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THE FIFTEENTH SESSION OF THE ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE. ‘

For the second time during the fifteen ycars of its existence the A. I
W. C. met in a State, in Mysore. Fiftecn years have seen changes
not only in the work of the Confercnce, in the broadening of its aims and
policy, but also in the growth ofits influence as the leading women’s organi-
sation of India. At Bangalore, in 1940, the Conference was hardly the
small band of educational enthusiasts who met in Poona at its first
session. The scope of the Conference has widened to include all aspects
of national life; it has further developed an international outlook, the

inevitable consequence of the realisation of the unity and sisterhood of
women.,

The length of the session was cut down as an experimental measure.
One often heard the comment that while the most important political
organisation of the country only took a couple of days to arrive at
momentous decisions, the A. I. W. C. took at least a week to reiterate
their demands! The relative shortness of the session this year did take
away some of the leisureliness of discussion. But it was just as well to
learn to do the necessary work within the minimum time. )

The Bangalore Reception Committee did not spare itself. The
opening of the Exhibition, wusually a prefatory function of the annual
session became an affair of separate importance. Then there was the
visiting delegation from Ceylon, a heartening feature in these days of
mutual distrust between the two neighkbours. Then there were visits to
factories and institutions, that plecasant afternoon function at the Mabhila
Seva Samaj when the portrait of Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi was un-
veiled by Begum Hamid Ali, the civic reception to the delegates, the
various At Homes and last but not the least, the public meeting when the
men demurely listened to all that the women had to say, a mutual exchange
of courtesies no doubt, as the men were allowed to speak freely on the
women’s movement on the opening day.
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The procedure also had slightly changed. The separate group
system was tried for the first time. Although it is too early to gauge its
success it was a time-saving device as it did away with the Findings
Committee and gave more opportunities for discussion at the plenary
sessions. ‘

We thank the Bangalore Reception Committee and the Government
of Mysore for the facilities afforded to the delegates to visit places of interest
and the liberal hospitality provided for all the delegates to the Conference.
We hope that the delegates have carried the message of the annual session
to their various districts and would give additional impetus to the Con-
ference work.



ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE.

Programme
. of
the opening session.

December 27th, 1940: at 5-15 p.m.
1. Welcome Song.

2, Election of the President :—
Proposed by: Begum Hamid Ali.
Seconded by: Mrs. Rustomji Faridoonji.
Reading of the Messages.

4. Welcome Address.

Lady Mirza M. Ismail, Chairwoman of the Reception
Committee.

5. Annual Report.

Mrs. Lakshmi N. Menon, Hon. General Secretary,
AILW.C.

6. Presidential Address.
Srimathi Rameshwari Nehru.
+7. Other Addresses.

(1) Amin-ul-Mulk Sir Mirza Ismail, (Read by Rajaman-
trapravina N. Madhava Rao, B.A., B.L.)

(it) Rajamantrapravina K. V. Anantaraman.

(z7) Dr. J. H. Cousins.

() Mr. D. V. Gundappa.

(v) Miss Cissy Cooray, Leader of Ceylon Delegation.

(vi) Rajacharithavisarada Rao Sahib C. Hayavadana Rao.
. 8. Vote of thanks.
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The proceedings began at 5-15 p.m. with a welcome song after which
Mrs. Mandyam requested Begum Hamid Ali to open the Conference.
Begum Hamid Ali in opening the Conference spoke as follows :—

Lady Mirza Ismail, Members of the Reception Committee, Sister
Delegates, and Brothers,

It is a great privilege conferred on me, to declare this Conference
open today. Before doing so I would like to give a very brief history of
the All-India Women’s Conference. I have no doubt that all our
friends here to-day have some sort of an idea as to when the Conference
was started and what it had been able to do for the past fifteen years. We
are greatly privileged to have with us the mother of our Conference—
Mrs. Cousins, amidst us today. (Applause).

We also have two of the active members on this dais and more than
two patrons who are called the foundation members and quite a good
number of standing committee members, who came to the first Conference
at Poona, and some of the oldest and best workers who joined later on and
among them, I should like to mention Rajkumari Amritkaur, and Mrs.
Rustomji Faridoonji, the old friends of the Conference, who, with Mrs.
Cousins first took very great trouble in attending these Conferences. With
the blessings of the people around us, who started the Conference, I am
sure that we shall carry this Session to a successful end. Although the
work of the Conference began with educational reform only, gradually .
we included social reform. Then we found how necessary it was to take
up political questions. In 1932 when the question of the New Constitu-
tion was on the anvil we took up the very large question of Franchise for
women and other matters which dealt directly with civic life and well-
being of the nation. Now the Conference has spread itself into all walks
‘of life. We deal with questions, not only of educational and social reform
" purely, but with other things. Now we have a large number of committees
which deal with every aspect of national life.  With these few words 1
declare this Conference opcn. (Applause.)

In proposing Mrs. Rameshwari Nchru to be President of the Con-
ference, Begum Hamid Ali again spoke as follows :—

I have very great pleasure in proposing you to the chair today. You
have been a very staunch supporter and worker of the All-India Women’s
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Conference. We know the great work you have done in other spheres
not only for women but for the uplitt of the Harijans. We are honouring
ourselves by honouring you. Now I request you to take the chair.
(Cheers.)

Mrs. Rustomji Faridoonji in scconding the proposal said :—

Members of the Reception Committee, and Sister Delegates, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

It gives me extreme pleasure to second Mrs. Hamid Ali.

Mrs. Brijlal Nehru has been one of our silent workers from the second
year of our Conference, and as most of you know she has made the cause
of the Harijans her own, for the last few years and has devoted herself to it.
She has never spared herself and few of us can realize what tiring work
her long long journeys from North to South and East to West in India
must have been. She was able to convince many with her sincerity and
in the justice of the cause she has undertaken. We also hope that her
intimate contact with them will bring more Harijan delegates to our Con-
ference. We in this Conference who stand for freedom of the right kind,
freedom from injustice, freedom to work, freedom to expand our activities,
feel that Mrs. Nehru has done a great piece of constructive work for this
Conference and that she has helped to get that freedom for some of our
unfortunates is a matter of great gratification for the Conference. Her
intense industry as she never spares herself, her great sympathy and her
spiritual nature well befit her as a leader among Indian women. Her
simplicity, geniality, and above all her sincerity has endeared her to all
of us. We feel that at this critical time her advanced yet balanced views
will be of a great help to our cause. We, the old guard, now on the point
of retiring have faith that our baby growing up to adolescence, and having
so many of our young, enthusiastic workers ready to carry on, shall and
will thrive as years go by. I for one firmly belicve that the regeneration
of India will come through her women and our Conference is but the
educative process for our women. (Cheers).

Dear friend, may God give you health and strength for the work
that lies before you, and may you have the best of luck through 1941.

Srimati K. D. Rukmini Ammal then garlanded Mrs. Rameshwari
Nehru amidst cheers. -
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Mrs. Lakshmi N. Menon, the General Secretary of the All-India
Women’s Conference, next read out the messages* received from those
interested in the work of the Women’s Conference, distinguished men and
women, friends and others.

Message of
His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore.

Mysore is proud today that in its turn it welcomes the All-India

_ Women’s Conference. It gives me great pleasure to join in this welcome

and wish the Conference and its deliberations every success. I can do

nothing better on this occasion than pass on to the Conference the saying

of a Great man, Shakespeare, “Women are the books, the arts, the aca-
demies, that show, contain and nourish all the world.”

Message of
Mahatma Gandhi.

I hope that the A.LW.C. will stand up for unadulterated non-
violence at this critical period of world’s history.—M. K. GANDHI.

WELCOME ADDRESS
- by
Lady Mirza M. Ismail
(Chairwoman of the Reception-Committee).
Sister Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my most pleasant duty as Chairwoman of the Reception Com-
mittee of the Mysore State Women’s Conference which is a constituent
of the All-India Women’s Conference, to offer a hearty welcome to you,
the Office-bearers of the All-India Women’s Conference and the Delegates
from its constituencies, to this its fifteenth annual session.

We have long hoped that the time would come when it would be
possible to have the inspiration of such a Conference in our midst. We
know from delegates of our State to previous sessions in other parts of India,
that such gatherings of earnest and capable women are fruitful in the
interchange of experience and in stimulus to extended activity for the
betterment of the lives of the women and children of the country. Yet,
while we would have desired an earlier session of the Conference in Mysore -

*See Appendix 1 for full list of messages.



Lady Mirza Ismail,
Chairwoman, Reception Committee, Bangalore.
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Stafe, we accept as compensation the fact that the enthusiasm of the Con-
ference for its ideals remains fresh, also that the scope of its interest has
widened from education only to the inclusion of everything that concerns
women’s affairs and the experience of the members has deepened not
only in passing necessary resolutions but in organizing their application
in life according to the needs and traditions of the different groups. that
make up the vast human unity of India.

Here, in Mysore, we have done what we could to put into practice
the ideals of the All-India Women’s Conference regarding the welfare of
women and children of all grades of society and all shades of belief.
Branches of the Mysore State Women’s Conference in various parts of the
country work for the spread of the spirit of service among their sisters and
for the modification of circumstances that stand in the way of such service:
They work also for the education of girls along lines that will help them
to become both useful and happy human beings. The success of our
work in this respect will be evident from the free intelligence of the women
of Mysore, with whom the delegates will come in contact. I am happy
to say that our work for the general advancement of women has had the
sympathy and help of those in authority, and that substantial grants have
been made by Government for the education of girls.

We look forward to a large accession of interest in our work and
assistance in carrying it out, as a result of your session in Mysore State.
We trust also that your presence in this ancient land, with its venerable
tradition of high culture and responsiveness to the growing needs of human
expression and organization, will afford enrichment to the knowledge of
the Conference as a whole. From such interchange between the Con-
ference and its constituencies there will arise clearer vision and more stable
and continuous purpose in clearing the way for the bringing of the influence
of women more fully into the general life of the country. In this way our
work will become associated with the work of women all over the world
for the fundamentals of human prosperity, happiness and peace. Today
the world is threatened with ruin by circumstances that have been created
outside the influence of women. Our deepest hope is that the delibera-

“tions and activities of this Conference may be guided towards the attain-
ment of peace both in India and the world at large,
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. Again, I offer you our most cordial welcome to our State for your

fifteenth annual Conference, and that you will carry away with you happy
memories of your visit. ' '

The Welcome Address of Lady Mirza Ismail was read by Srimati
K. D. Rukmini Ammal. Srimati K. D. Rukmani Ammal before ‘ reading
the address, spoke as follows :—

Madam, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Lady Mirza Ismail, the Distinguished President of our Reception
Committee, is Purdah, and so on her behalf I am to read out this
Welcome Address. Gladdened and honoured I feel for this great honour
done to me.

Srimati K.D. Rukmini Ammal supplemented the Welcome
Address with the following words :—

One last word T am asked to say. Human efforts are not at all very
complete, at any time. And so our efforts in making the stay of the
delegates and the Reception Committee members in Bangalore, may
have some shortcomings. Therefore I shall not apologise.

Mrs. Mandyam announced at this stage that Mrs. Nanjamma would
be translating the Welcome Address for the benefit of the Kannada-

speaking gathering present. Mrs. S. Nanjamma read the Kanarese
translation of the Welcome Address. T

ANNUAL REPORT 1940.
by
The Hon. General Secretary, Lakshmi N. Menon.

The year under report, notwithstanding the serious international
outlook, has been for the Conference remarkably uneventful. The 115
Branches and Sub-Branches with a registered membership of 5,200,
scattered all over this Continent, carried on their constructive programme
unimpeded. The aid to war efforts, where such work has been included
on the programme, has been an additional activity and not done in detri-
ment to the normal activities of the Branch Comynittees. Almost every
Branch has adopted the liquidation of illiteracy -especially among adult
women and girls as the main plank of its platform. The quiet determina-
tion with which the Conference units pursue this self-imposed task is the
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most encouraging feature of our current activities. Its numerous other
interests, such as conducting hostels for girls, maternity and child welfare
centres, nursery schools especially for children of women ,employed in
trades and industries, swadeshi exhibitions and popularisirig indigenous
industries, continue with increasing keenness.

In the sphere of legislation a further attempt to ameliorate the con-
dition of Hindu women is seen in the introduction of two Bills by Dr.
Deshmukh in the Central Legislative Assembly, one to provide for judicial
scparation and divorce and the other to give Hindu married women a
right to separate maintenance and residence under certain circumstances.
The agitation carried on by the Conference during the last few years to
get a committee appointed to enquire into the legal disabilities of Indian
women has not yet resulted in anything tangible. The Home Member’s
recent announcement that the Government proposed to appint a com-
mittee of eminent lawyers for advising it how the existing Hindu Law
should be amended for removing certain hardships caused to daughters
with regard to inheritance does not give us any hope, as even the idea of
appointing a committee under Sir N. N. Sircar with such limited terms
of reference as the consideration of separate residence for Hindu women
had to be postponed because the Central Government could not spare the
funds. . : C

The Lady Irwin College has kept up its record of usefulness and
efficiency. The examination results and inspection reports of the two
committees are very encouraging. Additional accommodation has been
built which has enabled the College to register over 100 girls as resident
students this year. But the College stands in need of financial aid for
further necessary expansion, in the matter of staff, accommodation and a
Handicrafts and Arts Department.

The quarterly bulletin of the Conference, now edited by Mrs.
Lakshmi N. Menon, is gaining in popularity and has been received with
approbation by the general public for its informative and interesting
contents. _

The idea of sending a Goodwill Delegation of Women to China on
behalf of the Conference had unfortunately to be postponed for wvarious
reasons. We are glad, however, to welcome among us our Sister Delegates
from Ceylon. We hope that they would contribute to our deliberations
and help us to stabilise the friendly relations between the two neighbours.
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We regret to note the absence of some of our office-bearers and active
workers who are away in jail. The absence of our greatest Leader and
Patron, Mrs. Naidu, owing to reasons of health is a source of anxiety to
all ofus. We hope that they will be able to rejoin us soon.

Although the Conference is a non-political organisation, it has among
its members, we are proud to say, some of the leading political workers
of the country. This only emphasises the non-sectarian and resilient
nature of our organisation.

The general policy of the Conference is to work for the welfare of
this country, especially of its women and children. It has consistently
worked for communal harmony, national unity and national self-respect.
Its aims and objects, its ideals and dreams are for the establishment of a
free, happy and united India. In order to achieve this it has willingly
co-operated with Governments and political parties in their constructive
programmes and would do the same in the future as well. More than any
other group in India, we feel that our aim should be not only to explain
social facts but completely change the social, economic and political out-
look of this country. We, therefore, agitate for compulsory education,
provision of opportunities for wemen in all the services and professions,
a uniform civil code for all persons living in India and abolition of personal
laws which emphasise communal differences. While we remember with
pride the ideals of the past, we dare mnot ignore the hard realities of the
present or forget our responsibilities to the future. It was one of Thomas
Henry Huxley’s aphorisms ‘‘that the great end of life is not knowledge
but action”. We who belong to a less scientifically minded nation may,
however, be allowed to insist that the great aim of life is knowledge leading

to decisive action.
* * * * * *

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.
Sister Delegates and Friends,

I wish I could address you in Hindustani to-day. We have been
advocating a common language for the country and our organisation has
recognised the claims of Hindustani as the lingua franca for India. In a
women’s assembly of an all-India character, Hindustani is the only and
the most suitable medium of expression. But, unfortunately, the time
for its usage on an occasion like the present has not yet come. I still have
to labour through a ereign language to make myself understood. I
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beseech your forgiveness for the flaws in my language and hope that before
long, we shall bz relieved of this handicap and Hindustani will be generally
" understood and spoken even in the South. :

We are meeting at a particularly critical time when gloom envelops
the world and our hearts are heavy. Vice has taken hold of men’s minds
and the demon of violence has assumed a form which is threatening to
engulf the whole human race. But the work of the world must go on and
we have to be at our post of duty as ordained by Almighty Providence-
which knows best. And so you find me here before you in response to
your call as your elected President for this year. I am deeply grateful
for the honour you have done me and appreciate the love and confidence
shown to me. My association with the Conference has been close and
long. I have had the privilege of serving it in various capacities during
the fifteen years of its existence. And though during these years there
have been times when other objects claimed my attention more, my love
for and interest in the Conference never flagged. At this time, when you
have chosen to give me the highest office in your organisation, I feel a
little diffident; for the responsibility of the President of a big All-India
Organisation is great and it is greater when momentous events of far-reach-
ing significance are happening. The consciousness that there are old and
experienced co-workers who will be sharing the burden of responsibility
with me gives me courage. I regret, however, that I am denied the
privilege of the wise counsel of some of the old and trusted officers of
the Conference. They are not present here today because they are
serving India elsewhere. I am sorry for this personal loss, but I rejoice
that these brave comrades have responded to the country’s call and
by their sacrifices have brought India a step nearer to its cherished goal.
They are the soldiers of peace and we are truly proud of them. The
cause of India’s freedom is theirs as well as ours and it is a just and
righteous cause which sooner or later is bound to succeed.

At this time, my thoughts go to sisters in the West as well as in the
East who are facing the greatest misfortunes ever knownin history, Had
it not been for this terrible calamity which has overtaken the world, some
of them would have been here with us today. I cannot help missing them
and regret the circumstances which have caused their absence. I can

- assure them on behalf of myself and of the Conference that we share their



12 ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

sorrow. The picture of the little children, of the men and women, old
and young, who are constantly living under the threat of bombs, whose
hearths and homes are broken, whose limbs are mutilated, whose lands
are devastated, is ever present before our minds and fills us with grief.
We cannot forget that those kindred peoples are living with death con-
stantly hovering over their heads. Under the continuous rain of bombs,
they know no sleep, no rest, no peace. I can tell them as long as these
_conditions last, there is no peace and rest for us either. We cannot sit
quiet at homes when this terrible fire is raging around us.

Conditions at home are not less gloomy. They affect us as much, if
not more. We are pledged not to take part in party politics, but as

Indians and women, we cannot remain indifferent to matters of vital
importance to our country. We may or may not agree with civil dis-
obedience, but we cannot be indifferent to the principle of the freedom of
pen and speech, for which brave sons and daughters of the nation are being
sent behind the prison bars. Our hearts are sore at the imprisonment of
these brave men and women of whom any country would be proud.
(Applause.) The monstrous sentence of four years’ rigorous imprisonment
passed on Jawaharlal cannot but wring our hearts with pain. We as
women struggling for our own freedom cannot help raising our voices
against suppression or oppression in all spheres. I pray that wiser counsels
may prevail and the impasse may soon be ended.

Our sympathies also go to those small nations of the world who are
losing their independence one after another and are being trodden under
the iron heel of despotism. Some of them put up brave fights against
the onslaught of aggression. They counted no cost too great for the pro-
tection of their integrity and independence. They sacrificed freely their
lives and money, but nothing availed them and they had to bow down
before the superior force of violence. This fact fills us with horror and
pain. More than horror and pain, it makes us think and cogitate. It
is evident from these happenings that the methods of violence have become
obsolete in defence of rightcousness. They have lost their potency. They
cannot protect small nations against bigger ones possessing superior physical
force. Some other means, therefore, must be found to save the smaller
peoples from the tyranny of the bigger ones. But to this subject, I shall
refer later on.
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Before procecding further, it is my plcasant duty to offer felicitations
to our sisters from Ceylon. Their presence here amongst us on a mission
of goodwill, at this particular time of struggle and strifc, is most welcome.
Ceylon and India are not strangers. They are very closc neighbours.
Their contacts go back to pre-historic times. Thcir culture and traditions
arc common and there has always been between them a free exchange of
goods, and of peoples and of ideas. From the carliest times, a spirit of
friendship has existed between the two and both have lcarnt a great deal
from each other. We appreciate, sisters, the trouble you have taken in
coming all the way from home as special delegates to our Conference
to take part in our deliberations, to cultivate our friendship and to under-
stand our problems. We fully reciprocate your feelings and hope that,
as a result of this visit, the friendship between the two countries will
strengthen and the little misunderstanding which crept into our relation-
ship will vanish. We are most grateful to you for coming to our land.
(Cheers.)

I cannot help remarking at this moment that had times been normal,
we might have had the good fortune of welcoming today Madame Chiang
Kai Shek amongst us. In answer to our invitation of last year, she was
good enough to say that when she got a little leisure f'rom' her pre-occupa-
tions in her own country, she would come to us. In the meantime, at our
last session at Allahabad, we had decided to send a deputation of women
from the All-India Women’s Conference to China. Madame Chiang
Kai Shek had very kindly sent us an invitation and had made all arrange-
ments for our visit in last October. We were looking forward to paying
our homage to that ancient land of great culture and to express in person
our sympathy for the trials through which that great nation is passing and
to say how genuinely we admire her for the brave stand her men and women
have put up against the aggression of Japan. But uncertain political
conditions in our own land made it impossible for us to leave the country
at this juncture and we had to postpone the honour and pleasure of visiting
China to a later date. We hope that we shall be able to exchange the
proposed mutual visits before long under freer and happicr conditions
in both lands.

The All-India Women’s Conference to-day completes fourteen years
of its life. Much cannot be expected during fourteen years as, after all,
it is a very short time in the life of a people. But in these abnormal times,
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when scientific inventions have so accelerated speed that it defies all human
calculations, living organisms are keeping pace with the machine. And
so the progress of Indian women during this period, even measured
according to-the present standards, is not disappointing. I remember
those days of the late twenties. We had just started agitation on various
social problems concerning women. Till then, the work of women’s
educational and social advancement was mainly carried on either by men
or under their direction. Women generally were unfamiliar with these
problems and their Conferences on an all-India basis were a novelty.
Women’s participation in public work was rare and although there existed
hundreds of women’s societies in different parts of the country, there
was no co-ordination or co-operation between them. The picture today
is different. Amongst the well-to-do classes, the number of highly educated
women has grown enormously. Purdah is fast disappearing, the age of
marriage has been considerably raised, there is more freedom of movement
and larger contacts all round. The number of women interested in public
affairs is much larger. The women’s movement is directed and guided
solely by themselves. They are found working in all spheres of life. In
the district boards, municipalities, education committees, legislatures,
in the Government cabinets, in the national movements, though still in
small numbers, they are making their contributions creditably. I am not
vain enough to attribute all this progress to the Women’s Conference.
Various forces have been at work. Religious and social reform agencies,
political and constructive work of the Congress, contact with the outside
world; the spread of education and last but not least the spirit of the times
have all contributed towards this emancipation. And now we see a new
life pulsating through women who are thinking and planning and agitating
for the removal of their wrongs. The desire for change, which was so far
more or less confined to the educated sections of society, has gone beyond
them and is affecting the comparatively backward classes of women
also. The success of the Marwari Women’s Anti-Purdah Conference,
held in Calcutta the other day, initiated and organised by themselves,
is an instance in point. The spirit of defiance shown by the zanana
women who came out to organise their procession leading it on horse-
back, was something to be marvelled at. Itis a sign of the times and
shows how imperceptibly the women’s movement is penetrating into and
transforming the various strata of society.
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The special contribution of our Conference to the women’s move-
ment is the definite shape and colour that it has given to it. It has focussed
public attention on women’s problems. Ithas created a machinery for
the formulation of duthentic views on such questions, it has consolidated
and presented women’s demands to the public and the various authorities.
It has decidedly succeeded in bringing under its banner a larger number
of women than any other all-India women’s organisation. (Cheers.) Its
annual sessions bring into contact women workers from all parts of India.
It has certainly established a spiritual family relationship between them
which in itself is an invaluable gain. It has inculcated in women the
habit of toleration of differences of opinion, of appreciating each other’s
good points of working together. It has given them their first lessons
in democracy which, from the success achieved, seems to me more suited
to the feminine temperament than to the masculine. (Applause). The
annual conferences held in different branches and sub-branches, particularly
in small towns, create a stir'amongst women, draw them together, make
them think and form opinions on different subjects. This has created a
great awakening amongst women. (Cheers.)

The expansion of the scope of the Conference from merely women’s
problems to wider questions of human relationships has given it a new life.
It is not possible for any organisation, even though it be of women, to live
only on making demands for feminine rights. A living organization needs
growth and no narrow limits for its self-expression are possible. It was;
therefore, a natural evolution of the growing life of our organisation. And
the wisdom of the decision taken at Delhi is proved by the dignity, self-
restraint and the breadth of view of the various war and other topical
resolutions passed by our branches and half-yearly and yearly sessions.
The war resolutions show how deeply the war has touched the innermost
recesses of our hearts. How grieved we are at the ravages perpetrated
on humanity in which our people, though not on the front line of suffering,
are none the less very much included. Indeed, it would have been tragic
if at this juncture we were not allowed to give cxpression to the agony
of our hearts. And something very good and glorious has come out of
it.  'We have unanimously, with one voice, proclaimed our faith in non-
violence and declared to the world that we consider it to be the only solu-
tion of the world’s ills, May God grant that these resolutions, backed by
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the strength of true determination, become a living force for the
reformation of ourselves and the world. (Continued Cheers.)

You have already learnt, friends, about the details of our work
from the report of the Secretary, which will soon be presented to you. I
need not point out that our main field of work is social and educational
and in our resolutions we have dealt with these questions exhaustively.
It is evident that all the reforms advocated by us were not capable of being
achieved in a short space of time by any agency, government or private.
They are much too numerous to bear mention here. I shall mention only
a few by way of example. ‘

In the sphere of education, we have laid great emphasis on free and
compulsory education both for boys and girls and we have advocated
more expenditure on women’s education. We have demanded better
sanitary conditions, trained teachers and various other reforms for schools.
Some of our suggestions have been taken up and acted upon. Fine arts,
advanced domestic science, provincial languages are included as optional
subjects for college courses by some of the Universities. Women’s hostels
have been started by others. These matters repeatedly formed the subject-
matter of our resolutions. Some of our branches enthusiastically took
up the work of the removal of illiteracy and achieved good results. Others
are running Hindustani, English, Sewing, Music classes, of which hundreds
of women are taking advantage.

The Lady Irwin College of New Delhi stands as an outstanding
example of our efforts for giving domestic science a respectable place in the
curriculum of women’s education.

In the social sphere, we have made an humble contribution towards
the removal of evil customs and the obliteration of unjust laws. Amongst
the many reforms that we have urged are the removal of Purdah, of early
marriage, widow remarriage, abolition of the dowry system, equal moral
standard for men and women and economic independence of women.
Our methods of work have been propaganda by means of meetings and
conferences, but some of us have urged the necessity of legal enactments
for the removal of these practices. I personally feel that conversion is
a surer and better method of reform than compulsion. Compulsion even
with the best of motives leads to bad results. In the matter of reforms,
the law can be used only as an aid, helping the reformers to press in their
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points where unnecessary obstinacy is displayed. Had the Child Marriage
Restraint Act been backed by intensive and widespread propaganda, its
success, in spite of all other drawbacks, would have been ensured.

We have advocated radical changes in the personal laws particularly
of the Hindus, and have demanded that the law with regard to inheritance,
marriage, guardianship of the children and other matters should deal
cquitably with the rights of women. We want that polygamy should
be interdicted by law and divorce on specific conditions should be intro-
duced amongst the Hindus. Bills embodying these reforms have become
a normal feature of our legislatures but few have been destined to bear
the test of the anvil and become the law of the land. A more drastic
method of dealing with these unjust laws is indicated. I agree with the
suggestion made by some of our members that an equitable comprehensive
law based on the equality of the sexes should be enacted even though it is
adopted by individuals in place of the present divergent laws of the ccm-
munity may be voluntary.

Acts for the suppression of immoral traffic, for the protection of
children, for the abolition of the Devadasi system and for various other
purposes of a similar nature have been demanded by us and are now on
our statute books. We have tried to do some investigation and organiza-
tion work amongst working women and have embodied their demands
of better housing, ante-natal and pre-natal maternity benefits, creches,
nursery schools, etc., in our resolutions.

From what I have mentioned merely by way of example of the nature
of our work, it is evident that the scope of our work has become as extensive
as life itself. Necessarily, thercfore, practical work was done only in a
very few instances. Most of the work consisted of preliminary investiga-
tions and consolidation and focussing of opinion on these subjects. This
has exposed us to criticism from many quarters, which we must determine
to live down by devoting ourselves afresh to the task before us.

Amongst the subjects chosen for discussion at the present session
and for work during the coming year, I would like to offer a few remarks
on untouchability and communal unity from the social group and cottage
industries and housing from the economic group.

Removal of untouchability is my own subject and I can say from
experience that work in that sphere is most elevating. It brings us nearer
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to the realization of Akimsa, it helps us to see ourselves in the true pers-
pective as perpetrators of terrible injustices on a vast community for which
each one of us is individually and collectively responsible. Harijan
service, like the worship of God, lifts one morally to a higher plane. It
is like the redemption of a crushing debt which relieves the soul of its
heavy burden. A little contribution made towards the removal of un-
touchability, a little effort made to bring light and cheer into the dismal
life of these victims of our oppression will lift us as individuals and as a
nation to a higher level. (Applause). I invite all sister delegates present
here and through them the women of the whole country to make the ex-
periment and test the truth of my assertion. This is not the place for me
to give practical suggestions for work. I have been making suggestions
throughout the last many years. Not much direction is needed when the
heart is given. It knows how to make its own way. I, therefore, make
a general appeal for women to take up this work as their very own. Some
of our branches are doing a little in that connection, and I am grateful
to them. But much greater effort is needed and I am sorry to observe
that women’s contribution to the work is not anything to be proud of. We
may not forget that the achievement of our freedom is impossible till we
have rectified this great wrong. The awakening amongst the Harijans
is growing very fast with the education they are receiving, but the pre-
judices of the caste Hindus are not dyirg out with the same rapidity. This
breeds a resentful attitude amongst the Harijans which weakens the growth
of the whole nation. Even from the point of view of national freedom,
untouchability must go. ,

Communal unity is another allied chosen subject of the year. Its
achievement for our national advance is as fundamental as the removal
of untouchability. The nature of this problem bears affinity to the
problem of untouchability. If anything it perhaps is more acute and
requires more delicate handling. It is a mixture of political, economic
and religious elements made complex and difficult of solution by the
presence of a third and interested party. But we may not put the blame
on the third party and seek absolution of responsibility for ourselves (Hear,
hear). The very fact that the third party succeeds in . creating or
augmenting schisms amongst us shows our weakness. For the removal
of that weakness ways and means must be found. The Women’s Con-
ference has done a considerable amount to bring the women of all com-
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munities on a common platform. I can vouch for the fact that amongst
us there are no distinctions of caste or creed. We do not even remember
which religion or community we belong to. On the platform of the Con-
ference we are just women serving the cause of women and the mother-
land (Applause). But we have not yet heen able to take this amity and
good-will further than the boundaries of our Conference. We ought to
make an effort to do this, One point which I would like to bring to the
notice of the delegates is that the number of our Muslim members and
delegates is small.  Great attention should be paid to increase their number
and I request my Muslim sister delegates to make it their special concern
for the next year. Without their earnest co-operation this work cannot
be accomplished. The end of the year must show a large increase of
Muslim members on our registers. That in itself will bring the two sister
communities a step nearer (Applause). '

From the economic group one of the subjects that I have chosen
for comment is “Cottage Industries”. We may not lose ourselves in
academical discussions on the comparative merits and demerits of cottage
versus large scale industries. We may only remember that under the
present conditions, cottage industries in India are a necessity. Itis through -
them alone that the starving millions can get their daily bread. Our
time should, therefore, be spent in devising means for their promotion.
The starting of training centres, of sales depdts, propaganda and several
other ways'arc open to us; but the most effective way is personal patronage.
Khadi of course is the centre of all village industries. There are not many
khadi wearers amongst our members. I appeal for a respectable place
for khadi in the wardrobes of our members (continued Cheers). Khadi
is an acquired taste and its beauties can be perceived by cultivation. Even
its roughness has a charm. It is lifc-giving to the poor and peace-giving'
to the rich (Cheers). An assembly of women, dressed in pure white khadi
is a feast to the eye.  Khadi is a symbol of our love for suppressed hum anity,
(Loud applause), itis an expression of our will to be free. Members of
a nationalist organisation like ours should consider themselves morally
bound to wear khadi (Hear, hear). And closely connected with kkadi is
spinning. Sacrificial spinning is as ennobling as Harijan seva (Hear, hear).
Every turn of the wheel and every thread that is spun brings one nearer
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to the masses. It breeds a mentality which smarts under the injustices
of the current social and economic system and strengthens the determina-
tion to change it by non-violent means. I, therefore, appeal to our mem-
bers to take to daily sacrificial spinning which will automatically make
them supporters of kkadi and of village industries (Cheers).

Now I come to the last subject, that of “housing”. The paucity
of houses in India is astounding. In a country of nearly four hundred
million inhabitants, the poor have hardly any houses to live in. Only
those who have travelled widely in the interior of the country and have
closely studied the question can have an adequate idea of the sufferings
caused to men and women on account of lack of houses. Over-crowding
in cities is particularly deplorable. Hundreds of thousands of people
spend their lives cramped up in hovels called houses by courtesy. It is
not within our scope or within our power to make up for this deficiency.
But we can do something in arousing social conscience against this evil.
We can remind the governments and local authorities, the rich and the
educated classes that it is their responsibility to take the dumb toiling
millions out of this veritable hell. Lack of money should make no excuse.
The need is so imminent that if no other means are available, money should
be borrowed for building purposes by governments and local boards. Co-
operative Housing Societies should be promoted by the people themselves
and moneyed people should be persuaded to invest their money in housing
schemes. House rents should be regulated by law to prevent the worst
type of exploitation. I have scen landlords taking enormous rents ranging
from Rs. 4 to 8 for tiny little dingy one-room tenements without any
amenities. This sort of exploitation must be stopped forthwith. Owners
of agricultural lands should be compelled by law to give decent houses to
their tenants . The duty of our Conference is to bring these facts before the
public and to persuade them to rectify these.

I must now say a few words about non-violence in which we have
repeatedly declared our unflinching faith. An Indian women’s organisa-
tion could do nothing less. Non-violence is inbred in an Indian woman.
She carries its impress on her soul. The traditions in which she is brought
up, the deprivations she has to go through in life, the sanskars with which
she is born or her inherited genius all make her a suitable medium for the
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expression of non-violence. But that which has been so far latent, has
to be made patent. At present an Indian woman’s non-violence savours
of the non-violence of the weak and the helpless.  As such it is worthless.
It requires a conscious training to turn it into the non-violence of the strong,
without which it cannot acquirc the powcr to resist vice and violence.
In the practice of non-violence in life Mahatma Gandhi expects more
from women than from men. Let us by constant effort at self-purification
make ourselves worthy of this trust. The best training centres for non-
violence are our own homes. But a search-light has to be turned ever
inwards and a constant watch kept on ourselves to make sure that from
day to day the boundaries of our family are extending and the mother’s
heart is constantly getting bigger to bring within its.compass the whole
of humanity. (Cheers). '

Our responsibility is great. We should neyer forget that lip service to
a cause is worse than no service at all (Hear, hear). It weakens us as well
as the cause. Truth and honesty demand that we practise what we preach.
I, therefore, commend it to our members to give serious thought to the ways
and means of realizing non-violence in their individual lives. I would
suggest a serious study of Gandhian literature. The extension of non-
violence from the individual to the group, its application to national and
international matters is a new experiment with a technique evolved by
Gandhiji in the laboratory of his life in which all through he has experi-
mented with truth. It is a glory and a privilege to be born in his time
and be his contemporary. We must do all in our power to deserve that
privilege.

In the end I must say how happy I am to be here with you this after-
noon. South India and particularly the State of Mysore is like a second
home to me, where I spent several happy months a few years ago. I am
grateful for the hospitality offered to the Conference by the women of
Mysore amongst whom I have several old and beloved friends and whom
I am so happy to meet again. I feel grieved that His late Highness the
Maharaja Saheb whom I had the privilege of knowing, is no more in this
‘world. But I know that he is still alive in the hearts of his subjects where
he has made an abiding place for himself (Applause).
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One last word and I have finished. To those of my brothers who
do not agree with the policy of the Women’s Conference, who see danger
in our demand for freedom and sex equality, I say cast off these fears and
have trust in us. We shall not fail you nor lose our balance (Hear, hear).
And even if we do momentarily, 1 say, to err in freedom is better than
to keep straight in slavery (Hear, hear, applause). The spectres of dis-
integration, of disorder, of sex war that haunt some of you occasionally
are phantoms of the imagination (Laughter). There can be no war be-
tween the mother and son, between the father and daughter, brother and
sister, husband and wife. And if there can be no war between them,
there can be none between man and woman. We have no bitierness in
our movement (Hear, hear). None is likely to come in. All that we want
is to establish equity and fairplay between the relations of man and woman
as well as man and man (Laughter). Thatis the only foundation on
which a stable structure of civilized society can be built (Applause).

To my co-workers and sister delegates, I want to say this last word
that more service is demanded of us, more dedication is called for. Work
from where you stand, where destiny has placed you. Do your best to
finish with the old world of tyranny and exploitation and lend your help-
ing hand to bring in the new era of peace and goodwill (Prolonged
Cheers). :

* * % * - & *

Mrs. S. Nanjamma mentioned that she was requcsted to translate
the Presidential Address into Kannada. Mrs. Nanjamma informed
the audience that as the translation was voluminous, and as only
five minutes were given to her to speak on the salient points in the
Presidential Address she requested the audience to go through the entire
speech in Kannada, published in the local dailies. And Mrs. Nanjamma
for her part gave in a nutshell the important things mentioned in the -
Presidential Address. o

Other Addresses.

The President mentioned that the written address of Sir Mirza M.
Ismail would be read by Rajamantrapravina N. Madhava Rao, B.A,,
B.L., First Member of Council.
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Rajamantrapravina N, Madhava Rao before reading the Address
of Sir Mirza M. Ismail said :—

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am sure you miss Sir Mirza M. Ismail who was to have read the
Address at this Conference. He has been unable to come, but he
has tried to mitigate the disappointment that this would cause by
committing to writing the thoughts he wanted to communicate to this
Conference and he has asked mc to read his address at this Conference.

After expressing these few words he read the Address of Sir Mirza
Ismail :—

Ladies,

I am not using the language of conventionality and formality when
I say that I am deeply gratified at having the privilege of addressing this
Conference. This is your first meeting in the Mysore State. Most heartily
do I bid you welcome, both as the official head of the Administration and
as an individual interested in the welfare and advancement of humanity.

You have chosen Mysore as the venue of your Meeting. That is an
event of moment. Your Conference consists of a large and influential
gathering of the most intelligent, alert and cultured women. Nothing
crosses your attention without that most valuable aid to human progress,
criticism, balanced criticism. But just as you are capable of balanced
criticism, so you are capable of something which, in this imperfect
world, is rarer and perhaps more valuable, appreciation. Women are
ever ready to recognize and appreciate any advance, however small.
And they are ready to render thanks for such advance.

Now since we know that you can appreciate, we are anxious that
you should appreciate Mysore. You have put us on our best behaviour !
Especially we want you to appreciate the things in Mysore State, in which
you are particularly interested, for example, our hospitals and provision
for medical aid for women and children.
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My opinion and yours might not always tally in regard to the ques-
tion as to what subjects it would be necessary and expedient to discuss.
But apart from these occasional differences of opinion there is one thing
about which there can be no possible difference of opinion at all. And
that is the value of the work that you have done and are doing by these
conferences. The value of that work is threefold. It is work on behalf
of women. It is work for Indian women and it is work for the benefit of

“men and women conjointly.

Apart from the general value of your work, your Conference arose
at a most critical time. The womanhood of India required leadership
and guidance; the experience, the sagacity of highminded Indian women
were required to guide their vast sisterhood through the maze of ideas,
doctrines, policies and ideologies of the modern world. Guidance and
sometimes restraint were needed in the cage of those who felt the impulse
to carry a new-found freedom to extremes. And you had to preach the
sobering doctrine of service, in education, social life and public activities.
In this sphere you have earned the garland of success. Since the advent
of the parent organization, the Women’s Indian Association, twenty-five
years ago, the position of women, particularly in social and legislative
activities, has undergone a revolution. The same may be said of the
general attitude to the placé of women in life. In your work you have
had before you the inspiring examples of both Hindu and Muslim women
whose names are renowned in the history of India, and to come
nearer to our own times, you have been stimulated by the shining example
of a number of your contemporaries, whose names will be carried with the
passing of time into the lasting annals of high disinterested service.

What seems to me one of the most important features of your work
is what I may call its cosmopolitan character. The purpose which the
All-India Women’s Conference has steadfastly kept before it is to become
and to be the forum of all ranks of society and shades of opinion. Here
are no air-tight compartments, no barriers of caste, creed, opinion or
rank. Your view-point is the All-India view-point. Your fundamental
principle of unity in this matter is close to my own conviction. For this
adherence to an All-India view of women’s work I offer you my cordial
congratulations. Your assemblage today includes women of different
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faiths, some born into that ancient faith held by the larger part of the people
of India, others adherents of the faith into which I myself was born, and
still others of different faiths from these. But here you meet on the basis
of your essential sisterhood. As long as you retain this sense of funda-
mental human unity, whatever criticism you may meet, you cannot go
far wrong. At a time when the infection of communal disunity is being
carried into the remotest villages of India, yours is a great opportunity,
I should say also a high duty, to carry far and wide the disinfecting gospel
of the unity of womanhood. (Cheers).

In the complicated organisation of life today it may be that women
will be more concerned with one department of life and men with others.
But at the centre, at the centre of life itself, there can be no dividing line
between man and woman. We must not confuse the unessential with the
essential.

Now the centre of life is, has been, and ever will be the home. At
that centre, the home, is woman. Man, by reason of the many necessities
and complications of his life, often is impelled towards the outer circume
ference. But he also feels and responds to the inward pull of home.
Woman, however, is at the centre all the time. Her pre-occupations are
more with living beings and their essential needs than with the mani-
pulation of useful and important but inanimate properties and interests.

Woman is more concerned with life than with stock-markets and red
tape.

We are all looking forward hopefully, anxiously, to the new world
when the noise of battle shall have ceased and the din of political dissension
shall have quietened. In the work of reconstructing that new world you
and your sisters all over the world will be required. Your influence will
be needed to help in the establishment of a world order based not on the
flimsy pretexts of social or religious affinities or economic interest but on
the unshakable foundation of common needs and experiences and as-

pirations. This is the field in which women can play an important and
appropriate part.
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Much of the credit for the eatry of women into the public life of the
country is due to the All-India Women’s Conference, and I look forward

with confidence to even greater efforts by it in the strenuous and testing
years on which India, with the rest of the world, has entered.

I learn from Resolutions of former sessions of the Conference that
it has expressed itself as against war. In doing so it is at one with all decent
human beings whose ideal of their race is higher than that of predatory
and man-slaying animals. We are all against war and in favour of pcace,
Just as all doctors and all patients are against disease and in favour of health.
But when disease comes we have got to meet it with all available means
or perish, and it is not in the nature of the mass of human beings to connive
at their own annihilation. _

With your Conference, Ladies, rests the important work of seeking
out the causes of the disease of war, and not merely neutralizing those
causes by palliatives, but abolishing them by creating conditions of thought
and feeling that will make their reappearance impossible.

In regard to the work which lies before you the value of this Con-
ference is evident. Your thoughts are clarified and enriched by the inter-
play of sincere and well-furnished minds. The will is directed by thought
and from will there comes action. So we may regard these proceedings
as the main-spring of prime motive of those-activities of yours which, I
am confident, will have very beneficial results.

Ladies, to this session of the All-India Women’s Conference, which
meets not only forthe first time in Mysore, but also at the happy beginning
of the reign of His Highness Sri Jaya Chamaraja Wadhiyar Bahadur, to
whom I know you offer your congratulations and blessing, I tender a most
hearty welcome and every wish for the success of its deliberations.

Rajamantrapravina N. Madhava Rao was then garlanded.

: (2) -
Rajamantrapravina K.V. Anantraman, Second Member of
Council, made these preliminary remarks before reading the address :—

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| I'am not in the programme, but I am demanded to speak. I really
feel that after the excellent addresses that have been delivered to you
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today it is rather superfluous for me to attempt to address you. But
still as, “OBEY” is the order of the future regime, I have readily accepted
the invitation. f

I have been asked by the organizers of this Conference to address
a few words to you. I am deeply conscious of the honour they have done
me but I must say that I feel very diffident about my competency to under-
take the task. I am also apprehensive lcst my temerity to lecture to you
should be interpreted as a trace of that alleged original sin of man to keep
women in a position of inferiority and subjection. Our distinguished
countrywoman who presided over last year’s All-India Women’s Confe-
rence, and whom we have the pleasure of having with us here to-day,
described us as selfish and greedy, and anxious to get away with the whole
cake. We were dubbed as ‘““Hitlers of the home”. In the presence of
such scathing critics, you will realise how embarrassing it is for a mere
man to face such a distinguished concourse of ladies who have gathered
together from all parts of India to advance the cause of women in every
department of life.

I have been watching the growth of the women’s movement in our
State and outside. The remarkable success that the movement has
achieved in a comparatively short space of time augurs well for its future.
You have received unstinted support from all sides. You have not hzd
to resort to force to enforce your rights and obtain your demands as your -
sisters in England had to do. When your bugles were sounded the gates
of the fortress have been thrown cpen. Women in our country have
always occupied an honoured and respected position. Our sisters in
ancicnt times were great votaries of the fine arts and learning. Women
had a position equal in importance, dignity and influence to that of men.
Saraswati is the Goddess of Vidya. In many parts of India, to millicrs
of people the tutelary deity is a Goddess, whether she is called Chamundes-
wari or Durga, or Bhagavati or Kali. A man may not perfcrm any sams-
kara of importance without his wife by his side. This is not to say that
women’s position at present is ideal and that there is nothing more to be
done. Historical causes, economical disturbances, obscurantist rcligious
movements, conflicts between caste and caste and community and com-
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munity have given rise to practices and customs which have gradually
deteriorated the position of women. The deterioration has varied in
intensity from place to place. May I assure you that in your examination
of your difficulties and in your decisions regarding the methods you should
adopt for removing them, you have our sincerest sympathy and that you
have our whole-hearted co-operation?

If you will forgive me, may I point out that your propaganda is
more- efficient than even that of Hitler’s Goebbels. With your fifth
columnist in every home, your success will be as complete as it will be speedy.

Dr. J. H. Cousins, addressing the delegates, said :—

You have assembled here to hold the fifteenth session of the All-India
Women’s Conference. Fifteen years is a considerable time from the birth
of an organization, and as I happen to have been an observer, even in some
respects a helper, at the birth of the Conference, I should like to remind
those of you who may not be aware of the fact, that its ancestry is a much
more complicated matter than the simple name of the Conference would
seem to indicate. It began when an English educational official in Bengal
asked for a statement of what the women of India wanted in education,
so that he and others engaged in the administration of education might
be guided in their work. The request was heard by an elderly gentleman
of French extraction who had accidentally attended the meeting at which
it was made, because his daughter, then married to a Dutchman in Sind,
has been Principal of the Women’s College in Calcutta in which the meet-
ing was held. He carried the request across the Continent to his daughter
who transmitted it to the joint sccretaries of the Women’s Indian Associa-
tion at Adyar, Madras. One of these was a Scottish Englishweman
married to a Cingalese. The other was an Irishwoman who was married
to an Irishman. She has been referred to by a previcus speaker as the
mother of the Conference. Although the detailed preparations for the
birth of the organization were concocted in my home, I do mnot aspire
to the title of the father of the Conference. I should be satisfied with
the humble designation of member-in-law.

Out of this French-Dutch-Scottish-English-Cingalese-Irish  and

Indian ancestry came the first All-India Women’s Conference. It was
jntended to be the only one, and to present an authoritative statcment
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regarding women’s education in India based on common nceds and local
variations. But the inspiration and happiness that the delegates dis-
covered in their coming together in the service of an ideal led to the estab-
lishment of an annual Conference and to the development of activities
into all that concerned the welfare of women and children, indeed of the
whole humanity of India. And now the first experimental Conference
has grown into this great gathering of women from all parts of India
intent on the highest service of their vast sisterhood. You are now, as
an organization fourteen ycars old, and there are no signs observable that
you are approaching a termination. Like Tennyson’s Brook you may
say :—

We chatter, chatter as we flow

To join the brimming river,

For men may come and men may go,

But we go on for ever.

I am sure you all wish Sir Mirza Ismail to know how much we miss
his presence this evening., We all wish him a speedy recovery from the
accident that overtook him. Like all creators of good and beautiful things
for the service of the people, Sir Mirza shares in a large measure the
characteristics of constructiveness and human feeling that specially belong
to womanhood. We are all, we men, an amalgam of manhood and
womanhood, but only a very small percentage of us make any effort like
Sir Mirza Ismail to live up to our hereditary maternity. We concern
ourselves less with the essentials of life than with its accessories, and because
of this, the world is in its present parlous condition. We need more men
of the Mirza stamp, and we need more women fired with the same
enthusiasm and work for the service of the people, if the world is to be
changed from the domination of separating ideologies to the freedom
of human unity and mutual service, from the destructiveness that is un-
happily a monopoly at present of manhood, to the creativeness that is
happily preserved by womanhood, and that, let us hope in the near
future, will become common to man and woman.

I am very happy to have had the opportunity of saying these few
words to you, and I wish your session every blessing and usefulness not
only to the women of India but to the women of all countries who need
your idcalism and selfless service.
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Woman’s Role in Reconstructing our National Life.

Speech by Mr. D. V. Gaendappa at the All-India Women’s
Conference, Bangalore, 27th December, 1940.

I have been invited to make a speech and I greatly value this oppor-
tunity of speaking to you. I shall submit my points without much ex-
planation or argument. :

First of all,. T regard your Conference movement as a vital part of
our national movement, and therefore as one that ought to be supported
and strengthened by every one—man or woman—who wishes India well.
This Conference is an invaluable limb of the agency necessary to plan
and prepare for the reconstruction of the whole of our National life,
Your Conference has already won recognition as such an institution.

Secondly, I wish to offer my tribute of admiration for the wisdom and
patriotism of your leaders in having kept the movement clear of all
influences and tendencies that narrow down patriotism into spheres smaller
than our common motherland and introduce divisions into the citizen-
body. We men find among ourselves not a few who are unable to see
their country outside a group or sect or caste or race smaller than the
Indian nation; and to whom the part is greater than the whole. You as
mothers are familiar with the quarrels of children. When half a dozen
of them raise a howl over their claims for a toy or a packet of sweets,
you know by instinct how to quell the riot, whom to befriend and
whom to neglect, whom to coax and whom to admonrish. T think there
is sore need for the exercise of similar motherly offices of tact
and sense of equity and all-round gocdwill towards our men politicians.
If Mr. Gardhi and Mr. Jinnah would refer their differences for arbitra-
ment to the All-India Women’s Conference, I have every hope they will

be enabled to see some way out of their present difficulties. I say this
" in all scriousncss; for there is nothing abstruse or recondite in the Hindu-
Moslem question. What its solution needs, above all other things, is
common sense brought to the' service of a large-hearted love for the
motherland; and our sisters are surely not poor in these qualities. I pray
and trust nothing will be allowed to happen which can interfere with the
unity and integrity of patriotism among our womanhood or can lessen
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the cfficacy of the lesson in the sense of civic community and national
fellow-citizenship which they are now happily in a posiion to teach us.

1

- Thirdly, I should like to invite attention to the necessity for our
making clear to our own minds what is meant by modern progress and
thinking fearlessly about its implications. Too frequently, a formula is
prescribed to us that in our progress we must combine the best of our
country’s past with the best of what the West has to offer. But this for-
mula, beautiful as it looks at first sight, is not easy to understand in a de-
finite and precise manner with reference to any concrete problem of life
or conduct. Our women too should delve into the Dharma Sastras.
Without a critical revaluation of our inherited social code and customs,
there can be no sound and healthy adjustment between our past and
our future. Let us remember that modern progress means, among other
things, the growing industrialisation of the country’s economic structure,
the growing urbanization of towns and villages, and the growing
complexity of social relationships. Women will have to take their
place by the side of men as fellow-workers in factories and workshops,
in warehouses and offices, as well as in educational institutions and public
assemblics. With such increased occasions of companionship and proxi-
mity are bound to arise all sorts of complications; and the traditional ideal
of a woman expressed in the Sanskrit phrase—‘“a-suryampasya—“One
who never looked on even the sun”—is simply and absolutely impossible
for all except a microscopic minority who are the favourites of fortune.
Life is the sovereign factor for our consideration; and its demands must not
be ignored or suppressed even in the honoured name of tradition and re-
ligion. Not to adjust: ourselves to changing environment is to enfeeble
and impoverish life; and that is neither a fair nor a grateful way of dealing
with the first of God’s gifts. - I would thcrefore appeal to you that you
should participate with men in the work of thinking about our social
problems and offer your own independent solutions for their consideration.
Not only in questions pertaining to the civil and political rights of women
like those of inheritance and franchise, but also in regard to legislation
affecting marriage, welfare measures like workmen’s compensation
and maternity benefit, matter of social hygiene, divorce laws and so
forth, I wish your Conference would insist on its being given special
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opportunities to study and offer its opinion and also to assist in the work
of the committees of the legislature.

But what our national progress requires is not the enunciation of
new or profound ideas so much as the intelligent and steadfast practice
of certain well-ascertained and widely endorsed principles. If this Con-
ference should prove to be more than an annual show and a pastime, its
members should make it a point to translate the principles and ideals it
adopts into acts of daily observance. I give my sincere good wishes for
the practical and realistic success of the Conference.

% % *

Miss Cissy Cooray, Leader of the Ceylon Delegation, said :—

Sisters,

On behalf of the Ceylon Delegation I beg to convey our thanks te
you for your kind invitation to attend the Conference and make your
acquaintance and maintain friendly relations with our sisters of India.

I am voicing the sentiments of my colleagues and myself in stating
that we are honoured to be here in your midst as representatives of our

country.

These friendly discussions between the representatives of different
countries embody the high ideals of internationalism whose essentials are
co-operation and understanding the other’s points of view. T need hard-

ly state how far the value of those ideals are stressed by the present trend
of world affairs.

The years that are to come will also mark the growing importance
of woman’s place in the life of the country. We who have been entrusted
with the care and attention of the rising citizens during very important
stages of their development feel that our interest, and where required,
active participation in matters of national and international importance
augur well for the future of the world. ~

As I stand here among you, my sisters of India, my thoughts retrace
their steps far back along the passages of history, over 2000 years, when
the great Emperor Dharmasoka’s children, Prince Mahinda and Princess
Sanghamitta, both members of the noble order of the Sangha, carried to
Ceylon the Buddha Dharma, the message of India’s greatest son, which
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shines with untarnished radiance there up to this very date. This is neither
the first nor the last of our associations with Mother India but it occupies
a place significant in the glorious cavalcade of contacts which dates back
to prehistoric times in that it strengthened the fabric of our naticnal unity
and uplifted the spiritual and cultural standard of our people.

On these stable foundations has been built a civilisation which has
been further' developed by our subsequent contact not only with Irdia
but also with an ever-increasing range of countries and cultures. From
the different lands and peoples with whom we have been associated, from
the Northern Indians from whom we claim descent, from the Chola and
Tamil hosts who invaded us, from the Portugucse, Dutch and English
occupations during the last 300 years, we have imbibed mﬂuences that
have helped us to form a culture that is pecuharly our own.

Buddhism gave us the background to our ideals and formed the very
fabric of our national life. The later South Indian invasions brought
in their train Hindu customs and the system of caste. -This institution
assumed a far milder form among the Singhalesethan in India as it received
no sanction from Buddhism. The Portuguese introduced Chnstramty and
a new mode of thought by converting large numbers of the population.
The Dutch largely influenced our architecture, furniture, language and
above all our laws. The Roman Dutch law still remains the general law
of the Island. And the Enghsh in their turn have also influenced our
manners and ways of life. The coming of these various peoples have
given Ceylon a population of diverse races and creeds who live in perfect
amity and accord.. The culture that has thus been evolved had given
us many rights and liberties denied to many other nations. The
Singhalese of Ceylon have never imposed upon their women purdah.
Monogamous marriage has been the general practice. Divorce has been
made easy for men and women and there has been no prejudice whatso-
ever to the re-marriage of widows. Sons and daughters inherit propcrty
in equal shares if the parent dies intestate. The Married Women’s Property
Act gives woman full control over their own property. For the last decade
full and equal political rights with men have been enjoyed by women.
Such is our heritage and culture; we come to you bringing a message of
good-wrll and hoping by contact with you all and by an exchange of views
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to strengthen the bonds of friendship and cultural unity between our
two countries.

I would like to close with a message of good-will in Pali from the
Buddhist scriptures.

Rajacharitavisarada Rao Sahib C. Hayavadana Rao:—

Madam President, Delegates of the All-India Women’s Conference,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

While I am thankful to you for this opportunity to address an
audience, exclusively made up of women délegates, and called under
women’s auspices, I am not sure whether the time is not come for this
organisation to stop this courtesy to more men speakers at women’s
meetings. I am more free to say this, as the one lady speaker who was
to have come after me has spoken earlier and has left the field free
for me. :

Men are by nature, let me say with your kind permission, courteous
especially to audiences of this kind. But in their trepidation, nay, in their
desire to be kind, and indeed in their anxiety to be polite make mistakes,
for which, of course, they are held liable. Think of a mere man facing
the whole sea of faces made up of women!. Even the most sedate and
stately man could possibly go wrong, and say much, he never intended.
It was some such feeling or foreboding of possible trepidation, I think,
that made Mr. Bernard Shaw, not long ago refuse an invitation to speak
at a women’s meeting. Returning thanks courteously for good-will thus
shown, he gently, but firmly, refused the privilegc extcnded to him, saying
that he was quite sure that women could look after themselves very well,
and though he had every sympathy with thcir cause he had no desire to
make a fool of himself on their platform. (Laughter.)

Speaking however, 1 should like to refer to certain recent admoni-
tions to women generally. Addressing the women audience at a recent
meeting at Delhi, Sir Maurice Gwyer, the distinguished Chief Justice of
India, suggested that as women had not any large share of responsibility
for the evils that now threaten to engulf the world, they might be expected
to restore sanity and good-will to it. But curiously enough, he said that
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they could do this only by keeping thcir movement—the women’s
movement—out of politics. The logic of this suggestion is not quite clear
to my mind at any rate. The women ought to restore sanity. They can
do so, only by taking full part in the determination of political and eco-
nomic questions, no less than social and educational. If women have
kept a level head so far, there is no reason why they should kecp their
movement out of politics. Sir Maurice, it is to be feared, has different
standards of measures to judge men and women. Yet, he ardently pleaded
for common standard for the purposc—which shows that he is on the road
to conversion. Another speaker at the same Conference, Sir Mahomed
Zafrullah Khan, Legal Member of Council, stressed the spiritual identity
of man and woman and justly ridiculed the suggestion that one was
superior to the other. Butit is remarkablc that he naively added that it
is the purpose of God that man has to-day harder work and the woman
the more gentler. Theology is dangerous ground to tread and I should
like to avoid it. The more we keep away from theology the better
it would be for all parties concerned.

A third speaker, our good friend, Mr. S. Satyamurthi, speaking at
the same meeting, made certain extraordinary suggestions which coming
from him, seemed really of a kind which require consideration. While
we conceded equality under the law, he suggested that none could abolish
God-made distinctions. Are women so represented by this Conference asking
for these? Grant equality, but stress difference ! That is a new way
to deal, I should say, with the women’s questions in this country. But
the worst suggestion offered by him was that women should do outside
their homes what they are accustomed to in the home. That is just to
call up the confusion, clatter, quarrel that men create around themselves
inside or outside their homes. He suggested for work outside the house
the following departments for women: Sanitation, public health,
eradication of communalism, removal of suffering, ignorance and supersti-
tion, and soothing in a general way all the absurdities created by men,
mostly in public life. The lesson in De’Tocqueville or Mill may not ke
amiss. I am not too delighted in suggestions such as these.

The fact of the matter is that men are still thinking of women in a
manner, that is not justified by the age we live in. The movement in
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fa:vour of the juster few towards women began in 1869 when Mill issued
l’l.lS fz?mous “Subjection of Women”. He based his plea for their eman-
cipation partly on the broad ground that modern conditions require a
fr_noii?m reorientation of views in regard to women. He held that women’s
position was the only exception to the peculiar character the world had
a.ssumed in his own time, i.c., about the middle of the 19th century. The
time was passed, he said, when human beings could be held to have been
born of their place in life and joined down by an inexorable bond to the
place they are born to. They are, he held, free to employ their faculties
and such favourable chances as offer to achieve the end which may appear
to be most desirable. It was, he said, over-stepping limits of authority
to fix beforehand on some presumption that certain persons are not to do
pertain things. He was for joint self-development, for, true democracy
meant that and that only.. When he was told that people were not ready,
and that, being ignorant they were likely to be led away by agitators, that
women, they only in personal terms, were even more ignorant and liable
to be led astray, his reply was prompt. He said frankly that they would
learn, and could learn only by experience and practice. Mill was un-
doubtedly a believer in straight education. But he also held that the
main branch of the education of human beings is their habitual employ-
ment, which must be their individual vocation, or some matter of joint
concern, in which they are called to take part. Whatever acts on the
mind of man or woman is properly his or her education. But his or her
mind, like those of others, is acted upon by the whole of his or her social
circumstance. Society educates those belonging to it for good or for ill
by its contact to them, even more than by direct teaching. From this
point of view Mill was a warm supporter of the cause of WOMEN as of
LABOUR. From this point of vicw again he advocated fullest de-
mocracy—that is genuine democracy. But while he worked for political
freedom for women and for the down-trodden of his times in his own
country the question of economic freedom was left behind from the prac-
tical, realistic point of view. And, if the women’s cause was lagging
behind for a long time, for long after his time, it was due to the fact that
woman in England was still economically not free. It required, I need -
not say, the passing of a number of Married Women’s Property Acts to
enfranchise women in their own household, to make them get beyond
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the stage of mrre domestic chattcl. Indeed the question of cconomic
freedom of women assumes larger proportions when we think of the work
that yet remains, if democracy is to win through. Why has political
freedom not emancipated the majority in England? Why has universal
suffrage left power in the hands of upper and middle classes yet? Those
orders of society have not accepted democracy in the sense in which Mill
meant it as connoting genuine equality. Is it not because they have never
seen the needs of women and of the poor in every matter as really on the
same footing as their own? Is it not because they have preferred eco-
nomic power and privilege for thcmselves, as opposed to the practical
enslavement of their fellows. More than all is it not true that their system
has largely been unfortunately accepted by poor? While women have
shown better spirit and have fought for their rights as none else have done
in western democratic countries, the history of the fight for the franchise
by women in England since the days of Mrs. Fawcett and shows more
than anything else the fight that was necessary to establish political equal-
ity in England. Mr. Asquith, the great radical leader, was the sternest
and most violent opponent of women’s rights in England during the
height of the women’s fight in that country. It is extraordinary, when we
reflect upon it all, how one like him should have opposed to the expansion
of women’s rights of franchise as he did, especially considering the times
he lived in. It required indeed two world wars to make Mr. Churchill
—but he typifies the England of to-day—wish for

“The forward march of the common people in all lines towards
their just and proper inheritance.”

Nor can women be forgotten in the changes coming off in this
country. The equality that democracy inculcates is the equality of oppor-
tunities which Mrs. Rameshwari Nehru has so ardently pleaded in her
address of to-day, the equality of opportunities for all men and women,
for there can be no equality without equality of success as well in all depart-
ments of activities, When economic frcedom in democratic society can
exist, such freedom should be yours. First and foremost, if you are to
progress, it should be your chief aim to secure it without delay.

One suggestion I would make before concluding. 1 would ask
you to organise your work in such a way that you work throughout the
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year instead of holding an active scssion like this at its end and then go
on waiting for another year to complete. If you can set up a good and
stable Working Committee you can watch the progress achieved and help

to garner the results on a larger scale. I wish you all success and thank
you for your kindly hearing.

Then Rajacharitavisarada Rao Sahib C. Hayavadana Rao was
garlanded.

Proposing a vote of thanks to thc President, to the speakers of the
evening and to the visitors to the meeting Mrs, Cousins said :—

Friends,

At this late hour of the evening, I will only very formally speak what
is very much in our hearts as members of this Conference and simply say
that our hearts are full of thankfulness and gratitude to the members of
the Mysore State Women’s Conference, Mysore constituency of the All-
India Women’s Conference, and we thank you from our hearts for the
amount of work you have already put in, in getting this splendid meeting
and in getting all the other arrangements made for the reception of dele-
gates from other places and we also particularly thank you, in Bangalore,
for having arranged this meeting for the first time, of our Women’s Con-
ference in your State open to men and women together. Here you have
gone a step further and we thank you for taking that step and we thank

all who are working for our happiness and for making this function a
success.

With the singing of the Indian National Anthem and of the Mysore
National Anthem the function terminated at about 7-45 p.m.



ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE, BANGALORE.
First Sitting, 28th December, 1940.
9-20 a.m.—12-40 p.m.

The first sitting of the Conference commenced at 9-20 a.m., with
Mrs. Brijlal Nehru in the chair. The proceedings of the Conference were
conducted in the English language and at each step the reports were
translated into the Kannada and the Hindustani languages.

"“The proceedings of the day commenced with the following two
condolence resolutions :—

(a) The Association of the All-India Women’s Conference places
on record its sense of deep regret at the passing away of
Mysore’s great and noble ruler, His Highness the Maharaja Sri
Krishnarajendra Wadiyar Bahadur and of his distinguished
brother His Highness Sri Narasimha Wadiyar Bahadur, the
Yuvaraja of Mysore. It offers to the members of the
Royal family and to all the people of this State their deepest
sympathy and condolences.

(0) We deeply regret the passing away of the Dowager Lady
Cowasji Jehangir whose services to the cause of Indian
women will be long remembered.

The following reports were then read and  adopted by the Con-
ferencc. .

Message from the Liaison Group in Great Britain to the annual
session of the All-India Women’s Conference.

We send to our sisters in India our greetings and best wishes for a
fruitful Confecrence. We know that you and we have the honour and
responsibility of living at a great formative period of history. Now we
suffer birth pangs, later we shall welcome the new birth. We see our
men and women courageous and gay, determined and tireless under daily
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and nightly dangers, and we hope that, forged in this furnace, we shall
emerge resolutc to wage war, not on mortal foes, but on poverty and
disease, and that we shall widen our libertics und broaden our res-
ponsibilities. Without that hope we could not go on. To you we send
our fervent wishes that you may gain the same liberties and responsibilities
without war, that you may wisely guide your great country into unity,
peace and prosperity, and, linking hands and hearts with China, lead
Asia to spiritual victory.

Report from Liaison Officer in Great Britain.

The Liaison Group in Great Britain find it hard to draw up an
annual report on any co-operation it has given to the A.-I.W.C. this year,
as its activities have been greatly restricted owing to war conditions. We
believe that our sisters in India will understand and forgive. The Com-
mittee has seldom been able to meet, as its membérs are dispersed, some
on special war time active jobs and some tied to their own locality.
Meetings and receptions have had to be abandoned, and all kinds of pub-
licity have become very difficult. We are glad that Agatha Harrison
has been able to carry on her work for India, and maintain her close links,
and she has done much to make good where the Liaison Officer, through
force of circumstances, has found it almost impossible to carry on. But,
in spite of what may appear to be a sterile year as regards co-operation
with the All-India Women’s Conference we would assure all officers and
members that our interest and sympathy are unabated, and that we look
forward to the day, when vital contacts will again be renewed, with fresh
vigour and enthusiasm. We know that when the agony of the war is over,
we can never go back to the world as we knew it before, or attempt to
reconstruct it on the old lines. Our one desire is that this time peace may
be built on surer and more lasting foundations, and that a new sensc of
the need for co-operation, and mutual respect and the realisation of
inter-dependence among the nations may develop, and we look forward
already with confidence to ‘the part that India, with new found liberty
and unity, will play in helping to restore the world to sanity, decency
and hope.
s G. Lankester.
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Liaison Report
Mrs. S. N. Ray, Liaison Officer in India.

There is very little to report in regard to the Liaison work during
this year. Due to the war and abnormal conditions prevailing in Britain
and other European countries it has not been possible to keep in contact
as before. There have been very few letters from Mrs. Lankester and
these have been delayed in transit. The last letter received from Mrs.
Lankester was August 1, and received in October and with this she has
included Mrs. Cobbet Ashby’s views regarding the British women’s stand-
point on the war. At the same time I also had a letter from Miss Agatha
Harrison on the same question and the attitude to India. These letters
are being attached for the consideration of the S. C. Mrs. Lankester also
sent her impressions which has been printed in the “Roshni”.

Earlier in the year, the International Alliance of Women for Suffrage
and Equal Citizenship sent an invitation to a meeting to be held in May
and enclosed a questionnaire. A reply to this questionnaire was sent
by our President, Begum Hamid Ali. The Social Affairs Committee of
the League of Nations have continued to send their publications from
Geneva, but there is nothing of particular interest.

Madam Chiang-kai-Sheik, wrote welcoming a delegation of Indian
women to China in October and arrangements were made for at least
two or three delegates to go on this Goodwill Mission. Unfortunately
the plan has since had to be abandoned for the present. .

Contact is being maintained with one or two women’s organisations
in the U.S.A. The “Business and Professional Women Organisation”
of California send their quarterly bulletin to us. Mrs. Ammu Swaminathan
and Kamala Devi have continued to do useful propaganda for the Indian
women’s cause and that of Indians in the U.S.A.

It is not possible for the Liaison group in England to maintain contact
with us as before, due to the grim struggle they are facing, but among
these friends of India they are making a valiant effort to induce the British
Government to see the Indian point of view. Quoting from Mrs. Lankester’s
letter she says “‘one feels that the war is now getting to a very grim stage
and one can only live from day to day. One thing is different, I think,
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to the last world-war and that is that people are thinking very furiously
about the sort of peace that should be made when this ghastly war is over.
A great many study groups are formed and that is where I hope we will
face up to the question of India”. Miss Agatha Harrison writes “‘in spite
of the preoccupation with events nearer at hand, there is persistent effort
" to bring about an ending to the deadlock between us. We now have the
Poona resolution before us and we are hoping that some move will now
be made from this end. I send you my love and to my other friends in
the All-India Women’s Conference. Itis grievous to think we can hear
so little of each other during these days; but the links that bind us together
are firm. "In happier days we renew them again”.

Report of the A.-LLW.E. Fund Association and the Lady Irwin
College for 1940.

I have great pleasure in presenting this Report at the 15th session
of the All-India Women’s Conference. In it I wish to record a few of
the more outstanding events of the year and to say something in particular
about our new activities. .

In the early part of this year, when the College had completed
barely seven years of work, a formal inspection, arranged by the Govern-
ment of India at the request of the Governing Body, took place and it is
with no little pride that I can refer to the highly appreciative Report sub-
mitted by the Inspection Committee. The Staff, the equipment, the
standard of work, the syllabus and several other details were commented
upon as being—to quote from the Report—‘highly efficient,” “most
satisfactory.” “excellent,” ‘‘comprehensive and practical,” “quite
adequate.”” It might be pertinent to add that the Inspection Committee
spent nearly a week at the College, residing on the premises. They made
a searching investigation into all the departments and carefully scrutinised

students’ note books and charts, office reports and files as well as other
records and papers.

The Annual Meeting of the Governing Body was held just before
this formal inspection but copies of the reports” were circulated among
all the members. Fortunately, however, the Report of the Reorganiza-
tion Committee, appointed in 1939, arrived in time to be placed before
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the meeting. This Report, too, meticulously drawn up by experts also,
evinced a deep appreciation and, if I may say so, an understanding of the
nature of our achievements, and offered useful suggestions for future

developments. We cannot but be sufficiently grateful to these two Com-
mittees for their interest and invaluable help.

The successful working of the College, as we had anticipated,
attracted as before a large number of students. The accommodation
proved to be insufficient; and, though seven four-bedded dormitories were -
added during the Summer holidays, approximately fifty candidates had
to be refused admission again this year. Because of the addition of new
rooms the number of students on the roll could be raised from 76 to 116.
This naturally necessitated the employment of a larger teaching staff.

Their extra salaries, however, were met from the fees of the additional
students.

The increase in the strength of the staff proved to be of great assist=
ance in the launching and expansion of our scheme of Extension Classes
and Refresher Courses. These classes were successfully conducted and
attracted several local women. We intend to make them a regular feature
of our activities.

Much of what I have to say of this year’s work would be but

repetitions of paragraphs that appeared in my previous Report, and, there-
fore, I need only briefly reiterate some of the points.

1. The demand for Domestic Science teachers was again far in
excess of the supply.

2. The students continued to be drawn from all the provinces and
most of the major Indian States and about 50 per cent. of them possessed

qualifications higher than the Matriculation, a fair proportion of these -
being graduates.

3. Extra-curricular activities and hobbies were as popular as before
and interest in extra-mural lectures was maintained. Physical Culture
and spinning were recently introduced.

4. The results of the Diploma and other cxammatlons were again
satisfactory.
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The Social Service and Rural work of the students deserves special
mention. As this aspect of their life at the College has figured in previous
reports, I need only touch on its new developments. Literacy classes
and elementary educational talks were arranged for servants and their
families, including their children, and simple medical aid also was rendered
regularly. Sunday morning in the College grounds rang with the
laughter of children as they played games and tock part in competitive
sports. Thus were the students able to import into the lives of these
children a little of joy and a little of that healthy training that playing-fields
and team games afford. )

Visits to the village during the year proved to be more effective and
evoked greater response because a medical woman accompanied the students
and placed her service and knowledge at the disposal of the rural women.
The students, with their growing contact with rural life, have beccme more
keenly alive to their responsibility, and, in the course of the year, raised
sufficient money for constructing a well in a village where it was sorely
needed.

I should like to end this Report by thanking the kind friends and
the Governments for the financial help they have so gencrously rendered.
Mr. G. D. Birla, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur Sahiba, Mrs. Rustomji Faridoonji,
Mrs. B. L. Nehru, Rani Sahiba of Vizianagram, the Governments of Bom-
bay, Punjab, Jind and Indore are among those, to whose valuable co-
operation we owe so much of our success.

B. Sewa Singh Gill,
Honorary Secretary,
All-India VWomen’s Education Fund Association and
The Lady Irwin College.

REPORT ON INDiGENOUS INDUSTRIES.

The country is sufficiently awakened to the urgency of developing
Indigenous Industries. It is superfluous to dwell upon India’s past
greatness in her arts and industries and deplore her present condition.
The people are fully aware of the causes for the decline of these industries,
some of them being foreign competition, cheap machine-made articles,
ignorance and poverty of the masses.
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The Government too has awakened to the necessity of developing
Indian Industries. Numerous committees have been formed to investi-
gate India’s industrial condition and to suggest requics for reviving old
industries and starting new ones. The recent report of the Bombay
Economic and Industrial Survey Committee is a valuable document
giving practical suggestions for the economic development and promotion
of cottage industries. These books and the reports of the various com-
mittees, one and all, agree that unless the Government takes immediate
steps to revive Indigenous Industries, they are in danger of being com-
pletely ruined. If Indigenous Industries are to thrive, the Government
has to alter its tariff policy and put a limit on imports. The Government
should also pay attention to other matters vitally connected with the
industrial development of the country such as removal of illiteracy,
financial help to workers, improved methods of production, new and
attractive designs, marketing and transport facilities, co-operative societies,
etc. India is prepared to take up any industry but she cannot do so
without the sympathetic support of the Government.

We have spilt enough ink on paper upon the subject of encourag-
ing Indigenous Industries and passed resolutions enough numbers of times
on this subject. It is of no use giving a long catalogue of Indian Industries
or to mention a few haphazard and half-hearted attempts that are being

made both by the people and the Government. We should show some
results by our concentrated efforts.

Now is the time for A.-I.W.C. to do some practical work in influenc-
ing the illiterate and ignorant rural population by taking a centre and
creating an ideal village, where compulsory education, employinent for
all, a good water supply, efficient housing, good roads, gardens, a co-
operative society, a library and reading room, a club, last but not least

a charkha class will be provided for the well-being of villagers and where
peace and plenty reign. )

The A-I.W.Ch,, as to its credit the Lady Irwin College to teach
Domestic Arts to girls, but it is not within the reach of the poor. Now
it will do well to start a centre for the poor and the uneducated on the
lines suggested. This may seem at first to be impracticable but the way



46 ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENGE

is there, if we will. There should be a missionary-like cffort and the
A-ILW.C. has been in existence long enough to have an experimental
centre to carry out its ideals. I hope the members of the A-I.W.C. will
give serious thought to this question and crcate an ideal Indian village
for others to imitate. Some one has said “Some countries have been
saved by their men but India must be saved by her women”.

The subject is such a vast and complicated one that it takes an
international aspect. To give one instance, the growth of coffee in
Brazil has affected the coffee marketin Mysore. Similarly other industries
also are affected. At the coming Conference in Bangalore 2ll the details
of the question will be fully discussed. I expect the full co-operation of
all the members in this effort and invite their valuable suggestions.

“It is better to have tried and failed
than never to have tried at all.”

Kamalamma H. Dasappa,

Member in-charge of Indigenous Industries,
All-India Women’s Conference, 1940.

Report on the problem of Legal Disabilities of Women
(1940-41.)

It is a deplorable thing to consider that because of disturbed political
conditions, the possibility of progress in the work of the removal of women’s
Legal Disabilities has become very little.

Law-making on this subject is almost at a stand-still. The Com-
mittee appointed by the Government of India according to the Hedge
Resolution, with Sir N. N, Sircar as its Chairman, to consider women’s
rights to maintenance and rcsidence, has never been able to meet, and
has quietly passed into non-existence.

A bill was introduced into the Central Legislature this year by Mr.
A. C. Dutta, to amend the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act of
1937. The contention was that the passage of the Act of 1937 caused
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injustice to daughters with regard to inheritance. Mr. Dutta’s Bill sought
to restore to the daughter the position she occupied prior to the passage
of the 1937 Act. This bill was rejected without a division. ,

_ Dr. Deshmukh has again introduced two bills in the Central Legis-
lature; (1) A bill to provide for judicial separation and divorce among
the Hindus; and (2) A bill to give Hindu married women a right to
separate residence and maintcnance under certain circumstances . . . .
It appears from these bills that Dr. Deshmukh has not considered it
advisable to go into detailed drafting of all requirements at this stage. He
has thus given no definition clauses, ncither is the explanation of judicial -
procedure that would be required is given. It may be pointed out on
the other hand, that proposals for a Divorce Bill should be correctly
defined, so that there would be no confusion in the interpretation of the
measure, and unanimity of opinion can be secured in favour of such
legislation. A far more serious objection to Dr. Deshmukh’s proposals
is his suggestion that we should accept separate residence and judicial
separation as measures of temporary relief in case the actual provision of
divorce from the marital bond cannot get legal backing. It may be pointed
out that there is danger, that this compromising is very mischievous, as
it would deter desirable divorce legislation for an unnecessary longer
period.

It is necessary to consider the attitude that the All-India Women’s
Conference should adopt on such attempts at legislation. It has been
sufficiently proved by now that all kind of piecemeal legislation, however
well-meaning it may be, leads nowhere; and creates difficulties more than
achieving any good. The All-India Women’s Conference has definitely
expressed its distrust at all kind of piecemeal legislation for the last four
years. It may be suggested that the Conference should take a lead in
educating public opinion on this point. We have backed up one Divorce
Bill before this,—that one also being sponsored by Dr. Deshmukh—,
on its principle. One of the reasons for the failure of that Bill was its
entire lack of any definite proposals. By backing up such bills even in
their principle, as we have done before this, we encourage public distrust
in such measures. Our propaganda in their favour bears no result, it
would seem, than this, ' ‘
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On the other hand, it is necessary that our Conference should take
up the responsibility of getting bills drafted on various subjects of Women’s
Disabilities, and get them introduced in the legislatures through members
sympathetic to our cause. We can then lend the full strength of our
organisation by doing propaganda in our branches throughout the country.
A bill has been drafted by the Bombay Social Reform Association which
was recommended for approval by Srimati Sharadabehn Mehta, our
- Member-in-charge for Legal Disabilities last year. I have to recommend
that we should take up the proposal of getting this bill introduced in the

legislature during the coming year, with any improvements that we might
like to suggest.

As regards propaganda work done in our branches, it appears from
resolutions passed in the Constituent Conferences, that the work of
progaganda regarding removal of legal disabilities is being continued
as usual. From experience of work in the Maharastra and Bombay
branches, it appears,—though this remark may not be true in the case of
many other branches,—that the demand for removal of legal disabilities
is no longer a matter of contention among our members. Passing resolu-
tions on this subject has become a mere matter of form. It appears that
it weuld be of some practical use if a definite measure is being backed

up that would create more faith and enthusiasm in the work of the Con-
ference. h

Shanta Bhalerao,
: Member-in-Charge of Legal Disabilities.



LITERACY AND ADULT EDUCATION.

A fairly full questionnaire of nearly thirty questions asking for
information about conditions of literacy education both for children and
adults, and the cost of such, was sent out to all our Branches as well as

the different Provincial Governments and Municipalities.

I have received replies from the following :—

Director of ' Local Boards Our Own
Public : States. and Branches.
Instruction. ' Municipalitics.
Bengal Jammu and Bangalore : Moradabad
Kashmir
. Guzerat
United Provinces Patiala Dharwar i Silchar
C. P. and Berar Hyderabad Belgaum Phaltan
(Deccan) |
N.-W. Frontier . Quetta Hyderabad
Province (Deccan)
Madras Ahmednagar Madras
Bandra Calcutta
Surat Baroda
Rawalpindi Indore
| Poona
!
| Nagpur
i South Bombay
!

I have also received replies from the Literacy Officer, Bombay,
Assam, and the Educational Expansion Officer, Lucknow, the Lady
Irwin College, and the Rural Reconstruction Association run by Mr.
S. R. Bhagwat, President of the Bombay Provincial Committee on Adult
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Education. Thus it will be seen that it is not possible for me to present
an accurate or comprehensive report about literacy in India. But, none
the less a fair amount of information has been collected and the beginning
has been made. This collection of information must, I feel, be continued
during the next year to make it really worthwhile. The Director and
others have, in many cases, given me names of others, who may be useful
in our inquiry, but unfortunately these people have not yet all replied to
my questionnaire, '

As regards the percentage of literacy for adult women, the variation
in different parts is very great. Thus it is in:—

Bangalore (Civil and Military Station) ‘ ‘ 23 per cent.
Bengal I 5
Assam ' 23 5 »
C.P. ‘ 093 ,
Indore State 23 5, 5
Guzerat ‘ 32 5
Hyderabad (Deccan) |
Madras - 43 5, 5
Bombay . Province . 29,
Bombay City : 173,

Education is compulsory in very, very few-areas. From the replies
sent to me, it will be seen that education is compulsory only in a very
few cities, as per details below :—

Bombay Since last year for girls as well as for boys.
Dharwar A part of the city only.

Dhulia For girls as well as for boys.
Ahmednagar Only for boys.

Bandra, Bombay
Suburban Dist. For boys as well as girls.

Chittagong
Municipality Only for boys.
Calcutta Ward No. 9.
Surat . Since the last 20 years.
Madras In 28 Municipalities, but it is compulsory in four of

these for girls,
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Education is compulsory in Baroda State. But all people, even
where there is compulsory education, report that it is not strictly enforced
for various reasons. None the less, in certain areas, without compulsion,
a very high percentage of the girls and boys of school-going age are at
school—from 80 to 85 per cent. in Bombay City and Bangalore City.

An enquiry was made about the salaries paid to primary teachers.
There is a very considerable variation in the salaries paid to teachers in
different provinces, even in urban areas—varying from Rs. 15 to about
Rs. 40 as the lowest salary in different urban areas, and from Rs. 30 to
Rs. 150 as the highest salary. The averages of salaries for vast and large
divisions give very inaccurate ideas, and hence the lowest and the highest
rates are given. '

As regards the adult work that has been undertaken, first by Govern-
ments and other Departments, I have been able to get the following
information :—

N.-W.F. Province Has no class for women.

Central Provinces Has about 100 adult and night schools.
These are really in the nature of primary

schools, rather than literacy centres. .

There are 2 classes for women with
263 women in them.

Assam _ Has a thousand literacy centres for men
and women.

Bandra Municipality Has one class with 39 men.

Bombay The Bombay Committee for Literacy sct

up by the Government of Bombay has
literacy classes of the duration of 4 months,
and since April 1939, has run 1,400 classes
at which 24,000 men and 3,000 women
have been taught; of these 78 per cent.
men and 71 per cent. women, stay the full
term and achieve literacy.

Our branch has run some 80 classes at
which some 1,200 women have becn made
literate.
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Hyderabad (Dec;:an) 52 classes for educating adults.

Madras Some local bodies and private agencies
maintain night schools for adult women.

The time taken, according to the answers, varies considerably. Thus
Indore reports a period of 3 months, while Hyderabad (Deccan) speaks
of a year and a half, and the C.P. 2 years and Assam one year. In the
Bombay Constituency and in the Bombay Literacy Classes run by the
Government Committee, we have found that four months of regular

attendance is quite sufficient for making an adult man or woman of the
cities literate.

The costs vary considerably according to the method of payment.
Thus Assam pays 4 annas per literate on results, whereas the C.P. pays
the teacher Rs. 5 2 month, and Bandra pays Rs. 10 a month. In omen’s
classes in Bombay City we have had to pay from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 2 month,
for, as women’s classes have to be held very often in the day time, it is not
possible to make use of the primary teacher who, in other cases, is paid a
small extra charge to add to his monthy earnings. The N.-W.F. Province
pays from Rs. 3 to Rs. 15 per year. Thus no fixed rates or costs for large
and varied areas, such as this country, have been worked out. Hyderabad
(Deccan) says it costs Rs. 8 to make a man literate, while Madras reports

only Rs. 2. In Bombay on an average it costs us Rs. 5 to make a woman
literate.

Of the work actually undertaken by our Branches, as reported to
me, Moradabad has been running classes in four Mohallas, where a few
women have been made literate. At Silchar, there is one class for 20
women. Phaltan runs four classes for 50 women, and last year had 6
classes at which 60 women were made literate. The Ahmedabad Branch
reports 4 classes, where the women are taught spinning as well. The
attendance of these classes varies from 8 to 15. In Bombay City we do not
run classes where the average attendance is less than 15 and the num-
bers on the rolls may be anything from 25 up to 30, but, unless the average
attendance at a class is 15, we do not continue that class. Ahmedabad
reports that they cannot run more classes for lack of funds. Poona has
17 centres at which 96 women have been made literate, The South C.P,
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reports 2 classes, at which 25 women were made literate. Even Calcutta
reports of a very elaborate plan of running adult Co-operative Centres
for women, and, as this requires vast funds and as they have found diffi-
culties in collecting any sort of funds just now, they say their plan is in
~abeyance. ’

Even at the risk of being considered as blowing our own trumpets,
I must mention in detail the work that has been done in Bombay. In
April 1939, the Social Service League of Bombay organised a very big
campaign, the great success of which was due to the enthusiasm and drive
of some of our members, particularly Miss Gokhale, who was the secretary
of that drive. Some 500 classes, of which about 50 were for women, were
started, and after a month these were taken over by the Committee appoint-
ed by Government and continued for some months until the adults had
achieved literacy. The main value of the work of Miss Gokhale and her
first Committee, on which practically all the members of our Executive
were taking an active part, was that, now the question of literacy and
the need for it has penetrated the working classes in Bombay City, and
regular four months’ classes, at which there is no trouble in getting
attendance, have been going on ever since, according as the Committe has
the funds. In this connection special literature was prepared, and the first
batch of teachers were given instruction in teaching. All this work was
done by members of our Committee. Thus though we ourselves as a
~ Branch did not run this campaign, we have played a very important part
in it. Since then our Branch has run some 80 classes, at which nearly
1,200 women have been made literate. Our policy has been to collect
money. When we find we have enough money for the running of a class,
then and then alone do we open the class. We alone in the Branch have
collected some Rs. 4,000 and the Government gave us a grant of Rs. 2,500: .
The Bombay Government, it must be said, are really paying attention to
this work of adult literacy and have spent since May, 1939, Rs. 60,000 on
it, both by way of direct expenditure and grant to classes. Unfortunately,
the population of Bombay is a very floating population, and hence despite
these efforts, the total eradication of illiteracy will take a long time, but,
there is this advantage that this message of literacy if for that same
reason spread to the villages by this floating labour population.
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The problem in Bombay is further complicated by the numbers of
languages in which classes even in the same locality have to be conducted.
Some seven distinct languages are being taught in our classes.

As regards the literature that I have received from various branches,
I feel that in many cases it has evidently been produced in a hurry and
hence needs much revision. Some of the literature sent to me from certain
provinces is mere propaganda for war purposes. It was suggested by
the last Finding Committee of the All-India Women’s Conference that
special books be written for these adults on' matters of health, etc., but
unless the writer has real contact with such people, it is not possible to
write such books. There are on the other hand numbers of simple books
of an informational character, and I would consider that efforts be
made to find these and circulate them to different classes. In our
Association, we are keeping teachers to visit our newly literate women,
once a week, and give them such simple books which they find. of great
interest.

Urmila Mehta, )
Member-in-Charge, Literacy and Adult Education.

CHILD LABOUR.

In obtaining the information regarding Child Labour employed in
factories in India, I had sent a questionnaire to all the Branch Representa-
tives of our Conference, but replies were forthcoming only from Assam,

'Indore, Kashmere and Bombay. As for Bengal, certain Government
publications have been referred to.

A child is described by the Factories Act as a person above 12 years
or under 15 years of age.

The average number of children employed in the place mentioned
is as follows :— '

Assam ¢ Tea Gardens 548,516
¢ Regd. Factories in 1938 7,062

Indore : : 672

Kashmere - ~ - 4,000

Bengal ... . .. . o 141
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Taking into consideration the fact that Bengal alone employs about

56,458 labour in all her industries, the number of Child Labour, at least,

in the above-mentioned four other places, is not very high. This low

figure is, I believe, in conformity with the rest of - India, although 1
have not been able to collect positive information.

The working hours prescribed for children in factories are more
or less the same in all provinces as the hours during which children may
be employed to work in factories are laid down by the Factories Act.
These are from 5 to 6 hours per day. The answers to the questionnaires
issued by me would go to show that the nature of work which children
perform in the factories is not too arduous. It may be suggested that it
should be enforced by legislation that children should not be allowed to
work for more than 5 hours a day, which should not spread over for more
than 7 hours. The minimum interval specified for rest should be 1 hour.
The hours of work may preferably be fixed between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m.

It does not appear that there is at present any provision according
to the law for the medical treatment, nursing during convalescence,
recreation and educational facilities to children employed in factories.
It is realised that small factories would find it difficult to provide for these,
but the larger factories, e.g., factories which employ more than 300 labourers
or in which the number of Child Labour exceeds 10, should be made to
comply with these.

These larger factories should be made to provide their Child Labour
with free medical aid and medicine. Proper facilities should be afforded
to children to receive nursing at the hands of trained nurses in cases of
infantile and vocational diseases. In consideration of the fact that
children are lowly paid in factories, the employers should be made to
provide for adequate special diet in such cases. Proper recreation
facilities in the shape of play-ground, suitable grants for the purchase of
sports requisites should also come from the employers. As regards educa-
tion, provision should be made for the establishment of night schools
attached to these larger factories where suitable subjects both in the line
of imparting a general education to the young people as well as for giving
them a technical education which in’ the end- might lead them to better
positions. - In case it-is not-possible-for-the factory itself- to establish such
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a school, arrangement should be made for the children to attend some
neighbouring night schools.

It may also be enforced by legislation thata child employed ina
factory for a period of 6 continuous months, would receive 15 days’ sick
leave with pay, and 10 days’ casual leave with pay. This figure is
suggested on the lines as followed by most factories in the case of adult
labour who have to put in 12 months’ unbroken service to earn correspon-
" dently longer sick and casual leave.

Itis a fact that at the present moment the quarters for labour provided
by the employers are in most cases insufficient and unsatisfactory. The
employers should be made to arrange for accommodation for labourer
and the construction of the same should be subject to the approval of the
Government. It should be arranged for by legislation that especial atten-
tion be given to quarters allotted for Child Labour. Children with no
guardians to live with, should be accommodated separate from other
labour.
‘ Sudha Mazumdar,
Member-in-Charge for Child Labour.

HARIJAN WELFARE,
Mrs. Rameshwari Nehru, Member-m-charge.

Harijan work both in the country at large and in our branches has
beén slack during the year. It was reorganised and consolidated by the
Harijan Sevak Sangh in the Province of Sind where a tour for the pur-
pose was undertaken by Thakkar Bappa, the General Secretary of the

Sangh and myself.

- Thirteen of our branches have made a mention of Harijan work
in their annual reports. Of these, five branches, namely, Bengal East,
Bihar, Calcutta, C.P. South, Punjab Central, have either started or are
maintaining schools for Harijan children. Calcutta is maintaining a
Bal Mandir and Night School for adults both of which were started
sometime ago. Gujarat, Konkan, Maharastra are running adult schools.
Konkan is giving a scholarship to one student. Maharastra, Phaltan,
Central Punjab, Moradabad Sub-Branch mention creating social . contacts
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with the Harijans by means of paying visits and holding kirfans and inviting
Hartijan women on festival days.

Maharastra tried to remove their water difficulties by approaching
the Municipality. Madras only mentions that work for Harijan Uplift
is carried on. Certain othcr branches have promised to take up this
work in future.

This is the sum total of the work done by our Branches during the
year.

REPORT OF THE HON. SECRETARY ON THE WOMEN’S
INDIAN CLUB. ITS ACTIVITIES AS FROM JULY, 1939 TO
JUNE, 1940.

Lady Rama Rau
Introduction.—

Members and Friends,

It gives me the greatest pleasure in submitting to you the report on
the activities of your Club for the past eleven months.

Formation of Club.—

At a party held at the Hotel Edward, in July, 1939, the Women’s
Indian Club was initiated by Lady Rama Rau. .

Club House.—

Lady Rama Rau made strenuous efforts to purchase or rent
a house suitable for a Club and, with this purpose the Agent-General
interviewed the City Council for a site suitable for the erection
of a Club House. The Council promised to help but owing to the unsettled
conditions in Europe the matter was deferred. But it is hoped that in the
future the Club Officials will once again approach the Council.

Temporary Club Quarters.—

In the meantime it was decided that we hold our Club Meetings
at the Ozone Club Durban North. Owing to the distance this suggestion
was unsatisfactory. Matters were settled when Miss Slatter, Head-
mistress of the Dartnell Crescent School, came to our aid and generously
offered the School, Grounds and Tennis Court for the Club’s use, which
was enthusiasticall accepted.



58 ‘ _ ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Club Days.—

The Club has met regularly twice a week on Mondays and Thursdays
~ only a few days being abandoned owing to inclement weather. But I

am happy to say that the attendance on the whole has been quite satis- -
factory.

Membership.—

T would like to place on record that the membershlp of the Club
" from its inception has been doubled although this does not in any way
mean that we have a membership as large as we hope.

Peribdicais —

Mrs. Ridley has been very kind in placing at the Club’s disposal
copies of the Illustrated Weekly of India. Other papers are also received
and I would urge members to take advantage of this.

Visitors . . . . Speakers.—
 We have had very few Talks during the past few months but thcy

were most interesting.
| Mrs. Ridley gave a short talk on Girls in India.
' Madame Douvern on Beauty Culture.

Miss Mildred Barrett on Physical Culture.

Mrs. A. Colly on Finland.

Mrs. D. F. Cawston on Indian Blind Welfare.

6. Miss Mary Barr, an associate of Mahatma Gandhi, spoke on
Life in Indla, and the winding of Khaddar was performed by her.
Indian Blind Society.—

A Special collection was made and your Club donated to the above
Society the sum of £4-0-0.

oo O N

Finance.-

" Donations and Subscriptions have been rccexwed falrly well, details
are herewith submitted by Treasurer.

After expenses of . . . ...
Badmmton Court Racquets, etc.



Members of the Standing Committee of the A.-l. W. C.for 1940.



WOMEN’S CLUB-—SOUTH AFRICA '59
Club Stationery, Books, Boy’s Wages, Milk, Tea, Sugar and

Tennis Balls have been paid out.
Balance in Bank .. ... £77-2-0.

_ This includes Donations at the Foundation of the .Club and balance
of Club Subscriptions. We have also a balance of £2-7-3 on hand for
running expenses in the Club. '

War.—

Before I conclude I must in duty bound make reference to the War.
These are dark and anxious days, and if in this Great conflict the Allied
. Cause is defeated it would mean the destruction of all Good that Man
has tried to create and the Ideals that we know will descend into darkness.
Therefore I appeal to you, the members of the Women’s Indian Club and
all who wish to help to place all your energies towa;rds-hclpin‘g the War
and responding to the Call . . ... by way of supporting. the Funds and
offering your services such as Knitting and Sewing for the benefit of
soldiers and their dependents for the duration of war, and give " assistance
and sympathy to the unfortunate Evacuees in- their sad plight. LET
US CO-OPERATE AND DO OUR SHARE FOR THE MEN. WHO
ARE SERVING THEIR COUNTRY.

Vote of thanks,—

In conclusion I would like to thank our President and all othcr
Officials of the Club for their assistance.

Our thanks are due to Mrs. Forth and Mrs. Leon for the services
and interest in the Club which have been very much appreciated. - I
beg to accord your Club’s thanks to Miss Slatter .to whom we are very

grateful for her kind permission in allowing the Club to enjoy the hospltahty
of the School.

I would like to convey to Mrs. Joseph; our capable and efficient”
Organiser in whom we. have found a true friend, our heartfelt gratifude
for her untiring services and support without which the Club would not
have achieved the success it has made:.

Indira Maghrajh, .
.. Hony.. Secretayy... ..
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After the Annual General Mecting we have been extremely busy owing
to war work. We have collected about £80 and have completed many
little garments for refugee children including woollen comforts for the troops
overseas. During the last week the Club with the assistance of the Indian
Schools has knitted 300 scarves for the S. A. Indian Transport troops.
We are proud of this and I am sure you will be too.

* * * *

- The Hon. General Secretary of the A.-I.W.C., Mrs. Lakshmi N.
Menon, then announced that the work of the afternoon would be divided
into five groups namely :(— '

(1) Civic Training, (2) Removal of illiteracy and Adult Education, -
(3) Laws affecting Marriage and Divorce, (4) Untouchability
and communal unity, (5) Cottage industries in India, housing,
expansion of opportunities for the economic freedom of women.

and requested the delegates to sign their names on any of the five lists
pertaining to the five groups.

WAR RESOLUTION.

Then Ms. Swaminathan read out the War Resolution which ran
as follows :—

This conference views with the utmost djstress the continuance of
war in various parts of the world. It expresses its horror at the cruel
suffering inflicted on innocent people, at the loss of human life, at the
destruction of great centres of learning and priceless treasures of art, at
the colossal waste of wealth and above all at the hatred engendered in the
hearts of men.

It once more affirms its faith in non-violence as the best solution of
the world’s ills and appeals to the heads of all nations to put aside their
weapons of destruction and seek peace in human ways. It appeals to the
women of the world in particular to throw in the full weight of their moral
force on the side of permanent world peace.

It expresses its keen disappointment at Britain’s failure to recog-
nise India’s free status which would be the first and logical step towards
the attainment of freedom of all nations and world democracy, for which
Britain has declared she is at war.
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In the course of proposing the above resolution she spoke as
follows :—

“I have merely to explain that this resolution is the result of exhaus-
tive discussions by all the Standing Committee members. It represents
a synthesis of resolutions on the subject of war, passed by Constituencies
all over India. This is really a reiteration of the_ resolutions passed at
Allahabad, and also at our half-yearly meeting this year. It is but right
that we should raise our voices again at this critical state, when the world
is passing through great horrors. I feel very strongly that we, women
not only of India, but of all nations, must unite and do everything we can
to bring peace into this world. Again I request the delegates assembled
here to pass this resolution unanimously.”

Mrs. Vidya Puri from Punjab seconded the resolution:

Lady Rama Rau proposed that the resolution had better be taken
up for discussion and voting section by section.

The President desired to split the resolution into three parts
namely :— '

“This Conference...... men”’
“It once more ...... peace”
“It expresses . ..... at war”

for the purpose of discussion and voting. The President wanted to take
up the amendments to the resolutions as a whole, but Lady Rama Rau
preferred to have even the amendments section by section.

The first part of the resolution was thrown open for discussion—
“This Conference ... ... mecn”, There being no more speakers on that

part, it was put to vote. 114 voted for the first part of the resolution and
it was passed unanimously.

Mrs. Billimoria from Bombay in proposing an amendment to the
second part of the resolution, namely, that the words, “It once more . . ..
ways” should be deleted, read as follows :—

It may appear that I am against non-violence, because I am asking
for the deletion of this clause, but Indian women have, for ages
been non-violent in thought, speech and action. As a creed,
non-violence may be an ideal; as a matter qf fact, Gandhiji in his
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wisdom formulated this creed, because difference of politiéa] opinion in
India is apt to lead and has led to acts of violence. But to preach that
creed to those who have war at their doors is simply inconceivable.
Situated as we are, thousands of miles away, from the seat of war, it is
very easy for us to pass the resolution saying that non-violence is the best
or only creed. But I ask you, if tomorrow your homes were invaded,
your daughters and mothers and sisters fell a prey to the lust of invading
hordes, would you ask your men to sit with folded hands offering non-
violence? I, for one, would be ashamed of a father or husband who left
me alone to the lusts of unscrupulous invaders. What we really ought
to do now is to help to overthrow the one enemy that people of all shades
of political opinion have combined to condemn with a united voice.
Having done that we can throw the whole weight of our moral force on
the side of permanent world peace.

Only the other day we honoured the memory of Rani Laxmi Bai
of Jhansi; a beautiful cultured woman, she donned a warrior’s garb and
rode at the head of her army to defend her kingdom and her people. We
have held up people like her and Chandbibi as ideals to the younger
generation. We idcalized these brave heroines and now times seem to be 50
changed that we ask our men-folk to sit at home with folded arms when
their country is invaded and their wives and children are at the mercy of
unscrupulous pirates.

Lastly, I shall once again reiterate what I have said. We shall be
non-violent in thought and speech and action so long as there is even
an infinitesimal chance of our arguments being listened to, but when it
is impossible, my only advice would be “defend yourself, and having
overthrown the invader and established the sanctity of your homes, put
in your weight for world peace.”

Mrs. J. R. Doctor in seconding Mrs. Billimoria read as follows :—

The creed of non-violence had to be evolved because difference of
political opinion in India were apt to lead and actually led to acts of violence.
How we women in India could enforce this creed of non-violence to other
countries of the world into whose politics we have no right to.interfere, and
who themselves would and could brook no interference in their politics?
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Also we cannot demand of nations to be non-violent, that is, sit with arms
folded, when their country is invaded, cruel suffering inflicted on the people
and immense loss of life and destruction of property and everything that
the people hold sacred are threatened with annihilation, and their women-
folk are molested and subjected to shameful treatments.

Can we ever think of an Indian to take no notice of, and remain
absolutely quiet when ruthless robbers commit atrocities in his home?
Can you ever think of an Indian who would not rise up in arms to defend
his home and his women-folk?

It is an indisputable fact that every woman is, and should be non-
violent at heart, but women have beaten off and killed wild animals and
snakes who came to threaten the life of their children. Show me a’
mother who would remain passively inactive when her child is threatened
with destruction or harm. She would not be a mother.

We can preach non-violence when violence is in the atmosphere. We
could and should do all in our power to abate inhuman feelings, passions
for lust and might with our non-violent arguments, but at a time when the
countries in Europe are subjected to cruel violence, it is beyond human
understanding and intelligence to preach and enforce non-violence to
those . countries. In factif itis preached, who will listen to him, where
bombs and cannon balls fall all round them and mutilated bodies are
hurtled through the air. '

The creed of non-violence, therefore, could be promulgated in times
of peace, but becomes a vague assertion in theory and not at all practicable.

Mrs. Shiva Rao proposed the following amendment to the second
part of the war resolution :—

“It once more . ..... and appeals to the governments of all nations
e in ways other than War”, ’

Miss Renu Roy seconded the amendment.

Mrs, K. D. Rukmini Ammal supporting Mrs. B1111mor1a s amend-
ment spoke as follows :—

“It is too big to expect human beings to live in perfect peace with
¢ach other. It is impracticable, human nature being what it is, When
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great leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal and others
are sacrificing a good deal for the faith of non-violence, some of you might
think it is impertinent on my part to speak against non-violence. It is
impracticable to expect human beings to follow up non-violence per-
manently. In the GITA we are faced with this problem. Our Hindu
religion asks us to go through the VARNASHRAMA DHARMA. When
Arjuna was faced with doubts and fears Lord Krishna asked him to fight
the battle. So long as life lasts there is strife and discontent. We are
living in a world of opposites,—friendliness and enmity, vice and virtue
and so on and so on. Even the League of Nations failed to bring about
peace. It tried disarmament. It was not practicable. Where the League
of Nations failed do you mean to say, that the resolution passed at our
Conference will carry much weight and will be effective. There is”some-
thing basic in this. ‘It presupposes perfect equality in human beings,
equality in temperament in physical fitness. All should be of the same
pattern which is not possible, and which is impracticable”.

Miss Vilasini Devi Sheanoy in opposing Mrs. Billimoria’s amend-
ment spoke as follows :—

With due deference to the previous speaker, I do not agree with her.
These are not Puranic days. What Krishna said in those days to Arjuna
is not applicable to us this day. Then we did not have scientific dis-
coveries in regard to warfare, we did not have bombs and poison-gas. In
those days, there was a particular kind of chivalry. Ordered population
did not suffer. But what do we see to-day? Bombs are dropped on the
poor innocent population, women and children are dying without number.
Industry is suffering, trade is ruined and fields are devastated. There is
no meaning in appealing to men to vote for this amendment. To be non-
violent is not an easy job no doubt. We must wait and raise our voices
to see that non-violence is established. There is no use in saying that
there is no use in non-violence. We must go one step further. Therefore
I raise my humble ‘protest against the speech of my predecessor.

- Miss Thakuri Lakhani from Sind speaking in favour of Mrs,
Billimoria read her speech,
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Mrs. Kameshwarama opposing Mrs. Billimoria’s amendment spoke
as follows :—

If the amendment of Mrs. Billimoria is carried, then the spirit of
the resolution would disappear. Krishna did not really and in the ordinary
sense want Arjuna to take to arms. What was the motive behind Krishna
asking Arjuna to fight? It was not for self-aggression or to deprive another
man of this Empire. It was for the establishment of righteousness and
Dharma. Mahatma Gandhi is trying this experiment in all seriousness.
It has gone into the heart of every Indian and of every American. In
South Africa this has had a great success. No poison gas can be as successful
as non-violence. Non-violence is something spiritual. It is something
which goes deep in the heart of every one of you. If we want to establish
Dharma in our lands we should really support this whole resolution.

Miss Sharadamma supporting Mrs. Billimoria spoke as follows :—

We want our resolutions to be practical and workable. Non-violence
is certainly an ideal and it is true that Mahatmaji follows non-violence
cent per cent. But have we that amount of moral courage to carry out
the campaign of non-violence? Since there are violent means going on in
the world smaller nations are at the mercy of the bigger ones. Unless we
exert our force we cannot live. We must perish. It is our duty to keep
the invader at a distance." -

Mrs. Amir Hussain spoke for the amendment of Mrs. Billimoria
in Urdu.

Rajkumari Amritkaur opposing Mrs. Billimoria spoke as follows :—

I have come to oppose the amendment with all the strength at my
command. This Conference has accepted non-violence on more than
one occasion. We stand to-day under the shadow of a terrible happening

‘in the world. It has been said that non-violence is a party political issue.
I say it is a world issue. Because of violence to-day the world has come
to a sorry state, which permeates every state and every country in Europe.
T do not want this great land of ours to lose her heritage. Our land stands
for love and for religion. Non-violence is not a new thing here. 1 ask
you as Indian women to show a way to the world that is simply dying now.
Is this war going to end wars? Will not Hitler’s weapons be destroyed by
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somebody more powerful than Hitler? Has war solved any war? Is
not Hitlerism the result of the last War? We are here standing for some-
thing much higher and much nobler. He that killeth shall be destroyed. I
ask you to believe this truth, this ancient truth of Hinduism, of Jainism, of
Islam, of Christianity, and Zoroastrianism. Let us be killed, but let us
not kill. I say to you that he who kills will be tired of killing. No man
can destroy your soul; he can take your body. By supporting the amend-
ment before our house you will be asking for the destruction of your own
souls. Therefore my appeal to you in the name of religion, in the name
“of humanity, in the name of Indian womanhood, in the name of world
as a whole is to stand by non-violence, and to see to it that we bring to
this world an era in which every exploitation, every cruelty, and every
war shall cease and that we shall live in love for each other. We must
stand for non-violence if we are to live at all.

Mrs. Billimoria was given the final right of reply. She asked the
delegates present what they would do if a war like the present one was
brought to their very doors. Hitler and Mussolini were not going to listen
to their voices. She reminded that their concern was to end the present
war as speedily as could be done. '

The President got up to speak a few words herself on the resolution.
Mrs. Doctor was of the opinion that she could not do so from the chair.
Begum Hamid Ali then took the chair.

Mrs. Nehru spoke as follows —

“It is very sad that there should be discussion on this resolution.
I am too full of feelings just now to say anything more. But I appeal to
you not to allow your heritage to go to waste. I appeal to you as mothers,
wives, and daughters to vote against the amendment, that is before you.
You are the creators of life and therefore do not fight with the destroyers
of life. Even for defence if we use violent mecans a time will come when
we die on account of those very means, for, those who fight with the sword
will die by the sword. Remember these words; the whole weight of women
should be thrust towards amelioration of the country. I request you,
therefore, to unanimously pass the resolution.”
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At this stage Mrs. Shiva Rao’s amendment was put to vote. 58 voted
for and 22 voted against. The amendment of Mrs.,Shiva Rao was passed

by a majority of 36. Then Mrs. Billimoria’s amendment was put to vote.
50 voted for and 70 against. The amendment was lost.

The second section as amended by Mrs. Shiva Rao was finally
carried. '

The President invited amendments to the third section of the
resolution namely, “It expresses...... at war”.

Mrs. Billimoria proposed an amendment to completely delete
this part of the resolution in view of unity in their Conference. Mrs.
Doctor seconded this amendment. '

Mrs. Shiva Rao proposed the following amendment to this section
namely, “such peace........for which Britain has ..,..at war.)
with the words that it was their intention to bring about such good changes
which would be more lasting than the last war brought about. The world
could not go on at its present rate. There would have to be a reorganiza-
tion of social life and creation of a comity of all nations, It was not
possible for any nation in the world to rule another nation and yet stand
for national freedom in the world. There would never be any peace in
the world as long as there was discontent. This Conference also must
extend its sympathy to the sufferings of the peoples whose freedom has
been taken away from them. No war had ever brought on as much
suffering to the people behind the lines as the present war had done.
Even innocent women and children were suffering from the present war.

It must be our immediate duty to think out a way by which future wars
can be avoided.

Miss Renu Roy supported Mrs. Shiva Rao’s amendment with the
words that permanent peace in the world was possible only when inequali-

ties were done away with. A New Order based on equality of all nations
must be our aim. )
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Mrs. George from Cochin continued in support of Mrs. Billimoria’s
amendment with the words that the Conference had little to do with the
political activities, but it had everything to do with the social and educa-
tional questions: Moreover, at least some of the delegates, for reasons
which need not be specified, could not take part in this part of the resolu-
tion which was political in nature. She proposed that the resolution
might be made more comprehensive to enable all the delegates of the
Conference to take part in the discussion and thus the resolution might
be passed by a big majority.

Mrs. Cousins opposed the amendment of Mrs. Billimoria with the
words that she desired India to have full freedom and that she was also
a lover and admirer of Great Britain and all that it stood for, and added
that England was going against her own reputation in not giving India
the substance of freedom. To save India from bloodshed must be the
-aim of the Conference. She was keen on seeing India get her right quickly
with all the consistency to England herself for the greater good of India
and England and the whole world.

Lady Rama Rau opposing the amendment of Mrs. Shiva Rao was
for keeping the words of the original resolution on the ground that those
words were more concise, more comprehensive and more to the point
and that any change would make the thing more diffused.

Miss Gadavari Gokhale brought to the attention of the delegates
the policy laid down in the constitution of the Conference which was as
follows :—

“The All-India Women’s Conference shall not belong to any political
organization, nor take any active part in party politics, but
shall be frec to discuss all questions affecting the welfare of the
people of India with special reference to women and children.”

It was not wrong in the interests of thc Conference to say that the
women of India stood for the freedom of their country. Through
exploitation the women and children of India were bound to suffer.
There could not be any equality as long as the nations stood as the
exploiters and the exploited.
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Miss Bannerjea from Bengal appealed to the delegates to support
Mrs. Billimoria’s amendment.

Mrs. Nazir Hussain from Madras spoke in Urdu.

Mrs. Urmila Mehta in support of the amendment of Mrs. Shiva Rao
drew attention of the delegates to the fact that although Miss Gokhale
mentioned that the Conference was pledged to avoid party politics, it
was the duty of the Conference to stand for self-respect and the only way
of getting permanent peace in the world was to do away with exploitation
and subjugation.

Mrs. Hussain Ali Khan read out her writtcn speech the text of
which is given below :—

It is not that we do not want freedom or that India does not need
it—but I don’t sece any reason why a non-political organisation like ours
should deal with something which is not the main aim of our Conference.
For those who desire freedom and want to achieve it by active participation
there is already the Indian National Congress which is extremely keen to
have women Satyagrahis. This is not the platform for it. Many of the
speakers who have made such stirring appeals to our sense of justice have
quite misunderstood us and I am sure I am voicing the feelings of all the
state delegates.

Mrs. Venkataraman from Nandyal—a Telegu District-—~remarked
that the resolution as drafted by the Standing Committee should be
accepted by the delegates in that it had been drafted along the line of non-
violence, which was so dear to Mahatmaji.

Mrs. Shiva Rao by way of final right of reply on her amendment
added that it was time to stress the fact that a new World was to be created
and that women of all countries would have to take part in bringing
about social justice and order in the midst of chaos. The point in
bringing the amendment before the Conference was with a view to
establish social justice and order throughout India.

Mrs. Billimoria in her turn of final reply wished to say that the time
was not opportune to pass the third part of the resolution. The President
read the third part of the resolution as amended by Mrs. Shiva Rao,
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This part of the resolution was put to vote. 44 voted for and 32
against. The amendment was carried by a majority of 12.

Then the amendment of Mrs. Billimoria to delete the third part of
the resolution was put to vote. 38 voted for, 63 against. This amend-
ment was dropped. Then the whole resolution, as amended, was put to
vote. 72 voted for and 29 against. The resolution was thus carried by a
majority of 43.

Then Mrs. L. Menon announced that group meetings would be
held at the National High School at 2 p.m., each group headed by a Pre-
sident and two Secretaries. '

WAR RESOLUTION AS AMENDED BY
Mrs. SHIVA RAO.

This Conference views with the utmost distress the continuance of
war in various parts of the world. It expresses its horror at the cruel suf-
fering inflicted on innocent people, at the loss of human life, at the
destruction of great centres of learning and priceless treasures of art, at
the colossal waste of wealth and above all at the hatred engendered in the
hearts of men. ’ :

It once more affirms its faith in non-violence as the best solution
of the world’s ills and appeals to the governments of all nations to put
aside their weapons of destruction and seek peace in ways other than

war. :

It appeals to the women of the world in particular to throw in.
the full weight of their moral force_on the side of permanent world
peace.

. Such peace is impossible without a new order, based on social justice
and equality of all nations. It therefore recognises that there can be no
world peace till India and all other subject nations attain their liberty,
as the first and logical step towards the attainment of the ideals for which
Britain has declared she is at war. This Conference cannot but deplore
the sufferings of all peoples whose freedom has been taken from them.
Tt reiterates that war can never solve any problem.
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Second Sitting 29th December, 1940—11-25 a.m. 12-50 p.m.

The Plenary Session of the Confcrence met at 11-25 a.m., on Sunday
the 29th of December, 1940, with Mrs. Rameshwari Nehru in the chair.

The report of Group No. 1 was read by Miss Renu Roy.

REPORT OF GROUP No. 1.
Adult Education and Literacy.

Whilst congratulating the many Branches who have achieved great
success in the sphere of adult education and removal of illiteracy during
the year, the Group was of opinion that effort should be redcubled so that
by the next electoral roll a very much increased franchise will be exerciscd
by women. It was also asserted that all Branches should zpprecach the
Government to take the literacy census according to language groups and
not by religion.

The Group circulated the report and questionnaire of the Member-
in-charge of Adult Education and advised all members to gather as many
statistics of their province as possible and to submit it to the Member-
in-charge. The recommendations made by the Group were as follows :— .

Methods of Organisation and Teaching.

Mohallas and working class areas should be visited and sympathetic,
understanding discussions held as a preliminary to establishing literacy
centres. The first essential must be to establish contact with the people

and to win their confidence. Only then literacy centres can come into
existence and prove successful.

Teachers. The Group was of opinion that the teachers engaged
should, if possible, be trained in the methods of teaching adults. Where -
this is not possible branches should follow the Laubach Method and
adapt it to the special conditions of the Province. The students should
not only be taught to read and write, but also be encouraged to enact
dramas and organised debates and lectures on subjects such as Health,
Hygiene, Mothercraft, debt alleviation and other subjects of everyday
ipterest to them. . -
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Text Books and Apparatus.

The Group was very strongly of opinion that adequate text books
for adult literacy and post-literacy should be prepared. It suggests that
a Committee be formed from the A.-I.W.C. to procure all available litera-
ture already existing in the vernaculars and to prepare new literature where

necessary. Small bulletins and wall newspapers should be encouraged
to aid the spread of literacy.

Post-Literacy.
The Group considered the large percentage of women that fall back
into illiteracy and recommended that post-literacy classes and circulating
libraries be established to make literacy permanent.

Responsibility of Government and Municipal Bodies.

The Group strongly urge the Government and Municipalities to
immediately introduce free and compulsory primary education for all boys
and girls as the surest and most complete way of eradicating illiteracy.

Further, it urges all employers, especially Government and Muni-
cipal Bodies, to insist and give every facility to make the employees literate.

The A.-L.W.C. The Group callsupon all A.-LW.C. Branches to
establish “Literacy Leagues’ of members and non-members of the Con-
ference, who will start and finance literacy centres as well as train teachers
for the work. In these Leagues effort should be made to co-ordinate the
work of all organisations doing the same type of work.

The Group further urged that the Government and Municipal

Bodies should co-operate and give every financial and ‘to the Literacy
Leagues.

The President requested such of the delegates who liked to speak,
to send up their names to her. Lady Rama Rau was of the opinion that
appeals should be made to all authoritative bodies such as Municipal and
Government. Mutual contact between the adult education group official
body and the private literacy campaign group was desirable so that constant
exchange of ideas and schemes of work would be possible between those
two. The insistence on that contact would spread the campaign from
urban areas to rural areas, In view' of the general election which was
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to come soon and since literacy is one of the qualifications for the enfranchise-
ment of women and since also it was felt that a very much larger electoral
roll was necessary in the country they could not do without the literacy
campaign. She added that post-literacy should be undertaken to lessen
congestion in education in India,

Mrs. R. Faridonnji wished to know a little more about the method
of financing the scheme under consideration, for the help that would come
from Government would be only in the form of a small grant-in-aid.

Miss K. Khandwala enlightened Mrs. Faridoonji that the scheme
would not get on without private effort. Literacy Funds had been started
and collections were being added to them from time to time. Boxes for
collection had been sent to the examination halls so that even students
put in their mite into them. Private effort subsidised by Government
would be the chief method of financing. The speakers drew the attention
of the delegates to various methods of literacy such as Laubach method,
and Dakshinamurthi method and one other method very much prevalent
in Bengal, and added that it was necessary for their purpose by a com-
bination of these different methods to evolve a method suitable to their
needs and the local conditions—regarding text books the speaker felt that
it was very necessary to pick out good books from various languages and
then compile set text books as would suit their local conditions and needs
for, without adequate text books the problem could never be solved satis-
factorily. The same would applyto post-literacy. Therefore it was for
the Conference to produce the desirable and much-needed books.

Mrs. Hosain Ali Khan observed that a literacy census should
be taken under the heads of communities for the express purpose of finding
out which community was backward so that more effort could be made
to bring it in line with other communities.

Lady Rama Rau agreed heartily with the observation.

Mrs. Velayudha Menon was of the opinion that it was very
essential to let the different communities know where they stood as far as
literacy was concerned. As the Governments were in the habit of
granting aid and other concessions to communities according to the degree
of their backwardness, it was advisable to have the census figures
concerning literacy based on different communities,
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Mrs. Gandhi while approving the report stressed the greater
necessity for literacy in villages and suggested that the leisure period of the
villagers should be particularly taken into consideration in view of their
being mostly engaged in field work and added that more than making

arrangements for post-literacy, effort should be made to retain that
education in them.

Miss Renu Roy suggested night classes for villagers to meet the point

raised by the previous speaker. Also consideration of local conditions
in addition should not be lost sight of.

Mrs. Gandhi was not very hopeful of achieving good results by con-
ducting night classes because the villagers were very much hard worked

during the mornings and they needed sleep. She suggested that certain
months in the year might be better.

Miss Renu Roy suggested that interested and intelligent women
without many encumbrances should be employed to turn literacy classes

into a sort of co-operative club so that literacy could be made more per-
manent,

At this stage the report was put to vote and passed unanimously.
* * * *

Then Miss Leelamani Naidu—Constitution Member—presented
certain changes in the constitution made by the Standing Committee for
ratification by the general body. The present rule made every ex-presi-
dent ipso facto a patron who got a right to come to the Standing Committee.
At that rate a time might come when the Branch representatives would be
outnumbered by individual members of the Standing Committee. From
that point of view she ventured to suggest that some sort of restriction
should be placed by the General Body upon the number of patrons who
would be on the Standing Committee. The recommendation of the Stand-
ing Committee in the matter was that there should be ten patrons of whom
the retiring President would be ipso facfo on the Standing Committee and
the other nine would be elected.

Mrs. Menon seconded Miss Naidu’s resolution.

The suggestion was put to vote and passed unanimously.
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Miss L. Naidu’s second point was with regard to limiting the number
of Ordinary and Extraordinary co-opted members. While the Ordinary
co-opted members had the right to vote, the Extraordinary co-opted
members could not exercise that rlght The recommendation of the
Standing Committee was to limit the Ordinary co-opted members to 7
and the Extraordinary to 10,

Mrs, R. Faridoonji wished to have the matter further cleared up.

Miss L. Naidu drew the attention of the member to the bye-laws of
the Association. As there was no more discussion on the matter it was
put to vote and passed unanimously.

The President at that stage announced that other group reports
would be taken up for consideration at 2 p.m.

Third sitting: 29th December, 2 to 4 p.m.

REPORT. OF GROUP III,
Social: (b) Communal unity,

This Conference views with utmost distress the forces of communal
discord which are disintegrating national life and calls upon the
women of India to make a special contribution to the rebuilding of
society upon permanent foundations of co-operation and good-will and
peace.

The Conference makes a special appeal to its own branches to go
into the hearts of cities and allay rumours that are likely to stir up strife,
and restore calm and confidence if they happened to be in areas where
communal relations are strained.

It recommends :

(@) Personal contacts and the study of each other’s literature and
religion.

(b) The dcsirability of making it compulsory for teachers of primary
schools and adult education to know both Devanagari .
and Urdu scripts.
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(c) The use of simple language in text-books eliminating as far as
possible Persian and Sanskrit words; common text-books
or extra-readers may contain short sketches of the lives and
teachings of the great spiritual teachers of different com-
munities to teach them the unity of various religions.

(d) The stressing of points of contact and the elimination from all

text-books especially history books of all that may engender
disharmony.

(¢) The elimination of separatism in any form in public institutions
such as schools and college hostels and hospital wards, etc.
(f) No Government and Municipal aid in future to be given to
communal institutions that work amongst their community
only. ' '

(g) Societies of social service such as seva samajas etc., should be
inter-communal, for nothing binds people together so much
as common service.

(k) The encouragement by way of prizes for essays on the culture,
religion and history of the different communities.

(1) The abolition of communalism in sports.

(7) The importance of newspapers doing their best not to indulge
in communal propaganda.

This Conference calls upon our public speakers to take every oppor-
tunity to stress the common fundamentals of all religions.

Miss Ayesha Bibi who read the report of Group III social

(b) supplemented the reading with thé following words. Women

were becoming feeble because they were not united. The All-India

Women’s Conference was the fittest organization to promote unity

because it did not have any colour or caste distinctions. All the different

communities must feel that they were the daughters of India first, and
\
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then Hindus, Musalmans, Parsces, and Christians. In that event their
goal did not lie far off.

A translation of it was rendered into Kannada by Mrs. Nanjamma.

Mrs. Parekh observed that communal disunity was cutting India
into small picces. The only way of establishing the whole body and the
one body would be to be united. The factors that led to communal
disunity had been—

1. Communal elections. 2. Communal games.

3. Communal dress. 4. Communal hotels and restaurants.

To remedy the evil there ought to be genéral ele&tions, Indian games,
national dress and Indian hotels. The Indian hotel might be divided into
vegetarian and non-vegetarian. The women of India ought to know
that they should unite for the sake of India’s freedom.

Mrs. Ismail particularly pointed out that Hindus should stop sus-
pecting Musalmans and wvice versa. Hindu sisters must have the confi-
dence in the Musalman sisters and vice versa. It should be remembered
that the eight crores of Musalmans in India were the converted Hindus.
The Hindus and Musalmans should not forget that there was the same bond
of blood in them. The present compared with the past in the matter was
unimaginable. Whereas in olden times gifts of fruits and flowers were
being exchanged between the two communities, at present even an exchange
of mere greeting between them was a wonder. The speaker stressed that
more effort should be made to put into practice the pious resolutions
passed at conferences. '

Miss Malthe opined that rcal unity in a land meant no war, no
conflict, no disaster and no disunity, but absolute harmony. She drew the
attention of the delegates to the Presidential address “not much direction
is necded when the heart is stable. It knows how to make its own way.”
She enlightened the delegates that the one thing that she saw in Bangalore,
that struck her most was a pucca stone building not far from the Town
Hall, with the words UNITED INDIA prominently carved on it and
requested them to take that as their motto. -
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Mrs. Nazir Hussain spoke in Hindustani stressing the need for
unity. ‘

Then Mrs. Chowbal spokec in Hindustani that communal elec-
tions led them nowhere, that communal feelings would divide them into
various parts and that Hindus and Musalmans must begin to trust each
‘other, and that it must be their common goal to try to win swarajya.

Mrs. Hamid Ali spoke as follows :—

Friends, I am going to say a few words on Communal Unity because
that is a subject which is very very close to my heart. We have started
this Conference in the hope of achieving this object and some of us have
worked very hard to bring it about. I am not despairing. We feel that
we have sown the seed of communal unity in at least some of the places
.in India. The seed is growing now into a tree. We hope that those who
come after us will sow more seeds and in a few years communal harmony
will be an accomplished fact. We believe that for our country, for our
children, and for ourselves if we have to be in a line with other advanced
countries in the world we must have communal unity. It is true that in
some places riots take place. But that is no reason for some to say “what
is the use of all this? We never come to an end about this matter. Let
us stop it.”” That is the defeatist attitude and it will bring us nowhere.
I will assure you that every littlé effort that you make in your own house,
in your dealings with the people who do not belong to your own community
will always be met with a thousand-fold good. Seeds once sown can never
get obliterated from the minds of the people in whom we sow them. Look
at the bright side of things and be optimists. You must realise what good
you have been able to achieve in these fifteen years. We take our happiness
in your happiness. We should be able to inspire our women with these
ideals. You are the mothers of the future generation. Keep'a brave
heart and if today five people are thinking like you, to-morrow 25 of your
own circle will do so, and so it will go on developing and become a very
great factor in the life of India. "I have every hope that we shall achieve
this end. Once more I ask you not to be pessimistic.

The President read out the few alterations made by Mrs. Velayudha
Menon.
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The report embodying the amendments made by Mrs. Velayudha
Menon having been approved the report was put to vote and passed una-
nimously. ’ .

* * * *

Mrs. Cousins brought the following proposition before the house :

“The All-India Women’s Conference request the Government
to grant Madam and Signor Montessori permission to hold
Montessori training courses in other provinces under similar
conditions to those which the Government has allowed them
in Madras.”

This proposition was seconded by Mrs. Thamby. It was approved
by Mrs. Rameshwari Nehru, Rajkumari Amritkaur, Begum Hamid Ali,
Mrs. Urmila Mehta, Mrs. G. R. Billimoria Mrs. S. Majumdar.

Lady Rama Rao translated the text of the resolution into Hindustani.

There being no discussion on the proposition it was put to vote and
passed unanimously.

Mrs. Billimoria read out the statement of accounts. Nonge being
against it was also passed unanimously.

The President then announced that there was only one nomination
for the Office of Secretary that being Mrs. Urmila Mehta, that there was
only one nomination for the office of the Treasurer that being Mrs. Billi-
moria and that there were ten nominations for the office of Vice-President,
out of which—Mrs. Billimoria and Mrs. Menon withdrew—ultimately
making the number eight—namely,

1. Lady Rama Rau. 2. Lady Mirza Ismail.
3. Mrs. S. C. Mukerjce. 4. Mrs. Shardaben Mechta.
5. Mrs. Hussain Ali Khan. 6. Mrs. Ammu Swaminathan.

7. Mis. Asaf Ali. 8. Mrs, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit.
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REPORT OF GROUP V.

Economic: (a) Cottage Industries.

We live in what is commonly called the “machine age”. In our
opinion it is the cut-throat competition resulting from large scale industry
and the fact that this large scale industry is in the hands of vested interests
that the world to-day is in the throes of the cruellest war ever waged in the
annais of the history of mankind. Therefore, we feel that the place of
cottage industries in the life of not only India but of every nation is one
that must be increasingly recognised. Ours is preeminently a village civi-
lisation. We can boast of some of the finest artisans and artistic creations
in the world. These must be revived. Women can play a great part in
their revival and in their improvement. Women can also use articles
made by hand to the exclusion of mill-made goods—in particular foreign
goods. We realise that hand-made goods are more costly and cannot
compete with foreign goods. In order to remove this handicap we appeal
to the governments of States and of British India to give the necessary
protection and marketing facilities to hand-made goods. Such large
scale industry as must come into being should be controlled by the State,
provided the State is really representative of the people. Cottage industries
are absolutely necessary for the economic uplift of the masses—in particular
while India has no economic independence. They can usefully
and easily supplement the villagers’ incomes during their leisure months.
We specially recommend hand-spun and hand-woven cloth as being pre-
eminently women’s domain and congratulate the Spinners’ Association
on the lakhs of money they are putting into the pockets of the poor village
women. We congratulate the Mysore Government for the support they
are giving to Khadi and other cottage industries in the State. Women
can help in the matter of suggestions as far as designs and productions of
new articles of everyday use are concerned. We therefore recommend to
our Branches to find out what cottage industries exist in their areas, help
in reviving those which require assistance, keep a swadeshi stores at their
headquarters and thereby find as far as possible a market for hand-made
articles. The maintenance of a high standard of art and well-finished and
useful articles lies to a large extent in the hands of women, We appeal
to individual members of the Conference to use hand-made articles and

" cloth for their personal and home needs. We recommend the frequent
holding of swadeshi exhibitions under the zgis of our Branches. We
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are also of opinion that our members can do a great deal in the way of
house to house sales as well as sales at the time of festivals and fairs,

We are of opinion that if cottage industries are encouraged the question )
of the economic independence of women will be solved to a large extent.
We appeal to those who can afford to do so not to grudge the extra money
they have to give for hand-made goods realising that their generosity means
the alleviation of the distress of the starving masses of India.

(5) Housing.

There is no denying the fact that the vast majority of our people
may be said to be living or eking out an existence in hovels. Town and
village and house planning have not figured on the programme of any
Government until very recent years. This is a crying - need on which
thought and money must be expended forthwith.

We recommend (1) Improvement committees .in every town and
district and money allotted every year for' elimination of slum areas in
towns and for building model cottages for villagers until such time as every
person has a proper roof over his head. If local labour and local material
are used for huts for villagers the cost will not be so heavy and the money
will be served for a doubly useful purpose. Great care should be taken
as regards facilities for proper sanitation when new homes are being erected
as well as for the provision of adequate light and ventilation.

(2) The building of suitable homes on the hire purchase system.
We congratulate the Government of Mysore and other Governments who
are taking the lead in this matter and appeal to them to widen the scope
of their activities in this sphere and extend them to the villages also.

(3) We are aware that the worst sufferers in this respect are Harijans
and we therefore recommend that in every town and village their needs
in the matter of housing should come first.

(4) Pari passu with schemes for proper housing we recommend
that schemes for the adequate provision of pure water, proper drains and
sanitation be taken up as well as instruction to the people in the matter

of personal and general hygiene. In this latter our Branches should bear
their full share and make a valuable contribution.
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(5) We are of opinion that special attention should be paid to the
housing of workers in factories. The owners of factories and governments
should provide suitable living quarters for them. To this end necessary
legislation should be enacted. Rent for accommodation should be con-

trolled by the State and should be in accord with the earnings of the
workers.

(6) We: recommend to our Standing Committee members who
happen to be in areas where housing schemes are being undertaken to
send all useful information to the General Secretary for circulation among
members. We also appeal to our members to agitate for house planning
in those areas where no such schemes exist.

(¢) Expansion of opportunities for the ecomomic independence
of women.

In the matter of increased opportunites of economic independence
of women we recommend the following as necessary :—

(1) Compulsory primary education;
(2) Vocational Training;
(3) Improved legal rights;

(4) Health Insurance Act—applicable to all women working in
" their homes as well as in industrial and other concerns;

(5) Creches for the children of all women workers;
(6) Facilities for work for part-time workers;
(7) Equal pay for equal work;

(8) Improved legal economic status of the wife as a home maker,
i.e., legal claim to a certain proportion of her husband’s
earnings.

We believe that if the above recommendations are given effect to,
it will be in the power of every woman through her possibility of economic
independence to create a free and happy life for herself,
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Mrs. Francis :—

It is time that one-sided disqualification in the realm of economic
sanctioned by usage or law should be removed. In the political life of
the country the natural sympathies of woman-kind should lean to that
party or organisation, that would guarantee complete economic equality
of man and woman both in theory and in practice.

No woman is free who does not enjoy economic freedom. An equal
share for every daughter with every son in the intestate wealth of the
father. In Indian Society either custom or law has ordained, as to place
the son at a decided advantage, at the expense of the daughter in the family.
It is time that women of India should organise protests and make their
influence felt in the legislatures of the land. The women of India
strive for freedom—spiritual, intellectual and political and economic.

4th sitting 30th December, 1940, 9-25 a.m. to 12 noon.
REPORT OF GROUP III.
Social: (z) Untouchability.

It is sad that even to-day we have to acknowledge that the canker
of untouchability still exists in our society. It is the duty of all Con-
ference members and Branches to redouble their efforts for its removal.
We therefore recommend to members and Branches:—

(a) that they should keep at least one Harijan as a domestic servant
for work other than sanitation;

() that they should invite Harijans to social and religious functions
and, if possible, adopt one family and serve as its god
mother;

(c) that they should form committees for regularly visiting Harijan

bastis in cities and villages and make it a special duty this year

to approach local bodies, Governments and others to redress

the grievances of Harijans in the matter of housing, pay, leave,

conditions of service, water facilities, etc., and carry on

vigorous propaganda from press and platform until the
necessary redress has been achieved;



-84 " ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S. CONFERENCE

(d) that efforts should be directed towards reducing to the minimum,
human agency for the work of sanitation. This can be
achieved by the flush system and bore hole and deep trench
latrine for both common and individual use in town as well
as villages;

(e ) that separate quarters for Harijans should be discouraged in
order to remove from this unfortunate section of humanity
the brand of inferiority that we have placed on them;

(f) that talks and lectures to elevate the Harijans morally and to
rid them of the inferiority complex from which they suffer
be undertaken by members. To this end the dignity of
21l labour must be stressed and given practical expression to
by our members.

(g) Educational facilities should be given to Harijans and in
particular to women so that they may become Health visitors
and social workers and thereby themselves contribute to the
removal of untouchability. Municipalities, local boards and
the government should be appealed to, not to give grants to
schools that refuse admission to Harijans. The Conference
here wishes to record its gratitude to Shri M.P. Birla for his
handsome donation towards the education of Harijan girls
as also to Thakkar Bappa for having given the entire sum
allocating a portion of money collected for his birthday last
year for thlS purpose.

(h) All schools, hospitals, hotels, wells, temples and other such
public places should be opened for the untouchables. Our -
Branches should influence the Governments and Municipali-
ties concerned to undertake this work. In schools and colleges
where reservation of seats obtains, Harijans should come in
for their due share.

The session was adjourned till 9 a.m. on the 30th December,
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Mrs..S. Nanjamma translated the report into Kannada and supple-
mented with the words, that so far as Mysore State was concerned,
there was no question of untouchability because Harijans were being
admitted into colleges and schools along with caste 'Hindus. Their
places and the places of caste Hindus were mutually being exchanged
in public functions and in society. A time had come in the Mysore State
when man-made barriers did not at all affect the question of facilities
to Harijans. She was also of opinion that the communal disharmony -
was not the product of age-long traditions but latterday excrescences which
began to tear us asunder and to keep us divided. She put in a strong
and most emphatic plea for getting ourselves united to constitute the young
India of our vision. Anticipating a little she said that those who were
endeavouring to ‘achieve this object would be the real makers of that
YOUNG INDIA, whose names would well deserve being written in
letters of gold.

Miss Malthe speaking on untouchability said that if we ought really
to help the backward community, we should really identify ourselves
with them and referred to a thought-provoking example of the sweepers
during the last war. She said that a man belonging to the sweeper’
- community in the North of India and who had a very high education
wanted to get permission to go to France to help the sweeper community
which was assisting the Indian troops there. The answer was that there
was no possibility for that. But he got over that difficulty, obtained

sanction to proceed to France as a sweeper, went there, worked as a
sweeper and helped his community.

iLady Rama Rau put before the house the casuistical proposition, which_
was the real, rational, and the only substantial test to find out whether,
with all the display of enthusiasm on the platform, the people were pre-
pared to proceed from what is problematical to what is practical. She
put the question to the delegates from Mysore particularly, how many
of them were prepared to have in their homes at least a single Harijan
servant who would be entrusted with all the works other than remova] ‘of
filth and indicate their willingness to do that by a show of hands. E
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A good many of the Mysore delegates raised their hands.

Lady Rama Rau was very much pleased at that, but she was sorry
to hear that most of the temples in Mysore were not yet open to them

today, and that in the Seva-sadan in Bangalore, there was not a single
Harijan yet admitted.

The President desired that such of those who were willing to
entertain Harijan servants in their homes should send their names to the
A.-I.W.C. Association through the constituent Branch of their State.

- Mis. R. V. Subramaniam went the length of mentioning that she
already had a Harijan servant in her home for the last fortnight doing all
the work except work in the kitchen.

Mrs. B. K. Singh from Punjab recalled that the subject of untouch-
ability was not a new one. From time immemorial social reformers and
religious reformers in India felt the necessity for bringing about the reform
in question. They did not imagine that untouchability would assume
such a magnitude and be a stumbling block in the way of progress of India.
The great epic of Ramayana told them that Sri Ramachandra really ate
the fruits tasted by a low class woman Sabari, an instance for emulation.
The preachings of Buddha, Guru Nanak, and Kabir were nothing but
pleading the embracing of Harijans. No doubt it was difficult to break
off from the age-long traditions. In their own homes their mothers and
-grandmothers who were yet conservatives could not allow the engaging
of a Harijan aya. The high-caste people were not even merciful to the
extent of allowing the Harijan servants to come a little late for their work
on such of the days which were days of festivities for Harijans. She
concluded that unless in their daily lives they were considerate towards
them, they could not do a great deal for the Harijan uplift either
morally, or spiritually. -~

Dr, Mrs.Isasac emphasized that the question was one in which self-
exmination was very essential. One and the same blood ran in the veins
of Harijans as well in those of caste Hindus. The caste Hindus should
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at once cease keeping themselves aloof from Harijans. The superiority
complex and the patronising attitude of caste Hindus must disappear.
They must cultivate loving those whom they consider lower than them-
selves. She made a concrete suggestion that from the registers kept at
hospitals and schools and colleges the column “CASTE” should be at

once removed.

Mrs. Velayudha Menon from Cochin narrated the state of things
regarding Harijans in her place. 70 per cent. of the women were literate
there. A separate department has been created for the Harijans and an
Officer called “PROTECTOR?” of the Harijan class had been appointed.
Strictly speaking the Harijans in Cochin were not called by the term
“BACKWARD-CLASSES” but by the term “PRIVILEGED CLASSES.”
That day would not be far when the people from the Privileged class
would be found as officers in the various departments of the State. She
concluded that if the temple-entry had not yet stepped into some of the
places in India, it would do so more honourably very soon.

Miss Praphullita Bhagat t=

Madam President, Much has already been said on the subject that

1 have only a few suggestions to make, which in my humble opinion is of
large and vital importance.

1. That the Municipalities and Governments and the public are
* requested to contribute to a radio set for the Harijan quarters everywhere.
The Broadcasting authorities to be persuaded to arrange some special

programme for them, at least once a week which should include lectures
and speeches concerning their uplift.

(a) Lectures which should elevate them morally from the centuries
of deterioration they have undergone.

(6) Every effort should be made to remove the spirit of diffidence
from their minds.
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(¢) Instruction should be imparted to them from radio dealing with
the life work and history of all Harijan Bhaktas and great men Balmiki,
Ekanath, etc.

(d) Lectures on Hygiene, sanitation should also be occasionally
arranged for them to contribute to their physical welfare.

(¢) Some sort of programme should also be broadcast for them.
This point would solve the problem of appointing individual perhaps
unwilling and disinterested visitors and their quarters. This way one
person could do the work and this would also go to elevate the down-trodden
intellectually. All this might perhaps be considered impracticable. But
if an earnest effort is made everything could be rendered practicable. In
my opinion propaganda by radio would be a very bigstep towards the
uplift of the Harjans. There cannot be any glorious future for India
until it is so and the untouchables remain in this sunken state. This pro=-
paganda is therefore very necessary and the radio method is the quickest
and best. Due attention is required on our part to the very low wages
to the municipal and domestic sweepers. If my information is correct
the sweepers are only given a mouthful of grain in return for all the
filthy work they do during the day. -This should be stopped and it
should be our concern to see that they get proper wages.

-

3. In some villages the Harijans are not allowed to take water
from proper sources but fetch water for drinking and cooking from
stagnant pools. Separate arrangements for getting water should be made
for them wherever opening of publi¢ wells to them is not possible or the
pool water should be somehow purified for them.

4. That sweepers should be supplied with some sort of aprons
_ which they should wear while doing the filthy work and promote healthy
process in such work.

Miss Hardekar pleaded the abolition of separate child-welfare
centres for Harijans. Such centres should admit the public as a whole.
That would remove the inferiority complex prevailing among the
Harjjans.

Mrs. Parekh mentioned that untouchability was a curse on India
and especially on Hindu society and went the length of suggesting that
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Harijans should be specially invited to the caste marriages and that
Harijans should bz employed to assist caste Hindus in  all the works in
their homes.

Miss Sharadamma narrated in brief the advancement of Harijans
in Travancore. At present the Harijans there could go along with the
caste people to the innsrmost shrines of the temple. Free education was
being given to Harijan children. Special hostels for Harijan boys and
girls were established and they were given grants. Common dinners
there had been to which Harijans as well as caste Hindus were invited.
Government had appointed caste people to teach Harijans how to be-
have in caste temples. ‘

At that stage the President put to vote the report.
It was passed unanimously.

Then Mrs. Jyotsna Mehta read out the report of Group No. II.
“Social; laws affecting marriage and divorce in India”. She also trans-
lated it into Hindi.

REPORT OF GROUP NO. II.

Social: Laws affecting marriage and divorce in India.

This Group mainly discussed Dr. Deshmukh’s Two Bills on Separa-
tion and Divorce and the necessity of a comprehensive enquiry into Hindu
Law with a view to making it just and equitable to women. Only thus,
we feel, will a divorce law be really practicable and effective.

Regarding the two Bills of Dr. Deshmukh dealing with Divorce
and Separation, it was felt that these Bills were defective and will give rise
to a lot of confusion. '

It was therefore considered advisable that the questions of legal
separation and that of Divorce be dealt with in two separate Bills. The
following suggestions for amendments to some of the clauses of Dr.
Deshmukh’s Bill have been made:—

(1) The custody of children should be left to the discretion. of the
Court the mother being given the preference ordinarily.
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(2) Maintenance should be given by the husband to the wife and for
each child separately. The Group fcels that the Divorce
Bill that was drafted at the half-ycarly meeting held at
Baroda in 1938 covers all our demands and therefore it should
-be given full consideration. .

It was brought to the notice of this Group that the Government of
India have appointed an enquiry committee to look into the Bills of
divorce and inheritance for Hindu women which are already before the
Central Legislative Assembly. This Conference suggests that a resolution
be sent to the Government to urge that no piecemeal legislation be under-
taken and that the Enquiry Committee should be asked not merely to look
into the Bills before the Assembly, but to make a comprehensive enquiry
into the questions of marriage, divorce and property rights of Hindu women
as a whole and to take evidence from the A.-I.W.C. and other representative
women’s organisations.

We understand that the Women’s Sub-Committee of the National
- Planning Committee have also submitted similar views on this question
earlier. It was proposed that the Conference draw up a memorandum
containing its demands and suggestions and present it to the Committee
appointed by the Government.

We further suggest that Mr. V.V. Joshi of Baroda and at least two
women nominated by the A.-I.W.C. should be on the personnel of that
Committee. The following names have been suggested :—

(1) Rani Lakshmibai Rajwade,
(2) Mrs. Asaf Ali,

(3) Mrs. Lakshmi N. Menon,
(4) Mrs. Sharadaben Mehta.

A Sub-Committee should be appointed by the Conference to draw
up the Memorandum mentioned above with the co-operation of all the
Branches. o

Lastly, we suggest that the Branches of the A.-I.W.C. should endeavour
to secure the support of those members of the Central Legislative Assembly
who happened to reside in their respective areas, so as to ensure the pass-
ing into law of the Bills referring to the rights of women.
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The Kannada translation was madc by Mrs. S. Nanjamma.

Miss Vilasini Devi Shenoi cnlightened the audience that the law
of divorce did cxist in ancient Puranic times among the | Hindu com-
munity. With the dezeneration of the¢ Hindu community came the
wonderful law-givers who put down that the law of divorce had no place
in the Hindu community. With regard to the point of divorce Muslim
sisters were placed in a better position according to the Bill passed in 1939.
The committee that was going to be formed by the A.-I.W.C. Association
should go into the question of inheritance. At present the laws had been
very partial. They allow the Hindu men to marry as many times as they
like. But that concession or at least a part of that concession was not
extended to Hindu women. The time has arrived when the same standard
of morality should prevail both for men and for women. The faithful-
ness of Hindu women to their husbands had been so great in India that even
if the law of divorce were passed, only a very small percentage of her
women would take advantage of it. The committee under contempla-
tion must see to it that the whole of the Hindu law with regard to women
is revised to satisfy the needs of every Hindu sister. ’

Mrs. Shiva Rao stressed the point of making the memorandum

to be submitted to the Government and to the enquiry committee very
comprehensive and businesslike.

Mrs. Gandhi suggested an alternative that if it proved impossible
to pass the divorce bill at least the separation bill might be passed. There
need be no fear that if the Bill were passed the morality of the Hindu women

- would be at stake. If a husband were to abscond and if the wife could not

maintain her children, born of him, the Government should have a hand
in their maintenance.

Mrs. Hamid Ali pointed out that in Mr. Deshmukh’s Bill the cruelty
clause was not defined. Both the mental and physical cruelty should be
taken into consideration. She suggested that their demands should be
based on Kazmi’s Bill in regard to cruelty passed in 1939. The -speaker
emphatically was for equal shares in a family namely, that in a family of

a husband and wife and two children every one should get one-fourth of
the property .
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Mrs. Ammu Swaminathan drew the attention'of the delegates to
the fact that they need not be under the impression that Joshi’s and
Kazmi’s Bills were not going to be considered. In the memorandum to be
drafted the sections of those Bills would be incorporated. She appealed
to the delegates that the various constituents of the A-.I.W.C. Association
should without fail include in their report all the disabilities under which
the ladies in their constituencies were labouring.

Mrs. Jyotsna Mehta read the following written speech :—

In our Conference I think this is the most important with which we
are concerned as women. You know that all the matters in a woman’s
life centre round her happiness in married life. Everything else in her

‘life would depend on that. It is not so with men. They have several
other matters to occupy their minds and thought.

Now one of the main arguments advanced against divorce is that
the Hindu marriage is a sacrament, which could never be broken like a
contract.  In reply to that I say that there is a sacrament on one side
only, i.e., on the woman’s side; men do not consider it a sacrament. They
can marry as often as they like, keep a mistress or go to prostitutes and
so on without being subject to any criticism from the society. But when
it comes to the women they say “Oh! marriage is a sacrament.” It is
against this injustice that we protest. The cause for this injustice is that
men consider women as a thing of their possession, like a house or cattle,
or their relation is that of a master and slave. A master is at liberty to
behave just as he likes. The slave dare not object to it, and the slave could
never have the courage to go against the master, no matter how cruelly
he is treating him. He must tolerate all that mutely without signs of
protest. But the educated women of India are not going to tolerate
this injustice- any more. We want equality for both sexes. Mahatma
Gandhi says that monogamy should be as strictly enforced in the case of
men as in that of women. But it is only the ideal of a Mahatma and not
practicable. It is against human nature.
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Another argument against divorce is that if you once introduce
divorce it will be like America, where itis reported that women ask for
divorce on very flimsy pretexts; viz., the husband smokes too heavily or
keeps too many dogs. But we do not want that sort of adivorce. We
want it to apply only in extreme cases where women suffer tortures
through out their life, because of brutal cruelty of husband, infidelity, or
lunacy or venereal disease. It is criminal to compel a wife to live with
such husbands especially with those suffering frcm several diseases.

At this stage the report was put to vote. 51 voted for, and 7 against.
The report was passed by a majority of 44. Then the President appealed
to the ladies that attended the sessions to make collections and also to give
from their own pockets as generously as they could possibly do tcwards the
funds of the A.-I.W.C. Association.

In response to the appeal, promises of donations, large and small,
were made, by most of the ladies and one gentleman only. . Also a fairly
appreciable amount was collected on the spot. '

-

Fifth and the Final sitting 30th December, 1940, 2-30—4 p.m.

~ President: Mrs. Brijlal Nehru.

To begin with Mrs. Velayadha Menon from Cochin spoke as
follows :— ‘

“I am very thankful to the President for giving me a- few minutes
to speak to you during the last session of this momentous conference. Let .
me assure you that I am not going to take even one minute more than
what is allowed me to tell you in a few words about our work in this Con- )
ference. I had the privilege of attending the first All-India Women’s
Conference in Poona. Fifteen years after that I am attending this Con-
ference again. You know that one who sees a living thing every day
cannot judge of the progress of its growth, like the one who sees it after a
long time. Now after these years I find by attending the sessions of this
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Conference how the Conference has progressed in its manifold activities.
I am reminded of the story of Rip Van Winkle who went to sleep during
the reign of George III and woke up after the American War of Indepen-
dence when George Washington had won independence for America.
I feel now like Rip Van Winkle. The mother of the Conference Mrs.
Cousins, was our helper and adviser. This Conference unanimously wishes
her long life and health to continue in splendid work. I have only a few
suggestions to offer regarding the work of the Conference. The Confe-
rence in my eyes has progressed very much. The intricacies of the Con-
stitutional development of the Conference have impressed me and the laws
and bye-laws and rules and regulations have become so complicated that
I feel that all of us have to go home and study them. They have grown
like the democratic Constitution of the British Commonwealth, and I
felt impressed by the - back-bone of the constitution. But I have one
constructive suggestion with regard to these complicated laws and bye-
laws. It is not possible for all the members to read these details regard-
. ing the constitution and understand the important and fundamental prin-
ciples. Therefore I believe it will not be too much for me to request our
member for Constitution to frame a kind of ten commandments in a simple
manner and insert them into the magazine that is being run by the Asso-
" ciation, I mean Roshni. I would also suggest that the Roskni might become
an-organ of wider circulation. My second suggestion is we had very
little time given to the Subjects Committee meetings. I know that there
are many among the delegates who have very intelligent and original
thoughts arising from their experience but every one is not bold enough
to come to the platform and speak out her views. We do not wish to lose
their experiences. Let us open a discussion- column in the Roshni. This
is one of the ways of increasing the number of subscribers for our
magazine. Then we can hope also to reduce the rate of subscription. An
enquiry column may also find a place in the pages of the Roshni. Ques-
tions may be asked by members and the editor will answer them. My
next suggestion is with regard to the Camp. We are put in two camps,
Vegetarian and non-Vegetarian. In my humble opinion I wish there
were only one single camp. Of course all honour to the Reception
Committee members who have been looking to our comforts. The single
camp will enable the delegates from all parts of India to meet at close
quarters and exchange in greater detail their viewpoints,
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Miss Malthe suggested that the various newspapers that were being
circulated in the place of the Conference should be made available for the
delegates so that then and there they could get an idea ‘as to how the
deliberations of the Conference were being served to the public. She
complimented the arrangement of various group meetings which enabled
the delegates concerned to specialise in particular subjects. ’

Miss Renu Roy opined that a little more time for the group meetings
was the dire necessity, as the present group meetings were a bit
confused for want of time. And she further suggested at least three
sittings for each group meeting. Her second suggestion was that the
group meetings should be a place where each and every one of the
delegates might discuss the problems and exchange their opinions.

REPORT OF GROUP 1V,
Civic Training.
“Man perfected by society is the best of all animals. He is the most
terrible of all when he lives without law and justice. If he finds himself
an individual who cannot live in society or who pretends he has need of

only his own resources, do not consider him as a member of humanity;
he is a savage beast or a god”’—Aristotle.

The importance of the subject.—A knowledge of Civics is most important
and yet it is one of the most neglected aspects of our educational life. Our
children grow up into adult men and women without realising their rights
and obligations as citizens. We suggest that in their most elementary
formthe principles of Civics should be impressed on the child mind so that at
home and in the family the child learns to give up his own selfish pleasures
. and privileges and lives the life of the family. This training at home can .
be implemented by the teaching of Civics in all our schools so that the child
when he grows up learns to be a good citizen respecting the rights of
his fellowmen and yet jealously preserving his own. We may even suggest
that our universities should make Civics an optional subject for the Degree
examination if not as a subject by itself, at least as part of the wider sciences
with which this subject is so closely associated. In this connection we
recommend that our Schools and Colleges should grow out of their present
cramped systems, where the word of the teacher is law, We should urge
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more of local self-government in these institutions which are after all the
best training ground for real citizenship. College unions with a multi-
plicity of interests relating to the civic side of life should be encouraged,
particularly debating societies run on parliamentarian lines.

At the present time, Civics has assumed greater importance than
ever. With a widening of franchise and spread of democratic ideals, it
is highly important that every individual should exercise his ‘vote to the
best of his ability and in the best interests of society. The A.-I.W.C. has
been demanding adult franchise and a full use has to be made of the vote,
our men and women must be trained to a realisation of their civic rights
and responsibilities—our women particularly, so that it may not be argued
by our opponents that the woman’s vote is a mere duplication of her
husband’s or father’s vote.

To this end we would suggest lectures on citizenship for the
masses in the language of the area. These lectures should be organised
by responsible groups of men and women, both official and non-official.
The lecturers should be selected with great care from among people who
have a deep knowledge of the subject and a wide outlook and who would
preach from the point of view of world citizenship and not from a merely
parochial and sectarian viewpoint. '

We regret the overemphasis laid on literacy per se in recent times. In
our opinion literacy, divorced from instruction even in the basic principles
of civics, has no intrinsic value. The newly made literate may lapse into
illiteracy; but a knowledge of civic rights and obligations properly im-
bibed will become an integral part of his very life. This teaching should
include an elementary knowledge of sanitation, health and hygiene, bank-
ing and the co-operative movement. In the very . wide domain of civic.
rights and responsibilities, we would like to draw particular attention to
those duties which it is incumbent on every good citizen to perform.

Public Health :—
(i) All citizens should actively co-operate with the municipal
authorities—
' (@) in taking advantage of preventive measures such as vaccination,
~ etc., against diseases, epidemics, etc;
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(4) in boycotting all purveyors of adulterated and unlicensed food
stuff; |

(c) in enforcing the existing bye-laws against beggars, etc.,
refraining from giving them alms where beggar homes exist.
They should demand legislation where such does not exist
and agitate. for the establishment of beggar homes under
proper supervision;

(d) by not engaging the services of unregistered dais and saving
ignorant people from the clutches of quacks.

(i) Family Spacing :—Citizens should educate public opinion in favour
of family spacing upon which is dependant to so large an extent the health
and vitality of the nation. Municipalities should be asked to open birth
control clinics and give facilities and grants to voluntary organisations.

The Rights of Citizen :—

(i) Housing :—Municipal bye-laws should be strictly enforced against
all landlords particularly with regard to sanitation and adequate water-
supply for tenants. Municipal employees should be provided with decent
quarters. We are yet very far off from the ideal of Workmen’s Colonies
of the kind provided in European cities with facilities for creches, kinder-
garten, libraries, dispensaries, etc.

(if) Provision by the Municipality of adequate civic amenities, such
as parks, playgrounds, gyms, swimming pools, public telephone, etc.
Other Duties of a Citizen:—

(t) Public manners :—

(a) Etiquette of travelling—the citizen of to-day is woefully ignorant
of this; )

(6) Etiquette in cinemas, and at all public functions, mectings', etc.

(c) Behaviour on roads, etc. The average citizen avoids the foot-
path. A cluster of people discussing the latest gossip right

in the middle of the road is a common spectacle in an Indian
city. )
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(i2) Attitude to servants and subordinates :—Exploitation of labour to
be abolished : more humane treatment to domestic servants; municipali-

ties should be approached to fix minimum wages, maximum loads, etc.,
for their employees.

({i5) Kindness to animals :—It is best to impart this instruction at the
earliest age.

The City Beautiful ;=

Necessity of co-operation between the municipality and the citizen
in the matter of cleanliness of roads and streets which must not be used
as public lavatories or receptacles for refuge and garbage.

Ugly posters should not be allowed to mar the beauty of a place,
poster-boards and kiosks to be provided by the municipality.

Our branches and their work in this direction :—

(1) Organise lectures on the rights and . obligations of citizens
preferably illustrated with lantern slides.

(2) Make vigorous propaganda in the matter of health, hygiene
and sanitation. Women and men to be induced to take advantage of
such civic amenities where such do not exist.

(3) Establish, where possible, Social Service Departments with paid
and honorary staff for the training of social workers, on the line of the
Delhi resolution.

: (4) Create propaganda against the advertisement of quack remedies,
and also against the publication of vulgar and obscene advertisement.

(5) Teach men and women to take an intelligent interest in the
exercise of the vote.

Mrs, Billimoria read the report of Group IV. on “Civic Training®.

"Mrs. Doctor was of the opinion that women should fight and work
for making their cities beautiful.

Mrs. Rajan Nehru impressed upon the fact that women should
agitate for the amenities and when they were granted they should make
good use of them. Every citizen ought to realise that the city belonged
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to him or her. The Delhi Branch passed the resolution to the effect that
women should find places on the municipal and the social committees.
Therefore they should be trained in citizenship If as citizens the people
were not prepared for emergencies they should be wiped out of existence.
For example it should be the duty of the Air-Warden to give the signal in
good time before air raid. '

Dr. Olga Feinberg stressed the point about providing dispensaries
for the Harijans because in her opinion it was more essential to attend
to their health than to their education. As it was very difficult for the
Harijans who practically had no leisure to leave their places it was
imperative that small and cheap dispensaries should be provided in their
own places.

Then the Treasurer Mrs. G. R. Billimoria read out the list of
donations promised and paid in the morning.

The President concluding the Conference spoke as follows :—

We have practically finished all business that we had at this session.
I have been preaching brief speeches, taking a short time, to all those who
came up the platform. I can assure you I will be as brief as I wanted
others to be. I have not got very much to say. But before saying any-
thing else I want all those to whom I might have given offence to forgive
me for anything that they did not like. The work of the President is always
difficult. The President has to check people, has to give rulings which
is not sometimes relished by the opposite party and therefore it becomes
very difficult to keep everybody in good temper. The work is so hard
and we have been working at such pressure that perhaps I myself have
not been able to keep the balance as I should have done. Therefore I
assure all those who might have felt hurt by any of my words that I
never meant them. I want them to forgive me.

-Then I want to thank all the delegates and all the co-workers who
have been co-operating with me during the sessions. It is evident that
without the guidance of the senior workers and the ex-Presidents it would
have been very difficult for me to carry on the work. I am very grateful
for the work they have been doing. For the last three years we have been
carrying out our work in a slightly different way. We have adopted the
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group system. In spite of the fact that we are 15 years old we are yet new
to the task that is before us. It is quite evident. The group system is
very good and has to be taken up. But for the efficient working of the
group system specialised knowledge is necessary and I am afraid specialised
knowledge is very much lacking among us. We have to work through-

*out the year to make the group system efficient and useful. Unfortunately
that work throughout the year is not being done. That is why we find it
rather difficult to work. Therefore it is possible that some of the dele-
gates and other workers have found it difficult to go through the work in
this manner. But I think that for the progress of the general work specia-
lisation is very necessary. And as much specialisation as we can do, we
should do, so as to make our work efficient. .

Now I want to give my thanks and the thanks of the Conference,
to the delegates, the Standing Committee members, the Reception Com-
mittee members, to Lady Mirza, to Mrs. Mandyam, to the girl guides, boy
scouts, volunteers, pressmen, Municipal Council, the Government of Mysore,
our hostesses and to all the people of Mysore for the very glorious recep-
tion they have given us. They have spared no pains to make us comfort-
able and I can assure them that all of the delegates who have come from
far off north have felt very happy amongst them. Lady Mirza, every
one of us has admired you. It is very difficult to praise a person to her or
his face. But behind you we have no word except words of praise for
you. Your dignity, your grace, your very graciousness, the friendship
that you have extended to us, all that—we have admired and admired
greatly. This session of the Conference has brought you very near to our
hearts. And I can assure you we shall always remember you, your co-
workers, and your beautiful State with great gratitude. The pleasant
memories that we carry with us from here will ever be cherished .in our
hearts. We shall always look back upon them with happiness and
gratitude.

Now, to our delegates T have one word to say. But before saying
anything to the delegates, who have come from different parts I want to
thank the President of the last year and the Secretary, Mrs. Hamid Ali,
and Mrs. L. N. Menon respectively for the very splendid work they have
done throughout the year. I tell you that the work of the president is an
onerous one. It is not only so at the sessions. It is so all through the year.,
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Difficult problems are brought to the President. She has to solve them
and she has to decide them so as to please the parties which send the
problems, and they are bound to be unpleasant to the people against whom
rulings are given. Therefore the work is difficult. But our last year’s
President had done it so well that she has come nearer to the hearts of even
those against whom she might have given her rulings. Her work and that
of the Secretary have been appreciated all round. The Secretary has
done an extraordinarily good piece of work, very good work for us, and
this is the editing of the Roshni. She has done it so well and so efficiently
that there is not one amongst us whois not grateful to her, for this
good work she has done. Without a paper of its own the work of the
Conference cannot go on. We hope that she has made this her own work
and for the future also she is willing to take up that work. During the
past year she had other duties. But this year she has time to devote her
attention solely to the editing of the Roshni and I can assure you that the
next year’s product will even be better than this year. So we are very
happy that she has-undertaken to do this gocd work. And I hope that
all of you will become subscribers to that beautiful, useful, and very gocd
magazine that she is editing. »

I want to say a few words to the Delegates. I am very sorry to see
that some of our delegates did not care to attend all the sessions of the
Conference. They missed several sessions. I know Bangalore and the
State of Mysore is very tempting especially to young people who come
from far off north and other places and who want to see all the beautiful
things that Mysore has created. But they should all remember that work
is to come first beforc pleasure and therefore they should have postponed
their visit to the places outside Bangalore which they must see after the
Conference. So, Fellow-Delegates, I want you all to remember that when
you come to the Conference you do not come in a holiday mood. You
come in a2 mood of service to give the best thoughts that you can, to the
work of the Conference. You give us the experience that you have gone
through during the year and make your constructive contribution to the
work on hand but not destructive criticism. Therefore I appeal to you all
that during the coming year you give your whole attention to the work of
the Conference. There are several amongst us who feel discontented in their .
surroundings. They have a desire for service. But that desire for seryice is so
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much mixed up with other feelings. They like to see that they are observed
going from one place to the other. They wish to have receptions and
wish to receive other honours. They feel they are also as much educated
and in spite of it when they are left out they wonder why it is so. But they
forget that the person who is honoured has left behind a history. They for-
get the heart of that person. They do not stop to consider that that person
deserved that position. They also forget that she has given her life to the
service of the people and to the nation. Therefore all the people and
all the delegates who are here must try and cultivate that heart and that
mind which will impel them to give their best services to the womanhood
of India. I tell you honestly. I do not admire speeches at all. Because
I had a lot of speaking, you may not believe me. It is not necessary for
people to speak. It is not ‘even necessary for people to go to jail. I for
one do not like to speak at all. I wish to keep quiet. The speech does
not come from my heart. Wherever you are, in your colleges, in your
houses, in your schools, you can be of service to your fellow-beings and
your country. You can give a little out of your pocket money to the
various things that are started to keep the public works going. For those
things no big platforms are necessary. For those things you need not
go out of your homes. You must have a heart, mind and determination to
give. Be useful to the people wherever you are. Study what is demanded
of you by the country to-day and then determirie to do it. You can do
it from where you stand. You need not go out for it. That is my only
. appeal to you. If our delegates, if our members do that, it is quite suffi-
cient. We do not want anything more. We do not want your learning
or speaking. What we want really is a good heart determined to be of
service. The ideal of service in whatever circumstances you are is all
we expect you to possess. That is all I have to tell you. Once again I
thank you all for being patient. '

At the concluding session of the Conference, Begum Hamid Ali
spoke as follows :— )

Friends,

I am just going to say a few things which come from the bottom of
.my heart. I thank you all very much for the kind things that have been
said about me by the President and by everybody else and for the way
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in which you have received me. I am thankful for the great help that the
personnel of the Conference has given me,—every one of the members who
worked with me, and the other oldest members, the workers and colleagues
of the Conference. I am really standing here to thank very warmly and
very heartily, my colleague, the loyal, methodical and efficient honorary
General Secretary,—Mrs. Lakshmi N. Menon. I would wish in future
every President and Chairwoman of the Conference, to have as good a
secretary as I had been lucky enough to have, and I wish they come to
 know each other better than we did before. We now part friends : so that
we hope to work again and always, not only in the Conference, but also
apart from the Conference all our lives. As for our President of the day
of this year, you allknow that I welcome her most warmly. I know she
has presided over large deliberations. I know her for many years. I
know she will be most efficient and a wise President and the Conference
will gain by the inspiration that she will give to us next year. I also
welcome our new Secretary, Mrs. Urmila Mehta, having been in the
Conference for many years. I have every hope that she will do good
credit- to the Conference.

One of the things that Mrs. Menon has done is the editing of the
Roshni.  Mrs. Menon has already done much for it. I cannot praise
that paper enough. Personally I liké it so well, that I do not know how
to praise it. I must tell you it has already become a reference paper for
working the Conference. I do not think one can say more about the paper
that is only one year old. In reality it has already become a reference
paper for the workers of the Conference.

Mrs. Rustumji Faridoonji next spoke as follows :—

Madam President and sisters :—

Votes of thanks have been given. You have heard sound advice
from our President. Mine is only a very personal note to-day. As I
feel day by day that I am getting older and losing a good deal of strength,
I am standing before you, here, to-day, to say—most possibly—a simple
farewell. (Cries of “no, no” from the audience.) If God gives me health
I will come to future Conferences but my coming to the Conference means
being present there the whole time. I cannot bear the idea of coming to a
Conference, and then, being forced, lie in bed for an hour, as I ought
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to have done here to-day. - It is this sort of a personal feeling which makes .
me feel that I should say good-bye to many an old friend, that I see here
now. (No.) But before I just say “Good-bye”, I want to appeal to you
all and my appeal is that of your President :—*“India needs every one of
you, women”. Do not think that “because Mrs. so and so is working,
" I can stay and do nothing”. If you can do, each and every little you do,
is wanted, and I beg of you, specially the younger generation, to try to
find some little time to devote to the service of the country. You have
gone through all the resolutions and problems and there is work ready to
your hand. At your next door, your neighbour may want you. If
you go further, your Mohalla may want you, your Municipality may want
you. So, please make up your minds, that when you go home, you won’t
just devote your time to yourself—devote yourself to your own home and
be selfish—but you will make greater effort to devote yourself to your
country. It is the only request that an old member is making to you,
to-day. God bless you all, bless the All-India Women’s Conference . . ..
(pause) May God bless you all, and my friend, the old-guard—Mrs.
Cousins. May the All-India Women’s Conference rise higher and
work for the women of India for ever.

Mrs. Doctor spoke for a few minutes:—

Ladies,

I thank you all for allowing me to speak a few words. I fully
endorse all that has been said before me. As for Mrs. Cousins and Mrs.
Faridoonji, I must say that their very presence here, on the platform, is
a sort of stimulus for the Standing Committee. Their venerable grey
hair, their beautiful faces, above all their sweet tempers, have induced
us to work always for the Conference, and whether old age or grey hairs
they will.come to our Conference for many more years to inspire us.
Our President has thanked the members of the Reception Committee. I
am sure that you will all agrce with me, when I say that those thoughts
have come from the bottom of our hearts for all the comforts and kindnesses
that we have received. Mrs. Cousins, our mother, remarked that when-
ever she came to the Conference, she felt younger and younger. I do not
know how itis. Once again I bless the Conference and take my seat.
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Message from Rajkuman Amrlt Kaur,

Slster Delegates,
I am sorry mdeed that another engagement in Mysore—whxch I
could not give up—prevents my bemg with you all to-day. Iam wntmg
thes_e few lines to say “au revoir” to you to wish you every success in your
work in the coming year. > Annual sessions are nothing worth if they do
not inspire us with enthusiasm and fill us with redoubled energy for the
‘uture. I know that workers are few but if the cause is worth while—
and it IS worth while—then they WILL come and the work will not
languish, The Conference lives from hand to mouth—financially—a
good thing because it makes us all alert and keeps alive within us a real
concern for it. I do hope the Mysore session will not fail us in this respect
and that we shall be able to raise enough money for work for the coming
year. The Conference and the Lady Irwin College, its child, are our
first care and every penny we can spare should go towards their main-
tenance. Do give liberally and ask others to do so. I appeal to the
Mysore public to be generous too.

Secretary s Remarks on the Eve of Rehnqulslung Charge.

In laymg down the office and handlng it over to my successor Mrs.
Urmila Mehta, I hope you will permit me to say a few words to thank all
of you, for your co-operation and patience. The General Secretary’s work,
I might tell you, notwithstanding the power and glory once associated with
it, is not a bed of roses, but it is exciting if you are fond of fighting, and
really educative if you are capable of learning anything by contact with
others. It has taught me to ignore many things which once seemed im-
portant, and which still seem very important to others. It has made me
a wiser woman because during the last nine months I was called upon
to discriminate between essentials and non-essentials, the transient and
the permanent.. For giving me that opportunity I tender my sincerest
thanks. - ‘ : : '

I dare say that in this meetmg there are . many who feel that the
General Secretary miglit be a little more polite and a little less abrupt, and
devote a little more time for a quiet chat. I am sure they are right and [
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myself would like to h'a_VC a few more days to meet my old students who
are here with their children and whose numerous invitations I have had
to refuse for want of* time, and meet more of the delegates especially the
Standing Committee members of 1940 with whom I have yet many quarrels
to pick. I hope Mrs. Urmila Mehta will treat them kindly. I am also
one of them. Most of them have forgotten all my warnings as I have
forgotten all their threats. I know that time will heal if there is still any
soreness left of the days of our comradeship. I thank you
for your help, your co-operation and patience. Now I must
confess that there is one person, a very prominent person
here who had to put up a lot from me. I am sure she would smile if I
were to mention her name—Begum Hamid Ali—the most understanding
and forgiving of colleagues I have had. There are still three other persons
whom I should particularly mention. Two of them are my oldest friends
from the days of the Delhi Conference, Mrs. Cousins and Mrs. Rustumji.
I knew I could always count cn them and seek their Lelp wken necessary.
But I do riot think it is wise to tell you all the things that these veteran
soldiers of the Women’s Conference have done for me and the Cenference
in helping us to reorganise our different branches, organise this Ccnference.
Then there is Rajkumari Amrit Kaur who, notwithstanding our strong
spiritual differences was always an unfailing source of strength to me in
everything. I am indebted to her and Mrs. Cousins—especially, in
bringing out the Roskhni.

I have reserved the Reception Committee for fuller treatment. The
difficulties that the Branch had in coming to a decision melted like dew
on a sunny morning when their chairwoman sent the telegram welcom-
ing the A.-I.W.C. to Bangalore. Lady Mirza Ismail doesnot believe in words
and I might confide in you that till I actually met her on the 19th I had
not a word in exchange from her. She accepts things like a philosopher
and I recall her words when somebody pointed out a difficulty “well, if
we have to do it, it has to be done there is no sense in evading issues.”
“Things that have to be done must be done””. I hope many of our standing
committee members will remember her words and say, “if we have to do
it let us do it.” Duty is stern and we must obey her.



Mrs. S. R. Mandyam
Secretary of the Reception Committee,
Bangalore.
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I have known Lady Mirza Ismail only during the last few days
and I do not want to say things that you are already aware of, her cheer-
fulness of disposition and her untiring energy and her habit of going
ahead in the face of difficulties. Mrs. Mandyam’s only fault is her
seriousness. Many a delegate has asked me to request her to smile occa-
sionally which I have forgotten to do in the midst of preoccupations. But
she is efficiency incarnate—firm and grim almost like the rock of Gibraltar,
although I have seen her yielding a little once. Then there is the ever-
present Indiramma, to whom everything is easy and simple, who is
always everywhere offering her services to everybody; .I-wish every Re-
ception Committee will have members like Indiramma. ‘

I must not forget the little guides and scouts—the" little unknown
soldiers of this complicated organisation. If they are not here always at
‘our beck and call, I am sure we would not have been able to carry on even
a little of our scheduled work. It is due to them again that the working of
the Conference has been so easy. They looked after our comforts here in
the hall, supplied us with the necessary literature, looked after our lost
articles, and the scouts had no rest. They are the messenger boys and
considering the distance between this hall and the camps, I think they -
have done their work exceedingly well. And to think, that all they got in
return were a few autographs ! I congratulate them and other sister guides
for their excellent work.

My last request is that delegates who are attending the Sessions
should help the organisation by carrying the message of. the Conference
to their districts and 1mplement1ng the resolutions adopted by the
Conference ' '

Mrs. Mandyam tom

After all the splendid spceches that you have been hearing for the
past four days my humble self standing before you to do my duty which
is that of offering a hearty vote of thanks to you all. These four days have
passed away in such a short time and before we could realise where we
are, is over. This Conference has brought about better social under-

standing between the different classes of peoplc which is one of the achieve-
ments of the A.-I.W.C.
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o Thc tlme at our dlsposal was very short for us to make all the
_arrangements. Now, on behalf of the Receptlon Committee I offer to the
“delegates and visitors a hearty vote of thanks for attending these sessions
and making them a success. To you,~—our President—Mrs, Brijlal Nehru
we convey our thanks for the patience with which you faced the arduous
task of conducting a huge Conference. Our thanks are also due to all the
“workers and other members of the Reception Committee who have spared
"no pains to put their heart and soul to make this function'a success.

- - . My sincere thanks are due to the gentlemen helpers who, though
behind the Purdak have helped a good deal to make arrangements for
‘the Conference. We are very grateful to the municipal authorities, the
‘Deputy Commissioner, to-the Electrical Department, the Health Depart-
‘ment, Engineering Department and other Offices and Departments that
co-operated with us to render us a great help.. Ifby chance, I have omitted
to thank any of my fellow-workers, it is not intentional but merely a slip,
and I beg of you to excuse us. Our ~special thanks are due to the
‘Volunteers, rovers, girl guides who were ever ready to help us at all times.

Fncnds and sisters, we have done our best to make you all happy
'and comfortable dunng your stay here.. If there had been any mistakes
;or omissions on our part I request you all to kindly excuse us.

_ Finally the President declared the Conference closed, and mentloned
‘that the Delegates were at liberty to go and work hard. Miss Leelamani
'Naidu proposed three hearty cheers to Lady Mirza Ismail, —Chairwoman
“of the Reception Committee,—and Mrs. Mandyam proposed thrce hearty
cheers to the All-India Women’s Conference.



Delegates to the XV Session of the All-India Women's Conferance.
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THE ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S
Receipts and Payments Account for the

Rs. a.p.| Rs. a. p.
To Balance on 1st November, 1939:—"
Fixed Deposit in the Bank of India Ltd.| 2,856 12 0
Fixed Deposit in the National Bank .. 630 0 0
With the National Bank" . 7,838 8 0
With Mrs. Mehta (Social Sectlon) 1515 6
With Mrs. Doctor (Social Section) 56 12 0
With Hon. Gen. Secretary 348 8 0| 11,746 7 6
» Registration Fees of Delegates 1,420 0 0
»» Donation for Conference Expenses 643 0 O
»» Donation towards Central Office Fund 283 0 0
»» Donation from Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
towards Travel Expenses of Org.
Secretary .. 500 0 O
,» Donations towards Turklsh Earthquake
Relief .. .. .. 1,407 0 O
, Affiliation Fees 865 0 0
» Receptlon Committee . 773 15 0
»» Proceeds of Dramatic Entcrtalnment 350 0 O
,» Constituencies and Sub- Const1tuenc1es—
For extra copies of circulars 240 8 0
s» Vice-Presidentship Fees .. 40 0 O
s Subscription towards Educatmn Fund -
Association . 10 0 O
»» Subscription towards Kamala Nehru'
Fund 10 0 0
s, Sale of Annual Reports 77 3 0
» Interest on Bank Current Account 3812 0
»» Miscellaneous Receipts .. .. 36 79
»» Interest on Fixed Deposit. . .. 129 14 O
Total 18,571 3 3

Examined and found correct.

SORAB S. ENGINEER & Co.,
Incorporated Accountants,

Regtstered Accountants,

Hony. Auditors.

Bombay, 19th February, 1941.

The grateful thanks of the Association of the All-India Women’s Con-
ference are due to Messrs. Sorab S. Engineer & Co., for auditing the

accounts of the Conference free of charge.

This is a serv1ce which the

firm has generously rendered us for many years and it has been of invalu-

able help to the Conference.
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Year ending 31st October, 1940, ' »
Rs. a. p. Rs.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>