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PREFACE 

THE following study, to be completed in a second volume, pur
ports to be no more than an introductory survey of a field which 
needs much further research. There exist already full histories of 
the Trade Union Movement, by Mr. and Mrs. Webb, and of the 
Co-operative Movement, by G. J. Holyoake and by Benjamin 
Jones, as well as many excellent studies of particular phases and 
periods. But no one, to my knowledge, has attempted before to 
bring within a single book a general survey of the growth of the 
Working-class Movement in all its leading aspects, political as well 
as industrial and co-operative. As a teacher, I have long felt the 
want of such a book; for the histories of separate phases of work
ing-class activity fail to give just that synoptic view which seems 
to me essential for those who begin to study the subject. At a 
later stage, I hope to cover the ground far more adequately, and 
in a far larger book. But I venture to believe that this book as it is 
will be found useful, and to hope that it will encourage fellow
workers in this field to fill up by further research some of its 
obvious gaps and deficiencies. 

Naturally, lowe a very great deal to writers who have studied, 
far more closely than I, particular branches of the subject-to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hammond, to Mr. and Mrs. Webb, to Mr. Max Beer, 
and to many others. They have done much to revive among 
British workers a knowledge of their own history, and thereby, I 
believe, to give them greater strength in facing the problems of the 
present. Nothing seems to me more important than this-that, 
as the working class grows tOwal ds the assumption of power, it 
should look back as well as forWard, and shape its policy in the 
light of its own historic experience. Above all, I hope this book 
will serve a little to drive home the truth that the three great 
sections of the Working-class Movement-the Trade Unions, the 
Co-operative Societies, and the political organisations-are but 
three aspects of one single endeavour, deriving their strength from 
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a common necessity and a common inspiration. and. though their· 
paths at times diverge. making for a common goal. The .tory 
recounted in this first volume is 8urely the plainest indication of 
this vital unity. 

G. D. H. CoLI. 



CONTENTS 
CHAP. PAGE 

I. INTRODUCTORY . 9 
I. Phases of Growth. 
2. The Threshold of Industrialism. 

II. THE INDUSTRIAL REvOLUTION 21 
I. The Rise of Capitalism~ 
2. The Industrial Revolution. 

III. THE FRENCH REvOLUTION IN GREAT BRITAIN 41 

IV. WAR AND PEACB 53 
I. Trade Union Struggles-The Years of War. 
2. Unemployment, Revolt and Repression. 

V. SOCIALISM AND REFORM 77 
I. Socialist Origins. 
2. The ReEeal of the Combination Acts. 
3. The Re orm Movement. 

VI. RBVOLUTIONARY TRADES UNIONISM 103 
I. Trades Unionism-The Labourers' Revolt. 
2. The Rise of Owenism. 
3. The Operative Builders. 
4. The Grand National Consolidated Trades Union. 

VII. CHARTlsr.s TO 1839 131 
I. The New Poor Law. 
2. The Rise of Chartism. 
3. The Chartist Convention of 1839. 
4. The Newport Rising. 

VIII. CHARTISM-LATl!R PHASES . ISS 
I. The Chartists and the Anti-Corn Law League. 
2. Chartism-I840 to 1842. 
3. The Land Scheme-The Year of Revolutions. 
4. The Dissolution of Chartism. • 

IX. THB CONDITION OF THB WORKERS IN THE FIRST HALF OF 
THB NINETEENTH CENTURY. 175 

vii 



INDEX 

u AUSTINENCE," 180 
Agriculturallabollrers, last revolt, 108 f. 
Agricultural methods, 34 
Agricultural Revolution, 27 fl. 
Agricultural trade unionism, 124, 125 
America, war with, 38 
American Revolution, 45 
Anti-Corn Law League, 157 ft .• 162 
Applegarth, R, 171 
Arbitration Act, Pitt's, 61 
Arch, Joseph, 111, 135 
Arkwnght, R, 32, 33 
Artificers, Statute of, 56, 60 f. 
Attwood, T., 140, 145, 147, 162 

BANK Charter Act, 179 
Benbow, W., 97, 117, 149 
B.nefit Societies, 123 
Beniowski, Colonel, 150, 168 
Berlin Decrees, 38 
BiU of Rights, Society of Supporters of. 

44 
Binns, J., SO 
l3irkbeck, Dr. G., 8S 
B1anketeers, 70 
Bonnymuir Riot, 73 
Bow Street Rwmers, 58 
Bowley, A. L., 184 
BIandreth, J., 71 
Braxlield, Lord, 49 
Bricklayers' Society, 122 
Bright, John, 157 
Bristol Riots, 99 
Brougham. Lord, 86, 97 
Builders. Guild of, Grand National,l2olf. 
Builders' Union, 117, 119 If., 125, 126 
Building contractors, 119 
Burdett. Sir F., 65. 97 
Burke, E., 45 
Bussey, Peter, 150 

CANALS, 57 
Capital, accumulation of, 180 f. 
Capitalism. 17 

growth of, 18, 23 If., 29, 179 If., 188 
Carlile, Richard, 110 
Caroline. Queen, 97 f. 
Carpenter, W .• 137 
Carpenters and Joiners, General Union, 

91, 119, 122 
Cartwright, Major John, 44, 46, 47, 49, 

69.96 
Catholic Association. Ireland, 98 
Catholic Emancipation. 98, 105 
Cato Street Conspiracy. 66, 73 

Chadwick, E., 134 
Charter, the, 141 f. 
Charter Association, National, 161 fl., 171 
Chartism, 13, 99, 129. 135-173 
Chartist Churches, 162 
Chartist Convention. 1839 .• 145 ft. 
Chartist Co-operative Land Society, 167 
Chartist Petition, 

1839 •. 145 
1842 .. 163 
1848 .. 169 f. 

Chartists, Scottish, 153, 162 
Child labour, 19, 34. 37, 179 
Christian Chartism, 162 
Cleave, John, 137, 139 
Clothiers, 25 
Clothiers' Union, 107, 126 f. 
Coal industry. 37 
Coal Mining, Friendly Society of, 107 
Cobbett, J. M., 146 
Cobbett, W., 12,64, 65, 67, 68 f., 71, 74, 

80 f., 96,97, 107, 110 f., 134, 140, 157, 
IS8 f., 187 

Cobden, R., 157 
Cochran., Lord, 167 
Colliers' Union, Northumberland and 

Durham, 91, 107 f., 110 
CoUins, J., 140, 149, 161 f. 
Combination Acts, 51, 56,59 f., 62.88 If., 

lOS, 106 
Communist L.ague, 168 
Com",,,,,;s' Manifesto, 169 
Complete Suffrage Movement, 162 f. 
Constitutional Information, Society for, 

45, 46 If., 49, 50 
Cook, H., 110 
Co-operation, Owenite, 68, 79 If., 112 If., 

123, 124, 165, 182 
Co-operative Movement, 13, IS, 129, 165 
Co-opera Ii ve Societ y, London. 83 
Com Law Movement, 13, 157 ff., 162 r., 

165, 166, 177, 178 
Corresponding Societies, 44, 46 If., 49, So, 

56, 58, 66, 178 
Corresponding Societies Act, 50, 70, 144 
Cotton indusUy, 30, 57,61.181 f. 
Cotton spinners, 57, 105 If., 185 
Crisis, the. 124, 127 f. 
Cubitts', strike at, 122 

DALE, David, 38 
Day, Thomas, 45 
Debt, ~ational, 26 
Democratic Association, London, 141 
Derby turn-out, 124 f_ 

189 



190 INDEX 

Derbyshire insurrection, 7' 
Di1Iusion of Useful Knowledge, Society 

for, 181 
DiSIaeli, Benjamin, 135, 147 
Doherty, J., 97, 105, 117, 124 
.. Document," the. 121 
Domestic system, 29, 33 
Dorchester labourers, 125 f. 
Duncombe, T. 5., 163 

EATON, D. I., 48 
ECOfIOmist, Tile, 82 
Economists, classical, 63, 83, 179 
Education, working-class, 86 
Edwards, the spy, 73 
Emmet, R., 50 
Employment of LabouI, National Ass0-

ciation for, 166 
Enclosure Movement, 27 fl., 57 
Encyclopledists, 45 
Engels, F., 168 
Englishmen, United, So 
Evans, T., 66 
.. Exclusives," the, 121 

FACTORY Reform Movement, 38, 68,106, 
II7, 133, 165, 188 

Fielden'1.ohn, 106, 117, '45, 147 
Fox, C •. ,46 . 
Framework knitters, 62 f., 71, 89 
French Revolution, 27, 31, 39, 45, 48 

influence in Great Britain, 43 If., 56, 
143 

1830-.98 
1848 .. 169 

Friendly Societies, II, 44, 55, 90 
Friends of the People, Society of, 46 
Frost, John, ISO If. 

GAST, John, 71, 92, 97 
General Union, plans for, 71, 92, 106 fl. 
Gerrald, J., 48 
Gilds, media!Val, 23 It 
Godwin, W., 46, 65 
Gorgcm, TII~, 71 
Gray, John, 84 
Greek Revolution of 1821 •• 98 
Grey, Earl, 98 

HABEAS Col:US' suspension of, 48, So, 70 
Hammond, • L. and B., 57 
:Hampden Cubs, 69, 143 
Hanson, J., 121 
Hardy, T., 46 fl., 49 
Hargreaves, J- 33 
Harmony Hall, 166 
Hamey, G_ J., 139, 141, I6a 
Henson, Gravener, 89 
Hepburn, T., 107 1. 
Herringsgate, 167 
Hetherington, H., 137 fl. 
Hodgskin, T., 84 f., 181 
Hog's WIIS", 48 
.. Holiday, Nationa1," 147, 149 
Hone, William, 69 
Hume, Joseph, 88, 147 

Hunt, Henry, 64, 67, 69, 72, 74, 97, 99,' 
138 

Huskisson, W., I" 
INDKPIlIfDIINCII, Dec1aration of, ., 
India Tradf', 26 
Industrial Revolution, II, I~, 18 fl., So, 

32 fl., 56, H, 177, 179 ft. 
Industrious Classes, National Ullion of, 

114 
Industry, Humanity and Knowledge, 

Consolidated Association of, 128 
International Working Men', Associa-

tion, 171 
Internationa1ism, 14 
Irish immigration, 57 
Irishmen, United, 47, ,0, 1711 

I
ACOBINISM, 58, 95 
oint-stock companies, 179 f., lSI 
ones, Ernest, 168, 171 
ones, W., 152 
ourneymen" combinationl, 2' 

KAy, W., 33 
Kennington Common meeting, 169 
King, Gregory, 30 
King, Dr. W., 83, 113 

LABOUR Exchanges, 113 fl. 
Labour notes, 116 
Land Company, National, 167 f. 
Leeds, etc., District UIIion, 107, 126 
Liberalism, 13, 157 f. 
Liberty and Property, Society for Pre-

serving,47 
Limited liability, 180 
Loveless, the brothers, 12" 145 
Lovett, W., 83, 112, 137, 14', 147, 149, 

159, 161 fl., 166, 172 
Luddites, 12, 62 f., 65, 71, 8g, 97, 187 

NlACAULAY,Lord, 163 
Macdonald, Alexander, 171 
McCulloch, J. R., 88 
Machine-breaking, 16, 62 f. 
Malthus, T. R., 37, 13' 
Margarot, M., 48 
Marx, Karl, 168, 169, 171 
" Mass Movement," the, 171 
Mazzini, Giuseppe, 168 
Mechanics' Institutes, 8, 
Melbourne, Lord, 110, 126, 146 
MetropolitaJI Trades Committee, 92, 108 
Middle Ages, 17,23 
Miners, 57, 107 
Minen' strike, 1810 .. 61 
Minimum wage agitation, 61 
Moore, Peter, 89 
More, HaJJDab, 86 
Morrison, James, 119 f., 127 f. 
Mudie, G., 82 
Muir, T.,.s 

N APrIlR, Sir Charles, ItS 
Napoleon III., 169 



INDEX 

Napoleonic Wars. 5" Wan. 
Negro slavery, 180 
Newcomen, T. 33 
New Harmony, 83 
New Lanark, 38 
New MOt'al WOt'ld, the, 128 
Newport rising, 150 II. 
.. Ninety-Eight," the, 50 
Nore, mutiny at, 50 
Norfolk, labourers' movement in, 51 
NOt'them Sta" the, 140, 153, 161, 166, 169 

OASTLER, Richard, 106, 135, 139 
O'Brien, Bronterre, 137 f., 141, 148,159, 

162 
O'Brien, Smith, 169 
O'Connell, Daniel, 98, 140 
O'Connor, Fear~s, 13911., 148, lSI, 153, 

159, 161 II., 165 II., 171, 172, 178, 187 
O'Connorville, 167 
O'Neill,I62 
Oddfellows, 55 
Oliver the spy, 70, 71 
Orders in Council, 38 
Owen, Robert, 68, 79 II., 84, 119 if., 139, 

14L 15~ 165, 181, 187 
Owenism, 12, 112 ft., 120 if., 129, 166 

PAINE, T., 45, 46, 48, 96, 178 
Palmer, T., 48 
Parish apprentices, 37 
Peel, Sir R., the elder, 38; the younger, 

165, 177 
Peterloo massacre, 72 
.. Philanthropic Hercules," 71 
Pioneer, the, 119, 127 f. 
Pitt, W., 58 
Place, Francis, 50, 84 f., 88 if., 139, 141, 

146, 159, 184 
.. Plug Plot," 163 f. 
Plumbers' Society, 122 
Police, 59 
Political and Social Improvement, 

Association for Promoting, 161 
Political unions, 97, 99, 138 
Political Union, Birmingham, 140, 141, 

144, 163 
Poor Laws, 36, 38, 68, 109, 133 
Poor Laws of 1834 •. 37, 133 ft., 139, 144 
PoOt' Man's Gua,dian, the, 138 
Population, 19, 35 ft., 135 
Potters' Union, 107, 126 
Preston, T., 66, 69 
Price, R., 44, 45 
Priestley, j., 44, 51 
PrintC1S, London, 59 
Printers, l'h. TimlS, 60 
Protection of Labour, National Associa

tion for, 106 II. 
Protection of Labour, National Associa-

tion of United Trades for. 165 f. 
Puritans, 25 

QUEItNWOOD. 166, 167 

.. RAVENSTONE. PIERCY," 84 

Reeves, john, 47 
Reform agitation. 12. 27. 44 ft .• 70. 74. 

94 II., 137 
Reform Bills, 1830 .• 2, 98 if. 
Reform, U economicalJ " 44 
Regeneration Society, National, 117 
Reformation, ~ 
Relief of Poor, National Association for, 

67 
Religion, Socialist attitude to, 82 
Republicanism, 43 
Revolution of 1688 •• 26, 43 
Revolution Society, 52 
Righls of Man, The, 45, 46 
Rights of Man, Declaration of, 45 
Robertson, j. C., 85 
Rochdale Pioneers, 165 
Roebuck, j. A" 141 
Russell, Lord john, 137. 147, 170 

.. SACRED Month," 147, 149 
Scottish reformers, 47, 48 
Secrecy, Committee of, 1794 ... 49 
Secrecy, Committee of, 1817 ... 69 
Secularism, 129 
Senior, N. W., 180 
Sherwin, W., 69 
Shipping, 26 
Shipwrights, London, 91 
Six Acts, 72 f. 
Skirvin!!:, 48 
Smith, J. E., 124, 127 f. 
Socialism, modem, 12, 13, IS, 158 
Socialism, rise of, 65 ft., 79 ft., 112 if . 
South Sea Bubble, 26 
Spanish Revolution, 1820 •• 98 
Special constables, 59 
Speenbamland system, 36, 109 
Spence, Thomas, 65 f . 
Spencean Philanthropists, Society of, 66, 

69, 79 
Spies, Government, 47, 58 
Spinners. Grand General Union, 105 I .• 

126 I. 
Spitalfields Acts, 60 
Spithead, mutiny at, 50 
Steam Engine Makers' Society, 91 
Steam Engine Makers, journeymen, 91 
Stephens, j. R., 135, 139 I., 149 
Stephenson, R., 32 
Stonemasons' Society, 122 
Sturge, joseph, 162 

TAYLOR, Dr. j., ISO, 1S3 
Ten Hours Act, 1847 .. 165 
Ten Hours Movement. See Factory 

Reform. 
ThelwaU, j., 49 
ThistIewood, A., 66, 69, 70, 73 
Thompson, W., 82, 84 f., 181 
To\puddle, 125 
Tooke, j. Home, 46, 47, 49 
Towns, growth of, 36 f. 
Trade Union Acts, 1824-25 •• 9' 
Trade Unionism, rise of, 81, 88 ft., 105 II 



INDEX 

Trade Unions, before Industrial· Revolu-
tion, n, 18, 55, 58 

Trade Unions, modem, 13, IS, 178 
Trades Councils, 90 
Trades Union, Grand National Consoli

dated, 123 ft. 
OfficiAl GAzette, 128 

UNEMPLOYMENT, 30, 33, 39, 71, 186 
Union shops, n6, 120, Uol,124, 129, 166 
Unitarians, 44 
Utilitarianism, 85, 97 

VALUE, Labour tbeory of, 84, 116 
Vincent, Henry, 139, 149, Isa 
Volunteers, Pitt's, 58 

WAGE Bills, 61 
WagE' laws, Tudor, 56, 60 f. 
Wages,in early nineteenth century, 181 If. 
Wages, iron law of, 89 
War of 1914-18 .. 14 
Wars, Napoleonic, 31, 34, 38,44, 48, 57, 

63 f., 66 f. 
slump following, 67, 710 

Water power, 34 
Watson, James. lIa, 137 

Watsons, the, 66, 69 
Watt, James, 32, 33 
Watt, Robert, 49, 57 
Wea\'en, hand·loom, 57, 61, 184 f. 
Weave", Scott~b, 61 f. 
Wellington, Duke of, 99. 169 
Welsb, E., 121 
Westminster elections, 94 
White, G., 89 
Wilberforce, W., 179 
Wilkes, John, 44 
Williams, Zepbanlah, 152 
Wollstonecraft, Mary, 46 
Women in Trade UnioDll, 124 
Women's labour, 34 
Women's suffrage, 142 
Wood, G. H., 18a 
Wool industry, 27, 29, 30, 55. 61 
Wooller, T. J., 69 
Working Classes, National Union of, lOa, 

108, 137, 138 
Working Men's Association, London, 

139 fl. 
Wyvi1l, C., 44 

YEOMANRY, S8, 7' 

PUNTED III GOAT BlUTAta BY 1'l1li WlUTBJ'auaa raa.as, J.m.. 
LDJrDO. DD m .... DGL 




