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Preface

Waex Lord Salisbury was called wpon to form a
Government in the summer of 1895, and when it .
was known that it was to be strengthened by the
inclusion of the Liberal Unionist leaders, there was
much speculation as to the office which Mr. Cham-
berlain wonld be invited to occupy. To his own |
immediate friends it was weil anderstood that he
had a decided preference for the Colonial Ofiice,
bntto“thamaninﬂmstmet"theappuintmm_,
came as a surprise.
Byacmmnsbuhmmmnnmmppmhenmn,thﬂ,
great Department, charged with so many interests
vaanyaﬁeaingzhefumm'of the British Fmpire,
had come to be regarded as an office of secondary
importance ; and it was a surprise to many that the
post should be deliberately chosen by a statesman of
the reputation and energy of the member for West
Birmingbam. Those, however, who-had more closely
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‘watched the political .career of Mr. Chamberlain
recognised the fitness of the choice, which gave him
. an opportunity of carrying into practical effoct the
" idens and the policy which had long been present to
bis mind, -

There is an nndefined impression that in his earlior
days Mr, Chamberlain was dominated in regard to
- foreign polic); by the views of the ‘Manchester

school ” and the  peace-at-any-price” party. Never

was there a greater mistake, Although he has never
" shown any sympathy with the noisy * jingoism” of
the music-halls, he has always been an Imperialist in
his conceptions. As President of the Board of Trade,
from 1880 to 1885, he was precluded from taking
 any very active part in foreign and colonial affairs;
but, even at this time, Mr. Bright is reported to
have said that “the junior member for Birmingham
was the only ‘Jingo’ in Mr. Gladstone's Cabinet”;
and it is cerainly true that in all his public
speeches, whether as & youth in the Birmingham
and Edghaston Debating Society, in Parliament,
or outside, Mr. Chamberlain has given evidence of
his strong sense hoth of the advantages and the
obligations of empire.
Between * Little Englandism” and Imperislism
it seems to us that there is no balf-way house, and
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10 room for, the luisser faire pohcy whlch too long
regulated the attitude of this country ‘towards  her
colonies and dependencxes Either we ush relin~
quish our possessions abrosd and Joave the colonies
to themselves, in order that the mother country‘
may avoxd all canses -of comphcamon with forezgn‘
Powers; or we must boldly recoguise onr ‘Tespon-
sibilities to our kinsmen beyond the seas and. to
the ‘native races who own' the sway of Her'
Ma]esty e ;
This is the text which has been t.he sub]ect of 80
many of Mr. Chamberlain’s addresses. This is the
lesson which hie has ‘been enforcmg upod his fellow—
countrymen—that the -democracy of the- Bntlsh'
Empire have the greatest possible interest in the
conduct of its foreign and colonial affairs—thab their”
comfort, happiness, and very existence, depend upon
4 wise, a far-sighted, and apirited policy: . :
Recognising, as he has long done, the gravity of
the problem with which the United Kingdom is oon-
fronted, with its limited avea and ever-increasing
population, Mr, Chamberlain has constantly in'siéﬁed
28 10 other statesman has insisted hefore, upon the
snpreme 1mportance of maintaining the mtegnty of
the Empire, of developing the * Imperial estate,” of
extending the dominions of the Queen, and of pre-
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serving and extending friendly relations bétween
the mother-country and all her colonies and depen-
dencies. _

This policy, and the methods by which it may
bo carried into effect, are folly set forth in the
following speeches, and are now presented for the
consideration of thoss who share Mr. Chamberlain's
belief in the destiny of the Anglo-Saxon race and
the future of the British Empire.

. THE EDITOR.
Lorpox, Juse 1, 1897.
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- nffairs, 141
the greatest of all political fnterests, 142
British trade threatened by hostile tariffs, 143, 144 -
British and foreign commercial policies compured, 144
pessismistio statements of the condition of British trade
will not bear examination, 150
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we have lost trade which ought to have been retained, owing
to the too great independence of our manufactaring popu-
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British trade with South Africa, 192, 193
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Commercial law, 179
Communications, improved, within the Emplre. 179
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Cyprus, The development of, 236
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Dmm Duries, The, 142 ;
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- telegrams regarding the movement.of the Detvishes, 52, 53
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- Italians, 64,65 .
* attitude of the Powers with regard to the expedltxon, 65
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. % Where we. go we gall remain,” 67 .
-not a policy of reckless adventure, 67 .
brilliantly led and splendidly successful 233
control of the Nile, 233 - ‘ :
moral obligation in regard to the Bouda.n, 234 -
although described as *wanton folly,” and “an mfatuated
policy,” has put an end to much cruelty and barbanty,\
147, 148 .

Basr A.FBIOA, expeditmn in, 148 :
Education Dapartment and commercial compet)blon, 141
“Egypt, a question outside party politics, 32
. an interesting country, 32 -
‘ancient prosperity, 33 '
. ocenpation forced upon Mr.. Gladstone’s Government, 34, 4:
Arabi Pasha’s insurrection, 34 }
two alternatives, 35 . S
change of French pohey, 35 '
M. Gambetta protested ngainst the attitude taken up by the
French Government, 35,
the duty of undertaking the regeneration of Egypt cast npon
Great Britain, 36 :
its deplorable condition under Isma.xl Pa,sha, 36, 3% 48

R
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gypt, the kourbash, 37

the corvée, 37

the army, 38, 48

neglectof the jrrigation arid the canals, 38, 49

water supply, 38

miserable condition of the peasants, 39

what British administration has done for the finances, 39,
49 '

- France and the conversion of the debt, 39

reform of the Oourts of Justice, 40, 49

taxation revised, 40, 49

abolition of the corvés, 40, 49

re-organisation of the army, 40 .

renewal of the irrigation system, and the distribution of
water, 41, 49

not a reform, but “a new birth," 41

to complete the work of reform before Jeaving the country s
Great Britain's national duty, 42, 43, 48, 50

the work of Englishmen in Egypt, 42, 49, 90

the Egyptians are not a self-govorning race, 43

. the value of the Dongola Expedition to Egypt, 46

Dervish ruls, 46

Wady Halfs, 47,61 '

policy of “scuttle,” 46, 47

Egyptian rule in the SBoudan desoribed by Mr. John Morley
8s barbarous and corrupt, 47, §8

arguments for remaining in Egypt, 48, 49

a Frenchman on the British ocoupation, 49

Lord Cromer's report, 49

grants for education, 49

to leave now would undo the work which has been the
result of British oocupation, 43, 5o, §1, 236

s mistake to state the period after which evacuation might
possibly take place, g1

difficulties in the way of evacuation, 51

the corruption and inefficiency of the Egyptisn Govarnment
responzible for the loss of the Soudan, 54, §§

Mr. Gladstons's Government and the sbandonmant of the
Boudan, 55

the expedition for the relfef of General Gordon, 56, 133
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Egypt, in 1884, the Govemmont deuxded “to smash tbe Mnhdi ab:

Khartoum,” §6, 57 , . ot
-Sn- Wilham Huoourt the spokesman of ths Govarnment,

57,58 :
the intention ot the Government n0t cmied out owmg to‘.
critical relations with Russia, 58 -
Blatin Pashs on Egyptian rule i the Soudau, 53
the consequenses of the sbandonment of the Bondan, 59 -
tha idea) polioy of every Egyptian statesman, 60, 69 ‘
that we did not allow. them to reconquer the Boudan ls n .
. grievance of the Egyptians, 60 : )
contral of the Nile necessary to the’ exiltenoe and securlﬁy
-of Egypt, 60,233 -
the present and practital polu;y of Egypt is the’ defenr,e of
- the Bgyptian frontiet, 61, 69
Dervish raids, 61 = - i g
Dervishes enoamged by the defeat of the Itaimns in.
Abyssinia, 63, : :
if Kassala were to fall the eﬂeot might be incalohlable npon, :
- Bgyptian interests, 63,64 - i
Mahdist & dying force, 124 = .
trade with England, 131 S
Soudan railway, 149 /
‘' Boe also under * Dongoln Exped:tion L
Bgyptian War, and Colonial demonezmiom of loyalty, z7
Eight hours’ day, An, 131, 138. r ’
Employment, Want of, ;nnd tha expanamn of the Empiro, 131. "
132, 133, 202 ’ ‘
" bow Uganda may find employment tot British working- ’
- people, 134-139 . ! .
Bnglish politics and personal friondship, 221- . -
Exhibition of foreign goods sold in British Oolonies, 15 5

F1siERY COMMISIION, The tmnty re;eoted by the Benate of hhe
.. United Stetes, 3, 232
but the medus vivendi is still in operation, 3, 233
Mr, Obamberlain’e aims are misrepresented, ¢4, 5 '
no -antagonism of interests between Gireat Britaln und
Canada, §
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mission, 21 -
treaty rights mmtmned, 24 :
Mr, Bayard’s opinion of the treaty, 24, 25
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Foreign affairs of pre-eminent intarest, 235
Foreign Office and Uganda, 109
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Froude, Mr., 243

GAMBBTTA, M., and the Egyptian question, 35
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the massage of the Emperor to President Kriiger, 90, 94
colonial possesaions of, 116, 14§
ber trade compared with the trads of Great Britain, 15t
creation of the German empire, 167, 18§
German West Africa, 197
her aims {n South Africa, 199, 200
Gladstone, Mr., and Uganda, 120
Gordon, General, Expedition for the relief of, 56, 123
Guvernment, The most fmportant duty of a, 141
Gragville, Earl, nt the Devonshire Club, 20, 21, 24
Great Briuin, bound te maintain the inh!mm of her Colonfes,

5024
pride ln, and her institutions, 6
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Great Buta.m, her msututlons more democmm than those of
the United States,ty - .
the true England, 18 - -
has not lost the force and capacity to govem, 42
she is not isolated in Europe, 65,66
and the Triple Alliance, 65
Euglish habit of self-criticism mlsinterpreted abroad 89
appeared to stand alone in the world, 94 , '~
holds her possessions thronghout the world in trust for all
94, 144, 217
resolnte to fulfll her obhgat:ons and maintain her rights, 94
her continual growth of population, 105 ’
proud of her colonies, 106, 176, 240 Lo v
no signs of decrepitude and decay, 248 " ‘
see also under * British Empire,” # Imperial Federation," &e.
Grenfell, 8ir Francis and the Egyptian army, 40 :

HAnoovu'r, Bir Wlllmm, ‘the parsonal responsibxlity ot Cabinet
Ministers, 56, §7 -

the military power of the Mahdi, 57, 58 .

improvement of trade and the death dutles, 142
: Heligoland transfer of, 11§
Herbert, 8ir Robert, 88
* High Commisstoner in South Africa, the dnties of, 200, 201
Holland, The Colonial posseseions of, 116
Holmes, Dr. Oliver Wendell, 74
Home Office, 141

)

IMPERIAL DEFENCE, the great wars and disputes in which Great
Britain has been engaged during the present century have
arisen fn connectlou with the concems of the Oolonies or
India, 27

it is to the {nterests of the Colontes, as mnch ag to thoae of
the mother country, to have a concerted iystem ot defence,
28,95

depends upon figeal and commerciul arrangements, 166
another name for the protection of Imperial commerse, 180 ,

Imperial Federation, the confederation of the Empire s a grand
idea and 8 splendid dream, 13, 78, 178
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Imperial Federation, no practical acheme has yet been submitted,
but it i3 not impossible, 25-28, 247
the spirit of the time is in the direction of such a move-
ment, 8 ' ‘
" local federation must come before Imperial federation,
8o .
the ideal fatare of the British racs, 88, 100
patent factor in maintaining the peace of the world, 96,
176
recommended by sentiment and by material interest, 105
247
nooessary to seek the line of least resistance, and to prooeed
by a process of gradual development, 165, 166 )
common interests and common obligations must be estab-
* lished, 166
Imperial defence and Imperial trade, 166
must be approached from its commercial side, 166, 16y, 173,
180, 181
the Colonies must take the initiative, 167
there i a universal desire among the several branches of the
Euwpire for closer union, 164, 173, 178, 187
Imperial Federation League, 165
Tmperial Postage, 179
Imperial Trade, trade follows the fiag, 26
pentiment has a powerful influence fa commercial questions,
26
duty of every statesman to malotain and incresss com-
mercia) interconrse between Great Britain and her
Colonies, 26, 95
it ta ugeless to expact the Colonies to abandon their custom
’ duties as their chief sonrce of revenue, 28
~ .pecessary for Great Britain to walt for propossls trom the
~ Colonies, 28
no mation has achieved real greatness without the aid of
commerce, 102 *
tres interchange of commodities, 10§
commercial union will make permanent the unity of the
Empire by basing It apon material interests, 105
the ezample of the German Empire, which was founded on
& commercial wliverain, 167
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Tmperial Trade, resolutxon passed at the Oftawa’ Conierenee
respecting a Customs arrangement between Great Bntam

~ and the Colonies, 167,183 .
the tendency of the Ottawa proposal would be to increase
. the cost of living and the cost of production in Great
Britain, 169

" the return for this sacrifice would be small; 169, 170 - )
" & proposal which it is imposmble to adopt 169, 170, 172,
173,183

_ the barden of snch an arrangement would fall, heavxly on the
United Kingdom, 171 '
will the Colonies better their offer? 171 .
Lord Ripon’s despatch of 1895 was not an absolute negative .
to the proposals of the Colonies, 171, 173 SRR .
. an alternative suggestion, a true zollverein for the Empire, i ln
which Protection is to disappear, is in prinonple free from
objection, 172, 173, 174
this alternative proposmon won]d be of great a.dvantage to’
the Colonies, 174
proposed meeting of representatwes of the mother oonntry
" and the colonies to consider the queatwn of a Customs
Union, 175 .
a eoggested Tmperial Conncll for consnltahon and advice
.on commercial matters, 179, 180 =
commercial union the firet step to Impenal Federation, 181
commercial uojon dominates all other interests, 181
no one can deny the advantage which sommercial un!on
would be to the entire British race, 181 ‘
there are only thre¢ lines of progress in, the duectwn of
commercial union, 181 .
first, the proposal which’ finde favour with the orthodox
‘Free Traders, but which the Colonies will not adopt, 182
second, the proposal of the Ottawa Conference, which che
Umted Kingdom cannot accept, 183, 184
third, the suggestion for the creation of an Imperial
Customs Union which would practically establish Free .
Trade thronghout the British Empire, 184 :
the last proposal, if adopted, would be the greatest advance
that Free Trade hns wmade since it was first advocated,
185 :

P
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Imperial Trade, exceptions to the principle of such a proposal, 186
the colonies must take the first step, 186
India, the native army, 128
loyalty of, 238
administration of, go
the best customer of the United Kingdom, 132
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