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PREFACE.

'THE work, now presented to- the public, pretends ta.na:
merit, beyond. that of a faithful relation of the very ifaportant:
changes and}transactions, which have occurred in India between:
1814 and 1819. The labour of the narrator has: been chiefly
oceupied in compilation. and extr'éction from. the voluminoiis:
records of the Suprem&Government, which contain. ‘the most:
minute details of every pohtmal or military oecurrence in every:
quarter of India.. Toall these he had free aceess ;-and; thus,.the:
only qualities requisite for the undertaking, were.those of dilie
gence in research, and discrimination. in- the: use or-rejection ofx
the materials before him, = If he shall have succeeded in selects,
ing so much, as may render the politics of: India,;during the:
period under review, intelligible to those, who .Iﬁéy approaéh the:
subject with motives of curiosity oz utility,—if readers. of: this:
class shall retire from. the perusal, tolerably satisfied’ with-the:
insight it "has given them Jinto, the. affairs of .the. Pe?i‘?d". and;
epabled to form a fair. judgment upon. the propriety of: the;
‘measyres adopted, his grand and primary object. will have-been:
attained. = At the same txme, he is not ignorant, that, in skilful;
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hands, the train of events, of which a faithful and plain relation
is here submitted, might have been wrought into a form, that
would ha:v_e awakened a lively interest in the Zeneral, as well as
the curious or interested reader.. The facts recorded are both
singular and impoi"tant; the orﬂy-‘.ci.rcumstancqs, that can give
a kegitimate attraction to a work of the historical class. -But
- Indian habits and occupations, as well as the example of his
‘precursors, prevent the narrator froﬁx anticipating much success,
.except with those of his readers, whose attention may be excited
by the recollection of Indian scenes, wherein they have them-
selves horne a part, or by the tie of kindred with the present
actors upon that wide field for British enefgy, , o
In any other department of writing, the narrator would pro-
‘bably have followed the bent of his inclination, and have ven-
tured his first literary work without the appendage of a name,
which can give no title to favourable notice, But the public
has a right to demand, that every thing, pretending to the cha--
racter of history, should bear that eertificate at least; and, in
some cases, a- notice of the sourees of information, and of the
circumstances which may have given a peculiar command of.
them, or a pretension to more than usual authenticity. He
feels himself compelled by this consideration, in addition to his
name, to state briefly, that, on the first occasion of the Governor-
General’s leaving the presidency in the year 1814, to make the
tour of the western provinces, he had the good fortune -to be
 selected as one of the suite of the Marquess of Hastings, then
Earl of Moira, and was, during the tour, attached to the secre-:
tariat. On the oecasion of his Lordship’s second i)rogress. to the
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westward, that is to say, wben he personally took the field in
1817, he had the honour of again filling the same capacity -ag
before, and contintied to form part of the suite_«throughbut the -
campaign, and until his Lordship’s return to the presidency.

Notwithstanding the extensive means of observation, which
this employment opened to him, it never would have .occurred
to the narrator himself, that his time could be employed with
advantage in the preparation of any thihg for the press. It is
not the fault of the service to which he belongs, causeleéély to
obtrude itself on the public in print. .Its manifold duties gene-
rally give full employment to all, who might be supposed to
possess the capability ; and the office, to which he happened to
be attached, was by no means one of the least 'labori.ous.‘ \

However, when the rise of the Mahrattas in arms, to dppose
the execution of the Governqi‘-General’.s 'pléhs for the sup- .
pressioh of the Pindarees, brought on a crisis of nd\common. in.
terest, it became a matter of evident importance, that the public |
curiosity should be satisfied in respect to the eauses that h‘ad~ pro-
duced the juncture ; and that the conduct of the I_ﬁdian authori-
ties, as well in the previous intercourse with the native powers, ‘

“as in the efforts to avert-the mischiefs, which then assumed a
thfea.tehing aspect, should be secured from the possibility ‘of .
‘Tisrepresentation, by a candid and early exposé of all their
operations. -In the compilation of such a-memoir, if executed
with but a moderate portion of skill, there seemed to be .so
‘much of public utlhty, as, in the narrator’s c1rcumstances, would
warrant his regarding it as a point of pubhc (iuty to make the
-attempt_ - Yet, though soon convinced that such a work was -
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Fhost desirable, it was some monthis before he could bring himself
finally to resolve on commencing it. " His employmént in' India,
é,ﬂeépﬁ-’dﬁ’thelﬁva-’ﬁeeasions abovementioned, had beer ¢onfinéd
exclusively to the internal branches of administration; and he felt
the disadvaiitagé;'=hhderfi3vhich' hé must vindertake a task that,
froin its ‘nature, ‘required a general ‘survey of the political
relations of the British dominion in the East. But, as no one
of -established "political ‘repiitation ‘appeared inclined to' $t&p
' forward on the occasion, and there was -reason to fear, that,'"
unless he took it up, an authentic account of the period ‘might
long be a desideratum, he was induced to consult on the
subject: with the- Secretary to the Governor-General, “whose
‘entirely with his own, he at length made the tender of his
sérv_ices, p’rovigléd the- assent of the Governor-General ¢ould bé
obtained, and there should be no objection to his unlimited.
use of the records of Government. -The proposition was
received -by Mr:' Adam with ‘his ‘characteristic liberality, and
met with his very decided encouragement. ~Through him the
narrator obtained the Governor-General’s permission to avail
himself of the records of the Secretary’s office, without which;
as all the most important articles of information are usually
recorded while matters are still in train, it would -have been
impossible to- execute the work, except in the most. imperfect
manner. . ‘ R
Such were the circumstances, imde__r‘ ‘which the collection of
materials was- begun in February, 1818, when the campaign
was drawing fast to-a clese. - It has taken-just a year to bring
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it to a.conclusion. To. those acquainted. with: the nature of
‘the records of the Indian Government, this will not be thought

‘an immoderate time,- -when it is recollected, that it was. Deces-

sary carefully to’ peruse and, note the entire proceedmgs of the

political department for upwards, of four. years, before the nar-

rative itself could ‘be commenced. Much of the narratc;r:s

attention was -besides devoted to .other objects, bemg all. the

-while in ‘active- employment Thus, however desirous he. may

"have been, that the work should appear while the curiosity. of
the’ public was yet at its height, he has found it impossible to

ppresent it at an earlier moment. As it is; in his own judgxxient,

too much has been sacrificed to the desire of expedition.

It is necessary to premise, that the desién~ has been, totrace
_the political transactions of India from the origin of the hostile
spirit amongst the Mahratta powers to-the final crisis.of the
season’ of 1817-18; to relate the operations ‘of that. season; and
explain, as far as may be possible, the ~sett1e1ﬁent ‘resulting
therefrom, Else it might ‘create some surprise, that,” while
events of comparatively minor interest are' dwelt upon, with
a minitteness, which may, perhaps, be found tedious, the par-
ticulars of the Goorkha war are passed over with. a mere
‘cursory notice. But’ these.‘were in a.measure foreigg,.-t_qf t,h.é
crisis 'in question; and, as the ‘time had: gqne. b)},_ when' they
could be considered, to have a peculiar’claim ‘to, interest, it -
was thought best to limit the mention of that war to- its
influence :_upon“the conduct of other powers, and on]y 30 ffari to
allude to_the operations of it, as might be necessary to éxplain
that influence.

b
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‘Suchi ag it is, the work is now given to the pub'hc, with the
Fall: confidence, that ‘it will not be.-regarded as -4 laboured
-exculpation of any specific scheme ‘of policy. -He can affirm,
‘that he has not, in a single instance, designedly giver a colour-
ing to a fact, in-order to make it suit the peculiar views of any
class of statesmen i but he does acknowledge with some pride,
that the preserit head of the Indian Goverpment has elaims to
his personal attachment, which may have given & bias td"his
p’olifical -views and i'easonings;, and further, that ‘the habit .of
daily contemplatmo the development of ‘his particular. plans,
from ‘the moment of their -conception, ‘until they have been
crowned w1th ‘the: predJcted ‘success, has -produced a warmth
of admiration, that may have warped his judgment upon the
character of the system piirsued. Yet has it been ‘his ‘ex-
clusive aim' tixroughbut, to -give a plain dnd candid statement
of his own impressions on the events recorded ! indeed, to have
done otherwise would have been consistent, neither with the
liberal-confidence reposed in-hint by the Marquess of Hastings,
‘nor- withi, thé spirit, in which he himself undertook the task.

The marrator ‘is, at the samie time, proud’to.own, ‘that his
situation has given him the means of verifying séveral points of
‘material import, by personal inquiry ‘at*the fountain head, and

 that his impressions; in réspect to the political measures adopted,
‘have ‘been submitted-to ‘the tést of severe examinations, which'
have: elther confirmed their accuracy, or pmnted to the means,
" by which they could be thoroughly sifted. Hence hasresulted
-a further confidence, both of the authent1c1ty,, of the facts de-
tailed, and of the correctness of his own views-and opinhions. -
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The narrator does not feel himself at liberty, for the present, -
to- obtrude his personal acknowledgments: it will suffice to
declare, that he has deeply felt his: obligation to the superior
judgment, which has enabled him to discover errors and ‘inac-
curacies, that might have escaped his own observation ; and shall
consider whatever value may hereafter be thought to attach to
the performance, as an authentic continuation of the political
- history of India through the period in question, to be more
ascribable to the aid he has received in its revision, than to any
pains of his own in the compilation.

Caicntta, Febrﬁary, 1819.

b2



ADVERTISEMENT.

THIS work was transmitted piecemeal for publication; and
its appearance has been retarded, partly by the negligence of
the hands to which the manuscript was confided, and partly by
same unforeseen difficulties, which it is impossible, and perhaps
immaterial, to explain. For any inaccuracies of the type, or
discrepancy in the spelling of Indian words and names in the
map and text, the Editor’s professional avocations and total
ignorance of Eastern' orthography must plead in excuse.—A
short glossary, and a catalogue of the native princes and persons
of distinction, that figure in the narrative, is ‘added for the
convenience of the untravelled European reader.
' | C. R. P.
Temple, April, 1820.
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Biineea, 8 merchant, or dealer.—Sansc.

Chela, an eléve, or ward.—Sansc.

Chitnavees, a private secretary.—Pers.

Chout, black mail; redemption from tribute; the fourth part of any thmg —Sansc.
Choultry, an inn, or caravansera.—Hind. :

Coss, a measure of length ; about two miles,—Pers.
Dik, post for letters or travellers.—Pers.

Dhiirna, sitting in, a mode of importunate demand.—Sansc.
Diirbir, the court of a prince,—Pers.

Diirra, a horde or band of freebooters.—Hind,

Fiirndvées, a secretary,—FPers.

Gooroo, a family priest.—Sansc.

Giiddee, the cushion or seat of state.—Hind,

Hirkira, a courier,—Pers,

Jageer, a fief.—Pers,

Jiungiil, forest.—Sansc. and Pers.

Killidar, a governor.—Arab.

Khutree, the military caste.—Hind,

Khilat, a dress of honour.—Pers. and Sansc.

Kiitra, a walled town,

Looteea, a common plunderer.—~Sansc.

Lihbur, a foray or marauding party.—Sansc.

Mobtnshee, a linguist, or interpreter.— Arab,

Miisniid, the cushion or seat of state.—4rad,

Maolkgéree, conquest.—.Arab,

Nulli, a dry torrent bed.—Sansc.

Petta, a town: the suburb of a fort.—Sanse.

- Raj, a kingdom, or royal residence.~Sansc. -

Résila, a body of horse resembling a pulk of Cossacks.——Sansc.
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Sirdar, a chief, or superior officer.—Pers. - .

GLOSSARY.

Sebundee, the militia, or gens d'armerie.—Pers.
. Sipahee, or Sepoy, a foot soldier.—Pers.
Sdoba, a province, or government.— Arab.
Srad’h, a funeral ceremonial.— Sansc.
Stinniid, a deed of grant, or warrgnt.—Sansc. © * .
Strunjimee, military service tenure.~—Pers.
Syce, a groom, or horse-keeper.—Sansc.
Vakeel, an envoy, or negotiator,—Arab,
. *
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K "~ TITLES.
Hindoo.

Péshwa, minister.
Peshkar, deputy
REd, ) - .
Rana, } rulmg prince,
Nana,
Raj-Rina, regent, or viceroy.
Séna-puttee, general; ‘title of the Raja of Berar. -
Séna-Khas-Khel, commander of the fmthful band
3{:‘10,} ‘prince. i
,
Ram, a title of nobility.
Thakoor, a feudal lord.
Baee,

Bayeh, } dowager princess.

Moosulman.

Nxzam, title of the Nuwab of Hyderabad ongmally, vweroy of the Dukhun
under the Moghuls.

Nuwab, a governor; a ruling prince.

Vizier, a minister of state.

Déwan, an administrator, or mlmster..

Khan, a lord a title of nobility. .

Beégiim, a dowager princess.

Siheb, lord; an appellation of rank. .



"GLOSSARY.

, TRIBES OF HINDOOS.
Bheels, & tribe on the borders of Rajpootana.

Jats, a north-western tribe.

’

Goands, a north-western tribe, mhabmno the Mohadeo range
Grasseas, a tribe inhabiting the Satpoora range.
Soandees, a tribe between ereen and Rampoora.

. Names of the principal Native Princes mentioned in the Narrative, with their respective
seats of government, and the names qf the British Residents.

Moosulman Princes,
Nizam. .

Nuwab Vizier of Oude,~Ghazee

Qodeen Hyder.

Nuwab Viziers of Bhopal.
1. Mahommed.
2. Nuzur Mahommed. -

Makrattas.

Hindoo Princes.
Raja of Suttara——Noor Nerayun. .

Péshwa—Bajee Rio.

Gykwar.
Anund Rao, nominal,

Futteh Singh, actual.

Rajas of Nagpoor,
L. Ragoojee Bhoosla. |
2. Pursajee Bhoosla (Bala Saheb).
8. Moodajee Bhoosla (Appa Sabeb )
¢. Bajee Réo Bhoosla.

Sindheea—Maha Raja Donlut Rao}
Sindheea.

Holkar—Maba Raja Mulhar Rao}
Holkar.

Nana of Sigur.
Govind Rao, legitimate.
Bunaeek Rao, intrusive,

Capital, British Residents,
Hyderabad.  Mr. H. Russell.
Lucknio.

Bhopil. —_—
Suttara, Captain Grant, assistant.
Poona. Mr. Elphinstone.
Brodera, —_—
Nigpoor.- Mr. Jenkins,
4
Gwalior. Mr. Strachey.

Captain Close.
Indore. Major' Agnew, assistant.
Sigur. .
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Hindot\l’rit.loen. Rejpoots. . Capital.. . British Residents.

- Rana of Oodeepoor. wwi 7 -Qodeepoor. : - Captain Tod, assistant.
Raja of Jypoqr—qutab.'Singlv‘!_._, Sl Jynagurh. _ ' - ‘
Raja of Joﬁdh[;oor——Man Sinéh,  Joudhpoor. . | e

Raja of Kota—Kishwir Singh:* ~ ~ Kota, = ——o

Raj-Rana—Zalim Singh.

» . M})é’lese. i
Goorkha'Raja, ~——— ' - Katmindhoo. Mr. E. Girdner.




DIRECTIONS FOR ARRANGING THE PLAT

Head of the Marquess of Hastings to face the title page.

Map -

1. Defile of Cheree—Ghitee pass

2. Lodgment on Malaoun Hills

8. Ghoorkha defencesy

4. Position of Jythuk

5. Jypoor

6.-Nigpoor Residency

7. Hatras

8. Chanda

9. Plan of operations at Poona
10. Plan of operations at Négpoor}
11. Plan of attack on Jawud
12. Plan of attack on Jubbu]poor}
18. Plan of the battle of Mehudpoor
14. Kumulnér
15. Talnér }
16.. Plan of assault on Sholapoor
17. Plan of raut of Soonee }
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