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"The Labour Patty'. gooJ ia the SociaIiat C0m

monwealth. It iI detennineiJ to UIC the fCIou«.cI 
of our COUDtty 10 .. to Cft:Iltl: • ftal p1'OSperity 
in .. hid> "" ohoIl'-' Sclcoce ha pJaced in 
our hands the means of attoining this end, but 
ooIy if fiDaru:e ODd tnde; induatry ODd agtic:ulbUC, 
conform to • nationol plan undeJ: the guidance 
Df the State." 

LuoUll'S hoamIA.TB ,PaOGILUOIII. 

CITbe choice bcfotc the nation is either • vaia. 
.. ttempt to patch up the I11pCtIttUCtIIf of • capied
iat society in decoy at I .. very foundstioua, or • 
topid odvonc:e to • SociaIiat t=rlSttUction of the 
aationol life. Thete ia DO half-woy house between 
• aociety based on private ownership iD the means 
of productioo, with the profit of the few u the 
mcuure of IIlCCCSl. and • society where public 
ownetOhip of thoac mcana cnablos the -.-
of the .,.tiOll to be cIclibctotdy plann<d for attain
Ing the muimum of geaetal wcll·being." 

FOR SOCLW", ..." l'BAcL 



PREFACE 

I N a sense, the prefaCe to this book is contained in the final 
chapter; for I have thete esplaincd what it is, and what 

it is not, about. The tcader who" wishes for an advance 
intimation about its scope and limitations had better mm 
at once to the latter half of that chapte(, where he will discover 
.,..hy in the body of the book 1 have said nothing about inter
oational aJ£aits or the" CIllpitc,1ind nothing about Sir Stafford 
Cripps or the .. Popular Front." Imyone who wants to know 
my views about the latter can find thClll in another book of 
mice, Tb. PI.p'I,. Ft" •• t, published some time ago by thc:lLcft 
Book Oub. I have not changed in any essential the views 
which I there cspressed. Nor, I hope it is plain, does the 
fact that this book is being published through the Labour 
Book Service imply any slackening of my support of the Left 
Book Oub, for which I have a high admiration. There need 
be no antagonism hctween the two: there should be ample 
room for both. I have written this book "mainly for Labour 
party mcmhcn who want gathered together for them in one 
volume a simple esposition of what a Labour Government 
would set out to do in home aJ£aits. I have written it in the 
belief that, however the international crisis may overshadow 
us, it is vital that we should not forget the tasks of good house
keeping that face us, as a people, no less insistendy because 
of the very present danger of war. I have written it because, 
if we are to caU successfully upon the people to defend de
mocracy, wc must make them understand cleatly and in relation 
to their own lives what dClllocncy is for. 

G. D. H. CoLL 

Osford, M_b, 19J9. 
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uSocialism in Action" Reports. Each 2-d. 

The Land and the National Pla.aning of Agtic:ultwe.. '931. 
The National Planning of Transport. 19,2. 
The Reorganisation of the Electticity Supply Industry. ]932.. 
Cwrency, Banking and FiDancc.. Part I, '931; Part n. '911; IUrIUN 

'936. • 
Socialism and the Condition of the People. '934-

Water Supply: a National Problem and its Solution. ~H' Id. 
Labour', Policy for the Schools. '914. Rwislli '938. ,d. 
Up with the Houscs: Down with the Slumsl '934- Rwislli 19l!. od, 
Fair Rents and No Profitcerlng. 1934. RwinJ 1937. Id. 
The Blind Persons' Chanu. '93'. RwisIIi '937. ,d. 
Labow's Financial Policy. 1937. Id. 
Wby the Bsoks sbould be Nationalised. 1936. Id. 
SocWistfl and Social Credi~ 1935. Id. 
Labour', Plan for Oil from,pn!. '938. 1/
A.R.P.: Labour', Policy. '939. ,d. 
Labour', Policy for our Countryside. By LoRD ADD""". 1937. Id. 
Labour's Policy of Food for All. By THOMAS JOHNS'l'ON. M.P. 19:57. Id. 
Laboue, Policy for Coal and Power. By GBOllGB RmLBY. M.P. 1957. Id. 
Britisb Transport at Britain', Sc.cricc:. By HBkBBllT MOkJ.lSON. M.P. 
The Nation's Wcalthat tbc Nation' .. Service.. By DoUGLAS JA,!,. 1938. Id. 
Labour's Aims. By C. R. ATJ'LI!J!, M.P. '937. Id. 
Labour's Claim to Government. 1938. Id. 
The Position of the Middle-class Worker in the Tmnsition to Socialism. 

By G. L. BBNJAIIlN. '951, Id. 

Tbe following also embody official policy: 
Labour', Peesioo PIan. N.m-J C.-iI .f lAboItr. 1937. od. 
Coal: Tbe Labour Plan. NoJi-' C_I .f lAboItr. No date. ,d. 
Cotton: the T.U.C. Plan of Socialisatioo. TT"" U ... COIW«fs. No 

date. 3d. 
Iron and St<d: the T.U.C. Plan of SocialisatiOlL Trdu UIIi .. Coogrus. 

No date. ,d. 
Unemployment and the Coa,ofLiving. TrJuUIIi .. C_s, '937. Id. 
Holidays with Pay: the T.U.C. Policy. TrJu U ... C..,;ms. 1937. ,d. 
Holidays for All. TrJu U ... C .. gnss. '937. 3d. 
Educatioo and Democracy. TrJu Urrioo C..,....s. No date. "?, 
Tbe following reports on policy are to be found in the 

Reports of the Annual Conferences of the Labour Party, but 
have not been reissued separately in pamphlet fo=: 

Southpott Conference Report, 19'4- LobeItr P,g. 1/-. 
Public Ownenhip and Compensation. 
Import Bouds. 



"S4 UST OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 

A Sblte HeslIh Service. 
ParIiamonIllry Proccdo=. 

Bligh_ Conf= Report, '9ll. z..btJw Por&. ,/-. 
The Beet Sugar lnduatty. 
The Tithe Question. • 
SociaIisation of Cool and Allied Industries. 
Unemploymeot ODd tbe Unemployed. 
Local Govcmmcnt ODd DepRSSCd Areas. 
Broodcuting Policy. 

Ediobutgh Coof<:a:oce Repon, '9,6. z..btJw Por&. ,/-. 
The Tithe Qucotioa. 
Cemoonial _OIlS and Hooows. 
Local Gov=uncnt AdmiDistntioo. 

The programme of the Co-opcmtive Party, which works 
in alliance with the Labour Party, is set out in .' 
• BrillliD Reborn: Work and Wcallh for All. Co-operative Party. 6<1. 
and further in • series of pamphlets desling with particular 
questions, .. follows: . 

BliIlliD Reborn Series. Co-operative Party. Each .d. 
o Power ODd Puel. I Buy Briliah. 

Tnnspott. Work for AlL 
The Countryaide. Civic ldcala. • 

The Labour Party's c.;rnmis<lon of EnqWry into the 
Distressed Areas has issued the following reports, each Id.: 

A Proanmme of Im"""'is .. Acdoo. z..btJw Por&. '957. 
Cea...r ScotW!d. z..btJw Por&. '957. 
Durham ""d the North-East Coost. z..btJw Por&. '957. 
West Cumherlaacl. z..btJw Por&. '957. 
lancuhi= lA"- P"'!7. '9'7. 
Soulh Walea. lA"- P"'!7. '9'7. 

The following are published OD beIWf of the Standing 
Joint Committee of Women's Industrial Orgsnisations: 

Sodolism ""d the StandaRI of Living. z..btJw P"'!7. '9,8. ,d. 
Nutrition and Food Supplies. lA"- p.,.g. '9,6. cd. 
ChilcI='. Chortu. lA"- Por&. '957. ,d. 
Ptotec:t the Nation-. Mothcn. l.AlJtnir P"I.1. 1936. 2d. 
W= iD Industtyo lA"- P"'!7. '9ll. ICL 
Women in Offices. lA"- Por&. '9,6. ,d. 
The following useful booklets are issued by the New 

Fabian Research Bureau (now the Fabian Society), but are not 
oIIicial pronouncements of Labour Party policy: 

The Euendalo of Sociallsatioo. By G. D. H. Co..... ,d. 
The N.ti_1ioo of WcsK:ounay Minen'. By A. K. H.um.TON· 

]IINJUN. ,d. 
The ReJati011l of CeatDl and Local Govemmeot. ByW.A.ROBSON. ,d. 
The Contto1 of InVCSIlDellt. By CoLIN CuaL 6<1. 
T",,!,ri~ und~ Capiblliam. EdiJed by BA ....... WoomIN. 6<1. 
Sociali .. CIcdi. Policy. By B. P. M. DuaBIN. '1-. 
Matkcting Boon\a ODd Import ContlOl. By M. Ptuun PalCL 6<1. 



LIST OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS all 

The Hou,u,g Question. Edit6l b'y J. H. MARTIN. 6.1. 
T ..... port, Town Development and Territorial Planning of Industry. 

By P. J. 0u01lN. '1-. 
A Socialist Budget. By CoLIN CI..uE.. 6d. 
Airaaft Manufactu"': A Description and Proposals fot SocioJioation. 

By R. McKJNNON WOOD. 6d. 
FacIO and Figu ..... a Handbook for Labour Speak.... 6d. 
Planned Socialism. By H. DB MAN. Edited by G. D. H. CoLB. '1-. 
Technical Education: an Immcdiate Programme. By BAlUJAIlA DaAK.B 

and TOBIAS WBAVBR. 6d. 
Rent Rebates. By GBOPPIUlT WILSON. _1/-. 
Foreign Trade. . By HAROLD BARGBR. 6<1. 
Nutrition: • Policy of National Health. By BAlt.BARA DIlAD. 6d. 
Adult Education. Edited by A. CRltBCH JONDS, M.P. 6d. 
How Much Compensation? By EIlNI!ST DAVIBS. '1-. 
The Forty-Hour Week. By MxcHABL STBWART. 6d. 
State Education: an Immediate Progmmmc fot'. Socialist Govcmment. 

Edited by BAaBA'" DllAD. '1-. . 
Th. City T<><lay. By A. ern..... '1-. • 
Milk. from Cow toConsumcr. By JOANBUUIBIlandl'lm!l. VINTBL '1-. 
Living Wagca: the Case for a New Minimum Wage Act. By G. D. H. 

CoLB. 6d. ' .• : 

The . following books deal especially with the. policies 
which a Labour..Government wowd be likely to putSue, either 
gencrally or in particWu fields: . 

C. R. ATTLIOI. The Labour Party In P .... F..... '937. '. 
HUGH DAL'ION. Pnctic:al Socialism for Bntoln. I)". 
DoUGLAS JAI'. The Socialist Case. 1937. • 
HmtURT MORIWON. Sociali$ation and Transport. 1'33. 
G. D. H. CoLB. The N_ Ten Yeara In British Social and Economic 

Policy. '929. 
G. R. MITCHlSON'. The Fmt Worken' Govcmmcnt. 1,,4. 
LoRD ADDISOH. A Policy for British Agricultute. '938. 

Tbc following deal especially with problems of Socialist 
planning: 

BAHARA WOOTTON. Plan or No Plan. 1,34. 
G. D. H. CoLll. Tbe Machinery of Socialist Planning •. '938. 
G. D. H. CoLI!. Practic:al Economics. '937. . 
G. D. H. CoLI!. The Prindplea of I!conomic Planning. 19'" 

Tbe following pamphlets contain the chief official expositions 
of the Labour Party's foreign and colonial policy: ' 

Labour'. Foreign Policy. ByA"THURHBNDBIlSON.I..MJtJIIrP.,.~ 19)3. :r.d. 
The Colonial Empire. lAMr P.,.t:/. '9". .d. . 
The Demand for Colonial Equality of Economic Opportunity. ~ 

P",t:/. 1936• 4'1. 
Tbere are also numerous manifestos on recent questions 

issued by the National Council of Labour or by thC Lal?our 
Party. 



This boo/: h4S 110 it1liex, 1101 bt<4NSI Ih, 411lhor 
. h41 belli loo 1"tY to m4h O1Ie, bul bU4II11 hi 
"belinJlI Ihal, in ~ie1ll of itl 1141_ 4IId 1117'411[,1-
"mllll, lhe nry full IrJbl, of (oIIlmts allh, befj""ing 
rvill serw lhe n4Jler as ,. ml,., (O/II)",i",1 4IIJ 
S4tisj4&IOry ""4111 of reJermn . 
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