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THE President of the Deccan Sabha, Sir

Hormasji A. Wadya, has sent the following cable
to the right hon. the Speaker of the House of
Commons in view of the debats on the Hunter
Report on the 10th instani: “Council, Deccan
Sabha, Poona, beseech Parlisment when consider-
ing Hunter Committes’s Report Punpjab Disturb-
ances to determine momentous issues therein rais.
ed in striotest conformity with British traditions
for fair dealing and impartial justice, Indian
public has submitted its case and locks to Parlia-
ment to discharge saored dufy as Indian’s trustes
Empire’s highest tribunal. As ftrue friends of
British Ruls, Council earnestly submit that, while
other gravest questions agitate publie mind, pru-
dence and justice alike demand that iniquities
and indignities inquestionably inflicted on pretext
‘of rebsllon should noé ounly bo censured and ocon-
demned, but should receive thefullest punishment
they merit. No regard for persons, howeverhighly
‘placed, can justify weak snd unwise resolve or
should pravent striotest and sternast justios to all
conocerned from highest to lowest.” Copies of tha
oablegram have also been sent to the editor of the
Westminster Gazeff;z and t.o Mr, .}?olak.

The reversion of Mr, Thompson to the Chief
Seoretaryship cannct help the work of con-
eiliation inte which Bir Edward and Lady Mao.
lagan have thrown themselves and which has, by
general testimony, been attended with much suoc-
cess. Mr. Thompson was not ths unwilling fool
of the policy which he did mot approve. In his
official capacity he was the main participant with
the ruler of avil name in an administration which
inflicted untold indignities and sufferings on the
:people and snded in bloodshed of a kind whioh has
shooked the moral sense of the better part of the

English pedble. Ho started eriminal proceedings
against the principal leaders of the Indian com-
munity and from his place in the Imperial Legis-
lative Council defended the actions of his Govern-
ment with such oallousness and even virulenoce
that it is impossible for him to regain, if ever he
possessed it, the respect or confidence of the pecpls,
The least that & Government which means to cpen
a new page should do is to transfer from the
garvioe of the Punjab an official who, next only to
Sir Michae! O'Dwyer on the civil side, sums upi n
his person a whole history of wrongs and mis-
deeds.
» . »

THE English Indemnity Bill, to0 which a second
reading was given by the Houss of Commons on
May 3, has an application to India. . Clauss 7
gives power, by Order-in-Couneil, to extend the
Act to this country. The main object of this pro-
posed extension is to prevent any possible aeficn
being brought againgt t_he'Sacre%ary of Btate for
India in respoot of the action taken by Govern-
ment under the Defence of India Act, viz. the tak-
ing over of the output of factories, the restriotion
of imports and the making of regulations for pub-
lic safety. Seotion 32 of the Government of India
Aot, 1915, preserves to the individuals the power
of suing the Seoretary of State, and although all
these matters are provided for by legislation, the
Indemnity Bill is made applicable to India with a
view $o filling up any possible lacuna. The Gove
ernment have alse ancther objeet in bringing India
within the ambit of ihe provisions of this Bill
The necessary indemnification in regard to the
measures taken for the purposs of quelling the
disturbances of April of last year is already afford-
ed by the Indian Indemnity Act. Still the powers
taken under this Bill are made applicable {o India,
as the Solicitor-General explained, " in order that
the same defence may be open to persons who
gcould be sued over here in respeet of actions for
which there would be an indemnity under the

legislation of India.”
- . -

THE Bill was opposed from all parts of the
House, and in fact only one private member sup-
ported it by speech, while several steady support-
ers of Government denounced the measure in vehe-
ment language. The opposition, however, was
largely directed to the provisions relating to claims
in regard o property ; the larger question of in-
dividual freedom did not sattract much sitention.
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Still the latter found strong champions in some
members. Major Barnes, in a clossly-reason-
ed speech, showed how the measure would very
largely abrogate the rights and liberties secured
for the people of England by the Petition of Rights,
The criticism in respeet of this matter mainly
turned upon the question of the burden of proof,
which also loomed so large in the discussions on
the Indemnity Bill in this counfry. The English
Bill algo throws the burden upon the person mak-
ing the application of proving the mala fides of the
officer against whom a proceeding is instituted.
Mr. Maddocks observed in this connection: * You
seo the dilemma in which a person is placed who
has a cause of complaint of & Government Depart-
ment, He has to prove that the act of which he
complained was not done in good faith, a thing that
is almost impossible to do in law. The burden
of proof, if it woere shifted and put in this way,
that a person should be excused far doing an
illegal set against another if he proved that he
did it in good faith, is gquite another matter,
but the Bill, as drawn, puts the onus of proof upon
the person bringing the complaint.”
»* * =

THE srgument was well put by Sir Rgland
Adkins. “The whole point is,” he said, “on whom
the burden of proof is to lie of proving that wrong-
ful acts wore done in good faith. If you put that
burden upon the person who has done wrongful
acts the courts of our country san be trusted to see
that when any individual in a moment of erisis is
proved tc have acted honestly, he shall not be
punished as if he had been guilty of a wilful and
wrongful act. As put forward in this Bill, that is
entirely impossible of defence, and I ask the Gov.
ernment o see whether this necessary part of an
Indemnity Bill could not be drafted, consiructed
and framed sc as to avoid that to which I have rg-
forred.” From the way in which the Governmen
members defended a similar provision of the Indian
Act as being at the very basis of the criminal law
of the country, one would imagine that a request
for amendipng the Imperial Eill so as to throw the
burden of proof on the officer charged with doing
a wrongful aet would be summarily diemissed in
England. It was not so dismissed, however. Ths
Attorney-General, on the contrary, promised to
coonsider the point carefully in Committee. The
final decision will be awaited with keen interest

in this country.
* * &

THER tnferim report issued by the South Afri-

oan Asiatic Commission recommenda that with a
view to encourage the return to India of those In-
dians who are desiroua of doingso, the Union Gov-
ernment should afford all facilities, such.as ship-
ping and the suspension of restrotions on the export
of gold in the form of savings and jewellery. Itis

- gonjeotured that this recommendation has been
made to allay the racial feeling which is now find-

ing expression in very undesirable directions,

Whatever may be the reasons that prompted the

Commission to take this step, there is no deny=
ing the fact that there is much from our view-poins
to ba said in favour of this course. Mr C. F.
Andrews has favoured this step in his evidence
tendered before the Commission and has =also
written time and again in the press in its sup-
port. Mr. West suggests that further in-
ducements should be offered to indigent Indians
to return voluntarily to India by giving a grant of
£10 per head, free of exchange charges, payable
through the Disirict Magistrate in India. Except-
ing the European farmers, there appears to be littls
orno opposition to this proposale ither from the Euro-
pean or Indian side, There is & considerable body
of opinion that favours voluntary repatriation as
providing a happy and peaceful solution of the
highly complicated problem.
- - L 2

ACCEPTANCE of this recommendation by the
Union Government does not in any way wesaken
India’s demand for the justsolution of the problems.
roforred to the Commission. Afier all the classof:
South African Indians whe will avail themselves
of the facilities to be offered by the Government is
not the class which, from the view-point of ths.
European settler,constitutesthe'economiemensace.®
The white seftler is afraid of the shrewd and
enterprising Indian trader with whom he is not
able to compefe, and he will not seek voluntary:
repatriation. He and the South African born,
Indian demand their natural rights. Any attempt
to interfere with those rights will be deeply rosent~
ed. Itis not toco much fo-hepe that the Asistia
Commission and the Colonial Office will not barser:
away the rights of Indians for placating the Euro
pean settiers. If India’s position as an original’
member of the Leagus of Nations and her admis-
sion into the partnership of the Empire are to be
real, her children should receive proper treatment
averywhere in the Empire. Fulfilment of these
righteous demands will be the test of the pro-
fessions made in high quarters times .without

number.

* » *
= N - 'i
WE were in error in regard Jto our oom-.

ment on the Bombay Couneil rules governing the
disallowanee of guestions and resolutions. The
draft rules for Bombay are identical with those
for other provinces, and hence the power of dis-
allowanpee in respect of questions and resslutions
is vested, in Bombay as slsewhers,in the¥Governor
and not in the President. We were; misled into

making the comment we made by the factjthat we

mistook standing orders for rules. Standing
orders have an inferior authority to the rules and
meyely detail the procedure governing the Council
business subject o the operation of the'rules, We
have, therefore noreason tojexceptthe]Bombay rule
from the geneoral criticism-we have made, viz. that
the power of dis ailowance should be subject to
definite rules and that it should be vested in the

President and not in the Governor.
» * %
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THE HUNTER COMMITTEE REPORTS.—IL

" BY V. 8. SRINIVASA BASTRL

A8 I was entering the Couneil Hall irn Dslhi
this February, a Europesn oolleague grested me
and cbserved that my awful prognostication at the
enactment of the Rowlatt Act had come true. I
still wonder whether the Government in India and
in England realise how much that odious and an-
necessary measure lay at the bottom of the Punjab
tragedy. Here is my prognosticaficn on the 18th

Marek laat year:

In a few moments more this Bill wiil be law. When the
Bill is law, it doed not remain there. We have siill the
aftermath, the oonssguences of]the law to the Govern-
ment of Indis no less than to wus. For aza poet
has ssid in a tragic oonnection: *If itwere done
when it i done, then it wera well it weras done
quickly.” I will not go further with this awesomse passage,
but the darkened page ia therse, and unfortunately, although
somse of us have tried to dissuade bim from the comrse,
Mr. Gandhi has taken it up. Well, I know how he will play
his part; his charactery will be bold, blameless, perfoctly
whits, I oonld only wish, Your Exesllency, although
I trast but faintly, that those of us who slso have
to write on this darkensd psge, his followers, the Govern
ment and Qovernment omployés, we political agitators
and detenus, that we could all say at the end of the
business that we also wrote porfectly white,

v After a perusal of the Reports I am unable to
say that Government, not to speak of their emplo-
¥és, have come well out of the affair. They began
with bad statesmanship, then they showed lack of
presolence, ovanght the panic of the European
community and dropped the reins altogether. Now
the whole fale of suffering is unfolded, they do
not perform the only reparation they ocan. They
do not own up., They will not punish their guiliy
servanis, They leave m sonse of deep wrong, deepen-
ad further by a sense of humiliation and helplesa-
ness,

Isummon all my philosophy tomy aidand jusg
save mysealf from being upsst. I remember that of
the great imperial nations of the world the British
are the least oppressive and oruel by nature. I be-
ligve that Mr. Har Dayal'stestimony o their super-
ior virtues is both genuine and correct. If even
they fail in justice and humanity, it is a sad re-
minder how far mankind ie from oonguest of
primitive passion or realisation of moral purity
Till angels come down to rule over us, it is folly
to let our hearts be turned from loyalty. As to the
alternative of self-rule, I am oconvinced that the
quickest way to it lies through the British Empire,

How much alike men are at bottom | The Reports
allude to the wild stories about the Rowlatt Aot
that gained currency among the ignorant people.
But one feels in reading them & deop undercurrent
of unfounded fears prevalent among Europsan
men and women of all Indian leaders and our po-
pular movements. It would make strange reading
if one wore to oollect all the staries ourrent in cer-
tain sections of the Kuropean and Eurasian com-
munities about Gandhi, Malaviyas and Banerjea.
It is certainly not oraditable to a race who lay
olaim to coursges and commonsense to have ba.

them.

lieved in aceounts of widespread rebellion in the
Puanjab. I have no patience with the seriousness
with which Government ret down General Dyer's
exploits snd the movements of aseroplanes and
appraise their military value as in & campaign of
warfare. In the ancisat chivalry of this couniry
there was & ocertain weapon of invincible power
{the astra of Brahma) which the warrior was not
in honour to use £ill the last extremity. Is there
no cole to restrain the use of deadly weapons
of modern make against unarmed mobs which
include boys and even children? One - does not
know whether to laugh or weep as one reads of re-
gulations and instructions to be issued in future
for this purpose after all these years of Hague Con-
vention, Red Cross, amenities of eivilised warfare,
and so on. Are we asked to believe that monsters
of racial pride and racial bate can be resirained
by any regulations and instructions, however
minute and stringent? The only thing that can do
80 is the certainty that public opinion will exe-
erate and Governmentsternly punish. Unfortunate-
Iy Government has proved impotent to do right, and
the public opinion which the monsters care for is
that of the unmentionable farewsll address at
Jullunder station or the unabashed sentiments of
the Bihar Europsan plantsrs,

The chapters of the Minority Report proving
that there was no need either for the proclamation
or for the continuance of martial law, because
there was nothinglike rebsilion, are unanswerable.
The Government of Indis had some qualms of econ-
soience, but the strong man of the Punjab silenced
It is a revelation in the art of how not to
wield authorzity in acrisis to sesthe Viceroy and
his colleagues earnestly and respectfully pleading
with Sir Michael O’Dwyer {0 ¢close the régime of
martial law. I eannot but feel that the Indian
Commissioners, in judging with extraordinsry
leniency of the action of the Government of India,
were swayed by the thought that it was to them
thoy wore reporting and from them they expected
appropriate acotion.

Indian opinion hasbeen hard on Mr. Montagu.
It is quite natural, considering that the Seorefary
of Stake cannot be dissociated from the decision of
of Hiz Majesty's Government. Nor is it my desire
o shisld him from responsibility for the despatch,
* full of sound and fury, but pignifying nothing.™
I know, however, how unhappy he was over the
happeningsinthe Punjab. He hadgreat difficulty in
finding an Englishman of any reputation to ocome
out to India for the tough job of this Commission.
I know the anxiety he felt in fixing on its person-
nel, how he tried, above all things, to avoid a
racial split and took oare to select men on the
European and Indian side who might be trusted
by their antecedent reputation to reconcile the
differing interests of Government and the people
and produce a report which, if not unanimous
would be at least non-racial and non-political.
I fancy he has now learnt how impossible it is to
get a body of Englishmen to condemn a brother
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Englishman for admitted crimes commitied in the
interests of their countiry, and I like to believe that
his despatch to the Government of India does not
vonvey his personal judgment. It may be my
ingenuity which suggests if, but I read such a
mesning into this passage in the opening paragraph:
“ They ( Hia Majesty’s Government )} have desired
me o communicate to you in my reply to your
letier their considered statement of these decisions,
Paragraphs numbered 2 to 8 of this despatch con-
tain accordingly this statement.”” The eulogy
pronounced on Sir Michael O’Dwyer is contained
in the eighth paragraph and, on my interpretation,
would not be his. It is not improbable that the
delay in publishing the Report which caused much
surprise in India was due to the protracted strug-
gle that he had in the Cabinet as to the rights
and wrongs of the grave issues involved. His
iiberalism has the qualities of wide range and
high courage. His sense of wrong is keen, and his
love of India and Indians amounis to a passion,
T cannot conceive of his letting off General Dyer
lightly, or praising a man who misgoverned the
Punjab, persecuted its leaders, and Ist slip the
dogs of mariial law on its people.

Lord Chelmsford, Imakeno doubt, is suffieient-
1y punished by his own thoughts. It is a matter for
speoulation how far the action of the Government
of India was influenced by the exercise of his
individual judgment, and how far he allowed him-
self to be overborne by the judgment of: his
official advisers. Unlike some other Viceroys,
he is reputed to be constitulional in practice.
Considering on the whole the sort of col-
leagues he has had, this could not redound
to the happiness of the people. In a grave
orisissuch as that of the Punjab, the chivalry
of his nature ought to have been brought into play
not for the support of a local tyrant through thick
and thin, but for the protection of the honour, lives
and property of the miilions entrusted to his care;
and his loyalty would have been better manifested

towards the fairness of the British name than to-

warlds his councillors whose narrow offeial obses-
sionunfitted them tobe its custodians, His Lordship
seems to have been overwhelmed by the magnitude
and suddenness of the events and sought the
martyrdom of official responsibility for the actions
of hias Government from which his private judg-
ment, if it had been brought into exercise, might
have dissented. A sense of official propriety carried
to a faulty length prevented prompt expression of
sympethy for the suffersrs whioch one would
have expected from sc fine a gentleman and
Christian. That he felt acutely for them is oclear
from the faot which I had from a trustworthy
source that he remitted a considerable sum for
their relief to the Punjab authorities. Some hasty
oritics have blamed him for not coming down
from the cool heights of Simla to see things for
himself on the spot. If he had done so, my fear is
he would have afforded Sir Michael O'Dwyer, head-
strong and foolhardy as he was, a pretext to throw

down the reins and ask the Viceroy who had in.
effect superseded him to pick them up, and'in this
course he would have besn upheld by the almost
unanimous judgment of the Indian Civil Service,
and the forees of disorder might have received en-
couragement which in its turn would have led to
grave consequences. The Seoretary of State has
justly said tohim. “World-wide circumstances have
combined to lay upon you a degree of anxiety
such as has only at long intervals fallen spon zny
of your illustrious predecessors. ” Intense political.
agitation, an unparalleled war, severe pestilencs,
economic and financial troubles, and grave inter-
nal disorder have come in guick sucosssion one
upon ancther, and given no opportunity for the
gualities of candour, chivalry, hospitality, cour-
tesy and unwearied industry which are caloulated
to shine toadvantage ina time of comparative quiet.

To Mr. Bhafi I am glad to pay my tribute of
praise for the trenchant manner in which he has
given expression to his dissent in the two most
vital issues from his eolleagues in the Government : F
I expeoted nothing less, having known the way in j
which he acted with us throughout the discussion’
of the Rowlatt Bill. Unfriendly oritics must take
a losson from the instance of Mr. Shafi and be ;
cheered by the reflection that when the suprems
test comes our men, clothed with responsibility, :
from whatever ranks drawn, will be found fully,
alive to the eall of duty. Sufficient notice has not
been tsken by the public of & somewhat fresh
point that Mr. Shafi makes in his note. As it is;
most important, I will transcribe the senlence:
ocontaining the point: * In his opinion, the die-
turbances on and after the 14th of April in the
distriots of Gujranwala, Gujrat and Lyallpur
were the results of the commotion caused by the
Jallianwala Bagh affair.” If this waa the case,sofar
from orushing a rebellion, General Dyer very.
nearly provoked one, and his punishment sheuld
be proportionate.

Of the Indian Commissioners who havs slgnad
the Minority Report, it is difficult fo speak too
highly. Sofar as one can remember, the Hon, Pandit

Jagat Narain was the only one of the thres whose,

appointment received tho general approbation of the .
public. Sir Chimanlal Setalvad was no favourite

amongst the Nationalists, while Sardar Sahibzada

Sultan Ahmed Khan was oomparatively unknown,
and his nomination evoked general disapproval.
Asg in the case of Mr. Shafi, so in those two oases
the event has shown how wide of the mark the.
public estimation of individuals can be. That four.
persons enjoying the full measure of oconfidence:
from Government agree in momentous findings,
gives the utmost moral authority to the views em-,
bodied in the Minority Report Although the
Government may uphold the Majority Report, theé
publie of India of all shades of opinion wili baig
guided in its judgment without the slightest hesi-{
tationby the judgment of the Indians whom Govern-§
ment have themselves chosen and whom nothing,

‘but a striot regard for truth and a stern sense of:é

|
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duty wouid have compelled to zecord oonclusions
so damaging to Government and its setvants.

THE MADRAS PROTEST.

‘THE recommendations of the Meston Committes
regarding Provinoial contributiona to the Imperial
exchaquer have svoked an angry ohorus of dis-
approbation in the Southern Presidénoy. It is
very rarely that all shades of opinion in the com-
munity agres on a question of publie interest and
can be expressed on a common platform. But in
the present case, Government and people, Indians
and Europeans, Brahmans and non-Brahmans,
Liberals and Extremists, have all joined in indig-
nant protest against what they believe to be an
act of sheer injustice fraught with the gravest
consegquences to the progress of the Madras Presi-
dency. The Government of Madras has made a
strong represenfafion to the Government of India
against the large contribution proposed by the
Meston Committes as the Madras share of the Im-
perial deficit, and at the suggestion of a number of
‘members of the Legislative Couneil, a special ses-
-gion of that body was recently held to consider
the question and to pass resalutions expressing
disapproval and to ask for justice. The unanimity
and strength of feeling thus exhibited by responsi-
bla opinion in Medras, is by itself prima facie proof
of the unreasonable and unjust nature of the pro-
posals made by the Msston Committes. We must
frankiy avow that Madras had a right to expeot a
more liberal treatment in the distribution of ze-
venues under the Reforms Act, huving suffered from
financial stringency for years together. The re-
sources of the Madras (Qovernment have been too
restrioted for the urgent needs of the Province and
for the revenuss contributed to the common purse
of the couniry by the people of that Presideney.
Madras has always complained against the finan-
oial arrangements under which the Province hag
bsen prevented from reocsiving its due share of re-
venue, and the Meston Cominittee's report coming
on the eve of the inauguration of Provineial aufo-
nomy and of & new era in constitutional develop-
ment, hes caused a natural fealing of resentment
among all olasses.

A complete separation between Imperial and
Provincial heads of revenue, a sine qua non of Pro-
vincial autonomy, left the Imperial exchequer with
g defioit, originally caloulated at over 13 crores of
rupees. An improvement in the financial position
of the Government of India, the result of s high
rate of exohange, reduced this deficit to 6 crores.
But the Meston Committee thought it nacessary to
provincialize revenue from general stamps to eass
the position of somse of the financially weaker Pro-
vinces and the Imperial shortge of revenue was in-
orsased to about 10 crores. This amount of deficit
had to be distributed over the Provinces in certain
proportions, and the basis of the Provincial gontri-
butions adopted by the Committes was the addi-
tional spending power obtained by each Provinge
as a result of ;the new distribution of revenues, J

Out of a total increase of 1816 arores in the Pro-
vincial revenues, the share of Madras is about
534 orores, and its proposed contribution is 3ig
crores or 3514 per cent. of the total deficit. It is
proposed that this contribution should go on
steadily diminishing till it declines to 17 per cent.
inseven years. Now tha grievance of Madras is that

‘while Bombay starts with 53¢ per oent. and Bengal

with 61¢ per cent., she is made to begin with 3514
per cent. and is robbed of a large portion of her
revenuss abt the very start. It is felt that the
Madras confribution has been put at a high level
because the contributions of the other Provinces
are taken at small percentages. And the sharp
contrast betwean the restricted rescurces of the
Madras Government and the liberal seale on which
Bombay, for instance, spends with & smaller popu-
lation, is cited to point a moral. The explanation
of the anomalous position iz, however, simple. In
any scheme of fnancial redistribution, youn wilil
not be writing upon a olean siate; but the pra-

‘posed arrangements will be coloured by past his-

tory. The Provinces have developed their Tesour-
ces in a particular manner and their expenditure
has grown in proportion to the growth of revenue.
It is impossible to ask the Provinges f¢ cut down
their expenditure or impose additional taxation on
the insuguration of the reforms. Tc ask them to
do so will be perpetuating a more sericus injustice
than what Madras is protesting against. With
+aif the population of Madras, Bombay spends as
much as the Southern Presidency. But Bombay's
contribution to the Imperial revenues in an in-
direct way, through the Income tax, railway re-
venue and so forth, is much larger than what ap-
pears on the surface. And Bombsy cannot be
expected to pay more for making up the Imperial
defieit, by additional fsxation if necessary, for
sasing the financial position of Madras. The in.
crease in the spending power of Madras due to the
redistribution of revenues is 5 crores 76 lakhs
sgainst only 93 lakhs .in the case of Bombay,
and it is forgotten that the balancs of spending
power left with Madras even after making a
contribution of the Imperial sxchequer to the
extent of 3514 per cent. of its total defieit, is 2
crores 28 lakhs, while Bombay ocontributes 38
lakhs and retains only 37 lakhs, If, therefore, the
Madras contribution is large, its gain from the new

arrangements is also large.
The mover of the resolutions in the Madras

Counecil proposed that 17 per cent. of the Imperial
deficit only should be taken from Madras and cor.
responding standard contributions from the Punjah
and the U. P., and that the balance of the deficit
should be taken from the Provincial balances with
the Government of India. He here proved ihs
fact that in seeking justice for Madras he wae
doing serious injustice to the Provinces congerned,
The latter will be perfectly justified in resenting
and resisting the proposed raid upon their balances
which have been built cut of their hard-esrned
revenuss which they were prevented by the. Gov
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.ernment of India from spending owing to the exi-'

.gencies of the war. The resolution passed by the
.Madras Council that ' in any case if any amount

is levied in excess of the due proportion from the

Provinece of Madras, it should be recoversd from
the Provinces ocontributing less than their due
proportion in such instalments and at such Aimes
as the Government of India may determine ™ is
bound $o provoke sirong opposition from the Pro-
vinces which it is proposed to victimise.

The only satisfactory solution of the problem

would lie in the Government of India putting an

end to its deficit or at least reducing it fo sueh an
extent that the strain of contributions upon the
Provinces would be small. The Meston Committee
based its recommendations upon the -prospeect of
an Imperial deficit which it increased by fhe pro-
vinecialization of general stamps. It was not its
duty to suggest means {o improve the finances of
ithe Central Government, and additional taxation
it has deprecated on the ground that it would be
indefensible in view of the increased spending
powers seoured by the Provinees. Butf if injustice
to the Provinces is fo be avoided, the Imperial
deficit must be done away with or be substantially
reduced. Madras protestants have fonght shy of
additional Imperial taxation as & remedy o0 wipe

off the deficit of the Government of India and have |

discovered an easy solution in the transference - of

the burden of Provinoes like Bombay and Bengal. |

But it is to be presumed that they wiil face addi-
tionsl Imperial taxation which will fall with equal
incidence upon all Provinces if the heavy eontri-
bution which is sought to be imposed upon Madras
is abolished or reduced. In fact, it was suggesied
in the Madras Legislative Council that it was not
impraocticable to wipe out the deficit in the Impe-
rial exchequer, and inoreased customs duties,
growing railway receipts and improvement in . the
inecome tax proceeds were pointed out as sources
of additional revenue required for the purpose.
‘We foel that it ia necessary to meet the situation
in some such way if the Provinces are expected to
promote their material and moral devslopment in
the near future. There are s0 many schemes of
developmen! awaiting adequate funds to finance,
and the work of the reformed Counecils ought not
to be made difficult by withhelding from them the
resources to which they are entitled. The Madras
protest has our strong support. It has thrown a
powerful searchlight upon some of the weakest
points in the financial position of the country and
has raised important issues regarding the financial
relations between the Government of India and
the Provineial Governments,
K

RETIRING THE CURRENCY.

IT is superfluous to discuss the serious situation,
from the puint of view of social well-being,
created by the high prices of eommodities in
general. The strikes and industrial disturbances
consequent on the high prices, the starvation of

the poorer sections of the the people, anxiety of the
middle class to make two ends meet are themes of
every-day discourse. Remedies ars baing suggest-
ed for the evil { hut many people so far have not
realized the part played in it by ourrency. Itis
my .intention to draw attention to this aspect of
the problem.

Beafore the war the average circulation of the
.paper currency was in the vicinity of 30 to 40
orores: during the war ths eurzency notes ovircula-
4ion went up to about 150 orores, Side by side we
see that the index ommber of high prices which
was 100 during 1914 became 200 in 1518. and came
to-about 220 in 1919, fhe closing year of the war.
The inflation of paper currenoy is thussesn to beat
least a part cause of the general rising of the
price level. Although the old gquantity theory is
exploded, the researches of Prof. Fisher and
others in recent times have conclusively shown
thet the relation between the guantity of money
and the prices is very close. Weneed not therefore
take the trouble fo prove a priori that the Indian
inflation of paper money is bound to act on prices.
We might take that as proven and proceed to
suggest remedies based on this causality.

It might be said that shortage of supply in
many cases would explain the high level of the
prices, and it is therefore unnecessary $o search for
other causes. But although shortage would explain
the rise in the cause of some commodities like
milk or sugar, it would not adequately explain the
rise of almosat all the commodities. In factitis a
truism in the theory of money that a general rise
of prices must be aétribuied {0 the standard of
value. The rupee as a siandard has depreciated
woefully, the cause of this depreoiation being the
increase in the quantity of money.

It would be clear that one remedy, and prob-
ably a vory efficient remedy, for the rise of prices
would be a retirement of the currency. The num-
ber of tickets must be reduced in order to raise the
value of a single ticket. The inflation, therefcre,
must ba the point on which we must hit for the
cure of the evil. Before answering the possible
objoctions to this remedy it is necessary to show
the modus ocperandi of this retirement.

Aococording to the present statute there are three
ways in which paper money can be retired—selling
gold for notes ; selling reverse councils and paying
them in England out of the paper curency reserve;
thirdly, to pass an Aet by means of which the
fiduciary portion of the currency reserve is les-
sened. Let ussee the working of each of these
methods in order.

Selling gold out of the paper currency reserve
has the effect of inducing the people to part with so
many notes forbuying the gold while the gold cannot
function as money, India having neither a gold
standard nor a free mint for gold. This has been
done by Government for the last few months, al-
though not with the object which we are referring
to in this conneotion. To that extent the remedy
is already being put into effect. But it is ocapably
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‘of an-extended operation. Even ‘f it depletes the
‘gold portion-of the vurrency reserve it is not a
matter for anxiety as the gold inthereserve is not
an accession of strength to the ‘ourrency system
in any way. ‘As for the second method, it will ‘be :
thought to be the height of fmpudence ‘to recom-
. mend the sale of reverss councils at this time
when a storm of invectives is poured on the re. |
verse counoils for various reasons. It will fhere-
fore be necessary to point outthat we do not re-
sommend the sale of reverse councils at the falling
rate of exchange, but at the statutory rate of ex-
change (1£~15Rs. ). Reverse gouncils sold at
this rato would obviate all the dangers of the
waste of India’s gold resources, inherent in the
-present mode of selling them. As the gold would
be paid out of the paper ourrency reserve in Lon-
don the notes in the hands of ‘the Goveroment of
India in India cannot be issued again as the law
would be violated in that case. There would thus
be an automatic retirement of the paper curreney
in India.

It would appear as if we are here championing
the sale of reverse councils, which has latterly
been the objeot of severe oriticism at the hands
of Indian financiers and banking interests. Far
from it. We are simply referring to it as one
method inter alia of retiring the paper surrency in
India. We do not want to disouss the pros and
wons of the question of the sale of reverse counoils
here; all thai we want to emphasize iathat it is &
suitable method under reguisite safegnards of re-
tiring the ourrency. W have already referred to
one such restriotion, viz. that the rate should be
1 Re. =16d, so that half the objeciions to that sale
are obviated at a stroke. Another restriotion we
would suggest, and that is that the sale should
be for unite which are sufficiantly small to be
within the reach of small buyers. The smallest
uni for instanos would auitably be fixed at s £1000
so that even samall banks and private merchants
could easily get hold of the required number of
gurrency notes to effact the purchase.

The third method, viza that of passing & new
law reducing the statutory limit for tha fiduoiary
portion of the paper ocurrenoy, is in our opinion
the most effective as well aa the one least fraught
swith mischief. At present there are 88 crores
-worth of securities in.the paper currency reserve
wmostly consisting of English treasury bills againet
which an egual number of notes are issued in
India. Buppose now that a law is passed to the
effeot that the fiduociary portion of the currency
reserve should only be 60 orores instead of 86 crores.
It would mean first that the treasury notes to the

- extent of 26 orores must be converted into gold or
silver bullion if the new Iaw is to be saved from
violation. As nobody contemplates such & sale at
this time when the gold resources of the Ewmpire
still require o be anxiously oonsarved, the only
thing that would prevent the violation of the law
is the oancellation or retirement of 26 crores worth

of notes in the ourrency reserve lying in the hands i

of Government. This is simply retracing the steps
whioh we had been obliged to take during the war
on account of emergencies exigent to the war. Im
response to the trade demand for certain necesesry
things we inoreased the currency ; now that the
demand which was temporary is no longer -exisi-
§ng we ought to put it back.

There cught to be no demurring to the passage
of a new Act through the council in order fo Jessom
the fiduciary securities plased in the currency
reserve. The present .position of the gold and
silver portion of tho reserve is very preearious, and
already somments are being heard that the security
porticn of the ‘paper eurrency reserve is undaly
swollsn and the metallic portion is dangerously
low. Even from the standpoint, therefore, of a
reasonable metallic reserve & case can be made
put for a new Adt of this deseription.

After having explained the methods of retire~
ment it is time to turn to the objections which we
can easily anticipate against any propossd for =
reduction of the surrency. The trading section of
the community, when it onee bacomes intoxieated
with the wine of new ourremay, is unwilling to
part with this stimulus. The first objection, there-
fore, would come from them. How can the amouns
of currenoy when it is reduced be adegquate to mest
the needs of trade at the present scale of prices?
The answer is that it is a vicious cirele. At present
prices we want the inereased currency, mo doubi;
but reduce the currensy and the prices will be re-
duoced proportionately so that the new amount of
currensy oan do the work at the mew price
level. Wa are paying three or four times the ¢ld
amount of money for practically everything,
Reducae the surrency by about 40 or 50 orores and
& naw soale of prices would be established.

Of course this rarefication of ourrenocy must
be gradual and must be spread over a long period,
80 that the effects of a sudden fall of prices whiech
would oause a transfer of wealth to new hands
might be avoided. But there is nothing sinful or
iniquitous in this rarefication. On the contrary,
the present scale has been responsible for an in-
equitable distribution of riches during the last few
yoaras. The soaling down of prices, therefore, in-
stead of causing an injustics, will only correct a
wrong that has been already inflicted on a large
portion of the commuhity, especially the poor con-
sumers. What we would propose, therefore, is thas
about 40 corores should be retired within a year
or two at & uniform pase.

It might be urged that the retiring of about 40
orores of notes might canse a stringent money-
market and might thus cause injury to the new
commercial enterprizes started under the auspices
of the war. The answer is that if the retiring of tLe
currency produces the effect we anticipate then
the low leval of prices would oause a welcome re-
lief to mew enterprizes instead of acting as an extin-
guisher. Would cheap cotton and cheap wages
mean the ruination of the cotton industry ? Rather
the reverse. The same is true all rouzd. A
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general fall of prices is not fatal to sound enter
prizes. It is a source of apprehension only to those
who profiteer and those who indulge in wild speou-
Intion. : '
There iz 2 school of thought whioch regards
high priees asan index of prosperity and welcomes
every addition to the. currency. There is some
¢ruth in this mode of thought, but in economics as
in other sociences there is & limit to everything,
and the best way of meeting such an argument is
to shbw its reductio ad absurdum. 1If 150 crores
are good for trade why not 200 crores or 400 srores ?
If high prices are good why not have tea at 10
rupess & pound or sugar at 2 rupees a sesr? No
one would have the hardihood to say that these
latter would spell prosperity. Infact, however
ridiculous Ricardo’s position might appear ordi-
narily, in such reasoning one is reminded of Ri-
cardo’s contention that an incresse in the quan-
tity of currency would only mean alessening of its
value, and the proper way of giving a high pur-
chasing power to the unit of money is o limit the
number of tickets representing the standard units,
whether metallie or paper.

Another objection that might be raised iz bas-
ed on past history. The general teaching of his-
tory is that when prices once go further they do noé
retrace their steps backwards. This iz generally
true, but it is beeause statesmen have not the
courage t0 use the right remedies in time, The
present instance is a case in point, If stringent
remedies are used fhe rastitution of prices is not a
superhuman task. It is because the State doas not
assert ifs powers to the utmost that economic
evils are allowed to agegravate thamselves.

V. N. GODBOLE.

A LETTER FROM LOKNDON,

{ FROM OTR OWN CORRESPONDENT. }
LoNpov, Mavy 20,

_ HOUSING IN BOMBAY.

THE Worker's Welfare League of India is an
organization established here for some time. It
has had under consideration & number of lshour
and industrial problems affecting the Indian
workers. A great deal of its work has been of a
purely theoretical and general character, but the
faot that it is constituted of Indian and British
moembers gives it & somewhat unigque character,
sad its latest effort is of an eminently practical
charaoter. Under the signatures of Dr. K. 8. Bhat,
the President, Mr. Shapurji SBaklatwala, Secretary
of the Indian Seotion, and J. E. Potter Wilson,
General Secretary, and with the support of Alder-
" man J. Chaplin, Mayor of Leicester and Secratary
of the Leicester Hosiery Union, Arthur Pugh,
Seoretary of the Iron and Steel Confederation,
E. L. Poulfon, Becretary of the National Unican
Boot and Shoe Operatives, W. J. Riley, Seorstary
of the Yorkshire Managers and Overlookers Union,
T. E. Naylor, Secretary of the London Soociety of
Compositors, D. Carmichael, Sscretary of the

London Trades Council, J. H. Banm, Seorotary of -

the Leicester Trades Council, C. E. Wilder, Seore~
tary of the United Vehicle Workers, and James
H. Hardie, of the Barnet Independent Labour
Party, a moderately worded memorial has been
addressed to the Secretary of State for India,
sirongly protesting against the proposed scheme
for working-class houses in the city of Bombay as
expounded and supported at the meeting of the
Bombay Legislative Council on September 18
last by Sir George Lloyd, portions of whose apeech
sare quoted in the memorial. The League welcoms
the Governor’s recognition of the duty of the State
to provide the necessary housing accommedation
for the working-olasses out of publie funds, and
maintains that to house working-class families in
Bombay, the second oity of the Empire, in one-
roomed tenements, as is proposed, is, in this
century, just as indiscreet and unhealthy as a
similar proposal would be for & city in this couniry.
The memorialists draw satbention fo ths unpre-
cedented prosperity of the industries of Bombay,
to the immenss profits of industrial and commer-
cial houses and of land and property owners in the
¢ity, and the fact that, compared with other large

cities, like London, Paris, New York, Berlin, and

Buenos Ayres, Bombay has far more acreage avail-
able per thousand of the population for the erection
of proper dwellings. The erection of the one-
roomed dwellings now proposed, in a ecity whose
merchant princes, deriving their wealth from the
toil of the workers, vise with one another in the
eraction of luxurious and palatial dwellings for
themselves, would, they say, be a very poor ex-
pression of Indo-British public spirit, especially as
to-day the sttitude of Great Britain in regard to

the walfare of its Indian subjects, is being closely
observed by other countries throughout the ‘wozid.

The memorialists would like to see & schems in.
augurated that could be regarded asg an example
for other Indian authorities to follow and one that
would reflect oredit upon the British authorities
and would not be held condemned by existing Acts

of Parliament in this country. They then make

concrate suggestions by submitéting plans of houses
for workers in India prepared by their advisory
architects, who also submit a reporf, to the effect
that their plans represent what they believe to be
the absolute minimum whick should be a provided

for human occupation. Plans 1 and 2 represent

usual types where one hundred families, for ex-

ample, should be grouped in one village with a
community building in the centre. Whilst sub-
mitting plans 3 and 4 as being superior to the
prevailing chawl system, they draw attention to
the desirabilityof establishing industry under eon-

ditions where there is ample space for factory
extension and for the provision of housing ac-
commodation in open surroundings, Provision

ie made in each house to include some simple
furnifure, such as cupboards, tables, seats, and

shelves, and attention is drawn to the fact

that provision of the community house gives

facllities for many things which circumstances.
prevent from ‘supplying. individualiy. Alto.
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gether, the proposals are a valuable contribu-
tion to a very diffcult problem, and it is to be hop-
&d that the Seoretary of State will forward them
to the QGovernment of Bombay, with his own
atrong support.

THE EUNXTER REPORT.

The Times wants to know where the Hunter
Report is. It was generally expected that it would
be issued yesterday, but there appears to have
been & hitch at the last momenst, and it is now
believed that it will not be published until the
rocess, &0 that members will have it for study dur-
iog the brief holiday that the exigenoies of their
Parliamentary duties sllow them. Ths Report is
known to have reached this country at the end of
March, and appears to have been withheld in order
that it might appear simultanecusly with ths
resolution of the Government of India on the
subject, which has been under the consideration of
the Home Government. It is belisved that it will
be much broader in its apirit than might at one
time have been expected, afact for which the exist-
enoe of & strong minority report and the division
of opinion smong the members along racial lines,
as is suggested, may account. However thatmay be,
the paper urges that, in view of the strong fesling,
aroused not only in India but in this counfry, the
issue of the Report will not be delayed further
while the phraseclogy of the resclution is heing
oonsidered. Immediate publication, accompanied
by an sannouncement that the conclusions the
Government have reached will be issued very soon
is, the Times declares, essential fo publie oon-
fidence in British justice and good faith., The
paper caanot, however, forbear to have a fling at
Mr. Montagu, whom it has never forgiven for
having aocepted the Secretaryship for India.
Referring to the Rowlatt Report and the details of
the Amritsar shootings, it declares that the delays
in publicity in those cases do not stand alone in
oreating the impressoin that Mr. Montagu kas
been ineclined to withhold faects and papers from
the knowledge of Parliament, and even to manipu-
iate the dates of issue fo suit political exigencies.
Quite in the approved Indo-British style. The
Times cannoct depart very far from long-established
custom.

THE TURKISH TREATY.

The Turkish Treaty has brought forth some
interosting oriticism from French journals of
ropute. The Liberlé, for exampls, remarks:

As » matter of faot, under the appearancs of interns-
tional equality, the Treaty sstablishes in Turkey the
meterial and moral preponderance of England. 8he it in
that inoressee her power to a formidable extent by putting
her hand on all the routes to India. As to Franoe, she
Ands herself dispossassed, for the bensfit of the League of
Nations, of the pictection of Christians whioch she Las
aasared for centuries.

A peace such as has been made is, in the opinion
of the Tumps, " a drumhead peace.” Presented
after this lapse of tims, il ought to have oonstitut.
<d an independent Turkey oapable of existenocs:
it doesa not do so, and the Turkish Government,

whioh is expeoted to put its signature to it, pos-
sesses no eoffetive authority. The whole thing,
therefore, gives the impression of having no rela-
tion to realitias. The paper concludes by inter-
preting the Treaty as establishing one fact of
capital importance. Inasmuch as France, Italy,
and Enogland will hiave to aet conjoinély in order
to utilise for military purposes the zone of the
Dardanelles, * it can be said that the draft of the
Turkish Treaty establishes a permanent alliance
between these three Powers for the protestion of
the Straits.” One of the acutest comments that 1
have heard has come from an eminent Mussulman
friend. He remarks that to have placed Turkey un-
dar the mandate of one of the Great Powers would
on all grounds be preferable to handing her over,
for all practical purposes, to a number of inter-
nationsl commissions, which would rule without
any popular authority or any responsibility to the
Turkish people. Those who realise how necessary
has been the traunsfer of the German colonies to
soms individual mandsatory, in view of past ex-
perience of the multiple disadvantages that have
bsen discovered in & condominium, where the
jointly governing Powers have legsl anthority and
responsibility, will recognise the validity of this
oritic’s preference.

The publication of the draft Treaty has natu-
rally affected the Indian Khilafat deputation in an
extraordinary degres, as one might have anticipa-
ted from a knowlsdge of Mr. Mahomed Ali’s tem-
perament and that of his friends. The delegation
has sent a lengthy telegram to the Sultan, express.
ing deep shame that Mussulmans should have
allowed the Khilafat to have sunk fo its present
distressing condition, veneration for his high
office, and the assurance thatin all conceivable
oiroumstances and at all costs, he will uphold the
dignity of Islam and will remain steadfast in the
defence of the Khilafat and of the sanctity of the
Jazirat-ul-Islam in its entirety. After setting forth
the many details of the mission with which they
were charged, the delegation proceed fo state that
they have dons their best to explain their threefold
claim to the Allies, and “in spite of the appalling
ignorance and tragio indifference™ even of some of
those who have been making themselves responsi-
bis for a new settlement of the world's affairs, they
have made it sufficiently olear that the reduction
of the Moslem claim by a half will not only be a
violation of the deepest religious feelings of Muse
sulmans, but will also be a flagrant violation of
the solemn pledges given by responsible statesmen
reprosenting the Allied and Associated Powers at
tha time when they were desirous of enlisting the
support of the Moslem people and soldiery. They
add that they have not hesitated to warn the
British Government that if the pledges were not
redeemed and effect was not given to the declara-
tion that brought about the Armistice, it would be
futils to expect peace in India, and that an affront
put upon the Mussulmans, and, indeed, upon the
entire Indian nation, would be incompatible with
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the expectation of a blind loyalty. Having done
averything demanded of them by their duty as
Mussulmans, as loyal subjeets of the King-Em-
peror, and as men deeply anxious to secure a just
and lasting peace, and charged with a mission of
reconciliation and concord, the senders of the
telegram now await the response of the Allied
Powers to their appesls and warnings. But of far
greater importancs to the Moslem world, they add
will be the Sultan’s response. They declare that
Islam to-day stands solidly by his side as it has
never stood since the 1ast of the Khulafai-Mashi-
deen passed away. Every Moslem, they aver, is
now determined to do all that Allah demands from
him, without flinching and without fear, even fo
the extent of offering his life as the price of his
faith. It is a powerful and ardent appeal, and one
awaits the publication of the reply.
THE TEMPERARCE MOVEMENT.
. This week the annual general meeting of the
Indian Temperance Association has been held,
under the chairmanahip of Lord Clwyd, supported
by that splendid veteran in all good causes, Dr.
Clifford, Mr. Leif Jones, to whom the temperance
movement in this country owesso much, Mr.Arthur,
a junior member of the Government and himself
an ardent femperance man, Sir Mancherji Bhow-
nagzree and others, before a well-attended gather-
ing of Indians, Ceylonese and Europeans. The
gathering was a greal success. Dr. Clifford and
Lord Clwyd laid great emphasis upon the opporiu-
nities afforded for the advancement of the temper-
ance cause in India by the transfer of control of
the liquor traffic fo the popular side of the pro.
vincial Governments, and the responsibility this
threw on the popular leaders for the proper educa-
tion of public opinicn. Foreign Affairs.
FOREIGXN AFFAIRS.

The Irish situation has become increasingly
dangerous. Murder and arson have become com-
monplaces and the Government of Ireland Bill
seams to promise little hope in the direotion of a
settloment since the majority of Irishmen entirely
disapprove of the splitting up of Ireland into two
seotions. It is rumoured that the Government in-
tend to introduce bold amendments, but this seems
improbable in view of Ulstor opposition. Sir
Edward Carcson has already rejected proposals for
bringiug the whole of Ulsler under one jurisdiotion
as this would mean bringing in a population of
which four-fifths would be Catholic, and if Ulster
is not preparsd to take & risk of that kind now,
with a view to unity, it is very dfficulf indeed to

see how the Province can be coerced into some--

thing much bigger involving the whole of Ireland.
' The Polish War against the Bolshevists has
created much feeling in this country where wide
cireles express the view that Poland is not acting
without the moral and even the material support
of the Allies, and that, even if Poland succeeds in
her present adventure, it will simply be to pro-
long and extand the present chaotic conditions in
Ruseia and, eventually, to consolidate the Russian

people in preparation for & war of revenge, which
will have its repercussions over the whole of Eu-

rope and Asia, The news that the Bolsheviks.
have invaded Porsia come as an unwelcome re-
minder that Soviet Russia is not without its means
of aggressive defence against the Allies, of whom
the most get-at-able is Britain,

Thegreat French strike has ignominicusly col-
lapsed as everybody imagined it would do. The
C. G. T., which has been dragged at tha heels of
the extremists, who now accuse it of half-hearted-
ness, if not treachery, now has publicly to admit
defeat. 1f is significant that the special corres-
pondent of the Daily Herald in Peris explains the
reason for the collapse on the ground that the
strike had not the support of the workers as a.
wholse, and hs points out that the net effect of this
foolish movement, which has riven the whole
Labour Party asunder, has been to sncourage
the reactionary forces. It will be a long time be-
fore French Labour will recover from the blow.
Meanwhile, as the Daly Herald correspondent
remarks, the National‘Federal Committee of the
C. G. T is faced with the painful task of register-
ing a situation, which it is beyond ifs power to
remedy, and ascertaining who is to blame.

SELECTION,

THE COCHIN GOVERNMENT AND
THE DEPRESSED CLASSES.

Ran BaHABUR T. VIJAYARAGHAVA CHARIAR, Diwan of

Ceochin, whe presided over a big Ezhuva meeting at the.
Ernakulam College Hall on Thursday . the 13th May, said in
the coutse of his speach :—

Wheather in education or in other mattaers, the policy o*
the Government has been the polisy upon whick has been:
built the British Empire in India and whick more and more is
becoming the policy of every country in the oivilised world.
This polioy is, in & few words, that of equality of treatment,
squality of opportunity. I am repeatedly told that Cochia is
& country of peculisr custorns and practices, and I must be
carefal not te apply to it the same rule as in British Indis.
I must confess, howaver, that I fail to see what there is in the-
conditions of Cochin that oall for a different treatment. On

‘the other hand, the onlightensd poliey of suocessive ‘rulers.

of Cochin has laid down equality of treatment as the basis of
their rule, This is not only in accordanos with the spirit of
toleration which has always characterised the Hindu rulers,
but iy in strictest accordance with the basic principles of
Einduism itself. The lives and caresrs of a series of great

Hindu religious reformers, both Vaishnavite and Baivits, in

Southern, Western and Northern India have illustrated the

great principle that in she eyes of God no caste is to be

despised as low or unholy and that a Hindu can be degraded’
not by birth bat only by his actions. They have proclaimed

;n imperishable socents of truth and basuty the sternal verity

that all Hindus are sgusl, It is, therefore, impossible to ansert

that there is anything in the constitution of the State or its.
history to preclude the application of these great prineiples

of humsan liberty and freedom which have been proved in the-
long prooess of history to be the only principles on which a

stable Government oan be founded.

And, ooming to matters of detail, the principles which ares
being applied by the present Government are not nsw prinoi--
ples enunciated for the first time. It has long been an
accepted maxim of the Cochin couris that in the eye of thelaw
all men are equal. The Educational Code made twelve years:
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.ago lays down shat all classes df Bis Highnes¥s subjects are
-satitied to admission te achools maintained or sidad from
public funds, and the S8tanding Orders of the Cochin Goveran-
ment recognise that members of every caste are eligible for
public servica, There is nothing uew, therefors, or startling in
the principles asserted by the Government ; only the Govera-
ment have bees steadily insisting on the practical observance
of these principles,

It hae besn fresly nsssried that the polisy of the Govern-
gnent has been leading to troable beiwesn tha different
-somrmucities. I havse boen at somae pains to verify this statement,
and I find the so-called trouble i not new, but has bessn iz

~wXistetice now for over forty yeafe when Ezhuvas in this State,

Travancore and Bouth Malabar began to shake off their
angient bonds. The treubls is meither of rscent nor of
-Rdministrative origin as alleged. With the spread of aducation
and civilisation and the ideas of freedom: whioh they sngender,
-it is impossible, even if we wish it, to keep castes in their
ancient kabit of unquestioning obediencs to the dioctates of a
superior mocial body or sommunity, since sccial justice is
-sweeping throughout the country, and it is madness to expeot
<hat Coohin sloae can bo keps as a sheltered backwater, safe
from these revolutionary ideas. I have been asked why
1 should not take a sirong line and have besk assured that
it would prevent all troubls. I do not think this srgument
4% worth answering. The Government exists for the benmefit
ot of any partioular castes or olasses, but ©of the com-
~munity aa & whole, If any purty brsaks the law swift and
sure punishment will follew. The law is bound to protect
~everybody in the enjoyment of his righta,

I have been asked, whae is the motive of Government in
pursuing this polioy? My only motive js to make Cochin
«enlly grout in Lhe eyes of tha civilised world. I wish to be
able to tell & visitor tu Coochin, like Bir Narayan Chandavar-
kar, for instance, that in Cochin there is 8 * feir field and no
favour.” I do not wish to be obliged to conoeal from bim
things whioh I feel cannct redound to our oredit. If oy
~objaot was only tha: of self-gratifeation, Icouid find it S00Ler
by lotiing the depreased classes alone. No admipistrator who
vaiues his peace of mind or o quiet life will take up the
<question of the depressed alagses here. I know vary well that
it I lelt it alons, sverybody—that is, everybody who is arti-
<ulate—will bs happy, and I shall be bheppy to6. But I feel
that is not the way to sarve Cochin, I feel what is to be
-sought is not dhe passing interssts of the hour, but the
“permansnt prosperity and greatness of the State. And that
wan ba done only by letting svery class and community rigeo
#the full stature of its manhood, *

To the higher slasses, the Brahmans and Nairg, I sayy

“Look to the real interssts of the sountry and not to thoss of
sgartdocuisr

£ 885168 or olasses. Look shead and zas to theg
Anterests not of to-day or to-morrow but the permanent ig.
;tfszl-ascs of the ecuntry, 20,50 or & bundred years henge. I admit
it is not pleosant to give up cld time-honoyred privileges snd
%o troat on equal termas a man who

‘ yestsrday was balow you.
HBut will you nat make that sacrifice for the sake of the larger

interests of the oountry 1" To the educated men the higher
-oiasses, I say: Do you not think it Four duty in view of the

sducation ysu have recsived 4o g0 farther then a morg

theoretiocal subscription to the dootrine of equality leaving

things to adjost themselves? Doubtleas, things will adjust
themsalves, but don's you think it Is your duty to take an
ae:_ive part in the prosess and spars the pain and ths troudle
~which & slow process of adjustment wohelped by you produnes ¥
Do you think your duty is sufficiently dons by sayiog: ‘Thess
~caste grisvances wili gradusily be reioved ; without action
©n my pars things will right thomssives in the oourse of
yeara?’ Don't you think that from your own point of visw
it i» & grest 1083 of moral and personal power that you should
be untroe to the light that is within yout With the new
Teeling of patriotism produced in the last ten years in he
‘test of the country & gress change has taken place in social
mutters. Don't you think that peopls In Coehin should also
#how that they ure 3 part of India snd that yoa are zot

unaffected by the gremt tifie of<hought that is sweepidfy over
the rast of India? i

¥You say that public opinion is against me in this matier.
Remember however that you yoursplves atand &t the bar of the
much larger publie opinion of India. I am afraid wo havs too
fong beem accustomed to judge things from the narrow peoint
of view of Cochin. Remember that there is & very much
iarger public epinion whioh will ook at matters from & much
broader point of view, and from the larger national point of
view than from a small parochial standpoint.

Remembsr that, even if you wish it, things will not step
where you like them to stop. The rising menss of self-respect
of the depreased olasses resents many of the practices and
eastoms which their ancestors and their elders submitted to
without guestion. Please use your imagipation and realise
what and how you yourself will feel and act, if you were in the
position of the depresssed olasses. When yon express aa-
noyance at the modern Ezhuva young man findlng offencs in
hoary prectices which his fathers quietly suobmitted to, are
¥ou quite sure that you have tried to look et the question
from ths other man's point of vidw? How wonld you like i, is
when you went to Madras for gyour University studies you
weare ordered off pratiouiar roads’on the ground that your pre-
sence was a poliution? Very often in these matiars we are
guilty of injustice more unsonsoicusly than eonsciouvaly, It is
so difficuit for a mas who has been in the privileged positien
to realise the feelings of a man whoe is in a position of infericr-
ity. Try to get inside his skin, use your imaginsztion; you
will probably fiod that you begin to understand and fipall
aympathise with the other man’s point of view.” -

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE Indian public are greatly indebted to
Mr. Andrews and 8 ocorrespondsnt of the ZLeader
for the details of the recent happenings in Fiji.
When one reads these communications which give
a graphio description of the sufferings and io-
dignities inflicfed on helpless Indians in that
colony, one cannot help coming to the conelusion
that in far-off Fiji, the Punjab tragedy has been
repeated on & smaller scale. The oircumstances
under which firing on an unarmed crowd took
place, and the events leading to the arrest of men
and women deserve careful investigation by an
independent commission. It -js mlso doubtful
if there was noed for the premu%gstion of Rezula-.
tions under sec. 2 {e)} of the Public SBafety in
Times of Givil Commotion Ordinance, 1820, which
practically amounted to a declaration of martial
law. This fact also needs consideration. We
earnestly hope that the Government of India will
take immediate steps to press an the attention of

the Fiji Government the need for such an enquiry
» » »

*

THE oiroumstances of the osase are so similar
to those of the Punjab that we are tempted tou
draw some lessons which are applicable to both
happenings. It is a notorious fact that the Puniab
(Giovernment in a siate of panie, with the avowed
approval of the Government of India, treated the
British Indian subjecis of His Majesty in 8 cruel
manner, and that as a recognition of this
oruel service the satrap reasived encomiums
for saving the fzzqé of the British Rai. Who
would wonder if the Government of Fiji treat.
ed with no onsideration the Indians in Fiji, for
most of them are after all ‘coolies.” We hope it i3
not too much tu expect the Indian Government in
move in the matter and demand an open engairy.
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GOOD OPPORTUNITY.,.
TheIndia Advertising Agency are the sole ad-

vertising agents for several newspapers, journals, .

and periodicals in India. Rates of advertizement
very moderate and reasonable. For particulars
apply to—
The India Advertising Agenoy,
PooNa CITY
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Ladies and Gentlemen.

Have you ever heard of the world-renowned “‘detna”
ipstrument ; the restorer of lost visiom, the deaf man’s
best friend, the eradicator of Ostarrh, snd the svowed
enemy of doctoring, dragging and probing ? I not, just
drep o post card to un end oblain, frez and  for nothing,
our 100 pege iilustrated Booklet called Prof. Wilson's
Teatise on “Digenss™. [t will tell you all aboui this
wonderful Messiahhe of the age.

Thousands bhave beem sold in Imndis, and psople
upiversally acknowledge it to bo a marvellons God-send
boon for all diseases of the Eye, Ear, Head and Throa’.
it ia priced st Bs. 25-8 only, packing and postage
charges extra, but is worth ite weight in dismonds.

Write to:—Rai E. S. BHANDARL, M. A.

Batan (N.W.R., A. P. Ry.)
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Dr. BAILUR'S MEDICINES,

f
t

;
!
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HIVA-JWAR, BALAGRAHA
Ague pills. CHURNA.
Price As, 8, g Epileptic powder,
Per bottle, b a Price Re. 1.
y " i z Per botilae.

-
~

" ‘Ask for out catalogue for other wmedicines &
Particulars.
Liberal commiasied for Merchants,
Dr. H. M. BAILUR,
Dispensary, BELGAUM.

BOOK OF THE HOUR.
Currency Reform in India

v BY
» v Prot, V. G. KALE,

The author has made out a very strong oase in
favour of a sound currency and exchange system
for Indin. Every one who wishes t0 understand
the exchange problem should read the book, which
le extremely instructive.

Price Re. ©ne.
Copies may be had from booksellers or :—

The Aryabhashan Press, Poona City.

Rates of Subscription.
{ Including postage.}
ley E2Y ) " wen « B, 5—0—0
Balf ym]y » e L1 «Be. 380
Quarterly axe v - we.Re. 204
Great Britain { Yearly ) - 18 shillings.
Bingle Copy . e o «Ag. 0-3-0
Oid iemve, per Copy . As. 0-4-0

Subscription payabls strictly in advance.
THE MANAGER, SERVANT OF INDIA.
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GOOD SEEDS.

“e3em{oTIN0A o a|qBMy

syusuymoddesip eavs puw
~-JOMOl PUY 9[quieBon THOQmEIPUL UL BPOSS 4800 OYI VAR OM

Hs Good as
can be
grown !}
English

seeds for
Indian

Climate !!

Large discriptive catalogue with numerous illustrations free on

oury 343X O3 jw Spoes Jo puyy 3YBix oYz sog
application. Mention thia papes when writing.

Pestonjee P. Pocha and Sons,
Seed Merchant Poona,

Bombay Presidency,

_JNDIA,

CUT ME OUT

end mail me, with your nsme and address, to
QGood Luck Co., Benares City.

I will bring you, per V. P. P.; one COSSI SILK SUIT length
for Ras. 12 only. These pieces are economiocal, hard wear
and bandsome ever made. *

Test them any way you please-Why not give it a trial ?
P £:3: TN

RiniTa |
THE "CITIZEN”
A New Liberal WeeKkly.
ANNUAL SUBSECRIPTION : RS 5.

Office: 14 B, Westeott Road,
ROYAPETTAH, MADRAS.

Mr. Montagu’s Speeches

ON INDIAN QUESTIONS
A Comprehensive Collection,
CONTENTS.

Speeches : The Indian Budget 1910. 1 11, 1912 snd 1913
Irrigation and Railways; Indien High Courss Bill; The
Goverament of India Bili; Liberalism and Ladia; Indian .Land
¥ Policy; First visit to India; The Mesopotamian Commission
and Indian administration ; Speesch at Cambridgesbire.

Appendix:~The Council of India Bill; The late Mr,

Gokhale: The goal of British Policy. Index.
Peice Re 1-8.

To Bubsoribers of the “Indian Review.” Re. 1-1.
Q. A, NATESAN & Co., Madras,
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