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. DW. L.
DEFENCE WITNESSES.

For Gauri Shankar accused.

-~

1. Pt. Indramani Vakil of Méerut on S.A. age 50.

ITam a BALLB. lawyver practising at Meerut. Iam also
Senior Vice Chaimman of the Municipal Board of Meerut. 1
know that there was a Kisan and Mazdur Sabha in Meerut in
1928 to0 1929. I was a member of it. Its object was to organise
the Kisans and Mazdurs, for the sake of removing social evils
among them. The objects are stated in my, original address in
P. 322 on page 9 which I gave as President of the Reception
Comittee of the Conference of peasants and labourers held in
1928 or 1929. This was an independent organisation started
under the auspices of the Congress workers, a dis}grict organisa-
tion. I wasa member of the Congress up to thejtimne when it
was declared unlawful the other day. None of tl}e aims and
objects of the Sabha offended against the principles of the Con-
gress. A parallel political conference was organised hete on the
same dates as the Mazdur Sabha Conference. That wds a Con-
gress Political Conference and the other was a Congregés Mazdur
and Kisan Sabha Conference. To the Kisan Mazdur (Jonference
Messrs. Sahgal, S.8. Josh, Spratt and Muzaffar Ajmad and -
Majid accused were invited. They were invited to educate the
public, being known as best workers. I read the prin’ed resolu-
tions Exh. P. 175 at the time when they came fromjthe press.
The resolutions printed therein were the 'only ones. W"lich were
passed at that Conference. The Sabha was never affiliated to any
other organisation within my knowledge up to this time. In /t'he
same way as the b gentlemen named were invited so also were a
" number of other gentlemen such as Dr. Satyapal and Pt. J awgha.r
Lal Nehru. Dr. Satyapal was invited from the Political Confer-

ence to lecture in our own Conference. Pt. Jawahar Lal' also
came to lecture but I-do not know about the invitation in his
case. I had tslked with Gauri Shanker accused about his
political ideas.” As long as he worked with me I hever found
any thing against the accepted Congress ideas. He was a co-
worker with me for 4 or 6 years. ‘ ‘,I

(No other accused wishes to examine this Witnéss in chief).

XXN. By Pl'US@CUﬁOﬂ. The Mazdur Kisan Sabha started
some time in 1928, I do not remember the exact date. It exist-
ed about 2 years befyre the Conference, from about 1926. I was
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Chairman of the Reception Committee, of the Conference held
about 13th to 15th October 1928. The Political Conference was
a Congress Conference purely and simply. It was the idea of
myself, Gauri Shankar; Ram Chandra Sharma, Lala Balwant
Singh and several other villagers whose names I do not recall
- tohold this Mazdur Kisan Sabha Conference. Pt.Gauri Shankar
accused drafted the resolutions. He had no pattern from which
he drafted them. We all put our heads together. I was present
at any important lecture that took place in that Conference. Of
the 6 accused invited I knew only Sahgal accused, and him by
reputation only., It was not my suggestion to invite any of the
other 4. T agreed to the invitation of them all. I can not say with
certainty whether Gauri Shankar or somebody else suggested
Spratt’s name; the same reply applies to Muzaffar, Josh and Majid.
- I had not heard of Muzaffar before. I agreed because I was told
he was a very good labourer lecturer. 1 asked who Spratt was.
T asked the man who suggegted his name and was told he was an
Englishman who sympathised with the poor. 1 had not heard
his name before or Muzaffar Ahmad’s. Before October 1928 I
had never in any way heard or read of Muzaftar Ahmad’s having
been connected with the Cawnpore Conspiracy Case. 1 had
never heard that there was such a casz, or hzard of it at all up
to the date of that Conference. I have heard of the Public Safety
Bill, but 1 had not heard of it up to October 1928. T only know
it was a Bill but not what its object was. Until 2 years ago I
only looked in the newspapers cursorily. From 2 years ago I
began to buy them and read them thoroughly. As far as I think
I never chme across the Public Safety Bill in the former period
of cursory reading. Since then I have come to know only that
there is such a thing. I have not been interested to understand
what it is about. About the Nehru Report | never read anything
except criticism 1 only knew there was a report recommending
Doninion Status. 1 knew then from what | read that Congress
had rejected-it. As a Congressman I know it continued to be
rejected. Not the whole of the Nehru Committee resolution in
P. 175 was my idea. I do not remember who did suggest it. The
first para about Cominunal differences was suggested by me. 1
knew about the Report from the newspaper eriticisms I had read.

I heard the speeches of Spratt, Muzaffar and Majid at that
Conference. I understood Spratt mostly, I do not remem-
ber hearing him say he was a Communist. So far as I remember
he did not. I did not know the terin before or in that Conference
g0 I say he did not useit. 1 remember him saying that he
ditfered from Gandhiji on the question of ‘Non Violence' and said
it was a mistake to give it s0 inuch importance. - 1 think he said
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‘1’ and not ‘we’. Muzaffar Ahmad. did speak but 1 do not remem-
ber his speech. I do not remember his' resolution. I do not
remember his moving a resolution suggesting the formation of a.
strong U. P. Mazdur Kisan Dal, nor anything about sending
people as representatives to Calcutta. I do not remember Dr.
Mukerji's name being mentioned to be chosen as representative,
or Joshi or Gauri Shankar. The last 2-were there at the Con-
ference. I was in the Political Conference also part of the tirme.
I heard Spratt speaking there but not at the Town Hall. I
heard Majid speak but do not recall what he said. I.do not
recall what he said about Russia. Or if he mentioned the name
of M. N. Roy. Sohan Singh Josh talked about labour organisa-
tion; not about Revolution or Ingilab. After that Conference I
used to go on addressing villagers. I saw with Gauri Shankar
rules of the Sabha saying that Congress rules must be observed
entirely. I have never heard of the paper Krantikari, ¥-do not
know of any election of office-bearers made at the Conference.
P.C. Joshi was introduced to me by Dr. Bhopal Singh. There is
no such thing as the Mazdur Kisan Dal. In the Nehru Com-
mittee resolution there is mention of a Mazdur Kisan Dal. It is
the same thing as a Sabha. I suggested the Mazdur Kisan
Conference because poor men could not pay to go into the Poli-
tical Conference. Entrance was free to this one. Gauri Shankar
invited these men Spratt and Muzaffar. We gave him power. I
do not remember who suggested Sahgal first. All I knew about
him was by reputation that he was Arya Samajist etc. I knew
nothing about the rest. The object of the Sabha was to organize
and educate the labourers.

Sd. R.L. Yorke, .
26-1-32. .

- -All my statement of yesterday refersto a Mazdur Kisan
Sabha which was in existence prior to the Conference of October
1928, No Party was formed at that Conference. If a Party was
formed without my knowledge what I said does not apply to it.
I do not remember if I heard Muzaffar Ahmad speak once or
twice but I certainly heard him speak. I did not hear him pro-
pose that a Party should be formed. (Shown P. 1091 witness
said after seeing first 2 paras down to end of list of names of
members and the last para) Muzaffar Ahmad did not say any-
thing like what is written there. 1 mean I did not hear him say
anything like it. I realise he is said in that report to have said
he was directed to place that resolution before the meeting. I
did not hear him say that. I do not know the writing of P 322
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page 3 (pink paper). I have read that paper through and it does
not remind me of anything, which happened in connection with
.that Conference. I can not suggest any ctircumstances in that
Conference which could have given the accused Spratt the
impression that a workers and Peasants’ Party was being formed.
Gauri Shankar never came to me after the Conference to ask for
subscriptions for an All India Workers and Peasants’ Conference.
I have worked with Gauri Shankar very closely for 4 or b years.
He never. showed me Exh. P 203. I do not remember if I have
ever seen anything like P 831. Seeing the whole document
including object on reverse witness said ‘I do not remember
whether I have or have not ever seen it in the past’. The same
is my answer about P 333. T have never seen Exh. P 810 before.
The Party mentioned there is not the one about which I was
~deposing yesterday. I know Mr. Dharmvir Singh well. He has
been a Congress worker with me. I donot know his writing and
have had no correspondence with him. I must have seen Gauri
Shankar’s writing. 1 can not say if I would recognise it. P 1432
does not remind me of any Party. 1 know P. C. Joshi accused.
I saw him in Meerut for several days after the Conference. I do
not know his writing. 1 was on the Subjects Committee at which
the resolutions were drafted. The draft resolutions were written
by different people. I was not present throughout. I do not
know the writing of any of P 186. I heard Sahgal’s presidential
speech at the Conference. I have heard of Bolshevism but what
it is I did not and do not know. { do not remember whether he
said anything about Bolshevism or Bolsheviks, but it was a very
fine speech. I did not read it in the Deshbhagat. I do not
remember if Sahgal said anything about Russia or the Russian
Revolution. As I appreciated it I do not think there was anjy-
thing against the Congress in it. :

REXXN. I joined the Bar only 3 years ago.
Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YORKE,
26-1-32.

D.W. 2

Chaudhri Sheonath Singh Vakil Meerut on S.A. 45.

Iama practising_léwyer since 1913 and practise at Meerut,
I was Chairman of the Meerut District Board from 1925 to 1928.
I was a Congressman till 1929. In 1938 there was a Delhi Prov.
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inceg Congress"Political Conference at-Meerut: There was also a
Kisan Mazdur Conference at the same time. I was Chairman of -
‘the Reception Committee of the Political Conference. ‘One sit-
ting of the Kisan Mazdur Conference was held at night in the
pandal of the Political Conference. I do not know if the Town
Congress Committee gave Sahgal accused an address of welcome.
‘T know Gauri Shankar accused well. He used to work in the
Congress also up to the time of his arrest.

( No other accused wishes to examine in chief )
XXN. Nil.

Sd. R.L. YOREKE.
' 26-1-32

et

D.W. 3.
Lala Mahabir Prasad on S.A., Zamindari 38.

I was Senior Vice Chairman of the Meerut Municipal Board.
I pay over Rs. 16,000 Land Revenue, besides Income Tax, the,
amount of which at present I do not exactly remember. I know
Gauri Shankar accused. I was a Congressman up to the time
it was declared unlawful. On principle I could not help any-
organisation whose principles were opposed to those of the Cong-
ress. I had heard the name of a Mazdur Kisan Sangh in Meerut
some years ago. I recognise my signature on page 3 of D. 330.
I paid a subscription to the Mazdur Kisan Sammelan Meerut.

( No other accused.exalhines this witness in chief )
XXN.Nil.
Sd. R. L. YorgE
26-1-32.

D.W. 4, |
Bishambar Sahai on S.A. 32'; Owner of Premi Press.’

I am the proprietor of the Premi Printing Press. I know
there was a Mazdur Kisan Sangh in Meerut. Its notices etc used
to be printed in the Premi Press. P 175 was printed in my press,
after the Conference, perhaps 15 days later. The document D
732 was printed at my press. '



( No other accused wishes to examine this witness in ch’ef )-
XXN. This document D 732 was printed long before the
Conference referred to in P. 175.

Sd. R. L. YORkE.
. 26-1-82,

DW, 5.

Dr. Ajudhia Prasad on S.A. 40, Residence Meerut.

I have been practising since 1910. I know Gauri Shankar
accused. Up to 1929 I was a Congressmman. I used to see Gauri
Shankar also doing Congress work up to 1923. I used to have
conversations with him. I used to find his views in entire agree-
ment with the Congress. |

( No other accused wishes to examine the witness in chief ).

XXN. I bhad no talks with him on any other politicai
subject except the Congress. .
, - -

Sd. R. L.. YORKE.
26-1-32..

D.W. 6.

Ch. Raghubir Narain Singh on S.A. R°31d0:103 Asora P.S.
Hapur.

My son pays about Rs. 3),0)) Land Revaaue and some In-
come -Tax. I gota swoard of honour in the war for war services
‘in this distriet. I was president of the AllIndia Bhuinhar Sabha
at Patna in about 1926 or 27. I was member of the All India Zam-
indars’ Association of which Maharaja Darbhanga is Chairman.
I.was also member of the All India Congress Committee and
have been Chairman of the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee.
I know Gauri Shankar accused. He was a member of the Meerut
Town Congress Committes, of the Meerut District Congress Com-
mittee and the Delhi Province Provincial Congress Committee.
Sofar as I.remember he was so up to the time of his arrest. No
one is elected to these Committees whose creed is against that of
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the-Congressm In fact the voters vote for those who.they think
are in thought and deed faithful to the Congress. I have often
discussed political matters with Gauri Shankar. From our dis-
cussions I can say that I found him a follower of Mahatma
Gandhi and the Congress. He was, a'keen Khaddar worker,
kept a Charkha and preached it here and at Hardwar. There
used to.be a Mazdur Sangh at Meerut. 1 knew it as Mazdur
Sangh, not Mazdur Kisan Sangh., He mentioned it to me sever-
al times, and I gathered it was a Mazdur Sabha with the same
objects as Congress. The name I understood was given to it
to give it importance. I often saw Congress people working in it.
This Mazdur Sangh is the one which had a Conference at same
time as the Political Conference. 1 knew Kidar Nath Sahgal
accused. So far as I remember the Town Congress Committee
gave Sa.hga.l‘a,n address at the time of the Political Conference
when he came for the Mazdur Sabha Conference. 1 was on the
Executive Committee of the Political Conference.

(No other accused wishes to examine this witness in chief.)

XXN. Nil

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
96-1-32.

DW. 7.
Ch. Vijaipal Singh, Jat, Vakil, Meerut on S. A.

I am a practising lawyer at Meerut. I was for 3 years a
member of the Legislative Council. I was also -Vice Pressident
of the Meerut Town Congress Committee. I have been in the
past & member of the District Congress Committee and the
Delhi Province Provincial Congress Committee. ¥From 1921 up
to 1929 so far as I know Gauri Shankar was a member also of the
Town, District and Provincial Congress Committees. He and I
talked several times about Congress programme, I never found
his ideas and creed clashing with the Congress creed. I know of
the existence of a Kisan Mazdur Sangh at Meerut. 1 was a mem-
ber of the Working Committee of it. As far as I know that was a
local district organibation only. It was never to my knowledge
affiliated to any othef organisation. It was created for the ameli-
oration of labourers and peasants in the district on Congress lines.
The waorkers in the Sangh were those who were interested in the
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uplift of labourers and peasants. They were all Congressmon.
I bave seen D. 732. This gives the creed of the Sang about
which I have spoken above.

(No other accused wishes to examine this witness in chief).

XXN. - There is nothing in the membership form D 732 limit-
ing membership to members of the Congress. I do not know all
the members of the Sangh. I know many.

REXXN. I knew almost all j;he workers in the Sangh.

XXN.' I know now of the formation of the Workers' and
Peasants’ Party of the U.P. since this case was started. I knew
nothing personally before. I have never heard of the Krantikari.
It was never sent to me. There is another Ch. Vijaipal Singh
B.AL.L.B. of Meerut. It may be his house which appears as
No 946 in P 483. ' He paased his examination the same year as
me. I came because I received summons.

By Ghosh accused (Noﬁhing relevant in'Court’s opinion)

Read and admitted corfect.
N )

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
26-1-32.

For Kadam accused.

D.W. 8.
Pt. Ram C_ha,nder Sharma on S. A. Meerut.

I attended the Session of the Indian National Congress at
Calcutta in 1928, { reached Calcutta on 22nd December. On
the way at Cawnpore I met Lachman Rao Kadam accused and
others. On the same date on which | reached Calcutta [ atten-
ded a Mazdur Kisan Conference. I also attended it on the 23rd
and 24th. Kadam attended the Mazdur Kisan Conference on
the 22nd. 1 did not see him there on the 23rd or 24th. I asked
him to come again on 23rd but he said to me that. he had thought
it was like the Conference held at Jhansi but he found the
Mottoes Fot to his liking and therefore he dquot want to attend
it any more. I asked hiin to come again Qut he refused. He
did not sa.y anything.to me about the speeches he had heard.
I was present on 24th at the time of the election of the National
Executive Committe of the Mazdur Kisan Sabha. Kadam
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accuSed did bt attend the meeting. The name of Lachmi
Narain Pandit was selected for Jhansi. : '

For Gauri Shanker accused.

There was a Mazdur Kisan Sangh at Meerut. Iwasa
member of it. .I was so as long as it lasted. 1t came to an end
when Gauri Shanker was arrested. 1 did some work at the
time of the Conferenee held here. The Sangh was a district
organisation and not a branch of any other organisation. The
Sangh was started by -us people, Congress workers. The aims
were those stated in the Mazdur and Kisan betterment resolu-
tion of the Gauhati Session of the Indian National Congress.
That Sangh was never affiliated to any All India or Provinecial
Mazdur XKisan Sabha. So far as 1 remember in the Meerut
Conference of 1928 no resolution was passed for its affiliation.
I met Gauri Shanker accused at Calcutta in the Indian National
Congress but + did not see him on any date at the Kisan Mazdur
Conference there, I saw him there staying in the bazar at
the house of a Rais.

For Banarji accused.

There had been 2 Conferences of the Kisan Mazdur Sangh at
Meerut before the one to which I have referred. One was at
Garhmuktesar and before the 1921 Meerut Conference. I do not
recall the date. The other was at Nauchandi Fair. The Sangh
made the arrangements for all 83 Conferences and convened
them all. (after reading the account of Garhmuktesar Con-
ference in the ‘Bir Hindu' dated 21. 11. 27. witness said). The
account given here is correct. | remember it wellnow. I cannot.
remember the resolutions passed at that Conference. Seeing
document P 189D Gauri Shanker (Objection made by prosecution
under section 159 evidence act but withdrawn as not worth
pressing); 1 do not remember the resolution passed but this paper
is the same as what appears in the Bir Hindu.

Sd. R. L. YorkE
26/1/32

I can not remember the date of the Nauchandi meeting but
it was at the time of the Mela. The arrangements for it were made
by the Mazdur Kisan Sangh. I was present at that meeting, 1
did not do any work in it but had a shop at Nauchandi. I do
not remember seeing any notice like P 188 at that time. After
the October Conference I used fo be meeting Gauri Shankar
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reguiarly up to the time of his arrest. It was in connection with
public work. We remained in agreement,

For Kadam by permission. In the Meerut Mazdur Kisan
Conference the first thing done was that a photograph of the late
Mr. C.R. Das was unveiled. Kedar Nath Sahgal was invited to
the Conference because he was a good Congress worker and
worker of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha. I do not know if there
was any U.P. Kirti Kisan Party at the time of the Conference.
Nor do I know anything about one afterwards.

{No other accused wished to examine the witness in chief)

XXN. Iknow Gauri Shankar since 1921. I was probably
a member of the Mazdur Kisan Sangh from its commencement.
The first Conference of this Sangh was at Garhmuktesar, then
at Nauchandi. The Nauchandi one would be in March. I wa:
present at the Nauchandi Conference from time to time, not the
whole time. To the best of my knowledge Diwan Datt, Kamta
Prasad, Balwant Singh and Gauri Shankar were the organisers.
The President was Diwan Datt. He was in place of Diwan
Chaman Lal who could not come. When I attended the Confer-
ence Isaw Diwan Datt presiding. I think I only went once to
the Conference. I know Shaukat Usmani accused since this case
is proceeding. I know that Shaukat Usmani was present at that
meeting. 1 have never spoken to him but only come to know him
by sight. Having seen P 187 D Gauri Shankar witness said I
can neither assert nor deny the truth of the statement therein
that Shaukat Usmani presided at this Conference.

I was one of the organisers of the October Conference, and one
of the Committee which sent Gauri Shankar to invite Sahgal to
be President. I never weighed whether there were other Cong-
ress workers in the neighbourhood of Meerut nearer than Lahore
as good as Mr. Sahgal at that time. The reason that Sahgal
was selected was that some one in the Comittee suggzested hix
name and so ke was sent for. Muzaffar Ahmad and Spratt's
names were suggested by Thakur Moti Ram, I do not know who
suggested the names of Sohan Singh Josh and Majid accused.
Moti Ram said about Spratt that just as Mr. Stokes used to work
among the peasants so Mr. Spratt took an interest in the peasants
in Bengal and so he and Muzaffar Ahmad were invited. Their
expenses were sent. Mr. Moti Ram is a witness surrmoned and
present today. I was present throughout the October Meerut
Mazdur Kisan Conference. 1 heard everything that took place.
No party at all was formed at that meeting, It was a Conference.
I never heard of any Party being formed after it. I know
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Pt. Indramani. Fsaw him in Court yesterday. il did not see him
after he had given his evidence. I was waiting in the witness
room and did not see him going out. ‘Why should I go and see
him. I was not interested in what he was asked. After the
Conference I used to see Gauri Shankar often and talk to him.
He never came to me and asked me for a subscription for the All
india workers’ and Feasants’ Party Conference. [ read about
that Conference in the newspapers. I can not say in what news-
paper. I never saw any posters like P 375. I went to Calcutta
for the Indian National Congress. This Mazdur Kisan Confer-
ence was oh so I atterded it tco. The 1st day of the National
Congress was on 26th, 27th or 28th December. I can not deny
that the sittings of the Congress began on 29th. 1 went there
heforehand because it is a big city. It is also more expensive
than Meerut. I stayed intke Ccngress Nagar with U.P. and
Delhi delegates. There were many Meerut people there. Moti
Ram was there. Gauri Shankar was in the the city and net
there. Kadam was in the Ccngress Nagar. 1 attended the
workers’ Conference because at Meerut I had met Sohan Singh
Josh. T went to see himn at Calcutta and he gave me a ticket,
and 50 I went. 1 went to see him in the house where he was
staying perhaps in Circular Road. = had mno correspondence
with him after he left Meerut. I met Kadam for the first time
at Cawnpore on my way to Calcutta. Gauri Shanker was
in Calcutta before I arrived. 1 was not present at the opening
of the W. P. Conference. I went there on the 2ud day with the
President Sohan Singh. I saw some 400 or 500 people present
at it. First there was singing and then English resolutions.
Some persons spoke Hindi too. Most of the proceedings were in
English. I heard the Hindustani speeches. All resclutions were -
in English. In Hindustani one day Kadam made a speech and
one day I recited a poem. One day a boy spoke in Hindi. I did
not find the English proceedings interesting. I did not remain
present all the time. It was 23rd I did my recitation. That was
before the election of the All India Working Committe. The pro-
ceedings were written in English. The names were given out in
Urdu. I was interested in who was elected. I wanted to know
who was elected. I had no connection with this party. There
was no reason for my interest. I remember who were selected
from U. P. but not from Punjab. Puran Chand Joshi was elect-
ed and Dr. Bisnath Mukerji and Gawri Shanker and Lakshmi
Narain Sharma of Jhansi. Lakshmi Narain I met then for the
first time. I did not find out his business. I wasin Jail with
him for 6 months. There he told me he kept a press at Jhansi.
I did not talk about what papers he published. 1 do not know
the newspaper Krantikari. I know P.C. Joshi since the Meerut
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Conference I was not on the platform in the Calcutta Conference.
I had not heard the name of Dr. Mukerji before this case I did
not see him in the Conference or hear his name except at the
.time of the election.

‘Kadam mentioned the Workers’' and Peasants’ Conference to
me in the train. I had seen it mentioned in the ‘newspapers at
Meerut before I started. I did not however know it was a Con-
ference of the W. P. Parties of the U. P., Punjab, Bengal and
Bombay. That was not in the newspapers so far as I saw. His
impression about it and mine were the same. I saw Kadam in the
Calcutta Conference on the 2nd day sitting near me in the same
line of chairs. Before that day’s proceedings ended I and Moti
Ram, Jahdeo Singh and Khem Chand of Meerut and Kadam and
some one | did not know left together. We talked on the way
back. So far as | remember he said some of the mottoes hung
up were against the Conzress and he did not like them. I also
did not like them. There was other talk about the Conference.
Next day | went to the Conference after mid-day. I did not re-
call if | saw him in the Congress Nagar that day but I did see
him in the Congress Nagar afterwards. I do not know when.
he went back to Jhansi. I went back to Meerut on the night of

"81st. Gauri Shanker returned to Meerut after me. He stayed-
on in Calcutta. I know Gauri Shanker was Secretary of the
Meerut Mazdur Kisan Sangh. | did not see him at all at the
Calcutta Conference. I looked for him there. I was not surpris-
ed not to see him there, in spite of the fact that he was Secretary
‘of the Meerat Sabha and present in Calcutta. [ met Gauri
Shanker in Calcutta at a house in the Bazar. I do not remember
when. It was before the Congress. He had gone to Calcutta in
order to go to the Congress. He did go to the Congress. I think
I saw him every day there was a sitting of the Congress. I
traced Gauri Shanker's place of residence through Ram Saran
Vidyarthi. Imentioned the W. & P. Conference to Gauri Shanker. °
It was the first time I met him when I went to borrow some

. vessels from him. I can not remember if it was after the W, P.
Conference was over or before. Kadam did not go to the W. P.
Conference along with me. I can not say if he had got his ticket
already. I had never been to Calcutta before, No one took me

to Sohan Singh Josh. I saw in the papers that he was President
and went to him myself. The papers printed that, the Conference
was at Albert Hall and went to inquire where I learnt the add-
ress and went there. It was in Circular Ryad or Lower Circul-
ar Road. I do not recall the number. I went again to that
house on the 24th, but not again. It was for the meeting. At
the meeting on 24th there was only election while I was there. It
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hadqbegun before | arrived. . There was great disturbance at
that meeting. The meeting was still going on at 4-30 or 5 p.m.
when I left it. T arrived after midday. There was some break
in the proceedings while representatives of each provinc: were
told to select their numbers of the All India Committee. That
was the only break. | do not remember hearing Muzaffar
Ahmed speaking about the objects of the W.P, Party in the
Meerut Conference. It was not a short speech but took more
than an hour. I can not say whether or not Muzaffar Ahmed
spoke about the formation of a W. P. Party. I do not remember. "
I have come to the Court a number of times since the case has
been proceeding in the Magistrate’s Comt. I was present out-
side the Court on the day when Mr. Randive was arrested. I
was in the front row of the crowd on that occasion. I do not
remember if there was a banner with Long Live Revolution
written on it or if I was near it. There were banners. I re-
member well that nothing was written on them. It is possible.
I was shouting. I remember shouting Ingilab Zindabad. I do
not take any interest in this case as far as it relates to Commu-
nism but only so far as it relates to certain people. I have done
all in my power to assist some of the accused including Commu-
nist accused. But about those I only knew later that they weie
Communists. ' | '

REXXN. For Banarjee. .My knowledge that Shakaut
Usmani was present at the Nauchandi meeting was from some one
saying it at my shop. The Mr. Stokes about whom I spoke I once
saw at Gaya Congress. I have read of his work among the
Kisans against begar. Congress usually has its sittings from
26th, 27th, 28th or 29th December in the Christmas holidays. I
certainly knew the date on which the Congress was to begin
in 1928, through Congress Office. Before the actual Congress
Session there are meetings of the Subjects Committee. They
are held 2 or 3 days before. Ihave almost always attended the
Subjects Committee meetings at the Congresses which I have
attended. I went to Jail under the Salt Act in the course of the
Civil disobedience Movement. The persons accused in this case in
whom I take an interest are those who are Congressmen and
wear Khaddar. T used to come because I was a member of a |
Sewa Sangh which was started when this case came here, It was
started to look after the comforts of the accused. That was the
kind of help I was speaking of having given to the accused.

XXN. In chief by Ghosh accused under S.291. C.P.C.
This Sewa Sangh was formed after the accused came here, at
the end of March. 12 or 15 people worked in the Sewa
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Sangh. The Meerut people started it. In those rule there was
no specification as to what kind of accused persons of this case
should be helped. I gave the help I did in the capacity of the
Sewa Sangh. I was not aware of the political views of all the
accused in this case at that time. In the case of some I was
aware, I did not try to find out the political opinions of any
of them before giving assistance. If I had found the political
opinions of any of the accused not agreeing with mine I would
have given help or not according to the opinion of the majority
of the Committee. I did not render any personal help to any
of the accused in this case.

REXXN. Nil. XXN. By Crown Counsel on last por-
‘tion. Nil.

Sd. R.L. YORkKE.
27-1-32.

D.W. 9.

Pt. Ram Prasad, Kayasth. 47 Service Residence Gorakhpur
Town on S.A. '

File P.1384 was seized by Police from the office of B.N.W.
Railwaymen's Association. I am the Secretary of that Associa-
tion. In that capacity I received cyclostyled letter D. 733 (1)
(9 sheets) and under the directions of accused Mukerji replied to
it in D. 733 (2) which bears my signature. I do not remember if
I received any reply from Mr, Saklatwala. I sent a copy of my
letter to Mr. N. M. Joshi and asked him to send me a copy of the
‘Constitution of the British Trade Union Congress. I received a
copy of that Constitution. I remember- to have carried ona
correspondence with the British Trade Union Congress. The
B.N.W. Railwaymen’s Association was founded in 1920, Its first
president was R.B.B. Narsing Prasad. | have been connected
with the Association since 10 years. I used to attend most of
the meetings of the workers., Accused used to address the
workers and tell them to remain non-violent. I do not think any
meeting to celebrate Lenin Day was ever held at Gorakhpur.
No meeting was ever held by the Association certainly. Resolu-
tion No. 6 in D: 190 (504) and (51) was moved by Dr. Mukerji
and passed by the Executive Committee of the Association. A
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copy was sent by me to Mr. N. M. Joshi.
: Sd. B\ L. YoRxke.
\I
| 27-1-32,

D. 190 (1) bears my signature and this was the press note
sent by me. D. 190 (2) was prepared by me and included in this
file. T recognise my signature on D. 190 sub-numbers 1, 3, 4, 10,
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 25, 28, 81, 38b, b4, 61, 69, 72, 73, 74,
81, 83, 85, 92, 102. These letters lissued as Secretary of the
Association. [ recagnise the signature of Dr. Mukherjee on D.
190 subnumbers 26, 29, 83, 86, 40, 48, 62, 64, 67, 75, 79, 90 and
109. I was the person who kept this file and I can say that all
the letters from outside included in it were received by me and
included in it in the ordinary course of my duties. D 191 (6} is
a correct report of the proceedings and was printed by the orders
of the Executive Committee. of the Union. D 191 (9)is a copy
of the rules of the Kisan Mazdur Sabha Gorakhpur. The office
was close 'to mine and so I was acquainted with the rules. D
191 (12) was issued under Dr. Mukerjee's orders. I got it printed -
as directed by him. I received D 193 (18) by post. D 192 is the
revised rules of the B. N. W. Railwaymen’s Association, drafted
by Dr. Mukerjee under the orders of the Executive "Committee
in 1927 and 1928. It was just before the- registration of the
Union in 1928. All the work I did in the office of the Union was
done under Dr. Mukerjee’s instruction. I identify the writing
and signature of Dr. Mukerjee on D 193 (1) and his writing on

subnumber 2, '

The Conference of the B. N. W. Railwaymen’s Association
was held on 20th January 1928. The Conference of the Kisan
Mazdur Sabha was held on the following day in the same
pandal. I visited the Conhference. I could not remember any
of the resolutions zabani (7. e. without something to remind me),
Seeing D 194 (1) I can say that those resolutions were passed. 1
recognise Dr. Mukerjee's signature on D 195 (2} and (8) and (8)
(8) (10), also on D, 203 page 7. The Hindi signature on page
9 looks like his. So does that on pages 10, 11, 12. That on 13
in English is his. That in Hindi on page 18 looks like his. I
recognise his signature on D 202 page 9, 10, 26, 35, 63,64. InD -
206 I recognise Dr, Mukerjee’s writing and signature on page 19,
and signature on page 23, 25, 39 (also hand writing). Iama
Congressman. In March 1929 I saw a member of the Executive
Committee of Town Congress Committee of Gorakhpur. In 1929
early in March a public meeting to celebrate Swaraj Day was



held at Ismail Park Gorakhpur. Dr. Mukerjee presided. A
resolution supported Nehru Committee Report and the resolution
of the Congress Working Committee was passed at that meeting.
Dr. Mukerjee explained both of these to the audience as Presi-
dent of the meeting. May Day was celebrated in Gorakhpur in
1928. It was celebrated because a circular letter was received -
- from the Secretary All India Trade Union Congress.

(No other accused wishes to examine this witness in chief).

XXN. I worked in the office of the B. N. W. Railwaymen's
Association in Mohalla Jafra Bazar. I used to go to Dr. Muker-
jee’s house sometimes to take his instructions but not to work
there. It was close by. There was no meeting and nothing to
celebrate Lenin Day in Gorakhpur. I do not know when Lenin
Day is. I say there was none because if it had been I should
have known of it. That is if it had been celebrated by my Asso-
ciation I should have attended it. Had my Association been not
concerned there would have been no necessity for me to know
about it. My hours of work used to be from 12to 6. I donot -

-know whether Dr. Mukerjee is a great admirer of Lenin. I do
not remember ever to-have seen any picture of Lenin. I know
who he was. -1 never saw a picture of somne one rather like Dr.
Mukerjee but I never went inside Dr. Mukerjee’s house. T al-
ways stood in the verandah. I did not know Dr. Mukerjee was
engaged in educating the public on Bolshevism, writing treatises

" about. Ineversaw P 1424, The writing of his name on page 1
and 3 looks as if it was handwriting. .

REXXN. Had Lenin Day been celebrated in a meeting at
which Dr. Mukerjee presided I would have known if he had told
me.

By Ghosh. Gorakhpuris a big city. There are 2 places
where public meetings are commonly held. One is half a mile
away from the office and the other a full mile. I should pass one
of these places on my way to and fro from the office. Notices of
meetings are usually given by handbills leaflets and posters. My
Association office was well known. I used often to receive such
notices in my office. If Lenin Day meeting had been held a
notice must have been received in my office. Dr. Mukerjee was in
.the habit of taking me to' such meetings, I mean the meeting of
the workmen, labourers, Congress Committees. I do not remem.
ber his ever taking part in any meeting which was not a workmen
labourers’ or Congress Meeting. I ought certainly to know if
any big meeting took place in Gorkhpur.
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XXN. By.brbwn. Dr. Mukerjee used to take me to meet- -
tings because I was interested. It was to know what was being
done in the meeting. It was because most of the meetings held
was of the workmen and of the Congress. It was to know the
proceedings and because I was a mewber of those 2 bodies. Dr.
Mukerjee could answer why he took me to meetings in which I
was not interested. I served no useful purpose at such meet-
ings to him or anyone. I understood the Hindi proceedings. If
there was no notice of a bizg meeting I ought to know because
" there would be drumbeat. Orif I did not see notice or hear
drumbeat I might meet people in the street. Otherwise I would
not know.

~ Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YorkE. .
28-1-32,

D.W. 10.

B. Kamta Prasad witness for Gauri Shanker, Vaish,
. Mukhtar on 8. A,

I am a Mukhtar practising at Baraut. I was last year
the Senior Vice Chairman of the Baraut Municipal Board.
My father is a zemindar. I know Gauri Shanker accused.
There was a Kisan Mazdar Sangh at Meerut I knew. I was a
member of it, for 2 years in 1927 and 1928, I ceased to be a
member of that Sangh after Mr. Gauri Shanker’s arrest. It was
a local organisation of the Congress. Its main object was, accord.
ing to the Gauhati resolution, to popularise Khaddar and the
spinning wheel among the peasants. Gauri Shanker came to
Baraut in connection with this organisation. I remember a
Delhi Province Political Conference being held at Meerut during
1928. As far as I_remember Gauri Shanker came to Baraut
sometime in January 1929." He stopped a night at Baraut and
next morning went on into the villages. I think I never accom-
panied himn into the villages. I discussed political matters with
hiin many times. I think that his political views, so far as he
disclosed them to me, were the same as those of the Congress,
So far as I remember there was no Kirti Kisan Party in the
Punjab and the U. P. up to the time of Gauri Shanker's arrest.
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There were 2 Conferences-held at the same time in 1928, at
Mecrut, the Delhi Province Political Conference and the Mazdur
Kisan Conference. I attended them both only on one day the
13th October. I was present at the opening ccremony of the
Kisan Mazdur Conference. It began with a national antlem,
and then some one proposed Mr. Sahgal as President of the
Conference. _ ]

(No other accused wishes to examine this witness as his witness).

XXN. I-did not hear Majid accused speak at that Confer- -
ence nor any speeches on the 14th or 16th. I can not say posit-
ively that there was no Kirti Kisan Party in the Punjab or U. P.
up to Gauri Shanker’s arrest. I think there was none because I
never saw anything in the papers up to the time of his arrest. I
did not take in such papers as the Krantikari or the Kirti.

'REXXN. Nil.
Read and admitted correct.
Sd. R. L. YoRrkE.
28-1-32.
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D.W. 11,

Mr. R. V. Dhulekar on S.A. Advocate, Jhansi. - Witness for
Kadam accused. :

I have been practising for the last 18 years, in Jhansi. I am
engaged in Congress activities, since 1910 and as a member and
office-bearer since 1915. I have been Secretary and Vice Presi-
dent and President of the Town and District Congress Com-
mittees, and also represented Jhansi on the Provincial and All-
India Congress Committee. ! was for 1!/, years Secretary of the
U. P. Provincial Congress Committee. I have been attending

"National Congress Sessions regularly for several years. I attend-
ed the Gauhati Session as a delegate and member of the Subject
Cominittee. 1§ remember the Labour resolution moved by Pt. -
Moti Lal Nehru and seconded by Maulana Shaukat Ali at that
Congress. It is as given on page 211 in the statements of accused
(Kadam's statement) I have known L. R. Kadam accused since
1917. We have been in close touch. He had taken part in Home
Rule League agitation in 1916 and 1921 became a member of the
Congress. He alsooccupied posts as Secretary or Joint Secretary.
In 1923 he was Swarajist candidate in the Municipal Board and
remained a member for 6 years. At the time of his arrest he
was one of the Sec ‘retaries of the District Congress Committee.
I was then Vice President of the District Congress Committee.
I know of the Provincial Political Conference held annually. It
goes round the Province, to a different place each year according
as it is invited. "It was held in Jhansi in 1916 and again in 1928,
There were 2 other functions along with it,. Kavi Sammelan
(poets conference) and the other was a Bundelkhand XKisan
Mazdur Conference. The latter was organised by the menibers
of the Congress at Jhansi myself and Kadam included. Kadam
was Joint Seeretary of the Reception Committee. In the
Political Conference only political subjects were discussed while

in the Kisan Mazdur one there were subjects not almost coincident
with the Congress. I mean that in it there were discussed

economic and social subjects, e.g. takavi grants, remissions of

revenue, early marriages etc. Political Subjects were not dis--

cussed at the Kisan Mazdur Conference. The reason for holding
2 conferences was that traders, samindars, cultivators, labourers
do not ordinarily attend Political Conferences and this Con-
ference was to deal with the subJects that interested them. This
Conference was held in the same Pandal as the Political Con-
ference and in the intervals between its sessions. The arrange-
ments for the Pandal were made by the Reception Committee of
the Political Conference. The officers of the 2 Reception Com-
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mittees were the same, There was no organiasation of the name
of the Workeys’ and Peasants’ Party at Jhansi. I never saw a
letter heading like P 2016P. There was a Kisan Mazdur Sabha
at Jhansi. I was a member of it. It was formed some 6 or 7
months before the Political Conference. Mr. Kadam was the
Secretary and Mr. Gangadhar Nilkant Aushde was the President.
There was was no separate Working Committee. It was working
under the auspices of the Congress. It had no connection with
any other body outside Jhansi. So for as the wording goes of the
object on the back of the form attached to P 1350 (8) there is not
in my opinion anything in it opposed to Congress principles
{Note. Nimbkar accused objected to the question on the ground
that witness is not an expert on Congress principles). I had
occasion to see a paper called Krantikari issued from Jhansi. I
read it sometimes, off and on. I know Hindi. The proprietor
was Lakshmi Narain Sharma and Krishan Gopal Sharma was
also a partner. | know them both well. They were both connect-
ed with the Congress. K. G. Sharma was Secretary of the
Reception Committee of the Political Committee.

Sd. R. L. YOREKE.
28-1-32.

Continued on S. A. L. N. Sharma and K, G. Sharma were in
charge of the management of Krantikari. Kadam accused had
no connection with the paper. There was a Municipal workers’
Union at Jhansi, formed about the beginning of 1929. I was its
President. Kadam accused was its Secretary. He was not a
member of the Municipal Board at that time. I was present at
the inaugural meeting in which the Union. was formed. This
Union had no connection with any other body in Jhansi or out-
side. There were one or more Congressmen interested as mem-
bers of that Union but mostly they were employees of the Muni-
cipality. - There was no workers’ and Peasants’ Party or branch
of it at Jhansi of which Mr. Krishna Gopal Sharma was Secretary.
The statement to that effect in the Krantikari dated 24. 11. 28 is
not, correct. There was no other Kisan Mazdur Sabha in Jhansi
up to the time of Kadam’s arrest except that of which I was a
member, Kadam Secretary and Gangadhar Nilkant Aushde Presi-
dent. Excluding the Congress no organisation with which both
Kadam accused and I were connected was affiliated to any outside
organisation. To the best of my knowledge there was no
organisation at Jhansi which was affiliated with any Party out-
side excepting the G. I. P. Union which was a branch of the
Head Office at Bombay. I of course exclude Congress. The
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announcement for the Simon Commission was made in August
1927. -I1was generally in Jhansi from then until- March 1929,
Almost all sections of the people at Jhansi worked for the boy-
cott of the Commission. At first the politically minded people
of Jhansi had faith in the British Labour Party thinking them
friendly towards them but on the appointment of the Simon
Commission they lost faith. I remember that 2 members of the
British Trade Union Congress came to India after that
aunouncement, Messrs Purcell and Hallsworth. I had talk with
others at Jhansi about their coming before they came. We
thought that the British Labour Party had co-operated with the
Government in the appointment of the Simon Commission and

therefore they would not do anything for Labour in Indja. Kadam
mentioned to me that he wanted to go to the Cawnpore Trade

Union Congress Session. He did not mention any. particular
object. '

I remember a meeting” on 6-2-28 in connection with the
G. I. P. Railway workers. I was President of the meeting. The
object of that meeting was that our Union which was founded in
1918 was somewhat dormant and we wanted to reorganise it and
make it a branch of the Bombay .G. I. P. Railwaymen’s Union at
Bombay. So we were in communication with Jhabwala accused
who was its Secretary. I and my co-workers had founded the
@G. 1. P. Railway workers' Union, Jhansi. Kadam was present at’
the meeting on 6th February. He had joined me in the work
some time in middle of 1927. He was not an office-bearer. In
that meeting he was electad Secretary and I was re-elested Pre-
sident. I know Kadam accused’s handwriting. The 3 draft
telegrams in D 841 are in Kadam’s hand. They are invitations
issued for the Provincial Political Conference in 1928, Kadam
accused wag discussing with me for some time what Communism
was. I am a Maratha, Kadam accused does not speak or under-
stand Marathi. Iknow the author of D 838 by reputation. He
is an advocate of Cow-protection and this is a book on that sub-
ject. D619is anotice of a meeting of the District Congress
Committee. Kadam’s name is on it as Joint Sacretary. Itis
written by Ram Nath Duivedi whose writing I know and he was
the Joint Secretary also. P 428 is a notice of 4 meetings at
Jhansi including the Political Conference and the Kisan Mazdur
one. A resolution on the Nehru Committee Report was passed
at the Kisan Mazdur Conference. There was also one about the
Boycott of the Simon Commission. . The Nehru Committee
Report was discussed only in so far as it guaranteed the rights of
landholders, Kisans and traders, and the Simon Commission in
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reference to the non-representation of kisans and labourers on it.
I have read through P 1445 (1). It is not at all a correct account,
of the Conference (Kisan Mazdur). The resolutions were not
worded as shown in this document and of the 5 subjects covered
by these resolutions only 2 were actually discussed. Subjects
Nos. 1 and 3 were not discussed at all and resolutions on the sub-
jects dealt with in 2. 4 and 5 were not worded like this. There
were resolutions on other subjects as well such as one praying to
the Government for Takavi, Nehru Report. -

There was no organisation at Jhansi called the Young
Comrades League. Unless it were a secret society no public
organisation could be started at Jhansi without my knowing.
- Kadam was one of the delegates from Jhansi to the Catcutta
Session of the Indian National Congress. After the Calcutta
Session the Working Committee asked that there should be a
National Week to popularise the Nehru Report among the
masses by holding meetings. There was a meeting held at
Jhansi and several in the district. I do not remember the date
exactly. It was in March 1929. I was present and Kadam was
the president of the meeting. The meeting passed a resolution
supporting the Nehru Committee. I was asked to bring the pro-
ceedings of the District and Town Congress Committee but [
have not been able to trace them. I asked Krishna Gopal
Sharma who said they were seized by the Police in 1929 in
connection with this case. The names of the speakers in P 1445
" (1)do not appear to me correct except myself, Lakshmi Narain
and Jhabwala. The other names are incorrect. I know P. C.
Joshi accused. He came to my house during the Political Con-
ference to see my nephew Balkishan Damodar Dhulekar. He did
not take any part in either conference that is either the Political
or the Kisan -Mazdur. He was not invited to either. Later on
Lakshmi Narain Sharma was also made a Joint Secretary of the
Railwaymen’s Union because membership increased and we had
. to open another office. I and Kadam and others after discussion
amongst ourselves sugzested the name of Jhabwala as President
of the Kisan Mazdur Conference. He was selected as a prom™n-
ent worker and Congressman and Secretary of the Bombay
G. 1. P. Railwaymen’s Union Head Office. He belonged then
to one of the Ward Congress Committees in Bombay.

By Ghosh accused. At the Gauhati Session the President
was Srinewas Iyengar ex-Advocate QGeneral of Madras. Ire-
member that a resolution was put fromn the chair and passed for
disseminating correct information in ‘foreign countries and
appointinz Jawahar Lal Nehru to represent ITndia in Oppressed
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Nations Conference. (A resolution shown {o witness but no copy
tendered). There was a heated discussion on the Khaddar fran-
chise in that session. I know both Nimbkar and Joglekar
accused. They were both present at Gauhati Session and were
on the All India Congress Committee as was I. Mr. Joglekar -
opposed the Khaddar franchise resolution (Question objected to
by Nunbkar but objection disallowed). So far as I remember he
said he was in favour of KXhaddar and wore it himself but he did
not, support it for others because he thought it would be a diffi-
culty in the way of those who wore mill cloth but were ready to
join the Congress. :

I know the book shown to me. It is a report of the
Congress Session at Gauhati. 1 first saw it 4 or 5 months after
the Congress. I was at that time able to remember what bhad
happened at the Gauhati Sessions. I could in the case of some
resolutions in which I was interested at that time have said if
there were errors or mistakes in reporting the speeches. This
resolution and the speeches were among those in which I was so
interested that I would have noticed any mistakes. I believed
the report to be correct when I read it.

X XN. By Nimbkar with reference to application of section
.159. The report of the Gauhati Session was published in 1928.
(Ruled that the document can not be used for refreshing memory
as witness’s answers show that he could not at the time of read-
ing the report have been in a position to remember and know
that the report of the words used by Joglekar accused was
correct). Accused asks no further question in cross-examination
in chief.

In reading out witness says he did not admit he was a
speaker. '

{(No other accused wishes to examine the witness as his
witness).

Sd. R. L. YOREE.
30-1-32,

XXN. Ry Crown. Except for a fow minutes I was present
throughout the proceedings of the Jhansi Mazdur Kisan Con-
ference. I heard the speech of Jhabwala accused. There was
nothing in it that struck me as being little out of the ordinary
way of saying things at Congress meetings. There were some
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political subjects discussed, from the economic point of view.
Russia was mentioned. All that was said was that there was a
Labour Movement in Russia also. He did not deal with Russia
particularly at all. He included it with all the other countries of
the world. I have seen the printed copies of his speech but not
read it. I saw the printed copies of the speech during the Con-
ference. Some one in the joint office gave it to the press.
‘Kadam did not speak to me about the speech. I do not know if
he was dissatisfied on a particular point and wanted an explana-
tion from Mr. Jhabwala. I have seen a copy of Kadam’s state-
ment to the Court outside the Court. Iknew it was hisstatement
because it was his statement. I do not remember who showed it
to me.- There were several witnesses present but I do not know
their names. I saw it but T did not read it. 1 saw the beginning
and so I learned it was his statement. Learning it was his I
dropped it because I thought that I should not read it. I did not
want to prejudice my mind in any one’s favour. Kadam and I
did not discuss the evidence I was going to give before I came
into the witness box. He knew that I knew all about him. He
said I was president of the Union and a Congress worker and I
should say all I knew about.him. I did some work in the G.IL.P.
Railwaymen’s Union office. I went to the office every week or so
to look through the papers. Papers were put up before me and
T saw those papers. I also sometimes looked at documents which
were not put before me. Ireceived a sample copy of Kranti. I
had not seen these copies P 1440, of Kranti either inthe G.1.P.
Union office. Nor did I ever see the issue of 23-2-23. On his
attention being drawn to the article headed Betrayal of Railway
workers in Kranti of 23-2-29, printed speech of Jhabwala P 292,
speech as reported P 1093 and Kadam’s statement in this Court
witness: I still say that Jhabwala made no mention of Soviet in
his speech at the Jhansi Conference. Nor did he say anything
about Bolshevism. The mottoes at this Congress were put up by
Congress purely. Motto No. 4 in P 1094 is not representative of
- all section of the Congress. It represents the views of that
section which thinks there should be no landlords and no rich
people. I did not attend the Meerut Conference, I had a talk
with K. G. Sharma, about the formation of a Workers’ and
Peasants’ Party at Meerut. So far as my knowledze goes I
know that there was no party formed at Meerut. 1 saw some
thing in Krantikari that a party had been formed, and therefore
T spoke to Krishan/ Gopal Sharma. He also had not gone to
Meerut. Iusedto get Krantikari regularly. It does not purport
to be the prominent national weekly paper of the Workers' and
Peasants’ Party but the paper of the Peasants’ and Workers'
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organisation. I read the article on page 10 of No. 2 of Krantikari
dated 24-11-28 P 431 entitled U.P. and Delhi Mazdur Kisan Dal
or Workers' and Peasants’ Party, when I received the paper. I
know both Krishan Gopal Sharma and Lakshmi Narain Sharma
well. I talked to Krishan Gopal about this. He is at Jhansi
now. He has not received any suminons as a witness. I used to
read Krantikari sometimes but I was not interested in it. I did
not go to Calcutta for the Indian National Congress. ‘I do not
know if he went for the All India Workers’ and Peasants’ Con-
ference. I think Lakshmi Narain went to the Congress. I do
not know if he went to the All India Workers’ and Peasants’ Confer-
ence. I am sure Krishan Gopal did not go as a delegate to the.
All India Workers' and Peasants’ Party Conference. I had
talked te Krishan Gopal about the Party bat not about the Con-
ference. So far as I can remember Krishan Gopal did not go to
Calcutta. In photograph P 460 I recognise Ajudhia Prasad
accused, on his left a man from Jhansi whose face only I know,
then Kadam, then Lakshmi Narain Sharma and then Joshi
accused.

Sd. R.L. YORKE.
29-1-82.

Apart from myself, Kadam, and Lakshmi Narain the only
other office-bearer in the Railwaymen’s Union was one Din -
Mohammad Vice Chairman, a railway employee. P. C. Joshi did
not stay with me in October. He stayed in one of the houses
arranged for delegates and visitors (added in reading over) for the
Conference. I had not known he was coming. I did not know
he had written to people beforehand saying he was to be found
at my house. He had no talk with me about thie Conference. He
did not express any views tome. Ido not remember the occur-
rence of Lenin Day on January 21st 1929. I know from news-
papers that it is celebrated by certain people. I do not know if
it was celebrated by certain people in Jhansi that year. I do not
remember to have read that in Krantikari. I do not know that
Krishana Gopal Sharma spoke at a Lenin Day meeting.. Shown
Krantikari P 431 dated 28-1-29 page 2; I never saw that
para about the celebration of Lenin Day. Rameswar
Prasad Sharma mentioned in it is a Congressman® and
editor of the Sahas. I do not know any connection between
Har Prasad Singh of Banda (M, L. C. at one. time for Hamirpur)
and Jhansi. Pt. Gangadhar Aushde Vaidya of Jhansi is a physic-
ian, He is the same person as Gangadhar Nilkant Aushde. I
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know a Parsi called Rustamjee at Jhansi. He is a Congressman.
He was a student, a young man. I do not know if he had any-
thing to do with the Kisan Mazdur Sabha. Mr. Saklatwala

visited Jhansi I remember, when he toured India. I have no
_ idea of the date.

REXXN. My reasons for saying that no Workers' and
Peasants’ Party was formed at Meerut are first that there was no
office at Jhansi. I never visited Meerut. The talk I had with
Krishna Gopal about that was that when I read the report in
the Krantikari I asked him, what is this ? You are mentioned
here as Branch Secretary; what does it mean ? 1 tried to ascer-
tain whether the report was correct. My opinion was that there
was no party formed there.

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. Yorke.
80-1-32.

D.W, 12.

Rai Sahib Chandrika Prasad, on S.A. For Thengde and
Mukherjee. 74. Residence Ajmer. For Thengde. I retired in
1914. Before that I was in the service of the B. B. C. I. Railway,
as Asst: Traffic Superintendent. I became Rai Sahib in 1908. 1
have been a member of the A.I T. U. C.since 1921 and was
President in 1926-7. D 145 (32)is a copy of my Presidential
speech at Delhi. It is not quite as delivered as a portion waa
modified just before delivery. It is substantially correct. Ialso
know the All India Railwaymen's Federation. I was President

“of the first Conference of All-India Railwaymen at which the
Federation was founded. The Federation used to issue Bulletins
like. D 478 and I may have received this one. 1 know D. R.
Thengde. He was President of the A. I. T. U, C. once and was
my colleague in it, from 1925 to his arrest. I was present at the
Session of the T. U. C. at which Thengde was President. D 115
(18) is a copy of Thengde's Presidential address. I received a
copy at the time and believe it to he a correct account of the
speech which he delivered. I attended with him a number of
meetings of the Congress and of the Executive Committee. He
took part in. the deliberations. I do not say that he took any
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particular line. 1 never disagreed with Thengde. Generally our
views were in consonance. I do not remember our ever voting
on different sides. I attended one or 2 Executive Committee
meetings every year. Generally 2 or 3 Executive Committee
meetings were held every year. | do not remember the last
Executive Committee meeting we both attended. Ithink he was
at Jharia. There was also a meeting of the A. 1. R. Federation
at Jharia. I presided. I know the East Indian Railway Union.
As far as I remember that union was not affiliated to the All
- India Railway Federation at that time. Only representatives of
affiliated unions which have paid their affiliation fees have the .
right to vote at themeetings of the All India Railway Federation.
That rule was applied at Jharia as it was always. It is quite
possible that E. I R. Upion people attended the meeting. I
remember one, Mr. K. C. Mittra doing so. I know him as
General Secretary at Asansol or somewhere of the E. I. R. Union.
I do not remember anything special about his attendance. I do
not remnember if he spoke. I know Banarjee accused. I saw
him several times at meetings of the Federation as representa-
tive of the E. I. Railwaymen, I think I saw him at Jharia at
the All India Railway Federation. By Mukherjee. Owing to -
my meeting with Mr. Ramsay MacDonald in 1909 I came into
the Labour Movement. I have travelled in Europe and England.
I met Labour leaders there. I first saw Dr. Mukherjee in- 1921
at the 1st Conference of All India Railwaymen at Bombay. He
took a leading part in the proceedings. I saw bim again at the
Bombay meeting in 1925, at Cawnpore 1927, at Gorakhpur in
1928. He took a leading part at all these places. He was
throughout a genuine constitutional trade unionist. I presided
over the Railwaymen's Conference at Gorakhpur in Januvary
1928. I delivered at a Presidential address which is contained
in D 191 (6). I was invited by Dr. Mukherjee as General Secre-
tary of the B. N. W. R. Association and the members of the
Committee. Dr. Mukherjee was Chairman of the Reception
Committee. He also gave an address as Chairman of the Re-
ception Committee which is also contained in that report at page
7. I met with all a large number of Railwaymen present at the
meeting. A procession was also taken through the town. The
Railwaymen called Dr. Mukherjee Deshbakht. Literally that
means Devotee of the country. Mukherjee was a member of the
Executive Committee of the All India Trade Union Congress.
Mukherjee gave me general co-operation in these meetings. We
* were in correspondence in Union matters up to the time of his
arrest. He took my advice now and then on Union matters.

By Ghosh. I know Mr. A.P. Dube Barrister at Law of
(9)



Allahabad. He lived at 10 Edmonstone Road. The letter shown
to me D 734 is one written by me in my own hand. It was in
reply to a letter received from Ghosh accused a typed letter; I
may have that letter the original I received. I have not des-
troyed any papers. It was a typed letter in which only my name
and the signature were in longhand but I cannot say if it was a
circular letter.

I am in correspondence with Mr. V. V. Giri. I know the
signatures on D 291 and 292 to be those of Mr. Giri. I know
Mr. A. P. Dube's writing and can say that D 268 is written by
him. I kdow Mr. M. Daud, and his handwriting. D 244 bears
his signature. I know Mr. B. Shiva Rao and his handwriting.
D 165 (8) and D 165 (9) bear his signature and the latter also his
description in his own hand.

( No other accused will examine the witness as his own
witness ).

XXN. By Crown. 1 do not remember a Mr. P. Gladding at
the A.I. T. U. C. at the 1925 Bombay Session, nor do I recollect
any particular European attending that Congress. Shown D 623:
I remember some of these Ginwala, Thengde, Mukherjee. I
canot say that all the important persons were sitting down. A
good many of those sitting were important. 1 recognise D 399
as the official report of the Delhi All India Trade Union Congress
session. I cannot vouch for its correctness. The Secretary alone
can. I remember a resolution No. 3 about China being discussed.
I took no active part and dont remember anything about the
discussion, or who brought it forward. I was added to the Sub
Committee for drafting a Constitution for India as a member to
represent with them the A.IL T. U, C. at the All Parties Con-
vention. I went to tha Calcutta mesting of the All Parties Con-
vention. I dont think Mr. Thengde was there. I know
Thengde's writing. Seeing P. 806 page 9 witness said: I still
dont remember seeing him there or hearing him say anything.
That book is in his writing. Thengde was not to my knowledge
concerned in the A. I R.F. He did not attend the A. I. R. F.
at Jharia.

No question in Rexxn.

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
30-1-32,
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D.W. 13

Harihar Nath Shastri. on S.A. Kayasth. Life Member of
Servants of the People Society, Residence, Cawnpore.

I recognise the handwriting of page 19 of D. 205. It is Dr.
Mukerjee's. On seeing this paper I remember that I reccived
that telegram. It was in response to an invitation, sent by me.
I identify my own writing and signature on the letters D. 190
subnumbers 24, 27, 80, 34, 41, 45, 46, 47, 66, 71, 77, 80, 82, 86 and
91. These are all letters which I wrote to Mukerjee accused. I
am a Congressman. I am also a Trade Unionist. I do remem-
ber that Dr. Mukerjee and some other persons formed a group on
the ALT.U.C. I was Secretary of the Reception Committee of
the Cawnpore Session of the A.LT.U.C. Late Ganesh Shankar
Vidyarthi was Chairman of the Reception Committee. Mukerjee
accused was one of the Vice Chairman. A provisional Committee
of the U.P.T.U.C. was formed after that Cawnpore Session.
Afterward it became a branch of the A.LT.U.C. after a year.
The fact that it was to be such a branch was mentioned in the
constitution of the U.P.T.U.C. That constitution was framed by
myself and Mukerjee jointly. It was framed on the same lines
as the constitution of thé A.LT.U.C. There was a proposal
between me and Mukerjee to tour the province in connection
with the Trade Union work. Once or twice I invited Mukerjee
-accused to address meetings of the mill workers at Cawnpore.
He did so once, after the Cawnpore A.LT.U.C. session. The
subject was organisation of workers. He stressed the organi-
sation and betterment of the economic conditions of workers and
ryoting out of social evils. The U.P.T.U.C. had representation
of the U.P.P.C.C. Mukerjee was a member of the United Pro-
vince Provincial Congress Committee and the All India Congress
Committee. Mukerjee was a member of the U.P.P.C.C. and the
A.1.C.C. up to the date of his arrest. I was not invited to attend
the session of the All India W. & P.P. Calcutta. I did receive
an invitation to attend Workers’ Conference at Meerut.

By Ghose. I dont remember receiving any letter from
Ghose accused in my capacity as Secretary of the Reception
Committee of the A.IT.U.C. at Cawnpore. Nor do I recollect
if I received one from the Secretary Bengal Trade Union Feder-
ation. T issued a notice to persons concerned to who wished to
move any resolution to give notice with copies to the Secretary
a fortnight before the beginning of the session. 1 do not remem-
ber whether I have any letter of Ghose's in my possession.
I have some recollection of the resolutions at the Cawnpore



Congress and who moved them. There was one about Simon
Commission. Inthe E.C. there were 2 resolutions but after a hot
discussion Mr. Chamanlal came out with a 8rd Resolution which
was accepted by the mover of the 1st resolution. . Perhaps
Kishorilal Ghose accused was the mover of the 1si resolution.
The mover of the 2nd was Dange accused. He also accepted the
proposition of Mr. Chamanlal. It was probably Kishorilal Ghose
who moved the resolution in the open session of the Congress,
I dont know who seconded the resolution.

. By Kadam. Letters D. 735 and 736 were written by me to
Kadam accused. I once received a letter from Kadam asking
me to allow him to attend the All India Trade Union Congress
as a visitor, I issued the invitation asked for. He attended that
gession, I was once present at an interview between Kadam
accused and N. M. Joshi during the Cawnpore Congress. Kadam
asked Mr, Joshi for his advice in connection with organising the
Railway workers at Jhansi. Mr. Joshi expressed his sympathy
and advised Kadam to correspond with Jhabwala in the matter.

For Banerjee. There was a social party at the Pratap office
a day or two after the Congress was over. It was on the invita-
tion of the Chairman of the Reception Committee Mr. Vidyarthi.
He was the editor of the Pratap. All the delegates who still
remained at that time were invited. Most of the delegates had
gone. home by that time. A group photograph was taken of the .
delegates who attended the function., That group was reproduced
in the Pratap. P 992 is a copy of it.

No other accused will examine the witness.

XXN. Idid not attend the Delhi A.I'T.U.C. Session. I was
a delegate from the Cawnpore Mazdur Sabha to the A.LT.U.C.
I was the General Secretary of the Provincial Committee of the
U.P.T.U.C. and we discussed its formation a day or2 after the
AILT.U.C. We met twice at my residence. I live in Cawnpore.
I was invited to the party at the Pratap office but I could not go.
The invitations for that party were sent through me. The
T.U.C. affairs had been finished by them, some 2 days before.
I have seen Puran Chandra Joshi once, at Cawnpore. He came
to Cawnpore in the year 1928, apparently as a student to know
something about the Labour movement by practical study. He
gathered certain information from me about the activities of the.
Muzdur Sabha. He did not ask me to help him in ecarrying on
organisation. He expressed a desire that after his studies were
over he wanted to join the labour movement. 1 do not remember
if he said anything about Meerut. I was not aware that he had
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anything to do with Meernt. I did not know that he had come
from Meernt and did not ask him anything about Meerut. I
was asked to the Jhansi Conference and went to it. ' I mean in
-connection with the Political Conference but I also attended - the
Muzdur Kisan Conference. I heard most of the proceedings
at it. That was after Joshi had seen me. Jhabwala was presid-
ing. Isaw Joshi there. He was living ih the same -camp in
which 1 was living that is the United Provinces Political Con-
ference camp. I heard Jhabwala’s presidential speech. I dont
. remember to have heard the concluding speech. I did not see the
printed copy of Jhabwala’s speech. A reference was made to
Russia along with several other foreign countries. I met Mr.
Dhulekar here yesterday but was not allowed to talk to him. He
said that workers in other countries were much better off than
workers in India in various respects, wages etec. That was the
only reference to Russia that he made. I dont remember if he
referred to what had taken place in Russia. He spoke in Hindi
which I understand. He did not speak about revolt in Russia.
I dont remember if he said that the means of your liberation
consists in the example set by Russia. He never said money had
come from Russia to help workers in India.

No accused claims a right of crossxxn,
No REXXN. -
Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. Yorxe.
80-1-82.

DW. 14.

G. Sethi on S.A. Meeh:mical Engmeer Jamshedpur. -
For Ghose.

wrote a letter to Ghose accused from Edinburgh about September
. 1927, Isent him a printed copy of the Presidential address
delivered at the British T.U. d annual session held ab Edmburgh
that year. D. 219 is either the copy I sent bim or ‘another copy
of the same thing. These coples were distributed to the dele-
gates just before the President started deli’vermg his address. I
was following the address in the copy. ABs far as I remember

The letter shown to me%D. 737 is in my handwriting. I



there were no difterence between the printed address and the
address actually given by the President. I was presest as a
fraternal delegate from the A.ILT.U.C. I was at that time a
member of the Executive Council of the A.I.T.U.C. I represent-
ed the Jamshedpur Labour Association, of which I wasin 1927
the Honorary General Secretary. I held that office up to
October 1928 from 1921. In 1927 and again in 1929 I visited
Geneva as adviser to the workers delegaics of India. Ghose
accused visited Jamshedpur on several occasions. He came at
least 2 or 3 times in 1928. It was on the invitation of the Labour
Association Executive Committee. It was in order to bring
about the settlement of the dispute, as a strike was ‘going on.
The E.C. had invited Mr. N, M. Joshi, Mr. M. K. Bose, President
of the Bengal Trade Union Federation, Ghose and a few other .
leaders, including Mr. Giri. This was about the middle of July.
Mr. Joshi was presentat the time of Ghose's visit. Ghose
"accused came again about the beginning of August. Ghose
accused addressed some meetings and had interview with the
. General Manager, to put before him the grievances of the men
and bring about a settlement. I was present at the interview.
That is how I knew the purpose. 1 was present throughout the
open meetings of the Cawnpore A.LT.U.C. I remember a resolu-
tion being passed that the A.I.T.U.C. should boycott the Simon

Commission.

Most probably Diwan Chamanlal and Ghose either moved or
seconded that resolution. The President was Diwan Chaman
Lal. I moved an amendment to the Resolution that the British
Labour Party should be asked to withdraw their members from
the Commission. I was also present throughout the Jharia
session of the Congress, including the Executive Committee
meetings. I remember that Ghose accused made a statement
and appeal on behalf of the workers of Bauria at the E.C.
meeting. It was an E.C. meeting in the course of the Session
after a good deal of Business had been done, It was after a big
resolution had been passed for a one day strike as a protest
against the passing of the Public Safety and Trades Disputes
Bills then pending before the Assembly. He pointed out that it
‘was not: enough to pass big paper resolutions and here there were
16,000 people on strike at Bauria for the last several months, He
asked for a practical proof ‘of sympathy by contributing funds
towards their relief, through the A.LT.U.C. Representatives of
saveral unions came forward with offers of help. Ghose accused
suggested a particular procedure that all the money for this
purpose should be sent to the General Secretary of the A.LT.
U.C. at Bombay, who would send it on to Ghose. All the money

( 147)



i

must come through the A.LT.U.C. At the Cawnpore Session
a Sub Committee was appointed to draft a Labour Constitution
for the Government of the Country. I was a member of that
Sub Committee. No meeting of the Sub Committee was held
till at Jharia some of the members met in a hurry informally and
discused the matter. The members who then met were Diwan
Chamanlal, Ghose accused, myself, Spratt accused, and may be
one or 2 more. One was Mr. Daud. The All Parties Convention
was then just about to be held at Calcutta. The AILT.U.C. had
just passed a resolution advocating the establishment of a Social-
ist republic in India. Or perhaps I am wrong and the resolution
was passed after this informal meeting. The Sub Committee
along with delegates one from each union not exceeding 60 in
all were authorised to place that resolution before the All Parties
Convention. The Sub Committee held its informal meeting while the
E.C. was sitting. The resolution of the A. L. T. U. C. as ultimately
adopted was the result of the informal meeting. That resolution
was moved in the open session by Mr. Daud or Diwan Chamanlal.
Either Diwan Chamanlal or Ghose accused saconded that resolu-
tion. Usually when a resolution is moved from the chair it re-
quires no seconder. Mr. Daud was the President that year. 1
received a letter from Ghose accused expressing his views about
the working of the various groups in the Jharia Conference
about the end of January or middle of February. I have not got

the letter here. Nor have I got it in my possession. I destroyed

it. Ghose spoke of a group which was well organised and able
in spite of not being in a majority to get what it wanted and .of
another lot of members who were in a majority but not organis-
ed. He suggested that we might have a meeting of some of those
members to organise ourselves into a group. 1 dont remember
if he referred to a particular party. I recogunise D. 305 the
official report of the Jharia A. I. T. U. C. session. I received it
some time about April 1929. I read the report and found it to
be substantially correct. A message from Mr. C. F. Andrews
was read out. There was at one time a proposal to affiliate the

" Jamshedpur Labour Association and the Indian Colliery

Employees Association to the Bengal Trade Union Federation
and form one organisation to be called the Bengal and Behar
T.U.F. Ican'tbe certain whether Ghose made a speech in,
connection with the Socialist Republic resolution at the Jharia
Congress. I remember Ghose having & hoarse voice at Jharia.

(No other accused will examine this witness as his witness).

XXN. By Crown Counsel. I have been connected with the
A.L T.U. C. from 1921 onwards and on the E, C. from 1922 up



to July 1931. I am not on it now. I have not attended all the
Congresses. I attended at Bombay in 1925, Delhi 1927, Cawnpore,
Jharia. In D. 623 I recognise the following sitting on chairs
from the right Jhabwala accused; Hasan from Lahore, then
some one-l dont know, Mr. Kirk, Mr. N. M. Joshi; R. S. Chandrika
Prasad, then Thengde the President, Mr. Bole, Mr. Ginwala.
Mr. Aiyar, then some one I dont know by name or face, then
Mr. Sarkar, and then Dr. Mukherjee. No. 3 from the right 1
dont know at all. I know 11 out of 13. No. 3 must be a mill
manager or some one else to see the proceedings and put down in
the chair because perhaps hée was very friendly to Mr. Joshi.
I know of no other reason. Asfar as ¥ remember he could not
have been a guest invited by the A. I. T.U. C. What I mean is
that as far as I remember he was not a guest of the A. L. T. U. C,
Mb>st probably there were no official guests invited by the
A I T.U.C. I say there were no official guests because till
then they had no outside connection or correspondence with
outside people. No. 3 from the other end or no. 11. I cant say
- if he is & European or not (note: this answer refers to the gentle-
man no. 3 from the left and wearing spectacles). (Mr. Sinha
objects that when the witness says he does not know this person
the question “can you suggest any reason why this gentleman
should be sitting there” does not arise. I can only say that
I dont agree and overule the objection) Witness answers: No.
I dont rémember the. name of a Mr. P. Gladding as a person
who aftended this session at Bombay in 1925. As far as my
iemory now goes I dont remember meeting any European
Trade Unionist exeept Mr. Kirk in 1925. I remember Mr.
Saklatwala being up at Delhi. I was not present at any small
meeting if any which Mr. Saklatwala addressed. In reading
over witness says he also said “ if at all it was held. ” I did
" not attend any private meeting outside the Congress which
Mr. Saklatwala addressed. At the time I received Ghose’s letter
- I did not think it important enough to keep it so I dostroyed it
after some time. After coming to this court I came to think it
important. Up to that moment I had not thought any more
about it. I answered that letter.

By Bradley. 1 dont remember that any resolution to the
effect that the money for the Banria strikers be sent to Mr. N. M.
Joshi and redirected was passed. If there was one it must be in
the official report.

By Nimbkar. The Bengal Juteworkers Assoeiation was
affiliated to the A'L.T.U.C.
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Mr. S1nha wishes Tor permission t0 ask the witness if Saklat-
wala addressed any small meeting at Delhi. It is evident that
if the witness did not attend any such meeting he cannot know.
He has not proved any such meetmg The question is unnecess-
ary and I refnse permission.

Read and admitted correct.
Sd. R.L. YORKE.
‘ 1-2-32,

D.W. ‘15
B. Bindyabasini Prasad, Advocate, Gorakhpur on S.A. 41.

I have been a Congressman about 20 years. I have known
Mukherjee accused about 256 years, On March 20, 1929 I was
President of the Gorakhpur District Congress Committee and
Mukherjee accused was the General Secretary. Mahatma -
Gandhi was according to the original plans to have visited
Gorakhpur in May 1929. We had reeeived such instructions
from the All India Congress Committee and the U.P. Provincial
Congress Committee and Mr. Sitla Sahai came from the Ashram.
to make arrangements for the tour. The District Congress Com-
mittee was entrusted with the local arrangements and the res-
ponsible persons were the President and the General Secretary.
I passed an order that the Secretary should arrange for pro-
paganda and other necessary arrangements. Correspondence
was accordingly carried on with the Tahsil Congress Committee’s.
The District Congress Committee arranged for propaganda
meoetings and Mukherjee addressed such meetings, in 1929, I
" was told that Dr. Mukherjee was assaulted in a village in the
district in about September 1928 and I subsequently saw marks
on his body. I did preside over a meeting held in Ismail Park
in which a resolution was passed offering sympathy to Dr.
Mukherjee and admiring his coirage in sustaining the assault
without retaliation. I was the legal adviser of the B.N.W. Rail-
waymen's Association. There was an organisation in Gorakhpur
called the Divisional Mazdur Kisan Sabha but I was not a
member of it. I know of no_organisation called the Workers’
and Peasants’ Party there. I think Lenin's Day has never been
celebrated in QGorakhpur. I know the handwriting of Sitla
Sahai mentioned above. I recognise it in D 206 page 4. I kuow
Babu Ram Ghulam Sahai of Deoria for some 10 years. He was



President of the Deoria Tahsil Congress Committee. I know
his handwriting. D 204 page 7 bears his signature. I know
Pt. Changur Tirpathi of Barhaj Bazar. I know his handwriting.
The whole of P 204 page 2 is in his handwriting. I know
Mukherjee accused’'s Hindi writing. D 203 page 9 is in that
writing, so is page 10, 11, 12, 18. So are D 202 page 1, 5, 6, 11,
signature on page 12 and 14 and 15. D 202 page 16 is in Sitla
Sahai's Hindi writing which I know. D 199 (20) is in Mukherjee’s
Hindi writing.

- By Ghose accused. I know Mukherjee’'s English handwriting.

The 2 lines of writing on Photograph P 1383 below the photo
are in his handwriting. ‘

(No other accused wishes to examine witness as his witness).

XXN. By Crown Counsel. When I spoke of celebration of
Lenin Day I referred to celebration by public meeting big or
small, If it was a meeting of any real consequence I ought from
my public positicn to have known of it. If the publicity was bad
and if it was a verysmall meeting or say a fuas fiasco I might
not have known about it.

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. Yorkx.
1-2-32.

D.W. 16.

Kali Das Bhattacharya on S. A, Homeopathic Doctor,
Brahman, 45, Residence Bhatpara. For Banerji I used to prac-
tise as doctor in Bhatpara but do so now in Bankura. I practised
 at Bhatpara from 1921 to end of 1923. T was also doing the

Trade Union work at Bhatpara. There was Trade Union there.
" 1 started the Trade Union work in 1923. I was also an employee
in a mill up to 1924. When I was working in the mill I joined a
Union called the Gauripur Works Employees Association and in
consequence they dismissed me.. I did not leave the Union when
I was dismissed. That Union was organised by Mrs. Santosh
Kumari Gupta whowas conducting a strike there. Shewas helped
by a man called Satya Narain Chattarji. The work I used to do
in the Union was to enlist members, sella paper called Sramik, of
which Santosh Kumari Gupta was editor and I also used to con-
tribute. I Enow of a Union called Naddea Millworkers Union.
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1 or 2 or 3 of my friends together organised the Union. I know
of Reliance Labour Union also. This Union also was organised
by me. Those Unions existed only for a year and a half or so.
Then they were all amalgamated into one, called the Benga.l
Juteworkers’ Association. That began its existence from the 1st
January 1925. Juteworkers of all mills were its members. The
first President was Mani Mohan Mukherjee pleader. I do mnot
remember if there was a General Secretary but the Secretary
then was Sideshwar Chattarji. I do not exactly remember but I
might have been one of the Joint Szcretaries or Vice President.
D 68 is a booklet which I wrote. It relates to matters of interest
to the B. J. W. A. and gives at the end the list of officebearers of
the B. J. W. A, for 1925 and 1926. Both are correct. For 1925
I am described as Secretary and Sideshwar Chatterjee as
General Secretary. No one else took an interest in the Union in
1926. At the end of 1925 Shib Nath Banerjee came. He was
introduced by Mrs. Gupta and Mr. Subodh Roy. Mr. Roy said he
was busy in Calcutta and could not come but Mr. Banerjee had
been to Europe and had experience and would do us well and we
could have him if we liked. Thereupon I asked Shib Nath Babu
if he would be willing to come and he said yes but he could not
come at once for good but he would come now and then and
would also give us publicity by writing in the papers about the
activities and condition of the workers. He did us alot of work
besides publicity in accident cases getting compensation. He
used to write in Sramik and also in Atma Shakti and Forward.
He had nothing else to do with Sramik. I knew Maessrs
Johnstone and Sime. Sometime in 1926 in October or November
they came £0 Calcutta where I went and saw them and they
visited Bhatpura. I heard that Sime was Secretary of the Dundee
Jute and Flaxworkers Union. They came to study the workers’
conditions of living and work. Shib Nath Babu and Mrs. Gupta
and I helped them a lot in their enquiry and were always with
them. After inquiring into the conditions of the workers they
said that they found that in comparison with the condition of
workers in the jute area in their country the condition of the
jute workers in India were terrible. They asked us to organise
the Union and make it a very strong union. They said if you
will organise this union well we will promise to help you. They
did help us by giving us money several times whenever we asked
for it, sometime 100, or 200 or 300 rupees, The last time was in

1928 during the Bauria strike when we sent a telegram and got
some money. '

Sd. R. L. YorxkE.
1/2/32.



"Continued on S. A, They used to give publicity to the
activities of the Union by publishing in their paper the Forward
and in handbills of which copies were received by us. They also
published an appeal for money. I recognise D 65 which I have
seen. This sort of Pamphlet we received. Sime sent them. He
sent us many copies not only of-this but of others. I understand
English a little but Mr. Sideswar Chatterji and others explained
‘tl__le whole .of D 656 to me. There are some mistakes in the
- pamphlet. I pointed them out then. For instance on page 17 it
was not. correct that the B.J. W, A. had conducted 9 strikes.
The statements about grievances of workers and their conditions
are generally correct. Only 2 strikes were conducted by the
B.J. W. A, others were before its foundation. Personally I
took part in almost all the strikes. Of the rest 3 were conducted
one each by Naddea Juteworkers’ Union, Gauripur Union and
Reliance Labour Union. In the others the workers came to me
and I conducted them before the Unions came into existence. I
go there after strike began. (This last by witness in English)
After Johnstone and Sime went away from Bhatpura Shib Nabh
Babu stayed a couple of days and then went away. After a few
days I went to Shib Nath at Calcutta and asked him to join the
Union. It was because Johnstone and Sime had asked Shib Nath
in my presence to join the Union. Shib Nath then came and
joined the Union. At first he used to look after the Compensation
cases in Calcutta, going there from Bhatpura. D 738 is a letter
written by me to Shib Nath (December 23, 1925). In January
1926 the next election of B. J. W. A. office bearers took place.
Shib Nath Babu was elected General Secretary I proposed him.
I was also one of the Secretaries. In 1926 Shib Nath and I and
Sideshwar Chattarji were the persons ‘controlling the Union or
Association. Its chief work was fighting compensation cases and
cases for the realisation of wages, running a school, cooperative
society, recreation club, holding workers’ meetings. Meetings
were addressed by me usually and Shib Nath and Sideshwar -
occasionally. In October or November Shib Nath went to
Calcutta. He said he could not secure an employment and must
go there. Isaw him there. There he secured some private tuition.
Tt might be in December or in January I saw him. After that he
could not come to help the Association, except occasionally. In
January 1927 the election of office bearers took place. There was
no General Secretary in 1927. None was elected. I was Presi-
dent. There were 2 Secretaries that year Shib Nath Banarjee and
Sideshwar Chattarjee most probably. Shib Nath only came once
or twice on Sunday, and otherwise he could not take part as he
had no time. At first Sideshwar Chatterjee and I managed all
the work but later about the middle of the year Gopendra

( 20 )



Chakravarty accused came and joined the Union. He came of his
own accord and said that I could get him employment there he
could attend to that and do the work of the Union too. We got .
him employment in the Naddea Jute Mill. He was not given any
office in the Union in 1927, but practically he used to do the
work of a Secretary. He went on working till about a month
before the searches for this case and then went away. In
January 1928 office-bearers for 1928 were elected. Gopendra
Chakravarty was then elected General Secretary and I was elect-
ed President. Shib Nath was only a member of the executive
Committee. We could not elect him Secretary because he him-
self said he could not find time. There is another reason. He
raised an objection because I was a member of the Peasants and
Workers Party of which he did not approve because he said by
joining that party our work may suffer. Letter D 668 isin my
handwriting and is mine. I wrote it to Shib Nath. He objected
when I became a member of the Executive Committee of the
P & W Party. That caused much difference of opinion between
us. Shib Nath said that if I joined the W & P Party our objects
would not be fulfilled and we would riot get any help from the
Congress or the Trade Union Congress. But I continued to be a
member of the P & W Party. I became a member of the Exec-
utive Committee of the P & W Party some time in 1927, I
joined the P & W Party because I thought there-was no harm.
On reading their circulars I thought we should get benefit from
them. Ihad seen a copy of Rule 8 & Regulations (P 549 (8))
before I became a member. ' I remember receiving a copy of the
letter shown tome P 416 (1) 2nd page. The original is in
office of the BJW.A. But the papers were taken away
by the police. I did not do anything at the time of its receipt.
Either Muzaffar Ahmad or Halim asked me afterwards
verbally at Calcutta to get the Union affiliated to the Party
I replied, let it be affiliated, I have no objection. That
was verbal too. I do not remember whether I have said
anything in writing. We separated from. the Bengal Trade
Union Federation because there was a struggle going on in it.
I. saw that some other Unions were afiiliating to the
Workers and Peasants Party so I thought it good to- affiliate
ours also. I came to know that our Union was affiliated when
the report was received. We never paid any affiliation fee. We
had no money and they also had none and did not demand any.
We got no pecunary or other help but they published our activit-
ies in their paper Ganavani, I was a member of Executive
. Committee of the P & W Party in my personal capacity.
At first I was an ordinary member of the Party. There was no
official electiony of any one to represent the B.J.W.A. on the



Executive Committee of the P. & W. Party. I do not know if
the P. & W. Party elected any one to represent the BJ.W.A. on
the Executive Committee of the P & W Party, I never paid any
subscription to the P & W Party either as a member of the
Party or of the Executive Committee. I used to go to Executive
Committee meetings sometimes. That was all I did except
write articles to the Ganavani and seli copies of Ganavani which
were sent to me. Sometimes I sold a few copies, can not re-
member how many. I also occasionally received a few leaflets
and booklets from the Party. I used to keep them in the office
where people sometimes saw them. I attended the Conference
of the P & W Party at Bhatpara in January or February 1928 or
even March. I and Gopendra Chakravarty made all the arrange-
ments for that Conference. Because 1 was a member of the
Executive Committee they asked me to make arrangements for
holding a Conference there. I did not take the initiative. The
B.J.W.A. did not have anything to do with the conference. Mr.
Atul Chandra Gupta presided over the Conference. After
the Conference I hardly did anything for the Party and also
kept myself aloof from it. It was because I found we were get-
ting no benefit from the Party because they were too busy with
their own affairs. After the Conference I took no part in the
Executive Committee meetings of the Workers and Peasants
Party. We had got no benefit and also by the affiliation Shib
Nath Banarjee was annoyed with me. Gradually the tension
was increasing. I resigned my membership of the Workers and
Peasants Party in 1929. I remember receiving the letter P 144
(D-Mittra). I have seen D 37 before, either this or another copy.
As indicated by the contents of P 144, D 37 was received along
with that letter. In reply to P 144 I sent a letter of resignation
by registered post. D 106 is that registered letter. I had sent
a letter of resignation on 16th February but they did not then
reply to me they sent me P 144 and D 37. I further told them
that there was no necessity to keep my Unions affiiliated. I do
. not remember if 1 did it in writing or verbally but if verbally it
must have been to Muzaffar Ahmad. The Workers and Peasants
Party did not exercise any control over the Bengal Jute
.Workers' Association while it was affiliated to the Party. They
never gave us any directions for work. The B.J.W.A. was also
affiiliated to the All India Trade Union Congress, and the
Bengal Trade Union Federation. The B.J.W.A. was affiliated
to the A.IT.U.C. that is we paid affiliation fees from 1925 to
1928 so far as my knowledge goes. Ican not say about 1929
because I was not in Bhatpara. We originally paid affiliation
fees to the B.T.U.F. and then stopped doing so when the dispute
was going on in it and began again doing so. 1d¢ not remember
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when we stopped paying. Nor do I recall the year when we
started again. The B.JJW.A. had a representative on the
Ezxecutive Committee of the ALT.U.C. I donotrememberwho
-was in which year but once I was and once Shib Nath was.and
once Sideshwar Babu was. I remember that at an Executive
Committee meeting of the B.J.W.A. on 22-4-28 a resolution for
the reaffiliation to the B.T.U.F, was passed unaimously, being
seconded - by Shib Nath accused as shown in P 283 on page 6.
When Shib Nath was in Calcutta in 1927 I used to go there
occasionally and used to-see him. I told him about the B.J.W.A.
being affiliated to the W.P.P. He said on bearing it, then I
shall not be able to work with you and in the course of a few
days I shall resign. After a few days Shib Nath wanted to put
in his resignation after making his position clear. I told him
why should you resign? Better wait a bit. See whether we
actually get any benefit from the W.P.P. He said he knew
exactly what benefit we would get. He further said he would
not be able to work at the Central office at Bhatpara but be
could establish a braneh at Titagarh. He actually did so on the
understanding that we would not be able to interfere with the
working of the branch. He worked 2 or 3 months there. After
that he joined the East Indian Railway workers Union as Sec-
retary. Because the W.P.P. Conference was held at Bhatpara
without consulting him he got annoyed and locked up the office
and went off to Lillooah. After joining the Lillooah Workers’
Union he did no work for the Bengal Jute Workers Association.
In 1929 again there was an election of officebearers of the B.J.
W.A. We then elected Shib Nath as President. He was not
present at the election. I proposed him. It was because he did
the work of the B.J.W. A, very well in the past. 1t was also out
of respect for his incarceration and also to show to Government
our attitude. There was no other reason except that he was
going to jail and his election would not be liable to give rise to
any difficulty., Shib Nath did nothing as President. I was
acting President. I do not remember having any talk with any
member of the Workers and Peasants Party about this 1929
election. The W.P.P. were never satisfied with Shib Nath nor
was Shib Nath satisfied with them. Muzaffar Ahmad and Halim
said that Shib Nath being & man of Congress Mentality should
not have been elected. I had talk with them. They used to
say also that Radha Raman was a person of Congress Mentality.
I can not remember if they objected to any one else. Of course
Shib Nath is a Congressman. He was a member of the Congress,
and the Congress Labour Board. The B.J.W.A. got its income
from subscriptions from members, donations, contributions from
Dundee, and from ALT.U.C. The Central office of the B.J.W_.A.



was transferred to 97 Cornwallis Street in 1929. It had
one room there. There were other offices there, of the Swadeshi
Bazar and the Young Socialist Club or something like that.
They had no connection with my office of B.J.W.A. P 858is the
application form for membership of the B.JJW.A. 1t ‘contains a
pledge in order to stop bribery in the mills. I started the
People’s Welfare Soclety at Bhatpara. I used to receive the
reports of the LF.T.U. I used to receive regularly reports like
D 47, 60 and these are those I did receive by post. I also re-
ceived D 63 and 64 in my office. D 27 is an office copy of a
lettter actually despatched to the address given in it.

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
2-2-32,

Continued on S. A. Irecognise the file D. 30. It was main-
tained in B. J. W. A. offiee by the Secretary. I received the
following letters of this file in the office 2. 4, 5, 8, 11, 14. and 186.
I recognise D 43 as a copy of the Rulesof the B.J. W. A, Itis
a correct copy. D. 44 (1)isa lefter written and signed by me.
I recognise D 44 (12) which is a copy of a letter written by me to
Shib Nath Banerjee accused. D. 44 (17) which I also recognise
is a copy of a letter written by me to Subash Bose. I recognise
the following files and registers which were all kept in the B. J.
W. A. office in the ordinary course of business: D 46, 49, 50, 51,
b2, 53, 55, 66, 58. The list at page 1 of D bl is a correct list,
In D 53 the entries on pages 45 and 61 are correct. In D 58
the endorsement copy forwarded on the first 2 pages are in my -
hand. The letter dated 4.2.26. is in my hand (addressed to
Editor ‘Forward’ and ‘Servant’. D 78 is a circular issued by the
B.J. W- A. to its member. I do not know its date. I know an
organisation called the Ichapur Ordnance Workers Union. I
attended the formation meeting. Certain letters were issued and
~ after that nothing more was done. I myself worked for some
time in the Ordnance Factory. That was why I had some
acquaintance with the workers there. They knew that the
work of Juteworkers Union was going on well so they invited us
to form a Union for them. By ‘us’ I mean myself. I was elected
Secretary at the formation meeting. Spratt accused was elected
 President. I proposed him. Ididso becauseI considered that if
an Englishman is appointed President the work will go on well.
That was the only reason. Shib Nath accused was elected Vice
President. Very likely I proposed him. He was working at
Titagarh then and was known to the Ichapur workers so I
thought he would be a good man. Hé was not present at the .
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‘meefing. He Rever.took any part at all. Sometimes I went to
Lillooah during the workshop strike there. 'Mr. K. C Mittra had
f 1ssued a cirqular.asking-for help and the B. J."W. A. had deput-
,ed Gopendra Chakravarty .accused to go and help. '"The letters
now shown to, me D 739,740, 741 were all written by me to Shib
Nath accused. I know R.R. Mittra accused. ‘I also know Mr.
RBankim Chandra Mukerjee. I first met themn when they were
forming a Juteworkers’ Union at Chengail. Thére was a strike
there and the Chengail workers asked for'help. It was 'Bankun
Babu who informed me. Workers took the leadmg part in ‘that
strike but Sadali and one Aswani were the leading workers
conducting that strike. Iwent to Bauria after the Chengail strike
Wais half way through. Bankim Babu asked me to go. It was
somewhere about the middle of 1928. I went again in August,
September or October. I was called there by Bankim Babu and
R. R. Mittra. They asked me that it is necessary that you staj
here and settle this strike for the workers. The B.T. U. F. hai
formed these 2 Unions with the help of Bankim Babu and Radha
Raman Mittra. Theywanted my help because the B.TU.F, and
Bankim Babu and Radha Raman were unable to settle it and I
should help, I said I could not stay because I had too much to
do at Bhatpara. I said I would send a man from Bhatpara. I
sent Gopendra Chakravarty accused at least I asked him to go,
I sent a wire to Mr. Sime at Dundee. In reply heé sént about
Rs. 829, for the help of the Bauria strikers. I sent Rs. 250 to
Radha Raman Babu and the rest was spent in expenses coming
and going to Bauria. The strike at Chengail and Bauria were
conducted by the workers., We were helping them, that is I and
Bankim Radha Raman, Gopendra Chakravarty and Kishori Lal.
Kishori Babu was Secretary of the B. T. U. F. and President of
the Bauria Juteworkers Union. Both sides tried much for the
settlement of that strike, on the side of employers Mr, Reid, and.
on the side of strikers the same 5 already mentioned. Once-
Subash Bose was called and he did much for the settlement, The-
efforts at settlement were not successful. The employers said
they did not like to hear anything from the outsiders.

By Ghose accused.. I went to Bombay in April 1926 to
attend a meeting of the Executive Committee of the A. I. T. U.
“C. I had a special reason for going namely to appeal to them for
some money for the B. J. W. A. My application was considered
at that meeting. Other members objected that there was
no money. But I persisted and to my surprise. Kishori Babu
supported me much. Ithought thatin the quarrel in the BT.U.F.
Kishori Babu had taken me as one of Mukund Lal Sirkar’s party.
Ultimately the Executive Committee granted me Rs. 300,
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I know of the Kankinara Labour Union. Kankinara is 1 mile
from Bhatpara. Mr. K. C, Rai Chowdhury was President of it
almost all the time. The B. J. W. A. and the Kankinara Union
had no good relations. Once Kishori Babu tried to settle.the
differences. It was about 1927-1928 but I do not recall exactly.
He suggested that both parties should select one arbitrator on
whom both could rely and accept his decision as binding. The
person suggested was Mr. Upendranath Banarjee. I took it as a
good suggestion. But no good came from it. Kishori as Vice
President of the Kankinara Union was willing and so was I but
other members of both organisations were not willing. In my
personal knowledge Mr. Roy Chowdhuri was not willing. He re-
fused in my presence. Possibly I received D 240 but I do not
remember if I did. I was not present at the formation meetings
of the Chengail and Bauria Unions. In my opinion by forming
the Chengail and Bauria Unions they had disobeyed the rules of
the A. I. T. U. C. and had also harmed the workers. There is a
rule that overlapping trade unions should not be formed. I am
referring to the rules and not to any resolution. I told Kishori
Babu that I thought it against the rule. His reply was, let the
small unions be formed now and afterwards they can be federated.
I did not agree to that. I met Kishori Lal Ghose many times at
Bauria and Chengail. I have met him there in the company of
Mr, Daud, Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose, Mr. Indu Bhushan Sirkar, and
‘Mahbubul Haq. It was during the time of the Chengail and Bauria
strikes from middle to end of 1928. The signature on the left
edge of P 34 is mine. I know Hemanta Kumar Bose mentioned
as Assistant Secretary therein. He was Secretary of the North
Calcutta Congress Committee. He was so many times but I can
not say if he was at that particular time. Radha Raman Mittra and
Bankim Mukherjee were also connected with the North Calcutta
Congress Committee. I never informed Ghose accused that I
received money for the Bauria strikers from the Dundee Union.
I received a copy of P 563 which is Report in Bengali of Peasants
and Workers Party 1927-1928. The statement on page b that the
~membership of the B.J. W. A, was over 5000 may have been
correct at that time. I recognise P 52 also. Ireceived that also,
towards the end of 1928. The other unions that I saw affiliating
themselves to the Peasants and Workers Party were the
Scavengers’ Union Calcutta and the Bengal Papermill Workers’
Union, and the Workers Protection League. There might be
- one or 2 more which I do not remember. I do not know if any
of those were affiliated to the All India Trade Union Congress,

(No other accused wishes to examine the witness as his
witness).
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"XXN. By Crown Counsel. Ihave been a Homeopathic
Doctor since 1920. I was working in the mills then and the only
occasionally practised as a Doctor. That is my profession now.
I know one Soumyendra Nath Tagore from 1926. I can not say
if he was ever Secretary of the Peasants and Workers Party. He
used te go to the office of the Peasants and Workers Party and
I saw him there. (Seeing passage about Tagore being sent to
Europe in P 52) I know he went to Europe but I did not know he
was Secretary. I did not see it properly that he was described
as Secretary. I received 2 or 8 letters from him from abroad and
I also wrote letters to him. If I can see the handwriting I can

‘say if it is his. Shown P 416 (12) I can not say definitely if the
signature in that letter is his but it looks very much like it. In
P 440 too the signature is very like his. I can not say about that
in P 2008 P, or if I received a letter with the signature as in
P 2028 P. I would take it to bear his signature. That in P 2032P
appears to be of the same writer,

Looking at P 2035 P, the signature in this also is like his.
Looking at P 2038 P, the signature in this also is like his.
Looking at P 2066 P, the same is the case.

Looking at P 2098 P, the samé is the case.

Looking at P 2120 P, the same is the case.

Looking at P 2130 P, the same is the case.

Looking at P 2131 P, the same is the case.

Looking at P 2143 P, I can not say if this is his signature.
Looking at P 2168 P, this also appears to bear his signature.

When I went to Bombay in April 1926 I stayed 3 or 4 days.
I have met Donald Campbell but I did not meet him at Bombay
on that occasion. I was not well acquainted with him. When
the Police searched they found his passport in my possession. I
was present on one day at the Calcutta Conference of the Peas-
ants and Workers Party in February 1927. I was elected to the
Executive Committee at that Conference. I was also present at
the Bhatpara Conference on 31.2-28. Icannotsay whether notices.
were issued beforehand referring people who wanted to know
about the Canference to apply to the office of the Bengal Jute
Workers® Association at Bhatpara. Shown leaflet P 856 I now
remember that notices to that effect were issued. The state-
ment in the 1st paragraph of the body of P 523 Call to Action is
correct (not the preface). At the time of preparing the report
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for the Bhatpara Conference I and Dharani Goswami and Gop-
endra Chakravarty were members of the Executive Committee
of the Peasants-and Workers Party. I wasat that time an office-
bearer of the Bengal Jute Workers' Association. I do not re-
member whether Goswami was 8o also or not. Seeing P 283 1
now remember after seeing the minutes of the 1st January 1928
that Goswami and Chakravarty were also at that time office-
bearers of the Bengal Jute Workers Association. I was not sentr
a ‘good many’ copies of Ganavani to sell. I used to get 25 copies
whenever 1 contributed an article. I never received more than
26 copies of Ganavani at a time, I think. I do not think it
possible that there should have been 27 ever. P 1996 searchlist
bears my signature and I was present at that search. I see the
item 27 copies of Ganavani of 12-10-26. It must be corrrect. I
can not say if I had contributed to that number. I cannot say if
that was the last number before it ceased publication.

I was present at the All India Workers and Peasants Party
Conference in December 1928 at Calcutta, only on one day, not
the 1st but the 2nd or 8rd. It was the day when the question
of election of General Secretary came up. It was the day when
the amendment was discussed as to the method of election of the
General Secretary. The General Secretary was Muzaffar Ahmad.
I do not know if anyone tried to push Muzaffar Ahmad out but
we tried to put in another man. I was one of those wanted to
put in anyone else. We 3 members of the Bengal Jute Workers
Association mentioned before were in that .party. Wec all 3
spoke, I and Goswami and Gopen Babu. I do not know if
Manindra Sinha was in it or a memnber of the party. About the
decision I do not remember the details but I heard that in the
end Muzaffar Abmad was elected General Secretary. DBesides
the 3 persons mentioned there were no other members of the
Bengal Jute Workers Association who were also members of the
Peasants and Workers Party. I know Nirod Chakravarty.
" Without seeing the papers I cannot say if he was a member of
the Bengal Jute Workers Association. As long as the Central
Office was at Bhatpara I do not know if he was made Branch
Secretary of any branch. Shown P 34 I know Nirodk- Chakra-
varty and remember from this that in January 1929 he was made
Branch Secretary of Champdani Branch. Seeing name of
Manindra Sinha Branch Secretary of Matiaburz, Branch BJ.W.A.
I know him most probably he was a member of the Work-
ers and Peasants Party and I saw him sometimes at the
Workers und Peasants Party office and I also saw him at
Matiaburz. He was also at one time Secretary of the Bengal
Textile Workers Union. 1 cannot say if that Union was started
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by the Workers and Peasant Party. ‘Do not know who started
it. | know Kali Sen, B.J.W.A. Branch Secretary Calcutta. 1
connot remember without seeing papers if he was a member of
the W.P.P. Iresigned from the W.P.P. I do not know about
other people resigning. Seeing P 423 I do not know Kali Sen’s
signature. I am not certain one way or the other whether Kali
Sen was or was not a member of the W.P.P. I had 2 reasons for
resigning from the W.P.P. One was that I used to quarrel with -
Shib Nath because I was on the Executive Committee of the
Workers and Peasants Party and the Bengal Jute Workers
Association was affiliated. The other was that we got no benefit
and they were always busy with their own work. I did not
mention the matter of Shib Nath in iny resignation letter but 1
did say that I did not get any benefit out of it. I did not state
in my letter what the benefits were which I expected to get
from the Workers and Peasants Party. My letter of resignation
was written before I received the resolutions contained in D 87
but I knew all about the arrangements for them beforehand. In
the resignation letter I complained that I would not be a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee and that my Association would
not remain affiliated. I did not write it in my letter but the
reason of the resignation was that T knew those resolutions were
going to be passed. I do not remember whether in my resignat-
icn letter I mentioned any reason exeept that we were getting no
benefit out of the W. P. P. I did not find anything ob]ectlona.ble
in the aims and objects of the ' W. P. P. The paper shown to me
P 2615 is an office copy of my letter of resignation but not in my
hand. The signature is mine. I see that I have not mentioned
the point of getting no benefit in it at all. The only reason I gave
was that the Party leaders were not taking me into their confid-
ence and letting me know what was being done.

Sd. R L. YoRKE.
T 3-2-82,

Continued on S. A. There is no contribution from me in the
Ganavani of 12th October 1926. It is not correct that I said
before that one of the reasons I had for affiliating the BJ.W.A
to the W.P.P. was that I saw other Unions being affiliated to it.
I admit that the 3 Unions I mentioned were the Scavengers’
Union Calcutta, the Bengal Papermills Workers’ Union and the
Workers’ Protection League. Possibly the Scavengers’ Union
was formed in January 1928. The affiliation of the B.J.W.A.
took place in October 1927. Asked if in that case it was not
untrue that the Scavengers Union was affiliated at the time of

(29 )



affiliating the B.J.W.A witness: I dont remember. Ihaye nothing
else to say about it. I dont know whether the Scavengers
Union was formed by the Peasants and Workers Party or
W.P.P. The address of the Scavengers Union was 2/1 European
Asyleum Lane. I know Dharni Goswami was Secretary of the
Scavengers Union. Seeing P 52 I see from this that the Scaven-
gers Union was formed under the auspices of the Party. I was a
member of the Executive Committee of that Party. Asto the
Bengal Papermill workers Union that was formed by the efforts
of the B.J.W.A. itself and had its headquarters at Bhatpura. I
know that Union was affiliated but I dont know when. It is not
possible that it should have been affiliated long before the B.J.W.A.
was got affiliated. I never said that those Unions were affiliat-
ed to W.P.P. before the B.J.W.A was. After my Union was
affiliated I heard that other Unions were affiliated. I can not
say if the Workers Protection League was organised by the
P.W.P. Seeing P. 52 I cant say if it is true as stated there that
Party Members established the Workers Protection League.

Most probably Shib Nath was not present at the General
Meeting of the B. J. W. A. on 1st January 1928. I say most prob-
ably not because he used to come to Bhatpara very seldom. 1
shall certainly agree if hd himself has said that he was there. 1
still cant remember unless I see papers. Shib Nath locked up
and left the Titagarh office without my knowing of it. I heard
it from one Sheobalak Shukl some 7 days later. It was at the
middle or end of March 1928. It could not be in April. 1t might
be in 1st or 2nd week of April that Sheobalak gave me the inform-
ation. It might be more than 7 or 8 days after Shib Nath left.
I read of the Bamangachi firing. I cant say if he left before or
after that or if I heard of his going before or after it. A report
of the working of the year 1927 must have been submitted by the
Secretary at the meeting on 1-1-28 but there were 2 Secretaries
and I dont know who submitted it. They were 2 Joint Secre-
taries. Chakravarty was only an ordinary member in 1927,
Without seeing papers | cant say he was not stating the truth
when he said in his stateinent shown to me that in 1927 he was
Assistant Secretary of the B. J. W. A. Idont know where the
1927 Minute Book is. If he says he was Assistant Secretary I
must have been wrong.

I cant say whether at the timne of the Annual General Meet-
ing on 1-1-28 he wadone of those who were authorised by a
resolution passed at that meeting to represent the B.J.W.A.
on the Executive Committee of the A.I.T.U.C. in 1928 Seeing
P. 283 page3it isa Efac-t ‘that he was; 8hib Nath attended
the next E. C. meeting of B.J, W. A, on 22nd January and

( 80 )



was again present at the next meeting on 22nd April, but not on
17th June the next meeting, but o1f 12th August he was again
present and again on 8th Septembef, which was the last meeting
in 1928. He at that meeting movefl resclution No. 4, at page 13.
The resolutian was “That this committee condemns most vehem-
ently the attempt of the Government to pass the Public Safety
Bill which means nothing but a heinous attempt to prevent the
real friends of the mass people from coming to India.” It was:
"seconded by Goswami accused. 1did notinform Banarjee before-
hand that I was proposing bim as President. I did so afterwards.-
I cant remember if it was by litter dr words of mouth. I can
only say it is unnatural that we ‘ﬂ ould not have informed him.
Most probably I wrote to Mr.'Sime after the election of 3-1-29
that I was elected President. D. 23is in my handwriting. In
1y opinion it was immaterial that Shib Nath was elected Presid--
ent because he was in Jail.- I mus; have informed him. I dont
remember meeting him after he wa: elected President so I cant'
say if he was very surprised at his eection. If I informed him I
did it by letter. I dont remember whether he ever wrote a:
letter in reply. My letter if I wote one I dont remember
when I sent it. If Shib Nath said thit he got the news from a
newspaper report 2 days before he vent to Jail that must be
correct (Statement of Banerjee accused page 95). 1 cant say if
he ever received my letter. I canno say whether D. 44 (4) is the
first letter I got from Shib Nath after the election. Shib Nath
might have written such letter in whech he mentioned that he
was annoyed with me because I had ffiliated the B. J. W. A. to
W. P. P. but I cannot produce any lecause the police took all
the papers away in the searches on 0th March 1929. There is
no letter apart from those papers. Mr. Sinha objects that the
witness added with me and Banerje accused supports him. In-
terpreter does not remember his sayng it. Crown Counsel says
the answer was only a nod. I did >t notice). How can I pro-
duce now or say whether there is a1y letter with me, mentioning
it? I cant remember after so long time whether there is act-
vally such a letter in which he memioned that he was annoyed
about it. There might have been. From Chakravarty's word
it appears that he was closely conneted with the working of the
B.J.W.A. from the beginning of 127. (statement Chakravarty
page 152) I do not agree with him tat the B.J.W.A. conducted a
strike at Kankinara in 1926 but it iscorrect that on behalf of the
B.J. W. A. 1 conducted the strik: at Jagatdal for a few days.
I was its leader I mean for 2 or 3 ciys. It is correct as he says
that on behalf of the B.J. W. A. YKali Das) helped the Ludlow
Jute Mill strike in April 1928. . It also correct that I and he
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(Chakravarty) helped the ﬁauria workers from November 1928.
‘What he says about the B.J.W.A. not confining its activities to
the Jute Industry onlyis alsc: correct. DBengal Papermill workers
Union and Angus Engineering fworkers Union were organised. by
the B.JJW.A. as he says, and there were others such as Peoples
Welfare League, Cooperative Ciedit Society. The Ichapur Union
- was due to me and Spratt accusefl. Itook the initiative and called
Spratt in. Asked about the pasjage beginning from the very be-
ginning its object was and stil is to fight the entire employing
" class in general and the jute employers in particular witness said;
I cant say whether I agree with fhat passage becauseI dont know
what “to fight” means. Betwegy 1926 and 1929 I was mostly
at Bhatpara. After the officd df the B.J.W.A. was transferred
to Calcutta I had been there 2 pr 3 times, not frequently. That
office was conducted by Kali Set‘;. He had a separate room
somewhere in Cornwallis St./ I dont know exactly where.
Bhatpara is 22 or 24 miles fron] Calcutta. Titagarh is 10 to 12
miles from Bhatpara. Ichapy is between Bhatpara and Tita-
garh. I went to Titagarh from Bhatpara. I did not pass
.through Titagarh in going frjm Bhatpara to Ichapur. I did not
tell Shib Nath that I was going to propose him as vice President
at Ichapur. Shib Nath told pe that he had either received or
_written letters to some Sahibsabout the formation of an Ordnance
Workers Union at Ichapur. [ cant saythat he was interested.
I dont remember when I tqd him about his election as Vice
President. It was quite natuil, I must have told him. I did not
go Titagarh that day. |

By Nimbkar. 1tis aboul3 or 4 years since I last received a
letter from Mr, Tagore. T haje received at the utmost 3 or 4
letters from Tagore. I nazver lctually saw him writing. T have
already said that I cant sa]with certainty that the letters
shown to me are his. The reapn is that they have got similar
writings in the Tazore family.

By Mittra. Vory likely I fldressed a meeting at Bauria the
first time I went there on tle invitation of Bankim Babu and
Radha Raman. I dont rememler if I saw Radha Raman Mittra
at that meeting. Perhaps helwas not there. There was no
Bauria Union then I ap not sup what month that was. Shown
P 118 D Mittra. It was about Pth June but I cant say if it was
exactly so. Within about a fonth from then I passed through
Bauria on my way the Budge Hdge Branch of B.JW.A. I then
saw a single shift notice at the fate of the mill. It is a fact that
I met Mittra at Calcutta ald told him about this notice.
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{Note. The witness here fully understood a question put entirely
in English.) 1-explained to him the meaning of the change. 1
dont remember if I told him the change must be resisted at all
costs. Mittra accused wanted-help from me in stopping the

change. I said that I could not interfere as the Bauria Union
" was working under the B T.U.F. I dont remember when I said
that but there was such a talk. There was a conference at
Kishori Lal Ghose accused’s house when Kishori Babu, Gopen
Babu. Radha Raman, Bankim Babu and I were present, and some
others. (Note. It is obvious that this examination is really an
examination in chief. Leading questions are therefore barred
and the accused is treated as examining the witness as his own
witness. The accused says that in those circumstances he does
not wish to continue the examination. |

REXXN. By Mr, Sinha. Referenee the 1st para i 523
very likely Muzaffar Ahmad paid the cost of the pandal men-
tioned there. The expense of the Conference, were borne by
the W.P.P., Muzaffar Ahmad, Halim ete. Asked what is meant
by Comrades of the B.J.W.A. in that sentence witness said: any-
one who becomes a member of the B.J.W.A. is a ‘comrade of the
B.J.W.A' The W.P.P. paid the expenses for erecting Pandal
and I with the help of coolies got it done. The Jagatdal strike
lasted from 6 to 12 days. The Bengal Papermill workers union
worked for only a few days and there were only boocks and
papers. ‘

No other accused wishes to re-examine the witness.

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YoREKE,
4-2-32.

Accused wishes Cowrt to ask witness questions about the
Conference mentioned above. I am not ‘able to see that the
Conference mentioned has any such importance against any
accused that further inquiry into it is necessary. I therefore
decline to pursue the matter further,

Sd. R. L. YORKE,
- 1-2-32.
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D.W, 17,
Mr. Mahbubul Haq. For Banarjee. on S.A. Pleader.

I have been practising as a Pleader in the Judge's Court at
Alipur, Calcutta since 1918. I was a member of the Bengal
Legislative Council from 1925 to end of 1926. I have been
connected with the Trade Union and Trade Union Movement in
Calcutta since 1919. I was one of the Secretaries of the All
India Trade Union Congress in 1926. In 1928 I was one of its Vice
Pres1dents being elected at the Jharia Session. In 1928 I was
sent as an adviser to the Labour Delegate from India at Geneva.
The Delegate that year was Diwan. Chaman Lal. I attended
the British Commonwealth Labour Conference as a delegate

from the A. 1. T. U. C.in 1928. It was held in London. I know
of the Calcutta Tramway Workers Union. I was one of its Vice
Presidents in 1928, It was Shib Nath Banarjee accused in
Court who came to me one morning and requested me to be-
come so. I consented. Shib Nath Banerjee was one of the
Vice Presidents. The Secretary was one Phanindra Kumar
.Sanyal. The union was registered under the Trade Union Act.
It was the first Union to apply, soon after the passing of the Act.
1t applied for affiliation to the A.I'T.U.C. at the Jharia Congress
in 1928. I can not say if it was affiliated that year. It was also
one of the Unions affiliated to the Bengal Trade Union Federat-
ion. Idonot know if it was affiliated to any other body. I
heard of an organisation called the Workers and Peasants Party.
I do not know whether there was any connection between the
Tramway Workers Union and the Workers and Peasants Party.
T attended very few meetings of the Executive Committee of the
Tramway Workers Union. I know the signature on the Post
Card D 742; it is that of the Secretary of that Union, Mr.
Sanyal. D 743 is in his handwriting. I am acquainted with his
_handv'vriting and signature. . D 744 is in my own handwriting.
1t is in reply to a letter of congratulation received by me from
him, which I destroyed. He had congratulated me on my select-
ion as Adviser at Geneva. I attended the Jharia Session of the
ALT.U.C. after my retarn from Geneva. There was a hot
discussion on that matter of sending delegates to Ceneva
in a meeting of the Executive ‘Committee at Jharia. The
proposal was to send a Delegate and Adviser for the next Inter-
national Labour Conference and some members were against it,
and spoke against it. So far as I remember Shib Nath Banarjee
was against the proposal and spoke. On that occasion I spoke
and said to Shib Nath that you congratulated me on my selection
and how you are opposing the proposal. He said he was opposed
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‘o it because ‘the 'delegation diverts the attention of ‘the rea.l
“Trade- Umomsts from-the actual work. He also said it resulted
"in the formatlon of Party cliques for pushing up their ~own
' nominees. “Others also spoke against the proposal. 'I remember
' the visit of Messrs. Purcell and Hallsworth to Calcutta. The
Tramway workers Union presented an address but 1 was not
'presenb at the function. I heard from some of 'the officebearers
ithat it would be done. I was otherwise engaged on that occas-
jon. D 139 (14) is also in the bandwriting of Phanindra Kumar
' Sanyal

By Ghosh accused. I have known ‘Ghosh aticﬁsed snfce
1923. I first met him at the Bar Library of the J udge s ‘Cotirt
Alipur. T used to go now and then in 1923 to the Forward
oTce. I saw Ghosh there also working as an Assistant Editor
of the Forward. I was a Swarajists member of the Bengal
Legislative Council. I was eonnected with the B.T.U.F., and the
Press Employees Association. 1 was a Vice President of thé
latter. T maiatain a file of eorrespondence in connection with thé
B.T.U.F. and the Press Employees .Association. There was &
Manifesto issued to Press workers in connection with the visit of
Purcell and Hallsworth and I was a signatory. Otlier mgna.torleﬁ
were B. Mrinal Kanti Bose President and Krishan Clandra Rai
Chowdhri Vice President, and the Secretary Kishori' Lal Ghoss.
The Viee President is better known as K. C.. Rai Chowdri.
D 745 is that Manifesto to (tendered). I remnember that during the
Scavengers Strike a relief fund was started and I was elected &
- mewber of the Committee. I received a notice from' thé
Committee, and have it here. D 748 is that notice and  bears
some of my bandwriting on it about reply. I received a notice
about a meeting in connection with the Trades Disputes Bill' and'
other important matters to be held on 2; 9. 28 at Albert Institute.
D 747 is that notice which I have here on my file. I attended
that .meeting. A resolution was passed, about securing the
cooperation of the National Congress in opposition to the bill. - T!
opposed the resolution, as I wanted such activities to be confindd
to tbe Unions and that we should not be relegated to a subordin®
ate. posutlon Ghose accused delivered a speech saying therd*
was no such misunderstanding or misapprehension as we
thought. He supported the Resolution. In conrection with the
visit of Purcell and Hallsworth a Manifesto was issned over the
signature of the President and Secretary of the B.T.U.F. 1 have*
a copy here, but D 270 is the same. I remember the visit of Mr.
Mardy Jones to Calcutta, in 1927. I received letter D748 from
Ghosh accused in that connection. I attended the All': Indxa
Press Employees Conference in 1927. D 749" is a notice of that”



Conference which I received. The B.T.U.F. gave an address
to Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta on his election as Mayor of the Calcutta
Gorpora.tlon for the 3rd time. I was present. D 750 is a copy
of that address. So far as I remember Ghosh accused looked
after the drafting of the address. I was connected with the
Bengal Mariners Union and the Indian Seaman’s Union Calcutta.
'Ghosh accused was invited along with others to meetings of the
Mariners Union. D 751 is a notice of such a meeting which I
received and produce at which Ghosh was one of the speakers
along with myself and Mrinal Kanti Bose and K. C. Rai
Chowdri. The gentleman named as President was Mr. Fazlul
Hag one time Minister in Bengal and Delegate to the Round
Table Conference. I also received paper D 752 and attended
that meeting. (Professor Orchard) I also received printed letter
D 753, bearing the signature of Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose which I

recognise (relating to the B.T.U.F. split). D 754 is a letter I
received from Mr. S. K. Dutt (same connection) D 755 is a letter
relating to Chengail affairs which I received from Ghosh accused
dated 29-3-28. D 756 is a postcard which I received from Ghosh
~accused on 4-1-29 relating to Bauria. The reference. to the

Kidderpore group of unions is to the Bengal Mariners Union,

the Indian Seamen’s Union, the Port Trust and Marine Workers

Union, and the Quartermasters’ Union. 1 received a letter dated

. 12-11-26 from Ghosh accused mainly about the B.T.U.F. split.

The person referred to there as the Labour Dictator of Bengal

was Mukund Lal Sirkar. I also received a letter from Kishori
Lal Ghosh accused "dated 17-8-28 with veference to a meeting of
welcome to me etc. at Chengail: I tender it D7567. D758 is a
- Post Card which I received also.. D 263 is a letter written by

- me, and the cuttings from the Daily Herald with it were sent by

me from London. D 267 is a copy of a letter of introduction

which Ghosh accused gave to me when I was going to Europe.

The original is no longer in my possession. I was once Secretary

of the Port Trust Marine Workers Union. It was in the latter
part of 1927. 1 know Abdul Halim whose name appears in P 67

as signatory and Joint Secretary. He is a seaman, and con-

nected with the Indian Seamen’s Union also. He lived in 1927

and 1928 in Mominpur Road in the house of one Sayid Minnat

Ali the Treasurer of the Indian Seainen’s Union and Port Trust
Marine Workers Union and Bengal Mariners’ Union and Quarter
Masters’ Union. He used to attend B.T,U.F. meetings as repres-

entative of one of these Unions.

(No other accused examines the witness as his witness).

XXN. By Crown Counsel. I did not know before I came
into Court what I was going to be asked about the Jharia
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Conference and the hot disouspion:, referyed to above. The only
discussion I had before coming here was about some letters
which - I bad:oni{ my: fild: I% wass, withim thespreginefs Qithlﬂ
Court on an earlier date. I have been here since the. lst of:
February. The discussion was only stray remarks while passing
amd repassing-in the Court precincts: As a lawyer I a.pprecla,bq
how’ very dangerous- it is to call* a witnesg without knowing
cxactly what he was going-to say. I would not do it myself
THe same hoids good with regard to Ghosh accuged: That alsg
was stray remarks-only:. I came provided with allthese papers.
because I thought it might be Kishort Lal Ghosh: who had cited;
me. I had flagged beforehand every letter which has gone in,
iri my evidence. Im my summons I' was not asked: to bring any-
thing, ¥ Rad never received any letter from Kishori La} Ghosh.
ditlier about bringing papers. What ¥ brought T brought owing:
o my instinct as alawyer. Fwas one of those who supported
seniding delegates to Geneva at the Jharia diseussion; Kishori
Lial Ghosh also spoke supporting the proposal rather vaguely
daying delegates should be sent.to Geneva as it is an inter-
national forum for the ventilation of the grievances of the workers.
80 did Abdal Haq of the Bengal Mariners Union, Diwan
Chaman Lal, Dr. Pillai, Mr. R. R. Bakhle, Aftab Ali, in support
all of them. In opposition were Bhib Nath Banarjee, Joglekar
accused, Mr. Kulkarni, perhaps Bradley accused. I do not
remember the reasons Joglekar accused gave, or Kulkamni,
Bradley gave a short speech _opposing saying no useful purpose
was werved because the Conference is an Imperialistic organ.
The reason I said “ perhaps Bradley " was that at first 1 was
nmot sure but on farther thought I did remember. By “so far ag
I remember ” {Shib Nath was against) 1 meant “so far as my
personal knowledge goes.™ I did not mean to convey any doubt
about 'my memory but enly “so far as I was concerned in the
matter.” T -did not know what Shib Nath had said to this Court
in ‘giving 'his- reasons for opposing the sending of a Delegate
He did not explain what he meant by saying that it diverted
dttention from the -actual work. What I have stated he said to
the was eaid in private conversation in the same meeting and I
curinot'say ff he said the same in the course of his speech.

. 'ReEXXN. Theletters I. referred to- as flagged were thoge

in my .possession handed to the Court from my file, in answer to
Kishori Lal Ghosh’s guestions.

‘Read and admitted correct. .
Sd. R. L. YORKE.
10-2-32.



D.W, 18.

Dr. S. K. Basu on 8. A. Residence Calcutta, 43, Eye
Specialist.

I am M. E. of Brooklyn School of Medicine U. 8. A. Doctor
of Ophthalmology Philadelphia, D, O. Faculty of Medicine
Paris University. I started practice in India about 1914, I went
to Europe again in 1924, and was there 3 years working in the
Moorfield Eye Hospital London, as Senior Clinical Assistant. [
. started practising again as an Eye Specialist in Calcutta in 1927,
I met Shib Nath Banarjee accused in London about the begin-
ning of 1925 at the Gower Street Indian Students Union. I met
him quite a few times there. I remember that on one occasion an
English gentleman was invited to speak on Russia and he did
not turn up. Somebody in the audience suggested that as Shib
Nath was from Russia and was present in the meeting. I meant
_ that he bad visited Russia. Shib Nath spoke. I do not remem-
ber what he said. I also remember that Shib Nath was in
financial difficulty and some one Mr. Ranganathan or one of the
other secretaries was collecting a fund to send him back to India.
Mr. Ranganathan was the Chief Secretary of the Y. M. C. A.
branch which maintained the Gower Street Union. 1 was asked
to contribute and did so. Shib Nath accused and I also had per-
gonal talk. I.heard from him that he used to go to the High
Comumissioner’s Office and India Office about a passage and ulti-
mately got a passage. I have an idea I saw some papers about
him but I am not sure. On coming to India I met Shib Nath in
1927 working in a firm in Calcutta of export and import agents,
Adya Dutt Comnpany. A few months later he came to me and
asked me to be a member of the Executive Committee of the
- Tramway Workers Union. I accepted. I remember taking Mr.

and Mrs. Thurtle to an Executive Committee meeting of the
Union. I had met them in London. He was M.P. and she was
-the daughter of Mr. Lansbury M. P. In Calcutta I met them at
the place of Mr. Subash Bose. He asked me to take charge of them
and show them the Labour conditions in Bengal. They spoke
and discussad at the Union meeting. Banarjee aecused was
there. He invited Mr. and Mrs. Thurtle to go and see the
Titagarh Juteworkers where he was working. I went there with
them and they saw the dwelling places of the workers and
aldressed a meeting of workers. -They spoke in English and
Banerjee accused translated Mr. Thurtle's speech into Hindus-
tani. I used to go to Tramway workers Union meetings and also
got some help for them through Subash Bose, and helped some
dis:nissed workers myself. Itwasbecause Mr. Sanyalthe Secretary
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and Banerjee “accused approached me to get some help from
the Congresss. I was in Calcutta in 1928 and remember the
Lillooah strike. I tried to raise funds for the strikers by leading
a procession in Calcutta where I live. "It was beca.use the Con-
gress was in sympathy with their objects and I am a Congress-
man since a long time. I remember the Congress Medical Inquiry
Board in comiection with the Lillooah strike. It was start-
ed after the Bammangachi shooting. - There was a public meeting
at the Albert Hall and I was entrusted with the task of gettixig
the consent of well known physicians and surgeons in- Calcutta.
Some of these were Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Captain S. K. Roy
and Dr. B. R. Das. "I also worked on it. I belonged to the. Ben-
gal Provincial Congress ‘Comﬁrmttee until it was dissolved and
was Secretary and Assistant' Secretary of the South Calcutta
Congress Committee.

By Ghose accused. ' The letter attached . to.D 2563 is aine.
‘I sent the letter with the notice D 2563. which , relates to a meet-
-ing' T arranged for celebrating the - Lala: Lajpat Rai Day as:Sec- -
retary South Calcutta District Congress: Committee. It was on
:29-11-28. I.was present at the meeting. -Mr.:J. C. Gupta M.L.C.
and Bar-at-Law. presided. Omn that occasion Dr. Annie - Besant
-was present and. addressed the meeting. Ghosh .accused  algo
-addressed the meeting. :

D 276 is also in my handwriting. The writing on page 2 of
D 166 is that of Mr. and Mrs. Thurtle and the writing was done
.in my presence at the Bow Bazar Head Quarters of the B.T.U.F.
and the Press Employees Union. I found some members of the
B. T. U. F. present, when we arrived there. I think Mrinal Kanti
.Bose was present. The Bengal Provincial Congress Committee
took steps in regard to the Simon Commission by arranging
demonstrations etc. I saw Ghosh accused in quite a few meetings
.held under the auspices of the Bengal Provincial Congress
Committee in that conneotion. He spoke at some of those meet-
ings. I remember a meeting at Harish Park in connection with
_the Lillooah strike. It was organised by the B. T. U. F. to en-
. list the sympathy of the public and raise funds for the strikers.
Mr. B. K. Bose M. L. C. Advocate was President. He belonged
to the Congress Party in the Bengal Council. I was present.
No accused will examine this witness as his witness.

XXN. Nil
: Read and admitted correct.

-8d. R. L. YORKE,
10-2-32.
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D.W. 19,

Mr. SriPrakasa. on S.A. Barrister-at-Liaw Residence Benares.
‘Witness for Mukherjee accused. I am a Congressman. I was
General Secretary of the U. P, Provincial Congress Committee
in 1929. I have known accused Mukherjee about 10 years. As
he was chief Congress worker in Gorakhpur and I was General
BSecretary we were closely associated together in Congress work.
I thought him at that time to be an earnest Congressman, chief-
ly interested in the social side of Congress work. I have been
many times to Gorakhpur and twice to inspect Congress work.
D 204 page 1lis a Post Card dated 12-3-29 written by me to
Mukherjee accused. Following that Post Card I visited Gorakh-
pur as I said in it that I would, and inspected the office of the
District Congress Committee. Ialso saw in the same building
‘the office of the Railwaymen’s Association. - There was also a
Kishan Sabha office there. So far as 1 remember I did not
‘notice any office there by the name of the Workers and Peasants
Party. I remember once to have attended a meeting of peasants
-some miles beyond Kasia in company with Jawahar Lal Nehru
and Sheo Prasad Gupta. The meeting was held at the place
where an assault on Mr. Mukherjee was alleged to have taken
place. We all 3 spoke on that occasion and condemned the act-
ions of thoe who assaulted Mukherjee accused. I know of the
U. P. Charkba Sangh. I know B. Sital Sahai of that Sangh. I
also kpow his handwriting. I also know Pt. Jawahar Lal
Nehru well and can recognise his handwriting. I also know
-Mr. Sampurnanand and can recognise his handwriting. T also
know Mr. Sahdeo Singh the head clerk ‘of Mr. Sampurnanand’s
office, and his 'handwriting. I also know XKrishan Chandra
Sharma, of U.P. Provincial Congress Committee, and his handwrit-
ing. D 200 (3) is in my handwriting. Presumably D 202 page 13
was issued by Pt. Jawahar Lal! Nehru; it is a printed circular.
D202 page 40 is the same. D. 202 page 44is a letter-from me so
is page 61, D 202 pages 69, 70 is a circular which 1 remember to
have issued. D 203 page 2 is a letter written by me, D.203 page
4is acircularissued from my office bearing my stamp, D205 page 13
is also a circular which I remember issuing, D 205 page 16 bears
my signature, and page 20 is in my handwriting.

I recognise the signature of B. Sitla Sahai in D 206 page 5.

1 recognise the signature of Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru in D 202
page 39, 65 and 56 and D 205 page 24, and the whole writing in
D 202 page 38 is his. The handwriting of Sahdeo Sing appears
in the marginal note on D 202 page 61 and D 7205 page 7..
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Krishan Chand’s signature is on D 202 page 61. I recognise the
handwriting of Pt. Gobind Ballabh Pant’s in D 202 pages 47 and
66 and that of Mr. C.Y. Chintamani on D 203 page 8. D 206
page 9 bears a stamped signature of ‘Mr. Rafiq Ahmad Qidwai.
I know he had such a stamp and used to use it.

1 was Editor of the Aj, Benares at' one time. (Accused
Mukherjee states that he does not want Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru
a8 his witness).

84. R. L. YORkE.
11-2-82,

By Ghosh accused. I was present at the Calcutta Session
of the Indian National Congress in 1928, 1 do not remember
whether while in the Pandal I received a copy of an appeal for
the Bauria workers. I could recognise the signature of Mr.
J. M. Sen Gupta. I do not remember to have received any
letter from himn which was all in his handwriting. I cannot
recognise the initial signature on D 170, D 208 (3) is in the
handwriting of Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru. Mr. Shiva Prasad
Gupta mentioned therein is a friend of mine in Benares and in
1929 was omne of the Treasurers of the All India Congress Com-
mittee. Pt. G. B. Pant was leader of the Swaraj Party in the
U.P. Council. Mr. Sri Prakasa mentioned therein is myself. 1
remember vaguely that D 208 (3) relates to a subscription for
some strike somewhere, possibly in Bengal. The signature in
D 296 is Jawahar Lal's, so is that in enclosure No. 1, while en-.
closures 2 and 8 are entirely in his handwriting. 1 recognise his
Hindi writing also. In regard to D 208 (3) Pt. Jawahar Lal
said he had promised a certain sum and asked us to help. The-
Independence League was founded by Pt. Jawahar "Lal Nehru.
So far as I remember its object was to induce the Congress to
accept Independence as its goal,

No other accused wishes to examine witness as his witness.
XXN. Nil
Read and admitted correct.
Sd. R. L. YoRkE.
11-2-32,

Printed by O'Brien’s Press, Moerut



D.W. 20.

Kirén Chandra Mittra on S. A. Witness for Banarji and
Ghosh. (Qives evidence in Hindustani) age 52.

MEMORANDUM.

I have worked in many railways particularly in E.I. Railway,
and O. R. Railway. The last post T held was that of station-
master. I left service in 1920; as I was working in Non-Cooperat-
jon Movement T was dissmissed. After that I worked. in the,
Railwaymen’s Association’ at Lucknow, up to 1926. It was at
first the Association of the O. R. Railway but in 1925 after. the.
O. R: R. was amalgamated with the E. 1. Railway the name was,
changed to the E. 1. Railway Association. Men of hoth railways:
were members of it. D 670 is a copy of the Rules of that Union..
It was published by me. The office continued to be at Lucknow
up to 1926 and after that was moved to Dinapur. The Union
had a paper at Lucknow called the Weekly Mazdur. .I was the.
Editor and Printer. It moved to Dinapur along with the office.

of the Union. I continued to be Editor up to 1928. I was Gene--
" ral Secretary of the Union after it moved to Dimapur. The
Union was registered at Dinapur under the Trade Unions Act in
1927 I think. In 1926 Mr. Deoki Prasad Sinba was President of
the Union, and S. N. Sahai was, Assistant. Secretary. Mr. B. C..
Mittra was Assistaat Editor and Manager of the Weekly Mazdur.
Many branches of the Union were opened. The biggest of these:
was at Lillooah. 1t was opened at the end of 1927. It was be-
cause the workers there had many grievances and used to write
to me. The Union Committee therefore deputed me to open a
branch there, and 1 did so. I also worked as Branch Secretary in.
addition to my duties as General Secretary. From 19¢7 a large
number of members was enlisted. In January or February 1928,
it was 11,000 or 12,000, subscription paying members. After the
branch was started I took up grievances of the workers, by,
making representations to the Railway off.cers and interviewing,
them and giving publicity through - the. Weekly Mazdur.
I got some grievances redressed. In January 1928 the relations.
between the workmen and the authorities were peaceful. At the
end of the month there was a one-day strike about a petition by.
the workmen to the Agent for increase of pay etc. The Agent
gave an unfavourable reply and the men were dissatisfied. One
day at the midday interval they went to the Works Manager's
office. He however refused to listen to them, and told them to
go back to work. They did not do so and he told them that if
they were not going to work they should go out of the workshop.
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They went out. The District Magistrate came there and called
me there. The District Magistrate was Mr. G. S. Dutt. He
called me to effect a settlement. He took me to the Deputy
Agent, who said the workers would get their pay for that day
and should go back to work and their grievances would be
considered. So work was resumed next day. Some 20 or 25
days later 6 men were dismissed but no reply was given about
the grievances. They were prominent Union workers. The
men were angry at this and petitioned for the reinstatement of
those men to the Works Manager. 4 of them were taken back
‘but 2 were not. That did not satisfy the men. Efforts were
made on their behalf. At the same time the reply about the
grievances was received. The annexure to D 207 (4) is a copy
- .of the notification issued by the Agent, E.I. Railway. A copy of
it was hung up in the Workshop in English, and Hindi. The
men were excited and downed their tools and sat in the shops.
I heard of it at midday and at 4 p.m. when they came out a
meeting was held in Maidan. I attended it. No other outsiders
attended. The leaders of the men said they would not work
until they got redress. Next day however they went back to
work, but instead of working they just sat idle, resisting per-
.suasion. Next day 8th March they were locked out. Isenta
_ wire informing the President of the Union. He came a few
.days later, Meanwhile meetings were being held morning and
evening and T addressed thém. So far as I remember no out-
:piders came. Workers also addressad the meetings, many of
-them. The object of the meetinzs was to keep the men together
-and control them so that they should not go away anywhere.
We ussd to take a roll call. The object of control was to prevent
riots. A wire was also sent to N. M. Joshi. He replied that I
should meet the Agent and try to effect a settlement. On that
wire I and the President and some workmen interviewed the
Agent. I selected the men at a meeting. Nothing was settled
with the Agent and he was not willing to listen to us. Some 10
or 12 gr’ievancés were mentioned to him. We had discussed the
grievances beforehand in our Committee. After our return there
was a meeting in the evening when the men were informed.
The men said they would continue the struggle until their
grievances were settled. A statement was issued by the Presid-
ent on behalf of the Union which appears on pages 1 and 2 of
the Weekly Mazdur dated 21-3-28. The President then went
away to Europe on business. The sirike went on under my
guidance. After that when no hope of settlement appeared I
issued an appeal to all the Unions in Calcutta for money and
men. D 146 (156) pages 1 and 3 contain that appeal. Other
similar appeals were issued. Such is D 127, which bears my
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signatura. A Conferencs was held at Lillooah t3 which many
porsons came. It is meénSiened in D 197. After it sdme worke.s
- came t0 help; 8prait accused Gopon Chakravarty aad Mani Baba
and Mukand Lal Sirkar, aid many bthers. ﬁuka.nd Lal was the
first. He Stayed some 15 days at Lillooah, at the Union Oﬁice

He had invited Sinizwravelu Chéttlar of. Midrds. Singaravelu's
policy and mine did not agtes, and 86 both of them went away.

I suggested they shoeuld go if they did 1ot agree with ms. Spratt
ecame a day or #o after the Conference, to see the strike biit as
he did not know Hindi he could not do much work. Spratt used
to attend some meetings. Meetings continued to bé held twice
daily throughout the stike so far as I remember. Most of the
meetings were addressed by me or by the workers. I had cal]eﬂ'
my Assistant Secretary Sahain Babu from Dinapur and Mr. B.C.

Mittra Manager of the Mazdur: They also used to speak.

I know Shib Nath Banarjee accused. The President Mf.
Sinha mentioned him to me oncé when I was at Dinapur. I was
then ill and going on leave, and had asked for someonsa fb be
appointed General Secretary. Shib Nath was sent for from
Calcutta to work at Dinapir. It was about the middle of 1927,
ptobably June. He was however unable to come to Dinapur.
Work increased at Dinapur and I was unable to go on leavé and
then I wont away to Lillooah. There Shib Nath came to see me_.
I told him that when I wanted his help I woald send fof him.
Hé used to come and sed me from fime to time. At the time of
Purcell and Hallsworth’s visit sbout January 1928 Shib’ Nath
ook me to them to introduce me fo them. A reception’ was
-organised for them at Lillooah and Shib Nath helped in organis-
ing it. It was on behalf of the Union. After the Bamangachi
firing I sent for Shib Nath to help in the strike.

Sd. R.L. YOREE.-

11-2-32.

I calléd him' to help in the inquiry and in conducting it and
looking after the interests of the Union. He was then taken as’
Joint Secret.ary of the E. I. Railway Union. He remained so
until the end of August 1928. After that I went on leave and
he acted as Gerieral Secretary. Possibly I returned from leave
in September. After my return he continued as Joint Secretary.
It the time of the strike his duty was to conduct court, cases and
to do Liis ‘best to enlist Cono'ress sympathy and help, and to attend
and speak at Union meetings. He was given Court work because
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he ‘'was on terms of acquaintance with many barristers, and
Congress work because there his janpahchan (acquaintance) was
to a special degree. After Bamangachi others also came to
assist such as Subash Bose, J. M. Sen Gupta, and others, and
officebearers of the Railway Unions and other Unions, and
Andrews and Giri and Naidu and other labour leaders. They
used to attend and address the daily meetings. There were 2
meetings a day for 4 months that is over 200in all. The most
frequent speakers were myself, Godbole, S. N. Sahai, K. D. Bose,
and certain of the workmen. Banarjee accused also sometimes
spoke when he had leisure to attend the meetings. I do not
remember up to when S. N. Sahai remained helping us. Spratt
accused may have spoken in 3 or 4 meetings in all. Muzaffar
Ahmad also came to Lillooah during the strike sometimes, 2 or 8
times altogether. He never spoke at meeting. He was called
because he knew well the work of Secretariat but he did not do
anything. D 146 (1) and (5) to (11) and D 160 (1) & (2) were
edited by me (copies of Weekly Mazdur). The editorials in thesn
were written by me. I used to write them at Lillooah and send
them to Dinapur where the paper was printed. The 3 telegrams
printed at foot page 2 and top page 8 in D 146 (10) were sent by
me and are copies of the originals. The statement of the
Agent on page 3 is printed form from a copy given by
a workman from the workshop where it was hung up.
I do not remember at what meeting what resolution was passed
gzabani. After meeting the resolution printed at page 8 of
D 146 (9) witness said I do not remember that this resolution
was passed. It must have been passed. I can not say who sent
this report to be printed there. I attended a meeting at which
the persons mentioned in this report were present. I issued the
statements headed Workers’ Demands and More Light printed
at pages 3 & 4 of D 160 (1) Weekly Mazdur. (Witness took b
minutes to read these through before being able to answer).
The Agent's Communique on page 4 was printed from a copy
given to me from those hung upin the workshop. On page 3
of same number the article Bamangachi news was not written
by me. Asfaras think the article Retrenchment Win Work-
shop on page 3 of D 146 (7) was written by me. The Agent's
Circular there referred to was received by me through the work-
shop. I attended the Shraddhanand Park meeting mentioned
in D146 (7). By Court. 1 do not remember its date. By
Counsel. The resolutions mentioned at page 5 of the saime issue
were passed at a meeting of the Exccutive Committee of the
Union. The Appeal for Help which appears on page 5 of D 146 (5)
was written by me. In D 146 (3) the notices of All Bengal
Labour Conference and Labour Procession were both issued by me.
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Newg of .the Llllooah Sbn’ke was mostly pubhshed in the
Forward and Amrita’ Bazar Pad:nka Their reporters. used toi
vmt my office, and attend the meet.mgs When 1 had leisure 1
useci to read the reports. If there was anything special the office
clerks used to show the reports to me. Ihad read the report in
D 160 (4) cutting at the time of its pubhoa,tlon I was present
at the meeting mentloned therem The resolution prmted here
was passed. After that resolution was passed 1 bega,n to corres-’
pond with other Umons and with the ALT.U.C. and B. T.U.F..
asking them to take steps against the retrenchment. The
retrenchment, further gxcited the men and a.ﬁ'eot,ed the stnke
therefore I was not present at the Ba.manga,oha moxdent on
98th March butI had taken a procession to the Agent's office ,
that morning. I was the leader and I had 10,000 or 12,000 work-
men with me. It was to speak about a settlement. It wasin
accordance with a decision at Workers meeting. The Agent
‘asked for a deputation of 20 men. I went in it with 19, workmen
The Agent heard the men but made no eett]ement. We came
back. At about 5 p.m. I heard the news of the ﬁrmg, a,nd went
to the spot. The Union msmtuted a case before the. Ma.gmtra.te.
In that connection the Magistrate held an inquiry and I deputed
Banarjee accused in that inquiry. Banarjee a.eeused was not
present with the deputation that went to the Agent. I met him;
that dey, then said, I met him on 29th March but not on 28th;.
There was a meeting at Albert Halk after the Bamangachi
shooting a.nd I attended it. Iread a report of the meeting, ing
the Forward or Amrita Ba.zaa' Perhaps B. Mrinal Kanti Bose -
presided. I also spoke there.’ Resolutlons appointing a Non- .
Official Inquiry Committee and a Medical Committee. were
passed. The Non-Official Committee held an inquiry. Banarjee
acoused worked on that Committee for the Union. Mr. Andrews
came a week after the shooting to hear the case and to arrange.
a settlement. Banarjee accused brought him from Calcutta. He.
had an interview with the Agent and’ after it the B.T.U. F.
held a meeting at Wellington Square of which Mr. Andrews
was President. At that meeting Mr. Andrews reduced the.
demands, . and asked the Secretary B.T.U.F. to take a
deputation with those reduced dsmands'to the Agent. The
Agent however refased to.meet the deputation of the B. T. U. F.
8: or 10 days later we filed an application to the Howrah.
Ma.gnstra.te Mr, Douglas. I and all the strikers went. Banarjee:
accused and Mandal Babu also went. The Magistrate-sent for-
the Railway officer and he came and taJked to us but nothmg wag-
settled. Wo asked Mr. Dougla.s to help us get the arrears of pay,
or settle the strike. I had written letters to him and’ reee:vedf
replies and may perhaps recognise his mgna.ture D 674 bears



his signature, and this is the order which came to us after the
meeting. (Mr. Sinha wishes to prove the application made to
the District Magistrate of Howrah by means of a copy of a news-
paper. It was presented in a Court and the proper secondary
evidence if the original is not obtainable (which is not shown to
be the case) is a certified copy). Banarjee was present at the
talk with the Railway officer. I do not remember anything
gpecial he did. The Magistrate’s order was explained to the
workers at a meeting that evening. They were disappointed.
A fresh application was made to the Magistrate that the dues
should be made or arrangements made for feeding the strikers.
The Magistrate arranged an interview with the Agent and we
went. It was2or3days later. Mr. Douglas was there and I and
Ghosh accused, and B. P. Pyne and Banarjee accused and some
workmen. There was a long discussion with the Agent but
without any result. The demands had been still further reduced.
On our return we informed the men at a meeting at Howrah
Maidan. It was decided that if no settlemment could be arrived
at the strike should beexterffled along the line. Men were accord-
ingly sent along the line to do this. To Ondal Spratt and Dharni
Goswami accused were sent and one man from the Union; they
had been called in to help and were not officebearers of the Union.
There were no other persons available to send. We were very busy
at Lillooah. T do notremember but perhapsit was I who proposed
extending the gtrike along the line. The idea was to put pres-
"sure on the authorities. Many workers spoke at the meeting on
that proposal. Ondal and Asansol men had also come to that
meeting. The workers who spoke supported the proposal, so did
the Ondal men and Asansol men. I do not know if Spratt
accused was present at that meeting or not. Nor do I recall
how many persons spoke on the proposal. After 8 or 10 days
steps were taken for extending the strike. I think the delay was
due to arrangement being made for doing Satyagraha at Howrah
Court. There was a quarrel about it. Satyagraha was due to

the workers thinking something about a settlement might come
~ out ofit. I do not remember if any appeal was made after the
decision to extend the strike. I went on the line myself later,
some 6 days after the strike started at Ondal. That was perhaps
at the beginning of June. Men were being sent and meetings
held at Ondal, Asansol and Sitarampur for extending the strike.
To Ondal later Noni Babu, Radha Raman Mittra and Sahai and
Godbole went. The same went to Asansol. Noni Babu Mukher-
jee was Branch Secretary of the Ondal Branch. The expenses
of sending them were paid by the Union. These persons worked
there according fo my “rai” that is they consulted me and
acted on my instructions, Reporte and telegrams used to be
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sent. to me from those places. I do not remember any visit of a.
Government or Railway officer aftér the Ondal’and Asdnsol’
strikes or at that time. I used to meet. Mr. G. S. Dutt District’
Magistrate of Howrah daﬂy I also mtemewed ‘the Gavernor,
in the hope of a settlement being effected; but Wlthout result. I
received a reply a few days later. Later T went fo’ the Agent
a.long with Kunwar Arun ‘Singh and that also had no result.

The strike went on to 10th July when it was called off. I was at
Lillooa.h at the time. It was called off because the funds were
at an end and the men were suﬁ'ermg, and exhausted. The
decision to ca.Il off the strike was reached at a. meetlng at
Lillooah where I oxplained the situation to the men. The stmke
ended at Lillooah that day and men were sent a.long the line to
ca_Il off the strike. I think Spratt and Banarjee and Dinesh
Chandra Roy were sent. So the strike was called off at OQndal
and Asansol also. Those who had goné to conduct the strike
came back to Lillooah and their respective homes. Spratt
perhaps came back to where he was living at Calcutta. ~After
that there were no relations between Spratt’ and the Umon

Banarjee returned to Lillooah and continued to work as JOlnf
Secretary. D 146 (156) sheets 2 and 4 are a.ppeals issued by me,
dunng the strike. These appeals were sent out to all Umons,
Works and everywhere. I received monetary assistance fiom
the ALT.U.C, BT.UF, ALRF, BN. Ra.xlwa.vaon EBRU

and other Calcutta Unions and also from Congrea_s and Khﬂa.fa_t.
Committees. An Anna Fund was also started. T also went to
Kanchrapara, Srirampur, Titagarh and other places myself with
men to collect subscriptions., Money also came from outside
India, from England, Amsterdam and Russia, I do not know
from what bodies. English money came through the A.LT.U.C.

It is my idea that an account was kept’ of all the money recejved
and spent, and published in the newspapers. It must have- been
pubhshed in the Weekly Mazdur, Forward or Patrika. I cer-
tainly sent such accounts to the newspapers. I sent the ‘portion
headed Account of Foreign Help at the foot of column 4 in
D 124 (19) for publication. The letter printed in the cutting
D 126 (1) is mine. D 672 is another appeal which I issued. The
‘manuscript writing at foot is not mine. Appeals were_lssued in
English, Hindi and Bengali and Urdu. " -

The notice about an All-Bengal Labour Conference was insert-
‘ed in D 146 (3) because it had been decided by the Lillooah Union
‘to hold such & eonference. Notices were issued to warious labour
‘centres and associations by ue :as General Becretary of the
‘B.LR.U. D 149 (1) & (2).are notices of.the Conference and Pro-
‘cession which I sent to newspapers like -those .in D 146 (3.
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I sent others also to other newspapers. Some 15 or 20 days before
the National Congress I and Banerjee accused went to Dr. B. C.
Roy General Secretary of the Reception Committee of the Indian
National Congress and gave him a written petition for permission
to hold a Labour Conference in the Congress Pandal during thé
National Congress. The permission was granted. A written
permission was given to us. (Note; both the above replies which
contain statements as to the contents of documents not produced
are ruled out). I issued the vernacular notices D 161 and D 277
(8 sheets) which are shown. D 684 is a license for a procession
13-10-28 which I received from the Police. D 73 (8) is -a notice
issued and signed by me. The procession in D 684 and D 73 (8)
-was a rehearsal for the procession to be held at the Labour Con-
ference. It started at Lillooah. Iled it. D.C. Roy and S.R.
Mandal also took part.

The procession of which this was the rehearsal actually took
place on 30th December 1928. That also started from Lillooah
and wasled by me and Banarjee accused and D.C. Roy and Mandal
and Radha Raman Mittra accused. Spratt and Muzaffar Ahmad
accused were not there, and had nothing to do with that process-
ion. The procession went from Lillooah to the Ochterlony Monu-
ment Maidan, where it has been arranged that workers from
Matiaburz and Titagarh and Kidderpnr etc should meet. Those
workers were led to the Maidan by the leaders of their Unions.

D 685 is a license which I received from the Police Commiss-
ioper about the procession of 30th December. 1 reached the
Ochterlony Monument at 8 or 9 a.m. We left there at 10.30 or
lla.m. We were delayed there because the Deputy Commissioner
of Police stopped us there for a short time. I cannot say why
he stopped us. After that he allowed us fo go on. From there
we continued to lead the procession and B. Rajendra Prasad of
Patna and Mani Lal Kothari Congressmen were with us. Spratt
and Muzaffar accused were not with us. We went to the gate of
the Congress. We found the gate closed. It was about 12.30 or
1 p.m. and the Congress time was approaching. The gatekeepers
refused to let us in. I sent 2 or 3 men to Pandit Moti Lal Nehru
and we got permission to go in. We went in and heild our con-
ference in the Congress pandal. Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru was
President of our Congress. He and Pt. Moti Lal Nehru andl
spoke and Radha Raman Mittra accused and 2 or 4 others. ~ The
meeting lasted an hour. As we were going out Gandhi arrived
and made a speech also. He did it standing on a motor inside

the gate. The Conference was held to enlist the sympathy of
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CIdgresd Yoadels fof the grievancés of the workers. I mentloned
them in my speech.. After that the ‘éonﬂ‘arenee ended and we
came away. : :

4. r. L YonKE
12—2-32.

Aftor the 1ackont bogan the Workshop gate Wis Brst openéd
azdift o 95th 6¢ 26th Miy. Many men weoht in thal ddy ’but
did 8o work. Od that 66éasion Mr. Douglas called ine into thd

workshop and asked s o take thé tien out as they werb not
B working. .1 asked the men to come outand they did so. At
4 p.i., the tisual meéting was held and it was deelded in it that
it the gaté was opened the men wouid go in but not work. Nex
daj ga.‘be wis again Opened The men on duty at the ga,te a.ske
the men to affix their thunib unprebsmns toa statement that if
théy weént in the would work. Some did so and went in but they
did fiot work. Ths Workehop authommes turned them out The
was dgain 4 meeting and it wa.s decided that the men Woufg
dot go in till & set.tlemen{. was reached, a.nd the Umon mstruet,e
the med to go in, Atter i;hab the men did not go in till the
striks wad dalled off. In India the greatest amount of help ui
tbé striké " Was received from the Bengal Provincial ( Congres
Committée. They gaveé us Rs. 7CfOO at the begmnmu- and at en
of Jiiné or beginning of July Rs. 2000 For the latier amount,
I and Banarjee went £ Subash Bose, Lo ask for help. He gave
us rice worth Rs. 3000, fiot cash. In the ea,rly s},ages the Umon
had funds for d.lstnbut.mg reliet; that was up to May Aftef
thal we got help from the B.T. U. F and after that the Congrees
at end of May took eharge, and helped up-! 1o 2nd or 3rd J uly
t used to produce the accounts of all moneys recelved and ex-
pended before the Executive Commxﬁtee of the Union at Dma.pur
The total amount expended during the strike was about
Rs. 43,000 or 44,000. The accournts were audited by a Chattered
Accountant, as required by the Trade Unions Act, for submissioi
to Government. In my opinion no financial help was zreceiveg
- from the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party in the strike. My Unigif
alse received no money from that Party before or after the strike,
When we went to interview the Governor. the demands had
- again been reduced below the reduction made by Mr. Andrewd.
At the time of Kunwar Arun Singh's intervention the demsndd
had been even farther reduced. The only demands then were:
Ne Victimisation and Recognition of the Union,

Theré was d Factory Workerd” Union at Howrah with o¥ite
it Tolkaghat It wad founded I thiok in Jadusry 1928. 1 was
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the founder, and President. Banarjee accused never had any-
thing to do with that Union.

I attended the A.I. T. U. C. Jharia Congress as represent.
ative of the E.I R.U. Banarjee accused and B, C. Mittra
were also representing it there. We all 8 stayed together in the
delegates’ camp. 1 attended that Congress throughout. We
used to receive daily agenda in advance, and the 3 of us used to
discuss them, and decide how we should vote, and speak. We all
3 did as we bad decided to do, and voted together. I spoke on
the 1st day. The 2nd day I was unwell and did not speak
Banarjee accused spoke once or twice that day.

‘We all 3 also attended the meetings of the A. I R. F. Con-
ference. Our Union was not affiliated that year. But we got
special permission from the President to attend. I was also
allowed to speak on a special proposal. We did not vote as we
were not authorised to do so. D 675 is in my handwriting. It is
in reply to a letter which I received from Banarjee accused.
That letter was in the Asansol Office. I cannot say where it is
now. The Asansol files came to the Lillooah office. Mr. Saha
mentioned in D 675 was a reporter of the Englishman, and had
come to me with news about the settlemient from K. Arun Singh.
So far as I remember the terms were amended by Arun Singhs
D 677 (1) to (6) are all in my handwriting. Ratanganj is my
home. I had gone there ill. I know the handwriting of B. C.
Mittra. D 683 (1) to (5) are in his handwriting and (6) to (8)
bears his signature and some writing in his hand. I know J. N.
Chattarji accountant of my Union and his handwriting and sig-
nature. D 679 and 680 are both his. Dinesh Chandra Roy was
dlerk in the Lillooah branch of my Union and I know his hand-
writing. D 681 and 682 are in his handwriting. In D 677 (2) the
person referred to as Gopal is my nephew whose name is
Promodh Kumar Dutt. Gopal is his home name.

By Ghosh accused. D 207 (9) bears my stamped signature.
1 sent this letter to the Secretary B. T. U. F. I attended public
meetings under the. auspices of the B.T.U. F., three meetings.
The object of those meetings was to collect funds for the Liilooah
strikers. I attended a meeting held at Beadon Square, and one
held at Wellington Square. At the Beadon Square Meeting
B. Mrinal Kanti Bose at first presided, and after some time
B. Subash Chandra Bose came and presided. A resolution was
passed to form a deputation to wait upon the Agent, for settle-
ment of the strike. The terms stated were the minimum de-
mands stated by Mr. Andrews in the Wellington Square meet-
ing, which had been held the day before. 1 received a copy of
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correspondence Between Ghose acoused and "the Agent. Those
copies will be in the Union office. I-am not how connected - withe,
the E. I Railway Union. I did 1ot as Secretary of the Union
receive any letters from the Agent. I may have received: éne or
2 from his office. I do not remember who signed them. Tke
Committee which was appointed to form the deputation at the
Beadon Square meeting was C. F. Andrews, Subash Bose,
Satyendra Nath Bose, Kishori Lal Ghose, myself, Mrinal Kanti Bose,
and 2 or 4more. S.N. Boseisa M.A.L. The Agent refused to receivé
this deputation. I firstsaw Ghose accused at Lillooah in -the mid-
dle of Febfuary probably, along with Mrinal Kanti Bose; | had asked
accused and Mrinal Babu to come and address a meeting. The next:
time I saw him was with Mrinal Babu and' Tushab Kanti Ghose
at the office of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, when I went fthere.
with Mr. D.P. Sinha. I had asked Mr. Sinha to ask the B.T.U.F.
~ to help us in the strike as he was going to Europe. It was a day,
ar 2 after the strike began. b5 or 7 days later Mrinal Babu and.
accused Ghose visited the Lillooah office. Mr. Ghose said he hads
come to write the grievances of the workers and their demands
with a view to writing them to the A.LT.U.C. He did take,
notes I received letters from Mr. N.M. Joshi Secretary A.LT.U.C.,
in the course of the strike. (Witness is asked to prove D 208
(14) and (16) copies of letters received by him as Secretary of the
E.LR.U. Question disallowed. The originals are in the ELR:
Office and have not been called for. Prosecution objects)
Before the strike was called off I consulted other people besides
the workers at the meeting referred to above. I consulted the
Secretary A. I. R. F. B, A.N. Bose, Subash Bose, Mrinal Kanti
Bose, Kishori Lal Ghose accused, J. M. Sen Gupta, and others
who had helped in the strike. I issued a statement to the
Press about the calling off of the strike, and saw it in the
newspapers. It was probably in Forward or Amrita Bazar, a
few days after the calling off of the strike, and was correctly
reproduced. I sent a cable to Moscow for help for the strikers.
[ did not consult Ghose accused about doing that. The cable
was refused as objectionable. It was published in the English
newspapers in Calcutta and comments were made against the
workers because of it. Afterwards I had some talk wwh Ghose
accused about it. He told me the Cawnpore A.LT.U.O, had
decided that Unions should not send wires to Europe di'rect. but
if it was necessary it should be through the A.LT.U.C. I did not
know of the resolution. Y received the money from Russia at
the end of May or beginning of June at time of the BaqrId. ¥
got the money from Lloyds' Bank. In order to get the money
I bad to and did get myself identified before the District
Magistrate. |



I was the leader of the Lillooah strike. The control did
not at any stage pass into any other hands. I used to see state-
ments of accounts from time to time published over the name of
Ramanand Chattarjee. They were like D 174 (5). I used to
receive money from B.T.U.F., but I cannot say how much.

(No other accused wishes to examine the witness as his
. witness.)

XXN. No accused wishes to cross-examine the witness. By
Crown Counsel. The Weekly Mazdur was started in 1924. T
was the Editor then and until the middle of 1928. I find a
difficulty in expressing myself in English because I have never
given evidence in Court before. I speak Hindustani better than
I speak English I think. The English phrases used by me
yesterday ‘and quoted to me are not good Hindustani. I read .
mostly Forward, Amrita Bazar Patrika and occasionally English-
man when any article of inine appears. The accused Spratt did
suggest the extension of the strike to Ondal and up the line.
The other people who sent the wire to Russia with me were
Spratt and Muzaffar Ahmad accused. I cannot recall if it was
addressed to Profintern. Nor do I remember hearing the name
of Profintern. I cannot say if the money that came from Russia
came from the All-Russian Cooperative Bank, nor can I remem-
ber the name of the person who sent it. Nor would I remember
if I heard it. I do mnot know the name Lozovsky. When we
went with the petition about the Labour Conference I saw Dr.
B. C. Roy and gave him the petition. There was a copy of that
petition. The answer was in the office. I do not know if it is
still there. I do.not remember if I saw a copy of the Forward
of 30th December 1928. I do not remember what day it was.
(D b4 (2) page 156 Col. 2 para. headed “a misunderstanding.”)
The statement in the first 2 sentences implying that permission
was not granted for the holding of the Labour Conference in the
Congress Pandal is not true. Forward is the official paper of
Congress. I cannot say whether there was in Forward of 30th
December an official statement that permission was not granted.
{Issue of Forward of 30-12-28 paze 6 col. 6 shown to witness
beaded False Rumour. Also at page 7 col. 4 headed also False
Rumour). It was not possible for the publicity Secretary of the
Congress to put in such a notice as the latter as the notice
of the Labour Conference was appearing‘daily in'the Forward.
It is false that permisA)n was not given. In the former passage
the statement that no permission had been applied for or had
been -given was false. I cannot remember whether I saw
Amrita Bazar Patrika that day or the next. I saw an account
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of the procession in the papers next day but 1 do not. recall what.
paper. (Prosecution tenders the copy of Forward conta.mmg the
2 passages referred to which are marked P 2616 (1) and (2)-
Copies to be taken and marked as P 2616 (1) a.nd (2) C and 't‘he
original returned.) ' |

It is not a fact that it is untrue that permmsxon was ever
granted

I was not aware whether Banarjee was authorised to attend
the A. I. T. U. C., Jharia Session as a delegate of the Bengal
Juteworkers' Association. 1 do not remember on what point I
apoke at the A. I. T. U. C. meeting, or on what point Banarjee
spoke, T have been convicted twice for defamatory articles in
the Weekly Mazdur :

ReXXN. Spra.tt accused made the suggestmn to extend Qhe
strike 4 or 6 times. The first time was probably at the end of
March or beginning of April. He continued to make the suggest-
ion up to the time he was actually sent. The last time was
about the end of May. I did not agree to accept the suggestlon
the first time it was made and said Not Yet. I went on making
that reply up to end of May. The names of Spratt; and Muzaffar
were put in the telegram to Russia because I did not know any-
thing about things in Russia. Volunteers: They told me that
money could be got from there if a telegram was sent. I did not
consult the Executive Committee before sending that telegram.
I did ask Sahai Babu and B. C. Mittra of my office before send-
ing it. When the telegram was returned everyone in the . office
saw it. After the telegram came back Banarjee accused said it
should not have been sent, and you should not have put your
name along with these people.

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
13-2+32,

DW, 21,

Mr. L. G. Khare. on 8. A. Witness for Desai accused. Iam
the Editor of the Bombay Chronicle. Its circulation is about
18,000 to 20,000 per day. I am a B. A. of Cambridge University.
I studied Journalism also and worked on the Tribune in 1908 and
1908. From 1916 I began to work as a Journalist in this country.
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I have been associated with the Bombay Chronicle from that
time. I went on as a Special Correspondent for some 10 years.
From 1926 I was understudy to the Editor Mr. Brelvi. My
special job was to collect Labour Statistics and deal with Inter-
national Politics. I have acted as Editor informally when
Mr. Brelvi was away and formally when he went to Jail at the
time of the Civil Disobedience agitation. I was Editor and pro-
prietor of a weekly paper called “The Indian Nationalist” which
ran for about 2 yeais. I stopped working on it as my duties on
the Chronicle left me no time. The Chronicle has correspond-
ents in different parts of the world. The Chief Editor appoints .
them. As a rule no one else in the office knows the names unless
they are correspondents who want their names to be known. I
know Mr. Brelvi's handwriting and signature, D 760 and 761 bear
Mr. Brelvi's signature, as does D. 726. I know Mr. M.R. Jayakar
who is a friend of mine. The signature on D. 763 is his. I know
M. G. Desai accused in Court. He was a member of our staff, at
the end of 1927 and left it after about a month. Several weeks
later he came to see me.- He came to see me abouta weekly
journal, at the instance of Mr.. Brelvi. He wanted to consult me
about the business prospects of a weekly paper. I advised him
against it- as no weekly had any prospects unless it were to be a
special kind of paper. One must have means of one’s own to do it.
If it were going to be a paper of the type of The New Leader it
could not be sold fok more than 2 pice. After a long time he came
again. He told me he was determined on the new venture and
wanted to put money in it. I warned him again saying I had
lost, Bs 4000 over mine but he said he was going to doit. He
asked me to suggest a name. I said it was difficult but
for a weekly the name should be short and significant.
He asked me to suggest 4 or 5 names as a lot of weeklies came
to my office and I suggested he should call it the Champion, -
but warned him against the printer's devil who might make it
into Champagne. I also suggested Torch but he did not like it.
So I suggested Spark from the Electric Spark and said I hope it
would not be an intermittent sort of Spark, and then went away.
I saw the first issue of the Spark. I know a Mr. Dhairyawan.
He is my night Sub Editor. I gave him leave twice to go to do
something for the Spark. My pg;per receives articles and contrib-
utions containing views which dre not in consonance with the
official views of the paper. We publish such if they are worth
having. We dont nowadays append any note to the effect that
we dont agree with our correspondent’s views. That is out-of-
‘date journalism. I know Spratt accused in Court. He came to
the Chronicle office once to see me, in connection with an article
on Miners’ Cost of Living which he had contributed. Under
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Mr, Brelvi's mstructxona I asked hlm to finish the article and
give me the second part of it. He came once again (I saw him
only twice at the office). I introduced Spratt to Desai gceused
who happened to come in saying that Desai was a man who had
worked in -the-New Leader office and was interested in the
collection of Labour Statistics. I then went on with my own
work. The Sunday Worker used to come to our office, not
regularly buf{ some stray issues now and then. Some 2 years
ago I used also t9 see a Communist paper called [nprecorr coming
to the office, Ihavs also seen publications of the League against
Imperialism. = Same of its pamphlets used sometimes to. come to
our office. We have a Co,rrespondent for the Bombay Chronicle
in Moscow also, and we publish his contributions, over his name
which is Aziz or A. Aziz. We inclugde articles on Russia in the.
Sunday edition alinost every week. That is because it is an
itemn of news value. (Mr. Sinha tenders 13 Sunday issues of the
Bombay Chronicle which are marked D 764.)

No other accused wishes to exa.mme Mr. Khare as hlS

witness.) .

XXN. By accused. Nil.

By (Crown Counsel. My age is 44 and I took my degree in
1910 and came out tp India at the end of 1910. At firstI
{taught people French and German from then to 1922 or 1923.
One year I was [Professor .in [French also. After that .my
Chronicle work which had. been, by contribution and going round
.as Special Correspondent increased. I ran the Indian Na,tlonal
dst in 1924 and 1926, About a month after .Desai left the
Chronicle. [ found that he had gone to the Indjan ,Nat;onal
.Herald. It was .a couple of months a,ft,er_,he.left us that he first
.came to consult me about his paper. It was then he told me that
<he was in the ;Indian National Herald. He did not mention to
.me the financial condition of the Herald. I gathered from his
talk that he wanted to leave the Herald but I did not ask him
why. Some months later the Herald collapsed. His first wvisit
I should estimate to be in February 1928 and the second about
April. I cant say if the Herald has collapsed by the time of the
second visit. The name accused Desai himself suggested for
his paper was I think the Guardian. I said the name was too
common. He. also suggested Nationalist but I objected that it
‘was too near the name of my. paper which { aoped to revive. It
swould not have heen a rival as mine was'a ‘heavy sort of paper
cpsting 2 annas. I always read the artic les on .Russia which
appear in the Bombay Chronicle. I have also read many books
on the Russian Revolution. I know who Lenin was, I did not
know that Lenin ever ran a paper. What I knew was that he
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was a Prince who turned Communist. I bad read a book by
Michael Farman and also Lenin and Gandhi by Rene Fullop-
Miller: I read them when they appeared and I should say
before this talk with Desai, about the name for his paper. 1
cant name. off hand any other book on Russia or Lenin
I had read. I am not aware that Lenin ever had any-
thing to do with a paper called the Spark. Desai
accused has never told me what the point was in this case
about his editorship of the Spark and I dont know yet what the
point is. The passage on page 64 in D. 302 Lenin and Gandhi by
B. Fullop-Miller (the whole of the last para on that page) was
read by witness who said : I skipped a lot of this and never read
that passage (about Iskra (or spark.) I did not read the first
number of Desai’s Spark I'm afraid. My paper did not comment
on it. I did not see it commented on in any- other paper.
He did mnot ask me and I did not offer to write
anything for his paper. I have sometimnes read Sunday
‘Worker and Inprecorr. I dont know if they are prohib-
~ited. I gathered they must be prohibited because they did not
come to the office for the last 2 years. They did not come reg-
ularly at any time. No one else was presgnt at either of my 2
conversations with Desai accused. They took place in my per-
sonal office in the Chronicle office. 1 was then Assistant Editor
and had a private room. I mentioned these conversations to
Mr. Brelvi. I dont know if he is coming as a witness. He is in
prison. Mr. Dhairyawan has been in the Chronicle some
12 years. Desai told me he had enough means to start a paper.
He did not say he did not mind if it failed. I dont know when’
he was finally out of a job. I did not keep in close touch with
him. About April I learnt that he had left the Herald I think;
I learnt that there was some quarrel between him and the
Herald peoplé. He had had the quarrel before he came to me
the second time. I had heard it. He said to me that he was
* not satisfied with the Herald people. I asked him why and he
said it was a question of money or something, some financial
" trouble. I saw Desai accused when he came to Bombay on bail,
He said he wanted somd files of the Daily and Sunday Bombay
Chronicle. He did not see Mr. Brelvi, he could not. Mr. Breivi
was.under detention and Desai could not see him. I did not ask
him (Desai) how he was getting on in his case. I did not see him
again tillIsaw him here. [arrived herelast Thursday and have seen
him atmy hotel. Ididnot talk to himabout the case. I told him }
was quite comfortable in the hotel and asked him to go away as 1
had a lot of work to do which I have brought with me. 1 am
afraid I have not read any number of Desai’s Spark.
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I first; m':af:'Spratt accused at the beginning of December 1927.
I get the date by remembering that we were writing comments
on the Miners’ Strikes in Britain and their cost of living then.
Desai had just been taken on at the end of November as a per-
manent member of our staff. The conversation with Spratt was
also in my private room and no one else was present except
" Mr. Desai who happened to come in. On Spratt’s second visit no
one at all was present. I dont know what Desai’s object-
ion was to the name Torch. I would not be prepared to say that
for the newspaper boys “Torch’ was easier ta shout than ‘Ishpark.’
I dont know anything about any articles contributed by Desai
accused as a Correspondent from England to the Chronicle. I
dont know the Mr. Field mentioned in D. 760.

(No accused claims any right to cross examine the witness).
I never had any letters from Desai or came across him except
4 or b times when I sent for him for some mistake, or something.

REXXX. ( Question -asked of witness “To what political
party do you belong” disallowed as not arising in REXXN). I
have no sympathy at all with Communism and very little interest
in it.

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YORKE.

15-2-32.

D.W. 22,

Mr. K. P. Khadilkar, on S. A. Journalist, Bombay, 60, I
am the proprietor of Sri Dattatraya and of 2 daily newspapers
Nawakal a Marathi daily and Swadhin Bharat a Hindu daily.
I pay supertax on an income exceeding Rs. 50,000 per annum, I
have been a journalist since 1926. I am a dramatist since 1834.

Ibegan my journalist career with the Kesri of Poona, as
Sub-Editor under the late Lokmaniya Tilak. I also acted as
Chief Editor of the paper, and was connected with the paper till
his death in 1920. Kesri’s normal circulation was about 30,000
but it rose at times to 50,000. After Tilak's death I came from
Poona to Bombay and became Editor of a Marathi daily called
Lokman, for about 2 years. Its circulation was 8,000 to 10,000,
Ileft it owing to difference of opinion among the directors.
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In 1922 Tilak’s followers fell into 2 camps, one under N.C. Kelkar
of Poona being for Responsive Cooperation and the other for
Gandhi’s full programme. I was one of the strong advocates of
the Gandhi policy. For that purpose I started my own paper
the Nawakal, as a daily. I also founded my own press. 1 was
editor of the Nawakal till February 1929, Since then my son is
the editor. I know Desai accused. I came to know him at the
beginning of 1928. He was working on the National Herald staff.
One of my sub-editors introduced him to me. As he was newly
returned from England and said he had journalistic experience
and I was wanting to start an English monthly then I asked him
if he would like to serve on my staff. I did not actually start
that monthly. I know Desai’s paper the Spark. It was printed
at my press. Desai first spoke .to me about the middle of 1928
and asked for quotations. He was getting quotations from other
places also. After a few weeks he came back to me and said
that as he was sure to incur loss I should encourage him by
giving him certain concessions. I advised him to issue as small
a paper as possible, as so that the loss might not exceed Rs. 500
to 600 per annum. He then asked me to give quotations for the
present size of Spark at concession rates. He said he would
start it at the end of Janunary or beginning of February 1929 as
he was on the staff of National Herald till the end of 1928. I
asked him the policy of his paper. He said it would be a Social-
ist paper conducted on the line of the Daily Herald of London.
I did not ask for any security because I knew he came from a
well-to-do family. This arrangement was made complete in about
November or December 1928. Desai used to come many times in
the week on business after that to my office. The date fixed for
starting the paper was the 1st week of February. It actually
started the last week of January. I had suggested to him that it
would be better if it started then for publicity, as there were the
Bombay municipal elections. They were on the 29th of January.
He accepted my suggestion. Nimbkar accused had approached
me for giving publicity to his views because he wanted support in
hiscandidature in the elections. He wanted it for the Labour Party
candidates. Ihad said to him that as the Congress had rejected the
Liabour Party candidates and I ' was a member of the Congress I
wouldnot be able to give him full support in my paperthe Nawakal.
But I would give second place to the Labour Party candidates
in my paper. I suggested to him thatif he approached Desai
he would get proper support, as the new English weekly was a
Labour weekly. Nimbkar said he was not acquainted with Mr.
Desai, and asked me to induce Desai to advocate their cause.
He left Manifestdes and other literature with me for Desai's use.
I gave that literature to Desai and suggested his having his 1st
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issue in the “iast_ week of January. 1did give some support to
Nimbkar and - the Labour Party candidates in my paper. (As
the Congress had not putin the full number of candidates for
all the seats I advised my readers in an editorial of Nawakal to
give support to the Labour candidates after giving their first
support to the Congress candidates). My paper also published
the manifestoes of the Labour Party candidates. I supported
the candidature of Nimbkar and the other Labour candidates
because during the 1928 Textile strike they ‘had worked very
energetically in the cause of the workers. Iknew Nimbkar ag
a Congress worker from before. P. 1262 (Ist issue of Spark)
Shown the note in italics at the top of column 3 of page 1 and
asked if he remembers anything about it witness said: Yes.
When the 1stissue was ready for publication I happened to see
Desai in the Press and asked him if anything had been putin
explaining why the paper was appearing a week earlier and the
2nd issue would not appear for a fortnight. Desai said he would
make arrangements immédiabely to put in the necessary explan-
ation. I know Mr. Dhairyawan. He is a journalist working on
the Chronicle staff and related to Desai accused. Desai had
told me that he himself would look after the whole business of
the Spark and that in his absence none else but Mr. Dhairyawan
should be allowed to do it. Mr. Dhairyawan used often to come
to my press in connection with the Spark.

{No other accused examines Mr. Khadilkar as his witness),

This piece of evidence is objeéted to as proof of contents of
a document. The objection is clearly sound and the evidence
stands as struck off the record.

" 8d. R. L. YORKE.
15-2-32.

XXN. No accused wishes to eross examine witness.

By Crown Counsel. I know the Daily Herald of London
and have seen and read it. It bears a resemblance to the Spark
in Policy. I know of the existence of the Workers' and Peasants’
Party. Iknew Dange and Nimbkar as the leaders of that party,
also Joglekar. I had heard of Mirajkar but was not well
acquainted with him. I may have seen his photograph or even
published it in Nawakal but I cant remember bim. I have not
seen any of the literature of the Workers' and Peasants’ Party
of Bombay. I believed their policy to be on the same lines as
the Daily Herald of London. It was not Desai who told me. I
got it from reading the reports of the meetings such as strike
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meetings in the daily papers of Bombay. I was arrested on
14-2-29, and charged under section 124 A and convicted
in connection with an article en the causes of the Bombay
riots. I got 1 year's' simple imprisonment and fine of Rs. 2000.
Prior to my arrest I was closely in touch with Congress activities
in Bombay not with all that was going on. Almost all the
meetings to which I referred above as those from which I got
the policy of W.P.P. were connected with Congress. Some of
- them may not have been. I cant give an instance. I know of a
public meeting in celebration of the anniversary of the Death of
Lenin. I did not attend it and dont know if it was under Con-
gress auspices. I did not see the account of that meeting in
Spark. I only saw the 1st number of Spark. I looked at the
paper to seeé what its policy was and whether what Desai had
 told - me was realised. I did not notice the column headed
Lenin is dead, not Leninism. I did not notice that there was an
account of this Lenin Day meeting. I know C. G. Shah by
name. , I did not read the article on page 6 over his name
entitled Storm in Heaven. In the editorial I just read a few
sentences where the policy of the paper was enunciated. I did
not read the whole editorial. I stopped before I came to the end.
I did not read the Article entitled Dominion Status appearing
over the name M. G. Desai. I read no subsequent issue of Spark.
Mr. Dhairyawan is a cousin of Desai on the sister’s side. 1 did
not attend any Lenin Day meeting apart from 1929. Important
events in Bombay are recorded in my paper. An account of a
‘Lenin Day meeting might have appeared. I dont remember I
cant say if any account of the meeting to celebrate the Anniv-
ersary of the Russian Revolution appeared in my paper.

(No accused claims any right to cross examine on the above.)

REXXN. Nil. -

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
15-2-32.



Crown d:aa,nsel, by request.

The card P 658 may be of Mr. Dhairyawan but I dont know.
I kept accounts of Spark. It did not go out direct from my
office: the copies were taken by Dhairyawan or Desai who
themselves distributed. 1 dont know the writing of Dha,xrya.wan
or Desa.l. I ha.d na register of subscribers to Spark

Read and admitted correct.
Sd. R. L. YoRkE,
15-2-32

REXXN. There is a man called Bagwe in my office not in
my employ who is & newsagent and, contractor for digtribution of
newspapers, mine and others.

Read and admitted correct.
' Sd. R.L. York=.

15-2-82;
D.W. 23,

V. K. Tawde witness for Alwe, Clerk. Bombay; or' S: A.-
(Ghose accused acts as mouthpiece for Alwe accused): 8. I'have:
been acting as a clerk the last 12 years and was. in' the Prahlady
Mill. I am not working there now. I left the: mill: in March?
1929 because I was. elected General Secretary of the Girnif
Kamgar Union, on. 23-3-29. I hawe known Alwe since 1920,
His brother used to live near my place and Alwe used to come.
there and so I came to know him..- I had heard his name before-
as a person working with Baptista, Jhabwala and others, attend:
ing meetings and taking part in Labour agitation. I became:
connected: with. a  Union. in.1923. It was-the Girni Kamgar-
Mahamandal, of which I was a member since itsfoundation. Iwas av
memberof: its managing Committee from the beginning. In the::
beginning Mr. Bhatwarkar was President and afterwards ‘Alwe, who+’
became President afew months after the foundation. The originalt
Mahamandal existed-as such till in May: 1928. 1 came to know
that there was a Union registered the Girni Kamgar Union was-.
registered . as. the. G. K. Mahamandal, with Mr. Mayekar as.
Secretary. Alwe:was its President af the time of registration.
The G. K: Union was also registered and.Alwe was its President.
He was not President of the Mahamandal after it was registered.
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There was a Textile workers' strike in 1923, over the stop-
. ing by the owners of the bonus which the workers used to get.
It was a general strike of all the mills. I attended mestings
during that strike. Some handbills were issued then. Alwe
accused addressed some meetings then and Isaw him. The
G. K. M. was founded while that strike was going on. I was a
member of a deputation which waited on the Governor during
that strike along with Alwe, Mayekar, Parulekar and others,
14 or 15 in all. In consequence of something said by the
Governor then we held a public meeting and founded the
G. K. Mahamandal. An Inquiry Committee of 3 persons after-
wards sat and the strike ended the Committee refusing to give
the bonus. I dont remember anything in the strike line happen-
ing in 1924. In 1925 there was another General strike of all the
mills because of a notice about a wage cut. The strike was con-
ducted by the G. K. M. A strike committee was formed after the
strike had started. Messrs Joshi, Bakhle and others were on
behalf of the Social Service League and Mayekar, Alwe etc
represented the G. K. M. Help was received in that strike from -
British Labour Union.

In 1926 there was strike in 2 mills of the Sasson Group, no
it was in 1927. It arose out of the introduction of the 3 looms
and 2 sides system. The millowner Sasson invited representa-
tives of the G.K.M. to discuss settlement. Alwe, Mayekar and
some others, strikers, went. They were all members of the
G.K.M. The strike was settled on the condition that the system
would be confined to those mills where it had been introduced
already. In 1928 there was again a strike in the Sasson group
in January probably, 10 or 11 mills being affected. It was
because the new system was extended to all the mills of the
Sassoon group. The G.K.M. conducted this strike. There was a
Committee of the Mahamandal to do it. D 439 (33) is a handbill
which I with others issued. I was the Secretary and Mayekar
General Secretary of the G.K.M. I know of a resolution remov-
ing Mayekar from the post of General Secretary. After bis
removal I did the work. At first Mayekar and afterwards Alwe
took the steps necessary for printing the handbills of the G.K.M.
In the G.K.M. strike committee were Alwe, Mayekar, myself
and some strikers. G. R. Kadam was a member of it. A strike
fund was formed for the relief of the workers, handbills were
issued and meetinzs held. Reslief started a month after the
strike began. The strike ended about the middle or end of
February.. Notice was given of a lockout and then after a few
days the strike came to an end. The scheme was withdrawn
from some mills. The strikers had approached the G.K.M. before
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going back b work, to ask for -advice :about that mpotice.
The G.K.M, left it to.the men to go back te work or not.
After this there was a strike in the Bombay Textile Mill of
Wadia. It was in March. The owners acceded to the strikers’

demands and the strike ended. It was through the efiorts of the
G. K. M. After2or4 days there was again strike in the Textile
_Mﬂl There was also a strike in- the Kasturchand Mill of the
Karrimbhoy group. It was in 1st week of April, and at the same
time as strike in Textile Mill. It was over a wagecut. - A.few days
later there was a strike in the Simplex mill, also over: wagecuts.
Then the 3 looms 2 sides scheme was started: in-2 mills -of -the
Finlay group of 3, and men were reduced in some other mills, in
the Karimbhoy group. Meetings were held by the G. K. M. to
explain to the people the condition of the mills and the com-
plaints of the strikers. It was suggested by the workers that a
- general strike should be called. The ,G. K. M. .called a public
meeting of all the workers and took their votes after explaining
the situation and then after that decided to call a general strike.

D 439 (30 to 87) are handbills issued by the G. K. Mahamandal.

D. 765 (1 to 6) shown to me were also issued by the Mahamandal.

(Note. No translations of these have been made. Accused must
furnish a translation, otherwise they will be treated as irrelevant.)
That decision was taken about the middle of April, and was
communicated to the workers by means of a handbill. 8 or 10
days afterwards the general strike began. * After it began a
strike committee was formed, about the end of April. It was
after that that the G.K.U. was registered. The strike committee
consisted of 30 members. I know Joglekar, Nimbkar, Dange,

Ghate, Mirajkar, Bradley accused since 1927 or 1928. I knew
Joglekar before 1927. I came to know Nimbkar when I was a
member of the Bombay Provincial Congress Commitiee and
Nimbkar was its Secretary. Joglekar used to come into the
G.E.M. with Mayekar. I became a member of the BP.C.C.in
1926-27. 1 was not a member of it in 1928. I met Dange after
. he came into the strike Committee in 1928. Mirajkar and
Bradley the same. After Mayeka.f either I or another Secretary
Satam used to write the minutes of proceedings of the G.K.M.
I can recognise Satam’s handwriting. D. 420 is the Minute book
of the G. K. M. 1In it page 9 back, 10 front and back, and 11 front
are in my handwriting. 13 back and 14, 15 & 16 front and back
are in Satam's handwriting. I dont know anything about the
Workers' and Peasants’- Party.

P 953. I dont know cither the original handwriting or that
in which the pencil corrections are made.. I recognise the red
pencil signature of Alwe, 1 was a member of the Managing
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Committee of the G.K.U. from its foundation as one of its
Secretaries. I was present at a meeting of that Committee when
a question came up about relief to the Bauria strikers. It was
" decided to send them help. Bradley accused who-was in the
Committee told us about the strike. Bradley spoke in English
and either Dange or Nimbkar explained it and it was decided to
send them Rs. 1000. A resolution was passed and it was decided
to send Rs. 500 as a first instalment. The President Alwe
moved the resclution. It was decided that the General Secre-
tary G.K.U. should send the money to 'the Secretary of that
Union. I dont remember if anything was said as to whom the
money should be sent to if there was no secretary of that Union.
I dont remember anything else about that money. I have seen
a banner like D. 766 before. It was carried during the Sassoon
strike.

(No accused wishes to examine the witness as his witness.)

XXN. By Dange accused. It was the practice in the
G.K.U. Managing Committee that the proceedings of one
meeting were sanctioned (contirmed) at the next meeting. It
was also the practice that during these meetings either a Secre-
tary or the General Secretary used to take rough notes of the
proceedings. Any mistake which was found in the wording of a
resolution at the time of confirming the minutes used to be
corrected. I think that the fact that the money for the Bauria
strikers was to be sent to the Secretary of the Union was a part
of the resolution. Resolution number 5 on page 17 of P. 958 is
that resolution. I see that in that resolution there is no mention
about who the money is to be sent to. The minutes of that
meeting are signed by Alwe as President. I dont remember
particularly a meeting of the Managing Committee in March 1929
but meetings were being held. Being shown P. 960 pages 10
and 14 witness said. Meetings were held on 5th and 8th March,
I remember. On page 7 is a resolution about Bauria and on page

‘9 is a signature of Alwe and date 16-1-29. These are the rough
notes of the meeting of 16th January. I dont remember if the
Managing Committee of the G.K.U. was against cooperating
with N, M. Joshi and his group in the Textile Trade Union
activities. It was decided that in the Joint strike Committee
15 men should be taken from Mr. Joshi’s Union but I cant say
if it was done. I was not in Bombay throughout the General
Strike of 1928 as I fell ill after the formation of the Joint strike
Comhmittee and was away at my village for a month. I was not
at any time a member of the joint strike Committee. Dange,
Nimbkar, and 2 or 8 others were on the strike committee reprea-

" enting the Millworkers’ Union. A resolution was passed in the
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Managing: Committee of the G.EK.M. appointing Dange,

Nimbkar, Jhabwala as advisers of the G. K. M.. I dont think
I was present -at the meeting of 15th May 1928 whose minutes

have been shown to me, or at the meeting of 2nd May. . What
I said about Dange ete. representing the. M1llworkers Union on
the strlke committee was only hearsay.

By Nimbkar accused. ~ I remember- a resolution in the Girni-
Kamgar Mahamandal that only workers should be its office-
bearers. I do remember that there was a practice of appointing
outsiders as advisers of the G. K. M. I remember advice being
taken from Joglekar accused in 1927. He continued to do so
occasionally until he went to the G. I P.R. Union. I dont
remember the part Joglekar played in the fight between Alwe
and Mayekar. I attended one or 2 meetings in Apollo mill -
strike and heard Joglekar speak at them. The information
about the deputation to Sassoon in 1927 I got from Alwe and
Mayekar who told us. I attended wmost of the Managing
Committee meetings of the G. K. M. during that strike. Alwe
and Mayekar were members of that strike and Joglekar used
to do much work for the strikers but I dont know if he was a
member of the strike committee. Joglekar was adviser to a
Committee which inquired into the G. K. M. accounts at end of
1927 ori beginning of 1928. The Committee produced a report
D. 420' Minute Book of G.XK.M. proceedings; I see that the
proceedings of 4-2-28 which are signed by Alwe contain a resolut-
ion about that-report. The minutes of 15-5-28 are also signed
by Alwe accused. I dont remember if I was present at a public
meeting of workers at Nagu Sayaji Wade on 18-4-28, I did not
attend a meeting at DeLisle Road called by Mr. Ginwala that
day. ‘I may possibly have been present at a meeting of the
strike committee elected then held in the G. K. M. office. I was
not elected on the strike committee. I dont know personally
about the negotiations between this strike committee and Mr.
Joshii, I dont know the composition of the Joint strike Com-
mitt;elef from my personal knowledge.

Sd. R. L. YORKE,
16-2-32.

Gontmued on S, A. The Millworkers’ Union i is mainly com-
posed of the mechanics’ class I have heard. I dont remember
if Joglekal was ever a member of the G. K. M. after January
1998 i I'recognise the handbill P. 1452 and I was one of those
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who signed and issued it, on behalf of the G.K. M. It was
issued towards end of Sassoon strike in 1928. I dont remember
whether I personally read it before signing it. I can say that
as far as I remember the account in P. 1462 of the activities of
- Joglekar in the G. K. M. is correct. Mayekar had not returned
the papers of the G. K. M. after the quarrel in 1928. I dont
remember about Joglekar but Nimbkar used to come occasion-
ally to the public meetings during the strike in the Kasturchand
and Textile Mills. I dont remember a meeting of the G. K. M.
Managing Committee after Mayekar had deserted to which
Nimbkar was invited.

XXN. By Crown Counsel. Nil.

REXXN. By Alwe (through his mouthpiece Ghosh accused.)
The G. K. U. had a General Secretary and 3 Secretaries. The
General Secretary used to take notes of most of the G. K. U.
Managing Committee meetings. The pukka minutes were written
either by me or by the General Secretary. The rough notes in
P. 960 of the meeting of 16-1-29 were written by some other
Secretary or by Joglekar or Mirajkar. The 8 Secretaries were
myself, Satam and Joglekar, but Satam was succeeded by

Mirajkar, I dont remember when. Mirajkar was I think a
Secretary at the time of this meeting. In P. 958 the writing on
pages 16 to 19 is mine (Note: the Bauria resolution is on page 17).
I wrote those proceedings from the notes in P. 960. I wrote the
pukka report 4 to 7 days after the meeting.

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YorgeE.
17-2-32.

Note: statement of this witness and P.W. 24 were interpreted
to them by the Court Interpreter and subsequently read over in
Court in English and admitted by the witnesses to be correct.

Sd. R. L. YORkE.
17-2-32.

(26 )



. DIW. 24l
M.R. Jadhao on S.A. Residence Kirkee.

I was employed in the Kirkee Arsenal till the year 1928.
I know of the Kirkee Arsenal Workmen's Union. I was a
member in 1925 and 1926. The Union was founded in 1922
by D. G. Pandit. Iknow Messrs N. M. Joshi and Kirk, They
came to see how the Union was working in 1926, They held a
meeting of the workmen there, and gave advice in regard to the
systematic conduct of the Union. They suggested the name of
D. R. Thengde of Poona in order to conduct the Union properly.
In 1927 a labourers’ Conference was held at Kirkee, an annunal
meeting of the members of the Union. N.C. Kelkar of Poona
presided over it, and office bearers were elected. Thengde was
elected President. T was elected General Secretary. We con-
tinued in office for 2 vears. I know Mr. Roderick, He also
came to Kirkee to inspect the working of the Union. He came
with Mr. Kirk, I cant say at what time of year. I was General
Secretary at the time. There was a strike in the Arsenal in
1928. It lasted 10 to 12 days and arose out of the imposition of
a trial test on old employees and reduction of staft and wages.
The strike was started by the labourers. Thengde accused the
President was at Poona at the time and before the strike advised
the men not to go on ‘strike. I was present at a meeting at
which he did that. Thengde did not have anything to do with
the strike. After the strike the Union ceased to function. The
papers of the Union remained with me but it is now 6 months
since Thengde’s son took them away with me. The file D. 767
shown to me is one of those taken away. Handbills D. 767 sub-
numbers 1 to 6, 9 and 10 were issued by the Union through me
and the Managing Comumittee. D. 767 (7) is a bill for a handbill
issued by the Union which Mr. Kirk got printed and hence the
.Union paid the bill. The handbill referred to is D. 767 (9). I
cant read English. I cant read the document shown to me
(marked D. 768 for reference) but I can recognise it. Forms like
that were filled up. D. 769, Marathi document shown to me, is
from the same file. I dont know the handwriting, but I am sure
it is the same document which I handed over with others to
Thengde's son. ’

No accused wishes to examine or cross examine the witness.

XXN. By Crown Counsel. I used to kesp the file D. 767
and keep these papersinit. I never filed the papers in it but
meraly used it somnething to kecp the papers in. I mnever filed
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anything in it. I only remember to have kept subnumber 1 in
it. I cant read English so I cant say whether subnumbers 1, 6, 7,
and 8 were really in that file. I say they came from the file
because they were pinned together. Thengde accused did take
- some part in the Arsenal strike. He asked the people to go to
work, and to break, the strike. When the strike was on he asked
the men to go back to work saying that they did not stand to
gain anything by the strike. I am speaking of the strike of
October 1928, (P. 816 English statement found in Thengde's
possession interpreted to the witness). In spite of that I say
that Thengde asked the men to go back to work. I cantexplain
why he issued this notice. The wording that the men are of
good cheer does not mean that Thengde was pleased that they
were holding out. Though it was read out I cant say if there is
anything in it suggesting that the writer was telling the men
to go back because I cant understand English. Document inter-
preted again : there is nothing in that suggesting that he was
gorry the men were on strike. I fully understand that document
now. (Mr. Sinha objeets to the question about there being
anything in the document suggesting that the writer was sorry
the men were on strike.) I dont know who that Mirajkar was.
named in P. 815. I was not present at a meeting addressed by
Mirajkar and Bhuskute.

REXXN. Nil.

Read and admitted correct.
| Sd R. L. YORKE.

17-2-82.

D.W. 25

D. Y. Pathak on S.A. Residence Poona, Mechanical
Engineer. (For Thengde accused)..

I am a member of the Mechanical Engineers’ Association.
I was its 1st Secretary. Thengde accused was the chief man in
that association, and was once President and for a long time
Vice President. I cannot say exactly if I received the notice
D. 666 page 85. I did not attend the meeting to which it relates.
I was present at the search of Thengde's house on March 20,1929
and I signed the following documents which were recovered at
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that search: D 655, 656, 657, 658, 659, 660, 661, 662, 663, 664, 665,
I have known Thengde accused for a long time, and know his
English handwriting. The writing in D. 656 and D. 665.is all
Thengde accused’s. The Mechanical Engineers’ Association
was affiliated to the A.LT.U.C. x :

(No other accused examines this witness as his.)
XXN. By Crown Counsel NilL

. By accused. Nil.
Read and admitted correct.

"8d. R.L. YORKE.
17-2-82.

D W. 26.

G. R. Kadam, Millworker Bombay on S. A. '( Witness
for Alwe).

I know Alwe accused since 1925. We were working together
in the Crown Mill. In 19251 was a member of the Girni Kamgar
Mahamandal. In 1926 I became a member of the Managlng
Committee of the G. K. M. I was a member up to 1928, till
April or May when I became a inember of the G. K. U. I am
still a member of the G. K. U. I was a member of the Managing
Committee up to November or December 1929, I was also
Secretary of the Sewri Centre of the G. K. U. I know -about
the 1928 General Textile Strike. There was a Joint Strike
Committee formed, of 3 Unions. It was called Sanyukta Sampa
Committee, and called Joint because it-was of 3 Unions, the
Girni Kamgar Sangh, G. K. M., and Millworkers’ Union. The
G. K. 8. was also known as the Textile Labour Union and was
Mr. Joshi's. N. M. Joshi was its President. I do not know its
name exactly in English. Jhabwala was President of the Mill-
workers' Union. Alwe was President of my Union, the G. K. M.
There were 30 members of the Joint Strike Committee. 15 were:
from the SanO'b Joshi's Union, 10 from the G. E.M. and b from
the Mﬂ.lworkers Union. The representatives of the G. K. M.



were 'Alwe,. Kasle, Tahmanekar, Bhagwan Pednekar, Krishna
Ausekar, Khanderao Desai, Gadkari, Triambakrao, Baburao and
myself. I can name only some of those who came from the
Sangh. Joshi, Asole, Ginwala (witness said Jhabwala first but
“corrected himself), Parulekar, Saiyid Munawar, Umar Rajab,
Mr. Deo, Hafiz Mohammad, and others whose names I forget.
The representatives of the Millworkers' Union were Jhabwala,
Dange, Nimbkar, Bradley and Mirajkar. Nimbkar and Sayid
Munawar were the Secretaries of the Joint Strike Committee.
Parulekar and Bradley were the Treasurers. There was no
permanent Chairman, one being elected at each meeting of the
Committee but generally Joshi was elected. ‘

Alwe was President of the G.K.U. He complained on
- several occasions in the Managing Committee against other
‘members of the Managing Committee, Dange and others. The
complaint was about a handbill. Alwe asked Dange why the
handbill was issued without showing it to hiin, That handbill
was shown to the Managing Committes at the time of the
complaint. P. 966 is that handbill. Alwe said that if the hand-
bill had been shown to him before issue he would have substituted
some word like Volunteers for the words Red Army. He said
he knew what Army meant because he had himself served in the
Army. The word Volunteer was in common use since the
foundation of the G.K.M. There was a good deal of discussion
.over this matter. It was decided that every handbill must bear
the signature of the President first and then the Secretary. 1
did not like seéing Alwe's name low down in the list of signatories
-of this notice and not at the head of them. Alwe on another
gceasion complained that the correspondence which was con-
‘ducted in English ought to be explained to him. He moved a
tesolution that he should be given a clerk. The clerk was not
given at that time but a resolution was passed that a clerk should
be appointed. The resolution was carried out. That was in
December 1928 or January 1929. I mean that it was decided
- that the Committee should select a candidate. But no candidate
was ever selected. The G.K.U. used to have a red flag. It was
bung outside the office above the signboard. It was first hung
4 or 5 months after the foundation of the G.K.U. It was to
distinguish the G.K.U., as there were offices of other Unions
close by so that workers should not pay their subscriptions to the
- wrong Union, The red colour was selected because it was easy
to see from a distance. P. 962 are pattas or sashes (badges) of
volunteers of Joint Strike Committee or G.K.M., or G.K.U,, or
for Shivaji anniversary which was celebrated by the G.K.M.
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- T was a member of the B. P. C. C. in 1927 and 1928. So was
Alwe, I first came to know '\Tlmbkar accused in 1927-28 when
he was Secretary of the B. P C‘ C. Joglekar also T came to
know in 1927- 28

(No accused examines the witness as his witness).

XXN. By Nimbkar accused. Asked if he was a personal
friend of Alwe: We were working in one mill so we were
personal friends. I might have received a few letters from Alwe
since he came to Meerut. I cannot say how manyI have received.
I did not receive as many as 50 letters from him before his
release on bail, I 'was not looking after Alwe's family after his
arrest but I used to take my meals with them. I met Alwe in
Bombay in the street about 2 months ago. I stopped taking
meals with Alwe’s family because his wife came here. I have
not read Alwe’s statement, nor do I know what hé has said in it.
I did not meet Alwe a’ number of times when he last visited
Bombay. I was not told here in the Court Compound what
evidence I should give. I have seen Ghosh accused here. I
have never had a talk with him.

Men of 2 or 3 Unions gathered together and they settled the
namesof the membersof the Joint Strike Committee. Theymet in
the yard at the back of Damodar Thackersey Hall. Icannot remem-
ber thedate. Nor can I say whether or not that meetingwas an in-
formal meeting of the Joint Strike Committee at which secretaries
wereelected. I do not remember whocalled those men together
Alwecalléd me there. Idonot rememember that the compcsmon of
the Joint Strike Committe was decided at a public meetmg at Nagu
Sayap Wadi.or that the naes wele selected byd oehl,Nlmbkar Alwe :
and Jhabwala. I cannot say in what year Triambakrao was a
member of the G.K.M., or Baburao. I do not remember whether
I had met them in the G.K.)M., before the strike. I do not know
in what mills they were wmkm or what work they were doing.
It is not false that Triambakrao and Baburao represented the
GEM. I do not know if it is a fact that when the strike was
on Baburao was a Secretary of Jhabwala 8 Mﬂlworkers Union,
and Tnambakrao a Vice Presxdent of tha.t Union. I do not
xemember Whether I ever saw his name m any G.K. M ha,ndbllls

Sd. R. L. Yogxr..
17-2-32.
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.. Continued on S.A. I worked for 6 months with the members
of the Strike Committee. I cannot say definitely about a Strile
Committee of 85 members elected at a meeting at Nagu Sayaji's
Wadi on 18-4-28 and later confirmed by a meeting held by Mr.
Ginwala at DeLisle Road the same day. I do not remember
whether I worked as a member of such a strike Committee. It
might have been elected, I do not remember. I have not been
told to say I do not remember in answer whenever an incon-
venient question is asked. I do not know whether a Strike
Committee of eleven was elected by the Bombay Textile Labour
Union on 19-4-28. 1 did not know anything about the negotiat-
ions in regard to the Strike Comunittee till I was called by Alwe
~ to the meeting behind the Damodar, Thackersey Hall. I do not

remember that the Joint Strike Committee was so called because
it was a joint Comimittee of the 2 Strike Committees just
mentioned and not of 3 Unions as I said yesterday. I know the
G.K.M. was registered but I do not know the date. So also for
G.K.U. Icannotsayifthe G.K.U. wasregistered before Jhabwala's
Union. Jhabwala was Vice President of the G.K.U. for some days.
I do not remember it being said in the Joint Strike Committee
that the Governor and the General Member had told us to get
our unions registered. I cannot say when Triambakrao and
Baburao bcecame members of the G. K. U. Those who paid sub-
scriptions to- the G. K, U. at time of its foundation became its
members. It is not correct, if someone else has said it, that in
the Joint Strike Committee there were 10 from Joshi’s Union,
15 from the G. K. M. and 5 from Jhabwala’s Union. Itis wrong
even if Kasle accused has said it (Kasle’s statement on page 1006
of the accused’s statements shown to witness). (Alwe's state-
ment on page 960 shown to witness). It is not a fact as stated
- by Alwe that the b accused Jhabwala, Bradley, Nimbkar, Dange
and Mirajkar were outsider representatives of the G. K. M.as -
well as of the Millworkers’ Union of Jhabwala. I havenot been
in the habit of going to see Joglekar at his place since 1925. I
did not meet Nimbkar at Joglekar’s place in 1926. I do not
remember the date but Joglekar was takenon as an adviser of
theG. K. M. withnoright to vote. Idonot knowif he was workingat
the time of the Apollo and Manchester Mills strike. I did not
attend any meeting of strikers during the strike in the Textile
Mill in March 1928, or during the strike in the Kasturchand Mill.
I did not participate in any processions taken out, (if there were
any), by the G. K. M. during those strikes. I have no personal
knowledge about the Millworkers’ Union of Jhabwala. I do not
know directly that Nimbkar, Dange, Bradley and Mirajkar be-
longed to the Millworkers’ Union. I do not remember the date
of the handbill P 966. I do not remember if after the settlement

(82 )



on 6th October 1928 the Sassoon men were dissatisfied. Alwe 8
complaint in the Managing Committee about the Handbill
P 966 was in October or November. I cannot say why the
decision to which I have referred is not in the Minute Book P 958.
The decision that every handbill must bear the signature of the
President first and then the Secreta,ry was also in October or
November. I cannot say why it does not appear in the Minufe
Book. I cannot remember if any handbills were issued over the
signature of the President and Secretary after that decision. I
cannot say if P. 929 was issued by tha G.K.U. nor do I remeinber
distributing it nor sseing it on the day of the Lalbagh firing.
I see it is signed by the General Secretary. In P. 951 (D
Nimbkar) I see that a number of notices issued after beginning
of 1929 are signed by (eneral Secretary only. I do not remem-
ber if the General Secretary was censured for this. There were
more than 10 clerks in the G. K. U. Head office and centre
offices. I do not .remember if on the same occasion as Alwe
asked for appointment of a translation clerk he also suggested
thatextraclerksshould be dismissed. I do not rememberthenames
of the Committee which was to appoint the translation clerk.
-Even after hearing the names from the Minute Book. T do not
remember if those were the persons. Tahmanekarisaworker inthe
mills and was then Vice President of the G.K.U. He has come here
andI haveseen himhere. lcannotsay whois Ganpat mentioned in
the Minutes. I cannot say if Ganpaton the Managing Committee
was a millworker or an outsider. The Managing Committee
consisted of one or 2 members from each of the Mill Committees.
I used to visit the Head office daily in the evening. Kandalkar's
name is Ganpat I know. He was a worker. There might have
been more than one Englishknowing clork in the head office.

I do not romember whethor [ attended a May Day meeting
on Delisle Road in 1927, or in 1928 bchind the Gokhale’s hotel..
I might have taken part in the procession and meeting for
Simon Comwmission on 3-2-28. but I cannot remember.
I do not remember a flag above the board of the G.K. M. in those
days. I do not remember there being a flag above the Board
of the G.K.U. head office from its beginning. I might have gone
in one of the parties to collect subscriptions during the strike
but I do not remember. I never went out with other volunteers
with a red flaz. I do not remember if other volunteers had red
flags. The G.K.U. of which I am still a member has still got tho
Red Flag. Its President is Ganpat Kandalkar. I have not
secn whether the signboard of the Union is inscribed Girni
Kamgar Union {(Red Flag Union). I attended some of the
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meetings during the General Strike. I do not remember the
:Red Flag of the Union being referred to there as the flag which
was soiled red with the blood of Parasram Jadhao. I have
written letters to Meerut to Nimbkar accused also, cannot say
how many. I asked for information about the welfare of all the
accused and not Alwe only. The 5 postcards D. 770 (1) to (5)
were sent by me and also a telegram like ). 770 (6).

(No other accused wishes to cross examine the witness.)

By Crown Counsel. The Joint Strike Committee was formed be-
fore the foundation of the G.K.U. (Shown D). 420 G.K.M. Minute
hoo%); It is correct as appears from the resolution No. 2 of
30-4-28 that as Joglekar the original adviser was away Dange
was elected in his place and Jhabwala and Nimbkar also. On
15th May a3 the same exhibit shows other persons were added
as advisers. I put forward the resolution for appointing them
and it was passed unanimously, as the minutes say. I cannot
say if the resolution is correctly recorded as it is long ago. It is.
merely my memory. I have no other reason for being unable to
say whether it is correctly recorded. I see the names
are Jhabwala, Nimbkar, Dange, Mirajkar, Ghate, Bradley,
‘Thengde and Joglekar. Shown D.498: I do not know

“whether any members of the Joint Strike Committee
were members of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party.
(Reference page 3 of typed translation of D 498 Marathi original
shown to witness). No members of the Strike Committee were
elected as being representatives of the Workers’ and Peasants’
Party. (P 966 shown to witness and it is pointed out that the
word Volunteer is there already). It is true as I said before that
Alwe said he would have substituted the word Volunteer. 1 can-
not give any reason for thinking that P 966 is later than P 967
(which is shown to witness). I used to read the Kranti occasion-
ally to see what it published about the workers. Asked. whether
it came out in 1928 as a strike bulletin and told him about the
strike. I did not see it daily but occasionally. Shown issue of
5th October P 996T, I do not remember reading the portion en-
closed in black leading on page 1 of that issue. I do not know
that Alwe wrote articles in Kranti. I do not remember Alwe
complaining about the publieation of that Notice in Kranti, of
5th October. I eannot say now that the relations between Alwe
and Dange were not cordial in Oectober, When the G. K. U. was
founded I do not remember whether Satam was a Secretary. 1
cannot say when Mirajkar was appointed Secretary. I do not
remember whether Dange proposed that Alwe should get'an

“allowance of Rs 50 per month. P 958 meeting of 25th October
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1928 Minutes : Resolution No. 1. shown. I do not remember it
but on seeing this I think that was so. From reading wfla,t
Dange said Ido not think relations could have been st.ra,med:
between them. I do not remember exactly so how can I say.
whether Dange accepted an amendment raising the amount' to
Bs 60.« I am still a member of the G. K. U. There might have

been recently difference of opinion in the Managing Committes
~ but Iam not on it now, and cannot say. I ceased to be a
member soon after the ending of the 1929 strike, or rather in .
1930. There might be difference of opmmn in the Managing
Committee in 1930 but I do not remember. I know a man
Deshpande. He was something like an adviser and Secretary
but he is no longer in that Union to which I pay subscription. - I.
do not kriow how he came to leave it. 1 did not attend the
annual meeting at which election took place. There are now
separate unions, one at Lalbagh and the other at Poibaodi, I
pay my subscription at Lalbagh. One Randive was onee adviser
of the G. K. U. like Deshpande. He is not now in my Union.
He is no longer in that Union. 1 do not know if he is B.T.
Randive or Balchandra Timbak Randive.

REXXN. 1 do not know any language except Marathi. ]"
can read and write Marathi. I read newspapers occasionally,.
I went to school, and read up to '6th standard in Marathi.

(Read over in Court in English and also iﬁterpreted to
Wwitness who says the statement is correct.

5d. R. L. YORKE.
18-2-32,

D.W. 27.

P.C. Bose on 8.A. 35, Jharia (witness for Ghose accused.)

I am Secretary of the Colliery Employees association, Jharia,
sinee 1923. I have also been a member of tbe Executive Council
of the All India ‘Trade Union Congress since 1926. I was an
adviser to the Workers’ Delegation to Geneva and was electqd
for: that. purpose in the Cawnpore Session. -The delegate was



Dewan Chaman Lal. There was another adviser Mr.
Mahbubulhaq of Calcutta. I went to Geneva in 1928, I attend-
ed the British Commonwealth Labour Conference held in
London in July 1928. T went as a delegate from the A.LT.U.C.
" I did not attend the 1928 Session of the British Trade Union
Congress.

; T invited the A.L'T.U.C. on behalf of mny association to hold
their annual congress at Jharia in 1928. The invitation was
given ab the Cawnpore Seossion. The Jharia Session began on
the 18th December 1923. It was originally announced for
Nowgmber 24th 25th and of®h. It was changed to suit the
convenienc2 of delegates and enable them to gdo on from Jharia
to the Indian National Congress Sassion at Calcutta. The letter
P. 84 is signed by me. Mr. Johnstone mentioned in that letter
first came to my office-on the 25th November. I asked him if
he had gone to the Bombay A.LT.U.C. office. He told me
he had not because he thought he was a day late already. By
‘other comrades’ in that letter 1 meant other friends in the
" Labour Movement. I had in mind other persons whomn I knew
such as Mrinal Kanti Bose, Daud and so on. By “ other things”
I must explain that Johnstone wanted me to write letters of
introduction to National Congress leaders and also to suggest
- how he could see the Labour areas. I thought Ghosh accused
would be the best man to help him in this matter as Secretary
of the Bengal Trade Union Federation, so I wrote this letter.
I remember the passing of a resolution at the Cawnpore
Session boycotting the Simon Commission. In the Open
Session of the Congress it was moved by Ghosh accused.
It was seconded by Mr. Daud. I attended the Executive Council
meeting of the A.L T.U.C., at Delhi in February 1928,
Mr. Andrews attended that meeting but did not preside at the
Session of that year. I remember the appointment of a Committee
at that meeting to inquire into the conditions of Labour Unions
in Bengal. It was appointed because the General Secretary
complained that a large number of Unions were not paying their
affiliation fees. 2 committees were appointed one for Bengal and
one for Punjab. Ghose accused as Secretary of the Bengal
Provincial Committee said there was really a number of Unions
which existed on paper only, and that an inquiry by the Exe-
cutive Council was necessary. The Bengal Committee appointed
consisted of Ghosh and Spratt accused. I dont remember who
suggested Spratt’s name. It was Mr. Jbshi who suggested
Ghosh’s. Diwan Chaman Lal was present and took part in the
discussion. I know Muzaffar Ahmad accused. I dont remember
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if I saw him at Jharia. At Jharia Session Pt. Jawahar Lal
Nehru was elected President for the coming year. So far as I
remember Ghosh and Dewan Chaman Lal were canvassing for
him at Jharia, and Chaman Lal proposed and Ghosh accused
seconded his election. N. M. Joshi was elected General Secret-
ary for 1929, 2 Assistant Secretaries were elected Mr. Bakhle
and Dange accused. The latter was elected by a majority after
contest. The other candidate was Joglekar. I cant say who
proposed hiin. Soine one suggested that Dange should coutinue
in office and Joglekar perhaps said that Dange would not be in a
position to accept. Bakhle then said he had had a talk with
Dange and he (Dange) might accept the post. I 8o Dange’s naie
was proposed and he was elected. I voted for Dange. 1t was
simly because he was doing well in the office.. ‘Bakhle has told
me he was doing well.

Sd. R L. YOREE.
18-2.32..

Continued on S. A. I remember a resolution being moved
at the Open Session of the A. I. T. U. C., at Jharia about a Social-
ist Republic. It was moved by Dewan Chaman Lal and second-
ed by Gosh accused, who made a short speech. I also remember
his making an appeal on behalf of the Bauria workers in the Exe-
cutive Council meeting. It was probably on the 3rd day of the
Executive Committee Meeting. He made it after a lengthy
resolution about a gencral one-day strike all over India had been
passed drawing a contrast between that resolution and the
subject on which he was appealing, that is the A. I. T. U. C., was
passing highsounding resolutions while strikers were actually
suffering and nothing heing done for them. After that appeal a
nuinber of delegatés oftered monetary assistance then and there.
It was suggested that the money be sent to the A.I. T. U. C.
Ghosh suggested it. Ghosh was staying at Dhanbad with the
Chairman of the Reception Committee G. N. Roy, Advocate of
the Patna High Court. Mr. Ramanad Chattarjee, Mrinal Kanti
Bose and Mrs Kamla Debi Chattopadhaya were also staying
there. I remember the meeting of the Executive Council at
Delhi being addressed by Messrs Purcell and Hallsworth. They
addressed it twice. In P. 274 with reference to the statement
that Messrs Purcell and Hallsworth offered valuable suggestions -
the first thing was that Mr. Purcell suggested organising the
Railway workers and laid special emphasis on it. Asked why
special emphasis was laid (witness having desired to give this in
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answer to the previous question) said: he said that Railways were
spread all over the country” and successful organisation of the
Railway workers would greatly influence other industrial work-
ers as industrial centres are all situated close to Railway lines.

My Union sent a contribution to the Bauria Workers. I
received a letter from Mr. N. M. Joshi relating to my appoint-
ment to a Committee to inquire into Jamshedpur conditions. I
was however not able to go.

(No accused will examine the witness as his witness).
(No accused wishes to cross examine the witness).

XXN. By' Crown Counsel. 1 dont know anything about
who the husband of Mrs. Kamala Debi Chattopadhaya is.

Read and admitted correct.

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
19-2-32.

D.W, 28,

B. Kiran Shankar Roy on S.A. Ex-M.L.C. Calcutta, Barris-
ter-at-Law. Witness for Banarjee. -

- I have been connected with the Indian National Congress
since 1921, and have been a member of the Bengal P.C.C., since
1921. I was its Secretary off and on b times for nearly 4 years
in all. I-do not remember anything about a Labour Board of
the 24 Parganas. I knew one Mr. Satya Narain Chattarjee who
was a mewmber of the B.P.C.C. 1 do not remember if he had any
connection with any Labour Board under the Congress. The
B.P.C.C., had a Labour Board or Sub Committee elected almost
every year. I cannoi be quite definite without records but to the
best of my recollection we had such a Labour Board in 1927
and 1928. I know Dr. K. L. Ganguli. I think one year he was
the Secretary of the Labour Board. I know Mr. Lal Mohan
Ghosh. He was either Secretary or a member for one year. Its
function was to work in co-operation with such Labour people as
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were willing to work in co-operation with the Congress, and to
look after Labour interests. I know Shib Nath Banarjee
accused for 4 or 5 years. He was working in the Labour area-
and was I believe connected with the Congress in Khulna, Iam
not quite sure but I believe he was a member of the Labour ‘Sub-
Committee. Iremember the E. I Railway Lillooah Strike in
1928 and was in Calecutta at the time. The- Congress (B.P.C.C.)
organised a relief Committee, for giving relief to the strikers. I
cannot say the time of year when it was organised. I do not -
know who was President of that Committee. Hemant Kumar
Bose was Secretary. The B.P.C.C., was approached by some
people connected with the workers for help. I remember
meeting Banarjee accused during the strike. I met him often.
I think he came to me about supply of rice for the workers. He
approached "Mr. Subash Bose more than he did me. Subash
Bose was President of the B.P.C.C.,, As far as I remember this
was the first time that the B.P.C.C., organised relief work for
workers on strike. The B.P.C.C., in cooperation with other
bodies organised demonstrations in regard to the boycott of the
Simon Commission in Calcutta. The B.P.C.C., must have written
to those bodies to get their co-operation, That is the general
method. I am thinking of a procession drganised by the B.P.C.C.
The labour people formed a part of that procession. The pro-
gramme for that procession was laid down by the B.P.C.C.
D. 42 (4) is a circular issued by me. Such circulars were issued
to the District C.C'’s. and to such bodies as co-operated. I know
Subash Bose’s signature. That on D. 30 (16) looks like his
signature. - The B.P.C.C,, issued circulars like this in connection
with the Simon Commission Boycott. I was an officebearer of
the Reception Committee of the Indian National Congress at
Calcutta in 1928 and was Secretary of the Pandal Committee
and the Finance Committee. I know the veport D. 163. It was
prepared by the Reception Committtee. I did not take any
actual part in its preparation. It is generally done by the
General Secretary. [ do not know who wrote the introduction.

I did all duties which fell on the Reception Committee
inside the Pandal. 1 attended the Congress Open sessions
mostly. Some 300 speeches were delivered and I do not remem-
ber them. Isaw the report after it was printed. I do not
remember how long that was after the Congress. I did not
read the report. I do not read Hindi. I was generally in the
Pandal during the sesion and was presumably there on the 30th
Decemnber. A mesting of workers was held there that
day. I remember receiving orders from the President
Pt. Moti Lal Nebru through & volunteer to allow the
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labour conference to be held in the Pandal. I accordingly
allowed it. That Conference lasted a couple of hours. I have
no idea if any time was given to me during which it was to
be held. It was to be a short affair. I do not follow the question
whether I had any diflicdlty in connection with this conferences
It was held peacefully. I was inside the Pandal while it was
. being held.. I think Pt. Jawahar Lal presided. He also made
a speech. I do not remember if any other prominent person
spoke. I think but am not quite sure that Pt. Moti Lal Nehru
was there. He may have spoken. :

T have seen a paper called Sramik, but do not know who is
the Editor.

" The B. P. C. C., did provide rice for the Lillooah strikers,
worth about Rs 2000, I know Lal Mohan Ghosh's signature but
‘do not recognise it in D 18(1). D 88(2) bears my signature. -
D 44 (9is in Lal Mohan Ghosh's handwriting and bears his
signature, ‘

By Ghosh accused. Mr. H. K. Bose was Secretary also of
the North Calcutta D.C.C. I know his signature. D.21 and
D. 16 (1) both bear his ‘signature. D. 19 bears the signature of
Subash Bose which I recognise. D. 11 bears a rubber stamp of
my signature. I know Dr. K. L. Ganguli's signature. I believe
the signature in D. 235 is his.

In connection with Simon Commission Boycott a large
nunber of meetings were held under the auspices of the B.P.C.C.
It is possible that some notices were issued over my signature.
Ghosh accused was one of the usual speakers at such meetings
but ny recollection is somewhat vague. I do not remember a
meeting held with J. M. Sen Gupta presiding under the auspices
of the B.P.C.C,, and the B.T.U.F., at Albert Hall, in connection
with the Public Safety Bill and Trade Disputes Bill.

No accused wishes to examine this witness as his witness or
to cross-examine him, -

XXN. By Crown Counsel. I may have been outside the
Pandal on 30-12-28 for a minute or two but generally I was inside.
I cannot say what arrangements if any had been made for the
Labour procession and Conference. The General Secretary of
the Reception Committee would be able to say. This arrival of
the workers in the Congress did I know create rather a sensation .
in Calcutta. I can tell the Court anything which happened
outside the Pandal in connection with their arrival. 1 do not
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remember the time fixed for the Congress sitting that day. It
~seldom sits punctually. The order I got was that the Labour
people were to be admitted and the Congress would sit later. I
heard there was a commotion outside prior to that. My reason
for saying that Jawahar Lal presided over the Labour Con-
ference is that he was on the Rostrum and was the first to speak.
Birendra Nath Sen Gupta was Secretary of the Publicity Com-
mittee of the Reception Committee. I do not remember having
seen the paragraphs P. 2616 (1) and (2) in Forward of 30-12-28,
I did not read the papers next day. I generally read Forward.
I did not hear what Jawahar Lal said. All the speeches were
in Hindi and I was far away from the rostrum. I did not have
any talk with Pt. Jawahar Lal aferwards about this procession
and conference. Before the orders came 1 heard rumours for
about half an hour but I did not actually hear any commotion
myself. I knew by face most of tlie speakers in that conference.
I do not remember whether Banarjee spoke, or Nimbkar, or
Joglekar, or Thengde. I do not remeinber anything about
banners. They might have had little red piecas of paper. I
heard from Jawahar Lal Nehru that he had had a bad fall from
his horse that day outside the Pandal.

REXXN. Nil

Read and admitted correct.

Sd R. L. YORKE.
19-2-32,
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DW. 29,

Narain Malhar Joshi on S: A, Brahmin. Residence Bombay
witness for a number, of accuseds '

For Thengdg, Banarjee. and: Desai,

I am a life member of the Servants of India Society. I have
been a nomjinated member of the Lpgislative Assembly represent-
ing Labour gince 1920, I hayp also, represented India at severa}
conferences of the Internatjonal,Ldbour Conference at Geneva
I was also a member, of, the, R:oya..}, Commission known as’ the
- Whitley Commission. I was, a.lso a, delegate to the Round Table
Conference re-plesex;tmg L@bour I have bgen connected with
the All India, Trade Union Congrqss since it was started ] think
in 1920. I was Gengral Secretary from 1924 up to 1929 end. I
attended all the annyal, sessions of the A LT.U.C., in that period
except the 2 sessions at Jharia. I am connected with various
Trade Unions in Bombay and; other parts of India. Up to
March 1929 the A.ILT.U.C., made ng distinction between Com-
murists and Non-Com.mumsts go. far as Work was concerned.
It did not pass any resolution excl,udmg Commumsts from any of
its affiliated bodies in that period, I dont think I discriminated
between * Communists and Non-Communists so far as Trade
Union work was concerned. (Witness is asked if any question arose
during the period in question, in the AL T.U.C, or any affiliated
body, of excluding anyone from Trade Union work onthe ground
that he was a communist. Question is objected to as useless
and irrelevant. It does not appear to me that the prosecution
case has ever been so put and I thex:eiore rule the question out.) .
Reports of the annusl Congress of the A.LT.U.C., are published
by the ALT.U,C, office. D. 367, 868, 306 and 393 are such
reports. I was the officer responsible for their publication.
They are printed on the basis of notes taken down by the office-
bearers or the staff. When necessary, I send the report or any
portion of it to the Union or person, concerned before publishing
it, for the purpose of verification. D, 867, 868 and 888 are veports
of sessions which I myself attended. I published them because
I thought them to be correct. The accounts published in
these reports are prepared by the Treasurer and passed by -the
Auditor and submitted to the Executive Council and also to the
Open Congress. D.771 is the report of the 1926 Bombay
Congress which I attended and about it what I have said above
is true. I got a letter at Delhi a couple of days ago asking me
to produce the originals of some documents. I bhave not got
any documents belonging to the T.U.C. in my possession. So
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far as they are personal .documents I dont preserve personal
- letters at all. D. 489 (26) is a document which I remember
sending to members of the Executive Committee (Minutes of
meeting of Executive Council dated 4-6-26), With reference to
item 7, I remember that a Committee was appointed with
Thengde as Convening Secretary to-draft proposals [for the for-
mation of a Labopr Party in India. I think I received some
letters or circulars from Thengde as Secretary of that Committee.
I bhave not got those circulars. D. 483 (26) is such a circular
which I remember receiving (office’ copy from Thengde's file
shown to witness.) D. 489 (24) is a document which I sent to
Thengde accused. - The original 1étter I had sent to the Govt. of
India. (Note. Re-appointment of Giri as delegate at Geneva
and Thengde and others as advisers). D. 489 (21) is the letter
I sent to Thengde with the enclosed copy of resolution about
the Negotiations Committee. Tt is signed by me. D. 489 (20)
is also signed by and was sent by me with its enclosure. (Note.
Re-appointment of Thengde as Administrative Secretary of the
T.U.C.) D. 489 (19) dated 7-4-27 bears my signature. I sent it
with the enclosed copies of cables. I must have sent those
telegrams. So far as I remember the occasion was the appoint-
ment of a Unity Committee for bringing about unity between
Amsterdam and Moscow. D, 489 (18] is an original copy sent to
Thengde of a letter which I sent to Ginwala. 1). 489 [17] shown
to witness: I remember receiving a letter in these terms signed
by Thengde. I can recognise L. Lajpat Rai's signature. I cant
say if I can recognise. his stamped signature. The stamped
signature 'in D. 489 [16] looks like his signature. D. 489 [14|
bears my signature: it and its 2 enclosures were sent by ne.
Enclosure No. 2 is a correct report of the proceedings of the
Executive Council at Delhi in March 1927. I know of the
Mechanical Enginéers’ Association. Thengde accused was
connected with ‘it. It was affiliated to the T.U.C., for some
years. I believe that the Kirkee Arsenal Workmen’s Union was
affiliated to the T.U.C. D. 489 [13] bears my signature, and so
does D.489 |9] and 489 [8]. I received the originals of D. 489
{7] and [6a} and 2. D. 489 [6] bears my signature and so does
489 [1] which I sent. '

I visited the Kirkee Arsenal Union twice or thrice but I cant
~ say what the years were. I think Thengde accused went with me.
Kirk I think went with me once. Thengde was connected with
the Union. o

The Bengal Juteworkers’ Association was affiliated to the
A.LT.U.C. Icantsayin what years, perhiaps from 1925 or
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~ even 1924, When anyone comes to the T. U. C., he generally
brings a signed resolution or letter of - eredentials. I cant say
exactly what is done with these but we generally take the letter.
I think I must have received the news of the Lillooah strike from
K. C. Mittra. T also received a télegram purporting to be from
him, like that at page 8 column 1 of D 146 {10]. 1T tried to get an
Adjournment Motion in the Assembly, and interviewed persons in
authority. I corresponded with K. C. Mittra about the strike. I
think the T. U. C., gave financial assistance to the strikers. The
T. U. C., also secured money for them from- Great Britain. I
issued D 208 [14] to Ghosh accused and sent the original to
K. C. Mittra. .- :

I know of the Calcutta Tramwaymen’s Union. It was affil-
iated to the T. U. C. I think the T. U. C. sont them a sum .of
Rs 80. D 29 (2) (8) (6) & (7) are bulletins of T.U. C., issued by
me. The accounts in (6) and (7) were audited and passed by the
the E. C. D 61 (2) is a pamphlet written and publised by me.
D 62 is a true account of a speech ‘delivered, by me at Madras.
D 96 was edited and issued under my instructions. D 145 (33)
was written and published by me, also (34). D 207 (5) is a tele-

gram I sent to Ghosh accused. D 272 and 273 are T.U.C,
Bulletins issned under my instructions.. I have received some
letters from Rt. Hon. Tom Johnston and to that extent know
his handwriting and signature. D 118 (1) is in his hand and
bears his signature. D 686 is in Mr. C. F. Andrews’ handwriting -
which I know and bears his signature. * I dont think I can identi-

'fy writing or signature of Mr. Lindsay Trade Commissioner or of
Lord Ollivier. I have had some correspondence with Graham
Pole aud D 690 is in his hand. I know the handwriting and
signature of Mr. Brailsford and can identify them in D 694 and
695. 1 know the writing of Mr. William Gillies Secrgtary of the
International Dept. of the Labour Party and D 693 is his. There
is nothing in the rules to prevent & man being a delegate. of 2
Unions at the A. I..T. U. C., Session but he would not have 2
votes. In practice it is not done. I cannotrecall a case of its
being done. : : _ - '

I know accused M. G. Desai, and have known h1m many
vears. D 578 bears the signature of Mr. C. 8. Deole of the
Servants of India. I know his handwriting. I know Mr. Fenner
Brockway of the Indian Labour Party. He visited Bombay in.
1927 or 1928. I met him several times then. I saw Desaj
accused in connection with that visit. I met themn together both
in my office and at the Hotel Majestic where Fenner Brockway
was staying.  On that occasion Desai talked to me about his
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desire to do some journalistic work. He asked me to help him in
that work and to give him some work in that line. At end of
1928 and beginning of 1929 I was ill and confined to bed,
and under medical advice not allowed to go out or to receive

~visitors. D 4E looks like the handwriting of Col. Wedgwood.
D 4 is certainly his. I did appeal to some organisation in Russia
for financial help during a strike in India. I have also received
money from there for help of strikers in India.

‘By. Mukherjee. In D 190 subnumbers 11, 32, 48, 49, 50, 53,
b5, b9, 76, 84, 89, 106 & 108 bear my signature and were issued by
me. In the same exhibit subnumbers 19, 21, 23, 35, 89, 42, 56
with 57 & 58, 62 with 63, 68, 87, 93 with 94 and 95, 96 & 97 are
printed circulars issued by me, as General Secretary of the
A.L T.U.C. You cansayIam a 2nd Internationalist. I dont
say that the 2nd International is against a Sacialist Republic.
I bave known Mukerjee accused many years I saw him at
the Calcutta A. I. T. U. C., Conference in 1924, at Bombay 1926
Conference where Thengde presided, at Cawnpore in 1927. 1
have also often seen him at the Servants of India Society office at
Bombay. The occasions on which I saw him were meetings
either.of the A. I. T. U. C,, or its Executive Council. 1 knew
Mukherjee as a Trade Unionist: It was probably I who proposed
Mukherjee as a Vice-President at the Cawnpore Session. I
generally proposed the Vice-Presidents.

By Ghosh accused. I took part in May Day celebrations in
India. Idid so at Bombay in 1927, D 281 (equals 190 (42)) and
D 207 [7] were both issued by me in regard to May Day celebrat-
jion of 1928. I think there was a notice issued also in 1927. I
used often to receive }. F. T..U. Press reports in my office. I
remember receiving those shown to me D 220 and D 254. I know
the handwriting and signature of Mr. Ginwala. The letter shown
to me D 772 bears his signature as alsodo D 208 [2] and (19.) 1
know Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhri and his handwriting and signat-
ure : D 207 [8] bears his signature. D 208 [13] and [17] are wy
letters and bear my signature. I used to send to Ghosh accused
during the Lillooah strike copies of the letters which I wrote to
Mr. K. C. Mittra becanse he was the Secretary of the B. T. U. F.
I remember writing to K. C. Mittra a letter of which D 208[16] .
which I sent to Ghosh is a copy. . The fact that this copy is
addressed to Mr. Giri is probably due to a mistake in my
office which sent his copy to Ghosh and Ghosh's copy to Giri-
1 had asked the British T.U. C., for money for the Juteworkers.
It might be in February 1929 or about that time. I had asked
Gliosh accused for information what the situation was in order
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that I might.‘be able to make that request. He sent me a report.
On that report I made mny request and some money came. (Court
refuses accused to put his 2 office copies D 285 (1) and (2) to wit-
ness as no notice has been served on the person in whose possess-
ion these documents should be). D 208 (6) an appeal on behalf of
the Bauria strikers was issued by Bakhale Asst, Secretary under
my instructions. The facts contained therein were obtained
from Ghosh’s reports and letters. I know Bakhale’s signature
and recognise it on D 208 (11). He and I live together. I saw
the report referred to there. The action I took on receipt of the
repart was taken immediately and not after delay. Letters D
208 subnumbers 4, b, 12,.18. 15. 17, 18, 20, 22, 25, 26,27, and D
209 (1) all bear my signature. I know the handwriting of
Mr. G. Sethi. D 234 bears his signatare. D 208 (21) was issued
by me. I have received many letters signed Jos Sassenbach.
D 1656 [2] I recognise as his signature. I know him personally. I
know Mr. Citrine personally and his writing. D 165 (1) bears his
signature stamped. I know Mr. D Hallsworth's writing and
signature, and recognise them in D 166 on the first page. T
recognise Sassenbach’s signature in D 236. Seeing D 208 (12);
I must have suggested Ghosh’s name for this Committee. I think
Daud was a member of that Sub-Committee, and G, Sethi. I
must have suggested both of them. I think it mxght be Chaman
Lal who originally drafted that Resolution at Cawnpore.

Sd. R. L. YORKE.
20-2:32.

Continued on S.A. D. 145 [24] bears my signature. A copy of the °
resolution was attached to that letter. It is correct. D. 145
[22] was issued on iy authority with the 2 enclosures attached.
I do not think the Sub-Committee ever met. I think I received
a Draft Constitution prepared by Spratt accused as convener of
the Sub-Committee. P.78 is that Constitution. I dont think I
expressed any views on the draft. If I did not express my views
no one could say I approved of it. D. 145 (23) bears my signature.
The P.S. was written. by my clerk at my dictation. The
enclosure attached was also sent by me. D. 145 (25) bears my
signature. The resolution referred to was I think passed at
Delhi at the Executive Committee Meeting on 26-2-28, '

D. 146 (29) bears my signature. I think the Council of
Action resolution referred to was put from the Chair. I wa.g
consulted by the mover as to the personnel. I myself suggested -
the names of Kishori Lial Ghosh, Daud, Giri,-Bakhale and others.
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I was a member of the editorial board of the A.I.T.U. Bulletin.
I must have verified the portion in D. 274 which relates to the
minutes of the Cawnpore E.C. meeting. I think the account of
the proceedings in regard to the Council of Action is correct.
" There is another portion.relating to the making of appeals by
affiliated unions to the international movement only through the
AILTU.C. I found that also correct. I know Mr. A. N. Bose.
He is Assistant Secretary of the All India Railway Federation.
I may know his handwriting and signature. D. 226 is signed by
him. D.207 [10] is signed by P. Ramchandra Rao whose
signature I know. He is Secretary of the Bengal Nagpur Rail-
way Indian Labour Union. I think Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru was
present at that Delhi E.C. Meeting. I dont think he was con-
nected with any affiliated organisation at that time. He may
have represented the Indian National Congress. I remember
that at that E.C. Meeting 2 Committees were appointed to
inquire into the condition’ of Uniens in Punjab and Bengal.
For Bengal Ghosh and Spratt were the members. I dont know
who suggested Spratt’s name but it was not I. I suggested
Ghosh’s name I think. I think I paid Spratt Rs. 100 in connect-
ion with his travelling evpenses for this inquiry. 1. 190 [57] was
issued by me. At the meeting certaiu sums were sanctioned
for organisation work. A report was received from the B.T.U.F.,
in that connection. I think a sum was granted to the B.T.U.F.,
for the purpose. It was on the basis of the report. I stayed at
Caleutta with a friend at the time of the E.C. of the A.LT.U.C,,
in December 1926. Ghosh and M.K. Bose and K.C. Roy
Chowdhri and Daud came and others to see me there the day
before the meeting. There was a reference made to a Mr.
Donald Campbell by one of these gentlemen, with reference to
the dispute, in the federation. Ghosh said he (Campbell) was
making efforts to make a settlement. I think a final result was
communicated to me then by Ghosh namely that there was no
settlement. I met Donald Campbell at the E.C. meeting next’
day. He attended on behalf of the E.B. Railway Union. That
E.C. Meeting settled a dispute in the India Seamen’s Union. It
was between Daud on one side and Aftab Ali on the other.
Ghosh and K. C. Roy Chaudhri and M. K. Bose and others
supported Daud, whose side’s claim was upheld by the Council.
I think it was after the dispute was settled that the B.T.U.F., of
which Ghosh was secretary was recognised by the ALT.U.C. 1
first met Spratt some time before the Cawnpore Trade .Union
Congress. I dont remember the year. 1 was a member of a
Committee set up to arrange for the defence of Spratt, at
Bombay. We issued an appeal for funds. I sent copies to all
people. I must have sent one to Ghosh. I think Spratt came
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to me first with an introduction from the Labour Research
Department. D. 209 (8) is the resolution referred to by me in
D. 208 (4). I recognise the signature of Jawahar Lal Nehru in
D. 209 [2] I received a lettter in reply tomy lettersto Ghosh about
Jamshedpur. I received a copy of P. 36. I dont object to any-
thing in this letter. I use the terms solidarity, and class con-
sciousness. I also use the slogan, Workers of the world unite.

I visited Jamshedpur in the middle of July 1928, and met
Ghosh accused there. He wanted me to go to Bauria but I could
not do so. (Ghosh accused sent me a cutting from the Forward of
7th March 1929. I remember that I received the letter of which
D. 251 is a copy. 1 have not got the original any longer.
(Accused tenders D. 775 a copy of the Forward of 7-3-29). I
recognise the signature of R. R. Bakhale in D. 208 (23), D. 238,
239 and 240 are circulars issued by me. The A. I T. U. C. Cir-
cular in D. 208 (28) was issued by me. In D. 2821 recognise the
signature of Naidu of Jamshedpur. I recognise the handwriting
from Dear Mr. Campbell Forrester to K. C. Roy Chowdhri:on
back of D. 283 as that of K. C. Roy Chowdhri. I received a
letter of which D, 285 (1) is a copy from K. L. Ghosh. Ireceived
it in my capacity as Secretary A.I.T.U.C., and the original
was filed by me in my A.I T.U. C. records. The pamphlet
shown to me was written by me, and published recently. (Order-
ed that it be struck off.) D.61 (1}is the Constitution of the
B.T.U.F. D. 289 is the delivery copy of a telegram which I
sent to Ghosh accused. D. 285 (2) is a report of which I received
a copy from Ghosh accused. D. 218 is a draft of a letter of which
I received a copy.

I believe Kadam accused wrote me a letter before -the

Cawnpore T. U. Congress. I met him at the Congress. I dont

-remember what we talked about except that I think he wanted
to organise labour» He was eonnected with the G. L. P. people.

No accused wishes to examine Mr. Joshi as his witness.
No accused wishes to cross examine Mr. Joshi.

XXN. By Crown Counsel. I think I was a delegate of a
Union before I became General Secretary. That was prior to
1924 or 1925. I cant say exactly which Union I represented. It
was probably some Union in Bombay. I remember a Mr.
Gladding at the 1926 Bombay A.LT.U.C. Conference session.
I dont know when he left India. I dont say a man cant be a
delegate for 2 Unions but it is not necessary. I dont remember
Mr. Gladding's face. I cant say who the man is sitting as No. 3
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from the left of the photograph in D. 623. This photograph
shows a large number of delegates to the A.IT.U.C., but some
may be visitors. I say a man cannot vote for 2 Unions. I dont
~ know definitely whether there is a rule to that effect but I think
it is not done. Voting on resolutions is generally done by show
of hands in the first instance. If a division is claimed voting is
done by Unions who are entitled to votes in proportion to their
‘numbers. In that case they are entitled to count those vptes
whether they have one 2 or 3 delegates present, or more. If on
a division 2 Unions are represented by the same man one of those
2 Unions will have to go without its vote being recorded. The
reason is that we did not allow it to be done. I cantsay whether
it has ever occurred. I would not have allowed it because I
would have considered it to be wrong. (Objection by Dange
overruled.) The reason of considering it to be wrong is that we
would not get the benefit of several minds sitting together and
discussing. If the rules allow it the position would become so
bad that a change in them would be necessary. D. 3805 Appen-
dix page 67 following shown to witness. If a man seeks to
represent 2 Unions on a division there is no definite rule prevent-
ing it, then said, preventing his attempting to do it. I think it
is correct to say that I think if it were to happen it would be ‘a
bad thing and it would be better to preventit. We expect
delegates to bring with them letters as credentials, that is letters
signed by the President or Secretary of their Union. I dont know
whether there is any rule about it. The only rule on the point is
rule 10 in the Constitution whichrequires affiliated Unions to send
names of delegates a fortnight before the date fixed for the Congress.
I was at the Delhi Congress in March 1927. 1dont remember how
the credentials were gone into at the Delhi Congress. Asregards
the remark in P, 1828 to the effect that there was no Reception
Committee which usually acts as a credentials Committee that is
not correct inasmuch as I was myself the Reception Committee.
As to the statement that there is no record of the number of
delegates or of those represented I am not prepared to say either
that it is correct or that is not correct. I dont remember whether
there was trouble about the credentials at that Congress. Ihave
a faint memory but I dont really remember if anything occurred.

I think Mukerjee’s Union had suggested that he should get
some office in the A. L. T. U. C. It might have been partly re-
sponsible for my nominating him. D. 190 {89), (88), (84), (83),
(82), shown to witness. I am prepared to admit that this corres-
pondence was a reminder that I should consider Mukerjee’s claims. '

I cant s&y when I ﬁrs.t met Desai accused. I have not had

( 8)



very much to do with him. I did not see much of his journalistic
work. I dont think he wrote to me about it, or saw me partxcula"-l'
ly about it. ‘I think I only met him in the streets but I dont
think there was really any special talk between us. I dont think
we have met much socially but I have known him. B. 526 (4): I
cant say if this is his signature. I dont know his writing at all.

In saying that I did not discriminate between Cpommunists
and Non-Communists in T, U, work I meant in my capacity as
General Secretary of the AL T.U.C. Referring to D. 274 and the
list of those present at the E. C. meeting at Delhi it is possible
that accused Spratt was there though perhaps not representing
any Union.

REXXN. For Desai, etc. I dont find anything in the rules
definitely permitting a delegate to present the votes of morg than
one Union on a dnnsmn Had an 1nsta.nce arisen of a delegate
trying to give the vates of more than one Union I should as
General Secreta.ry have taken steps to prevent it. The ob]ect of
letters of credentials is mmply to enable the delegate to be identi-
fied, that is why we require them. The fortnight limit prescrib-
ed in rule 10 is not always observed. In my experignce. it has
often not been observed and the delegates have brought the

letters with them showmg tha.t they have been appointed
delegates.

Read and agmitfed correct.

4444

Sd. R. L. YoRkE.
27-2:32.

DW. 30.

. B. Kanhaiya Lal on S. A. Witness for Mukherjee accused,
Service, Residence Gorakhpur, Jafra Bazar. (Deposes in Urdu).

D 193 (3) and (4) are all in my handwriting and they and (6)
are signed by me as Secretary on behalf of the President of the
Divisional Kisan Mazdur Sabha Gorakhpur. D 193 (5) was
received by me in the ordinary course of my work as Secretary
The file containing these and other papers was maintained by
me. The file D 195 was also maintained by me and it was I who
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received and filed the letters in it. The file D 194 was also
maintained by me as in my capacity of Secretary Kisan Mazdur
Sabha.

Before I worked in the Kisan Sabha office I was employed in
the B. N. W. Railway Audit Office, as proof reader. I am now
working in the Dinapur Press at Gorakhpur. I worked in the
Kisan Sabha from 1925 to March 1929. D 773 (1) to (7) are docu-
ments printed and published under the auspices of the Kisan
Sabha and drafted either by me or by Mukherjee accused. They
were printed under Mukherjee accused's orders and the proofs
corrected by him. Notices used to be distributed 2 weeks in
advance for all meetings held by the Sabha. The Kisan Sabha
work and the Congress work used to be done together. D 196 is
the latest rules of the Sabha. There was no office of the Workers’
and Peasants’ Party in Gorakhpur. I do notknow of any meeting
held at Gorakhpur in 1929 or any other tine described as Lenin
Day meeting. I am a Congressman. I recognise D 197, I sent
a copy of it for publication and it was published in 1926 or 1927
in a newspaper. The same is the case with D 198 (7).

No accused will examine this witness as his witness or cross
examine him.

XXN. Nil

Sd. R. L. YOoRkKE.
23-2-32.

By Crown by permission. In 1929 I was not doing any work |
except that of Secretary of the Union. I used always to go to
meetings of the Congress or Kisan Sabha. I attended all their
meetings without exception. No record was kept in the office of
my doing so. There is not in my office any list of meetings
held. My office and the Congress office were in the same room.
The Congress Secretary was someone else. It was not the
practice for him to see my papers and I his.

REXXN. Nil.
' Sd. R. L. YORKE.
23-2.32.
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D.W. 31,

Dr. D. R. Dhar, on S.A.; Witness for Banarjee. Re.'@sidenccgt1
Calcutta.

I am M.B. Calcutta, D.T.M., of School of Tropical Medicine
Calcutta and M.R.C.P., of London. 1 worked in many hospitals
in London, and also in Berlin. I returned to India by the end
of 1927 (in reading over says: the middle of 1927), and worked
for 2 years as a Professor of Infectious diseases in the Carmichel
Medical College. I have been practising as a Consulting
Physician since my return. I was in London in 1924 and 1925.
I know Shib Nath Banarjee accused. I met him in London by
the end of 1924, at 21 Cromwell Road at the Government Hostel
for Indian students, where he was residing. He told me he was
stranded and asked me if I could help him with money to return
to India. I raised some money amongst our friends for him.
He subsequently came and told me he had received some help
from the High Commissioner's office so at his request I gave it
back to the donors. He on that occasion showed me some
correspondence which he was carrying on with the High
Commissioner’s office.. I think Banarjee accused returned to
India by the beginning of 1925 or end of 1924. I knew Mr.
Lindsay Indian Trade Commissioner and know his handwriting.
He used often to come to the Cromwell Road hostel where he
had some official position. I often met Mr. Lindsay during the
time Banarjee accused was there. I know there was corres-
pondence going on between Banarjee and Lindsay. I-know that
Mr. Lindsay helped Banarjee accused. Mr. Lindsay told me so
himself, (i.e., his knowledge is hearsay). IrecogniseMr. Lindsay’s
signature on D. 691 and 692 and his writing and signature in
D. 694. |

(No other accused will examine the witness.as his witness).
XXN. No accused wishes to cross examine.

By Crown Counsel. I knew Mr. Lindsay for about a year.
I first met him in October 1924 in Cromwell Road. I met him
there once a week or fortnight after that. I have' not had any
correspondence with him. I have seen notices issued by him
about socials and debates. I have never seen him writing. My
knowledge of his signature is based on notices.which purported
to be signed by him and that is all. I first met Banarjee when
we were in the same school'in Jessore in 1908. I am aged 33.
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He was senior tofme in the school. We were together for 3 or
4 years at schodbl. Then I lost sight of him. I saw him once or
twice in Calcutta casually in the streets before I went to England.
It might be in 1917 or 1918. The next time was in 1924 in
Cromwell Road. I asked him where he had been since I last
saw him. He said he had just come from Russia. I have not
been to Russia. He did not tell me what he had been doing
there and I didnot ask him. All I knew was that he wantedto get
back to India. I met other Indians in Berlin. My brother was
there from the Indian Educational Service on study- leave. I
met others too, a Dr. Gangoli who was a special friend of mine.
I did not meet 8. N. Tagore in Berlin. I was in Paris on my
way back to India when I heard he was coming. I did not hear
it from him. It was in July 1927 not the end of it. I think he
came to Boarlin later. I did not mest any of his friendsin
Germany. I do not know V. N. Chattopadhaya. I know Mrs,
Sarojine Naidu but none of her family.

REXXN. Nil.

Read and admitted correct.
| ' 8d R. L. YORKE.

23-2-32.

D.W, 32.

Mr. N. C. Kelkar on S. A. Residence Poona, Journalist
Witness for Thengde accused.

I was a member of the Legislative Agsérﬁbl} for some 6 or 7
years, and have been a Journalist for some 35 years. I have been
connected with 2 newspapers the English paper called Maratha
and the vernacular Kesari. I haye been connected with the
Indian National Congress since 1897. For 2 or 3 years till about
1923 or 1924 I was a member of the Working Committee. I did
not again offer myself for election owing to difference of opinion,
about Council entry etc. After that I established the Respons- .
ive Co-operation Party, and was its leader. I was associated
with Mr. Tilak for a long time and belonged to his party. Our
creed is to seek to reconcile the interests of capitalists and
labourers and landlords and tenants. That is the creed of the
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Tilak party and the Responsive Co-operation Party. I know
D. R. Thengde accused of this case and have known him for the
last 20 or 256 years. He was one of the prominent members of
Tilak's Nationalist Party at Nagpur. Dr. Moonje and Mr. Ogle
are others. Thengde has Iithink continued to be a member of
that party all along until ha came to Poona. I met him occasion-
ally at Poona. He used to some to me as a friend and a party
‘'man. He was also I think & member of the Responsivist Party.
He has all along been holding our views, up to the time of his
arrest. I know the Fabian Society. Thengde has been a
member of that society and a student of jts literature, which he -
used to receive. I also am a member of that society. It was he
who introduced me to it and signed my introduction form. I think
he took interest in Trade Unions. He used to discuss things with
me, trade union matters. I ‘mow there was such a thing as a
Kirkee Arsenal Trade Union. I remember to have attended a
meeting at Kirkee but not any meeting of the Union. Shown
D.767 (5): I do not remember 'seeing this document but I
probably attended such a meeting as is described in it. The
cutting shown to me (D. 774) appears to be a cutting from the
Kesari. 1 was then the editor of the Kesari and must have read
this report of the proceedings so far as it goes and my speech,
within 3 days. I think I found it correct. I know the 3 gentle-
men named in D. 767 (1). Paranjpe is a journalist with his own
paper, Gokhale was an assistant on my staff and Vage a member
of the Servants of India Society of Poona. I attended an annual
conference at Poona of the Postal and R.M.S. Unions probably
in 1928. I cennot remember the fact but Thengde must havé
attended it. At several public meetings in 1928 and 1929 at
which I was presiding or speaking Thengde accused was also
one of the speakers. At most public meetings police and govern-
ment reporters are present and also of eourse press reporters.

By Ghosh accused. I know Mr. G.S. Khaparde, and his
handwriting. D. 165 (5) is in his hand and bears his signature.

No accused wishes to examine this witness as his witness or
cross examine him,

XXN. By Crown Counsel. I have been in Nagpur several
times. It was there I first met Thengde. He came to Poona
some b or 7 years ago. I did not know he was a member of the
Workers' and Peasants’ Party. I had heard of the existence of
that party in Bombay. Ibhad no knowledge whether Thengde
had any connection with it, I had heard of the existence of the
W.P.P., through the newspapers. I had not I think seen their
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paper the Kranti. I waseditor of Kesari in 1908 to 1909 and then
again from 1910 to 1928, January. I took it up again in the begin-
ning of 1920 after a year’s leave spent in India. Ido not remember
whether the Kranti was advertised in the Kesari, Itmayhavebeen.
It might have been advertised there without my being aware of
it. The policy of the W. P. P., may ﬁave been commented upon
in the Kesari but not I think by me pérsonally. At this moment
I am not aware of any comments in the Kesari on the W. P, P,
policy. I cannot say if Thengde ever wrote to the Kesari. He
/might have contributed to the Kesarijon a subject he knew, about,
" the Trade Unions or something of thgt kind. It is correct that
what I have said about Thengdels views was expressed in
ignorance of the fact that he wad a member and President
of the W.P.P. I know nothing intimately of the policy of the
W.P.P. I know that they stand for asserting their rights
as workers and peasants as against their masters either
landlords or capitalists as the case may be. That is
generally all I know. I do not remember offhand anything
- which appeared in the Kesari that rather perturbed Thengde
or about which he came to speak to me. I do not know
Thengde's signature. P 820 shown to witness. I know Joglekar
accused. The mention in it of editorial note No. 6 in the Kesari
of 24th April 1928 does not remind me of anything. I do not
remember that he had any grievance against the Kesari such as
is suggested there. I know Dange accused and have seen him
but very rarely in Poona. He addressed a meeting at which I
was I think President. I have also seen him rarely in Bombay.
Nor do I remember anything about the incident mentioned in
P 819 about the Kesari. - I know Dattaram and Co., who are one
of our Bombay advertising agents. I am not prepared todeny that
the Kranti wasadvertised in the Kesari (witness was shown P 1348
(10a)and (10b). Ibeganto subscribeto the Fabian Society about4or
byearsago. Iknow acéused Sprattand Bradley byname butnotas
members of the W.P.P. I never knew whether they were membersof
it (W.P.P.) by personal knowledge. I am not prepared to connect
Dange or Joglekar with that party. I did connect Spratt and
Bradley with it. 1 do pot remember making up a little poem
about them. I do remember making it now, "after it was read
out from Legislative Council reports.

REXXN. Nothing that has been shown to me in cross
examination alters my statement about Thengde's views. [There
is not apparently anything shown]. My statement about his
views is based on personal conversation with him. [Ghosh asks
for permission to ask further questions which he says arise out
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of thé Cross-éxké.mina,tion. He has evidently no such right and’
has exercised his right of examining the witness already.
Permission is not granted).

Read a,nd_admitted correct.
' Sd. R.L. YOBKE.

26-2-32,

D.W. 33.

Mr. D. Chaman Lal, on S.A. Barrister-at-Law. I have been
connected with the A.IT.U.C., since its inception in 1920. I was
its founder and General Secretary for 3 years from 1920 to 1923.
T attended the International Labour Conference at Geneva as.
adviser to the Indian Delegate in 1925 and as Delegate in 1928.
I was present at the Labour and Socialist International Con-
ference in I think July 1928, or it might have beer August. I
have seen volumes similar to D. 776 and 777 as reports of that
Conference. [tendered as authoritative expositions of the current
of thought of the 2nd International].

- I was present at the Lahore Session' of the ALT.U.C,
presided over by Mr. C. R. Dasin 1923. I cannot possibly say
what was the central idea of his speech. (Ghosh seeks to elicit
Mr. Das, ideas as to the future constitution of India. Ruled out
as too far removed, from the matter in issue). I was not a
member of the Independence League. '

I was present at the ALT.U.C. Executive Councﬂ meeting
held early in 1928 at Delhi in the Assembly Committee room. I
remember 2 Committees being appointed to look inta the
condition of Unions in Bengal and Punjab. For Bengal I think
Spratt was one of them;, I-think that must have been my
suggestion. I first saw D. 893 a year or a year and a half after
I delivered my Presidential address. I recognise the signature
in D. 208 (1) as that of Mr. N. M. Joshi. I know of a News
Service called the Orient Press Service in London. I know a
Mr. Pulin Seal. He was running that service. The resolution
passed at the Cawnpore A.LT.U.C,, regarding the Boycott of the
Simon Commission as passed was I think my draft.

For Desai and Banarjee accused (by Mr. Sinha), In D. 691
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and 692 I recognise the signature of Mr. Lindsay Indian Trade
Commissioner and in D, 690 his writing and signature. I know
him very well. I know his writing as I have often had corres-
pondence with him. In D.778 I recognise the signature of
Sadanand Proprietor of the Free Press. He has written to me
off and on during the last few years and I have written to him.
" About D. 689 I can only say that I think it bears the signature
of Lord Olivier But I have only had a few letters from him in
reply £o letters written by me.

By Mukerjee. Accused wishes to put P 1414B to witness and
examine him as an expert to give an opinion whether this pro-
gramme is in accordance with the creed of the 2nd International.
I do not accept him as an expert on the evidence already given
by him. '

By Gauri Shankar accused. I appeared as Counsel in the
Sessions Court in appeal on behalf of persons convicted in the
Garhmuktesar Riot case in 1928. It was Gauri Shankar accused
who engaged me.

No other accused wishes to examine witness as his witness.

XXN. No accused wishes to cross-examine the witness.

By Crown Counsel. D 190 (95) shown to witness. I remember
" very well receiving this circular because it was a matter I had
dealt with myself previously in London. In July 1927 I was at
Lahore and Spratt accused was I think staying with me. Ido
not actually recall a discussion with him ‘on this subject bit we
discussed many matters and I might have discussed this with
him. Some time that Summer I went t¢ Peshawar to defend
one Fazl Elahi. I did not charge fees for that but I got my
expenses. I went to England in 1926. 1 do not think I met
Desai accused in 1925 but I think I did so in 1926 when I was in
England for about 3 weeks. He came to me as a correspondent
of the Bombay  Chronicle. Added: it might quite easily have
been 1925. I know Arthur Field. Witness asked about East
West Conference in 1925, and shown P. 1843C: T do not remem-
ber actually signing such an invitation but I remember being
consulted about it and asked to support it. I do not remember
what happened about it finally. '

I know Shaﬁurji Saklatwala very well. I do not remember
his trying in 1925 to arrange for me to goto Russia. Iand
Messrs Goswami and Joshi wanted to visit Russia in 1925 and it
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is possible «that we may have sﬁoken to Saklatwala about it. T
do not know anything about any arrangements bemg made
or not.

I do not know anything about Evelyn Roy except that in
Paris in 1925 on my way back from Geneva I was told by some-
one, that a lady called Evelyn Roy was waiting downstairs and
would I like to meet her. Isaid I had no intention ef meeting
her or Mr. M. N. Roy. (Da,ngq\objects'to this as hearsay. ‘No
hearsay evidence is contained in this statement. Objection.
overruled). It was not Mr. Joshi to whom I referred as the
person who told me. He was with me in Geneva but not with
me in Paris. We met again in London. A

(Witness shown P. 2375). Volunteers. I wish to say that
I took Spratt accused with me to Peshawar in order that he
should take notes of the case and for no other purpose. ‘

‘REXXN. Nil
Sd. R. L. YORKE.
99.2-32.

D.W, 34.

__  8.Sadanand. on S. A. Brahman. Residence Bombay. I
am Managing Editor of the Free Press of India News Agency.
I am also Editor of the Daily paper called the Free Press
Journal. I have known Desai accused since some time in 1928
soon after his return from England. When I first knew him he
was employed in the Bombay Chronicle. I think some member
of my staff introduced him to me. I knew Desai’s paper called
the Spark. I first heard of it in the latter half of 1928, some
time before it was started. If I remember correctly Desai was
then on the Herald staff. There was some trouble on the Herald
and after that I remember there was some ‘discussion between
me and Desai and some friends in my office about starting the
Spark. He asked me advice on the business and financial aspect
of the paper. My recollection is that I was in favour of his
starting the paper and gave the advice that if it was economic-
ally run it ought in due time to pay its own way. I dont
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remember anything more then. I think we -sent out a small
news paragraph that a paper entitled Spark would appear
shortly. I forget the exact terms. Ths file of that period does
not now exist. I also remember sending out as a news para-
graph an extract from the 1st editorial of the Spark stating its
aims. I gave my new service to Desai. The arrangement was
that the service should be given free for some time and after
that at concession rates. It was only to be given for the night
preceding publication. The service was given free after the
first issue appeared. I was a regular reader of the Spark. It is
my impression that I gave the service free for a number of weeks
but I cant say if it was for the whole life of the Spark. D. 778
is a letter from me to Desai and bears my signature. D. 780
bears the signature of Mr. B.G. Horniman which I recognise. I
have often received articles in manuscripts in his hand and
exchanged correspondence with him. The Indian National
Herald continued to appear till the 1st week of April 1929, I
dont remember circulating through my news agency a statement
of Mr. Saklatwala's views about Mahatma Gandhi, without .
seeing the statement. I do not possess files of the year 1929. 1
cant remember if the para ‘What Sak thinks’ in Spark No. 6
page 1 was issued from my Agency. I remember some opinions
of Saklatwala on Gandhi's arrest in connection with bonfire at
Calcutta were wired but I cant say if this was that paragraph.
I have no files of the messages sent by my agency at the time of
the Communal riots in Bombay in 1929.. I was at the time in
charge of messages on that subject sent from my office. I
remember distinctly sending the first message quoted on page
1678 of Desai’s statement shown to me and can say that messages
‘'similar to the 2nd and third were also issued.

By Ghosh accused. I have known Ghosh accused for 7 years.’
I think I met him at Calcutta in his capacity of Assistant Editor
of the Amrita Bazar atrika. I know of Miss Agnes Smedley by
correspondence only. She was the correspondent of the Free
Press Agency for some time. I had read her articles in the
Modern Review, Forward and another paper before I appointed
her as correspondent. I had also recommendations of her from
Jawahar Lal Nehru, and others. I remember discussions with
Ghosh at Calcutta about the establishment of an Eastern News
Service for news from China andJapsh. Ghosh was representing
the Indian Journalists’ Associat@gﬁl was at Delhi in February
1928. I know Mr. N. C. Chantita an M.L.A. at that time. I
think I met Ghosh at his house in Delhi then. More discussion
about this News Service took place then.
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. No other, accused examines Mr. Sadanand as his witness.
No accused wishes to cross-examine the witness.

XXN. By Crown Counsel. I dont remember anyone called
Nambiar who had an agreement with the Free Press -Agency
unless 1 have more particulars. Nambiar is a common name, I
know of Mr. A.C.N. Nambiar of Berlin. (Note: in reading over
witness says it should be A.C. Nambiar and not A.C.N. Nambiar).
My impression is there was correspondence with him about his
being correspondent for the Free Press but that it came to noth-
ing. I conducted the correspondence (Item No. 120 in
searchlist P 1240 is shown to the witness). I dont remember the .
address of Nambiar in no. 21 in that notebook but the name and
initials A. C. Nambiar are correct. No. 38 gives correctly the
name and address of my London correspondent referred to in
D 778. I dont know whether these names and addresses are in
Desai's writing. I dont know Desai’s writing. 1 cant say
definitely that I have never received a letter from Desai. I dont
even know his signature; I dont remember ever to have written
to him, or to have ever seen any of his manuscripts. I cant
- remember the details of the conversation about. the . financial
prospects of the Spark. I have heard of No. 19 in this same
notebook Singaravelu Chetty but not of no. 20 (Krishnaswamy
Iyengar) or his address. I cant say whose is the other handwrit-
ing in this note-book referring to subscribers nos. 41 to 47. (Mr.
Sinha objects that the note-book which is marked P 2617 is not
properly proved. Crown Counsel will argue that it is from
Desai’s search and in his hand. Noted). I know one Mr. Dhair-
yawan of the Bombay Chronicle but don’t know his initials or
address. Witnessisshown P870. I cant identify the pencil writing
in this, as my impression is that Nambiar's letters were generally
typed and only signed. I think they were geized when the Free
Press office was searched on 20-3-29. |

From 1923 I am associated with the Free Pressl"_ Before that
I was with the Associated Press in 1919 and 1920. In 1921 I
was Manager of the Independent at ‘Allahabad, and in 1922
doing some other work, and in 1923, I was Editor of the
Rangoon Mail. I was convicted under section 124A in Rangoonj
and sentenced to 2 years R.1., but sentence was suspended afte
some 4 months on an expression of regret by me.
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Copies of news messages which are broadcast are usually kept
for about a year or in some cases 18 months and.then destroyed.

I received no payment in respect of the 2 messages relating
to the Spark.

REXXN. For Desai. We are usually paid by the News-
papers who receive news messages and not by the persons
mentioned in those messages. Such messaged are sent according
to their public interest. - '

Read and admitted correct,

Sd R. L. YORKE.

9-3-32.

Printed by O’Brien’s Prese, Meerut



Mr. R,R. Bakhale on S.A. For Banerji.and Desai.

-1 am one of the 3 Labour. members .of  the .Bombay
Legislative Council. I am now the representative of Labour.on
the Indian Franchise Committee. I have been connected: with
the A.LT.U.C. from 1925 to 1929. I was Assistant Secretary all
that time. Most of tl?a.t time Mr. N. M., Joshi was- General Sec-
retary. = I was also working with him in shme of the Trade Unions
in Bompa.y I a.ttendpd most of the Sesgions of the T.U.C. be
tween those dates. I.attended the Jha.na. Congress in 1928. Mr.
Joshi was not pr esent/at that congress. ;[ acted s the Secretary
t,here " For.most of the proceedings it jwas I who took down
notes. D..805 the offitial report was printed by me as- keeper. of
t,he Press. It was als prepared by me. [ thinkit is a correct
report of the proceedi . Generally I/issaed the delegation
cards for the Jharia ongress ‘With - a {view to .issuing -these
cards I nsed to obta.m from the Unions concerned letters -of
aut.honsa,txon contam.uig the names of-the ‘delegates+ they--had
apppinted. These letters used to come l%post or if it .was:too

1a.te were, handed to me by an efficial of the Unian : concerned. at
the Congress itself. I used to keep theseletters in.my file -and
issue the delegate’s tickets. After the seision was over the file
used to be taken to the Bombay office. '} think :that represent-
atives of the East Indian Ry. Union attended the Jharia congress.
There was a contest that year for the pest of President between
Mr. Jawahar Lal Nehru and so far s I remember Mr. D. B.
Kulkarni. I opposed Mr.-Nehru and I cant gsay whether ;1
supported or opposed Mr. Kalkarni. I‘Iremember aright I think
the E. I. Ry. Union représentative voted in favour of Pt. Jawahar
Lal. The.message from Mr.-Andrews which appears on page
p4 to B8 was either given to me by hun in England or sent by
bim to me.

I was in Bombay in January 1929. I know Desai accused.

I remewmber to have met Desai once probably in January
1929. I think he came to me and asked me to give him the
names of foreign labour periodicals as he wanted them for his
own use.as he was editing a paper at that time. I know a Mr.
(tokhale who was Mr. N. M. Joshi's Secretary then. I think
Desai asked me to contribute an article.or two periodically to his
paper and I replied that I was busy at that time but I wounld try.

. By Ghosh. T attended the 3rd Cangress of the Lahour
(1)



and Socialist International at Brussels in August 1928. I think
Mr. Chaman I.al was also there with me representing the
AILT.U.C. D. 776 and 777 are the reports of that congress™ The
first time I saw these reports was some time early in 1929. I sent
those reports to Ghosh accused. I also attended the 60th Session
of the British T.U.C. at Swansea in 1928 as Fraternal delegate of
the A.LI'T.U.C. I spoke there. Isentthe reportof that congress
to Ghosh accused. I dontremember if there was another Assistant
Secretary at the Jharia / Congress besides myself. There was
another Assistant Secrefary elected at Jharia along with me,
namely Dange accused. The election was contested. The
contest was between Dapge-and Joglekar. I remember to have
had some conversationsiwith Mr. P.C. Bose and Ghosh accused
about that election. 1 J ink I told Bose and Ghosh that we
should support Dange because I had had talk with Dauge before
ieaving Bombay and he had agreed to act if he were elected. 1
also gave the reason tlat Mr. Joshi and 1 had pulled on very
well with Dange as Asistant Secretary. I also made a public
statement in the Execitive Council to the effect that Dange had
stated his willingness t¢ act. It is a fact that Dange was entrust-
ed by Mr. Joshi with tke task of preparing a revised edition of
the Trade Union Dircetory. I think be also paid Mr. Dange
solne money in 'advancl"from the T.U.C. funds for that work.

I was in Ca,lcut.ta. in the first week of January 1929. I
then remember calling on Ghosh at his house with Mr. Shiva
Rao I think Mrinal Kantj Bose was with Ghosh at the time of the
(,a.ll_ We had some talk dn the Jharia T.U.C. Congress and the
future of the. T.U.C. It whs general talk in regard to what took
place there. I cant recoliect anything particular atout what
Ghosh said. I thinkI remember Ghosh showing me a newspaper
article. I think it related yenerally to what took place at Jharia
and the meeting. I dont femember by whom that article was
written. We did discuss the steps to be taken forithe future. 1
think some reference to the'organisation of Trade Union groups
- was discussed bdt I forget the details. I think the suggestion was

made by Ghosh accused. I agreed with Ghosh in regard to his
suggestion. : ; ‘

D. 208 (7) and (8) ‘teleg'ra.ms were both,sent by me.

I was in editorial charge of the A.I. Trade Union Bulletin.
1). 208 (6) was issued by me. I received the appeal from Pi.
TL Nehru which is part of it. D. 208 (11) was ‘written by me.
There is a reference to a report about Bauria which was received
from Ghosh. D. 285 (2) is that report. I was an editor of the
T.U. Bulletin from 1924 to 1928 except for the period I was in
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Lurope in 1928 All those issued \411110 I was echtor will - bea,r
mny name on them. D 208.(23) bears my slgnaﬁui'e' T thmk(&l‘l,
Dalhousie Square Calcutta was the office of M¥.  MuKund: Lai

Sircar for some time. I have not read Lemx;};g:m by Stalm '

By Mukherjee accused. I can recognise’ the ‘handwriting
of Mr. Citrine and his signature but that on D.190 (20} is not his,
though the postcard is from the T.U.C. I say this bécause my
experience is that when Mr. Citrine himself does not sign’a letter
a gentleman Mr. H'W. Lee signs\his name| and writes initials
H.W.L. below, as appears here. D. 781 (1) }/Wh enclosu:res, (")
(3), (4), (6), all bear my signature and were {gsued by me. Note.
Papers of 1926.)  D. 190 (98) was issued a.]ong with D. 781 ().
D. 190 (100) bears my signature as also ‘ 103) (104 was sent
along with (103) D. 781 (6) bears the sagnature of Mr. N. M.
Joshi.

No other accused will examine Mr, zflqlghlp ag his Wit_x}ess.
XXN. By accused Nil.

By Crown Counsel. When I was askej the question which
side the EX Ry Union Representative voted in the contested
election for President between J. L. Nehru an(li KulkarniI looked
through the report D. 305 and gave my answer, The reason for
my answer was that on looking through the list on page 88 of
affiliated T.U’s to 41 of the Appendizx. I had some faint recol-
lection that some important unions from some province voted for
J. L. Nehru. I found that there 3 Unions from Bihar and Orrissa
and I recollected that these 3 Unions voted for Jawahar Lal. I
can only remember a few important delegates such as K.L. Ghosh,
K. C. Mittra and Joglekar accused. K. C. Mittra was from
E.I.Ry., Joglekar was from some Bombay Union, G.K.U., or some
other union, and Ghosh from Press Employees Association
Bengal. (after consulting report.) I can give a few names of
Unions which supported Jawahar Lal, such as Press Employees .
Union, Bombay - Textile Labour Union (myself and others.)
Madras Labour Union (Mr. Shiva Rao and some’others). " I forgel
" whether it was a close fight in the voting but it was a hard fight.
I cant say why I remember that about the Bihar and Orrissa
Unions. The way it strikes my memory however is that Mr
Jawahar Lal Nehru bad some Trade union connections m‘tﬁ
certain unions statement which voted in his favour such as tht-fs
Jamshedpur Labour Association and the E.L Ry. Union. I seeri
to remember sowme correspondence regarding grievandes of the
E.L Ry. workers between K. C. Mitira and Pt.  Jawahar L4}
that is the T. U. connection with E.1. R.U. to which I refoy,
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D 285 (2) is not the original report I received but appears to be a

copy of the report which I received. The ongmal should be in
the ALT.U.C. ﬁles

REXXN. By Mr. Sinha. Contradiction about his voting
in the Presidential election pointed out ‘to witness who says:
what happened was that when the 2 names were proposed 1 was
in favour of neither but in my speech I opposed the candidature
of Pt. J. L. Nehru. I believe I suggested some other 3rd name
being put up: When the actual voting came I had to make a
choice only between those 2 candidates as there was no other in
the field and I voted in favour of Pt. Jawahar Lal as against
Mr. Kulkarni. I had no specific person in view for the 3rd
candidate, and did no} suggest any.

By Ghosh. Tddntknow where the papers of the A.LT.U.C.
are at present.

Read and admittb.d'correct.

Sd. R. L. YOREE.
21-3-32.

D.W. 36.

Mr, C. F. Andrews, on S.A.

By Ghosh accused. I wasin Calcutta in April 1928. ‘I
presided over a meeting at Wellington Square then. I think I
was invited by the Bengal Federation of Labour. It had to do
with the Lillooah Striké. I wanted to put before the meeting
terms on which T would advise men to go back to work. I think
also it was to collect funds for the strikers but I am not quite
certain. I dont remember if I saw the Englishman the next day,
with a report of the meeting. I attended a Send-off given by
the Federation to Mr. Haq: and Mr. Bose when they were going
to Geneva. Iremember receiving an invitation card similar to
D.759. I dont remember whether Ghosh accused showed me a
letter from the Agent E.I Railway in regard to those terms. I
remember that Ghosh and I were closely associated in the |
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mafter of those terms but I dont remember any detals, I re-
member that | went. to an interview  with the Agent. |I cannot
say if it was before or after the Wellington Square mee ingj My
only impression is that the Agent was unfavourable tq thl}terms

we proposed., I remember presiding over an ‘Execfitivd Com-
mittee meeting of the A.IT.UL.C., at Delhi in 1928. J wag Presi:
dent.. It was early in the year. One and I think thq main ques-
tion was. that of the affiliation of the A.IL T.VU. C/ to the
Amsterdam International. My attitude was that we shbuld nof.
affiliate the Indian T.U. Movement with- either pf the Inter-
nationals at that time. The E. C. accepted that view. I lefg
Calcutta to go to Europe some time early in May 19 8. Through- -
out April and up to I think May 4th, the datdI left, Ghosh
accused was active with me in working for a seftlement of the
strike. = D. 207 (4) shown to witness, ‘I remembef to have seen
this document before I left Calcutta then.

For Banarjee. I know Shib Nath Banjirjee accused in
Court. I cannot remember when I first met hin. If I remem-
ber right he came to me with an introduction frgn Major Graham
Pole. D. 698 is that letter of introduction. ,
happened to it after I saw it. The time I met Banarjee frequent.-;
ly was in the end of 1927. I cannot be sure whether I saw him’
in the interval between 1926 and then. Iknoy of the Calcutta

Tramwaymen’s Union. Banarjee came to m¢ to ask me to help'
in settling the strike on the Tramways and t§ get the men who
had been dismissed reinstated. It was in (alcutta he came to
me then. D 686is a letter I wrote to Bamarjee in connection
with that strike, Wae tried to bring about i settlement of that
strike. DBanarjee was working with me to tiat intent. I remem-
ber trying to get up some subscription for tle men to help them.
I cannot remember if we succeeded. I asked the T.U.C. for
help for the Tramwaymen and they give uf some small amount.
I was President of the Jamshedpur Labopr Association at that
tupe. It give I think Rs. 200 for the lplp of the men, at my
instance. 1 think it was Banarjee who first came to me for help
for the Lillooah workers. I wasin Calcpita when he came to
me. He wanted me t: help to bring abgat a settlement of the
strike. We discussed possible terms of gfttlement and I suggest-
od certain terms on which I was willing o help and to approach
Mr. Colvin the Agent. Sofaras1 can jwoollect he agreed to the
terms [ suggested. Otherwise 1 would jot have gone. I visited
the office of the Lillooah Union. I'tiink Banarjee took me
there. I think we talked over the termsat the Union Office. By
we I mean Shib Nath and I and oe or two others. I knew
K.C. Mittra of the E.I. Railway Union gt that time. I met him
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at the Union office and probably discussed with him. I feel fairly
certain he also agreed. I think we went on with the negotiations
on the terns I proposed without alteration and went to the Agent
with ther. I think but am not sure that I interviewed the
Agent only once. I met the Magistrate of Howrah, Mr. G. 8§
Dutt, many times in connection with the strike, nearly every day.
I dont kncw if Banarjee approached him or not. I cannot
remember that I ever went to him with any of the office bearerr
of the .Umor; My negotiations with the Agent were unsuccessful.
I saw the Agant’s letter D 207 (4) just before I left Calcutta for
Madras and éid not carry on the negotiations. I stayedin South
India for aboit a month and then went abroad. I remember a
strike at Jessop's and Burn’s connected with the Lillooah strike.
Banarjee and cthers asked me to negotiate for a settlement and
I went to both 2ompanies I think. I was not successful in those
negotiations alsy. I did suggest terms in those cases also. They
were accepted.ty the workers who authorised me to &:‘OPOSG
them. T met Binarjee frequently in the course of these flbgotia-
tions. He helpt«d me all the while more than anyone else.
These negotlatmus means those in the Lillooah and Jessop's and
Burn’s strikes. lwas absent from India and therefore_unable
to preside over ths Jharia Session of the A.LT.U.C. T sent a
message to the Coigress, which has been correctly reproduced
in the report of the Jharia Congress D. 305 at page 54 to 68.
Banarjee at once t«ld me he had been to Russia when I first
met him.

No other aoctsed examines Mr. Andrews as his witness.
XXN. No accised wishes to cross-examine the witness.
By Crown. Nﬂ A

Read and a.dm tted correct

Sd. R.L. YORKE.
21-3-32,

This closes the Q\ldence of defence witnesses. The Court
adjourns for the Holi abl Easter Holidays and will sit again on

Tuesday March 29 whekthe accused or their counsel will sum up
their case (vide Section ﬂ)O C.P.C).

Sd. R.L. YORKE.
21-3-82.

' Prinbed\»y O’Brien’s Preas, Mecrut.
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