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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

. THE nightmare of the coal strike in England
s still causing intense anxiety to Government
and people alike. The two sides have shown a
determation not to yield, which comes of a deep
gonviction that their cause is right. The public
is profoundly concerned at the prospsot of having
to face the winter with no coal or with very dear
coal, The miners want an inorease of wages at
a fat rate and the Government will make this
increase dependent on the growth of output. Ne
effort has been spared by Government to reach an
agreement and to show that ils attitude is per-
feotly reasonable,
the miners are trying to discover a possible way
out of the impasse and the threatened strike has
been postponed.- It is to be hoped that the ocala-
mity will be averted. , o
* #* *

THRE Government of India has announced that
the weekly sales of reverse councils will now oloze
and has given the public the assurance that they
will be resumed in the future whenever the nced
therefor makes itself felt. What has the Gov-
ernment accomplished by selling] these sterling
drafts on London for such & length of time in the
teoth of publio protests } We are told that the total
oiroulation of currency notes in India has been
materially reduced and it is suggested that this
process of steady deflation was faoilitated by the
reduction of the short term securities held in the
ourrency ressrve in London. The Sscretary of
State met the reverse drafts drawn on him by dis-
posing of the treasury bills in the reserve. But
did the Govamments pelicy of selling reverse
oouncils for the purpose of raising and steadying

exchange attain its objeot? There is not much
point in Government stating that securities in the
ourr ency reserve were liquidated because the ro-

Mineowners, Government and |

verse councils could not have bsen met in London
in any other way. The chief function. of reverss
councils is, however, to raise exchange by correct-
ing the trade balance and that Government did
not suceeed in doing and ne oredit can be claimed
for the Indian currency sysfem as it has been re.
cently worked for any incidental effects that may
have ﬂoweé from the sales of reverse drafts.
* * »

IF the cause of strikers wins widespread
public sympathy in the case ofa dispute between
employers and workmen, it is safe to assume that
the strikers are right. This is undoubtedly the
situation with reference to the strike of postmen
in Bombay going on for over s fortnight It
may be oontended that the public sympathies in
this particular instance are more due to the serious-
inconvenience caused to people of all classes by
the derangement of a department like the Past
and Telegraph which touches the every-day lifa of
the community most intimately than to any con-
viotion that the postmen’s demand and conduct
are reasonsble. But no one dare say that public
servants like post men who have to do very
responsible and wearisome work are getiing any-
thing like an adequate wage in Bombay compared
to the increased cost of living, Unfortunately
neither side in the dispute has so far made a move
towards settlement and the strike goes on from
day to day without any change, to the great in:
conveniance of the publie. An early settloment
of the strike is desirable and we hope Government
will realize the sericusness of the present sxtu&-
tion. _ .

- * . »

THE question at issue between Mr. Gandhi
and Mr. Jinnah at the meeting of the Swaraj Sabha
is a little obacura. If the meaning of the word
“*Swaraj” used in defining its objects is not to be
extended beyond the creed of the Congress, the ex-
pression “to secure complete Swaraj for India ac-
cording to the wishes of the Indian people " need
really have no ferror for Mr. Jinngh. Thoe latter sb-
served in stating his objection that the change pro-
posed by Mr. Gandhimeant the declaration of com-
plete independence or severance from the British
Commonwealth and also the adoption of peaceful
methods but not necessarily sconstitutional and law-
abiding. But.itseems fo us that there is little
ground for this panicky view; for the third aub-
clause of artiole 2, which limits the Swaraj Sabha's -
‘aofivities to the objeotive and the methods defined
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in the Congress creed rules out the interpratation
suggested by Mr. Jinnah. The proposed change,
Lowever, is distinctly for the worse, inasmuch asz
the phraseology which has been adopted will only
help to obscure the trie meaning of the object
which the Sabha has placed before itself. It is ad
much a surprise that Mr. Gandhi has made him-
solf responsible for a change which has this effect
as that Mr. Jinnah has made such & small matter
which is not one of substance a sufficient ground
for secession.
* * %

ONLY the other day Mr. Kelkar complained
in the Mahratia that the Liberals were “in high
glea” at the abstention of the Nationalists from
the councils in obedience to the Congress resolution
and against their better judgment. He now com-
plains in the Kesari that the Liberals are going
about in sackcloth and ashes because of the Na-
tionalist decision! Either way it is with him and
other Nationalists a matter of grievance. When
the Liberals expressed themselves against non-co-
operation and urged that no one could really adopt
non-co-operation without boycotting the ooun-
oils, the Nationalists exclaimed that the Liberals
were, by assuming such a position, cleverly -ma-
nceuvring the Nationalists out of the councils,
Now the Liberals are making almost frantic ap-
peals to the Nationalists to follow their own con-
viotions and work in the councils, and yet, even
in making such an sppeal, the Liberals ara
reprasented as being inspired by a dinbolical motive
—this time that of seducing the Nationalists
from loyaliy to the Congress. The deceit of the
Liberal indesd knows noe bounds., And still
his position is capable of a simple exzplanation
without the horrid assumplions msade by the
Nationalists—that he disapproves of non-oo-
operation as injurious fo the country’s best inte-
rests, and urges that view upon the Nationalists.
The position of the Nationalists too is simple
enough—they are pledged in all ciroumstances to
impute unworthy motives and use vituperative
language, whatever the Liberals say or do.

* * »

THE celerity with which the editor of the
Hindu and some other Nationalists are changing
their urientation in regard to the reforms is some-
thing marvellous. They for a time scouted the
very idea of making the Reform Act a success and
of offering any sort of co-operation with the Gow-
ernment fo that end. Naturally the impression got
abroad that they were among the wreckers instead
of being the workers of the Act. It was soon found,
howaeverthat thie attitude would not serve, and, to
notify the change that had come about in the Na-
tionalist attitude, the Liberals were duly charged
with falsely ascribing to the Nationalists obstruo-
tive tactics of which they never had an idea, when
as & mattor of faot they were genuine workers of
‘the Act. It became a leading theme in innumerable
speeches delivered about the middle of the year.
Now, again, the Hindu has thought fit to exeoute

a volte face, and again it notifies the change by
reviling the Liberals for ssdulously misrepresent-
ing the Nationalist attitude as one of bona fide
workers of the Act while in point of fact it was
ever one of wreckers. No one has the least
objection to the Hindu adding a few to the several
ohanges of front if has so far exhibited in regard
to the reforms; our enly point is that it may keep
the Liberals out of this process of its own evolu-
tion,
» » *

THE'strong opposition with which his proposal
to withdraw boys and girls from schools and
oolleges has met Mr. Gandhi sets down to a gene-
ral lack of appreciation of the gravity of the
wrongs from which India is suffering. The faot,
however, is entirsly different; Pandit Malaviya's
sense of nationai injustice ie not less keen, but Mr,
Gandhi’s sense of the value of education is very
wosk. To continue to keep children in Govern-
ment schools affer all that the Government has
done seems to Mr, Gandhi as bad as keeping terms
with Anti-Christ. This is no doubf a high line to
take; but even his sensitive conscience does mnot
prevent him from participating in some other ad-
vantages due to British rule; e g., he makes full uss
of the post and telegraph services, railways, coind
age. No doubt he does it because to eschew the
Government in these matters will entail upon him
much too serious disabilities, but this is after all
a utilitarisn view to take. In that view of ihe
matter it is open to other people, who cannot bring
themselves to treat the intellectual destifution of
children so lightly as Mr. Gandhi, to make use of
the Government schools. It is notorious how
little value Mr. Gandhi sets on the furniture of
the mind, and the difference which is discernibld
between Mr. Gandhi and most other leaders in
India on the guestion of the boycott of schools is
solely due to their differing valuation of eduoas
tion.

* * L

WHILE there is at least the qualifying adjective
“eradua” introduced info the Congress resolution
to limit the scope of the boycott of schools and law
courts—whatever its exact import—there is none
such to resirict the operation of the boycott of
foreign goods. The boycoft of foreign goods is
the one thing in the non-co-operation programme
whioh is almost a physical impossibility, and yet
the Congress included it among the first things tc
undertaks &s involving “the minimum risk” snd
imposing “the least sacrifice” upon the people! It
is a signal instance of the way in which huge
deliberative bodies are sometimes led into an im-
possible position by the enthusiasm of the moment.
The only remedy now left for any sensible persony
is to own up the mistake and to rectify it at the
next availabls opportunity. The Non-Co-opers-
tion Sub.Commibtea took this line in its report and
met the situation created by the Congress resolu-
tion squarely by saying that the parf of the resolu-«
ti6n enjoining an immediate and complete hoyoott



OCTOBER 7, 1920, )

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

423

of foreign goods was an unfortunate interpolation.
Technically, it may not Rave baen an interpolation,
but it is & mistake which the All-India Congress
Committee may fake upon itself fo warn the
people against. But there are precisians on the
Committee who would have all Congressmen
earry out the letter of the resolution, or at any

rate profess academic adherence to it.
" » »

- - THERE is another class of politicians who
protest against the expression used by the Non-Co-
operation Commiitee, because it enables them to
twist the boyeott of foreign into the boycott of
British goods. Mz, Pal, for instance, suggests
that Indians should in every ease prefer articles
of non-British to those of British manufacture,
~patronise non-British in preference to British
banks, and withdraw labour from British industries,
thus using the economic laver to obtain redress of
political wrongs. Preference is to be given to
other countries over England, not really to help
the former, but to punish the latter. Mr Pal no
doubt says that we must sncourage trade with
“friendly™ foreign oountries, particularly Amsrics
and Japan outside the British Empire, but it is
clear that he is far less anxious to reward the
friendship of “foreign™ countries than to inflict
retribution upon England.- This is of course a
legitimate means of political warfare, but it is en-
tirely cpposed to the underlying principle of Mr.
Gandhi's non-co-operation. By no stratch of
language can & movement with the boycott of
British goods Included in its programmse be deserib-
ed, as it is described in the Congress resolution, aa
being “conceived as a measure of discipline and
self-saorifice.” Mr. Pal, whe is so mightily angry
with the I_{on-Co-cperation Committee for express-
ing its dissent from a part of the Congress resolu-
tion, does not heaitate in the least to distort the
whole spirit of the resolution. Isnot Mr. Pal mora
boupd to preserve the essenca of the NON-Co-0pers.
tion plan than Mr. Gandhi is to carry out ia pratics
a fragment of it whioch everyone reccgnises it ia
imposaible to earry out?
- » »

AGAIN, was America more friendly to India
than England on the only question in which she
was direotly concerned—the Khilafat? America, on
the contrary, was muesh more unfriendly : Presi-
dant Wilson would not even leave Constantinople
to the Turks. But since the preference to be shown
to foreign oountries over England is not in
point of fact determined by the right attitude of
the former, but the wrong attitude of the latter, we
need not inquire too closely into the matter. W
fail to see, however, why “ & demand for the im-
mediate repeal of all Indian labour |egislation
which militates against the freedom of man re-
garding the disposal of his labour ™ should form
part of the boyoott oampaign. Is it suggested that
labour legislation restrioting, e. g.. the hours of
labour of the faotory worker, the employment of
ohild labour, eto. undesirable ¢ It no doubt has the

effect of keeping down the sompetition of Indian
manufseturers and thus indireatly helping Man-
chester ; but are we to cut off our nose to spite ocur
face ? Even supposing, however, that it was 2 wisa
gourse, are not all * demands™ for legislative
changes ruled ouf by the inauguration of the non-
oo-oparation movement ? And how is the desired
change to ba brought about if all non-officials are
tc abstain from the gouncile ? Perhaps it is ex-
pected that though, as a conseguence of the non-
eo-operation movement, the whole legislative and
administrative business of the country will soon be
paralysed, the boneficent piece of legisiation remov-
ing all restrictions on ¢hild labour, and so on, will
somebow be saved from the general wreckage.
» " »

ONX the boycott of schools alsc Mr. Pal makesa
suggestion which shows clearly that he is entirely
out of sympathy with the governing idea in Mry,
Gandhi's programme. As to the former, he sug-
gests that all schools should be boycoited which
forbid the politieal education of their students
outside school hours, forgetting that it is not
meroly college or high achool stndents who are
ealled upon to participate in thse movemens, buf
also those in primary schools. Want of political
eduoation is not the raison d'éfre of the proposed
boyecott of schools, but rather the poison which
the hapless students are unoonsciously made to
imbibe along with very imperfect education in
Government-supported institutions. Their very
association with such schools poisons their minds,
and nothing but their withdrawal from those sure
roundings will save them. If anyone has the
first claim o be saved from such a lot, it is oer-
tainly the children in the primary schoels, and
with them the imparting of political education is
out of the question, Mr, Pal has maintained from
the beginning that non-co-operation in regard to
the primary functions of government discharged
through law couris is unconstitutional. He does
not therefore, support it even in theory; the only
gonsbructive suggestion he has f0 make on this
head is to try composition where it is permissable.
It does not, however, touch even the frings of the
guestion, as Mr. Pal himself will allow.

» * *

THE Army Committee’s report, a copy of
which has not yet reached us, will be received
with the greatest Indignation by Inqians. 1t
takes no account of Indian aspirations in this
branch and is practically silent on most of the
questions on which the Indians sre keen. The
Committes makes no recommendations in regard
to the appointment of Indians to commissioned
ranks, limits the size of the Territorial Force to
12 units and the smploymenst of Indians to infan-
try units, retains the I, M. 8. as a monopoiy for
Englishmen, ete. ete. The rveport is founded on
utter distrust and re-enunoiates the dectrine that
India is held by the sword. The Government
seems determined to keep India in a chronic state
of disoontent.
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THE REAL ISSUE.

I¥ there is little appreciation in the country of the
far-reaching implications of the dootrine of non-
co-operation, there is equally little understanding
of the true position of those who ‘are oppossd to
this movement It is popularly imagined that
those who are sceptical of the policy of with-
drawing co-operation from Government as a means
of attaining Swaraj must be pledgsd to sccord their
support to every Government measure, whether ithe
conducive to the good of the country or not ; and
of those who do not believe such a gross perversion
of facts several still hold that even those who offer
strong eriticism or downright opposition to obnoxi-
ous measures of Government somehow make them-
selves responsible for such measures and share in
the moral obloquy which attaches to them., This
is an absoclutely wrong view to take, No one who
pleads for a fair chance being given to the Reform
Act and for the mazimum amount of good being
extracted from it need or will support Government
whera to his mind the Goverament goes wrong ; on
such occasions, it will be his duty te warn Gov-
ernment of the evil consequences which are likely
to follow and to offer stern resistance if it does
not head his warning, and should Government
succeed in carrying the measure in spite of his op-
position, the responsibility for the untoward results,
if any, as well as for the moral guilt rests solely

wiih those who persisted in the wrong poliey. Itis
‘only on that basis that co-operation can be given,
and it is only in that sense that co-operation is
Mr. Aurcbindo Ghose, 'in the extract
quoted in ancther colaumn from his * political will

and testament,” is prepared to offer as much co- -
operation as is implicit. in the utilisation of re-.

invited

forms ; no more is desired. It is immaterial to
inguire what view Mr. Ghosh takes of the Reform
Act—whether it is merely inadequate or thorough-
iy worthless.
view may not bave continued in the same stay as
before ; it may have changed since he left British

India. That should, however, make no difference |
to our reasoning. He was prepared to use partial

Swaraj as a stepping-stone to complete Swarqj and
was prepared to co-operate with Government to
the extent to which co-operation was necessary to
make partial Swaraj successful. If education were

ontrusted to & popular body, as Lord Réay once.

thought of entrusting it, he would to that extent
withdraw opposition and bend his energy to shap-
ing the country'a educational policy. On nc view
of the Reform Act, however prejudiced, will edu-
cation be in a worse oase under the new régime

than it would have been under the most favourable

conditions that Lord Reay ocould ever imagine.
Again, a fairly large group of provincial depart-
ments is to be placed under popular control, besides
education.
be, in these siroumstances, to make the fullest use
of the power now secured, with a view to extend-
ing thereby the bounds of self-rule.

It is also possible that his point of

Mr. Ghose’s advice would assuredly

But, it is loftily asked, are we to take these
“small orumbs thrown from the master's table” in- :
stead of boldly stretohing our hand to full Swargj #
The answer is that if thers is another road which
will take us sooner to Swaraj we shall not be back-
ward in taking it, but we have found none such,
and we do not believe that the cornucopia of Swaraj
is to be opened on non-co-operation. Asto acecapt-
ing “‘concessions,” the mistake lies in looking upon
them as boons bestowed by Government in the
plenitude of its ganerosity, instead of as so much
of Swargj regained by the people. As Mr. Aurcbindo
Ghose so aptly puts it, ** The refusal of autocratio
gifts does not involve a refusal to take up popular
r%ghts inalienably secured fo the people. It is, on
the contrary, with the object of compelling the
concession of the various elements of Swarasj by
poaceful moral pressure and in the absence of such
concessions developing our own institutions to the
gradual extrusion and final supplanting of bureau-
cratic institutions, that the policy of self help and
passive resistance was started.” Mr. Aurobindo
Ghose, who is justly regarded as the highest em-
bodiment of idealism in recent politics, did not
scorn, it is olear, as some of the neo-Nationalists
who spout much spurious sentiment profess to do,
to make use of such popular rights as may have
been conceded, partial though they be, in order to
win full self-government. Buf, it is urged, is it
possible to 4vin self-government by co-operating
with a Government whose object, in the nature of
the case, must be to withhold power as long as
possible? The anwser is, co-operation is intended
to effectuate the self-government already won ; bub
it does not dsbar a atruggle for further power.
Such a struggle, to put it st the lowest, will not be
hindered by the presence of our best men in the
councils ; it would on the contrary be greatly pro-
moted. If British rulers have done any good to
India, the Modern Review says, “this good has been
8 by-produet, an inevitable indireot result of seek-
ing to gain their own selfish objects. . British
policy has always professed to be beneficent, but
this professed beneficence has never heen such as
to clash with the selfish object of the governing
olasses.” No one ordinarily expects such dis~
interested beneficence in the dealings of different
classes in the same counfry; much less reason
have we to expeot it in the dealings of two differ-
ent countries. But are not the highest ambitions
of Indian nationalism realisable only if England
pursues a polioy of enlightened self-interest ? And
is not the whole of our agitation conduoted with a
view meYely to making her conform to a path
marked out by her own self-interest on a long view
of the matter ¥ All this, however, ig entirely irrele-
vant, #s co-operation with Government in giving
offeot to the reforma need not and does nof exclude
any other means of constitutional agitation for
the attainment of rights not yet surrendered by the
QGovernment. The only guestion is, will kome rule
be obtained sooner by boycotting the reforms and
atriving towards the goal from outside than by
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working the reforms and fighting for self-govera-
ment both from inside and outside? Considerad
in this way. thera can be no questiop as to what
the snswer should be.

In his recant spesch in Lahore Lals Lajpat
Rai sought to distinguish between the position of
the Liberals and the Nationalists. The Liberals,
he eaid, believed that the constitutional reforms of
last year were the {rait of constitutional agitation;
thoy had still faith in the British senss of justice;
and they hoped that the present reforms would, if
properly worked, lend to full seli-government. Ths
Nationalists, he maintained, rejected all these
propositions. Now with rezard to the first, so far
a8 one could see, thare was no difference of opinion
between the two partiss, for both believed that the
pressnt reforms were largely the outcome of ¢ons-
titutional agitation, and the utterances of several

Nationalist leaders could be produced for svidence.
There wers of course many factors which contri-
buted to the result, but popular agitation will take
& no mean place among them, The Liberals were
vepresented as putting implicit faith in British
justice and waiting for wrongs to right themselvaes.
This is & gross caricature of their view. Mr
Lajpat Rai himself says that no Government, be it
national or foreign, would concede one iota of
power unless it ware made impossible for it not to
do so. If this is true even of indigenous Govern-
ments, how much more trus must it be of & foreign
Government! All that needs tc be considered is
whether it is not possible for oonstitutional agita-
tion of the normal type to producs conditions
which will make a grant of power inevitable. The
Naticonalists are generally but wrongly represented
a8 having lost all faith in constitutional methods,
but Mr. Tilak, it is well known, bad still a robusg
faith in them and discountenanced all talk of none
oo-operation. He also felt confident that the cons-
titutional reforms introduced last year would Dave
the way to full self-government ; and everyone who
voted against the boyoott of councils in the Con-
gress must be held to share this hops, It will thus
be soon that the issues raised by Mr. Lajpat Rai
are largely false ones, and whatever minor diffar
ences in temperament and methods are discerni-
ble, the bulk of the Liberals and the Nationslists
regard the reforms from thes same view-point as
regardsthe use to be made of them, and have neariy
the sams opinion of non-co-operation,

HINDU LAW IN THE NEW ERA.
L+

THE solemnly plighted word baving been thus
broken, the legislature no longer entertained any
qualms of conscience to repeat the process. Tt
must, however, in fairness to the Governmaent, be
admitted that occasions for further onsiaughts on
the citadel of Hindu Law repeatedly arose as sd-
ministration graduaslly proceeded, and that nobody

*Frevious articles in this series appeared in the isaves of
Ssptember 9 and 23,

ocould on such cccasions guestion their good faith.
The ancient Hindu Law of the Rishis was so.crude
that at the very first touch of latter-day civiliza-
tion it began to crumble down in important res-
pects. An insuperable difficulty arose in apply-
ing Hindu Law procedure to cases wherein only
one party was a Hindu. The legislature had in-
deed anticipated this difficulty by enacting that the
law of the defendant was to bs applicable, but this
makeshift was not at all satisfactory. Again,
Hindu Law procedure was not commsensurate with
the exigencies of the ease in the important matter
of suppression and punishment of crimes, and a
general code embodying the Criminal Law of
India and applicable to all races and religions
alike was soon felt to be absolutely necessary; so the
great Indian Penal Code was drafted by the Indian
Law Commissioners headed by Lord Macaulay.
Similar enactments became necessary in other
equally important branches of Law and & seriea of
such laws has been enacted by the legislature
from time to time. The Hindu Wills Act, Indian
Majority Act, Guardians and Wards Act, the In-
dian Contract Aet, the Trust Act, the Transfer of
Property Act, the Registration, Stamps ard Court
Fees Acts have followed each other in quick suc-
oession, and on the passing of each of these Acts,
the original shasfric Hindu Law on the matter has
been expressly done away with. Another large
slice of the old Law was similarly cut off and dis-
pensed with when, the twe great Procedure Codes
(Civil and Criminal) were enacted and still an-
other when the Land Revenue Code was drafied
and passed, _
So far, we have dealt with the frontal ordirect
attacks made by the Logislature on the old shastric
Hindu Law. Immense as have been the ravages
effected by these frontal attacks, the ravages
perpetrated by enother agency delivering indirect
attacks on the same citadel have been no less
effective. This agency was the judiciary that
always refused to accept the dictums and opinions
of the Court pundifs and shasiris unless they
themselves were satisfied of the justice and ethics
of the matter. The judiciary no doubt mever openiy
professed to alter the ancient Hindy Law, but on
the contrary always expressed themselves asbound
to strictly administer the old Law. But the
multiplicity of authors and commentators couplsd
with the willingness of the pandils to substitute
new dictums suitable to the tasts of the judges )
enabled the pandits to offer as good Hindu Law
what was approved of by the judges. This judi-
oiary had at their head the Privy Council sitting
in England that finally settled all important law-
points in the name of Hindu Law, and when onoe
the Privy Counocil had declared what the Law was,
it was not permissible for the lower Courts in
India to put forth any opposite view of the
matter, howsoever convinced they might have
been of the justice and correctness of their
own view. In the very rare cases when the
Privy Council believed themselves to have erred:
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in giving out the former decision, the princi-
ple of sfare decisis, i. e, uniformity of decisions
stepped in to preveni correciion and to perpetuate
the error. And the irony of all this would bs
patent to the reader when he lsarns that not a
single Hindu lawyer has ever sat on the Privy
Council! Nevertheless that august Council com-
_posed of lawyers alien to the spirit of Hindu Law
interprets, applies and modifies and at times ex-
tends that law, and it is only by mere accident
that it conforms to the altered opinions of the
community for whom they profess only fo ad-
minister the existing or rather the ancient Hindu
Law.

It may at once be gratefully conceded that
neither the Privy Council, nor, for the maiter of
that, any other Court in India, ever perpetrated
any ohange in the Hindu Law wantonly or with a
sinister intent. That funetion was, as we have
seen, undartaken by the legislatura.

After the legislature and the judiciary, may
be mentioned another class of men that greatly
helped in the process of the disinfegration and
alteration of the ancient Hindu Law. This ciass

consisted of practising lawyers—a new creation.

introduced by the British along with their rulein
India. It may well be doubted whether there was
such s class of professional lawyers undar the
Mahomedan and Mahraita or Rajpui Rulers in
India—lawyers offering their brains for service to
the litigant with the longest purse and in at least
some instances, not minding whether they were
prostituting their powers by helping the spread of
injustice. It was this newly created elass of pro-
fessional fighters in the arena of the judicial courts
that worked the greatest mischief in uprooting the
old Hindu Law, Every case could be taken with
their help to the length to which the purse of the
litigant could take it, and each time they racked
their brains to find out distinctions without real

differences and detect flaws by hair-splifting logie

and casuistry. It may at once be admitted that
the influence wielded by this class was not always
pernicious, was not always detrimental, but it
was nevertheless a fact that they could erush the
righteous, but penniless litigant with the foroe of
their forensio powers placed at the service of the
rapacious opponent.

Laatly, we must take note of custom having
the suthority of modifying the written Hindu Law.
No doubt Manu affirmed the importance of custom
in his aphorism Tz &23dFE, i. ¢., oustom trans-
conds the law. Various peculisr usages and cus-
‘toms inconsistent with the written law were set up
and attempted to be proved with varying suocess.
It was a bappy coincidence that English Lawyer
Judges imported into this branch of the law the
English doctrine for the due recognition of custom
only when the latter is shown to be ancien$, inva-
riable, peaceful, definite and reasonable. These
stringent conditions imposed by Western lawyers
in a great manner prevented this branch of the
law from assuming mighty proportions at tha

kands of litigants and practisiog lawyers. Were it
not for the restraining influence sternly exercis~
ed by the English rule as to recognition of custom,
one is simply at a loss to realise what gigantia
strides this branch would have madse in India—the
proverbial home of all sorts and conditions of
institutions, from the worst right up to the best!
LEX.

THE PROBLEM OF FEMALE EDUCATION.

WHENKN the new political reforms are duly usher-
ed into existence abcut the beginning of the next
year, many problems will have to be boldly faced
by Indian ministers., Of them the problem.of
sducation in its various aspects appears to be the
most thomy. A few days ago, a contributor ad-
dressed a leiter to a missionary paper in Bengal,
the Epiphany, in which he had made wholesale
and reckless allegations against Indian widowa.
1t is not the intention of the present writer to en-
ter into that ugly coniroversy which has been
satisfactorily settled by the submission of az uné
qualified apology by the writar in guestion; b'g%

"the charges, levelled by the writer in the Epiphan

sgainst an important section of Indian womed
—women who are objects of pity and commisera~

‘tion rather than of abuse and vituperation,—are

such as would be resented most vehemently by the
women themselves, if only they were sufficiently
educated to read and answer them. As matters
stand at present, a very large proportion of them,
unfortunately for themselves and for the couniry
at large is almost wholly illiterate; and that ie
why writers like the one in question dare attaok
them recklessly.

Fortunately, however, the Government oi
India seems to be alive to this deplorable condi
tion of Indian womanhood, and are trying to ex;
pand female education by every available means—
minus, however, wholesale compulsion. They
have been collecting data and opinions bearing or
the subjeci; and it would not be wrong to expect
that they would be prepared to launch a schems
for such expansion on a grand scale.

The question of female education in this coun~
try resolves itself into two distinct compartments
at any rate at the present moment: firstly, educa-
tion of gu}s, and secondly, education of women.
Education of girls has been receiving a fair amount
of attention at the hands of Government, as is evi-
denced by the steady annual increase in the num.
ber of girls’ schools as well asin the number ¢l
attendance therein. It must, however, be admit-
ted that there is yet ample scope for increase in
both. As regards the second aspect of female edu-
cation, namely, that of education of grown women.
we have regretfully to confeas that Government
have so far done pracﬁeaiiy nothing, beyond ex-
tending some pecuniary help in the form of grants-
in-aid to efforts, made by private agencies. In thiz
connection the efforts of the Poona Seva Sadar
Society, carried on under the direot initiation ang
guidance of Mr. G. K. Devadhar, deserve to be

: [
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widely acknowledged on thisjside of India; add a
high educational officer, having opportunities to
. travel throughout India and Burma has testified
to them in eulogistie terms. But isclated attempts
1ike thess are hardly calculated to reach the vast
bulk of woman, merged deep into illiteracy and
seattered all over the continent. The proportion
of illiterate women will gradusally diminish, inas-
wmuch as there will not be frash additions to their
number iu the fuiure on the sams scale as herelo-
fore. But even the present number of these illite-
Tate grown up women deserves to be brought with-
in the sphere of literaoy, to the extsnt practioable
and compatible with the existing circumstances.
In the present article I infend fo offer a fow
suggestions that would be worth whils considering
in the mafter, so far as it affects the expansion of
education amonget girls; and it is my intention
- to take up the subject of the education of grown-
up women later on. One bold step, if that were
practicable, would solve the problem of girls® edu-
wation af a stroke, and that is the adoption of
‘wholesale compulsion. But even apart from the
-ooneideration of the enormous expsnditure, in-
volved in such aa entarprise, it would be well-nigh
‘impossible to bring round the massea—¥or, amongst
_the olasses, girls’ sducation bhas now become
fairly popular—to accept the principls of compul.
gion. We have, therefore, to adopt less drastie
measures,—measures that would tend, as faras
practicable, tolead us towards the same goal
Even munieipal areas yet hesitate {o have re-
course to compulsion in the case of boys. Tims
_is, theorefore, far distant when men's nminds will be
prepared {c consider calmly the adoption of com-
puleion in the oase of girls. Although, however,
the time is not yat ripe for applying the prineiple
of compulsion in the expansion of girls® education
in rural areas, larger munioipal tawns and cities,
sufficiently advanced in ideas of social reform,
and with & population of over 20,000 or so, can be
depended upon to make statutory provision of the
kind, provided 50 per cent. of girls of school-going
age regularly attend school, and Government
make & larger contribution fo the municipalities
to meet the additional expenditure involved. Itis
& well-known fact that very few municipalities in
- this Presidenoy have so far availed themsslves of
ihe advantages oontemplated in the provisions of
the Hon'ble Mr. Patel's Act for free and compul-
sory primary education. It is high time that the
muniocipalities bestir themselves in the matter,
and set a glorious exampls, to be foilowed by the
several. local boards. It is gquite pertinent to
mention here that even the Government of India,
in their Resolution, No. 1078, dated ist QOotober
1819, express the opinion, in paragraph 9 on page
3, that “in Bombay and the United Provinces provi-
gion for compulsion can be extended to girls” (The
italios are mine).
It would be advisabls at this stage, therefors,
that Government sud quasi-Government schools,
mission and other private bodies, interested. _in the

LY

-girls.

spread of girls' education, concentrate their atten.

_tion on rural areas. At present no separate schools

exist in such aress for girls, nor are they desirable

-until we can confidently hope forasufficiently large

number of girls coming forward to take advantage
of such schools. I have every :eason to belisve
that so long as boys' schools in tural areas con-
tinus to be thinly attended, there would hardly
bs any necessity for opening separate schools for
Bssides, parents and gusrdians do not at all
objest {o send their girls to boys’ schools in such
areas. We have, therefore, to devise means for
atiracting girls to such schools. True, the girls
are not charged fees for their schooling; but thas
in itself would not be a sufficient inducement. In
order to popularise elementary education amongst
the rural areas,—these are almost wholly in-

‘habited by the agricultural classes—more expen-

sive measures will have to be adopted at this ini-
tial stage. The reason why the agrioulfurisis are
unwilling to send their girls—and, for the matter
of that, even their boys,~—t{o school is not far to
seek : it is sconomie, pure and simple. They are
unwilling to lose the numerous esconomic advan-
tages they derivo from their chiidren. These

children are an asset of no mean value to them in

their field operations as well a= at home: and un-
loss and until they are sassured of compensating
advantages, they would continue tc be totally in-
different towards this vital question. It would be
idle to expect them to realise the advantages of
education inasmuch as thsir own mental cutlock
is c¢iroumseribed for want of the same. They
must, therefore, be shown some t{angible benefits—
bonefits that would, at least to » certain extent,
compensate for the loss of labour they would be
put to by withdrawing their girls from fields
and sending theom to schools. What Govern-
ment will have to do, therefore, is to iniro-
duce a system of monetary awards to such
girls, say a rupee or two per head, on & iarge soale.
The rates may vary according to local conditions,
tho most backward localities receiving the largest
amounts. These rewards would directly appeal to
the agriculturists ; and they would themselves try
to make up for the losa of labour, ococasioned by
the atiraction of their girls to schools., With the
advance of time, girls' education is bound to grow
more and more popular and Government ecan then
gradually dimniish these inducements. But expen-
diture on a considerable scale at the commence-
ment appears to be inevitable.

Gther inducements of a minor character can
also be held out to these girls, in case direct money-
awards are not found feasible, I venture to enumar-
ate soma of them here as they are ecalculated to
give a push to girls' education to a limited extent
in rural areas. They ara: {a) distribution of olothes,
such as khans, parkars, eto., {&) distribution of school
matoerial, such as slates, pencils, books, papers,
ato,, {¢) distribution of prizss; and {(d) maintenance
charges or pecuniary assistance to parents of poor
girls,
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Another point that desarves consideration in
this connection is the formation of school oom-
mittees in villages. There are such committees
even at this moment in villages having schools;
but their composition has hardly any popular
element in it. The Deputy Educational Inspector
of the distriet nominates the members, or the
punckas, as they are popularly called, with the
help of revenue officers. Thus thers is no people's
voice in thess committees; and no wonder they do
not appeal to popular imagination, It is, therefors,
time that a modest beginning wers made in giving
these commiitees a democratic form, two or three
out of five punchas being elected by the villagers
themselves. Moreover,this sort of education would
be a desirable thing in these days of democrasy,
as the village iz perhaps the most important unit
of the whole structure of local self-government.
‘When such committees are constituted on a popular
basis, many of the funetions, at present discharged
by departmental officers may be delegated to
them, especially that of determining the selection
of girls for monetary help. At present the attitude
of village people towards their school is one of
complete apathy., They no doubt muster strong
on the day of the inspection of the school once =
¥year; but that is just to enjoy the show. They,
therefore, ought to be made to feel a living, genuine
interest in their school; and this end ecan be
achieved, af any rate to some extent, by giving the
school committees a popular form in the way
indicated above.

V. V. NATERKAR,

SELECTION,

BOYCOTT OF COUNCILS. -
ADDRESS BY MR. SRINIVASA SASTRI.

TUNDER the auapices of the Madras Mahajana Sabha a public
meeting was held yasterday, at the Gokhale Hall, to hear
addresses for and against the boycott of Councils, The
Hon. Mr. Srinivasa Sastri in the course of hia speech said:

The subject is one on whish I feel very strongly, but
I kpow also that the view that I shall propound is only held
by a part of our community and not by the whole. As I
believe that the view that I hold deserves greater recognition
shan it is at preseat receiving, I ventura to put the cass for it
at its height. Non-Co-operation in the aspect in which we ars
to consider it to-day, that is, the hoycott of Legislativs
Councils, has a history somewhat oldar than the time when
the Special Congress met in Caleutta. The boyeost of Councils
i8 one of the principal items in Mr. Gandhi’s progressive Non-
Co-operation programme. He had aotually brought this
programme into uperation before the Special Congress. What
the Congress did was to give the boycott of Councils, along
with other aspects of Non-Co-operation, its own sauthority,
besides that which proceeds from the great name of Mr.
Gandbi and the authority of ths Central Khilafat Committee.
Backed as it is by authorities from different sides, it is not
difficuit to understand the amount of enthusiasm and loyalty
that a resolutlon of that character im meeting with in all
guarters. I proposs, however, to indicate my point of view
to this extent, viz., that the authority which the resolution is
said to derive from the imprimatur of the Indian National
Congress is not such ns 10 overpower all other copsiderationns.
It has great weight, it is entitled to the respectful considera-
tion of all Indiansg, bat it iz not 30 overpowering in its nature
that it can convert wrong into right or an unwiss coutrse of

action into a wise course of action. Take the analogous case
of a piece of legislation which has been carried in the Councik
against the usited opposition of the countiry. Supposing a
law with all the backing that the resources of a State can give'
it is enacted, but against the wishes of a very considsrable
soction of the commungity; suppose farther that this section:
of the community is opposed to this law not msrely as a
matter of efficiency or of expediency, but as a matter of vital
principle ; suppose peopls feal that their dearest feelings have
been outraged by the law and that what they ooasider one
of the fundamental moral canens of legislation has been
violated, then according te the principle which Mr. Gondh;
himself iz most devotediy expounding, these people would be
justified, if they thought f£t, to discbey that law and to set
it aside as not binding on them except in a physicul sense, asm.
earrying no moral authority, not being based on the wishes of
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the community affected. If civil disobedienes «f that character

is justifiable in such exasperating circumstances, if where your

conscience is concerned you fesl free to tell the State: “You
may pass the law and enforce it but I will not obey it, bat wilt
cheerfully underge the penalties attending on such dis-
cbedience rather than submit my neck to what [ consider an
unrighteous yoke,” if that attitude is permissible sven where
a positive anactment is concerned, I venture to put it to you
whether you would not consider such an attitude more than
permissible, obligatory, in s case where people felt that the
Indian National Congress bad gone wrong. (Cries of ne, no.)
I understand your point of view, but I venture to think that
it ismot righe. I told you now, and you sesmed te follow ma,
that civil disobedience of an unrighteous Act of the State was
justified. Your silence isaplies that you agree to that pro-
position. '

I do not ses any logical halting place bstween that pro-
position and this other proposition that I am esmunciatiog,
viz., where a certain section of the people feel that & wreng is
likely to be perpetrated by the resolution of the Congress
{ eries of no, no )—you do not feel so, but supposing that there
are a set of people who feel that the Indiarn National Con-
gres has committed a disastrous blunder ( hear, hear) from
which the country is likely to suffer, if they follow that course
—f[ A voice : India is powerless.] You need not wait very long
te hear a view expounded whick you will be glad to hear ex-
pounded ; just possess your souls in patience, I tske it that
those of you who wish to throw out these interruptions are
believers in the doctrine of Non-Co-operation, but to that form
of Non-Co-operation Mr. Gandhi prefixes the epithet ‘non-
violent.” By noa-viclent ¥on-Co-operation he mesns not only
that you are to abstain from physical viclencs to your adver-
sary, bus likewise also you should abstain from anything which
might appear disrespectful or discourteous te him or calem-
Iated to violats his own right to speak frankly and straight
from the heart as he wonld desire. I would ask you to lve up
to your own doctrine and let me go on. It is, I tske it, the
osinion of a good many thas this step of boycott of Councils is
likely, if carried out on a large scals, to impair the efficiency
of these councils and to teke away from them their national
charncter, 50 that the laws emanating from them will not re-
present the united wisdom of all ocur politicians. It is eanly
when truth struggles against truth, it is only when opinion
clashes with opinion, it i3 only when rival schools of thought
combat togother in the open that truth comes out. It is only
when a Governmant is subjected to a therough and merciless
scrutiny from psople whoss ideals are slightly different that
the bost laws are produced. Supposing that by abstention
on the part of Nationalists yon allow legislative work, work
of questioning, work of moving resolutions in fusure Counm-
cils to be done by people whbo are under the influence
of the same idess snd whose principles of public action are
jdentical, you do ot get a healthy interplay within
the Councils as you should in order that the work of
logislatuse roay be at the highest Jevel. It has been recognis-
od as an idsal condition of legislature that you should bave
within it representation for ail the different schools of peli.
tioal or gocial thought in the country. That is the raison d'étre
of $he scheme of proportional representation. No legislature
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i nowadays considered 1o be perfect unlss in it you find re-
presented in their relative sirength in the country sll the
.different schools of thought. When I addressed an] acdience
‘gt thia very place abont the beginning of thiz yesr, I told you
that in my judgment cur next Councils would be best formed
#f the slectors, without locking minately into the lsbels of
peopis/retarned to the legislature all the best men in the coan-
try, no matter what their political evolution for the moment
was. I said that if the Legislativea Council was so composed
for the first five years, we shonld bs workiog in those ideal
conditions of efficiensy which will be required to make reforms
a success so that our further styp i the same direction may
be absolutely safe and securs. I said this at a tiree when the
tatk all over ihe Presidency was, “Keep the Moderates
out altogethsr, lot none of that species enter the Comn-
cila if the voters could bhelp it™ The fact that I be
longed to the Moderate party did pot enter into my
-ealenlations then. I thought really that the Moderate
party, small as it was, did inciude & certain number of persons
whose views were entitled to representation in the Comneils
io proportion to their strength in the country. If at that
time what I said was open to the oriticizm that it was some-
what selSshly conceived, a time has now come when I may
repoat that obgervation without incarring that cbarge. I re-
peat now that, even if it were gonosivable that all the Nation-
alists stood out of the Legislative Councils and they were filled
with people belonging to my persuasion, I do not agres, how-
ever loyal I am to the Moderass school of politics, that
the ZLegislative Councils will bs ocomposed in an idesl
way., Evep if we do our best, wa ought tc be eciticisst
-and oriticised thoroughly from very different stundpolnts,
The country-—mever mind my party, never mind the
Nationalist party—stands to galn in svery way by the
mutual inter-sction of psrties inside the Councils. It
would be quite improper for you to send peopls into Counncils
if they thought really that going into them was s wrong and
was a failing away intheir ideals. I ask no Nationalist to go
iato Qouncils who thicks that the manly course, the honest
-courss as well as the rightecus course was to stay away.
I shall have nothing to say where consciesce is oon.
eerssd. But [ am spsaking, I beliava, to the balk of Natign-
alist politiclans, ard I ask them to remember that theie
-objsctions stated openly in the Oaloutta session did nos refef
'merely to small details but went deeper down. Most of them
~wers of opinion that the boycott of Counciis was a steap
dangerous and injurioua to the bost interests of the country
and was a stop which, if taken, would rasily place the scuntry
under grest disadvantages. Did they or did they not believe
what they had besn saying for months, hsfors the Special
Congress met in Caloutts ¥ Thoy had been filiing their papers
-and saying again and again from platforms that it was their
desire not merely to get ints Counvcils but when thers o to
work the reforms a9 to yield the utmost good to the country
-of whick the reforms were capable, without forgetting thas
thelr principal object was always to make reform only a
stepping stone to thsir consummstion. They hed repeated
this smphatioally in the Caloutta Sssaion of the Congress. Is
was to them a question of the good of the countty, a guestion
-of the highest patriotism, a queation, therefore, of comsciencs
-snd not merely subordinating judgment. It was o them a
-queation of conscisnoe that shey should enter these Councils
and make them the vehicle of theiz nolitical idess. If it was
intended now to abstain from competing for msats in Legis-
Iative Councils merely becauas the National Congress hag by
a majotity so ardered them to do, it seems to ma to act undar
& mistaken idea of public duty. Thers is no rals of publio
amorality that requires abstention from Legislative Councils
-.bmune the Congresa desires it. The Congress resolutions,
I maintain, have never heen of that binding character, From
;tho begianiug the exponants of the highess ideals of the Cap-
gress have only said thet it represents and sums up the
opinion of the intslligentia of the sountry from year {0 year.
It was the glory of the Congross that it was free to move
4long with the times, that is adjunted itsslf from tims to time

to the impericas call of the momeat. If its resolations arrived
ui by a mere majority are to have the charaster of the Iaws
of the Medes and ths Persians, tha Indian National Congresz
wiil be forging heavy chains for itself, and the country sannot
move 35 rapidly as it should in these fleeting times. If I fesl
bound by the mandate of the Congress and act up 0 i, how
shall it be open to me %0 sa3y when the Congresa meets as
X=agpur that it should reverse the decision made in Calouita?
A great many who now sbatain from Councils are openly
contemplating that step. [Interraptions.] If they wish te
make a demand to upset the last decision abont the boycot:
of Counctls, what I maintain is that they ought not to obey i
as a binding resolution. If they did, to that exieas, they will
be crippling themselves and would bs greatly diminishing
the chances of 8 reversal on which they seem to have ez
their hearts. In my judgment a reversal is absolutsly
pecessary. Lime after time ot only Sir Pterazeshah
Mehta, whose authority may now be gquestioned, but muny
others including Mr. Tilak hive laid it down that the Congress
is merely samming vp at the and of the year ail the opinions
that have found expression from our platforms during that
year. If it is not open to me now {c make a propagarda in the
country, bow can you say that I am free tochangs the resolu-
ticn of the Congress at Negpur? Will you teil me. “ Obey for
ths tims being bus contest the authority of this piece of resofu-
tion and call apon the peopls to upset it “? Ever if that ware
a legitimate demand to make, I want you to remsmber that in
this parsicular case it is absolureiy inadmissible. You canpes
ask people to abatain from Councils as a matter of thsoretjcal
obedierce to the Uongress resolution, and at the same tims
tell them that they may, if they wanst to, upset it as the Nagpar
Congress. If we now abstain, and the Nagpur Congress re-
verses the decision and allows peopls to stand &3 candidates,
what value hao shat reversed decision? Elections will have
been hald, men would have gons into the Councils and for ane-
ther three years you can do nothing. * It is, therefors, in my
judgment absolutely imprudent—if we only considered
this aspect of the matter—to ask people 28 & master
of theocrecical obedience t0 bend sheir necks 10 the
yoks of the Congress resolution. But some of you are of
opinion, and thet view has receatly been receiving a good
deal of supert from guarters where I mever expscisd it

that there is pothing very much %0 be gzined either by ihe
HNationalists or Moderates or by she best of those parties
going into the Counci.s, as these Councils, in the judgment ofa
fow amongst you, are a pievs of frand, If that i3 the judgmens
of a few smongst yon, Ican only say that goession
doea pot arise in this case. [ am only addressing thoss
who believe In the eificiency of these reforms, thinking that,
whether th y werte altogether satisfactory or unasatisfactory,
they nevertheless deserve our dona fide workiog ount. I am
only addressing those who, bolding that belief still, went into
the Congress and fought their view and, having Jloss, bave
come to think that they are bound by aome nnexplained law of
morality to set aside ail their own views and become the means
of doing harm to their own country. Icannot believe that
any Congress resolution oan ask the mostTloyal Congressman
to go and injure his country if he thought that a resolution he
foliowed out was calculated toinjurs the country. It is in my
judgment seiting up the Congress on a pedestal where it has
no business to remain. It is putting: the Coogress far, fer
abovs the country. It is elevasing subordinateconsiderations
abova asousoienca. I cannot bat shick that the resciution
of the Congress, of ths Demgoratic party in Bombay, of a few
individual Nationalists in Madras, of the Bengal Naticnalsts,
ofsome people in the Punjab and the United Pruvinces toabstain
marsly in cbediesce to the behests of the Congress'jie action
taken againat their bastter judgment, against their conscience,
against the best interests of the country. I have no hesitation
in saying that the decision must be upset.’ A good deal of
beneficens legislation, beneficent resolution]and’questioning
work ia possible to the country only if the best men from ail
parties wouot into the Councils. I believe that good as the
Moderate pariy i, sound aa are ita principies,~—(Laughter and
intsrruptions and & voice: “You have said nothiag in favear
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of co-operation™)—I cannot pousibly say less thap that in
regard to my party,—bsliever az I am in the principles of the
Moderate party—l am very strongly of opinion that even that
party in the epjoyment of = monapoly of poewer cannot do
full justice to themselves, to their principles or to their coun-
iry unless they were kept continually up to the mark by vigilant
and constant criticism from a1l parties in the State. Thsre is
nothing sither a5 a rule of caguistry or as a rule of ordinary
political eonduet whick could bind a person against his con-
poience and better judgment to follow the dictates of the Con-
gress. I maintain that it is perfectly cpen to those who think
as I have just now explained to go intc the coming electopral
contests and ohtain those seats which they are perfectly en-
titled to by their numbars, by their authority snd influencs and
by the weight of their politisal thinking.—New India.

AUROBINDO GHOSE,
ON UTILISATION OF PARTIAL SWARAJ.

THE following quotation from Mr. Aurobindo Ghosh's “Politi-
cal Will and Testamant " issued before he left for Pondicherry,
is used with great effect in the anti-mon-so-operation mapi-
festo published aver the names of Sir Ashutosh Chowdhry,
Mr. J. Chowdhry, &c+—

“ It is generally supposed that the Nationalist party is
ocommitted to the persistent and unncompromising refusal of
co-operation uatil they got the full concession of Swaraj.
Nationalist publicists have not cared to combat this error
explicitly because they were mors anxicus tc get their ideal
acoepted and the spirit of passive resistance and complste
self-help popularized than to discuss a guestion which was
not then a part of practionl palitics. But it is cbvious that
a party advancing such a proposhtion would be 3 party of
doctrinaires and idealists, not of practical thinkers and
workers. The Nsticnalist principle is the principls of “no
control, no co-operation.’ Since all oontrol has besn refased,
and 5o long as all contro! is refused, the Nationalist party
preaches the refusal of co-operation as complete as we csh
make i&. Bus it ia evident that if, for instance, the powsr of
imposing protective duties were given to a popular and
elective body, no serious political party would prefer per-
sistenca in commercial boycott to the use of the powers
coevceded. Or if education were similarly made fres of offisial
control and entrusted to o popular body, as Lord Reay once
thought of entrusting it, no sensible politician would ask the
nation to boyeott that edncation. Or if the courts were
manned by Indisn judges and made responsible not to the
Executiva but to 8 Minister representing the psople, arbitra-
tion wounld immediately take its place as a supplementary aid
to the regular courts. So also the refusal to co-operate in an
adminigtration which excludes the psople from an effective
voice doss not involves a refusal to co-cpsrate in an admini-
stration of which the people are an effective part. The refusal
of autosratic gifts does mot iovolve s refusal to take up
pepualar rights inalienably sscured to the people. It ia om the
contrary with the object of sompelling the concession of the
various elements to Swaraj by psaceful moral pressure and
in the absence of such concessions dsveloping our own institu-
tions to the gradaal extrusion and final supplanting of bureau-
cradic institutions, that the policy of self-help and passive
resistance wag atarted. The acoceptance of popular righis
doss mot imply the sbandonmens of the ideal of complete
autonomy or of the nse of passive resistance in case of any
future arbitrary Interference with the rights of the people.
It implies only the use of partial Swaraj aa a step and means
towards complete Swaraj.”

TO INTENDING CANDIDATES.

IRTENDING candidates for the reformed Council and Legislative
Asgsembly shouid be sareful not to miss the time and date for
the pubmissior: of their nomination papers, These must reach
the Returaing Officers on or befors noocn on 12th Cotober. It
is betier to ba $00 early thaz too late, for latensss will entail
rejsction, &nd the nomination forms must be properly filled up,

¥ . . o
and subscribed by tw. slestors of the constituency., Nomina.

tion forms o3an be obtained from the Collactor. Ag candidates
will object if possible to the nomination papers of their rivalx.
it is necessary to bo careful. Another which should not be
forgotten is that every candidate must make in writing and
sign a declaration appointing either himself or some other
person to be his eleotion agent. This, too, must be done on of
befors the date on which the candidate is nominated; in fact
this declaration and the nomination paper should be submitted
together on or before noon on 12th October. Oandidates
should of course have copies of the Bombay Electoral Rul s
and Rsgulations and should study them. They ean be obtains
ed from the Government Central Press. All these warnings
might be thought superfiucus., But persons who intended te
enter the Councils have sotually failed to ascertain whethss
their names are on the Eleotoral Roll or not, and this extra=-
ordisery omission has resulted in their disgualification. This
is why it has been thought desirable to issue the present
warning. : ¥
W. F. Hupsoxw, ¢

Collector, Poona.

PQOONA, 1st Qotober, 1920,

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

IT is not unnatural that the public utterances
of H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner who exhibited:
himself in England in the role of & great champion?
of self-government should be scanned by the publie:
for any indication they may contain of his desire
to concede some little measure of seif-government;
to his own subjects. It is a pity that those who
do so sustain disappointment every time., The
portentous advice which the Maharaja addressed
to his eldest son in the public omits the only thing’
which should have been prominently stated—that:
the State is a public trust and thai when it comes-
in his charge he must make over the Government
to the trusted representatives of the people. The
advice which he gave is rather of a platitudinous
charscter and has reference to good government
instead of to self-government. The Maharaja also-
lavished compliments upon the young prince-
about which one can only hope that they will be
somewhere near the verdict which his subjects:
will form of his administratioh when he comes
to rule over them:; for the present ome can only
attribute them to paternal partiality.

+* % »

WHOLESALE arrests and deportations, without
any kind of triale and even without warrants in
some cases, seem to be matters of common occcur-
rence in America. ' At Bridgepori, Conn., 97 per
sone were taken in November. They were beaten,
chained, starved and otherwise fortured. Most of
them were kept in jail, generally in sclitary con-
finement—that is, they were buried alive for five
months in torment.” This extraordinary proceed--
ing is sought to be justified on the ground of get~
ting the country rid of suspecied or real Russian
Reds and Communists. Meetings of the Commu-

_nist party and the Communist Labour Party are:

got up, under instructions from higher authorities,
by subordinate officials in the Secret Service, so-
that it “wonld facilitate the making of arrests.”
At least one case is on record in which a young
Russian girl was “condemned to fifteen years for
distributing a leaflet, which, acoording to the two
most eminent judges of the Supreme Court, she
had as much right as anyone has to circulate the
Constitution.” -Be 1t noted that all this is happen-
ing in broad daylight in a country -which has the

most perfect constitution in the world.
- &® *
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INCREASE YOUR CROPS
By Manuring With

FISH MANURE AND FISH GUANO

! the cheapest and best forms of organic manures.
4
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Fuller particulars and quotations can be obtained

j
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From—

INDIAN FERTILISERS Ltd,,

TRICHUR
( Malbar @oast.)

)
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«SWARNA RATHNAKARAM”

A Speciflic Consumption.

Asthma, Diabetes, Leprosy, Chronic Skin diseases, Nervous diseases, and diseases
-of the Liver, Lungs, Kidneys, and Generative Organs. The price is Rs, 10-8-0 per
bottle. Numerous Testimonials to prove the efficacy. '

Manufactured by Pandit C. T. Arumugam Pillai who also undertakes to treat all
-diseases of the Eye, left as hopeless by the Hospitals.

Apply to:— Shaskar & Sons. Jeevarakshamirtha Pharmacy,

195, Mint St., Post Box 131, MADRAS.
Tels. Address—" BHASKARAR, " MADRAS.
AWARDED A FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE BY THE SOUTH INDIA AYURVEDIC CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION,

SIDDHA KALPA MAKARADHWAJA

THE WONDERYUL DISCOVERY IN THE MEDICAL WORLD,

FORALL “ACUTE"™ AND “ CHRONIC " DISEASE.

Proparsd Sclentifically by Ayurveda Ratna Pandit N. Y. Srivamn Charla, Ph. D.;Sc. and Ayurveds
¥aidya N. Narasimhbacharia, Retired Sub-Registrar.

This unparaileled and Ancient medicias is prepared in exact accordancs with Aurvedic and Western Modern Principles
carefully_ tested and Standardised by expert anslysis and found to be an unrivalled Elizir for the general prolongation of life,
end partiouiarly a guaranteed remedy for Nervous Debility, Skin Eruptions, Eczems, Vertigo, Loss of Nervs Power, Vigour,
Memory and Appetits, Dopr_uaion of Spirits, constant Mental Misgivings, want of apirit and energy. Moelancholia; Rhouma-
tism, Gout, Paralysis, Insanity, Hysteria, Dropsy, Diabetes, Piles, Asthma, Consumption, Dyspepsial all Uterine complaints, and

all sorts of Ursthral Discharges, Aocute or Chronio, of all kinds and all men and women'sailments, sto. This ia the only safe and
reliable remedy for sl diseases resulting from youthful indisoretions and loss of Vitality. It imparts New life and Energy, b7
increasing and purifying the blood. It contains such valusbie ingredients as Siddha, Makradbwaja, Mukta Suvarna, Loha and
vegetable drugs. Thiscan be taken alsc a3 & tonic by every one of sither sex, withous any rastriction of Diet Ssason or Climate
Complete Directiions ars sant with the Phial one Phial of §0 pills { for a complete gurs ) Price Rs, 10 {Ten}) only. V.P. Exira.

Apply to —THE MADRAS AYURVEDIC PHARMAQCY,
“Telelegraphic Address"—“KALPAM,” MADRAS, POST BOX No. 151 MADRAS,
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GOOD SEEDS.
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seeds for
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CTlimate.

Mention thix paper when writing.

Larga desoriptive catalugue with numerous illnstrations free op
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Pestonjee P. Pocha and Sons,
Seed Merchant Poona,
: Bombay Presidency,

INDIA.

THE BUSINESS REVIEW.

A high class monthly magazine devoted to the discussion
of all topios of practical -interests It is invaluable to all
basicessmen,.publicists, siudents of Econcmics and all others
interested in the msaterial progress of Indias.

Annual Sabaceliption Bs 3.

Sample eopy free on application.
"Best medium for edvertisement.

For rates apply :
Chari & Co. Post Box 281, MADRAS,

PeatrpP=trsb—trti—tegbtosl=t: o . ra-catftetiPtogacrsfs ¥

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Have you ever heard of the world-renowned “dcting™
instrument ; the restorer of loat vision, the desf man’s

* best friend, the sradicator of Catarrh, and the avowed
enemy of doctoriag, druggiog sad probing ? If not, just
drop a post card o us-,and obtsin, free and for nothing
our 100 page illustrated Booklet called Prof. Wilson’s
Teatiss on **Dieense™. If will tell you all about thix
wonderful Messiabs of the age.

Thoueands have been sold in Indis, and people
universally acknowledge it to be s marvellous God-send
boon for ell dieesses of the Eye, Ear, Bead and Throat.
It is priced ax Rs. 25-8 only, packing snd postage
charges extrs, but is worth its weightin diomonds.

Write to:—Ral B. S, BHANDARI, M. A.
Batalas { N. W.R., A. P.Ry.)
. . e T SIPELONE SRS S

TO ADVERTISERS.

If you want to advertise your business to the
best Advantage please consuilt first with the India
Advertising Agenoy.

For further Particulars apply to:—

The India Advertising Agenoy, Poona city.
Telegraphio Address: “Agency, Poona.”
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THEWALKER PRESMAIPURI N

- The followirg two_books on trade and industries, by J. L.
Duveji, M. &, V. P., ars indispensible t6 every English-knawing
Indian gentleman:—

) Yyapar Mitra.—It consists of 4 parts contsining mors
than 325 origlinal recipes for msaking marketable articles for
trade, such as Soap, Varnish, Polish Ink, Sealing Wax, Rubbor
Toys, Imitation Gold, Siiver, Pearl, Ruby, Coral eto., Cigaret-
tes, Matohes, Carbon Peper, Focket Preass, Butions, Gilding
Powder, Hair Killer, Hair Oils, Scent, Syrups, Essences, Medi<
cinas, etc., etc, Price Re. 1, V. P, As. 4.

The book ** First Lessons in Photegraphy ™ will be given
free to every purchaser of Vyapar Mitra. )
(2} Trade Secrets or How to become heslthy and weall

| thy.—This book consists of 10 parté of chapters, sach deal-

ing with a series of articles on trade and industries, sac
as perfumery, dairy farming, agricuiture, manures, ste. [
also deals with cattle and buman diseases with sultable pre-
scriptions for all of them. Besides, a oollection of several
bundreds of other useful informations and money-making
secret formulas and processes have greatly incressed the use;
fulness of the book. Reduced prices Re.1, V. P, As, 4,

N. B—On account of the scarcity of parer, the nexss edii
tion of these books is not expected scon. Hence o aveid dis:
appointment sand for them to-day, .

’ Address:—MANAGER,
THE WALKER PRESS,
MANIPERI, U. P.

Dr. BAILUR’S MEDICINES.

HIVA-JWAR, BALAGRAHA )
Price Aa, 8, Epileptic powder, *
Por bottle, Price Re. 1.
Par bottla,

Ask for our catalogue fur other wmedicines &
Particulars.
Libaral commission for Merchants,
Dr. H. M. BAILUR,

Dispensary, BELGAUM,

CUT ME OUT

snd mail me, with your name and address, to
Good Luck Co., Benares City.

I will bring you, per V. P. P, one COSSI SILK SUIT length
for Bs. 12 only. These pieces are economioal, hard wear:
and handsome sver made. - L. .

Test them any way you please—Why not give it & trial ?

NamO.. e cvancrrcisnnmscomontassone nusans

Addrens.........cucmmeinmentins imenres

THE “CITIZEN”
A New Liberal Weekly.

ANNUAL SUBSGCRIPTION : RS, 5.
) - ©ftice: 14 A, Westcott Road,
 ROYAPETTAH, MADRAS.

et @ gug PEE PAIASSEyaa AR aun FAR

DT T Y T PR L L PRSP PETTY Ty 19

Prioted st the Arya-Bhushan Press and published at ' The Bervant of India * Office.
54k, Budhwar Peth, Poonas City, by Anant Visayak Patvardhan.



