Editor: S. G. YAZE.

o

Office:

India

KIBE WADA, BUDHWA‘R_ PETH, POONA CIT

Vor. IV, No. 42. ]

POONA—THURSDA.Y NOVEMBER 17, 1921, .

- [ AFguaL Sopsw. Rs, 6

CONTENTS.

‘PAGE

Tarms or TEI WEEK e 493
ABTIOLE ;—

The State Management of Rnllwnyl e w M5
SPECIAL ARTICLER g . -

God or Cesar? By B.C. E. Zaohnrles, rh D. . 496

The Chamber of Princes. By G. E. Abhyankar,

B. A.LL. B, " e -4?7

A LETTER PROM LONDOM . 499
THEE WORLD OUTSIDE .. - B00
CORREBPONDENCE :~— ' "

“Indian Legislative Eoonomion.” By E. L. Price,

M. L, A. o e Cune P 1) §
BELEOTION = .

The Mulsi Peia Affair s

. BO2

TOPICS. OF THE. WEEK,

SIR HORMASIT WADYA, President,
Deccan Sabha, has, on its behalf,
conveyed the foliowing message to
" His Royal Highness the Printe of Wales:
Counail of the Deccan Sabha most cordislly wel-
vcome your Royal Highhess on your visit to India
and pray for your health and well-being through-
out your stay with the strenuous work it must'
entail. They fervently trust that the visit will
enable your Royal Highness to know the views and '
wants, and the wishes and aspirations of all’
classes, and ensure your sympathetio regard, and
thus contribute to make India more contented, '
more prosperous and happy, and more deeply devo-
ted and firmly attached to the Person nnd Throne

of His Majesty the King-Emperor.”
» * -

Welcome
to the Prince.

THE Viceroy's decision in regard to
the martial law prisoners in the
Punjsb will provoke intense dis-
satisfaction throughout the country. We believe
that Lord Reading has judged sf the cases from
the records and feel that he has not made sufficient
allowance for the ciroumstances under whioh they
were originally heard. -'We could wish nothing
better for the prisoners than that their trials were
hold over again denovo; for we only want justice
to be done. But if a re-trial was impossible, it was
"clearly necessary on the part of the Vicercy to
tomper such justice as alone would be warranted
by the defeotive records with a large measure of
justioe. One cannot resist the thought that in these
cases neither abstract justice nor 'practical statan-.
"manship has had free play. . :

Naither Justice
notr Mercy.

 THE Governmeﬁt have ciur‘ing{,'l.;}:le

A Good Riddance. pagt week published the long looked

. for scale of pensions on which LC.S.
may, if they w1sh retire prematurely on account of
pohtwnl moompatlblhty of temper with its new
regime. So far, we are told, there have been few
aspirants and it will be interesting to see whether
the published scale is so generous as to induce.a
greater exodus. Itisof course questionable polioy to
“reward mutineers”, as New India ‘8o indignantly

" puts it; it is equally inadvisable, to burden the

already growing Indian budget with yet jmgre
pensions. It would seem, that roughly speaking,
the new scale equals the pension on which a man
may already be invalided out of the servme, plus a
little “douocsus,’ of £100—and we must say, we do
not see the sense of perpetuating that extra tip.

Inorease it, when the man leaves, so as to give )hun
some money in hand with which to set up in 60me
other cocupation—hut why go on with it indefinite-

o ly? Anyhow and for all that, we must candidly
o 0 i}

say, that our prinoipal feeling is one of ‘great relief
at the prospect of a good nddanca—aven thpygh
costly at the time. Indiahas had enough of foreign
bossing ; foreign helpers remain weloome, thoygh,
as their utility decreases, so will naturally their
number and, probably, their remuneration be de-
creased. In the meantime let all those who ecall
themselves civil servants, but in fact conceive of
themselves as heaven-born autoorats, quit. We
believe it will pay India handsomely .to make
them quit: even at the published scale. But there
is one, and only one, condition: that the- place ,of
| those we have got rid of at great expense be per-
manently reserved for Indxans.

s = »

)
]

‘ IN last week's Ymmg India an
l-lzllt More Light! atfempt is made to light up a point
which seems . obscure to -us—the

.| possible connection between home-spinning -and
| oivil disobedience. The argument runs thus: ocivil
| disobedience is inviting suffering on aneself; ino

one oan be a willing sufferer who is a pauper; there

.| is pauperism in the country at present and it can

be removed only by haud-spinning ;' therefore it

| follows that no one ean practise civil :disobedience

who is not a hand-gpigner, §. & who doas net .kpow
the art of spinning and does no! wear hand-spun
and hand-woven glothes. There is not a.single step
in this process of reasoning which is free .from
fallacy. Even to mase disobedience it oaunot
apply ; but it is clearly inapplicable to individual
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disobedience, for the simple reason that there must
be many amongst those who are unable tospin with
‘their own hand or use hand-spun or hand-woven
clothes who are not paupers,and there is no reason
why they should be under the disability which the
All-India Congress Committee imposes upon all
individuals alike. 3urely it is not alleged that
only hand-spinners are capable of any kind of
sacrifice, but nothing less than that is required to
make the condition attached by the Committee
to the practice of civil disobedience at all reason-
able. We are not alone in having fo confess
to an utter inability to find a reason for the
only tangible requirement imposed by the All-
India Congress Committee. A Nationalist organ
of Maharashtra edited by a member of this
Committee writes in the same sense, and informa
-the world that a member of the Committee went so
far as to suggest, no doubt by way of reductio ad
.absurdum, that every civil resister must grind his
-own corn and another that he must abstain from
smoking, implying that there is as little reason in
these conditions as in the one actusally sanctioned
by the Committee.

- »

BUT this paper urges far from more
comprehensive objections to the re-
solution of the A.I.C.C., and we
‘make prominent mention of the fact here because
-we believe it correctly represents the gene'ra.l view
of the Nationalists in Maharashtra. It ariticizesthe
‘adoption of civil disobedience as prematﬁre. the
-country being, in its opinion, unprepared for such
s ocampaign. The preparedness, however, is not to
be measured by the tests applied by the Committee
but by altoghter different tests. Nor does the paper
think that the campaign will achieve the end in
view, if it is to take the form which it took after
the passing of the Rowlatt Act. The resolution
is thus open to manifold objections, but, the paper
adds, that “the present A.I.C.C. is so formed that
its members are generally found to boil inwardly
with indignation againt its resolutions, though,
‘when time comes for adopting them, these very
men raise their hands in their favour.” Suech is
the slave mentality to be observed at persent among
the Congress bodies, and the paper takes much

-*

A Straio on
Party Loyalty.

&

credit for the Nationalist party in the Deccan that '

was proposed.. Indeed, the party has never believed

_-thelatter stood firm against the resolution when it

in the programme of non-co-operation and has’

never disguised the fact that it is giving a trial to
it only beoause the Congress—though composed as
it knows how—has. decided to do so. ‘
possible to put too severe a strain upon its loyalty
to the Congress, and it is all but aertain that, after
next Christmas, it will consider itself free to follow
the path marked out by its conviotions rather than
by .the “ decisione of the nation.” It is surely time

that all those who feel that the salvation of the

. -oountry must be sought by other means than -those
. .-of non-co-operation should bring their contribution’
4o the politiosl life of the country instead of being

But itis [

engaged all the while in treading paths of which °
their judgment does not approve.
. » ™

THE Nationalists in other provinces
also are in & similar oase. The
_ geueral body of political workers
who have so far allowed themselves to be
guided by the Congress against their better
judgment will probably regard themselves absolved
from the self-imposed obligation, and there will
consequently be a considerabie shrinkage in the
number of non-co-operators, This likelihood only
adds strength to what we have been urging on
the Government from the start, that they should
leave the non-co-operation movement alone as far
ag it is possible to do so, intervening only when
otherwise the preservation of order is in immediate
peril. Non-co-operators who promise swaraj within
a year by the turn of a prayerwheel are not a politi-
cal party in any ordinary sense. They depend on
magic and the best way of exposing the fallacy of
their magic is to give them free scope for the time
being. Only some six weeks now remain to the time
when swaraj must be a reality ; during these weeks
let the most extreme forms of non-co-operation be
given a trial if the non-co-operators so desire, with-
out let or hindrance from Government. A few minor
infractions of the lIaw or a few refusals to pay the
tax during the next few weeks are things on which
Government can well afford to look with unconcern ;
on the contrary, to haul these people before State tri-
bunals produces results exactly contrary to those
that are desired. -Let the Government also play the
game of non-co-operation with the non-co-oparators
——and refuse to notice the movementsof the latter,

until the self-appointed time for swaraj is past.
* * #* ’

MR. DEVADHBAR concludes his
third progress report of relief work
in Malabar with the following ap-
peal, which we sincerely hope will meet with a
goanerous response from the- publie, for there is
urgent need for a very liberal augmentation of the
Committes'’s funds :—

The situation in Malabar has reached a ecritical stage
when the least indifference on our part will have to be
rackoned in torme of human lives either lost or slowly
ground down by want and misery. Already, the problem
is great, having to keep such a large number of refugees,
which is daily threatening to grow into unwieldy propor-
tions and to look after every oms of their needs. The
brave workera who are chearfully bearing the burden of
the task in the relisf camps at Calicus, struggling
among the numberless worrles and difficulties that such a
work involves, see the magnisude of the task and urge me
to put the whole sifuation in all its detail to- the publie
and appeal to their hamanity. This vast mass of poor
rofugoes have nowhere to go to, having been deprived of
everything they had and reduced to utter destitution....
Have the poople of India realised the situation? I.can-
not resist the conclusion that the nation as a whole is
not alive toit. Itisa picture whioch the most graphio

Lot
Well Alone,

Nead for Reliel,

of wordae oan but feebly convey. It isa orisis the like of -

which we have never seen in modern times. We have all
heard of the qruel devastations and unspeakabls horrors
of the war, and the ruthless suffering that Bslgium was
heir to. Malabar is in a somewhat similar plight.

\
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THE STATE MANAGEMENT OF
RAILWAYS.

THE Becretary of State appointed last year a Com-
mittee to enquire infer aliu into the relative merits
of managing the Railway system in this country
directly by the State or by companies under ocon-
traot and toadvise what should be the future policy
of Government on this question. It'will be recol-
lected that Sir Ibrahim Rahimatulls raised this
discussion in the Viceregal Legislative Council

with special reference to the East Indian Railway,

which is being worked by & company and the con-
tract with which was to expire in 1919, and as a
result thereof this Committee was appointed. The
Secretary of State had in the meantime entered
into a five-year contract with the East Indian
Rajlway Company for working that railway, pend-
. ing the final decision of (Jovernment to be guided
by the advice that the Committee may give, and had

decided that the management of the E. I, Railway

should be transferred from England to India in
1924 when the short term contraot ran out.

The total mileage of all railways in India at
the end of 1919-20 was 36,735 miles. This inoludes
railways owned by Native States, Local Boards
and private companies, These comprise in mileage

.one-third of the total, and the remaining two-thirds
belong to the State.
these were constructed by guaranteed companies
with their own capital, but they have almost ail
been bought over under the terms of their contract
and form the absolute property of the Government
of India. It is with regard to this State property
that the Committee was asked to advise whether it
should in future be managed by the State direot, or
by companies in England, or by companies in
India or by a combination of companies in
England and India. Now the case of Indian raile
ways at present worked by companies is funda-

- mentally different from the ocase of railways in

countries like England, France and the U. £

Amerios, as the former are owned by the State but

leased, mainly for the collection of fares and rates,
to foreign companies, while the latter are owned
and consequently managed by companies as sole
proprietora. On this question the Committee have
unanimously recommended that the English come
panies shall be brought to an end on the broad
ground that they do not correspond with modern

Indian conditions, As the Committee remarks,—

There is a grest deal to ba snid for company manage-

ment. Few peopls will be found to deny that a company,
Investing ita own money, managiog its own property, and
" judging its officinls by their swccess in producing results
in the shape of dividends, usually conduots its business
with more enterprise, coonomy and flexibility than are
- formed by experisnce to be attained in businesses directly
managed by the State.

But such is not the case in India at present. Here
the railway companies arein the position of a olass
of people in Bombay and Caloutta to whom house
property belonging to other psople ia leased for a
cortain number of years. The contractor in this

<ase keeps the houre in order and colleots the rent

No doubt, the majority of |

from tenants under certain conditions. This posi-
tion would be tenable only when the owner is a
minor, and the trustee has not the time or energy
enough to deal with the tenants himself or if the
owner has no human interest in the tenant. In the
oase of the Indian railways the owner is the State
and the Indian nation the users of the railway, s. e
‘the owner and tenant are practically ideniigal.
In that case the third party, the managing railway
company, is something like a fifth wheel in the
goach. .

The management of railways by English com-
panies as well as by 8 conbination of English and
Indian companies is unanimously ruled out by the .
Committee. But on the question of managemant
direct by the State or by the so-called Indian com-
panies the Committee has been almost equally
divided. The Chairman, Sir William Acworth, and
four members, Massrs. Sastri, Hiley, Purshotam-
das and Tuke, are in favour of .direct management
by State, after the present contracts with companies
fall due; other members, Messrs. Burt, Mookerjee,
Anderson, Godfrey and Ledgard are of opinion
that in future Indian companies ghould be formed
to raise a part of the railway capital required for
increased expenditure on existing railways and

‘to work them after the present contracts with
English companies terminate. Itis proposed that
. the Boards of such Indian companies should con-
sist of ten Directors, five of whom should be Indians.
The first group of the Committee members argue
that the present companies do not and cannot,
manage the railways; they oannot, without the per-
mission of Government, break any new ground in
any direction; mneither does the Government.
manage, it only controls and restrains. Further,
they attach great importance, as they should, to
Indian public opinion, which is unanimously
against company management. As it is with money
seoured oun Indian taxation that the Indian rail-
ways have been built, it is the Indian public that
uses the railways and it is the Indian Legislative
Assembly that votes the railway budget, it is im-
portant, in their opinion, that Indian public opinion
should not be prepossessed against rail way manage-
ment. Further they are fortified by the opinion of
the Government of India as mentioned in the latter’'s
despatch to the Secretary of State dated the 17th
August, 1917, which stated their " unanimous view
that so far as efficiency is concerned, there is really
nothing to choose between a oompany-managed line
and one under State management.” Lastly, even if
it were a question between iwo experiments-—State
management and management by a new company
of Indian domicile—and assuming either to be a
failure, it is easier to transfer a State-managed:
railway {o a private company than to disestablish a
company already established on short notice.

On the other hand, the second group of Com-
mittee members argue that the present good manage-
ment of Btate-managed railways is due to emula~ -
tion inspired by company-managed lines and they

quote a number of atatistios to prove that at the -
i
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‘present day the latter are worked more economical-
ly than the latter. Figures quoted by them of the
three State-managed railways named above are
compared with similar figures of the five principal
company-managed raiilways ( Bengal-Nagpur, East
Indian, G.1,P., B.B.&C.1., and Madrassand South-
ern Maratha) to prove smaller operating cost incur-
red by the latter. They turther think that it is objec-
tionable, if not dangerous, to make Government
the sole employer of the vast labour-force employed
on all railways.. In order to prove that after com-
papy-managed railways are taken over by the

State, the cost of managementisnecessarily higher,

they quote the examples of Switzerland, Italy
and Austria.

It now remains with the Secretary of State
and the Indian Legislatures to pronounce their
final decision. On the one hand is the opinion of &
man of world-wide reputation in railway matters,
supported by unbiased English opinion and the

majority of Indian opinion. On the other hand is

the opinion of the men who are wedded to certain
peculidrly Indian traditions and whoare interested
in the continuance of company management, Leav-
ing aside the question of future poliocy to be decid-
ed by fully self-governing India, the immediate

questionis, by what agency to work the East Indian,
the G.LP. and the Burma railways, as the contracts.

of the companies that now work them expire in
1924, 1925 and 1928 respectively. The country has
had so far a sufficiently long trial with company
management, has been fully fed up with it and will
continuetohave it on other railways, the contracts
for which will not run out before 1930 to 1950. If

the country finds that it has taken a wrong step,

there will be plenty of time to retrace it. But the
Indian commercial and industrial men firmly be-
lieve that without State-management the indige-
nous industries will not be favourably {reated,
Indians will not be allowed to learn to manage
their own railways, and that the exploitation of
the country will not abate in the least.

GOD OR CZESAR?

MAULANA MAHOMED ALI at the recent Karachi
trial rested the explanation of his conduct on the
fact, that he perceived a conflict between the law
of Islam and the law of British India, and he con-
tended that in such a conflict he, as a Moslem,
could not but choose to obey the Islamic and dis-
obey the British Indian Law.

Whother in the case before the Court there
actuslly was such a conflict implied or not, is not
of palmary importance. What is, however, of the
greatest general interest is to know the morally
right choice which cught to be made in such a con-
fliet. It will therefore perhaps by useful: to eluci-
date the principle upon which such choeice should
rest—and that in the mostigeneral sense, apart al-
together from its application to this or that State
law and to this or that religion. In a conflict bet-
ween State and Religion, which ought to pravail
=-=God or Ceaanr?

"human raca.
" though universally held, the details of these three

| distinctions batween good and evil.

Before a satisfactory reply can be given, it is
necessary to recognize that * Religion " comprizes
two pystems which are best distinguished as
“Natural” and “Supernatural” Religion and which

‘stand to each other in the relation of foundation

and superstructure; the former being erected by
reason, the latter by faith,

As a rational being man, guz man, is capable
of acquiring and every man actually does acquire
Natural Religion to an individually varying ex-
tent ; just as all human beings are capable of a
knowladge of mathematics, though with some that
knowledge may go no further than the assurance
that 1+1=2, whilst the keener intellect of

"I others may be trained to deduce not only the whole

of Arithmetic but of Higher Mathematics as well

- from so humble a beginning.

Natural Religion, then, is the property of all
human minds, It consists of the recognition by

‘reason of (1) God, (2) Soul, (3) Moral Order: which

is co-exténsive with the
It remains frue, nevertheless, that,

threefold recognition

conclusions, at which natural man arrives, are not

' universally agreed upon with anything like the

pnanimity of mathematical conclusions. Man of

- ¢ourse i3 not born with the idea * Moral Order "

innate in his brain, any more than with that of the
Pythagorean theorem : both are “learnt.” What is

- innate in man is the faculty of recognizing truth

when confronted with it—thus when man comes to
observe the distinction made by others between
something said to be “ right™ and something else
said to be “ evil, " he has the natural facuity of
judging that distinction to be * true ;" in exactly
the same way that, once he understands the pro-
perty of a “ right angle, ™ he is able to recognize
the truth of ¢*=a®+4’. Truth therefore does not
‘drop down ready-made into man’s lap, but requires
laborious effort. And if training is needed fo
master mathematies, it is no less needed to master
_ “Conscience’”
is often popularly spoken of as some mysterious
oracle, as a sort of spiritual penny-in-the-siot
machine, which emits moral judgements with the
exactitude of such & machine emitting packets of
chocolate. Against this it is well to bear in mind
that mental judgement -consists of the same
intellectual process, whether the matter judged is
of a moral or of a material nature. In both cases
training inoreases the value of the judgement; as
e. g. the untrained observer may say, “ This is a
little water worm, ” whilst the trained naturalist
can, rightly, judge, * This is the larva of an Ano-
pheline mosquiteo :” so also an untrained con-
science may say, '‘ It is good to keep s promise,”

whilst a trained moralist would more truly judge
"that “ a promise binds, provided that which is pro-

mised is in itself good and possible.”

And if it Is possible to train the reason, it must
also be possible to warp it. Take the teaching of
national history in schools : ‘this side of the frontier
a French master will train his pupils to judge that
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in Franco-Prussian conflicts it has always been the

Prussians who are blamable; whilst on the other ]

side, the Prussian teacher will eljoit the habitual
judgement that the blame rests always with the
French.. Both judgements are inconsistent, of
course ; henoe it is olear that one, if not both, must
be wrong and that some or all these youngsters are
being trained to judge wrongly, instead of rightly.
Similarly, a ohild of one of the criminal tribes may
be trained to judge it good ta steal from persons
not belonging to the tribe. In both cases the child
starts with a faculty of truth, and in either it will
depend only on its training whether his historical
or his moral judgement is actually true. There is
no difference between the nature of the two judge-
ments, as if a judgement on morals was & supra-
rational affair: the one a function of Reason, the
other of * Conscience.”™ Conscience is simply
another name for Reason in the particular osse
when Reason is judging the truth of moral propo-
sitiona,

But the training of the Rea.son {6 not merely
an extraneous matter. It depends equally on the
individual itself, i, ¢, on his will, Yet with a dif-
foronce, For if it is true that the will enters into
all rational procosses, since it is the will which
enables the intelleot to be * attentive ” and since
without attention no reasoning would be possible;
yet the will in some oases does and in others doea
not try to influence the judgement itself of the in-
tellect. For instance: that the sum of all the
angles of thfs triangle equals two right angles, is a
judgement to which your resson will give assent
without the will trying to influence it into saying
that it is really only 175° or 270° in this special
case. Onoce reason understands the structure of the
triangle, reason will be clear that in all triangles
the sum of the angles is 180° and oan never ba any-
thing else. Not 80 if the judgement was, “ It is
wrong to steal this mango,” If you are thirsty and
weary, if you have no money, if you oannot dis-
oover the owner, the general assent your reason
givea to the judgement, * To steal ia wrong,” does
by no means preclude your will from trying to
make the reason withhold its assent to the judge-
ment, * To steal this mango is wrong.” Your im-
pulse is to eat the mango; and beocause of that
impulse, your will tries to make your intellect find
a reason for satisfying the impulse. In other
words, you have an interest for Saying that "“it is
not wrong to steal thxs mango,” but you bave no
interest for saying, * the sum of the angles in this
triangle equala three right angles.”

The difference between a purely intellectual
ssgent and a moral aot will lead us at once to see
the reason for such difference. For whilst a logioal
judgement merely discovers truth, a moral judge-
ment obliges to truth; in the former case the mind
is passive like a mirror, whilst in the latter it is
active, oontrolling an impulse. Irrational creatures
are incapable of such control; in their case the at
the time most powerful impulsa is always soted
upon with an inevitable necessity, as a magnetio

oompass must turn north. Hence they are unmoral
for, as the saying is, animale can never “help it.’
But man oan : he ean “help,” nof giving way to an.
impulse of, say greed. Volifion ean inhibit im-
pulss, i. e, it can say “ no." Iican freely do so,
not as of necessity ; and because that is so, we say
that man is a "free will” being. But for a free will
being to make a right choice is of value : for the very.
reason that for an irrational being to make a choice
is of no value—. e. because for the latter there is
no question of a choice being right or wrong. Con-
versely it follows, that man, having free will, alone
oan produce moral value; but it also follows, that
his choice of doing the wrong instead of the right
must be perfectly free. Only if free, itis of value,
if I do right; and if I am to do right'at all, I must
be perfaotly free to do wrong.

To recapitulate. Natural Religion is the realiza~
tion by man that there is & God and a soul and a
moral order. Man has an innate faculty for recog-
nizing their reality as true; which faculty can be
trained and warped, both extrinsically (. e. by other
minds) and intrinsically (5. e. by the mind of the
individual itself).

~ This will explain why Natural Rehgmn, even
if we agree that there is such'a body of real truth
in the abstract, will be found in the oonorete to
vary a good deal. Forin each particular case of an
individusal, or even of a community, its Natural
Religion will depend on the training received and
rejooted by such individual or number of indivi- °
duals, and thus is sure to contain admixtures of
error due to ignorance and/or malevolence. The
faot remains, that, broadly speaking, mankind has
always agreed on the three main points of Natural
Religion ; that the commonsense of all ages has
always tacitly assumed their truth; and that by
universal consent man has always acted, assuming
them to be true.  Of course, as regards details, as
regards interpratations as to what exaotly is meant
by “God” and “Soul,” as to¢ which conduct is ac-
tually moral or immoral : on all such subsidiary
points men have differed from age to age and from
clime to oclime. But thatisonly what is to be expect-
ed. For, as oircumstances change, new judge-
ments are oalled for; thus new data lead to the -
discovery of new truths, new tasks to new rules of
oonduot. In the light of the new, old judgements
may hava to be revised, inconsistencies rectified,
malevolence exposed. Yet in all this the common
sense of mankind as a whole and the rational
faoulty of the individual will act as an appeal court
to which, and to whioh alone, decisions must be
referred again and again, until, as in a refiner's
fire, the dross will gradually disappear and no-
thing remain but the precious metal of truth and
righteousness.

( To be continued.)

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS.
THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES.

TEE advice which Lord Reading gave to the ruling
Prinoces in his speech at the opening of the Chamber
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“of Princes, might have been more explicit than
it was. There was a time when distant hints
alone seemed possible to these members of the
Indian aristocracy as to a reform of their admini.
strations. Lord Chelmsford once told them, that
crown after crown had been disappearing within the
space of a month before the mighty forces of demo-
oracy. Ithas become imperative on the part of
British statesmen now to advise the Princes that
they must conform to the recognised standards
of British Indian administration. The Viceroy

should have seized the present occasion fo fell the

Princes straight out that if they want to be respect-
@d in the councils of the Empire they must im-
mediafely introduce representative institutions
in their States. The Imperial Government should
further evince their earnestness by honouring only
those who comply with this advice. The membeor-
ship of the-Chamber or the invitation to the Peace
Conference or to the League of Nations ought to
be conferred only on those Princes whose Govern-
ments approximate to the British Indian adminie
stration. The inclusion of the despotic ruler of
Cutch or the autoocrat of Navanagar in the Assem-
bly of the League of Nations is incongruous in the
éxtreme,

His Exocellenoy hoped that the Chamber
would be fruitful of benefit to the Princes, as well
as to their subjeots, to British India and to the
Empire; but there is nothing in the constitution of
. the Chamber which enables it to understand the
views of the subjects of Indian States. Surely the
interests of the Princes are not identical with those
of their subjects. The Prinoces look upon their States
as their own private property, they are reluctant
to surrender power or their privileges. But the
* people in the Indian States are pulsating with new
impulses of freedom. They want that the States
must be ruled in their interests, They desire that
the resources of the States ought to be used for
their good. They do not grudge the Indian Prine
.¢es their position as constitutional rulers and the
prerogatives which such’ a position may ocarry
.along with it. Thereis thus a conflict of interests
between the rulers., Under these circumstances,
we invite Lord Reading to examine the constitu.
tion of the Chamber critically, in order to find out
if there is any safeguard in it which will ensure the
grant of political rights to the subjeots of Indian
States. The Legislative Assembly and the Council

of State are intended to represent the mass and

.classes of British India, but the Chamber of Prin-
-ces represents only the order of Indian aristocracy.
The classes, not fo speak of the masses,are not
at all represented. Will His Excellency try to
remove this fundamental defect in the constitution
-of the Chamber?

. His Exocellency mentioned three subjeots not
fneluded in the agenda, namely the Fiscal Commis-
sion, the re-organisation of the forces of Indian
States and the protection of the rulers of Statea from
attacks in the press and on the platform of British
India. As regards the Fisoal Commission we wish

—

that an Indian statesman, having the experience of

Indian States and the requisite knowledge and abi-

lity, should be added to the personnel. The inclu.
sion of Sir Visvesvaraya, the distinguished Indian
administrator would certainly advance the interests
of the Indian States about fisoal reform. We also
hope that witnesses from Indian States subjects
would be invited to give evidence before this Com-
mission. As regards the reorganisation of the
forces of Iadian States we -have said enough in
these columns and we do not wish to reiterate the
same. Wo earnestly request Government to aban-
don their polioy of distrust and to give liberty to
Indian Rulers to marshall all their man power and
all their resources, so as to make them really ser-
viceable in the cause of the Empire. As regards
the third subject of giving protection to the rulers
of States from attacks in the press and on the plat-
form we fail tosee the propriety of raising thisz
question, when onoce it has been authoritatively
disposed of by the Government of India. His
Exoellenoy gave a very sound reason when he
stated “that it would have been difficult to retain
for the benefit of the members of your order a mea-
sure of law which was thought unnecessary by His
Majesty the King.”' Lord Reading referred to the
grant of protection in another form. The claim for
protection of the Indian Princes in the face of the
considered opinion of the Government of India is
simply preposterous. This subject ought tohave been
dropped and if it is going to be considered again
at the instance of these rulers, we have to enter
an emphatic protest against the same. On abstract
principle the Indian Princes are not entitled to
this concession. The British Government is the
paramount power and the overlord. It has claim-
ed the right to depose Princes for gross and con-
tinued misrule. If then this position of over-
lordism is once accepted, what prevents the
press and platform in British India from ecriticis-
ing the administration of these rulers and their
vagaries with a view(to appeal to this paramount
power? As the supreme authority, controiling the
destinies of Indian States, there is a heavy
responsibility resting upon fthe QGovernment of
India to safeguard the interests of the subjects of
Indian States before thinking of granting any pro-
teotion to the autocratic rulers. In not a single
State is thera any liberty of the Press. There is
not a single nowspaper worth the name (after the

 Rarnataka of Bangalore) vemtilating grievances

of the people insany Indian State. Are not the
subjects of Indian States entitled to claim this
elementary right of citizenship of expressing their
viows and their gievances to their rulers in an
open and organised manner? And so long as this

- state of things continues in the Indian States, will

the Government of India be justified in entertaining
the idea of granting proteotion to the rulers.of

these Indian States ? _
G. R. ABHYANKAR.
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A LETTER FROM LONDON.

{ FROM OUR OWK CORRESPONDERT.)
. Loxpon, OCTOBER £7,
THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE.

. MR. SASTRI is now on his way, with his party, to

the United States, where he should arrive on the
1st or 2nd November. Befors leaving here, he con-

- tributed an interesting article to the Times on
' the Prince’s visit to India, of which the text will

-

doubtless have been reproduced in the Indian Press.
I see that both General Smuts and certain organs
of the Canadian Press have animadverted npon the
manner in which the Dominions have been treated
by the United States Government, They havo cer-
tainly not received a direct invitation to attend the
Washington Conferendce, and General Smuts seems
to think that to go to Washington without one is
to derogate from the national status aocorded to
the Dominions at Versailles, However fthat may
be, South Africa is not being directly represented

: at the Conference, her interests, such as they are,

being confided to the British section of the Empire

. delegation. On the other hand, Canada is being

represented by Sir Robert Borden, who was so

-largely responsible for the definition of the status

. of the Dominions at the Peace Conference,

Itisa
matter that does not vex public. opinion here very
much, for the British people have already aocus-
womed themselves to the independent national view-

. point upon so many subjeots of the Dominions, and
. America, as she comes into touch with the Domi-

_gives to the Dominions.

nious representatives, will learn to appreciate more

-clearly than she sappears yet to have done some-
thing of the importance that the British Empira
And in this connection I
would like to emphasise a romark that Mr. Sastri
makes in his article to which I have referred above.
Referring to the part played by .the Crown in the
British Constitution, he says:—" Aspiring to
Dominion status—in fact, not far removed from. it
and aotually enjoying it in inter-Imperial and
international consultations—she (India) has a vivid
perception of the crucial and delicate part played
by the Crown in the British Constitution and
.realigses fully that it forms the link by which the
Empire is held togather.” It will be seen what s
great importanoe, in the opinion of a statesman so
familiar with the inside of Imperial politios as Mr.
Sastri, is attributed to the Dominion status (de
faoto} that India has achieved.

THE PRINCE'S INDIAN TOUR.
The Prince has now left our shores with the

‘warmest hopes and sympathies of the British

poople, and it is generally expected that he will
receive a warm weloome from the people of Indis,
not only for the exalted station that he occupies,

.but for himself and in recognition of the splendid

-gervices rendered by him to the Empire with the
-strong sense of duty that is the peculiar quality of
-the British Royal Family. 1t is not anticipated
‘that the fears of the pessimists will ba realised,
.and publioc opinion is preparzd to back up the
'robust optimism of those who have persisted in ad-
vising the Royal visit to India at a time of transi-
tion, when every statesmanlike effort should be
-made to improve and oultivate the relations exist-
ing betweon the two peoples. The Moplah dis-
‘turbanoces at first aroused a good deal of anxiety
among those who have a very hazy geographical
idea of Indin, but a8 the sircumsoribed character
-of the trouble began to sink into people’s minds,
tho fears of widespread disturbance, which some of
-our reaotionaries have, with characteristio malice,
-endeavoured to foster, have become ailayed.

INDIA IN THE LORDS.

Timed to take place on the eve of the Prince's
departure, and in spite of the Government’s appesl,
Lords Sydenham and Ampthill, supported by Lord
Salisbury, insisted upon debating at length their
extraordinary view of the situation in India. What, .
exactly, they hoped from this attempt to arousa
public anxiety is not clear. Probably, not having
emptied themselves of venom for some months at
the expense of the people of India, they felt they
had to do so now—it was a specially dramatic
oocasion—or burst. At any rate, if they have done
no good, they have done no harm alt.her, for the
public is quite unmoved by their lordships’ revela-
tions. On the contrary, the only person to come off
with flying colours was Lord Chemsford who deli-
vered a weighty speech that carried with him the
bulk of members presemt. Lords Sydenham and
Ampthill did not add ifo their already tarnished
reputations as faithful witnesses to Indian events
Lord Curzon had bluntly asked Lord Sydenham
whether he imagined that he knew more about the
gituation than Lord Reading and his Government.
And Lord Sydenham, like Brer Rabbit, lay low and
aaid nuffin’. But Lord Chelmsford’s contribution
deserves a little further notice. R

He attributed most of the trouble to an in-
fluence that was by no means confined in its opera-
tion to India and was certainly not of a few year'a'
origin. He attributed much of the troubla.m India
to the growth of race and colour consclousness.
But this, he said, was a world-wide fssue. There
was & revolt of the coloured races going on’ every-
where against the ascendancy of the white races,
and Lord Chelmsford advised his fellow-peers to
gtudy the views on this subject of Mr. Stoddart in
a book called “ The Rising Tide of Colour. * THe
pointed out that race and colour considerations en-
tered into practioally all Indian problems, however
jrrelevant they might seem to be to the subject of
controversy, and he instanced the questions rel_a\_i?-
ing to the position of Indians overseas, in Fiji,

. Bast Africs, and the Dominions, railway policy,

problems of exchange and currency, and so cn. Two
results had flowed from this fact. In th‘e pas: we
had governed in India on the basis of an .
acknowledged superiority of the British race. That
superiority was now challenged, and in surveying
the situation, they could not ignore the fact that
the challenge had been made, Then, too, 1t had
often been truly said that there was no Indian
nation. But this colour issue had bucome the uni-
fying force in India, and through all the diversities
of creeds and races, it was creating & unity. - Lord
Chelmsford then made a powerful defence of the
Reforms, and also of the Indian educated classes,
and said that it was all nonsense to depreciate
them because they were in a small minority. That
could be said of all countries, and in India, where
the massaes were illiterate, the educated classes were:
more influential than could be imagined by those
who had regard only to numbera. It would not do,
he said, to make the same mistake, in ignoring and
neglecting the ednoated olasses in India that Pitt
had been obliged to do by a perverse sovereign In
ignoring the Irish Catholic priesthood, with con-
sequences to Ireland from which both countries
were still unhappily suffering. Finally, he took
all responsibility, for himself and his sucoessor,
for the policy of deliberate coneciliation adopted in

‘the handling of the non-co-operation movement. The

Secretary of State, who had only accepted that
policy, but had not initiated it, was not the sinister
figure that he had been painted. The real cloven
hoof had been shown, not by Mr. Montagu but by
Lords Chelmsford and Reading.
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NEGRO RIGHTS.

Curiously enough, emphasis has been placed
upon racial issues not by Lord Ohalmsfort_l alone,
but by no less an authority than the Pgesldent- of
the United States. President Harding is reported
in to-day's papers as having addressed a public
mesting in the black belt of United States on the
subject of negro rights.

. He advooated the right of the American negro to broader
political, economio and educational advantages based on race
pride but never on aspirations for sooial equality. He appeal-
od to the nation to “ lay aside old prejudices and old antago-
nisms " and give its appport to a constructive racial relation-
ship polioy. ‘ 7

“ Politically and economioally " he oontinued, “there need
be no oceasion for great and prominent differentiation provid-
ed that on both sidés there be recognition of absolute diverg-
ence in things sosial and racial,” Headded that he would let
the black man vote where he was fit to do s0 and prohibit
the white man from voling when Le was unfit.

The spesch was devoted almost exolusively to the race
question. ‘ ’

The President contended that the world-war had brought
with it a realiaztion that the race question was not sectional,
but national., The sudden migration of blacks northward and
woatward at that time, he said, raade the people of those sec-
tions realize to some extent the difficulties of the communities

inhabited largely by both races, while the people of the South
oame to realize their industrial dependenoe on blask labour.

The President added that he went a step further in declar-
ing that the whole world was oonfronted with the colour ques-
tion. He then quoted spprovingly from the article by Sir
Frederick Lugard on the colour problem in the April aumber
of the Edinburgh Review.

* When I suggest the possibility of economio equality bet-
ween races [ meanitin precisely the same way and to the same
sxtent as I would mean it if I spoke of equality of economie
opportunity between members of the same race. In'‘each case
I would mean equality proportionate to the honest capacities
and deserts of the iudividual. Men of both races may well
stand unoompromisingly against every suggestion of aocial
squality, Indeed, it would be helpful to havethat word equality
eliminated from this consideration and to have it accepted by
both sides that this is not & question of #ocial equality, but a
question of recognizing fundamentally eternal and insscapal
ble differences. * i

LORD NORTHCLIFFE ON FIJL,

Mr. N. M. Joshi and his colleague, Mr. B. P.
Wadia must now be at QGeneva, attending the
International Labour Conference, which, is being
presided over by Lord Burnham, Itis remarkable
the importance in international affairs that men
oconnected with the Press are given. Lord Northeliffe
has been trying to solve racial problems in his own
way, and is now on his way to the .Far East. He
was recently in Fiji, where he was the guest of the
notorious Mr. Scott, K. C., who was so largely
responsible for the hounding of Mr. Manilal out of
the Islands and the prevention of his admission to
practise as a barrister in New Zealand. Mr, Scott is
the chief counsel for the Colonial Sugar Refinery,
which Company dominates the Colonial Government
and naturally, when in Fiji, he filled Lord Northeliff
up w;t]:_u,his views of the Indian situation there.
And it is not to be wondered at that the proprietor.
of t.h.e Times, whioh is advertising widely the noble
!‘ord s Imperial progress, remarks as follows :—

At the time of my visit a strike of Hindus was
ending, a strike partly economic and partly in
sympathy with Mr. Gandhi. Agitators, I was in-
form_ed, had come from India to stir up their com-

.patrlots.. Tl_m case of the employers, as far as.I
ascertained it, was that Indian immigrants are well
paid and well housed. They certainly look it. It
is not often one sees people with neoklaces and
other ornaments made up of English sovereigns,
but here they were quite common. Indian wives
were unusually well-dressed and head plenty of
jewsllery, and as the passengers came down the
gangway from our boat, and wandered through well
sanded streets, most of them were approached by 1

*Indians who asked them if they had any gold to
sell. Surprising as it is, some of them had. A
young Canadian sold an Amerioan gold piece to a
coolie for 32s. .Another fellow passenger sold a
sovereign for 258, The housing of the Indians I
saw was superior to that I have seen in Indis. The
coolies whom I interviewed seemed quiet and rea-
sonable; but their complaint was that, though their
wages were good, the oost of living had increased so
greaily that they were unable to live as well as they
did at home. They objected also to the hut.
ment tax. 1 pointed out to them that I had
been in India, and doubted very much whe-
ther the scale of living in India was anything
approaching that in Fiji. I asked whether it was
true that a large number of their compatriots.
weore anxious to come to Fiji, and they admitted
that it was. I pointed out the phenmomenon of
Indian natives buying gold from new arrivals by
ship. I drew attention also to the wearing of
English soveroigns as necklaces. They were silent.
I came away with the conclusion that the cooliesin
Fiji, like most other people, have some grievance; .
but the fact that they don’t want to return to Indis
does not suggest that, beyond the passing aftermath
of war trouble, they have any real cause for com-
plaint.” Now that Lord Northcliff has so satis-
factorily diagnosed the Indian trouble in Fiji, why
should the Government of India throw away money
upon a delegation to that Colony? It almost seems
absurd that the Indians can have any complaints
that they should have been on strike for months
together. Lord Northeliff did not seem to trouble
to inquire why this had been so and, doubtless, Mr.
Scott did not enlighten him., But when you are
acoepting someone’s hospitality, it is so easy to
accept his cigars and his stories, too. Meanwhils,
Mr. Corbett is leaving San Franocisco about January
5 for Fiji, and he my be depended upon to make a
more thorough investigation than Lord Northeliff
was able to do, and I cannot quite see him swal-
lowing all that Mr. Scott may give him to digest.
DR. JIVARAJ MEHTA.

Among this week’s passengers to India is Dr.
Jivraj N. Mohta, whom his maany friends will re-
joice to see again in India, practically recovered
from the serious illness that has kept him out of
activity for so long. Heisjoining the Baroda State
service. Another passenger is, I believe, Dr, Hardi-
kar, who -is returning to his Motherland after a
period of years in the United States,

THE WORLD OUTSIDE.

THE news that Queensiand has just-
raised a £ 2,300,000 loan in New
York is of the kind which is apt to
escape the average person. Indian papers which
keep their public telegraphically informed, regard.
less of expense, of the fate of some fiddle or of the
full details of yet another crime passionel, scorn to
provide their readers with faots less sensational, if
more importadkt. And this Queensland loan is in--
deed of paramount importance in more thanone-
respect. To understand this, it is necessary to re-
member that the Queensland Government is com-
pletely “Labour” and that amongst its legislative-
measures there has bsen one which was direcily
aimed at landlordism—at the big oapitalists who-
own “sheep runs” and used to rur the State besides,

Quecnsiand
Borrows—

Some tire after this piece of legislation had be-
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-eome law, Queensland required money and accord-
ingly Mr. Theodore, former Labour ‘Leader and
-present Premiar of Queensland, went to London to
piace the loan. What was his surprise to find the
- City closed to him! But the City said quite plain-
ly and logically that if Mr. Theodore was so anti-
oapitalist, capitalists were not prepared to help
him ; and that, if he wanted the help of capital,
“he would first have to rescind his anti-capitalist
logislation. Whereupon Mr. Theodore expressed a
preference for seeing them somewhere orother first,

-slammed the door and returned to Queensland. And .

now he has got his money in Wall Street| No
wonder, the oapitalist press is not over sanxious
to broadcast the news, Lo

BUT as a matter of fact, this Queenst

. Wall Streef land loan is of further importance

Londs.

as showing the way the wind iz

blowing. Canada of course has since the war re-
.gularly filled all its finanoial requirements in the
United States, but this Queensland loan is the first
instance of any part of the British Empire, situate
- "outside the Americas, not having got its financial
aid in London. 1t is the first straw, but it in-
dicates preity clearly the new Pacific orientation.
For that is the new problem of the Pasific—that
tho United States alone today has goft the spare
-oash needed to develop ( or exploit, as you please 1)
the vast territories which bound the Pacific in the
West. Having got ali the gold in the world,
Amaerioa of oourse needs nothing but an “Open
Door’’; and so it clamours for that Open Door in

China, for instance. In the anfe-diluvian days

-before the War, when England had the hoard of all
the gold in the world, it was England that insisted
on the Open Door in China. To.day, it prefers
“gpheres of .irfluence”—safeguarded not by its
finanocial supremacy, but by the bayonet {(or poison

.gas, again as you please!), HMence the necessity
of the Japanese Alliance. Hence those tears at
‘Washington.

FOR that Washington Conference
AlHanceor War?® oan only end in one of two alter-

patives : an Anglo-American Alli-
ance or an Anglo-American War. Woe are exactly
where we were a quarier of a century ago, only that
Germany then stood whers England stands now,
and that the T, 8. stand where England stood.
There was the possibility then of an Anglo-German
Allianea: it came to nothing, tecause in every
.Alliance there is a prominent partner; and it was
not Germany which was to be that partner then.
Simil?rly to-day, an Anglo-American Alliance is
only possible, if England is prepared to play se-
-oond fiddle to America. It is doubtful, tc put it
mildly, whether British Prestige will be prepared
for that. Only—let us be clear about it, let us be
intellectually honest about it: the alternative ia
‘War. Not to-morrow or the day after.
Germany did not come for a decadé or two. Bt
come it will; and that will be *' the next War."
-England will find itself inoreasingly up against aq

War with |

American stonewall of military or naval power
and of commercial competition in every quarter of

the globe ; it will feel “encircled”; it will fsll back -

on concentrating its whola existence on prepara-
tions for “The Day.”” Sooner or later, the explo-

sion will come, as it came in 1914: and itisa

foregone oonclusion that Canada will play the role

‘of Italy. Will Australia too ? One wonders, Any-

how, there will ba the solid Franco-American En-

i tente, so sedulously comented already ; there will .
bg China, of course, on that gide, and Poland. -

ly naturally and inevitably. And Russia? One

would not be surprised. The next War | It cannot

be prevented by- calling it unthinkable: on the

contrary.
furiously.

The Degeneracy
of Waite Skins.

nature “Lens,” contributed to the October issues of
- our-contemporary & series of articles on Haeliothe-
rapy in general and Dr. A. Rollier’s work at Leysin:
' (Switzerland) in particular. Dr. Rollier apparent-

consumption by simply exposing the patient to the'
| sun.

for 5 min. the second day, for 10 min. the third

Germany, Spain, Japan on the British side, equal~

ly in the pure air and bright sunshine of his Al--
. pine sanatorium has achieved remarkable curesof-

Letus think then: Iet Indis also think, -

THE eminent physician who is the
medical corregpondent _of the  New ;
Statesman has, over his usual sig- .

The first day the patient's feet sre put in the ]
sun for 5 min., the second for 10 min. &o. ; the lege

&o. : until within a couple of weeks the whole -

gkin (except where protected by a diminutive
per day. The result is startling -in its general

ship” ] He gets into medical ecstasies over the

skin of these people, which by the natural action
of sunlight regaine its original function as a -
“most beautiful, versatile and wonderful organ,’s
“smothered,

blanched and blinded in clothes;" becoming “a vel-"
vety, supple, sopper-coloured . tissue,” well nourish-

instead of being, as it is in the West,

ed and of inoreased blood circulation, Coppers

coloured! Ye gods and. little fishes! Whatever -
will the “100% whites,” talking of the ‘“foul touch -
of the inferior dark races,” say to that ? If science °

should come to see that a bare, properly function.

ing and well pigmented skin is an essential.of .

health, it would follow that an unpigmented skin
is the result of degeneration on the part of poor

Hyperboreans who, living an Eskimo eristence
amidst Arctic snows, have loat the use of their.

skins in their shell of clothing, as cave animals
lose the use of their eyes... A white akin no

longer the mark of superiority and purity, but of
albinism and degeneracy ! Qur oondolences to

the poor Kenya Uplanders.
CORRESPONDENCE. -

“INDIAN LEGISLATIVE EQONOMICS*
To THE ERITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.
S1R,—While I thank you for your favourable review of my

book, I do not think you have quitea appreviated my idea. I

strip of loin cloth) is sun-bathed from 3-6 hours "

effioiency and has converted “Lens” to “Sunwor-*
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think roral interests are already overtazed, paying not only
directly taxation in the form of land revenue assessment but
alge indirectly ae consumers by the multifarious high impors
dutios and also as producers by the export duties, partly on jute,
and wholly on tea, hides and skins. A ocultivator with a nett
inooms of Ra. 2,000 would probably have to produce Re. 4,000
gross, and on this his assessment would be anything up to
‘Rs. 600, leaving him only Rs. 1,400 nett for hunself. A towns
man may earn Lia. 2,000 nett withont paying a pie of direct
taxation, _

You admit Protection involves sacrifice on the part of ru-
rel interests, but you consider suoh sacrifices only “temporary
angd necessary” and to be more than recompensed when mil-

lionaire industrialists shall have multipliqd at their expense! .

Another sort of “9d. for 4d."!

A wise man prefers 44. in the hand to 94. in the economic
bush,

“Man never is, but. always to be, blest,” For myself I
oan never think you will baneﬁt the agriculturists by taking
his ready money from hirm.

The Fiscal Commission is heavily overweighted with ar-
dent Protectioniats of the Bombsy aochool. The last word-
however, is with the legislature. The agricultural interest is
not ‘wholly unrepresented in the Assembly and is pretty
-strong)y represented in the Council of State, I have, there,
fore, still strong hopes of the agriculturist getting fair-play
snd oot being further mulet for the benefit of ind atrial mag-
nates.—Yours, oto.

Karaohi, Qctober 31. |
SELECTIONS

THE MULSHI PETA AFFAIR.

TEE following statement has been issued to the public by the
Tata Power Company, Ltd,, in regard to the’ acquisition of
Iand in Mulshi Pets for the Hydro-Electnc Scheme :—

If in England the ory of “Back to the land" is raised, it
i8 becauss roughly eighty per oent. of the population have
turned to industrialism, snd England depends for corn and
produce mainly from abroad. In India, the conditions are
precisely the reverss ; and . agriounlture ia the ocoupation of
eighty percent. of the population. Agrioulture alone has
never enciched u conntry and in the modera world a vountrey’s
progress is alwayas retarded as long as agricalturs remaina its
ohief pursuit. A greacer diversity of osccupation is required
to relieve the pressure on the land. .

If it had not been for the suocess of the cotton industry
sufficient capital would not have acoumulated in the ocountry
for the initiation of such large industries as the manunfacture
of iron und steel ana for the other large sochemes that have
now been laupehed in India. The uplift of the masses has
never been attained through agriculturel pursuits, because the
.standard of living of the agricultural classes is low, their
resources inadequate and the diffusion of ideas impossible
where the people are spread over a large area. Itis true that
industrialism brings with it oertain evils. But these can be
mot and oured in oourse of time, The great benefits of the
rising wage, of increased intelligence, inoreased industry and
superior effiviency—all conduce to the benefit of ‘the ocoun-
try and are all therefore for the national good.

If India is far too agricultural in its pursuits, the diver-
ston of some of its land to higher uses ranst be Jooked on as
a national good. The Government of Bombay have agreed
With our views in this respect sud huve acoorded their aym.
pathy 30d help to the Hydro-Eleotric Schemes of the Bombay
Presidenoy which wiil form vhe basis of all increased industry
between Kalyan and Bombay.

among the benefita to industry which Hydro-Eleotrio
power conferaare its smoothnesn of drive, oleanliness of plant,
eage of manipulation, and, most important of all, the decreased
cost. By supplanting oocal as s source of energy, as has
been pointed ous in a previous stasement, thea full development
of 150,000 H. P. of the Tata Power Scheme will save 525,000
tous of poal every year. 1t has been suggested that ibis is

PRICE.

only a smoall portion of the total output of India. But it
should be remembered that the tonnage of coal referred te ix
of first olass or good seoond class quality, which is the only
quahty which oan be of any utility to the industries in Bombay,.
very distantly situated as they are, from the collieries, mices-
the cont of freight makes it impossible to nze any coal of lower -
grade.

The wild assertion by thoss who.opposs the soheme that
Government have undertaken to acquire land for this schazs
because it will enable a conservation of coal for the British

- Navy oan be answered outright by the fact that the best Welsh.

cdoal is just now beiog sold tn Bombay in compstition with
Indian ooal.
Apart from that, the aaving of this volume of ¢oal means

) the freeing of £6,250 wagons every year on the Indian Rail-
ways for other national needs, making it possible to distribute-

foodstuffs more evenly through the country and enabling Rall-
ways to meet other trade demands more easily.

Another benefit to the country is the fact that the
numerous factories which will be converted or worked by
eleoiricity will sorap their steam engines and will cease to
import the large number of spares required for their mair-
tenance. Those who are familiar with the oost of spares or
maintenance of steam power will readily realise that the-
money which goes towarda their purchase will be kept in the-
country. Neow factoriea will not import engines and boilers.
at all.

The Company will also supply power to the Railways for
wuburban electrification to the Tramwaya. This will increase
and accelerate communications in Bombay, enable the city o
expand, and thus help to relieve the existing congestion and
the insanitation, disease and mortality arising out of it.

It is true that when the acquisition of large areas of land
took place for the firat Hydro-Eletric scheme, Government.
valued the land at about twenty-five times the assesament
which was a rough and ready means of fixing market value in
placea where a ready market for the land did not exist owing to-
their being far away from any cities of importance. When the
Andbra Scheme was initiated, Government were the firat to-
draw our attention in 1917 to the fact that acquisition on such
8 basis was not fair to the evicted population. The Company
readily and heartily concurred, but in so far as Government’s
intentions were generally to oxpend a higher oonn'l\mtlon
from it on general works of utility, the Company endoavoured.
0 securo the benefits of such inoreased contribution direotiy
and adequately to th eevioted Mavlas themselves., The sattl-
ing of these questions of policy, and, later, the collection of
faots and figures as to the actual yield on each clase of land
did pot bring these negotiations to a cloge till March, 1921.
The figures obtained by Government with the yield on each-
class of land were, it may be mentioned, based on actual
experiments on site, and on the average net income to the

‘landowners for a series of years,

‘The long delay in the adjustment of how compensation
should be paid brought about howsver an unfortunate ciroum-

- stance. The Andhra works continued with all the spesd that
. only industrial control is capable of, and many lands were sub-

raerged bafore Goverament had deolared its decision on the
ocmpensation to be paid. Records of lands and buildings so.
submerged wore, however, carefully kept. In any case this

' wag a serious circumstynoce, wich the Company has made every
- endoavour to avoid in the case nf Mulshi Peta,

There both
Government and the Company have taken every precaution to
oxpedite acquisition by the appointment of more than one- *
Land Aoquisition Officer, and striot orders have been issued
to expedite the matter. The investigation into the Andhra.
and the Mulshi Valleys were oarried on almost simultansously

"Bo that the figures for the Mulshi Valley were deolared by
" Government within a month or two after the compensation

figures were declared for the Andhra Valley. The two pre-
vioue mistaken of inadequate compenaation and very belated
compensation will sherefore have both been avoided in the
Mulahi Scheme.
We now turn to how the compensation was fixed. The
Government officials went into the records of a series of yeary.
[ 2
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- 4o arrive at the average yield to'ths landowners on each class

of land. In several villages, aotual experiments were taken
- 88 to the amount of corn that was threshed on a number of
- plots. This actusl average yisid was then valued at the prios
+ of corn prevalling toward the end of 1920, when prices were at
: their very highest. This incomes in money was thenoapitalis-

od. Bince Government paper fetches s sooure and steady io-
+.0ome at 8ix per oent,, it will be nnderstood that capitalisation
- n% eight per cant. for 1and is extremely liberal in 8o far as, even

‘{n Mulshi Peta which hag never known famins, the yield from-

the land falls very often as low as eight anna erop. It will
thus be seen that in arriving at the shese figures every lati<
tude and margin has best allowed by Government. To this the
» Company have added a bonus of 15 to 25% to all landowners
-who willingly sell their 1anda, so that the best rice lands will
- be paid for at the rate of Bs. 522 per aore, inolading the extra
- smount paid by Government for compulsory acquisition, sup«
‘plemented by the bonus which the Company offers to sll owners
 who settls amicably. .
It may be mentionsd that, in the Andhra Valley, the com-

pensation was ¢onsidered 80 matisfactory that every onme of |

tkowe who had applied for lands in exchanges withdrew their
. applioations and took the money compenasation instead. '

Turniag to some rumiours which have been spread far

‘and wide, it has been assertad that the whole of Mulshi Peta
- with its 40,000 aores will be laid waste by the formation of the
Mulshi Lake. The Mulshi Lake will actually submerge only
10,600 acres ous of the 40,000 and more acres of Mulshi
Peta. It bas been urged that the Iake being in the lowest
“portion of the valley will submerge all the rice lands
Offivial figures show that the lake will submerge only 3,583
acrea of rios lands, out of the 13,251 acres which produce rice
.in Mulshi Peta.

Rumounrs have been et afloat that outsida the lake area
lands will be soquired wholesale for ffforestation purposes.
The Company has already notified in Mulshi Peta that no auch

- acquisition was ever contemplated. We believe Government
alxo do not contemplate afforesting any of the lands round the
lake.

Every effort will be made to complete the acquisition
within the next few months so that compensation will .have
been paid out to all land owners very sarly.

The construstion of tbe Mulshi Dam is saoch that raising
the foundations to ground level alone will ecoupy about two
yoars, so that hardly any land will be submerged during the
firat two years. Lands will then be gradualiy submerged so
that the bulk of the area is not likely to go under water for
the next five years. And the Company has notified land-
owners thas they will be permitted to ralse their orops free of
rent during such time. This will be, to & very large number
of lapownaers, ap appreciable addition to the compensation
apd the bonus given by she Company. Thua the full income

from the land free of rent for several years is assured..

Income from agriculture is always amall. The establish_
ment of the Mulshi works will be able to give the labourers
who choose to come and work on the dam nearly four times
the income they could ges from cultivation. Thoss who wish
to continue their agrioultural pursuits will be able to d~ 8o for
soveral yoats to come as shown asbove. By that time, in the
neighbouring valleys, the extension of the irrigation works of
the Nira Right Bank Oanal will have progressed suffisiently
for Government to assure snough wator for rice oultivation at

the usual ratea for abouy 3000 to 4000 acres of much Mavias as |

©chooss so seitle in the irrigated ares, The Government have
assured the Company that such help is possible as a spacial
-cpas 10 suoh of the expropriated Mavlas as choose to settle
in the irrigased ares. The number of rics lands in the
Poons Distrlot will therefore not in any way bs decreassd by
‘the Mulshi works, nor will the Mavlas find their agrioultural
oocupation gone. ’

The Company have suxiously done and will do all it ean
for the Mavlas. The Company, baving paid full compensation
and dons everything for the benefis .of the Mavlas, will
arrange by svery means in its power to enable them to settls
along the Nira Canal iu the next few years so as o sake

L

advantage of the sasurancs given by Government. In this
work such of the leaders of the Mavias as have their troe
interests at heart can also subetantially help.

Tt will thus be seen that the Mavias who may be axpro-
priated f:om their homes can be settled in their ancestral
oocupation in the neighbouring valleys should they so desire.

In the scquisition of land for & Hydro-Electric Scheme it
in essontial that an absolutely perfeot title should be assured
to the Company. This is only possible through the Lamd
Aoquisition Act, This is.our only answer %o the demand of
some of the public that the Aot should nat be availed of. The
public grievance that the Land Aoquisition Aot does not
secure adequate compensation has been fuily met, as expisin-
ed above, by the action of ths Company by securing ample
money sompensation. So confident is the Company as to the
adequacy of the compensation, that it is quite willing that the
valuation be made the subject of arbitration by arbitrators
appointed by the Company and leaders of the Mavlss in equal
number with, in the event of a difference arising, a Sar
Panch or Umpire of undoubted. standing, acoeptable to both
parties, to decide between them.

It may be pointed out that arbitration is only possible
under two conditions. The acquisition of land is & matter
entirely within the purview of the Government, and it is only
when Government have acceded o our wishes by allowing the
valuation to be decided by arbitration that the Company is
now able to make this offer. Secondly, arbitration would be
of no avail unless the Company feels sure that the leaders of
Mavlas have a sufficiently powerful following amongm them
to ensure theaceeptance of the valuation as implicitly as the
Company is preparsd to do. .

The Tata Powsr Company trusta that this explanation
based on official facts and figures which can be substantizted
from records will satisfy the publio as to the bona fides of the
Company puatting through a scheme of undoubted benefit 1o
The nation aa a whole. .

It might be pointed out thas well over a arcre has already
beon spent towards the execusion of this greats Scheme so that
the hardship to the sharsholders (amongst whom will be
found a large number of pecple of small means) st such a
atage by the abandonment of the Scheme would be infinitely

- groater than the hardship to a few Mavlas in the FPoona
Distriot to whom adequate compensation and other facilisies
are provided,

It has been urged that the Tatas are pressing this Scheme
because of the enormous benefite which they are to derive
therefrom. The Tatas, as in all other Schemea oconsider them-
pelves Trustaes of public monies entrusted to them, and their
own holdings in shis particular Scheme is not more than
abont 550 shares out of 45,000 shares issued. The 50 of the
total oapital subsoribed before she floatation was thrown open
to the publio 'was almost all subseribed for privately by sueh
of the public as approached, through brokers, or directly by the
agents and Direotors of the Company, so that the whole of the
'Capital should ba considered as having soms fram the public.

The Scheme itaelf, bsing one under a license from Gov-
ernment, has jts maximum rates, to bs charged to the public
fired by Government, and the experisnce of the previous
Hydro-Electrio Schemes has amply proved shat though the

income from investmeant in one of these is assured and steady,
such income ie small. The Tata Hydro-Eleotric Puwer Supply
Company up to dats has nos been able t0 pay more than 7%,
and it is only after much time and patient development shat
the soheraa will be made to pay mors, 80 that the share-
holders have so take the risk of the developmens of the Com-
pany during the period covered by the License granted by
Government, and should she Company by then have sstablished
itself on a satisfavtory basis, it will be open to the Goveroment
whioh will soon be more and more the Governmens of the
people, so take over the coneern as in the case of the Railways.
The Scheme is, therafors, essentially one whioch is nacionalis-
od, as it will be avaitable to the nation after all the pioneer-
ing difficulties have been surmounted by sghareholders,and
that, too, for & low return through the early yeam of the
Company's existenoce.

Finally, it may bs menti-ned that amoug the list of forty
large consumera of power now actually on the waising list of
this Company thers is not a singles industrial conocern whioh
has not bean capitalised in this country. '
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