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PREFACE

THE Laxd Value Taxes of the Budget of 1909 mark a sew
departure in the fiscal policy of our country. Afier a few
years’ experience they will, I hope, be as famsliar and accepted
@ part of the apparatus of the tax-gatherer as the Death Duties,
once 50 strange and so stremuously opposed, are to-day.

What are these new land value taxes? On what grounds
are they justified? Who will pay them? How will they be
assessed?  What exemptions will be allowed? What results
are expected from them? These questions are on men's lips,
It i3 smportant that correct enswers should be within reach
of all.

This ULitile book is @ simple exposition of the Land Value
Claxses of the Financs Bill, wsth a large number of concrete
slustrations, vouched for by chapter and verse. I cannot, of
cosrse, accept responsibility for the statements or figures herein
contained, but I have looked through these poges with much
snlerest, and they appear to me lo present a concise and well-
Jounded account of the subject. Every citisen, in my opinson,
should know as much as ss here set forth. Few readers, 1
think, will remain unmoved by the weight of evidence adduced,
while political speakers can hardly fail to find it of great
servics.
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vi PREFACE

One word move. These taxes ave new lo us, but they form
part of the established practice of othey communities. There 15,
woreover, behind them, as is heve indicated, a great weight of
public opinion, especially of those sntimately concerned with the
grave problems of municipal administration.

For these reasons I think the Budget League has done well
to éssue this handbook to the great question of the day, and 1
willingly commend it io the consideration of all who take a
serious snievest in ous socsal and economic development.

D. LLOYD GEORGE
August 12, 1909 '
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