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CHAPTER XXVI.
CLOSE OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR (413-404 B. 0.).

I — HosTiLITIES IN GREECE RESUMED; OLIGARCHICAL REVOLUTION
IN ATHENS.

HE war still raged in Sicily when the Spartans, following the
perfidious counsel of Alkibiades, invaded Attika and fortified
Dekeleia, fifteen miles from Athens. Agis, the Spartan king, posted
himself there, and thence ravaged the country unremittingly.
Thucydides says (vii. 27, 28): —

“ For previously the invasions were but of brief duration, and did not -
prevent their enjoying their territory at other times; but now that the
enemy were continually stationed there, . . . they were deprived of their
whole country. More than twenty thousand slaves had deserted, a great
part of them being artisans; and all their sheep and beasts of burden
were lost. Their horses also, as the cavalry were daily on the move,
making excursions to Dekeleia and keeping guard in the country, were
either lamed by being worked on rocky ground, and that continually, or
were disabled by wounds. The conveyance also of provisions from Euboia,
which was before effected more quickly by land from Oropos through
Dekeleia, was now carried on with great expense by sea round Sounion.
Indeed, the city required everything to be imported, and instead of being
a city, it was reduced to a garrison. For the Athenians were harassed by
keeping guard on the fortifications, in succession by day, and all of them,
excepting the cavalry, by night,— some being on duty where the arms were
piled, and others on the walls, —both summer and winter alike. . . . At
this time they imposed on their subjects the tax of a twentieth on all
sea-borne commodities, instead of the tribute, thinking that thus a larger
amount of money would be raised by them. For their expenses were not
on the same scale as before, but much greater, inasmuch as the war
also was greater, while their revenues were being destroyed.”

Such then had l;een the result of this adventurous and rash
expedition. Athens had lost many soldiers, had exhausted her
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resources, offended her allies, and drawn upon her undefended
territory the war she had not long before carried into the heart
of the Peloponnesos; and to all this we must add the hostility
of Alkibiades.

Nevertheless her courage and resolution were not shaken. <At
the beginning of the war,” says Thucydides, “some thought that
if the Peloponnesians entered Attika, the Athenians might hold
out a year; others said two years, and a few three: but no one

VIEW OF DEKELEIAD

supposed a longer resistance possible. But seventeen years after
the first invasion, already exhausted by this war, they began
another in Sicily, as dangerous as the one they had waged
against the Peloponnesos.” The disaster in Sicily was a great
blow. At first there was a general reluctance to accept the fact;
then, when it could no longer be doubted, the public anger broke
forth against those who had advised the expedition. But when the
first moment of grief and dejection had passed, Athens became

1 From Stackelberg, La Grice, etc. Near the ceatre of the foreground are the ruins of
Dekeleia. At the left, in the middle distance, rises Pentelikos, with the village of Kephisia,
where the Kephissos rises. On the horizon is first the Laureion, between Pentelikos and
Hymettos, and at the right, the sea and the Peloponnesian hills. In froot of these is the island
of Hydra, and then the island of Aigina, in the Saronic Gulf. .
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again worthy of herself; she relinquished idle recriminations, that
she might think only how to resist her old enemies and those
new. ones whom her misfortunes were now to raise up against her.
Ship-timber was collected, vessels were put upon the stocks, Cape
Sounion was fortified, to protect the commerce in foreign com-
modities. Exiles were called home, the expenses for games, festi-
vals, and sacrifices were reduced, and, a still more important
work, an effort was made to rescue the State from the danger
of hasty resolves in the public assembly. A committee of ten
members was appointed, the ‘#pé[)’ov)\ot., “those who deliberate
with the others,” —so called because they had the right to pre-

COIN OF ERYTHREIA.L SILVER COIN.?2

vent a proposal from being- submitted to the people. until they
had authorized its presentation. Thus ceasing to be always in the
open square, the government withdrew into the discteet shadow
needful for its considerate and timely action. This council of ten
was not the Roman dictatorship, but it was the curb which a
popular assembly needs to save it from its own rashness.

‘The supreme moment, the time of greatest danger, seemed
come. Euhoia, the granary of Athens, made known to Agis, still
posted at Dekeleia, that she was ready to revolt if some aid were
furnished. Lesbos, Chios, Erythreia, on the coast of Asia, made
the same request and the same promise. Tissaphernes, satrap of
the maritime provinces, and Pharhabazos, governor of the Helle-
spontine provinces, engaged to furnish subsidiez for the mainte-
nance of a fleet which Sparta would furnish. Since the victories
of Kimon the court of Susa had levied no tax on the Asiatic
tributaries of Athens. But Darius IL, on news of the defeat of

1 Horseman galloping to the right. No legend. Reverse: incused square.

2 Tewend: ®APNABA. . . . Head of the satrap Pharnabazos, wearing the Persian mitre;
right profile. Reverse: vessel's prow, adorned with a griffin; on each side, & dolphin plunging -
into the sea. Underneath, a tunny-fish. :
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the Athenians in Sicily, felt that there was no further need of
showing consideration. He refused to abate, from the tribute which
Tissaphernes owed for Ionia and Karia, the sums that the Greek
cities had ceased to pay. The same injunc-
tion had doubtless been laid upon the satrap
of the Hellespont; hence the zeal of the two
governors for the Peloponnesians. The envoys
of Pharnabazos had already brought twenty-
five talents to Sparta. The allies were ordered to make ready a
hundred galleys. They furnished only twenty-one; and when these
vessels sailed out of the Saronic Gulf on their way to Chios, over a

BRONZE COIN.}

VIEW OF KLAZOMENAL?Z

sea where it was believed not an Athenian sail could be found,
they were affrighted at falling into a squadron which drove them
_ from their harbor and forced them to run ashore. Before the news
’ of this unexpected disaster had reached the
coast of Asia, Alkibiades hastened to Chios with
five galleys,—all that Sparta had as yet at
sea, — which he represented as the precursor
of a powerful fleet. Chios was the most im-
portant of the allies of Athens, and had always been specially
favored as such; her name was joined in the public prayers with
that of the city, and poets praised in their dramas her fidelity.
But the nobles of the island drew away the people, notwithstand-
ing their sympathy with Athens, into a defection® Erythreia

HEMIDRACHMA OF TE08.8

1 Coin of Klazomenai. SIMON, a magistrate’s name. Fore part of a winged wild boar,
to the right. Reverse: KAAZOMENIQN, in an incused square, divided into four compartments
by two lines crossing at right angles. Monogram, a mint-mark.

® From Le Bas, Itinéraire, pl. 72.

® Griffin, seated to the right, with lifted paw. Reverse: incused square, dotted and separ-
ated into four compartments by two bands in relief which cross each other, and have, on one,
THIQN, and on the other, the name of the mint-master, ATNON.

¢ Thacydides, viii. 9, 14, and 24. The same is true as to the defection of Lesbos, Akan-
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and Klazomenai, then Teos, Lebedos, Miletos, and Lesbos succes-
sively entered the Peloponnesian - -confederacy.

===

RUINS OF THE TEMPLE OF THE DIDYMAIAN APOLLO, NEAR MILETOS.2

Alkibiades was a traitor to Athens only; the Spartan general
who accompanied him was a traitor to all Greece, signing with
Tissaphernes a treaty which gave over to the Great King all the

thos, Torone, Mende, Amphipolis, and other allies of Athens. Everywhere the people oppose
these changes, which are planned and carried. out by the nobles. The sway of Athens was
unpopular only with a faction, and not with the inhabitants generally in the allied States. This
has already been often said, but cannot be too often repeated. The democratic revolution in
Samos, later, proves the same thing. The prosperity of the allies of Athens was such that
Thucydides calls the inhabitants of Chios “the richest of the Hellenes” (viii. 45). Next to
Sparta, this city had the most slaves (Wallon, i 319).

! From a photograph. O. Rayet and A. Thowas have made important excavations in the
ruins of this temple. We give later a restored plan of the building.
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Greeks of Asia and of the islands,— Sparta consenting even to
abandon to him cities which neither he nor his predecessors had
ever before possessed (412 B.c.). .

The struggle, which had just now been waged on the western
frontiers of the Greek world, was about to have its scene in the
East. All the hostile forces gathered
there. Athens, believed to have ex-
hausted her resources and also her
courage, sent thither successively a
hundred and four galleys, which
found a point of support and an ex-
cellent naval station at Samos. The
people of this island, taking warning from the recent treachery
of the nobles in Chios, expelled their own, not to be obliged to
break with the city who guarded the com-
merce of all the Greek States, and to unite
with those who had just given up to the
Great King the liberty of the Greeks of
Asia. The Athenian fleet defended Samos, re-
covered Lesbos and Klazomenai, and gained a
victory over the Peloponnesians near Miletos (September, 412 B.c.),
but without being able to prevent the defection of Knidos and
Rhodes. Galleys from Selinous, Syra-
cuse, and Thourion had come to join
the Spartan vessels; and Tissapher-
nes promised the near arrival of a
great Pheenician fleet.

Athens was alone against the
world, and the effort could not long be
sustained by her. An unlooked-for event gave her some advan-
tage, — the quarrel between Alkibiades and Sparta. This singular

SILVER COIN.!

DRACHMA OF BELINOUS.!

COIN OF THURION.?

1 Coin of Miletos. Laurelled head of Apollo, left profile. Reverse: lion passant, to the
left, with reverted head ; above, a star; before him, the monogram of the name Miletos (MI),
and the letter A, mint-mark. In the exergue, a magistrate’s name: MATANAPIOS.

® EYPYMEAO[3A]. Head of the nymph Eurymedosa, wearing a sphendone, left profile ;
behind the head, a swan. Reverse: SEAINOS; youthful head of the river Selinous, left pro-
file, horned ; behind it a leaf of parsley.

8 Head of Pallas, right profile, with a helmet surrounded by a laurel-wreath. Reverse:
©O0YPIAN; bull stepping to the right, with lowered head; in the field, AIBYZ, name of a mint-
master. In the exergue, a fish. (Silver.)

vOL. k1. — 23
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man had surprised the Spartans by his facility in adopting their
manners and customs; dry bread and black broth seemed to
be the only food he had .ever known, and the Spartan exercises
the education of his childhood. But the profligate character of
’ the man quickly reappeared :
he offered an unpardonable
nsult to Agis, who endeav-
ored to have him assas-
sinated ; and the Spartan
government, disquieted on
‘account of the ascendancy
which Alkibiades had ob-
tained over the Asiatic
Greeks, gave an order for his
death. This was justice after
the manner of the Great
King; Athens at least never
struck until after due course
of law. Alkibiades, warned
of the intentions of those
whom he had served so well,
{| quitted the army and took
u’l-‘l””m“i"‘:m“lgwlmm refuge .“"ith Tissaphernes.
~ " He astonished the Persian

satrap by his luxury, and
charmed him by the graces of his mind. But it was not enough
for him to become. the boon companion of Tissaphernes; expelled
from Sparta, he desired to secure his return to Athens in reward .
for his services to his native city. He now represented to the Per-
sian governor the danger of giving up to a single State the con-
trol of land and sea; better it were, in the interests of the Great
King, to hold the balance even, between Sparta and Athens, and
leave them to ruin each other. Since Sparta had now the advan-
tage, it would be well at once to reduce the subsidies given her
by the satrap, and to refuse her the assistance that had been
promised from Pheenicia.

ALKIBIADES.}

! Marble bust, in the Louvre. Cf. Clarac, Musee de sculpture, No. 94, pl. 1,071 and 1,024. -
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Tissaphernes readily entered into these views, gratifying at
once to his policy and his avarice. Some money adroitly bestowed
among the leaders of the Peloponnesian fleet caused them to spend
precious time in inaction. Hermokrates the Syracusan was the
only one to keep his hands pure from the gold of the Great King.
Alkibiades took to himself the credit of this change, __
in his intrigues with the Athenian army encamped 7
-at Samos. His secret emissaries said to the trie-
rarchs and to all the enemies of popular institu-
tions that it was he alone who could put an end
to the hostile fortune of the last four years. They
represented him as holding suspended over the head
of Athens either an alliance with Persia and subsequent gifts,
or the anger and the arms of the Great King, — victory, or else
* ruin. He had stopped on the way the subsidies destined for the
Spartans; he could turn this wealth
towards themselves; he had held
back in their harbors the hundred
and fifty Phoenician galleys: it
was in his power to send them to
join the Peloponnesian fleet. But
he himself could find no safety in
Athens so long as the government lasted which had driven him
into exile. . .

These words found ready credence with the principal officers
of the Athenian army. Since the death of Kimon, the opposition
of the aristocracy had modestly limited itself to the sarcasms of
the comic poets and to the machinations which had brought
about the exile of Alkibiades. The public misfortunes had raised
the party’s hopes and fortified their resolution to regain power.
The longer the war lasted, of course, and the more disastrous it
became, the more the burdens of the trierarchy increased. When
victory followed the Athenian standards, the booty was a compen-

THE DEMOS.?

TETRADRACHM OF TENOS.2

! PECINOS. The Demos of Rhegion, seated to the left, on a throne, holding a sceptre in
the right hand. The whole in 38 wreath of laurel. Reverse of a silver coin of Rhegion; on
the face of the coin, a lion’s head, front (Percy Gardner, Types of Greek Coins, pl. i. 18).

* Laurelled head of Zeus Ammon, right profile. Reverse: TH mwv]. Poseidon, seated,
to the left, on a throne, holding in his right hand a dolphin, and with the left leaning on
his trident.
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sation; now dangers were certain, there was no plunder; and
expenses were constantly remewed. The poor man, who had his
life only, and that often a miserable one, flung it into the danger
with patriotic carelessness; the rich had another thing to appre-
hend, —ruin. In Zhe Knights, Aristophanes represents Kleon as
saying t0 a rival whom'the demagogue wishes to injure: «I will
have you made trierarch; I will put
your name on the list of rich men, and
I will see to it that there is assigned
to you an old ship, with worn sails,
that you will be obliged to repair con-
stantly and at heavy expense.” With-
out these explanations it would not be
possible to understand the scenes about to follow and the tyranny
of the Thirty. On the part of the rich this was no blind hatred
of liberty, but a violent hatred for certain institutions, the effect
of which, in times of disaster, -was to render insupportable the
condition of those who felt that there must be a limit to the
sacrifices made for the honor and power of the country.

To strengthen their opposition, the nobles had long since
organized in secret societies; all the members of these Aetairiai,
acting in concert at a given moment, were strong
enough to carry an election in the Pnyx, or to defeat
before the heliasts an aecusation with which: one of
them had been threatened. They were ketairoi, the
friends of Kimon, who at Tanagra gave their lives to
‘remove a suspicion from his fame. But the time of
heroic devotion was now over; the present hetairiai
labored only to overthrow the government, and many of the officers.
in the army at Samos belonged to these societies. The man who.
had so much cause to complain of the democracy appeared to
them a useful tool. '

SILVER COIN.I

BRONZE COIN.2

1 Coin of Andros. Head of Dionysos, crowned with laurel, right profile. Reversc:
ANAPION. Dionysos, standing, to the left, resting his left hand on a thyrsos, and holding a
kantharos in the right.

2 AITEINHTON. View of the semicircular harbor of Aigina; in the centre, a sailing-
vessel; in the background, a temple with six columns, and under the portico the entrance of
the sanctuary, reached by a flight of steps. Reverse of a bronze coin with the effigy of Julia
Domna (Imhoof Blumer and Percy Gardner, Numismatic Commentary on Pausanias, p. 45).
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Phrynichos alone comprehended that Alkibiades cared no more
for one party than for the other; he dwelt upon the disgrace that
it was to put the country’s laws under the feet of an exile, and
upon the danger of re-establishing in the allied cities an oli-
garchical government, whose first work would be to negotiate with
Sparta. But he was not listened to; the envoys set out for
Athens, Peisandros at their head. Received at first with out-
cries and complaints, he contented himself with asking the oppo-
nents, man by man, on what they relied for safety; and as they
were forced to confess that they knew of nothing unless they
could persuade the Persian king to come over to their side, he
said, boldly:—

“This advantage, however, cannot be attained by us if we do not adopt
a more temperate policy and put our offices into the hands of a smaller
number, that the king may have confidence in us—and we do not con-
sult 8o much at present about a form of government as about the preser-
vation of the State itself, for we shall have power to alter hereafter

whatever may not please us—and also, if we do not restore Alkibiades,
who is the only man at present that can effect this.”

Peisandros did not at once attain his object. There was much
hesitation about overthrowing that democracy which Aristeides and
Perikles had made illustrious, and around which gathered all the
great deeds of a century. Persuasion remaining ineffectual, the
nobles resorted to intimidation. Secret societies under the control
of Antiphon became widespread, and by degrees the whole city
was involved in one vast conspiracy. Androkles, the principal
popular orator, fell by the dagger. Other democratic leaders
were assassinated, without any attempt being made to discover
the criminals; and the general assembly, the council of Five
Hundred, deliberated in fear of their lives, so daring were the
murderers. - “No man,” says Thucydides, who draws a very
gloomy picture of this tyranny of the oligarchical conspirators,
“ventured to raise his voice, for the least sign of opposition brought
certain death.” The ten wpdBovloi, created mnot long before in the
view of diminishing the rights of the general assembly, were
naturally favorable to projects formed with this aim. To prevent
a contrary movement, Peisandros had gathered from Tenos,
Andros, Karystos, Aigina, and other cities where he had already
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established oligarchies, a Dband of three hundred hoplites, who
served as a guard to the faction. All resistance having been
suppressed, he called together an assembly of the people in Kolo-
nos, a temple of Poseidon outside the city, in order to lessen the
probabilities of attendance, and proposed the appointment of ten
commissioners, with absolute powers, for revising the laws. The
first decree recommended by this commission was that every citizen
should have full liberty of proposing any law, even though con-
trary to laws already in force, — thus authorizing any man to
bring forward any views which he might hold as to the proper gov-
ernment of the State. The proposition was unanimously adopted,
and was nothing less than a coup d’'état (March, 411 B. c.)2

The new constitution which was then adopted did not seem at
first sight to differ materially from the old. The Council of Five
Hundred gave place to a council of four hundred members, of whom
one fourth were appointed by a committee of five persons chosen
for that purpose, and the rest by the first hundred, each man
selecting three more councillors.? Instead of the general assembly,
there was to be an assembly of Five Thousand, convened at will
by the Council of Four Hundred. We know that under the
democracy the popular assembly rarely reached this number, but
all citizens had a right to take part in its deliberations; now,
there was a selection made of a limited number, and no names
were published. The calling together of this assembly depended
upon the absolute will of the council, which was invested with
unlimited authority, and, by the manner in which it was formed,
gave complete security to the nobles; furthermore, to remove the
poor from office of every kind, it was decided that all public
service should be gratuitous except in the army and navy, the
stipend received by judges and the members of the general assem-
bly being suppressed.® ’

1 Upon the agitation of the oligarchical party after the Sicilian expedition, see Aristoph-
anes, Lysistrata, v. 1049-71, and 1189-1215. .

3 Thucydides, viii. 68.

3 This was restored after the victory of Kyzikos. .

NotEe. — The view of Peiraieus (from a photograph) on the opposite page is taken from
the promontory of Akte, on the east of the harbor. In the foreground we see the part of the
harbor which in ancient times was reserved for war-vessels (Kdvfapos). The tongue of land
commanding the harbor at the west was called Fetioneis, and here the Four Hundred built
a fort.
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II. — OppPoSITION BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE ARMY; RE-ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT.

O~ the day when the new laws began to take effect the vio-
lence that had’ been done to the people became manifest. A body
of troops was held in readiness in case any opposition should be
made; an armed guard of a hundred and twenty young men
attended the council to the senate-house, and each member of the
council himself had a dagger concealed under his garments. In
this threatening manner they proceeded to expel the Five Hundred,
who were seated in the building. No opposition, however, was
made; but tyranny quickly manifested itself,—some citizens were
put to death, and others were imprisoned or banished.

The new government showed itsell regardless of the propos1-
tions recently made by Alkibiades, and prepared to do without
him; this was its first imprudent action. The second was to
prostrate- Athens at the feet of Sparta. Nothing could have been
done more repugnant to the national party, the true friends of
the country, and especially to the army of Samos. Word was
sent to Agis that there was no further need of prolonging the
war, since the government of Athens was now in sympathy with
that of Sparta; and they sent Antiphon and Phrynichos to nego-
tiate peace at whatever price, even if it should be necessary to
give up the tributary cities, the fleet itself, and the very walls of
the city.! To secure themselves an asylum against the democratic
re-action, which began to be threatening, the Four Hundred pro-
ceeded to build at the entrance of the Peiraieus a fort, whence
they allowed it to be clearly understood they might assist the
Spartans if they should seek to enter the harbor.

Agis made a perfidious answer to these overtures. Believing the
city full of disorder and dissatisfaction, he sent for reinforcements
from the Peloponnesos, and, emerging from Dekeleia, he fell upon
Athens, hoping either that the gates would be opened to him, or

*: Thucydides, although an admirer of Antiphon, the leader of this base faction, —a man
commendable, it is true, In private life, — acknowledges the truth of these charges (viij. 91).
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that he might capture the Long Walls; but Athens was true to
herself. The people, notwithstanding their unworthy government,
stood firm, and Agis, defeated, withdrew to Dekeleia.

It had been planned by Peisandros that an oligarchical revolu-
tion, favored by some of the officers of the army, should break out
at Samos at the same time with that of Athens. A beginning
was made, as in Athens, with the murder of Hyperbolos and some
others. But the army, the best part of the population, pro-
nounced in favor of the old and glorious constitution. The
attempt to overthrow it failed; and to strengthen the democratic
government at home, which they believed
to be still in power, they sent envoys to
express their cordial adherence to it. These
messengers arrived too late; the Four
Hundred ordered their arrest: one, how-
_ ever, esca:ped, and returned to the camp to
relate his companions’ fate and the deplorable condition of the city.
The whole army was excited at this news. Thrasyboulos and Thra-
syllos, two of the officers, administered to the soldiers a patriotic
oath to maintain the democratic government, to continue the
war against the Peloponmnesians, and to overthrow tyrants. The
Samians also swore fidelity, and Argos offered assistance.

COIN OF SAMOS.!

“Thus they were engaged in contention at this time,” says Thucydides,
“the one party wishing to force the city to a democracy, the other to an
oligarchy. And the soldiers held an assembly in which they deposed their
former generals, and any of the trierarchs whom they suspected, choosing
others in their place, of whom Thrasyboulos and Thrasyllos were two.
They also stood up and exhorted one another that they ought not to be
disheartened because the city had revolted from them; for it was but the
smaller party which had separated from them, who were the larger and
better provided in all respects. For since they held the whole fleet at
their command, they would compel the other cities under their dominion
to give them money, just the same as if they came from Athens. For
in Samos they had a city, and not a weak one, but such as, when at
war with them, had almost succeeded in taking from Athens the com-
mand of the sea. . . . Then, since they had command of the ships, they
could more easily provide themselves with supplies than could those at
home. Nay, it was through their being stationed in advance at Samos

1 Fore-part of a bull, to the right, with reverted head. Reverse, incused square. (Electrum.)
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that those at home had before commanded the entrance to Peiraieus; and
now also they would be brought to such a strait, should they refuse to
restore their democratic constitution, that it would be far easier for the
army to exclude them from the sea than to be themselves excluded from
it by those at home. The city indeed had been but of little use to them
in gaining the victory over the enemy; and there was nothihg lost in
losing those who neither had more money to send them (for the soldiers
now provided it for themselves), nor yet good counsel to give them, which
is the great superiority of a city over a camp. On the contrary, as coun-
scllors the other party had done wrong, by subverting the laws of their
fathers, which they themselves were striving to maintain and to cause to
be maintained. Alkibiades, too, would gladly secure them the alliance of
the king, should they grant to him security of person and a restoration
to his country. And lastly, most important of all, should they fail at
every point, yet, having so large a fleet as they had, there were many
places for them to retire to, in which they would find both cities and

territory.”

Thus we see the army in revolt against the State; or rather,
in the language of Thrasyboulos, the State had revolted against
the army,—for Athens was no longer in Athens, but on board the
' fleét, whither a war so long protracted
had called the bravest citizens. Hence-
forth the city was dependent upon. the
army ; the army belonged to the ablest
man, and the ablest man was Alkibi-
ades. The oligarchy had depended
upon him to obtain the alliance of Persia ; but he had promised more
than he was able to perform, and his new friends, believing them-
selves tricked, left him in exile. The rdle of exile was, however,
burdensome to Alkibiades, and the troubles which distracted his
country appeared to him the best occasion which his genius for
intrigue could require to re-enter Athens, perhaps in triumph.
Repulsed from one side, he turned to the other, caused inquiry to
be made as to the disposition of the army at Samos, and obtained
from them a hearing. Not long before he had declaimed against
a popular government: he now praised and extolled it; at the
same time he dazzled the soldiers by his false promises. He guar-

ERETRIAN OCTOBOLOS.!

! Head of Artemis Amarynthis, right profile, with the quiver on her shoulder. Reverse:
EPETPIEQON ®ANIAZ. Cow lying down, to the right.
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anteed them the friendship of Tissaphernes, his subsidies, and the
ald of the Pheenician fleet. Unanimously they proclaimed him omne
of the generals. It was necessary to produce a belief in. the friend-
ship of the governor of Sardis; Alkibiades visited the court of the
satrap, and availed himself of his new dignity to obtain a cor-
dial welcome. Skilfully playing this double game, he succeeded,
says Thucydides, in gaining an influence over Tissaphernes by
means of the Athenians, and over the Athenians by means of

THE EURIPOS..

Tissaphernes. That which was of least importance to him be
obtained: he produced ill-feeling between Tissaphernes and the
Spartans.

The army in their eagerness wished to sail at once for Peij-
raieus and overthrow the oligarchy. It would have been the .wisest
course to pursue; but Alkibiades restrained the ardor of the troops,
representing to them that in quitting Samos they would abandon
Ionia and the Hellespont to the enmemy. This delay very nearly
ruined Athens, threatened at the same moment by the treason of
the Four Hundred and by the attacks of the Peloponnesians. But
it was for the interest of .Alkibiades not to return until by some
great service he had commanded. public gratitude.

Meantime an opposition had developed among the Four Hun-

1 From Stackelberg, La Gréce. The view is taken from the north. In the middle is the
small island which is united by the bridges to Boiotia on the right, and Euboia on the left.
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dred, under the leadership of Theramenes and Aristarchos. These
men were not at all friends of the democracy, and they had not
received the share of power to which they aspired, and they
were ready for a new revolution. They first proposed that the
assembly of the Five Thousand, which had been until now only a
name, should be called together in fact. Then they alarmed the

COLUMN OF THE TEMPLE OF HERE AT SAMOSs.}

people as to the design of the new fort which was in process of
construction at Peiraieus, and so successfully that its very builders
aided in demolishing it. Its destruction was scarcely completed
when a Spartan fleet of forty-two vessels was reported off the
coast of Salamis. and there was a general outery that these were
the enemies for whose aid the fort had been prepared. The Athe-
nians on receiving the intelligenee hastened to Peiraieus. They

! From Choiseul-Gouffier, Voyage pittoresque dans Pempire ottoman, Atlas, part i. pl. 53.

Across the strait is seen the coast of Asia and Mount Mykale. For a plan of the ruins of this
- temple, see Bull. de Corr. hellén., vol. iv. (1886) p. 383, and pL 12,
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manned the walls, and availing themselves of all the galleys
either afloat or ready to be launched, they made ready to meet
the Peloponnesians; but the latter, seeing their intended attack
thus prepared for, sailed past Peiraieus and threatened Euboia.
" Upon this, thirty-six Athenian triremes put out to sea, with the
intention of protecting Eretria; but the Peloponnesians attacked
and defeated them, taking twenty-two-vessels. On news of this
victory Eretria at once revolted, and with the city the whole
island; and shortly after, to secure the allied troops an easy pas-
sage at all times, a bridge was thrown over the Euripos, defended
by two towers (411 B.c.).

Thucydides testifies that the news of the disaster in Sicily did
not produce such extreme discouragement as that of the revolt of
Euboia. Attika lost at once her bulwark and her granary; shut
in by Dekeleia and by Euboia, she was threatened with famine.
There was no hope from the army of Samos, and a fear that at
any moment the victorious fleet of the enemy might arrive. It
was -the advice of the Syracusans, after this victory, to advance
directly upon Peiraieus; but the Spartans hesitated, and thus lost
their opportunity. _

In the midst of the consternation which followed this defeat
the Athenians did not fail, however, to equip twenty triremes more
for the defence of the city. But the disaster served to give a
death-blow to the oligarchy. An assembly was convoked; it was
voted to depose the Four Hundred, and place the government in
the hands of the Five Thousand; also, that every citizen who
served as a heavy armed soldier should be part of that body, and
that no one should receive pay for the discharge of any civil func-
tion. “Many other assemblies were also held subsequently,” says
Thucydides, “in which they appointed persons to frame a code of
laws and everything else requisite for the government. And dur-
ing the first period of this constitution the Athenians appear to
have enjoyed the best polity they ever did, at least in my time;
for the blending together of the few and the many was effected
with moderation, and this was what first raised the State up again
after the disastrous occurrences which had taken place.” This just
balance was not, however, established, as Thucydides would seem
to indicate, by a new constitution,—a blending of aristocracy and
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democracy ; for the former institutions were restored in full vigor,
and the limit of the number of voters was soon obliterated: it
was a result of the moderation and patriotism of the reviving
democracy. .

The oligarchical party had ruled four months, Its end was
worthy of the means it had taken to usurp the authority, — most
of the Four Hundred took refuge with the
Spartans at Dekeleia. One of them, Aris-
tarchos, signalized his exile by an act of
treason. He marched with a band of Scy-
thian archers to Oinoé, a fortress in Attika,
at the moment besieged by the Boiotians
and Corinthians. He announced that peace
had been made between Athens and Sparta,
having as one of its conditions a stipulation that the fortress
should be surrendered to the DBoiotians; and this was accord-
ingly done. Four or five years later, falling into the hands of
the Athenians, Aristarchos was put to death. Antiphon met
the same fate? This man, who had commanded or permitted so
many assassinations, obtained, from the very people whom he was.
about to betray to Sparta, a public trial? He was allowed to
plead his cause, to insult his judges, and to leave behind him
an oration whose eloquence has protected his memory against
the severe judgment which is his due. The accusers of Antiphon
were two men, formerly members of the council of the Four
Hundred; at this moment they seemed impassioned lovers of
liberty, but only recently they had been usurpers, and were soon
to be so a second time! Kritias, a man who was later to become

ATHENIAN SEALS.!

? Harmodios and Aristogeiton, on Athenian seals; from the Bull. de Corr. hellén., vol.
viii. (1884) pl. iii. Nos. 71 and 72. Cf. Vol. IL. pp. 23 and 24. ‘

# In judging of the whole affair I do not sympathize with the severity of Grote towards
Antiphon and his accomplices. Ie closes a comparison between the moderate and patriotic
conduct of the army of Samos with the crimes, perfidy, and treason of the aristocratic party by
these words: ¢ lad their dominion lasted, . . . no sentiment would have been left to the Athe-
nian multitude except fear, servility, or, at best, a tame and dumb sequacity to leaders whom
they neither chose nor controlled. To those who regard different forms of government as
distingnished from cach other mainly by the feelings which each tends to inspire in magistrates
as well as citizens, the contemporaneous scenes of Athens and Samos will suggest instructive
comparisons between Grecian oligarchy and Grecian democracy ™ (History of Greece, ch. Ixii.).
Curtius holds the same opinion. .

8 On being condemned, he took his revenge by calling his judges “a chance crowd,”
woldois rois Uyxdrovow (Aristotle, Etkic. Eudem., iii. 5, §57).
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a tyrant, called for the return of-Alkibiadés. Phrynichos had been
assassinated”on returning from his errand to Sparta, a few days be-
fore the insurrection of Peiraieus. An active hatred followed him
even into the tomb; a prosecution was set on foot, which lasted
‘nineteen months and'ended by a condemnation. His bones were
exhumed and thrown out of Attika, his property was confiscated,
his assassins were recompensed, and their names associated with
those of Harmodios and Aristogeiton, the founders of Athenian
liberty. This apology for political assassination is in the'eyes of
the philosopher evil; it was not so regarded in ancient times.!

III. Victory oF Kyziros; ALKIBIADES AT ATHENS.

WaiLe Athens was thus losing and regaining her liberty, mili-
tary operations continued. The Peloponnesians had counted upon
the disorganization of the army of Samos.
This expectation had been disappointed by the
discipline and patriotism of the troops; but
the news from Athens had been sufficient to
cause the defection of Abydos, Lampsakos, and
Byzantion. Fortunately Tissaphernes caused the allies to lose
eighty days; and when the Spartan Mindaros, - '
no-longer expecting anything from the satrap,
listened .to the propositions of Pharnabazos,
who invited him towards the Hellespont, fifty- - -
five Athenian galleys followed the sixty-seven GOLD COIN.S
hostile triremes and gained, near Sestos, a sig-
nal victory. It was the first advantage secured by Athens since the
disaster in Sicily# A second action, near Abydos, lasted all day.

GOLP COIN.2

1 See Vol. II. p. 25. ~

2 Stater of Abydos. The winged Nike sacrificing a ram. Reverse: eagle to the right; be-
fore the bird, an aphlaston (ornament of a vessel’s prow.) The whole in an incused square.

8 Stater of Lampsakos. Head of Pan, left profile. Reverse: fore-part of a hippocamnpus
galloping and flying to the right.

4+ With the recital of these events closes the eighth and last volume which we have of the
work of Thucydides. Xenophon follows him with the Hellenics, but does not equal him.
Tndeed, in the eighth book the genius of Thucydides seems enfeebled, or possibly he was not
able to complete the work himself.

NoTE. — On the opposite page is.represented a basrelief from the balustrade of the

temple of Athene Nike (the Wingless Victory): from a photograph.
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Towards evening Alkibiades appeared with twenty triremes; and
this unlooked-for help gave the victory to the Athenians, who
captured thirty vessels (October, 411 B.c.). But there was need

BRONZE COIN.1 SILVER COIN.?

of money, and Alkibiades, in the hope of obtaining some from
Tissaphernes, went to visit the satrap; but the latter, who thought
it desirable to make advances to Sparta
at the moment, arrested his former friend
and held him thirty days a prisoner at
Sardis. Alkibiades found means to es-
cape; to compromise Tissaphernes, he
gave out that it was by the satrap’s
order that he had been released, and at once hastened to rejoin
the fleet. There were now only forty-five
galleys at Sestos, many flying squadrons hav-
ing been detached to scour the coasts and
levy contributions; for ‘money was the most
important thing in this war,— without it the
galleys lay idle in the harbor; with it aux-
iliaries could be found everywhere,— rowers
for the vessels, hoplites for the land engagements. When these
detached triremes had rejoined the main body, which was thus

STATER OF KYZIKOS.3

8TATER OF KYZIKOS.4

! Coin of Sardis. Head, veiled and wearing a mural crown, of the local Kybele, right
profile. Legend, the city’s name: CAPAIC. Reverse: CAPAIANON B NEOKOPON. Image
of Artemis of Ephesos, standing, front face, between a wheat-ear and a poppy.

# Coin of Kyzikos. TOTEIPA. Head of Artemis Soteira, laurelled and veiled, left pro-
file. Reverse: KYZI[xqwov]. Lion"s head, to the left, with open mouth and extended tongue.
Under it a tunny-fish. .

3 Siren, to the left, with wings raised above the back, holding a tunny-fish in one of her
claws, Reverse, incused square. (Electrum.)’ .

¢ Masculine figure, nude, to the left, one knee on the ground, and head reverted. This
monster, who seems to personify Terror (¢dSos), has a lion's head and two cocked wings; he

- holds in his left hand the tunny-fish, emblem of the city of Kyzikos. Reverse, incused square.
(Electrum.) ’
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increased in number to eighty-six vessels, Alkibiades formed a
skilful plan to surprise, near Kyzikos, the sixty galleys of the
Peloponnesians. The whole hostile fleet, driven in disorder upon
the coast, was taken or destroyed; the hoplites on board ha.ving
landed, were defeated, notwithstand-
ing the assistance of the satrap’s
troops, and Mindaros was killed
(February, 410 B. c.). Hermokrates,
who took his place, wrote to the
ephors: “All is lost! . Mindaros is
~dead; we have no supplies: what
can I do?”? In this laconic message ‘there was, however, nothing
Spartan. Lacedsemon, fallen from her high hopes, offered to nego-
tiate, on the terms that each city should keep what it possessed.
But Athens, seeing a prospect of better fortunes, believed that by
constancy she could obtain what she wished. She had lost too much

SILVER COIN.1

STATER OF KYZIKOS.3 SHIP'S PROW.% SILVER COIN.®

— Euboia, Chios, Rhé)des, Miletos, and many other islands—to be
willing to lay down her arms. A few cities, moreover, were return-
ing voluntarily to their allegiance. Thasos, ravaged since its defec-
tion by civil war, expelled the Spartan governor.

Alkibiades made good use of the victory of Kyzikos. This
city had been lately taken and ransomed; Perinthos and Selym-
bria Gpened their gates or gave money. Opposite Byzantion he
fortified Chrysopolis, and left there thirty galleys to levy the trib-

1 Coin of Perinthos. Laurelled head of Zeus, right profile. Reverse: IIEPIN[fiwv];
two fore-parts of horses united, galloping in opposite directions. In the exergue, a magis-
trate’s name : MAKIS.

2 .. wewavrs vddpes . . . (Plutarch, Alkibiades, 28).

8 Tunny-fish decorated with fillets. Reverse, incused square. (Electrum.)

4 EN AI IONTIKOY. A man on a ship’s prow; in the field a monogram. Reverse of a
bronze coin of Byzantion, the obverse bearing a helmeted head of the hero Byzas (see Vol. II.
p- 129) It was coined under the Roman rule. .

& Coin of Selymbria. Cock, to the left. Reverse: SAAY[pBpiaviv]; wheat-ear.
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ute of a tenth on the value of merchandise brought from the
Euxine.! ‘

The year 409 B.c. was less fortunate. Sparta recovered Pylos,
the Megarians regained possession of Nisaia, and the Athenian
general Thrasyllos failed in an attack upon Ephesos. Some suc-
cessful ravages made by Alkibiades upon the territory of Phar
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THE HELLESPONT.?

nabazos were not a compensation. But some months later he
recovered Byzantion, and his colleagues forced Chalkedon to return
to its allegiance to Athens, Pharnabazos vainly attempting to save
it. Abandoned by Sparta and in serious danger, the satrap nego-
tiated: he promised subsidies, and engaged to conduct an Athe-
nian embassy to the Great King? ’ _

We find so rarely any cause to praise Sparta that it is fitting
here to mention an -act of justice. It was a Byzantine who,

1 Xenophon, Hellenics, i. 1, 31 et seq.

? From a photograph. The view is taken from Erinkeui, on the Asiatic coast. Opposite
is the coast of Europe, and beyond, the island of Imbros.

‘8 We may note that in this year, 409408 B. C., thero was freshly engraved, on a marble
discovered in 1848, the law of Drako against murder mentioned by Demost} in his speech
A gainst Malkartatos.
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against the Spartan garrison, had opened the gates to Alkibiades.
Being accused of treason at Sparta, he replied that he was a
Byzantine, and not a Spartan; that seeing, not Lacedemon, but
Byzantion, in danger, where the Athenians maintained a close
blockade, and the Peloponnesian garrison consumed the small
amount of provisions that remained, while the inhabitants, their

OFFERING TO A WARRIOR.!

‘wives and their children, were dying of hunger, he had not so
much given up the city as he had saved it from the horrors of
war; that in this he had only followed the maxims of the best
citizens of Sparta, who placed in the first rank of things right
and honorable the doing good to one’s country. At these words
the Spartans broke out 'in applause, and the Byzantine was
acquitted of the charge.

After the great successes gained in the Propontis, the Athenian
fleet sailed away from this region, where its ascendancy was fully
recognized. Emerging from the Hellespont, it divided: one portion,

1 Bas-relief in thc British Museum, without doubt of Athenian origin. (See O. Jahn, De
antiquissimis Minervae simulacris Atticis, p. 28 ; from the Ancient Marbles in the British Museum,
part 1-2, pl. 41.) Before a trophy, round which is coiled the serpent of Athene, stand an
armed warrior and & woman, perhaps a priestess, who holds out to him a phiale. Behind the
soldier is his horse, held by a servant. Cf. a similar bas-relief, Vol. II. p. 540..
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under Thrasyboulos, followed the Thracian coasts, to bring back
to allegiance the revolted cities; another, under Alkibiades, pro-
ceeded to Samos, and thence to Karia, levying contributions to the
amount of a hundred talents. The fleet finally met at Athens,
after having shown to all the islands, to Thrace, and to Asia
Minor the victorious standard of the former masters of the sea.
This return of prosperity was not entirely due to Alkibiades. Plu-

GOLD WREATH.L

tarch . recognizes no other; in his 7éle of biographer he ascribes
everything to his hero. But at the side of the brilliant general
history shows his able colleagues, especially Thrasyboulos, the con-
queror at Sestos; and behind Alkibiades were the Athenian peo-
ple, who notwithstanding their exhaustion and their discords gave
him the means of being victorious over all
Greece and Persia, leagued against him. It
is not fitting that the services of one ambi-
tious man should prevent us from recogniz
ing in these successes the part-that belongs BRONZE cOIN.2

to those who, having prepared for them by their constancy, obtained
them by their courage. The Athenians, however, forgetting—
as did later the biographer of Alkibiades —the treasons of the
adventurer, gave him all the honors of the victory. He  was
re-elected general, and his friends urged him to return, that he
might enjoy his triumph.

1 Discovered in the Crimea, and now in the Museum of St. Petersburg (from the Diction-
naire des anliquités grecques et romaines of Daremberg and Saglio, fig. 1.975). .

* Coin of Eleusis. Head of Demeter, right profile. Reverse: EAEYSI. Vase called
plemocho¥, round a stem of wheat (Numismatic Chronicle, 1881, p. 89).
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He sailed for Athens; his vessels, adorned with quantities of
shields and other spoils, brought in their train many hostile gal-
leys, and carried the standards of many more that had been
destroyed, —in all not less than two hundred. As he landed, the
people rushed to welcome him with joyous shouts. They saluted
him, they followed his steps, they vied with each other in offering
him wreaths; those who could not reach him gazed at him from
a distance, old men pointed him out to the young.! -
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HORSE'S HEAD.?

The people having assembled, Alkibiades addressed them, de-
ploring his own misfortunes, gently and modestly complaining of
the Athenians, and ascribing all that he had suffered to Some evil
power jealous of his fame. He then spoke of the hopes of the
enemy, and exhorted the Athenians to take courage. Public senti-
‘ment was strongly in his favor, wreaths of gold were decreed him,
he was declared general in chief by land and sea, all his posses-
sions were restored to him, and the Eumolpidai and the heralds
were ordered to retract the maledictions pronounced against him
by order of the people. They all revoked them except the hiero-
phant Theodoros, who said: “If he have done no harm to the

1 T omit many details of an exaggerated character given by Plutarch. The narrative of
Xenophon, more simple and truthful, represents’ Alkibiades as arriving with twenty galleys
only, and only daring to land escorted by friends.

2 Head of Selene’s horse (eastern pediment of the Parthenon), in the British Museum ;
from a photograph.
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city, I have not cursed him” (June, 408 B.c.). In their hearts, .
however, the priests never forgave him who had made sport of
their sacred rites; the Eumolpidai had opposed his recall, and
retained against him an. implacable hatred. He had made his
entrance into Athens on the day when the protecting goddess of
the city seemed to be absent from it, when her temple was closed
and the sacred veils and ornaments of her statue were taken off
and washed. It was the custom that all public life should be sus-
pended during this time, when Athene Polias was no longer among
her people. Of this day of mourning Alkibiades had made a
festival, thus angering the goddess, the devout alleged, and bring-
ing misfortunes upon himself.!

However, there was no delay in offering all possible flatteries
to Alkibiades. A hundred galleys awaited him at Peiraieus, with
fifteen hundred hoplites and a hundred and fifty horse. Before
setting out he made one of those brilliant expeditions which he
loved, and which exhibited him as a pious and zealous defender of
the gods. It had been the ancient custom at the celebration of
the Eleusinian Mysteries to carry the statue of Iakchos to Eleusis
along the Sacred Road. But during the eight years that the
Spartans had ravaged Attika it had been impossible to go to the
temple except by sea; only a few persons made the voyage, and
some of the sacred rites could not be performed. Alkibiades caused
the procession again to go by the Sacred Road with the usual
solemnity. He escorted it with his whole army; and the Spyrtans
at Dekeleia, either restrained by the fear of his troops or reluctant
- to interrupt a religious ceremony, made no attack.

¢ Alkibiades by this conduct gained the affection of the poor and of the
lower class of the citizens to such a degree that they conceived a most
violent desire to have him for their king; and some of them went so far as
to say to him that he must abolish all decrees and laws, must send away
all light-minded persons who disturbed the State by their talk, and decide all
things Ly his own will, paying no attention to those who calumniated him.
-1t is not known what his views were in regard to a tyranny, but the most
influential citizens, fearing the results of this popular favor, urged his speedy
departure, furnishing him with everything that he wished, and with the
colleagues that he selected for himself.”

1 See above, p. 130,
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It is impossible to say how much truth there was in all
this; but it is certain that Alkibiades seemed at that time in
a position to bring the existing state of things promptly to an
end. Yet there were great difficulties in the -way. Unwalled or

ARMED EPHEBOS ON HORSEBACK.!

ill-defended cities had been easily captured in the preceding cam-
paign; but this could not be the case with wellfortified and pow-
‘erful places like Rhodes, Kos, Chios, and Miletos. An attempt
upon Andros was a failure. This defeat was unimportant; but the

1 Painting on a vase, from the manufactory of Euphronios, now in the Louvre, and for the
first time represented. In front of the horse are the words: Eigpdvios émoleoev. The artist
represents on horseback an ephebos, wearing on his head a petasos, clad in a short chiton
and a handsome mantle, and having boots on his feet. See W. Klein, Euphronios, eine Studie
zur Geschichte der griechischen Vasenmalerei (1886), p. 82.
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news which met Alkibiades on his arrival in Asia Minor was of
vast importance, and checked all his movements. Darius had just
given to Cyrus, his son, the government of the maritime provinces
recently held by Tissaphernes, and the satrapies of Lydia, Phrygia,
and Kappadokia (408 B.c.). Tissaphernes had supported by turns
the two rival Greek States, with the intention of helping each to
ruin the other, in the interests of his master. Cyrus had other
plans: it was his intention at a future day to dispute the crown
with his brother; and among the resources which he sought to
prepare for himself he relied upon the assistance of the Greek
people most famed for courage, — namely, the Spartans. For the
well-planned duplicity of Tissaphernes he substituted, therefore, an
unreserved support of the cause of Lacedemon; and as a first
token of his favor he laid hands upon the Athenian deputies
whom Pharnabazos was conducting to the Great King, and put
them in prison, where they remained three years.

IV. — LysanDros; BATTLE oF ARrcINoUsAr (406 B.c.) AND OF
AicospoTanor (405 B.c.); SUBJUGATION OF ATHENS.

Tue Peloponnesians had at this time as leader a worthy rival
of Alkibiades, brave, but also adroit, insinnating, and flexible, will-
_ing in case of need to abandon the highway and seek to reach
the goal by tortuous foot-
paths,—endowed, in a
word, with qualities which
~ were as a rule lacking
to the Spartan generals,
qualities which sometimes
make successful, but do
not always make honest,
statesmen, — Lysandros
by name. On his father’s side he claimed descent from Herakles, but
his mother was a foreigner, possibly a Helot ; so that he was not even

TETRADRACHM OF SARDIS.!

1 Beardless head of Herakles, right profile, covered with a lion’s skin. Reverse:
SAPAIANON. Zeus standing, to the left, holding an eagle in the right hand; in the field, the
monogram of a magistrate’s name. Coin of later date than the time of Alexander.
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possessed- of full citizenship. This stain upon his birth, which kept
him out of the highest positions, compelled him to more effort;
for success he needed the fox’s craft as well as the lion’s strength, -
and he believed too much in dexterity to be quite satisfied with
probity. ¢ Children are amused with huckle-bones,” he used to
say, “and men with promises;” and he did not despair of being
one day recognized as a true descendant of Herakles, and wor-
thy, as such, of the title of king.
Lysandros did not allow the friendship of Cyrus to grow cool;
he hastened to Sardis, where the prince had his residence, and
obtained from him a subsidy,
by which it was possible for
Sparta to raise the sailor’s
pay to four obols. Athens
gave but three, and Lysan-
dros expected thus to bring
about numerous desertions;
he did so in fact, and was
able shortly to arm ninety
galleys. This dawning power
ought to have been crushed
with a bold and sudden blow.
Alkibiades, — who loved too
~ much those adventurous ex-
peditions where, under pre-

RN e ~ text of plundering in the
: ey .
— I 5 interests of Athens, he plun-
(LI TER .

dered for himself, —instead
of remaining at the head of
the fleet, occupied himself in obtaining money even at the expense
of the allies, as at Kyme, where he ravaged the territory. The
lieutenant, whom he had left at Notion with express orders mnot
to fight, disobeyed and was killed, and fifteen galleys were lost
(407 B.C.). -

At the same time news was received at Athens of the loss of
Teos and also of Delphinion, —the only fort that the Athenians

PLAYER WITH HUCKLE-BONES.!

1 Figurine of terra-cotta, from the Collection -de Clercq (from the Monuments dé lart
anrique, of O. Rayet).
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beld in the island of Chios. The greater the expectatio
been as to Alkibiades, the more violent was the anger
broke forth against him. One of his enemies came from the arm
to Athens to accuse him of giving important posts to his con-
vivial companions. His extravagance and his exactions were also
brought up against him; he was accused of having built strong-
holds in Thrace, whither he might at need retire, —which seemed
a proof of treason. Notwithstanding the confidence recently shown
to the conqueror of Kyzikos, the people had but too good reason
to suspect the man who had caused Gylippos to be sent to Syra-
cuse and Dekeleia to be occupied by the Spartans, who had incited
Chios and Miletos to revolt, and had brought on a terrible war.
But it was with a very imprudent thoughtlessness that a new act
of treason on his part was now assumed, and ten generals, Konon
among their number, were appointed in his place. Even the army
no longer favored Alkibiades. Not. knowing whom to trust, he
collected some foreign soldiers and went to carry on war in
Thrace on his own account. Thrasyboulos, involved in the dis-
grace of Alkibiades, was deprived of his command; but the
upright Athenian did not feel himself at liberty to punish his fel-
low-citizens for their error: he continued to serve in the fleet in
the rank to which they had seen fit to degrade him (407 B.c.).
This fact does honor to the citizen; let us note one which
honors the State. Some time later, a man proscribed by Athens
and by Rhodes, a mortal enemy of the popular cause, the most
active of the agents between Sparta and Persia, Doreios by name,
fell into the hands of the Athenians. The law of that period
called for his death; but Doreios had gained three wreaths at.
Olympia, seven at Nemea, and eight in the Isthmian Games.
When the Athenians beheld as a prisoner under sentence of death
the man who had been so often applauded by all Greece, they forgot
their displeasure, and released him without even speaking of a
ransom. The Spartans had not such refinement of feeling. A little
later, in 395 B.c., Rhodes separated herself from their alliance;
Doreios, then in the Peloponnesos, had no share in this defection,
but he was seized, conducted- to Sparta, and put to death.!
Meanwhile the year of command of Lysandros came to an

1 Xenophon, Hellenics, i. 5,19; Pausanias, vi. 7, 2.
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end. A successor was sent to him, Kallikratidas, a genuine Spar-
tan, without artifice, without ambition, incorruptible, and having

HEAD OF A VICTORIOUS ATHLETE.

no other intention than to go straightforward where his country
required -him to go, even were it to death. Before his arrival
Lysandros, in order to remain necessary, had destroyed all the

1 Archaic head of Parian marble, discovered at Athens, and now in the collection of
G. Rampin (from a photograph. Cf., O. Rayet, Monuments de lart antigue). The marble
was tinted. The hair, beard, and lips were red; a litie of the same color marked the edge of
the eyelids, and the pupil of the eye was black. .There was a wreath on the head, perhaps of
gold, and the representation seems to be of an athlete or chariot-driver. It dates from the
second half of the fifth century B.c.
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resources of the fleet, and organized in the cities of Ionia a fac-
tion which hoped to restore the old tyrannies. He foresaw that
this oligarchy would have need of foreign support, and he believed
that Sparta would employ him to sustain what he had founded
(406 B.C.). _
Kallikratidas found a fleet of a hundred and forty galleys; but

he had no money. The Spartan general went to Sardis, in the
hope of obtaining some from Cyrus; but Ly-
sandros had warned the Persian prince against
him, and Kallikratidas was kept a whole day
waiting for an audience which was finally re-
fused. He left Sardis, deploring the shame-
ful dependence of the Greeks upon Persian insolence, and deter-
mined to employ all his efforts, on returning home, to bring
about peace between Sparta and Athens. Invited to assist a
faction at Methymna, he took the place by a sudden attack, and
allowed it to be pillaged by his soldiers;

but he refused to sell the inhabitants.

“While I am in command,” he said,

“no Greek shall ever be reduced to sla-.

“very.” Konon, arriving too late to
save Methymna, was shut up in Myti-

lene by a defeat which cost him thirty galleys. Only forty
remained, and the enemy had one hundred and seventy. He suc-
ceeded, however, in sending a message to Athens, and by a last
effort, which took all their remaining resources, the Athenians in
thirty days launched a hundred and ten vessels. All the citizens
who could be spared from guarding the walls manned the galleys.
together with many metekot and slaves. To the former was prom-
ised citizenship, to the latter enfranchisement, and after the vic-
tory, lands, which they in fact received as Aleroukoi. Forty-five
vessels which had been left at Samos rejoined the Athenian
squadron. The Peloponnesians, now full of confidence, left fifty

BRONZE COIN.!

BRONZE COIN.?

1 Coin of Methymnos. Helmeted head of Athene, right profile. Reverse: MAOY[praiwv].
Arion on a dolphin, and playing on the lyre.

% Coin of Mytilene. Head of Zeus Ammon, right profile. Reverse: MYTI[Aquaior];
mile-stone, bearded human head crowned with ivy, on a vessel’s prow, front face; in the stern,
an unknown object, perhaps a branch with a fruit of some kind. In the field, a vine-stock.
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galleys to continue the blockade of Mytilene, and with a hundred
and fifty went to seek the enemy.

The two fleets, two hundred and seventy-ﬁve galleys, the largest
armament that had yet been seen in this war, met at Arginousai,
— three small islands on the coast of Eolis (September, 406 s. c.).
The superiority was now on the side of the Athenians. Kallikrat-
idas was advised to retreat; omens announced his death. He made
reply: “If we are conquered Sparta can easily find another fleet;
but if I flee, where shall I recover my lost honor?” He was
defeated, and was one of the first to perish. Seventy galleys were

SCENE OF DIVINATION.!

taken or sunk. The Athenians lost twenty-five; but there were few
slain, and many on board escaped to shore over floating fragments,
so near were they to the land. The generals directed two of their
lieutenants, Theramenes and Thrasyboulos, to recover the shipwrecked
and the dead, while they themselves pursued the enemy. A storm
coming down suddenly from Mount Ida raised a heavy sea and ren-
dered the. life-saving work impossible; and.many perished whose
bodies could not be recovered to receive funeral honors. To the
Greek mind, leaving the dead unburied was an act of impiety to be
carefully avoided, for its punishment was not left to the gods alone.
Not long before this, Nikias had left unclaimed his right of erecting
a trophy of victory for the sake of obtaining from the Corinthians

" 1 Vase-puinting, from the Description de la Collection Czartoryski, pl. 29. A priest, wear-
ing & wreath .on his head, examines the entrails of a ram held extended on a table by an
assistant..
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defeated by him two dead bodies-that he had not been able to find,
rather than return home without bringing the bones of all who
had perished.! Later, Chabrias allowed a Spartan fleet to escape

which he might have destroyed if he had not been detained by
the duty of searching for the dead. Undoubtedly, during this long
maritime war, many soldiers had no other burial-place than the
sea, but at least those bodies cast up by the waves had been cared
for; at Arginousai, however, this was not done. The generals
had felt that to complete their victory and deliver Konon, block-
aded in Mytilene, was more patriotic than to delay -for the

NEKROPHOROI BURYING A DEAD BODY.?

purpose of performing a duty which others could accomplish
equally well. But the sacerdotal families clamored loudly, and the
oligarchy, gladly shielding their rancors and hopes under a pretext
of religious zeal, took advantage of the worthy sentiment of blind
and zealous devotion to promote their own political interests.
One man was specially exposed to these reproaches, he who had
the express duty of saving the crews of the wrecked galleys. To
turn away the storm from himself, Theramenes became the accuser
of the generals under whom he had served. Six of them. deposed
from office, were now in Athens; these were prosecuted, and were

3 Thucydides, iv. 44. ¢

1 Painting on a vase from Vulci, in the Luynes Collection of the Cabinet de France, No.
736. “Four men, clad in the long himation, bear on their shoulders a litter, under whose weight
they walk stooping; on the litter lies the dead man, his head forward and uncovered, the body
wrapped in a mantle ornamented with embroidered flowers (émiBAfua karacrurév). Behind
follow two women weeping, and an ephebos on horseback carrying a lance. . . . The proces-
sion moves to the left, towards a tomb decorated with a rectangular stela, on which is painted
a serpent. Beyond the stela is another group of fizures: first, a woman gesticulating with
lifted arms; then a flute-player; behind these persons, four warriors, who seem to dance”
(0. Rayet, in Monuments de P Art antique : Convoi funibre).

voL. 1tt. — 25
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about to receive acquittal, when a man gave testimony against
them to the effect that, after the wreck of his galley, he was
clinging to an empty meal-tub, and saw his comipanions perish one
by one, each in turn calling upon him, if he should escape, to
make it known at Athens that they had been basely abandoned
by their generals. At these words the people were filled with
excitement; the kindred of. those who had perished called for
vengeance, and the assembly voted the death-penalty. Against this
condemnation one upright man, Sokrates, vainly lifted his voice.!
One of -the six generals was the son of Perikles; but his name did
not avail to save him. Another, Diomedon, who had endeavored
to have the whole fleet remain after the battle and search.for the
shipwrecked sailors, accepted his sentence with manly. resignation.
. “I hope,” he said to the assembly, “that this sentence will not
bring harm to.the city. Do not forget, Athenians, to offer to the
gods the sacrifices of thanksgiving which we promised in return
for our victory.” The words were noble, but their bitter irony was
not understood by the crowd, blinded with religious and political
excitement. Athens repented;, but not until it was too late? She
was soon to expiate, by the incapacity of her generals at Aigos-
potamoi, ‘this unjust extreme of an honorable sentiment against
the conquerors at the Arginousai (406 B.c.).

About this time Sophokles died, full of years and honors,—a
‘happy life, beginning with his country’s liberation, ending amid
the tumult of the last Athenian victory, and honored even by the
Lacedzmonians, who did not disturb the funeral procession when
it-advanced towards Kolonos on the road to Dekeleia. His Antig-
one, a brilliant consecration of the duty of the living towards
the dead, had produced upon all minds effects which ‘were

1 Xenophon,  Hellenics, i. 17, 85.

2 Five of the accusers were even declared to have deceived the people, and were tried
for the offence. Onosandros, in his treatise on the duties of a general, Zrparyyids Adyos, 36,
wrote, in the middle of the first century of our era: “Let the general occupy himself with the
care of the dead, without excusing himself under pretext of time or season or fear of losing
the battle. Piety towards the dead is a sacred duty.” Plato thought the same, and all the
ancient world agreed in the belief. In the Hippias Major, 25, he says: “ We cannot regard a
human being as happy, although he may have had all prosperity, until after he has obtained
sepulture, because then only is it certain that his shade will not wander, restless and unhappy,
as those who have not received burial.” The denial of funeral rites being understood to inflict
suffering beyond the tomb, it occurred only in the case of great criminals.
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perhaps of lasting influence. * In the same year another poet,
Aristophanes, seeing clearly at last the true interests of Athens,
ventured to ask in the theatre for the recall of Alkibiades, which
was desired by many of his audience. <« Athens,” says the Dio-
nysos of The Frogs, “ Athens longs for, but detests him, yet cannot
" do without him.” Euripides opposes his recall because Alkibi-

SCENE OF SACRIFICE.!

ades was a bad citizen; and Aischylos replies: “One must not
rear a lion’s whelp within the city; above all, not rear a lion in
the city: but if one rear it, one must submit to its ways.” And
Aristophanes ends by reverting to the advice of Perikles: ¢The
fleet is our wealth, the only wealth upon which we can rely.”?
Unhappily the poet received no more confidence in this than he
did when recommending the most impracticable measures.

The disaster which the Peloponnesians had undergone at the
Arginousai was great. On the demand of all the allies of the
Asiatic coast, and at the request of Cyrus himself, Lysandros was

1 Painting on a vase of the Collection Crartoryski, from the Description by De Witte,
pl. 29 (see above, p. 385, the reverse of the vase). “The same priest, standing, wearing a
laurel-wreath on his head, and wrapped in an ample cloak, performs a religious ceremony at
a lighted altar. He holds in the right hand a two-handled phiale, with which he is about to
make a libation. In front of this priest is the acolyte whom we have seen in the other picture,
having only a light drapery around the waist; he also has a wreath of laurel on his head, and
he holds with both hands a long spit, on the end of which is a picce of flesh which he is about
to place in the fire. Behind the priest, at the left, is a column of the Doric order” (De
Witte, p. 96).

* The Frogs, ad finem..
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appointed to make retaliation for it (405 B.c.). A Spartan could’
not twice be admiral; Arakos, invested with the title, remained at
Lacedemon, and Lysandros, as his lieutenant, had full authority.
Cyrus, in anticipation of his father’s death, gave the Spartan all -
the gold he asked, and Lysandros was able to collect quite
a large fleet, with which he
boldly scoured all the Aigwan
Sea; he even made a descent
upon Attika. To counteract, if
possible, the influence of Persian
gold, which was -making so
many deserters, the Athenians
are said to have decreed that
. every prisoner taken at sea
- should have his right hand cut
off ; Philokles, one of the new
generals, was still more severe
than the assembly, — having
captured two triremes of the al-
lies, he put the crews to death.
The war, now drawing near its
close, became merciless.
Lysandros was on his way to-
wards the Hellespont. He had
just sacked Lampsakos, and was anchored near the city, when
a hundred and eighty Athenian galleys, united to pursue him,
arrived opposite Lampsakos at Aigospotamoi, “the goat’s river.”
In the morning the Athenians sail across the straits and offer
him battle; he refuses. Fancying it is from cowardice, they
return to their station, followed by a few swift-sailing vessels
to observe their movements; regardless of this, the Athenians
land and disperse through the neighborhood in search of provi-
sions. For four successive days the same advance of the Athe-
pians is received in the same way by the Peloponnesian fleét; and.
the former, convinced that the enemy is afraid of them, abandon
themselves to the most careless security. Alkibiades, who was at
this time in the neighborhood, perceived the danger; he came on

SoPHOKLES (7).

1 Silver statuette, found at Bordeaux in 1818 (Cabinet de France, No. 2,870).
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horseback to the camp and pointed out to the generals the impru-
dence of remaining upon an open shore without refuge, without
supplies, in face of a strong and skilful enemy. He begged them
to fall back upon Sestos; but no attention was paid to his entrea-
ties. One of the generals went so far as to taunt him witk the
fact that he had no longer any right to interfere in the affairs
of the Athenians.

“On the fifth day,! the Athenians having -sailed towards them, and
gone back again as they were used to do, very proudly and full of con-
tempt, Lysandros, sending some ships as usual to
look out, commanded the masters of them that
when they saw the Athenians go to land, they
should row back again with all their speed, and
that when they were about half-way across they
should lift up a brazen shield from the fore-deck
as a sign of battle. And he himself, sailing round,
encouraged the pilots and masters of the ships, and exhorted them to keep
all their men to their places, soldiers and seamen alike; and as soon as
ever the sign should be given, to row up boldly to their enemies. Accord-
ingly, when the shield had been lifted
from the ship, and the trumpet from
the admiral's vessel had sounded for
battle, the ships rowed up, and the foot-
soldiers strove to get along by the
shore to the promontory. The distance
there between the two continents is
fifteen furlongs, which by the zeal
and eagerness of the rowers was quickly traversed. Konon, one of the
Athenian commanders, was the first who saw from the land the fleet
advancing, and shouted out to embark, and in the greatest distress bade
some and entreated others, and some he forced to man the ships. But
all his diligence signified nothing, because the men were scattered about;
for as soon as they came out of the ships, expecting no such matter,

some went to market, others walked about the country, or went to sleep

[

1 Plutarch, Lysandros. .

9 Woman’s head, double-faced, like the head of Janus. Reverse: in an incused square a
head of Pallas, left profile, the helmet having around it a laurel-wreath; in the field, the mono-
gram of a magistrate’s name. (Drachma of archaic style.)

8 Head of Pallas, threequarters front; the hair scattered ; the helmet adorned with a
triple aigrette. Reverse: Baaltars, or the Zeus of Tarsoe, seated on a throne to the left, and
holding a sceptre; in the field, a wheat-ear, a bunch of grapes, an ivy-leaf, and two mint-marks.
(Persian coin, of an unknown satrap.)

. COIN OF LAMPSAKOS.2

BILVER COIN.®
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in their tents, or got their dinners ready, being, through their com-
manders’ want of skill, as far as possible from any thought of what was
to happen; and the enemy now coming up with shouts and noise, Konon,
with eight ships, sailed out, and making his escape, sailed to Cyprus, to
Evagoras. The Peloponnesians falling upon the rest, some they took quite
empty, and some they destroyed while they were filling; the men, mean-
time, coming unarmed and scattered to help, perished at their ships, or
. eséaping by land were slain, their enemies disembarking and pursuing
them. Lysandros took three thousand prisoners, with the génerals and
the whole fleet, excepting the sacred ship Paralos and those which
escaped with Konon.”

SCENE OF MASSACRE.!

It was the fox, and not the lion this time vict;)riou's, — Athens
deserved a better fate. One hour before this great disaster all
the chances were in her favor. Persian gold, the skilful ruse of
Lysandros, the negligence of her generals, accomplished in a
moment that which all Greece united against her had not been
able in twenty-six years to do. Now all was exhausted; there was
not a galley at Peiraieus, not a talent in the treasury, not a soldier
in the city, —no material from which a new army could be made.
Athens was about to perish, not for want of courage, but for lack
of men. Rome was more fortunate in the presence of Hannibal;
her courage and patriotism were no greater, but she had neither
domestic strifes nor an oligarchical party sacrificing her best gen-

]

1 Fragment of a vase-painting, from the Monum. dell’ Instit. archeol., vol. ix. pl. 82, 83.
(To be compared with the chest of Preeneste represented above, p. 255.) In the centre is the
funeral pile of Patroklos (HATPOKAOY TA®OS), covered with armor. Achilleus, standing "at
“the left, is about to slay a Trojan captive whose cap he has plucked off, and whom he grasps by
the hair. Three other Trojans in chains, at the left, await the same fate. On-the other side
of the funeral pile Agamemnon pours a libation ([liad, xxiii. 250 e seq) behind him stands
Briseis, accompanied by a female attendant.
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erals and replacing them by the incapable. Accursed be the men
who ruined their country by political animosities united with
religious hypocrisy |

Let us abridge the sad story of the last hours of this noble
and most unfortunate city. There had been no battle, but there
was a Imassacre. Sp'art.a chose to end the war as she had begun‘
it: the three thousand captives had the fate of the Plataians.
Lysandros asked Philokles what fate the man deserved who had
put in execution the decree made not long before at Athens con-
cerning prisoners. The latter refused to reply to an accuser who
was also a judge and an executioner. ¢ Conqueror,” he said, “do
now what you would have suffered had you been conquered.”
Lysandros, clad in priest’s robes, as if he were a minister of
divine vengeance, killed Philokles with his own hands. This was
the signal for a wholesale massacre.

No city attempted to resist. Byzantion, Chalkedon, and all the
- rest opened their gates when Lysandros appeared. Everywhere he
abolished the democratic form of government,
and gave the authority to a Spartan governor
(karmostes) and to ten archons, drawn from
the secret societies which he had formed. He
now released Athenian prisoners as fast as
he took them, and sent them to Athens, under
pain of death if they went elsewhere: the city was to be required
to feed them. This was to cause a famine in Athens. He soon
appeared in person off Peiraieus with a hundred and fifty galleys,
and Pausanias, with all the Peloponnesian army, encamped in the
gardens of the Academy.

Meantime the galley Paralos, escaping from Lysandros, had
reached Athens, arriving in the night. The disastrous news
spreads; wailings bear it from Peiraieus to the city; it passes from
mouth to mouth; in a moment every man knows it. On that
night not a person slept; they wept for the dead, they wept for
themselves, for their lost power, for their liberty about to be
crushed under the blows of Sparta or under the yoke of a detes-
ted faction. In the morning the assembly met. It was decided

BRONZE COIN.}

1 Young and beardless head of Dionysos, right profile, with curling hair. Reverse:
BYZANTIQN : cow stepping to the right, with lifted head. Coin of Byzantion.
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that two out of the three harbors should be blocked up, that the
walls should be put in a condition for defence, and all things
made ready for a siege. '

Under the first shock of this most disastrous defeat the Athe-
nians then did not entirely despair. They defended themselves in
the midst of domestic discords until famine caused them to perish,
their weapons in their hands. Sparta demanded the demolition of
the Long Walls; this was refused. Theramenes then offered to try
the influence which he professed to have over the ephors. He was
absent three months, and the Athenians awaited, in a state of
famine which was already great at the time of his departure, the

- end of this inexplicable delay. When
he returned, havihg obtained nothing,
.the scarcity of food had become un-
endurable. He was sent back with
instructions to conclude peace on any
terms. The allies were. assembled at -
Sparta ; many of them, Thebes and
Corinth especially, were in favor of the extreme of severity. But
Sparta was afraid to give up to the former Central Greece, and
to the latter the sea; she therefore insisted upon -granting peace
to the Athenians on the following conditions: the demolition of
the Long Walls and the fortifications of Peiraieus; the evacuation
of all their foreign possessions; the relinquishment of all their war-
vessels ; an alliance with Lacedsemon, — that is to say, a condition of
dependence upon her; and, to conclude, the recall of all exiled:
citizens. The surviving remnant of the population of Melos and
of Aigina recovered their respective territory, Lysandros having
expelled the Athenian colonists. ’

- Many wished still to. resist, although famine was making new
victims daily. The faction of the oligarchy, however, whose in-
fluence grew stronger as the general distress increased, threw into
prison these desperate champions of the city’s honor, and an- -
assembly accepted the fatal sentence.

SILVER COIN.}

“Lysandros, as soon as he had taken "all the ships except twelve
and the walls of the Athenians, on the sixteenth day of the month Mou-

1 Coin of Chalkedon. KAAX[ndoviwv]. Bull standing to the left, treading wheat-edrs
under foot. Reverse: incused square, divided into four compartments, ornamented with dots.
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nychion, the same on which they had overcome the Persians at Salamis
then proceeded to take measures for altering the government. But the’
Athenians taking that very unwillingly, and resisting, he sent to-the peo-
ple and informed them that he found that the city had broken the terms
for -the walls were standing after the time when they should have been’

BANQUETING SCENE.}

pulled down. He should, therefore, consider their case anew, they having
violated the first conditions. And some state, in fact, that the proposal
was made in the congress of the allies that the Athenians should all be
sold as slaves; on which occasion Erianthos the Theban gave his vote to
pull down the city and turn the country into a sheep-pasture. Yet, after-
wards, when there was a meeting of the captains together, a man of Phokis,
singing the first chorus in the Elektra of Euripides, which begins: ¢ Elektra,

1 Painting on a cup in the Vatican (from the Museo Gregoriano, vol. fi. pl. Ixxxv. 1a).
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child of Agamemnon, I come unto thy rustic dwelling,’ they were all moved
with compassion, and it seemed to be a cruel deed to destroy and pull down a
city which had been so famous and produced such men. Accordingly, Lysan-
dros, the Athenians yielding up everything, sent for a number of female flute-
plé,yqrs out of the city, and collected together all that were in the camp, and
pulled down the walls and burned the ships to the sound of the flute, the
allies being crowned with garlands and making merry together, as counting
that day the beginning of their liberty.”?

Thucydides wisely sets forth the causes of the ruin of
Athens: —

- “TFor as long as Perikles was at the head of the State he governed it
with moderation and kept it in safety, and it was at its height of greatness
in his time ; and when the war broke out, he seems to have formed a correct
idea as to its power in'this respect also. He survived its beginning two years
and six months, and when he was dead his foresight with regard to its course
was appreciated in a still greater degree. For he said if the Athenians kept
quiet and attended to their navy, and did not seek to gain additional terri-
tory during the war, nor exposc the city to hazard, they would have the
advantage in the struggle. But they did the very contrary of all this, and
in other things which seemed fo have nothing to do with the war, through
their private ambition and private gain, they adopted evil measures both
towards themselves and their allies, which if successful conduced to the
honor and benefit of individuals only; but if they failed, proved detrimental
to the State with regard to the war. And the reason was that he, being
powerful by means of his high rank and talents, and manifestly proof
against bribery, controlled the multitude with an independent spirit, and was
not led by them, but led them ; for he did not say anything to humor them,
for the acquisition of power by improper means, but was able from the
strength of his character to contradict them, even at the risk of their dis-
pleasure. . . . Whereas those who came after, being more on a level with
each other, and each grasping to become first, sought to-gai‘n'the favor of
the people, not merely by their speeches, but by the measures which they
adopted for the government of the State. In consequence of this, many
blunders were committed, as would be likely in a great and sovereign State,
of which the greatest was the expedition to Sicily. This was not even so
much an error of judgment in respect to the people attacked as it was ill
managed by not afterwards voting the supplies required, but instead proceed:
ing, with their private criminations, to gain the leadership in the assembly,

1 Plutarch, Lysandros.
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thus destroying the enthusiasm of the army and quarrelling among themselves
a8 to the management of public affairs. But even after the losses suffered
in Sicily and the seditions at home, the Athenians still held out thrée years,
both against their former enemies and also the Sicilians, and against their
revolted allies and Cyrus, the king’s son, who supplied the Peloponnesians
with money for their fleet ; nor did they give way until they were overthrown
and ruined by themselves through their private quarrels. Such a super-
abundance of means had Perikles af that time, by which he himself foresaw
that with the greatest ease he could gain the advantage in the war over
the Peloponnesians by themselves.”

1 Thucydides, ii. 65.

# Engraved stone irf the gallery of Florence (from Millin, Galerie mythologique, 157, 576).
Two Greek warriors, Aias and Teukros, drive the Trojans from their vessel. See Overbeck,
Die Bildwerke zum thebischen und troischen Heldenkreis, p. 424.

WARRIORS FIGHTING ON THE DECK OF A VESSEL.?



CHAPTER XXVII.

THE THIRTY, THE SOPHISTS, AND SOKRATES.

L —Tae TrirTy (404-403 B.cC.).

ON that day which the allies called a day of deliverance, and
Athens 'a day of desolation and eternal mourning, there
were seen certain Athenians wearing garlands on their heads and
taking part in the festivities of the occasion, while others even
went out to meet the conquerors, and testified joy at their coun-
try’s humiliation. These were exiles restored by Lysandros, and
to whom he gave in charge the government of Athens. One of
these was Theramenes, who had remained three months in the
Spartan camp,—a long time to spend in preparing brief articles of
capitulation. These men. were, in fact, the oligarchical faction,'
which since the expedition to Sicily had so often disturbed the
city with their intrigues, and sometimes by their treasonable acts.
The negotiator, so slow about preparing the treaty to save his
people, was prompt in destroying the old constitution which had
been the glory of Athens. He npow proposed to commit full
power of revision of the laws to a commission composed of thirty
members, like the Council of Elders at Sparta. Lysandros was in
the city; the Peloponnesian army &ad not yet left Athens; the
measure of Theramenes was passed. He himself appointed ten
persons, the magistrates ten more, and the assembly the remaining
ten., It is probable that Lysandros reserved for himself the
choice of the ten officers ‘whom he established in Peiraieus

(June, 404 B. c.).
1 Xenophon, so unfriendly to the democracy, says that the chief support of the Thirty in

their abominable tyranny was the body of knights, —that is to say, the richest citizens, — who
took to themselves the appellation xakoxdyafoi, *the honest and good.”
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The l.ife of Athens was in her public assembly an
courts of justice: the former governed, the latter judged;
many disastrous measures had been adopted by the one, many acts
of injustice committed by the others, when, after the splendid
democracy of the. time of Aristeides and Perikles had become a
demagogy, there was no longer any man capable of causing wis-
dom to rule in deliberations, and equity in decisions. The faults
of this organization were recognized, and we have shown that
many attempts were made to correct it. Those whom Sparta now
placed in power acted on a different plan,—they abolished the
public assembly and the courts of the heliasts. They preserved
indeed, -the archonship, an :
unimportant office, the Areio-
pagos, and the Council; but
they deprived the Areiopagites
of criminal jurisdiction, and
compelled the Four Hun-
dred to vote under the super-
vision..of the Thirty. They
appeared even to gratify
the moral sense of the com-
munity by expelling the class
of informers,—a venomous prax or THE PNYX (ORATOR'S PLATFORM).
race who too often had served
the envious instincts of the crowd. But a trade capable of
being so lucrative will not disappear from a city where revolutions
now succeeded one another with such rapidity, and quickly there
appeared other informers, acting in the interests of the new
masters, ‘ ’

In general, the Thirty oceupied themselves little with law-
" making, -and much with making their own position secure. From
the sea there came with commerce dangerous ideas of liberty,
from which they wished to distract the public mind; hence the
orator’s platform, the bema, was displaced, that there might no
longer be before a speaker’s eyes that view of Peiraieus which
had inspired so many patriotic sentiments. The arsenal had cost
a thousand talents to build: they ordered .its destruction, and
sold the materials at a price of three talents. They also
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"proposed to demolish the forts that had been built on the frontier,
8o that Attika might be open by land as well as by sea. Finally,
when their first crimes had heightened the public discontent, they
obtained from Sparta a corps of seven hundred, whom they estab-

PERIKLES (?).2

lished in the Akropolis. For the pay of these mercenaries they -
despoiled the temples, coined money out of death-sentences (which
involved confiscation of property as well), and all the lawlessness of
war was seen to rage in the city. A brother and a son of Nikias
were put to death; all those who had shown themselves devoted

1 Marble bust in the Glyptothek at Munich; from a photograph.
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to the old constitution, and by their services had merited the con-
fidence of the people, they also—like the rich metoikoi, whose
wealth was a tempting prey —suffered from the tyrannous rule
- of the Thirty. Each of these tyrants had his own hatred and
revenge to glut. On -one occasion the Spartan governor was
about to strike with his rod a young Athenian, Autolykos by
name, who had been a victor in many gymnastic contests; the
youth perceiving the intention, knocked him down, and was put
to death without form of law.

Acts less sanguinary show the invincible tendency of despotism
to degrade the mind, as it enchains the body. There was a law
made forbidding any ome to teach rhetoric. It was especially
aimed at Sokrates, seeking by the penalty of death to deter him
from his instruction of youth. ¢“Do they think,” the wise man
replied, “that I believe myself immortal?” The people, in the
time of democratic sway, had. patiently endured the unveiled sar-
casms of Aristophanes. The tyrants feared lest some poet, a
lover of liberty, should drag them, and their crimes with them,
upon the stage, the theatre thus being made to avenge what
orators dared not. They prohibited making public men characters
of comedy,—any citizen thus attacked by a comic author had the
right to prosecute him,—and they forbade the parabasis, a sort
of political harangue, which the chorus, alone on the stage dur-
ing "the interludes, was wont to address to the audience on the
men and events of the day. Comedy, as Aristophanes understood
it, perishe by this blow. ¢License,” says Horace, “needed to be
repressed ; this was done by a law, and the chorus became shamefully
silent when it ceased to have power to harm.” Horace has too
much confidence in censorship. We have learned by experience
that these laws, very difficult ta make, are still more difficult to
enforce; and Aristophanes knew how wit can pass through the
meshes of the net in which it is caught. The Assembly of Women
and the Ploutos, of later date than this decree of the Thirty,
are keen satires of personal quality.

Theramenes, one of those prudent men who know how to
* escape in time from a falling house or a faction on the way to
ruin, began to feel that the new government was going too farl!

1 He was nicknamed Theramenes the Buskin, — a shoe that can be used for either foot.
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He warned his colleagues that a general terror might become
vengeance. ‘The apprehension seemed well founded; the Tyrants
- prepared a list of three thousand citizens to serve them as a guard,
and disarmed all the rest. In respect to these Three Thousand, it
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SCENE FROM A COMEDY.!

was decreed that they could not be put to death without a sentence
of the council, while the rest of the community were absolutely at
the discretion of the Thirty. Thus made secure, they continued
to kill and to exile. The class of metoikoi were hostile to them,
and a resolution was adopted that each one of the Tyrants should
select any that he pleased, should put him to death and seize his

1 Pompeian mosaic, now,in the Museum of Naples (from a photograph). The mosaic is
signed by Dioskourides of Samos: Awoxovpidns Sdpios érainoe.
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property. Theramenes refused to participate in this new crime,
and it became necessary for the Thirty to rid themselves of this
troublesome person, who required at least a political pretext before
dipping his hands in innocent blood. Kritias undertook the task.
He denounced Theramenes to the council as guilty of treason
towards all honest men, and demanded
his death. Theramenes defended him-
self, first appealing to justice and legal-
ity, and calling to mind his services to
the State, then — a better argument with
such men —reminding them of the dan-
ger which they would incur by beginning to destroy one another.
If they suffered Kritias to take his life, not one of themselves
would henceforth be secure. But Kritias summoned his band of
assassins, and directed them to crowd closely around the council.

SILVER COIN.!

“Jt is the duty of a good president,” he said, “when he sees. his
friends duped, not to let them follow their own counsel. This is what I
am now going to do; indeed, these men
whom you see pressing upon us from with-
out tell us plainly that they will not allow
a man to be acquitted who is plainly
working for the ruin of the oligarchy. No
man on the list of the Three Thousand
can be condemned without your vote, but
any one not on’ that list may be condemned by the Thirty. Now, with
the concurrence of my colleagues, I strike the name of Theramenes from
the list, and by our authority we sentence him to death.”

SBILVER COIN.?

Theramenes sought shelter at the altar in the interior of the
_building, but in vain; he was dragged forth and flung into prison.
The bemlock was brought him, and he drank it; then throwing
upon the floor the few drops remaining in the bottom of the
cup, “This,” he said, “is for the gentle Kritias.”?

! Head of a satrap, right proﬁl.e, wearing the Oriental tiara; before the head the letters
MAA[Awrés]. Reverse: head of Aphrodite, right profile, a sphendone on the hair. [The
sphendone was a broad band of gold, or leather with gold trimmings, worn across the forehead.
— Ebp.] (Silver coin minted at Mallos.)

3 Coin of Tarsos. Head of the satrap Pharnabazos (or of Ares?), left profile, wearing
the Greek kramos, surmounted by a crest. An Aramaic legend: '|'7ﬂ NN (PapraBdlov
Kuxia). Reverse: head of Arethousa, three<quarters front. This type is imitated from
coins of Syracuse. .

$ Xenophon, Hellenics, ii. 3.
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After the death of Theramenes, the Thirty declared that only
the Three Thousand should henceforth be allowed to reside in
Athens. The citizens thus exiled crowded into Argos, Thebes, and
Megara. Sparta was not ashamed to forbid, under heavy penalties,
their reception by any Greek city, and to authorize the Thirty to
seize and put them to death wherever they might be found. This
decree was an insult to every State in Greece. Thebes, exasperated

RUINS OF THE FORTRESS OF PHYLE.!

at the claims to sovereignty made by Sparta, replied by ordering
that the Athenian exiles should be received everywhere in Boiotia,
should be assisted, and should be in no way hindered as to any
expedition against Attika which they might attempt. Thebes
believed that she had rendered services enough to the common
cause to deserve that a certain.deference should be shown her; but
her complaints as to the spoils taken by Lysandros had not re-
ceived attention. At Argos, answer was made to the Spartans
who came to require the enforcement of the decree as to the

1 From a photograph.
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Athenian exiles that they would be considered enemies if they did
not withdraw from the city before sunset.

Among the number of those whom the Tyrants had banished
were Alkibiades and Thrasyboulos. The former, no longer feeling
secure in his Thracian fortresses, went over into Asia, seeking
shelter with Pharnabazos. He had penetrated the designs of
Cyrus, and was intending to reveal them to the old king. One
night, however, the house in which he was living was set on fire,
and as he made his escape from the flames a band of armed men,

MOUNYCHIAL

posted outside, attacked him from a distance with arrows and
darts until he fell dead. Was it the revenge of the Thirty, of
Sparta, or of Cyrus? Probably all three were concerned -in it.
Thrasyboulos had taken refuge at Thebes. Encouraged by the
recent decree of the Thebans, he set out with seventy men and
seized Phyle, a fortress on Mount Parnes, about twelve miles dis-
tant from Athens. His band rapidly increased in number, and the
Thirty, who came out to attack him, were repulsed with consider-
able loss. The Spartan garrison from the Akropolis, sent against
him, had no better success (January 403 B.c.).

It would seem that these defeats ought to have induced some
moderation in the Tyrants. On the contrary, their next step was

! From a photograph. The hill of Mounychia, about three hundred feet high, rises

between the harbor of Peiraicus, at the left, and the basin of Zea, at the right. In the
distance are scen the Akropolis, Lykabettos, and Mount Parnes.
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to make an expedition to Eleusis and Salamis, carry off to Athens
about three hundred prisoners, and put them to death. This was no
longer tyranny, but madness.! Acts like these increased the num-

. ber who gathered around Thrasyboulos. When
his band numbered a thousand, he marched upon
Peiraieus and seized the hill- Mounychia. The
Thirty marched out against him with the Three
Thousand and a troop of horse? A soothsayer
who accompanied Thrasyboulos counselled him
not to attack until one of his own side had fallen;
and to fulfil this oracle, the diviner went for-
ward, like the legendary Kodros, and was him-
self the victim. The army of the Tyrants was -
easily routed. The victors were too few in num-
ber to follow up their success; but while both
sides were together upon the battle-field burying
ATHENG PROMACHOS® ¢} oi dead, a herald of Thrasyboulos addressed
the citizens who were under the command of the Thirty: he
cried, —

“ Why are you thus. driving us into exile, fellow-citizens? Why do you
seek to kill us? We have done you no harm ; we share in the same rites and
festivals; we have been your companions in daily life; we have fought at
your side by land and sea. I adjure you, by our common gods, by our ties of
blood and companionship, cease to wrong your country at the command of
the infamous Thirty, who have slain as many citizens in three months for
their own private ends as the Peloponnesians in ten years of war. These
are the' authors of this.wicked conflict, when we might live at peace. Be
assured that we lament your dead in this battle as much as you yourselves
lament them.”

Kritias, the leader of the Thirty, was himself among the dead;
and this facilitated a compromise. The Thirty were deposed, and
withdrew to Eleusis. We have seen how they had secured for
themselves a shelter there by destroying in advance those who were
hostile to them. But the Three Thousand were not willing to

1 In his oration Against Agoratos, § 44 et seq., Lysias describes the tyranny of the Thirty.

2, . gal otw roisdnmedor (Xenophon, Hellen., ii. 4, 2).

8 The goddess held a shield and lance, which have disappeared (archaic bronze statu-
ette, 107 millim. in height, found on the Akropolis. Collection Oppermann, in the Cabinet de
Franice).
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relinquish their privileges; they established a council of Ten citi-
zens, who sought to hold their ground against the exiles, who were
masters of Peiraieus, and the Thirty in Eleusis. Hard pressed by
Thrasyboulos, who had received further assistance from Thebes and
Megara,! they sought aid from Sparta, to save Athens, they said,
from falling into the hands of the Boiotians. Lysandros had just
returned to Lacedemon. Denounced to the ephors by the satrap
Pharnabazos for his plunderings in Asia, his command had been

ELEUSIS AND THE SACRED ROAD.?

taken away, he had been threatened with the fate of his friend
Thorax, put to death for having, contrary to the law, kept silver in
his house, and he had escaped only by the plea that he had made a
vow which he must go to perform at the temple of Zeus Ammon.
Having returned to Sparta at the moment when the envoys of the
Ten arrived there, he recovered sufficient influence to obtain for
them a grant of a hundred talents, and for himself appointment
as governor of Athens. -With this money he easily levied a corps
of a thousand men and went into Attika, while his brother Libys

1 An Athenian, Gelarchos by name, who had taken refuge in that city, sent five talents to

Thrasyboulos (Demosthenes, Against Leptinos, 146).
? From a photograph. )
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with forty triremes blockaded Peiraieus. But the kings and the
ephors, who had long been jealous of the victor of Aigospotamoi,
or rather had long been in fear of the possible designs of a man
already so important in the State, represented in an assembly
held after his departure that the Peloponnesos had no other interest
in this matter than the public peace, while Lysandros was endeav-
oring to further his own personal designs, and by his undue power
had become dangerous to the public welfare. It was well under-
stood that he hoped to effect a change to his own advantage in
the royal succession; accordingly, Pausanias the king, who was of
that branch of the royal house which had always been favorable
to Athens, or rather had always desired peace and the maintenance
of the old institutions of Sparta, succeeded in causing himself
to be sent into Attika with an army to counteract the projects
of the designing and turbulent Lysandros. Vainly did the Ten
offer to place Athens completely at the command: of Sparta, on
condition that the exiles should be sacrificed to them. Pausanias
insisted upon a reconciliation. An amnesty was proclaimed, only
the Thirty and some of their most zealous partisans being ex-
cepted from it. Even they, however, had leave to withdraw to
Eleusis. The negotiation being ended, Pausanias, with all the
. Spartan troops, marched out of Attika, and Thrasyboulos, with the
exiles, came in solemn procession from Peiraieus, and offered sac-
rifice on the Akropolis to Athene for this unhoped-for peace. By
their courage they had procured this advantage for Athens.
¢« After the gods, it was to Thrasyboulos,” Demosthenes said, at a
later day, “that the State owed its salvation.”! .

Of the rule of the oligarchy there was now left only the cruel
memory (403 B.c.). The fifteen months that these fatal disturb-
ances had lasted were called “the year of anarchy” and the “reign
of the Thirty Tyrants.” Xenophon says: —

“Soon after this the news spread that those of Eleusis were recruiting
foreign troops. The Athenians rose as one man; the generals at Eleusis

1 Against Timokrates, 135. In memory of the assistance rendered by Thebes, Thrasyboulos
consecrated in the Herakleion of the Boiotian city a group of Athene and Ierakles, the Poliac
divinities of the two cities; and to do honor to the hundred most valiant of his companions in
arms, he gave them a thousand drachmas for a common sacrifice of thanksgiving to the gods.
Also, each man received an olive-wreath, as a liberator of his country. A wreath of oak-leaves
was the Roman honor, ob cives servatos. -



THE THIRTY, THE SOPHISTS, AND SOKRATES, 407

came to an interview, and were seized and put to death; the rest were per-
suaded by their friends to accept terms, and a forgiveness of wrongs on both
sides was sworn to and faithfully observed. And to this day they live
under the sway of the same laws.” :

The Athenian people in this frightful crisis showed the ‘most
unusual moderation known to history. The amnesty was religiously
observed; no one was persecuted, and in the oath taken by the
heliasts was inserted this clause, “I swear not to remember the
past, and not to allow it to be remembered” Even when Sparta
claimed the hundred talents lent to the Thirty, — which she did not
propose to give to the democracy, —the people, instead of leaving
the payment of the debt to those who had received the money,
declared that the city should pay it. Only the Poekile (the Portico),
where the Tyrants had put to death fourteen hundred citizens,
remained an accursed place for more than a hundred years, until
Zeno effaced this infamy by selecting it as the place where he
taught his severe ethics (403 B. c.). '

An inscription commemorated the memory of the service ren-
dered by the liberators: “The Athenians, children of the soil, have
honored with these wreaths those who first, at the peril of their
lives, broke the yoke of tyrants ruling in the name of unjust
laws.”! _

Athens was delivered; but her commerce was destroyed, multi-
tudes of her population had perished, her territory was waste land,
her navy more reduced than in the time of Solon, and the treas-
ury so exhausted that it could furnish neither the cost of the
sacrifices nor pay the Thebans, also impatient creditors, the two
hundred talents advanced to Thrasyboulos. The fortifications of
Peiraieus had been destroyed, the arsenal and the Long Walls
demolished, and even the city walls in places were broken down;
nor could these ruins be repaired, for a jealous eye kept watch
upon them. The people began at the most urgent need, — the re-
vision of the laws. The oligarchical government had been judged
by its deeds, —treason and crime; all men now desired to return to
that moderate democracy which Solon had founded. Under the
archonship of Eukleides, 403 B. c., a commission of legislation, the

1 Aischines, Against Ktesiphon, 190; Plougoulm, (Euvres politiques de Démosthéne, p. 82.
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nomothetai,' had the duty of seeking  out and proposing the modi-
fications needful to bring existing laws into harmony with the
spirit of the ancient constitution. After this work of revision had
been adopted by the assembly, the laws were engraved on marble
tablets? and placed under the royal portico, where the sessions
were held of the Areiopagos, which, restored to its early rights,
was required to watch over the execution . of these
laws, and the magistrates were forbidden to act in
accordance with any not here engraved. The law
being thus placed above the authority of the coun-
cil and the assembly, it was further decreed that
in certain cases, to give validity to a decision, there
must be a majority in six thousand secret votes.* Lastly, to pre-
vent the return of tyranny, it was engraved on a column in the
councilhall that any man might kill whosoever should conspire
against the democracy or should betray the State® The citizens
all swore to obey this dangerous law, which authorized a crime
by delegating to ‘the individual a sovereign right which ought to be-
exercised only after a public decision. This decree at Athens was
remembered by Brutus on the day when he assassinated Ceoesar.
Thus the first care of the Athenians in again becoming their
own masters was to return to their old democratic constitution.
This was their glory in the past, and was to give them even
yet some prosperity.

BRONZE COIN.3

1 See Vol. L p. 578. Demosthenes (Against Timokrates, 27) speaks of a thousand and
one nomothelai to examine a proposed law. Andokides (On the Mysteries, § 84) mentions five
hundred.

2 And for the first time with the new alphabet, which contained twenty-four letters, instead
of the older one, which had but sixteen or eighteen.

8 Reverse of an Athenian coin. Legend: AGHNAION. In the field the owl, the olive-

"tree, and the amphora. On the obverse is the helmeted head of Athene.

¢ To stimulate the zeal of citizens in attending the assemblies, the stipend was restored,
about 398 B. c.; and to keep the race pure, an old law was again put in force, excluding from
citizenship all not born of Athenian fathers and mothers, at the same time respecting rights
acquired before 403 B. c.

& Some authors place this decree after the fall of ¢he Four Hundred.

Note, — On the opposite page is given an illustration of a bas-yelief of the balustrade of
the temple of Athene Nike (now in Athens); from a photograph.
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II. — STrIFE BETWEEN RELIGION AND THE PHILOSOPEIC SPIRIT.

It would seem to be now our duty to show how Sparta, at last
victorious, employed her power; but the history of Greece is two-
fold : it gives us facts which excite our interest or aid us in form-
ing our political experience; and ideas which still inspire our poets,
philosophers, and artists. Through ideas social life is transformed,
and civilization attains its development. True history is a history
of human thought; now in the times of which we speak, many
thoughts were seething in Athens, and a great man began there.
a ‘moral revolution which was destined to give a vigorous impulse
to the Greek mind ; we must therefore occupy ourselves with
him.

By the Peloponnesian war Athens had lost her empire, and
many other things also; her ancient methods of life and her
religious faith were greatly shaken. Masters of '
half the Greek world, the Athenians had seen
population and wealth flow into their city; in-
dustry and commerce had felt a vast stimulus;
and in this general activity the human mind
could not remain imprisoned by the old creeds.
New horizons had opened to the imagination of
the thinker, as new seas before the merchant’s
vessel. Aischylos, Sophokles, Herodotos, Thucydides, Aristophanes,
had met in their respective paths the most beautiful conceptions
of the human mind; Pheidias had beheld Zeus; Anaxagoras had
almost found God.? Thus Homer and all the poets who had pre-
ceded him, or who drew their inspiration from him, had appeared,
—after the Greek race had spread itself,—a fruitful alluvion, over
the coasts of Asia, and mingled, by commerce and by war, in the
Oriental world. ’

OLYMPIAN ZEUS.!

1 HAEION. Olympian Zeus, seated on his throne, holding his sceptre and a Victory.
Copy of the statue of Pheidias. (Reverse of a bronze coin of Elis, with Hadrian’s effigy. See
Vol. 1. p. 142; -and, in this volume, p. 158.)

3 See above, p. 171.
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The religious sentiment had become purer, at least to some.
The conception of divinity was nobler, and the great question
of a future, though still remaining very obscure, tended towards
a solution less coarse than that which Homer and Hesiod had
given it. The reward of the good (ypnoroi) became more like
that which is promised them now. ¢ The souls of the devout,”
say Epicharmos, Pindar, and Aischylos, “dwell in heaven, and
praise the great divinity with hymns.”! The souls of the blessed
(mdrapes), placed among the stars, participated in the divine
beatitude, and enjoyed the perpetual vision of pure light, like
the blessed described by Dante.? ' _

But below the noble interests of these great minds, how much
profitless stir! How many who, unable to create, destroy ; who
deny the past, without affirm-
ing anything for the future;
who turn into derision the laws,
manners, and beliefs of the
old time, yet offer no substi-
tute for them. = The devout
heard with terror men who
mocked at all which still made
their moral and religious life,
who were sceptical as to their
gods, who parodied the Mys-
teries. Many even, seeing that
prayers and sacrifices had not
saved Athens from the most
frightful calamities, came to
think that the faith handed down from their ancestors was very
probably only a tissue of falsehood ; men had begun to rob the gods,
not merely of the silver deposited in the sanctuaries, as the Phoki-

OLYMPIAN ZEUS.S

1 Pindar, Olymp., ii. 56 ; Aischylos, Eumenides, 269-274.

2 Plutarch, Cooncerning Life according to the Precepts of Epicurus, 27, ed. Didot, iv. 1851 :
rai{'ovrss- xal yopebovres €v Tois adyjy kal mvetpa xabapdv xal Phdyyor Exovor. Cf. Maury, Religions
de la Gréce, i. 583, 584, and E. G. Zeller, The Stoics, Epicureans, and Sceptics, chap. xvi. [Eng.
trans. by O. J. Reichel.] As late as the fourth century of the Christian era the Emperor
Julian believed that the souls of the righteous dwell in the sun or in the stars. See History of
Rome, viii. 220.

8 Head of Olympian Zeus, laurelled, right profile; behind, HAEIQN. (Enlarged reverse
of a bronze coin with the effigy of Hadrian.)
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dians hg.d done at Delphi, but —a twofold sacrilege — the ornaments
of gold that covered their statues! Hellenism had reached that
gloomy spot to which religions come when doubt begins to cling
to them,—a spot where the crowd linger, because, although faith
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GODS ON THE STAGE.S

no longer guides the life, it still .commands the wonted external
obedience. From this point many roads lead, by which the lofty
and resolute minds advance, who are willing to leave behind them
the slowly dying past, and go on to meet the coming future.

1 Thus, according to the testimony of Isokrates (A gainst Kallimachos), were stolen from
the Parthenon the gorgoneion and many bas-reliefs from the helmet, the shield, and the shoes
of Athene. Demosthenes (4 gainst Timokrates, 121) recalls the theft of the gold wings of the
Victory, and Pausanias (i. 25, 7, and 29, 16) mentions the great theft of Lachares, who in the
time of Demetrios, son of Antigone, took the gold shields from the architrave, and all the gold
which could still be taken away from the statue of Athene. The story is well known, whether
it be true or not, of the elder Dionysios pillaging the temple of Persephone and stealing from
Asklepeios his golden beard, and from Zeus his mantle of gold, — ¢ too warm for summer, too
cold for winter.”

* Painting on a krater in the British Museum (Catalogue, ii. 1438); from the Elite des
Monum. céramogr., vol. i. pl. 86. Cf. Heydemann, Jakrbuch der kaiserl. d. arch. Instituts, vol. i.
(1886), p. 290, a. Hephaistos, seeking revenge upon his mother, Here, for the injuries she has
juflicted on him, has made her a gift of a marvellous throne, from which a person who has once
taken & seat can never again rise. The goddess being thus ensnared, Ares seeks to compel
Hephaistos to release her. This is the scene which the painter represents: Here (FHPA) is in
the centre, seated on the goiden throne and looking towards Ares Enyalios (ENEYAAIOZ);
Hephaistos (AAIAAAOE) is on the left. The god wears a satyr’s mask, and a cap in which is
fastened a twig,
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Long scattered upon the outer edges of the Greek world, in
Asia, in Thrace, in Sicily, all the philosophers, Ionians, Eleans,
Pythagoreans, Atomists, had gathered at its centre. Since the
time of Perikles, Athens had been their fighting-ground. There
had occurred a blending of systems; there began the revolution
which occasioned paganism to enter on a period of decline for the
people, and of mnoral transformation for men of
higher intelligence. The old religion saw men’s
minds withdraw from it by two paths. The
Mysteries, especially those of Eleusis, had by
degrees set free, united, and developed the spir-
itual elements of the old cults, and without
destroying polytheism, they tended to dissemi-
nate monotheistic ideas. Bolder and freer, the
philosophers, by reason alone, rose to the conception of a First
Cause. But while agitating, to the eternal honor of the human
mind, the great problems which the popular religion claimed to have
solved, these men naturally were in an attitude of insubordina-
tion and revolt towards this religion. -They reduced it to an
empty form, — a shroud enwrapping the State, which through
prudence only, through a forced respect for popular weaknesses,
they abstained from tearing off.

It was in accordance with ‘the pantheism of the Ionians that
Thales said, ¢ The world is full of gods;” but Hippokrates subordi-
nated their action to constant laws and to the conditions of matter.
“There are,” he said, ¢ no diseases sent by the gods; all have natural
causes.”? This was to break Apollo’s bow and his arrows, which
carried pestilence and death into the cities. Anaxagoras, while
proclaiming a One Cause, of which Plato made the Logos and Saint
Paul the Verbum Dei, abolished the auxiliaries which faith had
given. He dared to teach that aerolites come from the sky,—
which the popolani of Naples do not yet believe; and in ascribing
to meteoric stones this origin he took from the stars their divinity :
the planets, and the sun even, were nothing more than incandes-
cent masses of rock. When he said: ¢ Nothing is born, nothing

ELEUSINIAN TRIAD.!

1 Massive gold, ring, with, instead of a stone, three carved heads, representing Demeter
with the modios, Kora wearing a diadem, and the young Iakchos with the Egyptian pschent.
(Cabinet de France, Catalogue, No. 2,632.) :

2 Of Airs and Waters, 22.
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dies; there is omly compgsition and decomposition; everything
returns to the place whence it came, and the sum of Nature does
not change,”! he destroyed the supernatural, and with it religion,
which lives by marvels. Xenophanes, more explicit, rejected all
the popular theology, and reproached the poets with having divi-
nized the harmful or propitious powers which act upon man.
Neither Hesiod nor even Homer found favor in his eyes; he
reproached them with having degraded the idea of Divinity, by
ascribing to the gods acts and feelings unworthy of the Supreme
Being. At the same time Xenophanes did not succeed in harmo-
nizing while distinguishing from each other God and the world, the

ulvonAna\Anno::Mlkeenx AQIMOY KAAXAS
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APOLLO’S BOW AND THE PESTILENCE.?

cause and the effect. To escape from this confusion of theism ahd
pantheism, his disciple, the formidable Parmenides,  as Plato calls
him, found no other way than to deny the existence of matter.
‘He called it a vain show, and our senses, which exhibit it to us,
the instruments of error. Demokritos, on the contrary, reduced the
problem of the universe to a question of mechanics: there exists,
according to him, no other substance than that of bodies, no
moving force except weight, and he scoffed at those who have
made gods out of natural phenomena. One of his disciples, Diag-
oras of Melos, resolutely denied their existence. To ridicule the
twelve labors of Herakles, he cast into the fire a wooden statue
of the son of Zeus, and called upon him to accomplish a thir-

1 Diogenes Laertius, iii. 10. -

? Fragment of the Iliac Table (see Vol IL p. 808); from O. Jahn, Griechische Bilder-
chroniken, pl. i. A. The scene is laid in the neighborhood of the temple of Apollo Smintheos
~ (IEPON AIIOAAQNOS SMINGEQS) : in front of the temple is an altar, where Chryses (XPYZHZ)

is preparing to offer sacrifice. The priest and an acolyte are leading the victim. The priest
is armed with an axe, and, like Chryses, wears a Phrygian cap. On the other side of the tem-
ple stands Apollo, discharging his arrows at the Greeks. This is the pestilence (ACIMOZ)
which strikes down man and beast, * Calchas (KAAXAZ) flees in terror.
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teenth exploit by triumphing over this new enemy. At Samo-
thrace the priests showed him offerings of sailors who had escaped
shipwreck, by way of proving to him the power of their gods.
“But how many would there be,” he said, “if all those who
have perished had sent you their offerings?” '
While the philosophers undermined the national religion by
reason, the comic poets killed it by ridicule; and their influence
extended rapidly among a people where every
one read, even' while on a journey! What
must have been the effect on the crowd gathered
in the theatre at Athéns at a performance of
the Ploutos, The Birds, or The Frogs of Aris-
tophanes, which treated the gods so irreverently!
At the court of the Sicilian tyrants political
satire was not in order, and Olympos suffered
instead of the agora; the authorities were spared, and the poets
turned their ridicule against the former masters of
heaven and earth. In his Syracusan comedies
Epicharmos represents Zeus as a fat glutton,
Athene as a singing-girl of the cross-roads, the
Dioskouroi a pair of dancers, and Herakles a
voracious brute. It is understood that Plautus
often copied this audacious poet, for instance, in
his Amphitryon ; and yet Epicharmos was a serious person who is
represented as a philosopher! Syracuse erected a statue in his

BAITYLOS.2

SILVER COIN.3

 In The Frogs, 52, Aristopbanes represents Dionysos as saying that he read on board his
ship an 4 ndromeda, — a subject which had been treated by many tragic poets whose works are
lost. When Protagoras, a contemporary of Perikles, was banished from Athens on the charge
of atheism, all who had bought his books were required to give them up to the authorities, and
they were burned (Diogenes Laertius, ix. 52 ; Cicero, De Nat. Deor., i. 23). An error of
Boeckh, the great scholay, in respect to the price of books at Athens, when he says that the
work of Anaxagoras could have been obtained for a drachma, has deceived many, among
them even Curtius. In fact, books at this time were very dear: Plato paid a hundred minai
for three treatises of Philolacs, and Aristotle three talents for some books of Speusippos
(Diogenes Laertius, iii. 9, and iv. 5).

2 Athenian tetradrachm, signed by the maolatrat,es 'KAEO®ANHS and EITIGETHS. As
symbol, an object difficult to determine, generally regarded (following Beulé) as a daitylos
[the stone which Kronos swallowed, believing it to be the infant Zeus.— Ep.], clothed like a
statue of a god. See Beulé, Monnaies d’Athénes, 318.

3 Reverse of a silver coin of Stymphalos (STYM®AAION). Herakles, nude, holding in the
left hand his bow, the lion’s skin on his arm, and with his club attacking the birds of Lake
Stymphalos; in the exergue, the letters S0, initials of a magistrate’s name. The face of this
coin bears the laurelled head of the Stymphalian Artemis, right profile.
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honor” with this inscription: “ As the sun in splendor surpasses
the other stars, and the ocean the rivers, so is Epicharmos by his
wisdom superior to other men.”?!

Thus the older poetry, which lived by "images, and the new
philosophy, which lived by abstractions, could not agree. The

CARICATURE OF HERAKLES.?

former had made the Olympians in the likeness of men, the latter
took from them the brilliant form with which they had been
invested, and reduced them to mere metaphysical entities. The
god of the philosophers, a new Kronos, was about to devour the
gods of the poets. .

Art had its share in this work of destruction. Caricatures of
the gods were reproduced on painted vases, which, circulating

I Diogenes Laertes, viii. 78, The earliest comedies of Epicharmos, represented at Syra-
cuse perhaps before the Median wars, were many years anterior to Aristophanes. A war
upon the official religion had begun very early.

? Vasepainting from Conze, Wiener Vorlegeblitter, series B, pl. iii. 2. (Cf. Heydemann,
Jakrbuch, etc., p. 278, m.) The scene takes place before a temple and altar of Aphrodite.
Herakles is dragging off a woman, in presence of two spectators, an old woman at the right, a
man at the left. The vase was discovered in Sicily, the country of Epicharmos; the painter
has perhaps followed some suggestion of the poet, who often brought Herakles upon the stage.

VOL. 1. — 27
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everywhere, were like our comic newspapers, and popularized the
irreverent scenes from Olympos which the poets had put upon
the stage. Some of these are preserved in modern col-
lections: one, for example, of Dionysos, who has made
Hephaistos intoxicated, in order to be able to bring him
back, against his will, to Olympos, where he has suf-
fered annoyances. Another shows Poseidon, Herakles, and
Hermes, who have gone ﬁshmg, to provide for the banquets of
the gods.

The introduction of new ideas is often accompanied by a moral
upheaval which precedes their coming and lasts until they have
become established. The Erinyes — the personification
of that remorse which incessantly pursues the guilty?
— were important figures upon the stage of early Greek
life; with them disappeared the penal sanction which
religion had established for this life and the next.
Then, the old laws being despised -and the new not yet
established, men found themselves cut loose from their moorings,
without other rule than an uncertain conscience
and headlong passions. Morals were enfeebled, the
sentiment of duty was impaired, and family ties
were relaxed. “We have courtesans for our pleas-
ures,” an Athenian said, in open court, “concu-

BRONZE corn4  Dines to share our couch, and wives to give us

legitimate children and to keep the house.” Was

it Alkibiades who spoke thus? On the contrary, it was perhaps
the greatest of Greek orators.®

SEAL.L

PLAQUE.3

1 An Athenian seal, from the Bull. de Corr. kellén., vol. viii. (1884) pl. iv. No. 137, The
fisherman is drawing up his line, from which kangs a fish.

2 Cf. Aischylos, Eumenides, 499; The Libation-Pourers, 406; Pindar, Olympics, ii. 45;
Cicero, De Nat. Deor., iil. 18.

8 Oval gold plaque, part of a fibula. The subject, stamped in repoussé, represents the
three Furies united in one figure with three heads, on which rests a modios, and with six
arms, each holding a torch. The body is clad in a tunic and a short peplos. This antique,
found at Rome in 1760, is now in the Cabinet de France (Chabouillet, Catalogue, No. 2,686).

4 Athenian coin. Legend: AGH[NAION]. Athene and the satyr Marsyas. The latter
advances dancing, and is about to pick up the flutes which Athene has just thrown upon the
ground. This monetary type is the reproduction of a celebrated group by the sculptor Myron.

5 In the oration 4 gainst Naiara, 122, long attributed to Demosthenes, but now ascribed to
Apollodoros. Cf. R. Dareste, Les- Plaidoyers civils de De¢mosthene, ii. 810. The morals of
another great orator, Hyperides, were even on a lower plane than those justified by the words
of Demosthenes or Apollodoros. See J. Girard, Hypemdes, PP- 102 et seq.
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III. — RHEETORICIANS AND SOPHISTS.

" Tr1s conflict between religion and philosophy would have
remained innocuous to the State, had it not been that at the
same time there were established schools of general scepticism
and of facile morals, where the art of success was taught, instead
of the old manly instruction in the civic virtues.

v SCENE IN A GYMNASIUM.!

For the boy the system of education remained the same. The
teaching of grammar and music, and the military and gymnastic
exercises continued; but the young man found himself surrounded
by a new atmosphere. We have said much of the Athenian taste
for the arts, but no mention has been made of that art, especially
democratic, rhetoric, —the art of speaking. From this were born

! Painting on a vase in the Museum of Berlin (A. Furtwingler, Beschreibung, No. 2,180);
from the Archdol. Zeitung (1879) pl. 4. 'The first group consists of two persons. Hippomedon
('Imropédav), leaning with one hand on his staff, rests the other on the head of a boy (Tpa[vq:.w),
who is taking a thorn out of his foot. The second group contains three figures. Hegesias ('Hyy-
olas), entirely nude, is pouring oil upon his left hand from the aryballos which he holds in the
right. To the little vase is attached a leather thong which is passed over the arm. In front
of him Lykos (AYKOZ) is taking off his garment, which a lad stands ready to receive. All the
figures wear wreaths of vineleaves or myrtle. In the field, the inscription Aéaypos kakds.
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two classes of men,— the rhetoricians and the Sophists, who regarded
a talent for speaking as in itself its own means and end. Hence
their sole care was to render their pupils accomplished speakers,
while the old masters sought only to make citizens and soldiers,
Formerly men were trained to act ; now, they are trained to talk.!
This was an inevitable consequence of the development of
democratic institutions and manners. Perikles himself had dis-
dained the instruction of Protagoras. In small States, where

READING SCENE.2

everything is accomplished by speaking, eloquence is at once a
sword and shield,—a weapon of offence and of defence; with it a
man gains an office or a suit, the favor of the people or the
approval of the judge. At Athens a citizen was liable at any
moment to be accused, or to be himself an accuser of others; and
he was obliged to speak. An accusation which was made good
brought a man into notice; one which failed had the double dis-
advantage of a defeat and a serious loss,— for the accuser who

1 One of the first measures of the Thirty was to prohibit the teaching of rhetorie, “the art
of disputation,” Néywv réxpny pf) Siddoxew (Xenophon, Memor., I. ii. 81). Pindar complains, at
an earlier period, of “a deceitful speech, hateful, the companion of wily words, attacking what
is illustrious, but upholding the false glory of obscure men” (Nemean, viii.). These rhetori-
cians are, in fact, of all times, but no epoch was more favorable to their multiplication than
that in which Kleon succeeded Perikles. i

2 Painting on a vase of the manufactory of Euphronios, now in the Museum of Berlin
(Besckreibung, No. 2,322); from Klein, Eupkronios, 2d ed. p. 283. In the centre is seated a
young man preparing to read the volume which he holds in his hand ; before him is a box of
books, on which is the inscription: Xipwvela kahi. At the right and left, leaning on their
staves, are two young men who seem to listen to the reading. In the field, the inscription
Iavairios kahds.
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could not substantiate his charge or failed to obtain at least a fifth
of the votes was condemned to pay a fine of a thousamd drachmas.
To know how to speak was therefore a necessity. To obtain public
noteriety and power, the Agora was the surest road; as a way to
success, military exploits were surpassed by oratorical efforts. This
art of speaking well, — whether a man thought well or not; this
power of investing an erroneous opinion with the as-
pect of truth, and dazzling the multitude by a dis-
‘play of words; this talent of the advocate, who when
the case requires, pleads, with a conviction of the
moment, a cause which he knows to be bad, was
extremely admired by the Athenian youth, less inter-
ested now in understanding’ and singing the hymns of the old poets
than in acquiring what Plato’s Gorgias calls the greatest good:
namely, to be able to persuade by speech the judges in the tribu-
nals, senators in the council-room, and the multitude in the assem-
blies. Accordingly, the young men flocked around those who dealt
in arguments and subtilties, and paid liberally for what they bought.?
Hippias of Elis boasted of having gained in Sicily by his lessons,
in the short space of fifteen days, more than a hundred and fifty
minai, although he had to contend against the rivalry of Protago-
ras, then at the height of his celebrity. The sages at an earlier
day had sown broadcast the words of wisdom, and asked no
money in return; and both Sokrates and Plato were indignant at
these sales, which modern communities, founded, it is true, on a
different basis, see without displeasure.

PHILOSOPHER.!

1 A young man, half-nude, with a light garment round the waist, seated before a tripod,
holding in the left hand a tablet which he reads attentively. On this tablet is an illegible
inscription. In the field, the word AFECAP, imagined to be the name of Agesarchos, a philoso-
pher of Metapontum, a disciple of Pythagoras; but it is more probably the artist’s name.
(Engraved stone of the Cabinet de France. Cornelian, 13 millim. by 9; Chabouillet, Catalogue,
No. 1,898.) . ’

2 This people, who worshipped the god of craft, Hermes, and in the first rank of their
heroes put the wily king of Ithaka, whom Athene praised for his skill in deceit, would naturally
have a tolerant mind towards the Sophists, whom Plato, in the Phaido, calls- “artists in Jan-
guage,"'loyobaian)‘m, and would permit their advocates to follow peculiar methods, ¢ The
Athenian pleaders,” says a learned jurist, “had recourse without scruple to false testimony,
and created proofs to support facts, after having invented facts to make good their cause.
Demosthenes and all the fraternity lie with wonderful facility. Thus are explained the enor-
mous contradictions in the two orations Concerning the Crown, in those For Phormion ayamft
Apollodoros, and For Apollodoros against Phormion, in the argument 4 gainst Konon, where he is
represented as the worst of men, and that Against Leptinos, where Konon is praised ” (Arthur
Desjardins, of the Institute, Le Jury et les avocais).
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Rhetoricians, who analyzed forms of la,ngua.ge, and Sophists, who
analyzed mofal and political ideas, were of the same fraternity.
The latter did not form a school with a system of its own; they
represented a certain state of mind and one of the sides of Greek
philosophy, — scepticism. They believéd in nothing, except the art
of speaking well; they prepared, each after his own fashion, ora-
tors for the assemblies, or speeches for those who were to plead
in court, as our advocates let their arguments and sell their knowl-
edge, as our teachers of every kind give theirs in exchange for a
salary. It is thought the Sophists came from Sicily at a period
of which the date is fixed. This is true as to Gorgias; but the
Sophists and rhetoricians are no artificial product, —they are the
offspring of the Greek society of this period.! ¢ The greatest of
Sophists,” says Plato, “is the people;” which is to say, the democ-
racy is too fond of fine oratory, and has but rarely the prudence
of Odysseus when he passed the rocks of the Seirenes.

The four schools which since the time of Thales had sought
for truth independently of religious instruction, by purely mental
effort, had produced only hypotheses founded on & priori ratioci-
nation. The methods of the Sophists were the reaction inevitably
following an imperious dogmatism, ‘as philosophical scepticism
at a later day succeeded to the doctrinal affirmations of Plato
and Aristotle. These oscillations of the mind are in the natural
order of things. The Ionians had essayed to explain creation
by matter; the Eleans, by thought; the followers of Pythagoras,
by numbers; Leukippos and Demokritos, by atoms. The con-
ceptions were very grand, but they solved no proplems; the sys-
tems mutually destroyed one another, and still no light sprang
forth. Along the road followed by the philosophers there were
only ruins to be seen; and this must forever be the case so lonyg
as among the questions which they agitate there are those which
go beyond the compass of the human mind, as there are efforts
of which the muscular strength of the human body is incapable.

1 Their name was not at first used in a bad sense. Herodotos gives it to-Solon (i. 29) and
to Pythagoras (iv. 95); and Aischines to Sokrates (4 gainst Timarchos, 34). We may remark
that the most famous Sophists were not of Attic birth. Protagoras came from Abdera, Gorgias
from Sicily, Prodikos from Keos, Diagoras from Melos. But all gathered in that city which
was the most complete expression of democracy. Egger (8'i a eu chez les Athéniens de
véritubles avocats), out of a hundred and ten arguments that we have in the works of the Attic
orators, enumerates but ten delivered by their authors.
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It is the glory of the mind that it seeks to penetrate to the
principles of things; it is the misfortune of the mind’s condition
that it can never succeed in doing this; and feeling itself con-
quered in this strife for the attainment of truth, it abandons itself
sometimes to negations as rash as were the metaphysical audacities.
Such was the case in Greece at the time of which we speak.
With the Sophists, whose method is defined by Aristotle as “an
apparent but unreal wisdom,”? the critical ‘'spirit began its work.

ODYSSEUS AND THE SEIRENES.?

Like every new power, it could neither measure nor use to advan-
tage its strength. This method — dialectics, namely —is fruitful
or dangerous, according to the person who. employs it; borrowed
from the Eleatic school, it assumed to .analyze all things, and
did indeed reduce all to fragments, without having any power
to reconstruct® It could not reconstruct, for it was and it

! dawopévy gocpia, odoa 8¢ pfy (Refutations of the Sophists, 1. 6).

3 Vase-painting (from the Monum, dell'Inst., vol. i. pl. 8.) Odysseus (OAYSEYS) is stand-
ing, tied to the mast of his vessel, while his companions, urged by the helmsman, are rowing
hard. Three Seirenes, under the form of birds with women’s heads, seek to attract them. One
flies down towards the ship, the two others are perched on rocks; the Seiren at the left bears
the significant name of HIMEPONA. (See Odyssey, xil. 164 et séq.; Overbeck, Bildwerke,

p- 791.)
3 On the false dialectics of the Sophists, see the Euthydemos of Plato.
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remained Negation, —a weapon useful in destroying, but not
in building up. When Protagoras, from whom we have, how-
ever, beautiful words concerning justice and virtue, said that
man is the measure of things, dvfpamos wdvrer xpriparev uérpov,
this signified that every thought is true to him who thinks it, but
only at the moment when it is thought; so that at different
moments affirmation and negation have an equal value, whence it
results that no man has the right to establish a general Jaw. He
admitted, however, that there were opinions which, if not more
true, were at least better than others, and that it is the duty of
the wise man to substitute them for those which are worse.
Thrasymachos of Chalkedon went farther; he held that the good
is determined by the useful, that right is always with the stronger,
that laws were established by peoples and by kings purely for
their personal advantage. In Plato’s Gorgias, Polos of Agrigen-
tum maintained the thesis that personal interest is the measure of
all good; and he ‘extolled the good fortune of the kings of Persia
and of Macedon, who had raised themselves to the throne by murder
and treason. In their proscription of the inhabitants of Melos the
Athenians then did not have to make any very great efforts of,
the imagination to demonstrate to their victims that they had no
right to complain because Athens required them to suffer.

The people, however, did not philosophize. But there was
another master, war, in whose school they learned the ethics of a
beast of prey. To the infamously cruel measures often adopted in
those times Thucydides ascribes for a cause the obstinate struggle
which Sparta and Athens—that is to say, aristocracy and democ-
racy — maintained with each other. Between the two there was
nothing but force that could be appealed to; and a half century
later, Demosthenes repeated with a groan the dreadful statement, .
“ At the present day force is the measure of right.”*

From whatever side these doctrines came, it is plain that,
while disastrous for the State, they were equally so for Heaven, and
brought the gods into great danger. Protagoras speaks of them
as follows: “Concerning the gods, I cannot tell whether they exist
or not, for many things render it improbable, in particular the
obscurity of the question and the brevity of life.” Gorgias main-

1 On he Liberty of the Rhodians, ad fin.
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tained at first that nothing exists; and .la,ter, that if anything did
exist it would be impossible to know it and to communicate one’s
knowledge to others. This was tb reach by an opposite road the
same point with Protagoras; namely, the negation of all certainty.

Accordingly, nothing is true, but everything is probable; at
least, by means of art the appearance of truth can be given to
everything. Hence there is no proposition which may not be
defended. While doctrines like these, the dethroning of the
buman reason, were destructive to virtue, patriotism, and religion,
they were nevertheless in their skilful presentation extremely
attractive. They gratified the lovers of ingenious subtleties, and
were useful to every defender of a bad cause. And so, with this
argumentative race, they had numerous adepts who found in this
pursuit the means of shining and of gaining wealth. There was a
rivalry among these prestidigitateurs as to which should surpass
the others in the strangeness of his theses, the subtlety of his
arguments, the elasticity and brilliancy of his thought, his skill in
treating in rapid succession the yes and no, the pro and con. In
the schools, at the festivals, in the Olympian games, wherever men
gathered, at once the Sophist was seen to appear, who, accepting
any subject given him, treated it, however paradoxical or frivolous
it might be, amid the applause of his listeners, and would never
acknowledge himself defeated. “Even Herakles could not fight .
against the Hydra,” Plato says, “ who was a she-Sophist, and had the
wit to shoot up many new heads when one of them was cut off.” !

But the existence of Sophists was not peculiar to democracy;
Kritias, one of the Thirty Tyrants and one of the worst among
them, saw in religious institutions and in a belief in the gods
only the effect of a clever stratagem.

« There was a time,” he says, in his Sisypkos, ¢ when human’ life was
without law, like that of the animals, and a slave to violence. There was no
honor as a rule to the good, and punishments were not yet a terror to the
wicked. Then men established laws, that justice might prevail and wrong-
doing be suppressed; chastisement then followed crime. But as men con-
tinued to commit in secret deeds of violence which the law repressed when
they were done publicly, there came to be some man, I think, skilful and wise,
who, to impress terror upon perverse mortals when they were disposed to

1 In his Euthydemos.
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do, or say, or even think a wrong thing, imagined the divinity. There
is a god, he said to men, enjoying an immortal life, who knows, who hears,
who sees, by thought, all things, and whose attention is always bent upon
mankind. He hears all that is said among men; he sees all that is done.
If you plan in silence some evil deed, it by no means escapes the eyes of

THE RISING OF THE SUN.!

the god. Such words, often repeated, were a most advantageous training,
concealing the truth under a form of falsechood. And to impress still
more, to lead men’s minds the better, this man then assured them that
the gods dwelt in those places whence come to men the greatest terrors
and the greatest blessings of their wretched lives, — whence come the .
lightning flashes and the terrible sound of thunder; where, on the other
hand, shines the ‘starry vault of the sky, the admirable work of time,
that -wise artificer, and whence comes the splendid light of the stars,

1 Painting oa the lid of a pyxis in the Collection Sabouroff (from A; Furtwingler, La
Collection Sabouroff, pl. 63). Eos, the goddess of dawn, appears in her chariot, the four
horses galloping to the right. Then follows Selene, the moon, on horseback ; she is looking
back at Helios, the sun-god, whose chariot is coming up into the light. Above the head of
Helios is the radiate disk of the sun. See the sunrise on a vase of the former Collection
Blacas, ii. 620. (Cf. Vol. I. p. 145; Vol. II. pp. 216 and 846.) :
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and the penetratmg rain descends upon the earth. In this way, I believe,
some wise man succeeded in persuading his fellow-men of the existence
of the gods.”?

Athens had the honor and the sad privilege of becoming the
home of the sophistic spirit, traces of which we find in the public
conduct of some of her citizens, and
even in her literature. The tragedies
of Euripides furnish us the proof
of this;? and the life of Alkibiades
still further demonstrates it. This
historic personage was, in fact, a
political Sophist, a brilliant rheto-
rician in act, as the others were in
word; equally ready to affirm or deny;
to-day with Athens, to-morrow with
Sparta, Argos, eor Tissaphernes,—in-
different, in a word, on those ques-
tions, of country and virtue which
so passionately influence the contem-
poraries of Miltiades.

Against these doctrines, which de-
tached the citizen from his country
and are, unfortunately, reflected in
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as Euripides, many protests were | l ﬂ
made. Two are famous: one, in the ] Iln
name of the past; the other, in that |
of the future. I speak of Aristoph- ~!'l| Ab
anes and Sokrates. ' P——
Aristophanes in his comedies is at
war with Euripides, Kleon, the Sophists, and Sokrates,— in a word,
with the modern spirit, whether in good or bad manifestation. We
have already seen that the Athens of Perikles and his martial democ-

1 J. Denis, Histoire des théories et des idées morales dans Pantiquité, i. 42, 43.  Cf. Eduvard
Gottlob Zeller, Pre-Socratic Philosophy, ii. 481-2 [English translation by S. F. Alleyne].

2 See chap. xx. § 4.

8 Marble discovered on the Calian Hill, and now in the Vatican, from Visconti, Icono-
grafia greca, pl. 16. Of the inscription there remain but five letters, AAKIB [«ddys]. Cf. the

bust represented above, p 285.
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racy had not the sympathies of the poet. In Z%he Frogs— where
the object is to show how inferior Euripides is to Aischylos as to
the nobility of his characters and the dignity of his style, which
is the same for all, kings or slaves—he puts these words into the
mouth of Euripides: “By Apollo! when I make them talk like
this, I give them a more democratic air.” :

But it was the Sophists whom Aristophanes most violently
attacked in the person of Sokrates, not distinguishing in him the
reasonable man, concealed, perhaps, under too much dialectic skill.
The Clouds may be called a political document, sparkling with
wit, stinging, striking ‘at the very heart of the Sophists’ reason-
ings; only t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>