON & MALAYA, 
SOME years ago I spent a considerable amount of 
time in investigating, by visits to both oountries, 
the oonditions under whioh Tamil labour from 
Southern India went over to Malaya and Ceylon. 

Compared with what I had seen with my own 
eyes in Fiji and Natal. the oonditions were oertain. 
ly better and the prospeots On the wbole more 
reassuring. I found. for instanoe. nO traoe of the 
hideously immoral oonditions whioh were quite 
oommon and even normal in Fiji, I never saw. 
either in Ceylon or in Malaya, suoh bad housing 

oondiUons as I saw in ·Natal. The name 'prostltu· 
tion house' was·never given to the 'coolie lines" as 
it was actually given in FijL As far as I could 
gather. the men who ·came over along with tbeir 
wives had but little solioitation 'from other men 
who would tempt them to share tbeir wives with 
them_ oustom which had received the name of 
'Fiji dastur' under the indenture system in Fiji. 

At the Bame· time I did find very great and 
·serious evils bnth in Malaya and in Ceylon. But 
these evils were· of a totally different kind. In 
Ceylon the whole 'tundu' system of indebtedness 
was an abomination, By this system the Tamil 
labourere were handed on. under their gang-man 
or 'kangani'. from one planter to another with their 
debt-sheet. called their 'tu.du', 

Each planter. in tl1rn. as he bought a gang of 
coolies. took possession' of this debt-sheet which 
bound down the labourers to his estate far more 
successfully than any five years' indenture. If the 
Tamil labourers wished to leave the estate the 
planter would say • ....;. 

"Certainly, but fir.t pay up to me in full your 
debt of 100 rupees." 

This the Tamil labourer was never in a posi
tion to do. and in consequence hs remained fre· 
quently indebted for life. It would be difficult to 
imagine a more subtle form of slavery than this. 
or a greater reaponsibility for a civilised Govern
ment to allow such a atate of things to go on. In 
addition to this there were certain penal olauses in 
the Ceylon penal code which made it possible for 
employers of this form of labour to obtain convic
tions against tbe labourers for suoh labour offences 
as refusal to work or impertinence. 

In 1919 it wail my one duty to try to get both 
these evils abolisbed. The planters themselves 
were wavering and it was easy to point out to 
them that at any time tbe whole labour migration 
from India might be brought to an end. This 
argument had great weight with them and I also 
fou nd that a large proportion of the planters 
thoro ugbly disliked both systems-the 'tundu' 
system. and the 'penal' system. When I left the 
Island in September 1919 I had every hope that 
both these evils would be very speedily abolished. 

It has been a very great relief to know that 
the labour penal clauses have now been entirely 
abolished both in Ceylon and in Malaya, I think I 
am right in saying that the 'tundu' system has 
not yet been completely done away with, but I 
believe it has received its death-blow. A great 
viotory for the rights and liberties of tbe poor has 
thus already been Won. It only remains to drive 
the viotory home. 

In Malaya the most serious evils were of 
another kind. There was no system of indebted
ness.-indeed this was, forbidden by law. There 
was comparative freedom of contract and a oon
litant passage to and fro of labourers from India to 
Malaya and Malaya to India. 

But. on the othor hand. the death rate in cer
tain areas, for which the Tamil labourers had been 
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• 
Little need be said here in re$ard to the tran ... 

fer of forests. Forest's'are no doubt the "life· blood" 
~f Burma, but it il just because the future of 
Burma depends upon how Burmans manage their 
foresta that it must be the best policy to entrust 
their management ·to them. Mr.Ormsby·Gore put 
it well when he said: 
. The people wbo will Buffer from aUJ ufiamBaagement of 

the forests ape the Burmese peopl, themlelvea through 
tbe rnellUI of Burma, aDd thi. will b. brooght home to 
them eur.mel,. lOOD If auJ' unscie.tifio management of 
the foreltl ia undert.tlu. In ."ie" of the evidenoe whioh 
""8 have bad before Ult I am r.ther inoliDed to take the 
'fi." that we should Dot aotioip.t. tbat the Burmel~ 
MiAilter and &he Burmese Council will aot in a manner 
'0 cODtrar, to tbe .rue and proper sOientiflc interests of 
1bair OOUDtry as bal beln indioated. On 'II. whole, I 
mould tbillle that it il more likely to be 8z80&1., the otber 
""8,. and that a Burmp. Mlnil'er. in de.lillg witb lOien"" 
flo mattera, will .be Jnolined to lean eyeD more tban tbe 
ordinary European official to purely loienti1ic advioe. 
Therefore I do not think we need have any fear on that 
.round. 

The enfraDchisement of women also figured 
.prominently in the debate. Of course no one 
breathed a whisper of opposition to the proposal, 
the position enjoY'ed by Burmese women being so 
.. ntirely different from that enjoyed by Indian 
women. As Col. Wedgwood said, in Burma women 
·are the politioians of the oountry. They are more 
. polltioally oonsclous than the men. The Buddhist 
Eduoational Sooiety is perhaps the most active body 
there and most of its members are women. It was 
thus quite impossible to witbhold the franohise 
from the women, but the debate turned upon the 

,number of women who would be enfranohised by 
·the new reforms. An estimate of the number was 
Bupplied by the Government of India in a telegram 
whioh was read in the House. ~~ telegram isnot 
happily worded and gave rise to diffe';'ent interpreta
tions. But the interpretation put upon it by the 
Attorney.General, Sir E. Pollook, is that the land 
revenue quallfioation alone will entitle 200,000 
women to the vote; but in addition 12 per oent. of 
the heads of households assessed to thathameda 
tax will bs women in Upper Burma. Thus the net 
result will be that 22 per oent. of the total eleotors 
In Lowsr Burma and 26 per cent. in Upper Burma 
will be WOmen. This will mean some six or seven 
lakhs, but this estimate requires to be verified b~ 
Government. 

1;HE INDIAN ESTIMATES DEBATE. 
A FULL acoount of the debate on the Indian Esti. 
mates is now to hand, but sinoe we had an aoourate 
8ummary, by cable, of Earl Winterton's speeoh, 
nothing rsmains to add to what we said before on 
that speeoh by way of oomment. But several points 
were made in the oourse of the disoussion that 
followed, and it may perhaps ba useful to notioe a 
few ofthem. • 

Tbe representatives of the Labour party took a 
very honourable part in this debate. Col. Wedg. 
wood and Mr. Spoor not only joined with others in 
oritiolsing the present polioy, but mad, lome oon. 

structive suggestions as to how that polioy sbo.uld 
be modified. . The suggestions were : (1) release of· 
political prisoners, (2) eariy steps with a ·view to 
the widening of reforms, and (3) new. eleotions to 
the Counoil", Col. Wedgwood agreed that the 
Government's repressive polioy had made, Ihe non. 
oo-operation movement less vooal alld aotually 
less powerful, but urged that in the long run the 
gaol was no oure for anything and a polioy which 
had sent some 20,000 persons to prison was & pOlio,. 

. whioh must produoe searohings of heart in the 
rulers and must at any rate be quickly replaoed by 
a construotive polioy. And the first step in the in. 
auguration of this new policy must, evidently b. 
the releasa of politioal prisoners, whioh would 
alleviate the existing bitterness and. thus prepare a 
favourable atmosphere for the policy of oonoiliation. 
In regard' to the enlargement of the present reforms, 
the Labou~ party' desire that the. Government 
"should give some indication that they are going 
to revise the whole question long before tha period 
of ten years whioh is named in the (Government 
of India) Aot." "We wan t as soon as possible an 
inquiry into the w(!lrking of diarohy' up to· now. 
They have had two years. By the time that Com
mission gets to work they will have had 2~ yeara 
-four sessions of the Legislatrue--to go UpOIL 
We want to know how it is working in the Legis • 
lative Assembly and the Counoils. We want that 
Commission to inolude in its .terms ·of. reference 
the power to make recommendations for modifioa
tion of the rules aud we want it to have power to 
recommend, if it thinks fit, new eleotion •• " The 
Labour party hold that" India should he granted 
Dominion Home Rule within, at all events, a oom
paratively short time." It is not the opinion of 
this party that diarchy has failsd, but that it haa 
oreated diffioulties which it is best to snd as SQon 
as possible. Those who are now in oontrol in 
India are not, aooording to Col. Wedgwood opposed 
to taking a step in advance. They "are all 
wanting to get through the transition stage and on 
to the next stage." N or need the European oom. 
meroial interest be deemed to be adverse. "I believe," 
said he, "British oapitalists themselves would sa, 
.that their oapital was going to be more seoure 
under a self.governing India than it is under an 
India In which raoe hatred is going on boiling up, 
in whioh the only polioy of every Indian is to get 
rid of the English. As long as you have the 
struggle for independenoe, there is arisktooapital. 
When once India cease. to see that her prinoipal 
busine.s is to get rid of the English, the, will be 
able ·to work. with the English." The Labour 
party is in favour of holding fresh election9, but 
on one oondition. "Any new election in India," 
says Co!. Wedgwood, "should be dependent upon 
the oonsent Of non.oo.operators to drop non·oo
operation so far as the Counoils are ooncerne.,!:: 
The proviso ".0 far as the Councils are oonosrned" 
does not signifY anything, for Col. Wedgwood 
himself says that onoe the non.oil.operators go on 
the Counolla "the rest of non·co.operation .;m 
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fall. to the ground and be futile and stupid." He 
holds a very strong opinion of the boycott of 
Councils by . the non-co-operators, whom he 
oharacterises as "the Indian die-hards." "I 
have always ·thought and said," he tells 
118, "it wal insanity from the point of view 
of the non-oo-operators themselves not to get them
selves eleoted OD to the Assembly ( and the 
Provinoial Councils )." Be realises that the non
lJOooperators .. would make themselves a nuisanoe 
on the Council..... They might maki! soenes in 
Parliament. .. But he does not mind. i~, because 
we "have to go through that stage." F61''' if you 
are eVBr going to turn poaohers into gamekeepers 
;rou have to expeot them to do a little kioking 
over the traeU. You expeot them to have a night 
out ocoasionally. I am Geltain that is the only way 
in whioh they will learn responsibility." 

It will be remembered that Lord Winterton in 
his opening speech asseited that there was a great 
deal of antipathy·to the services among the ranks 
of the Indian politioillons. It is a pity flhat no member 
-not even of the Labour party-cared to put thiugs 
right on this head. In faot, several members 
8poke in such a way as to give a point to the 
Under-Seoretary's oomplaint. We are partioularly 
grieved to find Mr. Aoland itl this coinpany. Indeed, 
he 8eems to entertain ouriously wrong notions 
about the servioes. He spoke strongly in favouy 
of increasing .. the very, very insuffioient pay of 
the Indian oivil servants" and reoommended giving 
80me furtber conoessions than a proportionate 
pension to those who refuse to serve in India be
oause of the altered oonditions-" some compensa
tion for loss of oareer." Of course he also had some 
sound advice to offer to the servioe. He said: "I 
think that our service has got to lea1n, as it is 
learning, no doubt;, that India is to be Indianised, 
and that it can no longer be the happy play-ground 
for British officials." In India .. you 'had the 
power of bossing other people, and that is what I 
think is the wrong spirit altogether. In regard to 
the civil servioe I feel thie, that if bhey have grad
·o.alIy to drop out and to give way to other ,ersons, 
let them at any rate have a ohance of geing down 
with their fiag flying, &nd fiying high." But we 
beg to assure him that, on the side of Indians; 
there is no disposition whatsoner to hMass mem
hers of bhe service if the latter are reaU, dispMed, 
as a large portion of them are. to make a SUC08SS 

ofthe reforms. Mr. Aolalid referred. to " ODe or two 
enmples ... of how Provinolal Minisueu and others 
have realised flhat, aUhough they cannot dismies 
an Indian civil servant, they can make things 
extraordinarily Ullplesant for him by withdrawing 
his staff and doing taings of that kind." We have 
not heard of any such inoidents andlilust refuse 
to believe that if any have happened, they are at all 
typioal. 

On the question of military ohMg1!s Sir 
Thomas Bennett took a strong line. He adverted 
to the belief that prevaile in India that" that total 
of 62 orores for military expenditure, whioh h&s 

baen put forward ,by the Military Department as 
the irreducible minimum, has not been arrived at 
entirely by the Government of India, but tbat the 
total has been imposed upon India through 
deolsions come to in this oountry, .. and adduced 
the statement made by Sir Sanltaran Nair before 
he left for Englandin corroboration of th is belief. Be 
emphasised a point which is Apt to be ignored, .iz. 
that the objeotion to this heavy military expendi
ture comes not only from Indians, but from the 
European mercantile Gommunity and tbe European 
Preas also. As to the plea advanoed by the military 
experts "that.itis obsolutely neoes8sary to spend 62 
orores on tbe Army this year, and that, if not, she 
country will be i.n a state of internal and e.sernal 
inseourity," he reminds tbe House that the price 
of this milUary defence for Indians is nothing len 
than bankruptcy. He asked: " We admit, every
one admits, the urgent need of security, but ie it 
not a somewhat qualified benefit to afford security 
to a bankrupt State? If we, through our seeking 
~fter seourity, bring about the bankruptoy of [ndia, 
what will be the effect upon all concerned ?" 

We need only refer in the end to the extraordi
nal'Y statement made by Lord Winterton that a large 
proportion of the political prison~rs in India are 
guilty of aots of vioience and that therefore it is 
impossible to release .tbem. as suggested by Col. 
Wedgwood. "I should have asked him," he remark
ed, "whether breaking a policeman's head in a street 
riot caused by an inflammatory speech constitut
ed a man a political offender. and whether such a 
gentleman had gone to gaol for conscience' sake. 
because a great many of the people who have bean 
arrested in India have been arrested for disturb
ances of that kind." We are perfectly oertain 
that among the political offendera clapped into gaol 
there is a very small proportion indeed who have 
taken part in any such disturbances. At any rate 
no one has ever yet asked, in India, for the release, 
or even the differential trea.tment, of persons who 
have committed any act of violence, though such 
violence be inspired by a political motive. And 
if Lord Winte:oton is det)~:ed from releasing 
politillal offenders only by tbe difficulty mentioned 
by him, t,hen, we BAY, a very large proportion of 
tbe political prisoners may be let out at once. 

THE T.RUTH ABOUT THE" WHITE 
AUSTRALIA" POLlCY. 

L .... A NATIONAL PRINCIPLE. 
IT slirely is about time that a logioal and truthful, 
but by no maims apoldgetio, ontline be given of eJie 
real causes and meaning of the muob-talked-of 
" Waite Australia" policy. UnfOl'tunatelyfor 
A~tralia, India, Africa and the. Empire as a 
whole thiB poUtioal dootrine or ideal-call it what 
you will-has been,. in most cases, either ent~Ii~! 
misllndemood or not understood at all. ThiS IS 
as t1'lle of the avetage Australian as it is of the 
average Englishman and Indian, aUhongh in 
Au.tralia it must be admitted thAt the idea is a 
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~eoruited, was IOmetimes nothing less than .ppal
iling. No home Government ought ever to hava 
,allowed Ignorant and llliterate labourers to go un
awares into suoh death traps. 

There were strenuous efforts being made by Dr. 
Watson, when I was there, to oounteraot malaria 
,.nd brilliant preventive work. had been done. But 
very muoh more remained unaooomplished and 

'80ma estates had still an 8lI:oessive mortality. . 
With regard to the housing arrangements all 

that I saw in Malaya appeared to me far bettQr 
than anything I had seen elsewhere. The village 
life had been preserved. . 

. But, in· spite of muoh that was good and 
wholesome, tbe proportion of men to women in the 

·different labourers' quarters still remained at a 
very low rate indeed. The average was that 'of 2.9 
'Women to every 100 men. It was as ol.ar as pos
·alble to me that • pl.gua of vioe might at any 
"time set In, as it had already set in at FijL 

800n after my first visit to Malaya and the 
.publioation of the Report I had made, I received an 
:invitation from· the Planters' Assooiation of 
Malaya to go over· at their expense and 

.as their guest in order to help them to solve this 
-very problem of ' family oolonisation '. At a 
later date I reoeived a oable from the Chair
man pressing urgently this original invitation. 
"The impression that I got was that the Planters as 
a hody were andous to set their own house in 
-order before the ohanges in the Indian Emigration 
.Iaws were passed. 

There were other evils whioh appeared to me 
to be blghly oritioal. Every year the number of 
~hiD8" labollrers ·was inoreasing and this labour 
was almost entirely male adu~nd highly paid. 

-()ften the barraoks oontaining th .. Chinese labour
ers would be in olose prOximity to the Tamil labour
-ers' barraoks. There was a very .Iarming risk 
indeed of ~he sCllioitation of the Tamil women by 
the offers of jewellery and finery, for whioh the 
highly paid Chinese labourers oould easily afford 
to pay. The number of these Chinese labourers has, 
in reoent years, very largely inoreased, and the 
-danger has thus beoome oorrespondingly greater. 

Sinoe the year 1920, strange events have been 
happening all over the rubber world. Quite 
8uddenly there came a great drop in the prioe· of 
l'Ubbor and as reoovery by normal prooesses beoame 
impossible, abnormal prooesses have oome into 
favour. It has now been olearly proved that tha 
-earlier higher prioe ot rubber was artifioial. Rubber, 
whioh sold previously at three shillings, now 
'fetohes only seven penoe and eigbt penoe. 

The attempt is being made to obtain onoe more 
the bigher prioe by a oombined restriotion of output.' 
Tbis means, of oourse, less ·labour. 

As far as loan gather from the reports wbioh 
bave reaohed me, the Tamil labourers who have 
41een the ohief instrllmenta in the produotion 01 
this rubber,.whloh. brought suoh high prioes . in 
former times, bave beon dispensed wit!l. on many 

. e.tatee at .e1!.ortno~ioe, .without any thought of 

oompenSl'tion. Vary great hardship bas ansuad. 
This is lIie fate of labour' all the world ovalo 

unlass it is proteoted by Trades' Unions. Tbe 
. Tamil labour in Malaya was quite inartioulate 
and helpleas and soaroely a rumour even of wbat 
was going on reaohed India till it was too lata to 
intervene. 

Under tbe new Emigration Aot the Legistative 
Counons will have enormons. powers of interfer
enoe. If, these are .used with expert ,knowledge 
and with a careful oonsideration of all the problema 
involved, then great improvements may be made. 
l!ut if thay are used. in a reaotionary way in 
order to stop emigration altogether, tbe whole 
eoonomio progress of tbe labourers in 80uth: India 
may be thrown baok. For there oan be no doubt 
that the marked .advanoe in wages for agrioul. 
tural work wbioh bas taken plaoa in. 'he Madras 
Presidency in reoent years has been largely due 
to the power to emigrate eitber to Malaya or Ceylon 
whioh the labourer had at his disp!lsal. 

C. F. AlmREWS. 

CONTINENTAL LETTER . 
BaESLAU, IU5m 17. 

JUST as publio opinion in Europe for 'more than 
four years was being put off from one offensive to 
another, so does it. now-.. days liva in bopes from 
one Conferenoa to another. And just as then tbe 
whole world was united against one sole, utterly 
deluded, Power wbioh refUBed to see that morally, 
if not physioally, its game bad been lost long ago: 
sO also now is tbere ono single Power whioh fully 
believes to be 'able to shut out oonolusions .t whioh 
tha rest of the whole world has arrived. If at 
Genoa . trutb .was muzzled, It managed at tbe 

· Bankers' Confere.noe of Paris to open its lips. All 
the seduotive oharm of tbe Parisian atmosphere, 
whloh sO often suooeeds to draw within the magio 
clrole of the Frenoh mentality even the most stolid 
of foreign visitors, failed this time to ban the speo
tre of Europe's eoonomio oollapse, wbicb appeared 
to the terror-strioken guests. Tb. Bankers' Con-. 
ferenoe left no doubt about the truth-a regular· 
IIflcret de polichi-nelle everywhere outside of Franoe' 
-that the reduotion of the German reparation Ii&
bili ties to the limit of their aotual realizability is 

, the premiss of Europe's reoovery. By tbis very 
· faot it was admitted that the Reparatil'n provisos 
· ofthe Versailles Treaty and the London deofsions 
, as to their praotical fulfilment were so mnoh non-
sense. But the Bankers' Conference bin ted fu .... 
ther, that help must oome quiokly, sinoe a German 
eoonomio oollapse threatened a politioal chaos 
whioh might well draw the whole of Europe into 
its maelstrom. 

Outside of Franoe there was of oourse nothing 
novel in theae deolarations: but their effeot au tbe 
mentality of Frenoh governmental oiroles forms 
·an interesting oontribution to the study of the psy
cbology of militarism. Although nobody could 
oall pro-German this meeting of tho world'. lead-
l. . , . 
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ing bankers,amongst whom the Amerioan Morgan 
played a prominent part, the l!'ranoh discovered 
many r~aaons why these experts had looked upon 
the situation from wrong points of view, why their 
findings could but be neglected, and why it waa 
still right to treat as a political question what the 
rest of the world could only regard as an eoono
mic one. Thus France, with that false oonsoious
ness of power whioh is based on the knowledge of 
possessing.the most powerful army in Eurol'e, re
garded matters from an angle of vision perilously 
near to that of pre-war Prussia, where· everY gun 
was inscribed with a cynic sneer at the mere idea 
of Right': mtima Ratio Regi8. 

Meanwhile conditions are getting worse and 
worse. A .German Memorandum submits that up 
to date already the huge sum of six hundredorores 
of gold-marks has been spent on the armies of oocu
pation-a sum whioh becomes understandable 
when one finds that Jor instance the furniture de
manded by the nigher grade officers is one to satis
fy the demands of even the most spoilt daughters 
of American super-millionaires. Such things are 
of course .much discussed in the papers and em
bitter greatly public opinion, espeoially ~ince they 
contrast strangely with the constant exhortations 
to thrift addressed by the French to the German 
Government. And when a pacificist calls the atten
tion of his countrymen to the fact that the German 
army in Belgium had behaved still worse, he is 
being answered that those were times ·of war. The 
fact is that the War does still continue, though 
un,der a differen t form, and it is for this very rea
.on that a pacificist Government, suoh a~ . the pre
.ent Government of Germany, has got suoh a diffi
cult task to counter the reactionary foroes which 
manifest themselves in thousandfold ramifications. 
On the other hand it would be a'great mistake, to 
take abroad too seriously the everlasting regi. 
mental· celebrations and war reminiscenoes, in 
which certain circles delight so muoh, and to over
le-ok the solid f8ct that the great mass of the peo
ple (on which the Gover~ment depends) is itself out 
and out pacificist. 

Very sad too, consequent upon siJ]lilar oircum
stances, is the development of things in Austria. 
Austria, still more the "Niobe of the Nations" than 
Byron's Rome, is in a perfeotly hopeless state. The 
Peace Treaty has clothed her in a Nessus shirt, 
witkin which she ie slowly burning herself out. 
Unable to feed herself, she finds nowhere the means 
of getting her foed from abroad. Her obvious desire 
of joining up with Germany has been inhibited. The 
huge financial difficulties into which fully oonsoi
OllS she bas been hurled, lead within her borders· 
from time to time to spasms of a pessimism of in· 
creasing intensity whioh manifest themselves in 
sudden, feverish, abysmal plunges of her exohange. 
(Thus the price of a pound of meat rose early in 
.Tune to 5000 orowns!) 

Sucli developmenlshave, extraordinary poli
tical consequences •. Thu8 there is now aUhe head 
Clf Austria a, olerioal dignitary, Seipel, who had 

been Cabinet Minister during the last period of 'he· 
Hapsburg regime, who is still blindly devoted to· 
the House of Hapsburg and who openly admits 
that he is a republican entirely against his own 
will. This dangerous reactionary apparently en
joys to a high degree the confidenoe of the French 
Government, ·whioh warmly supports all the Aus
trian legitimist ItrOllpS (mostly belonging to the 
former Court nobility), since it is they who in the· 
interests of their anti·democratic privileges most 
hotly oppose union with a republican Germany. 
On the other.hand, and not quite consistent with 
such polioy, France encourages the idea of Austria 
joining the Little Entente. Thus M. Barthou, the 
Frenoh Minister, pointed at Gen!)a in his conver
sations with the Austrian Chancellor, M. Sohober, 
again and again to this as the road of salvation. 
It is however more than doubtful whether the Pan
Germans and Socialists in Austria:are prepared to· 
sell their raoial affinities for bread. But in 
making Austria the keystone of a new Danubian 
edifice over which the French tricolour is to be 
hoisted, France does not only think of securing 
herself again·st Germany, but also against Italy. 

The policy of Italy has in these last years 
vacillated a good deal. At times, apparently under 
t~e influence of politioians like Count Sforza,. 
Italy followed obediently in the wake of France. 
But recently, and especially since Genoa, the 
relations between Rome and Paris have become 
very muoh looser. The suioidal polioy of the 
Frenoh Government, which under Poincare threat
ens to drag down with It the rest of Europe, has
helped to reaffirm the natural community of 
interests between Italy and England, which has. 
of late more strongly come into the foreground. 
But of course Italy, as most other European coun
tries, suffers within gravely from po .• f bellllm effects 
which impair her power for action without. Here 
as elsewhere the world war has extinguished the 
civilisatory development of centurie,,_ As in Ire
land and in Upper Silesia to-day political differ' 
ences of opinion are no longer settled by way 0 f 
discussion, but by gun and hand grenade, so also 
in Italy are settlements by way of civil war the 
order of the day. 

Rabidly ohauvinistic manual workers (a spe
cies unknown in Germany), the so· called Fascisti,. 
are supported by the members of the upper classes 
and together oppose themselves to the Socialists. 
The old antagonism of G:uelph and Ghibellene 
seems to have come to new life under new forms. 
Thus there was recently formed in the old univer
sity town of Bologna a regular ·encampment of 
many thousands of militarily carefully organised 
Fascisti, eager to fight tbe Reds, and the Govern
ment has apparently· had the very greatest diffi

. oulty in mastering a most threatening situation. 
But out of all these complioations there pro

mises to emerge an anything but unhappy result . 
The past events are making their impression on 
tile taotios of the Sooialists. Hitherto, though 
oomposed of great numbers, [the Italian, like the' 
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-German Sooialists of the pre-war days, have con
"tented ~hem88lvea with an utterly .terile polioy of 
· negation and have therefore had only a very small 
influence on the nation&! affairs. But it 1000, as 
if ~here was going to be soon a 'change in this 

·direotion-a change which would not laok in im·· 
· portenoe in its oonsequences upon Europe&D poli
tios, even if taken alone, but would be doubly im
port&n~ if th&t even t was to c~~e about whioh so· 
many prediot who know their Italy best: a rappro
chement between the Sooialists &Dd the "Popolari," 
-the Catholio Democratio party. It is oonfidently 
antioipated that by autumn a completely new 
parliamentary situation will have been oreated in 
'tbisway,and the one man who would enjoy the oon
fidenoe of suoh a pallia men try combination would 
be Sgr. Nitti. For Nitti, the out-and·out oppo
nent of the Versailles Treaty and uncompromising 
adherent of the Keynes theses, is clearly indioated . 
as the politioalleader of the future. The premier
ship of Nitti w.ould no doubt presuppose the 
"breaking through" of the Frenoh front by the 
armies of oommonsense : but so far there is little 
·~o expeot in this respeot in the near future. 

The reoently inaugnrated Conferenoe at the 
Hallue, at all events, is not shaping so as to make. 
anyone expect from ita progress anything in the 
· nature of a surprise. 

LEVIN L. SCHUCKING. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE PRIVY COUNCIL ON THE 
LAW OF ADOPTION. 

To TilE EDITOR OF THB SERVANT OF INDIA. 

8IB,-1 am gJad to DOC. that by publilhfDI an article OD 
,. tbe Hindu Widow'. Power of AdoptJ.pD. n you hay, opened 
discus_Ion on 8 topic whioh touche. BiDci~iet:r ItO v1&aUy. 
Your oontributor disolol.a a oareful and critioal Itudy of 
fih' PrlVT Council'. deai,ioD in the adoption cale of YadalJ 

· v. Namdev. Undoubtedb. tbil deci.ioD bas made the lot of 
a Hindu widow in the 14abratta C8UDtr, and in Gujarat beaf
able aDd hal tn this way removed a ,relt hardlhip. Still, from 
the purel,. legal point of view, it can scaroely be said 

-that tbe length,. discussion of the previous oaae .. law was 
.called for b, tbe tin:iing In faot and in law on 'tbe questIon 
of I.para'ion. Tbougb their Lordshipa' remarks on tbi. 
'lueltion, it mipt be said, are not obit.,. dicta but form part 
of the grounds on whioh t.he oa8e wal deoided t ooe OaoDoi 
I&y thai the leDstb,. diaaus.ioD, wbich does not;- touch 
Hindu Law &II IDte.vre'ed b)" Smrili writerl, .. aa Itrfotl:r 
neoe.l&!'J" for the rel\llt arrived at. When ,he quenioD wiD 
••• in CO up to the Pri...,. Oounoil. it will no doubt: be eon.
tendacl tho!l on the autbority of 4S AU. 228 P. 0.( Lord Dune
din j tbat tbe Prt.". Cou.aU ta Doli bound b, the reuonl 

·.iveD bJ' it in a previoul oale. and I Iball not be _.riled if 
a atronaer aDd different Board refu.es to Itand by ita former 
deai.ion. The infallibility of the Privy Counoil deoialon. if 
muoh .baton by tho PriyY Oaun.il iu.lf Wb.D it cw.rruI.d lb. 
Bellah R.j 0'" <_ Lord 0 .. 0). UDd ....... oIro_IoDO", 
tbe ullaer'alnt, in whiah thie part • the law of adop
tion .'andl at pnle.n&., O&IIDot be •• id. to he" beeu removed 
-.entirel,.. When it il remembered ,hat Ramji v. Glioma. 
.toad unoritiolled for nearl,. half a oenturr, the f.ot tba. tbi. 
fur'her ct."tadoa from Bindu Law. logiaal ibolllh it m&J' 
be. ,boll}A Oft di.turbed the peace of the Bindu oOMlDunh,. 
•• W ...... IDdl., wlU aol ot .0U be .urp.iol .... -Y ........ t •• 

J'lDtb.ad~ Ju17·t. 
S."'APTL 

A. CORRECTION. 

WE regret that iD II Sitabaldi' ... artiole publiahecl ta lal!lt;; 

week'. inu .. IOrae 'liypocraphioal anora ha"e orept In a~ 
page 271. Tbe,oorreotioaa are meDtiOBed below:-

(1) . CoL 1. IiDe 11: "the reduoiioD is DM allowed t.o 
sland." The word·' DOt "mould have been ·'ubw.'" 

(2) OoL 1. line as:· U aDd, if Deoaa.arr. ,to pl'e:geut ., 
lIupplementaf7 demaud. .. •• P"vent" ia, obviously. a mistake 
for" prueDt." 

(S) 001.1. ODe i7: "lIIIriaullure waB out by Be. 18,000." 
Tklo1igura mould proper17 be .. RlI. 1,80,000." .. 

WIDOW IIARRIAGES IN THE PUNJAB. 
THE Seore1iary of the Vidhv. Vivah Sabait Sabba, Lahore, 
luppli •• the follOWing informatiou. to u.:.-

Reports of 15 widow m.arri.ses have been :reaeived fr9m 
the different branohe. aDd co-workers of the Vidhva Vivah 
Sabaik Babba, Lahore (Punjab), during the month of June. 
19226 The total number of widow marriages held in the cur
teD1i year, i. e.. ;from lit January, 1922, to the end of June 
reaches 163. 8. detailed below ~, 

Brahman 10. Kbatri 47, Arora 45, Agarwal 14, X:aisth 
1(1, Baipu~ 7. Sikh. 11. lIi ••• Uaneoua 11, Total 165. 

A Conscience· Clause 
FOR INDIANS 

In Indian Bducation C!odes 
(WITH A. REPLY TO CERTAIN CRITICISM) 

BY 
The Right Hon. V. S. Srlnivasa Sastrl 

Proaidnt, S ... "",. oJ 1tldi" Sociotllo 

Crown 16 mo. 67 PP. Paper BowwL 
~rice lIDo.II Eight. 

INDIA'S WAR FINANCE. 
AND 

peST.WRR PReBLBMS. 
ST Prof. V. G. Kale, K. "-

The book luoidly reviews the a4ministration 
of Indian finance during war time and clearly 
brings out the great services rendered and saeri
fioee made by this oountTY for the successful pro
seoution of the war to a viotorious issua It 
desoribes the elfetos . of the war upon Indian 
inanoe, cnrrency, exchanr:e, trade and banking 
and points out in what dir~otions urgent reforms 
are called for in view of the requirements of the 
couniry's progress in the era of reoonstruotion and 
rapid development. Every student of publio ques
t.ions and of Indian Eoonomios ought to buy a 
copy. Cloth bound Rs. 2, 

Medical Services in India 
BY 

I 
. AN I. M. S. OFFlCEJl, , . . . Vrice as. 8 ~ostage extr ... 

eepielt may be had olleadlDg booksellers 
aIUl tbe· aryabbasbao Press, "000" a.ct 
So_NY Yalbbav,Press, BomNy. 
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ROOKS ON NEW THOUGHT. 
Rs. A. 

1. How to be Happy though all goes 
Wrong. By J. C. P. BOd'e' . 1 5 

2. Success and Happiness. Personal 
Magnetism, and Will Power. By 
Alex. Verner. F. A. I. P. 0 9 

S' 11' eOdrse of J>ractical Vsychic 
Instruction. CQmprising ( 1 ) Personal 
Magnetism, ( 2) Mind Rea'iing( S) 
HYpn,)tis'l1 and (4) Magnetio Healing. 0 9 

4. Thought Force in Business and 
Everyday Life. A. Series of Lessons 
in Personal Magnetism. P.yohio Influ
ence, Thought Foroe. Conoentration. 
Will Power and Praotical Mental 
Soienoe. By William, Walter Atkinson. 4 6 
, VARIOUS. 

1. The way of the Flaming Heart. 
By Atthur Ward 1 5 

2. Ghosts and Legends of Soatb 
Somerset. By G. F. Munford 1 5 

S. Brahmin Rhymes lor British 
Readers. By Pitt Bonarjee 1 5 

Theosophical Vublishing House 
Adyar. Madras. 

HINDU LAW. 
( 3rtl Edition. ) 

BY 
iI. R. GHARPURE, EBCJ., B. A' I LL &, 

H.llIh CoW't Vakil. Bombay. 
Vriee Rupees Ten, Vostage Extra. 

Copies oan be had at.-
The AryabhuBhanPresB, Poona Oit,. 

NEW SeeKS 
WILSON PHILOLOGIOAL LEOTURES 1915 

MARUHI 
I ts Sources and Deyelopment 

• BY 
HARI NARA UN APTE 

Demi 8 vo. pp. 100 
.vrieea-

Cloth Bound-BI.II. paper.Cover Be_l-8. 
postage Ilxtra. 

HINDU LRW IN THE NEW ERR 
BY 

K. K. G6KRllLB, 
Sub-Judge Jath State. 

Crown 16 vo. pp. 80 Paper cover. 
Price Annas Ten. Postage Extra. 

The 'lryabhulhan Prns.' J>oono eily. 
Oa" " /tad of:- ' . 

The Maaager Rl'yabhullhan Press. 
J>oona eity. 

THE 

Servants of India Society's 
PAMPHLETS. 

I. seU-Goveram •• llor 1.41s sad.r til. Brllllll 'ISa- o-&o~ 
II,- the Hon. Mr. V. B. Brim" ... Saari, Pre.lde." 
Sarnnb of Incli. 8eII.,)'. Crown 16 mOo PPo ilL 

11. Th. Palllla Sonlall la 1.418- o-lo-~, 
II,- Mr. Hirda), N a,h Itaasru, Beaior M.mber, 
Upp.r Inclia Branoh. Sa ... antl of India Boole",. 
Orown 16 mo. PP. 175. 

.. ne Coag ......... g .. SlII.me: AIIesp.ltloa- :G-&-O· 
b:v th. Hon. Mr. V. B. Srim",.." Sa.tri. OrowII16 
mOo pp. 66. 

&. Th. Co-op ... tln Monmeat- 1-G-O, 
b:v Mr. V. V.aka ...... bb"iJa, mombor, S .... alli. of 
India Booloty aad Mr. V. L. Me.h .. Manager, 
Bomba)' Oontral Co-oporati"o Bank Ltd. Bomba),. 
OftIWD 1il mo. pp. 19L 

&. TIle Me41aal S.rYI ... la 11141_ Q-8·0, 
b:v an I. M. S. 01ll00r. C1'OWII 16 mo. PP. 58. 

6. Trado Ualoa ... glll.t1_ 0-4-0 
b:v A Labour Ad"ooa.... Crown~16 mo. pp. :IS. ' 

7. The Coa..,lea.e Claa .. lor la41aalla la41 •• E4aa.t1oa G-lI-l) 
C04 .. (Wltll. reply 10 certala Crltlcllml)-

b:v Tba Rt. Hon. V. So Srini"asa Sanrt Pro.ldon. 
So ... an •• 01 India llooia')'. Crown 1~ mo. Bi.o pp. 67. 

I Llle 01 6. K. 60kllale- 07" O· 
b:v HOIl. Mr. R. P. Paranjp),a. WI.1I nl •• ftnolllua· 
tration. and faclimUe of ,be dead patriot'. hand
writing. (4.h odition). Crown 16 mo. pp. 88. 

I. Ule 01 Prol. D. K. \lan_' ~9 
Th. Grea. Booial Raformer, b:v 'b. HOIl. Mr. R. P. 
Paranjp),e. Crown 16 mOo pp. 71. 

11. lIatln Stat .. aa4 POIt·War Reforau- 1-0-0 
b:v Mr. G. R. Abh)'aakar. B. "'" LL. B~ Sangll B ..... 
Crown 16 roo. pp. 96. 

&. 1 GIll 01 Glla-R.llaay_ D-lI-O 
(lnd acli.ion, r.prin.) b:v Mr. V. M. J oBhI. JI. "" 

$, Wrltlags s04 Speecll .. of tllel.t. Boa." B. 6. Y. ~0I1II. 
Demi 8 vo. pp.1400. ·Cloth Bound. 5-0-0 

Wrltlags .a4 Speeclles 01 SIr N. G. Chaada •• rk.r. 2-8-&-
Demi 8 vo. pp. 660. Cloth Bound. 

(N. B.-Tba above prioe. do no. inolude pO.'.g.. which 
will be extra.) 

The8e book8 can be had of :-
The Rryabhusban Vl'ess, J>oona elty. 

/i- -====--=~ 

I! IMveRTRNT. Ii i . Leac.rma SpecifiC' is tbe only our~ for l~prosy. : ' 

II (Any kind of spots on the body aithor rookb1a ... h,l. rOd,]! 
even from venereal diseases, vanish witnin a short time.) ,. 

l 
Priae Tin Ro. 4-8-0 only. 

I DR. W. N. DIXIT, M.rahanl, J ' 
I Poona City. -
\..-... .::::. .. .:=. --=- .. 

DAWN of MODERN 
FINANCE in INDIA. 

A.dtitioal Review 'of Indian Finance in the 
earl,. stages of its evolution and an Exposition of 
the present Finanoial Position in relation to recen' 
developments. A helpful guide to a study of Indian 
Finance. 
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~ book oan be nad of ~ 
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