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Preface· 

Wmtl' Lo!d Salisbury· was called upon to form . a 

Govemmenii in the summer of I8gS, and when it 
was known that it was to be strengthened by the 

inclusion of the Liberal Unionist; leaders, them was 
much epeculation as to the oftice which M.r. Cham
berlain would be invited to occupy. To hls own . 
immediate friends it was well understood that he 

had _a decided preference for the Co1onial Office, 
but to "the man in the street" the appointment , 
came as a surprise. 

By· a curious but common m.iEapprehension, this. 

great Departmen~ c1wged with EO many interests 
vitally afreding the future ·of the ~ritish Empire, 
had oome to be regarded as an offire of ~ 
importmt:e; and it was a surprise to many that the 
'(lOJJ; should be deliberately chosen by a statesman of 
the reputation and eneJgY of the member for West 
Birmingham. Tho.te, however, who had more closely 
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·watched the political .career of Mr. Chamberlain 
recognised the fitness of the choice, which gave him 
an opportunjty of carrying into practical effect the 

'· 'ideas and the ;Policy which had long been present to 
his mind. . 

· · There is an undefined impression that in his earlier 
days Mr: Chamberlain was dominated in regard to 
foreign policy by the views of the "Manchester 
sChool" and the" peace·at-any-plioe 11 party. Never 
was there a greater mistake. Although he has never 
shown any sympathy with the noisy " jingoism" of 
the music-halls, he has always been an Imperialist in 
his conCeptions. As President of the Board of Trade, 
from xSSo to xsss, he was precluded from taking 
any very active part in foreign and colonial affairs; 
but, even at this time, Mr. Bright is reported to 
have said that "the junior member for Birmingham 
was the only 'Jingo' in Mr. Gladstone's Cabinet"; 
and it is certainly true that in all his public 
speeches, whether as a youth in the Birmingham 
and Edgbaston Debating Society, in Parliament, 
or outside, Mr. Chamberlain has given evidence of 
his strong sen~ both of .the advantages and the 
obligations of empire. 

Between " Little Englandism " and Imperialism 
it seems to ua that there is, no half-way house, and 
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'no room. fo~ the laisse~ failre .policy. 'YhiGh
1 toq iong 

regulated the· attitude· of thi~ cou,ntry . towards ; her 
colon_ies ·and ,dependencies. Either ~e.niust .reliD.•: 
quish our possessions abroad, ap.d. leave the :colon,ies' 
to themselves,· in order th~t ·the ·mother -oonrit,ry 
may avoid au' causes ·of complication with foreign 
Powers; , or we .must· boldly·. recognis~ our respon~ 
sibilities to our ~smen beyond · the seas and, to . 
the native races who own the sway of . Her 
Majesty .. 

This is the text which ha~ been.th~.subjeCt of. so·. 
many of Mr. Chmnberlain's addressea. This is th& 
lesson which he has been enforcing tipo:ti his I fellow• 
countrymen-that the -d~m~cracy of ·the ·B,riti~h· 
Empire have .. the greatest ·possible interest~ in ~he 
conduct of its forei~ and oolonial affairs-that· their' 
comfort, happiness, and veiy existence, depend upon 
a wise, a far-sighted, and spirited poli~~ . 

Recognising, as he has long done, the gravity of 
the problem wi~h which the Unite~ Kingdom is ~on .. 
fronted, with its limited area and ever-increasing 
popula~ion, ¥r. Ohambe~lain ·has cpnstantly insisted, 
a~ no other statesman has insisted before, upon the 
supreme i~portance of maintaining the integrity of 
the Empire, of developing the "Imperial estate," of 
extending the dominions of the Queen, and of pr~-
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serving and extending friendly relations betweell 
the mother-countrY and all her colonies and depen~ 
dencies. 

This policy, and the methods by which it may 
be carried into effect, are fnlly set forth in the · 
following speeches, and are now presented for the 
consideration of those who share Mr. Chamberlain's 
belief in the destiny of the Anglo-Saxon race and 
the future of the British Empire. 

THE EDITOR. 
LOI'DOJt, J .. r, •897· 
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176 

recommended by sentiment and by material iDterest, 105 
247 
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Empire for closer union, r64t 172, 178, 187 
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. the cost. of living and the cost of production ip., Great. •. 

, Britain, 169 , . . . . .. 
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South Africa, 2o6 . • ' . . . \ . 
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