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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE approach of the first elections is indicated
by a crop of manifestoess They proceed mostly
from parties. We fail, however, o see why the
Congress should be represented in Madras by the
Nationalist Association as well as the * Congress
Party.” Wae will examine here the manifesto of
the {ormer. Our firat complaint is that it containe
no mentioa of the relations batween .the Congress
Party and the Nationalist Assooiation. Iis claim
to seperate existence is based apparently on it
superiority to the Moderate party, whom the mani-
fasto sonviots of diverse sins. of commission and
omission. These, howaver, are of the well-known
variety. The literary subtlely of the Mndian Social

- Reformer has suggested a formula, Freedom wersus
Power, for the purpose of distinguishing between
the standpoints of the Nationalist and the Mode-
rates. The manifesto under oriticism adopts this
formula as the basia of its programme instead of
supplementing and correcting its implications,
which ia tha only way of treating pointsd and epi-
grammatio generalisations when one wishes to
discover the truth,

| 4

- &

TUE danger of surrending to an epigram is
well ilustrated by n glaring self-contradiction
into which the authors of this manifesto have bsen
batrayed. We will overlook the discovery, doubt-
lass recent but startlingly simultansous, cn the
part of the Nationalists that there havs been
“vital * and “ smphatic differences ” between
Nativnaiists and Moderates, 1t is asserted in the
manifesto that one of these differences relates to
the relative importance assigned by the different
parties to questions of freedom and thosa of powen
IIn a8 subsequent paragraph, the authors are at

|

pains to establish the priority of freedom problems
and show great anxiety to bring these to a satis-
factory solution while yet there is “unanimity in
regard to the vital questions affecting the fresdom
of person and press.”* If there be umanimity on
these vital questions, there cannot at the same
time be “vital” and “emphatic differences.”
» & L

NOR do the Nationalists seem so averse from
power as they profess. The programme detailed
in the manifesto deals at length with edueation,
labour, railways, forests, medicine, industries, salt
and abkari, fiscal sutonomy, franchise, and what
not. ‘Thers is no indieation that these subjscts
will be postponed till freedom, entire snd -undimi-
nished, has been won, It is impossible to keep
apart programmses of freedem and power. The
Moderates racognise it frankly. . The Nationalisia
recognise it also, but resort to a camouflage to
eover it, In a passage marked by sonorous rodo-
mantade, they declars that the Moderates, with the
assistance of scheming bureaucrats, will address
themselves in the beginning to these guestions of
power, thus destroying unanimitly, creating parties
and delaying the acquisition of freedom, for
which the presentation of a united front by the
people is essential. Look at the puerility of it allL
‘We are now unanimous on vital matters of free-
dom. While yet we are in this blessed atate let
us win freedom. When we have done so lot us
think of the power questions, and break up into
parties over education, sanitation and industries.

1. The manifesto denies the existence of this
unanimity. Much of it is devoted tothe misrepre-
sentation and ridiocule of the Moderates.

2. It recommends nof the consecutive but
simultaneous treatment of problems of freedom and
power,

3. The acquisition of freedom is not opposed
to or incompatibls with the increasa of powar: on
the contrary, the two prooesses sare interdependent
and mutually helpful. Whils ycu are adding to
your power, you are conquering freedomn. In faet,
so obvious is this truth that it l.as besn cne of the
commonplaces of political ocuntr versy in India
that the bureancracy have hindersd vur progress:
in education, industries and so un, chiefly to cheok
our advance in freedom.

. * * - [ 2 .
~ ELECTION manifestoes, like lovers’ promises,
are noi meant to be put to a literal test. They are
meant to woo, to captivate, to allure. The lover
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who weighs his phrases may have to die a bache-
lor. The constituency has yet to be found which
can be trusted to value the man who scorns to say
more than he means. Is there much beyond atti-
tudinising in the following item 7
If, iz this sadeavour, the defsota of the dyarchic consti-
tution bring about friotion between the tws branches of
the provincial Government, this party will sourageously
face the situation whenever an honourable and healthy
compromise is impossible,
In such a case we undertake fo say that the
Moderate party will do more than * courageocusly
face the situation.” It will abstain from the use
of undignified swear-words. An instance of a
different tenour is in the determination ezpressed
in the manifesto fo reduce the salaries of the
superior grades of the services * consistently with
the requirements of efficieney and conditions of
supply.” The limitation within quotation marks
is not italicised, but the sternness of the actual
facts will enforce its importance. The Moderate

party have opposed the recent inereases in these -

salaries, and whenever occasion cffers will do &o
in the future. Their difference with the Nation-
alists is that they will not make a boast of ' re-
ducing * them and at once withdraw from the
boast by enunciating an inexorsble limitation.

They know when to give battle and when not.
» » [ J

IN faot, the two parties differ in nothing so
much as in their power to appreciate facts and
recognise limits. The whole of this Reform Act is
based on a division of functions at present and a
gradual elimination of this division. The Modernte
programme would make & clear difference between
their aims in the transferred sphere and their
aims in the reserved sphere. Not that they care
more for the ons than for the other., Not that they
value freedom less aud power more than the Na-
tionalists. But they certainly will not make a
fetish of provoking conflicts with the bureaucraoy.
The ins nuation made in the manifesto of the
Madras Nationalist Association that one of the
motives of the Moderates is to avoid such conflicts
is baseless and unworthy. Pledged as they are to
maks the most of the Reform Aot and secure the
fulness of responsible government without un-
necessary delay, they are ready to co-operate on
honourable terms with the bureaucracy, with the
Nationalists, in faot with all organisations and
individuals whose aims are good and methods
olean, to the greatest extent possible. Naturally
they believe most in their own policy and pro-
grammae, but they do not make the mistake of
setting 'heir party above the country, of protesting

~ that the salvation of the people of Indialies entire-
ly in their hands, or of making a virtue of anta-
gonisnt £o Government and ococurageous defiance of
it while at the same time beating their breasts
and tearing their hair snd invoking the pity of the
world's ustions when they are not admitted into
the constifution of sundry advisory and censulta-

tive bodicvs.
* . "

THE Mahratta ia itslast Sunday’s issue has put
in a defence of the permanent settlement of land
revenue, which forms one of the principal planks
in the platform of Mr. Tilak's party. So reaction-
ary is this proposal that the Bombay Chronicle has
rushed to Mr. Tilak's rescue and sought to explain
it away by putting ar ingenious, if untenable, con-
struction upon it. Mr. Tilak oould not have meant,
it suggests, that the State was not entitled to take
unearned growth of the rent; all he meant was per-
haps ( though he put it in eumbrous language }
that the subject of land revenue should be frans-
farred to popular control. This attempt at putting
a good facs on a bad programme only shows that the
Chronicle dissents from the“democratic”plan,but it
doesnot avail Mr. Tilak muech. For,in the first piaoce,
Mr. Tilak would have mentioned transfer of land
revenue if he had meant that, instead of permanent
ryotwari gettlement ; in the second place, there was
no occasion for the mention of the transfer of land
ravenus, after that of Tull provincial autonomy;
in the third place, Mr. Tilak would not mention
transfer of land revenue and leave out law and
police. There is not the shadow of a doubt that
Mr. Tilak meant what he said—permanent settie-
ment, and nothing eise.

] »* #*

THE fact that the Makratta refuses fo take the
cue from the Chronicle is proof that Mr. Tilak in-
tends, or at any right had intended, in right ear-
nest to put before his electors the cry of permanent
settlement and $o gat his party to work forit. We
shall watch with anxious interest how this shapes
in the end. If he holds by hia programme he will
furnish ground on which parties will immediately
divide. But Mr. Tilak’s party, it would appear,
hae yet to form- its opinion om the question, nor
has Mr. Tilak any very strong conviction. He
says in effect: '“ I really want to have s good pro-
gramme; the presentone is godd in my opinicn,
but if you think it bad and wish to substitute for -
it a proposal in /just the contrary seuse, well, I
don't mind in the least. I shall drop mine and
take yours.” Verily,some persons have a remark-
able facility in taking up and putting away
opinions on important public questions, just as it
may suit them, There ia no doubt a great advan-
tage in having such a plastic conscience, but does
Mr. Tilak realise what would be the consejuence
of such a change of front under responsible gov-
ernment? If his proposal were defeated on such
a vital question he would immediately have to
tender his resignation.

* * *

A RESIDENTIAL qualification is to be applied
to candidates for council election in Bombay, the
Punjab and the Central Proviuces, but the mode
of applying the qualifioation is not .the same in
esoh province. In Bombay actual residence in
the constituency is insisted upon, savs for the faot
that a person having a' voting qualiioation in a
rural but residiog in an urban constisuency of the
distriot will be allowed. The Punjab rules say
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that the candidate must have possessed a residen-~
tal house in the constituency for four years before
the date of the preparatior of the electoral roll and
maust not bave let it on rent during one year pre-
ceding that date. The Punjab Governmeut have
adopted this definition, because they fear that
aotusal residence for a certain period, besides open-
ing the door to conflicting evidence, will in many
cases be too restrictive. The possession of & resi-
dential house for four years is preseribed, for the
reason that the pericd will cover two elections, so
that the protection hereby afforded to the rural con.
stitusncy may be available at least for two general
elections. It is hoped that rural opinion will or-
ganise itself during that period. As the member
in charge said, in replying to the Hon'ble Mr.
Fazl-i-Hussain's resolution on the subject: * After
that it may be possible that the residential qualifi-
oatlon may be dispensed with, for the rural in-
terests in whose behalf it iz now considered more
particularly necessary will probably be able to
look after themselves. The condition that the
house must be unlet for one year secures under
existing oircumstances that the house is a real
family residence belonging to the candidate, and
it al=o ensures that something about the candidate
and his family will be known in the constituency
for which he stands.... It is not irksome orun-
duly restriotive.
* * &*

MER. BEN SPOOR asked the Under-Secrotary of
State for the Colonies on February 23 whether
hiz attention had been drawn to the suggestion
that iaxation should be wvaried in British East
Africa according to the capacity of natives to
labour for settlers; and whether he would inform
S8ir Edward Northey that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment was not prepared to permit taxation imposed
with the objeot of foroing labour in the interests
of a particular elass. Lieut.-Colonel Amery re-
plied that the whola question of native labour and
taxation was receiving caraful consideration and
would be discussed with Sir E. Northey by the
Beoretary of State on his return. In the mesan-
tims, we find that the Uganda Commission have
recommend the adoption of the prineciple in gues.
tion. The report of the Commission says:

. 'We have besn muoh impressad by the evidence given
by ones of ths most enlightensd native officials in the
Buganda provinces. His view {s.that if a man doss not
work it in because he posresses sufficient wealth to enable
him to live o life of sass, and that he should contribute
acoordingly towards the revenue of the country from
which are provided all thoae institutiona which make for
bis batterment, The pell tax In the Buganda province is
Rs. 750 per annum; he wuggesta that the rate should be
Ra. § for those who can slow that thsy Lavs worked a
prescribad pariod in each year, and Rs, 2750 for shose
who onnnot. The principls {s sound, and we reocommend
it cordially.

Thie is the White Man's Burden |

E Ti{E readsr is aware how muoch stors the Gova
ernment of India set by their modification of the
Craddock echeme of reforms for Burma, which

sonsisted in the substitution of an executive coun-
F gil for the boards. What difference is this likely
to make to the growth of popular poweé? The
' Lieutenant~Governor himsalfsses practically none.
Ho cbserved, in bringing the budget discussion to
a close on April 17: * The change in the designa.
tion of the boards by which both the members of
each board will be executive counoillors, although
greet in regard to the statutory sanction on which
it will rest, will not in actual working amount to
such s signal departure from the scheme which I
bad drawn up a8 is sometimes assumed, When I
went to Delhi, therefore, and found that the Gov-
ernment of India preferred a statutery basis for
the new form of collective government, I readily.
aoquiesced.”” We daresay the change wiil be only
in the name, and are not surprised at Sir Regi-
nald’s ready acquiescence. Sir Roginald tried to
impress his couneil with & sense of political imma-
turity and inexperience of the Burmans and ex-
horted the peopls not to hanker in: their youth
after duties which oan eome to them only in aduls
age. If as the Goverament allege, Burmans as a
race are politically immature does it therefore
follow that thera are not available even a few per-
sons who individually are qualifiad {0 sssume -res-
ponsible office # The Government of sourse go the
length of making even such an allegation, but who
can believe it ? And that is the only justification
for the Government not instituting an executive
eouncil of the normal typs. :
L K ] #*

ON the question of the position of Indisns
resident in Burma we agree with Sir Reginaid’s
remarks. “ The Indians, " he said, “ will be the
first to admit that the Burmans have a prior
claim to appointments in the public service in
Burma. While there were not Burmans qualified
for partioular departments, Indians were freely
imported for'that purpose, and those who are in
the servioe have & right to be treated with striet
impartiality and full consideration. But s&s edu-
cation has spread in Burma and the people have
gradually qualified themselves, it would bs in the
highest degree unjust o withhold from them the
same privileges in Burma which the Indians hava
enjoyed or claim to enjoy.” It will of course be pos-
sible for evil-minded officials to put back Indians
under the cloak of enocouraging Burmans, but
Indians for their part must do nothing ocaloulated
to hinder the progressof the indigenous population.
They may offer such help as may be willingly ac-
oepted, but they must not stand in the way. In
this way alone will their presence in Burma be
justified. Nor must they think of claiming
separate representation for themselves, Their
number is fairly large, and if they have won the
good-will of the Burmans they can certainly re-
tura an sdequate number of representatives who
will protect their interests. If the Burmans are
hostile to them, they have no right to be whare -

T they are.
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IN TRUE COLOURS.
THE party which acknowledges the leadership of
Mr..-Tilak has assumed a new name and smbraced
& new programme of.work, Among the ideals
whieh it proclaims will guide ita future policy .is
the eventual and conscions removal of all civie
disabilities resulting from caste distinotions. This
figures prominently in the introductory part of the
manifesto, but is conspicuous by its absence among
the definite itams of constructive work which the
party proposes to itself, This discrepancy does not
help to dispsl the suspicion that the mention of
civic equality has been forced upon the Decean
Nationalists by the recent vigorous agitation of
the non-Brahmans seconded throughout by the
Liberal party and is only meant as a vote-caiching
device, with the additional object perhaps of
saving its face with the progressive Nationalists
in other provinces. No one will rejoice more than
ourselves if this party leaves behind its past which
does not exactly redound to ifs glory;. and we will

do nothing to add to the very serious handicap:

with which it slarts in retrieving its creditif iis
future is going to reveal someihing very different
fron its history of the last fifty years. Its tradi-

tion, which hasbeen maintained unbroken through-

out these years, is one of uncowpromising opposi-
tion to all rational reform. Its methods of
engineering this: opposition cannot bear serutiny..
It has won iis way to popularity mainly through
its social reactionaryism., Thia position it has
only slightly varied of late. Finding that social
reform gained ground throughout, the party sought
to represent social reform as of no consequence till
self-government was won; thus evading, where
possible, & pronouncement on the desirability of
aocial reform, it still tried to relegate it to the
background and declared all those as unpaitriotic
and even subservient to Government who would
press forward questions of internal reformation.
But now the march of events has rendered this in-
tolerable, and here the party appears in its new pose

as the opponent of all the inequalities and injustices.

which it upheld for half a century. No one would
acouse us of uncharitableness if, in discussing this
party’s programme, we paused for a while on its
antecedents and were a little soeptical in accept-
ing its bona fides. Apari from other things, as a
matter uf more tactics, with a view to induce &
belief in its sincerity in regard to this programms,
the party should have mentioned some item in
social recunstruction for whieh it would work in
practice. A mere acadmic adherence to this
policy, though it mueans much coming a3 it does
~ from Mr. Tilak, is of no practical value. The
Liberal candidates, we are sure, will place in the
forefront of their programmes social legislation
with & view to bring the ancient law now in force

into conformity with modera requirements, and,

then Mr. Tilak’s opinions will be immediately put
to the test.
But recently we have hal, in the utterances

of two prominent members of the party in the

Becesn, a sharp reminder of the Nstmzza.hst ‘oon-
' ceptions’ of sooiatl squality and of the way in
w!nch those conceptions will find practical exprés-
gion. Mr. V. R. Shinde of the ‘Depressed Classes
Mission is busy getting ;nemi_aers of the so-oalled
, untouchable classes to assert their -claim to civie
- equality. The Depressed Classes Conference, which
met at Sholapuf at the time of the Bombay Pro-
' vincial Conference, passed a resolution ts the:
effoct that the depressed classes should have un-
fettered mocess to all publio roads, dharmashalas,
schools, wells, temples, &o. maintained or aided
out of the public funds. No possible exception
could be taken to this resolution. It is an essen-
tial attribute of demooracy that all publie utility
services should be thrown open indifferently to all
classes of people. Mr. Shinde is trying to induce
local leaders in the various districts to give effact
to this resolution. The Belgaum municipality, ac-
cordingly, resolved to throw open to the depressed
classes the public walls within its areas, which till
now were taboo fo them, The resolution waspassed,
but it seemed a difficult matter to carry it into
offect. The Maharsand Mangsofthe place could not
be persnaded to tread the forbidden ground. There-
fore, My. Shinde visited the place, and in the pre-
sence of the local gentry who hsld libsral views
induced the depressed class people to draw water
from a well which for years past waa elose*d tothem.
The Liberals are in a strong positi-n at Belgaum,
and Mr. Shinde’s ussault on the privileges of the
higher castes won an easy vietory. At Satars,
. however, which is & stronghold of the -extremists,
his activities encountsred a stiff opposition. Mr'
-R. P. Karandikar, a i:eutensnt of Mr. Tilak and n'
veteran Congressman of the Nationalist persua-
sion, made a most unseemly and insehsate attack
upon the whole of Mr. Shinde's propaganda, We
mention this fact, only because it gives us a fore-
taste of the manuner”in which the programme of
civie equality will very likely be carried out by
the Kationalxsés Mr. Karandikar, uniting as he
does social reaction w;th political radiealism, is
sure of a seat’ in the new legislative council from
s Deccan constitueney. There is no knowing that
he will not be a minister, and that his policy will
not be in the ascendant. It behoves us therefore to
mark his words He roundly declared that he was
opposed to the movement for the emancipation of
- the untouchables which was being sonducted by
My, Shinds. He was on the coatrary for main-
taining intact the endless divisions which separat-
od different sections of the dopressed classes, one
from another. Tho restricitions placed by custom,
he said, ought not to be abrograted. They must be
respected by all. This movement for the enfran-
chisement of the untouchables was really directed
sgainst the Brahman ascendancy, but, he warned
Mr. Shinde, that the ascendancy would not ba bro-
ken. He appealed to the audience not to listen
to Mr. Shinde at all. Mr. Shinde was accused of
fomenting hatred between class and class; this is
an acousation freely lovelled agaiust a’ man who




MaAY 6, 1820.

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

181

is suspectrd by the general non-Brahman commu- I permanent settlement. Politicians of a generation

nlty to favour the Brahmans more than the non-
Br.bmans. If he cannot escape such a charge
who can? We ne~d only add that Mr. Karandikar
represents, if anything, & more liberal typs of
Nationalism.

Myr. Karandikar forgot all reasoning in the
violence of his language, but the defect was amply
supplied by a namesake of his on ancther oceasion.
This gentleman is in charge of Mr. Tilak’s paper,
the Kesari,and his ideas are faithfully reflected
in it. Speaking at a calebration in honour of the
Shankaracharya last weok, hedenied that untoucha-
bility involved any humiliating restrictions upon
the untouchables; the higher castes rather, he
declared, imposed restriotions upon themselves with
a view o preserve cleanliness and sainfliness. The
Brahmans with memorable self-sacrifice had de-
voted themselves to contemplation, which parti-
cularly needed a pure atmosphere. If they refused
o have any social intercourse with low castes who
lived & filthy life, why, the untouchables, instsad
of fesling aggrieved, should fee! thankful to the
Brahmans for their wonderful self-mortifieation !
Untouchability implied nothing offensive. Were
not members of their own families untouchable for
some space of time ¥ The life-long untouchability
of the depressed classes was only & logical extension
of the same prinoiple, whioch was essentially
#ound. How dolicious &sll this! We ows 2an
apology to the reader for puiting befors him ifhis
stuff; much worse things appear daily in the
vernacular papers; the Nationalists' popularity is
mainly built upon them and upon irresponsible
eriticlsms against the Government in politieal
matters. We have reproduced here this partisular
passage, because it rgveals as nothing else will the
real atiitude ¢f the average Nationalist towards
the question of establishing * civio equality,” to
whioh the “ Congress Democratic Party’s™ pro-
gramme makes a pointed referonce. ‘

PERMANENT ‘SETTLEMENT.

How will Indian Nationalisni deal with the gques-
tion of Jand revenue under self-government ¥ Will
it adhere to its traditional policy of seeking fo put
& permanent limit upon the State domand, or, will
it yield allegiance to sound economic dootrine and
recover for the State the increment in rents which
agorues apart from the exertions of the owner of
the s0il? That thers is no injustice in the gen-
eral communitly appropriating what is strictly the
result of his own oolleotive energy no one can
gainsay. Any additionsl value whioh & pisoe of
land receives from the general growth of the coun-
try beyond the value of the imiprovements made in
it by the owner rightfully belongs to the Stats, and
it would be madness on our part, just when we are
oasting about for a large expansion of cur re-
pouroces, to think of permanently alienating this
iunearned increment, meroly because in former ses-
sions of the Congress we set up a demand for a

ago wore placed on the horns of 8 dilemma @ while

they knew that the principle underlying periodicsl

rasssessments of land revenue was entirely just:
snd in consonance with advanced theorias in the-
domain of esonomics, they were faced, a$ the same.
time, with enhancements whiclk were out of sall

proportion to the natural growth of rent and which-
often bore hardly upon the oultivator. Neither in

determining the amount of inerease, nor in apply-:
ing its yield to public purposes bad the people any.
voice, and it is nothing strange if, at a time when
the QGovernment themselves were generally believed:
to be favourably disposed to the project of permans
ently fixing the State’s share of the Iand produoce,
the popular leaders salso asked for a psrmanent
gettlement, believing that that was the mosi pros
mising method of securing an exemption from the
extortionate demand of the revenue officials. -The:
eiroumstanses have now radically changed. .Fallk
popular control has not yet been established over
land revenue; still, duly elected representatives
of the people will wield enough power to check
any abusges that may arise in practics in -spplying
the essentially sound theory of renis. The
rales governing assessments will be ocodifi-
ed and any proposal for an ineremse in the
a scale of the land taxr will come up before
the legislative council., With the power whichs

" the popular element will enioy kereafter both

in regard to the budget and legisiation, we
may fairly anticipate that no sericus injustice
will bs done to tha rayat if the oounoil is deters
mined to prevent such injustice. We need nok
therefore fesl constrained by our logalty to the
Congress {0 repeat the demand for:a permanent
sottloment, but must be prevared to throw over-
board this ancient cargo, if we find that it does
not suit the requirements of the present time.

Mr. Ramsay MacDonaid’s authority may be
cited in support of the view above formulated, for
his endorsement will carry: conviotion fo many
minds. Mr. MacDonald thinks it a mistake on
the part of the British statesmen to have converted
tax farmers into Iandowners, and the real land-
owners into mere tenants. “ But,” he says, ! tha
practical difficulties in the way ware so great, the
ascrifice of 8tate rights -and the- handing over to
private pookets as a- gift ‘what belonged to the
Indian nation were so obvious, that &' combination
of simple justice and common-sense thwarled the
Secretary of State; and in 1883 Lord Kimbariep
declared ngainst the extension of the Bengad
system., Ever sinoe then the enlightened opinion
has reijected it, and-were it possible it should .-be
undone, It is not now possibis, but Zemindar in-
comes in permanent setilement distriots ought to
ba subjact to income tax.” The sbrogation of the
permanent revenue sottlement in distriots where it
now obtaina is out of the question, but its extension
to temporarily settied tracts mugt not ba thought of-
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, after stating objsotions
to freeing the land of India and allowing it to be
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regarded as a persunai possession, uphoids the
principle of tempurary seitlement. He says:* The
sums levied in this way appear to be .colossal, but
the principle is sound, and its apparent oppressive-
ness disappears when the real economic nature
of the impost is understood. It represents precisely
whatl land reformers in this country and elsewhers
are now endeavouring to persuade our Govern-
menis bo instijuie, not bacauss they wish to oppress
the cultivator, bui bacause they wish to help him,
and because they believe that they can prove that
a system of private ownership of rents is bad for
topants and evil for the State. It provides revenue
which if, justly sesessed, does not enhance prices
nor affeot the standard of living. The same amount
of revenue raised in any other way would add to
the poverty of the people.... A rack rent is an
oppressive rent, but a true rent is not oppressive,
and it had always beiter be a State revenue thaa
a private incoms.” He proceeds: “ Indian Nation-
alist opinion has never taken kindly to this rent

tax, and if it bad a chanoe it would probably try -

to modify it. The motive for this is complicated,
and self- and class-interest ars not altogether
absent. But apart from that, the tax when con-
sidered erruaesasly and simply as a tax, does look
oppressive,and in a complete indictment of British
adminis:ration and exploitation if does look for-
midable. I defend it stoutly in prineiple, but
I think it has been raised too often oppressively,
and that is where the Nationalist attack cannot
be rebuitted. The error lies here. In theory, the
tax iz a rent; ie practice, & rent should be fixed
on an open market by competition beiween com-
pelitors of a decent standard of living and in
relation to the amount, abova that standard, the
land computed for wiil yield; in other words, it
shou:d be assessed with that standard as its firsé
charge. The habit of the Government, very often
under the pressure uf an all tuo limited exchequer,
has been to exact from the eultivator the ufter-
most farthing, over and above a standard of life
which has been much too low, In theory again,
the annual fixed revenue was supposed to bs an
average in which buth good and bad years were
computed ; but whilst this aasumed that the
eultivator would average his own annual ex-
penditure, as a matter of fact he did not do =o,
and in bad years he did not go to his savings, but
to the moneylender. Over-azsessment and the
rigidity of the payments, theorefore, have un-
doubtedly tended to impoverish the people, and
a system of revenue collection, thoroughly sound
in theory, and meeting the requirements of un-
. assailable economic doectrine, has in praotice
bacome & grievous method of oppression, and the
subject of formidable attack.”

If the prinoiple lying at the base of periodio
settlement of land revenue is unexceptionable, we
oan deviee safeguards to prevent its unjust work.
ing. That will bse well within our power
‘Let us direct our attention to that aspect of
the question rather

than to the introdue--

tion of permnanent settlement whose very basis

is unsound, Let us not for the sake of mere

formal consistency saddle the country witha

system which is not to the interest of the general

{
i

mass of the people. As Mr. MacDonald has acute.

ly observed, it is to be hoped that “the Nationa-
lists will regard consistency as all honest men do
—as & very valuable possession, but not quite a0
valuable as to ba bought by the cacrifze of justice
Mr. MacDonald thus sums up his remarks on this
subject, with which I am in entire agreement:—

“If the financial policy of self-government
would make the land revanue a real rent on the
prinociples I have indicated, it would be all to the
good ; if it is to set up a new claim to proprietor-
ghip it will be all to the bad, The following points
may be stated categorically as they indicate the
policy which ought to be pursued :

1. The Permanent Settlement typified in
Bengal was wrong not only politically, but econo-
mically, because it was neither ‘a Siate rent nor
had it the advantages of a flexible tax.

2. The periodic valuation of land for the pur
pose of fixing a State rent tax is scund economi-
cally, because it aims at securing for the State
values which have not been created by the labour
of the cultivator. The tax, however, should never
excvoed an economic rent.

. 3. Whilst mistaken impositions may impo-
verish the eultivator, that is not a necessary €0he

sequence of the land tax; and the cultivator ia

more impoverished under the Bangal system unless
it is guarded by acode of land legislation, and even
then his economic position as a tenant is not so
goud as it is' when he is an occcupier under the
State.

4 The land tax requires elasticiiy of im-
position and its changes should be gradual.

5. Irrigation justifies a larger percentage of
the uet produce being taken, because it is not what
is taken, but what isleft, which determines whether
the cultivator is justly done by. :

6. The gross yield of the Iand tax ought to
increase as the agrisultural prosperity of India
advances and as prioes riss.

7. The sconomic condition of India is such
that rent paid into the publis- funds is necessary
unless taxation of an oppressive kind is to be pro-
posed on consumers and paid from the incomes {in
the form of high prices) of the very poorest grades

of the people.”
A CrITIC.

" INDIANS IN EAST AFRICA,
TEE following memorandum was submitted on
April 19 to the Secretary of State for India and
the Secretary of State for the Colonies by a de-
putation under the auspices of the Indians Over-

soas Association ;—
INTRODUCTORY.

In the year 1920 it might seem a work of
supererogation to insist upon the fact of the ancient
association of India with the Eastern Territories
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-of the African Continent. The local Administra-
- tion of the British East Africa Protectorate and
‘His Majesty's Government should be fully aware
-of all the facts relating to that association, but
that they are in danger of being forgotten is clear
“drom Part 1 of the final Report of the Economio
-Commission issued last year by the Government
of the East Afriea Protectorate. That Commission
-was sppointed by the Governor of the Protectorate
and was presided over by a high officer of the
Administration. The Report was signed by him
{n common with the other mambers of the Com-
mission. In Chapter £ a historioal survey of East
-Afrioa Is given. It is inoredible that the signa-
tories of this Report were ignorant of Ingdia's
historie conneotion with these territories, yet the
-astonishing faot remains that this chapter con-
~taine not a single refarence to India or her peopls,
and the only conclusion thet can be properly come
to by a pesusal of this chapter, together with
-Chapter 7, {s that the omission of any such re-
ference was deliberate. It will be nacessary at
-& later stage to revert to the allegations contained
-ip Chapter 7.
HISTORICAL.

Indian trade connection with Zanzibar and
sthe East African Territories is almost pre-historig,
It is, ot any rate, upwards of three centuries old,
-and it is notorious that since the middle of last
-oentury, from the time of Lord Canning, British
Indiane and the Government of Indis have taken
-8 vory active part in extending British influence
-in Edst Africa. 1t was admitted befora the Sander-
-aom Committee, in 1910, by Sir John Kirk, with
.probably an unequalled knowledge of the Pro-
v$ectorate, that “but for the Indisns we (the
British ) should not be thers now, It was entirely
+through being in possession of the influence of
these Indian merchants that we ware enablad to
+build up the influence that sventually resulted in
-Our position.” OCne of the main grounds stated
for granting the Royal Charter to the Imperial
-British East Afrioa Company in 1888 by Queen
‘Viotoria was that it was caloulated to be advan-
ttageous to the " commeroial and other interests ™
-of the British Indians and that * the posseasion by
-8 British Company of the East Coast_line* would
‘protect British Indian subjects from “ being com-
rpelled to reside and trade under the government
and protection of Alien Powers.” In the early
-daya of the conquest and pacification of the Pro-
teotorate, Indian soldiers bore & very honourabla
part, and the history of events in Natal at the
-outbreak of the Boer War was repeated when, at
the boginning of the late World War, the timely
belp given by India in men, money, and material
#0 East Africa saved the country from complete
-destruction and its occoupation by the German
forces. The earliest transport facilitier in the
Protectorate were provided by Indian contractora
-and labour. The main factor in opening up the
‘interior of the country was the construction of the
Wganda railway, entirely by Indian labour and

subordinate staff, under the most tryiog conditions
and with considersble loss of life, Since then
very large numbers of Indian traders, merchanis,
agriculturists, artisans, and labourers have mig-
rated to the country at the express invitation of
the loeal Government, and relying on justice and
equal treatment under British rule. This enter
prising, loyal, simple-living,and law-abiding Indian.
population has rendered invaluable service to the
sountry in its industrial and commercial develop-
ment, and has introduced into and invested in it
very large sums of money in the erection of large
numbers of substantial and permanent buildings,
comprising several streets and bazaars entirely
owned by Indians, in tho chief fowns of the Pro-
teotorate and also in Uganda. In his book, * My
African Journey " { s journey undertaken by him
88 Under-Seoretary of State for the Colonies ), the
Rt Hon. Winston Churehill, at present the Secre-
tary of State for War, wrote: “It is the Indian
trader, who, penetrating and maintaining himself
in all sorts of places to whioch no white man ocould
go, or in which no white man could earn a Living,
has, more than anyone else, developed the early
baginniogs of trade, and opened up the first slender

means of communication.”
) THE PRESENT POSITION.

By far the greater proportion of the clerical
and mechanical staff on the Uganda railway and
in its workshops consists of Indians, and large
numbers of Indian clerks are employed in the
Government offices and commercial houses, The
erection of buildings throughout the eountry is
oarried on by Indian contractora and artisans, and
sbout 80 per cont. of the trade and commerce of
the Protectorate is oarried on by Indians. The
present European population of the Protaotorate
is said to be approximately six thousand, and
includes a considerable propertion of officials,
military, and missionaries. In 1911 slightly more
than one-half of the European population was
actually engaged in the development of the country.
The proportion to-day so engaged is believed to be
not very much greator. The present Indian popula-
tion of the Protectorate is certainly not less than
25 thousand, and it is estimated that it is between
38 and 35 thousand.

It ia thus clear that, apart from the pioneer
charaoter of Indian enterprise in East Africa, the
Indian population of the Proteotorate is com-
siderably greater than the European. Its invested
oapital is far greater, its hold upon the trade and
ocommserce of the Protectorate is four-fifths of the
whole, and it psys a very much larger proportion
of the taxation of the country than does the Euro-
pean population. No impartial observer ocould
fail to come to the conolusion that injall essentials,
including those of climate, tbe Protectorate is, in
faat, apart from the native population, an Indian
and not a Eurcpean Colony. Indeed, Indian law
is, and was as a matter of course, administered in
East Africa. So distinguished and disinterested
a traveller aa Dr, P. Chalmers Mitchell, in & dis-
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pateh appearing in The Times of Mareh 186,
1920, says: “The retail trade is almost wholly in
the hands of the Groeks as far as the Sudan, and
to the South, of Indianms. Indian and Japanese
products are ousting British, ... The goods are
adapted for local European and native require-
ments. ...Indians are rapidly gaining control of
the ivory, hides, and other markets. There are
branches of Indian banks in every centre.,” Dr.
“Mitcokell, being a stranger, could sot bave known
that. Indian trade existed in the Proteotorate
generations before any British goods were in-
troduced.
. EURQPEAN AND INDIAN RELATIONS.

"In apite, however, of their prior claims to con-
gideration at the hands of the authorities, due to
their pioneer work in the carryingof the preducts
of modern civilisation tc the barbarous and semi-
barbarous peoples of the counfry, and the vital and
trading risks ineidenial thereto, and notwithstand-
ing their numerical preponderance and the im-
menssly superior proportion of private Indian
oapital invested in the country, the Indian settlers
did not adopt & dog-in-the-manger policy. They.
did not demand preferential treatment. They did
not demand European exclusion, nor did they
agitate for the imposition of disabilities upon such
Europeans as were already settled or might be
allowed to settle in the Protectorate. On the con-
trary, they were not afraid of competition, and
woloomed and were willing to oo-operate onabasig
of equality with all new-comers, whether Indian
or European. Some prominent members of the
Indian Community even want out of their way to
recommend the sounéry for European settlement
as well as Indian. In the early days of the British
administration of the Protectorate, the relations
betwesn the Indian Community and the Admini-
stration were of a very friendly character. The
Foreign Office, which at that time controlled the
Administration, fully recognised the invaluable
and indispensable services rendered by India and
the Indian settlers. Shortly after the Boer War
s number of maleontent Dutch settlers from South
Afrios, dissatisfied with the conditiona in the
neighbouring German Territory, migrated to the
Protectorate, and eventually settled in the area
known as the "Highlands.” These settlers brought
with them the bitter South African racial prejudice
directed against coloured people, and together
with other white settlers, with experience of con-
ditions in South Africa and other sslf-governing
portions of His Majesty's Dominions, bu$ entirely
‘ignorant of Indian traditions and customs and of
the esrlier history of the Protectorate, com-
menced an agitation against the Indian settlers
with the objeot eventually of reducing them to the
same position of inferiority as has been the un-
happy fate of their countrymen in South Africa.
At first these sfforts met with no suocess, to the
great chagrin of the white setilers, who pressed for
the transfer and the control of the Administration
from the Foreign Office to the Colonial Office,

. His Majesty's Indian subjsets in Bast Africa date
their principal troubles fiom the beginning of
Colonial Office administration in East Africa,
Without endeavouring to determine how far the
Colonial Office was responsible for the change,
they nevertheleas beliove that a deliberate attempt
was mado at that time to alter the whole character
of the Administration—which, before then, had
been equitable and even-handed to all sections of
the Community, but which thersafter, under the
growing influenceof the Sonth African immigrants
or other settlers having similar experience in
European-controlled British Colonies, so as to
give advantages and preferential treatment to the
white settlers under the pretext that the Pro-
teciorate should come more and mora under
European influences in the intergsts of the native
population. In Auvgust 1907 the Land Board of
the Protectorate recommended that Governmensé
land in certain specified areas should nof be
allotted $o Indians, but should be reserved for
HEuropean sefilement. In tranemitting the resciu.
tion to the then Secretary of State, Lord Eigi

the Commissioner of Lands reminded him thz
the claims of the Indian Community eould not be
lightly diaregarded, secing that they were in the
country long before Europeans had setiled thers,
that but for Indian labour the Ugsnda railway
would never have been constructed, that most of

the trading wealth of the countiry was in the hands
of the Indians, and, Sfnally, that Indians were
British subjects. Unforfunately, as had happened
scme months earlier in the case of Indians in
South Afriea, his Lordship did not give to these-
powerful considerations the importanes that they
merited. In a dispatch to the Governor, dated
March 18, 1908, Lord Elgin said: “With regard

sonant with the views of His Majessy's Govern-
ment to impose legal restrictions on any section:
of the Indian Community, but as a matter of ad-
ministrative convenience, granis should not be-
made to Indians in the upland areas.” It is sub-
mitted, in the first place, that the rights and the-
weoll-being of His Majesty's Indian subjects ought
never in a territory such as British East Africa
" to have been subordinated to mere “administrative-
‘oonvenience;" but, beyond that, it is eommon
"knowledge that mno question of “‘administrative-
'gonvenienos” was at issue at that time. The-
' European settlers wished to reserve the whole of
‘the uplands ares, one- of the healthiest ‘and best
iptsifrt;ps of the Protectorate, for themselves. Not
that they wished themselves to develop the country.
_They relied and still rely entirely upon native
"labour for that purpose; but they wished to live:
'alife apart from and out of contact with the
Indian Community; and to reserve for themselves-
' the most favourably situated arsas, access to
which has been made possible oanly by Indian
enterprise and labour. The departure from prin-
'oiple on the flimsy ground advanced by His-
' Majesty's Government was disastrous, and from.

to the granting of land to Indians, it is not econ--
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thet time the I(nidié:';‘ position™has gradually.Jgone
And wheress, in ocontrast.
with the reservation ef the upland area for

from bad to.worse.

exclusive wi ite settlement, it was generally .un-

-dergtood that the lowlands were to be reserved for

Indian settlement, it is significant and charac-
teristic of the unfairnese of the white settlers that
they are to-day engaged in an endeavour to secure
the sssent of the Colonial : Office.to an ancroach-
ment upon the Lowland areas.

‘When the war broke out the Indian Commauni-
¥y was specially requested and loyslly consented
to- abstain from cantroversial agitation. Their
consent was obiasined on the understanding that
such abstention was to be reciprocal. Unfortunately,
neither the Government nor the Eurcpean seiftlers
abided by the agreement. Raoial differentiations
of an administrative, as well as of a3 legislative,
character have followed fast, until to.day thesitua-
tlon is such as to agitate the people of India, who

-are asking with the utmost anxziety whether the

tragio bistory of the Indian population of South
Afriea for whioh, fo a very large sxtent, they hold
HIS Majesty's Government responsible, is to .be
repeated in East Afries, with far less possibility of

ustification, and where the Administration is ‘not,

as in BSouth Africa, that. of a self-governing
Dominion enjoying responsible government, but of
& Protectarats directly oontrolled by _Hia

Majesty's Government, who must bear the full |

responsibility for sll the consequences of the
adoption and continvance of the present racial
policy which they have initiated or permitted.

{ To be Concluded. ) '

MATERNITY AND INFANT WELFARE.

THE msjority of women in India look upon preg-
nancy and motherhood a8 & natural part of their
livee—nay a slight delay in it causes anxiety ;
One is, however, sad to think how inadequately the
Indian womanisequipped with the necessary know-
lodge that an expectant mother has got to have, In
the first plaoe, she is too young as a rule, when
the duties of a mother fall upon her. Secondly, as
times are changing, ciroumstances very often
deprive her of the experience and knowledge which
other grown-up ladies in the house havs, as she has
to live away from them. This makeszher position
very difficult indeed if she does not know anything
about her duties as a mothaer. Praventisn is a!ways
better than oure, and a young woman who knows
all about pregnancy and the care of a ohild ‘i;;ﬁ
not only help hersslf but would add to the- ‘strength
of the country by fostering a strong and healthy
generation,

Mra. Ruth Young's bock on * Maternity and
Infant Welfare " written in 185 pages'will meet
with the waat so keenly foelt by parents who are
bringing up the present generation. The book is
divided intc three parts and s very useful ap-
pendix. The first part treats of pregnancy—its

* Published by Mesars, Butterworth & Co., Caloutta. Prics
Fa 1-3,

" prove of immense value.

wormal and abnormal- course.and the puerperivm
or the period immediately following- upon » delix
very. The second part’ treats “of Fnfant Welfare
and the third of the work of Health Visitors. Eack
part is again divided into. .different ¢hapters and
treats the subject in an easy. lavguage, which _is
intelligible even to & layman., .The hook, however,
assumes a certain knowledge of midwifery. The
question of aeptic fever after delivery is very pro-
perly emphasised.” This’ ealamity is batter pre-
yented than oured, and henca it is very necessarg
not only for a lying-in woman to know every:
thing about it, bat also for ali who 'move in eone
tact withher. Many a life hins beent lost for want
of such a knowledge. The general oare and feed:
ing of a baby have recsived due attention and very,
useful information is given in part two on Infant
Welfare. The subjest is really so’ important and
of such far-reaching vesults that every grown-up’
girl ought to recelve some knowledge about
these things before she ‘becomes a mother. One,
would welcome such books i in different vernaculars
regularly taught in zirls’ High Scheools. For those
who eannot go to schools and learn such an impor--
tant subject different centres with faoilities t&
give advice and help fo expeotant mothers would
We therefore look - upon
such books with great satisfaction and hope they
receive due appreciation from all whe ars eaml
seﬂzed - -t -

‘N L. RANADE.

SELECTIOB}.

' -3
MR. TILAK'S ELECTORAL PROGRAMME

WHY CONGRESS DEMCCRATIC? i »

WE have received from Mr. Tilak “f6r publication a copy’
of a manifesto of what it called *"The Congress Damosratis’
Farty” cnunoiating certain general principles and ocutlining »'
programme of work undef the refom schemd. Ths Congress
Demcoratic party,”we are told, is A party ammated by loyalty
to the Copgress and by feith in Democracy. ' Has the Con-
gress no fajth in Bamoemoy? Or 1s thers a * Congress’
Autooratio,” or a “Congreas Bureanora:m party from whmh
Mr. Tilak hag deemed it pocessary to é;stu;gt:ash his party?
It is not consistent with ithe profeasmn of loyalty to the
Congre:a to adopt & oourse whioh suggests that adherence to
that movement dosa not necessarily meun adhesion to the
principle of demooracy. The public is entitled to know how
far the contente of this manifesto have recelved the stamp
of approeal of the Congress, and how far it is & personal
producsien of Mr, Tilak, which might pass off as a programme,
with the cificial sanotion of the Congress, though it bas nog
received such sanction. I% is hardly likely shat the word
vJamocratio” bas been interpolated in the title of the party
through inadvertence, or merely by way of supererogatory
smphasis, Another point on whick the public wil] be
giad to have an explanation, is whether it is intended to
bring this programme ‘into operation immediately or fifty
years henoa. .
WHAT 12 113 S007AL PROGRAMME ¥ :
The Congrass Democratio party, we are told, “advcoates’

the removal of nll oivic, secular, or scciat disubilities based on-
caste and custem. It beliaves in reiigions tolerationm, the
saeredncss of one’s religion to onesslf, and the right and duty
of she Siate t0 protoct it against aggression.” What precisely
does thiz mean?t Having regard so the faos that the beundary’

{ line bstween aogtial and religicas c¢usioms ia neotoricusly
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indestarminate in this’'country, it is excusable for those who
are nos toial strangers o Mr, Tilak’s mervellons capacity for
sophistry in such matters to entertain lively apprehensions
a8 1o the sxaot purport of these sentences. Does Congress
Derooracy believe in caste or does it not ! It is significant
that in the detailed programme in the manifesto, not
& singie haad or meagure of social legislation finds & place,
MORE MOSLEM THiW IsrLANM.

« The manifesto supports “the claims of the Mahomedans
for the solution of the Khilafat question acpording te Mahoo
medan dogmaw, beliefs, and the tenets of the Koran" A
valued Mahomedan friend’s mordant commenf on this is
worth quoting: “If Mahomedan dogmas and the Koran are
the tests, the Khilafat guestion falls to the ground. These
wera setiled in the life time of the Prophet geversl
genturies befors the Turks established themselves in Con-
stantinople or sven in Amaia Minor.” Responwible and en-
Hghtened Mahomedans do not expect au internationnl dispute
0 be ssttled according to the religions dogmas of one of the
perties to it——and that, too, a defeated party who entered into
a war in whioh he was net conoerned. They also resogaise
shat nothing is to be gained by ignoring the changed oon-
ditions of the swentieth century as compared with the tenth.
All that they ask is that the settlement of the Turkish

question Bhould be substantially in mocord with the Prime

Minister's famous declaration two years ago. In this
demand they have with them the atroog support of
svery thougbtful and patrictio Indian irrespsctive of race
snd creed.

A BTRARGE OMISBION.

The manifesto states that it is the intention of Mr. Tilak's
party to have introduced in Parliamens, '‘with the aid of
members of the Lebour Party,” a new Reforms Bill esta-
Blighing full responsible Goveroment in India, including full
mflitary control, full fzonl freedom, and an exhausiive De.
slaration of Righis with constitutional guarantees. Mean-
while, it will work the Montagu reforms for all they are worth.
And, by way of sample, it offera & list of eleven subjeotm on
which it appeals for votes for its candidates {n the ensuing
slectiops, Several of them such as the repeal of repressive
inww, jsil reform, retrspohment in militsry expenditure, ze-
eruitmont of all.pubiio gervicss by open competitive examina-
tion, free and compulscry education and so on, are common-
places of every politioal gathsring. One of the most import-
ant reforms which the National Congress has pressed forward
sinos it came into axultsm:q has been loft out of thig las,
mamely, the separstion of executive from judicial funotions.
The list, no doubt, doos not profoss to be exhautive, but no one
who bad an organic vigw of administrative reform could have
ignored even in a much less exhaustive list this subject which
%ouchss the administration of justice. The omission is due,
of couse, to mndvertanea, but inadvertence in regal‘d ‘to puch
sn importeat question discloses lack of perapective and failure
to grasp tho fundaments] principles of a sound administrative
system. I% may be said that the question does not lis within
she competence of Ministers, No more do some others pro-
minextly incinded in this oatalogus, auch for instance, anthe
repsal of reprossive legislation, the nationalisation of rallways
the oreation of a cititen army, and the permansnt Ryotwari
sstilement of 1and revenas,

NEGATION OF THE DEMOCRATIO PRINGIFLE.

Thise 1aat, and the control of export of food stula by a tariff
are two original planks in this Congress Demooratio platform.
Did nzybody ever hear of & permanent revsnue ssttiemant as
» democratic measure? The whole trend of demacraiic

" legislstion is to iosist o the natiopal ownership of land and

of the right of the Btate, that is, of the community, to a large”

sbiare of the unearned increment. But hera is a party oslling
itself by the double-barrelled namse -of Congress Demcoratic
which deliberately embodies in its programme & polioy whichis
tho most sophatic negaticn of demooracy wherever it mtill
oxisis. The late Mr. Bomesh Chander Dutt, a$ an eariy pars
of tiis public career, coquetted with the idon of A permanent
settiement of land, but eventually gave it up ia favour of the

‘ rational idea of the long term settlsments, libefal asllowanse fn_r-_%

Y

the ryot’s improvements, and the fixing of & modorate waxi-
maum limit on periodical enhancements. Thess provisions wilk :
give tha ryot ail the relisf he requires whils safeguarding the *
parmanent interests of the nation. We ¢an oniy sxplain the
resusocitation of this idea in Mr. Tilak's programms as o device
to cateh . the votos of the ignorant peamsantry without nny
regard to political principles.
.. FIS0AL QUACKERY.

The same obssrvations apply with, if possible, greater
foroe to the proposal of an export duiy on foodatuffe. Even in
the mostintensely protectionist quarters, an sxport duty Is re~
garded as anaot of oppression. The father of the National
system of Political Economy, Friedrich List, has laid down
that prohibition of or dutiss on exports can only be thought
of 84 an sxoeptional thing. Ifit isa2id that the measurs is
recommended not as one of protsction but a3 a means of redu-
cing prices, the answer is that the pressat high prices are not
the result of exports from the country but of the inflazion of
the currency in most countries of the world inoluding India:
Further, an sxport daty on foodstuffs may have the effect of &
further rigs in prioea, for foodsinfls are neceasities and pot
luxuries, and tho demand for them csnnot be appreciably re-
duved by putting up prices. Aa slementsey kaowledge of
economics is snough to show that an export duiy operates in
a totally different manner from an impors duty. Apart from
theory, howsver, what will be the effsct of an export duty on
food-grains ? For & year or two after levying it, there may be
& fall in pricos, though even thisis doubtiui, as grains keep.
After that, there is sure to be & contraction of the area unler
food-orops, which will be given over to more paying export-
orops. The extension of she area under food orops under the
" stimulue of the export trade operates as a valuable stand-by
" to the country in times of searcity or famine. The rains may
fail or floods rise in one part of the country, and the axport-
able aurplus inthe others automatioally flows towardathe area
in defisiency in preference to overseas markeis. And is Indian
Democracy going to follow such =z churlish, not to say, inhu-
msn polioy as to refuse to fellow-nations the foed which they
need acd oan pay for, and which she can prouuce beyond her

own pesds ?

A PoLIOY OF DISUNITIEG INDIaA.

The Tilak slectoral programme reveals a grievous lack of
oonstructive statesmanship, It does more. It shows that if
the party which has adopted it, gets the eontrol of national
affaira, the benefioent, nation-building work which has pro-
grossed duriog the last century, will be undone. We have
oalled attention above tothe significant ommission of measurea
to give sffect to theflamboyant declarations of the manifestoin
regaré to the abolition of social abuses and privileges. Wo have
pointed out the utterly undemocratic character of the proposed
iand policy asd to the charlatanism of the fistal policy
foreshadowsd in the manifestc. Two other items in the
programme deserve atiention, One is the declaration in
favour of linguistic provinces. We are guite alive to the advan-
tage of having one vernacular for one administrative area,
But lingunistic provinces, that is, the constitution into 4 single
provinoe of all people spesking the same vernacular, ip
cther words, making language instead of administrative con-

" ypnienee the YdSis of main administrative divigions, is an anti-
" naticmal policy. If all Marathi-speakers, all Hindi-speakers,

&1l Bengali-spoakers, all Telugu-speakers, and so on, are to be
constitnted each into a provinse of their own. the unifieation
of India and & united Indian netion will become the wildest

* of ohimeras. ‘This I8 what the Tilak programme aims at doing.

_The sounder polioy, in our view, is to have small sub-provinces,
* say, of an average:of five millions of populntion each, and each
of these small sub-provinces should as for as .poseible have
"only one vernaculat. That is to say, there will bo three or

_four Marathi administrative divisions, two Gujarati, perhaps

ten or twelve Hindi, three Tamil, four Teluge and 50 on. Thess,
while securing all the advantages of single-language provinces.
will not lend themselves to the danger of linguistic provinces.
Eeunomw snd other considerations will have to be taken
into consideration in forming the administrative sub-provinces.
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We are not formulating & out and dried scheme, but only in-
distating the outlines of one.

: UNpERMINING Enorisa EDUCATIGN. .

The other item iz the Tilak programme has a close bear-

ing on this. It is the making of the vernaculars the medivm

of higher aducation. We balieve that & good deal more than

s being done mighs and ought to be done to "raise the impor-.
tsnce of the vernaculars o cur #ystem of higher sducation. .

But any attompt to undermine the position of English in that
symiem will be fatal to national interests. That the Tilak
party usder the guiss of improving the vernmaoulars con-
teraplatea an zttack on what for want of a betier term may
bs oalled English edueation, is evident. This ia precisely what
Lord Curzon was aocused of doing and the Indian public will
remember Mr. Sokbale's Tamous philippics against that policy.
‘We do not thick that the conntry will accept from Mr. Tilak
s policy the suspivion of which roused it to vehement protest
sgoinst Lord Curzou. The manifesto clears the'air. It shows
that tha Tilak pirty—not the Congress—ihough it has assum-
ed the name of ' the Congresa Demooratic Party,” believes
neither in the principles of the Copgresa morin those of
Doemoorasy. The name is evidently intended to concsal and
not to reveal the true character of she Tilak programme. The
Tilak polioy is the quini.ssence of the narrowest kind of
partioularism. We do not think that the country wants back
the rule of the Peishwan.— Thv Indian Soecial Reformer.

ASIATIC TRADING IN THE CAPE
COLONY.

M=. PorLax's ACCOURT.

The follewing is an extract from “The Indiana of Bouth
Afrios™ by Mr. Hy. 8 L, Palak =

The Denlsrs’ Lissnces Aot, too, has been sopied from that
of Natal. Divisional Qouncils have the power %o refuse
Hoenoes, and there is only the most problematicsl right of
appeal t0 the Sapremoe Cours. As a result, many Indian traders,
bave been refused now licences, whilss others have bheen re
fusad transfors of existing ones. Buk the worst of all ia the
wholesals refusal of hawkers’ licsnces taroughout the Colony
resulting in the ruin of huidreds of Indian hawkets, some of
many years’ standing whose sxtlootion wae specially oontem-
plated by the law, though the Aot i in general terms. In

CUzpe Town itaslf, hawkers can atill get liconses. but in the |

suburbe. iz each of which a fresh Hoence is required, no hawker

¢ah obtain ons. Shortly after the Aot was passed, the Dia-
mond Fislds Advertiser; of Kimberley, said :

‘We do not thick that the masjority of thinking colonists

havs any desire to be unfair to the British Indians already

in the gountry. There will ba no wholesale confisoations |

of vested rights.

Unfortunately, the majarity of the colonists are not of the
thoughful variety, and hawkers of many years’' atanding, as
woll as tradars. have bosp daprived of their vested rights. And
shortly after the Kimbetley paper wrote the above, the Mayor
of that town said, that

It was the intention of his Council to refuss any appli-
oatien for s hawkar's licence which might be applied for
in Kimberley. Now thay had the power to desl with them
and aow was thair glorious opportucisy,

Thug were the prophets donfounded | Quite an intoresiing
scane wan anactel as the monthly meeting of ths Cape Diwi-
sianal Council hsld on Navembar §, 1807, to consider applioa-
tiona for parmission to apply for icences to trade oa genersl
dealors. The Cape T:mes desoribed it as follows :

Not muoh time was wantad in Jrefusing thejapplics-
tloas or refsrcing vhm baok for further information. ...
Numbers I, 2, 3 5. §, 7 and 9 { the Indian applivants) were
refused atriichtw v aud sambsrs & 30d 8 {the European
applisaots} « ere reierrad bick. The procedure:was some-
thing as telivwa: The -~eoretary would read out the Fanis
tary Inspuotor’s Hepott vn the stata of the premizses. .an
Before M. Curtis hud read half-s-doszen lines, Mr. Gibbs
would sbout vut *Nut granted™, and the other Councillors
followad syin. .. “indians™ said Mr. Gibba with great

:

" moorm, * I mt none of them—nm di sha nationnhty ’

I am not in favour of these Indians coming here at all and.

I wouid like togee a9 many of them as possible gstting owt

of this country. . . . Why. thoy live on the gmell of an oil

rag and slesp on the butter. I.will do everything inmy

power whatsver Council I'm cn to drive them out, .

A Europesn Law Agent, commenting npon thess procosd-
jngs in the Cgpe Times, complained that in the majority of
oaseg, the licences had been refused for no reason whatever
of simply becauss the applicant was sm Indian or of some
other nationality. . : '

In some instances,” he procesds, “my clients have been
sducated men who could resd, writs and speak Enghsh
fluently,

And adds: ]

It does appear very hard that in a British Colony these
mseh, who are Britisk subjects, and have gone to the
trouble and expenas of masatering the English language fo
a gertain degree should be boycotted. They smploy sx,
agent and g6 to considerabls expsnse to endeavour te
obtain a licence and invariably meet with a refusal for oo

rhymoe Or Teas0n.
‘E‘he Cuape Argus, o prominent daily, publighed the following:

It has been brought £6 our notica that, in many oases,
the suburban and Mupcipal Counecils, acting under the
powers conferred by the General Dealers Act, have refused
ths renewa! of licencss to Indian traders agninst whoss
charaster and busitiess not a wardcan besaid, ... Itisa
orzel thing to deprive men with established businessof
their liveithood. These men oan only reslisestock ats
heavy loss. At the very least, they might have fair warn-,
ing that their licences would not be renewed after n cer-
tain dats, though even that would hardly be fair when
the men have bsen allowed to set upin trade with
the prosumption that their business would be permanent,
Finally, the Hoa. J. W. Sauer, one of the Cape Ministers, -

bas thus, in ihe Caps Parliamont, scathingly characterised the

_Conrta appointed under the Licensing Law to decida upon the

- guestion of the issus or

re-issue of trading licences in the
Coleny:
It was the only iunstance on record that -hs could

find in any civiiieed country in the world where the Jud- .

gos were interested.(Mr. Sane? obviocusly doss hot regard

Natal ag oivilised 1) Thée Acet constituted a Court of pre- -

judiced Judges. Itwasan imqmte:is prmﬁpfe and it had

worked most perniciously, .. Don't'iét them g0 iato.
hypocrisy of constituting 4 'Court which they knew was
baissed and prejudiced ahd which was ruy in the interests
of & particular cla€s to oreate & mono}}oiy. . . . The great-
est injustices had oocuréd and the moat feputabls peopls
had been refused lidences by interested parties. ... Doz't
1ot theim constitute a’ Court whioh was ‘biassed and don't
let them protond it way in the interesin of the white wayg
or ig the interests of morality or for sanitary reasons
that they did this. The basis of it &all was to prevent
competition. .., It was a scandalous thing that there
should be a Court constituted like this, and he would do
his very utmost to get ithe law, as it now stood upon the

Statute-Book, repealed beoause he belisved it wag a pioos

of hypocrisy, the very worst piece of humbug he had ever

g65n on the Statute-Book.

8o that a man has actually stood forth in Cape Colony to
pmtell: agaipat & piece of wicked legislation whose object
and sffest have been to ruin innocesnt, harrl-workmg, lInw-abid-
ing citizens |
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Take“the Offensive -
AGAINST CATARRH.

Meny pecple are mclmed to peglect tlus disesse in
its early stages—don't commit guch an error | Catarrh
" gives rize to mony diseapes guch a8 ;—Bad Si; ht, Deaf-
ness, By Fever,” Asthma, Broh{!hlﬂl{, Sore Throat, In-:

“8uenza stc. To effectively cure any Catarrhal disease:

" you MUST remove the Cstsrrh and that is whet most
temedies fail to do. . The Actina treatment getn right to
the root of the frouile and its powerful v r courses
thzough even the minutest nerves and i:l -vessels in

- direct’contact with the-afected membranes removirg the

" ongestion, and restoring Lealthy  circulation. - Invest
fz. 25-8 {plus poatage etc.) in an Actine and save spe-
cialists’ fess. Valusble Bocklet entitled*Prof. Wilson's,
Trertise on Disease’ contsining particalars of our. Con- -
ditional Trial Offer and testimonials post free from Rai
B 8. Bhandari, M. &., Batala, (India}.

A—— ———— o
.

AC‘ m A Ra‘fE}RAL
L 1 TRE&TMEKT W
Dr. BAILUR’S MEDICINES.
BIVA-JWAR, BALAGRABA
Ague pills. CHURNA.
Price As. 8. ¥ Epileptio powder.
Per botile. _ Price Re. 1.
‘Per hottle.

Ask for our éatalogue for other madlnmes &
Particulars. '

Libsral eommlssmn for Marchants

Dr. H. M. BRILUR.
Dispensary, BELGAUM,

"THE BOOK OF THE HOUR.
THE GOYERNANCE OF INDIA

& BAND-BOOEK OF PROGRESSIVE FOLITICS

r BY BABU GOVINDA DAS

Babu Govinda Das's‘book o1 the * Governance of India ™
sffers a construstive Scheme of reforme in the Indian constrac-
don. The book iz full of original and fruitful observations,
ths rasult of the ax}thér 8 cctztmuéﬁ study and reﬁestion on
the anbject for yaahi .

Crown 8 vo. C‘i’oﬁ: Bound.
Price Bs. 3. Saiucgtbzzs of Indian Reyisw Rs. 2-8.

G- N. .NAT&SAK & Co., Madras.
BODK OF THE HOUR.

. Ourrency,Beform in India

BY
Pro? Y. G. KALE,

The author has mads out a very strong ocase in
favour of a sound gurrepoy and exchange system
for Indiz. Every one who wishes to understand
the exchange problem should read the book, which
I8 extremely instruective. _

FPrice Ite. ©ne,

Coptes may be had from bocksellers or :—

The Rryabhushan Press, Poona @ity.
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Notice to {.onmbutors.

The Editor cannot underfake to return rejecled
Maa, or any other confributions sent to him,

! .
b

NOTICE.

Wanted immediately for tha Amritsar Muni-
pipahty a Secretary on a salary of Ras. 700-40-900-
;}far mensem, ' )

+  Applications stating qualifications and ac-

companied by copies of testimonials, together with

the folowing paréiculars should reach the Seore---

tary, Municipal Committes by the 14th Ksy, 1920,

Date of birth.

Ns’tzonahty or @astg

Where educated.

‘Ezamination passed.

Practical experience, if any. )
Last employment and reason of termina-
tion. ‘
Short history of services in previous em~
ployment.

SECRETARY, Municipal Committee,

: AMRITSAR.

CUT ME ©UT

and mail me, with your nams and sddress, to
Good Luck Co., Benares City.

I will bring you, per V. P, P., one COSSI SILK SUIT length 4
.for Rs. 12 only. These piecos are economioal, hard wear

o 3o

.

oo

=2

snd bsndsome ever made.

Test thern any way you pleaa-Why not give it a trial ?

PR EME aau FEE FORSAS SR AN AN+ e -

||||||

THE “CITIZEN’”

A New Liberal Weekly. 3

. ANNUAL SUBSGRIPTION: RS 5, -

éﬁicez 14 A, Westcott Road,
4 ROYAPETTAH, MADRAS..!
m Madras Co-operative Leather ﬁaeds
Factory, Lid., |

STARTED & MANAGED

STHE SEKVRNTS E}F INDIA SOCIETY, i
Will make all kinds of Boots, Shoes, Sandals,

- Belts, Bedstraps, Handbags, Hold-alls, ete., to your | '

complete satisfaction,
It is a workmen's Society. Workmaanship
" Excellent. Rates Modeiate, .

THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY,
‘ ROYAPETTAH—-MADRAS,

Rates of Subseription. ;
( Including postage. ) :

" Yearly T .. - ..Rs. &-0-0
Half'yearly . we e ...Re. 3-8-0
Quarterly '. o Rs. 2-0-0
Great Britain ( Year]y } ~ 16 shillings.

"Bingle Copy e e ..Tia. C0-3-0
e’ - 8.

.Old iesue, per COpy 0—a-D
. Subscriptian mablc strictly in advarce. :
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