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PREFACE

Tre first of the Churches of the Reformation to become
missionary was that of the Netherlands. The Dutch
colony of New Netherlands, in North America, lasted
from the year 1609 to 1664. In 1628 the first congre-
gation was organised on Manhattan Island, now New
York. That was the earliest to work among the Red
Indians. What is now known as the Reformed (Dutch)
Church of the United States of America has, moreover,
established one of the most remarkable missions in British
~India, the Arcot Mission. In 1888 one of the elders of
that Church, Mr. Nathan F. Graves, of Syracuse, N.Y,,
wrote to the late W. V. B. Mabon, D.D., Professor in
its Theological Seminary in New Brunswick, N.J.: “I
understand there is no Seminary or Professorship of
Missione in the United States.” The result was the
establishment, by that benefactor, of & foundation like the
Boyle Lecture of England, on which, in 1864, the late
Dean Merivale delivered in the Chapel Royal, Whitehall,
eight lectures on thé Conversion of the Roman Empire,
and, in 1865, eight lectures on the Conversion of the
Northern Nations.

The writer has selected as the subject of the fifth
course of Graves lectures, THE CONVERSION OF INDIA,
This volume contains a somewhat fuller treatment of that
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question, historically and practically, than wae possible in
the six lectures which he was appointed to deliver in the
first fortnight of October 1893. But the book is only an
outline of the paat history and of the process which is
going on before our eyes in India.

The previous courses, on the same foundation, were
delivered, in 1889, by six distinguished American mission-
aries on their own missions: in 1890 by Rev. John Hall,
D.D., LL.D., of New York, on Missions from Apostolic to
Modern Times; in 1891 by Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D.D,,
formerly of Philadelphia, on The Divine Enterprise of
Missions ; and in 1892 by Rev. A. J. Gordon, D.D., of
Boston, on the Holy Spirit in Missions,

Narrer Roap, MercHISTON,
EviNevRcH, 13tk October 1893.
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APPENDIX

THE FINDING OF THE NESTORIAN TABLET

THE work of the Jesuit missionary, Alvarez Semedo, referred
to on page 19, was translated into English and published in
London in 16855.1 It is now so rare that we append that part
of chapter 31, #Of the Christian Religion planted many Ages
since in China: and of a very ancient Stone lately discovered
there, which iz an admirable Testimonie thereof,” which de-
scribes the finding - — '

“When the Tartars conquered Ching there were many
Christians who had sumptuous Churches, being much favoured
by them, as appeareth by the relation of Paulus Venetus. After-
ward when Humvu endeavoured to regaine the Kingdom, and
made warre upon the Tartars, the Moores tooke part with the
Chinesses, and lent them their assistance for the gaining of the
Kingdom, and of the victory which they obtained, in acknow-
ledgement whereof they were allowed to remaine in Ching, with
libertie of their Religion and of their Mosches. The Christians

1 “The History of that great and remowned Monarchy of China,
‘Wherein all the particular Provinces are accurately described : as also the
Dispositions, Manners, Learning, Lawes, Militia, Government, and
Religion of the People. -Together with the Traffick and Commodities of
that Countrey. Laotely written in Ialian by F. Alvarez Semedo, a
Portughess, after he bad resided twenty two yeares at the Court, and other
Famous Cities of that Kingdom. Now put into English by a Person of
quality, and illustrated with several Mapps and Figures, to eatisfie the
curious, and advance the trade of Grest Britfatn. To which ix added the
History of the late Invasion and Conquest of that flourishing Kingdom by
the Tartars. With an exact Account of the other affairs of Ching, till
these present times, London : Printed by E. Tyler for Iohn Crook, and
are to be sold at his Shop at the Sign of the Ship in B, Pauls Chureh-
yard, 1855." -
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inclined to the Tartars, and they being overcume in that warre,
the Christions also were deprived of their Estates, and some
being slain, others changing their Religion, others flying and
hiding themselves in secret places, in a short time, all signe and
memory of our Religion perished, so that it was not poesible for
us to discover anything, with all the diligence we used to that

“To conclude, we remained very disconsolate in the midst of
so great darknesse, when it pleased The only fountaine of light
io draw us out of this checuritic with a most clear Testimony, that
the Gospel had flourished there many ages since : The thing fell ot
thus.

“1In the year 1625, as they were digging the foundation for
to erect a certain building neere to the City of Siganfu, the
Capitall Citie of the Provinee of Xems, the workemen lighted
upen a table of stone about nine palmes long, and more than
foure in breadth, and above one palme in thicknemse. The top
of it, {that is one of the extremities, or ends, of the length
therecf,) endeth in the forme of & Pyramid, above two palmes
in height, and above one palmes breadth st the Basia. On the
plhaine of this Pyramid, there is a well form'd Cross, the
exiremities whereof end in flower-deluces, after the fashion of
that Crosse, which is reported to have been found graved on the
Sepulchre of the Apostie 8. Thomas in the Towne of Meliopor,
and ss they were anciently painted in Ewrope, of which there
are some yet to be seen at this day.

% This Croase in encompamed, ss it were, with certain clonds,
and st the foot thereof were three Traverse lines, each eonsisting
of three great letters, being all such as are commonly used in
Chwna, very fairly graven : with the same sort of letters is
engraven the whole Superficies of the stone, as also the thicknesse
thereof, the which notwithstanding differeth from the rest, in
that some of the letters graven thereom, are forraine, neither
were they knowne here at the first finding of it.

“Seareely bad the Chimesses discovered and cleansed this
notable piecce of Antiquitie, when excited by the fervour of their
naturall eurioeity, they ranne to the Governour to give him
notice of it, who being much joyed at this newea, presently
cxme 10 aee it, and caused it to be piaced upon a faire Pedestall,
under a emall Arch, sustained by pillars at each end thereof,
and open st the sides, that it might be both defended from the
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injuries of the weather, and aleo feast the eyes of such as are
trae Lovers of venerable Antiquity, He caunsed it also to be set
within the circuit of & Temple belonging to the Bonzi, not farre
from the place where it waa taken up.

 There was a wonderfull concourse of people to see this stone,
partly for the Antiquity thereof, and partly for the novelty of
the strange Characters, which was to be seen thereon: and as
the knowledge of our Beligion is at this day very much spread
abroad in China, a Gentile, who was a great friend unto a grave
Christian Mandarine named Leo, being present there, presently
understood the mystery of that writing, and believing it would
be very acceptable to his friend, sent him a copy thereof,
although he was distant above a month and a halfes voyage, the
Mandarine dwelling in the City of Hamchew, whither our
fathers had retired themselves, by reason of the former per-
secution, whereof we shall speak in its proper place. This copy
was received -with a spirituall Jubiles, and many exteriour
demonstrations of joy, as an irrefragable Testimony of the
Ancient Chrigtianity in Ching, which had been so much desired
and sought after : for no lesse was contained in this writing, as
we ghall shew anon.

“Three years after in the year 1628 some of our fathers
went into that Province in the company of a Christian Mandarine,
who had occasion to go thither. They founded a Church and
house in the capitall City thereof for the service of our good
God, that he, who was pleased to discover so precious a
memoriall of the possession taken in that Country by his divine
law, would also facilitate the restitution thereof in the same
place. It was my good fortune to be one of the first, and 1
esteemed it 8 happy abode, in that I had the opportunity to see
the stone, and being arrived I took no-thought for any thing
else. I saw it and read it, and went often to read, behold, and
consider it at leisure, and above all, I did much admire, that
being o ancient, it should be so entire, and have the letters so
plainly and neatly graven.

“On the thickneas of the sides thereof, it hath many Chinesse
letters, which containe many names of the Priests and Bishops
of that time. There are also many other letters, which were
not then knowne, for they are neither Hebrew nor Greek : and
(for as much as I now understand) they containe the same
names, that if peradventure some strangers might not under-
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stand the letters of the Countrie, they might perhaps be better
acquainted with those of a forraigne extraction,

‘“ Passing by Corchine 1 came to Cranganor, where is the
Residence of the Archbishop of Costa, to consult about these
letters with father Antoni Fernandes one of our societie, who is
very ekilfull in the books and writiogs of those ancient
Christians converted by 8. Thomas. He told me the letters
were Syriack, and the very same which are used there at this
day.”

Further accounts of the Nestorian Tablet will be found in
Nieuhoff’s narrative of the Dutch Fast India Company’s embassy
to the Emperor of China in 1655, Englished by John Ogilby
in 18673 (2nd ed.), and in Du Halde’s Description of the Empire
of China and Chinese Tartary, of which an English translation
appeared in two foliom in 1741.
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Eprrion, 7s. 6d. London: John Murray, 18835,
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Carey’s work in Indis, and had mccess to everything likely to illustrate it,
These materials he hes worked up, with great literary skill and finish, into
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of that eaintly life which burned out for God eighty years sgo. . . . This
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enabled bim to give an admirable presentation of Dr, Wilson's iife nnd labours
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Bombay, Dr. Bmith has given us not a simple biography of Dr, Wilgon, but
-5 complete history of missionary, philanthropie, and educational enterprise in
Western India, from the Governorship of Mouatstuart Elphinstone, 1819.27,
to that of Sir Bartle Frere, 1862-67." —The Tintas.
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Wilson of Bombay.' "' — The Athenaum.
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Central India 1844-1888. With Portrait and Illustrations.
PorvrLae EvitioN, 78 6d. London: John Murray. 1889,

¢ Hislop was a man of the same apostolic grace as Duff and Wilson, and
short as was his life it was deserving of record in the anmals of Christian
Missions, independently of the special circomstances that give it a wider and
lasting interest, such as his expetience an a pioneer of the Cros in the Central
Provinces and the Berars, his geological exploration of these vant territories
hitherto anknown to science, his life at Nagpoor during the Mutiny of 1857,
and his tragic death in 1863. . . _ I{ ix 3 book not for the missionary only
but for every reader interested in India.”—The 4thenovm.
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Physical, with Maps (detailing the principal Mission Stations of
Sixty-fonr Churches and Bocieties, and of the Latin and Gredk
Charches there). Price 7s. 6. London: John Murray.

“The difficult and osually oograteful task of condensing such s gigantic
suhject into a given number of pages has been undertaken and sccomplisbed
80 ably and carefully that the descrittions, though pecessarily brief, are full
of interest. The whole book is carefully and thoroughly planned. The maim
are clear and well arranged.”—The Economisd.

““It is a marvel of labour aml condensation.” — The Spectalor.

Short History of Christian Missions, from Alraham and

Pan} to Carey, Livingstone, and Dufl. Third Edition. Price 2a, 6d.
Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark. 1890.

“ Here we have not only the history of all misions, but slw the philo-
sophy, the origin, the theory, the ratiomale of this department of the kingdvm

of Christ. The details of the story of the varioun raimions, and the life and
workof the world's most noted and devoted missionsries, are graphically
recorded, and the statistical imformation given is particulariy usefol and
thorough. The possessor of this little volome will find bhimself as well
furnished as if he had a hundred volames on missions as his band “—7The
Britisk and Foreign Evangdical Revicw.



