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PREFACE. 

THE object of this little book is to deal in a 

popular way with the subject of the Death , 
Duties. It is an attempt to sketch clearly 

and concisely their history in the past, to 

give a description of them as they stand 

at present, and to suggest reforms in their 

incidence and mode of levy. In a word, 

to show' the Death Duties as they have 

been, as they are, as they should be. 

S. C. B. 
G. S. ·B. 



NOTE.' 

IN justice to Mr. Barnes, I wish to point out how very 
unequal in amount has been the work done by the two 
authors whose names appear on the title page of this 

" 

book. 
I had fully hoped and intended to take an equal share 

in the work; but it so happened, that during the time 
when the book had to be written-the late summer and 
"arly autumn-une.pected and absorbing calls upon 
my time and attention left me but little opportunity of 
performing my part. Thus my contribution to the 
work has b1en practieally confined to collecting some 
of the materials, to discussion, to suggestions, and to 
.'.reful revision and criticisnl of manuscript and proof­
sheets. The lion's share of the work has been done by 
my colleague, and to him is due whatever of credit may 
nttach to the book. 

SYDNEY BUXTON. 
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APPENDIX A, 

PRODUCT OF THE DEATH DtrTIEg, 

COMPILIID FROM THE REPORTS OF Th\: INLAND REVENUE 

COMMISSIONERS, 

Prnhale, Ad· 
lllinPl"'tilla, 
• ad Invon- Lop.yDu ... T ..... 
tory Out)'_ 

F. F. F. 
17¢r-97 33.734· 33.734 
1797-<)8 79069' 79.69. 
1798-99 100,823 100,822 
1799 570938 57.938 
1800 • ]41,331 141,231 

ISo] 113.870 113.870 
1802 135,201 135,201 
1803 15'7,002 157,002 

'804 187.952 .87,953 
1805 31;1.5>3 180,126 4%649 
1806 35~878 2l9,.OlO 583,898 
1807 381,638 JClO,JlI 681.959 
1808 401,980 :J04,834 736,814 
1809 433.374 546,4.>1 9790795 
1810 440.703 441•6·U 88>'378 
1811 446,073 443.776 8890849 
18u 4JO,7~6 483.307 91-\,053 

• No &e<oo.ts exist 01 the I..epq Duty befoce 'M" 01 the 
I'robal. DulY bo:f..., 1805_ 
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Probate, Ad· 
ministration, 
and lnvcn· Legacy Duty. Total. 

tory Duty. 
/; /; /; 

181l 4l3,g61 571,lol 1,00,,262 
1814 525,811 6<)5,242 1,22.,053 
1815 531,717 766,106 1,297,823 
1816 656,799 711,683 1,368,482 

1817 734,858 995,176 1,730 ,034 
1818 748,5 16 904,083 1,625,599 
1819 753,05

' 
898,~71 1,65 1,422 

1820 789,306 906,281 1,6<)5,587 
IS;U 823,847 979,420 1,80),267 
]822 767,359 • 1,06<),836 1,837,195 
1823 850 ,0] [ 997.538 1,847,549 
1824 883,°54 1,073,01 I 1,956,065 
1825 909,063 1,087,16, 1,996,228 
1826 853,140 944.377 1,797.5 ' 7 
1827 900,956 1,068,803 1,96<),759 
1828 919,254 1,197,852 2,117,106 

1829 924,383 1,208,035 2,1.1 2,418 

1830 941,064 1,247,890 ',188,954 
1831 928,668 1, 163,812 ',092,480 

183' 884,688 1,2)1,027 .... 2,115,715 
1833 924,006 1,175,481 ',099,487 
1834 976,173 .1,239,012 2,21 5,.85 
1835 940,577 1,206,178 2,146,745 

1836 957,461 , 1,197,,01 ',1 54,g6' 

1837 1,068,256 1,208.975 2,277,231 

1838 976,393 1,308,107 2,284,500 

1839 922,199 1,188,381 2,110,,80 

1840 9890434 1,202,577 2,192,011 

1841 1,011,874 J,2tJ9,126 2,221,000 

1842 9]2,387 1,294,719 2,267,.06 

1843 ggB,g65 .,241,777 2,240,742 

'1844 1,027,884 1,252,171 .,280,055 

1845 1,095,806 1,)28,570 ',424,376 

1846 1,054,,75 1,247.555 2,30',130 

1847 .,147,025 1,3 190523 ·,466,548 
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Probate. Ad. 
miniill1Llion, 
and In~n. Lepoy 0.",. Tala!. 
tory Uuty_ 

& l l 
1848 1.041.497 1.223,665 2,265.16• 
1849 .,107,587 1.359.534 .2,467,120 
1850 JJ031,4~:a 1.311 .396 2.342,798 
.85 I 1,063,401 [,3 I S.281 2.378,68. 
1852 1,135,30 2 1.380,336 2.5 15.638 

l..qraey and 
SucocuiOD Duty. 

1853 1,16l,60l 1,383,922 2.546.5'4 
1854-55 1,235,333 1.53°.843 .... 2,766.176 
1855-56 1,24$,074 .,7 12,785 2.957,859 
.856-57 1,241,007 1.880.988 3,121,995 
1857-58 1.'7'10913 1.864.725 3.135.638 

tApcy Duty. SuCC'HSiQD 
DUlY, 

& 
.858-59 1.338,089 '.647.125 564.697 3.549.9" 
1859-60 ',33:;.206 .,528,246 601.775 3.463.2'7 
1800-61 1.394,814 1.566,767 602,81 3 3.564.394 
1861-6. 1.4190 166 1.676.365 601.359 3.696.890 
1862-63 1,~3,Ol3 1.730,878 657.6'9 :;.831.53° 
.86)-64 i.58>, 173 1.672,915 59'.049 3.846,137 
.864-65 .,6.1-3,872 1.78:;.846 56:;'238 3.989,956 
1865-66 IAA¢3 1.997,'46 6'5.'55 ... 3°30369 
1866-67 1.735,869 ·,933,)07 643,66. 4.312.837 

'.867-68 '.77 •• 833 '. '5 ... 343 740.038 ... 666,2'4 
IS()8-69 ·.7,8,700 2.060.333 7 .... 665 ... 513.698 
,S69-70 '.9' 5.470 2,220,5 18 750,'5' ... 886,240 
1870-71 1.98<).3'9 2,157.200 806,173 ... 951,69, 
.87'-7> •• 9890133 0,5690784 801,0.6 5.)60,933 
187>-73 0,074.657 2,355,53' 835,395 5,365.583 
.873-74 :I,1¢.4l'J '.561,95' 86,,898 5,6l2,36. 
.874-75 0,,890240 I,S91,6lg 8>0,893 5.701,76. 
1875-]6 '.390>339 0,712,937 836,030 5.9J9.]06 
.876-77 2.3J9.9'4 2,829.'71 855,274 6.0>4.359 
.877-78 >'3;8,'45 2,935.343 796.5'5 6,110,003 

• 
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Probate~ Ad-
ministration, l4acY Du.,.. Succession TotaL and loveD- Duty. 
tory Duty. 

£. £. £. £. 
1878-79 .2,440,180 2,594,202 125.174 5.759.556-
1879-80 2.677.803 2.933.618 788.404 6.399.884 
1880..81 3.218.307 2.827,378 780,453 6,826,138 
1881-82 3,693.274· 2.814,145 742.428 7.249,847 
1882-83 3.886.164. 2,723,722 827.777 7.437.663 
1883-84 4,1780503. 2.506,010 845.966 7.530,479 
1884-85 4,062.630• 2,821,780 935.054 7.810,464 
1885-86 4,103.644. 2,4741722 858•241 7.436.607 
1886-87 4,026,469·, 2,560,725 814,763 7.401.957 
1887-88 4,596.620· 2.814,560 830.5°3 8.241•683 
1888-89 4,231.559·t 2.83°.378 906.469 7.968.406 

• Including the U Account Duty." 
t Of this sum £1,410,520 were transferred to Local Taxation 

Accounts .. 
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OFFICIAL LIST OF FORMS IN USE FOR THE PAYMENT 

OF PROBATE, ACCOUNT-STAMP, LEGACY, AND SUCCES­, 
SION DUTY. 

PROBATE DUTY. 

" B "-Original Affidavit of Value to lead to Probate or 
Administration: To be used where the grosS' personal 
estate is under .£ 100 in value, or where the whole per­
sonal estate, wherever situate, and without deduction for 
debts, etc .• does not exceed.l300 in value, the Deceased 
in either case having died on or after 1st June, 1881 . 

.. A "-Origiool Affidavit of Value to lead to Probate or Ad­
Dlinistration: To be used where Form "B" is not 
applicable • 

• D "-Corrective Affidavit of Value: To be used where the 
grant was taken out on or after the 1st June, 188r. 

No. I)O.-Corrective Affidavit of Value: To be used where 
the gnmt was tal ..... out before that date. 

ACCOVNT-STAIIP DUTY. 

" C "--For duty under 44 Viet. cap. n.5o 38. and 52 Viet. cap. 
7, 50 11, on Personal Property. including Leaseholds. 
passing under Voluntary Setdement, or Joint Tenancy 
or as a d<Hwti ...... Iis cvtISIf or gifts made within twelve 
months of death. 
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ESTATE DUTY • 

• t E "-Statemen:t to De- delivered with Affidavit" A/! where 
the Estate and Effects in respect whereof duty is charged 
on the Affidavit or Inventory exceeds £10,000, and 
whet~ application for the grant of probate or letters of 
administration was made on or after 1st June, 1889. 

n F "-Statement of the Personal or Moveable property 
included in an Account" C,f) where the value of such 
property exceeds £10,000. 

U G " ....... Corrective Statement of Value: To he used where 
insufficient Estate Duty has been paid on. a Form U E.n. 

No. I3.-Statement of Value to be delivered with an Account 
of any successiod on the death of any person dying on 
or after 1st June, IS89, where the value of the succession 
exceeds £10,000, or where, in the case of real estate 
passing under a will or intestacy, the value of the sue· 
cession, together with the yalue of any other benefit 
taken by the successor under the said will or intestacy, 
e][ceede £10,000. 

LEG_~ DuTY. 

No. I.-For specific Legacies, and for pecunijry Legacies 
payable out of Real and Personal Estate where the 
Deceased died prior to 1st July, 1888, or where the 
Deceased died on or after that date payable wholly out 
of Personal Estate. For shares of residue, where the 
amount of the residue has been arrived at by a General 
Account on the Fonn NO.3, and (in duplicate) for an 
account supplemental to that account. (See No. II.) 

No. 2.-For Instalments of Legacy Duty on Annuities. 
(See No. 12.) 

No. 3.-([n Duplicate)-For General Residuary Accounts. 
No. 8.-([n Dupticate)-For the proceeds of sale or principal 

value of Real Property directed by will to be sold, where 
the Deceased died before 1St July, t 888. 

No. I I.-For pecuniary Legacies and shares of residue when 
payable out of a Blended Fund ari.mg from Real Estate 
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directed to be sold and Personal Estate, or when 
charged on Real Estate in aid of Personal Estate. To 
be. used only where the Deceased died on or after 1st 
July, 1888. • 

No .... -For Instalments of Duty on Annuities where the 
Annuities are payable out of a Blended Fund arising 
from Real Estate directed to be sold and Personal 
Estate, or cbarged on Real Estate in aid of Personal 
Estate, and when the Deceased died on or after 1st July, 
1888. 

No. 2o.-For small estates under £100 in value, where up­
wards of £80 is deposited in a Savings Bank or due by 
a Friendly Society, and a certific~te of exemption from 
Legacy Duty is required, to obtain payment of the 
money. 

SUCCESSION DlTl'Y. 

No. I.-For pecuniary Legacies payable wboUy out of Real 
Estate or the proceeds of sale thereof, where the De-
ceased died on or after 1St July, 1888. • 

No. .. -(In Duplicate)-For Personal Property (including 
settled funds, money charged upon or arising from the 
sale of Real Property, and the proceeds of sale of Church 
Patron"!le) where the property is at once taken abso­
lutely,OI' by different persons in succession, all liable to 
duty at the same rate, and the duty is chargeable upon 
the capital. (See also No. I.) 

No. 5.-(ln Duplicate)-For Personal Property chargeable 
by way of Anuuity, including annuities charged on Real 
Property either hy deed or by the will of any person 
dying on or after 1st July, 1888. 

No. 6.-(ln Duplicate)-FQI'Real Property, including Lease­
holds. 

No. 7.-FQI' the second and subsequent Instalments of Duty 
on Real and Personal Property. 

No. 8.-( In Duplicate)-F or the proceeds of sale or principal 
value of Real Property directed to be sold or sold under 
• pnwer. (See also • No. &. under U Legacy Duty.") 
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No. 9.-(In Duplicate)-For the cesser of terminable charges 
upon Real Property, including the cesser of dower. 

No. IO.-(In Duplicate}--For the proceeds of sale of Timber. 
No. n.-See" No. II" under U Legacy Duty." 
No. n.-See "No. 12" under" Legacy Duty." 
No. 19.-(ln Duplicate}--For Duty payable in expectancy. 

This Form is not supplied until a commutation has been 
agreed to. Application should h.e made in writing to 
the Controller of Legacy and Succession Duties, Somer­
set House, London, W.c., stating the reason for the 
application (sale or mortgage), the full particulars of the 
property, the title, the names and dates of birth of 
the tenants for life and in rerriainder, and the gross • amount of th~ sale money or the amount of the mortgage. 

FORMS IN USE FOR CLAIMING A RETIlRN OF DUTY. 

PROBATE DUTY. 

" D "-Where the original grant was taken out on or after 
the 1St June, I88t. 

No. IJI.-Where the original grant was taken out before the 
1st June, 1881, and the return is claimed on the ground 
of over estimate. 

No. 132.-Where the original grant was taken c:Alt before the 
lSt June, 188J, and the return is claimed on die ground 
of debts paid. 

NOTE.-Vouchers for the payment of the Debts must be 
produced. 

ESTATE DuTY. 

" G"-To be used where too much Estate Duty has been 
paid OD a Form" E." 

FOR THE RETURN OF ACCOUNT,STAMP, LEGACY, AND 
SUCCESSION DUTY. 

No special Forms are provided. The circwnstanoes should 
be embodied in aD affidavit by the penon by whom the 
Duty was paid. The stamped receipt fo< the Duty 
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should be annexed, and evidence in support of the claim 
produced. 

This long list of forms will plainly show how 
complicated is the administration of the e)cisting 
Death Duties. Each successive-amendment of the 
law has usually implied the creation of several 
additional forms, and with them, fresh complexity 
of administration. 

H 
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Accou.nt Duty, levied by means of a stamp. I. 
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11,40. 
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u produce of the, Appendix A. 

Administn.tiOD, letten ot, ... 
n .. stamp imposed OD, 4-

Agrieulturalland, ave-rage produce of. 49-
Annual value. meaning of, 32-

u capital value of realty assessed from, 49-
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RMC'h. Sir M. Hteb-, 'ax QO torporate l~J imposed by, J6.. 
lllflnIed !undo, 47. 
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Cairns, Lord, estimate by, of produce of Successio~ Dl\ty, 25. 
Ca.pital, tbe taxation of, 15,69. 

" '.' Adam Sm~th on, 79. 
,. " Fox on, 15. 
" " Mr. !>israeli on, 21. 

t " Mr. Goschen on, 30,71. 
Charities, Irish, exempt from Legacy Duty, 18. 

" proposal by Mr. Gladstone to tax, 34-
" exempt from tax on corporate property, 35. 

Childers, Mr" tax on corporate property proposed by, 35. 
It equalisation of Death Duties proposed by, 7~. 
" features of his scheme of reform, 78-81. 

Consanguinity scale in Legacy Duty, changes in, 15-18. 
It u C n the existing, IS. 

" "Succession Duty, 23. 
" '.' " changes in, 27. 
" " Mr. Lowe's opinion of the, 76. 
Jt ,t Mr. DisraeU's opinion oftbe, 77. 
" It is popular, 85. 

Cnnsideration, valuable, 12, 41. 
Copybold land in realty, 39. 
Corporate property, tax on, proposed by Mr. Gladstone, 34-

un" " Mr. Childers, 35. 
" " " v Sir M. Hicks-Beach, 36. 
" u outcry against Mr. Gla.dsto~e's proposal to 

tax, 34-.. .. tax on, not productive of much (evenue, 36. 

Death-bed gifts {"harged with Account Duty, 12, 40-
Death Duties. wby so called, J. 

" list of existing, I. 

n included in Revenue under stamps, I. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. .. 

all ad fltlitlrnfJ duties, 2 • 

summary of the history of the, 33 • 
Done of the, equal in incidence on realty aad per-

S()Dalty, 38-
(OIlfusion in the, 39-
expensive to administer. 39-
anomalies of the, 55-
relative incidence of the, 37 d sq • 
.. a means of taxation, 65-. 
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Death Duties, do not disturb trade, 68. 
" rapid increase in revenue from the, 68. 
u graduation of tbe. 71. 
n reform of, past schemes for, 75. 
" u scheme fOf, 81 II srq. 
n n objects to be kept in view in, 8\. 
" ptoduce of the, Appcndax A. 
u equalisation of the, proposed by Pitt, 14. 
n .. JI II Mr. Childus, 78. 
tI It n Lord Jobn Russell on, 19. 
n n u Sir Robert Peel on, 20. 

.. II n Mr. Elphinstone's motion for, zo. 
u It. n always opposed by landed io· 

terest, .7. 
Oisraeli, Mr., on the taxation of capital, 21. 

n on the scale of conSAnguinity. 77. 
Butch fiscal system" with regard to wilts. 5. 

l!:state Duty, levied by means of. stamp, I. 
u how levied on penonaIty, 31, 54. 
n II realty, 31, S+ 
It imposition of the, 29-
It anomaJits of the, 31, 32. 
n principle of graduated tuation in th~ 30, 72-
, I Bttdj.~t speech in which (ftSbadowcd. J0-
n payable by inst&lments, 3:1, ,S4. 
.. Land for the assessment oC, cannot be ftlued at more 

than 2.4l ,..,.... pun:hasc, 55. 
u Produce of lb~ Appendix It.. 

Elpbinstone, Mr •• motion by, ao. 
IiqualisatiOll or tho Death Duties, proposed by Pitt, 14-

.. .. II II Mr. Childers. 78. 
II n .. Lord JohD Rassdl OD the. 19-
n II It Sir Robert Peel oa the, aD. 

'u II It Mr. ElphiDStoae-S motioD. for the. -.. .. .. ..... ys opposed by 
terest. 37. 

u.ecutor, required to praTe will in which named. .. 
It nahy does DOt deseeod ~ S. 83-

F.xp«tancy. D&'unl, .... t-of·kitt poos<S$ .. 67. 

landed in-
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Forms in use at Somerset House, official list of, Appendix B .. 
Fox, opposition by, to Pitt's Legacy and Succession Duty Bills, 15. 

" opinion of, on taxation of capital, J S. 
Freehold land realty, 39. 

Gladstone,·Mr., exemption from Legacy Duty introduced by, 18. 
n in:y>OsitioD of Succession Duty by, 21. 
') produce of Succession Duty estimated by. 25. 
" tax: 00 corporate property proposed by, 34. 

Goschen, Mr., increase of the Succession Duty by, 27, 46. 
" grant by, of half the Probate Duty in aid of rates, 27. 
" imposition of Estate Duty by, 29. 
" on the taxation of capital, 30, 71. 

Graduated taxation, pri.ciple of in Estate Duty, 30, 12. 
" " could be easily applied to the Death Duties, 71, 
" " principle of, in Income Tax, 72, 73. 

Graduation of the Death Duties, 71. 

Hicks·Beach, Sir M., tax 00 corporate property proposed by, 36. 
Holland, ad fltJi6rem scale in Probate Duty borrowed by,S, 6. 

II Jegacy duty in, 14. 
House property, average produce of, So. 

Incidence, relative, of Death Duties, on realty and personalty, 37. 
" .. ., tables showinf, 60-65. 

Incomes, permanent and precarious, 22, 74-
Income Tax taxes intelligence and skill, 22, 14-

" corporate property taxed by meaDS of aD, 35. 
" as a means of taxation, 74. 
" principle of graduated taxation in the, 72, 73-
n exemptions and abatements of the, 72. 
" merits of tbe, 73. 

Instalmenta, Succession Duty on realty payable by, 23, 29, 49. 
II lapse of, 25. 
" Estate Duty on realty payable by, 32, 54. 
n system of payment of realty by, caDnot be dispensed 

with,87· 
Intestate and testate estates, me of Probate Duty OD assimi· 

lated,9. 
Intestate estates charged with high!!r rate of Probate Duty, 8. 9. 
Inventory Duty, 7. 
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Ireland, Probate Duty extended to, 6. 
" u in, raised to level of English rates. 6. 
" Legacy Duty in, assimilated to that of England, 18. 

Irish charities exempt from Legacy Duty, 18. 

Land. SIt Realty. 
Land Transfer Bill, 84. 
Lap'se of instalments of Succession Duty. 2S. 

10J 

Leaseholdalaxed with both Probate and Succession Duty, 23,45, 53. 
It in law penonal estate. 23. 
11 formerly taxed with Legacy Duty, 23. 
" DOW taxed with Succession Duty, 23. 
" beavy taxation of, 53. 
II descend to executor, 83. 

Logacies pnyaWe out of really cbarged with Legacy Duly, 17. 
II n .. now liable to Succession Duty, 29. 

Lceacy Duty, formerly levied by means of a stamp, 2. 

u levied on shares into which estate may be divisible, 2. 

n rate of, vane. according to relationship. 3. rRt 
" lineab now exempt from, 3. 18. 
II fint imposed on re«ipts for legacies., 13 ... 
n introduction of tJd~"'" scale in, 13. 
u on receipts for legacies evaded, .4, 
u property itself made liable to, I .... 

fI lI?in's dealings with the. 15, 16. 17. 
n legacies payable out of realty taxed with, 17. 29-
.. proceeds of ...tty din:dcd to he sold taxed witb, 

17. 29-
II extended to lineal descendants, 17. 
n extended to lineal ancestors. 17. 
" rates of. raised by Vansittart. 17. 
It Irish, assimilated to English •• s. 
... Irish charities exempt from. 18. 
It exemptions (rom. IS. 
., exemptioll of (iDeals from, 18. 
u charged OD personaltJ' only. 42. 
.. time of levy of the, 42, 43. 
.. pIOdu", of the, Appendu. A-
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n some of the Death Duties levied by means of, I •. 

Stamp Duty 00. settlements., 41. 
Succession. average age of, 57. 
Successi.OII Duty, the complement to the LeguJ Duty. 3. 47· 

II tall, and settled personal1y taxed wilh. 3. 21, 22. 

n property liable to. u • rule free from Proba1e 

.. .. .. .. .. .. 

Duty,J. 
...... aC<OldiDg to relationship, 30 IJ. 
on ... Ity proposed bJ Pitt, l4-
Bill, Pill's, det.te OIl, 'So 
imposed by Mr. G ..... t-. ••. 
Bill. Mr. Disraeli's oppositiOD. t~ II • 
IcasdloIds laRd .. i .... "30 45 • 



108 INDEX. 

Succession Duty, on realty payable by instalments, 23, 29, 49. 
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