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INTRODUCTION. 

A COpy of the following 'Work, which was transmitted to 

the Directors of the East India Company, having been placed in 
their Library, Mr. vVilkins, who has charge of that valuable 
Institution, thought that its publication might be useful, and re­
commended that measure to the patronage of the Court; which, 
with great liberality, consented to his request, and encouraged 
the undertaking by a large Gubscription. Accordingly, in the 
end of the year 1805 an agreement was made with some respect­
able booksellers. Soon afterwards, my duty having unexpectedly 
brought me to England, I was agreeably surprised to find that 
my Journal had obtained a reception so favourable. It is true, 
I wished to have abridged the Work before publication, and 
altered its arrangement; but as the printing had commenced 
before my arrivai, and as my stay in England was likely to be 
very short, I could not undertake such alterations. I have, 
therefore, contented myself with revising the manuscript; and 
the superintendency of the press has been entrusted to Mr. 
Stephen Jones. I hope, however, that the Index will enable the 
reader to understand the greater part of the Indian terms, and 
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at the same time will in some measure supply the want of 
method, in which I am sorry that the Work is so deficient. 

The following Instructions, which I received from the Governor 
General, before I commenced my Journey, will sufficientlyex­
plain the views which that distinguished Nobleman had in 
employing me. 

Copy of the Governor General's Instructions, dated Fort \Villiam, 
24th February 1800. 

"Your enqUlnes are to. extend throughout the dominions of 
the present Rajd of .4fysore, and the country acquired by the 
Company, in the late war, from the Sultan, as well as to that 
part of Malabar which the Company annexed to their own ter­
ritories in the furm(lr war under Marquis Cornwallis." 

" The first great and essential object of your attention should 
be, the Agriculture of the Country; under which head, your en­
quiries should include and tend to ascertain the following points 
with as much accuracy as local circumstances will admit." 

Esculent Vegetables. 

" The different kinds cultivated by the farmers and natives in 
general, for sale or common use; the modes of culti vation 
adopted for each kind, and the implements of husbandry used 
in them; the seasons when they are sown and gathered; the 
manures used for the soil; and the means adopted for watering 
their grounds; and as the effecting this last point, in a cheap and 
easy manner, is an essential object to the common farmers in this 
country (Bengal), it would be eligible to have either models or 
drawings made of a!1y description of machinery which may not 
have been seen by you in these parts of India, and which may 



INTRODUCTION. IX 

appear to you to be likely to effect so beneficial au end. It 
would also be advisable for you to observe whether the poorer 
natives make use of any vegetables for food, which you may have 
seen in this country, but which may not here be in use for human 
food." 

Cattle. 

"The different breeds, and the manner in which they are 
bred and kept; the species used in agriculture; and whether the 
produce of the country be sufficient, without importation, to 
answer its demands. And as the improvement of the brced of 
horses in this country has become an object of particular atten­
tion to government, it would be proper for you to ascertain how 
far the breed made use of, in the parts you may visit, might be 
eligible to promote this desirable end." 

Farms. 

" The general extent of them; the nature of the tenures by 
which they are held; the usual price of labour, and the manner 
of payment, whether in kind or specie. You will compare the 
general state of agriculture in Mysore, &c. with that of such 
parts of Bengal as you may be acquainted with; and state your 
opinion, how far the cultivation of either country may be im­
proved, or extended, by the introduction of the vegetables, cattle, 
or rural economy of the other." 

" The next immediate object of your attention should be, those 
natural productions of the country, which are made use of in 
arts, manufactures, or medicine, and particularly those which 
are objects of external commerce." 

VOL. I. b 
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Cotion, Pepper, Sandal-wood, and Cardamoms. 

" Of the cultivation and preparation of these valuable articles 
you should endeavour to gain the fullest and most accurate 
accounts, as well as of the nature and extent of the trade carried 
on in them; the usages which may have obtained cOllcerniug 
them; the causes, if any there may be, which may seem to ob· 
struct improvement in quality, or extension in produce, of either 
of them; ami the means to your judgment most likely to remove 
these causes." 

Mines, Quarries, Minerals, and .Hinaal Springs. 

" The mines and quarries, as objects of particular concern, you 
should make a subject of more minute investigation, in so far as 
relates to their produce; the mode of workillg them; the state 
of the people employed in them, as well in respect to the con· 
dition of their service as to their treatment, or the price of their 
labour. In regard to the Minerals and Mineral Springs, they 
should be examined with attention, and such of them analyzed 
as may be esteemed medicinal by the people themselves, or you 
may judge to be so." 

Jlfanufaclures and Manufacturers. 

" The state of the manufactures is a farther object of conse­
quence, especially of those which are exported; you should 
therefore procure as exact an account of the different kinds, a; 
may be practicable, and of the ability of the country itself to 
furnish the materials used in them; and you should ascertain 
what proportion, if any, is necessary to be imported from other 
countries; from what countries, and under what advantages or 
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disadvantages, such importation now is or might be made. You 
should also make it an object of particular attention to ascertain 
how far the introduction of any of the manufactures of Mysore 

into any other of the Company's possessions, might be produc­
tive of advantage, and respectively whether Mysore might derive 
advantage from the importation of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of Bengal, or :my other parts of the Company's 
possessions. The situation of the manufacturers should likewise 

be examined; the mode of providing their goods; the usual rate 
of their labour; any particular' advantages which they may 
enjoy; their comparative affluence, with those of this country; 
their domestic usages; the general nature of their sales; and any 
regulations respecting theil' markets." 

Climate alld Seasons (If Mljsore. 

" Of these you should endeavour to obtain an accurate account, 
as well as of the prevailing winds, and the effects of the air, in its 
various states of heat and moisture, on the human body; and it 
will be farther desirable, that you should form from your own 
observation, and the reports of such other persons as you may 
judge worthy of attention, an estimate of the salubrity of the 
country compared with that of the Company's other principal 
possessions in India." 

" Although it may not be in your power, exactly to ascertain 
the extent of the forests, yet you will make this an object of your 
enquiry, as well as the kinds of trees of which they may chiefly 
consist, and report those kinds which you may judge useful for 
limber or other purposes; you will also state your opinion, with 
respect to the kinds either of timber or fruit trees which you 
may conceive it useful to introduce into this country." 
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Inhabitants. 

" The condition of the inhabitants in general, in regard to 
their food, clothing, and habitations, will engage your particular 

attention: you will also enquire how far their situation, in these 
respects, may have been affected by the different changes in the 
government. .. 

" The different sects and tribes, of which the bod v of the 
• 

people is composed, will merit your observance; you will like-
wise note whatever may appear to you worthy of remark in their 
laws, customs, &c.; and state, with as much accuracy as may be 
in your power, the nature of their common usages in matters of 
personal traffick at their markets, their weights and measures, 
the exchange of money, and the currency among the lower orders 
of people; and such matters in respect to their police, as may 
seem to you to have an immediate or particular tendency to­
wards the protection, security, and comfort of the lower orders 

of the people." 
" You will take every opportunity of forwarding to the Com­

pany's Botanical Garden at this Presidency, whatever useful, 01' 

rare, and curious plants and seeds you may be enabled to acquire, 
in the progress of your researches, with such observations on their 
nature and culture as may be necessary." 

" You will collect and forward specimens by every proper 
opportunity to the Right Honourable the Governor General in 
Council, of whatever you may deem curious, or interesting, 
amongst the natural productions of the country, or in the arts 
and manufactures of the inhabitants; and though the general 
report of your mission cannot, probably, be completed until after 
your return to this Presidency, you will from time to time submit 
to his Lordship any observation, which may occur to you, of 

• 
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which the immediate communication may appear to be of publi€ 
utility ... 

In consequence of the two last paragraphs of these instructions, 
I transmitted a considerable number of seeds to Dr. Roxburgh, 
and made a collection of descriptions and drawings of the more 
unknown plants. These last it was my intention to have pub­
lished with this Work j but the booksellers declining to incur 
the necessary expense, I have given them to my friend Dr. James 
Edward Smith, who, I hope, will publish some part in his Exotic 
Botany. I also collected for the Governor General specimens of 
the minerals mentioned in this \Vork, which his Lordsh ip directed 
me to present to the Company's Library in Le.ldenhall·street, in 
which they have been deposited. 

Major C. Crawford has had the goodness to prepare the ac­
companying Map; which will enable the reader to trace my 
route, aud to judge of the opportunities that I had of viewing the 
country. On a Map of Major Rennell, he laid down a sketch of 
my route, which I made on the Journey. The very imperfect 
nature of the materials rendered many errors unavoidable. Some 
of the most considerable of these I have since corrected from a 
Map which Lieutenant Colonel Mackensie has had the goodness 
to commuuicate. I regret exceedingly, that I did not receive it 
in time to allow me to avail myself of the numerous geographical 

.improvements that it contains. 
I am indebted to the Marquis \Vellesley fur the beautiful 

Drawing~ from which the engravings of the Alysore Princes have 
been taken; and I cannot conclude without thankfully mention­
ing the very liberal and effectual manner in which I was encou­
raged by every person in the Madras Government, and especially 
by the nobleman then at its head, now Earl of Powis. 
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