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INTRODUCTION 

experimenls which have been made with it; and 
·1 am happy in being permitted to lay before my 
readers • letter hom Mr. Stodart, an eminent 
instrument .. maker, to whom I was recommended 
for the purpoee by Dr. Wilkins, which equally 
proves the importanoe of the article, and the 
candour and ingenuity of the writer. The letter 
is as follows: 

• Agreeably to your request, 1 herewith 
transmit to you a few remarb on the woob, or 
Indian steel. I give them as the results of my 
own pracrioe and experience. 

• Wools, in the elate in which it is brought 
hom India, is, in my opinion, not perfectly 
adapted for the purpose of fine cutlery. The 
mass of metal is unequal, and the cause of 
unequality is evidently imperfect fusion; hence 
the necessity of repeating this operation by a 
-.ond and very complete £naioD. 1 have 
mooeedecI in equalizing WOOlZ, and 1 now have it 
in a very pure and perfect state, and in the shape 
of bam like our English cast aleel. If one of 
these is broken by a blow of a hammer it will 
edrlbit a hacture that indicates steel of • superior 
quality and high value, and is excellently adapted 
for the purpose of line cutlery, and particularly 
for .n edge imtrmnenlll used for anrgieal 
purposes. • • • I find the wOOlZ to be extremely 
well hardened when heated to a cherry·red colour 
in • bed of charcoal dust, and quenched in water 
cooled down to abont the freezing point. 
. . • It is worthy of notice, that an inatrumenl of 
woota will require to be tempeted &om 40 to 50 
degrees above that of caot steel For example, 
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if a knife of cast steel is tempered when the 
~cury in the thermometer has riseD to 45°, ODe 

of the woolz will require it to be 49° , the latter 
will then prove to be the best of the two, 
provided always that both have heeD b:eated by 
the workman with equal judgment and care. 

• Upon the whole, the wootz of India promises 
to be of importance to the manufacturers of this 
country. It is admitted, by the almoot universal 
"""""nt of intelligent workmen, that our English 
steel is worse in quality than it waa some thirty 
or forty years ago. This is certaiDly not wbat· 
one would expect in the present improved _ 
of chemical acience: but so it actually is. The 
trouble and expense of submitting woolz to a 
--.i fusion will, I fear, militate against its 
more general introduction. If the !!lee! makers 
of India were made acquainted with a more 
perfect method of fusing the metal and taught to 
form it into hars by the tilt ha_ it might 
then be delivered here at a price not exceeding 
that of cast !!teel . • • • I am of opinion it 
would prove a source of considerable revenue to 
the country. I have at this time a liberal aupply 
of wool%, and I intend to use it for many 
purposes.. If a better steel is oifered me, I will 
gladly attend to it; but the .teel oj. India is 
deci<k.lly the besI I luaie 'Yd """ wiIl>:" 

In his essays OD Irulian Economics, 
Mr. justice Ranade wrote : 

U The iron industry not only SIIpplied all 
local wantz, hUt it also enabled IBdis to export 
its finished producta to fomgn COUBtries.. The 
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quality of the material turned oul had a1so a 
world-wide fame. The famous iron pillar near 
Delhi. which ill at least fifteen hundred years old, 
indi_ an amount of .kill in the manufacture 
of wrought iron, which has been the JIlAl'Yel of 
all who have endeavoured 10 account for it. 
Mr_ Ball (late of the Geological Survay of India) 
admilB that it is not many years .ince the 
production of such a pillar would have been an 
impOllibility in the largest factories in the world, 
and, even noW', there are comparatively very few 
factories where such a maoo of metal could he 
turned out. Cannons were manufactured in 
Aoaom of the Jar,;est calibre. Inctian _ or 
steel furnished. the materials out of which 
DamaactIII blades with a world-wide repntation 
were made; and it paid Persian merchanlB in 
those old times 10 tra",l all the "!"ay 10 India 10 
obtain theoe materials and export them 10 Asia.. 
The Inctian steel found once coDlliderable demand 
for cutlery even in England. The manufacture 
of steel and wrought iron had reached a high 
perfection at least two thousand years ago." 
(Fint edition, pp. 159-160)_ 

As to die cotton industry of India, abe 
used to clothe the men and women of the 
Christian countries of the West. 

It is a historical fact that when Queen 
Mary came to England with her husband 
after the English Revolution of 1688, abe 
brought .. a passion for colored East Indian 
calicoes, which speedily spread through aD 
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classes of the community."· But this did 
not suit !he English philanthropists of those 
days. They proclaimed a boycott of Indian 
goods. To quote Leeky : 

U At the end of the seventeenth century great 
quantities of cheap and graceful Indian calicoes, 
m1l!!1ins, and chintzes were imported mto England, 
and they follDd such favour that the woolen and 
silk manufacturers were serioWily alarmed. AcIS 
of Parliament were accordingly paaaed in 1700 
and m 1721, absolutely prohibiting, with a very 
few specified exceptiODB, the employment of 
printed or dyed calicoes in England, either in 
dress or in furniture, and the W!e of any printed 
or dyed goods of which cotton formed any part .... 

In Christian England, it was 
«penal for any woman to wear a dress made of 
Indian calico. In 1766 a lady w.... fined £200 
at the Guild Hall because it was proved that her 
handkerchief was of French cambric. "t 

But England did not then possess 
political sway over the destiny of India. 
When she came to possess that power, she 
not only boycotted Indian goods but strangled 
Indian industries by means which no one 

• Leclcy', HiJIory 01 E"Bl<md in .Ae EiBhkmtA C"'':'l;,l;L n. Po 158. 
Ei&hkmtA • '. Hisroty of EnPd in fie 

C'~oL VII, PPo 25&66. .' f '. HiJIory of EnsIand '" IAe Ei&hkmtA C.......,.. oL Vn. Po 320. 
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can pronounce to be fair and just. Wrote 
an English 'Historian : 

.. The history of the trade of colton cloth 
with Iudia affords a singular exemplification of 
the inapplicability to all tim ... and cireumstan<:es 
of that priDciple of m.e trade which advocaIes 
the nnresIricted. admission of a cheap article. in 
pla<e of p~ng by beavy duties a dearer one 
of home mamnadure. It is also a melancholy 
iMtance of the wroog done to India by the 
C01lDtrf OR which abe had become dependenL It 
.. as ot.ated in eridence. that the cotton and silk 
goods of Iudia np to this period [1813 J could 
be BOLl {"" a profit in the British market. at • 
price n- Iifty to sixty per renL lower than 
those fabricated in. England. It co"""'lueDtly 
became nee "'ary to p_ the latter by duties 
of ae;wt, ..... e;pty pm- ceut.. on their nlae or 
by positive prohibition. Had this not been the 
caae, had _ melt prohibitDry duties and d..,..,... 
existed., the IIIilJs of Paisley and of M_ h nter 
would have been stopped in their outset. and 
could acarceIy have been again set in motiotl even 
by the p_ of ateam. They wme created by 
the II&CI'ifice of the Indian manufactureo. Had 
India ..... independeat abe would haYe retaliated : 
would ha.... impoaed preYelllive duties upotl 
British goods and would thus have preserved her 
own prododiYe industry from annibilalioa. This 
ad: of oelf.<lefeuce _ not permitted her; abe 
_ at die ......". of the atnmger. Britisla goods 
were fon:ed Dpotl her withoot paying any duty : 
and the foreign manufacturer employed the arm 
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of politicaUnjustice to keep down and ultimately 
strangle a competitor with whom he could not 
have contended on equal terms." The Hi8wry of 
Brim,. ItuliG, by Horace Hayman WIlson, Vol. I, 
p. 385. 

Another English officer wrote : 
"Every one kno_ how jealously trade 

secrets are guarded. If yon went over Mess ..... 
Daulton'. Pottery Works, you _old be poIitelJ 
overlooked. Yet under the force of compulsi_ 
the Indian workman bad to divulge the IIlIIDIJer 

of hill bleaching and other trade secrets to 
Manehester. A costly work· was prepared by 
th~ ~ House Department to enable Mmchester 
to take 20 millions a year from the poor of 
India: copies were gratuitously preseated to 
Chambe .. of Commerce, and the Indian ryot had 
w pay for them. This may be political _Mmy, 
but it is marvelloualy like something else." Major 
J. B. Keith in the PioMer, September 7, 1891. 

How did England build up her in­
dustries? 

India was considered to be fabulously 
rich and there! ore she was called "Golden 
India." She was also rich in industries and 
manufactures. The object of the maritime 
European nations in the fifteenth ami m­
teenth centuries in trying to diacovet the 

• See the .rticle «Specimen. of Indian TeStiIeo, 
.m- .... !her?" in Tile M..w.. R ...... for 0-. ..... 
1!108, priuted .. .D .p~ 
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~·route to India was to bring ,into their 
countries the natural products and other 
articles ,which India then manufaetured. 
India always attracted the gold and silver 
of the world by the sale of her products. 
both natural and' artificial. 

Dr. Robertson writes on his HistorictJ 
Disqui&ililm Concerning Intlia (London, 
1817). p. 180: 

DIn .11 ages, gold BDd silver, particularly 
the latter, have been the commodities exported 
wilh the greatest profit to India. In no part of 
the earth do the natives depend 80 little upon 
foreign countri.... either for the nee, ,aries or 
luxuries of life.. The blessings of a favourable 
climate BDd • fertile soil, augmented by their own 
ingenuity, atIord them wbatever they desire.. In 
consequence of this, trade wilh them has always 
been carried on in one uniform JIl8DI1er, BDd the 
precious metals bave been given in exchange for 
their peculiar productioDS, whether of naiur8 or 
art." if Hislorictll Di4quisiIW,. Co~ India, 
NeW'Edition (London, 1817), p. 180. 

Again : 
.. In aU ages, the trade wilh India bas been 

the same; gold BDd silver bave uniformly been 
carried !hither in order to purcbaae the same 
commodities wilh which it DOW BDpplieo aU 
nations; BDd from the age of Pliny to Ihe p_ 
times, it baa been always eonsidered BDd execrated 
aa a gulf which _allows up the wealth of avery 
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other coUDlry, thai flows ince .. antly towards it, 
and from which il never returns." Ibid., p. 203. 

But when England came . to possess 
political supremacy over India, she went on 
draining the resouroes of India to England. 
which the poet Thomas ~Campbell referred 
to in the following lines ! 

v U Rich in the gems of India'. gaudy SODe 
And plunders piled from kingd..- not their 

own." 

It was this .. Indian plunder" which 
enriched England and enabled her to build 
up her industries. This ia borne out by 
what Brooks Adams wrote in his wolk 
entitled .. The Law of Civilisation and 
Decay." 

.. The inBux of the Indian treasure, by adding 
considerably to the nation'. cash capital not only 
increaoed ito alock of energy but added much to 
its flexibility and the rapidity of ito movement. 
Very 800n after Plasaey, the Bengal plunder began 
to arrive in Londo... and the efiect appears to 
have heeD instantaneous; for all the authoritieo 
agree that the .. iudustrial revolutio..... the event 
which haa divided the nineteenth century from all 
anteeedent time, began with the year 1760. Prior 
to 1760, according to Bainea, the machinery used 
for "Pinning cotton in Lancaehire waa almoal as 
aimple aa in India : while about 1750 the English 
iron indoatry waa in full decline, because of the 
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destruction of the fores... for fuel. At that time 
four·fiftbs of the irOll used in the kingdom came 
from Sweden. 

"PI8S8e}' Willi fought in 1757 and probably 
nothing has _ equalled the rapidity of the 
change which followed. In 1760 the 8ying ahuttle 
appeared, and coal began to replace wood in 
smelling. 10 17M Hargreaves invented the spinn­
ing.jenny, in 1776 Crompton contrived the mule, 
in 1785 Cartwright patented the power-loa.,." and, 
chief of all, in 1768 Watt matured the steam 
engine, the mOllt perfect of all vents of centra· 
lizing energy. But, though these machines served 
as outleIB for the accelerating movement of the 
time, they did not cause that acceleration. In 
themselves inventions are paoaive. many of the 
most important having lain dormant for centuries, . 
wailing for a ... Bicient store of force to· have 
accumulated to set them 'Working. That store 
must always take the ahape of money, and money 
not hoarded, but in motion. Before the inftux of 
the Indian treasure, and the expansion of credit 
which followed, no force suBicient for hi. purpose 
existed; and had Watt lived fifty years earlier, 
he and hi. invention must have perished together. 
Possibly since the 'WIWid began, no investment 
has ever yielded the profit reaped from the Indian 
plunder, because for nearly fifty years Great 
Britain stood without a competitor. From 1694 
to PI8S8e}' (1757) the growth had been relatWely 
MOW. Between 1760 and 1815 the growth was 
very rapid and prodigioua. Credit i. the ch_ 
vehicle of energy in centralised societies, and no 
sooner bad treasure enough accumulated in 
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London to offer a foundation,than it shot up wi!h 
marvellous rapidity. The arrival of the Bengal 
silver and gol" enabled the, Bank of England, 
• which had been unable to issue • smaIle.­
note !han for £20, to easily issue .£10 and 
£15 notes and private firms to poor forllt • Rood 
of paper.' "-TM Law 0/ Civilistuion lIIUl De""!'. 
pp. 263-264., quoted in Digby's Prosperous British 
In.diD, pp. 31·33. 

From the time England acquired politi. 
cal power in India, she destroyed Indian 
trade and industries principally by means 
of: 

1. The forcing of British Free Trade 
on India. 

2. Imposing heavy duties on Indian 
manufactures in England. 

3. The export of Raw Products from 
India. 

5. Exacting . Factory Acts. 
5. The Transit and Customs duties. 
6. Granling special privileges to 

Britishers in India. 

7. Building railways in India. 
8. Compelling Indian artisans to 

divulge their trade secrets. 
9. Holding of Exhibitions. 
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10. Investing so-called British Capital 
in India. 

11. The denial of sel£.govemment to 
India. 



RUIN OF 

INDIAN TRADE AND INDUSTRIES 

CHAPTER 1 

THE FORCING OF BRITISH 
FREE TRADE ON INDIA 

The natives of England are a nation 
of shopkeepers. All the world over, shop­
keepers are reputed to be selfish and greedy. 
They understand their OWIJ interests and do 
not care for the well.being of others. These 
characteristics the English exhibited in: a 
remarkable degree on the occasion of the 
renewal of the East India Company's Charter 
in 1813. Witness after witness swore before 
the Select Committees of both Houses of 
Parliament that there was no need for 
English manufactures in India, and that the 
people of that country did not require any 
English·made goods; yet the avaricious 
Englishmen invented schemes and 'proposed 
measures calculated to put money into their 
own pockets. Of course, they did not say 
openly that Indian industries should be 
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crushed -to make room for English manu­
factures in India, but the steps which they 
proposed to adopt were meant to hring ahout 
that end. 

To increase the sale of English goods 
in India, they advocated free trade. But 

1this free trade was not to be reciprocal. 
English goods -were 10 be forced on India. 
but Indian manufactures were not to be 
allowed- to be imported into England with­
out paying duties and taxes. Had freel 
trade been reciprocal, English industries 
would have ~ crushed by fair competition.i 

But the witnesses examined before the 
Select Committee of the Houses of Lords 
and Commons were not of opinion that free 
trade would lead to an increased demand 
for European articles among Indians. We 
reproduce be10w the evidence of some of 
the witnesses examined before the Select 
Committee of the Lords. Mr. W\men 
Hastings was the first witness examined 
before that Committee • 

.. Are you of opinion that in tile event of • 
free trade between this country and British India, 
the demand for British manufactures would be 
increased in any material degree in that country? 
-I belie..e not. I do Dot know why it should ; 
it may c....... • greater inlluz of British goods 
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iDto that country, but it cannot iucrease the wants 
of the people to possess them." 

Mr. William Cowper appeared also as 
a witness before the Committee. 

.. In Ihe event, Iherefore, of a free trade 
between the· porta of this country and !he porta 
of British India, do you conceive Ihere is much 
prospect of an externIed ...., of British manu­
factures or commodities in !he COWlby? -I 
certainly do not Ihink there is any probability of 
such an extension." 

Sir John Malcolm was also asked the 
same question. 

"From your knowledge of India, can you 
fonn any opinion, if a free trade were opened, 
whether the demand for European manufactmes 
in British India would be likely to be im:reased? 
-Having always seen not only in !he principal 
British oettlemems, but in every town where Ihere 
were British residents, and in every station where 
Ihere waa a military cantomnent, an abundance 
of European artiel... of every dOllCription that 
were exposed for &ale at various prices, from 
artiel... of Ihe best quality and in Ihe highs 
preservation, down to those of inferior quality or 
damaged, and which IIIlIrlret of articles was 
aa:easible to all natives as well as Europeans, I 
.should certainly not conclude that !here would 
be any immediate im:reaae of aale from any 
measure of the kind. beoanae consumption must 
depend upon !he purchasen, not !he ael~ H 
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He was again asked by the Lords' 
Committee : 

.. Do you apprehend that in the event of a 
free trade there will be any extension of d_and 
for British manufactures?-Having stated that aI: 
present there is • • • • an abundance of Europeaa 
articles in every settlement, town, and cantDDIIlIlUt 
in India, I do not conceive there could he any 
immediate increase of the sale of thoae artieles 
from any alteration in the system." 

To Lord Teigmnouth the same question 
was put. 

"Is your Lordship of opinion, in the event 
of a free trade between !his country and India, 
a considerably increased demand for European 
articles among the natives would he likely to take 
place?-I think not. 

"Will your Lordship state what are your 
reasons for thai: opinion? - Tbal: I am not aware 
of any manufactures in !his country that !he 
natives would be likely to purchase in any 
considerable degree : this opinion is formed from 
my knowledge of their modes of living in India. .. 

Mr. Thomas Graham was also examined 
on the subject of free trade to India. 

.. Looking to the general habits of the natives, 
as well sa to !he degree of eqlort that bas for 
many years past existed and DOW exists, do you 
think thai: thus opening !he trade to India would 
increase the consumption of European articlea 
among the nati_ of IndiaP-1 have no idea thlll 
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it would; their habits are so different hom the 
use of any articles of that description that I 
think it almost impossible that it should." 

Sir Thomas Munro being questioned, 
"From your knowledge of the natives of 

Hindustan, are you of opinion, that if a free 
trade were sanctioned by law between this country 
and India, there would be any considerable 
increase among those natives of the demand for 
British commodities or manufactures?-" 
said, 

" 1 do not think there would be any material 
increase of the demand now existing for European 
manufactures and commodities ; I think that some 
.. mall increase would srise from the gradual 
increase of population, but I think none from a 
change in the customs or the taste of the natives 
themselves." 

Mr. John Stracey was also a witntlss. 
He was asked ! 

" Are you of opinion that if a free trade were 
opened between this country and India, there 
would be any materially increased demand among 
the natives of the Bengal provinces for English 
manufactures?-I really should think noL" 

Mr. Graeme Mercer was also asked to 
give bis opinion on the effects of free trade. 

"Are you of opinion that if a free trade 
were opened between this country and India, 
there would be auy materially increased demand 
among the natives of India for English- manu· 
2 
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factures or commodities?-I think no sudden 
increased demand for the manufactures of this 
country would arise from such a free trade ; the 
habilB and manners of the natives are of such 
a nature as may be aaid to be nearly unchaDge­
able; their wanls from other countries are few 
or none; and froni the period in which I have 
resided in India, 1 coold perceive little or no 
alteration with regard to their dem"""" for any 
European commodities." 

Mr. Thomas Sydenham was also a 
witness. and was asked : 

"From your knowledge of the habils and 
wanls of the DatiVes of that country, do you think 
that in the event of a free trade there won1d be 
any materially increased demand, among the 
natives of India, for European manufactures or 
articles?-I do not think that there .. oold be 
any material increase of demand, whether trade 
remained in ils present sitoation or were thrown 
open. 

" Are you of opinion, that in the event of a 
free trade, there woold he any greatly iua", ed 
demand for European commodili ... ?-CertainIy 
not; I do not _ how the demand is to he at 
aU increaaed by the opening of the trade: the 
demands of course take place from the wants of 
the natives there." 

Mr. Charles Buller was asked questions 
alm08l of the same import as the above­
mentioned witness. 

«Are you of opinion, that if a free trade 
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were opened with India, there would be any 
increased demand among the natives of that 
country for European articles and manufactures? 
-Very little, if any, I should suppose so. 

U What are your reasons for that opinion?­
From thlt general poverty of the people and from 
their not having any wish, as I have seen, to have 
our articles, generally speaking." 

It is needless to quote the opinions of 
other witnesses as to the improbability of free 
trade leading to an increased demand runong 
Indians for British manufactures. Y ~ the 
English people were determined to deprive 
the East India Compsny of its monopoly and 
have free-trade with India. 

But they did not act on that precept of 
Christ whom they professed to worship as 

. their Savior-that precept which taught. .. Do 
unto others as you would be done by." 
They did not wish to give India that ad­
vantage which they were trying to possess 
themselves. There was not to be any reci­
procity. No Indian manufactures were to 
be admitted duty-free into England. What 
would have been the fate of English 
industries had Indian manufactures been 
accorded the same' privileges as those . who 
were natives of England 1VCI'C clamouring 
for? WhY. the English· industries would 
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have been all crushed in no time. This is 
quite clear from the evidence of the witnesses 
who appeared before the Parliamentary 
Committees. Take the evidence of Mr. 
William Davies before the Select Committee 
of the House of Lords on the 12th April. 
1813. He was asked : 

«Are you of opinion that if a considerably 
increased capital were applied to the encourage­
ment of the manufactures of India, and they were 
brought to Europe, they would uot probably 
materially injure the manufactorel\ of this 
conntry?-I think that if the exports from India 
of coarse cloths were greatly increased, that they 
might interfere with the manufactures of this 
country. A proof. I had cloths consigned to me 
from Madras which did pay the duty in England, 
and were sold in England, a part of which I havq 
DOW in use in my own house after having ~ 
bought from a trader in Loudon; I am ~ 
of coarse cotton cloths." 

Cotton piece-goods from India were not 
imported into England without duty being 
imposed on them. And this duty was a 
very heavy on~ Mr. Robert Brown. who 
appeared as a witness before the Lords' 
Committee. having been sworn. was examined 
as follows : 

.. Have you had extensive dealingw in cotton 
piece-goods from lodi.? -I have. 
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«Do you know what is the ad tIGlorem duty 
imposed on piece-goods sold at the sales of the 
Company ? -They are divided into three "lasses, 
the first is the articles of muslins, which pay on 
importation 10 per cent., and £'J:1 60. 8d. per 
cenL for home consumption; the second is the 
article of. ealieoes, which pay. £3 6s. &:I. per eenL 
on importation. and £68 60. 8d. per eenL for 
home consumption; the third comes under the 
denomination of prohibited goods. whieh -pay 
merely a duty of £3 6s. &:I. per cenl. on importa­
tion. and are not allowed to be used in this 
country." 

No '~istian native of England' ever 
proposed to remove this ad tJaloTem duty 
on cotton piece-goods imported from India. 
Almost every one of the Christian islanders 
(except the interested merchants constituting 
the East India Company who enjoyed the 
monopoly) was clamouring for free trade 
to India. but no one showed sufficient large­
heartedness or magnanimity to advocate the! 
importation of Indian goods into Englandl 
on the principle of free trade. Had this 
been done, English manufactures would 
have been ruined. Mr. Robert Brown was 
examined on this subject before the Lords' 
Committee. 

" From your general experience. can you state 
whether the cotton goods manufactured in this 
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country have attained to the perfection of the 
India fahrics? -In many eases I conceive that 
they very much surp.... them. 

«Do you mean that the fine piece-goods of 
India are surpassed by·the British piece-goods? 
-No, I do nol; certainly I mean the common 
and the middling qualities. 

« Are there any species of Indian piece-goods 
with which, in your apprehension, British coltons 
of apparently the same quality could nol sustain 
a competition? -Is it meant by that to ask me 
in point of price, or in point of quality? 

" Are there any species of Indian piece-goods 
with which, in your apprehension, British cottons 
of apparently the same qualitJ'could not sustain 
a competition ? -They have certainly been very 
8uccessfully imitated; and, as I alated before, the 
British goods have in 80me cases surpassed the 
others. 

"Supposing that Indian piece-goods were 
to attain a considerable degree of home consump­
tion, would. the finer sorts of 'them prevail over 
any Jhitish fabrics of the same kind thllt could 
be brought to contend with them in the market?­
If you mean the finer description of piece-goods 
to be imported without the payment of duty, they 
would certainly interfere very much with British 
goods; hut it would be with the coarser goods, 
if the duty was evaded, . with which the inter­
ference would be by far the greatest in my opinion, 
in consequence of the low price at which those 
common piece-goods are sold at the Company'. 
sales; lind the greater price of the same descrip­
tion of goods of British manufacture. At present 
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the duty is so heavy, amounting to £68 6&. 8d. 
per cent. for home consumption., that very few, 
if any, sold for the home market. 

.. Supposing that India piece-goods in any 
great quantity were fraudulently introduced into 
the home consumption do you conceive that they 
might interfere with the cotton fabrics of this 
country, in spite of the expense with which the 
fraudulent introduction of commodities mast _ 
sanly be attended?-I think they would interfere 
very greatly and that the .. 'Wing in the point of 
duty would amply compensate for the expense of 
smuggling them. 

.. Can you state the diHerence between the 
price which British white calicoes from the 
manufacturers fetch per yard, and that at which 
Indian white calicoes of nearly the same dimen· 
sions and quality sold at the March sales of the 
Company? -From a calculation I have recently 
made, I find that the difference is from 30 to 60 
per cent., that is to say, that goods at the last 
March sale sold by the East India Company at 
from 3Q to 60 per cent. leas than the same 
qualities, width, and descriptions could be bought 
from the manufacturers." 

While they were demanding free trade 
to India, they were having a very strict 
protection against the importation of Indian 
goods in England. Mr. Cloucester Wilson 
was examined before the iords' Committee : 

.. Do you think that, in the event of the 
import trade from India being extended to the 
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out pOrts of this kingdom, there would be danger 
to the manufactures of this country. by the intro­
duction of illicit and prohibited articles that 
might supplant those manufactures? -I am not 
competent to form a further opinion upon that, 
but that there might be an increased opportunity 
of amuggling and of course of bringing in 
prohibited articles, or articles that might interfere 
with the manufactures." 

They were afraid of applying the 
principle of free trade to the import of 
Indian goods into England, because ther~ 
would be smuggling and thus ruining o~ 
the English manufacturers. Mr. John Vivian 
was sworn and examined by the Lords' 
Committee as follows : 

«Do you think that if there W88 from India 
a free open trade to the port of London, that 
that, would greatly increase the smuggling to this 
island?-.I.should think it might: my reason for 
so thinking is, that a great Company is not 80 

lit an instrument for amuggling 88 an individual, 
or any association of a few individuals, inasmuch 
88 the Company has not the same motive that an 
individual h88 • • . ." 

We have thus far seen that from the 
Indian economic point of view no case could 
be made out for British free trade in India. 
India did not stand in need of British goods. 
Dr. Johnson, referring to a certain class of 
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his countrymen. spoke of patrioti$m as the 
last refuge of scoundrels. Similarly, phil • 

. anthropy is the last resource of British 
exploiters. Economic considerations failing, 
they pressed philanthropy into their serviee 
to prove the need of British free trade in 
India. The Select Committee of the House 
of Commons assumed that free-trade was a 
philanthropic measure calculated to raise the 
natives of India in the seale of nations and 
to civilize them! So Sir Thomas Munro was 
sworn and examined by the Commons' 
Committee from this point of view, 

"Have you ev~r contemplated the effects of 
commerce in the western world, the share it has 
had in overaetting or softening the despotisms and 
changing the established manDel"S of Europe, and 
in improving and enlightening the state of 
European society generally? -1 bave' selin and 
.. bserved that the effect of commerce has" been 
thai of very greatly tendiog to the enlightening 
of most of the nations of Europe. 

"If the same ca...... were to be allowed t6 
have free operation in India, and to receive a 
just and prudent support from Government instead 
of opposition, whal in your opinion would be the 
gradual elect on the manners and prejudices of 
the Indians? -If Ibe manners and customs of the 
Indians are 10 be changed, I think it likely that 
they will be changed by commerce ; but commerce 
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- does not ."... to have produced much effect upen 
them." 

We may imagine what questions an 
advocate of India would have asked in cross­
examining the witness. He would have 
asked whether the civilizing effects of com­
merce ill Europe were due to the exploitation 
of Europe hy foreigners, whether on the 
contrary the Europeans were not both manu­
facturers and seUers as well as purchasers, 
and whether it was proposed to make the 
Indians also manufacturers and sellers as 
well as purchasers. But no measure was 
proposed to infuse the spirit of commercial 
enterprise in the natives of India. On the 
contrary, free trade was meant to crush the 
commercial pursuits of Indians. Sir Thomas 
Munto was further examined by the Com­
mittee:· 

u-Are not the natoral habits and dispositions 
of the people of India such as would lead them 
to engage with great zeal and ardour as well in 
commercial a. in other pursuits, were the means 
of gain or advantage open to them ? -The people 
of India are as much a nation of shopkeepers as 
we are ourselves, they never lose aight of the 
shop, they carry it into all their """""ms. 
religious and civil; all their holy places and 
resorts for pilgrims are so many fairs for sale of 
good. of every kind; religion and trade are in 
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India sister arts, the one is aeldom foupd in any 
large assembly without the society of the other : 
It is this trading disposition of natives which 
induces me to think it impoosible that any 
European .traders can long remain in the interior 
of India and that they 'must sooner or later all 
be driven to the coast ; what the European trader 
eats and drinks in one month, would make a very' 
decent mercantile profit for the Hindoo for 
twelve; they do not therefore meet upon equal 
terms, it is like two persons purchasing in the 
same market, the one paying a high duty, the 
other paying none; the extra duty paid by the 
European i. all the difference between his own 
mode of living and that of the Hindoo, it is 
impossible therefore that he can long carry on 
the competition upon 8uch an unequal footing ; 
he may for a time with a large capital carry on 
some new manufacture or improve some old one, 
8uch as indigo or sugar; the Hindoo will wait 
till he sees the success which follows the noder­
taking; if it i. likely to be successful and lG 
be permanent, he will engage in il, and the 
El!ropean must quit the field. There can be no 
doubt, I think, that this cause will in time operate 
so as to force all Europeans to the sea-co",,!, 
and I can have little doubt but that hereaftpr, 
when the Hindoos come to correspond directl!, 
with the merchants in England, that many of the 
agents now settled upon the coast will, from the 
same cause, the superior economy and dilige ..... 
of the Hind"", be obliged to leave India." 

Yet in the face of these facts the 
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Christian natives of Eugland were very 
anxious to elevate, out of purely philan­
Ihropic or altruistic motives, the condition of 
the heathens of India, hy forcing their goods 
on them by means uf free trade! 

Those Britisbers never ceased forcing 
their free trade on India. Thus Mr. J. A. 
Wadia. a well-known merchant of Bombay, 
in his written evidence before the Inditm 
industrial Commission of 1916-18, said: 

«We must have complete confidence in the 
Government, .which unfortunately we have nDt, 
and you have only to look aI the past history 
of the English and Indian Govemmenls. We had 
an import duty for revenue purposes. It was 
reduced, I believe in 1877, and aholished in 
1882, by the House of Commons, and the laIe 
Mr. Cladstone, an out-and-out free-trader, said lIS 
follows : 

'There is not a free-trade Government in this 
or in ... y country, which has not freely admitted 
thai the state of the revenue is aD esoIlJIIial 
element in the consideration of the application 
even of the best principles of free.trade. With 
regard to remission for import duties there __ 
to me to be something distinctively repugnant in 
the _y it .... been do .... in the time of India's 
dislftss and difliculty. What an invidious, almosl 
odio.. picture of inequality we exhibit to the 
millions of India! The free trade cIoctrinea 
which we hold so dear that we apply them &gaitS 
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the feeling of the Indian people in their utmost 
rigour and without a grain of mercy, disappear 
in a moment when it is a question of dealing 
with those whose interests and opinions we cannot 
lightly tamper with, viz., the free colonies of 
the Empire.''' (Minutes of Evidence, Vol. IV, 
pp. 135·136). 

But Christian England believing in Free 
Trade never admitted Indian go~ds into that 
island on that principle. We read in The 
Modern Revi£w for February, 1918, p. 218, 
regarding Indian yarn in England: 

"The following i. an mctract from a letter 
which Mr. Shapurji Saklatwala sent to the 
MaTIChester GlJllrdian but which that paper did 
not, for obvious reasons, publish : 

• On 25th March, 1916, the War Trades 
Department prohibited imports of Indian yarns of 

'lower count into this country just when Indian 
yam of lower count. 6 to 20, was beginaing to 
make headway in place of the Continental yarn 
shut out by the War. The professed object was 
saving of freight space. It was pointed out to 
the Board of Trade that the raw cotton required 
to replace this yarn occupied greeter freight 
space, and al80 demanded additional labour in 
this oountry at a time when shortage of labour 
was the predominant cry. The above representa· 
tion was made by the Indian community of 
London as well as hy some Manchester merchants, 
who could take an impartial view of the situation, 
as a distinct eBort under disguise of a War 
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measure to shut out Indian yarn for the protec­
tion of some Lancashire spinners. These British 
petitioners in Minchester would he able to tell 
you that opposition to them came from a power­
ful party in Lancashire, who welcomed such 
protection, and who are still scheming to 
perpetuate it. The Manchester Chamber, the 
Blackburn Chamber, and the Operatives Unions 
did not then recoil at this retrograde measure. 
The Apostles of Free Trade and the upholders 
of even balance between India and England in 
the cotton trade adopted discreet silence, or a 
seerel agitation in favour of maintaining a severe 
restriction on imports of Indian yarn, wbereas' 
Lancashire yarn h.... had a wide open door in 

. India.'" 
"New Indi4, from which the ahove passage 

has heen taken, writes! 
'Manchester quietly welcomed that protective 

legislation against India, and how significant is 
therefore its cry for free trade! Where were the 
free traders hiding in 1916?'" 



CHAPTER II 

TRANSIT AND CUSTOMS DUTIES 

The natives of England were put to 
great straits by Napoleon, who threatened to 
cripple, if not altogether destroy, their, 
industries and commerce by blockading the: 
ports of the Continent of Europe. They· 
were anxious to create a. market for their 
goods in India. With this object in view, 
they did all they could to impose such terms 
on the East India Company on the occasion. 
of the renewal of their Charter in 1813 as 
were calculated to promote their interests. 
They covered their selfish motives under the 
cloak of philanthropy. BuL a couple of 
years after the renewal of the Charter in 
1813, the battle of Waterloo was fought, 
which resulted in the capture and exile of r 
Napoleon. This was of great importance to 
England. The English industries were no 
longer threatened with extinction. The 
blockade being removed from the ports of 
the Continent against English goods and a 
market being created for them in India gave 
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a great impetus to the industries and 
commerce of England. The Marquess of 
Wellesley had waged his wars against the 
native princes of india on the ostensible 
plea of removing centres of intrigue with 
the French. It was presumed that the 
French had been intriguing with the princes 
of India and as a measure of self·defence 
it was considered necessary by Wellesley to 
exterminate the native States. Whether such 
a step waS just or proper, and whether in 
going to war against the Indian princes, the 
Marquess was giving efieet to that clause of 
the Charter Act of 1793 which declared that 
"to pursue schemes of conquest and extenY 
sion of dominion in India are measures 
repugnant to the wish, the honour and policy 
of the English nation," were questions which 
the Marquess. never trouhled 'to take ,into 
consideration. 

But whatever justification might he 
urged in favour of the wars of the Marquess 
Wellesley, there was none for those of the 
Marquess of Hastings. The French were no 
longer supposed to he intriguing with the 
native princes of India. The English 
historians do not tell us, but the terms of 
the renewal of the East India Company's 
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Chal'lec in 1813 do not leave any room to 
doubt, that the wars against, and anne~tion 
of the territories of, the 'native princes were 
prompted by the following .two consideraV' 
tions, viz.,-( 1 ) to extend the .ter,ritories 
under the British supremacy in India .in 
order to find a market for English goods, 
and (2) to bring hffiy Jracts under the juris­
diction . of the Company in order to find 
suitable places for the settlement and 
colonization of the English which was sure to 
follow on their free influx into Indie. 

The renewal of the East India Com­
pany's Charter in 1813 was designed to toU 
the death·knell of the Indian industries and 
top1unge Indians in poverty and misery. 
The merchants of England sent their agents 
'and emissaries to learn the wants of the 
natives of. the country and thus to enable 
them to successfully cater to their needs. 
Babon Kissen Mohun Mullick, in a lecture 
delivered before the British Indian Associa­
tion in lune, 1871, said : 

"Soon after the abolition of the Company's 
monopoly in 1813, agents of certain respectable 
Liverpool Houses set up here with a view to take 
an active part in th.. import and export business 
of this country. . . • I can speak from my 

3 
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personal knowledge that ·Mr. Donald Mcintyre. 
"'hose name must he familiar to you, bll8ily 
employed himself for some years in conecting 
information regarding the cotton fabrics most in 
use and demand among the natives • • • • 
procured samples of all kinds an" species of 
cloths in use among the various cl ....... of natives 
both in Bengal and the Upper Provinces. • • . • 
White jaconets, cambrics, long-eloths (an imita­
tion" of a species of Madras cloth). Dhooteea. 
scarfs, chinl%es, lappets, J span spots, and honey. 
combs were then imported on a large scale which 
would find .. market 88 soon 88 landed, at highly 
remunerative prices. and the imports were mu1ti­
plied as the'coDIIIIIDption increased." 

How the Free-Trade principle on'which 
the Company's Charter was renewed in 1813 
affected the export and import ~de of 
cotton goods in Bengal will he evident from 
the following statement published by Sir 
Charles Trevelyan in 1834 ~ 

S-_ 01 EsptJrf 01 Indilm ""d Impon 01 
E"".,..1110 Co_ piece...,.,.LJ .... __ 

y_ CoI_ gooda Colton good. Colton 

v' 
1819-1814 
1814-1815 
1815-1816 

E%poned. Imponed. Tlri,. 

52,91,458 
84,90,760 

• • 1,31,51,'21 

Imported. 



s_ 01 Espon of ,&</ida """ ,_ 01 
E_ Corum pie«..-lo """ ....... ~'. 

y..... Corum goode CotlOD goode Corum 
Ezponed. Imported. Twi .. 

Imported. 

Si .... Ra. Sicc:a Ra. Sicc:a IlL 
1816-1817 .. 1,65.94,380 8,l7,1iOZ 
1817·1818 l,32,72,854 1l,22,i!72 
18~1819 1,15,27,385 26,58,940 
.l819-11rlO 90,30,796 15,82,353 
llI2O-l82l 85,40,763 25,59,642 
1821·1822 76,Ii4,82O 46,78,650 
1822-1823 8O,Q9,432 65,82,351 
1823-l824 58,10,523 tr1~ 

Ill,.,.. 01 
ImponatioD. 

l8'l4-1~ 60,17,559 $2,96,816 1,23,145 
1825-1826 .. 58,M,638 41,24,159 75,Z76 
1826-1827 39,48,442 43,46,_ 8,82,743 
1827·l828 . 28,76,313 52,52,79iI 19,1l,205 
1828-1829 22,23,163 79,96,38a 35,22,640 
1829-l83O 13,26,423 52,16,226 ]s ... c;.I;.~!l?1 
1830-1831 8,57,280 60,12,729 Sl,12,138 

,,1831.l832 8,49,Btrl 45.6',047 42,85,$17 
l831.lB33 8,22,891 421>4,1111 23,117JiH1 

Sir Charles truly observed : 

"Bengal pi ...... goods have been displaced in 
the foreign market to the _ of about a em ... 
of rupees a year, and in the home market 
(cotton twist included) to the extent of about 
80 lacs, being in all to the extent of about a 
crOIe and eighty lam. Even the Iri8ing quantity 
of piece-goods which is still ""'Ported is for the 
moot part made from English twist." 
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In sympathising with the Bengal weaver, 
'Whose occupation was gone, Sir C. Trevelyan 
remarked : 

"What is to become of aU the people who 
'were employed in working up un.. great lUIIlual 
amount (Ra. 1,80,00,(00). unless we favoartheir 
transfer to other employmenlB by giving freedom 
to :those branches of industry in which India 
TeaUy excels?" 

But the Christian Government of India 
v did not move its little finger to save the 

Btarving millions whose occupation was gone. 
It was not the interest of the English to do 
so. No, they were .glad and congratulated 
themselves thstthe import of English goods 
into India was increasing every year, from 
wrucn they concluded that India was getting 
prosperous! 

But while English goods were over·flood­
ing the markets of India, because they were 
imported on the principle of Free Trade, 
how were the Indian Manufactures faring? 
WhY. they were not imported into England 
without paying duties. What was considered 
good for .the English goose was not con­
sidered so for the Indian gander. The table 
printed in the following pages, shows the 
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heavy duties which were levied on Indian 
manufactures when imported into England. 
It will he observed that the duties on some 
kinds of goods were lowered in latel' yeua, 
after their ,manufacture had been nearly 
crushed. ' 
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Some of the natives of Bengal who were 
manufacturers and dealers in cotton and silk 
piece-goods. the fabrics of Bengal. presented 
a petition, dated Calcutta. 1st September, 
1831, to the Right Honourable the Lords of 
bis Majesty's Privy Council for Trade, ele. 
This petition was "signed by 117 natives of 
high respectability." They wrote : 

.. That of late y...... your petitioners have 
found their business nearly sop~by thel 
introduction of the fabrics of Great Britain into 
Bengal, the importation ofwbich augmenlB every 
year, to the great prejudice of the native manu· 
facturers. • 

.. That the fabriCs of Great Britain are" 
consumed in Bengal without any duties being' 
levied thereon to protect the native fabrics. • 

.. That the fabrics of Bengal are charged with 
the. following duties when they are ned in Great 
Britain : 

"On manufactured cottons. 10 per cent. 
.. On manufaetured ailb, 24 per cent. • 

.. Your petitioners lDost humbly implore your 
Lorclsbips' consideration of these cirenmstances. 
and they feel confident that no disposition exisIB 
in England to shut the door againK the industry 
of any part of the inhabitanls of this great Empire. 

• Theoe dati.. ...... muelo henier before. TIler 
.-. 10 ha"" ..... ~ ..me. tile Iadiaa _100-
....... had ..... nearly cmabod. and .. .- ....... 
~biIiIy 01 tDeir """'IIOtiDc wilh tile EDsIi- -. 



'I:JIE TBANSIT AND CUSTOMS DUTIES 53 

~ They, therefore, pray 10 be admjtted 10 lire 
privilege of British subjects, and humbly entreat 
your Lordships 10 allow the cotton and silk 
fabrics of Bengal 10 be used in Greal Britain 
• free of duty,'.or at lire same rate which may be 
charged on Britislt fabrics ",,1ISlJIDed in Bengal 

~ Your Lordships must be aware of lire 
immense advantages the British· manufacturers 
derive from their skin in CODStructing and DBing 
machinery, which enables !hem to nndersell the 
unscientific mannfactorers of Bengal in their 0_ 
country; and although your petitioners are DOt 
sanguine in eq>eeting 10 derive any great 
advantage from having their prayer granted, their 
minds would feel gratified by such a msnifesta­
.lion of your Lordships' SoodwiU Iowards !hem ; 
and such an instance of justioe to lire natives of 
india, would not fail to endear lire British Govern­
ment 10 them. 

"They, lherefore, eonlideotly trwst, that your 
Lordship.' righteous c:onsideration will be mended 

• 10 their British subjects, without aeeption of -. 
country or color." 

This petition, signed by'l11 respectable 
natives, was unsuccessful. It was 1llll!Ucces&­

fuI, because, if the prayer of the petitioners' 
had been granted, it would not have promoted 
the • interest and happiness' of the natives 
of India, for in the Charter Act of 1813 it 
was laid down that it was the duty of 
England to promote the happiness of the 
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people of India! According to Sir Lepel 
Griffin and many other Englishmen of his 
way of thinking, England stands in the 
relation of Providence to the inhabitants of 
India. So England knows what is good for 
India and what is calculated to promote the 
interest and happiness of the natives of 
India! 

When the above-mentioned petition was 
unsuccessful, the London merchants connected 
with the Elm India Trade, to show their 
philanthropy, addressed a letter to the 
Court oC' Directors of the . East India 
Company, dated 13th October, 1832, in 
which they wrote : 

.. We beg leave to lay before yOUI' Hononrable 
Couot a case which appears to us to be one of 
considerable hardship to the Indian manufacturers. 
and to the Indian export merchllDls, in order that 
your Honourable Court may examine into the 
same, and g(1I!lt the relief we solicit on their 
behalf and our own, as connected with the Indian 
Trade. 

,. a. Piece-good. manufactnred in Bengal, 
pay upon their entrance into Calcntta an inland 
duty of 21 per cent., and no drawback thereof 
is allowed upon exportation to the United 
Kingdom or elsewhere ; whilst upon indigo, cotton, 
hemp and tobacco, the whole inland duties are 
drawn back on exportation to the United Kingdom. 
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" 3. It may be presumed that t)ris distinction 
..... adopted at a time when the latter articles 
were considered the staple productions of India., 
aDd it was deemed expedient to the growers, aDd 
when the justice and policy of protecting the 
native fabrics was Dot so apparent; lew, i/ <my. 
British _jGClllres being rben. impoTletl inIo 
India. 

.. 4. But now, when the British goods are 
imported largely into that country. on paying a 
duty of 21 per cenL only. and whilst the Indian 
manufactures are subjected to a duty of 20 per 
cenL on silk aDd 10 per cenL on cotton goods. 
npon their importation into the United Kingdom, 
it does appear to us, not only reasonable aDd 
fair. hut a measure of wise policy towards the 
natives of India., to reduce, as much as may be 
practicable, 50 great an inequality in duties, 
which give so marked a preference.in fat'Our of 
British goods; and no' relief could be more 
in.mediately applied. with 50 linle sacrifiee, as 
the occasion of the drawback of the inland duty 
of 2! per cent. on piece-goods exported from 
Calcutta to the United Kingdom. 

" 5. In proposing this course to your 
Honourable Court, we beg leave to can its atten­
tion to the policy of the British Legislature, by 
which a bounty is allowed on silk goods manu­
factured in the United Kingdom (whether manu­
factured from raw, or from foreign or British 
thrown silk), upon their exportation, of 30. 6d. 
per lb. on all articles valued at 140. per lb. and 
upwards, or say 25 per cent. on tIu; 14s.. being 
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the supposed": ~valent for the duties previously 
levied on the materials thereof and we trust that 
the Honourable~ourt will see the justice, under 
the peculiar circumstances of India, of following 
the same policy towards the native manufacturers 
of India, that the British Parliament has adopted 
,towards British m8nufacturers • 

.. 6. An application to the British Govern­
ment to reduce the duties on the colton and silk 
fabrics of India imported into the United Kingdom 
haa not been successful, though aigned by a very 
numerous body of the most respectable natives, 
and this disappointment would, ..." think, tend to 
eabance the merit of the concession now sought 
for. 

" 7. Having thus stated the clnef points on 
which we rest the expediency of the meaaure we 
propose, _ conclude by respectfully praying 
your Honourable Court to give early instrnction to 
your Governments abroad to allow the inland 
duty of 21 per cenL on piece-goqds, the manu­
facture of British India, to be entirely drawn back 
upon their exportation to the United Kingdom." 

) 

Well, philanthropy does not ~ hand in 
hand with shopkeeping. So thl!Se shop­
keepers who were signatories t& 'the above 
letter knew what they were about when they 
indited iL It was not all philanthropic or 
altruistic considerations which have led them 
to recommend 
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U to allow the inland duty of 2i: i- cent. on 
p~goods, the manufacture of British India, to 
be entirely drawn back upon their exportation to 
the United Kingdom.» 

But the above letter met with no better 
fate than the petition of 117 respectable 
nativt\S of Bengal. 

The authorities were determined to 
destroy Indi~ industries by all means in their 
power. Indilln imports were subjected to 
heavy duties in England. But it ,may be 
argued that England' and the countries to 
which Indian goods were re-exported from 
England, were not the only markets for Indian 
manufactures, and that their extensive native' 
land gave to Indians a sufficiently large 
market. We, therefore, proceed to show that 
in India itself other means were employed 
to crush manufactures and dishearten the 
manufacturets. The inland transit and 
customs duties were imposed on Indian manu­
factures with the object, it would seem, of 
5tranglil'tg home industries. It was due to 
the expoSure of the abuses and malversation 
of the cUstoms officers that the Indian 
Governmedt was compelled to take notice of 
the matter. Mr. Alexander Rose, when a 
member of the Supreme Council during the 



Governor-Generalship of Lord Bentinrl, 
mooted the question of the abolition of these 
dulies. Siio.arles Trevelyan was appointed 
to report on the matter. The Report 
.. -hich he dre... up was a ftI'y able Slate 
document referring to which Macaulay 
wrote : 

~ I have _ read an able< sIaIe paper. and 
I do not beIiere thai !here is, I will DOl say in 
IDdia. Lut in England, "-'- mao of tweDty­
se'feII who -td have wri_ it." 

The nature of the transit dulies and 
internal cusIoms has been very weD described 
by the HOIl'ble Frederick SI.re,.!IOIl of Lord 
Teignmouth, in one of his "Notes on Indian 
AHairs" in reviewing Sir (],aries Trevelyan's 
ReporL He writes: 

"The Dati.... sysIrm of InIDSit dutim and 
internal """1'""$, partabs more of !he ..-re of 
a toU. It is d>arge<I at &0 much pel" ox.foed, 
pony-load. cameI·1oad cart-load. etc., without ' 
rofuaw:e to !he value of !he goods. It is, 
geneniJy "P""'king &0 Iigbt, thai Ihrre is DO 

temptatioa to SlllUggIe; Ihrre is no P'- lot 
........,., oa !he part of the Custom-ho...e oIicen, 
no paos is required ; Ihrre are DO fOnDS to under­
go; . . . • n-e tolls _ probably payable 
"""'T fon,.. fifty or sixty miles; 110 that. in 
reality. ~ _ subject to duty in proportioD 
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to the distance they were carried. which was paid 
by instalments as they proeeed,ed. , • • • 

.. The English. strongly imbuta with 1I1at 
prejudice which is so generally preValent, that 
every native custom or system, must. of course, 
be inferior to what should be introduced from 
England. in their wisdom. condemned the native 
arrangement in toto, and resolved to devise one 
which should free the merchant -from these 
vaxatious tolls. • • • . The principle on which 
the English system was formed was;..io take the 
whole duty at once and furnish the merchant with 
a pass, (called rowannah), which should free 
him frpm all payment to the end of his journey • 

. In.the.first place, it might have been supposed 
that as goods weill to pa}"othe same duty whether 
they were destined for a long or a short journey 
at least, the duty would have been fixed at the 
average of what was paid under the native toll 
system for greater and less distance; but no;­
the standard fixed was the aggregate of all the 
tolls levied on goods proceeding to the greatest 
distances: thus, under the name of a consolida· 
tion, making an immense increase of the duty. 
This was the first specimen which the merchants 
experienced of the superior benefits of the English \ 
Government, imposing a much higher tax on their . 
merchandise than they had ever paid hefore. 

.. The next point is the pass, or row~ 
which the merchant procures, when he despatches 
his goods, which is productive of immense 
annoyance. Suppose a merchant from Futtehghur 
sent off a boat-load of goods to Calcutta; on 
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their arrival at that city, unless he could dispose 
of the whole boat-load in one lot, the pass he 
had. received, at the former place was no longer 
of any use td him; he was ohliged to carry it to 
the Custom-houae, and exehange il for others 
adapted to the separate portions of his eargo, 
which he had disposed of to different people; 
for this, he is eharged an additional duty, of 
half a rupee per cent,; hut this !S, trifting. 
compared with the loss of time spent in attendance 
at the Custom-house. and the obstruction 10 the: 
free sale, and the removal of the merchant's 
goods. A pass is only in force a year ; should 
the goods remain unsold at the expiration of that 
period, the merchant can procure an exehange 01' 

renewed pass; but he must give up the old 
pass before the expiration of the year, and prove 
the identity of the goods; and he then will 
receive his renewed pass on payment of half a 
rupee per cent. If he fails, he must pay the 
duty . over again; and indeed, the difficulty of 
proving the identity of the goods, and the delay 
in ~ inquiry at the Custom-honae and the c0n­

sequent loss of time to the merchant is often so 
f!re!t, that many of them prefer, as a less .... iI. at 
once to pay the duty over again. _ • _ • There 
are many other difficulties caosed to trade by this 
p ....... )'Btem, one only of whieh I shall specify. 
In many cases, it is impossible for merchaDta' to 
pay the duty and take out passes: when they 
are' going to fairs and markets (whieh are often 
hel~ ar pi"""" lifly or even eighty miles from a 
Cuslom-ho"",,), they cannot tell beforehand what 
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quantities of goods they may purchase, or some­
times of what description; for, on reaching the 
fair they may find certain goods which they bad 
not previously thought of. very tbeap; and, 
therefore, may buy a considerable quantity : they 
leave the fair with their p1Jl'Chases, intending 
honestly to pay the duty at the Den Custom-house, 
but unfortunately before they reach it, they must 
pass within the liinits of one of its outposts 
(chones). and according to law. the goods are 
liable to confiscation. for passing a choky un­
protected by a rowannah.» 

Then Mr. Shore refers to the search· 
houses and the right of search being a con· 
siderable impediment ~ the way of trade. 
He writes:' . 

U To prevent smuggling, it was deemed 
necessary to establish an immense number of 
th_ search-houses, each containing an establish· 
ment whose duty it was to compare the goods 
with the p ....... By law, no search-house or 
choky was to he fixed at a greater distance Jhan 
four miles from. a Custom-house, • • _ • But in 
practice the law was quite disregarded, and these 
search·houses were spread all over the country, 
sometimes at sixty or seventy miles distant from 
a Custom-house. • • • • We will now consider 
the ... ture of the powers vested in the officers 
stationed at these posta. They pM ..... ed the 
right of search in the fullest extent and were 
supposed to ascertain the species of goods, 
quantity, number and description of packages. 
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value of the goods, etc., and that these agree with 
what is slated in the pass. . . . • It is evident 
that the delay and expense to the merchant would 
he so great, that, were the law fairly el)forced 
hy every search·officer, it would· put an entire 
stop to the trade of the country. 

"It has often been asked, wlJy do not those 
who are subject to such extortions bring forward 
their complaints? Simply because they would 1.,.. . 
rather than gain. They would find it. impossible 
to obtain any redress, or only at such all expense 
and delay, that the remedy would be worse than 
the disease 

" We bear lond complaints of the impoverish. 
ment of the people, the falling·oft of the internal 
trade, and the decline instead of the increase of 
manufactures. Is it to he wondered at? Could 
any other result he anticipated from the intoler­
able vexation to which all merchants are exposed 
by our internal custOID8? Mr. Trevelyan observes, 
that • the profession of' the merchant in the 
interior of the country is both unpleasant and 
disreputable, on account of the complete state of 
dependence in which the most respectable people 
are placed, on the meanest Custom-house ollicer.' 
• When respectable people in the provinces who 
have capital lying idle in their hands, and who 
probably complain of the dilliculty of finding 
employment for it, are asked why they do not 
engage in. trade, they almost invariably reply, 
that they cannot submit to supplicate every low 
Culom·honae ollicer on four rupees a month, "ho 
has the power of detaining their goods, under 
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pretence of searching them" . • • . Native gentl ... 
men at Delhi have, for the sake of employing 
theiJ: capital, engaged in the shawl·trade with 
Benares. The result haa always been the deten. 
tion of their goods at some Custom.house, and 
their giving up the pursuit, after having suBered 
heavy losses. The poor natives of India submit 
. to all this, as they do to every other extortion and 

. ;Dppression which they suBer at our hands because 
.they look upon redress as hopeless ; but hear the 
bitter complaints which were made to Lieutenant 
Burnes. \ who knew nothing of our Custom-house 
system) by the merchants of Bokhara. They 
actually declared that the vexatious annoyances and 
extortion practised on merchSDts in the British· 
Indian provinces, were infinitely greater than they 
experienced in Russia, Peshawar, Kabool, or 
Bokhara! • • • • 

«The effect of this system upon manufactures, 
is to discourage all on a large scale, and to 
cause the whole of diiferent processes to be 
performed in a petty way, on the same spot, 
however inferior those employed may be for. some 
parts of the _rk, and however unsuited the 
locality may be. Where business is carried on. 
on a large scale, the materiala must, of course, 
often be brought in small quantities from a 
considerable distance, so that the great manuf...,. 
turer haa to pay a double duty,--once on the 
raw material, and again on the finished article; 
while the small manufacturer and dealer, who 
goes not beyond the line of chokies, either te 
procure the raw material, or to sell his goods, 
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avoids the· payment of all duties. Shawls are, 
by our extraordinary sysIem, made to pay a 
double duty, both together amounting to 20 per 
cenL, leather pays three limes, altogether 15 per 
cenL, colton four limes, before it is made iDto 
cloth, altogether 17! per cent. So many articles 
are liable to double and treble dnty, because the 
same pass which has been taken out for the raw 
materials does not correspond with the manu-
factured article.» . 

Then in a postscript, Mr. Shore adds: 
"We have for years beea vaunting the 

splendid triumph of English Kill and capital in 
carrying COlton from India to England &ad, after 
manufsduring it there bringing the cloth to India, 
and underae1ling the nati...... Is this any way 
surprising under such an iDtolerable system as is 
above described; and while the stsples of India 
are almost pl"Ol!Cribed at home? In fact, if this 
be continued much longer, India will, ere long, 
produce nothing but food j_ sufficient for the 
population, a few coarse earthen ware polS to 
cook it in, and a few coarse cloths. Only "'JllD1>e 
tAis iAcubas oM ~ IDbIa roill fJtT7 ....... be _Md. The olber is the great self-eomplac:eDce 
with which we talk of the confideuee reposed by 
the people in our govi.mment, judging from the 

"large. BIltII!!.which Ihey mv- in the Government 
fomdL What are Ihey to do with their money? 
• : • • GOvernment, in their ignorauoe, have 
do .... all Ihey can to annihil_ trade and man .... 
factures, which they will, unless they change their 



............... accomplish in a few yean more (the 
Il1DIlher of boaIs laden with goode which used to 
lea ... Furrukhabad twel ... or fourteen yean ago 
... at least rnbk what it is at present). Fi ... 
or even four per cent. is better than nothing, but 
it needs not the gift of prophecy to foresee, 
that • • • • if the lended tenures in the North. 
Western Provinees were placed on a fooling of 
-arity and if trade and mannfactores were 
Iolerated,-they do not require eIICOUTIIgernenl, 
but only to be el<onerated from the p.­
customs end duti .. ,~ only wonld Government 
be unable to borrow at such low interest. but the 
prite of the existing funds wonld apeedily fall." 

It is true that the inland tran;it duty was 
abolished afterwards. but not till the indus­
tries in the British Indian provinces were 80 

much crippled that there was no hope of 
their revival again. 

While the Onistian' natives of England 
were congratulating themselves on the expan­
&ion of their export trade to India r ollowing 
the abolition of the monopoly of the East 
India Company in 1813. what was the state 
of affairs regarding the Export "rade of. 
Indian cotton and piece-goods to England?" 
This question will be answered by the follow­
ing table: 

I) 



y ...... B.u.a. PDas. 
181~lS 3,842 
1818-19 536 
1823-24 l,331 106,516 
1824-25 l,878 167,524 
1823-26 l,2SS ll1,225 
1826-27 541 47$12 
1827·l'B 136 50,654 
1828-29 m 32,626 
l829JO l3Jl'1I0 

The number of cotton piece-goods went 
On decreasing year after year and this state 
(l( affairs was not indicative of the material 
prosperity (l( the Datives (l( HindustaD. 



CHAPTER m 
THE EXP9RT TRADE OF INDIA 

Sufficient attention has nol heen directed 
to the export trade of India. The export 
trade mainly consists of raw materials. vf'or 
the proper development of Indian industries 
this export of raw materials from India 
should also be prevented. It has nol 
benefited India in the least. India very 
largely exports food grains, fpf· example, 
wheat, rice and pulses. 'By their export 
their prices have gone up and thus scarcity 
is severely felt in India in years of drought. 

'The export trade is to a certain extent 
responsible for the famines which so 
frequently devastate large tracts of the Indian 
continenL The object of every civilized 
government is to reduce the struggle for 
existence, as far as possible, and not to make 
it keener. Now the export of food materials 
has just the opposite ell'ect. Therefore, no 
government which exists solely for the good 
of the people will encourage export of food 
materials. But it is quite a ditTerent thing 
with the Government of India. The interests 
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of India are aacriJiced for the benefit of the 
people of F,ggland In his work on NatioMl 
Life and NatimtJ ClumM:Ier, Mr. PermIOII 
writes : 

"The com of IDdia has been tnmsported. at 
umemlUlel'llliftl _ 1IpOIl Go.ezWDtDl IiDes, in 
order that !be food of !be people might be 
cbeapened. ...... 

Yes, it has been .. cheapened"; but .. the 
people" referred to here are the people of 
England, not thoae of India. v When England 
was an agrirultnral c:onntry, there were COlD 

Jaws mearit for the benefit of the pro~ 
population. It is DeC 5 ry to refer to these 
com laws to abow how the State had the 
interests of its aubjecls at heart. Lecky 
writes : 

"The older policy of !be COIIJIIry _ II> 
prohibit aheolutel, !he a:portatiou of com, bat 
with !be ia:a 'productioa of agricuhural 
inJereat, this policy _ aband01Bl at the ead of 
!be ~ CIIIIlury ....... afIer more than 0118 

Yio1ent ftadllati ...... law of Char .... n establisbeol 
• &y1!k!m whidt _ in (ofte at !he RBwolati_ 
UDder this .... me aportation _ permiltl!d 
- Icmg _ !be ........ price did _ a.-I fifty. 
thn!e obilliDga ...... four pace a quarter; while 
importm.. _ .-m-I hy' probibi.....,. dati.­
UDtiJ that price _ ..; ..... in !be home marUt. 
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ud by a heavy duty of eight shillinga in the 
quarter when the home price l'anged between 
fifty.three shillings ud four peuee ud eighty 
ohillings. At the Revolution, however. a new 
poliey ... 0 adopted. The duties on importation 
were unchanged, while exportation ..... DOt only 
permitted but encouraged by a boWJty of five 
shillings in the quarter 0 long the home price 
did DOt exceed forty-eight shillings. Arthur Young 
has devoted a considerable apace to the subject 
of the com laws,· and he considers the English 
law one of the highest examples of political 
wisdom. The system of an absolutely free com 
trade which prevailed in Holland, would, he 
maintained, he ruinous in a country which 
depended mainly on ;111 agricultnre. The system 
of forbidding all exportation of- com, which 
prevailed in Spain, Portugal, ud many parts of 
Italy, and during the greater pert of the century 
in France, wo altogether :incompatible with a 
Bourishing com hUBhendry. Prinee would be too 
Buctoating-in some years 80 low that the farmers 
would be ruined, in others 80 high that the 
people would be starved. It had been • the 
BiDguIar felicity' of this country to have devised 
• plan which accompliehed the mange parado,", 
of at once lowering the price .of com aad 
encouraging agriculture; • This was one of the 
most remarkable strokes of poliey, and the most 
coutrary to the general ideo of all Europe, of 
... y that ever were carried into execution' and 

{
' it canDOt be doubted,' he wei. 'that this system 
of cporting with • bounty haa been of infinite 



llational importanoe.' 8mb declanod that _ 
peri"""", the _ unerring of guides, bad amply 
proved !he ...... ..., of !he com bounty as a _ 
of supplying !he English people with cheap 
bread.."* 

Should not the Government introdoce the 
provisiollll of the com laws in India for the 
purpose of. supplying the Indian people with 
cheap bread? A government which has any 
sympathy for iIB subjects. should not hesitate 
to do so. India is mainly an agricultural 
country now, and the laws which proved so 
beneficial to England when that country was 
an agriouhural one, are sure to be equally 
so in the _ of India also. 

In years of drought and famine, instead 
of food grains. other raw materials are 
exported from India which are also detri­
mental to India' 8 mteresl8. These IBW 

materials OOIIIIist of bones and hides of cattle 
which die in large DlIDIherw in times of 
scarcity. This export trade in hides has 

S' afl'ected the leather industry of India. 
e export bf honea takes away out of the 
untry _ of the beat manures available. 

• LookT. m.....,. 01. iIIIIud ill die Riel" .... Ceat!uT. JIll. __ • 
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Then again, the export of cotton has the 
tendency of making it dear in this country, 
and thus its export hampers the development 
of the cotton industry in India. Cotton seed 
yields a valuable oil and is a good food for 
cattle.. Its export, therefore, involves great 
loss. 

Thus we see that the export trade of India. 
as it consists of raw materials only, does not 
benefit India in any way. No agricnltural 
country, least of all India, requires any 
markets in any foreign country for her raw 
products. No, on the contrary, all these raw 
products are needed to he retained in India 
for the proper development of her industries. 
Had India heen an independent country, she 
would have prevented her export trade by 
legislation. Why. England had to resort to 
this procedure for the development of her 
industries. .Leeky writes : 

.. The ofence of • owling: or transporting 
English wool or .heep to foreign COlIDtries, ...... 
treated with special severity, _ itwaa .upp ...... 
to 888i.st the rival of woollen manufaeturo& of Ihe 
continent, and Ihe ~ties against thia olIeDce 
!rose to seven years transportatiOD. 

.. Penalties but little lea severe were IIIaICIed 
against those who uported machines employod 



in the chief English indU9l:ri.... or who induced 
artificers to emigrate; and any skilled workman 
who canied his indU9l:ries to a foreign market, 
if he did not return within six DlOntha, after 
being warned hy the English amb/JllSlldor, was 
declared an alien, forfeited all his goods and 
Ilec·me incapable of receiving any legacy or, gift. .. * 

But the British Government will not 
certainly do that for India which proved 
advantageous to the development of ind11&­
tries in England. On the contrary. it has 
been doing everything which ptay facilitate 
the export of raw materials. ~eavy Govern­
ment halances at the Imperial Bank of India 
are not made available to Indian joint-stock 
hanks for promoting of Indian industries 
and trade but to'forefgn exchange banb for 
facilitating the foreign trade of the country. 
How far that serves the best interests of India 
is discussed below. 

Does Foreign 'bade Benefit india, 

Syed Mohammad Hossain, 1II.R.A.C., in 
his very valuable pamphlet on .. Our dilli· 
culties and wants in the path of the progress 
of India," puhlished in 1884, wrote : 
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"It is a pity that our well-wishers, withont 
oonsidering the circumstances of the people and 
the d .... ity of the population, conclude that the 
encouragement of trade (in ita present state), and 
incre8l!ing the means of eommunieation will do 
good to India.. They ought to conaider that 
England, with a population of only 390 per square 
mile, cannot produce enough for the COll8UIllption 
of ita people, and haa to depend upon the produce 
of other countries_ In 1882 of wheat alone 
(omitting grain of all other kinds and meat) 
no less than 64,171,622 cwta. were imported from 
other countries into England, and of these 
8,477,479 ewts. came from India-(lo"""" oj 
Royal Agricu.llural Society, 1883, page xix); 
while India, with a population 416 per square 
mile, is expected to enlarge her trade by exchang­
ing her food for mere fancy artieles and luxuries.. 
We should go further in detail on this point, and 
contraat brieRy the agricultural condition of both 
conntries. According to the Census Report, the 
North-Western Province (which we have taken 
for onr illustration) containa a cultivated area of 
540,420 square miles which is equal to 34,586,880 
acres; and the population being 44,107,869, the 
average cultivated area per bead is • 78 (From 
xxi, page 2). The cultivated area of the United 
Kingdom is 50,432,988, and the popnlation is 
35,278,999 (the Financial Reform Almanaek, 
1882, pages 75 and 1357). or lA2 acre per head. 
Now. with all her improved and scientific agri­
wltnre, with the ontlay of large capital with 
artificial manUres and the aid of machinery, with 
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an aVef"ll" yield of 30 bushels per acre England

j C8Dllot support her people; yet India, with her 
miserable modes offamrlng, with such imigni 
ficant farms and implements, with a scattity of 
measures and me8D8 of irrigation, with an &Ver"ll" 
yield of only 13 bushels (as per famine Report) 
or 18.7 bushels (per" Oudh Gazetteer") per acre, 
is expected to prosper by her trade, t1iz~ exporta­
tion of grain and by the increase of the me8D8 of 
communication, The result of this trade is that 
when a bad year comes, or if in any year the ... 
is a falling off in the quantity of rainfall, 'famine 
threatens the country, thousands of people help­
lessly die, and the whole affaire of the country 
are disturbed. In ordinary _ns, during four 
months of the year-May, June, December, and 
January, the lower cl_ of peasanlB support theit 
existence by living, on wild berbs and wild grUB 
aeeds, the Mango· and Mohwa fruit, or taking 
loana of grain from grain dealers.·· 

According to the Famine CommisaiOD R"{'ort. 
(Part i, P. 50) in a season favourable throughout 
India, that is if there be no local requiremenla 
in any part of ths country, owing to famine or a 
bad year, India has a aurpl ... of 50,000,000 to .. 
of grain for exportation from her produce. To 
make up this amount, Bengal is estimated to 
contribute the I~t quantity, i.~ 1,200,000 to ..... 
and the other eight provincee an aYer"ll" of 1_ 
than 30,000 tons. Of these our Province (N. W. p .. 
which is taken for our eDmple), can send from 
ita produce, after the CODlIumption of its popula­
tion, 60,000 10.... Now we can calculate how 



mE EXPORT TllADE OF INDU. 15 

much the Province could enrich ita population 
simply by exporting its surplus food. It haa 
I!een proved above that the Province haa nothing 
from its manufactory and industry to send abroad; 
and, 88 a matter of fact, besides a little opium 
and indigo, it does not grow any more valuable 
thing, such 88 tes, coffee, or even colton to such 
an extent that the produce need be taken into 
consideration. After uJl. then, there is nothing 
else left but grain for our trade." Now, for the 
sake of example, supp""" that the Provinoe 
yields, in an average year, a surplns of 660,000 
tons, and that there is no increase of population 
to sHeet the surplus quantity, and that the whole 
quantitf consists exclusively of wheat, and that 
it is sent to the market of extreme profit, say to 
London. Suppose further that our wheat is, in 
quality and in prioe equsl to' tha American and 
Russian wheat in the market and that the demand 
for and the prioe of wheat (which baa an incli­
nation to fuJI) slso remained 88 it is at present, 
and let the rate of exchange be taken aa not 
worth-consideriug, then I 88Y, under all these 
favourable cireums_ces, our 660,000 tons of 
wheat, which are equsl to 1,478,400,000 lbs~ at 
the present average rate of (round number), 
Rs. 27 equuJ to 450. Id. per quarter (or 500 lbs.). 
would be worth in round numbers Rs. 79,900.000. 
Excluding uJl other charges, auch BB commission 
on both sides, local freight, etc., the mere earriage 
of this quantity from India at the rats of ~ 
or Rs. 24 per 2,000 lbs. amounts to Rs. 17,740~ 
Now aftsr deducting this BUm from the total ..w..; 
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of the wheat, our net income is Rs. 62,159.200. 
The population being 44,107,869, therefore income 
~ this trade per head per annum including 
. cost and profit, is. at most, 1 rupee and 7 8DDliII 

equal to 2s. 4d." 
N. B.-The question of the charges of local 

caniages needs a full discussion in two respeet&: 

.. (1) The heavy rate, which is fully treated 
by Major Baring in his resolution. in which he 
proves that carrying 1 ton of wheat for 600 mil .. , 
oosts in India 88 much 88 it costs in America for 
carrying the same quantity more than 1,000 miles, 
etc.. 

"(2) Owing to the railwaya being made 
,"th foreign capital our country derives very 
little benefit from what we pay for caniage.·· 

U The reader should judge for bimaelf. and 
consider whether this sort of trade has a tendency 
to increase the material prosperity or to cauae 

• the underfeeding of the people." (pp. 59-(1). 



• CHAPTER IV 

THE RUIN OF INDIAN 
MANUFACTURES 

The Board of Control of the East India 
Company proposed a list of queries upon 
subjects relating to the Trade with India. 
The queries were eleven in number and the 
list was conspicuous by the absence from it 
of any query relating to the welfare of any 
Indian' manufacture. The answers to these 
queries are so instructive and they throw such 
sidelights on the ruin of Indian manufactures 
that extraets from them are given below. 

The first query was : 

.. What facilities have been dorded to p6I1IOD8 

trading with India, since the opening of the trade 
in 18l4, by the repeal or modification of Doti .. 
or of Regulstiolll! in India injuriously affecting 
the Commercial Transactions of individuals?", 

Mr. Larpent's answer to this query ran' 
as follows: 

a The import duti .. on the manufactures haft 
been rednced to 21 per cenL ad wlorem, and 
many of the staple articl .. admitted fMe of duty. 
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~. Regu1ations have been made to prevent, if 
possible, the.. injury ~ustained by the private 
merchant when in compet#ion with the Company 
in .the provision of silk, and the purchase of 
other articles • 

.. Transit duties have been modified and 
drawn back in many instances. 

"Permission i. given under the Regulation 
of the 7th May, 1824, then applicable to coffee, 
subsequently extended to indigo, to British subjects 
to hold lands in their· own names on leases for 
60 years." 

Mr. Sullivan in replying to this query, 
said: 

.. Since the opening of the trade in 1814, all 
inland duty on cotto,.. has been taken off; when 
exported to China the duty has been lowered to 
five per cent., and if the cotton is exported to 
England, no duty whatever is levied. 

U The Honourable Company's cloth invesbnent 
has been discontinued for some time, all the 
weavers to the southward have been at the private 
merchants' command. to make. up an, quantity 
of cloth they might wish for." 

One Mr. Crawford in reply wrote: 
"With respect to duti.... the Statute of 1813 

enacted, that no n_ tax ahould he imposed 
without the sanction of the home authorities. A 
new echedule of reduoed duties was accordingly 



IraDSmitted from England, and passed into • law 
by the Indian Government in 1815. FortuDately 
for the commercial in-.... with Great Britain, 
the rate of duties then adopted has in geueraI 
been steadily adhered to.n 

The Glasgow Chamber of Commerce 
wrote: 

«The admission of wollens, metals and 
marine stores into India, free of duty, has 1m­
doubtedly given great facility to the trade in lb_ 
. articlea." •. 

Thus the replies to the query show how 
the Charter Act of 1813 benefited the natives 
of England in their commercial transactions 
with India. 

The second query WIllI a very important 
one and its answen cover more than eleven 
pages of folio volume of the Report. This 
query ran as follows: 

«To what extent has the Trade wilb India 
increased since 1814, and wilb regard to the 
Exports from Great Britain, what degree has the 
increase consisted of British Staples?" 

The answers given to this query contain 
several use! ul tables showing the increase 
of Exports of British goods into India. 

From Parliamentary Papers. 9th Fehra­
ary, 1830. No. 37, the amount of value of 
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British mantifactnrel! ~orted in 1814-15 
to all parts of India was in 

£ 
1814: East India Company 826,558 

. Private Trade l,048,132 

1,874,690 

But according to Mr. Larpent the Export 
Trade. of the United Kingdom to India, in 
the year 1830, was £3,032,658, or an in­
crease of nearly 62 per cent. in 16 years. 

In reply to the above query. Mr. Bracken 
wrote: 

.. It hee increaed very ooDSiderably, parti­
cularly with Bengal aDd Bombay : 

1~4 
1827-28 

Bombay 

ImporIL ExpOrIL 
£ £ 

877.917 2.767.624 
2.232.725 4,898,018 

1813-14 92.698 305,154 
1827-28 819,693 508,592 

.. In the y ..... 1828-29 there 1flI8 a still greater 
increae at Bombay; the importe amounting !hat 
year to £781,248, And the aporte £833,767. fa 
the aame year there 1flI8 a decrease in the whole 
import and aport trade of Bengal with Great 
Britain of U21,3M, """"ojoned by the daa ! 
ezporte of the East India Company. otherwiee 
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there would bave been an augmentation; the 
private trade baving increaaed £260,604.. 

"The trade of Great Brilain with Madras 
bas also increaaed, but not to the same extent. 

Madras 
In 1813-14 
" 1827-28 

Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 

271,749 436,513 
258,740 715,873 

.. On the increased exports from Great Brilain 
to India since 1814, a large proportion is formed 
of British staples and manufactures, embracing 
British capital and industry. The following parti­
culars are nol unworthy of attention, more 
especially cotton twist: 

.. Statement showing the value of the Princi­
pal Articles of Export (from England) to India 
in 1814 and 1828. 

Articleo. 181' 1828 Increase. 
£ £ £ 

Beer and. Ale 50,022 99/m 49,015 
Brilim Cotton Manu· 

facture 
Cot";'; 

109,480 1,621.560 1,512.080 
British Twist 

Manufactures 7 388,888 388.881 
Earthen ...... 10.147 26,625 15,818 
G .... 68-"43 114,918 46,S3S 
Hardware and Cutlery •• 26,883 78,765 51.882 
hon, bar and bolt •• 107,927 155.038 47.111 

» cast and 1ROUght 55,154 ." 102,629 47.475 
Leather and Saddlery •. 21.637 46.l81 24,550 
Linen ManufaclUIe8 23,434 36.120 12,686 
Machinery 6.043 103.676 'TI,633 
Spelt ... (1) .. Nil 59.486 59.486 
Stationery 38,494 84,735 46.241 n 

fI 



82 IlDDf OF .IJOllAS DADE .&lID iRDUSUiBS 

In answering this fIII8l'1. Mr. Crawfonl 
1fIOte: 

"'I1Ie adaaI ap ..... of 1814. were n,.«m,362, 
80 1hal in 14. ,...... time the iDa .... more 
than three4"old. _ "" 8aJ 1hal the pricos of 1814. 
were high ..... price&, ..... those of 1828 low 
peace pricos. ft 

-'I1Ie aporia have ~J .. , of 
BrilioIt slaple _'"·w."'.... ..... the folIowiag 
l!hort ............m.. wiD ........ the iDa het=_ 
1814. ..... 1828.. 

.. (1) III 1827, the apoilBliou of opdIer "" 
c.Jrnrte ... --=fa lap CM,8'2' 



Commercial Total '9aIue. Co"II11'· 7 W11eD1. Ootton roos' Twllt. 
Year. Il • 

1813-14 5376.776 78,681 230547 184.621 91.835 NIL 
1814.-16 4,099.165 998.323 278.746 44.712 411.846' ... 
18111-16 1>.752.888 4.11.884 4.55,078 122611 261.846 g 186-11 8,051.113. 543,267 Iisa.UlO 288.816 813.102 ... 
11117-18 18.562.963 891.601 821.483 574,184. 1.120.909 

~ 1818-19 15.9,u495 l.t30.329 617.089 'T35,611 2.85~.19a ... 
1810-20 8,633.573 1.835.113 833.935 011.818 1,585,830 ... I 18?o-21 11.320.791 20441.403 632.390 1.719.263 2.1i55.0nS ... 
1821-22 15.163.826 2.4ElU 9 6\0.419 2,511.496 4.681.870 ", 

i 1822-28 18.098,6tl 1.908,566 619.869 2.010.411) 6.577.279 n. 

1823-24 15.862,534 2.882,938 661.136 l.648,086 8,716,278 
18!4-21S 17.607.786 2.236.411£ 567.263 1.1'>37.814 4.627.765 81.145 
1825-211 12.868.607 489.165 743.993 889.688 8.665461 141.305 I 1~26-~'7 12.-118.318 881.678 50~,005 1.081,978 8.804.0~2 t09.052 
18!7·28 18.991.756 1.903.401 592.084 1l,4,IlS.759 ~O30.189 1.S4.J.110 

.1R21'1-29 ... . .. ... 
1829-30 16.t?II,84l 2.66?S83 494.021 866.486 6.001.861 1.487,126 
1830-81 20.~73.3li' U01.6S4. 620.994. 1,4...6.918 6.818,,247 2.817.969 III • 
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1814· 1828 
Board cloths, .... lfs per .... t. 

ud eamleta pieces 17,790 49,502 178,20 
Caliceeo plaiD, print· 

ed, etc., yd.. 680,234 34,843,1l0 5,022.22 
Cot'oa, Twist Ibs. •• 8 4,558,18S 56,977,2I2.S0" 

In answer to this query, the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce and East India Com­
mittee wrote: 

"The increase in the ~les of Lancashire 
is believed to be without a ·parallel. The export 
of British cottGn manufactures and twist to India 
Gnd China, in the years ending 5th Jannary, 
1815 to 1831, is exhibited by- the annexed table, 
framed from papers presented to the House of 
Commons. 

1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
11121 
1822 
1823 
11124 
1825 
11126 
11127 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 • 

While or 
plain 

Mauufae-
lures. 
Yards. 

213,408 
489,399 
714,611 

2,468.024 
9,614,381 
3,414,360 
6,724,tl31 
9,919,1.'l6 

11,742,639 
13.750,921 
14,8S8,5IS 
14,214,896 
16,006,601 
24,786,540 
27,086,170 

Priated or 
Dyed 

Manulac· 
lUres. 
Yard .. 

-.aoo 
866.077 
991,147 

2.868,705 
4.227.665 
3,713,601 
7,601,245 
9,976,878 
9,029,204 
9,540,813 
9,666,058 
8,844,381 

10,218,502 
12.962,765 
10,498,,666 

T.l<II. 

Yards. 
·818,208 

1,355.476 
1,705.758 
5,316,729 
8,842,046 
7,127.661 

14,325,276 
19,896,014 
20.741.843 
23,291,734 
24,524,573 
23,057,283 
2ti,225.103 
;17.749,305 
37,566,836 
39.773.698 
52.179,844 

COUOD 
Twist. 

·lbs. 
8 

624 
2.701 
1,862 

971 
224 

5,865 
22,200 

121,500 
105,350 
235,360 
919,387 

3,063,856 
4.549,219 
3.185.639 
1,494,995 
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.. The following table, showiDg the total value 
of merchandise imported at Calcutta from Greal 
Britain by the private trade, for 15 yean, say, 
from 1813-14 to 1827-28, has been communicated 
by a· merchant of CalcuttR.. • • . • The eonli­
nuation of the table for the two years 1829-30 
and 1830-31, is taken from Bell'. Comparative 
View of the Commerce of Bengal. The particulars 
of the year 1828-29 are wanting.» 

The price of almost every raw produce 
of India was much lower in England in 1830 
than in 1814. This either goes to show that 
the private traders who were lei loose ()ll 

India by the Charter Act of 1813 were com­
pelling the mild natives of this country to 
sell their raw produce at such a low price 
as the English Christians dictated to them. 
or that there being no or little demand for 
their raw products in India (for the indigen. 
ous industries and manufactures had almost 
been crushed), the growers and producers 
of them sold them at very low prices. Such 
would seem t(l be the case with such articles 
as cotton, WO(l1. and raw silk. In 1793, one 
p!lund of colton-wool fetched Is. %d. but in 
1815. it was priced 111£><1. and in 1831 Sd. 
only. In 1793. one p!luod of raw.silk'was 
priced 218., in 1815, ISs. lei. and in 1831, 



· 13&. 7Y:ad. only. It is preposterous to SUp" 

pose that the prices were high before 1813 
on account of the monopoly of trade being 
enjoyed by the East India Company. Even 
then much of the profit remained in India, 
as wages of the middlemen. The Baniam 
or Sircars, as they were called, employed 
by the company to purchase Indian Staples 
£01' them, were natives of India. 

From the testimony of Mr. Sullivan, it 
appears that the private merchants were not 
very fair in their dealings with the natives. 
He wrote: 

". . • • b.... nevertheless, the Honourable 
Company paid more for their goods than the 
private men:hant, which may be accounted for as 
following: no public ~nt CIIIl ever procure any 
large qwmtity of goods at the same price the 
private men:hant does; the private merchant'. 
purcb_ are limited, and when he does not 
wish to exceed a atipulated ....... and cannot 
procure the article he wants on hi. own terms, 
will decline purcbl8ing. With the public agent 
it is diHereat: the native agent Imowa as well 
as the reeident that be has received certain orden 
to purchue a certaia quantity to be ready by a 
""rtain time: they keep np their price, and mab 
the _ideat on moot occasions come into their 
terms. The cIwge. on the Honourable Com­
pany'. poda ..... grMt from the neture of the 



carriage, aDd I do Dot Ibink they am deme II1IJ' 
advanIage &om their trade acept IIy way of 
remittance ,. 

The interests of the Indian producer were 
sacrificed for the benefit of EngJisbJDP.D. 
For what did the lowering of the price of 
Indian products mean? Mr. Wood wrote: 

.. H by any dumge in the IIJSem of eond_ 
iDg the Indian trade the price of its producla 
could be reduced the interesls of the Indian 
cultivator or producer would auJIer. A high price 
in India operates as a premium to industry, in 
the &ame way as a high price of com in England, 
aDd if the price of ""gar, indigo, or ""_ ....... 
to fall. it would cause the laad producing the 
18m" to be thrown out of CU\tivatiOD, or to be 
cultivated by lOUIe crop which would yield • 
~ return than the articlea DOW cultivaled for 
exportation."' • 

The above remarks of Mr. Wood wen: 
quite true. 

How the industries of India were ruined 
by the Free Trade policy of EngJaud since 
the passing of the 0Iarter Act of 1813., the 
following will show. 
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Mr. Mackillop wrote: 

vi' Prior to 1814, cotton piece-goods were 
shipped extensively to England from Bengal, and 
a considerable supply of raw coUon was also t!eut 
frequently from both Bengal and Bombay; • . • • 

The exports to India have increased consider­
ably since 1814: then. for iDsIance, spelter, 
coUon yarn, and coUon piece-goods were I18118l1y 
imported into Europe from India, but DOW they 
are all exported from England in very large 
quantities. n 

Mr. Rickards wrote : 
.. The principal articles imported into India 

from Brilllin, are cotton piece·goods, twist; 
woollens and metals, including spelter . . • • of 
the increase of British manufactured articles which 
bas taken place in the period alluded to, some 
idea may be formed from the following facts 
given in evidence. The first import of co_ 
twist into India occurred in 1821. In 1824, ahont 
120,000 lba. were imported; ~ 1818,' about . 
4,000,000 Iba. In 1815 the importation of British 
white and printed cotton goods into India, was 
about 800,000 yards; in 1830. it was .ahout 
45,000,000 yards."· 

The answers which the fourth query 
elicited are very impor1aDt. as they throw 
much sidelight on the mode in which the 

• P. 517. 16Ui. 
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East India Company carried on their com­
mercial transactions in India. The query 
ran as follows : ' 

"What are the practi~ elfects of the onion 
of Government with trade in India? In point of 
fact, have the po,""", of Government been 
employed to place rival merchants under any 
tmfair disadvantages in trade? Has rivalry in 
trade been found to be productive of any undue 
bias to the proceedings of Government as a 
Government, when ~ival Merchants are concerned? 
If any inconveniences to the pnblic do in fset 
ari... from the onion of the two operatioDl!, do 
they or do they Dot outweigh the advantages of 
the Company." 

In answer to this the Liverpool East India 
Committee wrote : 
. " The system pursued by the Esat India 

Company in the conduct of their commercial 
transactions in India may generally be said to 
be oppressive to the interests of the British 
merchants, and lIDprofitable to themoelves. 

"We believe that the praetical elfeets of the 
onion of government with trade in any country 
must be prejudicial to the general interests of 
commerce; and that this has been the case with tha 
East India Company there is abundant evidence 
to prove . 
. .., "It has been mown that the native dealers 

in India are both afraid and unwilling to disp_ 
of these articles of produce to private merohanta, 
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which the Company ani iD -the habit of pun:basing 
until they have first ascertained their wanls, and 
the wishes of commercial agents; and it must he 
obvious, that where the public revenue of the 
State is brought iDto collision with the capilal 
of private merchants in the same market, the 
result must he disadvantageous to the latter." 

.• Mr. Larpent in answer to the above query. 
quoted the memorial of London merchants in 
which they slated that. 

.. So long 88 the 31st Regulation of the 
Bengal Government, of the year 1793, remains 
unrepealed, the East India Company avails itself 
of its politieal authority ta increase its mereantile 
profits. . 

.. When it is cousidered how strong the 
habitual feelings of deference to authority are iD 
India. and the mode iD which the raw produce 
or manufactured goods of that country are 
obtained, namely. that of advance, the character 
assigned to thia Regulation iD the preceding 
paragraph will not he thought too strong. By 
it, no persoDJI iD balance to the Company, or 
engaged in any way iD the provision of their 
inveetment, can withdraw from their employ; they 

eot work for others or for themsel..... If 
y do not foIfil their contraet, they are put 
dOl the restraint of peons. and the goods they 

ufacture, or their articles of produce, are 
liable lint to the Company, althong they may he 
iDdebted to others: • • . ." 
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Mr. Richards' reply was an important 
one. He wrote : 

.. In a publication of mine in 1813, 8UJldry 
extracts are given from the Diary of the 
Commercial Board at Surat, in which the foUow­
ing facts will be found to be fully substantiated, 
as the ordinary course of pro....,ling of the­
Company's commercial servants, between the years 
1796 and 1811, tliz.,-' That the Snrat in __ 
was provided under the most rigorous and 
oppressive system of coercion; that the weavers 
ware compelled to enter into engagements end to 
work for the Company, contrary to their own 
interests, and of course to their own inclinationa, 
choosing in 80me instance to pay a heavy fine 
rather than be oompelled 80 to work; that they 
could get better prices from Dutch, Portuguese, 
French and Arab merchants, for inferior goods, 
than the Company paid them for alandard or 
luperior goods; that this led to oonstant contesto 
and quarrelo between the agents of the foreigD 
factories and the Company'. commercial residents, 
and to evaoion and smuggling on the part of 
the weavers, for which on detection they ware 
subject to oevere and exemplary p .. Disbrow. 
thet the object of the commerical resideal wsa, 
as be himself observed, 10 ut4blish and m<JinIoiA 
1M complete monopoly, wlUch 1M CompaAy Mil 
.0 .msgui7lely in view, 01 1M whole of 1M p;­
gootl. lTade III reduI:etI or prescribad prices; that 
in the prosecution of this object oompuloion and 
puniohmw were carried to luch a height, 88 to 
induce oev;.ral weavers to quit the profeoeioa : 
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to prevent which, they were not ~lIowed to mIistl 
as sepoys, or even on one OccaslQll to p_ out 
of cily gates without permission from the English 
chief; that so long as the weavers were the 
subjects of the Nabob, frequent application was 
made to him to pDDish and coerce weavers, for 
what was called refractory conduct, and when 
severity W88 exercised towards them the NaboJ. 
(who W88 but a tool in the hands of the British 
Government) was desired to make it appear as 
the voluntary act of hi. own government, and to 
have DO eonnexion with the Company or their 
interest, lest it should excite ill-will or eomplaint 
against the Company'. servants; that to monop .... 
lize the piece-goods trade for the Company at 
low rates, it was a .ystematic object of the resident 
10 keep the weavers always under advance from 
the Company, to prevent their engaging with 
other traders; while neighbouring Princes were 
also prevailed on to give orders in their districts, 
that the Company'. merchants and brokers should 
have a preference to all others, and that on DO 

aceoDDt should piece-goods he sold to other 
persoDS; that oubseqnenlly to the transfer of Sural 
to the British Government, the authority of the· 
Adawlut (our own com of justioe) was eo_-. 
Iy interposed to enloroe a aimilar series of 
arbitrary and oppresaive acts.. , 

.. As long as the Company eontinued to 
trade in piece-goods at Sural, this Wall the uniform 
practice of their commercial servants. II may he 
taken as • specimen of the practioe of other 
fsctoriea and nothing more than the natural 
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consequence of uniting power and trade in !he 
same hando. 

"In Lord Wellesley's well-known lelIer of 
19th July, 1814, to the Madras Government, a 
similar coorse of arbitrsry proceeding is detailed 
as being the practice of the commercial fsctories 
under the Presidency. If reference be)ad to 
that letter, it will be seen, on the faith of the 
highest official authority, how the power of the 
sovereign has been arbitrarily and habitually 
exercised not only to favour and promote his 
own commercial dealings, but to throw obstruc­
tions in !he way of private enterprise, fatal to 
the interests and pursuits of the regular and more 
legitimate traders of the country • 

.. I cannot explain myself better on this head 
than in the words of an answer to my examina­
tion of July, 1831. A commercial resident, 

"anxious 10 promote the Company's interests, or 
dreading the consequences of disappointment in 
completing the Company'. investment, naturally 
desires to secure in its favour all !he advantages 
which power can give it. To this end mbitrsry 
and oppressive acts are encouraged or connived 
at, till the commission of them comes to be 
considered as zealous performance of official duty : 
and this must ever be the case where power and 
commercial_ dealings are committed to the same 
hando." . 

.. In Mr. Saunder's evidence, of March 1831, 
this spirit is slated to prevail, and the most 
arbitrary and oppressive acts to have been 
committed up to the year 1829, in those districts 



of Bengal where the Compmy'a silk factories 
are established. Mr. SaUDder's evidence is very 
important, in distinctly showing not only that a 
practice very similar to that above described .... 
the former practice at Sural, prevailed in the 
Bengal silk factoriea up to the latest period but 
that the Compmy's interference bad the elect of 
raising prices upwards of 40 per. cenL between 
the year 1815 and 1821; and that this high price 
continuing, so that great losseo were sustained on 
the sslee in Englmd, an attempt was made in 
1827, by an equally arbitrary proceeding, to 
reduce the prime cost of the article, and orders 
were accordingly given to cause it to be fixed 

, by the buyers of the commodity, without the leaat 
reference to the will or the intereat of the MIller •• 
" • • . • that wben a sovereign exercises trade, 
or a merchant is allowed the use of power. that 
power is, under all circumatances, and by whom­
soever administered, sure to be abused, and 
perverted to the moat pemicioua purposes. • • • 

" When I w .... in India, several treaties eDated 
with Native Princes, in which, where any branch 
of the Company's trade waa concerned, w likely 
to be promoted, stipulationa were invariably 
inserted, either for a monopoly of IUch br&Dch 
in favour of the Company, or to give the 
Company'. agenIB a preference in their dealioga 
therein over all private merchants. The biatory 
of Bengal contaius a seriea of the moat iniquitoua 
proceedinga founded on such treaties with the 
Naboba of Bengal. both preYioua and IUbaequent 
to the year 1165 _ • • • I believe the _ 
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principles 'to he' in force in the present day. 
of which some notable examples may he folllld 

lin the history of the late transactions regarding 
Malwa opium and treaties with Malwa princes." 

The only other query which we need refer 
to here is the last one, fliz.,. the eleventh, 
which ran a5/011ows: 

.. Can any measunos, not involved in previollS 
question., be '''ggested, calculated to advance the 
interest of Indian commerce, such as the improve­
ment or increase of the exp..-able productions 
of bulla, etc., eIC. .. 

It may be thought that thiS query was 
meant to do justice to the industries of India. 
But nothing of the sort was ever intended by 
the framers of it. Their 801e object was how 
to enrich their own countrymen at the expense 
of India. This is horne out by the majority 
of the replies given to the query. We will 
first reproduce below the answers of the four 
distinguished Chambers of Commerce which 
carried on trade with India. 

(1) One Mr. Henry Cougar in his 
.. Personal Narrative of the two years' im­
prisonment in Burmah"* writes : 
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" "The East India Company cOmpeted with 
the private trader in,&he production of raw .ilk. 
They had their commercial residents established 
in the different parts of the silk districts, whose 
emoluments mainly depended on the quantity of 
"ilk they secured for the Company, who permitted 
these agents «(lr ruidenl&. as they were termed) 
to charge them a certsin commission on its value. 

"The system pursued by OOih parties was 
this :-Advances of money before each bnnd or 
crop. were made to two classes of persons-first, 
to the cultivators who reared the cocoons: next, 
to the large claas of winders woo formed the mass 
of the popnlation of the slI1TOUnding villages. 
By the first, 'the raw material was secured; by 
the last the labour for working iL These 
advances were regarded as legal earnest money, 
or as pledges by the receivers to confine their 
~ealings to the party disbursing iL 

.. The larger the quanlity of silk the resident 
provided for his masters the greater was his 
remnneration,-a atate of things which naturally 
created a jealousy between the functionary and 
the private trader, as their interests clashed. But 
there was no equality in the competition, the 
one being armed with arhitrary power, the other, 
nol, I will state, a case of everyday occurrence. 

.. A native wishing 10 sell me the cocoons he 
produces for the season takes my advance of 
money; 8 village of winders does the same. Mter 
this contract is made, two of the Residents' 
servanta are despatched to the village, the one 
bearing a bag of rupees, the other a book, in 
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which to reimer the uames of the recipients. In 
vain does the man to whom. the money is offered 
protest that he has entered into It prior engage­
ment with me. If he refu .... to accept it, It rupee 
is I/&row.. inlo 1u. oouse, his name is written 
down before the witness who carries the bag, and 
that is enough. Under this iniquito,us proceeding, . 
the Resident, by the authority committed to him, 
forcibly seizes my property and my labourers 
even at my own door. 

« Nor. does the oppression stop bere. If I 
sued the man in Court for repayment of the money 
I had thus been defrauded of. the judge was 
compelled, before granting a decree in my favour, 
to ascertain from the Commercial Resident whether 
the defaulter was in debt to the East India 
Company. If he was, a prior decree was given 
to the Resident, and I lost my money. 

« Another weapon in the hand of the Resid ..... 
was the settlement of prices to be paid to the 
cultivators at the close of each season, the East. 
India Company'. price regulating that of the 
private trader. The higher the price, the greater 
his commission,-the money was not his own, and 
bis master bad a long purse." 

The Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
and East India Committee wrote: 

U The improvement and increase of the export­
able productiona of India would donbtless be a 
great good to India, and _ 10 ltul;,. merely, bill 
10 this coultlry. The improvement in the quality 
of Indian cotton is an object of paramount 

7 
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pnportarJce to the prosperity of the: colton manu­
lacturers of Great Britain, so much so that every 
facility should be afforded to the speedy develop­
ment <If whatever India is capable <If accomplish­
ing in this way; but we bave no .peciiic meuure '0 suggest, unless it be the obvioue one of 
1>ermitting B~tish subjects to hold laud." 

No comments are needed on the above 
reply of the Chamber of Commerce. It 
clearly shows (especially the passage we 
have put in italics) the selfish object the 
Chamber had in,_ view wben it made the 
above recommendation. 

The Glasgow Chamber of Commerce 
wrote: 

"Every improvement or increaee of the ex­
'portable production of India, would. no doubt 
have that efleet; and with a view effectually to 
promote such desirable objecte. we earnestly hope 
that the license system by the East India Company 
shall be entirely abolished, and every encourage­
ment and facility, conaistent with the aafety and 
tranqUillity of India. will be granted to British 
subjocte going there, from whoae skill, capital and 
enterprise most beneficial rosulte may reasonably 
be expected." 

The answer of the Glasgow Chamber also 
shows, like that of Manchester. that they 
wanted to benefit their own kith and kin and 
not the manufacturers of India. 
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The Liverpool East India Committee 
suggested, 
"that encouragement he given to men of talent, 
particularly acquainted with the best modes of 
raising and improving the diJierent products of 
India, to settle in the interior of the country." 

The Hull Committee also made the same 
suggestion as did the Liverpool East India 
Committee. Then it concluded by saying : 

.. Since the Directors of the Company have 
been the monarchs of onr vast poeoessiODS in 
India, no facilities of communication with the 
interior by roads have been alforded, nor has 
any improvement in the culture of its soil and its 
various products been made; . • • . How widely 
different would the condition he of this important 
part of the globe., and its vast population., were 
the Company to confine themselves to' ~ 
magisterial duties, and no longer act on the 
narrow principles of rival and monopolizing 
merchants! The advantages arising from such a 
change (the right of colonization being granted) 
would he incalculable. both to ourselves and the 
native inhabitants of India; to ourselves it wonld 
alford a most inviting opportunity for the invest. 
ment of capital; he an inuhaustible source for 
the extension of commerce and manufactures, and 
for the employment of shipping; a source in these 
respects more bighly important hecanse free from 
foreign competition and control. It would alford 
inducements to the emigrant far beyond either 
Canada, tbe United States, or New -Holland; and 
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would greatly and permanently improve our 
national as well as individual prosperity. A. to 
Me lUItiues of IMUJ. rIoU clumge oj 6Y- wmJJ 
"'M, by their incr_ed intercoune wilIo BriIo .... 
to enlig"'- tIIUI cir1ilise "-. to dispel Me 
horror. 0/ their lfUpermtioal idokmy, tIIUI gretJll,. 
to facilitate Iheir imprmH!menl, gtml!ral _1 fare 
tIIUI koppines •. H 

Yes, . Indians may be civilized off the 
face of the earth by famine and plague and 
other epidemics following on the track of the 
impoverishment of the people in consequence 
of the ruin of their industries. 

Most of those gentlemen who replied 
to this query demanded encouragement to 

~ their countrymen to settle in India, without 
which, they thought. the interests of Indian 
Commerce would not be advanced. Accord· 
ing to Mr. Larpeot the measures proposed 
to benefit Indian Commerce were : 

u 1. A remodelling of the Customs table.J 
2. Equalization of the duties on Indian sugar. 
3. Reduction of duties OD Indian cotton and 

silk manufactures, which pay here 10 ""d 20 p« 
cent. ad valorem, whilst British mlIDufactmea in 
Indi. pay 21 per eeut. only. 

4. Opening of new p_ for the importation 
of Indian goods. and _ion of the bondiD« 
system into the interior of the kingdom on articles 
heavily tued. : r ~ 
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and although ..., have been so long in poese!I8ion 
of the country. the roads within 30 miles of 
Calcntta are impassable for carriages in the rainy 
....... n.~ 

wen. Mr. Wood forgot that India 
appeared to the Britishers to be a milch-cow 
whom it was their duty to go on milking 
without giving it any sustenance. Mr. Wood 
was not aware of the fact that it was not 
considered in those days the dut,. of the 
British Indian Government to construct roads 
and canals in India for the benefit of the 
natives of this country. Thus, Mr. N. B. 
Edmonstooe, who had filled very high offices 
in India. in his evidence as a witness be( ore 
the Parliameotary Committee 011 the 16th 
ApriL 1832, was asked : 

" 1710. Since we have derived a large 
revenue from the territory of lotlia. amounting 
DOW to £20.000,000 annually. caD yon point 10 

any great improve_ in the way of public: 
worb, such as .,orb for irrigation. roads. bridges. 
or any great public worb in the country by 
which any marks appear of the benelib derived 
from oor Empire there?~ 

In reply, Mr. Edmonsfone said: 
_ "Nat /rDm public reorb; dUll has ~olly 
bee.. kfr It> the iNllUIry -.l ./All DI the JIIIIir1e 
ltJuuJAo14ers. There has been 0.... work of that 
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description that has been of very great importance, 
the renewal of some canals anm-Iy drawn from 
the Jumna in the north·west quarter of India, 
which have been carried through a great extent 
of arid territory, and been- productive of very 
~ increase of revenue.." 

. Mr. Edmonstone was then further asked: 
.. 1711. In that single and small sample, is 

there not evidence of the vast benefits that a 
paternal government might confer upon that 
country?" 

He said: 
.. I am not aware in what manner the public 

resources could be applied in the way. All the 
lands being private property, it necessarily 
depends upon the proprietors of those lands to 
introduce aueh works and improvements as they 
lind calculated to promote their own interests." 

The above characteristic reply of Mr. 
Edmonstone should he home in mind hy 
our. present day rulers who look upon land 
revenue not as tax hut mere rent and who 
say that the people have no 'private right in 
the land. 

Mr. Rickard's reply was the most 
important, and it covers more than five pages 
of the folio volume. He wanted reforms in 
the administration of India and he concluded 
his reply by saying : 
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.. Should these reforms be fOUDd to conduce 
to the internal prooperity of India, the objects 
desired in !his question would be most fully 
accomplished; for by increased prooperity on the 
one hand. and the entire abolition of the C0m­
pany's trade on the other, the most diectual 
measures, as well direct as indirect, would thus 
be adopted, to advance the interests of Indian 
CoIDIIIen:e, and not only to increue the export­
sble produetioDS of India, bnt those of Britain 
also .. " 

The reforms which Mr. Ric k a r d s 
proposed were far.reaching in their con­
sequences, and had they been granted. there 
woUld not have been that amount of dis­
content in India which exists now. He was 
in favour of conferring 011 the natives of this 
country a modified system of representative 
govemmenL He also pointed out the un· 
fairness and injustice in levying heavy duties 
on Indian imports in England. He wrote ! 

.. The rates of duty imposed on Indian 
imports into Brilllin, when compared with the 
IlUllllption from duty of British staples into India 
(cotton goods being subject to a duty only 21 
per cent.). constitute an important feature in the 
present question. Indians within the Company'. 
j1lrisdiction, Uke English, ScoIdl or Irish, are 
equally .objects of the British Govemmenl. To 
make invidious distinc!io.... favoring ODe clasa, 
bnt oppressing another, ail being subjects of the 
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same empire, cannot be reconciled with the 
principles of justice; and while British imports 
into India are thus so bighly. favored, 1 know 
that Indo·British subjects feel it a great grievance 
!hat their commodities when imported into 
England should be 80 enormously.taxed." 

". • • • the system of duties on British 
goods imported into India, compared with those 
on Indian goods imported into Britain, hath being 
equally the property of British subjects, it is 
liable to this inconsistency, that British staples 
imported into India are admitted duty free, """­
as Indian produce is charged with enormous 
duties in this country, many articles of ordinary, 
consumption being subject to duties exceeding 100, • 
and from that up to 600 per cenL, while one 
article as high as 3,000 per 00IIt.". • • • 

"But the greatest obstruction of all to the 
extenaion of Indian Commerce hath internal and 
external, is the land-tax, oM-Mlf 0/ 1M gross 
produee 0/ 1M soil; an impost Which paralyses 
i the energies of the great maas of the people by 
consigning them to irretrievable poverty." 

But Mr. Rickards spoke. to deaf ears; he 
was crying in the wilderness. No one paid 
any heed to what he said. 

The poverty of Indians pointed ont by 
Mr. Richards has grown from bad to worse. 
The result is that their purchasing power is 
aery low, 80 much 80 that 'the home market 
for Indian manufactures is extremely limited. 
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The same thing is true of external markets 
also due to the currency and exchange policy 
of Government. -'The raising of the exchange 
rate from Is. 4d. to Is. 6d. has meant that a 
commodity valued at Re. 1 which could be 
sold for Is. 4d. before has now to be sold 
for Is. 6d. In order to compete, Indian 
manufacturers must however continue to sell 
at Is. 4d. and thus get less than a rnpee. 
incurring a loss or diminishing the profit. 
Not only this, the import of foreign manu­
factures into India is facilitated. For 
instance, a British commodity worth £1 which 
had formerly to be sold in India for Rs. 15 
when the exchange was Is. 4d. can now be 
sold for Rs. 13 Sa. 4p. with the exchange 
at Is. 6d. Thus it can be sold at a lower 
rnpee value compared with corresponding 
Indian manufactures, which are naturally 
very hard hit in this way . . 

. This is by no means the only or the chief 
injury to Indian industries. ~uring the War 
when India supplied stores and materials 
but did not or could not buy foreign things. 
she had a heavy balance of trade in her 
favour. This was held in sterling mostly at 
the rate Is. 4d., i.e., Rs. 15 to the pound. 
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When the time came for' bringing these 
accumulated savings. home; Government 
deliberately cheapened sterling by raising 
the exchange 'rme. Up to the end of 
September 1920, Reverse Councils to the 
value of £55 million was sold for Rs. 42.32 
crores; in other words, £55 million held in 
London on account of India was appropriated 
by the Secretary of State, Government here 
paying out only Rs. 42.32 crores in exchange. 
Assuming that the £55 million was acquired 
at Is. 4d., i.e., at a cost of Rs. 82.50 crores, 
the loss was Rs. 40.18 crores. If exact 
exchange rates ruling on different dates are 
taken, the loss comes out at R somewhat 
lower figure, viz., Rs. 33 crores. In addi· 
tion to this, there was a contribution of 
1£100 million, the voluntary character of 
lwhich is strictly comparable to that of Tudor 
.. benevolences.» 

The destruction of so much capital made 
lit impossible for Indian industries to take 
ladvantage of post-war conditions in the sam~ 
way as those of other countries. The scanty 
capital that was available in the country was 
seized by Government, which had to borrow 
repeatedly in order to meet beavy deficits 
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brought on by 00stly ez!ravapnce and mis­
management of public fin8""". The surplus 
about which SO much noise was made by 
Sir Basil Blackett was more a'pparent than 
real, for that was ,.....Ii"'" by keeping 
taxation on the ino~tely ¥ post-war 
level and there was _"relief afforded" to 
IndiaD industries save the ab9lition of cotton 
excise duty, which was however grossly in­
adequate to mitigate the injury of the high 
exchange rate." . " 

Not only in the long term capital market 
through Government loans. honda and cask 
certificates, but also in the short term moneY 
market, Government is a keen competitor 
and offers very high interest on Treasury " 
Bills. It is no wooder tbat there is a 

"" money famine" The reperenssions of 
these conditions on Indian industries and 
trade do not require any elaboration. 



CHAPI'EB. V 
.' . 

GRANTING OF ·SPECIAL PRIVILEGES 
TO BIUTISBERS IN INDIA 

The En~lish philosopher Herbert Spencer 
wrote the following letter to Baron Kaneko 
of Japan: ' 

", Respecting the further questions you ask, 
let me, in the first plaoe. answer generally that 
the Japanese policy should, I think, he that of 
l;uping AmericoM and ElITopetJ1U ... much tD' 
po .. ihle til arm' 4 length. In the p"""""" of 
more powerful races your position is one of 
chronic danger, and you should take every pre­
"""tion to give as little foothold as possible to 
foreigners . 

.. It seems ~o me that the only forms of 
intercourse which you may with advantage permit 

. are th_ which are indispensable for the schaDI\" 
of comm~ditiea-importation and exportation of 
physical and mental producIB. No further privi­
leges should. be allowed to people of other racea 
than' is aheolutely needful for the achievaneat 
of these ends, Apparently you are propoaing by 
revision of th .. treaty with the Powers of Europe 
and America to open the whole Empire to 
foreigners and forei~ capital. I regret this as a 
fatal policy. If you wish to see what is likely 
to happen, atudy the history of IndiL" 
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It was evidently "with reference tD the 
above letter that The Modern Review for 
November,.1921, (pp: 619·620) wrote! 

«It was a very sane advice given to a 
Japanese gentleman by Herbert Spencer that 
the Japanese government should not give any 
commercial or industrial concee8ions to any 
Eu.ropean nation in Japan. The grant of ouch 
concessions ultimately leads to the annexation, or 
what the modem Eu.ropeano call conquest, of the 
country which grants them concessions. It is the 
introduction of the thin end of the wedge in the 
body politic of the co_ion·giving country 
which brings about its subversion and ruin. Very 
truly has an American author said : 

.. The most mined method. of ......,.atiGa are through 
loans and raiJ:way8. The weak nation borrows. and the 
'interest is not paid. The lender takee p0B&e8Sion 'Of the 
Jcustom-houees to collect the mterett on the debt IUId 
if is ftry easy £01' custom·house eODZroI to 8pl'e8d to the 
.... trol 0/ the towns ... d thea the country . . . By the 
railway conquest the undeveloped natioa. agreea that • 
railway shall be built in its territory- by Jepl'e&entativee 
of some more powerfuJ nation. Such were the RUllman 
milway .. ...,..,.. Manchuria to V1adi_ and to Port 
Anhur. The railways and the work ..... hereon requiJed 
protection. The difference between police protection ad 
an. army js a liDe that has Ilne:r IJeeD pointed out and 
Rusaian eolmn. iD peat muhitodee entered Manchuria, 
which the whole worJd reeopieed in • few ,..,. .. 
eMeDtiaUy • Rusaian provincey .. Egypt is an EogIitb 
pro'riJlCe, despite the tJO'Rreiga. claim. of an ornate 
Khedi.., in Cairo and a despotic SuI_ of Con_liDople. 
By the war 0/ 1904 Ja...., took the righta to .. me of 
the Maochuriau roiIwa,. from Bollia by force. Chiaa 
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was no Ie88- dismembered by the eh~ in concessionaires 
'" were really conquvora."· 

. The ruin of Indian' trade and industries 
as well as the political downfall of India 
may he said to have dated from the day 
when the Mogul Jdnperor, with the generosity 
and magnanimity characteristic of an Asiatic 
Sovereign, granted such terms to the foreign 
Christian merchants of the British nationality 
trading in India which no modem Christian 
power would ever think of giving to any 
Christian or non-Christian people. Under 
the guise of traders, the foreigners were· 
Conspiring for the conquest of India. Un­
fortunately, the plot of the scheming and 
designing foreigners was not discovered, nay, 
not even suspected hy the simple-minded 
folks of that country. Whether the latter 
would have been able to avoid heing 
entrapped in the net which the foreigners 
were weaving round them, had they dis 
covered or even suspected it in time, is a 
question which it is not necessary to consider 
here. But ever since the British acquired 
power in India, it has been their systematic 
policy not to develop and encourage the 

*lnd .. tri4I tmd CommerciBl Go_hy by 1. Rusoell 
Smith, Ne" York. Henry Holt and Company, 19l3. 
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indigenouS industries and trade of India and 
to paint Indians. as ,lacking in energy and 
business' capacity, incapable of organizing 
industries. hoarding their wealth and not 
investing the same for the creation and main­
tenance of new industPies. All this animus 
against Indians is explained by the proverb 
which Says that " one hates the person whom 
he has injured." 

Even when India shall have won Swaraj 
the foreign~wned railways. industries and 
other business enterprises will most probably 
he used successfully to keep India in ec0-

nomic bondage, which may again lead to 
political bondage. 

It was the grant of the special privileges 
to the English merchants which led to the 
conspiracy against Siraj-ud.Dowlah and the 
Battle of Plassey. .. Give them an inch and 
they will ask for an ell." The British 
merchants were never satisfied with what they 
had got but asked for more and more and 
this led to their conspiring against Meer 
Qasim and his dethronement. They behaved 

.like a pack of hungry wolves or vultures. 
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According to Herbert Spencer, • 
"The Anglo-Indians of -the last 18th century 

-' birds of prey and passagt,' "IS'" they were 
styled by Burk......,..bowed themselves only a shade 
less cruel than their - prototypes of ,Peru and 
Mexico. Imagine bow black must have been their 
deeds, -when even the Directors of the Company­
admitted that • the vast fortunes acquired in thel 
inland trade have been . obtained by a Scene' ofj 
the most tyrannical and oppressive conduct that' 
was ever known in any age or country." Conceive 
the atrocions state of' society described by 
Vansittart, who teU. us that the English compelled 
the nativea to buy or sell at just what rates they 
pleased, on pain of Bogging or confinement." 
.< Social SIatic., 1st edition, p. 367). 

The monoPQlies of the East India 
Company proved detrimental to Indian trade 
.and industries. In his work on Considera­
. tions on Indian affairs, William Bolts says 
that the reason of' the East India Company 
for taking over the Dewany of Bengal. Behar 
and Orissa was 
.. to enable the gentlemen who planned and 
adopted this mode of government to establish 
such monopolies of the trade of the country, and 
even of the common necessaries of life, for their 
own private emolument, and to the subversion of 
the natural rights of all mankind as to this day 
remain unparalleled in the history of any govern­
ment .. " 

8 
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The Select Committee of the Governor's 
Council decided on the 10th August, 1765. 

: to establish 'a monopoly in the trade.of ~lt. 
betel-nut and tobacco. This was made-known 
to the public as follows: . 

. C4.Advertieement 
, . 

.. The Honowable th~ Court of Dinlcl<lrS ha,n,g 
thought proper to send out particular ord ... for limiting 
the wand trade, in the. article. of salt, beteHull aDd 
toba~ the .. me i. BOW to he carried GILt iD confo.rmity 
to th ... ordero,' by a public moty of propriet .... to he 
formed for thai purpo8O; and .... ~ riBh. to tM 

I tTaIk 01 Ihou orticl .. will be fl''''" in this -=idy, by 
. ... aatAorUy de1if1ed /rom tM Coml""'Y .. d /rom tM 

Nabob, all .......... of penona depend .... _ the 
Honoarable Company's government are hereby Ilric:dy 
prohibited from deallng in aDY _t, dincIIy or 
indirectly, in the article. of eaIt, betel-nut aDd tobacco. 
from the date henof; thai i. to oay, that they &hall _ 
eDta into any DeW engagemeats, wileaa as contractors.. 
either for the purehaee or sale of thOle artieles, with 
the society of trade. ff ' 

.. The 'farce of using the Nabob's name," 
says Bolts, .. was thought convenient to be played, 
as is usual in all dark acts of this double 
government. The reader will bave perceived, as 
well in the prooeedings of "'" Company as in 
the foregoing English advertisement, that this 
Nabob, if he must be 80 called, is introduoed 
as joining with the Conunittee, and consenting 
to the ruin of his subjects, the poor people of the 
country, who could not, for that reason, pretend 
to, or entertain even a hope of redress." 
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The following is a samPle of the 
Mutchalkas or obligatory bonds taken from 
the< zemindars to whom perwan.tJhs were 
,iSsued in ~e name of the Nabob. ' 

, ". • • , I will on no account trade' with 
any ether persOn for the oalt to be made in the 

,year 1173 (Bengali ,style); lind without their 
"order ,I 'will not otherwise make away ,with or 
dispose. of .. single grain of salt; but whatever 
salt shall be made within the dependenciea of 
my Zemindari, I will faithfully deliver it all, 
withoUt delay to the said Society, and I shall 
receive the money according to the agreement 
which I shall make in writing; and I will deliver 
the whole and entire quantity of the salt produced, 
and without the leave of the said Company I 
will not carry to any other place nor sell to any 
other person a single measure of salt. H such 
a thing should he proved against me, I will pay 
to the sircar of the said Society a penalty of five 
rupees for every ,,!aund." 

The Committee then started business by 
appointing European agents throughout the 
interior at all the important marts and centres 
of trade. 

Bolts made an elaborate estimate of the 
actual profits of this monopoly, and came to 
the following conclusion : 

"By this eatimate, which we hope will he 
allowed very just by all persona acquainted with 
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the braRch of which we treat, jt appears, that 
upon the trade of two years there has been to 
the amount of six-hundred and seventy-three 
thousand one hundred and seventeen pounds 
stelling collected for the benefit of abouf sixty 
persons from the natives 'iu general. upon- this 
single monopoly of what are consideoed there to 
be aU necessaries of life (and the most material 
one is actually such iu all countries) more than 
they wonld have paid for the same, IW:I -the trade 
continued open and free to aU who paid the 
established dulies." 

As might be expected. the monopoly led 
to the rapid decay· of the manufacture of 
salt in Bengal, The districts which used to 
produce salt were those which were washed 
by the infiux of the tide from the sea, for 
about sixty miles up the rivers from the 
bottom of the bay • 

.. Many of those lands produce nothiug bUl 
salt, from whlch the whole of their revenue arises; 
bUI from the situation 0' the private trade of the 
counlly, as well as, in particular. from the 
ftueluating tenor of orders isaned at CalcUlta 
relative to this Irade, none of the natives woulcl 
at the time, or even since, venture to make salt, 
IInieas privately concerned with, or protected by. 
anme gentleman of power and in8uence iu the 
aervice of the Company." 

.. The nit-makers. called Molnnguees. came np 
to Calcutta in a body 10 petition for liberty to 
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remove their salt before the swelling of the rivers; 
and the ,.riter has seen above 200 of them 
surround the Governor'.. palanquin . for that 
purpose, on the high road, and falling prostrate 
. on their faces before him. They were referred 
to the Dewan, * thoUgh. the very man against 
whom they; complained; and before they could 
-ebtain an order .. their salt was washed away." , . 

. . The- weaving industry was ruined from 
the Company's desire to keep the entire 
trade in its own hands, without a rival or 
competitor. 

«Every manreuvre of those who govern the 
Eoglish East India concerns, and particularly in 
Asia, seems to have heen calculated with a view 
to facilitate the monopolising of the whole interior 
trade in Bengal. To eHect this, inconceivable 
oppressions and hardships have been practised 
towards the poor manufacturers and workmen of 
the country, who are, in fact, monopolised by the 
Company as 50 many slaves. t 

• The Buyo OJ' Dew ....... aati...e oiicer employed 
by every European: of consequence senjDg UDder the Eat 
India Company. His function. have heeD thWl 8lIIDJDaJ'iaed 
hy B.1 .. :-" In abon, he p........ oioclJ _ mono 
po.us over hi. master thaa can be .!AlDed in this 
... LOIJy (EnglaDd) b, any YOIlDg _d.tJniI,' ...... ard, 
money·1""der and mi,,,,,.. all put _,bet: aDd fnrthet 
serves very conveniently sometime, on a public disev. 
aion.. to latha such acts or proceedings as his .maater 
dare8 noI AVOW." 

t Boll .. C.n3i.kToti.". OIl Indian AIIIir .. LondoD, 
1772, p. 72.' 
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« Various and innumerable are the methods 
of oppressing the poor weavers, which are daily 
practised by the Company's agents and gomostabs 
in the OODntty; such as by fines, imprisonmenls, 
floggings, forcing bonds from them, etc., by which 
the number of weavers in the COUBtty has been 
greatly decreased. The natural eonsequences 
whereof have been the scarcity, dearness and 
debasement of the manufactures, as well as· a 
great diminntion of the revenues,·. • . . The 
severities practised towards those people, who are 
generally both manufacturers and husbandmen, 
are ocarcely to be described; for it frequently 
happens, . . • • that while the officers of the 
colleetions are distressing them one way for their 
established rents, the peons from the Company's 
gomootahs on the other hand, are pressing them 
for their goods in such a manner as to put it out 
of their power to pay their renIs. • • • • Such 
a practice cannot otherwise be considered than 
like the idiot practice of killing the prolific hen 
to get her golden eggs all at once. t . . . . The 
weaver, therefl)re, desiroWl I)f obtaining the just 
price of his labour, frequently ttlempls to sell 
his cloth privately to others, particularly tl) the 
Dutch and French gomootahs, who are always 
ready to receive it. This occasions the English 
Company'. gomoatah to set his p8l>DS over the 
weaver to watch him, and not unfrequently to cut 
the piece out of the loom when nearly finishedf; 

.. Ibid., p. 74-­
t IW" Po 1'111. 
~ lllid., p. 193. 
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.. ,' .~ With every species of monopoly, there­
fo~' every kind of oppression to manufacturers 
of all denominations throughout the whole country 
has daily increased; in so much that weavers, 
for daring to sell their goods, and Dallals and 
Pykars Jor having contributed to and connived 
at such sales,. have, by the Company's agents, been 
£requemly seized and imprisoned, con6ned in 
irons, fined considerable aums of money, flogged 
and deprived, in the moot ignominious manner, 
of what they eateem most valuable, their castes. 
• • . . In the time of the Mngal Government, 
and even in that of the Nabob Alivardi Khan, 
the weavers manufactnred their goods freely, and 
without oppression; and though there is no such 
thing at present, it was then " common practice 
for reputable families of the Tanti or weaver 
caste, to employ their own capitals in manufactur­
ing goode which they aold freely on,;heir own 
accounts. There ia a gentleman, now in England, 
who in the time of that Nabob, has purchased 
in the Dacca province in one morning eight 
hundred pieces of muslin at hie own door, aa 
brought to him! by the weavers of their own 
accord. It was not till the time of Siraj·ud·Dowlah 
that oppressions of the nature now described. 
from the employing of gomostahs, commenced 
with the increaaing power of the English Company, 
• . . • • and the same gentleman was also in 
Siraj.ud.Dowlah'. time witness to the fact of 
above seven hundred families of weaveIS, in the 
districts round lungalharry, at once abandoning 
their country and their professions on account of 



<>ppreosiom of !his Dalule, whicll were tIum 
only commencing.· This last kind of workmen 
[winders of raw silk] were pursued .n!h sacla 
rigoar durn.,; Lord Clive'. late governmenl in 
lIougal, from • zeal for increasing !he Company'. 
iJn. ... "+eot of raw silk, !hal !he most sacred Jaws 
of society were alroc:iously violaled, . . ; ."t 

The weavers used country cotton, cal1ed 
Mpas. which was produced in Bengal and 
was also imported in large quantities from 
the north-west, down !he lamuna and the 
Ganges. The Company imposed a doty of 
30 p. Co upon such cotron, and forced the 
manufacturer 10 boy Sural cotton. wbiclJ !hey 
imported by sea. and thos accelerated the 
ruin of !he industry. 

" 'The .public monopoly DeSl in roooequeoce. 
as of late pr~ ... , .... t-n that of pi~oods 
for !he marbIs of B_rah. Jedda, Mocha, 
Bombay. Sund aad Madra.. Of Ihoae goods there 
are many _ ..-hid> !he EDgIisb Company do 
_ deal in such as at Dacca, IIIe coarser kinde 
of Mulmals. ealIed, AuDDdy, Hyati, So~ang. 
aad Sberl>ulty; aad al Coasimhaa:ar aad Radha­
""!lore, aeveral sorts of Sarles, ealled Olappa, 
Muga, Temp,.. Tarn:haady, aad Mulra; also 
s.:.... irs aad Soocy-Saries, Cutaata. aad Tafieties, 
Ae., in !he prorision of wbidl aev..u.e ...... m>der 

• ' .... JL ICJS. 
t li<4, JL 194. 
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the same inftuence, like OppressiOIlS are practised 
as ~or the Company's investment.» 

Writes Bolts : 
"We have seen all merchanta from the 

interior paris of Asia effectually prevented from 
having'any mercantile intercourse with Bengal, 
while at the same time, the natives in general 
are in fact deprived of all trade within those 
provinces, it heing wholly monopolised by a few 
Company'. """"ao18 and their dependant&. In 
such a situation what commercial country can 
flourish? • • • . 

"While the Compaay and their substitutes, by a 
eub-diviaiDn of the righ •• of mankind, in the unrestrained 
esercise of every epeciee .of floluce and inju.stice, are 
thu8 suffered to monopolise DOt only the manufaeturee 
but the manufacturers of BeDgalt and thereby totally repel 
that far greater iDiluz. of wealth which used to stream 
in from the commeroe of Asia: and Iik...... by every 
method they eon faI",,1y practise, oImruc:t the trade of 
the other European DatiOllS with those provinces whieh 
io the only other iDle' of wealth .bey possibly .... bs.." 
and at the ume ame, while they are contiaually draining; 
off from thence immeD8e I!IUDlB aIUIually for Chin., Madras, 
Bombay aDd other p)a~ the eoDeequeDce cannot proYe 
other than beggary and. ruin to those inestimable 
territories." 

The Government of India never ceased 
granting special privileges to Britishers. It 
was brought out in evidence before the 
Parliamentary Committee of 1858 on the 
colonization of India, how these privileges 
were given to them at the expense of the 
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children of the Indian soil. It is slated in 
The Modern Review for May, 1912, p. 461 : 

Take for instance, the case of tea-plantations. 
How the tea-planters were assisted in the industry 
will be evident from the following questions put to, 
and the anawer given to them by Mr. J. Freeman, 
who appeared as a witness . before the Select 
Committee on colonization: 

"1922. Ate you not aware that both in Assam and 
Kumaon the Governm.... ....bliahed .... plantati.... for 
the ____ of tryi"" esperimen ... for the sake 
of the .. ttl.... and with the ""'"'"" obi_ of bandiq 
_ their plantationo to the 8OHIeto, .. 0001l .. the 
esperimeet had been ahowa •• he sucoeseful, and as ..... 
.. ..tilers oould he fGOOd willing to take them?-That 
is wha. I refer to; that in the fint mooting of lit. caIIi­
Yauon of tea the Government: took the iniei.me and 
eneonnged it, and went to eome expeIl" io taking the 
..........,. _ towmds it. Tbm oome EuropeaDO took 
it up on • larger ~ mel that attempt 'WU Dot sacceu-. 
ful; but Mmewbere about 14 yean .. ~ in consequeace 
of this new amuigemeot, where the Government ~ them 
more favonrable terms about the land that they 1ftre 
to oonoode to them, from !hat arooe the preoen. com_yo 

·tMicA ltas amied il .111 io tI ....,. ___ ....,. toIaicA. 
witloout 1M E.....,. mIk" ....t rlmr capittJl, 1 don ... 
1OOuld ..... ( ..... ) be ... el:m 

"1922. Did not tbe em in fact bear the 
wbole of the _ of the "'I"'ri_ and hand ..... 
both io A...... and Knmaoa, their plantatiOllO to the 
... tI .... on very liberal terma?-That I a", U",,-,"Dred 
with.. I will not say that it W88 80 or that it ".. not so.. 

"1924. Did DOt the Government send Mr. Fortnne. 
and other. before him i_ Chioa to get oeed, aod to get 
tea-marken. Chiueae and othenrite, to inform thea .. 
to the Cbineoe ayo_ of ... lIu ... for tbe ___ _ 
and eoIe object of iootructinc the ... 1Ien in Indi.1-1 
do Dot kn~ for certain whether thar el':perimem: 'WU 
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Thus it will be seen how the European 
tea-planters have been benefited· at the 
expense of the natives of India_ But the 
Government have never done anything to 
encourage any purely Indian concern as they 
have done the tea industry carried on by 
Anglo-Indians. The /ling at the natives of 
the country by the witness. which we have 
italicized in the above extract, is quite sense­
less. for no native has ever been encouraged 
in the same manner as the European settlers. 

It is for the benefit of the European tea-­
planter that that Act, up to this day, stands 
on the pages of the Indian Statute Book­
an Act which the late Hon'ble Rai Bahadur 
Krista Das Paul. Col. E.. was compelled to 

I condemn as legalising slavery in India_ 

The Indian Government very generously 
offered to assist the Iron manufacturers of 
England, if some of them were to come to 
settle in India. Thus the same witness was 
asked : 
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"1927. Are yon aware that the Government 
have receJltly 8ent out a gentleman conversant 
with !he iron manufacture, and with him several 
assistants, to !he province of Kumaon, to intro­
duce the iro,; manufacture there? -1 have read 
of it, hut we oBered to do everything al our own 
expense. 

"1928. And the Government have atsted 
that, as soon as the experiment i8 shown to he 
successful, !hey are willing to hand over !he 
works to any Englishman that will undertake 
them?-Yes, thai may he ••• " 

Comments on the above are superfluous. 
Again, from time to time indigo-planters 

• have received pecuniary aids from Govern· 
, ment at the expense of the Indian tax·payer. 

So late as November 1917, Mr. KarinI­
bhoy Adamjee Peerbhoy in his evidence 
before the Indian Industrial Commission 
bitterly complained .. of the want of en­
eo~agement accorded by Government to 
purely Indian concerns." His evidence-­
both written and oral-covers about ten folio 
pages of the Minutes of evidence* of the 
Commission and deserves careful perusal by 
all interested in the subject. The President 
of the Commission, Sir Thomas Holland, 

• Vol. IV (pp. 501-523). 
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who had to resign, in 1921, the membership 
of the Executive Council of the Government 
of India for reasons which remain apparently 
unintelligible and mysterious to the public, 
did not like the exposure of the doings of 
the Government officials by the witness, whom 
he tried to browbeat and interrupt from 
speaking the truth. The naked truth was so 
unpalatable to the gallant knight-the Chris­
tian President of the Commission-that 
turning to the Press reporters, he said that 

.. The Press will regard that as their respG'" 
.ibilily if they publish accusations brought against 
any mdividual officer." 

The Muhamadan witness wa& more than 
a match for the Christian President when he 
said, 

«I wish 10 b. straight and candid to the 
Commiasion in uying that whatever my written 
evidence is in this pamphlet, my oral evid~nce 
shan appear m the Pre&S." 

Mr. A. R. Rangachari, Honorary 
Secretary, Madura Dyers' Association, 
Madura, in his evidence before the same 
Commission said : 

.. The maintenance of an excise duty on 
Indian mill-made cotton products and the recent 
enhancement of the aam. are directly opposed to 
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the dIorts of the Government towards industrial 
development." lat year. the Indian Government 
purchased wheat and indigo in India, for the 
English Government. The same solicitude shoald 
have prompIed the former to acquire for the 
Indian Government some dyes at least for the 
Indian dyers". • • • The Government did not 
sympathise with them. They still consider that 
their industry is assailed by the English dyers.~· 

Before the same Commission. Lala 
Harkishenlal also exposed the manner in 
which banks owned and managed by English. 
men treat Indian banks. His oral Evidence 
given on the 11th December, 1917, covering 
22 folio pages of the Minutes of evidence. 
did not make him a persona grata with the 
then British officials serving in the Punjab. 
This perhaps accounts for the persecution to 
which he was subjected by them in April, 
1919. In his evidence he spoke of 

.. a conspiracy set np with the determined object 
of destroying the banking of the Punjab, in which 
rOicial. and non-oOicials joined, and made every 
lPossible effort, and took every possible measure 
to destrqy banking which would have really done 
immense good to the provinoa and to outside. • • 
they did not waat Indian banking to flourish, and 

• Jndio Industrial CommiIllioD. MiDD'" of Erid ...... 
Vol. m. p. 481. 
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very likely they thought that left to ilself it would 
prove a formidable opponent or competitor to 
their business.'" 

In the course of his evidence he said : 

.. I also know that an applieati";' was made 
by a European to an Anglo-Indian hank for loan 
and he was first asked to state that this loan would 
DOt benefit any Indian in any form or shape; or 
any existing hank in any form or shape; and he 

\ was told that if he assured them of that the loan 
would be..negotiated, otherwise DOt." 

Is it any wonder that while undue 
privileges and concessions were given to 
British traders and merchants, Indian in­
dustries should have perished for want of 
support and encouragement by the State? 



CHAPTER VI 

HOW INDIAN ARTISANS WERE MADE TO 
DIVULGE THEIR TRADE SECRETS 

According to Bolts, whose "Considera­
tions on Indian Alfairs l' was published with­
in ten years after the battle of Plassey : 

"The oppressio.... and monopolies in trade 
which have been introduced of late, years but 
particularly within the last seven have been the 
principal causes of such a decrease in the real 
revenues of Bengal as may shortly be most severely 
felt by the Company_ For the Ryots, who are 
generally both landholders and manufacturers, by 
the oppressions of gomastas in harassing them for 
goods, are frequently rendered incapable of 
improving their lands and even of paying their 
rents; for which, on the other hand, they are 
again chastised by the officers of the revenue and 
no&. infrequently have by those harpies been 
necessitated to sell their children in order to pay 
their rents or otherwise obliged to fly from the 
country." 

Again, the same author wrote: 
"We come to consider a monopoly the moot 

cruel in its nature and most destructive in its 
consequences to the Company's atfairs in Bengal 
of all thai have of lale been established there. 
Perhaps it atands unparalleled in the history of 
any government thai ever existed on earth, 
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considered 88 a public act, and we shall not be less 
_nished when we oonaider the men who 
promoled it, and the reasons given by them 1m­
the establishment of sucb exclusive dealings in 
what may there be oonsidered as necessaries of 
life." 

It is recorded by Bolts that the Indian 
weavers 
.. upon their inability to perform such agreements 
88 have been forced upon them by the Company's 
agents, unwersally known in Bengal by the name 
of MulchulcaM. have had their goods seized and 
aold on the spot to make good the deficiency; 

\

and the winders of raw silk, called Nagoads, bave 
been treated also with Buch injustice, that instanees 
,have been known of their cutting off their th~ 
'to prevent their being forced to wind silL" 

It is not necessary to mention all the 
measures which in the early days of the East 
India Company led to the ruin of Indian 
industries. But all those measures did not 
bring ahout the total extinction of Indian 
manufactures and industries. For after all 
knowledge is power and the manufacturers 
of England were ignorant of many of the 
processes employed by Indian artisans in the 
manufacture of their articles and wares. * 

... We ... manufacturing people are still far hehi:Dd 
them (tile Inclianal."-Sir Thomas MUDI'O. See Tite 
Mokm 11. ....... Vo!. n. p. 5'1. 

9 
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The holding of the irst International Exhibi­
tion in 1851 was not only an incentive to the 
manufacturers of England to produce articles 
for the Indian markets, but it indirectly 
afforded them an opportunity to learn the 
trade secrets of Indian craftsmen. The 
English manufacturers left no slone unturned 
to wring out of the Indian artists the secret 
processes by which the latter succeeded in 
manufacturing their beautiful articles. 

A couple of years after the irst Inter­
national Exhibition, took place the renewal 
of the Charter of the East India Company. 
Several witnesses who appeared before the 
Parliamentary Committees appointed to 
inquire into Indian alIairs gave it in their 
evidence that English manufactnrers should 
be afforded facilities to have an extensive 
market for their articles in India. 

At the same time Dr. John Forbes Royle, 
'who had been in charge of the Indian 
Department of the first hitemational Exhibi­
tion, impressed upon the Court of Directors 
the importance of forming a Museum in 
London to permanently exhibit the products 
and manufactures of India. It is needless 
to say that the Court most gladly adopted 
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his scheme. because the Museum was to be 
established at the expense of India and it 
was to alTord bread and butter to a large 
number of inhabitants of England. But 
while completing the arrangements of this 
Museum he died in January, 1858. Dr. 
Forbes Watson was appointed as his 
successor. It was during his tenure of office 
that the last step leading to the destruction 
of Indian textile manufactures was taken. 

What this step was has been very 
well described by Dr. Watson himself. He 
wrote: 

"Specimens of all the important Textile 
Manufactures of India exiating in the Slbres of 
the Indian Museum have been collected in eiglrteen 
large .volumes. of which twenty seta have been' 
prepared, each set being as nearly as possible an 
"""ct counterpart of the others. The eighteen 
volumes. forming one set, contaia 700 specimens 
illustrating, in a complete and cODvenient manner, 
thi". branch of Indian Manufactures. The lwenty 
sets are to be distribukd in Great Britoin and 
Indi4--thirree.. in the JOTIMr and seve.. i.. the 
lauer~o that there will be twenty places, each 
provided with a collection exactly like all the 
others, and 80 arranged as to admit of the inter­
change of references when desired." 

The passage which we have italicised in 
the above extract shows that the authorities 
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did not possess any sense of proportion when 
they distributed thirteen sets in Great Britain 
and seren only in India. 

The distribution of the seven sets in India 
Wa.&. an afterthought.. It was not the original 
intention of the authorities, as is evident from 
what Dr. Forbes Watson wrote! 

"The .. riginal intention was that the whole 
of the tweDty sets would be distributed in this 
country (England). Further consideration, how· 
ever, poinls to the expediency of placing 8 certain 
number of them in India: 1st, because this course 
will facilitate thooe trade operations between the 
two countries which it i. the object of the work 
to promote and encourage; and 2ndly, because 
it is p ..... ible that the collection may be of direct 
use to the Indian manufacturer. • . • • 
• " It seems to be clearly for the advantage of 
India that every facility should be given to the 
introduction, from this country. of such manu­
factures 88 can be supplied to the people there 
more cheaply· than by hand labour on the spol. 

• A. to this cheap..... it ahould be borne in mimi 
that the poore< clasae. in India for whose benefit cloth 
WQ sought to be made cheap hue always used the 
cooner fabri... Th... product. of the !wIdl..... .... 
even now cheaper than Manchester pods, considering 
that the former last much 1~6 But our f.brics were 
formerly u.uaU, eheo .... in price than Eogliob teoti1 ... 
sa Mr. Robert Brown aoid befoee the Lord', Committee 
which aat before the renewal of the E. L Compaay'a 
Charter iD 1813, See the J .... ..,. (l9081 DUmber of 
TAe Modnn R ....... p. 28, and the December (19071 
numher. p. 54S., 
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The many will thus be benefited 8Dd the hard· 
ship which may p058ibly fall upon the few will 
not be serious or long·felt, since their labour 
will BOOn be diverted into new and, in all pro­
bability, more profitable channel .. 

"The c~/ adVanlGge, lwwever, wkiJ.' is 
likely to auerul Ike di&lribution in India oJ .. 
certain number oJ Ike .ets 0/ Testile Specimen< 
will, it i& believed, fJTi&e from Ike opporlUnUy 
which will 'hereby be aIJordetl to Ike agent in 
1rulia 0/ directing Ike attention 0/ 1W corru· 
pondem here (Englcarul) to the orlicte. .uiJ.ed to 
the Tequirements oj his cOIllJitubW.'J 

We have italicised the Jast paragraph. 
as in it the writer unmasks himself. 

The places to which the thirteen sets 
were alloted in Great Britain and Ireland 
were as follows: Belfast, Bradford, Dublin, 
Ediuburgh, Glasgow, Halifax, Huddersfield, 
Liverpool, Macclesfield, Manchester, Preston, 
Salford and the India Museum, London. 
Dr. John Forbes Watson was sorry that this 
distribution still left" some important places 
unsupplied. These are, however, in almost 
every instance situated near to one or other 
of the selected localities." 

Regarding the distribution of the seven 
sets in India, Dr. Watson recommended 
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" that a set be placed in each of the f ollow­
ing places, viz., Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, 
Kurrachee, the North-Western Provinces, the 
Punjab, and lastly in Berar . 

. • " With respect to the three last·named 
divisions either Allahabad, Mirzapore, or Agra in 
the North·Western Provinces, Umrilsur or Lahore 
in the Punjab, and Oomrawattee or Nagpore in 
Berar, will probably be found the most suitable, 
but it may be left to the respective Governments 
of the divisions in question to decide on the exact 
locality." 

The set for the North-Western (now the 
United) Provinces is not kept in anyone of 
the cities recommended by Dr. Watson. It 
is kepi in the Provincial Museum, Lucknow, 
to which place it was transferred from the 
Allahabad Museum in September, 1878. 
Lucknow is not a centre of any textile 
industry and therefore the set is kept there! 

Dr. Watson proceeded-
.. Regarding the conditions on which the Pft 

should be presented,-the first should be that due 
provision should be made for its permanent pro­
tection, and that freedom of access be dorded 
to all properly recommended and practically 
interested persons . 

.. The sets should be assigned in trust to the 
chief commercial authorities in the ... Iected places, 
for the use DOt only of those connected with the 
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district in which they are deposited, but of no ... 
residents also, who can show a practical mrer­
in Textile manufactures. The proposed plan of 
sending seven of the sets to India diminishm the 
number of commercial oentres in this C01IDIry 
which will receive a copy, and it therefore 
becomes more _ary that those which do get 
one should be required 10 make it easy of """""" 
to agents, merchants, and manufadureni who 
reside in those which do not." 

It was made a condition that the 
authorities in the selected distri,cts should 
undertake: 

«That access 10 the work be given to any 
person bearing an order to that effect signed by 
the P"",ident, Vice-President, or Secntary of the 
Society of Arts; the Presidenh!. Vice-Presidents, 
or Secretaries of the Chamber of Commerce; the 
Chairman or Secntary of the Association of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Presidst. Vi<»­
PresideDI or Secntary of the Cotton Supply Asao-­
ciation, the Chairman, Vice-Cbairman or SecreIary 
of the Cotton-Brokers' Asoociation; the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman or Secntary of the Liverpool East 
India and China Associatioo; by the PresidenlS, 
Vice-Presidents, Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen, or 
in Textile Manufacturea. Tbe proposed -plan of 
Secretaries of such other AssociatiODII for the p ..... 
molino of CoIJllllel'Ce as DOW exi!t or may beleafter 
be formed; and by the Reporter 00 the prodllClB 
of India." 



So i!: was not diJIicult i ar anyone to 
consult the work in Great Brita in. But in 
India the existence of this work is hardly 
known to 999 out of 1,000 educated persons 
--mum Jess to the weavers and other un­
educated artisans.. It would be interesting 
to know if the sets deposited in India have 
ever been consulted by even any educated 
Indian. These might have been consulted 
by some interested Anglo-Indians but not, 
we think. by any educated native of this 
oountIy. 

Since these sets were prepared at the co!!l 
of India and now, thanks to the Swadesbi 
movement, that an impetus bas been gi_ 
to the textile indusIrJ in this oountIy, is it 
oot time and is it oot fair and just that all 
the thirteen sets wbich are in Great Britain 
should be brought 10 India and kept in 
important ceutres of commerce and industry 
in this oountry? As a lirst step. may we 
oot demand that the existence of the snell 

sets in India should be made widely known? 
They should be made easily aooessible to all 
Wilms actually eepged in manufacluring 
textile f abries. 

These twudy ,;ets" of 18 vol..- eada 
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were to be .. regarded as Twenty Industrial 
Museums, illustrating the Textile Manu­
factures of India, and promoting trade 
operations between the East and the West, 
in so far as these are concerned." 

Of course, it was meant more to benefit 
the West than the East and this Dr. Watson 
himself admitted, for he wrote : 

"The iDterests of the people in India, . 88 

_II as those of the people at bome, are concerned 
in this matter, and ho,1& interem ....... , be eo .... 
sidered. Our remarks in the first instance, how· 
ever, will apply more particularly to the latter. 

" About two hundred millions of 80uls form 
th. population of what we commonly speak of 
as India; and, scant though the garments of the 
vast majority may he an order to clothe them 
all would try the reaources of the greatest manu­
facturing nation On Earth. It is dear, therefore, 
that India is in a position to become a magni­
ficent customer. 

• * • • • 
.. If _ attempt to induce an individual or 

a nation to become a customer ~ we endeavour to 
make the articles which we know to he liked and, 
indeed. these we oller for sale. We do not make 
an effort to impose on others oW' own ",.IU tutti 
need., but we produce what will please the 
customer and what he wants. The British manu­
faclurer follows this rule generally; but he ......... 
to have failed to do so in the case of India, or 
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to have done it with' so little success, that it 
would almost appear as if he were incapable of 
GPpre~ Oriental tastes and habits . 

.. There are probably few thiugs beyond the 
understanding of our manufacturers, but it will 
be admitled that some education in the matter 
is necessary. and that without it the value of 
certain characteristics of Indian ornament and 
form will not be properly realized. This supposes 
the means of such education to be readily 
accessible, which hitherto bas not been the case, 
simply because manufacturers have not known 
with any certainty, what goods were suitable. To 
attain to skill iIi meeting EastBrn tastes and 
Eastern wants will require study and much con­
sideration even when the means of study are 
supplied bnt up to the present time the 
manufacturer has had no read., oPPOTlllnily of 
acquiring a full and correct knowledge of what 
was wanted • 

.. The deficiency here alluded to, will, we 
believe, be aupplied by these local Mnseums. 

• • • • 
.. The 700 specimens (and we again point 

out that they are all what is called working 
""",pie.) show what the people of India dect 
and deem suitable in the way of textile fabrics. 
and if the supply of these is to come from Britain, 
they must be imilaled there. "hat is Wtl1Ikfl. 
and what is 10 be copied 10 mee' Ihat _. is 
thus accessible for study in these museums." 

Thus it was all from motives of philan­
thropy that specime~ of Indian textile 



nuDE SECIIETS PORCIBLI ACQUIRED 139 

fabrics were made accessible to the mann­
facturers of England! 

But even up to the year 1866, the Indian 
weaving industry bad not totally ceased to 
exist. for Dr. Forbes Watson wrote : 

"_ • • • The British manufactmer mU!!t DOt 
look for his _mers to the UPI'« ..... milliOllS of 
India, but to the hlJlldreds of millions in the 
lower grades. The plainer and cheaper stuffs of 
cotton, or of cotton and wool together. are u...... 
which he had the host chaooe of selling. and 
th""" which he would be able to sen largely if 
in their manufacture he would keep well in riew 
the requirements and _ of the people to whom 
he oilers them • 

• • • • 
"We know India no ... ·a-days as a country 

whose Raw ~ _largely receive. We pay 
for Ihese partly in iiNl and partly in IJIOMY; 
but India never lmys from "" what win repay onr 
pnrchases from her. and the coaseqnence is that 
we have always to send out a large diHereoce in 
bullion, which never comes baA:k to us, disappear­
ing there as if it had been dropped into the oceaJL 

We buy her Cotton, Indigo. Coffee, ..... Spices: 
and we ..,11 her what we can in the shape of 
Textile and other manufactu...... It mU!!t DOt he 
forgott..... how.,." •• that there was a time "'­
India oupplind tIS largely with TGliles. It was 
she who seat ns the famous LongcloIbs, ..... the 
wry term Calico is deriftd from C.JU:ut, where 
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they were made. She -may -never resume her 
position as an exporting manufacturer of goods 
of this ... rt, . • • • This is clear, however, tha! 
it will he a benefit to the m""""" of the people 
of India to be supplied with their clothing at the 
cheapest possible ra_let this he done by whom 
it may. If Great Britain can give Loong_ 
Dholees, Sarees, and Calicoes 10 India which cost 
less than those made by her own weavers. bolA 
countries will he benefited. . • • . 

«The machinery and skill of Britain may 
thus do a present service to India by supplying 
her with malerial for clothing her people a! a 
cheap rate, an end to which these colkctimu must 
certainly lead by showing the home manufacturer 
what it is that the DatiVes require."· 

• Ia. this COJ1JleCtion it is aecessary to :remind our 
readers what Mr. Tiemey~ • member of the House of 
CommODe, said in a apeech ddi...erecl in that House as 
far Hck .. 1813: 

U The _aI priDciple .... 10 be lhat Eneland __ 
to lOMe all her manufllClures upon lD~ and DOt to 
take. tiDAle manufacture of Indi. in mum. It"a. true 
they would aIlo ...... 011 10 be brought; but ...... hPina: 
fou.d out !hat they ..,u1d "'_ by ....... of machi.ery. 
chea .... iii ... iii. peopI. of I.di .. they would saY. u t.eo.e 
01 wenin,; aopply 118 with the raw material, ad we 
will wea'ftl for yo~· this might be a wry utnnl prm.. 
eipte for merebaolS and manUfUIUftrS to go Upo!I, bot 
it "'.. rather 100 mum 10 taIlt of the phllMopby of it, 
01' to raak the 8IlPporleJ'& of it a. in • peeu.liar depee 
the friend. of lndiL If. instead of caUiq them .. 
the friend. of IDdi.. they bad profeosod tbemoe.hn ita 
nemie.. what tDore could ther do tho .d'fiee the dt'1AJ'U~ 
lion of all .... Ii.. .......n.-? ~ 
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Regarding this act of philanthropy one 
Christian officer wrote : 

"Everyone knows how jealously trade secreIs 
are guard~. If you went oYer Messrs. Doulton's 
pottery works, you would be politely overlooked. 
Yet under the force of compulsion the Indian 
workman had to divulge the manner of his 
bleaching and other trade secrets to Manchester. 
A costly work was prepared by the India House 
Department 10 enable Manchester to take 20 
millions a year from the poor of India: copies 
were gratuitously presented to Chambers ot 
Commerce, and the Indian ryol had to pay for 
them. Tbis may be political economy, hut it is 
marvellously like something else." 

(Major J. B. Keith in the Pioneer, September 
1. 1898.) 

It is much to be regretted that no writer 
on Indian economics has so far referred to 
the part which the holding of Exhibitions 
and the distribution of specimens of the 
textile manufactures of . India have played 
in ruining the weaving industry of India. 
Perhaps the imposition of the tariff and the 
transit duties would not and could not have 
so effectually destroyed Indian industries, had 
not the authorities made the Indian artisans 
divulge their secrets to the manufacturers of 
England under compulsion. 
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Owners of cotton mills and hand-loom 
Jactories all over India should move in the 
matter in order that (1) the seven sets of 
Indian textile manufactures ahead)" in India 
may be made easily accessible to Indiaa, 
manufacturers and (2) the thirteen sets in 
Great Britain may be restored to India and 
placed in suitable centres here. This will 
help greatly in the revival of genuine Indian 
patterns and colours. 



CHAPTER VII 

BIU:flSB CAPITAL IN INDIA 

" The fiat has recently gone forth from the 
non-official European community in India 
that nothing approaching the right of self­
government should he granted to Indians, < 

unless it can be proved to demonstration 
that the interests of British capital will not 
in the least sufi' er in a home-ruled India; 
which practically means that European 
traders, planters and manufacturers in India 
must continue to enjoy all the fair and un­
fair opportunities and means of exploiting 
the resources of this country which they 
have < hitherto enjoyed. whatever coustitu­
tiona! changes may he proposed to he 
introduced. It seems necessary. therefore, 
to examine to what extent and in what sense 
the capital invested by Europeans in India is 
British and also whether such investment has 
been entirely or mainly advantageous to 
Indians. Another line of investigation which 
ought to he taken up is whether the invest­
ment of British capital was necessary in the 
interests of India_ In this chapter we propose 
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to have done it with 'so little su.,.,.".;, that it 
would almost appear as if he were incapable of 
4ppreciDting Oriental tastes and habils. 

«There are probably few things beyond the 
understanding of our manufacturers, but it will 
be admitted that 80_ education in the matter 
is necessary, and that without it the value of 
certain characteristiao of Indian Ol'1l8llllmt and 
fonn will not he properly realized. This supposes 
the means of such education to be readily 
acoessible, which hitherto has not been the case, 
simply because manufacturers have not known 
with any certainty, what goods were suitable. To 
attain to skill m ~ Eastern tastes and 
Eastern wanls will require study and much COD­

sideratiou even when the meana of study are 
supplied but up to the present time the 
manufaclurer has had no r«MIy opporlu1liq of 
acquiring a full and correct knowledge of what 
was wanted. 

«The deficiency here alluded to, will, we 
believe, be supplied by these loeal Museu",", . .. .. . 

.. The 700 specimens (and we again point 
out that they are all ,,-hat is called working 
samples) abow what the people of India affect 
and deem suitable in the way of textile fabrics, 
and if the supply of these is to 00_ from Britain, 
they must be imiIGIed ~Te. "hat is wtIIIkfl. 
anti ",hat is 10 be copied 10 meel IIUII _. is 
thus acoessible for study in these museums." 

Thus it was all fl'9m motives of philan­
Ihropy that specimens of Indian textile 
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fabrics were made accessible to the manu­
facturers of England! 

But even up to the year 1866, the Indian 
weaving industry had not totillly ceased to 
exist, for Dr_ Forbes Watson wrote : 

". • • • The British manufacturer must not 
look for his eustomers to the upper ten millions of 
India, but to the hundreds of millions in the 
lower grades. The plainer and cheaper stuffs of 
cotton, or of cotton and wool together, are those 
which he had the best chance of selling, and 
those which he would be able to sell largely if 
in their manufacture he would keep well in view 
the requirements and tastes of the people to whom 
he offers them. 

• • • • 
u We know Iodin now·a-days as a country 

whose Raw Products we largely receive. We pay 
for Iheoe partly in kind and partly in mon..y; 
but India never buys from us what will repay our 
purchases from her, and Ihe consequeoce is Ihat 
we have always to send out a large diifereoce in 
bullion. which never comes back to WI, diaappear­
ing there as if it had been dropped into the ocean. 
We huy her Cotton, Indigo, Coffee, and Spices; 
and we sell her what we can in the shape of 
Textile and other manufactures. It must not he 
forgotteo, however, that there was a time when 
India supplied us largely wilh Textiles. It was 
she who sent us th .. famoua Longclotbs, and the 
very term Calico i. derived from Calicut, whe ... 
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they were made. She inay . never resume her 
position as an exporting manufacturer of goods 
of this sort, • . • . This is clear, however, that 
it will be a benefit to the masseo of the people 
of India to be supplied with their clothing at the 
cheapest poosihle rate-let this be done by whom 
it may. If Great Britain can give Loongees, 
Dhotees, Sarees, and Calicoea to India which cost 
less than those made by ber own weavers, batt. 
countries will be benefited. • • • . 

"The machinery and skill of Britain may 
thus do a present service to India by 8upplying 
her with material for clothing her people at a 
cheap rate, an end to which these colleclio,.. must 
certainly lead by showing the home manufacturer 
what it is that the natives require."'" 

• in this connection it is necessary to remind our 
-readers wbat Mr. Tierney, a member of the House of 
Common., said in a _h delivered in that House .. 
far back ae 1813: 

"The general principle waa to he that Eqland was 
to force all her manufactures upon India. and Dot to 
take a eingle mauufaeture of IDdi. iB ftlurn. It was true 
they would allow cot.on to be brought; but th .... he-.inc 
found out that they could "e.~ by means of machinery, 
.heaper than the people of Iodi .. they would .. y. "Lea ... 
oft weuing; supply us with the raw material, and we 
will weaye for yoo.s this might be • "elY natural prin· 
ciple for mercb8.Dt8 and manufacturers to go upon, hut: 
it W.8 rather 100 much to talk of the philosophy of it. 
or to rank the supporters of it 8S in • peeu1iar degree 
.be friend. of India. If. i ... ead of eaIIi.. _l_ 
IM fri ... d. of Iodi.. they had profesoed th.meeIv.. ito 
enemi9, wh.t more could they do thaD .d'fiee the demue­
ticm of all Jodi.. maDufuture.a?" 
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Regarding this act of philanthropy one 
Christian officer wrote : 

" Everyone knows how jealously trade secrets 
are guarded. If you went over Messrs. Doulton'. 
pottery works, yon would be politely overlooked. 
Yet under the force of compulsion the Indian 
workman had to divulge the manner of his 
bleaching and other trade secrets to Manchester. 
A costly work was prepared by the India House 
Department to enable Manchester to take 20 
millions a year from the poor of India; copies 
were gratuitously presented to Chambers of 
Commerce, and the Indian ryot had to pay for 
them. This may be political economy, but it is 
marvellously like something else." 

(Major J. B. Keith in the Pioneer, September 
7, 1898.) 

It is much to be regretted that no writer 
on Indian economics has so far referred to 
the part which the holding of Exhibitions 
Rnd the distribution of specimens of the 
textile manufactures of, India have played 
in ruining the weaving industry of India. 
Perhaps the imposition of the tariff and the 
transit duties would not and could not have 
so effectually destroyed Indian industries, had 
not the authorities made the Indian artisans 
divulge their secrets to the manufacturers of 
England under compulsion. 
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Owners of cotton mills and hand-loom 
.factories all over India should move in the 
matter in order that (1) the seven sets of 
Indian textile manufactures alreadY' in India 
may he made easily accessible to IndiaJl. 
manufacturers and (2) the thirteen sets in 
Great Britain may be restored to India and 
placed in suitable centres here. This will 
help greatly in the revival of genuine Indian 
patterns and colours. 



CHAPTER VII 

BRn1SB CAPITAL IN INDIA 

The fiat has recently gone forth from the 
non·official European community in India 
that nothing approaching the right of self­
government should be granted to Indians,. 
unless it can be proved to demonstration 
that the interests of British capital will not 
in the least suffer in a home-ruled India; 
which practically means that European 
traders, planters and manufacturers in India 
must continue to enjoy all the fair and un­
fair opportunities and means of exploiting 
the resources of this country which they 
have. hitherto enjoyed. whatever coustitu­
tional changes may be proposed to be 
introduced. It seems necessary. therefore, 
to examine to what extent and in what sense 
the capital invested by Europeans in India is 
British and also whether such investment bas 
been entirely or maiuly advantageous to 
Indians. Another line of investigation which 
ought to be taken up is whether the invest­
ment of British capital was Deres&Sry in the 
interests of India. In this chapter we propose 
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to confine ourselves mainly to some observa­
. lions on the first aspect of the question. 

When the East India Company gradually 
became masters of Bengal and other parts of 
the country, it was not a land of Jl8upers. 
There was plenty of capital in the country. 
We sliall prove this fact from the writings 'Of 
English authors. Walter Hamilton, a " semi­
official" writer, says in Iris EIJSl India 
Gazetteer (Second Edition, London, 1828. 
Vol. I, p. 214) : 

" Under the Government of the two last legiti. 
mate viceroys (of Bengal) JaHer Khan (alW 
Murshid Kuli Khan) and Sujah Khan, who ruled 
in succession nearly forty years, the state of the 
country was emioently ftourisbing, and the taxes 
little felt, although the _ual tribute remitted 
to Delhi was 1III11811y a crore of rupees. • _ .'. 
Even after the usurpation of Ali Verdi Khan; 
the Zamindars were so opalent as at one time to 
make him a donation of 8 crere of rupees and 
another of fifty Iakhs, towards defraying the extra 
expenses incurred in repelling the incnrsions of 
the Marhattaa." 

The prosperity of India was due to the 
perennial influx of the gold and silver of all 
and artificial products. Says the historian 
the world for the purchase of her rich natural 
Dr. Robertson : 
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"In- all ages. gold and silver. particularly 
the !stter, have heen the commodities esported 
with the greatest profit to India. 10 no part of 
the earth do the natives depend SO little uPQn 
foreign countries, either for the necessaries or 
luxuries of life. The blessings of a favourable 
climate aftd fertile soil, augmented by their own 
ingenuity. afford them whatever they desire. In 
consequence of this, trade with them has always 
been carried on in one uniform manner, and the 
precious metals ,have been given in exchange for 
their peculiar productions. whether of nature or 
art "-A Hi&torical DUqui&ition Concerniog India. 
New Edition (London. 1817). p. 180. . 

Again: 
_, .. In all ages, the trade with India bas been 

. the 1I&DIe; gold and silver' have nniformly been 
carried thither in order to purchase the same 
commodities with which it now supplies all 

.l.IatitmB : and from the age of Pliny to the present 
tilDes, . it has been always considered and 
elrecrated as a gulf which swallows up the wealth 
of every other country. that flows incessantly 
towards it, and from which it never returns." 
Ibid~ p. 203. 

The following extract from another 
English writer will show that Bengal 
enjoyed the greatest share of this general 
prosperity : 

". • • . In Bengal, however, from being in 
every part intersected by navigable rivers inlsnd 

10 



trade was bausported by water carriage with 
muc:h more npediti ..... aDd at a muc:h Ie... ""I' ,,* 
thau by doe caraY ...... ; aDd this ~ ad.aulage, 
together willl doe emaonIiDary kemJdity of doe 
soil, produced hy Ihoee mer.., aDd doe superior 
iDdusIrJ of doe iDhahiIauts. .eadeied this proviDce 
in all ages hy far doe moot prospeiliti ..! wealthy 
in doe whole COUDtry."-AMtic A-.J R~. 
1801. p. 16-

When Clive. eutered Murshidahad in 
1757. he wrote of it : 

"nu.. city is as edemive. popw- aud rich 
as doe city of Loud..... with this diffa_ !hal 
!here are iDdiriduaIs in the IinI po -'.s 
iDfiDitdy ~ propmy thau in doe ~ city." 

The emacls given aJiove prove that the 
FngIisb came into po sion of a wealthy 
00IIIIbT. Much of this wealth 80-..1 to 
England in various ways. and DOl only made 
the country wealthy hut added immeuseIy 
to its wealth-producing eapacity. The vast 
hoards of Bengal and the Kamatic being 
conveyed to England eoahled her to heeome 
indumiaUy supreme. In his wod: eutitled 
U The Law of CivilizatiOll and Decay" 
(Sonnen<dteio. Loudon) Brooks Adams 
-wriles : 

~. . . . n.e iD8wt of doe IDdiaD b De. 
h, addi. <._-ilenbl, to doe __ '. ,casIa 
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capital, not only increased its stock of energy 
but added much to its ftexibility and tbe rapidity 
of its movement. Very soon after Plsssey, the 
Bengal plunder began to arrive in London, and 
tbe eHeet appears to bave been instantaneous, for 
all the autborities agree tbat tbe • industrial 
revolution.' tbe event. which bas divided tbe 
nineteentb century from all anteeedent time, began 
with the year 1760. Prior to 1760, according to 
Baines, tbe machinery used for spinning cotton in 
Lancashire was almost as simple as in India; 
while about 1750 Ibe English iron industry was 
in full decline, because of tbe destrnction of tbe 
forests for fuel. At tbat time four·fiftbs of tbe 
iron used in tbe kingdom came from Sweden. 

"Plassey was fought in 1757 and probably 
nutbing bas equalled tbe rspidity of tbe change 
which followed. In 1760, the ftying shuttle 
appeared, and coal began to replace wood in 
smelting. In 1764, Hargreaves invented Ibe spinn' 
ing-jenny, in 1776, Crompton contrived tbe mule, 
in 1785, Cartwright patented the power.loom, and, 
chief of all, in 1768, Watt matured the oteam 
engine, Ibe most perfect of all vents of centralising 
energy. But, tbough tbese machines served as 
outlets for the accelerating movement of Ibe time, 
Ibey did not cause tbat acceleration. In tbem. 
selves inventions are passive, many of the moat 
important having loin dormaat for centuries, 
waiting for a sufficient store of force to have 
accumulated to set tbem working. That stora 
must always take tbe shape of money, and money, 
not boarded but in motion. • • • • Before tbe 
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inIIux of the Indian treasure, aDd the 6J"lD"ion 
of credit which followed. DO fone suBicierd for 
this purpoee eDsted: aDd had Wall lived 6fty 
yeano earliet-, he aDd his imntiOil m1ll!t have 
perished together.. . . • Possibly since the 
world hegan, DO in ..... lied has ""'" yielded the 
profit reaped from the IDdiaa plUDdes-, because 
for uearly 6fty years Great Britain sIood without 
_competitor •... From 169ho Plasoey (1751) 
the growth has beea relatively slow. Bet....... 
1100 and 1815 the growth WII!! very rapid aDd 
prodigious. Credit is the chosen vehicle of eaerv 
in centralised socieIies, aDd DO !IOOuer had 
treasure enough accumulated in LoudoD to ofter 
a foundation, than it &hot up wilh lIUU'VelIous 
rapidity. The arrival of the Bengal silver aM 
gold euabled the Bank of England which had 
beea 1ID8ble to issue a amsIler note than for £20 
to easily issue £10 aDd £15 IIotes aM priv_ 
firma to pour forth a DODd of paper.ft -T"" u­
oj Ci~lI """ D-r. pp. ~ qnbJed 
in Digby'. Prosperou BriIUh Illdia,. pp. 31-33. 

The material origin, then, of Great 
Britain'a industrial prosperity. and, therefore, 
in great part of her capital. m~ be sought 
in her connection with India. It has been 
estimated that between Plassey and Walerloo 
some £1,000 millions tIowed (rom India to 
England. 

We are hence driven to conclude that Sir 
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George Birdwood used merely the language 
of sober truth when he wrote : 

U India has done everything for us, every­
thing that has made Iheae islands, as ineignifi.cant 
on the face of the globe as the islands that made 
up Japan, the greateet empire the world has ever 
known, and for !his we owe undying gratitude 
10 India." 

Let us now turn to some facts relating 
to the days of the East India Company to 
ascertain the nature of the .. British" capital 
then invested in India. In the course of his 
examination before the Parliamentary Com­
mittee on the 30th March, 1832, Mr. David 
Hill was asked. 

«377. Where does the capital employed by 
the indigo-planters come from?"· . 

and he replied : 
" It is accumulated in India exclusively." . 

Besides Mr. David Hill, several other 
witnesses also staled that little or no capital 
had been or would be brought out from 
England to India. Thus Mr. W. B. Bayley, 
in his examination before the Parliamentary 
Committee on the 16th April, 1832, in 
answer to question No. 919, said: 

.. My opinion thai no capital will be brought 
from England into India arises from little or none 
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having been brought hitherto, even at periods 
when interest has been at B much higher rate 
than it DOW is." 

Then he was asked : 
" 920. Do you think more capital would 

not go to India if the restriction on Europeans 
resorting to India wu altogether taken away?-
1 do not think that capital would .be sent from 
England, but I think that capital which would be 
otherwise remitted to England would probably 
remain in India~" 

Captain T. Macan also in his examination 
on the 22nd March, 1832 wa; asked : 

"1435. Would Europeans be likely to invest 
their capital in worb of thst &Ort? --I think t.bere 
i. much error upon the subject of European capital 
in India. 

u 1436. Under the existing low that restricts 
intercourse with India, is it probable in your 
opinion, that any companies would be found to 
undertake sueh works? -I think Europeans wbo 
have acquired capital in, India, might undertake 
such public works, with P"Per encouragement: 
but I scarcely ..... anticipate 80 much enterprise 
and risk 88 to take capital from England to 
invest in such speculations; in. ,ruth, capilDl it, 
1 belreve, """er ,ake .. from Engltmd to India; it 
is made there and remitted home." 

It was then at that time somewhat of a 
myth that European sojourners brought any 
capital from England to India. Things may 
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or may not have changed since then; but we 
want an impartial Parliamentary Committee 
of enquiry to bring the true facts to light. 

As regards the necessity and the 
advantages to the people of India of the 
investment of British capital in India, Mr. 
Rickards truly said in his evidence before 
the Commons' Committee on East India 
Affairs, in 1830, that-

"India requires capital to bring forth her 
resources, but the fittest capital for this purpose 
would be onet'of native growth, and such a 
capital would be created if our institutions did 
not obstruct iL" 

We may now reasonably ask, if there 
has been an influx of British capital into 
India since the replies given by the witnesses 
before Parliamentary Committees, quoted 
above. and if so, by what process that capital 
has been brought into existence. It should 
be remembered that a century ago India was 
rich in industries, and her trade. both 
internal and external, was also very great. 
But how "the enlightened selfishness .. of the 
people of England of those days ell' eeted the 
ruin of Indian trade and industries has .been 
told in the pages of this book. The people 
of this country had no outlet for their capital 



152 JlUll'l OF IliDIAN TIlAI>E AND DiD1J5TRlES 

to invest in any industry and so were 
obliged to deposit it in banks which were 
at first Government concerns. The Hon'hle 
Mr. Frederick Shore wrote in one of his 
" Notes on Indian Affairs" : 

.. We have for years been vaunting the 
splendid triumph of English skill and capital in 
carrying cotton from India to England, and after 
manufacturing it there, brioging the cloth to 
India and underaelling the natives. Is this any­
way surprising. under such an intolerable sY"lem 
(of transit duties and searcb houses) as is above 
described; and while the stap'" of India are 
almost proscribed at home? In fact, if this he 
conliliued much longer, India will, ere long, 
produce nothing but food just sullicient for the 
population, a few coarse earthen-ware pots to 
cook it in, and a few coarse cloths. Only remove 
this incubus, and the tables will very soon he 
turned. The other is the great self-complacenee 
with which we talk of the confidence reposed by 
the people i .. our Government, judging from the 
large sums which they invest in the Government 
funds. What are they to do- with their money? 
• • • • Govel'lllHnl, in their ignoranee, have done 
all they can to annihilate trade and manufactures, 
which they will. unless they change their measures, 
accomplish in a few years more (the number of 
boats laden with goods which used to leave 
Furrokbabad twelve years ago, was nt least treble 
what it is at present). Five or even four per 
"""I, is hetter than nothing; but it needs not the 
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gift of prophecy to foresee, that . • . • if the 
Lmded tenures in the North·Western Provinces 
were placed on a -footing of security and if trade 
and manufacture were toleraled,---they do not 
require e""""ragemenl but. only to be exonerated 
from the present customs and duties,-not only 
would Government be unable to borrow at such 
low interest, but the price of the existing funds 
would speedily fall." 

Things are not very much better even 
now. The Indian people mostly invest their 
money in Government Promisory Notes at 
31/2 per cent. interest. No one ever seems 
to take the trouble to inquire what becomes 
of the money which· is invested in govern­
ment papers and deposited in banks managed 
by government. such as the Postal Savings 
Banks, and the Imperial Banks with their 
branches in some of the important towns of 
this country. These hanks advance money to 
European firms, who make enormous profits 
in their business, and this serves to propagate 
slories of the importation of British capital 
into India. 

One of the opinions and recommenda­
tions of the Royal Commission on Indian 
Currency and Finance was that .. the proper 
place for the location of the whole of the 
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Gold Standard Reserve is London." Why? 
Is there any other country on the face of the 
globe of which crores of rupees are kept in 
a distant foreign country? Do the British 
colonies keep any of their reserves in 
London? Why is the Indian Reserve kept in 
London but for. the advantage of the British 
people, includinr; the British exploiters called 
British capitalists? 

The Currency Commission have /llso 
said: 

"We recommend that th.. Government of 
lodia should make a regular practice of granting 
loan. to the Presidency Banks from their .urpl .... 
balances in India agaiMt security on terms to be 
negotiated with the Presidency Banks." 

Why are these banks favoured in this way, 
and not others? It is well·known that British 
exploiters in India can and do obtain loans 
from the Presideney Banks on easy terms; 
Indian merchants are not accommodated in 
this way. Thus the Indian people's money 
masquerades as British capital. 

The Commission, while saying that "The 
Secretary of State sells Council Drafts, not 
for the convenience of trade, but to provide 
the funds needed in London to meet the 
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requirements of the Secretary of State on 
India's behalf," admit in the very next 
paragraph that "The India Office perhaps 
sold Council Drafts unnecessarily at very 
low rates on occasion when the London 
balance was in no need of replenishment." 
Did not these unnecessary sales at very low 
rates result in the convenience of British 
trade? Verily, as Lord Curzon said, though 
in a somewhat different sense, administration 
and exploitation are only dilferent aspects of 
the work of the British people in India. 

It should not he also forgotten that some 
of the industries most! y owned by Britishers 
in India have received and are receiving 
substantial subsidies from the Indian Govern· 
ment out of the revenues paid by the natives 
of this country. Take, for instance, the case 
of tea plantations. How the tea·planters 
were assisted in this industry will be evident 
from the following questions put to and the 
answers given to them by Mr. J. Freeman. 
who appeared as a witness before the Select 
Committee on Colonization: 

.. 1922. Are you not aware that both in 
Aasam and Knmaon the Government established 
tea·plantations for the expnss purpose of tryiDg 



experimeDls, for the sake of the settlers, and with 
the avowed object of handing over their planta­
noDs to the settlers, 88 soon 88 the experiment 
bad been shown to be socceseful, and as _ as 
settlem con1d be found willing to take them?­
That is what I refer to; that in the fust mooting 
of the cnltivation of lea the Government took the 
intiative and ~UrageCI it, and went to some 
expense in ~ .the necessary steps towards it. z 

Government' also vlllY generously oft'ered 
to assist the iron manufacturers of England 
if some of them were to come to settle ill 
India. nos the same witness was asked : 

"1927_ Are you .ware that the Govemmenl 
have ....,...)y sent oot • gentleman conversant 
with the iroo manaf_re, and with him several 
assjstanlS. to the province of Kumaon, to introdaeo 
the iroo manafad1lre there? -I h.ve read of it 
hot we olered to do everything at our 01f1! 

expense. 

K 1928. And the Government have stated 
that, as BOOD 88 the experiment is shown to J,o 
.............. 1, they are willing to hand over the worb 
10 any Englishman that will nocIertake them?­
y .... thaI may be •...• " 

Even at preseat Government are dOing 
much in the way of experimenting to help 
the European indigo-planters and sugar­
plauten; aod the experimeuts are carried 00 



"BRITISH CAPITAL IN INDl& 157 

with Indian money. Other instances may be 
given. but we refrain. 

.It will be worthwhile for some Hon'ble 
member of the Central Legislature to ask a 
question about the amount of subsidy which 
the Indian Government pays. ~irectly or in· 
directly to the different in~~.ies which are 
owned and managed by fb~. Britishers in 
this country. 

India did not require any capital from 
. England for development in this country. 
If Britishers have invested any "capital in 
India, it was not because India wanted their 
capital, but because they wanted to enrich 
themselves at the expense of the Indian 
people and to take advantage of the helpless 
position in which they are placed. 

In our opinion, British capital in India 
is largely a myth and even the existence of 
it (if true) does not entitle the Britishers to 
enjoy any undue political privilege. 



CHAPTER VIII 

Indian Faelory Legislation 

The English manufacturers having set 
their hearts 'on the destruction of Indian 
industries are trying to do this under the 
guise of philanthropy: . The factory laws 
which are enacted from time 10 time are 
an instance in point. The manufacturers 
compel.the Indian authorities to make Jaws 
some of which at any rate are certainly not 
called for in India and which do not hendit 
those in whose interests they are ostenta­
tiously , undertaken. The repeal of a low 
duty on the manufactured cotton goods of 
Manchester, the coercion of the Indian 
Government to impose an import duty on 
the American long-stapled cotton which was 
necessary for the Indian spinners to mix'With 
their short-fibred one, the forcing of the 
Hindus and the Muhammadans to observe 
the Christian Sabbath for the 1ahourers in 
their factories, although the number of their 
own festivals on which they stop work is 
more than that of the Sundays observed in 
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Christian countries, are a few of the long 
list of measures inDicted on India. The cry 
is, more factory acts are still to come. 

Have those philanthropists of England 
whose hearts bleed for the so-called hard 
lot of the Indian factory hal)d~ and who are, 
therefore, leaving no slone U1Iturned to make 
them happy, ever turned their a~tion to 
the lot of the clerks Bnd those servants who 
are on the ministerial and menial establish­
ments of the British Indian Government and 
done anything to remove their grievances 
and better their condition of existence? 
Why, the subordinate judicial service---<:om­
posed of Graduates who understand and 
administer law and justice better than the 
members of the Indian Civil-the Heaveti­
horn-Service, as it is called, is very badly 
paid and is overworked, with the result that 
many fall victims to various ailments--most 
notoriously diabetes, and yet nothing has 
been attempted 80 far to inquire into their 
state of aliairs or ameliorate their conqition. 
The employeea of the subordinate medical, 
postal. and telegraph departments are not 
treated so wen as their comrades are in 
other civil ized countries--it would not be 
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a strong expression to say that they are 
regularly sweated-and yet the hearts of the 
philanthropists are bleeding for the Indian 
factory hands and not for others. 

The laws in operation in the tea gardens 
of Assam were such that even the late 
Babu Krista Das Paul, C.I.E., was obliged 
to refer to them as legalising slavery. The 
coolies worked under conditions which were 
hardly better than those of slaves. Yet 
because these gardens were mostly owned by 
Englishmen, therefore, the philanthropists 
of England did not raise their little finger 
to pave those laws repealed or altered or to 
make the lot of the coolies happy. It is an 
open secret that Sir Henry Cotton did" not 
get th\l office of Lieutenant·Governor that 
was his due. because he tried to ameliorate 
the condition of these coolies. 

In Ii country where millions have to 
thank their stars if they can get even one 
scanty meal a day, regulating the hours of 
labour in the case of the mill.hands, whose 
long hours are voluntary. is entirely uncaned 
for and can by no stretch of language be 
called philanthropic. 
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England became a great manufacturing. 
country. Lancashire contributed to the' 
national wealth of England by becoming the 
seat of cotton industries. Spinning jennies 
and power looms were employed in those 
industries, and with these it was impossible 
for even the Cheap labour of IndiR to success­
fully compete. But then, could not India 
have built factories like those of Manchester? 
No. because the .. enlightened selfishness" 
of the philanthropists of England did not 
permit the importation of cotton spinning and 
weaving machinery into India" until 1850. 
Between the renewal of the o,lIrter of the 
East India Company in 1813 and 1850. la~ 
were enacted which had the' effect of com· 
pletely destroying Indian cotton industries, 
and hundreds of thousands--if not millions 
--of weavers were thrown on the over­
assessed land' to eke out a miserable 
existence. 

Mr. Tierney in the course of his speech 
in the House of Commons observed. the 
natives of England said to those of India: 

"Leave off weaving; supply us with the raW" 
material and we will weave for you." 

It was understood that India was to monO: 
polize the supply of cotton to England. But 

11 
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it was soon found out that the Southern States 
of America, where s1ave labour greatly 
flourished, could supply England with oottoo 
on better terms than India. The FogIisb 
cotton spinners demanded the free import 
of the long-stapled American cotton, which 
was secured w them. So the market for 
cotton in England was closed against Iodia. 
and this meant ruin for the Indian eultivawr_ 

It was at this time that the orator, 
Mr_ George Thompson, commenced delivering 
lectores w large audieDees in the indnstrial 
towns of Engla .... on varioos topics connected 
with the history and the erisliof; state of the 
British dominions in India. To these audio 
eoces be appealed that FogIaod should give 
up its conoectioo with America, which 
employed s1ave labour for the growth of 
cotton, and patronize India for raw materials­
But the merchants of England only sought 
profit and were DOt to be moved by seotimeoL 

It was after the outhreak of the Civil 
War in America in 1863. that England had 
w turn ber attention w India for CQUoo. 
But after the termination of the .... ar, Eogland 
again began to import that commodity from 
America. 
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It is the ornshing of India's cotton in· 
dustries and the dependence of the millions 
of her population for their subsistence on the 
soil which should be looked upon as one of 
the chief factors in the causstion of the recur. 
rent famines dislocating numberless house­
holds and spreading ruin and disaster 
throughout the length and breadth of this 
country. 



CHAPfER IX 

WIIf IS SELF-GOVERNMENT 

DENIED TO INDU. ? 

India is England's milch cow. Whether 
India obtains perfect independence or the 
Dominion System of Government, the result 
will be the same to England. It will mean 
India to a large extent for Indians. What 
will become then of the " boys" of England? 
We ask all Indians to ponder over the follow· 
ing, which is quoted from an article in the 
now defunct London Statesman from the pen 
of the late Robert Knight : 

"But the benefils arising from our empire 
are far from being confined to the mercantile 
d..... They are sh.red by all classes in 
England, from the peer to the peasanL Viceroy.lty 
and the subordinate Governorships of the 
Presidencies are the ambition of the peers of the 
realm, the <bief prizes the CrOWD has to bestow 
in the whole breadth of ils dominio.... Then 
there are Lieu ..... ant-Governorships of territories 
equal in population and _ to all France; 
half a dozen Commissiooerships of provi ...... 
hardly Ieoa important; a host of Coum:ellorships, 
Embassies, Collectorships, Magistracies, and 
Judgeships, with incomes almost princely in 
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lI1lounl, and a thousand eivil appointments sui>-
",!inate to them. . 

.. If we tum to the field which India olfers 
to the professiona. we find English lawyem filling 
!he highest jwlgment-seats of the oountry with 
jurisdiction over territories the half of Europe in 
extent; English lawyem filling the poaWons 
of AdministJ"ato ...... General, Advocates-Get.eral. 
Masters in-Equity, Legal Remembnmcero, Jodges 
.f the Small Cause Courts, and erawding the bar 
of each Presideney for the administration of 
Englioh law_ 

"So again with the medieaI profession, of 
the 1000 to 1200 physicians and surgeons in India 
labonriog with a prospect more or less of • com­
petency_ Nor may we avoid mention of the 
Churoh, the Missionary body, and the colIeses 
which aboorb between them a large body of 
edueated gentlemen, and provide for the education 
of their famili .... 

"Again, all we have asserted of the above 
c1 ....... may be affirmed of the body of gentlemen 
who conatitute the ollicers of the united Indian 
Army • • • The same may be aaid of the Edu .... 
tion Department of the. country • • . How vast 
a field is the Indian empire opening to oar 
engineering and railway enterprise, from the 
humblest skilled workman il is _ROY to 
employ, to the &cientific bead that organisea iL» 

Any measure of seH-govermnent for 
India seems to be incompatible with the 
pecuniary interests of England. The author 
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of the pampblet, India for Sale: Kashmir 
Sold, wrote : 

"We do not appear to realise the fact that 
. the I.... of India will assuredly deprive "" of all 
our Eastern trade, and yet it is easy to see that 
it will be so; for not only will the marts of India 
be closed against us if we lose it-as firmly closed 
against us as are those of Central Asia now-but 
besides this, India, wilh its row produce and its 
people .killed in tnIJIWfacture. Irom of 014. will 
soon, ruuler .. &yslem of protection, beCOJrJe .. 
greal tnIJIW/aclUring Mlion, __ ill .0011 wilh its 
cheap labour and abundsnl .apply of raw malerisl 
.upp/4nl ... Ihroughoul the E ... f." (Page" of 
Indi4 Jor Sole: Ka&hmir Sold, by W. Sedgwick, 
Major, R. E., Calcutta, W. Newman I Co., Ltd., 
1886.' Price 12 aDnas.) 

Said the Marquis of Dutferin in one of 
bis speeches in England : 

"Indeed, it would not be too much to say that 
if any aerious disaster ever overtook our Indian 
Empire, or if our politic4l relalio.... wEI" floe 
peni ..... la 0/ H indwllm were to be even parti4Jly 
duturbed, there u no: a collage in Creal Bril4in 
-til all eve"" in floe """"'tacturing tlUtrict3-
whic" would not be mooe to feel the tlistutrow 
co .... "quen_ of .we" an intolerable ctI!4miIy :­
(Cloeers)." (Lord Dulferin's Speeches in India," 
John Murray, p. 284). 

If India were granted any form of self· 
government, would not England's political 
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relations with her be greatly disturbed? 
Since the inauguration of the Swadeshi cum. 
boycott movement, the manufacturing 
districts of Great Britain have been made 
to feel the disastrous consequences of the 
intolerable calamity. Was it not hinted very 
broadly in the questions which were put by 
a certain honourable member of Parliament 
to the Under·Secretary. of State for India 
that the deportations of some of the Bengalee 
gentlemen were due to their taking an active 
part in the Swadeshi propaganda? The 
Under-Secretary of State could not deny this_ 

Any form of self-government in lBdiA 
will encourage home industries either by 
preferential tarift' or boycott. And this will 
not do for the prosperity of the .. nation of 
shopkeepers." Wrote an English author: 

.. The military aggr&Ddisement of the 
(Chinese) Empire, which would provoke general 
resistance. is in fact. less to be dreaded than its 
industrial growth, which other natious wiU be. 
to some extent,. interested in maintaining. n 
(Pearson'. NlIIional Life fIlUI CIuuIlCle, p_ 141). 

Under such cireumstances what wonder 
that f!!Very sort of real self-government has 
been denied to the people of India? 



CHAPTEli X 

HOW ENGLAND LOOKS AT INDIA 

Due to th., Imperial Preference lately 
accepted by Great Britain, the outlook of 
Indian Industry is gloomier than hef ore. 
Mr. Iqbal Babadnr Saksena, writing in The 
JYealth of India in December, 1918, says: 

.. England has accepted the principle under· 
lying Imperial Preference in commercial and 
iDdU&lrial matte..... It means that England has 
realised that it can no longer remain wedded to 
Oobdenism, that free trade stands to undermine 
the industrial snpremacy of England, Jhat some 
sort of protection is absolutely -arr so that 
British industries may be prevented from falling 
into the hands of enemies after the war, and that 
it is also necessary that supplies from within the 
British Empire should be used in the countries 
forming the British Empire. It means further 
that the cry of India that protection is """, ,.ary 
for the progress of Indian induslries,---..o, no, 
even for the upkeep and expansion of struggling 
iDdU&lri .... -was reasonable; that if India is to 
make industrial prngreaa, some sort of protection 
will be found to be abaolutely Del: ery for ilS 
iDdustries, present and yet to be born; and 
that when England, with so much capital, 80 

thoroughly trained and organized labour and 80 
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elIicient in organization and direction of mdusiry, 
finds it Decessary to adopt some policy 01 protect· 
ing its industries from trade barpiea, it Stands. 
much more to reason that protection and complete 
protection be afforded to Indian industries in' 
ladia. • 

"To safeguard' the vital interests of this 
In:iian Industrialism, therefore, diJ!criminate State 
aid to IndU8triea, such as tbat granted to Tala 
Iron Works, and protection from unequal, unfair 
and destrnctive foreign competition must be 
allowed • 

.. The Home Government bas adopted the 
policy of preference to modified protection and 
the principle underlying this adoption is the 
supply of raw materials. It is to ensure the 
supply of raw materials at a cheap price and to 

. prevent 'them from falling into the bands of 
competitors that preference bas been adopted. 
India is the greatest producer of all sorts of raw 
materials. Since trade between India and England 
will be free to the extent desired by England, 
which is the centre of the Empire, therefore, it 
is reasonable to assume that raw materials going 
from India to England will be free of duly. 
and similarly manufactured goods coming from 
England to India will also be free of duty. Thus 
the Industrial position and supremacy of England 
will be assured, for ber raw materials will be 
bad at the cbeapest price and consequently her 
manufactured goods will also be sold at the 
cheapest price in the best market of the world, 
wbile her competitors, whether Western or Eastern, 
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will have to pay double duty on their goods, 
once when they import their raw materials and 

'next when they export goods to India. This 
doubi<> dnty will have the inftuenee of first 
increasing the cost of raw materiala exported 
from India to foreign counlries., that is. countries 
outside the British Empire' and then of iucreasing 
the price of manufactured goods imported from 
thoae countries hy the amount of the duty which 
will be imposed if they com~ with indigenous 
goods. Thus India will be protected agaWt 
those couutriea which are not included in the 
British Empire and which will compde with her. 
But the mnch-desired protection against England 
i. not likely to be afforded. Roughly before the 
war 40 per cent. of the export trade and 60 per 
cent. of the import trade of India was with 
England. India exported 60 per ceDI. of her .. w 
materials to countries outside the British Empire 
and imported 40 per cent. of manufactured goods 
from the same. The change in trade policy under 
consideration will have the effect of diverting the 
greater portion of the export trade of India and 
still greater portion of bet import trade inlo the 
banda of thoae within the Empire able to take 
advantage of the changed circumstances, and 
apparently DO other than England is at p_ 
capable of doing so. India for the present and 
for 90me time more to come cannot be said to 
be in a position to change her induotri.1 aspect 
herself. 

U We see. thea, there remaiDS a very meagre 
chance for the industrial improvement of India. 
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India will have to make certain aacM""" in order 
that the Industrial supremacy of England mal' 
he maintained. England is the heart of the 
Empire. To keep the Empire stahle it is necessary 
that the heart he kept sound and in a flourishing 
condition. We may say- as to this, that, if 
England atanda to the' Empire as the heart does 
to the hody, then surely England ought to perform 
the same functions to India and other parts of 
the Empire as the heart does to the hody. The 
manifest conclusion from this is that, since India 
standa in urgent need of industrial progress, it is 
necessary that the supplies of pure heart·blood 
should he made to flow to this neglected part 
more and more 80 that it may be ahle to perform 
ita local functions satisfactorily and then be 
ready to render as much assistance to the heart 
as will lie in its power when the need or occasion 
for such assistance arises. In plain terms, this 
means that money-capital, more machinery, more 
ellicient labour should come from England to 
India, work together for the good of India, with 
no end in view. bUI the industrial regeneration 
of India." 

In his well·known work on Social Rectm­
stru.ction (p. 120), Bertrand Russell writes : 

u Central African natives aCC1J8lomed 10 
living on the raw fruita of the earth and defeat­
ing Manrhester by dispensing with clothes, are 
compelled 10 work by a hut tax which they can 
only pay by taking employment under European 
capitalists." 
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The above should'be read along with wbat 
.the Momi:ng Post of London wrote in a 
receilt iss~e of that paper. 

~ We have a direct eoucern in India. because 
it is one of the dUef markets of Ibe world.. W" 
went !here as traders and. despite all the fine 
talk of our modern highbrows, Ibat is lllill Ibe 
material hasis of our rule which might be put 
in the ""nleDC:e: 'We give you protection and 
you buy onr goods.' If we abandon India it will 
DOt be only the Indians who will suffer, but the 
lwei... million people of Lancashire, and indeed 
our whole industrial system which will be aleeted: 
Aft... all, wben all is said., this nation must live. 
That ;" !he first consideration, and we ..., DO 

other way in wbit;h Ibis nation can live upon 
Ihese little islands save by industry and trade, H 

This will explain why picketing of shops 
trading in foreign cloths is considered a 
great crime hy Britisbers in India and for 
which heavy sentences have heen passed on 
men like Pandit lawaharlaI Nehru and others. 
While the most important "concessions" 
under the .. Reforms" are latent, repression 
is patent to all. We should be prepared for 
more and more of it, if the cult of the ClwrkiJ 
and spinning and weaving spread more and 
more and reduction in the import of Man­
chester manufactures takes place in this 
country. 
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India is looked upon as the happy hunt­
ing ground for the Britishers, .. marker. 
for British goods. and .. the brightest 
jewel in the British crown." In .~ Our 
Social, Heril-age." first published in 1921, 
Mr. Graham Wallas writes: . 

«A Middleshorough iroD-moulder will he 
more likely to vote for a kind aad wise policy in 
British India if he thinks of India, not .... the 
brighteot jewel in the British Crown, but as three 
hundred million human beings for whose fale be 

-4las hia share of personal responsibility, who are 
troubled each week more keenly than he ia 
troubled about food and clothing. aad housing. 
and some times feel, though less often than he 
feels, the vague stirrings of political and eocial 
hope." 

But will or can those voters of Engiand 
to whom India exists merely or chiefly for 
the exploitation of her resources by their 
kith and kin easily change their mentality 
regarding the welfare of the people of this 
country? 



CHAPTER XI 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE ? 

To encourage Indian industries we have 
to practise Swadeshi and boycott. 

Swadeshi and boycott are the two ~. 
sary aspects of one and the same thing. One 
cannot fldurish and strive without the help· 
of the other. History does not furnish a" 
single instance of one existing without . the 
other. Whenever any independent nation 
has tried to foster and develop its home 
industries--that is .. Swadeshi "-it has not 
heen able successfully to do it without 
practising at the same time the "boycott" 
of foreign goods. The word" boyeott" may 
not be even thirty years old, but the spirit 
which it expresses is as old as when man 
appeared on the face of this planeL When 
England, now the foremost free trade 
country in the world, was struggling to build 
up her industries, she did it by means of 
the economic .. boycott," which means the 
displacement of foreign goods. Writes the 
Irish historian Lecky : 
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"It was only when England bad lakeD her 
gigantic strides in the direction of mannfa.:turing 
""""ndeney, that the pressure of population on· 
subsistence became seriously felt, and the manu· 
facturers gradually assumed the attitude of free 
trade. No transformation could have been more 
astonishing or more complete. SCGTcely.. form 
of-facluring inJuslry Iuid etler b ..... practised 
in England tIUIl Iuid nor bemt Jorli~ by rwric­
lions or subsidised by bounties. T~ 6tTe7MJ 
"",,_ness and selfisluras of Uua -f-ing 
influence which ~ d~ '" ~ Reoow­
"lion hod alkMled A1M1'U:a, Iuid ruinett ~ rising 
. irul ... ".... of Ireland, hod c~ ~ Colic<> 
_factures of India, Iuid imposed Oil lire 
consumer '" home mtmDpoly prices for alm.osJ 
every arlicle ~ required. As Adam Smith cou· 
clusively shows, the merchants and manufacturers 
of England bad for geaerations steadily and 
suooeosfully aimed at two great obj~ secure 
for themselves by restrictive laws an absolute 
monopoly of the bome market, and to stimulate 
their foreign trade by bounties paid by the wbole 
community. The language of the great founder 
of English political economy illustrates with 
curious vividness bow entirely modern is the 
notion that the manufacturing interest bas a 
natural bias towards free trade. • Country geatJe.. 
mea and farmerB,' he wrote, • are, to their bonour. 
of all people the least 8lIbject to the wretched 
spirit of monopoly. The undertaker of a great 
manufactory is sometimes alarmed, if another 
work of the same kind is established within tweDty 
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miles of him.. : • . Farmers and country 
gentlemen, on the contrary, are generally disposed 
rather to promote than to obstruct the cultivation 
and improvement of their neighbours' farm,> and 
eslates. . • . • Merchanls and manufacturers 
being collected into towns, and accustomed to 
that exclusive corporation spirit which preVails 
in them, naturally endeavour to obtain against 
all their countrymen the same exclusive privileges 
which they generally possess against the 
inhabitanls of their respective towns. They accord· 
ingly see~ to have been the original inventors 
of those restraints upon the importation of foreign 
goods which eecure to them the monopoly of' the 
home market. It was probably in imitalioii of 
them, and to put themselves upon a level 'With 
those who, they found. were disposed to oppress 
them. that the country gentlemen and farme~ of 
Great Britain so far forgot the generosity which is 
natural to their station as to demand the exelusive 
privilege of supplying their countrymen > with 
corn and butcher's meat. They did not perhap~ 
take time to consider how much less their interest 
could be affected by the freedom of trade> than 
that of the people whose example they followed.' 

"Such was the relative attitude of the two 
e1asses towards the close of the century. But 
during the French war a great change took place. 
On the 0.... hand, the necessity of supplying 
England with food when a1mnst all Europe was 
combined against her, brought into costly cultin· 
lion vast portions of land. both in England and 
Ireland, which were little adapted for com 
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culture, &lid on which it could only subsist under 
!be encouragement of atravagant prices. On !be 
other hand. the growth of !be manufacturing 
towns produced an __ pressure of popula­
tion of subsistence, and a great reduction of !be 
com duties became absolutely inevitable. Under 
these circumstances, the manufacturing leaders 
strenuously supported the agitation for their total 
repeaL As great employers of labour, it was to 
them a class interest of tt>e most direct and 
important character; and by a singular felicity, 
while !bey were oertain to obtain an enormous 
share of the benefits of the change, tfie whole 
risk &lid loss would fall upon others. The move­
menZ ..... eMily _MIl into .. _ of cl4uu; 
and lite veal. weolIhy and inIel1igenl cl4u .hicA 
directed and paid lor it, conducted it so ikilfully, 
lkal ,",,",rudes oj Englislomen _" now l<>oJo _ 
if as .. brilliant esAibitio" 0/ tW;~ 
patriolUm and oppUJuJ lite or_" wloo delight 
in COnlrAlling lite enligftten.ed and liberal spw 
of English _f_ers wiJh lite besotted &elfish­
ness of English kntllDrds." 

That England boycotted Irish goods is 
well-known. But it is not so well-known 
that she tried a similar triclc with Scotland. 
Lecky says: 

«The national poverty and the unhappy 
position of Scotland could not save it from the 
COJDJDeI'Cial jealousy of its neighbour. Though 
part of the same empire, it was excluded from 
aU trade with the English colonies; no goods 

12 
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eould he laaded in Scotland from !he plaolatiO .... 
oml... they had beeu Jint \aDded in Eaglaad. 
BDd paid duty there, and ""eD then they might 
Dot he brought in a SooIds veosel. The trade 
with Eaglaud ilseH was at !he same time ".,...,..,jy 
hampered.~ 

But the Scotch people did not submit 
tamely like the Indians and the Irish. Says 
me same historian : 

«Though -...hers of Ihe British EmpiIe. 
though !hey bore their part of !he burdeos and 
!he d.angeno of Ihe British wars, !he Scotch ..,.., 
excluded by their IWighbours from all trade with 
!he colonies; and they IIOW reoolved to co.....It 
.-Iusively their OWD imeteoas and dignity. An 
Act ..... p......J declaring !hal after !he death of 
the rrigning Queen. the Sovemgu of 5cotlaud 
should have 110 right of declaring war wi!boat 
the .......... of the Parliament. .o\noIher and still 
more l!tartIiog m me. called Ihe Bill of Security. 
prorided that on the death of the Queen without 
is8ue. Ihe Estates should ..- to name a ~ 
SUtte!!OOr; but !hal this should not he !he same 
pen!On who could sUtXerd to Ihe crown of Eagland 
anles! a treaty bad beeu Jint made ...,..nog 
• Ihe honour and So~ of the SooIds crown 
and IUogdom. Ihe freedom. &""""""y. and .......... 
of parliameoJs, Ihe reIigi..... heedom. ad tnttk 
!I ~ _ioA. I~om Eog/i.J. or -1 Jo~ 
mJuerttt. . . • . 

M n- ...,.., bold m ..... ad they sbo ..... 
plainl,- !hal the "Pirit of the aarioa could _ 
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longer be trilled with. Scotland could not directly 
compel England to grant her free Irade, hut .she 
could proclaim herself " separate kingdom, and 
by the assistance of Fnnoe she might have main· 
tained her position. • . . . 'The whole nation,' 
said an observer, • was strangely inftamed, and 
a national humour of being independent of 
England fermented stron~lv among all sorts of 
people without doors.'" 

Imitation is the most sincere form of 
flattery. Those who think that ev"rything 
English is good shonld take a leaf out of the 
politico·economical philosophy of the English 
and practise what they do in the maUer of 
encouraging their home industries. Even in 
the lower house of Parliament whieh enacted 
Free Trade, the following remarkable passage 
at arms took place some forty years ago, 
hetween a Minister of the Crown and a 
Commoner. 

Foreign-mode goods. In the House of 
Commons on August n, 1896 • 

.. Mr. Mcclure asked the first Commissioner 
of works whether tbe chairs in the Reporters' 
Gallery and furniture in other paris of the House 
were of foreign manufacture and why preference 
was given to foreign over British and Irish trade. 

.. Mr . .4lrer ... Douglas. The only furniture of 
foreign manufacture in the House of Commons 
is limited to a number of chairs supplied to the 
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Preas Gallery and this was done some years ago. 
With this exception, all the articles in use are of 
British manufacture." 

England built up her ootton industry 
at the expense of India. It was this iDdustry 
more than any other whicb immensely con­
tributed to the national wealth of that country. 
In The Governmem o/India under IJ Bureau­
cracy. written by lohn Dickinson, Jun., and 
published as .No. VI, India Reform Tract, 
in 1853, it was stated : 

«Our cotton mannfacture DOW employs Oil&­

eighth of the population of the United Kingdom, 
and contributes OIl&-fourth of the whole national 
revenue, or more than twelve millions sterling 
per annum.» (P. 61). 

It was not the steel or any other industry 
which bas made England so ricb and pros­
perous as the cotton one. 

Professor Horace Hayman Wilson was a 
great friend of Dewan Ram Comul Sen­
the grandfather of the famous leader of the 
Brahmo Samaj and orator, Babu Kesbub 
Cbunder Sen. In the course of a letter 
dealing with the death of Raja Rammohun 
Roy in England. Wilson wrote to DewRn 
Ram Comul Sen, that .. an Englishman will 
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sooner lose his life than his money." It is 
this love of money that made England SO 

unscrupufous , her dealings with India. 

The English people, to whom has been 
entrusted the Government of India, have been 
always indifferent to Indian affairs. So 
much so that even Macaulay had to com­
mence his famous Essay on Clive by com­
plaining that-

"While the history of the Spanish Empire 
in America is fllll1iliarly known to all the natious 
of Euro~ the great actio"" of our countrymen in 
the East should, even among ouraelveo, excite little 
intereBt. Every &ehoolhoy knows who imprisoned 
MoDleZuma, and who mangled Atahll8lpa. But 
..., douht whether one in ten, even among Englit!h 
gentlemen of highly cultivated minds, can tell 
who won the hattie of Bwo:ar, perpetrated the 
ma .. acre of Patna, whether Shuja Dowlah ruled 
in Oude or in Travancore, or whether Holkar 
.... a Hindoo or a M1lI!IIulman.ft 

Since Macaulay's time, matters have not 
improved. The English are eulpably 
neglecting the interests and welfare of the 
Indian people. To rouse them to their sense 
of duty and responsibility regarding India 
there was DO other method surer of success 
than that of touching their pockets. Thia 
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accounted for the genesis of the .. Boycott " 
movement, and that it succeeded w;as proved 
by the fact of the closure for.a time of over 
500 cotton mills of Lancashire. Of course, 
Englishmen hav"e not yet turned their atten· 
tion to Indian aHairs or tried to right India's 
wrongs or redress her grievances. 

Wherever the growth of nationalities has 
taken place, the first step necessary for its 
accomplishment has been without fail the 
Boycott cum Swadeshi movement. We may 
tum to America. The Colonists on, the eve 
of the revolution and the subsequent forma­
tion of a nation bad to practise " boycott." 
That story is so well-known and bas been 
so often told that it need not' be repeated 
here. * Only one extract from Lecky will 
suffice : 

"The merchants of the chief toWll8 entered 
into agreemenIB to order no more goods from 
England, cancel all orders already given, io some 
cases even to send no remittances to England io 
payment of their debts, till the Stamp Act was 
repealed. . • . • In order that the colonies 
might be able to dispense with .... istance from 
... - .... _-----------
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England. great effoJ1s _ made to prom_ 
manufactures. The richest citizeDs set !he 1mUDp1e 
of dreesill§ in old or homespun clothes rather 
than wear DeW" clothes imported from England; 
and in order to supply !he deficieney of wool, 
a general agreement was made to abstain from 
eating lamb.."· 

The same story is told by Italy also. 
Italy was not united; half a century ago, 
there was no Italian nation in the modem 
sense of the term. But when there came the 
awakening of the national consciousness, the 
Italians, who were smarting under the foreign 
yoke, forbade their countrymen the purchase 
of Austrian cigars and lottery tickets, the 
profits of which _ went to the Austria .. 
exchequer. t 

Dr. Heinrich Friedjung truly observes- in 
his preliminary remarks on the unification 
of Italy and Germany : 

" We must carefully notice !hal !he oupporten 
of the movement for uni6cation both in Germany 
... d Italy were drawn eu:lusm.l.y from !he 
edocal1!d claases; but !heir efforts were powerfully 
onpported by !he ..ubli"""-t and mpansion of 
foreign trade, and by !he collSln1ction of roads 
and Hilwa,.., since !he oeparale element- of !he 

• LeckT. HUIoIy 0/ E~ Vol. IV. p. 83. 
t IIti.t. Po 255. 
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nation were thus broUght closer together. The 
seholar and the author were- joined by the manu­
facturer, who produced goods for a marIret out­
side his own small country, and by the merdtaut 
who was cramped by Custom·house restrictions." * 

The country of the Indian manufacturer 
is not a small one and so. speaking generally, 
he has not yet to produce goods for a market 
outside his own country. 

The Swadeshi spirit which brought about 
the Dational unity of Germany and Italy has 
heen evoked in India hy causes patent to all 
who can read the signs of the times. The 
boycott movement which is necessarily a 
counterpart of Swadeshi is sure to achieve 
the same end for the cause of Indian 
nationality as it has done for America and 
Italy. It is difficult to measure the possibi­
lities of the Swadeshi movemenL Even the 
author of Nctional Life and National 
Charact,er says : 

a The supremacy of the infer;or races in the 
future ia likely to be achi~ by industrial 
pro~ rather than by military """'I1leot." t 

• TAe ,,«14. H~, (Ecliled ..,. Dr. H. F. 
BdmhoIt). Vol. VIII. Po 190. 

t P ....... •• N_ We "" NOIi_ C/Nr....,. 
p.99. 
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Let the prayer go out of the heart of 
every patriotic Indian that success be to the 
cause of Swadeshi in India, that the Mother­
land again rise in prospe.rity and win the 
esteem iIllld respect of other nations by the 
skill of her manufacturing sons and daughters. 
May Swadeshi and Boycott take such a finn 
r«Kit in the land of the holy rishis and sages. 
whose productions both material and spiritual 
still excite the admiration of all peoples of 
the world. that nothing may be able to uproot 
them. God of all nations, give strength to 
the people 'of India to carry on with vigour 
the campaign of Swadeshi and Boycott till 
aU their elf orts be crowned with success and 
the formation of a United Indian Nation. 

The cultivation of Jute should every year 
be adjusted to requirements. Cotton-growing 
should be encouraged and its export should 
be as far as possible put a stop to. 

In every household, the Charka should 
be introduced and every person should be 
clad in Khadtlar. 

In these lies the salvation of India. 



APPENDIX A 

Sidelighta on the Rain of ladiau Shippiag 

Sideligbls on how the ruin of Indian shipping 
came about are thrown by some passages in 
W. S. Lindsay's Bi8lDry oJ Mercluml Shipping, 
Vol. n, in which it is statlld : 

"Ia 1789 the portugu ..... who ...... engrossed the 
whole of the orieatal trade, had bat three .&ips at Can_ 
the Dutch five, the Fnmch ...... the no- ...... the Uuitod 
Sute. of Amorica ~ ODd the Eadioh Eut hulia Com_ forty, while Brio. oobj..". reoidiDg ira _ 
had: a similar nOlDber. MoJ'eOYel', a "!ffJ CODSiden.We 
portion of the Inde of the Eut w.. then -.meted ;" 
lodiaa lhipa, _ by the Dati .... by whom .. ......, 
__ were uudertakeD from ladia to ChiDa, ODd from 
tbe ...... of Malobor to the P ........ Golf ... d the B .. 
Sea, .. in the dayo befwe the _e to Europe by 
the Cape of Good Hope bod bemt ~ 

"I, w .. JIOI, ho_. tmtiI 1195 that _·buiIt 
~ ... ete pennitted ... __ good& I. Load.... bo 
the _ of the, year a pal DUmber of the Com_', 
lhipo bon". bemt employed iD the ..moe of the EaalioIa 
goyemment, iusbucti0D5 were .eDt to me presidencia 
10 _ ~ of _ baih a. 161. per 'OD foI" riee 
ODd other cIead·weigIn _ ODd 2Ill. foI" Jicht good& 
'0 the Th....... with liberty '0 toke bock 011 thett owa ___ wbo_ mereboa_ they pleuod to the 
territories of the Company. Ol' to &Ilf pUce withia the 
lilDi .. of ita chan ... 

"M_ of them bnit!& ................ ctod on opeeuJa.. 
lion, UDder an impftMioa that they ...... d be permoneutly .... pI.,.., oltboach wuued by Lord Comwallio to the 
OOIllnry, their cnmen were 1JMl1, diuppoiDted wItea. 
they fonnd that ot_ the immedi • .., ,...... of the .......... 
_. ODd the Campay had bee. ..tio6.. their _coo 
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"'.... no longer roquired. English shipowners in "'" 
oenice of .h. Company inJIesihly maiatoiDed their IDOIlO­

poly, and having -.red lIIipulations fOT a DUmD.r of 
wyages during 8uecessi:ve years. they socceesfuDy opposed 
for • time any mnoq:tion of a permaDeDl character upon 
their chartered rights. The..- _, which ...... 
between .b. indepettdent """""'lB of Eag!and, who had 
oomhined with the ow ..... of ""'"" shipping apinst the 
Company em this point, illduced the Directors to make 
variOU8 concessions, which were the ptelude to the opening 
.f ,the trad. at a mlnre period.~ Pp. 454 " 455. 

Perhaps at that future period the "con­
cessions" came too late 80 far as "the owners of 
native shipping" were concemed_ 

The same author writes in the same volume 
of his work: 

• When. in 1~ the Company's charte.r was again 
renewed. the important prorision was made that all His 
Majeoty'. oubiocta. reeidiDc iD ay pHl .f hi. Europe.m 
dominiono, were to be allowed to _ to India _ 
articl. til the prodn.. or awml""""" of tho country 
whue they maided. exeept ,mlitary 8lOJ't8. a1DlllUDition, 
_ spors, eord_, pi.cIJ. tar, and copper: and the 
Company's civil senmta in India. u well as the free 
merchUltS .residant ~ were permitted to &hip. GIl 

their own account and risk, all kinds of Indian 800ds, 
uoept ealicoce, dimities.. musliD:a. aDd other piececooda.. 
But 10 jcalO1lS were the Djrectors of competitioa in their 
commercial operatiOll5, that they prevailed OIl the ,;owcu­
meal to ineert wariOU8 dau8elJ ill the new ch.rter 'Wherebr 
"either tho mereh ..... of India nor nI England _orally, 
nor ny of the Company's eerv~ 'Were aUowed to 
import or export except in ships belongiac to 01' charteteG 
by the Company; appropriating, h_. under Yarioaa 
ratrieUous.. three thon&aDd. tong. of I!Ifl&Ce in their shipe 
lor the U5e of private tnder:s, at the reduced 1'8:1, in 
ti.,. nI ........ SL outwards, and ISL ho........u, fw _ 
_ occupied by th_ iD the ~. ohipo, hat 
etipwatiDg rhar this me of freight might be iacreased 
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iu time of .,ar by the IIIJIII'OI>otIc of the Board of 
Control." pp. 456-57. 

It is stated further in the same book : 
"Lord Melville qu..... from a letter writt... by 

!he ~ of HuriDg. to !he Company, dated 21st of 
March. 18l2, the fo\JowiDg _ • It will ... be 
denied that the lacilities graDted by thal Act (the Act 
of 1796) have Dot been satiafaetol'y, at least to the mer­
chants of this country or of India." Pap 457~ 

APPENDIXB 

The Indigenous iron lndustri .... of India 

. In Sir GeOrge Watt'. ComrrJ<!rcial Products of 
Ind;" page 692, it is stated : 

to There would seem to be U DO doubt that the 
existing manufacture of wrought iron by a direct proeeat. 
waa wide-opread in the OOIIDtry be!ore the date 01 the 
mOlt ancient historic 9 while the mau.ufacture of 
the ancient WOO" anti . by many centuries the 
cementaDou procees, d oped ill Europe,. for the lD8IlU-
focture 01 the ~ qualities of .... 1." • The Nati.e 
iron.omeJliag induotry has hoOD pnetieally stamped _ 
by cheap imported iron and .reel within range of the 
_."., but i. I!tiIl peni8to lD the more ...- parts 
of the Peninaul. and in .. ..., pan. of the CenlHl 
Provi-. has oh""" si_ of e1igh. iulp ........... L· (I..". 
c;,..., 1907, ill, 145.) According to Mr. Syed Ali 
Be!grami, the NUatn's Dominions lumiohed the material 
from which the Iamouo D ..... _. blades of the Middle 
Aaes '""" made. To <hi. day Hyderahad io noted for 
its swords and daaen. tt 

It does not appear that the British Co_ 
in Iodia ever did anything to prevent "the Nalivtl 
iron.smelting industry" from being "rractically 
stamped out." But some glimpoo 0 how the 
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process of stamping out WIll! aooelerated are In 
be found in Valentine Ball's /u.agk Life in Irulid, 
pp. 2201-25, where he writes : 

N_mber 16th (1869). Deocb.-
"In this Yillage there are 80Dle utiYe iroa. mrnac::es­

the .BOle 8I1rviring remains of aD industry DOW weil.mgh 
.,.tiDCt in thie put 01 the COODUy' owing 10 m.. .....me. 
tioas placed upon it by !he Birbhnm ~. which 
hooght up the &Ole right to m8Dufaetu~ and mug abo 
to th. royally' suboequeutly inllictod by tbe name 
landlords. ... 

The Birbhum Company, referred to above, 
was a British Company. The British Government 
ought Dot to have sold the sole '!ight to man .... 
facture iron and _I to this company. nor allowed 
.. the native landlords", to inJIict a prohibitive 
royalty. Who, if any interested persons, instigated 

. them to do so, is not stated. 
Valentine Ball adds, 
.. To ,he beot 01 my 'belief th..., fum..,.. .... I .. 

their size and the magnitude of their results,. by far tho 
largest and moRt important in the whole of IndiL Each 
fumaoe .. u1d make about 15 cwt. 01 _ per _; 
and the lOts! estimotet! _ttum in 1852 from 70 of _ 
fum ......... put d ..... at 1700 _. by Dr. Oldham. The 
lohttrs or irOlHDuen here were Hindoos; but further to 
the north, in tho mol.... 01 !he Ramgmh Hilla, there is 
another race of iroD.maken,. who use the ordiDa.rr small 
fum...... and are callod Col.. It is probahie that theT 
.... indeetieol with the AguriaDs 01 Huaribegh and 
Palamow.. whom 1 sh.n deecribe on a future page.'" 
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B_ India's Indigem>us Paper Indll8b'y 
W88 Ruined 

In the previously mentioned work Sir George 
Walt gives a br~ history of the manufacture and 
uoe of paper in different countries of Asia, includ­
ing India. Coming to the days of the rule of the 
East India Company, he writes : 

"bne of the earliest detailQd accoUDta of the NatiYe 
methods of paper-making, in 1ndia is perhaps that &ivea 
by Buehanan·Hamil.OD (Stol. Acc. Dinoi~ 272·73). the 
mo1..w uoed being jute. Prior.o 1840 India obtained 
• larp -share of ita paper supplies from China. Ahoal th.. date iDtereat was aroused in the &ubject, &ad both 
HiDdu aDd Muha_.daa lactories !Dr band·made _ 
were establiabed. aD over the COUDtry. DttriDc Sir Charles 
Wood'. teDure of the ofiice 01 the Secmary 01 S""o !Dr 
India, &a onler was iMued !Dr the pan:haoo of 011 the 
... pplies required by the G.m:nuneat of India in Gnat 
Bri.oia. &ad rIW u..... back wry ..nously tAo .......... 
In_ p''''''''''''''''" (p. 866.) 

The ita[ics are ours~ 

Sir Charles Wood was the grandfather of 
Lord Irwin, the ",,-Governor-General of India, and 
is generally known for hi. Education' Despatch. 
But he should be remembered also for the order 
which contributed largely towards the dacay of 
tI.e indigenous paper industry of India. 
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How India's Indigenous SlIgar Industry 
was Ruined 

In The Commercial Products 0/ India Sir 
George Watt writes : 

U An import duty on Indian SUP;. which was ~ 
Ii.ally prohibit;.., wa. impoecd by GlUt Britain. It 
came to 8a. a cwt. mote t.han WfIS laken on. Cok:mWl 
sugar." (P. 958.) , 

The italics lire Sir George Watt's. 
He concludes the section devoted to .. Exports 

to Foreign Countries" with. the following para­
grapb, which bas the aideheading .. Severe Blow" : 

5l Thus there can be DO doubt that a BBYere hlow 
has _ dealt to the Indi... _or industry, "hi.... but 
for its own immense: resources and recuperative power, 
might he .. beeD eal.mi-.. Had &gland continuad to 
pun:haec Indian raw sugar. there ie Bttle doubt an 
immense expanaioa of the area of production, and _ 
enhancement of the yield, would have been the natural 
c.mnsequence. All this is now ehans:k and sugar repre­
eent8 53~ ...gent. of the toW v ue Of the iitlcler-

-of--roott and -Jri~ jmlNf~ecJ:andl8 ilia "iftUbd huge. 
SiDiTe:"U6c:re-of importatiOD., the firar Being cotton pieee-­

good': Thul the t_ chief items of India'. early export 
trade hal'e )eeome her greatest modem imports.. ft 

Sir George Watt's work. from which the 
above extraclB are taken. was published in 1908 
.. under tha authority of Hia Majesty'. Secretary 
'Of State for India in Council." and is, therefore, 
""! a seditious book written by a .l'!'"Iilentiai 
agItator. 
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The ftDiu of Indian A¢ealture 

By PROF. DvIJADAS DUTrA, M.A. 

«The hoot, way of wonIJippiDg God .......... ia 
alIayinc the diotnioo of the ti-.. aod ia im • the 
coaeliti ... of IIWI. Thill depends, 110_, OIl r~ 
....,.. of Acriculhue, eIc.~ (,jiM-AkI>wi. Po U-
BkIch ......... ) , 

A: tea·planter was asked why Ju, did not 
engage in jute or paddy cultivation. He gave a 
curt reply: U It would not pay, the cultivator 
worked for the mere wages of labour." Though 
our arts. and industries have been killed by foreign 
competition, there is little fear yet of any foreign 
competitionib agriculture, which is already at the 
lowest ebb,-no, Dot even in regard to jute, which 
is so much in demand in the markets of Europe 
and America. But who knows what the morrow 
may bring forth. The opening of the Panama 
Canal, and the marvellous reduction of the C08t 
of prodUClU>n in America from the introduction 
of scientific method. and improved machinery, 
may at any time lead to foreign competition even 
in agriculture, and as it has always happened­
when the competition lies between science and 
improved machinery on the one hand, and emperi. 
cism and hand·labour on the other,-with the 
same fatal _"Its a. in the case of our arts and 
ind,,~ There is no time for us to he asleep. 
(Even now Australian wheal has begun to compete 
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..... io""ly with home-grown wheat in our marketa l­
We should seriously eonsider omd remove lire 
"'lIlIeS and COnditioDli that have led omd are still 
leading to lire ruin of Indian agriculture. How­
ever much we may try to impreoa other people 
with lire hit!b profit. to . be derived from agri­
culture, .practical people shake dreir heads, and 
are aceptiooL P.eople with any capital to invest, 
much aa llrey may talk of ito-never _ioualy 
thiak of eagagiag in -sricuJture- We are all 
b""y convincing. othed, but are not convinced 
ouneheL 'In (It oK tK'. that. is our moIto for 
agriculture. The «mindar commandjng Ute 
Jarsest _ of culturable land, lire mahajan 
capitaliat rolling in gold, or the ouooessful lawyer 
-with lire highest education that any coUJll;rycan 
give •. in fact all who have money to invest, and 
brains enough to direct a' farm of the, most 
imptoved and scientific tn>e.-uever dream of 
easaging in agriculture for profit, omd very 
seldom even for a hobby. The agricultural expert, 
European or Indian, with lire higheot agricultural 
tra~ that the woI'ld can give, may. be busy 

. _urmg 0Ihers· of a.profit of Ib. 250 per momh 
from " farm of 100 bigbaa (capital requinid un· 
known).- while for' hi"""'" be Iumbn after a 
fixed monthly. salary. and a cosy bertb. under the 
GovelmneaIo ." He came to 88ft otlIen, Jrimoe\f 
he cannOI saVe." 

How !he agricultural outlook bas cbanged! 
European 8ltJI"rIS may not be aware of it, but 
bow can we forget what we saw with our D_ 
ey ... ? Fifty years ago, !here _ not a gentleman 

13 
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owning land in the villages who had not his farm 
Or k"- or nij jo, with perhaps a small dairy 
which he worked hy hired labour under his 
persoual supervision. Why has he cut olf his· 
connection with practical farming, arable or dairy. 
and let out his land to poor ever-indebted culti­
vators? Why; but to gratify his lo~ of a life 
free from risk or trouble, and the enjoyment of 
.8D "unearned increment," either· as money-rent 
or produ .... renL Everybody knows !hat farming 
on one's Il_ account by hired labour is DOt 
paying under the existing conditions of our 
country_ Any shrewd' man of business, that bas 
money to invest, would rather invest il in I_ 
to the cultivator al a fabulous rate of interest. 
ranging froDl' 5(} to 70 per cent. per annum. 
With 'such a sunny prospect of doubling his capital 
ill two years, the village money·lender would 
he a fool to invest any money in farming on his 
own account, which cannot, under the moat favour­
able conditions, yield a profit of more than 10. 
to 15 per cent. per annlllD. The landed1!entry," 
the money·lender, or the agricultural expert, one 
and all, in theae days keep as far from practical 
farming as they would from the devil himself. 
They will sing the praises of, and go into 
ecstasies over the profits of agricultore, they will 
try by all means to tantalise others into it, bat 
they will themselves he always OD !heir guard, 
as though i~ were the very .. pit that is bottom­
less." Why should it be 50? Because, speaking 
generally, under the existing conditions, agri­
culture on a large scale and with profit, is 
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practically impossible, because Indian agrienIture, 
like !he Indian arts and industries, is DOW in !he 
throes of dea!h. Agriculture whiI:h W88 so profit. 
able in India m olden times !hat in !he RamtJ'f­
!he farmers and stock·breeders of India are said 
to haw: been a weal!hy class, so well protected 
by !he king lhat !hey could sleep wi!h doors 
wide open. .. D""'-vantak suNJks4itG •• r_ 
bibritadvara kiishigoralalt4jivinDh," agriculture 
which found -profitable occupation for !he middle 
class gentleman- even -so late as half. a century 
ago, is now in !he very· throes of dea!h in !his 
_called agricultural conntJt of ours. What 
could be !he causes !hat have brought about so 
marvellous a transformation for evil in so abort 
8 time? . 

The reader will perhaps he surprised if he 
is told !hat India was a country of peas_­
proprieto" ag~ before Switzerland or any country 

.in Europe; -!hat .!he kiDg in India, Ihongh he had 
~lute right fiver -!he Ii...,. and properties of 
his subjects, was not !he proprietor of !he land,­
!hat he !hought it unworlhy of hi. kiDgly dignity 
to be ranked wi!h his subjects as !he proprietor 
of Ibis or !hat patch of land, !hat agriculture in 
India was !he jomt duty and !he joint interest 
of !he king and his subjects, !he kiDg providing 
!he pasture ground, !he agricultural capital, and 
!he facilities for irrigation, at !he same time acting 
as Iha protector and guardian of !he' cultivator, 
and !he cultWator providing !he labour of agri­
culture, !hat it was as much !he interest of !he 
king as of !he cultivator to ohtain !he maximum 
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yield from the soil. for instead of money-rent 
the king obtained a fixed share of the actual 
produce in kind, usually a sixth of the produce. 
If there was a heavy yield, the royal revenues 
rose; if there was a low yield, the royal revenues 
feU. How stand we now? The feudalism of 
Europe has been somewhat clumsily engralted 
on the old Indian stook of pe ••• nt-proprietorship, 
«the Zemindar's official position as tu-collector 
being confused with the proprietary right of an 
English land·lord, n (Hunter), so that the Indian 
cultivator is half a serf. and less than half a 
peasant-proprietor~rnshed with the duties of 
both. hut without the privileges of either. Let 
us not be contented with hare allegatioDS, but let 
us S? into evidence. 

We have said that in ancient India, the 
proprietor of the land was not the king, but the 
cultivator-for the land is said to belong to the 
man who first clears the land for purposes of 
cultivation--" SIIuuru ~ kiJaram n (Manu" 
IX. 44) and that K the forests. hiU. and holy 
places are without a proprietor ,-and do not 
admit of being given-« ..,..",..,. . pGI'f1(II<rIa 
plMI., ... lirlhan.,G - yaIcInGne eM. $GI'WII'fG ~ 

t'J:~ .... cAo wha parigrahalo H (Usanas 
'ta, V. 16); What was the king and why 

was rent paid to the king? The king was the 
proteetor and guardian of the land, and the rent 
was paid as a contribution or fee for the help 
and protection given by the king. «The king 
deserves one-half of old buried _yeo and 
of the minerals in the earth. as giving protection, 
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for he is· the guardian and protector over the 
Iud "-" B1wmeradhipalir hi S<IA» VII, 39,­
Manu. The king is not called the Bhusvami or 
land-owner. but the adllipsti or guardian and 
protector of the land. Says the Ramayana: 
"Great is the sin of the king who wbile accepting 
their tribute of the sixth (of the produce) does 
not prolect the subjeets 88 though they were his 
own 8ODS" (VI·I1·Aranya). Says Manu :-"The 
king who does not prolecl but takes the sixth 
share of the produce is called a carrier of all 
the evil of the world" (Mana VIII. 30). "The 
king who takea either the rent, the _.... the 
presenls or the Ii_ but doea not protect, surely 
goes to bell" (Mam. VIII, 307). Manu hes the 
royal share as a "sixth, an eighth, or a twelfth .. 
VII, 130. .. The share is to he hed 80 that the 
king 88 well as the worker receive their due 
rewarda-"yallta phakna yujy_ raja karta cIw 
karmmuzm " VII, 128. On this the commentator 
remarks-" The mutoal elaims of the king and the 
cultivator were so adjusted that the king might 
get the fruits of his supervision and the cultivators 
or traders the froils of their labour in cultivation 
or trade." The king enjoys. the 8ixth part (of 
the produce) ," 88Y" the Ramayana. "how should 
he not protect his subjeets?"· .. Shar bhsgtuya 
cha bho/aa '0" raluhote· 110 pTOjah kathamr 
UIt., XXXI, 87. Thus we see that the rent W88 

Dot an 1IlJe&I"I1ed increment paid by the huahand­
man to the king as the proprietor of particular 
patchea of ·Iand. but as a contribution to the 
aovereign or over·lord of all, which he earned by 



the performance of certain duties.. It.,88. right 
enjoyed by the king for the performance by him of 
certain duties. What then were the specific dories 
for the performance of.,hich the rent W88 paid? 

The duties of the king. tboogb generally 
"""ressed by ODe pregnant word. "R.hlu.,,.. 
belcslumtt.." giving proteclioD BDd relief, ..... also 
distinctly specified, aad amoug other duties. the 
followiDg are the principal: (1) providing 
pasture for the cattle. SaY" the Yaj ...... alkya 
Sanbita: " Grazmg groDDd should be .......... eel as 
Ihe villageIs d...u.. or as fixed by royal command 
Betw ..... the village site aad the arable fields !here 
shoa1d be reserved a beh of 100 D""-s (300 
cubits) aroDDd each rilJage-two bDDdred .0..­
in the case of woody villages aad four bDDdred 
dlulnu (1 dhaaa=3 cubits I in !he """" of to ..... 
(II, 169-170)." Says Mam.-"There sball be 
ree:t fed on all sides of each village • belt of 
100 d""-s or Ihree Ihro_ of the shepherd'. 
stidt, BDd Ihrire !hat quautity for 10_ !here !he 
grazing of cattle sball DOt be p .. nishable (VIII, 
237)." We sballsee furtbe.- OD !hat !he prcm.ioa 
of grazing s-md for cattle by !he ~ ... 
duty ft'!C'OgDised eteIl by !he Mohanwlm Empero .... 
tboogb .... doubt the _ of the IBDd _ally 
resem.d for grazing purpooes "aried from time to 
lime. There are people still liring who wiD tell 
you !hat they "'-I..... 5a. !he l81li .--iDS of 
Ihoee old grazing groouds aroDDd !heir village, 
betw..", !he arable fields aad !he village .iIe&. 

The ~Dd duty of !he kiag w .. to provide 
_ for irrigaliOD purpoees. The Hindu king 
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shared with his people certain ideas and beliefs 
regardiog the .... rks of merit for the other world 
which prompted the whole nation, irrespective" of 
easte or class, to render yeoman'. service in the 
cause of the country's agricnlture. For every 
Hindn, whether king or warrior, whether priest 
or cnltivator, the two main gateways of heaven 
were I."", or performance of sacrifices to en· 
courage sacred learning, and P_ or the excava· 
tion of tanks, wells, and canals for giving facilities 
for the development of agriculture: ': Yapi. 
kup/lolGragadi D_y~ a... IIRlI4pradmram" 
IJTtIIIlBh. parlamilyabhidhiyale. l.htopllTlaa awi­
jati.nam '''''''''''1'''' dharmtJ!adIuJnau, AdhikDri 
6/uJvd Sudrah purle dltarlMna "aidike" (Am, 
44). The belief being universal, the duty was 
also enjoined by the SanIiitM for all, and not 
for the king in particnlar, though we find both 
in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, that the 
kinga alway. looked upon a prolonged drought 
as a divine visitation for their own sins, and 
they moved beaven and earth for timely rains. 
« Kalabar.hi a... parjanyah "-when .. rains set 
in timely, it we to the credit of the king. When 
king Sambarana with bis wife Tapati was wander­
ing in the forests, there we no rain in his kingdom 
for twelve long yesrs, but the moment they 
returned, the rains set in, causing the crops to 
grow. We find the sage Narada in his enquiry 
as to whether the king Yudhisthira had been 
properly performing his duties to his subject&, 
thus enumerating the duties of the king: U Have 
you provided large tanks well filled with waler 
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suitably distributed in each difterent part of the 
kingdom? For, agriculture will not thrive if it 
has to depend on the rains. Do you take care to 
see that the husbandman'. stock of food or of 
seed does not run out?" Kacl&id ,,..lure f4Ialumi 
punIIIlIi cluJ briJumli cluJ bluJg,..o vinitlishtani no 
whirdevlJ1TUJlriktJ. Kaccmn JI/J bluJlaGm bijtmdul 
1uu.IuJluuy_idGli (V. 82 Sabhaparva). Like­
wise alao we read of King Bharata in the 
Ramayana providing caDals large as the sea and 
filled with waler, and in places where there wali 
scarcity of waler, he excsvated many excellent 
tanks for dtijikiug purposes, well·protected by 
raised banks" ·'f,(Ayodbya, LXXX, 11 and 12). 
Here at Comilla : where I am writing, stand some 
e>;eellent lanh · the most lasting monuments of 
glory of the old Maharajas of Hill Tippera, and 
but for these the town would now have suftered 
from terrible water·faroines year after year. But 
"we call our fathers fools, so wise we grow ... 
We and our Mabarajahs of now .. .days have given 
up, what we call, those old and foolish soper­
stitions of .our forefathers, and however much we 
may spend our money profitably in pyrotechnic 
displays for the encouragement of the ""i_ 
and the arts, for the lasliug good of the country, 
there is no fear whatever that either we onraelves 
or our Maharajahs under the able guidance of 
ministera like ourselves, will squander away any 
more money needlessly in the excavation of tanks 
or wells, or other worles of irrigation for the 
benefit of agriculture. 

The third duty for which the kiug was 
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allowed rent, w"" protection from thieves and 
rohheu, free of charge. In these days the Rrsyat, 
in addition to paying the rent to his -Iand·lord, 
hu to enter into ruinous and expensive litigation, 
and figltt out to the hitter end, through the 
proverhial .. law's delay," to defend his holding 
against tresp.....,,-s, and hi. crops and live-stock 
from thieves and robbers. Indeed, it may he said 
that he alone supports, like All"" of old, the huge 
machinery of the law courts on his own shoulders. 
In those golden days, however, the Rtayta not only 
got justice free of cost, but in, case the kiug 
failed to recover any stolen :prpj>erty from the 
thief, he had to make good-~it& value from his 
own tressury. Says Manu: The property stolen 
hy thieves, the kiug is to restore to all the cutes." 
DtJIa"1aA ....",.. tJ_6"y.. ,aiM choNJir hrilam 
d/r.orwn, VIII, 40. Says the Vishnu Sanhita: 
" Stolen property when recovered, the kiug should 
restore to all the castes. If it is not recovered, 
he should supply its value froin his own treasury" 
-" AlI4IHJly cho J1XJkosatkwJ dadytll (HI. 45) 
"Chour~iily.. y""'" srhtuuJm gClm4)'d 
lunhadvadadyal (Goutama, 0.. x).-" Stolen 
property is to he recovered and restored to the 
owner,-<>r i. to he paid for from the _ury." 
That the king really held himself hound to 
recover and restore all stolen property, and 
actually tried his best to perform that duty, will 
further appear from the followiug description in 
the Mahahharala of an incident in the life of 
Yudhisthlra:-When Yudhisthira ruled, a thief 
stole some _ cows helouging to a Brahman. The 
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Brahman represeated the matter to Arjun, saying. 
«11&e king who accounts the sixth of the produce 
as his share, but does not protect his subjects, is 
said to be responsible for all the sins of all the 
world." Arjuna heard il and said. «If J do not 
give relief to this man crying at our gate, the 
king sha1l have committed the great sin of neglect 
of dmy." So saying Arjuna at a great personal 
risk entered Dranpadi's room. took his bow and 
arro_ went with the Brahman, overtook the 
thieves, recovered the cattle, and restored them to 
the Brabman Thus it should be quite clear that 
lmder the old H.indu law. the king who received 
the siath share of the produce did not receive it 
as an " unearned increment " like what is 
enjoyed by our Zemindars, or the English land· 
lords, but had on his part, among other respon· 
sible duties, to recover and restore stolen property 
free of cosL 

How did agriculture Hourish in Mahomedan 
times, it will be asked. The history of the Indian 
people during the Mshomedan times has yet to 
be written. We are still but chewing the cud of 
European scholars and historians. not always free 
from prejudice. Basing our conclusions on such 
materials as we are at present in possession of. 
_ may say that 80 far as village life and the 
internal management of the Indian village co .... 
munities were coocerned. the Mahomedan rule ... 
preferred to leave the old Hindu laws and village 
customs almost intacL They too realised their 
rent in kind. ouly the old Hindu rule of oue-eiath 
waa raised by Akbar to one·third of the actual 
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produce. The Emperors sometimes made bereditary 
grants of land or pensions for the subsistence of 
saints and men of learning or of the impoverisbed 
representatives of old and respectable families. 
"Such,1t!nds(Sayurgbai) were bereditary, and 
differ for· this reason from J agir or tuyal lands 
which were conferred for a specified time on 
Mansabdars (leaders of armies) in lieu of 
salaries." -Blochmann, page 270. But the 
emperor. did not create any bereditary middlemen. 
or permanent rent·farmers.lib! our Zemindars, but 
dealt with the husbandmen directly_ In the 
Mabomedan times for "all land which paid rent 
into the Imperial Exchequer," the husbandman 
has his choice 10 pay the revenue either in ready 
money or by kunkoat or by Bbaoli" (Gladwin's 
translation of Ain-i-Akbari, p. 251) _ Again the 
Amil Gozzar or Revenue Colleclor i. directed 
« not to be covetous of-nceiving money only, hul 
likewise take grain."· 

The manner of receiving grain is described. 
(1) Kunkul or appraisement or estimation of the 
grain by inspectors while the crop. are standing, 
(2) Battai or Bbaoli or division of the grain after 
the crop is harvested, and the grain collecled into 
barns, (3) Khetbattai or by dividing the field as 
soon as it is sown. and (4) Lang Battai or 
division after the grain is gathered inlo beaps. 
Thu. il was optional with the cultivator in 
Mahomedan times 10 pay bi. rent in kind, and 

• With .regard to Akbar, Hunter says: "The asenee 
of his procedure was '0 6>: the amoun' which the cui ... "'0" abould pay to ..... hinI of the _ produoe, 
leaviDI it to their optiOll to pay ia mODe, or in kind. 
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as a &xed portion of the produce, for example, 
for the best quality of land or .. Pooly" (i.e., 
what we call Dofasli) or land cultivated for every 
harvest, and neVer allowed to lie fallow.» _u A 
third part of the medium (average) produce was 
the revenue settled by His Majesty (Akbar) ," the 
second quality of .. Perowaty land when cultivated 
paying the same revenue as pooly; "-but when 
lIot cultivated or left fallow, unlike now ... ·days, 
no rent was charged. It was thUB the common 
interest of tbe emperor and of tbe husbandman 
to extend cultivation and obtain mm the soil the 
maximum yield it was capable of producing. 
Accordingly, we lind the Emperor Akbar giving 
the following directions to the Ami! Guzzar or 
Revenue Collector :-(1) Let him not be dis­
couraged at the lands having fallen waste, but 
exert himself to bring bock again into cultivation." 
(2) U He must assist the needy busbandman with 
loans of money, and receive payments at distant 
and convenient periods." Indeed, these loans 
might be repaid in ten years, and yet the total 
amount realised was not to he more than double 
the amount of the loan. (3)" When any village 
is cultivated to the highest degree of perfection, 
by the skilful management of the chief thereof, 

. there shall be bestowed upon him some reward 
proportionate to his meriL" (4)" If a husband· 
man cultivates a 1 ... quantity of land than he 
engaged for, but produces a good excuse for 80 

doing lei it be accepted." 

We lind the Mabomedan Emperor, like the 
old Hindu king, holding himself responsible to 
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!he cultivator for supplying the nece..ary extent 
of grazing· ground for the cultivatGrs' cattle. on 
reasonable. terms. Accordingly, it was ruled by 
Akbar .. U anyone does not tultivate khiraja 
(or revenue-paying land), but keeps it for 
pasturage, let there be taken yearly from a buffalo 
6 dams (one dam o ..... fortieth of a Rupee. or about 
2 pice), and from an ox 3 dams, but calves shall 
be permitted to graze without paying any duty. 
For every plough !here shall be allowed four 
oxen, two cows and one buflalo,-from whom 
likewise lID duty .fuJU be ",!reA for pasturage." 
(Gladwin's translation of !he Ain·i·Akbari, 
p. 256). I need hardly say that the Msbomedan 
Emperors never had any faith in that most whole­
some of the Hindu superstitions, which placed !he 
highest value on the excavation (Pur"') of" tanks 
and weUs as passports to heaven, but the Ain·i· 
Akbari also speaks of irrigation at the pub!ic 
expense," waste lands which a Moslem has made 
arable by means of water brought thither at the 
public expense," (Gladwin, p. MO), which shows 
that the Mabomedan Emperors enjoying even more 
than we are doing this day, the benefits of !he 
extensive works of irrigation done in the Hindn 
times, and still being done under those old Hindu 
superstitions, though they paid I ... attention to it, 
they could not have been altogether indifferent to 
the question of water supply by the State for 
purposes of agriculture. 

Again even as the Hindu king was bound to 
see that !he cultivator's stock of food or seed 
did not fail-" BhakttJllCM bijlJ1tch,. /m,,1uJkosyrs 
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""" .... idali." --ilO likewise did Akbar CODSider him­
self bound to see that the producer of food for 
the people was not left without food himoelf, and 
provided public granaries in different paris of the 
kingdom,-a measure as tHective as it was simple 
-for'the prevention of famine :-" Granaries are 
erected i& diHerent paris of the kingdom from 
whence the cattle employed by the state are pro­
vided with subsistence. They are also applied to 
the relief of indigent husbandmen, and in time 
of scarcity the grain is sold at a low price, but 
the quantity is proportioaed to the absolute 
necessities of the purchaser_" 

Likewise throughout the empire a great 
quantity of food is dressed daily for the support of 
the poor and needy_ .. For this purpose, Akbar 
exacted an annual tribute of tea seers of grain 
from every bigtu. of cultivated land throughont 
the empire" (Gladwin's Ain-i-Akbari, p. 189)_ 

Lastly as regards justice ai.d the redress of 
wrong done to the cultivator, it must be admitted 
that the ideal of the Mahomedan rulers __ 
as high as that of the old Hindu kings, and there 
is no reason to think that they would conaider it 
their duty to restore from the royal treasury, like 
the old Hindu kings, the value of any stolen 
property that they failed to recover from 
the thief. The Mahomedan rulers, however, eon­
aidered it to be the .. inunediate duty of a monarch 
to reeeive complaints, and administer justice. ft In 
this matter, he delegated his power to the Kai 
who tried esch case not .. without painful Man:h 
and minnte enquiry "-though the complainant 
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had nothing to pay for expenses either as court­
fees, process fees or lawy~r'. fees, etc., as in these 
days. 

Indeed. so great was the inljlreSt in agri­
culture taken by the Empel'Or Akbar, that he !,ied 
to remove one of the most seriona drawbacks that 
to·day hampers the progress of Indian apulture 
-by helping the cultivators to gat all their lands 
in one block. .. After some time it was reported 
that those who held grants (Sayarghals) had not 
the lands in one and the same place, whereby 
the weak whose gronnds lay near khadisha lands 
(i.e" paying revenue to the Imperial Exchequer) 
or near the jagirs of the mansabdars or leaders 
of armies were exposed to vexations: and were 
encroached upon hy nnprincipled men. His 
Majesty then ordered that they should gat lands 
in one spot, which the~ might choose. The order 
proved beneficial for both parties." ~ It was 
ordered that everyone who shonld leave his place, 
should lose one-fourth of his lands, and receive 
a new grant" (pp. 268 and 269, Blochmann'a 
translation). What a world of good we should 
he doing if we could follow this nohle example 
of Akbar on a more extensive scale so that each 
husbandman of to-day might get all his arable 
land in one block and coveniently situated in 
reference to his homestead. 

Thus we find that the Mabomedan Emperors 
like the old Hindu kings had very good reason to 
feel that the 8Ucoess of agriculture was as much 
their own interest as that of the Rayar, and that 
for the sucoess of agriculture, even as the RaytJI was 
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responsible to give his labour, the Emperor WlI8 
also responsible to provide the capital, the faci­
lities for irrigation, and the pasture for the cattle, 
that he was responsible to adm;n;st.er justice, and 
give the cultivator protection against thieves and 
trespassers free of cost. The rent was paid to the 
state as a sort of fee fo~ the performance of these 
onerous duties by the stale, and in no sense could 
it be looked upon as an .. unearned increment," 
as enjoyed by either the feudal land-lords in 
England, or their Indian aubstitutes, the Zemindars 
of to-day; whom Hunter apeaks of as .. the mush­
room creations of Mahomedan despotism"­
though more correctly apeeking they were created 
by a fiat of John Company. It was only under 
favourable conditions like the preceding that agri­
culture could flourish in: India both in the 
MahGmedan and in the liin!Iu period. under the 
Indian Rayat, for the largest majority if whom it 
may be said that their only capital lay in former 
times as now in the strength of their Gwn bones 
and muscles and their habits of industry and 
temperance. 

What happened during the period of transi· 
tiGn fro .... the MahGmedan to the British rule? 
Akbar died in 1605 and Aurangzeb died in 1701. 
The puppets who succeeded Aurangzeb were 
rapacious debauchees unfit to rule and the Mogul 
Empire was destroyed by Nadir Shah in 1739. 
The Government may be said to have passed into 
the hands of the British from 1767 under Warren 
Hastings, who became the first Governor-General 
of India in 1774. In that half a century what 
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momentous though silent transformatioDS took 
place in this country as affecting our agriculture; 
India cessed to be looked upon as the country of 
peasant-proprietors, as it had hee.. from the 
remotest antiquity_ The state ceased to be the 
mere guardian and protector of the land, " Bkumer 
fldAipGlir hi $oIs." The rule of $thana chetl .... ,. .. 

. kedoram,» that the arable land is the property 
of the man who cleared the jungle for cultivation. 
ceased to have force. The forests and hills ceased 
to be without a proprietor, fJ$fJlJIfOikfm,.oIsulr., or 
rather eeased to be the $ort of no man'. property 
(compare the Roman Res Nullius) that it was 
from the remotest antiquity, which any intending 
cultivator could appropri_ by reclamation. and 
on which neither the state nor any individual 
whatever had the right.to levy N fJZfJI'Gna. The 
rent paid by the cultivator eeased to be regarded 
as the fee, paid for certain valuable services 
rendered by the State for the benefit of agriculture. 
Says Manu: 

• The kine is kIo fix md receive the rents ad tue& 
of hi' lrillldom 10 that the IriI!I receive the fruit. of 
superriaion, &ad the cultintor and the trader receive 
the fruit. of their labour of cultivation and tradiog" 
(VU 128). -Yaoltc plwkna yajyef4 raj. ,-", eM 
NWumas.." 

The king ceased to be responsible to the 
cultivator 88 before for the restoration of his 
atol.... property free of cost. But the worst of it 
all was that during that tim" of transition. or 
rather anarchy from the death of Aurangzib ill 
1707 to th" destrueliOll of the Moghal Empire by 
Nadir Shah in 1739, the rapacity of those puppets 

U 
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Iha1 disgraced the throne. introduced the system 
of the temporary farming of the revenues to 
irresponsible and sharlring adventurers for lump 
sums of money. The only hope of the country, 
and the only redeeming feature of thst farming 
system or rather system of contracts was Iha1 it 
was temporary, and when Warren Hastings became 
the Governor·General in 1774, it conId be 
eipeeted Iha1 the system of farming of the revenues • 
would be given up. But Iha1 was uot to be. 

"The .,.;.m,g Mahomod... _ .... adapl£d in 
its entirety. Eagagements. aometimes ye.ly, egmttj!Ml, 
fm- a term of yean, were emtered into- with the Zemindan, 
to • Jump sum for the area OYer' which they ~ 
control. U the off .. of the ZemiDdar ......... d..-d _tiaIa<tory, __ .... __ led in m. 
pIoce. For more thaD _ ,....., theoe temporary 
engagement. CODtiDued, ud reeeind the UDCtioa of 
W ...... Hawnp ~ (Encydo. Brilisb India). 

This system of farming of the reven..... with 
its collateral system of requiring compnloory pay­
ments of rem in lump 8UJDS of money, insIead of 
in kind as a bed share of the produce. which 
is the root cause of the ruin of IDdiau agriculture, 
was only a temporary disease in the body politic 
in the last days of 1M Mahomedan rule and 
might have ceased and the proprietorship of the 
husbandman restored to him and confirmed, with 
a change of administration for the better. But 
that was not to be. Lord Cornwallis in 1793 
made the system of farming of the __ 
permanent, and depriving the hwobandmen of their 
ownership of the land, raised the &latus of thoee 
mere contractora df the revenue into that of the 
modern kmindara of Bqal-adcl-mg Ih-. 



with what truth Lord Cornwallis alODe amId say, 
_ "the actual proprietors of the land. H Sir 
John Shore was right .men he said in his min_ 
of 1788 that "the reDIs belong to the sovereign." 
But was wrong in saying that" the land (beloogs) 
to the 7eminder." The name 7.emjndar does not 
occur in the Ain-i-Akbari_ The JagiIs granted 
by the Emperors for military service., were for 

. a prescribed period only. The English prejudices 
of Lord Cornwallis and his colleagues __ ...... 
pODSible for his fatal blomder of divesting the 
husbandman of his right of property in the soil 
he cultivated, which he had enjoyed without 
inte.rnJption from time immemorial" thus couimtWg 
him into a mere serf as in feudal Europe, to 
invest his " mushroom creatioos H -the hmindars, 
with it, that they might take the p...... of the 
feudal lords. He thought India was Ene;land, the 
Zemiodar corresponding to the English land-lord, 
and the rarat to the English serf or _-..I-will 

"Ily two ~ ~_ of 1"199 ad 1812, doe 
-, .... practically JAIl .. doe _ of • nck ..... m. 
Iud-lonI- 1Eac. British Iadia). 

What has been theaeliect? The rent realised 
ceased to hear ""y fixed proportion to the actual 
prod...,., of the 8Oil, and could he realised in all 
iIs fullness even though a single ear of com 
should DOt reward all the sweat of the bmw of 
the toiling husbandman The basic principle of 
Hindu Law, that the rent is dJarged by the Slate 
for the performance of oertain dutim by the state. 
...- material to the """"""" of agricull1lre, was 
gone. A fatal diva..,., between the right to enjoy 
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the rent, and the duty to help the development of 
agriculture has talen place. Regulation I of 1793 
confers on the Zemindars the privilege of enjoy­
ing the rent" for ever," but lays ou him no duty 
wbatever to help the developm_ of agriculture. 
"The Governor in Council trusts that "The 
proprietors of land "-meaning the Zemindars. 
"will exert themselves in the cultivation of their 
lands." A very pious hope no doubt, but that 
was all. There was no penalt1 imposed if they 
proved unworthy of the trust. The enjoyment of 
the rent was all that the Zemindar cared for, and 
taking the example of the Zemindars for a model, 
the Government, too, where there were no 
Zemindars, forgot that the rent was a mere foe for 
the performance of certain duties by the state. 
Whatever the so-called proprietors or rather 
enjoyers of rent did for agricultore, they came 
to look upon not as the fulfilment of a bounden 
duty, but as a mere work of charity or philan. 
thropy. little better than a waste of valuable 
money. No one who now enjoys the rent, thinks 
that he i. bound to give a loan on easy terms to 
the rayat, or to provide ,Pasture ground for the 
rayats' cattle. or to remit the rent, if the rayat 
has to use hi. arable land for a pasture ground 
or to provide facilities for irrigation. Indeed the 
enjoyer of the rent haa quietly appropriated 
almost all the public pasture ground of the 
country. The very idea that the kings of old 
were bound to restore from his own treasury the 
value of his stolen property free of cost, to the 
rayat, seems to us Utopian. 
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We have been aecustom.,q to see a very 
different spectacle. The rayat is now practically 
8Upporting on his Atlas-like shoulders, the law, 
courts with all their huge paraphernalia, and the 
Zemiudars and Mahajans with all their myrmidons 
of amlo& and pya4Q3. Unlike the Emperor Akbar, 
the rent-enjoyeIS lo-day never dream that it is 
their duty to give loans to the rayat, and those 
loans might be repaid in ten years, and yet the 
total interest realised never exceed the principal_ 
They never dream that in order to he entitled 10 
enjoy the rent, they are bound to provide free 
all the necessary tanh, wells and canals for 
purposes of irrigation. No one now has the 
option to pay rent in kind as a fixed share of 
the actual produce-either a sixth as in Hiudu 
times, or a third as in Akbar's time. Rent has 
now to he paid in money-a lump sum irres­
pective of the actual produce of the land, regard­
less whether all the rayalll' toils are rewarded 
with an ear of corn or noL Thus the rent-eojoyer 
has no interest whatever in securing an increase 
of produce or an extension of cultivation. Judeed 
under the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
the rent-enjoyer'. interest lies in the reduction of 
the produce and the decline of cultivation. The 
law provides that if the prices of the ataple food 
crops rise, the rent ..... joyer is entitled to an 
increase of rent. The prices rise when the supply 
fails, i. e., when the crop fails, and cultivation 
declines. How absurd! The duties of the rent­
enjoyer are thus clean swept away,-the privilege 
of rolling in unearned gold alone remaining. 



214 RUIN OF INDIAN TRADE AND INDUSTRIES 

The effect of. this divorce of the privilege of 
enjoyment from the duty to be perfomu>d. could 
'Dot but be disastrous. It has naturally beeome 
the sole ambition of every Indian of means to 
be the enjoyer of an "unearned iooremeUl. " 
Agriculture whieb was the occupation of every 
householder so that the tenD grih<u1lwJ or ho ....... ' 
holder became a synonym for farmer. bas now 
become diatasteful to the gentlemen or the 
b1uJdralok cl""" of to-day. Even as the "bart 
panteth after the brooks," the heart of every 
Bangalee gentleman, whether hatrister-at.law or 
pleader. whether Zemindar or Mabajan. whether 
Jndge or Magistrate or am14, all paUl after that 
Lotus-Eatera' life of an enjoyer of rents without 
their corresponding duties, so that they and their 
children'. children may roll in unearned gold, 
and sleep beside their nectar like the gods, core­
less of mankind.. To realise his dream of life 
without duties more fully, the rent ..... joyer has 
only to screw np the money rent by hook or by 
crook to the highest pitch, and then Bublet his 
right for a lump 8um to a ",.u-idtJ1' who again 
gives a few more !Urns to the screw, aod subleta 
to the tlar·J1G" .... idtJ1' aod 80 on and on without 
end. Thua like parasite upon parasite, a whole 
chain of rent ..... joyers .. ule Oil the devoted head 
of the husbandman to divide the fruits of that 
poor man'. labours. 

Thus has this country of peasant·proprietors 
been transformed into one of rent_ioyers, and 
to a condition much woroe than feudal England 
which Lord Cornwallis' took for his model; for 
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in England the _Ie of Qui4 EmpIDTa of 1285 
disallowed .ub-infeudation altogether, while" in 
India Acts were passed to legalise interminable 
sub.iafeudation, without any restriction whatev~. 
The whole country is now become a country of 
the enjoyers of rent under the various denomina-

", tions of zemimiar, paUani4ar, daT-paUani4tir, 
howlad4r, talukdar. and what not. Thus India, 
which was the very queen of agricultural countries, 
is now become a country of crafty middlemen. 
India which was the country of peasant-proprieto18 
ages before Switzerland or France or any other 
Europesn country, has now become a country of 
the so-called proprietors of land, more interested 
in the failure than in the success of agriculture. 
and "rolling in unearned luxury» consuming 
the fruits of the labour of the toiling husband­
man "engaged in grinding labour." "eking out 
a precarious existence" and having no champimlB 
or spokesmen to express his views, or protect his 
interests. 

These then are the root causes that have 
led to the ruin of Indian Agrioulture, and" made 
the Indian husbandman what Lord CUl%On 
describes him to be, 

"The Indiu j>OOr. !he Indian peasant. the JlIIu ..... 
humbled, sil_ millio .... the eishtT per cent. who ...­
I>y qr;.,ultu.... who bow ...,. Iilll. of poIitica hut 
who profit or suffer by their resulta, ad whoa mea' • 
.,.., ...,. the .,. .. of their .,."..,.."... too .. 1m> forgot.. 

(PROI'. DVl.JADAS DUTTA, M.A.., in TM Modern 
R""i_ August, 1913). 



APPENDIX F 
IadiaD Rankins and the Bm. of 

IadiaD laduslriee 
Banking in its modem form is B foreigD 

iEtitutiOIl in hnIia. Though !he maiD functio .... 
of banking had in !he past beeu ably performed 
by indigenous bankers. that mouler of finBOre. 
!he ExdoaV- and Joint Stock Bank, is of foreign 
origiD.. II was DO unusual ~ in !be J>re.BriIish 
daya for a bill of exchange (or what lOaa in 
actio. a bill of exchange) 10 atart from KaImaJldu 
in Nepal and 10 be eashecI in My801'e inSoutia 
Judi.. tlaough. DO doubt, it took long enough 10 
Jeada ita desrinatimL The inlerDal trade of India 
.. _n as what foreign trade there waa at that 
sime ... finaaced by lactim baokera. IlUlluljalU. 
SdIu. CIuuia or whatever tIaey were caIJed ill 
dilIerem paris of Iadia. There is ample evideace 
10 prove that individuals oflea depoaired tIaeir 
NYings vitia these bankeD, and !he baokera. _ 
a DOrmaJ practice, advaared large IIUIII8 to tradeD, 
laadJorda and .,...,.. 10 PriDc:ea for !he porpoae 
of War or p....,. e<oDODly. 

Witla !he ....... ing of !he British and Ibe 
;.otutiOll of tIaeir M enforred" COIIIIIIerCe vitia 
ladia. tIaere aprang up • whole aerieo of wIooJe. 
eale ""- IraDaport orgmizari-. boaded ...­
"- Ok_, all over JudiL British Banking ... 
al 0DC>e !he maiD apring whid> ran tbe whole 
...... n$ and .... itaeH nm by tlaeae instituticms.. 
The ,-,It was that tbe '_iere of ladia bt«aa 
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to feel a progressive loss of grip upon the Indian 
market. Wholesale honses which dealt in foreign 
goods got very cheap credit from these foreigners 
and dealers in foreign goods shared the benefit 
01 this crediL There being large capital hshind 
these banka (all the loot of the so-called "civil," 
military and mercantile officials trielded into these 
banka), the indigenous trader could not cope with 
the proteges of these banks. They could not sell 
their goods at fixed price nor give long credit, 
nor transport their goods cheaply, nor do any­
thing easily which helped the smooth Bow of trade. 

.It will be a long story to follow step by 
step the progress of marauding British Banking 
into the smiling and prosperous fields of h}dian 
Industry. If told at length, it will merely repeat 
incidents over and over again. Tales of slowly 
pushing out of Indian goods from their home 
market, of traders going bankrupt or giving up 
internal commerce in order to join the .lavish 
ranka of those who sold foreign goods; tales of 
hills for bome-produced goods going abegging to 
be discounted and of hills for foreign goods being 
discounted for next to nothing; tales of foreign 
"husiness men" eoming to India with only the 
pair of trousers in which they travelled as assets 
and being granted big over-drafts, while Indian 
merchant princes getting no credit anywhere, 
tales of indigenous traders losing all faith in their 
own business and going over with their deposits 
to foreign hankers in the hope of fioding favour 
in the eyes of foreign business magnates. Thus 
slowly were Indian banking aod business ground 



into .... "'""ing too small to be grouml down 1lIIY 
further. The biggest Indian Capitalists lost their 
good name and foreigners !w:a_ the only 
"Stable and safe" people. Slowly the British 
Banks gained the confid ....... of the Indian p1lh1i~ 
who poured their savings into the cofteno of ~ 
aliens, who in their tom used the money to further 
the C8U1!e of Britain and reduce IDdi ..... to a State 
of abject economic slavery. 

At the preseal moment British Bankers in 
India do not 88 a geuera1 rule give any faciliti"" 
to Indian bnsiness men. They of ""1U'IIe are very 
keen on gd!ing deposits from the natives. In 
timee of crisis British Bankers flock together; but 
woe betide the Indian Banker who looks for belp 
to BritisherB in time of a run or financial 
stringeney. On the contrary. sometimes wben 
Indian Banks go down or have a bard atruggle to 
face, eriI tongnes ascribe snch happenings to 
forcee which for ODknown reaao... dislike proe­
perity in Indians. 

APPENDIX G 

The Bupe&SterIiDg Exehange .ad, 
bdiaa lad_tries 

India has an eDensive trade with Britain. 
Every year Britiabers buy millio.... of poomd& 
worth of Indian material and Indi..... buy (or 
are forced to buy) large quantities of foreign 
goods 88 well 88 pay for alleged "Servioea" 
rendered to India by foreigners. So that f1'Iery 
year • large demand is created in India for pound 
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sterling and. similarly, a large demand is creaIe<l 
in Britain for Rupees. The rate at which the 
rupee buys pound and vice versa is therefore of 
very great importance. For if pounds sterling 
.~\,at a cbeap rate it become easier for Indians 
to uy British goods and. on the otber hand, if 
pound sella dear it becomes easier for Indians to 
sell goods to Britain. Now, !his exchange ratio, 
had it been free to adjust itself to the laws of 
demand and supply, would have meant profit or 
loss to Indians or Britishers according to the 
vicissitudes of International trade. But if it were 
controlled. it could he abused.. And it has been 
abused oft.m and on. Let us take an instance. 
The British, let us say. are at ODe time obliged 
to purchase very large quantities of Indian 
material. When the time comes to pay for the 
goods, they have to boy rupees in the money 
market to settle their debts. Now, if by some 
artificial means they could he enabled to buy 
Rupees cheaper than they could in the open inter­
national money market, they could gain whilat 
ludi..... would he cheated. For, by this means, 
while the artificially created rate remains in force, 
Indi ..... would he getting fewer pounds for their 
Rupees and thus ultimately I... of British goods 
for their money, than they would have got 
normally. This artificial aid to exchange is given 
by selling Rupees in London (by the British 
Govemm_ of India) and pounds in'India under 
official management and from state funds in lndis 
and Britain. Such things have been done more 
than once. Let us see what Sir Pnnbouamdas 
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Thakurdas said ill his minnie of dissent in the 
Report of the Royal Commission on Indian 
Currency and Finance (Hilton Young Commission. 
1926) • 

.. 4. Till 1893, India had a oil •• , .tandud with 
free coinage of &iJver.. and the rupee wo • fuD value 
silvt!l' emn. Owiag to the cliscarding of silver u a 
.laIldard of value m leading "" ••• riee in the W ... after 
the Franco-.Cuman War, wild ftucmatic;ma took place iD. 
the rates of exchange between India and «old ttandard 
countries. In response to a widespread general feeling 
amonpt the orgoised seetiODS of the commercial com­
mODity in India, the GOYel'DmeDt of India proposed to 
the Secretary of State the stopping of the free eoiDllle 
of silver with a view to the introductiou of 8 Bold standard. 
The HeJ'lchell Committee, to whom the proposal ".. 
referred for m..estigation aDd report, apprmred of the 
Govemment of ladl.'s proposals,. with certain modifi.u.. 
lionL The recommeDdations of that Committee were 
accep.ed by Her Maje~'. Govemmeot; and m 1898 the 
Fowler Committee W88 appointed to eon aider ud :report 
on .. tha propoeal. of the GovernmeD' of India for makiDtl 
.« .. tive the policy adopted by Her Maj ... y'. Go ........ 
ment iD. 1892 and jnitiated in June of that year by the 
closing of the Indian Minis to what is bOWD .. the 
me coinage of "lver. That policy had for iI. declared 
abject the ... abliobment of • go\d .... dud m India.a 

1'6.e Fotols RtCommen4aROIU 
«5. The Fowler Committee U lookiDg forward • • • 

10 the effeetive e .. abliobment m India 01 • Bold .... dard 
and currency baaed OIl the principles of the &ee inflow 
and outlow of gold. ft reeommeaded that: 

(1) The Indio Minta should COIltinue dolled to 
the ullJQtricled c:oinap of sil.er ud .hould be 
opened to the UJlI'eatricled coinage of gold. 

(2) The _OmBD ohould he mad. legal t.nder 
and a cW'l'ent eoin_ 
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(3) The ratio ~een the rupee and.the pound • 
• terling mould be R.. 15 to the pound. i.e* the 
elOlhange value of the rupee ehould be I,. 401. 

(4) No lepl obligation to give gold for rupees 
for merely intemaI purp .... sh!,n1d be ac<epted; 
but 

(5) The profit on the coinage of rup_ should 
be held in gold .. • special ....,..... and made 
freely available for foreign remittances whenever 
."change fen below gold apecie poinL 

(6) The Govemm:ent should eonlinue to give 
rupees for gold, but fresh ru_ ohould not be 
coined until the proportion of gold ill the currency 
was fouad to exceed the requirements of the public. 
«These recommendationa were accepted u. without 

qualification - by the Secretary of Slate, who on the 25til 
of luly, 1899~ 'requ.eated the Government of India to 
make preparatiOD fOr' the coinage of gold..~ n 

Had these recommendations been given effect 
to, Indian exchange would have been largely free 
from official abuse and India would have played 
her <>WD game at the Intematioual m<>ney market, 
without the drag of British interests or the inter­
national value of the pound. But this would not 
have helped the British cause; so these recom­
mendations were not carried out; though they 
were officially accepted. 

The abuse went on; greatly to the dis­
advantage of India. Ratios of exchange were 
fixed moat arbitrarily and rupees and pounds sold 
by the Government to keep up these various 
ratios. The losses were borne alway. by the 
Indians. Thus in 1926, Sir P. Thakurdas .aid:· 

• Royal Comm. on India Currency and F"umce. 1926. 
p. 115 (1929 edition). 
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• "The I""" on sales of 'Rev- Bills (sale of 
pounds from India) in India e .. eed. lis. 22 
crores. " Not only did India I ..... in cash It> main­
tain fictitious ratios. the lose was also indirect. 
For in order to maintain the ponnd vaIoo of the 
rupee, the Cnrrency in India was deflated 
enormously to bring down the general level of 
prices. In the report quoted above. we find that 
in 1920, in an aUempt to stabilise the rupee at 2sh. 
(wben the actual rate was 1 ... 45jl6d.) the 
Currency was defialed "to the __ of lis. 35 
Crores. " The remit was a violent disturbance in 
the Indian Market which caused great loss 10 
numerous people. 

The Government did not learn its lessolL In 
1923-24 the market beca_ !!O tight owing to 
defiation that the Bank Rate went up to 8 per ceut.. 
In the above Report we read : • 

aID !he Vi....,.'. tdegram to !he 5ecnuIy of s...e. 
dated !he 8Ih of October. J.9'M, it is admi_ - thai the __ iD the _et is the ___ of c-... 
ment aeti:oa in CDDtractiDc CWiEDcy? 01 raths in placiDc 
8Iriet Ii.,; ..... pwibilitiea of espIIIIOioa ••• We obaaId 
.... dUiculry iD refuaiD& to prooide _ ~ b 
additiouo to ~ ..... if ... wished to do 110 """ 
there io _ n.k of .. fiDaaciaJ crioio if we l«p the 
tcrew 011 too tight. .. 

Again we read : t 
- Ba' ddlau..., """ .. __ .-... of 

eschange, baa heea _pliobed I>r piCO " C !he 
expoDsioD of !he eW'dkji to !he _ -oy __ 
I>r Indio, .. eorideueed I>r the _ ..... amllw __ 
of ..,.,.....;.... ID fact, the Gowemmoat of IDdia _ 
""- pleaded with the Sea_, of Swe iD .......... 3 

• Repon ef Ro,aI Com& ... IDoL Cur. r ... I. 
(I!129 edilioD>. JIlt. J.2Z.23. tlli .... Po l2L 
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of their telegram to him .1 the 4th of Ncwemher, 1924. 
"hen they pressed for authority to pteVeDt the uchange 
rising abo"" Is. 6d. in· the following words; 

~ W. doubt whethet sulieient weight has been g;.... 
by you to the Sreat improvement ill ioternal economic 
.... ditiOll. which has taken place in India, and to the 
check which ill the last few 'fear& has been placed ... 
the expansion gf eurrency. In the last two years the -raw 
materials of India have been in great demand with the 
.......ut that th..., baa heen a aubstantial ttade haIaoce 
in her favour. 

M In a word India has been starYed of her natural 
currency requirements and this operation. being equivalent 
to deRation, haa been eJfective in raieing: the rate of 
exchange.." 

The preaenl exchange ratio is favourable fo 
Britain. It enables her fo sell more goods td 
India and dBllUlge Indian Industries. But its 
enforced existence has been the greatest obstacle 
to India's economic expansion. Everywhere ill 
India people cry, thtlI'<! is no money fo carrr ;)n 
trade with. The explanation is found ill the above 
quotations. 

APPENDIX H 

Sale of Treasury Bills aDd Borrowing at 
High Rate 

The Indian Government is a competitor with 
the Indian trader ill the money market. Being 
chronically abort of funds, the Government is 
always borrowing large SUms here as well .... ill 
London. The abort loans raised ill India are 
obtaiDed by the sale of Treasury ,Bills, whkh 
draws out large sums from the market to the 
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detriment of our trade and industry. It is sinful, 
the way the Government walb into a Ught market 
and draws out money, either to meet dues or 10 
effect coutraction of Cn:mmcy. Who would risk 
money in trade and industry, if Government Bonds 
yielded a high rate? Who would give short 
loans to traders at a fair rate if the Government 
were willing' to· accept what IlII' t .... tamonnt to 
Hundis? This policy of the Government has been 
a great blight since the end of the War. It is 
the last straw that may yet break the back of the· 
Indian Industrinl Camel, which has traveised 
many a long decade of bad trade on an. almost 
empty stomach. ' 

The Government also mortgages India's 
Revenues at a high rate of interest. While other 
nations borrow at a low rate in the world's Money 
Markets, India borrows (is made to borrow) at 
a high rate in the Market where Britain reigns 
sup"""". Often a loan raised by India has sold 
at a premium the day after it had been ftoated. 
Why? Because the interest was too high. Where 
the Government could have got the same Capits! 
by pledging I per cent. or 1 i per cenL less in 
interest, Government has pledged more. Why? 
Because the lenders have been mainly Britishers 
(usually in the first instance as underwriters). 
Not merely have they borrowed the money .. t a 
high rate: they have also used that money in 
Bri~in (or in India) for the purchase of goods 
whlch have not unusually been the highest priced 
in the world. Why? Becauae the sellera have 
been British Tradesmen! 



APPENDIX I 

.. Speeime_ of India. Textiles"~ 
where are they? 

By B. D. BASU. MAJOR, UU. 

According t" Bolls, whose .. Consideratio ... 
OD Indian Affairs H was published within ten years 
Ilfter the battle of Plassey : 

'. "Tbe oppreuiOIlI and monopoliu in trade which. 
h ... been introduced of late ,.,... but particularly'_ 
the late........ h... been the principal cau... of ouch 
• deereaM iD. the :real revenUe8a of Bengal, as may. 
ahonly be moot -..rely felt by the Company. For the 
Ry .... who are paerally hoth Iaod·hoId ... md mmufoc. 
turen, by the oppnlOBi.DlI of. gomasIa8 in harasaiDg them 
for good .. are frequently rondered iDeapahIe of impronag 
their land, and neD. of paying their renta; for which on 
the """'" hIIDd they .... qain clmtieod by the otIieera 
of the -.nu. and DOt infrequ""tl,. _ by th_ harpies 
been .. _...... to ..n their chil<hm in order '0 pay 
their rea .. or othenriae obliged to 1Iy the oouutry." 

Again, the 881118 author wrote : 
"We come to consider a monopoly the IIlOIt cruel 

in its nature and moal destructiTe in its COD&eqUence& to 
• the Com_y'o all.... in Beogal of all that bue of late 

been eatabliabed there. Perbopo it ..... da ~eled in the hi ... ", of __ eat that __ ... earth. 
eonoidered .. • public _ sud _ sball DOt be Ieaa 
astonished when '"' coruider the meJl who promoted it. 
... d the ..... ua Ii .... by them for the _Iisbme.t of 
oueb .. clu.; .... dealiDgo in what may there be conaidered 
u neceeeane. of life." 

It is recorded by Bolls that the Indian weavers 
a u_ their inability 10 perform web _ 

... b .... _ forced a_ dlom by the Com_y·. ogeata, 

15 
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mUv....ny known in I!eJJgaI by the name of Mutdwlcslu. 
have bad their goods seized and 801d on the spot to make 
good the deficiency; and the winders of raw aiIl, called 
N __ have been tre8ted also with ouch injustiee, thst 
instances have been known of their cutting oi their 
thumbs to prevent their heing forced to wind silk." 

It is not necessary to mention all the measures 
which in the early days of the East India 
Company led to the ruin of Indian industries. 
But all those measures did not bring about the 
total extinction of Indian manufactures and 
industries. For after all knowledge is power and 
.the manufacturers of England were ignorant of 
many of the processes employed by Indian 
artisans in the mailufacture of their articles and 
wares." The holding of the first luternational 
Exhibition in 1851 was 'not only an incentive to 
the manufacturers of England to produce articles 
for the Indian markets, but it indirectly afforded 
them an opportunity to learn the trade secrets of 
Indian crafts.men. The English manufacturers 
left no stone untumed to wring out of the ludian 
artists the secret processes by which the latter 
succeeded in manufacturing their beautiful articl .... 

A couple of yeara after the first International 
Exhibition, took place the renewal of the Charter 
of the East India Company. Several witoesaes 
who appeared before the Parliamentary Com­
mittees appointed to inquire into Indian aJfaira 
gave it in their evidence that English maauf_ 

• "We &II a manufaclllling people are mil far 
l>ehind th .... (the' l'Ddi_l.n-s;. 'I'boinu MuOIO. Set 
TAe Modo,.. R ....... ... 1. II. p. 541. 
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turers should he alfurded facilities to have an 
extensive market for their articles in India. 

At the same time Dr. John Forbes Royle, 
who had been in charge of the Indian Dep __ 
of the first InternationaJ Exhibition. impressed 
upon the Court of Directors the importance of 
forming a Museum in London to permanently 
emibit the products and mannfactures of India. 
It is needless to say that the Court .most gladly 
adopted his aeheme. because the Museum was to 
he established at the expense of India and it was 
to allord bread and bntter to a large number of 
the inhabitants of England. But while complet­
ing the arrangements Of this Museum he died in 
January 1858. Dr. Forbes Watson W88 appointed 
88 hi. successor. It was during his tenure of 
olliee that the last step leading to the destruction 
of Indian textile manufactures was taken. 

What this step was has been very well 
described hy Dr. Watson himself. He _: 

... Specimens of all the important TutUe Manufae-­
lurea of India existiDg m the Store. of the India Museum. 
have been eoUected in eighteen large yolumes" of which 
,wenty .... h .... been ptepared, each ... he;ng .. neoriy 
a. )JOOl8ihle, an euet o""""'1'art of all the othen. The 
~ighleen volumes.. forming one aet, contain 100 apocimene, 
illustrating in • complete and convemeut mllDllel', this 
branch of Indian Manufactureo. The _ .... .,.. ... 
be distribllk4 ill Crmr Bril4iA ... India tIWtft" in. 
the /OTIfU!T oM _ ill ilia lGte ......... that theJ:e will he 
"'eDty plaees, .. ch provided with • eoIleetion enetly 
like all tho othen, and .. arranged .. to admit of the 
iDtet<hango of __ wheD d_" 

The passage which _ have itaJieised in the 
aho~ AytI'AM ~"hn_ tltAt .It_ ""n.1.-.":':_ ..l!.J -_&. 
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possess any sense of proportion when they distri­
buted thirteen sel8 in Great Britain and seVeR 

only in India. 

The distribution of the seven seI8 in India 
was an afterthought. It was not the original 
intention of the authoritietl, as is ,evident from 
what Dr. F orbee Wataon wrote: 

It The original intention was that the whole of the 
twenty.... should be distributed in this country 
(E.gland). Furth .. co.uderalioa, ,,-, poin .. to !he 
espediency f)f placiDg • certaill number of them ill India: 
1st, hecouoe this couroe will facilitate th_ trade opera· 
tiona between the two countries whieh it is the object 
of the work to promote and encourage; and 2ndly. 
because it is poBSihle that the collection mflJ be of direct 
uee to the Indian manufacturer . . • . • 

W It seems to be clearly for the ad .... tag. of I.dia 
that ~ facility should be .mo. to the introduction, 
from thie COUDtry~ of 8O.ch maaufactu.rea U caB he 
II1ppliad to the _1. thnte more cbeaply. than .,. bend 
labour on the opot. The mlllJ win Ihu. be benefited, and 
the hardship" which may poosibly fall upon the ~ will 
ne. be .. riou. or IODg felt, aince their I.bear will IOOU 
be diverted into Dew and, in all prohahility, more profit. 
abl. cbanDer.. 

• Ao to this cheap.... it should be hem. in mind 
that the poorer cl..... in I.dia for wh... benefit c10th 
W8I BOUght to be made ch.ap have always uaed tbe 
coareer fohm.. Th... product&, of the bendl_ are 
.... n ... cheaper than Manchester geoda conoidering that 
tba former I... much Ionpr. But Out fabrice were 
formerly actually cheaper in pries than English _I ... 
.. Mr. Rohert Browu Mid before the LordI' Commi .... 
which oat bef."" the "", ... al of the E. L Company'. 
Cherter in 1813. See the January (1908) number of 
tlu • ...mow, p. 28, and !he December (1907) aambe<. 
p. 545. 
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• TAe .!JUI 1Id_. '-. toAicA u likdy' 10 
IJUenG Uu dUlributima iB India oj CI certain Juoaher 0/ 
th. .... 01 T..,til< SpecimerJ> ..;u. it .. 6elieoe</, an.e 
/Tom <II. oppor'''''1t7 toAicA ..;u rheuhy 6e a/J'I74led 10 
,Ae as- ;" lMia 0/ diTeering <lie .. ....non ./ ilia eo"_ 
,..,.,Jenr here (ElJBIond) 10 u.. arricle. ,..;,.d 10 .h. 
requiremeBU 01 hia con.mtuents." 

We have italicised the last paragraph, as in 
it the writer unmasks himself. 

'The places to which the thirteen Sels were 
allotted in Great Britain and Ireland were as 
follows: Belfast; Bradford; Dublin; Edinburgh; 
Glasgow; Halifax; HuddereJield; Liverpool; 
Macclesfield; Manchester; Preston; Salford and 
the India Museum. London. Dr. John Forb .. 
Wataon was sorry that this distribution still left 
"some important places uneupplied. These are, 
however, in almost every instance situated near 
to one or other of the selected localities." 

Regarding the distribution of the seven sets 
in India, Dr. Wataon recommended that a set be 
placed in each of the following places, <liz.: 
Calcutta, Madras, Bombay. Kurrachee, the North. 
Western Provinces, the Punjab, and lastly in Berar. 

"With reepet:t to the three lan-named divisions 
either Al1ahabad. Mirzapore, or Acta in the North~We8tem 
Provinces, Um.ri18Ul' or Lahore in the PuDjab, and 
OOmr .... uee or Naapo", in Berar. win probably be found 
the most ouitabl.. bu. it may be left to the respee!Ue 
Govemmeuta of the diriaioDJ in question to decide on the 
aaet locality." 

'The set for the North·Western (now the 
United) Provinces i. not kept in anyone of the 
cities recommended bv Dr. Watson. It i. Ie ...... in 



230 RUIN OF INDIAN TRADE AND INDUSTRIES 

the Provincial Museum, Locknolt'. to which place 
it was traualerred from the Allahabad Museum in 
September. 1878. Locknow is not a centre of any 
textile industry and therefore lhe set is kept there! 

Dr. Watson proceeded : 
«Regarding the conditio ... on which the gift should 

he _.ed. ...... he fin. shoold he that doe provisi ... 
Rould be made for ita permanent protection, and that 
freedom of ...,... he alforoed to aU properly recommended 
and practically mterested perscmo. 

«The .... should he aosigned in trust to .he chiel 
commercial "lluthoritiee in the selected places, for the use 
not only of thoe cmmeeted with the district in 'Which 
they are deposited, bot .f non""';c!eDI. a1... who c&Il 

ahow & practical interest in Te:r.tile manufactures. The 
ptopo&ed plan of &ending seven of the set. to India, 
di.mini8hea the Dumber of commercia] centres ill this 
country which will receive a copy, and it therefore 
becomes more neeeasary that those which do get one 
shoold he required '0 make it easy 01 acceu to _ ... 
merchan... and ..... olacture ... who reside in those "hich 
do DOt." 

It was made 8 condition that the authorities 
in the selected districts should undertake : 

u That acceee to the wOdc: be given to any penoa 
hearing ... oroer to that ellect signed by the Preside ... 
Vi ... Presid.... or Sec .. Wy 01 tho Society of An.: the 
Presiden ... Vice-Presid ..... or Sec..tarioa .f the Chamber 
01 CoIlllnelOO; the ChllirmlUl or SecreWy 01 the A_ia· 
Ii.. of the Ch.mhers of Commerce: the Presid.... Vice­
President or Secretary of the Couon Supply Association, 
the Chairman. Vice-Chairmao or SecreWy 01 the Cot •• ,," 
Broken' Auociation; the ChairmBnt Vi..ch.irman: or 
Sec...uy 01 the Liverpool Ea .. India and China Associa· 
tion; by the President&. Viee-.Preaidentl, Chail'~ Vier­
Chairmen, or Secretarie8 of auch other Aaaoci.tioas for 
the promotion of Commerce as noW' mit Of' Play here­
after be formed; and by the Reportel' on the products 
of India.~ 
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So it W&II not difficult for anyone to consuk 
the work in Great Britain. Bnt in India the 
existenCe of this work is hardly known to 999 
ont of 1,000 edl1Ca\ed persons-much less to the 
weavers and other uneducated artisans. It would 
be interesting to know if the sell! deposited in 
India have ever been consulted by even any 
edncaIed Indian. These might have been consulted 
by some interested Anglo-Indians but not, we 
think, by any educated native of this country. 

Since these sets were prepared. at the cost Df 
India and naw, thanks to the Swadeshi movement, 
an impetus has been given to the textile industry 
in this country~ is it not time and is it not fair . 
and just that all the thirteen sets which are in 
Great Britain shoald be brought to India and kept 
in important centres of commerce and industry 
in this country? As a first slep, may we not 
demand that the existence of the seven sets in India 
should be made widely known? They should be 
made easily accessible to all Indians actually 
engaged in manufacturing textile fabrics. 

These twenty sets of 18 volumes each were 
to be "regarded &II Twemy lnduslru,z Mme,.".., 
illustrating the Textile Manufactures of India. and 
promoting trade operations between the East and 
West, in so far as these are concerned.» 

Of course, it W&II meant more to benefit the 
West than the East and this Dr. Watson himself 
admitted, for lie wrote : 

«The mtefesls of the people in India~ as weD .. 
Ih- nf Ih..- ftII!nnl.. At Un",.. _I'll'< -. .. --..1 :... ."i .. 
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matter~ and bolh iAter"" mu.sI be f.:It'I1Uider"- Our 
:remark. in the &rat iDlbmce, however, will apply mont 
particularly 10 tire latter • 

• About ."0 hundred milliODS of soula form the 
population of what we commonly opealt .f .. India; aDd, 
scaDt though the garments of the 'YaM majority may ~ 
an Drder to clothe them all wonId try tire _.... of 
the greatest manufacturiDg aatiOll all Earth. It is clear, 
Jherefore, that India ia m. a position to become a mapi~ 
fic:ent customer. 

Q If we aHempt to induce &D individual or a Dau_ 
to hecome a CU8l0Dler, we ellcieavour to make the articles 
which we bow to he liked aad Deeded, eDd the.. we 
offer for ea1e. We do not make an dOll to impote _ 
others OUT OWlJ 'lUte. ad nerds, but we produce what 
will please the customer ud what he 'Wantl. The Britislt. 
manufacturer follows. thia rule poerally; but he .,me to 
have Riled 10 do .. in tire .,... of Iudia, or to have 
done it with 80 little IUCoeu, that it would almost appear 
81 if he were incapable of appreci.GtinB Oriental laeles 
... d habit .. 

"There are probably few 'hing& beyond the Dllder· 
..... ding of our maDuf_ hut it will he adutiued 
that lOme edueatiOD in the matter is neeeeauy, and that 
without it the value of certain characterittici of IDdi_ 
omament aDd form will not he properly noIiaed. Thi. 
auppoleS the meana of ach education to he readily 
aceeNible, whirh hitherto has Dot heeD tire ..... eimply 
because manufacturen hate nat knoWD with any oertaint1 
wbat aoodJ: were suitable. To attain to ekiU ill mee1iD&: 
Eutem taltes and Eastern wanta will require ItUdy &lUI 
much ecmeideratiOIl eve wbeza the mees of atudy are 
aupplied; but up to the preeent time the 1DUlufactunr 
hal had 110 ready op".,.!WIy 0/ _'"'"" • full .. d 
.......,. bowledge of what .... " ... ted. 

• The deficieaC)' here alluded 10, wiU, we believe, he 
suppliad by the.. local Muoeum.. • 

uTIle 700 Specimens (ud we apia point out that 
Ihey are all wbat i ... Iled workin, -.plos) show what 
tire p..,p1. of India all.., ad deem ai.ohie bt the "&7 
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ef ,mile fabries. and if the oupply of these i. to come 
nm Bri"';... they moot be _ then. J'1ust ;. 
IDSftktl trnd tMat u 10 " copied 10 meel tlu# tHRI. is 
thus aceeuih1e for study in these Muaeuma." 

Thus it was all from motives of philanthropy 
that specimens of Indian textile fabrics were made 
accessible to the manufacl1rnjrS of England. 

But even up to the year 1866, the Indian 
weaving industry had not totally ceased to exist. 
For Dr. Forbes Watson wrote : 

... • • The Driti" meufacturer molt 1I0t look for 
hi' customers to the upper ten milliona of ID~ bot to 
the bUDcbodo of millions in the lower grades. The 
plaina and cheaper atvfIe of eono~ or of cottOD ud 
wool together, ore thoae which be baa the beet cbanco 
of oelling, 8Jld these wbicb be would be able to oeII 
largely. if in their m8J1nlac'nre h. would keep well in 
Yiew the requirements and tastes of the people to whom 
be ollen them. 

.. We bow India now ... ,. as a COUDtry whose 
Raw Produeu we largely teeei-.e. "We pay for these 
~y in iin4 and putly m _; hot India _ 
1Hry. _ v .... hat will "'pay .... purcbuos nm her and 
the OODteqUmce ia that we have alwaya to send out the 
luge difference in bullion, which never come.: back to 
00, diuppearing there .. if it had _ dropped mto 
the 0<e0II. W. hoy her Cotton. indiRa, Collee, and 
Spices; and we ..u her ... hat we .... in the ohape of 
T utile aDd other MaaufacloIeL It must Dot he forsottea. 
boweveJ'9 that thete wu • time wbeD India eupplieci us 
larsely with T_ It .... o1te who eont DO the famou. 
Longclotho, and the ....., term c-... i. derived _ 
Coli"", .. h..., they were made. She may ".... ""'""" 
her pooiti... .. an exportinc lDIIIlufacturer of soode of 
this ton.. • • This ill dear, howeYer. that it will he 
• beDe6t 10 the _ of the people of India 10 be 
ouppli«i with their clotbinc at the cheapest poseibIe 
rate-let: this he clone hT whom it !!lin. If C_.a? Rri .. ;. 
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caD give Looag .... Dbo-. S_ and CaIieoes to Iadia 
which cost lese than those made by her own weavers,. 
Ix>fh COUlltries will be benefited. • • • 

«The machinery azul Kill of Britain may thue do 
a present _ to India, by _lying her with material 
for clotbiag her people. at a cheap rate, an end to 
which theae ~ must certaiD1y lead by showiag 
the home manuf~ wbat it is that the aatiYes 
require." • 

Regarding this act of philanthropy, one 
Christian oIIieer wrote : 

U Every ODe knows how jealously trade ....... are 
guarded. If YGO "RD' _·.M ...... Doulton'. pott= 
work .. fOIl would be politely _looked. Yet under the 
fon:e of eompoloioo the Indiao workma. had to divulge 
the IIUIIUler of hi& h1eachiag aod other trade ....... to 
Manchester. A cootIy work waa prepared by the Indi. 
House Department to enab1e Manchester to take 20 
millioae a year from. the pool' of India: copies were 
gratuitously _ted to Chambero of Commen:e. aod the 
India. ryo' had to pay for them. This may be politieal 
economy. but it ia IDar'YeDoualy like aomethiDg else." 

IMajor J. B. Keith in the pu... .. r Seplember 7, 
1898). 

"Th. generol principle .... t. be that E.g1and wu 
to force .n her maoufacture& upon India. and not to 
take a single lIUUlufactore of India in mum.. It Wb true 
.hey would allow OOUOIl Ie be hrought: but thea, having 
found out that they could _ by ....... of machinery, 
cheapor than .he people of India, they would .. y. • Lone 
oil -riDs: ouppl, ua with the raw material, and we 
will weave for -you..' Tbi. migbt be .. ftl'J' .. hIftl 
principle for menm.anta and manufacturers to ao apoa.. 
but it _ rather too much t. talk of the philoooph, of 

• In tbis coDnectioa it i. AeceII4ry to. remind' our 
rMden what Mr. Tiemey. a member of the HOllIe' of 
Commou, aid in • speech deliteft'd in thaI Houae .. 
far back •• 181S: 
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it, or ID romk the aupporters of it .. in • pecaIia degree 
the friends of India. II, instead .f calling themaelves the 
friend. .f Ind;a. . they had profeaaed _I.". jts 
enemies, what more could ther do than advise the des~ 
tion of all Indian DUlDUfactuIes?'" 

It is much' to be regretted that no ",Tiler on 
Indian economics ,has so far referred to the part 
which the holding of Exhibitions and the distribu­
tion of specimens of the textile manufactures of 
India have played in ruining the weaving industry 
of lodi.. Perhapa the imposition of the tariJi and 
the transit duties """Id not and oonld not ha"" 
so effectually destroyed' Indian industries had not 
the authorities made the Indian artisans betray 
under oompnlsion their trade secrets to the mann­
facturers of England. 

Owners of cotton mills and hand·loom 
factories all over India shonld mo"" in the matter 
in order that (1) the se~ sets of lodian textile 
manufactures already in India may be made easily 
......... ible to Indian manufacturers and (2) the 
thirteen sets in Great Britain may be "",tared to 
India and placed in suitable centres here. This 
",ill help greatly in the revival of genuine Indian 
patterns and colours.-From The Mod .. ,,, Review 
for [Ieaomber, 1908. 



APPENDIX 1 

The Market for British ~8 in 
India a Century "80 

By B. D. BASu, MAJOR, I.M.s. 

While in the Charter Act of 1813, it was 
laid down that it was the duty of England .. to 
promote the interest and happiness of the .... tive 
inhabitants of the British dominions in India." 
were the measures adopted by the English autho­
rities calculated to make the people of India 
happy? This question can be properly answered 
by analysing the measures which have been 
mentioned in our article on .. The Genesis of the 
British Idea of Civilising India," published in the 
November number. 

On the occasion of the renewal of the Charter 
of the East India Company in 1813, the natives 
of England were determined to create a market 
in India for Engliah manufactves. It was with 
this object in view, it W8B to gain this end, that 
those measures were proposed which have been 
enumerated in the article referred to above. At 
that time there was no large market in India for 
Engliah manufactures. Those witnesses wh .... 
opinions were worth anything mentioned in their 
evidence before the Houses of Parliament that 
India did not stand in need of English goods. 
Mr. Warreo H81Itinge, who bad aurvived hi. 
impeachment, by over a quarter of a century and 
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had !low become an octogeneriaD. in his evidence 
before the Lord's Committee, on the 5th April, 
1813, ssid : 

• British manufac_ like all other article. of 
commerce" mu« be 8U~ as will miDiater either to the 
wanlS or to the lusuriee of the people: ... The poor 
of 1Ddia, who ... the peopl.. have 110 wanta; uDleoo the 
IC4Dty rag. of cloth which they .. cor. their hut&, and 
oimple food, may he een .. dered .. such. and th... thor 
h ... upon the ground which they treed UpllO. The Dext 
ci ... above the poor, are the wealthy Hind .... occupying 
the rank of Zemiudoro, and the 4lieere of the oeUectio .. : 
thoB8 men are .. simple in their habits almost as the 
poor; thor ...... nothing that our ablpo can famish them. 
That ci... of the iDhabitan.. who formerly might h .... 
been the purchuero of European merch&ndize. such u 
articles of show, furniture, and dress. have DOW eearcely 
ao.y eDmllCes I mean the Mahomedans; few DOW remain 
hcIIid.. the p .... onen the. were left upon the honory 
of the Governmeot; lew of whom I should 10_ 'bow 
aumve." •• 

Mr. William Cowper, who had served the 
Company for 32 years in India, was examined 
by the Lords' Committee on the same date as 
Mr. Warren Hastings. The questions that were 
put to him and the answero he gave to them are 
reprodnced below:: 

"II your opinion with respect to the improbability 
of an ""'ended u.. of Eu_ commoditi.. by the 
natives of that country, founded upon any peculiarity in 
the character of thet popularion?-Undoubtcdly all their 
bobi.. and prejudi_ go to prevent them &om taking 
off such commodities in any quantities:- & large pro. 
porrioo of the .. oommedia .. they might he led to reject 
&om their habi .. and prejudieeo; eYeD their "'li«ion, 
for instance, the whole Muasalman popolati01l would Deft:I' 
_cb _ thiDg that waa mode of hair. &om the approben. 
aion that it miaht ha •• proceeded from the hog or lWioe. 
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and "ouId he mduced to >eject eoery rommndi~- of _ 
kmd, unless they eould ha ... the ...- perfect ........,.. 
that there .... DO such cImtger to he appn:bended, and 
so of other fabru:a; bot I ohouId apprehend _ the 
great ... obstacle to the purclwoe of European commodilies 
by the DBti ... of India/-Would proceed from their poverty, 
which nmrIy puts it out of their power to mdDl&e th ..... 
selves in any such lusuriee; the 'ftSl mas& of the 
popnlatinn of India are emremeIy poor; and the ,,_ 
of labour are low. • • • 

"Is the Committee to omdentand from yo&, _ the 
improbability of which }'OIl _ opoken, of an _ded 
use of European commodities in that country, is TOOted 
in the manners and habi.. of the _ popnIation? 
Undochtedly in their maDDerlJ and habi.., and the in­
adequacy of their meall8 to indulge themselves eYeD jf 
their manners and habits did not __ bar to the 
purchase of _cit commodities. 

• Do yon suppose _ the demand for European 
commoditiea iD that COIIDtry _ the part of the IUltml 
popnlation, i. chielly onnfuJed to a demand for hauries? 
-I do; 1 June oh<edy ... ted what kiDd of ""mmndities 
the -. <as far as they do purchase anch _modili .. } 
are in the habit of ~g, chiefly artielea of European 
furniture .••• 

K While you mlided in India, ..... the d ...... d for 
European eommndilies completely anpplied hy tho __ 7 
During the ......... part of the lime I mlided in India, 
there ..... genuaIIy • glut of Enoopean _Ii .. ; 
l"f!.l"J' many atmmtU!el'l were totally maed .by the impoe.;. 
bility of disposing of tb. _os -which they ~ 
to Cakatta.." 

Sir John Malcolm was also examined befote 
the above committee. 

., From your oheenrauoa.. do the names _ppM!' to 
have 8Dy taste for EUNpeBII manufacturee or Cl)1DIDO­

dities?-Mmy of the wealth., aatiftS at the pauJdeaciei 
pwcl>&ae articlea of Eun>pean ........ ,.. ....... eod _ 
cloth. I hoIi ..... i. ooId to • '"'Y CODaiderohJe -. there 
.... , being • m.... __ aaIe io to lie aac:ribed to tho 
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........ of __ of the __ ...... of Ibe 001DJD1UIity to 
make _ .... h purch.... and 10 the ......... of their 
""bi... the mode of their life. and their ..... 

M Do JOG ........ 10 stale, !hal the ..... of the 
population ""'" .... ........ of pun:haaigg Eul'Opoaa eom-
moditieo?-The ...... of the population ""'" 110 _ of 
pu>chasiDg EoropeaD commodities. •• 

.. If articles of wooleD ma .. "t t re ahooId he 
fahricatm with & mw particuladT to the COD8WIIpIioo 
of the ... ti_ and oem to the aonhem pans of lDdia 
woald they, m your opiDioo, find a ...- there?-h 
wooJd depend, m IIIJ opiDiou, entirely _ their price; 
1hey ""'" their OWD JJJaJUJfactmes !hal IUI_ the same 
~ as oar lighter wooIIeoo, _ me the c:umIiea fo< 
the poorer, aod the ahawla fo< the 8Ilperior cIasoes; the 
&ale of Europeaa woolieJl ....... be ebielly regulaIed by 
the ability 011 the put of the ...- to pun:Iwe them 
.. mdeed the demand of _ IDIIIlDfaebm: ...... depeDd 
upoIl ita price. • • • • 

• Do _ heJie"e !hal there is • ..ry _era! d_ 
iD the ... _ of India 10 obtain __ articles of 
EIlropean manpf.ctnre?-CertamIy DOt.-era}. ••• AOr 
do r beIi..... from their aimpIe ._ and habi... aod 
!heir ..... hD¥!J' 10 the modes of their fatbera, !hal the 
_era! ...... of the people ""'" __ deoire fo< them, 
..... if thOT had the ....... of pun:haaigg them. • • • • 

M Do TOO ....... <fer India m geaend .. • ..ry 
manufaetDring ........,?-l CDIUi<Jer u... the ..- .J 
IMic ... fIUy ~ .... ""'Y .,.. 10 ,."". -7 

"1NJtk .. _ "" u... theT tin _1Is.-
Lord Teignmouth in his examjlUlrion also 

8laleel , 

.. That r am DOt aware of any manufactures in this 
eountrr {Engl ... d) that the uli... wooJd be likeiT to 
purehaoe m &111 ....... derable degree; thia OpiaioD is f:i::.! from IIIJ knowledge of !heir modes .1 IiriDg iD 
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. That weIJ-bo.... engilWffl', Major-General 
Alommder Krel, was asked : 

• H...., you had OIl opportuDjty of obsemDg how far 
the _ of Brm.h India ....... a diapooitiOil to .... 
Earopeom ~?~ 

In answering !he above question. be said : 
·Ve<y little iDdeed _ the I ..... cIuoeo; m.. 

the pmaUneal of their PSJ,. me, are uaabIe to iIldolF 
m "'" of ........... _, the superior clasoeo loa ... 
pt luaries ad iDdnlpr . el of their owa. that p:aen1Iy 
_kins they pte&.- to oan: There.." a &w escepri .... 
at the pmoideacies, __ ............. m Uaitatioa of their 
......... iaduIp m _ UIideo of IIooioehoId fumiture. 
~~aadthiapof_ .... _ ... _ 
gISt ateDL-

Sir Thomas MlDln>-Illlhough he W1I5 DOt the 
Co........,r of Madras in 1813---lwi served in India 
for more than a quarter of a _y. As a 
wilne98 befoIe the Lord'. Committee, he deposed : 

"I .. _ lips IUaOII« me aati'IIeI of Of iIlc:reaiD& 
demudfot_ .... moditieo: 1 __ wh ... l_ 
to Iadia, aad whoa llek it. • period of _~ yean. 
.here .... .....,.)y "'" .......... I _ the _ of 
that does _ ..-Jy arioe m.. what "" call hiP pri.,.., but m.. ....... _ ..., ..... pet __ the hie 

of the pri«a. ,. an- m.. the _ of climate. 
fro.. the ......... of the people. m.. tile -' !IbIl of 
their owa ..... factann; • • • •. There are two II'ed 
......... of __ m dWo ..,.",...., which ...,..,. apply 
to India .. aIL "- .... the eq , of the !&hie aad 
the IunUtme of the _; the lliDdoe .... ao !&hie. .... 
.... aloae """" the bare ~ aad peeraIly m the 
opeD air: the whole • __ ........ for that 
~ is pe<haps ............ plan« or • ....u __ 
....... ; ad as far .. IunUtme is .................. ...,. .... 
said to bate _ house,. .. his .... COIlrai_ ~ • • • 
Apia. _ UIideo wbicIa .... wioheo for food ..... 
...... try ..ppIia, .II loU ~ it ~ ill __ 
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_, be_ ... 4 flGriely tIum ""7 thinJr "'" """ /urni8I> 
him witlt. 

Il Are you of opinion lhat ill the colder parts of 
the COUD.try.. there is any probability -of introducing to 
aDy great extent the uee of English woollen manufac.. 
tuJe8?-H we could furnish our woollen manufactures &8 

cbeap a the nalives can furnish. their own. there 'Would 
he a very coulridetable demand. because, there is hardly 
a Dative of India that does not use woollen. I never 
bew a native who had not a luge piece of coarse woollen 
of their own manufact~ which they use as the High· 
londers of Scotland do a plaid; they oIeep upon it, they 
wrap it about them when they travel; but it is so much 
cheaper than our manufactures, that I am afraid our 
woollens can never eome into competition with it; there 
muat be • very great improvement in our machinery for 
manufacturing woollen before we can possibly- sell our 
wooDen in India of the coarser kind of Indian woollen.. 
which is uauall, worn by the peasantry and the lower 
clal8e8 of the people. as much as a man requires to 
cover him, a piece 'Of about seven -feet long by four flt' 

five broad, i. sold for about two shillings; but that is 
the coal'8est kind: the finer kind is as fine as the boat 
cloak. that are commonly made here. This is of a much 
larger size. about ten feet long by -me or &i:r. lride~ it 
eelJ.8 at hom twen1y or twenty·five shillings.» 

... According to YOUI' observatiol4 did the market for 
European commodities in eYel'y pan of India, while you 
were there, appear to you to be adequate to the demand 
for them?-The market is perfectly adequate to the 
demand; there i8 no obsttuctiou to the stgJply ia: every 
part of India.. I Dever was in any large village in IndiBy 
in which European commodities were DOt e:r.posed for 
we, those commodities for which there is a demand: 
but !hoy _ i. general trim.... some amalI piec.. of 
broad doth. lOme articles of eutlery. such u aeissora.. 
peo·kDi .... ODd perhaps i. 81 ...... ", a Ie ... amalI looking 
ala ..... 

n Do you think tbat the pteSeut system of commerce 
with India io full, adequate t. the supply 01 _ 
probable i_ demand for Britioh articl.. am .... 
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the nali ... ? I think !hat the preeenl ouppiy is fully 
adequate I. any probable increase of demand. 

U Am. I to underatand that it is your opiniOD, thaI 
the lUlu... of India, being a maoufaoturin/! peopI., and 
ingenious iD mmuiacture8, are fully adequate 10 supply 
any demands that may arise amoDg themeehes? I think 
they are fully eompeteu. to supply aU demand. !hat .... 
arioe among thelDl!e!.... and that 1M chiel """"" of 1M 
dif/icalty 0/ ~ .,., _factures 10 4<1_ for 
StIle in tlu# country iI. flu:: we 41 tJ tnIInUjocllllitle people 
lITe mIl J.,. 6dilul ,hem.." 

Mr. William Young, who had heen in the 
Civil Service of the East India Company for 
twenty years, said : 

U If it is meant by European commoditiea, the 
common articles that were imported by the oBicen of the 
Company's ship&, geaually tpeakiDgt them "'u lID. 
abundant aupply,··; if by Britiab com:m.oditiea i. 
m .... t articIeo of Britim mezcl>aadi ... l belie.c 0_ eoery 
occaaioo there was &II ample aupply." 

Mr. Guy Lenox Prendergast, who had aerved 
in Gujarat and Bombay, appeared as a witness 
before the Lords' Committee. He was asked : 

"' While you resided in that eoontry, did you 
perceive a powmg uee of European commoditiu aDKtllC 
the Il.u...? In that _. I did not .... the sma1Ioot 
diJIeJeDce wbile I resided amonpt them. • • • 

It To what eircnmatance do you aecrihe it, that the 
natives are so indifferent or avene to the Ole of Europe&D 
commodities? They are Bot at an DeceMU'1 to their 
comfort. or hobits, they find eoetythiDI they wi... or 
'Want extremely eheap where thef are. and their ueceaitiee 
do Dot seem to require them." 

Mr. D. Halihurton, who had been long in the 
_vice of the Ea.t India Company at Madras, 
was ~estiooed : 

H .... yoo had an npportllnil}' to nhoene at Madia .. 
whether native. who are in habits of inte.rcotU'll! with 
EuropeaDI aoquin in aD., degree their maDDen or tales?" 
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In reply he said : 
~ I think at Madras & few may perhaps ba'Ve done 

i. in ...... degree; the first .. tabu"""", of Madras ..... 
of the date of 1620; i. ..... the first eotahU......... the 
Company had in the peninoola of Hindoatan; they may 
be better a.quainted thue than in the iDland part .. 
bu. still the hulk of the people remain ..ry igDorant of 
.bu EngIiab m........, and are Biven very uttle to porchaae 
'European articles of fumiture or to attend to European 
customs of any sort." 

Mr. Graeme Mercer was originally appointed 
to the Medical Department in the service on the 
Bengal establishment, but was afterwards very 
frequently employed in both the Revenue and 
Political Department of that service. In answer­
ing the question whether, if a free trade were 
opened between England and India, there would 
be any materially increased demand among the 
natives of India for English manufactures or 
commodities, said : 

~ I think DO ... ddea _ demand m. the 
manDfactorea of this COUDtry would ariee from lOch • 
free trade; the habits and manDerB -of dle name. Me 
of web: • nature as may he yjd to he nearly DIlchange­
able; their wanta from other COllDtries are few or Done; 
and !rom the period in ... hieb I h... reeided in India, 
I could perceive little OT DO alteration with Iq!ard to 
their demands for uy Europeaa commodities. II 

Mr. Thomas Cockburn, a Madras Civilian, 
was asked: 

~ H."" you had "" opportuDity 01 ohoeniDg buw 
far the Dati_ of IIIdi. di_ • -. lor the uoe of 
EuIopND mmuf__ or commoditiea of any kiDd? 
V<!rf f .... if any, of the Boom COIDIIIoditi ...... he 
... wmad by the population of Iodi.. A few rich in­
diwidnal .. mav use carriues: some few . .ta ....... tdiM. 
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etc.. and perhaps a linlo broad-cloth """; ... ol1y to 
cover them in the very cold weather. but in very small 
quantities. - • • 

"Do you think there is much prospect of all 

es.tended use of European commodities among the natiYes 
of that country?-lt is necessary to advert to what are 
.the 'article& in use among the natives. to ascertain that 
point: of c~ I had occasion to inquire into the 
expenses of native families of different dettcription; aDd 
when I was .t the head of the Board of R ..... ue. I 
convened with some natives on the subject. who g8ve me" 
as a matte: of cl1riosity~ a statement of the expensea of 
a IabouriDg man aad hi, family. and what a family of a 
middling claM lived on. a man capable of keeping a 
hackery and a pair of bullocks to carry him to hi. 
business; and it is scareely to' be believed how sman 
the lUlU are io thoae accouuts whieh are espended for 
c1olhing. I happen to bave preserved the memoraudu ... ; 
I got them in the year 1802; if it is wished. I caD 
produce them to the Committee. The whole espease of 
a labouring family, consising of the mao, hia wife. and 
Ii .. children. (the old ... eigb, yeu&, the youn_ an 
infant) amounted to about £11 Sa. per annum; and of 
that sum the whole amount expea.ded for clothiug is 17s. 
and a fraction. The expenses of the middling f.miI1~ 
that is a penon who is usually known by the term of a 
dubaah. which conaieted of six men. a boy 6ft' years- of 
age, aad twelYe women,. in an nineteen penons. amounted 
per annum to 1193 or thereabouts; the whole amount of 
the clothing ineluded in that stun, used by the family 
in the coune of the year, amounted to about £42' lterling : 
and tbcae __ included daily ebarity, wbleb 10 ..... 
put of the expeDIe of a native of that quality in India. 
In the articlea Ileeesaary to the subsistence of both 
familiee no British articles of manufacture are included. 
or could be ne<:eaaary.~ 

Mr. Thoma& Sydenham, who had been in the 
eervi.,., of the East India Company for twelve 
years at the Presidency of Madr.... on bei. 



THE MARKET FOR BRlnSH GOODS IN INDlA 245 

questioned whether he thought there was any pro­
bability of the natives of Hindustan being induced 
to purcltase, to any extent, woollens, the manu­
facture of England, said : 

.. I think not; the woonens of this country are in 
use only with a few of the Hindon&. and many of the 
Muesa1mane of high rank; but to the other clasees of 
the community the manufacture of what is called a 
comely, I believe, i. considered by themselves as. comfort~ 
able 8& any kind of eloak they could have of the woollen. 
and must be always mueh cheaper4" 

Mr. Robert Morris, who had made several 
""yages to India in the capacity of a surgeon 
and purser on board the ships of the Company 
and whose time was employed in trading, in his 
examination, was asked : 

•• Did aDJ articles enler largely into those UIOI't~ 
menl' for the use of the native population of Britieh 
India?-Very few t eome few of iron-IDODgery, cutlery, 
hardware, • ljtue fine glU8" and a few woollens. • • • 

"is it within your knowledge, whether during the 
period in which }'OU had this commercial oommuniealiOD 
with Indi., there 'Was • grgowiug demand. on the part of 
the native population for EUlopean commodities? -I do 
nol think lhere w~ in any considerable degn:e. * • • • 

" Do you conceive. that if the trader were to load 
and send his own ship with • cargo of European articles, .ha. cargo would he likely •• fiDd a market among the 
naliV9 of British India? -I do not; among the natiyes, 
not more tban al pl'e8ent. '* • • • 

.... Do yon conceive,. that in the event of an opeD 
trade, any great expectations entertained by British manu­
facturen of an increased market for their products in 
India, would be realized or disappointed:?-l conceive they 
'Would be disappointed.'" 

Mr. James Horsburgh, who was hydrographer 
to the East India Company, being asked : 

• Ja the ...... .f • free trade being opODOd with 
l."d'" i .. o .... .,.. ... __ : .. ::_ .. L ..... 1.._ ~~ ____ ~, ....~ •• 
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articles or lD8D.ufactures in those seas would. be iDc:reasecf 
to any material degree?" 

said : 
"" I think no~ without the Dames ale altel'ed ia 

disposition and habits." 

Mr. Charles Buller, M. P., who had served 
in the Reveuue Department, in Bengal. on being 
requesIed to give his opinion whether free trade 
with India would increase the demand among the 
natives of that country for European articles or 
manufactures, said : 

'" Very little,. if any. I ahould suppose 80." 
The reasons he gave for his opinion were : 
• From the general po.my 01 the people, and _ 

their not hafing DT wish. as I have ~ to haw our 
aniclea. generally speakiug." 

The evidence of the Honourable Hugh Lindsay 
in the Marine service of the East India Company, 
who had made several voyages to India as 
Commander of a ship, is very important. 

K Can you ;od;e. from your 01lRl uperience. bow 
far articles 01 EGropean manufaaUft! find • ..I. ""0& 
the nati ... 01 Iadi.?-I coasider that the in_ ....... 
are fully oul6ciellt for the d ...... d, indeod ..- ..... 
80, as I baYe invariably fOUlld that there has been • 
glu. 01 the marltet and e.ery _ I ha ........ in India: 
I .. em towards the Iauor part. • What _Ii ... of the 
ueortment which you usuallY' made consisted of cooda 
for the eooMlmptioa of the utive Indiana, and what for 
the COIl8Umption of Europeans resident ia ladia?-'fhe 
investments were generally sold to people who fttailPd the... and I COlleei.. that they were entirely for the 
COI18Umption of the European&, ad in • 'ftIry trjttial 
dearee for the naUftS. • • • • ... Do yau imagine. or 
CODce~ that the eouaumptioa of EutopeaJl manufactures 
io likely to he much _dod _ .. th. nati_?-I de 
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DOt thiDk it i. likely to be much estended. I hue at 
various times enduvooted to obtain information _ !hilt 
oubjoct with the uti-. and I begged they "ould 
inquire whether lIllY ... " article could be sent, and their 
aMwer was. that their retail was for the Europeans. not 
for the natives. u. .. . * I. it your opinion that the e][portation 
of European manufactures to lDdia could ever take place 
with any hope of a much increased COUSUmptiOD amonpt 
the nati-.?-Aa far a. 1 COIl judge, I should thiDk it 
will not increase." . ou.. .. . • Is it your opinioD, that ships going from 
the outpon. to India are likely ill general to be dis­
appointed in their a.peetatiOIl& irt. respect to the sale of 
the cargo? -I should think to a ..,ry pea. degree iDdeecL» 

Mr. Stephen Rumbold Lushington, M. P., who 
had served on the Madras Establishment for 
eleven years, gave it as his opinion, that in 
Southern Inwa among the maso of the population, 
there was 
U DO desire for European articles, and I believe 
there are few pan. of Indi. where the primitive mannen 
and customs of the Hindoo8 ue presened 80 unmi:J:ed 
as in TmneveUy and in the Southem Provinces; I think., 
the Hiudoo there i. at thia day what he wu nm 
thouaands yean. ago. • •• Hia diet ia hugal and simple; 
bi. hut is oompoaed of mud lind ......... 1 .. _ lind 
a lew bamhoos; and • .....U otrip of cloth is aU the 
gum ... , that he uaes. I canaot therefore trace amo_ 
an,. of the cl&saea of the population of the Soutbem. 
ProviDees _ d .. ", for European anicles; the maons of 
purohuing aooh anicI .. they do Ilot _; lind the 
price of labour i. to low, the raw materials are alto eo 
_p, that I despair that the manor......... of this 
country. where lahour ia .. much hlgh ... lind the _teriaI. 
DOt the prodoce of thi, country, caa eYer be 8OI1t there to 
.dT8Dtage for a.atift CODmmptioa.. • • • • 

M ~ not the people of India m.... ....... and 
dili_ and .. much ""'Pi"'"" and oItilful In ...... ufao. 
lures u the iIlb..bitanll of any cowun 'YOU am amuiUnb!!:d 
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with? Ther~ can be 1'10 human. beings mOTI: ptJlUlIt. Of' 

mere industrious. or mOTe $ober. tluln .he Hmd«J.; aDd 
deriving their knowledge of the arts to the object .imme­
diately before thea They are emineDlly skilful in the 
manufwUJ'e of mm.~lms. of chintzes,. of shaw1&t and m 
some sorta of silver and gold wmk. • • • 

... Are any of our manufactu~ except some bitting 
articles of glass in the principal towns. in demaud among 
the Hindoos?-No. Can they not manufacture such 
woollen articles as they want t infinitely cbeaper and more 
to their habits and tastes,. than we can send them?-I 
ean have no doubt of it, because thf'ir labour is 80 much 
cheaper. and their materials 50 milch lower in price."' 

Mr. David Vanderheyden, M. P., who bad 
been in the Civil Service of the East India 
Company on !he Bengal Eslablishment for about 
.twenty·five years, was one of !he wilD....,.. before 
!he Lords' Committee. 

if Are you ahle 10 Slate1 whether the use of European 
commodities has been upon the wbole illCn'asing among 
the Dative8 of India'!-I should think not. * ••• 

•• Among the gr?8t mass 01 the populatiolt. i. there 
any prnsped: of extending the consumptiOD of Eoropeao 
oommoditi •• ? -I ohould think Dot the I..... spoKing of 
the people of aU the Provinces.. 

... Will you state YeI'J' eoncisely from what eauses 
you think th., ..... t 80 unlikely? -I should thiDk frolI> 
their custom&, maDDe.... religion. and their very Blender 
mpans of purchasing lhem. and their diaiDCliaatioD to 
pUTchaee th~m if they had the mean&. 

U Are the CommiHee t. und ...... ~d from _. tIut 
the contractedness of the mrans of the Il&UftI' for the 
porch.tIe of European commodities is likely to be lut· 
iq:?-Wilh. the greal mass of the people aDd the ... te 
of aociety. I trunk tht't'e ill no period that we can 
C",OJllemplate whrD it will be Olbuwite~ or tbat there will 
bt- any mlltnial altnation," 

MI'. WilliAm Ji'A'1"liA 'Ul'lt. .... Jr..'" _idM far 
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Agent, corroborated Ihe statement of Ihe previous 
witnesses Ihat !he natives of India did not stand 
in need of British nianufacmres." 

U Is it your opinion, that according to the Present. 
.sy8t.eJI4 the present demand for Europe8Il manufactures 
... d commodities in India is fully anpplied?-I think th .... 
i. a full supply at present; for some yean before I left 
India. goods were generally eeUi.ng at a 1018-; and I 
understand, that they are etill selling at a loa. * • • • 

u- WiD you state to the Committee,. what are the 
European articles that are in demand among the Datives 
.f India?-The chlef articl .. "'" iron, lead. copper. 
woollens. and eome other articlesi apeelac1es. and hinges 
for doors. some small articles of that kind; hut they can 
manufacture almost every thing they want themsel~s.. 

.. Will you stale to Ihe Committee, what in your 
opinion is the great impediment to the increase of & 

demand for European articles among the natives of 
lDdia? -Their habits. customs, and haYing DO U8e they 
cal) put them to, that I bow of. 

"'In your opinion is the low price of labour and the 
poverty of the II1UI of the population an insoperable 
impedimenl?-It ill to • certain eztent. no doubt; while 
1 'Was there, thirty yean.. I did Dot know • natiYe that 
made uy attempt to follow the customs of Europeane,. 
neither by using the artieles 01' following their dress; 
they would Ute wooUeB8 in • great quantity if they 
coold .fJord it, hal Done of the common people ~ 
their wacee. are ftI"J low; ••• " 

Mr. Lestock Wilson was for solne years 
Captain of an East India-man in !he Company's 
service. In hi. evidence, be was asked : 

ri In making op your in .... _ fur the lodi ... 
mUEet, did you cbielly use .eh articles as were- intended 
for the nalive conmmption of ladia" O!' for the CODSUmp­
tioa of European -.. in that ....... ry?-A grea.>part 
9f a Captain'. imeetmeDt conaista of dead weight. eOD-
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you 10 deal in il; the ..... is for the Europeans, I bardIy 
bow of any thing esclusively for the natives, unless it 
might be lOme articles that were intended to be m&DU~ 
lured in lhat counlly. either by Dati ... or by EaropeaDL 

«Did you find it profitable 10 make up a grest portimt 
of your investments of articles intended for the COD.8WIIP­
nOD of the natives?-My three last voyages were to 
Bombay IIDd China, IUId I think "'" out of the tIuee 
were unproductive. u far as the trade &om Europe went. 
or nearly 80; the profit in the other wu slight. 

"From your ~euce as a partner in a mercantile 
boo.. trading with India, ..... you able to say, "beth« 
there be no" uy peat demand. in India for European. 
manufactures hom this eoa.ntry?-As a trader in a 
merc&DIile bOUle, I am particulariy situated, haring • ship 
at this momst going DOt. that came home in 1810, which 
baa siDee made a "'y_ in the eompany's aerrice, and 
now has a right to return there; it is a teak--built ship. 
IUId prohably may he sold there; there is • n_1f 
for bor murmng to India, and she mu.. return dead 
freighted, or in haIIas~ if the Company had not relared 
in the conditions of her going out with the produce and. 
manufaetures of this countryi and I know, in coasequence. 
her lading conoista of • ..,.,. few articl .. indeed thaI .... 
Melly the prod.oe of the .. kingdolDll; I recollect hut 
four she baa, namely, emplf bottl.., a little ale, which 
is carried more I. oblip • brewer. than auy hope 10 
get lIDything out of it; she baa • little Eaglisb i.-, and 
tweoly or thirtr I .... of chalk. which they ... in • ¥<rY 
OIDIIU degree; .be hal heeu offered for freight .t • ..,y 
I." "'Ie, of which • oery little indead haa heeu obtained." 

Mr. Wliliam Davies was an East India 
merchanL So his evidence was very important. 

U Con _ ... '" from year Imowledge 01 Ih. Indian 
eo.........,., whether tha mark.. for EuropeIID goodo is 
that COUDtry ie generally over 01' understocked?-Mr 
opiaioo ilt that of late it hu had an ample supply; 

=!eS, t!:. .. ~~.?J1 .~~~ ~ ~~~f_!~~ L~ ~ 



THE MARKET Foa BlUTlSH GOODS'IlI IlIDIA 251 

The following question and illl answer are 
too valuable to be passed over : 

"Are you of opinion that if a considen.b1y increased 
capital were applied to the eneoo.ragemeDt of tbe maml· 
f""tur •• of India, and they ".,., brought to Europe. they 
would Dot probably materially injure the manufactures 
of this counlly?--.4 think that if the exports £rem Indio 
of coarse clotho were _t1y IDcreaoed, that they might 
interfere with the manufactures of this coonlrt, A proof. 
I had cloth. oonBigned to me from Medrao which did 
pay the duty in England. IIIId "ere ooId in EngIaacI, 
a part of which I have now in use in my GWD house after 
haYing been hought from a tnder in London; I am 
speaking: of ooane OOUon clothe." 

Mr, William Bruce Smith resided in India aa 
a licensed merchant for forty years. So he waa 
well qualified to state the market that existed in 
India for British goods. 

U Had you an opportunity of oheemng what d_ 
of lute the natives evinced for the ose of European 
manufactures in that put of the coa.ntry?-But: "etY 
t- of them uood the manufactures of Europe, they 
bad no ..... for them, they did not suit them. 

"Did you ever engage in 8IIY speculation" which 
... bl .. ,on to speaIr: particularly to thi. point?-I did, 
an innmnent of European articles were 8eDt to me from. 
Calcutta, I think it woo in the year 179S. to dispoee of, 
cd JlODe of the nati'Ye8 would take them and they were 
returned ~ again; there " ... boat load. 

"What were the articlea?-Wedgewood'e W_feIt 
Ria.......... I •• tbern ohadee, ""d anicl.. of that 
deecription. 

«Were they OlCpoood to the view of the uali .... 
ad :recommended to them.?-They were ciftD in charge 
of th~ ... th·o ahcpk .. pen, deairing them to be aoId, if 
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"' Do you conceive that that experiment failed from 
& want of demand among the natives for European manu­
factures?-Entirdy SO; native demand for. 

U Is the scantiness of European mauufacture per-­
manent in its nature?-I think it is.- •• 

U Do you apprehend that the consumption 01 
European hardware could be particuJarly promoted in. 
that part of the country?-n~ make artieles for their 
own use 80 moch cheaper, that I think there would be 
liUle demand for European articles.· • • 

«Do the natives of Taok spend much of their super. 
fluous wealth in the purchase of European commodities?­
None at all, I believe. except in a yery few instances." 

Sir Charles Wane Malet, Baronet, was in the 
service of the East India Company for 28 years 
and was part of the time Governor of Bombay. 
In his evidence he was asked : 

"From your observation of the natives of Hindustan, 
do you think they have either any want or any desire, 
for Europun oom:modiri~ in that COUDtry?-Less. 
perha~ than in almost any other put of the 
world;· •• 

.. Have the mass of the Hindu population in India 
the means, if they have the desire,. of purchasing European 
rommoditiea or marrufactures: hy the mus of the Hindu 
population I meu the eultinton of the land? They 
certainly do not deaire them, it seems. a thine quite 
foreign t.o their state of aociety; and jf thry had the 
inclination they certainly have Dot the means; hut aD 
theit little articles of dreu a~ of • peculiar form and: 
make, and quite out of the idea of anything we h.n~ 
nothing we make in this couotry is applicable to eertaiD 
parta of their dreM. ... 
. «Does it appear 10 you: that the more cpulrnt 
Hindus, who hve iDte-rcou!'8f! with Europeam. haw much 
taate for. European article.. Of' use them much? 

"In the whole enUNfl of my journey from Surat 
!~_,~}~j~~wb~ i~ t~rough. I~e roof .of t~,: p\Dio8Ula. ~ 
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manufactures; I may have seen here and there some 
glassware and some specimens of our arms, they are 
fond of them; but I do not remember seeing a carriage. 
Broad-cloth you win see, which is uged in their saddlery~ 
for their shoes. and here and there you will see it used 
&5 a cloak, with a hood thrown over their- heads; but 
all the eommon people have a thing of their own called 
a comely~ made of w.oot I scarcely remember an article 
of English manufacture., except lhose I have mentioned. 
and those are very rare indeed. I carried some anicles 
of European fabric to the Moghul and to Scindia, mostly 
of cntglua.'" 

Mr. Stanley Clark was in the maritime service 
of the East India Company for 25 yeal'8. The 
questions put to him and hi. answers to them are 
reproduced below : 

" In your experience of the Indian trade, have yea 
found that any, and if any~ what D~ article. have been 
callt>d for by the demanda of the natives there?-I do 
not recollect any articles that can be called new articles 
of immediate Bntieh produce,. that have been called for~ 
unless it bu been~ in a Yery small degree~ some 
Manche!oter good~ bot to B very little account could I 
find veot for them. and they were ebiefty taken off by 
European&. R • 

These and several other witnesses were also 
examined before the Committee of the House of 
Commons. It is a remarkable fact that one and 
all of these witnesses who had been sworn to 
speak the truth, were unanimous in declaring that 
the Indian natives did not stand in need of any 
of the English Rlanufactures, that there was no 
market in India for English goods and that the 
natives were quite capable of supplying their own 
wants. Indians were not savages. They had their 
_, • t. • 'I _. _ • _ 
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Some of the- reasons, mentioned by the wit· 
nesses, for Indians not buying English goods, 
were, the ability of the Indians to make all thst 
they required much cheaper than the English, and 
their difierence !rom the Europeans in religion, 
manners, eusloms and habits. By a one-sided free 
trade,-that is, by allowing English goods free 
access to India, but prohibiting the import or 
use of Indian goods in England or imposing pr .... 
hibitive duties on such goods,- and by other 
means, the chief industries of India were either 
destroyed or materially crippled. The imparting 
of English education and the preaching of Chris­
tianity were calculated to change and angliciu the 
JI1IIIIDerS, customs, habits and religion of her 
inhabitants, thongh, no doubt, that was not the 
sole object in view.-From The Mode". RelJw 
for December, 1907. 

APPENDIX K 

CoDtemporary India and America 
OD 1I1e Eve of beeomiDs free 

BY B. D. &Su, MAJOR, UI.S. 

Our English friends, both stay-at·home 
Britishers as well as Anglo.Indians who feather 
their nests al the expense of the children of the 
Indian soil. are never tired of reilerating certain 
statements which they consider to he great dis­
coveries and so they ntter them in season and out 
of season in RllCh R mAnn~ •• In makf!: one feel 
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is merely a geographical expression, and it did 
not exist as one country· until the natives of 
England came ont here. They further say that 
the natives of India are not a homogeneous 
people, but a very heterogeneous mass, t split up 
mto separate races and creeds and eastes. and, 
therefore, they are not fit for any representative 
or democratic institutions. There bemg no 
common language, no community of interests in 
India. its people are incapable of feeling any 
sentiments of patriotism. It is the English rule 
that maintains peace in India. otherwise its people 
would cut one another's throats. These views 
given expression to by charitable and philan­
thropic white men. we are accustomed to hear 
from our very infancy and reed in school·hoob 
written by them. We will assume for the sake 

• Mr. Vi ..... ' A. Smith .......... SBJI! in tAe Early 
Hi#4ry 01 India (p. 6): "Twice. in the lous oeriea of 
oe.nturiet dealt with in this history, the politiea1 UDity 
of bulia wu nearly .ttained; It namely, m the reigns of 
Asoka and Samuclragupta. 

t In the eouroe .1 the 1 ... Imperial Budget Debate, 
Sir Harvey Adam ..... tho Home Membe< of Council. oaid : 
.. The ho.ourable member (Mr. Gokhale). in hi. 'ours 
through lodi.. has lormulated a demand for .. 11.go ........ 
men. for India on liD .. of a self.gooemiDg Col_. We 
may all look forward '0 the day far di ..... "hen edu_ 
tion shall ha.. permeated throughou, India, when the 
hundreds of races that inhabit it will have attained lOme 
measure of homogeneousness. cd "hen such form of 
administration may be feui.ble. but to eet up that type 
of government a' the present day ... plank of practieal 
politi.. is .. illogieal and ahaoed .. it would he for • 
tueher '0 instruct • pupil in the di/lereotial ealculua 
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of argumeot that all their statemenls are true. 
But we do not conclude therefrom that the people 
of India are unfit for any democratic or represen­
tative institutions or that the growth of the 
sentiment of common patriotism is impossible 
amongst them.. If history shows that the people 
of one country under those very circumstances 
which now obtain in India, could exhibit patriot· 
ism when called upon by circumstances to do so, 
and representative government in iIB highest form 
is working successfully amongst them, there is 
no reason why there shonld be any failure in 
these matters in the case of India. 

Let us tum to the circumstance8 thai existed 
in those British colonies which are now known 
.. the United States of America, before their 
separation from England. When America was 
discovered by Columbus. it was inhabited by 
many tribes whom Christian naliono designated 
.. Indians.. As America was to be colonised, so 
the fate of these tribes was sealed. Colonisation 
meano displacemenL So the Christian nationo 
exterminated the aborigines of America by meaDS 
of gunpowder, the sword, brandy, and sowing of 
diseases and dissensions amongst them. There 
were also many other means devised by the 
European coloni.... to encompass the ruin of the 
American natives which it is not necessary 10 
refer to here. The Christian colonisbl did not 
belong to one race, one creed or to 0.... original 
country. There were not respectable men entirely 
wanting among them, but ~ ..,.....aUy, it 



who furnished the ranks of the colonisls of 
America. Their character Wall ."ch that no ODe 

comidered them capable of self-govermnem.. We 
will quote here the views of !!Ome of the ChrlBtian 
authors who had personal knowledge of these 
colonies belOIe their separation from EngISDd 
and formation into the United States of America. 

Burnaby, an acute observer, travelled through 
these North American Colonies in 1759 and 1760. 
According to him, 

Yne and water are not more beterogeneoua than the 
dill"""" .. 1_ in Nonh Amoriaa. Nothing caD exceed 
the jealouoy ODd emulation which they _ in TegIIrd 
,. each other. The iDhabit8D .. of P_l.ania and New 
York have an inexhaustible eource of animoaity in their 
jealouoy lor the trade 01 the J....,.. M88IIIclm .... ts Bay 
and Rhode I.!and .... _ leoo in_ed in thet of 
eom.eoticut. The W ... Indieo ..... 00IDID0Jl oubject of 
.... ulation to them alL E.... the limlta ""d bounderi .. 
of ooch <Olony ..... _t _ of titigati.... In 
ohon, ouch i. the dill ........ of char_. of ...,....., of 
religi.... of in........ 01 the dill...... coloni... that 1 
think, if I am Dot wholly ignorant of the hemaD mind. 
,..,.. they left to IhamaeI.eo, there would ..... he a civil 
war from. ODe end of the continent to the other; while 
the IndiOD. and _ would with hetter __ im-
patiently watch the op~ty of atetmiDatiDg them 
oI .... ther.· 

Otis, who WBI a well·known American patriot, 
wrote in 1765: 

H God forbid th... .... prove Ulldetiful to their 
moth ...... ......,.. WheDover mch a day ahall ....... it will 
he the '"'«inninl of • terrible eceae. Were thee& colonia 
left '0 themaelvea to-monow, Ameriea WODld he a mete 
ahamblM td hlond: alUl _fn .. _ ..... 1- 1 ... 1 _ ___ C!'a_. __ 
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The historian Lecky BaYS : 
, U Grea. bodi.. 01 Dutch, Germano, 1' ........ Sw<deo. 
Scotch aad Irish, scattered amoq Ihe de cerd .... of the 
EnsJ;oh, contributed' to the h_._. cbanc .... f tho 
coloaiea, and they compriood .. many .- of _ 
m""t, religioua belief, commercial in ....... aDd oociaI type. 
that their union appeared to ...", iDcredible OIl tho "'" 
8ft of the llevoJ.lltioa.."· 

In India, 'there is not ODe common language. 
But that was the case in the colonies too. Lecky 
writes : 

~ Twenty~e years hefore New York. or. u it wu 
then called, New Amsterdam, fell iuto the hando of dze 
Englioh, i. .... compoted that DO Ie.. than eighteoa 
different languages were apokea in or ..... the ........ ...r 
it onntinued UDder Engliab rule to be ana of dze chief 
oentroa of fomgn immigrati .... " t 

Even at the present day during the p....n­
dential eleetion 'campaigns in the United States, 
the different parties have to publish pamphlelB 
in 12 or 13 languages. 

It i. said that there is no patriotism, or 
oolhmunily of feeling in India. But things were 
no better in America before the Revolution. To 
quote Lecky again.:!: 

«A COUDtr)l' where 10 larp a pn>pOdion of dze 
inh.hl ...... were ....... , immigranta, drawn from difIeroal 
nati..... aDd professing diftereat creedo, ~ cnri.. .. 
the .... ...ent of th. terri.ory ODd the imparfectioD of 
the meana of oommUDioation. they were thl'OWD 'fet1 
oiIgbtly in contact with one another, aDd where dze .... ey­
making opiri. w.. peIluliuly ;n_ was tlOI IibIr to 
produce much patriotiem Of aommunity of feeliDc. • 

• EnglaDd in the Eiah_ Ceatcry, ..,L IV, II- It. + SO .. _I ... _.l :_ ~I._ I;';_\. ... ~_ .. L "' __ .... __ , IV _ la.. 
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Men like Lord Reay say that India is not fit 
for aemoorme government because its people 
are mostly illiterate.· But the condition of the 
colonies _ no better. Webster, the lexico­
grapher, writes in his Essays.: 

~ Education u """" to a level with the most meDial 
_ • • • • Will it be deaied that hefon> the war 
it ... • frequeat practice for lentiemea to purchase 
_cIS wbe had been trauoported for their crimes' 
and .... ploy them .. private talOn in their famili ... ? 
~pp. 17·19).' . 

Our aristocracy and mone7ed classes are 
charged, and justly, as lacking in public spirit. 
That they spend their time in idleness and worth. 
less purouils cannot be denied. But the ariato­
eracy of America were no better before the 
RevolutioD. Their gentlemen class consisted of 
planters and farmers, regarding ·whom Adams 
writes : 

~ The Iowlo ... cullin1ee1 and an ..... of tradeo 
.... _ bJ __ <IE bJ ....... ported COIlvi..., which 
hae _oned the pIaaten and farmers to ......... the 
title of 5ont1emea, ed they hold their negroes and _.......-. an labaming people and trod ............ 
sech --Pt. 'd.: they Ihink themBeIYe& a dieti_ order 
of ~ H"""" they _ will ault.. their ..... to 
labour at Ieam _ trade, bat they brina them up ia i_ .... hat·u "one, in Jwne.rac:iDco eoclr.~ 
owl --PI.,.; ... •• The object of the ...... of propertf 
here, the pIauten, etc., i. DDiftlOlllly weaIIh. Every way 

• "H.d eel...,..; ................ thruuPou,' EDaIand 
wIleD the fouadati.... of pc>pulu liheriy _ere laid?" 
(Iadia. April 19th, 1907). EOG!' atudeat of EDclioil 
hi.-o'Y. bo~ .... i!' ~ the wido "IIftIad of ..-Jar 



i.. !he world is ooaght to g.o IIBd ..... _: Imd>­
jobben, opocaI.'on m ImcI, little ~ to tho puhIic, 
1i.1Ie public apiriL- (Adamo' W"",", n, 436). 

But the Indian people at p"""""t, on the 
whole, are angels . compared to the Christian 
Colonists of Americo( who were brutalised hy their 
dealing in slaves and permitting slavery. They 
p_ted the. spectacle of degraded humanity. 
Leeky writes: 

.« The mo.et .mOIlS evil of the colonie. was the 
.. umber ad' fo<ce of !he iDfIn...,.. which ...... impeIIiDg 
large cIuoes to _ IIBd anan:hy, lmrtaIioilljl ..... 
~ ......... miIIlI them to aa __ 01_. 
and br..aking do ... .....,.. them that aalutuy IeopocI Ia< 
authority Which lieo at the ftIOl of all true aatioDaI 
__ "rhe illllueaoa 01 _ a1a"'Y m this respect 
om hardly he .......red, ... d m tho ...... Stateo • _ 
could oollllDit ., act of 'fioIeaoe ad outrage GO • 
_ with praotical imp1lllity. 

" • • White mea. planted .amoag ~ ud remOft&i 
from the eootrol of Europeaa opiDioII oeIdom &it til 
COIltnct the WON: Yicea of tynnta. 

~. .. • • Juries in Indiu. CUeI could newer lie 
truobId, ad public opiDioII ... the _ Jooled opGII 

Indi""" .. little ....... thIIII wild -.. •• But the 
despotcha of Jem- .ad Stuart are loB of _IS 
of how the EugJiaIo -U- _oily ~ on the 
terri.ory which .... allotted b,. ..... ty to the Indiana: ..... 
!he ruIeo that had heeD eotabIiehed r... !he ....,Joti .. of 
!he lodi ... trade ...... _tically .lolaled: how trad ... 
of the 10.- kiod ...... .....,.. the __ keopin& them 
m • _ of CODUouol dnmk_ tiD they had iDdueod 
them to snrreader their land;: how the pod. Ihat were 
oold '0 I .. diaa. _ of the ....... froudul... doocrip.OD: 
how ...... uumhen of Iodi_ who ....... perfecdr peOcoIuI. 
sod loyal to the Ealliolt. """' mOM_ withou •• obadow 
of ProvocatiOll: ad bow thNe crimee were ~ 
without puniuunent tIIld almOIIt without hlIme. .-

0lAocky'. m-,. of EocIaod. Vol. IV, p. 3S. 



H th""" Christian colonis1& who were bruta­
lised by permitting slavery amongst them were 
worthy of liberty, why should not the heathen 
inhabitants of India where no institution like that 
of the slavery of Christian colonies ever existed 
be considered worthy of th& same? Liberty alone 
befits a people to enjoy liberty. 

Where similar causes exiet, similar effects are 
likely to follow. The causes which brought about 
the American Revolution are II<)\\' more or less 
in operation in India. The Ameriean.. colonies 
were under the protection of England. £0 is 
India a dependency of that Christian island. The 
Christian islanders tried to enrich themselves at 
the expense of the colonists by crushing their 
industries. The notives of England have aU along 
been doing the same towards the people of India. 
Our industries are not encouraged, hut have been 
deliberately destroyed, by Christian England,· and 
are at present handicapped by the philanthropiBIs 
of Lancashire. 

Then again one of the measures which greatly 
irritated the colonists was the establishment in 
Ameriea of a portion of the British army. The 

• The real tau .. whielt led to the A1DOIic:aIl R...m. 
tUm ,. .. the Englw. trade 10_ .. hielt crushed AmerieD 
indultri-. Arthur Y01llll iu the Pmface- to the TOlIT ill. 
Inl<oo4 • ..,. jum, oaid: "Nothing.... be !DOnI idle 
than 10 _ the. thia .... of men, or tho other admiJlD. 
tratiODt or that great minUter occasioned the Americaa 
War. I ..... Dot the Stamp Act Dor tho ropeol of the 
Stamp Act, it ".. ..either Lord RodtiugIwD .... Lord 
North, b.. i. w.. the. I>oleful opirit of com........ that 
wilhed to pnm peat _tiona 011 the muima of the 
counter~" 



same is the cue in India also. Ever since the 
Mutiny of 1857, the DUmb..- of white soldiers is 
being increased aImoat every year. 

The English Par1imwnt altempted 10 _ 
the colonists and also lq9slate. for them. The 
colonists were DOt Mpresented in the British 
Parliameot; SO their popular waIcll·.,ord .... DOt 
OBly • No MppsentatjOD, no faEatiou,' but also 
• No Mpresentatiou, no legislation.' Are DOt the 
people of India treated in these maIter8 of faD. 
tion and legislation exactly like the American 
colonists? 

Bot what awakened the American colonists 
from their state of lethargy, and who were the 
mouth-pieces 10 give upreosion 10 their diaconlent? 
Perhaps it is not 80 _llbown, but it ahould 
be widely known, in India, that it ..... the la..,...., 
the members of the legal prof"";oD, who helped 
10 gift voice 10 the diaconteDt with whidl 
American society .,as _hing. The _ in­
telligent men amongst the colonisb! took 10 the 
study of the Ie". Burke said : 

-Ia DO .....-y. podJapo, ill ..... -w. io ..... low 
lID ......... 1hIdy. The profeooioa i_ io _ mel 
powerful, mel ill _ ~ it .... the lead. The 
____ of the depubeo ..... eo c.m..- ...... 
Iawyen.'· I ba .. a- told 117 ... _ book"!!« 
that ill .... I>nac.b at IIio .... -_ after ..- of .-Jar 
.... tioD, ......... _ ....... Ibooe .. the law ~ 
to the plaDtaIi ..... a 

Noah Weherer wrote in 1787 : 
-N __ ....... _ f ... the oIudy of low. 

From ..... end of ..... coati ..... t to the other the .......... 
of Ihio _ .... multiplyiDa without DU....... An 
infallible proof that tb. buliD_ i. luerotlft.· 



The legal profesllion more than any other 
contributed to the American Revolution. Mel! lilce 
lefferson, Adams, Otis, Dick_ and others, 
belonged to this profession. 

Do we not see the same thing happening in 
India? The best men of our universities belong 
to the legal profesllion. MOBt of the delegates 
returned to the Indian National Congress, and 
members of the public bodies and B88elIIblieoi of 
this country are lawyers. The legal profesllion 
is 80 much in evidence everywhere in India that 
our Angl .... lndian rulers and newspapers taunt· 
ingly refer to the present state of India as • Vakil 
Raj.' The members of the legal profession should 
take this as a compliment and strive to give 
expresllion to the discontent that is prevalent in 
India l1li did Otis, Jefferson and others in America 
on the eve of the Revolution. They should a1so 
try to create and direct public opinion in this 
country.· 

The coloniBta found themselves quite helpless 
and sold to England. On their awakening •. the . 

• Leeky writes: "Few persons acept lawyerS had 
any tincture of Ii ..... ture, and Iawy... under·_ 
circu.mst.anca had attained a greater power in this ptoYinee 
than in any Gth.er part of the kiBg.. dominiODL They 
had formed an __ lioo for the purpoae of directing 
political .!fain. In an .... mbly where the majority of 
the members were ignorant and aimple-minded flU'lDelt, 
they had acquired a controlling po...... • They ..... the 
chief writeR in • singularly violent preas. They organi&ed 
and directed every oppoaition to the Goftmor, and they 
had attained an inlIuenee not Ieaa than that of the prieat. 
hood in a higoted catholic COWItry. (Leclty'. HistorT of 
Eugland, Vol. IV~ P. 19), 
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first Ihiog they did was to boycott English goods. 
Lecky writes: 

"The men:Iwus of !he chief -... ~ into 
-'" ... onler no ......, coods &om .... lme1 • ........J 
all orden already given,. in BODIe c:ases neD to saul DO 
n:mittances ... Eaglaud in _ of !heir debos, till 
!be Swap Act .... ~ •• ID onler that !be 
eoJoDies might be able ... ~ with __ &om 
England, great dorts WeJe made to promote JDIIIIUiae.. 
....... The richeot cia-. oct !he eumple of cInoooiDs in 
old or hom_ cJotbeo ra~ _ .......... dotbeo 
imponed &om EDgland; mel ill order '" ... ppiy !he 
delici....,. of wool, • ~ -' .... made ... 
abstaiD from eating Iamh. ... 

So in India also we see the Swadeshi and 
Boycott movemenlll coming into njoI....,.. They 
are at present in their infaucy. but nevertbel_ 
they are growing. It is the bounden duty of 
every Indian to take a solemn TOW to support 
these movemeDls. These movements as they spread 
and take root in the country are ....., to ameliorate 
the condition of the Indian people. 

We have shown the parallelism between tho 
c:ircnnwa1JNl8 !hot eDsIed in the American coloniea 
on the eve of the Revolution and in India in' 
modem times. But there is one great dill""""", 
in their aitnatiOD. The American colonists had 
_ been .........,waled and were in poEe8IIion of 
anna. t The Datives of India, on the other hand, 

• Locky'. IIiaIGoy of F",glmeI. Vol. IV. po 113. 
t MAs... AmericaD military writer truly ..uI, !be 

middle &Del lows ... ill Enal'- ...u.. _ the ~ 
,;." of the _ Iawa mel ... !be '"""'-- of their 
Iioea, _ ill am<nl U- .. ~I of the _ of 
.--.. .. ofthe .... of.~ TheNew~ 
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have been emascuIated and IIl'tI clisarmed. n.e 
American colonists as a last ","ouree appealed 
(or rather ..... ponded to the caUl to arms, aud 
we know with what success. ~Ul it will not be· 
""""""'" for us to take up &nIlS to secure .wruai 
for our cotmtry. The implements of peace are 
more effective than weapons of war. The author 
of .. National Life and NationaJ Chvaeter» says ! 

"The supremacy of the Inferior ..... in the lu_ 
i> likely ... he achieved by ind\l8lrial progreso rather 
thaD by military .... quest."· 

Yes, in the spread of the Swadeshi movement 
binding all the inhabitanIB of India to ahatain 
from English manufactures lies the salvation of 
this country. 

A word to our rulers. They should take a 
warning from the history of the American Revolu· 
tion. Had those men in Christian England who 
p........oo political power been considerate aud 
yielded 10 some of the reasonable demands of the 

_loniots, in all probability America would not 
have been lost to the Crown of England. t If 

,... ...... wore accustomed ... fireorms from their childhood, 
.hey .... innriablr okiIful in the u .. of opade, batches, 
and pick-axe. 80 important in military operatiou..~.· 
(Locky'. Riot.,.,. of England, Vol. IV. p. 202) • 

• p......".'. National Life sod National Clwaeter, 
p. !19. . 

t Locky "10 that G<oorp nr • espouoed with paMi .... w... __ the Amerieu quun:i; ...mated obotinate!y 
the :meaIurea of conciliation br which at one time it 
Dlisht·euilr he .. been ati8ed; en..........t it by hi> gIoriuc 
parti.....mp sod _ted it fer ......u ,...., in 
oppoaitioD. to the wiah and eftD to the .d"-oe of hi, OWD 
fuourite and responsible minister."" 
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the present seneration of Ebglislunen are wise and 
are able to read the sill"" of the nn-. thoy 
should not trifle with the new life that bas co ..... 
into emtence in India; they should not treat the 
Indian people with contempt as heins an inferior 
race and, therefore, not entitled to any political 
rishlB and privileses. The demand of New India 
is 5_4; or Self-Government; nothing short of 
this will satisfy India. If, as we said. the present 
.... tennen of England are wise enough. they 
should grant this to India at OBOe. No sophistry, 
no far-fetched arguments to prove.our so-called 
incapacity for 5WtJr4j will be of any avail.. A& 
we said before, the Christian colonists of America 
were, on the eve of the Revolution, no better, nay 
wone, than the Indians of tD-day. There were 
many colonists who were averse to throw off tho 
yoke of England and _ume independence.. Whot 
were their reasons? Lecky writes : 

"Was it Dol likely, too, that an independent America 
would deseaerate, .. .. IDODJ' 01 the boot j.dgoo W 
~ into • multitude 01 petty, het_ .. feeble. 
aDd perbapo hooIiIe Stateo? •• W.. it _ pwible 
that the 1a,,1eu and .......mical oplrit which W 01 "Ie 
YMn a- ateadiIy ....,.m., " " would BaiD .... "PI"" 
hand, and that .... whole lahrie 01 oociotJ would lie 
di_bed?" • 

Similar fears are pror-ed by AngI""Indi_ 
and entertained by many of our own countrymeD, 
But the lubeequent history of America haa p"""" 
that these colonials _18 one and all laIa 
prophelll. Their predictions have not co_ II> be 
true. If India be Siven 5WtJraj and left ilone. 

* Leclty'. Hiotory 01 Ea&lancl,-VoI.lV. p. 223. 
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and if no in.,....,ation of SataD, inspired by the 
doctrine of ." Divide et impera.'" come to play 
mischief in'this country, is it Dot likely that the 
,predictions of the present-day Anglo-Indian 
bureaucralB and joumaIisIB also Will be falsified? 
Under' the flag of Swaraj. confederated India 
coneisting of dillerent provinces, races and creeds, 
like the United Stales of America, will mardi in 
the van of progress leeding mankind to a higher 
plan, of hllJDlUlity and setting before the world 
nobler ideals to follow. That is the goal worth 
striving for.~From The Modern Rftliew for June, 
1907. 


