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THE MAHOMEDAN AND HINDOO RIOTS
OF 1893,

Af,t.er nearly twenty years of almost absolate peace, Bombay at noon on Friday, Augost
11th, waa suddenly plunged into a scene of . v’iolenoe ‘and tormoil without a precedefit in the
annals of .the Oity. For some weeks pravious:i;6 the outbreak a good deal of feeling had been
created in the Mahomedan and Hindoo communities in parts of the Presidency in oonsequence
of some rioting which had taken placa in Prabh?a Patan and elsewhere ; and the formation by both
commanities of committeey in Bombay in cor ection therewith does nok appear to have'in any
way improved the relations between .the fwo parics. The Mahomedans, however, allege
that the origin eof the entbreak was duﬂ to the nngmg of bells and beating of lom foms
by the Hindoos on their Divasdra, or new mo .hohday, in the Mahadev temple in Hancoman’
Lane, which i8 in the imm ediate wcmlty of the great Jumma Musjid, this festival falling on the
Moslem day of prayer., But whatever - msay} have been the actual camse, a most violent
encounter took place on Friday, snd Fhe rioting continved withont practmally any
abatement throughout the _foll;)wing daj, and to & more or less serions extent during
Sonday. The Police, it seems, had some days previously received intimation that a
disturbance was extremely probable, and ivera in & measure prepared for it, but with the small
nomber of men composing the local forcalt. was ab once seen on the commencement of the
rioting that their strength was quite madequake ‘to the demands that were likely to be made on.
them, and the aid of the military, naval, and auxlhary forces had event.ually to beinvoked, The
Marine Battalion of native troops were tha fizst arrivals, and were quickly followed by large
detachments of the other troops in garrison, Enropean a8 well a8 native ; but as matiers were fast
going from bad to worse, his Excellency the' Governor, who was at the time with his Qouncil
in Poona, was communicated with, and asked to order reinforcements to be sent down from
that station. At midnight on Friday his Excellency had a consultation with General
QGatacre, the Adjutant-Gemeral of the Bombay Forces, and on the following morning
two squadrons of the 2nd Lancers were .ileapatched, the Governor being at the skstion
to see them away. A third squadron was afterwards got off, and was followed by
& body of men drawn from the Ipfantry regiments stationed in Pooma. In the
meantime the Police and Military in Bombay had very serions work before them,
and assistance was asked for and given inall quarters, On'Friday night the Light Horse
turned out, and the remainder of the local Volunteers were put on duty the next morning
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Bpecial Magistrates were appointed, and large crowds of prisoners were brought before them an
placed in the local jails to awail their trial, The Oity wasin an extraordinary state of excite
ment and slarm, and ali business was suspended. As night cameé on, scenes of great violene
were enacted in all quarters of the pative town, and the order to fire had ab length to be giver
to the military, The rioters fled before the shots, but only to renew the disturbance in soms
other spot, Mahomedans and Hindoos were to be seen on all hands assanliing each other
with pretty well every description of weapon they conld get hold of. Temples and mosques were
wrecked ; and shops were looted by budmashes. So 19attera continued throughout Saturday, bul
on Snanday a elight improvement was - observable, althongh & good deal of desultory fighting
went on in several of the outlying districts, It was not till Monday that anything like law
and order wae restored, and even then the feeling of aecunty on the part'of the people was by
10 means great. Some of the ahopkeepers were persuaded to re-open their shops, but in most
cases they did not do eo with entire willingness, The day fortnnately passed off without &
renewal of the disturbances, and encoumged by this mrcumst.anoe several other traders followed
their example the next day, but the will-hands and t.l}e work people engaged in other branches
of industry declined to retern to'work till afte.r the %holiday ocourring in the ocomrse of the
week, In all some ﬁfteen hondred prisoners were taken The i'.otal number of deaths which
have resulted from the rioting is officially estimated h sixty-seven, While that of the injured
is put at from four to five hundred.
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sion, not from want of app]icatidn, but from sheer want of intellectual capacity.
The general average of the studerts is, however, stated to have been very fair,
and the Principal's report that many of them showed great promise of
becoming good sub-inspectors is gratifying. The Principal’s proposals for the
encouragement of Mardthi shorthand in the School will, it is understood, be
submitted to the Inspector-General of Police.

12. The Governor in Council notices with interest the Inspector-General’s
opinion that the establishment of more magisterial courts, atd of a separate
Sessions Court in every Collectorate, would tend to increase the readiness of
witnesses to come forward. The question of increasing the number of District
and Sessions Courts in the Presidency has already engaged the attention of His
Excellency in Council.

13. The opinions of the Inspector-General, the Commissioners, and the
District Magistrates leave little room for doubt but that the moral standard of the
police and the quality of their work have steadily improved in the last few years.
Their work in the year under review has met with general approbation from those
best qualified to judge of it, and shows excelient Metective results. The behaviour
of the police during the Bhil rising in Sunth State, and the manner in which the
railway strike was met in May and June 1913, are deserving of special
commendation. It is matter for regret that the Inspector-General of Police is
unable to report any adequate response to these encouraging signs of improve-
ment in the direction of 4 greater alacrity on the part of the public to render
support and assistance. In proportion, however, as the advance effected by the
recent re-organization both in methods and in efficiency becomes more generally
appreciated it is to be hoped that a corresponding stimulus will be imparted to
co-operation on the part of the people. Meanwhile, it is satisfactory to recognize
in this comprehensive record of activity during the past year strong testimony
that a vigorous and growing spirit of progress with enlightened zeal is steadily
pervading all departments of police administration.

14. The Governor in Council is pleased to convey to all ranks of the police
force his recognition of their loyal and strepuous efforts and to endorse the
commendations passed by the Inspector-General of Police on the work of the
individual officers specially selected for mention. = He desires once more to
acknowledge the example of strenuous devotion to duty which has been set by
Mr. Kennedy to the officers and men under his control. The work of Mr. Souter
in Sind has been characterised in circumstances of unusual difficulty by a high



