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ABWNA

“The Labour Party’s goal is the Socialist Comn-
monweaith, 1t is determined to use the fesources
of our country so as to create a real prosperity
in which ol shall shate, Science has placed in
our hands the means of atmining this end, but
only if finance and trade; industry and agricnltare,
conform to s national plan unnder the guidance
of the State.”

Lasour’s IvaoiATe ProGRAMME.

““The choice before the nation is cither a wain
attempt to patch up the superstructure of & capital-
ist socicty in decay at its very foundations, or &
mpid advance to a Socialist reconstruction of the
national life, There is 0o half-way house between
a society based on private ownesship in the means
of production, with the profit of the few as the
measure. of success, and a socicty where public
ownership of those means enables the resources
of the nation to be deliberately planned for attain-
ing the maximum of general well-being.”

For Sociaruisd aNp Prack.



PREFACE

IN a sense, the preface to this book is contained in the final
chapter; for 1 have there explained what it is, and what
it is not, about. The reader who wishes for an advance
intimation about its scope and limitations had better turn
at once to the latter half of that chapter, where he will discover
why in the body of the book I have said nothing about inter-
national affairs or the empire, and nothing about Sir Stafford
C:ipps or the “Popular Front,”” Anyone who waats to know
my views about the latter can find them in another book of
mine, Ths People’'s Front, published some time ago by thofLeft
Book Club. I have oot changed in any essential the views
which 1 there expressed. Nor, I hope it is plain, does the
fact that this book is being published through the Labour
Book Service imply any slackening of my support of the Left
Book Club, for which I have a high sdmiration. ‘There need
be no antagonism between the two: there should be ample
room for both, I have written this book mainly for Labour
Party members who waat gathered together for them in one
volume a simple exposition of what 2 Labour Government
would set out to do in home affairs. I have written it in the
belief that, however the international crisis may overshadow
us, it is vital that we should not forget the tasks of good house-
keeping that face us, as a people, no less insistently because
of the very present danger of wat. I have written it because,
if we are to call successfully upon the people to defend de-
mocracy, we must make them understand cleatly and in relation
to their own lives what democracy is for.

G. D. H. Cown.
Oxford, March, 1939.
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The following useful booklets are issued by the New
Fabisn Research Bureau (now the Fabian Socdiety), but are not
official pronouncements of Labour Party policy:

The Essentinls of Socialisation. By G. D. H, Core. 1d.
The Nauon.nhnnnn of West-Country Minerals. By A. K. Hauniron-
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J ‘ReiluomnfCenmhndLocslGovemment. ByW A.Romson, 3d.
The Control of Investment. By 6d.
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The . following books deal especially with the. policies
which a Labour, Government woultr be likely to pursue, either
generally or in pamcular fields:

C. R. ATniee. The Labour Party in Perspective.  1937.
Hugn DaLtoN. Practical Socialism for Britaia. !'9;??7
DoucLas Jar. The Socialist Case. 1937,
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HerserT MormasoN. Socislisation and Transport. 1933,
G. D. H. CoLs. The Next Ten Years in British Social and Economic
Pohcy 1929,

rreuisoN.  ‘The First Workers’ Government, 1934.
Lom Apprson. A Policy for British Agricalture. 1938.

The following deal especially with problems of Socialist
planning:
Barsana Wootron. Plan or No Phn. 1934. )
G. D, H. CoLs. The Machinery of Socialist Planning. . 1938.
G D H. CoLe. Practical Economics. 1937.
D. H. Core. The Principles of Economic lening 1933,

'I'hc following pamphlets contain the chief official expositions
of the Labour Party’s foreign and colonial policy:

Labour's F Policy. By Al H Labour P d.

The ci?orﬁﬁ'ﬁ.é’f Labor Perty. agape ade o 1935:3%

The Demand for Colonial Equality of Economic Opportunity. Labawr
Party., 1936, 4d.

There are also numerous manifestos on receat questions
issued by the National Council of Labour or by the Labour

Party.

Guarcana Las, {T.U. i ass Dars), Warvohd, Haxm.



Tbhis book bas no index, not because the author
-has been foo lagy fo make ome, but becanse be
- believes that, in view of its naitwrs and arranmge-
ment, the very full table of contents af the beginning
will serve the reader as & more comvenient and
satisfactory means of reference.
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