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Reports, &c., relative to the ‘Wreck of, the -Indian Transport
b Warren Hastmgs ” on the 14th J anua.ry 1897.

No. 1.
| 'F’or?i:g_'n Oﬁéb to War Office. -
| | C g Foreign Office,,
 8ir, ' ' 18th January 1897.
I am directed by the Secretary of B‘tai:'e for Foreign Affairs fo transmit to yom,
for the information of the Marquis of "Lansdowne, the accompanying copies of

telegrams received, »id Mauritius, from- Her Majesty’s Consul for the Island of Réumon,
giving particulars in regard to the wreck of the hired transport ¢ Warren Hastings.”

I am &e.,
F.H VILLIERS.

~ Enclosure 1 in No. 1.
Telegram from Consul Bennelt, Reéunion. N
(Despatched 15th Janua}y (?) 1897. Received 18th January 1897.) -

~ Hired transport ¢ Warren Hastings,” conveying troops Cape to Mauritius, wrecked
at Saint Philippe.  No lives lost. Vessel total loqs Sending word to Mauritius to-day

by ¢« Lalpoora.”

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
Telegram from Consul Bennett, Réunion.
(Despatched 16th January (?) 1897. Received 18th January 1897.)

My telegram of yesterday. Discipliné perfect, kindness local authorities unspeak-
able ; local sympathy most touching; two Ofticers and diver proceed wreck to-day, rest

on board « Lalpoora.” All well,

(209) ‘ A2
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No. 2.

Foreign Office to Her Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador, Paris.

. Foreign Office,
Sir, _ 23rd January 1897,
I transmit to your Excellency herewith* copies of telegrams received from Her
Majesty’s- Consul..in the Island of Réunion, reporting the wreck of the British hired
transport «“ Warren Hastings,” near Saint Philippe, when conveying troops te Mauritius, -
and calling attention to the generous and sympathetic efforts made by the French local
authorities to assist the persons on board the vessel at the time of the disaster, all of
whom were, happily, saved. I request that your Excellency will express to the French
Government, in suitable terms, the high sense entertained by Her Majesty’s Government
of the ready kindness shown by the Colonial authorities, and the sympatby manifested

by the civil population. ' ‘
T am, &ec.,
SALISBURY.

No. 3.

The Governor of the Mauritius to the Colonial Office.

Government House, Mauritius,
. - . 22nd January 1897,
With reference te my despatches dated 18th instant, advising telegrams which I
have sent you reporting the wreck of the Indian troopship # Warren Hastings,” I have
the honour to transmit to you a report upon the unfortunate occurrence which I have
recejved from Commander Holland, of the Royal Indian Marine, who was in command

of the wrecked ship.

2. I have nothing to add to the details of the disaster as furnished by Captain
Holland, but it is my duty to draw your special attention to that portion of his report
in which he relates the kindness and generous hospitality shown by the people and
officials of Réumion to the shipwrecked passengers and crew. Reports on the subject
will no doubt be made to the Foreign Office by Mr. Consul Bennetf, but it is right that
I should send, in addition, the testimony of Captain Holland, endorsed as it is in every
respect by the passengers who have arrived here.

3. I have learned from private advices from Réunion that, in eonsequence of the
favourable state of the weather, the salving operations have been very successful, and
that there is every hope that much of the baggage and regimental plate will be
recovered. The “Lalpoora” has retyrned to Réunion for the purpose of bringing
back those Officers and crew of the “ Warren Hastings ” who bave been left behind and
also such arficles as may have been recovered from the wreck. She is expected here
again about the 28th, and will at once proceed to India with as many of the York and
Lancaster Regiment as she can accommodate, The remainder will be taken in the
“ Canning,” a troopship now on her way here from India, and expected about

3rd February,

Sir,

I have, &c.,

C. A. KING-HARMAN,
Administering the Government,

P.S —Since writing th® above, I have received from Major-General Balis-Schwabe
copies of reports on the wreck made to him by Lieut.-Colonel Forestier-Walker,
Cowmmanding 1st Battalion King’s Royal Rifles, and by Major Kirkpatrick, of the York
and Lancaster Regiment. These reports have been forwarded in original by the General

to the Under Secretary of State for War. ;
C. A. K.-H.

LY “

\Inclosurea 1 and 2 in No. 1.
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Enclosure in No. 8.

From Commander G. E. Holland, R.LM.; D.S.0. ‘Royal - Indian "Marine Troopship
‘ “ Warren Hastings,” to His Ezcellency the Governor of Mauritius.

| Maaritius,
Your Excellency, o -22nd January 1897,
I have the honour to submit the following report on the loss of the Royal Indian:

" Marine troopship “ Warren Hastings ”:—

2. We sailed from Cape Town at 6 a.m. on the morning of the 6th January 1897,
and all went well until the time of the disaster. The weather having been fine
excepting the 8.E. gale blowing when we left the Cape, and an unsettled appearance in
the weather on the morning of the 13th January, 1897, the barometer being then -22°
lower than normal, and the wind, which in the early morning was N.N.W., force 4,
shifted - very suddenly to 8., and blew with a force of 4 to 6 (Beaufort scale), the
appearance of the weather being unsettled. _

8. On the forenoon of the 13th January the sun was obscured, and observations for
longitude could not be obtained. At noon the sun came out and the latitude was found
by observation, and again at 3 p.m, observations of the sun enabled us to accurately fix
the longitude. These observations gave us the exact position of the ship at 3 p.m.,
which wags latitude 22° 39" 22” 8., longitude 53° 33" 50" E. (the mean of the observations,
of Commander and the Navigating Lieutenant). At 3.30 p.m. the course was set- by
compass N. 64° E., equivalent according to last observations to N. 60° E. (true). At
3.45 p.m. the error of the compass was obtained by time azimuth using Birdwood’s
Tatles, and found to be only 3° W, the compass course was then accordingly altered to
N. 63° E., by standard to make N. 60° E. (true). The speed of the vessel was
125 knots; wind south, and force 3 to 5. From then until the vessel ran on to the
rocks the weather was overcast, cloudy, with rain, which latter came down in torrents
at 2 a.m.

4. At 2.20 a.m., when the vessel was wrecked, the position by D.R. (frdtﬁ 3 p.m.)
was latitude 21° 29”7 12” 8,, longitude §5° 46" 12” E., which was 81 miles 8., 4° W. of
the place where the vessel struck. . - '

5. At the time of the disaster there were on the bridge myself, Lieutenant Walker,
the Navigating Officer, and Lieutenant Windham, the Officer of the  watch;
Lieutenant Walker and myself having gone on to the bridge at 2 a.m. :

’

6. To all of us it appeared that we could see a distance of, at least, 1 mile or 13
miles, and it was only after the vessel struck that we realized how very intense the
darkness was. Then, although the vessel was actually on rocks, close to very large boulders,
and having, within a distance of only about 60 yards from the bow of the ship, the cliffs .
and high land of the island, we could see from the vessel’s bridge absolutely nothing.

_ 7. I had perfect confidence in the correctness of my observations and course from the
3 p.m. position, and, taking into cdonsideration the great height of the land at Réunion
Island, and the fact that off the south coast, if it is seen even } a mile off, a vessel is
perfectly safe, the island being steep too, I considered I had no cause for anxiety. I
fully expected to experiencera current to the southward, and possibly to the westward as
well, and I had intended to run on for an hour longer on the N. 63° E. compass
course to allow well for the same before hauling up for Mauritins, if nothing was
sighted. :

8. I did not consider it necessary to proceed at a slow speed, there being nothing
to make me anxious about the vessel’s position, except the heavy rain and darkness of
the night, the previous day's current having set the vessel southward 6 miles, and I am
thankful now ¥ did not slow down, for, had I done so, the ¥8ssel would have been stopped
by the outside rocks, and must have gone down, in deep water, with all hands.

9. At 2.20 a.m., without warning of any kind, that is, either the least sign of land,
or sound of breakers (the sound of the latter being no doubt covered by the noise made
by the torrents of rain falling on awnings and decks) the vessal went on to the rocks.
Speed at the time, 12'5 knots an hour. The shock was very great. The engines were
immediately stopped and reversed, but, almost in the instant of doing this, I realized
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that the vessel must be on the rock-bound coasf- of Réunion, with deep water astern,
and so I set the engines going ahead full speed again to urge the vessel, it possible,

~ further on to the rocks, and kept them going ahead as long as possible. By this means,
as the vessel was lifted by each succeeding swell, she was worked close up tv the solid’
rock aiead. |

10. The wells were iﬁlmediately sounded. I found 2 feet forward ; main hold dry ;
2 feet of water above fore stokehold plates; and aft, 5 feet of water. ' i

11. The boats were cleared at once, this order being vefy properly carried outl by
the crew ; all the boats on board were cast loose, and ready for lowering in 5 or 6 minutes ;
all watertight doors were also closed, and all available steam pumps set going:

12. Soundings were then taken round the ship as follows, viz. :—

Starboard side on bow by the fore rigging, we found 4% fathoms.
Abrcast of the bridge, 74 fathoms.
_ » .,  after entry port; 8 fathoms.
On the quarter, 4} fathoms,
Right over the stern, 4§ fathoms.
Port side bow, 51 fathoms.
- abreast of bridge, 8 fathoms.

» 5  engine room, 3 fathoms,

»s ’ main mast, 3 fathoms.

» on quarter, 44 fathoms.

18. As owing to the sea breaking heavily on the rocks, I found the boats could not:
be used to land the troops, I ordered them to be re-seccured to prevent their carrying
away, as the vessel was rolling and thumping heavily on the rocks; this was done
at once. ' '

14, As nothing could be seen frem the bridge at 2.45 a.m., Lieutenants T. J.
Walker and Windham went forward, and coming back to me reported that the vessel’s
bow was close to large rocks, on to which they considered it possible to get by means of
ropes.

15, At 3.15 a.m., I directed Lieutenants Windham and Dobbin to get blue lights,
lower. themselves on the rocks, and ascertain if there was sufficient room on the rocks to
disembark the troops on to them. This was done, and when these Officers burnt the
blue lights on the rocks, I saw that disembarkation there was possible.

16. When the vessel struck I gave orders for the troops to fall in, and sent to
Lieut.-Colonel Forestier-Walker, the Officer Commanding the troops on board, to come
to me on the bridge, which he did immediately, accompanied by Captain and Adjutant
Stuart-Wortley. Orders were then sent to the troops to retire from the upper deck
except those on duty in order to leave room for the necessary work of the crew, the
women and children and sick to get ready to come on deck, and everyone to get ready
to disembark and to wait further orders. .

17. At 4 a.m,, everything being ready, I gave orders to commence disembarking the
men. I retained the women and children, because | hoped that the vesscl would remain
safe until daylight, when they could be disembarked much more safely.

18. At 4.15 a.m. she vessel commenced heeling over to starboard, and the engineers
and stokers were driven out of the alter stokehold and engine room, The forward stoke-
hold having been filled np, and everyone driven out of it at 3.15 a.m., the watertight
door between it and the after one being then closed. This hulkhead held till the end.
Everyone was now ordered on deck,

19. At 4.20 a.m. the vessel commenced heeling rapidly, and as I was of opirion
then, that owing to the amount of water in the vessel, and the fact that the water was
very deep on the starboard sitle and shallow in places on the port side,.the vessel was
going to capsize, I ordered the disembarkation of the men to cease and the women and
children and sick to be passed out, This order was obeyed promptly, the men stood
where they were, opening out a little to lel the women and children pass on. When all
the women and children had been passed out the disembarkation of the men was
continued. »

. 20. At 4.55 a.m. the starboard side of the vessel’s spar deck was under water and
the starboard baats were swept away. At this time, daylight commencing and thinking
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the end near, I gave permission to any men who could swim to go-over the port bow
and swim ashore to land at a point on the rocks 30 yards off, where the sea.was fairly
smooth. = The first man took a small line with hin, and several other ropes were thereby
made fast to the ship and shore, and many men disembarked by this means.

: 21. At 5.30 a.m, the disembarkation was complete, and at my request Lieut.-Colonel
Forestier-Walker left the bridge and proceeded on shore to take command of the
troops and make the necessary arrangements. : ' -

22, Two lives were lost, both natives. One, the saloon cook, the other,
Sub-Lieutenant de Burgh’s servant. These men jumped overboard near the steam
cutter on the port side, and not being good swimmers were drowned.

23, From first to last the most perfect discipline was displayed. All orders issued
to the troops were obeyed instantly, without any noise or confusion. The discipline of
the troops was tested twice very severely; the first time when after the wreck they were
ordered to retire to the main and troop decks, and the second time when they were
ordered to cease disembarking to enable the women and children to be landed.

24. The behaviour of the troops was throughout beyond praise. I[Jad there been
‘any attempt to crush or struggle forwards, there would have beén great loss of life, as,
owing to the angle of the heel (about 50°) of the vessel, it was impossible to walk on
the deck without holding on to the rails or ropes, and any struggling or pushing would
‘have inevitably resulted in many men being precipitated into.the water and drowned.

23, There were numerous cases of great gallantry displayed by Officers and men
‘jumping off the rocks to save exhausted and drowning men., I have not yet got the
necessary evidence to enable me to give the names, as there is great difficulty in getting
them to come forward, but I hope to obfain the evidence necessary for some cases soomn,
and will deal with the subject in a separate letter.

, 26. At 6 a.m., as the vessel had ceased heeling ovet and appeared to be held by
.the rocks, I gave permission to salve as much as possible. This work was carried on
until 10 a.m., when the 1st Lieutenant reported to me that it was unsafe to remain any
longer on board as the sea was rising rapidly, and that he had given orders to cease
work and remove everyone from the wreck. Sentries were posted to prevent anyone
going on board. '

27. Previous to this, at 8 a.m., I had proceeded to the village of Saint Philippe
and telegraphed to the British Consul at Saint Denis. o

28. During the day everything possible was done for the men. Provisions, &ec., were
ordered, and all arrangements made for the next day. All necessary orders were issued
to ensure the departure next morning from Saint Philippe for Saint Pierre of all sick,
women and children, ¢ Warren Hastings” crew, and about 600 men, these (except
vessel’'s crew) having nearly all saved boots. The remaining men could not march as .
they had no boots. ' . '

29. Lieut.-Colonel Forestier.Walker and I left Saint Philippe at 8.30 p.m. for
Saint Pierre, arriving there at 2 a.m., 15th instant, as it was necessary we should go on
abead to make arrangements for receiving and forwarding on the troops at Saint
Pierre. This we did, and sent every one on to Pointe des Galets Harbour, Le Port de
Réunion, in three special trains after their arrival at Saint Pierre on the 15th and 16th
instant. : " '

30. At 4 a.m. of the 1T7th instant all were embarked on board the ss. “ Lalpoora,”
which vessel I had chartered from the 15th instant. We left Galdts Harbour, Réunion,
the same evening, and arrived at Mauritius at 6 a.m. on the 18th instant, and being
admitted to pratique at 0.15 p.m. the same day, came into the harbour and landed
everyone.

31. I left behind at Réunion, Lieutenants 8t. John and Windham, and 11 men of
the Royal Indian Marine troopship «“ Warren Hastings,” to endeavour to salve as much
baggage, &c., as possible.

32. I have now to bring to your Excellencj’s notice the great kindness and
hospitality shown to us by the inhabitants of Réunion Island®whether Government
officials or otherwise. _ _
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33. All through the time of our stay in the island, everything that was humanly
possible was done to make the lot of all as comfortable as it could be made under the
circamstances. The people gave us of the best they bad, and many refused to take pay-
ment of any kind, and from the officials we received every assistance, always kindly and
cheerfully given.

34. I have also to bring particularly to your notice the exceeding great kindness
extended to us by Monsieur Coulon of Saint Philippe. This gentleman kept open
house while we stayed in the village. The ladies were lodged in his house and were
cared for by his family in the kindest manner. It is difficult to express in words our
gratitude for all that was done for them by this gentleman and his family.

35. Also I wish to bring to your notice the great kindness and assistance we
received from the following French officials :—

M. le Maire de Saint Philippe. , |

Monsieur le Capitaine Bertho, Capitaine de Port le Port.

Monsiear le Captaine Jules Barre, Lieutenant de Port Saint Pierre,
Monsieur Alfred Chaton, sous-officier, Gendarmerie.

. . .
36. T have asked Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion to convey to each of these our
thanks for the kindness and assistance so cheerfully given to us.

37. Mr. Bennett, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, was untiring in his
efforts to do everything possible to facilitate the transporting of the men from Saint
Philippe to the “Lalpoora,” and it was mainly owing to his efforts that everything
worked so smoothly with the people of the island. Not being able to get down to
Saint Philippe himself he sent his secretary, Mr, Piat. This Officer stayed with me
from first to last. His services were invaluable. He worked night and day, ready at all
times to do anything required, and it would be gratifying if he received from the
Government some mark of approval of his services.

38. Your Excellency will, T feel sure, bring to the notice of our Government the
great kindness and hospitality of the French people of Réunion, with a view to their
receiving such acknowledgment as may be customary.

39. The cause of the deplorable catastrophe is, I feel sure, the strong northerly
carrent of 8-1 miles in 113 hours, in conjunction with the thick weather at the{tl_me.

40. At the time of the Joss of the vessel there were on board, all told, 1,246.
I have, &c,,

G. E. HOLLAND,
Commander, R.I.M,

, No. 4.

© Major-General G. Salis-Schwabe, Commanding Troops, Mauritius, to the Under Secretary of
State, War Office.
Mauritius, '
. 28th January 1897.
1t is with deep regret that I have the honour to report the total loss of the Royal
Indian Marine troopship “ Warren Hastings,” Commander Holland, D.S.0., on 14th
January 1897, on the coast of Réunion. She left Cape Town on 6th January 1897, and
bad on board the head-quarters and one wing 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifle Corps, under the
command of Lieut.-Colonel Forestier-Walker, for Mauritius, and one wing 2nd Bn. York and
Lancaster Regiment, under the command of Major Kirkpatrick, a draft of the 2nd Bh.
Middlesex Regiment, 2nd Lieutenant A. B. Forman,R.A., and Surgeon-Captain W, T.
Swan, A.M.S., all for Bombay. The total number of troops on board was 22 Officers, 4

‘Warrant Officers, 940 non-commissioned officers and men, 4 Officers’ wives, 13 soldiers’
wives and 10 children.

2. Tam happy to say that all the troops were suctessfully landed, without loss of life,_
as stated in my telegfams te you on the 18th and 22nd January 1897. 1beg to enclose
reports from Lieut.-Colonel Forestier-Walker, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, Commanding

Sir,
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tronps on hoard, from Ma301 Kukpatnck Comma.ndmg wing ond Bn York and Lanca.ster’
and from Commander Holland, D.8.0., Commanding R.LM., troopship ¢ Warren {lastings.”
It will be seen from these reports that the appa,llmcr loss of life which usually attends
such a disaster, as a vessel steaming full speed on to the rocks on a piteh-dark night, was
mermfully averted by the perfect discipline ofthe troops in the face of imminent da.nger,
and the skilful disembarkation orders of Commander Holland, D.S.0. I beg to draw
special attention to paragraphs 23 to 25 of Commander Holland’s rteport which j:eraely
describe the bebaviour of the troops.

3. There were many acts of conspicuous gallantry.in saving the lives of others, a few
of which are described in paragraph 20 of Lieut.-Colonel Forestier-Walker’s, and ‘in
paragraph 14 of Major Kirkpatrick’s reports. I beg to. enclose a copy of the above-
quoted paragraphs and to suggest that the copy be forwarded to the Royal Humane
Society, and I have the honour to draw special attention to the following names, viz.,
2nd Lieutenant A. B. Forman, R.A., Tieutenant C. Goslin, Ser;eants J. Allen and R. Down,
Lance-Corporal R. Newby, Priv ates N MeNamara, E, Carr, G. Howes, W. J. Grisley, M.
Arrowsmith, L. A. Wootten and C. Croft, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifle Corps; 2nd
Lieutenants R. Selous and G. E. Bayley, Privates Roe and l*lanmry, 2nd Bn. York and
Lancaster Regiment ; Lieutenant Windbam and Sub-Lieutenant Huddleston, Royal Indian-
Marine.

4. The hospitality and kindness cf the French officials and inhabitants of Réunion-
were most conspicuous, as described in paragraphs 14 and 18 of Lieut.-Colonel
Forrestier-Walker’s, and paragraph 11 of Major Kirkpatrick’s reports. It would, I
believe, be greatly appreciated if thanks were expressed through the Foreign Office fo
the Governor of Réunion, the Mayors of Saint Philippe, Saint Joseph, and Saint Pierre,
sous-officier Alfred Chaton, of the gendarmerie, Monsieur Coulon and Docteur Courdain.
I should Tike also to bring to the notice of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
that the British Consul, Mr. Bennett, and his secretary, Mr. Piat, exerted themselves to
their utmost, and gave ‘invaluable assistance to the troops.

5. The ss. * Lalpoora,” with the shipwrecked troops, arrived at Port Louis at 6 a.m.
on 18th January, but the Quarantine Committee prevented the commencement of the
disembarkation till 12 noon, thereby causing considerable additional discomfort to the
troops for whom there was not sufficient accommoda.tlon or food on board. However,
by 6 p.m. all the troops were landed and distributed between Curepipe Ca.mp, the
disused Line Barracks, the Citadel, and Fort George.

6. On Sunday, the 24th January, the Right Rev. the Bishop of Mauritius held most
impressive thanksgiving services at the Port Louis Cathedral and Curepipe Camp, which
were respectively attended by all the troops in Maauritius.

7. In conclusion, I have the honour to report that the ss, “ Lalpoora ” will leave on
the 29th January with one wing 20d Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, and the draft of
the 2nd Bn. Middlesex Recrlment for Bombay, and that the Head-quarters and
remainder of the 2nd Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment will follow in the R.IM.
troopship “ Canning,” which is expected at Mauritius about 8rd February.

I have, &ec.,
G. 8. SCHWABE, Mgjor-General,
Commanding Troops, Mauritius.

E;mlosure 1 in No. 4

Eatract from a Report by Commander Holland to the General Officer Commanding,
Mauritius.

(Paragraphs 1 to 81 are identical with those in Enclosure in No. 3.)

32. In my report to His Exeellency the Governor of Mauritius, I have brought t
"notice the kind treatment we received from the officials and inhabitants of Réunion.

" 83, In conclusion, I trust that after perusing this report you will agree with me that
the saving of this large number of men during the darkness, and under the trying
circumstances of the case, is entirely due to the perfect discipline of the men and the

(209) B
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perfect manner in which Lieut.-Colonel Forestier-Walker had them in hand. Without
this contrel of the men exercised by him and his Officers the loss of life must have been
very great. : A

When leaving Pointe des Galéts Harbour, I manned the rigging of the steamship
¢ Lalpoora ” with the crew of the “ Warren Hastings,” we gave three cheers for France
and Réunion, the band of the regiment playing the French National Anthem as a parting
salute, It was all we could do to show our appreciation of the kindness we had received
from the French people of Réunion Island.

G. E. HOLLAND, Commander, R.1.M.,
Royal Indian Marine Troopship “Warren Hastings,”

Enclosure 2 in Nd. 4,

From Lieut.-Colonel M, Forestier- Walker, King's Royal Rifles, late Commanding Troops,
R.IM.8. “ Warren Hastings,” to the Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General, Mauritius,

. Mauritius, '
Sir, 28th January 1897.
1. I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Major-General
Commanding, the following report of the circumsiances connected with the loss of the
R.IM.S, «“ Warren Hastings,” of the troops on board of which 1 was in command.

2. The ship left Cape Town on 6th instant with the head-qugrters and four -com-
panies of 1st Bn, King’s Royal Rifles, four companies, 2nd Bn. York and Pancaster
Regiment, and one Warrant Officer and 24 men, Middlesex Regiment, en route to this
island, where she was due at mid-day on 14th instant. The total number of troops on
board was 22 Officers, four Warrant Officers, 940 non-commissioned officers and men,
four ladies, 13 women, and 10 children. . ' i

3. Af 2.20 a.m, on the night of the 13th and 14th instant, I was awakendga~" =
shock, and realizing from the grating sound what had occurred, I dressed hurried§d
went up to the bridge to report myself for orders to the Captain of the ship, Commg?®
G. E. Holland, D.8.0., R.IM. All this time drenching rain was falling in torren
making & great noise, pouring on the awnings and decks, apd the night was so int4'Y
dark that -it was impossible to distinguish anything more than a few feef awa nd
impossible to make out where the vessel was, or to see anything at all of the Jand, (fhe
nature of the rocks on which she was lying, though it was believed that the vess ad
struck on the coast of the Island of Réunion. The sea at the time was calmgiough
there was a moderate swell. The engines were then working at full speed ajfed, snd
were kept so until stopped by the water.

4, I received orders from Commander Holland to have all the troops fallen in down
below, the guard alone being on the upper deck, and these were ordered down almost
immediately after, leaving only such sentries as were necessary. .t

5. On receiving a report that the rock against which the ship’s bows were ’rgsting
“appearsed to afford landing space, Commander Holland, at 3.25 a.m., sent Lieutenants
Dobbin and Windham, R.I.M., down over the bows, with blue lights, to investigate and
.report, and informed me that, if practicable, he would commence landing the men, in a
similar way, as soon as possible. In order to facilitate this, I gave directions that the
men should be formed up by regiments, the King’s Royal Rifles on the port side and the
York and Lancaster and details on the starhoard side of the ship, so that the two forward
companions could be used simultaneously.

6. Up to this time, though the vessel was bomping heavily, she was lying on a fairly
even keel, and Commander Holland therefore eonsidered that the disembarkation of the
ladies, women, and children could with safety be deferred till daylight, as it could then
be carried out with 50 much more safety and convenience to them; and orders were
therefore issued, on his learning from the Officers sent that landing was feasible, for the
disembarkation of the men to commence. I had previously given instruetions that such
of the men as were able should fetch tneir rifles and boots, and at 4 a.m, disembarkation
commenced by roy« ladders on either side of the bovw.
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7. At the same time, by Commandet Holland’s direction, I detailéd two Officérs,
1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles; the one, Majot Gore Browne, to land with the men ahd take
command on shore, the other, Captain Prendergast, whose excellent krowledge of Frefich
wag likely to be of good service, to proceed to.the nearest village ahd try and make any
‘arrangement possible for the reception of the ladies, women and childrer, and men.
Very soon after 4 a.m. the vessel gavé a heavy bump, and & lurch to starboard, and as
she appeared heeling over everyone was ordered ot the upper déck. The meri came up
by various companies, and the regularity of the disembarkation was niot intetfered with.
At 4.20 a.m., owing to the list increasing, Commandet Holland deemed it hecessary that
the ladies, women and childrets, and stich sick as required assistance, should be landed it
once, and for this purpose suspended the disembarkation of the met till it was satisfactorily
completed. - ' - -

8. The sea was by this time beginning to wash over the upper deck on the starboard
side, and T received instructions to get all the men as far as possible over to the port
side of the ship, and as Commander Holland tonsidered that she was how ifi imminent
danger of heeling right over and probably sinking in deep water, it became necessary to
cxpedite the disembarkation, and ordeis were therefore given to discard both rifles and
boots ; this order was the more necessary as it.was impossible to move alofig the deck
without uging both hands to support oneself. At about this time, 4.85 a.m., the electric
light, which most fortunately had lasted so long, gave out, but happily it was almost
daylight. _ o ' ' ' '

9. The list to starboard still continuing to increase, Commander Holland, about
4.55 a.m., gave permission to mén who were good swimiters to drop off atid swim ashore
ou the port side, a distancé of some 30 yards, and the first mat whé did so, Private
McNamara, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, was successful in eartying a lne to the
lend, by aid of which some three ot four ropes were carried and ihade fast, and weré the
means of assisting a considerable number of men to the shoré. Though the swell at the
time was only modetate, the waves were breaking on the tocks with consideralile foice
and the backwash was sufficient to. prevent snyone landing without assistahce, and
groups of men were all along the shore helping others as they came near. - By this timé,
too, in addition to the ladders already mentioned, one or two ropes had been hung over
the bows, by which men clambered doewn on to the recks. - : '

10. The disembarkatioh of the troops was comipleted by 5.80 a.m,, and I thén, by
.- Commander Holland’s directions, left the bridze ahd went ashore. Here I learhed that .
we were on the island of Réunion, and within about half a mile of the village of Sainté
Phillipe, and that Captain Prendergast was theté making all the arrangements he céould.
A little later, as it seemed that the vessel had settled down and showed no immediate
gigns of any further heeling over, Commander Hollahd suthorized attempts being made
to save the light baggage and anything else possible, 4nd for this purpose I.ordered two
parties of 50 men each to be detailed from the King’s Royal Rifles and York and
Lancaster Regiment to assist, and to form a chain over the rocks from the wreck to the
mainland of the island, where the bagmage counld be collected, a distance of about
100 yurds. The party of the former regiment was subsequently increased by about 25
or 30 more metn, and the temainder of the troops I directed fto be marched to the
village. It was then found that, providentially, no lives among the troops had been Jost.

11. About 9 a.in. the pariies mentioned above were relieved by some 80 or 100
men of the York and Lancaster Regiment, and these continued to work until 10 a.m.,
when the 1st Lieutenant of the ship, Lieutenant St. John; who was in ¢harge at the
time, considering the wreck to be unsafe, directed everyone to leave; and the whole of
the troops, with the exception of a smell guard placed over the baggage saved, with
sentries close %0 the ship to prevent any looting, were then colliected in the village of
Saint Philippe. The baggage was subsequently brought up the village, and the sentries;
being relieved by the local French police, were withdrawn. Commander Holland had.
previously proceeded to the village and placed himself in telegraphic communication
with the British Consul at Saint Denis, and had also made every possible arrangement
for the supply of rations to the troops, & considerable portion of which had to be broughs
~ from Saint Joseph, about 10} miles distant, a sufficient quantity not being procarable
~at Saint Philippe. This involved & certain amount of delay, but, fortunately, some

preserved beef and biscuits had been seved from the wreck and were available for
immediate issue. : S '

12. During the day a reply was reccived from the Consul stating that the
B.I. s3. “Lalpoora” was at Pointe-des-Galets, and available to take on the troops, and I
on) - B2
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was informed she would probably be chartered for this purpese. Saint Pierre, the
nearest place with a harbour where there would be any chance of embarking the men, i
distant from Saint Philippe about 21 miles, and it was absolutely necessary that everyone
should be got on there asx soon as possible, as the smaller towns and villages would be
unable to find the requisite provisions for so large & force. Carringe for the lddies,
women and children, and sick, was essential, and, in addition, there were some 350 men
without boots, who could noi, possibly. march the distance ; Commander Holland bad,
therefore, asked the aid of the local authorities at Saint Pierre and Saint Joseph to
secure as many carriages and carts as could be got, and, having arranged that the men
capable of walking should march the following day, the 15th instant, to Saint Joseph,
and that the ladies, women, children, and sick, and as many men as the carts procurable
could carry should also start the following morning and go right through to
Saint Pierre, he left for the latter place at 8 p.m., 14th instant, taking me with him,
with a view to making all further arrangements necessary.

13, The command of the troops remaining at Saint Philippe devolved on Major
Kirkpatrick, York and Lancaster Regiment.

14. The people of the village had been mo§t kind in providing the best accommo-
dation at their disposal, the sick heing put up in the Mairie and the women and children
in fhe convent. The men were quartered in two empty enclosures, the best sleeping
accommodation which was available being given them, and they were made as com-
fortable as could be expected under the circumstances. ~Commander Holland and I
reached Saint Pierre about 2.15 a.m. on the 15th instant.

15. It bad been his intention to have the B.IL. ss. ¢ Lalpoora ” brought round there,
but she could not have entered the harbour, and the sea, on the morning of the
15th instaut, was too high to admit of any boats passing in or out, so she was ordered to
remain at Pointe des Galéts, and, as the railway begins at Saint Pierre, arrangements
were made for a special train to convey everyone to the former place to embark.
The old barracks at St. Pierre were placed at our-disposal and afforded sufficient and
excellent accommodation, especially as it was not intended that anyone should stop there
more than a few hours.

16. I bad directed Major Kirkpatrick to proceed in command of the party, about 600
strong, marching from Saint Philippe to Saint Joseph, and left it to him to decide
whether, after a rest and a meal there, the men were fit to complete the march to
Saint Pierre the same day. About 12 o’clock I received a telegram from him saying he
intended to halt at Saint Joseph for the night. The ladies, women, children, and sick
arrived during the course of the day in carts and carriages, and at 8 p.m. a special train
was got off, in which Commander Holland left, with the whole of them, nearly all the
crew of the R.ILM.S. “ Warren Hastings,” and as many of the men without boots as had
arrived up to then, together with two Officers, in all about 400. i

With the kind assistance of the Mayor of Saint Pierre more carts had been placed
at our disposal for the purpose of bringing up the remaining men from Saint Philippe,
and instructions were sent by Commander Holland to Lieutenant St. John, who with
Captain Prendergast, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, had remained in charge, telling him
to bring everyone along, and to arrange to arrive at Saint Pierre by 3 p.m., on the:
16th instaut.

L also sent orders to Major Kirkpatrick to march so as to arrive not later than
11 a.m. that day, so as to enable the men to get the meal provided for them, and to
be ready to entrain at 12.30 p.m. Going down to the barracks at 8 a.m. on the 16th
I found that Major Kirkpatrick’s party, about 600 strong, had arrived all right, and as
Commander Holland, after inspecting the * Lalpoora” at Pointe des Galéts, returned to
Saint Pierre by the forenoon train, 1 left myself with about 400 men by the 12.50 p.m.
special train, and embarked with them on the *Lalpoora,” where I found the ladies,
women and children, and the whole of the men who had gone on the preceding night,
" already settled down. I had left Major Gore-Browne, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, in
command of the men remaining at Saint Pierre, and this party being joined by those
with Lieutenant $t. John and Captain Prendergast from Saint Philippe, left that night
with Commander Holland, and reached Pointe des Galets about 4 a.m. on the 17th instant,
when the whole of those from the R.LM.S. “ Warren Hastings” (with the exception of
Lieutenants St. John and Windbawm, R.L.M., and 10 lascars remaining behind for salvage
purposes) were embarked on the “ Lalpoora,” which sailed at 3 p.m. that afternoon and
reached Port Louis, Mauritius at 6 a.m,, 18th instant. .
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17. It is impossible sufficiently to thank Mr. Bennett, the British Consul, for all he
did for us.. Not being able to leave himself at that particular time, he immediately on
receipt of the news of the disaster sent his Secretary, Mr. Piat, down to meet. us; and he
joined Commander Holland and myself, between Saint' Joseph and Saint Pierre, on
the night of the 14th instant, and was untiring in his efforts to assist us in every possible
way from that time until we sailed. :

" 18. I bave already mentioned the kindness and hospitality of the inhabitants of -
Saint Philippe when we landed there. All, from the Mayor downwards, showed the
greatest anxiety to be of service to us, and the many isolated acts of kindness in the
giving of coffee, food, and clothing te individual men are much too numerous to
mention, I would however draw special attention tq what was done for us by Monsieur
Coulon, who placed his house and everything he possessed at the disposal of the ladies,
and had food available all the day for any of them. ov of the Officers who réquired it, .-
and finelly, when practically eaten out of house and home, was with the greatest difficulty -
prevailed upon to accept any recompense. ' ‘

Mongieur Alfred Chaton, sous-officier of gendarmerie, was also most obliging and
unsparing in his efforts to save the men fatigue by taking on himself and his gendarmes
nearly all the guard duty nccessary at Saint Philippe, which, after what everyone had
gone through, was an inestimable boon. ‘ o '

Major Kirkpatrick reported to me that he bhad received very material assistanee
from the Mayor of Saint Joseph, and I can speak myself to the services cheerfully
rendered to us by the Mayor of' Saint Pierre in the collection of c¢xtra carts, without
which it would have been impossible to get the men up from Saiut Philippe as soon as
we did. I might mention numerous other instances, but I trust these will be enough to
show the really kindly spirit in which these shipwrecked British trovps were received by
the officials and inhabitants of the Island of Réunion, and I would further respectfully
express a hope that when this is represented to the Government, some steps may be
taken to convey to the Governor and ‘officials of this island our grateful thanks for
all they did for us. ' ‘

19. 1 enclose a report received from Major Kirkpatrick, York and Lancaster |
Regiment, giving his account of what took place, and I have to express my entire
concurrence in his remarks.

20. During the time everyone was being got ashore from the wreck, I was an
cye-witness from the bridge of numerous acts of devotion and gallantry in.saving life; -
and several other cases were afterwards brought to my notice, which I did not see
wyself, but which I consider are thoroughly well authenticated, and I have therefore the
honour to submit the following list, with the hope that the conduct of those named may
be brought to the notice of the proper authorities, In this list I have, to avoid
repetition, omitted any mention of names already brought, forward by Major Kirkpatrick,
in the report already alluded to, except in' one case, where the details came more under
my own personal observation : — ' -

(1.) No. 7679, Private N. McNamara, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, was the first
man to attempt to swim to the shore on the port side, as has already been mentioned,
carrying & light line, by means of which ropes were carried over and made fast, thus
enabling many men to escape. ‘

~ (2) No. 6168;‘_P1'ivate E. Carr, lst Bn, King’s Royal Rifles, swam out some
distance to the assistance of Mr. Gadsden, R.IM., chief engineer of the ship, and
brought him ashore. ' o .

. (3.)_ No. 4421, P.riva,te G. Howes, 1st Bn, King’s Royal Rifles, at ‘the time a
paticut in hospital, dived in and attempted to save a native cook, who was drowned.
He had afterwards to be himself helped out of the water.

(4.) No, 7291, Lance-Corporal R. Newby, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, dived from .
the ship and assisted a man of the York and Lancaster Regiment (name unknown) to a
rope, by which he was got ashore. ' - ' -

-

(5.) No. 5680, Private W. J. Grisley, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, swam out with a
buoy todthe_ assistance of Private J. Brown, 1st Bn. King's Royal Rifles, by which he .
was saved.

(8.) No. 6131, Private M. Arrowsmith, 1st Do, King’s Royal Rifles, was on the -
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rocks near the bow of the ship, when a child of one of the York and Lancaster
. Regiment, was being brought down the ladder, slipped and fell into the sen, Private
" Arrowsmith, although unable to swim, jumped in with a rope and was pulled out again
with the child in his arms. '

(7.} No. 6547, Private L. A. Wootton, 1st Bn. King's Royal Rifles, swam out to
the assistance of Private G. Taylor, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, and, after bringing bim
ashore, went in again with a buoy to Private Danner, 1st Bn, King's Royal Rifles, who
was getting exhausted. Private Danner missed the buoy and Private Wootton then
supported him to the rocks.

(8.) Lieutenant Windham and Sub-Lieutenant Huddleston, BR.IM., were ifisttiis
mental in saving several lives, but I have been unable to get particulars, except ifi the
case of Lance-Corporal Robinson, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifle Corps, who could nét
possibly have got ashore but for assistance, and who was saved by them both§ and
Private Diamond, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, whom Sub-Lieutenant Huddleston saved,
being afterwards himself dashed insensible against the rocks, and picked out of the surf
by Serjeant J. Allen and No, 7030, Private C. Croft, both 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifies,
at great risk to themselves. : :

(9.) Mr. Tyler, Bandmaster, 1st Bn, King's Royal Rifles, was in the water, on the
starboard side, and unable to make any headway against the backwash of the waves, or
to get near the shore; Lieutenant Gosling, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, endeavoured to
reach him, but after going some 20 yards was washed back, thrown on the rock and
injured. 2nd Lieuténant Forman, Royal Artillery, at once went in with a rope and a
life-buoy, and swimming out to Mr. Tyler, gave him the buoy. When, however,
the men on the shore began to haul on the rope, it parted. 2nd Lieutenant Forman
" stayed with Mr. Tyler, and Lieutenant Gosling then made a second attempt to
reach him, bat failed and was brought ashore. 2nd Lieutenant Bayley, York and
Lancaster Regiment, then swam out with- a rope, and the whole three were then
brought close in to the shore, when 2nd Lieutenants Forman and Bayley were
hauled up on the rocks, over which the sea was then washing. In endeavouring to
pull Mr, Tyler in the buoy slipped, and the backwash carried him out at once. Just at
the time one of the boats belonging to the ship, which had washed loose, was drifted
sufficiently near the rocks to be got hold of, but was all the time being dashed against
them, and actually, being broken up. It was caught and manned by Colour-Serjeant
Jones, who way at the time a hospital patient, Berjeants H. Howarth and RB. Down,
Corporals R. Hodgson and €. Young, and Privates Nos. 6206, W. Parkinson, 6040,
G. Kaley, 6064, T. Jones, 5756, J. Connell, 7441, T. Steele, 8094, P. Pickersgill, all
King’s Royal Rifles, and attempted to be rowed out to where Mr. Tyler, who wa$ much
exhausted, was, ‘ '

Not being able to get the boat out, Setjeant Down dived from the stern and swam
to him, supporting him til! he could be got on board ; hut thé sea afterwards swept him
out of the boat and he was pulled in again by Corporal C. Young and No. 6231, Private

C. B. Jones, and was eventually landed ‘in safety, thongh insensible, together with the
crew of the boat. -

21. In conclusion,” I would wish to bring to the notice of the Major-General
Commanding the admirable behaviour of al] the troops on board from the time the
vesgel struck. - ‘ ‘

~ The fnost petfect discipline was maintained ; everyone fell in quietly when the order
‘was given, and remained awaiting further orders, without noise or any sign whatever
that anything more than usual was expected of them. When it is remembered that the
great majotity of the men were below decks at the time, and could not see, though they
could not but be conscious of the danger in which they stood, of the extent of wbich,
however, they had no chance of forming an opinior, the order maintained appears the
more praiseworthy.

From my position on the bridge, where I could see distinctly, I was particularly
struck by the way in which, when the disembarkation of the men was stopped to allow
the ladies, women and children to get ashore, the former quietly stood on one side to
permit them to pass, and then resumed their own disembarkation in perfect order, when,
all the tirne, it appeared to be a question of moments when the vessel would heel over.

1 have, &c.,
M. ¥. WALKER, Lieut.-Colonel, K.R.R.,
Late Commanding Troops, R.IM.S.  Warsen Hastings.”



15
‘Enclosure 3 in No: 4~

Maior w. J. Kirkpatm’dk, lgte Commanding bdachmént, 2nd Bn. York und ._Lcméaster Regi-
mend, fo, the Officer Commanding 2nd Bp. York and Lancaster Reyimeny. co-

Curepipe, Mauritius,

' - 20th January 1897.
With reference to the loss by shipwreck of the R.I.M.S, # Warren Hastings,” on
the morning of the 14th instant, off the Isle of Réunion, I have the honour to report
the following circumstances which came either under. my own cognizance, or thaf
of the Officers of the detachment lately nnder my command :— "

Sir,

1, At 2.16 a.m. on the 14th instant, I was asleep in my eabin, and was awakened
by the grating noise made by the vessel striking the rocks; I went at once on fhe
upper deck where I found it was raining in torrents and pitch dark; the vessel did not
seem to be moving. I heard the Officer Commanding troops being called for, and seeing
the 15t Lieutenant, Mr. St. John, near me, I asked if Captain Holland, D.S.0., would
like me to go on the bridge, he said * Yes,” and I' went up, when Captain Holland told me
“ He wished the troops to fall in on the main troop deck.” I then went below, and on
the way I met the Officer Commanding troops, and told him the order I had received,
and that I was going to see it complied with, also that the Captain wished him ‘to go
on the bridge. '

2. I then gave the order for the men to.fall in, which they did in the most calm
and orderly manner, this was about 2.25 a.m. [ afterwards received and. issued two
~orders—(1.) “ That the troops, who were aft first mixed, baving fallen in as they stood,
should be separated, the 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles falling in on the port side, and the
2nd Br. York and Lancaster Regiment on the -sta,rboar;gi side ; and (2.) * That the
troops were to be arranged by companies.” Both of these orders were earried out; the
companies being arrenged in alphabetical order from bow to ptern, ‘

8. The next order received by me and given out was to the effect, “ That the men
were to get their hoots, kits, and rifles,” but this, owing fo the water having now got ip
to the starbvard side, on account of the list of the vessel, could not be carried oyt ag
regards the 2nd Bn, York and Lancaster Regimenf, only a few men being able to get
their boots; the watertight doors were also closed, and this prevented .the men from.
getting at their kits, &e. ‘ | | |

4. My next order, just about daybreak (4.15 a.m.), was, “ That the ladies, women and
children were to pass along to the how and be landed from there,” This was done with
diffieylty, as the vessel was now lying down well on the starhoard side, hut they were
helped along from one to another and so all got safely to ghore. ' .

5, The men were now disembarked, the vessel meanwhile listing, more and more
over to starboard ; 1 followed in rear, and ascertained, as I weni along, that no soldiers
were left behind on the vessel ; this I reported, as I passed, to the Qfficer Commanding
troof)s_and Captain Holland, who then came down from the bridge, and we three were
the last fo disembark ; 2 good many men towards the end, by the Captain’s permission,.
jumped into the water and swam ashore:

6. I think the discipline was perfect, the men being as calm and cool as on parade,
even when the electric light failed for a short time and candles had to be lit, this was,
however, only for about five or ten minutes.

7. On arrival on the rocks I endeavoured to muster my detachment, and, after
some little time, was able to repart all accounted for, when I was ordersd to furnish a
fatigue party of 45 men to assist in frying to save light cabin baggage ; the remainder
of my detachment 1 sent off, under Captain Byass, to the village of Saint Philippe,
about  mile from the scene of the wreck. I afterwards sent down a second fatigue
party to relieve some of the 1st Bn. King's Royal Rifles, who had been at work all the

morping.

8. All the troops bivouacked in this village (Saint Philippe) for the day and might
of the 14th instant, and next morning, 15th instant, about 7 a.m., I started with all the
men who had boots, viz., 424, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, and 193, 2nd Bn. York and
Lancaster \Regiment, to march to 8aint Pierre, which I was fold was about 22 miles
distant. The Officer Commanding troops and Captain Holland, D.8.0., had gone on the
evening previous, 14fh instant, to make the necessary arrungements, ) |
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9. On arrival, about 11 a.m, 15th instant, at Saint Joseph, about half-way
between Saint Philippe and Saint Pierre, i.e., about 11} miles from the former, I
found the men were 8o done up they could not finish the march on that day, so arranged
with the Mayor of Saint Joseph for food and accommodation for that day and night,
and telegraphed to this effect to Officer Commanding troops at Saint Pierre.

10. The ladies, women and children, sick, and the smnall amount of baggage saved,
were passed in carts from Saint Philippe to Saint Pierre on this day, 15th instant, also
about 100 men, without boots, in the remaining available carts. The remainder of the men
without boots following in carts next day, 16th instant.

11. I should like here to mention the very great kindness and sympathy received
from the French inhabitants, both at Saint Philippe and Saint Joseph, the latter
place especially, and also in particular to mention Monsieur Coulon, of Saint Philippe,
and Monsieur the .Doctor Courdain, and Monsieur the Mayor of Saint Joseph, as
. baving been of the greatest assistance to us on our march. I am sure none of us will
ever forget the great kindness of these gentlemen.

12. On the morning of the 16th instant we finished our march, leaving Saini
Joseph at 4.30 a.m., and arriving at Saint Pierre about 8.30 aan.; from this place we
were taken by special frain to Point de Galle, and embarked there on board B.I ss,
“Talpoora.”

13. With the exception of a very few arlicles saved from the cabins on the port
side of the vessei, all the baggage, including all detachment and company documents,
account books, pay lists, &c, have been lost, also about half the regimental plate which
had been lent to my detachment Officers’ mess at Cape Town, all the Officers’ mess
pictures, &e. The Officers have individually lost all their property, silver plate, &c.

14. 1 should wish to bring to your notice the following incidents at the time of the
wreck, which have been authenticated by eye-witnesses:—

(1.) The Bandmaster (Mr. Tyler) of the 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, was being
almost drowned, when Lieutenant Gosling, 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, attempted to go to
his rescue, but was unable to do so, as he was dashed back on the rocks; 2nd Lieutenant
Forman, R.A., however, succeeded in swimming out with a rope round him and reached
Mr. Tyler and assisted him to a life-buoy, when the rope broke and 2and Lieutenant
Forman was in imminent danger of being drowned, when 2nd Lieutenant Bayley, 2nd
Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, got a rope tied round him and swam out to. their
assistance, he succeeded in reaching them and holding on to them, and eventually all
three were dragged safely on shore, though in an exhausted condition,

{2.) 2nd Lieutenant Selous, 2nd Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, jumped over-
board o the starboard side and assisted a man to shore who at the time was sinking,
and would most eertainly have been drowned if not so assisted by 2nd Lieutenant Selous;
this Officer also saved another man on the port side, who was sinking, by jumping into
the sea, catching hold of him and holding him up till a rope was thrown to them, by
means of which they were both pulied on shore. :

(3.) Private Roe, A Company, 2nd Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, who was
on guard at the time of the wreck as a sentry on the lower deck, stood to his post till
the water was up over his knees, and would not leave till ordered to do so by 2nd Lieutenant
Bayley, 2nd Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, after he had reported that everyone
had left that part of the ship. As regards my late detachment 2ad Bn. York and
1ancaster Regiment only, I would strongly recommend that the conduct of 2nd Lieutenant
selqu: and 20d Lieutenant Bayley may be brought to the notice of the Royal Humane
Society.

(4.) Private Flannery, A Company, 2nd Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, who
was on guard and on sentry over the fresh-water tanks; also remained at his post till the
water was over his knees.’

'15. The conduct of the men of all corps was admirable; and, in my opinion, it is
almost entirely due to, the entire absence of anything like panic, and to the perfect
discipline, obedience, good order and coolness which prevailed amongst the men, that
we were so fortunate as not to lose a single European life.

I have, &ec.,
- W. J. KIRKPATRICK, Major,
Late Commanding Cape Town Detachment,
2nd Bn, York and Lancaster Regiment.
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Ehclosure 4 in No, 4.

Major W. J. Kzrkpamck late Commanding Cape Town Detachment, 2nd Bn. “York and
. Lancaster Regiment, to the. Officer Commanding 1st Bn. King’s Royal Rifles, and lute
Commanding troops on board R.IM.8. « Warren Hastings.”

Curepipe, Maaritius,
Sir, 25th January 1897.
1. With reference to my report re wreck of RIMS. “ Warren Hastings,” dated
20th instant, I have the honour to forward further details as to the reglmental Nos., &e.,
of men referred to therein. ‘

: . As regards the two men reported as having been saved by 2nd Lieutenant
R. 0 Selous, 2nd Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, this Officer cannot say who the
men were or to what corps they belonged, he is, however, at present making enquiries,

and I bave asked him to let you know direct should he be succe-.qful as he is quartered
at Port Loms

3. The Private Roe referred to in my report is at present awaiting a new
regimental No. from the depdt at Pontefract, he having purchased his discharge, and
afterwirds (about six weeks ago) re-enlisted, under authority of General Officer Com-
manding, South Africa. ' His number before purchasing his discharge was 3879 ; his full
name is John Norton Roe. The Private Flannery referred to is No. 3631, Private
Thomas Flanunery, 2nd Bn, York and Laneaster Regiment.

1 have, &ec.,
W. J. KIRKPATRICK, Major,
2nd Bn York and Lancaster P egiment,

Enclosure 5 in No. 4.

Major Kirkpatrick, 2ad Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment, to O_ﬂice'r Commandzng 13t Bn.
King’s Royal Rifles. B

Curepipe, Mauritius,
28th January 1897.

I bave just found out that No. 2033 Drummer John Higging, 2nd Bn. York and
Lancaster Regiment, was one of the men rescued by 2nd Lieutenant Selous. The other
man is supposed to bes one of your own corps, but name not known. 2nd Lieutenant
Selous cannot give me any further information. '

1 have, &e., ‘
- W. J. KIRKPATRICK, Major,
Late Commanding Detachment,
2nd Bn. York and Lancaster Regiment,

No. 6.
War Oﬁce to Foreign Office.

Sir, 30th January 1897.

I am directed by the Secretary of State for War, to acquaint you, for the information
of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that in ‘addition to the intimation contained

< in the telegram from Consul Bennett a copy of which was enclosed in your letter of

the 18th mstant, the Acting Governor of Mauritius, and the General Officer Commanding
the troops there, have borne testimony to the great kindmess and hospitality (including
gifts of food and clothing) of the authorities and population of Réunion, on the occasion
uf the wreck of the Rayal Indian Marine steamer ‘ Warren Hastings,” which was
engaged in the conveyance of troops betxéeen India, Sout.h Africa, and Mauritius,

(209) :
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In these circumstances the Marquess of Salisbury will doubtless agree with Lord
Lansdowne ihat the acknowledgments of Her Majesty’s Government should be conveyed:
to the Government of France.

I am to add that the question of some further recognition to those whe were
instrumental in saving life, or assisting the sufferers, will be duly eonsidered.

ARTHUR L. HALIBURTON,

No. 6.
Foreign Office to War Oﬁce.

Foreign Office,
Str, 6th February 1897.

- With reference to your letter of the 30th ultime, suggesting that the thanks of
Her Majesty’s Government should be conveyed to the officials and people of the Island
of Réynion, for their kindness and hospitality on the occasion of the wreck of the
Royal Indian Marine steamer “ Warren Hastings,” I am directed by the Marquess of
Balisbury to state, for the information of the Becretary of Stale for War, that Her
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris has already been instructed to express to the French
Government, in suitable terms, the high scnse entertained by Her Majesty’s Government
of the ready kindness shown by the Colonial authorities and the sympathy manifested
by the civil population,

I am, &e.,
F. H. VILLIERS.

No. 7.
Foreign Office tq War Office.

' . Foreign Office,
Sir, _ 12th February 1897.

I am directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Afiairs to transmit to you, with
teference to the letter from this department of the 6th instapt, the accompanying
copies of twa despatches from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris in regard to the loss
of the transport “ Warren Hastings.” 1 am to request that fhese papers may be lpid
before the Secretary of State for War.

' I am, &c,
F. H. VILLIERS,

Enclosure 1 in No. 7.
Sir E. Monson, Her Britannic Mujesty’s Ambassador, Paris, to the Muryuess of Sulisbury.

_ Paris,

My Lord, ’ 3rd February 1897,
With reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 23rd ultimo, 1 have the honour to
inform your Lerdship that I duly expressed to the French Government the high sense
entcrtained by Her Majesty’s Government of the kindness shown by the authorities of
the Island of Réunion, and the sympathy manifested by the civil population, on the

cecasion of the wreck near Saint Philippe of the hired transport “ Warren Hastings.”
T bave now received & note from Monsieur Harnotaux informing me that the f‘rench
Minister of the Colonies will Jose no time in transmitting to the Government of Réunion
. .the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government. B
T ' I bhave, &e.,

EDMUND MONSOX.
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Enclésute 2 in N6, 7.
Sir E. Monson, Heér Britaiiic Majesty's Ambassador; Paris, to the Marquess of Salisbury.

Paris, .
My Lord, - 5tk February 1897.
With feference to your Lordship’s despateh of the 23rd ultime, instructing
me to eonvey to the French Government the thanks of Het Majesty for the humane
conduct of the authorities and people of Réunion to the passengers and crew of
the ss. “ Warren Hastings,” wrecked on the coast of that island, I have now the honout
to enclose copy of a mnote which I have received from Monsieur Brunet, Deputy for
Réunion, eonveying his congratulations that there was no loss of life on this occasion, to
which I have replied in a suitable manner, adding that an expression of the grasitude of
Her Majesty’s Government for the conduct of the islanders has beénaddressed by me to
the French Government. ' - .
I have, &ec., '
EDMUND MONSON,

'Sub-Enclosﬁre in No. 7.
Moisteur Bruhet to the British Ambassédor.

- Monsictr {.ouis Brihet; députd de I'Ile de Réunion, a recd eonfirtidtion du trigtd
Evénement qui 4 tntraind la perte, sut les cbtes de la Réuniot, Q'un trénsport de 14
matihe de 8a Mujesté Britannique; mais 4 appris avee une grande satisfaction quil 'y 4
pas eu mort d’homme et que les autorités et la population de I'lle se sont montrées i 14
hautear des devoirs de fraternité et d’hospitalité qui leur incombaient, expiime, a ce
sujet, & Son lixcellence Mongieur I’Ambassadent de la Grande Bretagne, pour son
Uoutethement ¢t pour lui, ses sympathies fespectuenses.

PAst,
i 4 Fevrier 1807,

No. 8. ]
Pordigh Office to War Office.

. Foreign Officé, _

Sir, | _ 4th March 1897,
With teference to my letter of the 6th ultimo, I am directed by the Marquéss &f
Salisbwry to trinsmit to you the accompanying copies of two despatches from Het
Majesty’s Consal at Réunion, reporting fully on the circumstances attending the wiéck
;‘af :h'e hived transport  Warren Hastings,” near Saint Philippe, on the 14th of Januat}
ast. | -

Copies of Consul Bennett's despatches have also been communicated t& thé
Adwiralty and Board of Trade. ' '

| é.ni &e., o
F. H. VILLIERS.

(b y .02
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Enclosure 1 in No. 8.
'Hea‘-.l'vfajesty’s Consul, Réunion, to the Foreign Office.

Réunion, ‘
My Lord, ' fo 18th January 1897.
On the moming of the 14th instant I received, at about 10.30, e telegram signed
by Commander Holland, stating that the British transport “ Warren Hastings” had
been wrecked near Saint Philippe, that all on board were saved, and asking if there
were a steamer which could be hired to forward the soldiers on board and the crew to
Mauritius. ' _

A few moments later I received from the Governor a copy of a telegram to the
same effect, and adding that the “ Warren Haslings” was a little boat of 82 tons,
belonging, as I gathered from the Mercantile Navy List, to Greenock.

As Commander Holland had not stated the number of persons on beard, I did not
at once realize the gravity of the disaster, and was further misled by the information
sent to the Governor..

I, however, immediately telegraphed to the Master of the ¢ Lalpoora,” of the
British India Company, which most fortunately happened to be in the port, informing
him of the disaster, and asking for his aid. At the same time I telegraphed to
Commander Holland, saying I had done so, expressing my regret at his misfortune, -
suggesting means to forward the shipwrecked persons to Saint Pierre, and asking what
else I could do for him. :

The Master of the “Lalpoora,” in reply to my telegram, at once put his ship and
his services at the entire disposal of the Consulate, to convey troops and crew to
Mauritius, to assist in salvage, or to tow the “ Warren Hastings,” if possible,

It was only now, nearly two hours after the first news reached me, that I began to
learn, from outside sources, the gravity of the disaster, and that 1,300 persons, many of
whom were women and children, had been in most immirent peril of death, and were °
still, although miraculously saved, stranded, probably without food, drink, or lodging, or
the barest necessaries of life, and that I was in face of what might have been a most
awful calamity, , o

The fact that such a vast number of men, women and children had been rescued
without loss of life, at such a spot, led me, even ‘now, to believe that there was some
exaggeration, In spite of myself I could hardly credit it until the fact was forced upon
me ; and I was not alone in my doubts. Fortunately, however, all necessary steps were
already taken and no valuable time had been lost. ) _

In order to make this clearer to your Lordship, I must describe shortly the
character of the coast at Saint Philippe. '

The whole of the south-eastern portion of Réunion is a comparatively modern
formation caused by deposits of lava which from time to time have been ejected from .
the volcano; it is now specially active, and had been so for a fortnight before the wreck,
and the deposits are daily, in one quarter or another, being added to.

From - Sainte Rose to Saint Joseph the coast is formed of rugged cliffs 20 to
200 feet in height, sheer up-and down, of lava deposits. Upon them the sea breaks.
furiously dashing its spray over the crumbling rocks, which are edged with cruelly sharp
points; here and there there are little projecting promontories, nowhere a beach;
everywhere dark lava, cruel, cutting, forbidding. :

In the cenire of this desolate distriet is Saint Philippe, situated at the extreme
south-east corner of the i1sland. 1t is a small and poverty stricken village ; in the whole
district there are only 1,600 people, and it lies upon the main coast road 36 kilometres
from Saint Pierre and 49 from Saint Benoit, the two railway termini. The inbabit-
ants are mainly fishermen and labourers. There is not even an hotel or an inn in the
place ; the few passengers who arrive in the daily diligence are compelled to put up at the

»

police station, the priest’s house, or the gendarmerie, but of late even the gendarmes
have been withdrawn. . ' ~
On the whole rugged coast (there is a perfect picture of its ruggedness, and of a
little cove such as the wreck took place in, in a small book, entitled “ Crags and
Craters,” recently published by Messrs. Longman & Co.), there was only one spot
where there was any chance of saving life on a wrecked vessel, and a merciful
Providence guided the “ Warren Hastings” there. Had the wreck taken place 10 yards
_one side or the other of this spot for 2 distance of over 20 miles on either side, the
, vessel would have sunk in deep water, and the passengers and crew who escaped death
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from sharks would have met a hardly less cruel one by being dashed, bruised, and
bleeding upon sharp, pitiless, inaccessible lava cliffs. . o

The actual place where she struck was the small creek called the Port de Saint
Fhilippe, a spot, the only one where it is possible; used by the local fiShermen to launch
and bring to shore their little boats. It is probably the point where the prevailing
currents reach the land, and have in course of time worn out a small cove.

To return to my proceedings. |

I then telegraphed to Commander Holland that the “ Lalpoora” would go to
Saint Philippe or Saint Pierre -for the troops and crew, or that if he preferred it the
men could be sent by railway to the port from Saint Pierre.- o S ‘

The sea being rovgh at Saint Pierre, and embarking dangerous, the last course was
finally decided upon, and I made the necessary arrangements for special trains, &c.

Meanwhile, by the very first opportunity, I had sent to Saint Pierre, my Secretary,
Mr. Pro-Consul Piat, with instructions to: put himself in communication with Commander
Holland and Colonel Walker, and to do all possible to help in providing food, lodging,
transport to Saint Pierre, to alleviate misery, and to avoid want. | A

Mr. Piat has rendered the most admirable service, and deserves the highest praise.
If time permits I will enclose a copy of his report of proceedings, but he is at present at
Saint Philippe superintending the salvage operations, and has not yet had time to
draw it up. ' '

For myself I found it absolutely necessary to remain in Saint Denis for the time,
to keep in touch with the local authorities, organise transport, entrainment, and food
supplies, and to deal with the mass of telegrams constantly arriving from Saint Philippe,
Saint Pierre, the port, and other places, C ' -

The whole of these arrangements having been.carried through without a single
hitch is & proof, I trust, that I acted wisely in so doing. For what I was able: to do,
however, 1 can take but little credit to myself. The local authorities, from Ris
Excellency the Governor to the lowest official, were most kind and” obliging, my
slightest wish was gratified, and many of the most urgent wants of the shipwrecked
people were attended to by them before I was aware the wants existed. o

It was mainly owing fo the orders kindly given by the Governor to every official
in the vicinity to do all that was possible to aid the 1,300 unfortunate people that in
so short a time, less than three days, everybody was safely embarked on the ¢ Lalpoora ”
and sent away in moderate comfort. '

The women and children and sick, 200 in all, were sent on by carriage and cart
tbe same evening to Saint Pierre; 900 men marched thither on the morning of the
15th, and at 4 a.m, on the 17th the Jast man was on board of the ¢ Lalpoora,” and she
was ready to leave. ' '

On the morning of the 16th, finding that arrangements were sufficiently advanced
for me to leave Saint Denis, I proceeded to the port to see what more 1 could do to
make people, and especially women and children, a little more comfortable. I took
with me a large stock of boots, shoes, slippers, clothing, &e., in case it should be wanted,
and it was well I did so, for many persons, even Officers’ wives, had lost all, and the
children were in sad plight. The stock was soon exhausted and I had to telegraph for
more, especially slippers, as nearly all the men were barefooted, and their fect cut and
bleeding. I also ordered a large supply of bedding, and some tobacco for the men.

It was only then that I learnt details of the wreck, and of the many deeds of
kindness done by the villagers ; poor men and women giving their all to British soldiers,
and refusing payment; going hungry themselves, stripping themselves of garments, and
showing by many an act of more than ordinary charity their sympathy with distressed
English men and women. But, on this head, I shall have later to address a separate
despatch to your Lordship as scon as my information is complete.

At present, when all were so kind, rich and poor, to my countrymen, I have
thought it only right to temporarily acknowledge their kindness by the note I have had
inserted in the press. A copy is enclosed. T o '

The story of the wreck, the saving of the passengers and crew, the kinduess of the
people, the excellent conduct of the men under exceptionally trying circumstances, their
good behaviour and excellent temper and discipline in a foreign land, the pluck and self-
control of the women, and even of the children, all this forms a series of incidents
which no one can read without emotion. ,

I bave not yet received the written report of the Commander as to the stranding.
He was so over-wrought, and physically and mentally tired with the responsibility
tarown upon him, and the strain of this quitc unparalleled salvage, so speedily and
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Admirably effected; that I begged him to put off writing it until his arrival in Maaritius
so that the following account, although correct in the main, is vastly wanting in detail.

_ The vessel’s position was fixed at noon on the 13th, and the compass error verified
at, I believe, 3 ph. A course was set to clear the Cape at a distance of 7 miles, and it
was expected to sight the Jand, which is very high in the neighbourhood, and visible at a
great distance, at about 3 a.n. Shortly after 2 the vessel ran eshore, grounded for-
ward, and gave several tremendous bumps. It was pitch daik, so dark that the land could
not be seen although it was only & few feet distant, The vessel was aground also aft, but
the ptopeller was jammed ; still she forged ehead on the rocks, Watertight compert-
ments were at once closed, the hoats got ready for launching, the troops ordered on
deck, and at the word of command all fell in as calmly as if on patade. Two Officers of
the ship were sent over the bow on to the rock to see the hature of the land ; they were
supplied with biue lights; and at about 4 the landing began. A rope Jadder was
stretched from the bow and held below by two men on the rock. There was no noise,
no confusion; for 2 hours the men remained silent and motionless, not knowing but what
at any moment the ship might drop off the rocks ahd go down in deep water.

Meanwhile, the engineers away down in the dynamo room remained at work, and
kept the dyhamo going until they were forced to leave by the inrush of water, and then,
at the last mbment, steam was turned off to prevent an explosion. But, thanks to
their heroic efforts, the electric light lasted until half-an-hour before daybreak, and the
great danger of working in the dark was eliminated. The cabins were speedily flooded
4nd the vessel heeled rapidly. _

. Fishermen, attracted by the noise of the grinding of the vessel, ran to the shore,
In the darkness they saw a huge vessel lighted dimly but heard no sound, ve cry. The
only reply to their hail was a bugle call,

.t beihg now hedr daylight, and. no immediate dangetr being expected, Commander
Bolland, fearing the risk of landing women and children in the dark, commenced to
disembark the troops. Al proceeded quietly and erderly by word of command, when,
suddenly, the vessel heeled over to such an extent that one could fot stand on the deck.
Orders were then given to disembark women and children, the soldiers opened a lane end
passed them through, no tan murmuring, no man imoving from his post. Finally, all
were landed;.except two Indian servants who jumped and could het be saved.

Theré were many nairow escapes, niany deeds of heroism in eaving life, but in the
dim light it could hardly be seen who performed them, and the men will not come forward.
There were no scrious accidents, but feet cut and damaged by the sharp lava rocks were
painfully frequent. When the toll was called no one, man, woman, or child, was missing of
troops or crew except the two Indians above-mentioned.  All behaved splendidly and to
that is mainly due the fact that no European lives were lost.

- The conduct of the troops and crew ashore was simply admirable ; there has not
“been a word of complaint, but on tlre contrary, great praise of their conduct isto be heard
on evety side.’

The loss to the Indian Marine of such a fine vessel as the “ Warren Hastings ” is
very great, but if she had to go, her departure ¢ould hardly have taken place under circum-
stances which could bave brought out into clearer relief the courage and high qualities of
her Officers and crew, and the splendid discipline of the gallant soldiers on board.

Where all did so well it is hard to single out one for special praise, but  think that
I voice the sentiments of 1,300 people when I say that the eonduct of Commander
Holland, from the time the vessel struck to the moment when the last of the passengers
and crew being on board of the « Lalpoora,” his great work was successfully finished, was
beyond all praise ; calm, collected, and thoughtful for all but himself, he maintained the
best traditions of the Navy. I reserve for a future despatch some remarks as to the
probable cause of the disaster. : '

At 3 p.m. on the 17th the « Lalpoora ” sailed. As she got under way the crew of
the “ Warren Hastings ” manned the sbrouds, the regimental bands played the ship out
of harbour to the tune of the “ Marseillaise,” cheer after cheer broke frem the sol(?'re'rs,
who seemed as gay as if returning frpm foreign service, and were heartily echoed back
by the crowds which lined the shore, -

As soon as she was clear I despatched the enclosed telegram to the Governor,
thanking him for his great kindness, and ¥ subsequently called upon His Excellency and
various other officials to convey my personal thanks, and to assure them that they were
but the forerunner of thanks of which would be of far greater value than my own.

I h&ve, &c.,
C. W. BENNETT,
Her Maujesty’s Consul,
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Suh-Enélosure 1 in Enclosure 1 in No. 8.
Exiraet from the Petit Journal de Flsle de Ré_uniou,‘ ¥9th January 1887,

« Nous reeevons i Pinstant de M, Bennet, Qonsul de 8. M, B. 3 la Réuniqn, la com-
munication suivante :—

# ¢ Profondément tonché de la sympathie témoignée par la population tout enticre
.de 12 Réunion 2 ses compatriotes naufragés & St, Philippe, le Consul de 8. M. B. profite
de la voie de la presse pour adresser 4 tous ses bien sincéres remerciements peur tout ce
qu'ils ont fait, . T
. “*Le Consul p’a pas manqué de télégraphier 3 son gouyernement 3 ce gujet et en
attendant des instructions efficielles i cet éga:dg il n'hésite pas 2 dire gpe d'ici peu il aura
4 offrir 3 1a population des remerciements d'une plis grande valeur que les siens,”™

Telegram sent by Consul Bennett to the Governor of Réunion on 17th January 1897.

Naufragés partis tons bicn et dans d’escelleptes conditions. Jls garderopt souvenir
in¢branlable de Taccpeil sympathigue toyt le monde Jenr 8 fait.  J¢ voys remercie de
tout mon coeur de fout ece que vous avez fait pour mes pompairiotes, vous, vos
fonctionnaites et toutes les personnes que les naufragés ont rencontrées, |

Enclosure 2 in No. 8,
Her Majesty’s Consul, Réunion, to Foreign Office. |

‘ | Réunion,
My Lord, ' 24th January 1897,
~ In continuation of my despatch of the 18th instant, on the subject of the wreck
of the Indian transport ¢ Warren Hastings,” I now have the honour to transmit a copy of
a report of the disaster from Commander Holland,

I think it is perfectly clear from the enclosed reports that the contributory cause of
the wreck was an alteration in the usual direetion of the currents, and the main cause,
an abnormal deviation of the ship’s compasses due to the nnysnally violent and prolonged
eruption of the Réunion volcano, and an atmosphere heavily charged with magnetism.

I also have the honour to enclose a copy of a report of proceedings by my Segretary,
Monsieur Piat, whom I despatched at once to the scene of the wreck, and who has indeed
only left it to-day. I can hardly speak too highly of Monsieur Piat's services, which
have been, I leary, very much praised by Licut.-Colonel Forestier-Walker, in command of
the troops, and Commander Holland, : :

The vessel | am sorry to say is breaking np. The after part has broken off anpd
sunk in deep water, Salvage operations are proceeding in the forehold and elsewheye
when work is at a]l possible ; but since she struck the weather has been bad, and for the
lost four days there has been no paossibility of getting on board. A good deal of
baggage ang two_ cases of regimental plate have been saved, and several miscellaneoys
articles; but unless the weather moderates very soon ] fear she will soon be ynworkable
and pnsaleable. . _ |

I have conveyed my thanks to all the people specially pamed by Commander
Holland, both personally and through the Governor, as well as to Monsieur Ggorges
Miehel, who was especially usefyl in providing food and lodgivg at St. Pierre, afranging
means of transport, &c.; to Messicurs d¢ Kerveguen and Ruben de Couder, sugar
planters, who, although in full crop, kindly lent carts, horses and mules for tragsport ;
snd to the Manager of the Credit Foncicr Colonial, who gave houseroom and fond to
bundreds of men at Saint Philippe. Otker services have been mostly paid for, but io
the last-named gentlemen I can offer nothing but heartfelt thanks. o '

I have, &c.,
C. W. BENNETT, Cepsul.
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Sub«Enclosure 1 in Enclosure 2 in No. 8.

Extract from a Report by Commander Holland to Ier Majesty’s Consul, Réunion.

(Paragraphs 1 to 33 are identical with those in Enclosure 1 in No. 2)

Mauritius,
Sir, , 21st January 1897,
34, I beg, on behalf of all on board, that ycu will convey to them our grateful
appreciation of all they did for us during our stay amongst them. '

35. I have also to bring particularly to your nofice the exceeding great kindness
extended to us by Monsieur Coulon of Saint Philippe. This gentleman kept open
house while we stayed in the village. The ladies were lodged in his house and were
cared for by his family in the kindest mannér. Tt is difficult to express in words our
gratitude for all that was done for them by this gentleman and his family.

36. Also, I wish to bring to your notice the great kindness and assistance we
received from the following French officials :—

Monsieur le Maire de Saint Philippe. _
Monsieur le Capitaine Bertho, Capitaine de Port le Port. .
- Monsieur le Capitaine Jules Barre, Lieutenant de Port Saint Pierre,
Monsieur Alfred Chaton, Maréchal de Logis, Gendarmerie.

37. To each of these I beg you will convey our thanks for the kindness and
assistance so cheerfully given to us. '

_ 38. In conclusion, in seeking for the cause of the deplorable disaster which
befell us, I can only say that T attribute it to the strong northerly currents and thick
weather, .
I have, &e.,
G. E. HOLLAND,
Commander, R.1.M.

Sub-Enclosure 2 in Enclosure 2 in No. 8,

Rapport du Capitaine de Port & Monsieur le Directeur de IIntérieur, sur le Naufrage
du “ Warren Hastings.”
Port,
, ) 17 janvier 1897,

Le “ Warren Hastings” s’est mid & la cote le 14 janvier i deux heures et demie
du matin & Saint Philippe sur la Pointe des Sables Blancs, au lieu que les habitants du
pays appellent ¢ Le Port.”

Dans son malheur, ce malheureux navire a eu la chance de se mettre 3 la cote
précisément dans cet endroit. Toute la cote cn effet de Saint Joseph au Piton des
Cascades prés de Sainte Rose, est une céte abrupte, formée de laves trés dures, coupantes,
surplombant la mer de plusieurs métres. Au pied de ce rempart de laves la mer a une
grande profondeur, et il est probable que si le “ Warren Hagstings ” avait touché sur tout
antre point de cette cote, il aurait coulé immédiatement & pic, entrainant avec lui tout
son personnel et nous aurions eu a enregistrer sur nos cdtes, un sinistre épouvantable.

La Providence a voulu que le naufrage efit lien précisément dans une petite crigque
ou le sauvetage fut possible.

Cette petite crique large 4 peine de trente ou quarante métres, forme cependant un
contraste peu sensible avec le reste de la céte. La falaise formée comme ailleurs, par
.cette lave dure, pointue, coupante, va en s'abaissant par endroits et s'avance dans la mer
sur un fond peun élevé parsemé de roches presque 2 fleur d’ean. v '

Ce semblant de plage, cet embryon de crique s’avance 3 peine d’'une quarantaine da
meétres dans la mer. Clest par ce seul endroit que les pécheurs du pays peuvent accoster
avec leurs pirogues, et ‘encore faut-il que Ia mer soit belle, circonstdnce favorable tros
rare sur cette cote.
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C'est cette circonstance qu’a rencontrée le ““ Warren Hastings,” et je le répéte avec
eette chance providentielle d’avoir touché de I'avant juste dans eette place. ‘

- A dix métres, 4 droite. ou & gauche. le “ Warren Hastings,”, défoncé, coulait & pic-
- entrainant ses malheureux passagers et son équipage. - I o ‘

Le vapeur a touché 2 2} heures du matin, la pluie tombait i torrents, il faisait -
‘tellement obscur que du bord 'on n’apercevait point la terre distante de quelques métres
3 peine. ' : '
P Permettez moi, Monsieur le Directeur, de manifester ici toute mon- admiration de
cet admirable sauvetage. C’est grice au sang froid, & I'énergie du Commandant Holland,
c’est grace & l'impeccable discipline des troupes sous les ordres du. Colonel Walker, que
ce sauvetage a pu étre fait d’une facon si précise, si' surprenante, sauvant d’une mort
presque " certaine douze. cents personnes parmi lesquelles une vingtaine de femmes et
autant d’enfants, la caisse du régiment (75,000 francs) et les papiers du bord.’ '

De deux heures et demie, 3 quatre heures et demie, le navire est resté échoué, sans
qu'on pit essayer le sauvetage, la nuit était tellement obscure, que Yon ne voyait pas
la terre. - . . .

. 11 a fallu pendant tout ce temps une grande énergie de la part des chefs, une grande
confiance de la part des soldats et de I'équipage dans ces mémes chefs pour rester
impassible attendant le moment du sauvetage. Je ne puis que me répéter, ce sauvetage
fait honneur aux chefs qui ont dirigé. -

Quelques instants aprés l'échouage, me disait un habitant du pays, prévenu par un
bruit semblable 4 un coup de tonnerre, je me suis rendu sur la cote. J'aivu 3 la cOte un
magnifique vapeur avec tous ses feux allumés. A bord, pas un bruit, pas un cri, un
silence complet, _ o

J’ai erié, il m’a été répondu par un coup de clairon, et puis, plus rien : le sauvetage
se préparait froidement, lentement, en attendant le moment propice.

Malheurcusement deux domestiques du bord, pris de panique, se sonl jétés par
dessus le bord dés le premier moment et se sont noyés. 1ls ont été les senles victimes,

Le Commandant Holland, & son départ m’a prié d’exprimer toute sa reconnaissance
aux: autorités du pays, aux habitants du pays, & tous ceux aveo qui il s’est trouvé en

contact, pour l'aide. loyale, le concours excellent qu'il 2 recu ici. -
En partant du port, 'équipage du * Warren Hastings” grimpé dans les haunbans, les
goldats naufragés & bord du “ Lalpoora,” poussaient trois hourrahs, la musique jouait la.
- ¢ Marseillaise ” et le Commandant Holland se découvrant, s’écriait—

“ Vive la Réunion, nos remerciments.”

11 me reste Monsieur le Directeur, & rechercher quelles peuvent étre les causes de
I'échounage; ici je ne puis faire que des suppositions, mais qui doivent ne pas s'éloigner
de la vérité. D'aprés ce que me disaient le Commandant Holland et les officiers du
bord, la position du navire avait été parfaitement établie le 13, A trois heures de Paprés
midi et les compas avaient été vérifiés & cinq heures du soir.

.La route avait été donnée au N.N.E, pour passer i trois heures du matin 3 douze
milles de la Pointe de la Table. Deux causes ont pu amener le sinistre— '

1. Les courants.

Il est admis, en effet, que les courants généralement portent dans la direction du
vent, et leur force dépend de la force du vent. Cependant il arrive parfois, pour des
causes indeterminées, que les courants portent contre le vent.

A la pointe sud est de I'Ile, les courants se divisent en deux branches; l'une vers Ia
Yointe de I'Angevin port & ouest, Pautre port-au nord ouest A partir de cette méme
Pointe de Langevin, Clest ce deuxidme courant que devait éprouver le “ Warren
Hastings.” Ce courant devait I'éloigner de la cote. Je parle des courants i I'époque des
grandes brises du S.E. d’avril 4 octobre. I '

Dans la saison dhivernage, généralement dans le S.E. de I'lle, les courants portent au
S.E.,, ce qui devait, si la chose edt existé, porter le ¢ Warren Hastings ” dans le S.E.
de sa course et I'éloigner par conséquent de la cote. Tout devait donc faire croire an
Corrn:anaant Holland, que sa route était boune, d’autant plus que le temps était calme,
et yavoue qud sa place, avec mon expérience de la navigation dans ces parages je
n'aurais pag hésité A croire & des courants portant au S,BE. La fatalité peut-éire a voulu
le contraire. Depuis un mois en effet, j’ai remarqué au Port de la Pointe avec le temps

* anormal que nous avons, un changement complet dans la direction des courants. La
~réme remarque g 'été faite par le Lieutenant Barre 2 Saint Pierre. '

(200)
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Ajinsi au Port, les courants qui portent 29 jours sur 30, au nord, depuis un-mois
. portent violemment au sud. Ce sont des phénoménes que-je n'avais pas remarqués
jusquici. Or, comme il existe une corrélation entre les courants autour de I'Ile, j'admets
aisément que les courants au lieu de porters at S.E. 4 1a pointe sud est de I'lle, ont du
porter 3 T'ouest, ce qui a causé la perte du “ Warren Hastings.”

2. La deuxidme cause de ce sinistre peut &tre encore attribuée & la déviation de ses
€ompas.

Er effet, il peut &tre fort bien admis que noire volecan en éruption depuis trois

- semaines, jetant dans l'air des poussiéres dans lesquelles on trouve tant de traces de fer,

a pu agir sur l'siguille aimantée des compas, déviation qui n'a pu se faire que dans le

voiginage de-la terre, et qui n’a pu étre corrigée & cause de Y'absence d’observations par
le temps pluvieux et couvert de la nuit du nanfrage.

BERTHO, le Capitaine de Port, )
‘ Chef du Service des Ports et Rades.

Sub-Enclosure 3 in Enclosure 2 in No. 8.

‘Rapport de Monsieur le Licutenant de Port Barre sur le naufrage du “ Warren Hastings”
& Saint Philippe (Ile de la Réunion), le 14th janvier 1897.

Monsieur le Capitaine de Port, _

J’ai ’honneur de vous envoyer mon rapport sur le naufrage du navire de la Marine
Indienne le “ Warren Hastings,” qui a eu lieu & la Pointe de Saint Philippe le
14 jarvier 4 2 h. 20 du maiin.

Le 14 janvier vers 7 h. du matin, j’étais informé indirectement par la Gendarmerie
de Saint Pierre, quun navire anglais ayant des froupes A bord était i la cOte & Saint
Philippe, je vous l'ai télégraphié aussitdt, vons demandani des instractions. Je vous ai
télégraphié de noaveaun 2 11 h,, mais & 11 h. 30, ne recevant aucune réponse et devant la
confusion qui régnait au télégraphe par suite de ]’ encombrement du fil, je suis part1
pour me rendre sur les lieux du naufrage. J’ai cru devoir prendre sur moi d’emmener le
pilote, parceque je sais qu'd Saint Philippe, il n'y a pas de ressources en marins, et que
Je jugeais sa présence nécessaire, mais me réservant de le renvoyer a Saint Pierre pour
assurer le service dés que cela serait possible. _

" Dés mon arrivée 4 Saint Philippe, je me suis abouché avecle Maire ctle Commandan
Holland du navire nanfragé pour avoir des renseignements. :
- Nous avons examiné la situation du batiment. ,

Le. navire “ Warren Hastings” appartient & la Marine Indienne, il est du port de
4,000 tonnes de régistre. Je I'ai trouvé échoué dans une crique rocheuse, formant un
petit bassin appelé dans le pays, port de Saint Philippe, couché sur le flanc tribord et
appuié sur une roche allongée qu’on appelle également la jetée de Saint Philippe.

- Le navire était ouvert prés de la quille depuis I'avant jusqu’a sous les machines,
Parriére flottait, mais le navire était envahi par l'eau; les cloisons étanches avaient tenn,
mais les compartiments successivement ouverts par les roches étaient pleins d’eau.

Dans la situation ol je Tai trouvé le navire ne pouvait étre sauvé.

Je me suis livré A une enquéte officieuse pour connaitre les causes du naufrage, et
voici les renseignements que le Commandans Holland m’a donnés.

Je cite textuellement :

“Le 13 janvier j'avais eu la latifude 3 midi et la longitude 2 8 heures du soir,
jétais donc sir de ma route. D’aprés les livres donnant des instructions sur les
atterrissages de Bourbon, je savais que les courants portaient i l'ouest. J’ai done tracé
et donné la route pour passer 4 7 milles de la Pointe de Saint Philippe ol je devais me
trouver par le travers & 3 heures du matin. @~

- % Pendant la nuit le temps s’est couvert, une pluie abondante s’est mise i tomber,
masquant la vue. | . .

' % Jétais sur la passerelle avec le Second Lientenant Walker et le Troisiéme Lieatenant
Windham, Avec pos jumelles nous regardions de tous cHtés sans rien voir, la mer était
belle, lorsque & 2 heures 20 le navire a touché. .

“J'ai cherché aussitdt & me rendre compte de la situation. Nous avons sozd
Aonmédiatement, ' -
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« Le navire tonchait devant et 3 tribord devant; de tribord devant 3 Parridre, le fond
diminuait de 3, 8, 9, 8 brasses. A babord le fond était de 5, 7, 8, et 4 babord arriére
de 3 brasses 3. ‘Sous le navire - 11 devait y avoir d’autres roches que je mai pas pu
reconnaitre,

“Voyant que la sitnation du navire était dangereuse, que sur Yarriere et & ba.bord la -
profondeur de I'eau augmentait rapidement vers les grands fonds,_]a,l fait machine en
avant i toute vitesse, pour fixer le navire, l'empécher de reculer, de glisser dans les
~grands fonds et d’entrainer de nombreuses victimes.

“Deux officiers avec des lampes. ont reconnu la partie avant et tribord avant A
. Pextérieur, nous avons vu la présence de roches sur lesquelles la mer ne brisait pas et qui
-pouvaient servir de _passage pour gagner la terre.

“ A 4 heures, jai fait commencerle débarquement du personnel en commengant par .
les troupes, conservant sur le pont les femmes, les enfants, et les malades, pensant
. pouvoir les y garder jusquau. jour sans danger. A 4 heures 15, le navire commenga &
- g'incliner -sur tribord, et croyant. quil. allait -sombrer, jai donné Fordre 'd'arréter le
. débarquement des ‘troupes, et de procéder immédiatement au sauvetage des femmes,
enfants, et malades. Nous avons continué ensuite le débarquement des hommes de
. troupes, et de I'’équipage ensuite; 3 5 heures 30, tout Ie monde était A terre.

. “En m’apercevant que le navire ne gllssalt plus, jai fait sauver le plus possible, les
papiers, les livres de calculs, les valeurs environ 75,000 franes, et quelques petits bagages.
. On a fait Pappel du personne] et on a reconnu que sur un effective total de 1,232 persunnes
- exactement, il ne manquait que. dem Indiens, un cuisinier et un maitre d’hotel qui ont
sauté 3 la mer ne sachant pas nager.”

D’aprds les renseignements que j’ai pu -avoir de divers eotés, le débarquement a été
fait avec un ordre absolu. -

Le Commandant Holland trés-estimé de ses officiers et des officiers de troupes
passagéres, a ¢té remarquable de sang froid et de valeur. 11 est extrémement
-remar quable que dans un accident semblable avee une parellle agglpmération ‘de
. passagers et sous une pluie torrentielle, pendant la nuii, il 0’y ait pas ew de panique et
qu'on n’ait & déplorer que la perte de deux personnes. :

.. Le débarquement commencé 3 4 heures était terminé 3 5 heul es 30, ' .

Le Commandant déclare avoir tracé sa route pour passer a 7 millés de la Pointe de
Saint Philippe ct qu'il a fait cote & 2 heures 20. Il a donc été, depuis le mement de -
Tobservation, la veille 4 -3 heures du soir, c’est-a-dire en 11 heures 20 drossé¢ de 12
milles environ dans le N.N.E. soit un peu plus d’un mille 3 'heure. Cette déviation &
gauche ou dans le NNN.E. peut étre imputée, selon moi: (1.) aux courants qui depuis
plus d'un mois régnent sur la cOte sud de l'Ile d'une facon anormale et irrégulidre
punisque les instructions que possédait le Commandant lui annongaient la direction des -
courants au S.0. tandis que effectivement ils allaient dans le N.N.E. (2.) J’aila convietion
intime que ce navire en acier en s'approchant de la cOte a dit éprouver une déviation de
Ses compas, méme compensés, due au: voisinage de la cOte .et du volcan actuellement en
éruption depms quelques jours, circonstances que le Commandant ignorait.

Vous n'ignorez pas que lorsqu’on passe prés de quelques pomts de la céte de I'lle,
notamment & PEtang Sale, les compas éprouvent une déviation de 29; le fait est
parfaltement connu des marins, - 1l est permis de supposer que les compas "du “ Warren
Hastings ” ont subi une influence magnétique analogue, aux approches de Saint Philippe.

Les causes du naufrage sont donc explicables. - Ce naufrage n’est pas le premier qui
- ait-eu lieu & Saint Phlllppe :déja il y & quelques années on a eu & déplorer la perte d'un

» navire & voiles américain.

Aussi, je saisis cette occasion pour faire remarquer combien serait utile la-présence
~d'un phare d'une portée éclairante-de § A 10 milles sur -ce point de la clte, qui sert
-d'atterrissage aux navires allant du Cap dans I'Inde et 2 Maurice,

‘T.e Oommaudant et le Colonel Walker ont été trés touchés de Faceuneil que les
~habitants de Seint Philippe: avaient fait 2 leus personnel et qu’ 'ils étaient heureux de leur
+ témoigner leur reconnaissance, particuliérement i Monsieur Coulon, commergant.’ qm ‘a

héberwé les femmes et les enfants sans vouloir accepter aucune rétribution.

“Je suis revenu 3 Saint Pierre le 15 au matin avec le pilote, notre présence n’était
pas nécessaire & Saint Philippe. Jai amené i Saint Pierre le Commandant Holland et
_le Colonel Walker. :

BARRE, le Lieutenant de Port.
SAINTE PiEmgg, ' '
. le 16 janvier 1897.

(209) . . D2 ‘
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Sub-Enclosure 4 in Enclosure 2 in No.8.

Monsieur Bertho, Capz'faine de Port, Chef du Service des Ports et Rades, @ Monsieur le
Directeur de I'Intérieur.

Port,
Monsieur le Directeur, | le 27 janvier 1897.

~ Dans mon rapport en date du 17 janvier, je vous ai exposé mon opinion sur les causes
qui ont amené le naufrage du “ Warren Hastings.”

Ces causes, d’aprés moi, ne pouvaient étre attribuées qu'a des courants ayant porté
anormalement 2 l'ouest (quoique dans cette saison dans le S.E. de I'lle ils doivent porter
an S.E.), ou bien encore a une déviation de ses compas de route, par le fait du volcan en
éruption, ‘ '

g Mes informations aujourd’hui me permettent de déclarer que ma conviction profonde
est que malgré les courants 8.K., qu'a dd rencontrer le “ Warren Hastings,” il a éprouvé
daps Paiguille aimantée une forte déviation qui 'a porté vers la gauche et a occasionné le
naufrage, : .

V%ici sur quoi repose cette conviction. Revenu & la Pointe le 17, je recherchai le
capitaine au long cours Hér, commandant la goélette ¢ Espérance” arrivée le 13 courant,
au port de la Pointe venant de Fort Dauphin je lui éerivis, n’ayant pu le rencontrer.

Cette gotlette avait dd se trouver dans le voisinage du volean deux jours avant le
naufrage du “ Warren Hastings,” et il me paraissait intéressant de savoir quelles élaient
les observations qu’avaient pu faire le Capitaine Heér, et si ces observations pouvaient

donner raison & mes hypotheses. ]
La réponse du Capitaine Heér que je joins 2 ce rapport ne me laisse aucun doute A cet
égard.

Je joins la lettre du Capitaine Hér 3 ce rapport dans le cas ot Monsieur le Consul de
Sa Majesté Britannique prévenu par moi, ne vous en demande communication.

Il résulte donc pour moi que le “ Warren Hastings ” a pu rencontrer des courants
partant 3 I'est, comme je l'avais prévu, mais cependant malgré ces courants, il a éprouvé
une forte déviation dans l’aiguille aimantée, déviation qui la porté vers la gauche, et quia
pu étre plus forte que celle de “I'Espérance ” quoique une déviation de 15° fui suffisante
pour le jeter i la cote. '

BERTHO, le Capitaine de Port,
Chef du Service des Ports et Rades.

Sub-Enclosure 5 in Enclosure 2 in No. 8.

Monsieur Hér, Capitaine de la Goélette ““ Espérance,” @ Monsieur le Capitaine de Port
@ la Pointe des Galets.
. Port,

Capitaine, ’ le 20 janvier 1897.

~ En réponse 2 votre lettre de ce jour, me demandant quelques renseignements sur
mon atterrissage'd la Réunion, j'ai 'honneur de vous faire savoir, que j'ai atterré le
8 janvier 1897, dans la partie est de I'lle vers 6 heures du soir, venant de Port
Dauphin (Madagascar). Je n’ai vu la terre qu'a une trés faible distance ; pendant trois
jours j’ai eu des petits temps, et j'ai rencontré pendant tout ce temps un courant assez
violent portant dans 'E.S.E. '

Quant 3 la déviation de mes compas j'ai en effet remarqué en relevant la Pointe
des Cascades en direction avec la Pointe de la Table, étant 3 7 milles de distance, que
la variation nord-ouest ordinairement de 15°3 mes compas, était beaueoup plus fort
d’environ 15° nord-ouest, déviation produite sans doute par la terre; donc en relevant
les deux points I'un par I'autre, le relévement an compas donnait le 8. 40°0 an lieu de
- 8. 25°0, comme cela aurait dil étre sans déviation.

r
Veuillez agréer, &ec.,
HER, :
le Capitaine de la Goélette “ Espérance.”
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Sub-Enclosure 6.in Enclosure 2 in No. 8.

Pro-Consul Piat to Her Majesty’s Consul, Réunson,

: " Réunion, ,
- Sir, . , January 1897.
" According to your instructions ‘I proceeded to Saint Pierre by the first train on
the 14th instant, and, on my arrival there at 8 p.m., at once put myself in communica-
tion with Commander Holland, who was still at Saint Philippe, telegraphing to him
that I had arrived, and to let me know what I could do to help him. His answer soon
came back that T was to wait for him at Saint Pierre, as Colonel Walker and himself
were proceeding thither to prepare the despatch of the troops and crew of the *“ Warren
Hastings ” to the port,lvid Saint Pierre. ' o

Pending his arrival I set about finding lodgings for the men. I called, o this
effect, on the Mayor and Monsieur Gaillot, Directeur des Marines de Saint Pierre.
This latter official very kindly put at the disposal of Commander Holland some large
warehouses, where all the troops could easily be boused.

At 2 a.m. the next morning Commander Holland and Colonel -Walker arrived.
They at once took the necessary steps to ensure the comfort of the men under their
charge, and everything that was possible was done by them to alleviate their sufferings
and to make the lot of all as comfortable as it could be under the circumstances.
Plenty of food was provided, also coffee, tobacco, &c., and when a first batch of
some 300 men arrived from Saint Philippe, at 3 p.m. that same day, everything was ready
for them. From that time till the next day, 4 p.m., troops kept constantly coming in,
and always did they find everything ready in the way of food and accommodation.
All the carts and carriages available had been hired and sent down to Saint Philippe
to convey to Saint Pierre the women, children, and sick, and also those men who, being
barefooted, could not walk. o

"It was a sorrowful spectacle indeed, to see those poor men, exbausted by a long
walk, with only a few rags on their back to protect them from the scorching rays of the

sun, with cut, bleeding, and, in many instances, swollen feet, march into Saint Pierre.

Yet, notwithstanding these great hardships, the behaviour of the troops and crew
~ was beyond all praise. They kept throughout a cheerful countenance, making light of
their sufferings, laughing, joking and singing as if nothing very extraordinary had befallen
them. Their conduct and discipline was simply admirable. Not one man, I am sure, out
of this large total of over 1,200, uttered a single word of complaint.

Three special trains conveyed them to the port where the British Indian steamer
“ Lalpoora” was in waiting for them. On every occasion when a train left the men
cheered the crowd that had gathered in the vicinity of the railway station to see them off,
and with hurrahs, and shouts of * Vive la Réunion,” « Vive la France,” the train steamed
slowly away, the public in the meantime, worked up to the highest pitch of enthusiasm,
clapping their hands, raising their hats, and vociferously cheering back the departing
troops. It was really a never-to-be-forgotten sight which one could not witness without
emotion.

The inhabitants were greatly impressed at such an unusual display of discipline,
‘good temper, and pluck under such circumstances, and many a flattering remark was
passed concerning the power of endurance of the troops.

At 11 pm,, on the 16th, a special train conveyed the remaining batch of men
{some 400) to the port, and Commander Holland, his work being accomplished, accom-
panied them. Colonel Walker had left by the second train at mid-day to take command
of the troops already at the port. : \

I could not say too much of the conduct of Commander Holland and Colonel
Walker in this sad instance, It was through their devoted attention and untiring efforts .
that the hard lot of the troops and crew was made bearable. They thought of cvery-
- thing and everyone, except of themselves; and it was entirely due to their combined
efforts that 1,200 men were in the remarkably short space of two days marched from
Saint Philippe to Sdint Pierre and the port. ) _

The officials and the inhabitants did all in their power to help us, and many were
the deeds of generosity performed by them. , ‘ --

I would call to your special notice the case of several large sugar planters, who
volunteered their carts and mules to drive back from Saint Philippe to Saint Pierre
those men who had no boots and could not walk. They were Monsieur de Kerveguen,
Monsieur. Ruben de Couder, and Mousieuy Jean Baptiste de Villéle. ‘
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Monsieur Georges Michel rendered invaluable services, He did all the catering
and bought all the provisions necessary for the maintenance of the troops during their
stay at Saint Pierre.

I cannot pass unnoticed the great kindness shown by Monsieur Gaillot, Directeur
des Marines de Saint Pierre. Not only did this gentleman put himself to great trouble
in getting ready the warehouses which sheltered the trcops and crew, but he gave the
men tobacco and wine which he paid for himself.

 Lastly, I shall give you the name of Monsieur Balvan, manager of the hotel at
"‘S8aint Pierre, who did his very best for the comfort of the ladies and Officers who stayed
*at‘the hotel. His bill was extremely moderate, and T feel certain that if he did.not
‘actually lose by it, the sta.y of such a large numbm of people at his establishment did
hot profit him in the least.

In a further report 1 sha]l give you an account of my proceedings at Saint Philippe
whilst helping Lieutenant St. Jobn, R.IM., in the salvave operations which are still
gomg on. ‘

I have, &e.,
JOHN T. PIAT.

N 0.9
Foreign Office to Admiraity and Board of Trade.

) - ' ' Foreign Office,
Sir, 4th March 1897,

I am directed by the Ma.rquess of Salisbury to transmit to you the accompanying
- copies of despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, reporting fully on the
“circumstances attending the wreck of the hired transport “ Warren Hastings” near
Saint Philippe, on the 14th of January.

On receipt of Mr. Bennett’s telegram of 16th January, Her Majesty’s Ambassador
,was instructed to express to the French Government the high sense entertained by Her
"Majesty’s Government of the kindness shown by the authorities of the Island of Réunion,
“and the sympathy manifested by the civil population on the occasion of the disaster, and
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to consider

the Board of Trade
what acknowledgment, beyond the message already conveyed to the French Government,
should be offered for the ready and generous assistance glven by the authorities and
-the civil inhabitants of the Colony.

T am to request that you will move

Iam, &‘c.,
F. H. YILLIERS. -




With the, Compliments of the Anglo-Hellenic League.

-TURKISH ATROCITIES IN-ASIA-MINOR:

A TALE OF HORROR.

Mr. Chamberlain’s Statement.
\C. ) ‘ . - .

w

Reprinted from “Hansard,” May 15, 1,92..?:



Mr. T. P. O'CoNNOR asked the Lord Privy Seal
whether, on receipt of the confirmation of the statement
that the Turks in Asia Minor had murdered 10,000 Greeks,
followed by the seizure of their widows and daughters for
transfer to Turkish Harems and the starvation to death
of their children, any representation was sent to the
Kemalist authorities or those of Constantineple pointing out
the inetitable effect such atrocities must have on the coming
decisions of the Powers with regard to the future relations of
Turkey and Greece, and especially with regard to the demand
of the Kemalists for the evacuation of Asia Minor by the
Greek troops ; and whether, if such a remonstrance has not
been already issued to the Turkish authorities, one Wl" be
immediately despatched ?

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: Confirmation has been received of
the statements contained in the recent report by Major Yoweli,
to which I presume the hon. Member refers. With the per-
mission of the House I will read out two telegrams from His
Majesty's High Commissioner at Constantinople on the
subject, dated the roth instant:

(1) “I have interviewed at great length Dr. Ward of
Near Eastern Relief Commission, whohad just arrived from
Kharput which he left 15th March. He corroborates state-
ments as to treatment of minorities contained in telegram
from Constantinople published in ¢ Times’ of 5th May.

*The Turks appear to be working on a deliberate plan
to get rid of minorities. Their method has been to collect
at Amasia, Ottoman Greeks from region between Samsoun
and Trebizond. These Greeks are marched from Amasia
%wia Tokat and Sivas as far as Ceasarea, and then back
again until they are eventually sent tbrough Kharput to the
east. In this manner a large number of deportees die on
the road from hardship and exposure. The Turks can say
thatthey didnot actuallykill these refugees, but a comparison
may be instituted with the way in which the Turks formerly
got rid of dogs at Constantinople by landing them on an
1sIand where they died of hunger and thirst.

“Large numbers of deportees who were being sent to

E and Bitlis passed through Kharput between June and

ember last year. Now that spring has come these
deportattons bave begun again. Once these gangs have
passed Diarbekir, which is the last American relief station,
Americans lose all track of them, but Dr. Ward has little

,dodbt that many deportees die in the mountains east of.

that place. Turks, in preference, choose winter weather
for driving these deportees into mountains., American Near
Eastern Relief was not allowed to shelter children whose
parents had died on the road. These children were driven
forward with other deportees. Dr. Ward, himself, last year, in
December, counted 150 bodies on the road between Kharput
and Malatia. A fellow worker saw and counted 1,500
bodies on the road te Kharput, 2,000 deportees died on
the road east of that place. Two-thirds of Greek deportees
are women and children. At present fresh deportation
outrages are starting in all parts of Asia Minor from
northern sea ports to south eastern district.

“ Turkish official at head educational department at
Kharput told Dr. Ward, as an illustration of Turkish
inefficiency, that in 1915 Turks had not made a clean job
of massacres. He said that next time Turks would take
care to do their work thoroughly.

“Dr. Ward endorsed Signor Tuozzi’s statement of
January last, that deliberate policy of Turks is to
exterminate minorities.

** He considers that they are accelerating their activities
in this respect before peace settlement, and he stated that
if action s not taken soon problem will be solved by
disappearance of minorities.

“1 am confirmed in my belief that the Turkish protests
now being received in regard to alleged Greek excesses
are designed to divert attention from Turkish atrocities.

“ Another American of high character and standing, who
came with Dr, Ward, states that Dr. Gibbons, formerly a
professor at Robert College, who has just been visiting
Greek front, and went into Turkish lines, reports that Greeks
have behaved well in Afion Khara-Hissar-Aidin sectors;
also that Mussulman population seem quite content with
Greek rule in these districts.”

The second telegram is as follows :

(2) “Further reliable information raceived from American
relief workers, dated 25th April, shows the whole Greek
male populatlon from the age of 15 upwards of Trebizond
area and its hinterland is being deported apparently to
labour battalions at Erzeroum, Kara and Sari Kamish.

“ Since armistice proposal there has been marked

recrudescence of these deportations, which are carried out
in conditons of terrible hardshlp and now embrace bank
employés and others whose p-mon had hitherto exempted

“ There are numbers of Christian women and children
in deplorable straits in Trebizond who have been driven
out of their villages.

“I have also received other reports dating back to Sep-
tember, 1921, of deportations of Armepians from Zeitum.”

The Turks bave repeatedly been warned that these
atrocities, which have now been going on almost continuously
for over seven years, would adversely affect Allied public
opinion and Allied policy, and, as the hon. and gallant
Member for Wandsworth Central (Sir }J. Norton-Griffiths)
was informed on the 4th instant, repeated protests had been
addressed to thém. These warnings and protests bave, how-
ever, been entirely withour effect,

His Majesty's Government, who have in the proposed
terms of peace assumed a serious responsibility for future
protection of these minorities, cannot allow such reports to
remain uninvestigated, or such incidents to continue uh-
checked. They have, therefore, proposed to the French,
Italian and American Governments a line of common action,
which I can explain in no better way than by reading out the
following instructions which have been telegraphed on Friday
last to His Majesty's High Commissioner at Constantinople :

* Information reported by you as received in main from
American relief workers reveals such an appalling tale of
barbarity and cruelty, now being practised by Angora
Turks as part of & systematic policy of extermination of
Christian minorities in Asia Minor, that His Majesty's
Government, who bave in proposed terms of peace
assumed a serious responsibility for future protection of
these minorities, cannot allow such reports to remain un-
investigated or such incidents to continue unchecked. I
am informing French, Italian and American Ambassadors
of our opinion, with a view to securing their co-operation
in action which I now propose, and I am requesting them
to ask their Governments to send instructions to their High
Commissioners at Constantinople to act in cpncert with
you. My proposal is"'—

This, of course, is a telegram from the Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs—

“that each of the four Powers should at once depute a
carefully-selected officer to proceed to Trebizond, or what-
ever Black Sea Port may be most suitable for the purpose,
with a view to proceeding to such places in the interior as
may best enable them to conduct the necessary investiga-
tion. Permission of Angora authorities will have to be
sought and facilities demanded. [t will be difficult for
them te refuse these, since it is their contention either
that the deportations and massacres have not taken place,
or that they have been provoked by conduct of the Greek
and other minorities concerned. Should permission
nevertheless be refused, His Majesty’s Government will -
have to reconsider their entire attitude towardsepe
proposals, which obviously could not be pursued

any chance of success in such conditions as I
described. 1t is inconceivable that Europe should a

to band back to Turkish rule, without the most strin
guarantees, communities who would be liable to be treai

in the manner described by competent American witness
whose reports, moreover, are confirmed by independent -
information in our possession.”

We thought that the House ought to have these telegrams
in their possession at the earliest possible moment, and [
think they will feel that in spite of their length I have
done right to read them.

Mr. O'ConNOR: May I ask if the report, which
appeared in the morning papers, that consultations have
already taken place between the Foreign Office and the
American representatives in this country, is correct? The
report comes from an American citizen engaged in
philanthropic ,work trying to prevent these horrible
massacres.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN : I think the Foreign Secretary, in
the telegram I have read out, said that he was going to
communicate at once with the representatives of France
and America in this country, and, though he has not been
able to communicate personally, I have ne doubt that his
instructions have been acted upon.

Mr. MiLLS: Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that
probably the initiative in America is taleén as the result
of a determination of the Secretiry for Agriculture in New
York State to spread broadcast the photographs that he
himself showed me of thousands of bodies which were

‘uncovered by the melting of the snow during their tour ?

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN* | am not personally aware of the
initiative having come from the United States Government,

them. : but [ hope that they will join with us.
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The following extracts are from the letters of a well-known
and thoroughly responsible American citizen, who has been
active in the Red Cross and other philanthropic work, and
until recently in Anatolia. The letters were writtén during
the antumn of 1921. They are a cry from the heart.

After two days in the harbour of we were permitted
to Jand on , and began our never-to-be-forgotten journey
to the interior. We spent the first night at yand heard
from the hercic personnel there the tragedies they had lived
through just a few days before. Later we learned that the
same horrors had been perpetrated in village after village.
The next day for 118 or more miles we passed one unbroken
stream of humanity—squads of recruits or prisoners, caravans
of guns, ammunition, or food supplies, but for the most part
refugees or deportees—poor, suffering, ragged women, old
men and little children, and countless babes in arms,
crawling and straggling across the blistering plains and on
and up and over endless mountain ranges and down again
to miles and more miles of desert plains. It is all the
same story, a repetition of the worst conditions in 1916,
except that to-day it is the Greek race that is suffering as
a whole, though in some sections both are being absolutely
wiped out.

Time can never erase from my memory the things I saw
with my own eyes that day. I yearned that by some miracle
I might cry from the housetops to every heart in the world
in which there is one iota of love and sympathy the plight
of these tortured and dying races. Surely America has not
been told ! America cannot know ; for every sacrifice of time
and money and life itself {and even politics) would be freely
given. Could I but tell this story of one day to the
civilised world there would be no lack of funds or workers.

\\‘ . . Proud and honoured, I feel sure, we all are to have
\-\rt inssuch a cause, and fully do we realise our solemn
ﬁsihilities and sacred trust. To this work we can do

else but consecrate our lives, and those at home
Id up our hand. You must realise that we here
h know the actual conditions, which may and do
overnight. To be compelled placidly to close our
‘0 conditions as they exist at present would be never
to ‘close wuem in slecp. If our hands are to be tied for
the want of absolutely necessary funds and moral backing,
it will result in a useless waste of American lives and
American money, and without doubt the practical extermina-
tion of two splendid races If we are to sit still and see
people wiped out like dumb driven cattle, and if the policy
of treating supposedly trusted Americans like spies must
continue, robbing them of every vestige of self-respect—
please accept my resignation and permit me to return
home, where I may cry out the truth and can also
accomplish something in the raising of funds for this need,
which is far greater than the American public can now
possibly imagine.

TURKISH CALLOUSNESS.

The heartbreaking thing is that, with our hands tied,
the big part of our work has been left undone, ——was
strictly forbidden to help any Greek people, and while we
have done a little surreptitiously I have not yet obtained
petmission officially. Three days ago 1 begged to be
allowed to open a Greek orphanage and to care for the
sick and starving exiled Greek women here—but not even
a reply. Nor are we allowed to visit the exiles’ camp,
where the deportees spend & night as they pass through
here on their journey of torture and death to places
hundreds of miles away.

" camps at our expense

We could do nothing for the countless hundreds who
have passed through here day after day on their never-ending
journey. A few sick and dying have been sent to the Greek
priest, who is penniless and in rags himself. Several hundred
Armenians have been permitted to stay in two refugees’
We have had to open a second
apprentice boys’ home, and enlarge the old home. In every
department the work is going well, but under the present
attitude of the Government we can go no further. The
demands of the military, which we could not safely refuse,
except in few instances, are still unceasing. To save our -
shops and industries we have had to make hundreds of coats
for the army and fill orders for articles of all kinds. Our
mill has been taken, without request, for twenty-five days to
grind wheat for the army. The Army Medical Department
has taken our monastery, and in many other ways we have
had to forget the idea of neutrality. Qur income and other
taxes will total £ T 5,000-6,000 for the year. Every vile and
unspeakable crime and every cruelty ever perpetrated before
are being repeated these days. I have seen enough with
my own eyes, and have absolute proof of the others. All
of our relations with the Government have been most
friendly, but, as in most places, have been kept so only
by a close proximity to bribery, deceit, and falsehood,
which would, I suppose, all come under the gentle guise .
of diplomacy.

——, they tell me claimed it was not sin to “lie in
Turkish.” Officials here have already gloated over the
fact that Christianity and the missiénaries have been
abolished in Turkey. They have admitted to me that
Americans are treated virtually like prisoners rather than
friends, because the Government is still doubtful as to
their being worthy of confidence . .

No work could be more glorious, even the regular
work with its doubtful future, but I cannot conceive how
any freeborn American can be content, when we see the
systematic extermination of two splendid peoples before our
eyes, and when our protests are of no avail, and especially
when we realise that we are prevented from doing go per -
cent. of the work we came to do. .

« +« . Only those hardened to murder and rapine and
every crime in the category of sin can look placidly on
and be satisfied to do only the little the Government deigns
to permit us to do. Those who are without a religious zeal
for this blind faith would go mad. Those relief workers
have seen a great vision, and came expecting a great
deal, willing to give to the uttermost and suffer every sort
of hardship in a great cause—and they have found
splendidly established institutions to which their time and
talents must be given, but only too soon to realise that,
while they are doing their little, the multitude— two nations
as a whole—are being wiped out. I have no criticism of
any of the staff. All have rendered nable service under
trying conditions. .

I really feel that [ could do more for this
great cause in three months at home than three years here.
If T could only cry out my story to Christian America, I
feel sure the appeal would not be in vain. If the civilised
world cannot soon be awakened and politics and greed
thrust aside, it will be too late; I know the outside world
cannot realise the almost unbelievable condition of affairs
that now exists.

. I am not seeking to shirk my duty, but cannot be
content to play the puppet and subscribe to the policy of
compromising with these diabolical Turks, while countless
women and children starve and die. . . .

—Waterlow & Soma Limited, 49 Parliament Street, S, W.a,—~
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Mesopotamia: Review of Civil Administration.
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{

CHAPTER I—Occupation of the Basrah Wilayat.

In the spring of 1910, Ottoman rule in Mesopqtamia was epitomised by a singularly
competent observer, Mr. J. G. Lorimer, British Resident at Baghdad, in words which
cannot be bettered. * The universal Turkish syjtem of administration,” he wrote in
the Political Diary for the month of March, “ is in almost every respect unsuitable to 'Traq.
 The Turks themselves must recognise that it is a failure here, but probably few of
“ them appreciate the cause, though that is syfficiently obvious. 'Iraq is not an
“ integral part of the Ottoman Empire, but a foreign dependency, very much in the
“ yough ; and its government by sedentary officikls according to minute regulations,
“ framed at Constantinople for Western Turkey, fan never be satisfactory. I had no
“.idea before coming to Baghdad of the extent(to which Turkey is a country of red
“ tape and blind and dumb officialdom, nor of the degree in which the Turkish
“ position in 'Iraq is unsupported by physical forde. One cannot but admire, however,
“ the dogged and uncomplaining resolution with fwhich the Turkish civil bureaucracy
“ and skeletion army persist in their impossible thsks, the former in that of governing
“ gecording to code and paragraph, the other iy that of maintaining a semblance of
“ order.” ) -

This description outlines the conditions prewiling in the country at the outbreak
of war, except that the intervening four- and a hglf years of administration under the
auspices of the Committee of Union and Progress had tended to exaggerate former
evils while arousing hopes of improvement which could not be fulfilled. Encouraged
by the catchwords of liberty and equality, the pubject Taces of the Ottoman Empire
began to formulate aspirations wholly centraly to the centralising spirit which
animated the Committee even more than the régime it had replaced. ‘Claims to local
autonomy, which had first been heard in Syrja, were enunciated there in more
assured tones and found an echo in Mesopotamia, lnot only among the Arab population,
but also among the Kurds, who had been no Jess alienated than the Arabs by a
spasmodic assertion of authority which the Ott¢man Government was powerless to
maintain. It is not too much to say that the|l Mesopotamian Wilayats of Basrah,
Baghdad and Mosul had reached the limits of diforder consonant with the existence,
even in name, of settled administration. TFor years past British Consular officials
had been accustomed to receive embarrassing reghests from local magnates and tribal
chiefs that the British Government should put}an end to the intolerable chaes by
assuming control of the country.

British maritime and commercial interests in the Persian Gulf, together with its
political importance to the Government of Indid, had thrust upon us responsibilities
there which we could not avoid. Our position with regard 'to the ruling Arab chiefs
along its shores had gradually been consolidhted. We had entered into treaty
relations with the Sultan of Masqat, the Shaikhs bf the Trucial Coast and of the Island
of Bahrain. Ibn Sa’ud, Kuler of Najd, who in 1§13 had pusked his way down to the
sea, was anxious to obtain our recognition agd support; the Shaikh of Kuwait,
always apprehensive of Ottoman encroachments} had been assured of our protection,
and the Shaikh of Mubammarah, Arab by race jthough a subject of Persia, locked to
us for help in maintaining his position against Spltan and Shah alike.

These alliances were & valuable asset wh¢n war was declared on Turkey on
29th October 1914, and it was of primary importance to make clear to the chiefs of
the Gulf the causes of the breach with the Dttoman Empire and the scope of
hostilities. Aeccordingly the Political Resident|issued on 31st October, under the
orders of His Majesty’s Government, a proclamafion to the Arab ralers of the Persian
Gulf and their subjects explaining that Turkey hhd entered into war at the instigation
of Germany, to her own destruction, and that It seemed impossible to hope that the
Ottoman Empire could be preserved. To the chiefs who had enjoyed the benevolent

protection of Greut Britain we promised that no dct of ours should threaten liberty or
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religion, and we required of them on their part that they should preserve order and
tranquillity in their territories and should not allow the foolish among their subjects
to disturb the peace of their dominiouns or to injure British interests, By pursuing
this course they would emerge from the troubles which surrounded them stronger and
freer than before. On lst November a second proclamation of wider application was
issued, touching the holy ylaces in the 'Iraq. :

With these assurances the chiefs of the Gulf were satisfied. During the whole
course of the war we encountered from them no hostility, while the unwavering
friendship of leading men, such as the Shaikhs of Muhammarah and Kuwait and the
Ruler of Najd, proved of inestimable value not only to the British Government but
" also to the Arab cause. ' _

On 6th November, the British-Indian force which had been concentrated in
readiness at Bahrain, landed, under the comimand of General Delamain, 2t the mouth
of the Shatt-al-’Arab, and under cover of the naval guns, took Fao fort. On the same
day Sir Percy Cox, who had accompanied the force from India as Chief Political
Officer, issued a proclamation in which he reiterated the regret of the British
Government at having been forced, by the unprovoked hostility of the Turkish
Government, into a state of war. *‘Butlet it be known to all,” the proclamation
continued, * that the British Government has no quarrel with the Arab inhabitants
“ on the river banks, and so long as they show themselves friendly and do not harbour
 Turkish troops or go about armed, they have nothing to fear, and neither they nor
“ their property will be molested.”

- During the month 'of October the Turks had been clearing their encumbered
decks for action. For the better part of 25 years the peace of Basrah had been rent
and the slumbers of succesSive Walis disturbed by the activities of a member of the
leading Sunni family of the district, Saiyib Talib, eldest son of the Naqib. Jn
turn adherent of the Coinmittee of TJnion and Progress and of its rival, the Liberal
Party, Saiyid Talib’s ambitions were centred on the hope of converting the Basrah
Wilayat into an independent Arab amirate with himself as amir. For some years
he and his associates had dominated the town of Basra, and held the local Ottoman
authorities in defiance. _Saiyid Talib was fully alive to the hazards he was taking, and
in October 1914, when Enver Pasha pressed him to come to Constantinople, probably
as the best means of getting rid of him, he made advances to us through the Shaikh,
of Muhammarah. In return for recognition as local chief, he offered to raise an Arab
revolt. A reply was sent to him through Shaikh Khaz’al of Muhammarah, advising
him to remain in Basrah and co-operate in our interest with the Shaikhs of
Muhamnmarah and Kuwait and witn Ibn Sa’ud. He was promised immunity from
taxation for his date gardens, protection from Turkish reprisals and the maintenance
of the hereditary privileges of himself and his father, the Naqib. Here negotiations
halted, and before onr forces reached Basrah Saiyid Talib’s position there had grown
too precarious. He fled to Kuwait and thence to Ibn Sa'ud, who interceded with us
on his behalf. He ended by going to India in voluntary exile, aud was permitted in
1917 to remove to Egvpt, where he remained till February 1920, when he returned to
Basrah. :

The career of Saiyid Talib was, from our point of view, innocuous. The same
cannot be said of the career of ’Ajaimi al Sa’dun. The most virile member of a
family of Sunni landowners and tribal overlords in the province of Basrah, he was the
bitter foe of Saiyid Talib, who in 1911 had decoyed his father into the hands of
the Turks. Sa’dun Pasha was removed to Aleppo, where he presently succumbed to
the climate of an Ottoman gaol. By a strange perversion, hatred of Saiyid Talib
had thrown 'Ajaimi into the arms of the Turks, and it was upon him that they relied
‘to assemble and lead the Arabs in a holy war against the infidel.

All through the Ottoman Empire a determined effort was made to rouse
fanaticism by the preaching of a Jihad, and it met in Mesopotamia with some outward
appearance of success. The religious forces of Islam were mobilised and the Shaikh
of Muhammarah was urged by prominent mujtahids, the religious leaders of the
Shiahs at Najaf and Karbala, to take part against us. He replied that it was
his belief that the mujtahids acted under compulsion and that his obligations as a
Persian subject enjoined neutrality. But the tribesmen of the Euplnates and Tigris,
excited, it is to be suspected, more by hopes of boundless loot than by expectation of
reward in another world, came flocking down the rivers to oppose our advance up the
Shatt-al-’Arab—a wild and irresponsible horde which broke at the first onset. * As
for the guns of the English,” explained one of the combatants some months later to a
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British resident in DBasrah, *they filled the air. with noise, tore Tp~the earth and
‘knocked down the palm trees. 'That, Sahib, is not war.”” Aifter a brief experience of
‘these unfamiliar terrors, the speaker had returned to the cultivation of his garden,
-contentedly accepting our administration. ; ‘
On 11th November our outposts encountered and repulsed at Saihan a few
hundred Turks of the Dasrah garrison. Oa t}le 16th and 17th, engagements were
fought at S'ahil and Kut al Zain. The Turkish force was accompanied by Arab levies
.and *Ajaimi was present in command of some 230 irregular horse, but he hung upon
the outskirts of the battle, taking no part, and a large proportion of the tribesmen
-decamped before the action. 'Abadan, the refingry of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company,
was henceforth safe, and from being an object the protection of which was one of the
prjmary duties of the Force, it assumed for the test of the war the réle of purveyor of
.crude oil, kerosene and petrol to every branch of His Majesty’s services.. The record
.of its work is one of which all those assoziated with it, as well as with the distant oil
fields on which it depends, may well be proud. | The position of our good friend the
Shaikh of Muhammarah, which had been one pf considerable anxiety, was assured
-also.
After the defeat of 17th November the |Turks retreated hastily to Qurnah,
-;abandoning Basrah, while ’Ajaimi withdrew to fubair. Basrah was.left at the mercy
of fleeing tribesinen and of its own liberal supply of cut-throats, who applied them-
selves with native ability to the task of looting the Custom House and the bazaars.
Urgent messages from the local magnates as well as from the British Consul were
sent to the Force, bidding it hasten, and we entered the town on 22nd November to
find the Custom House in flames and the populjtion in great anxiety. On the day of
-the occupation, Sir Percy Cox, in the name of the General Officer Commanding-in-
hief, issued a proclamation assuring the inhabitants that we bore them no enmity or
il will, and that we hoped to prove ourselves their good friends and protectors.
“* No remnant of the Turkish administration npw remains in this region. In place
* thereof the British flag has been establishpd, under which you will enjoy the
" benefits of liberty and justice both in regard to your religious and to your secular
““ affairs. I have given strict orders to my victorious troops that in the execution of
“* the duties entrusted to them they are to d¢al with the populace generally with
“ complete consideration and friendliness. I{ remains for you yourselves to treat
* them in the same way.”
‘The town was placed under a Military Governor, who was shortly afterwards
given two Deputy Military Governors, one for Basrah and one for the suburb of
“Ashar, The tribesinen along the Shatt-al-Afab, though they had figured, if they
‘had done nothing more, in the Turkish forces, began at once to make advances to us.
‘One of the first to come in was Shaikh Ibrjhim of Zubair, the little oasis on the
desert edge, some eight miles west of Basrah] standing on the site of Sinbad the
‘Sailor’s port. The Shaikh of Zubair had alwayp been permitted by the Turks to hold
:a position of semi-independence, and his village, peopled mainly by Sunnis from
Najd, has the appearance and atmosphere of Afrabia rather than of Mesopotamia. It
is one of those Beduin market places which afe scattered along the frontiers of the
-gettled lands, and as such echoes with tribal|gossip and the politics of the interior
desert. These high matters being discussed ypund the Shaikh’s coffee hearth, he is
the best lochl authority on all that concerns {he Beduin, and he played the part. of
-eyes and ears to the Chief Political Officer. | More especially was his friendship of
value when in the spring the Turks were concentrating on Shu’aibab, three or four
miles to the north of him.
On 9th Deceinber we occupied Qurnah, ap the confluence of the Tigris and the
-old Euphrates channel. The Shaikh of Qurgah had already sent down messages to
Basrah and has since the occupation been unwavering in his attitude towards ns—he
became a familiar figure in the Basrah Polijical Office, with his restless and wary
_glance, his beard died red with henna, and hig low of eloquent periods. A bitof a
scholar, he possesses a meagre library, and yrides himself on a knowledge of history
which covers a period extending, with lapsef, to the days of Adam. The Shaikh of
Harthah, between Basrah and Qurnah, was already to be counted among our
friends. He was one of the first of the yural magnates to enter the service of
the British Government. The connection hajl begun, as he is fond of recording, by
his being picked up wounded on the battlefield of Kut al Zain, where he had been
fighting against us. The intervention on hi§ behalf of the Shaikh of Muhammarah
procured his pardon, and the treatment he|received at our hands won his lasting
_gratitade, )
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In February 1915 Lord Hardinge, then Viceroy of India, visited Basrah, and in
reply to an address from the British community expressed the hope that though we-
could not without a full exchange of views with our Allies lay down plans for the-
future, we might e permitted to indulge in the confident assurance that thenceforth
a more benign administration would bring back to the ’lraq that prosperity to which
her rich potentialities entitled her. His Majesty the King had received on the lst of
January a telegram signed by six of the notables of Basrah protesting their gratitude
at being included under the British flag; nevertheless, in the spring of 1915 the:
stability of that flag was gravely threatened. s To the west, hordes of tribesmen were-
gathering in the desert between Zubair and Nasiriyah. Undeterred by the military
inefficiency of tribal levies, the Turks summoned all the leading men on the-
Euphrates and Tigris to take part in the Shu’aibah attack. Political Officers have
frequently heard accounts of this expedition from shaikhs and saiyids, many of whom
subsequentiy occupied positions of trust under our administration. * What could we-
do?” one of these men observed. *The Turks bade us fight, and we were in their
“ hands. But, Sahib, we did not fight. We got no further than Nukhailah (some
“ 10 miles from Shu’aibah). And there, since the Turkish Commander had offended
“ us, we rested. But when we saw the Turks in flight we made haste to depart, and
“ came back by boat with all speed to our homes.” They took no further active paxt
in the world war. .

The Turkish army consisted of between 6,000 and 7,000 regular troops, the Arab-
tribal levies from the Euphrates, some 9,000 tribesmen under 'Ajaimi and his cousin,
’Abdullah al Falih, and over 1,000 Kuxds.. The tribesmen numbered in all over:
18,000, of which the two Sa’dun confributed a good half. Their tighting value was.
nil. After the occupation of Basrah, 'Ajaimi had sent Sir Percy Cox several nebulous
messages through friends to the effect that he wished to enter inio relations with thé:
British Government and meet Sir Percy. The latter replied that we had no quarrel
with the Arabs of the 'Iraq or with their shaikhs, whom we wished to free from
Tuarkish oppression. Ie expressed his readiness to meet ’Ajaimi at any appointed
place, since it might be difficult for him to evade the Turks and come to Basrah.
But to this definite offer ’Ajaimi returned no answer. Shortly afterwards 'Ajaimi
renewed negotiations by sending one of his henchmen, Muhammad ’Asaimi, to see
Sir Percy Cox. He was received with all friendliness and the former proposal was.
repeated, Finally on 30th January the Chief Political Officer wrote to 'Ajaimi a
letter which was in the nature of an ultimatum. He recapitulated what had occcurred,
said he was still willing to meet 'Ajaimi and discuss matters, and offered him a safe
conduct to any place of meeting, suggestivg Shuw’aibah. But he added that time was
slipping away, and that ’Ajaimi must reply within three days. The only answer-
given was that ’'Ajaimi feared that his reputation would suffer if he abandoned
the Turks for no cause, but that he would find an excuse for leaving
them. His difficulty lay no doubt in determining which side offered him the better-
prospect of personal advantage. He distrusted the Turks, but they had promised him
-a gift of all Sanniyah lands in the Basrah Wilayat, those Crown lands which ’Abdul
Hamid in the days of his prosperity had-shown so much judgment in acquiring. On
the other hand, the British Government was an unknown quantity of very uncertain
stability. So be hesitated, while the tribal hordes gathering before Shu’aibah
strengthened his conviction that the time to leave the Turks had not yet come.

1t was not only the Muntafiq confederation of tribes which the 'ulama were doing
their utmost to urge to holy war. In January the son of the greatest mujtahid of
Najaf, Muhammad Kadhim Yazdi, arrived in ’Amarah to preach Jihad. The infection
ran through the tribes of the Hawizah marshes into the territories of the Shaikh of
Muhammarab, who began to express anxiety. But the concentration near Basrah was
reaching a head and occupied all our attention. On 9th April Lieut.-General Sir John
Nixon landed at Basrah, and took over command of the Indian Expeditionary Force-
“D,” and three days later the battle of Shu’aibah opened. The Turkish General,
Sulaiman al 'Askari, bad been wounded at Qurnah, and was carried on a stretcher..
His second in commaund, 'Ali Bey, placed ’Ajaimi’s men on the right flank and the
other tribal forces on the left flank. They took little or no part in the battle. An
unusually high flood had stretched a belt of shallow water between ouf position on
the Shu’aibah ridge and our base at Basrah. Across this lake our transport worked
as best it might, but a more difficult line of communication could scarcely have been
Jmagined and defeat would have meant annihilation. The battle lasted for 72 hours.
On the evening of the third day the regular troops began to fall back; the tribesmen
had already fled, and "Ali Bey begged Salaiman al ’Askari to give orders for a general.
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relirement, Very reluctantly the general agreed, but before ’Ali Bey bad gone a
~couple of hunidred yards he heard the report of a revolver. Sulaiman al ’Askari had
-shot himself on his stretcher. He was buried at Nukhailah. But the Arabs were yet
‘to take their share in the fight. The fleeing Turkish soldiery, as they toiled along
the southern shores of the Hammar Lake, where months later the engineers o

Nasirivah railway traced the deep wheel-tracks of their transport, encountered an
-unexpected foe ; the Arabs fell upon them, butchering and looting. 1t was with a
mere remnant of his force that *Ali Bey won through to Nasiriyah.

On the very day on which the battle of Shy'aibah was joined, 12th April, »
mixed Tarkish and Arab force attacked our tiny detachment at Ahwaz and was
beaten off. The utmost success achieved by the enemy on this front was the tempo-
‘rary cutting of the pipeline from the oil fieldd by tribes ronsed to Jihad, but the
:steadfast attitude .of the Shaikh of Muhammarab, combined with the effect of the
victory at Shu’aibah, checked further secessions The Turks were driven back across
the Karkhah by Major-General Gorringe, who carried his advance northwards towards
?Amarah, while Major-General Townshend pushed simultaneously up the Tigris.
Amarah was occupied on 3rd June, to the complete satisfaction of the leading Shaikhs
-of the powerful Albu Muhammad tribe, ’Araibi Pasha and Majid al Khalifah, who,
‘though they liad been obliged to join the Turks’ in their first yesistance to us on the
Shatt-al-’Arab, had returned to their homes befrr_e the fall of Qurnah and had takep
-the earliest opportunity of entering into cortespondence with the Chief Political
Officer. '

The next step was to guarantee Basrah from any repetition of the Shu’aibah
attack by occupying the western apex of the Basrah-Qurnah-Nasiriyah triangle,
General Gorringe’s advance up the Enphrates ip the ‘middle of July was a singular
test of endurance on the part of the troops. In'a pitched battle fought on the pahn-
fringed banks of the river, the Turkish force of/ 6,000 men was routed, losing all jts
_guns and a quarter of its numbers killed, wounded and prisoners. Here, again, the
the Turks got no help from the Arab tribes, and the heart of the Muntafiq country
passed henceforth out of their hands. _ ' '

With. the captnre of 'Amarah and Nasiriyalj the first stage of the Mesopotamian
-campaign came to an end. Almost the whole of phe Basrah Wilayat was now in British
‘hands and its story belongs io the annals of peage rather than to those of war.

CHAPTER II.—Organisation of the Administration.

The initial difficulties in setting up civil administration in the occupied territories -
were greatly enhanced by the fact that, except| for a few Arab subordinates, all the
former Turkish officials had fled, taking with them the most recent documents and
registers. Nevertheless, inmediately after ouf arrival in Basrah a beginning was
made in establishing a system of government [which should be consonant with the
.gpirit of our proclamations. 'I'he British militafy authorities had at first no leisure to
make any arrangements with regard to fiscal gnd revenue matters except in respect.
<of customs, but towards the middle of Januarya Revenue Commissioner, Mr. Henry
Dobbs, I.C.8,, arrived in Basrah from India, anfl such records as had been Jeft by the-
‘Turks were overhauled. They were mostly ouf| of date and were lying mixed with
masses of lumber on the floors of the Turkish ¢ffices, the only papers in any kind of
-order being the registers of title-deeds to lapd and registered documents. Their
-escape was fortunate, as their loss would have peen a severe blow to landowners and
traders of the province. The administration wis confronted with the task of setting
the whole of a strange and complicated systdm on its legs as quickly as possible
without the aid of the most recent records or of the most experienced officials, while
the remaining records took mauy weeks to redquce to order. At the same time the
nearness of the enemy’s forces caused a feeling| of insecurity among the people, and
inade many of them hesitate to compromise themselves by helping the authorities and
reluctant to pay their taxes. Moreover, the exaetions of the Turks before leaving, the
-confusion into which thé administration had fo:i some months been thrown, and the
-dislocation of trade by the stoppage of commerce with Baghdad on the one side and
‘with India and Europe on the other, coupled wi‘fh ao unusually bad date season, had
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temporarily deprived the population of cash and credit. The administration of eivil
justice was in abeyance, so that the recovery of debts and rents, except by consent,.
was impossible. It was necessary to set up temporarily some sort of revenue and
fiscal administration. To this end it was decided to keep intact the Turkish system,.
to which the people were accustomed, but to free it from corruption and abuses and
increase its'efficiency. The number of alien officials introduced was deliberately kept
low. All other appointments were filled by the more honest of the ex-official people
of the country, the large majority being Mussalmans. This would have been in any
‘case inevitable, as the records of the departments were all in Turkish; the language-
of wernacular records and receipts, together with all other official business, was,
however, changed to Arabic, a measure which satisfied local sentiment. One of the-
curses of the Turkish régime was the number of its officials ; checks, counter-checks
and delays heing multiplied in order to pravide occupation for fresh appointments..
In consequence, no one did even half an honest day’s worl, and idleness pervaded
every office. Under the DBritish organisation only the minimum numnber of officials.
were re-employed. '

On the whole the people adapted theinselves with surprising alacrity to the new
order. During the four months which elapsed between the capture of Qurnah and.
the crucial ‘battle of Shu’aibah, in spite of the fact that a-.large Turkish force lay
almost at the gates of Basrah, the life of the fown went on undisturbed, the bazaars.
were busy and the streets safe. It was the best answer which could be given to-
Turkish propaganda and reflected no little credit on the native population.

The victory at Shu’aibah removed the pressure of immediate danger, and within
three months the advance up the two rivers had more than tripled the area under our
control. Military Governors under the senior local military officer were appointed to.
'Amarah and Nasiriyah, and Assistant Political Officers were placed in charge of the-
political and revenue administration of the districts, The Assistant Political Officers
were responsible to the Chief Political Officer for. purposes of civil administration,.
and worked directly under the local military authorities for the purchase of supplies.
and in measures connected with the safe preservation of the line of communicatious.

The confusion which reigned in the Ottoman administration was due as much to-
a radically bad system as to the inefficiency of the Turkish stafl. IFinancially, the-
budget of the two provinces of Basrah and Baghdad had, until two or three years
before the British occupation, presented a deficit which had beer converted into a.
small surplus, probably us the result, not of improvement in method, but of financial
readjustments and increased taxation. How complicated were the existing financial
arrangements may be judged by the fact that no less than five departments of’
government, apart from the general revenue, were independently collecting monies.
and remitting them to Constantinople. These departments were, firstly, the Régie, a
foreign concession ; secondly, the Auqaf, the department of Pious Bequests; thirdly,.
the Sanniyah or Crown lands, which since the constitution of 1908 had been
administered as State lands; fourthly, the Ottoman Debt, to the service of which
12 petty taxes were allocated besides,3 per cent. on customs; and, fifthly, the-
International Board of Health, which collected so-called quarantine fees impartially
from the dead and from the living. The net result of these five excrescences was that
the normal life of the people was interfered with at almost every step and that no-
unification of system or taxation was possible. References to Constantinople on petty
details of administration were incessant, and the hope of local autonomy which had
come to birth in the Arab provinces of the Turkish Empire after the revolution of”
1908 could not, eve<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>