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Topics of the S¥ech,

Cevylon.

IT 1a & thousand pities that the snti-Indian
feeling mmong the Sinhalese leaders is growing
apace, and there is yet no rign - of the return of
reason and sanity in their dealings with the Ingians
in Ceylon,” On the 12th inst, the State Council
of Ceylon defented by 26 to 7 votes &n amend-
ment suggested by Mr. I X, Pereira that the fran-
obire should be on the lines recommendeq by the

Donoughmore Commission, ! namely,

five yoar's

residence in Ceylon, Instead, the Couneil carried

by twentv-one votes to twelve Mr, Am

arasuriya's

proposition that the existing restricted Indian

frantchise should be retained.
» .. »

!

THERE bes slways béen eneral a
that the fran‘tlxhise should ;be grgnted onlyg:gegzg::
who had & “permanent abiding interest” in the
country. The differences have arisen as to how
to ascertain this interest, The Donoughmore
Commis_sion suggested that' five years’ residence was
a sufficient test. It was | something definite and
easily ascertainable and does not depend on legal
thblgs and personal disoretion of hostile officials,
The Sinbalese leaders might have suggested another
equally simple and definite test than five years’

residence if they were in

& reasonable moog.

For inetance, they might have a longer residence

&8 the test. But their preference to
system only betrays their maig Jides,

* L ] L)

the present

An argument advanced against the enfrachige-
ment of Indian labourers is that they must choose
between the franchise as mnatives of Ceylon and
the epecial privileges as aliens, and they ecannot
have both. As we have shown already in these
columns, the so-called special privileges of Indians
apply only to labourers, and they are in the nature
of protection for the weak. The Ceylonese
leaders will do well to extend the benefits of the
special protection to the Ceylonese labourers as
well, and thereby not only remove the diserimi-
nation in favour of Indian labourers but also
improve the lot of Ceylonase labourers. Would
the Ceylonese leaders then insist that Ceyloness
labourersalso should be disfranchised booause thew
get the benefit of special labour protection?
In every civilized country weak groups have
special protection in addition to the ordinary
rights in full measure,

* * *

THE auti-Indian feeling which has become an
obsession with the Ceylon Government is more
directly and distressingly displayed by the
decision of the Minister of Communications
to dismise immediately some 6,000 Indians
now employed in his Departmenf. He hopes to
dismiss another 4,000 Indian employees in other
Departments. The distress of these Indian
employees, who, though they were on daily wages,
have, some of them, been perhaps several years
in the service of the Departments and who .will
now find it wvery difficult to find alternative em-
ployment either in Ceylon or in India, has no
restraining influence on, the Minister. Persons are
to be dismissed simply because they sre Indiana
and for no other reason., 'The definition of
Indians as persons ‘;not born in Ceylon” is devae!
tatingly comprehensive. The length of their
residence in Ceylon, their local commitments, the
length of their service, and the acquirement of
the skills needed in Ceylon did not weigh with
the Government. The fact that some Indians are
married . to Ceylonese wives and have sottiegd
down in Ceylon meant nothing to the Gowvern-
ment. The action of the Ceylon Government is
painfully reminiscent of the persecution of Jews
by the Nazis,

* * L
The Digbol Struggle.

THE grim and determined struggle carried
on by the ten thousand workers of the Assam
Oil Company for the last six weeks is remarkabje
in more respects than ome. In the first place the
solidarity among tbe ranks of the workers is
exemplary. In spite of frantic efforts, even marked
by shooting of three sirikers, on the part of
employers to reoruit biackleg laboar, the workers
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have remained firm
consistently refused to go back to work before
their just demands are conceded and long stand.
fog grievances redressed. Actual starvation and
prospects of permanent unemployment bave not
gpufficed to break the undaunted spirit of the
workers. Not only this. Regular anti-strike pro-
paganrda on communalist lines carried on by
interested parties has been unsuccessful in its
nefarious purpose and the unity of the workers
hea been complete to perfection,
L * *

IN the second place the struggle is being
conducted in the most peaceful and unusually
non-violent manner, at least as far as the
workers are concerned. It is notable that the
strikers, in epite of grave provocations including
tho killing of three of their comrades, have not,
even on a single occasion, succumbed to the
temptation of allowing themselves to drift into the
violent methods of picketting. The leaders of the
workers deserve to be congratulated upon the
succeas with which they have been able to preserve
the peace. It is not & joke to keep as many as
teri thousand militant workers from wviolence and
mischicf in the face of abject poverty and con-
si‘erable provocation from every side.

% * ¥

IN the third place the workers have been
abl: to enlist the sympathies not only of the
menial and clerical staff employed in the coneern
but of tho entire population of Dighoi. This
circumstance is as much due to the justice of
their demands and the reality of their grievances
&3 to the thoughtfulness with which their whole
gours? of action is marked. It would not have

been diffieult for them, for example, to induece
their comrades engaged in the public utility
eoncerns of Digboi to join the strike and

thus to paralyse the whole life of the community.
But they have not dome so It is reported that
“drainage, sanitation snd lighting systems have
not been eo far affected by the strike as the
Jabourers at the Waterworks and Biectrical Power
Works have been instructed by the Union to
continue work.” The workers are thus literally
acting up to the famous dictum of the French
philogsopher Bergson: Think zs men of action;
act as men of thought.

* * +

THE cause of the workers, therefore, deserves
every form of sympathy and support from all
fair-minded people. Tha settlement of the dispute,
in spite of the gravity of the situation, is not
vet reported to be within sight. The patience of
the etrikers Is being rapidly exhausted. The
magisterial  enquiry has been completed and its
report has been submitted to the Assam Govern-
ment. In case the
favourable to the workers—and there is nothing to
show that they will not bs2 so—; In ocase the
blame of the unfortunate shooting and killing of
the 18th April last is cast by the report on the
emplovers snd the police, it will be very difficult
to keep the surging fury of the workers within
bounds, We, for our part. will not be shocked if,
after all this patience and forbearance, the workers
lose control over themselves and in sheer despera-
tion and ennui yield to the temptation of indugling
in force nnd violenco., The matter ig extremely
urgent; it cannot brook a moment's delay. This
is-the time for the Assam Oil Compsany and also for
the Assam Government to aot quickly and prevent

L] - 1
in their resolve and bave

findings of the enquiry are

untoward bappenings. It iasurely high time that
the Company took B more practical and less
unreasonable view of the situation and the Assam
Government exerted all the influence at its com-
mand to make it do so. Unfortunately, under such
conditions, the technique of employers and
governments is practically to wait for the outbreak
of violence on the part of workers and then to
crush their movement in the name of ‘law and
and order.’ We hope tha employers and the Govern-
ment, in this particular case, will give more
furious thought to the matter and amicablysettle
the dispute before it is too late, :

. * L ] *

A Black Bill.

TEE Calcutta Municipal Act Amendment Bill
which, sponsored by the Hug Ministry, has recent-
Iy been passed by the Bengal Assembly can be
called a black bill in every seuse of the term.
This bill intends to introduce not only separate
electorates in matters of election to the Caleutta
Corporation  whereas joint eleclorates were so
long in existence in that metropolis and have
been in existence in the other local bodies of
Bengal, but what is ‘worse still, it aims at
reducing considerably the representetion of the
Hindus on the Caleutta Corporation. In the city
of Calcutta, Hindus form 736 per cant of the
population and Moslems only 25 per cent. Even
under a regima of separate elcctorates, if repre.
sentation is given on population basis, then the
Hindus of Calcutta are entitled to 62 peats out
of the total 86 slected sests of the Calcutta
Corporation. But the new bill provides only 47
seats for them. On the others hand, Moslems
who form only 25 per cent. of the population
have been provided with as many as 22 seats
on the corporation. Ope might think that the
greater representation of Moslems on the Calcutta
Corporation inspite of their smaller numbers
might be due to their greater voting strength.
But this again is not the case. It has been
calculated that under the provisions of the new
bill, 331 Moslem voters can ssnd & representa-
tive to the corporation while in the case of the

Hindus, the voters must bz 1500 to send a
representative to the corporation.
* * *

WE fail to understand what justification can
there be for tbis gross discrimination against the
Hindu community = of Calcutta. Supposing the
Huq Ministry wants to introduce election by
separate electorates . in order to safeguard the
interests of the Modlem voters of Calcutta, we
see no reason why it should not fix the repre-

sentation of the different communities on a
population besis, In fact, that is the only
logical course left en to a government bent
on introducing separatk electorates. But the Huq

Minisiry goes much further and by & stroke of
pen reduces the represe itation of the most poqulous
community on the Caleutta Corporation without
any justification whatspever.
% * *
i .
sion on the bill, Mr. Fazlul

DURING the discus} ) ;
Huq tried to show thlat inspite of their reduced

representation, tha Hindus will have & majority
in the Calcutta Corporation and therefore the
management of the colrporation v_nll remain _under
their control. But this’ argament is wholly irrele-
vant to the point at <ssue, It does not matter
in the least, whetherL the Hindus of Calcutta
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retain or do not retain eontrol over the
Caleutta Corporativn, What is inaterial is tbat
they should have thai much representation in tbe
corporation which they are entitled to on a popu-
lation basis, If inspite of getting representation
on a ypopuiation basis, the Hindus fail ko retain
control over the Caloutts Corporation, then mno-
body will accuse the Huq Ministry for that. It
is not the duty of the Huq Ministry to see that
the Hindus retain control over the corpora-
tion, But it is survly its duly to see thal
the Hindus get the representation that they are
entitled to on a population basis,

L] L 4 »

‘BECAURE the Opposition in the Bengal Assembly
argued that separate electorates should not be
introduced in the Culentta Corporation, for in
civie matters there cannot be any difference between
the Hindu and the Moslem jinterasts, Mr. Fazlul
Huq ut once pounced upon that argument- for
justifying the reduced representation of the Hindus.
He said:

* Now, Bir, if they (the Hindus) have mnot got
seats aoccording to the population ratio, what does it
matter ! When thera I3 no such thing as Hindu interest,
whi osonot the Hindu Interest - be protected by Mr.
Nooruddia and Mr. S8hahabuddin? Why, if there is
na such thing as Eindu interest, ocau't you trust
your Moslem brethren?™ ’

This we think is the only explanation which
Mr.- Huq has offered for reducing the representation
of the Hindus on the Caleutta Corporation. The
explanation itself is so absurd coming as it
does from one of the most communally-minded
Moslems, that we should not care to rebut it
Buffice it for us to say that by this gingle act
of reduoing most arbitrarily and wantonly the
represontation of the Hindus on the Calcutta
Corporution the Huq Ministry has shown to the
world that it is most unfit to be the custodian
of the Hindu interests of Bengal. It is clearly
partisan and therefore cennot claim to represent
the interests of the whule of the province, Its
continuance in power will only aggravate the
exinting embittered feelinga between the Hindu and
the Moslem communities of Bengal, It is, therefore,
neoessary that strenuous efforts should be made
to overthrow this most communsily-minded govern-
ment so thet the larger mational interests of
Bengal should be under the prutection of better
and abler bands who wili* "‘use to be guided by
oommunal congiderations.

L * *

Cochin.

THE administration report of Cochin State for
1937-38 has been recently received. Thke year was
charucterised by the grant by the ruler of an
instalment of what, in the existing political
condition of Indian States, must be considered
to be farreaching reforms. Thia consisted
in the transfer  to popular . control of some
of the nation-building departments. Accord.
ing to the publioc declaration of the ruler,
these would be administered by a Minister selacted
by himeelt from among the eleoted members of
the Legirlative Council, That this Minister would
be left free to administer the departments in hig
cha;ge according to the popular wij] and not be
subjected to iuterference in this work by the ruler
is mede clear by the self-denying ordinance which
the ruler publicly imposed upon himself, He has

‘stated that in relation to.the transferred depart-

ments his intention was to act as if he were a
constitutional ruler. The Maharaja's sclemn assuranca
that his paramount sauthority am} prerogative
would be used not to restrict or circumwvent the
powers of the Minister but to eafeguard the
interests of the State is to be welct_)med as an
indication of his desire’ to do everything possible
to ensure the successful working of dyarchy in his
State. The Minister entered upon his duties abous
the middle of June last so that by the end of
the year covered by the report he had been in
office for only two months, It iz thus too soon
to know how the dyarchical scheme was working
in Cochin,
» ™ .

THE reduction in the palace wexpenses-which
took place during the year deserves to be promi-
nently mentioned. From Rs. 6,95,200 during the
previous year they came down to _Rs. 6,00,000. .
It mey also be staied that during tha Jast
four years there is a drop of 20 per .oent
in the Privy Purse. And be it noted that
Re, 6 lakhs is about 9 per cent. of.the dotal
revenue of Coihin which, in comparison with
eimilar proporiions in the generality of Indiam
States, can by mno means be regarded as too high.
It is also undeniable that for such reduction in
tha palace expenses as has taken place the rulgr
is entitled to the gratitude of bhis peopls, All this
is true. Buf when all this is said and .done, wae
canno} lose sight of the fact that the palace ex-
penses not long ago stood at the modest figure
Rs, 414 lakhs, We would take this opportu-
nity to request the Maharaja of Cochin ‘to.revert
to that figure within as short & peried as pos-
sible. To say s0 is mnot to detract from the
admiration that is universally felt for Cochin for
its high educational level and_fc_)r its enlightened
and generally progressive administration,

2 % *

. THE working of the Debt Conciliation Board
In the State may be briefly reforred to - here,
The Board docs not cover the whole State but only
three of its talukas. 201 applications for concilin.
tion mvolv_mg. nearly Rs. 14 lakhs were - pending
at the beg_mnmg of the year under report. 519
fregh applications were recejved during the year
which involved a total debt of vearly Rs, 2114
lakhs, To this must be added another 28 easey
re-admitted for hearing which involved R, 1,40,386.
There was thus a total of 748 applications involving
over Ra. 364 lakhs of debt to be conciliated, 'I'hejr
disposal was a8 follows: 28 applications involving
Ry, 44,260 were conciliated in full, 2 involviang
Rs, 945 conciliated in part, 12 involving abous
Rs. 18500 were compromised by the parties them-
salves at the instance of the Board, and in respect
of two applications involving Rs. 1,888"an agree-
ment was arrived at. 115 applications involving over
Rs. 3}4 lakhs wers dismissed on merits, 60 involv~
lnng. 2,10,000 were rejected for defects, 313 in-
volving Rs. 12} lakhs were dismissed for defaulta,
16 involving about Rs. 114 lakhs were dirmissed
beoause conciliation could not be effected within
the prescribed statutory period and 24 involving
Ra. 2,34,700 were dismissed as a result of ruling by
the Chief Court. Conciliation wag effacted in the
form of ready cash payments in certain oases and
by tre;lnsfer of the debtors’ properties to the oreditors
in others,

- - &
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S we anticipated in the issue of the 4th May,
the Transvaal Asiatic Land and Trading

Bill, that is now being rushed through the °

Union Parliament, is an inferim measure, partly to
protect Indian righta which would othsrwise be in
jeopardy. Oa the 30th April last expired the

temporary protaction offered to Indians who were !

technically in illegal occupation of land in the .

Transvaal. If by that time the Government had
not given effeet to ths Feetham Commission’s
recommendationg, as they had pledged themselves
to 'do, and if besides they did not pass some legis-
lation enjoining a moratorium, the likelihood was
that some thousands of Indians stood to lose
heavily, The moratorium is to last till Aprii 1941.
It- was for that reason that even an anti-segrega-
tionist as Mr. Jan Hofmeyr supported the Bill,
The othsr object of the Bill is to prevent any
new trading licences being issued to Indians
in the Transvaal till April 1941, without the per-
mission of the Minister, which, it may be taken,
will not be granted, since such is the policy under-
lying the Bill. This feature is adverss to Indians
and is meant to appeass the anti-Asiatics. The
Government hava apparently postponed a final

decision regarding the Feetham recommendations in
order to settle, in the first instance, their Union-
wide polioy of residentisl segregation after consul-
tations with the Government of India. Segregation
iz the most sinister part of the Government’s policy.

Critics of the policy, particularly Mr. Hofmeyr,
have urged that the segregation policy of the
Union Government was diametrically opposed to
the Cape Town Agreement, and that the policy
could not be followed as long as the Agreemont
lasted. They also pointed out the political
repurcussions of the policy, which was bound to
antagonise not only the Indian community in South
Africa but the whole of India, and that, the
international situation being what it was, it was
most unwise to antagonise India. But all these
fell on deaf ears.

The supporters of the policy, particularly Mr
Heaton Nicholls of Natal and Mr. Stuttaford, the
Minister of the Inlerior in ocharge of the Bill,
funsinuated that the Cape Town Agreement was no
longer binding inasmuch as the co-operation of the
Indians in South Africa and of the Government
of India was not forthcoming in carrying out
their part of the Agreement. It was said that
the main purpose of the Agreement was the re-
duction of the Indian population in South Africa
to & manageable minimum by repatriation, and
that this object had not been attained. Nothing
can be further from the truth. The Cape Town
Agreement consisted of two parts: repatristion
and uplift. It should be remembered that
repatristion was to be wvoluntary and conlingent. It
was officially acknowledged at the second Round

TRAGEDY IN SOUTH AFRICA.

Table Conference in Cape Town in 1932 that volun-
tary repatriation or assisted emigration to India
had exhausted itself. It was becauseof it that the
colonization idea was at all mooted. The Union
Government subsequently appoiated a committes to
mako preliminary investigation as to suitable places
for colonization by Indians not only from South
Africa but from India as well. The Committee
could not present an attraciive picture: the colo-
nization idea fell flat and was dropped and
rightly. In any event, the essential faotor was
that assisted emigration either to India or else-
wnere was to be wvolunfary, and inasmuch as the
great majority of Indians in South Africa were
porn in the Union and knew no other country,
very few were inclined voluntarily to seek coloni-
zation elsewhere, The Government of India were
right when they advised tha Union Government to
divert for uplift the funds they had earmarked for
asgisted emigration of Indians.

It should also be remembered that repatri-
ation was not only voluntary but also
contingent. It was only such Indians who, in
spite of the best efforts of the Union Govern-
mant, could not attain Western standards of life
that were to be assisted to emigrate. The
main objective of the Union Government was to
maintain  Wegtern standards of life, and it
was incidental to that policy that some Indians
might prefer to emigrate from the Union. The
reduction of the Indian population ,was not the
raason given to India when the Unlion Govern-
ment agreed to the first Round Table Conference.
If all the Indians could attain Western standards of
life, no question of assisted emigration or the reduc-
tion of the Indian population would arise at all.

While emigration was voluntary and contin-
gent,—both to be decided by the Indians concerned
and not by the Government of the TUnion or
the Government of India,—the obligafory part of
the Cape Town Agroement was the uplift of the
Indians who ch."eﬁﬁ make their permanent
home in South Afria, and the obligation was
squarely laid on Union Government. The obli-
gation which the Union Government, with Dr.
D. F. Malan as the Minister of the Interior,
undertook, was not comlingent on anything to
ba performed by the Government of India, least
of all on the wvolume of emigration or the
reduction of the number of Indians in the Union.
It was a duly which they acknowledged as the duty of
every civilized Government. It is conlingent on the
Union Government being civilised, For this reason
the obligation will remain so long as the Union Gov-
ernment claim to be civilized, even if the Cupe Town
Agreement is deonunced.

II

Another reason advanced by the supporters of
the Union Government’s policy was that the bulk
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cfludians fn South Africa wers untouchablea who
in Indla woere: gegrogated and who i eonsequeneco
bad no right to objeat fto: being segregated iu
Bouth Africa s wdll, This is & most deplofa-
ble Jine te take. It is mot trme that the
bulk of Indians In: the Trsnsvaal, for instance
sre from among the untouchables in India. They
a™y mosé of them tradors, s.good number of whom
are Musiims. - The Hiadu traders are casta Hindus,
Even in Nata] it ia doubtful if the great bulk
of Indians are from among the untouchables in
India

Granting, however, for the sake of argument
that the bulk of Ivdians in South  Africs were
drawn from untouchables fn India, does it justify

their belng treated as tintouchables in South Africa ? |

In tHe first place; people, even Indian' untouchables,

do not migrate te dfstant places to be né |

better off then they were at home, The main purpose
of migration is betlerment. Secondly; if heathen
India was guilty of untouchability, shouid Christian
Africa copy it 7 Christian missionaries have
denounced, and rightly, the system of untouch-
ability in India. Should Christians advocate in
Socuth Africa what they denounce in India? Thirdly,
enlightened India. & ashamed of untouchability
and is trying to get rid of it, The men and
women of [ufluence, light and oulture in India
are' making strenwous: efforte te: eliminate: um
touchability, Im view of th¢ muagnitude of the
problery and the illitoracy of the wvast: bulk of the
yopulatjon, the reform will neceesarily take time
But all enfightened and' inflaenmtial opinion I
ranged’ on the side of reform. Should South Africa
copy an evil of which India s mshamed and just
when India herself is trylng to get ridof it? It
Bouth Africa Is keen on copying’ India, let her
learn that India has realised that untouchability
Is an unmitigated curse. In this respect India
in a warning rather than an example. Feurbhly
it may be helpful to the Union Government to
know what is belng attempted for the benefit of
the untoushables in India in the mutter of povlitical
righta, ednoational faoilities, oivil service prefen
ences, and how In order to- make amends For psst
reprossion and in order to hasten the' day when
they shall be even with others they are being given
speolal preferences:

It

What is to be done? We hope with
Mahatma Gandhi that better counsels will
prevail with the Unlon Government and that
{they will. abandon raclal segregation as their
national policy. The Union Government have
agreed] obviously in acoordance with the Cape Town
Agresment, to consult the Government’ of India
befors making their final deoislons. They hava,
however, declined to have another Round Table
Conferencs, Thiz is unfortunate, for i was under.
atood that the: Caps Town: Agrement should be

porlodically reviowed, and’ smother such conforence j

would be the: most appropriste organ for suck
review. Wes still hope that the Union Governmens.
will agree to such- a vconference; Why should the
Union Government fght shy of diseussing with
the representatives of the Government of India
a question whici interests them both at a4 eon-
ference? Do the§y fedl unequal to the Indian
members, or i3 it a confession in advance of tha"
weakness of their case? 1t is a pity that evem
Mr. C. F. Andrews, according to his interview im

- Madras, has discounted the conference idea. IE
" is easy fto
' sense of despair,
' conference will be held notwithstanding tlat the

understand’ his motive and hig
Nevertheleds, wa hope that &

Union Goverhment have so far turned it down and’
only offered to givée s hearing to a& daputation
of two or thrée delegates of the Governmenf
of India. If fhe conference becomes impossibls,
we. hope the Government of India will nevertheless
send a deputation to urge their case. No stona
may be left unturned to avoid a catastrophe,

It is hoped that the Union Government wilf
not insist on the Government of India accepting
the principle of residential segragation aa a
preliminary to mutual oonsujtations, since that
is the wery point at issue belwesn the two. The

' Governments can meet only if they are not pra-

viously and irrevocably committed to Unmn-wuln
residential segregation.

Mr, Satyamurty, the Dy. Leader of the Congreas
Party in the Central Legislature, has suggested.
that the Viceroy should emulate the example of
Lord Hardinge snd make a public statement
indentifying himself with Indian opinion. It wil}
be an appropriate gesture, though it is doubtful
if it will have the same effect as Lord Harding's
had years ago.

Retaliatory measures are both unavailing and.
ineffeotive; they will only worsen things for India..
In this matter it should be zemoembered that
India is the bride's party and South Afrios the
bridegroom's party, and the latter has am
advantage over the formenr,

Sir Syed Raga Ali has advocated South
African Indiang joining a mnon-European front
but that is not likely to: stave off the: i’mmmenﬁ
danger; -

My, Bhavani Dayal has advooatéd that Greak
Britain should, fn return of her doferiod of South
Africa from' external aggression, insist en Soutk
Africa treatiig Indians better. Britain had this
instrument of persuasion all along, but did mot
care to use ik She may ude it only If ghe finds
herself in hot water in India. In any event, afier
having sanctioned racial segregation in Kenya aud
Fiji, she- will: find it hard to lash- herself inte
righteons indignation over segregation in South
Afrioac It is a vain hope, _

Mr., Andrews has: suggested that, instead: of
the: Government. of Indix sending & depniation,,
the European community in India should gend
an unofficial deputation to plead with the White-

L3



250

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

[ MaY 18, 1939.

in South Africa to desist from the course of
action they are bent on. It is an excellent
idea, and we hope it will be enthusiastically
taken up.

In this connection, we would suggest a de-
putation of Christian missionaries to South
Africa to plead with the Christian Whites
in South Africa that untouchability is a ourse
which they should not contaminate themselves
with., The missionaries have emphatically con-
demned untouchability in India as un-Christian.
Will they not take up a similar mission in
South Africa? They may even consider if their
presence is not more needed in South Africa than
in India today, coneidering that they have
succeeded in making India realise that untouchabi-
lity is an evil and that all indigenous
progressive forces are keen on eradicating it. In
South Afries, on the other hand, the most influ-
ential people, both within and without the
Christian Church, are not only defending untouch-
ability but forging fresh measures to make it

TENANCY LEGISLATION

HE land revenue to be paid by zamindars in
the permanently settled areas in Sylhet and
Goalpara divisions of Assam was fixed by

Lord Cornwallis at about two and a half annas
an acre while the average rate in temporarily
settled areas was as much as one rupes and seven
annas an acre. Thus there was plenty of scope for
the growth of sub-infeudation and rack-renting
in the =zamindari areas, and this process of
sub-infeudation was accclerated by the density of
population in these tracts. On the other hand
while this was happening, the relations of the
gzamindar and the tenant were left extremely
indefinite. As & result of opublic agitation,
the first Tenancy Act was enacted for Goalpara
in 1929, and for Sylhet, where the pressure of
agricultural population is extreme and competitive
rent comimon, eonly in 1936, These Acts did
not go far in recognising the rights of tenants, as
comparsed to the then existing Acts in Bengal and
Madras. The Government of Assam have recently
brought forward two bills to amend these Acis,
Frankly, in our opinion, they do not even
touch the fringe of the problem of tenaney.

One would naturally expect from =a
Congress Ministry, which has pledged itself to
introduce measures for wiping off arrears of rent
( item 9 of the Agrarian Programme passed by the
Faizpur Congress), for granting fixity of tenure
and a substantial reduction in the rents of tenants
(items 1 and 3 of the Congress policy in the
Liegislatures adopted by the Working Committee
on 28-2-1937), for the right of tenants to build
houses and plant trees, and for the abolition of the
method of ejectment for arrears of rents ( items

more efiective! If thero is a place where antle
untouchability campaign is more needed than in
India, it is South Africa. Will the Christian
missionaries answer the call ¥ Can White South
Africa produce s Gandhi to orusade against
untouchability in South Africa ?

In the meanwhile, the Indians in South
Africa havoe decided to resort to salyagraha. We
shall not under-estimate the sufferings that the
campaign will involve, Life in a South African
jail will for most Indians be a thousand times
worse than what it was in India under the old
regime, We shudder to contemplate the situation,
We still bope that they will bs saved this
supreme sacrifice which has been forced on them
in defence of their own self-respect and the
bonour of India. But if the Union Government
kill all hope and leave no alternative, we shall
not stand in the way of South African Indians
resorting to satyagraha. In their struggle, they have
the sympathy of India, deep and burning.

P. KODANDA RAO.

IN ASSAM.

6 and 11 of the Agrarian Programme of the
Faizpur Congress ), thas it will make some announce-
ment promiging to carry out these deotails of
reform, even if all of them cannot be embodied
in the present bills. Since the announcement of
the Congress agrarian policy in its resolutions and
election manifesto, the Prime Ministers of two pro-
vinces, Madras and U. P., have made a further
declaration that zamindars are not Jlandholders
having any proprietary rights, but only public
servants appointed in the early days for mere
collection of land revenue on behalf of Govern.
ment and remunerated by a certain portion of
such revenue, Those announcements have been
followed by an eunquiry; in Madras into zamindari
conditions, The Mad;;asl Legislative .Assembly has
recently given _its” seal of approval to the
recommendations) embodied in this enquiry which
mainly concerned itself to interpret the judicial
interests of tenants and zamindars under the
existing law. The recommendations are that the
zamindar is no more than a revenue-collecting
sgenf; that what he could collect from fhe tenants,
what he should pay.to Government, and what he
should retain to himself were unalterably fixed
at the time of the permanent settlement; and that
rights in sub-soil, ¢ommunal lands, and forests
are a common-law right of the people.

Any tenancy legislation should take note of
these faots. If the zamindar is no more than &
public servant, then the steady ezpansion in the
proprietary area owned by him is unjustifiable.
This area was confined originally to that directly
oultivated by him, As in the other Tenancy Aots,
the Sylhet Tenanoy Act also permitted possession
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«f private land according to village usage, and
-of land commonly known as khanabasi (seo.143c).
Not only does & zamindar own and lease lands which
he cannot- ordinarily cultivate, but he adds to it
‘when & statutory tenant surrenders his holding for
-various reasons, Unless there is striot provision
in law declaring that a tenant’s land should
-on no account become a zamin land, there is
~overy pogaibility of tenanoy legislation intended
0 ensure seourity of tenure and fair rents being
defeated by the ponversion of tenants’ lands into
~zamindar's lands ( Sylhet Act, seo, 150.4 ). 8econdly,
4he extent of private land should be limited to
what & zamindar can direotly cultivate as has been
-done in the recent U. P, bill (sections 7, 8 and 8A),
Tenancy rights should be allowed to acerue in the
yest of his private lands ( sections 13A and 24). The
U, P. bill goes further and proteots the rights of
-gub-tenants to whom the private land of a zamindar
may bo let after the passage of the Act, by
.granting them & five years' oceupancy on the game
renty, When we do not find any reference to these
measures in the Agsam bills, how ocan we
-gay that the mecurity of tenure promised to tenants
ds being carrled out by the Assam Congress
Ministry ? '

Becurity of tenure may be defeated in
+other ways also by landholders, The right of
-@ tenant to make the fullest use of the land by
planting trees and otherwiss, should be & complete
xight. A landlord may olaim mining rights,
xights over trees, rights to develop. pastures and
forests. History bas shown that rent-receiving land-
dolders have hardly disoharged their responsibility
-of aesisting their tenants in developing their
lands, and it is no use to put on them the larger
«tagks of providing irrigation facilities and
effecting improvements in land which the State
should promote and finence. The zamindars
whose proprietary zights have been proved
‘t0 be nonm-existing need hardly be saddled with
+4hess tagks, The new hill does not in Bny
way define the rights of the land-holder over a
tenant's land. .But it repesls the smection in the
present Aect which empowers a land-holder to acquire
«Jand a8 a tepant (sec. 99.1).

Another principle on which any tenancy
-legislation ghould be based is that a tenant who
in proteoted as against » landlord who sub-lets,
should equally be prevented from himself be-
~ooming & smaller rent.receiver and sub-letting
his land, The. principle of limiting transfer of
-land either by morigage or by lease to a
-definite period should not vary in operation with
rthe varying status of different grades of . tenants,
“but ghould have the main objects of fivatly
'preventing eub-letting for making rents, and
-secondly permitting it for legitimate purposes,
“The former object is achieved in the O. P,
Tenancy Act, and the Jatter in the U, P,
“Tenancy Bill. The Sylhet bill doss nothing to
Jprevent misuse of land for letting out at a oom-

potitive rent. Granting bereditary-rights of coccu=
paacy to the lessee as ugalnst the lessor is the
only way of ensuring fullest exploliation of the
land by the tiller of the goil. As -such a
mesgsure will be an expropriation of the righta
of existing landholders, the. latter may be given
s definite period within which they may take to
direct ocultivation ; otherwise the land ghould go
to the tenants, themselves being assured of & fair
rent. Security of tenure at a fair rent may
bo granted to all tenants of landholders who wisk
to remain or become mere rent-receivers '

Considered from the point of view of pro-
teoting the tiller of the soil, a tenancy law
should lay down the rules. for ealculating fair
rents,” The U, P, bill provides for a number of
rules, one of them being that the rent should
not exceed one-fifth of the produce in the camse
of occupancy tfenants. It also lays down that the
rent in the .case of the sub-tenant should not . be
more than one-third of ' the remt paid by ocou-
pancy tenants, The Bengal Tenancy. Act of 1928
bhas fixed the maximum amount of ‘rent realis-
able from an under-rayat at one-third of the
gross. produoe, v : Cor

~ Whero there are gradations of tenants; rent
will have to be fixed for all the tenants in
chain, ‘80 a3a to fix' a definite remt for the
cultivating tenan{ at the bottom. This is ab-
solutely essential in Assam where a zamindar pays
land revenue which is ten times lower than that
of ‘a4 landholder in temporarily settled areas, The
fixation of rent’ for the under-rayat and for the
tenants above him in such & manner that the rent
income of a zamindar may approximate to that of
& landholder in temporarily eettled areas, or the
fization of the rent due to a zamindar so as to
assure him of a remuneration .for the collection
work he does on behalf of the State will hardly be
an unjust proposal. Anyway the fair rent fixed should
asgure & minimum wage to the cultivating tenant

The Sylhet Bill has provided in three ways
for the regulation of fair rents. It suspends
enhancement of rent for a pericd of 10 years

(116 A). It introduces In the new Bill a clause,

116B pimilar to the existing sections in other
tenancy Acts which endow fhe Revenue officers
with powers to smettle rents fairly and equitably
subjeot to appeal to a Revenue Tribunal or zoma
other authority. When a settloment of rent takes
place in an area under this clause, it is quite
posgible that arrears of rent falling due at the
time of settlement may be collected by a rush
to ocourts, thereby defeating the purpose of thia
provision. The Bengal Tenancy Amendment Aot
of 1928 provides against this evasion by a section
in the following words : .
Buch arrear shall not be recoverable in any oourt
in mo far as it sxoeeds the amount which would bave
besnn dus as rent of the tenancy, had the mettlemert
of rens taken place ab the ocommencement of the
period for whioh such rent is claimed, (Sss. ul.h,‘ ,
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‘We hope this provision will be introduced in the
Amending BiH. Thirdly, the Sylhet Bill fixes
the maximum rent of the under-rayat so as nop
to excesd fwice the sum psid by the rayat
above him to hiv sauperior holder,

A suspension of the enbancement of rent
for ten years will hardly solve the problem of
sottling a fair rent on the basis of defined prin-
ciples. It is hoped that the (Government intends
fully to use the new power which they have
taken under clause 116 A for settling fair rents.
Madras, U, P, and N. W. F. P. have provided
remission of rent fo tide over the years of depres.
sion. Under the Bihar Tenancy Aot 1937, the
Collector has been empowered to reduce remis ac-
cording to a fall in prices. Bibar has in fact gone
further inasmuoch as it provides for the restoration
of lands which were auctiomed for arrears of rent
and which are in the possession of zamindars,
Under the Sylhet Aect, the rents paid by occupancy
tentants are presumed to be fair and equitable. It is
hoped that Government will take power to wipe
off arrears of rent which the Congress has promised
Yo carry out in its resolutions, and to settle the
rent payable by different grades of tenants,

Some protection for the under-rayat has
beenn assured under the new Bill. The rights
accorded by law or custom o an under-rayat cannot
be taken away by any contract otherwise. The
rent of an under-rayat, as mentioned already,
has been fixed so as not tio exceed twice the
amourt of what his immediate superior lholder
pays. FHull protection for the under-rayat can
eome only by fixing a fair rent for him, and not
by relating it to the rent paid by his superior
holder.

But the position of an under-rayat under the
Sylhet Act is no more than that of a tenant-at-
will holding a registered lemse for a defined
period under an agreed rent. The Bengal Tenancy
Amendment Act provided as early as 1928 that
an under-rayat who held land for 12 years or
had a homestead on it could not be ejected on
the expiry of his term of lease., OQOther under-
rayats could not be ejected wunless the landiord
required the land for his own use. The best pro-
tection for an under-rayat would be the grant-
ing of heritable occupancy rights as was done
in 1920 in the C. P. under the provisions of the
C. P. Tenancy Act, and under the U. P. Bill
of this year in respect of certain classes of tenants-
at-will.

The provisions in the Sylhet Act for eject- .

ment of non-ocopancy tenants and under-rayats
for non-payment of rent { sec. 57 and seo, 65) will
asutomatically disappear when once all tenants
are granted heritable occupancy rights. In fact,
this is the only way to abolish the process of
ejectlon which is enjoined on the Congress legis-
labures in the programme passed at the Faizpur
‘Congress. The Bill no doubt enlarges the rights of
one class of tenants. Those holding lands con-

tinuously for twelve years on condition of rem--
deving mervise, unless the lands other than the,
private lands of the zamindar may commute thelr:
services into routs within a period of three years

from the ocommencement of the Act, and they
will have the rights and status of occupanoy
tenants,

The Bill also improves somewhat the poai-
tiom of the agricultural labourer in relation to-
his homestend, If he hoids the homestead under
a rayat, the incidents of his tenancy of the
homestead will be thosa of an under-rayat. If be-
bolds i¢ under s landholder, the incidents of his
tenancy of the homestead will be those of a.
rayat (sec. 201A)

The Bill further provides for divieion of ten-
aucies and distribution of rent by the civil eourt,
on the model of the sections in the Bengal
Tenancy Amendment Act of 1928, Under the
rules of the C. P. Tenamcy Act, sec. 93, “if
the application involves the formation of .
holding of which the area will be less than
ten acres, the Revenue officer shall reject
the  application forthwith.” It would be
a welcome provigion if tenancies are not allowed
to be sub-divided below the size of an economie-
holding, and if sueh holdings passed only to a
gingle heir. In cases of dispute among the heirs,.

the Revenue officer may decide upon the heir
who: is to sueceed to the holding.
The new  Bill gubstantially reduces

the transfer fee due to the landlord. Under the
Sylhet Act the transfer fee generally was twenty
per cent. of the consideration money or five -
times the anmoual rent in the case of voluntary
sale of land, or gifte, or eale in execution of decrees,
or foreclosures of mortagage; ten per cent. of the-
consideration money or two and a half times the
annual rent in the ecase of bequests; and five
per cent. of the consideration money or one and
one-fourth times the annual rent in case of
exchanges. The mew Bill renames the transfer fee
as registration fee. This registration fee shall be —-

(@) in the cass of a transfer by sale, gift or-

usafructuary mortgage —

(i) if the rent of the holding is payable in
cash, a fes of two per ocent, on the-
annual rent; provided no such fes shall
ba less than tupee one or more than one-
hundred rupees,

(ii} in any other case, a fee of two rupees;

() In the case of a transfer by exchange or-

bequest, a fee of rupees two.

It sbould be noted that the Sylhet Act pre--
vided for no transfer fee in respect of usufru.o-
tuary mortgages (sec. 36,2, 1V), but the new Blll_
brings usufructuary mortgage under the category of
transactions for which a fee should be paid to the
landlord. In Assam as in Eastern Bengal a ten-
ant raises oredit gemerally only by the method-
of transforring his land with possession to the
oreditor. Consequently the new Bill will be ereating:
a new source of income for the landlord.
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The Bepgal Tepnaney Amepdment Act of 1938
has abolished the levy of any transfer fee. Wo

do not understand why even o small fee should’

be ltevied and why a new class of morigages
should bs made liable under the Bill to a levy
of this small fee,

The immediate landliord has also ceriain
powers of pre-emption. These are repsaled in the
new Bill

While the abolition of transfer fee and the
righta of pre-smption should ba welcomed as they
thereby enlarge the transfer rights of tenants, they
will prove ruinous to the Jatter unlass some arrange-
ment has been made for the liquidation of their
past debts, Reports from Bengal indicate how
craditors’ rushed to courts for sale of lands in
execution of decrees, as they nesd bpot pay, after
the passing of the Amendment Act of 1938,
the consideration money dus to landlords. The same
story will repeat itself in Sylhet unless the debts
of tenants are previously adjusted by conciliation
boards, or uniess the law allows a reduction in the
amount to be recovered from the debtors by way
of sale of lands fo the extent of the consideration
money which used to be paid to the landlords.

- The Bill also mekes provision for the

redemption of usufructunry mortgages. The exist-
ing provisions in the Tenancy Acts of Sylhet and
Goalpara have restrictad the period of usufructuary
mortgages made after the passing of the Acots to
nine years, The present Bills fix the period for
mortgages made, before these Acts were passed,
at twelve years “or the period mentioned in the
Instrument, whichever is less. ™ Whataver might be
the terms in these mortgages, they would be deem-
ed to have taken effect as complete usufructaary
mortgages. These provisions are to apply to mort-
gages made by ocoupanoy rayate. This will no
doubt facilitate the transfer of mortgaged lands to
tha original rayats.

The new Bill has not bestowed any attention
on the question of cosroive processes for the collec-
tion of arrears of rent. It retains the oertificate
procedure for sale of land by revenue officers,
while it has been repealed in the Bengal Tenancy
Amendment Aot of 1938, It has no provision to
regulate the sale of holdings so as to restriot it
to the minimum necessary at a fair price for the
renlisation of arrears. (mec. 163 A of the Bihar
Tenancy Amendment Act, 1938). The retention of
auctioned land as his private land by a samia-
dar for a definite period for the realisation of
arrears of rent and its re-transfer thereafter to the
tenant will be asound procedure to adopt, as was
proposed originally in the Bihar Tenanoy Bill of
1937, In fact, when onoe you deolars in law that
rayat! land ocannot becomas private land of the
gamindar even when he buys it in auction, the
samindar gains nothing by dispossessing an old
tenant and admitting a new one. And he may
-prefer to retmin the land himsalf for a temporary

period instead of selling it to a third person. Thia
may be an alternative method to public sales, and
not the only moethod, thereby ensuring collection
of arrears by sale of holdings in the last resort.

The question of coercive processes should be,
considered along with faab of the agenoy for the
collection of remts in fature., The Tenancy
Ragulation of 1934, Travancore, provides for ° the )
collection of remts due to zamindars by the State,-
When sone such arrangement is made, the appli-
cation of cosrcive processes will be similar both’
for the collection of land revenue and rent,
Preceding such large reforms, it is not understood
why the State should give special facilities for’
the collection of rents beyond the ordinary procedure”
available in law, pariicularly when the tenancy law
is imperfect, The Faizpur Congress too enjoins on
Congress logislators that they should treat arrears of
rent as no more than civil debts, 1t is rather strange
that, while & non-Congress Government like that of
Bengal has adopted the Congress programma'. 'inl
this respaet by abolishing the certificate procedure,
the Congress Ministry ‘in Assam not only does
not follow the example, but tigatens the screw
more by empowering the Local Government under
the bill {o realise the rents due to zamindars by
a prescribad procedure “where circumstances exist
which render it impraeticable for a landlord to°
realise his rents" (176 A). The use of this power
may be justifiable when the culfivalor's rights of
heraditary occupanoy at a fair rent are assured,
when lands have been surveyed, and whoen rents
have been smettled. 'Until then, the assistance of-
the Government for collection of existing rents is
assistance to a landholder to harass his tenant im -
several ways. :

The Bill also makes a fow minor amend-
ments. Option is given to the landlord, when
an arrear of rent is due and when a tenant
does not specify the item to which his payments
are to be credited, to credit it to the arrear. The
O, P. Tenancy Act has a more stringent clauss
viz. that any payment by a tenant should be
presumed to be for rent when rent is due.

Interest on arrears is reduced from 9§ per osnt.
to 6% per cent. (Sec. 82). Under Sac. 83 the court
may award damages to a landlord for rent
withheld without reasonable excuse, and to the
tenant if he had been improperly sued for rent,
This seotion is repsaled. The amount to be depo-
gited in the court by a temant in rent suits has
been reduced from the full sum to a half (secs,
163, 164 and 172). Under tha Aot the rate of interest
to be paid to a mortgagee on tha amount advans
ced by him, to prevent public sale of land for
arrears of rent, is 12} per ocent. The new Bill raduces
it to 9% per cent.

We have made no spscial oriticlsm of the
Goalpara Tenancy Bill, as ita olauses are asimilap
to those proposed in the Sylhet Tenanoy Bill

e
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" CURRENT COMMENT.
A LEssoN FroM THE U. 8. A,

jssued by the American Civil
Liberties Union on April 15, containg in-
teresting information regarding the opposition
waged by the Massachusettes Civil Liberties Com-
mittee to a series of bills intended to restrict the
oxercise of civil liberties in the state of Mas-
sachusettes, The Legal Affairs Committee of the
Massachusettes legislature is at present seized of
certain measures recommsnded by a Special Com-
miseion appointed in 1938 to investigate * sub-
versive potivities” in the statle,

A Bulletin

One of the bills seeks to amend the Criminal
Ansrchy Law of Massachusettes by prohibiting
people to advocate the use of force or violence
“to effect political or economis changes in the
gtate or federal government or in the economic
condition of any person or clagss of persons™
Another bill seeks to establish a *‘division of
citizenship” for the purpose of * elitminating the
activities of persons seeking the overthrow of
the American form of government,”  Accord-
ing to tbe Massachusettes Civil Liberties Com-
mittee, the establishment of a “permanent inqui-
gition to smell out political heresy, independent
of the ordinary police, is not consistent with the
American democracy, but more nearly resembles
the QGostapo, ” The Committee generally points
out that “no law can be written to outlaw
propagands without striking at freedom of speech in
general and bacoming a possible instrument of
oppression.

A ——

The Committee is opposed in principle to all
these measures on the obvious ground that they
are unduly restrictive of the eivil Iliberties of
the people and moreover they are very likely to
be abused by the police. The opposition to these
measures organised by the American Civil Liber-
ties Union is a conslusive reply to two at least of the
patent arguments brought forward in this country
in support of such or even much more repressive
pieces of legislation, The firet argument, ihe
favourite with the Congress Governmeats, is that
whatever smacks of violence must be (ironically
enough) violently put down, The abstract prin-
oiple of non-violence is ab present being raised to
the level of a relizious dogma in India—a country
already suffering from all manner of irrational
dogmas, It is high time our Governments be-
camo m¢re tolerant and less dogmatic in their
idens about c¢ivil liberty. The other argument—
again a {avourite with Congressmeu—in favour
of repressive laws is that these laws ocan and
will be used only for the benefit of the com-
munity ae, in the provinces, only popular and
responsible governments are in power, Now, it is
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absolutely clear that our provincial goveroments
being eleoted by omnly about 10 per cent. of the
people are certainly less * popular” than the
American State Governments, And yet the American
people find it necessary, through their Civil
Liberties Union, to remain constantly vigilant
and, whep called upon to do so, to wage an un-
compromising war against all measures calculated
to curtajl the liberties of the people. The Ameri-
cans know by experience that a vicious weapon
tempts even a saint and a represeive piece of legis-
lation tempts even & responsible government.
The best forin of security against the abuse of extra-
ordinary powers by a government is not to give
that goveroment those powers. The earlier this is
realized in India the better for all concerned.

THE BaN oN THE C. P. L

The notorious stamp of illegality imposed on
the Communist Party of India by the Government
of India on July 93, 1934, formed the subject
matter of & resolution recently passed by the United
Provinces Legislative Assembly. The resolution
moved by Mr. Badan Singh reads as follows:

This Assembly recommends to the Government to
life the ban from the Provincial and Distriot
committees of the Communist Party of India and to
recommend to the Government of India to Jift the
ban from its Central Committee.

We have always noted with satisfaction thab the
policy of the Congress Government in U, P. has,
on the whole, been fair and generous in tha matter
of civil liberties of the people. Even on the
guestion of the Communist Party they take a bold
stand on the sound principle that, in the words
of the U. P. Premier, “it is not sound policy to
invest the executive with the power of stifting
political organizations.” The U, P. Government
bhad taken a similar view of the same quesiion
in July 1938, when they were asked by the
Emplorers’ Association of Northern India epecially
to curb the activities of the Cawnpure Mazdoor
Sabha, Commenting with approval on the correct
and spirited reply of the U, P. Government to the
employers, we had then observed :

We may Perhaps take this opportunity of bringing
to the notie of the U, P, Qovernment the f{act that
the Communist Party of India is still under a ban.
.... The (U. P.) Government admit that * commu-
nists have been openly earrying on their propaganda
and seeking elestion to the legislaturea on
commuaist tickets ™ inm * oivilized states such as the
United Kingdom.” The inevitable inference that
Commuuism is banned ip India because India is un-
givilized is not very pleasing to us nor could it be

so to tke U, P. Government or to the Congress
Pacty. Ma¥ we, theralore, request the U, P, Govern-

ment to Jift the ban on the Communist Party in
their Provinga and  vindicate their faith in the
fraedom  of political thought? That will be an

excellent example for other Provincea o follow.

———
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, It is a matter of satisfaction that the U. P.
-Government lived up to their reputation and sup-
-ported the motion for the lifting of the ban on the
CPI. We hope that they will soon take the next
logieal step and put into effeot the recommendation
-of the Assembly by formally removing the ban
from the U. P, Committee of the CPI and further
by requesting the Central Government to adopt a
.gimilar reasonable attitude towards the Central
Committes. As Mr. Dwarka Prasad Misra said in
~the Assembly, the U. P. Government may even
give the Government of India to understand that
“if the Government of India did not lift the ban,
it would amount to interference with the rights
.of the Provincial (3overnment.”

In view of this proper and rational outlook
.of ths U, P. Government on thls questlan. one
'would naturally expect the same tolerancs from
-other Congress Governments in the country. Facts,
however, run counter to these expectations. It
'was only the other day that the Hon'ble Mr.
Varkey, & Madras Minister, spoke about his un-
mitigated antagonism to communism and slso of
the desirability of putting it down ruthlessly in
whatever manner possible. During the last session
of the Bombay Legislative Assembly, on February
13, 1939 the Hon'ble Mr. Morarji Desai, replying,
on behalf of the Home Minister Mr. Munshi,
to a question by Mr. R. N. Mandlik whether the
Bombay Qovernment would ‘think of removing the
ban on the CPI in Bombay and taking up the
matter with the Government of India, declared
categorioally that Government had nothing of the
kind In mind and further that it would not be
in the public interest to reveal Government's
‘reasons for this poliey of theirs. Evidently
the U. P. and the Bombay Ministries have con-
“tradictory views of the nmature of public interest,
.ab least ms far as the CPI is concerned. And
both are Congress Governments.

i ———

THE INCONSISTENCIES OF CONGRESSMEN.

It is ourious that while the Congress Ministry
of C, P. has imposed an ungraduated tax on
all professions which are liable to the payment of
income-tax and the Congress Ministry of U. P. is
going to impose a tax on all employments above
a certain Jevel and geot it graduated, the Cong-
ressmer of Bengal are stoully opposing the levy
of the Profession Tax in Bengal which is a mere
replica of the C. P. measure. It seems that the
only strong objection whioh the Bengal Congress-
men have against the levy of ths Profession Tax
is that it exempts from payment of the tax thoss
professions which are not liable to the payment
of income-tax. If the Bengal Ministry had im-
posed the tax on all professions irrespective of

their ability to psy the tax, then the Bengal

| Congressmen would have ng objection to its im-

position.

We fail to understand what the Bengal
Congreasmen would have gained if the Profesaion
Tax would have been Ievied on -all professions
irrespective of their ability to pay. We are aware
of the contention of Bengal Congressmen that if
exemptions are granted under the Profession Tax,
it ceases to be ‘a Profession Tax and becomes an
income-tax which, according to the Government of
India Aot, can only be levied by the Federal
Government. But if Congressmen take up this
position in Bengal, they ought to take up the
game position also in C. P and U. P. But in
C. P., as we have already seen, a tax .om professions
has been levied by the Congress Ministry
which exempts from the tax those professions
which are not assassable to income-fax. The
Employment Tax of U, P. not only exempts
certain employments from the payment of. the
tax, but -~ &lso .classifies the employments
into different grades and raigses the progression of
the tax accordingly as the employments are more
lucrative. If there is a close reremblance of ary
tax with the income-tax, then it is aurely the
Employment Tax of the U. P, Government. But
the Congressmen in the U.P. have not only de-
fended the U.P. measure but bave faced bitter
opposition to secure its passage.

If Congressmen can lend their support to
the Employment Tax, they cannct, with any
semblance of reason, oppose the levy of the’
Profession Tax in Bengal. But Dr. Radhakumud
Mukherji, the 1leader of the Congress Party
in the Bengal Council, not only thinks that.the
Profession Tax is * an income-tax in disguise,”
but what is more important, he accuees the
Bengal Government of “having committed the
groatest violence against the epirit of the
Government of India Aot.” It is news to us
that Congressmen ara so golicitous of preser-
ving the spirit of the Government of India Aect,
But if Dr. Mukherji thinks that the Bengal Govern-
ment is violaiing the spirit of the Government
of India Aot by imposing the Profession Tax,
how would he like to characterise the action of the
T. P. Government which has levied the Employment
Tax? Woe are afraid that the aotivities of Congress-

. men in different parts of India give rise to a

strong suspicion that there is no well-thought-out
programme to guide their aoctions. They follow
a cerlain course in U, P. and anofher in Bengal
just to suit their oconveniences. This may be
defended on tactical considerations, But Congressmen
should remember that by following such contradio-
tory courses of action they are exposing. them-
gelves to public ridicule

1
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MORIBUND PACIFISM

WE SAY “NO.”" THE PLAIN MAN'S GUIDE TO
PACIFISMm. By H. R. L. SHEPPARD. (Mur:y.)
20cm. 168p..3/6.

THIS is a Churchman's approach to the problem

of War. The late Canon Sheppard discusses in this

little book the question of collective security from
the Christian standpoint, starting from the com-
mandment, “Thou shalf not kill”, Dr. Sheppard
believes that “the world will to peace may yet be
made effective; but this can only happen if we
renounee war, not only formally, but absolutely
and unconditionally”. This somewhat begs the
question, However, the Canon’s attitude towards
war and imperialism and such-like is inspired by

a real bumanitarianism. This is what he says

about British rule in India: * British rule in

India has conferred many benefits upon the peoples

of that ancient land, Bat, to the Indian, it must

always be an alien rule, and the Indians are be-
coming nation-conscious. And, when political
movements are suppressed and proscribed, when
their leaders are imprisoned, when their newspapers
are subjected to s rigorous censorship, it is not
perhops altogether surprising that there is a rever-
sion to direct action on the part of certain impatient
spirits,” Mahatma Gandhi’s heart will receive the
following sentiment with a sympathetic vibration :

“ Having regard to the nature of modern warfare,

and the temper of the modern world, I believe

that disarmament is the best defence. I might go

forther, and say that is the only defence, I

commend this thought to the practical people, and

to the practical Governments. They tfell us that
there is no dsfence against aircraft. Here is one
they have never tried. "

The ecclesiastical attitude towards War, how-
ever, suffers from the great drawback that it tries to
cure the surface symptoms rether than go to the root
causes of the malady. So long as the predatory
instinet of man is there, and so long as the mighty,
Bo-called pacifist nations, the Imperialistic demo-
cracies of the world, are not prepared to part with
their ill-gotten posseesions and territories and to
make the fruits of progress, civilisation and free-
dom available to weaker peoples undertheir domi-
nation,—so long as they have not renounced their
hegemonies and monopolies,—the fountain-springs
of War will still remain, Those arm-chair paci-
fists, therefore, who would have peace on earth,
must begin at home, For the rest, their holy
denunciations are likely to be asfutile as they are
boring to &1l practical thinkers.

B. P. ADARKAR,

SHORT NOTICE.

HINDU SCRIPTURES. Ed By Dr. NICOL
MACRNICOL. ( Dent. ) 1938, 17cm. 293p. 2/-.
THE place of the religicus sentiment in the
future life of mankind seems to be more or Iess un-
certain, But the scriptures will certainly continue
to possess literary and cultural value. The Vedas,
the Upanishads and the Bhagavat-Gita form the
triple tremsure of the philosophico-religious herit-

age of the Indian people. The wonder about the |
world is the psychological source of the hymns of !

_—

the_ Vedas, the wonder about the self is the main
spring of the reflections in the Upanishade and
thq wopder about the moral law is the central
point in the Bhagvat-Gita. Dr. Macnico] has
selected 33 hymns from the Rigveda for translatjon.
From the_ Upanishads he has chosen the principal
ten Upanishads, and at the end he has given the
translation of whole Bhagavat-Gita.

The value of Dr. Macnicol’s book consists in
the.fact that the reader’s mind passes through the
main stages of the evolution of India's religious
thou.ght with a breathless rapidity. It is a sort
of dlges_t of the Hindu religion in translation. The
book will doubtless be read with advantage by all
those interested in the Hindu religion and culture.

D. G. LONDHE.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

WHAT 1S WRONG WITH INDIAN ECONOMIC LIiFE?
By Dr. V., K. R, V. Ra0, {Vora & Co., Bombay %.) 1938,
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