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PREFACE,

Tuovua the Dllowing work {3 an atteropt to recast some
¢ tanderable porton of Poliucal Economy, I should be sorry
11 wWere T, nmkd a3 1a auYy schse antagonistic in its attitade to-
wand the scence by up by the laborg of Adam Smuh, Mul
-, Thcardo, and A0l O the contrary, my hope 18 tuat 1
sl —slou'd s seasorings find acceptance —strengthen, .
same senwible degree, and add consistence to that labne.  As
regards those assnmptions 1e-pecting human chamclor wnd the
1ha senl conditions of exlernal nutere which eonstiet % 5 ul-
traate preruxs of ceor omie scivnee, the position T have taken
15 sdentical wath that of the four great writers I have named;

o~ Lhave endeavored al-o to follow the method of combined
dudvetion and venifieausn by conparisvon with facts, which was
thears, and which is, as T believe, the only fruitful, or indeed
po\‘mlc method in economi¢ inquiry. Nor do t.he final con-
cusons which Lhave reacked ditfer very widely on any im-
portant pownts from these at which they had arrived.  The
praty o which T have ventared to join issug with them are
what, 1 Dacon’s language, may be called the uriomate mela
o1l e scicnoe —ihose wtermedinte priveiples by means of which
e det wied 1esalis are omacete 1 nith the bigher causes which
proloce them, TCT have not decerved myself, there is in this
jantion of Puliical Economy, as at present generally received,
1o s x‘l prriation of faulty materia; and the present work
vy Lo 1oeantad as an attempt, so far as it goes, to replace this
lement nl‘ wenhness with matter beter ﬁued to endure the
srran of modern enuciam.

The nature of the uadertaking bas brouuhz me, much oft-
saee than T oowld have th:‘] i ".o co]lmon with more than
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