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No. 15 of·1888. 

FROM 

To 

THE ASSISTANT SETTLEMENT OFFICER, 

TUB COLLECTOR, 
NOR1'U Kl~ABA. 

SIB, 

~N CHARGE KANABA SURVEY; 

.A.8sistllnt Settlement OtJiCf/r'1I Office, 
. 14th. ,January 11888. 

I have the honour to forward~ for the cODsideration of Gov"rnment,the, 
following proposals for the introduotion of the survey settlement, into 21 village!! 
of the Siddapur 'i'aluka of North, Kanara" This is the first portion' of this taluka 

'for whioh proposals for the rcvisioII of assessment'have as yetbeen submittpd. 

2. The Siddapur Taluka is situated immediately to the south, and adjacent 
p 'f n to that of Sirsi, where survey settlement appl'oaohes 

OBI 10 • completion. On the west, it is bounded by the Kumta.' 
and HonavarTalukas alt'eady settled, and on the south and east by Mysore 
territory. • " 

3. To desoribe the tll.Iuka it' will facilitate matters to divide it iuto three 
" d "I seotions running lengthwise from north to south. 

ch!!::~;!t;;'lur.. phyB"la The western seotion comp~ses a thiokly-wooded, hilly, 
and rugged oountry; runnmg along the orest of the 

Ghauts. The population of this traot is sparse and scattered; and thA rainfall 
excessive, but affording a water-supply capable of producing double rice crops_ 
Tbe central division consists of oongeries of hills and spurs from the Ghauts, 
with deep intervening valleys,whioh, fertilised by the humus wash from the 
high and wooded surroundings, form most favored,situations for the cultivation 
of the betel-nut palm and other garden productions. The population- here is 
still I!cattered, the cultivators living in separate homeste.ads· close to their 
gardens, instead of in communities, as in the more open oountry_ The eastern 
section differs oonsiderably from the above. On emerging from the hills, the 
change to what, for Kllnara, may be termed open conntry, ill more or lesa sudden. 
The forest becomes thinner and growth more stunted, while large stretches of 
grasij land ana bare hill tops meet the view, Thfl garden oUltivationgives 
place in a greater measure to rioe, the popUlation is -denser, and the people live 
in communities in villages. The geological formation is la~rite, and il\ this 
portion of tbe ta.luka the soil is light, sandy, aJ?d so shallow as to afford little 
root depth, a fact indicated by tpe stunted appearance of the forest and thin 

, grasses, which afford but little nourishment to the cattle. The deciduous fores!; 
throughout the Mluka is interspersed with evergreens (Kans) of the finest de­
scription, and here the soil iR rioh and deep, and retentive of moisture, supplying 
the springs under whichsugaroane is largely grown. The average rainfall for 
the last 10 years, aA registered at the Sjddapur Mamlatdar's kacheri, amounts to 
106i inches, it must however be much heavier towards the Ghaut. 

4. As will be Been from the accompanying map the (21) villages under 
. , 'd report form rather a straggling group, contiguous one 

DeBonption, population an ' h th . h b I . . t f 
rea of vil~'Sl'.porled upon Wit e OJ; er" ut c ustenng mmore compac orm 

a . • round" Kondli, II otherwise called Sidda.pur~ the head-
quarters of the district. . .. 

The few villag(ls on the extreme west of the group-Bhandarkeri, Mutgi. ' 
Bidarkan' and Bhankuli-may be said to belong to the central belt of the Mluh 
88 described above, bllt all the others distinptly oome under the description alford-
fld of the el!.8tern section. . 

.1380-1 
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The villages in question cover au area of (:38) sqllarll miles, the cultivab1e 
· area being only one-fourth of the whole. . .. 

The population is returned at a total of (6,935) souls, which shows an average 
of (182) to the square mile. The proportion or arable land to each head of the 
population is· (36) guntMs, while a pair of oxen is available for every (4) acres 
of the occupied area, exclusive of garden . 

. It must be borne in mind that the present group of villa.ges include most of -
the large towns in the Mluka, and that weare now dealing with the most thick­
ly populated part. Notwithstanding, extensive rice fallows exist in almost every 
village, establishing the fact, so often brought forward by the cultivators, that 
the suppl.y oflabor is .unequal to the de~ands of the district. It ?as always 
been a 8mB qua non lD Kanara, for obVIOUS reasons, th!\t the resignation of 
a. portion of tt'" warg" cannot be acceptod; it must either be the whole or nothing 
at all. When this restriction is removed I should not be astonished if considerable 
.. ice areas were thrown up. Fallow lands have however now been divided into 
oonveniently sized blocks by the Survey, and if relinquished, there is every like-
lihood of their being taken up by outsiders,-a circumstance· which would tend 
to the more equal distribution o~ the assessment throughout the district. The 
present population is almost entirely agricultura1.and may be termed prosperous_ 
They' own more land than they can conveniently bring uuder the plough, and 
naturaU.r confine themselves to the most productive situations, where the best 
Ct;()PS can be raised at the least expense of labor. 

S. Out ofthe whole cultivable area 46 per cent. is devoted to rice, 38 per 
Cro s. cent. to dry -cro.p and grass, and 16 per cent. to garden. 

P The rice lands are extensive, bnt for the most part 
the soil is of poor quality, sandy, and shallow, especially towards the east. 
There are however exceptions to this rule, and generally speaking, the valleys 
surrounding Siddapur itself, have a richer and better coloured soil than the 
average .. Double rice crops are unknown in this part, but sugarcane can be 
grown almost everywhere, althongh not of the best quality. The cane is general_ 
ly cnltivated on the high-lying rice lands on either side of a valley in preference to 
the more moist situations in the centre, on acconnt of its liability to be rott·ed from 
excessive moisture,'or to be injured by the rush of water in the rains. This choice 
of situation generally necessitates watering by hand from" wllter holes," when 
~he plants are first put down about Maroh. . 

Second green crops, after· the. rice harvest, are seldom raised, more from 
want oflabor and povertyof soil than from lack of moisture. In valleys where the 
wash from the woodlands is inconsiderable artificial manure must be largely used, 
and a second crop after rice wonld require a recoating of manure, which the 
people could ill afford. Vegetables of all kinds grow well in the rice fields in 
the hot months, and sma.ll enclosures, with flourishing crops, may be seeD in the 
vicinity of most inhabited dwellings. Dry-crop. cultivation is uncommon, most 
of such land being kept under grass as "Kumaki ", or help lands, to the garden 
and rice. Ragi ie grown in places to Ii limited extent, but there is nothing lilul 

· a surplus for exportation. The gardens produce supari,· panvel, pepper, 
cardamoms, a few cocoanuts, pineapples and various other fruits. They reo 
semble in every respect those of Sirsi, so often before described, and are in many 
cases quite as fine; but I amjnclined to think that the Sirsi Gardells on the whole 
.are in a higher sta~e of cultivation than those in this MJuka. 

6. Siddapur is particularly well off in the way of roads capablu of carrying. 
.. . cart traffic. The main road from Sirsi to Siddapur 

OommunlcatlOns. and the coast vid the Malimani Ghaut to Honavar 
traverseS the taluka from north to south. Branching off from this road to the 
west are the -Nilkund and Dodmani Gbaut roads, both of which carry through 
traffic to the port of Kumta in the fine weather. On the east there are three 
roads branchingoff frOID Siddapur, communicating, one with Banavrsi to the north, 

· another with Sorab to the east, and the third with Sagar to the sonth; all three 
towns are large markets, the 'l:wo last named being situated in Mysore territory. 
The villages nnder report are all tapped by on"e or other pf the roads mentioned 
and have for the most pal·t private tracks .as well, leading to the main lines of 
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communication j while the statistioa.I returns show that they possess 181 carts 
amongst them. . .' . 

7. . Tbere are only two internal. markets' in the mluka, lliz., Siddapur . and 
Markets. Bilgi. T be latter is of such small account, that Siddi; 

pur is the only one worthy of notioe, 

With the exception of the most western villages on the GMuts, the produce .. 
of the rest of the taluka finds its way to Siddapur, and from. thel'e is exported. 
to Hubli, Bellari and the Coast. . . 

. Tbe subjoined statement, pre,p.ared fl'om information gathered by the Mam­
latdar, shows the approximate year1y and weekly sales of this market. The whole 
of the garden produCII disposed of must not, however, be accredited to the Sidda.­
pur Taluka only: It would be safer to deduct about one-fourth as bei,ng imported 
from the Mysore side;-. • .. 

. 

YDRLY SALBa. W"KLY &u.s. . 

A.mount Amount . Chief Articl .. traded in; 
Heada of Current of Heada of Prod .... of Produce. Price. Value Value. 

Rs. R •• . 
Supan .. , .. , Per khandi 

Rs.75 
1,50,000 All kinds of grain. 1,350 Rice, wheat, gram,. mng, 

urid, dsl, &0. . 
Pepper ••• ... . Per khandi 45,000 Groceries ... 650 Sugar, jaggeri, salt, oil , 

Rs. 225 . spioss, &0-
Cardamoms ... Per maund 25,000 Dried fish ... 500 

Rs.IiO Miscell8o:1leouB , .. hOO Vegetable.. betel.leaves, 
cocoannts, froite, &c. . 

--- --
Total ... 2,20,000 Total ... 3,000 

8. 'I.'he following tabulated statement gives the full assessmen~, remissions 
Past revenue. and net co!lections for the past 20 years in the villages 

undel' report. Old areas are not av~lable ;...,... • 
~ • 

Yearo. Area in Old Standard Permanent C .. ual. Net 
Aoree.· ~BeB8ment. Remissions. Remisaionl. ()oUeotion8. 

Rs, Rs. Ra, Rs, 

1867.-68 ... ~ .. .., 21,736 4,886 .., 16,850 
1,868,69 ..••• ... ... 21,785 5,046 ... 16,689 
1869-70 ... '" ... 21,675 4,969 ... 16,706 
1870.71 .. , ... . .. 21,810 4,893 17 16,900· 
1871·72 ... .. ' ... 21,618 4,905_ .. . 16,618 . 
1872-73 .. ' .. ' ... 21,677 . 4,882 . 149 16,546 
IM3·74 ... ... . .. 21,542 4,882 20 16,640 
1874-75 ... . .. '.'" 21,667 4,882 ... 16,785 , 
1875-76 ... ... ... 21,650 4,873 ' .. . 16,777 
1876·77 ... ... . .. 21,587 4,859 . .. 16,728 
1877-78 ... ... .., 21,601 4,859 .. . 16,742 
1878-79 ... ... . .. . 21,607 4,859 ... 16,748 i 
1879-80 ... ... .. . 21,683 4,859 ... 16,724 
1880.81 ... ... ... 21,513 4,899 .. . 16,614 
1881-82 '" ... , .. 21,1\04 4,899 ... 16,605 
1882·83 ... '" ... 21,559' 4,876 ... 16,683 
1883-84 '" ... ... ... 21,686 .4,S83 .., 16,753 
1884·85 ... ' .. ... 22,239 4,883 '" 17,856 
1885-86 ... . ... ... 21,549 4,888 .. . 16,666 
1886·87 ... . .. ... 21,478 4,892 .. . 16,586 

<t - -Total .. , '" 4,82,766 97,869 186 3,34,711 
-~ Average ... .... 21,638 4,893 9 16,736 



The net collections for 1896-87 do nQt coincide with the total of column 17 
in t~e appendix, for ~e~sons explained in that c?lumn, the acC?untb ~f five villages 
havmg had to be, ehmmated, on account of bemg hopelessly lDtermlxed with the 
aocounts of other villages not yet classed. The statement lerves to show, 
however, that during this period fluctuations have been quite unimportant, lind 
that the land-cess has been collected with ease. The rise in the 1884-85 collec­
tion is' explained by the sale in that year of right of occupancy of certain lands 
which somewhat added to the total. 

9. Ido not propose pitching the maximum dry-crop and rice rates, for 
'Proposed rates Siddapur, on quite such a high scale as appertains in 
. .' the adjoining Mluka of Sirsi, viz., dry-crop Re. 1 and 

nce Rs. 5. Siddapur itself (which is the' centre of the best situated villages in' 
the mluks.) is Qonsiderably further than Sirsi, from the line of rail to Hubli Or 
Bellari, both markets to which the produce of this district is largely exportt>d. 
The roads leading to the coast are by no means so good as the Devimani Ghaut 
road of Sirsi, and a change of carriage from cart to boat at GArsapa, is necessary 
for the conveyance of goods to Hodvar; besides, both population and soil 
appear poorer than' in the Sirsi 'l'aluka. .All these things considered a slight 
reduction seems certainly called for." I, therefore, propose dividing the villages 
in question into two groups~ 

lat.-Eight villages in the immedil\te vicinity of the Siddarur market, inter-
Colored blue on the map sected by one or other of the. lines of corn· 

. mnnication leading from there, and· with 
certain advantages as regards labonr supply; to bear a maximum of 
Rs. 4-8 for rice aud Re. 0-14 for dry.crop. 

2nd.-Thirteen villages with· like' advantages, only in a Jesser degree, and 
Colored red OD the map. n.0t so fully pop?lated. as those above maxi. 

.' mum Rs. 4for nce and Re. 0.12 for dry-crop. 

It may be noticed that the vlliages of B handarkeri and Sarnpgcid. diffet: 
SO\jlewhat in maximum rates from the adjoining village of Matihali in. Sirsi, bllt 
the cultivated lands belonging to them are less I\ccessible, and their characteris­
tics reselublerather those of Gavengudi, also in Sirsi close by, to which village 
their rates have been assimilated. For garden lands thA maximum rate im. 
posed bSll been Rs,. 14 as in Sirsi. 'fhe gardens' were all rated by me 
personally. . . 

10. Considering that the maximum rice rate varies from Rs. 4-12 to 
. . . . ' B.S; 5-4, and that the maximum garden rate is B.S. 25 

. Rates m adJolDmg Mys"... in the adjoining villages in the MluHs of So~b and 
village'" Sagar in Mysore. which have much in common wita 
this ta.luka. the' rates proposed above ~llSt be considered moderate in the 
e:!l;treme. . 

11. The areas and ~vera~e rate of assessment on each description of la'ad 
for eaoh group by the proposed rates are tabulated below, occupied and. un; 
occupied land being .shown separately:-

00" ....... OooUPIQ LAl'fD • .............. 
0' ... ~. ""'_p. " 

Rice. 
_en. 

n..,.. RI .... ....... - 4
v
_ 

A ..... "- .......... ....... ....... AYe ...... Crop. mea'. ment. men" . 
~ ---

Ro, .. P- Re.. &. p. Ra. u.. a. p. 1Io. 1Io ... p. RL 1Io ... ' p, 
0 • 

J ... -.. 8 01' o 4 8 0 724 356 0 710 1,769 6,177 2 14 l( 237 2,898 12 3 8 

II ... ... 13 012 I 4 9 I 378 169 o 6 g 1,018 2,700 210 5 761 9,733 12 12 8 - --i---
Total' 21 ... .. 1,100 616 o 7· 6 2,787 7.877 213 3 998 12,831 12 10 6 

-
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~ ~". ' . .?~.,. 
'., 4- 4· ". OO'VJIIUOm!C! {h(OOCtIftBD L.um. 

.II.lmnnr B.l.n. 
"~';.f~ 

...... No. 01 DrJ.(JrOp. RIce. Owen. -
Dr!- Rloo. - .... _ 

Average. ~cree. 
At ..... Avemge. Acrel, ....... Avel'llfrO. C,. .. mon~ JDent. men- . 

Bo .... p.R •••• p. .. R •• · Ra_: •. p . Ra. R •.•• p. Its. Ra. a. p. 

I 8 0140:480 887 S71 0'6 8 42 7'0 I 1'0 8 I 2 I '0 0 ... ... 
• 339 124 '0 61'0 61 III 2 6 '0 I 3 3 0 '0 n ... ... 13 0120,' 0 '0 • ---------- -~ 

Total ... 21 ... I -... 1-,226 *95 0 6 6 91 191 I o 10 2 6 2 8 '0 

- 12. The subjoined statement gives the estimated result of the proposed 
rates on 15 villages (for which the accounts are complete), (lontrasted with the 
realizations of last year :-. 

-
Paat eon.ctio~ •• 1 

• 
Total nambor of INWDberOhillage.s PropOBed Per cent. CIoaa. villages in each wheJ'8 l'esnlta Aueeament. 

group~ can be compa.red. 

Ra. Re, Ba. 

I ... '" 8 8 6,757 8,431 +24'8 

II .~ ... 13 7 4,408 6,371 +44'5 

----.- - ---- ---
Total .. 1 21 15 ll,165 14,802 +32'6 

The result is an increase of 3,631 rupees or 32'.6 per cent. in favour of Gov­
ernment. As far as I can judge from imperf<lct data thA (6) villages not included 
in the statement will show a nearly similar p6l'ceI)tage of increase. 

The incidence of t'be proposed assessment on each village is shown in 
()olumn 29 of the I!-Ccontpanying appendix.' The inequalites are not so striking 
.as usual, all villages exhibiting an increase; nor in any, does the enhancement 
exceed (10) per cent. As is usual, 'the villages surrounding the head-quarters, 
Bnd which have been most subject to supervision, show: the le.ast difference. 
putting aside the long-followed practices of conCealment of cultivation, encroach­
ments, and falsification of accounts in Kauara, and taking .only into _ con8i-­
deration the improved circumstances of the landholder, viz., settled .times, 
improved communications, and great rise in prices, even the villages in whicll 
the largest increase takes place, could n.ot be said to be worse .off than they were 
20 years ago! Rice for instance, which could be bought at 27 seers per rupee 
"ome 20 years ago, is now at 9 or 10 seers, and other commodities have dOllbtless 
risen in a like degree. ~'he deduction is that the landholder even with an 
increase of 100 per cent. would be better "ffthan formerly. Jt might be argued 
that the proposed rates err on the side of moderation, but it must he remembered 
as mentioned in paragraph 4 of this report, that llxtensive fallows exist in nwst 
villages j and that if land in this 'lIIalnad district be neglected for a few years, 
it soon gets broken up and iptersected by deep gullies tormed by the torrents' 
;n the monsoon, and requires labour and money expended upon it to bring it 
again under cultivation. ;Many .of (he old cultivating families seem to be dying 
out, and it is difficult to induce ntlw tenants to come into a. ilistrict so notorjous 
for· fever and inclemt'ncy, so that the cultivatipnof tpese tracts in the future 
must greatly depend upon iI.,jenient land tax.. ,.. 

13, The 'average rates fallrngon each'ilescription oholl in' three villages 
which differ considerably in percentage of"i;ncrease, are given bel.ow, and tend to 
I!how the inequalities of the ,-€lId asses8II1ent:-The average rates here given also 
p'pproximate t.o the rates ip .oShei'·:v~lla:ges of th!l same group : ~ 

B 1380-3 -' .. 



Ol<l SOI'YBY A"erage Average Average 
No. y.~' collection. Asseu· Per cent. Dry-crop Rice Garden 

meat. Aalel8Ulent. Aaa8NlOent. AlielllUIlent. -
Rs. R •• ' Rs. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

1 Village No. 7 ... 841 856 +1'8 0 7 4. :1 6 6 J3 7 (j 

2 Do. .. 4. . .. 639 1,01.5 +68':.1 0 7 7 2 6 " 12 14 Q 
S Do. " 

14 ... 1,361 , 1,829 +340" () 5 2 2 13 1 12 14 11 

, 14. The following statement shows under evez-y bead tbe area and assess-
ment of the (21) villages now z-eported upon:-

Division of Land. A~ A88element. 

Rs. 

Government occupied. land ... . .. . .. 4,887 2],023 
Do. nnOCCllpieli land .. , ... . .. 1.321 691 

U narable uuasseBsed hills, ~. ... ... ... 18,411' . ..... 
1m-III .. . ... ••• .. . . .. . ... 0. . ..... - -

Total ... 24,619 21,714 

15. In conclusion, and in the event of the z-ates proposed being accepted, 
1 would beg for an early eanction to introduce them, in oz-dez- to avoid incon­
veniences expez-isnced last season, both by the people and my own establishment, 
as pointed out ill the last paragraph of my,z-eport 'upon Biz-si, dated the 11th 
instant. 

I have the honouz- to be, 
Sir,. 

Your most obedient Servant. 
R. T. WINGATE, 

Assista.nt Settlement Officer 
in charge K~n&l"a Survey. 
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.. .. '" 

, • S1 .. 1 1 • • .. .. .. " 18 :-". ..: .. .. .. 11 • + .. .. . .. 1 .... .. " '20 81. .. .. . • I Mixed up with Yillagel 70S 1 .. • .. • ... oj 1ft Ineom • .. .. .. .. 
DO' :rei; claued. plete. 

13 Golgod .. .. 1,0'18 ., • .. 14 • .. I.'" I • Do. do. U20 1 :. , .. 17 1 1 , .. .. 10 Do. 
It mdarkan:: .. - .. . .. .. 1,718 .. '0 121 ." '" 1,474 ,. 

" 1 'p 1~61 1.070 .. ... ... .. .. .. m eo .. +34"4, 
1& Hamtemanl .. .. ;:. .. .. 10' • • I • 10 m ". "' • .. .. .. .. 14 6 . • + ... 

" Bo.lguli .'. .. .. '01 , . lOB 68 }1. 
.. 

'ie .. .. .. 
J'=l (i6 &II 130 m ., :n-·, 17 BhaDkuU •• .. 8'0 •• .. .. .. .. • 1,24.1 ..... .. .. .. .. .. l,lt8 .. 18 121 ... .. .." .. •• .. .. .. .. Included'ID VWage No. 1 • .. 1S7 ... .. .. .. 180 .0 

111-,. Hoghep, .. .. .,. 
1~0 1 .. .:i 81 1,081 • • 1f6 1,170 • Jo' ... 17 i 1 It" ~ 1 + .... 

10 Bedkani 
.. .. -, .. .. 1 .... .. '6' •• ... ,27 .. .. ... .. .. )ltsed up "'ftb 'Iilla(leI -l,rli 71 ... 61' I. 11 6i meom· 

Dot yel claIecL . ..... .. 'Igod .. .. .. 1.007 .. , 
'0 .. 81 fit I do. ... , 1 • .. .. - .. " • Do. .. .. Do. ... 

1I .... d .. - .. 1,0&1 9 , . .. ~ 74 ..6 Sl ,. il .111 
.. ... ..... .. eo , .. ... • • • ... 51 .. + .. ~ .. .. . 1- -Total or the .... nd . .. • 

CIou .. .. .. u.... ." 1&2 , •• ,8 2.100 76' ,..... ." I 12,"' I"'" .. 2 2,160 I '.m " • .. ..... ... US , .. 51 121 • ..... 1-::::---
•• iC,6i9 1.IO,i5i6 2.781 7,8'17 90s IJ6311,~ -.- --- , 

'Oru,dToIaJ ... •• 101 2 6 11,186 11 .... ... 1.8ii ..... . 6,319 168 .. IBI ..... 1,611 771 •• , . . 
) • R. T. WINGATE • 

.Assistant Settlement Officer. Revenue Survey, S. M. C. 
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To 

No. 249 OF 1888. 

W .. M. FLETCHER, ESQillRB, 
Superinten~ent, Poona & Nt1sik and Southern 

Manitha Country Revenue Surveys j 

T.B& COLLECTUR OF KANARA. 

SIR, 

Survey SuperintenJent's Oifir,e, 
Camp Gota, 19th February 1888. 

I have the honour to forward' herewith, for submission to Government 
through the usual channel, a report; by Mr. R. T, Wingate, Assistant Settlement 
Officer, Revenue Survey, Kanara, .proposing rates of assessment. for 21 villages 
of the Siddapur Taluka in which field operations have been completed. 

2. This is the first batch of villages ready for settlement in this t:Uuka, 
but we have in the adjoining settled tli.lukas a safe guide in fixing on. rates for 
the villages now under report, and the question does not therefore present the 
usual difficulties of a first settlement. 

. 3. Mr. Wingate's report is full and clear, and contains all the usual figured 
information, together with a succinct account of the characteristics and condi. 
tion of the taluka for the accuracy of which his intimate acquaintance with the 
country seems sufficient guarantee. I need only say that my own less extensive 
knowledge of the district leads me to concur in all that he has written on the 
general subject, and that a detailed examination has satisfied me that the' figures 
have Deen carefully compiled. • . 

:4. . The subject of the maximum rates to be proposed was discussed in de. 
tail between myself and :Mr. Wingate during last rains, and the present proposals 
embody the result we then arrived at. For the reasons explained- in Mr. 
Wingate's 10th paragraph it will probably be admitted that the rates round the 
mltrket of Siddapur should be pitched slightly lower than round Sirsi, while 
where the two talukas touch the rates of the villages on their borders need not 
. differ. I will not add to the volume of this correspondence, therefore, by reo 
peating in detail argumente in whic~ I concur, and as the. rep~rt appears to 
me to be, complete in all respects I WIll only ask the favour of Its bemg forwarded 
with· Y.,our \lo~me~t~ 1I~ BOf;ln liS :possible, 

To 

SIB, 

I have, &c.,. 

W •. M~ FLETCHER, 
j;l1periutendent, roona snq N ;tsik and S. M. C. 

. Revenue Surveys. 

, .; x e _ .. 

No. 614 OF 1888 • 
. -. 

T~E SURVEY ,t\ND SETTLEMENT COMMISSIONER. 

Opnavar, 291h February 188~, 

I have the honour to forward herewith Mr. Fletcher's letter No. 249 of 
Illth instant, together with a report by Mr. ~. T, Wingate, Assistant Settlement ... 
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Officer, Revenue Survey, ~anara, co~ta~ning r.roposals for the i!ltroduction of 
survey rates into the 21 villages of Siddapur 1 aIuka. 

. This is the first portion of the taluka which is. proposed to .b~ brought 
under survey rates. Mr. Wingate has fully descnbed the condItIOn of the 
taluka. 

The villages proposed tor settlement are· di vided int~ two groups, and I think 
this has been correctly done. The rates proposed are. Just. and reasonable, as 
explained by Mr. Wingate in paragraphs 9 and 10 of hIS report. 

The estimated result of the proposed rates on 15 out of 21 villages contrast. 
ed with the realisations of last year is given in the table .embodied in paragraph 

'12 of Mr. Wingate's report. The increase as shown in this table is Rs. 3,5~7 
or 32'6 per cent. in favour of Governme~t. 'l:'he data f?r the rest of ~he VI~­
lages required for the purposes of companson IS not available. Mr. Wmgate s, 
report is' so fUll and complete that it is unne,cessary to add more. 

I would recommend that the concessions allowed in Government Resolution 
No. 5573 of the 21st October 1874, may be extended to .these villages in order 
that increased assessment may be extended over the perIOd of three years. 

The date f~r relinquishing of lands under Section 74 of the Land Revenue 
Code should, I recommend, be extended to the 5th of July. 

~ 

I have the honour, &c., 

C .. G. BLATHWAYT, 
Collector of Kanara. 

No. 513 OF 1888. 

Camp Mahabaleshvar, 14th March 188S. 

The papers are forwarded to the Chief Secretary to Go,:ernment. through 
the Commissioner, S. D. I trust that they may reach Government in good time 
so that sanction may be received for the introduction of the rates before tpe 
rainy season sets in. 

2. The proposals now submitted are for the .survey settlement of the first 
batch of villages m the Siddl1pur Tliluka of the Kllnara Collectorate. The c1assi-

. fication of the soils has been carried out under the immediate supervision of 
Mr. R. T. Wingate, who, as Assistant Settlement Officer, submits the usual set­
tlement report. The exceptional advantages enjoyed by a classing officer of 
gaining an insight into the condition of even the most isolated villages render 
Mr. Wingate's remarks interesting and reliable. The proposals are also backed 
by the local experience of the Superinten4ent Mr. W. M. Fletcher. My recent. 
prolonged absence on special duty has prevented my taking any active part. in 
the preparation of these proposals, but they have been drawn up in full accord-. 
ance WIth the principles which I have always uphel!I and which 'have been 
fully accepted by Government since the Kllnara Survey first came under my 
control. 

3. Although in dealing with Siddapur Ta.luka we enter on a subdivision 
of the Kl1nara District hitherto untouched by the Settlement Department, we' 
do not enter upon a tract of a strange or unfamiliar character or one in which 
the former revenue systems present any novel feature. The revenue survey 

·and settlement have been introduced into .the taluklisimmediately bordering 
Siddd.pur on the north and west, and no difficulties, which have not been aJreat;ly 
met and overcome, have presented themselves in the connie of the operations. 
The settlement of the group of villages now under consideration may -be looked 
upon as a continuation of the settlement of the Sirsi Ta.Juka to the north to 
which the finishing .touches are now being ~!lFalied. A reference to the series of 
repo.rta whicli have been issued on that tal will ~how that, the methods of 

B 1380-3 ~t 



10 

settlement now adopted have undergone no change and there is reason in Sid. 
dapur to expect the same measure of success which has attended the Bettlements 
hitherto introduced into Sirsi • 

. . ~. ~~. Wingate ?~ explai~ed the physical featu~es of the taJuka by 
dIVIdmg It mto three dIstmct portIOns for comment. WIth the characteristics 
of each portion as explained by him·our Surveyors and Settlement Officerll are 
already familiar by experience in the three .northern talukl1s where tracts of 
exactly similar descriptions have been met with and settlements introduced. 

5. The ~es now under consideration contain an area of 38 square miles 
the population numbering 182 to the square mile. There is on an average on~ 
pair of working cattle to every four acres-a proportion which would be generally 
acknowledged to be sufficient even if the whole area were rice land. Although 
rice cultivation predominates, 38 per cent. of the arable area is classed as dry_ 
erop and 16 per cent. as garden. The predominance of rice land and the large 
extent of garden must be borne in mind when the proportion of arable land to 
each head of population is shown to be 36 gunthas only. The average of popu­
lation of this tract is rendered greater by the fact that it contains most of the 
large villages in the Mluka: 

6. - As in the case of the Sirsi TaJuka the dry-crop lands are but little 
cultivated except occasionally with rligi (Elensine corocana) .. These lands are 
kept under grass as "kumki" or auxiliary lands to the rice and garden areas. 
The rice land is described by Mr. Wingate as generally of poor quality, but good 
Boils are occasionally met with. Inferior sugarcane is largely produced on 
such lands, but, as a rule, second crops are seldom raised owing to scarcity of 
labour and poverty of the soil. The gardens are of the kind which is met with 
in Sirsi, and although Mr. Wingate considers them as not quite in such a high 
state of cultivation, they produce the valuable spices of Kanara, such as carda­
moms, supari, pepper, as'well as fruit. 

7. The Mluka in general and these villages in particular are well off for 
communications with neighbouring markets and with the seaboard. The vil­
lages contain 181 carts-a fairly large number for a group of 21 ~illages in 
Kanara. The facilities for export of produce to remunerative markets by roads 
are very fair though the villages are further from the railway and the large 

- markets to which the ,produce is ultimately exported than the villages of the 
Sirsi'Taluka with which'we have lately had to deal. 

8. The. revenue history of these villa~es, as ascertainable from the Mam-
.' latdar's records, is incomplete, but enough IS shown by the statement given in 

paraO'raph 8 to prove that the revenue demand has hitherto been subject to 
very °few fluctuations and that the collections have been made .with great evenness 
and regularity. This is scarcely to be wondered at considering that the system 
in force encouraged stealthy encroachment and that there were few estate­
holders who had not brought under cultivation more lands than they were 
actually paying revenue for. 

9.. In fixing the ~itch of the max;imum rates for. each descripti~n o~ land 
Mr. Wmgate has exerCised great cautIOn and, as pomted out by him In the 
concluding part 'of paragraph 1.2, there 'ar~ special reasons. why the Settlement 
Officer in Kanara should exerCise moderatIOn. The breakmg up of the system 
of assessment 01\ .the " warg" or estate which results f!"om. the introd?ctioll of 
a field survey into Kanara, is followed by a temptatIOn to the cultIvator to 
throw up those of his lands which from want of labour or other considerations 
he finds it difficult to cultivate at ap,rofit and in such case it is difficult to tempt 
fresh tenants to take up the abandoned land. I have seen good lands in the 
Supa Taluka thrown up in this way and lying untenanted, because the diffi­
culties of renewing cultivation in a feverish and incongenial climate are too 
great to be overcome at once, even with the low rates imposed by the survey. 
Steady and continuous cultivation in Kanara can· only be guaranteed at this 
jUllcture by 8. judicio1lB moderation such as the early settlement officers exercised 
in similarly undeveloped tracts and the success of which has been so rapidly 
d.e.monstra~d. The maximum rates for the villages round Siddl!.pur should 
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certainly be slightly lower than those of Sirsi which is altogether a. more central 
'and better situated tract, but had I had the usual opportunity of discussing these 
rates beforehand with the local officers, I should have rooommended that the 
start should be made at Rs. 4-12-0 for rice, so as to admit of a wider range for 

, downward graduation of the rate in the less favourably situated village's. How­
ever the actual difference in the realizable demand would not have been very 
appreciable and looking to the strong reasons for leniency quoted by Mr. Wingate 
and the ass~nt to the proposed rates recorded by the Superintendent and the 
Collector, I am not disposed to press the point. The proposed dry-crop and 
garden rating has my full concurrence. 

10. The rates when workoo. out on the several maxima from the classifi­
eation data result in an average of 7t annas for dry-crop and Re. 2-13-3 for rice, 
the latter showing that the general poverty of the soil has been fully recognized 
and allowed for. The average rate, for occupied' gardens will be Rs. 12.10-6, 
from which it is clear that these gardens enjoy very high soil and water advan­
tages. This average rate is about the same as that of the garden lands of the 
last group of villages of the Sirsi Tltluka which are. reported on in my No. 512 
of to-day's date. '. 

. 11. A comparison of the rates which will result from these proposals with 
the existing, rates can only be fully made in the case of 15 villages. The result 
is a moderate increase of revenUe of 32'6 per cent., In the remaining 6 villages 
fOr which complete data are not forthcoming, Mr. Wingate has reason to believe 
that comparison would give a similar result. The increase in single villages 
is not so great as has usually been found to be the case in recent Kanara set-

. tlements, nevertheless-there must be large increments in individual holdings, 
so that the concessions granted. by Government Resolution No. 5573 of the 
21st October 1874, and recommended by the Collector to be granted in the case 
of these villages, will be welcome to the cultiva.tors. The table given in Mr. 
Wingate's paragra~h 13 ,,:i~ s~ow Government that the varyjng increases are 
notcaused by any mequalltles m the proposed demand, but by the utter absence 
of all symmetry in the rates which have existed hitherto. 

12. I recommend the scheme of settlement as /I. whole for adoption by 
Government and trust that if sanction be accorded and the rates introduced 
before the 'rains the date for relinquishment of lands under Section 74 of the 
Land Revenue Code be extended to the 5th July 1888 . 

Submitted to Government. 

. ' 
T. H. STEWART, 

.Survey and Settlement Commissioner. 

No. 863 OF 1888. 
REVENUE DEPA.RTMENT. 

Porma, 27th March 1888. 

" 2.. !he applicability of the proposed ~at~ h~ been. fully proved. The 
Com~lssloner, t:l. D., has, therefore, no hesltation m submltting them for the 
sanction of Government~ . 

jSigned) W. H. PROPERT, 
;~ 

COlD:missioner, S. D. 
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Reven~e Survey and .A8sessment: Introduct{on of surve!/ settlement into twenf!l-
. one villagea of the Siddapu.,. Taluka of the Krinara Diatrict. 

No. 2606. 
REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

Bombay Castle, 28th April 18Se. 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, S. D., No. 863, dated 27th March ISSs-..:..Submitting 
the papers noted in the 

Letter from the Assistant Settlement OlB .... in eharge of KAn..... 1Dar~in containin~ pro-
Surveys, No. 15, dated 14th January 1888., f 

Letter from the Superintendent. Poona and Nuit: and Southern poso. 8 or the intr uction 
Hariltha Country Revenue Burve,.. No. 249. dated 19th February 1888. of the survey settlement 

Letter from the Collector of KAn .... No. tn4, dated .29th February into twenty-one villages 
1888. • 

Memorandum from the SUl'Ve)' oadSettlement Commieeloller Yo. Gil of the Siddlipur Tallika 
dated 14th March 1888.· " of the Klinara District. 

. RESOLUTIOI!I.-In submitting proposals for the introduction of the snrvey 
settlement into twenty-one viIIages of the Siddapur Tal uk-l. of the Ka.nara 
District, Mr. Wingate prefaces his remarks with a brief description oftbe 
physical characteristics of the country. The tlUuka lies immediately to the 
south of that of Si~si, the settlement of which has just been. brought to com­
pletion: to the west and south it js bounded by the foreign tel'ritOl'y oC 
Mysore. It varies considerably in its features, being iii the west hilly and well­
wooded, whilst its eastern portions, in which the villages now under review al'e 
almost entirely situated, are open and con!ain but s~unted' forest growth, the 
consequence of a generalIy light and sRndy soil. 'The average annual rainfall 
as registered at the head-quarters of the taluka ill 106i inches, the western 

,villages however receiving a far larger share of moisttlre than those in the 
centre, wbich again are more plentifully supplied with rain tban those lying to 
the east. In all however if iJi ample and regular. 

• 2. The ·cultivable area··Ij'If..tbese tweilty-orie·vjll~!t't's amo'unts to ahout 
25 per cent. of their total extent, which is 38 square miles. Statistics sl"" .. 
that for every 4 acres of land (exclusive of garden land) there is a pai .. of 
bullocks, a provision ample for the needs of cultivation. They contllin 181 
carts, showing the advan~age the cultivators here have ill this respect over their 
neighbours in Sirsi. The main road to tbe coast via the Malimani Ghat traverseS. 
this group of villages irom north to south, and all of them are withlu reach of 
it, or of one of its feeders •. The people are said to be gen.-rally ill a. prosperous 
condition, and to hold more land than theY'Mllcilltivate. 

8. The revenue collections during the last twenty years have been uniform, 
and have averaged Rs. 16,736 per annum. It is impossible tet give tbe area for 
which they were made owing to the uncertainty of the returns. which in setme 
villages have got involved with those .of.othel's not yet surveyed. In only tbree 
years has it been found neceSSR.ry to grant any relllissi~ns, and these of the most 
trifling amount; and assessments have always bet'n paid regulal·Jy and witbout 
demur. It is now proposed to divide these villages into two groups, containing 
eight and thirteen villages, and to impose maximum rates for rice·land of 
Rs.4-8·0 and Rs. 4, and for dry-crops of 14 and 12 anllas respectively: the 
maximum rate for garden land to be uniformly Rs. 14. Tire assessment under 
the new rates will amount to Hs. 21,028. To make a complete comparison of 
the incidence of the present and proposed rates is impossible for the reasonS 
given above in speaking of tbe areas, but for fifteen villages rel,iable figures hare 
been worked out, which are as follows:-

No. for Estimate of 
No. of 

whieh p .. ta_ collections ·Percentese of Cl .... ret1Kll1I 
Villagea. areavail- collectiona. under new In ....... 

able. ...... 
Rs. R •. . 

I. 8 8 6,757 8,431 24'S 
II. ' 13 7 4,408 6,371 44'5 - - ~--:-- - --

21 15 11,165 14,802 32'6 

.' 
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llr. Wingate however assur~s Government thlll the' perceuta~e of increase in 
the remaining six villages will be_ about the same figure, ana as far as can be 
~udged from the data in the Appendix to his repol't this js so. Tlu; total annual 
JDcrease of revenue to Government on the lands now under cultivation will be 
a1l9ut Rs. 4,287, though it is more than probable that a cerlain area will be at 
once, or 800n, relinquished, and a corresponding:reduction of revenue take place. 

4. Tbe mniwum rates thns proposed are pitched, slightly lower tban in 
the neiO'hbouring groups of the Sirsi Taluka, the reason given being tbe /!:reater 
distanc~ at which tb(>se villages lie from the line of Tail to Hubli and Bellary. 
both markets to wbich much of the prodnce of this district is sent, Mr. Stewart 
remarks that had he at the time when these rates were fixed been on duty he 

_ might ha ve recommended a lital't in the case of rice-lands from a slightly higher 
maximum of Rs. 5. Under the circumstances howe"ver be accepts the pro. 
posals made, which are no doubt in all cases moderate, as compared with the rates' 
quoted as ruling in the neighbouring territory of Mysore. As however modera· 
tioo in the introduction of a settlement into undeveloped tracts like this can 
never be too carefully adhered to, Dnd is certain to bring its own'reward to, tlie 
revpnues through confidence and stimulus given to the cultivating classes, 
and a~ the enhancements in this case seem sufficiently large, the rates proposed 
meet with the sanctioll of His Excellency in Council. The incidence of the 
enhancements falls pretty equally upon the different villages, in no instauce 
exceeding 70 per cent., so that cnses of high individual enhancements are not 
likely to be of such common occurrence as in many of the Kanara settleillents': 
auy that may occur will no doubt be adequately 1Uet by the provisions contained 
in Government Resolution No. 5573 of tbe 21st of October 1814, which are 
applicable to all origin~1 surveys io .this district. 

5. The proposed rates sh.oul4 be in~rodllced during the current year, and· 
levied for the first time ill ,that _ensuing: a gllBl'lIntee of their continuance for 
thirty years being lis iJslllll given, and th!! ,ith of next _ July being fixed as the 
date up to wbich noticps of relinqnishment o~ land are to be received. 

To 

E. l:.A.WRENCE, 
Acting Under Secretary to Government .. 

The Commissi~er, S. D., . 
The Collector of Kanara, 
The Survey and Settlemeui.1'onimj.ssiOn~r •. ,~ 
The Accountant General; , 
The Director of Land Records and Agriculture, 
The Public Works Department of the Secretariat. 
The Government of India, ,- J 
The Secretary of State for India. . By letter. 

ERRATUM. 

No. 3173 OP 1888. 

Bombay (Jastle, 19th May 1888 •. 

REVBNUB. DEPARTMENT. 

. In lin!! 7, paragraph" of Government R~solution N"o. 2606 dated 28th 
Apr~ 18SS,jor the words" higher maXilIlllm of Re. 5" read the w'ords '~higher 
max unum of Rs. 4-12-0." - '. 

To 

, E. LAWRENCE, 
Acting Under Seoretary-t;o Government. 

The Commissioner, S. D., 
The Collector of Kanars, 
The Survey and Settlement Commissioner 
The Accountant General, " ' 
The Director of Land Records and Agneulture 
The Public Works Department of.the Secre~t. 

B 1380-4 


