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PREFACE 

I HAVE endeavoured in the following pages to present 
the ordinary reader with a concise historical survey of the 
development of Industry and Commerce in England. 
The economic aspects of history are apt to be neglected 
or dealt with in a somewhat perfunctory fashion in the 
treatises of general historians and to be the more readily 
passed over by their readers; or else to be treated by 
specialists in a manner so technical that the reader • 
who is not a professed student of economics finds himself 
repelled. It has been my aim in this work to interest the 
ordinary reader in a subject which is commonly regarded 
as a dreary one. 

The English have at different periods of their history 
been a nation of agriculturists, a nation of traders, and in 
the last stage, a manufacturing nation. \Ve are still in 
this stage, and it is therefore the one which is of the most 
intimate interest It has extended over a period of some· 
thing'less than a century and a half, and to these 'hundred 
and fifty years nearly on'e half of the volume is devoted. 
But the manufacturing nation grew out of the commerCial 
nation, and the commercial nation was made possible by 
the social organisation of previous. centuries, and the 
history of this growth occupies the" earlier half of the 
book. 



vi INDUSTRIAL ENGLAND 

It is usually difficult for an author to estimate the 
amount of his own indebtedness to the authorities who 
llave.dealt with his subject. Something, however, may be . ' 
~~.Id·~ri the way of acknowledg"lent. Dr. Cunningham's 
Growth of English Industry and Comme.rce is a mine of 
information on the whole subject, especially before Adam 
Smith and the Industrial Revolution. For the S~xon 
and Norman period Bishop Stubbs seemed to have spoken 
the last word until Mr. Seebohm published his English 
Village Community, and new lights were brought to bear 
upon the subject by Professor Vinogradoff and Professor 
Maitland. The Plantagenet period has been illuminated 
by Mr. Ashley's EconomIC History, by the work of 
Mr. Gross on the Gtld Merchant, and by Mrs. Green's 

• Town Life in the Fifteenth Century. To all these, and to 
the Six Centuries of Work and Wages of Thorold Rogers, 
I am conscious of a deep debt .For the Mercantile period 
I have not the same consciousness of indebtedness to 
particular persons, with the exception of Mr. George 
Unwin and his Industrial Organisation in the Sixteentk 
and Seventeenth Centuries, and Miss E. M. Leonard's 
Early History of Engltsh Poor Reliif. In the modern 
section must be named Arnold Toynbee's Industrial 
Revolution, the Hzstory of British Commerce by Leone 
Levi, the Hzstory of Factory Legislation by B. L Hutchins 
and A. Harrison, and the History of Trade Unionism by 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb. Without the two last-named 
works the last five chapters could certainly not have 
been written in their present form. Lastly, I may men­
tion numerous articles on economic subjects in Social 



PREFACE vii 

England, originally edited by Mr. H. D. Traill; notably 
those by Mr. R. E. Prothero, Mr. G. T. Warner, Mr. 
J. E. Symes, Mr. A. 1.. Smith, Mr. H. Riddel, and 
Lord Farrer. 

My purpose has been- to treat the whole subject simply ~ 
as a historian, without identifying myself with any 
economic school j without any intention of supplementing 
the' armoury of the devotees of Richard Cobden or the 
disciples of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, the advocates of 
Social Democracy or the champions of Individualism. I 
have made it my aim to state facts so far as they are ascer­
tainable, and to give an intelligible explanation of the 
principles which ri!;htlyor wron!;ly have guided economic 
action. 'So brief a work dealing with so large a subject 
can only be regarded as providing a~eneral introduction­
a preliminary sketch-map which may assist the explorer. 
Of such guides there is at present no superabundance. 
My main effort has been to impart to this book the clear­
ness and accuracy without which its existence would not 
be justified. 1 need only add the pious hope that others 
may find it' as interesting in the reading as 1 have myself 
found it in the writing. 

CU.UR.J)'S CROSS, 
Dtmn6n"1911 

A. D. I. 
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NEW HISTORICAL WORK 
B~' ARTHUR D. INNES 

A HISTORVOP ENGLAND 
AND THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 

Wi/A Flam a"d C41kur,d Mals. Cr41w" 8v41. Four Y41IUtll'l. 61."et tad • 
• Vol. I. Before the English came to 1485. 

Vol. II. 1485-1688. 
VoL III. 1689-1802. 
Vol. IV. 1802-1914-
Als' a LIBRARY EDITION, itt Fllur Ylllu",'I. 

D,m7 8110, 101. 6/. lUI ,~(" fllllum,. 

SOME OPINIONS ON VOLUMES I. II. ANIJ III • 
• '. 0 .. thorourllly rloomml.d BIr. 1nD .. •• reoelluy pubUahe4 co ... 

lunlY of IIntUlh mlto17, of wblch thl Irn 'wo .olume. han Jun 
appear,do'-C. W. C. OMAN, Chichele Profeuol of Modem History in the 
University olOdord. 

'. am U"II pll •• ld W:\tll It. .Iplclally wlth the mOl' IlI:C.uIIl' 
lummarl •• of 10clal and leolloml0 phu .. Oil Whlch collllderable Impllull 
II 1&1d III the Board of Educat.!.oll requlrtmillu for .. ltadlntl 1Il ValIl· 
lIlC." • Illall oertalllly recomm81ld " '0 tho .. Itudentl,p.d allO \0 the 
dliTli ItudIIlU.'-EDWAItD S. LYTTItL, Professoaeol Modem History at 
lIartle, University Colle!:e, ~mpton. 

• Tho work apPian to me. \0 .b"\rlltIreIY admirable .. d wall adapted \0 
the nlldl ortJlI1nn1ty Itudoy. • c .. rlcommend it '0 1117 Pllp1lI W:\th 
Inry conlldlnol. The mapa are C004 and thl lIl41a .. 4 11Ippllmutary 
nO"1 u .. fUl.'-A. H. DAINTON, Lecturer in Histor, in the Durham DiyiaiOll 
of the University 01 Durham. 

• N&in, but IInqualllll4 pral .. 0 .. be glyO • the orderly &rr\DP­
men' of fl.cte. the 10glca1 41Y1eloll lIl\o perlodI, all4 the e:&treme clear· 
Ill .. of though' an4 IlI:preleloll which are \0 be fOlllld 1Il Iib'. 1nD8I'I;. 
mlto17 of EDcland all4 the Empire. • • • We are g1&4 \0 _ h.r more 
a"IIlUOIl pald \0 1COIl0miO and lIldultrlal qllll"011.1 thaa 111 uu\J la 
bookl of Sh1I klIld. The~apter la VollEe JL OIl "l:&paulOIl llIlder 
StilUS K1Dr .. - oontallli an utraor41llaJ7 am01lll' of .atuable lIlrorma. 
tloll (wlUllll a.1J7 Ilarrow compa •• ) tha, w1l1 gl" the 101DIC nudell' 
much r004 for though"'-JII,.,."a/ of £dwahM. 

• Thl bla\Orloall'udell' and the "CID'" reade.- &Uke mun appreciate 
'he llIlu.ually CUlrona ,"atmell' of lCODOmiO ma'\erS .. d of Boo'Ueh 
and Irtah aNre and the .aluable lune,_ of COIlfitllOtal hllI~ wlth 
wblchBlr.InD •• correct. an, ... duey \0 llI:oeuinllll1l1ar1ty. .t.lloreth. 
~I work I.em. \0 m .. ' a real Dee4.·-CjJ .. 6ri~ /(mnll. 
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'Mr Innes seems to us to have accomplished hla talll lucce .. tully, H. 
haa an intimate knowledge of recent historical inv.ltigatioll8 &I1d a 
balauced Judgment which savel him from over·emphaalailll a point 
merely because it is new. He has an excellent ezpository Ityle, and h. 
writes easily and freely. Hil book il mainly a political hlatory, but he 
does not ignore constitutional and economic lalUti .... Mr. Innel hal 
done a d.l.mcult thing very weU.'-Sputalor. 

'Mr. Innes representl the newer school that la more diapaslioll&tely 
concemed with the evolution of modem II/ciety. There il Ie •• diapolition 
to take sides with either Crown or Parliament. The n&rrative thul 
unfolds the record of the British Empire and not merely the hlatory of th. 
English people. . . . Mr. Innes has thll8 achieved the distinction of pre· 
senting to the general reader a vital and ligD.lJlcant interpretation of 
English history.' 

The Annals of the Alllerican Acatie"'7 81' Political alld Social Science. 
• f . ~ 

'Mr. Inne. writes with very ample knowledge and experiellCed Jude· 
ment, and in a lucid and flowing lty1e. Thele are malterly .,olumel, 
Cl/mpreheyive, pOinted, andlum1noul.'-Educat;onal Tif1/u. 

'Bis treatment of the subject matter la at once frelh, .uggestive aDd 
interesting. The writer handles hla facta with care and lelecta them for 
their signillcance while his happy and vivid geDeralilatiOll8 not ouly 
Wumillate the n&rrative but lupply the ouly true historical mDemonic. 

, The chapters OD Literature &I1d on Economics form particularly de11ght­
ful reading; and they Ihow true inaight, fIIle lmaglnatiOll, &I1d fellcitoUi 
phrasing. Not less happy are his characterlsatloll8 of indl'l1duala.' 

Suond"r7 SchoolJournal. 

'We can he~tuy cOJllmeDd thil book to teacherl &I1d upper form puplla, 
and also to ordinary readers who delire It 1>llWl, readable summary, &I1d 
to historlcalstudents who desire a genl!f .. i~lew of Engllah History before 
making a Ipecial study of lome particlC;r periOd.'-Suon.u.? Education. 

'We have nothing but praise for the way in which Mr. Innel has per­
formed hiI task so far, and we have no doubt that the remal.ll1D.g two 
volumel will be equally sat1efactory.'-Beifasf Newt Lelf,r. . ~ 

'!l:r. Innes hal produced a remarkably clear and graphic account of 
..(!ur history to the time when Eng1and reaUy began to be a European 
power. The work la a manual for the student, the teacher, &I1d 
the keneral reader: it is the book for the sinh form boy and girl 
specialising in history.' - The~. AI. A. 

, There is emphatically room for a work like that which IIr. Innea has 
attempted .. _ . The history, in short, is admirably adapted to the 
general reader and &leo to those studen" who IIIld the work of .pecialllte 
a little beyond their range. So careful &I1d comprebensive a lurvey 
should be certain of a hearty welcome.' -Stan.u.rtl. -
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