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PREFACE

{ HAVE endeavoured in the following pages to present
the ordinary reader with a concise historical survey of the
development of Industry and Commerce in England.
The economic aspects of history are apt to be neglected
or dealt with in a somewhat perfunctory fashion in the
treatises of general historians and to be the more readily
passed over by their readers; or else to be treated by
specialists in a manner so technical that the reader
who is not a professed student of economics finds himself
repelled. It has been my aim in this work to interest the
ordinary reader in a subject which is commonly regarded
as a dreary one.

The English have at different periods of their history
been a nation of agriculturists, a nation of traders, and in
the last stage, a manufacturing nation,. We are still in
this stage, and it is therefore the one which is of the most
intimate interest. It has extended over a period of some-
thing less than a century and a half, and to these hundred
and fifty years nearly one half of the volume is devoted.
But the manufacturing nation grew out of the commercial
nation, and the commercial nation was made possible by
the social organisation of previous- centuries, and the
- history of this growth occupies the earlier half of the

book, '



vi INDUSTRIAL ENGLAND

It is usually difficult for an author to estimate the
amount of his own indebtedness to the authorities who
have.dealt with his subject. Something, however, may be
sald in the way of acknowledgment, Dr. Cunningham’s
Growith of Englisk Industry and Commerce is a mine of
information on the whole subject, especially before Adam
Smith and the Industrial Revolution. For the Saxon
and Norman period Bishop Stubbs seemed to have spoken
the last word until Mr. Seebohm published his Erglish
Village Community, and new lights were brought to bear
upon the subject by Professor Vinogradoff and Professor
Maitland. The Plantagenet period has been illuminated
by Mr. Ashley’s Ecomomsc History, by the work of
Mr. Gross on the Gid Merchant, and by Mrs. Green's
Town Life in the Fz'f;eentlz Century. To all these, and to
the Six Centuries of Work and Wages of Thorold Rogers,
I am conscious of a deep debt. .For the Mercantile period
I have not the same consciousness of indebtedness to
particular persons, with the exception of Mr. George
Unwin and his Jndustrial Organisation in the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries, and Miss E. M. Leonard’s
Early History of English Poor Relief. In the modern
section must be named Arnold Toynbee's Industrial
Revolution, the History of British Commerce by Leone
Levi, the History of Factory Legislation by B. L. Hutchins
and A. Harrison, and the History of Trade Unionism by
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb. Without the two last-named
works the last five chapters could certainly not have
been written in their present form. Lastly, I may men.
tion numerous articles on economic subjects in Social



PREFACE vii

England, originally edited by Mr. H. D. Traill ; notably
those by Mr. R. E. Prothero, Mr. G. T. Warner, Mr.
J. E. Symes, Mr. A. L. Smith, Mr. H. Riddel, and
Lord Farrer. ‘

My purpose has been’ to treat the whole subject simply,
as a historian, without identifying myself with any
economic school ; without any intention of supplementing
the armoury of the devotees of Richard Cobden or the
disciples of Mr., Joseph Chamberlain, the advocates of
Social Democracy or the champions of Individualism. 1
have made it my aim to state facts so far as they are ascer-
tainable, and to give an intelligible explanation of the
principles which rightly or wrongly have guided economic
action. So brief a work dealing with so large a subject
can only be regarded as providing a}eneral introduction—
a preliminary sketch-map which may assist the explorer.
Of such guides there is at present no superabundance.
My main effort has been to impart to this book the clear-
ness and accuracy without which its existence would not
be justified. I need only add the pious hope that others
may find it as interesting in the reading as I have myself
found it in the writing,

A D L

GERRARD'S CROSS,
Decenber 3911
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With Plans and Coloured Maps, Crown 8vo. Four Volumes. 6s. net each
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Vol. 1. Before the English came to 1485.
Vol. 11. 1485-1688. :
Vol. I11. 1689-1802.
Vol. 1V. 1802-1914.

Also a LIBRARY EDITION, in Four Volumes.
Demy 8uvo, 105, 6d. met cack volume.

SOME OPINIONS ON VOLUMES I. II. AND IIL

«*1 can thoroughly recommend Mr. Innes’s recently pubdlizshed general
Survey of English History, of which the first two volumes have just
appeared.’—C. W. C, OMAN, Chichele Professor of Modern History in the
University of Oxford.

‘% am very pleased with {t, especially with the most excellent
summaries of social and economic phases on which considerable emphasis
is l1aid in the Board of Education requirements for ‘' students in trainm.
ing.” I sball certainly recommend it to those students gnd also to the
degree students."—EDpwaARD S. LYTTEL, Professo®of Modern History at
Hartley University College, ampton,

‘The work appears t0 me to b patirely admirable and well adapted to
the needs of University students. I can recommend it to my pupils with
every confidence. The mapa are good and the index and supplementary
notes useful.’—A. H. DaINTON, Lecturer in History in the Durham Division
of the University of Durham.

. N&an but unqualified praise can be given % the orderly arrgnge-
ment of faota, the logical division into periods, and the extreme clear.
ness of thought and expression which are to be found in Mr. Innes'y
History of England and the Empire. . . . We are glad to see far more
attention paid to economic and industrial questions than is usull in
books of this xind. The’thapter in Volmme IL on * Expansion under
Stuart Kings,* contains an extraordinary amount of valuable informa.
tion (within a very narrow compass) that will give the young student
much food for thought.'— Journal of Education.

$The historioal satudent and the “general reader ” alike must appreciate
the unusually generous treatment of economio matters and of Scottish
and Irish afuiras and the valuable surveys of continental history with
which Mr. Innes corrects any tendency 10 excessive insularity. Altogetber
the work seems to meet & real need.'— Camdridge Keview,
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‘Mr Innes seems to us to have accomplished his task successfully. He
has an intimate knowledge of recent historical imv.stigations and a
balanced judgment which saves him from over-emphasising a poing
merely because it is new. He has an excellent expository style, and he
writes easily and freely. His book 1s mainly a political history, but he
does not ignore constitutional and ecomomic issues. . . . Mr. Iunes has
done a difficult thing very well.’—Spectator.

‘Mr., Innes represents the newer school that is more dispassionately
concerned with the evolution of modern spclety. There is less disposition
to take sides with either Crown or Parliament. The narrative thus
unfolds the record of the British Empire and not merely the history of the
English people. . . . Mr. Innes has thus acbieved the distinction of pre-
senting to the genera.l reader a vital and significant interpretation of
English history.’

R The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science.
[4
‘Mr. Innes writes with very ample knowledge and experienced judg-
ment, and in a lucid and flowing style. These are masterly volumes,
comprehengive, pointed, and luminous.'—ZEducational Times.

‘His treatment of the subject matter is at once fresh, suggestive and
interesting. The writer handles his facts with cars and selects them for
their significance while his happy and vivid generalisations mot only
iljuminate the narrative but supply the only true historical mnemonie.

¢ The chapters on Literature and on Economics form particularly delight-
ful reading ; and they show true insight, fine imagination, and felicitous
phrasing. Not less happy are his characterisations of individuals.’

Secondary School Journal,

¢ We can healtily coynmend this book to teachers and upper form pupils,
and also to ordinary readers who desire tvuln, readable summary, and
to historical stundents who desire a gen Qiew of English History before
making & epecial study of some pa.rt.lc;g i perlod.'——Szmnda‘ry Education.

‘We have nothing but praise for the way in which Mr. Innes has per-
formed hia task so far, and we have no doubt that the remalning two
volumes will be equally satisfactory.’— Belfast News Lester. .

Py X

‘Mir. Innes has produced a remarkably clear and graphic account of

pur history to the time when England really began to be & European
power. The work is a manual for the student, the teacher, and
the Leneral reader: it is the book for the sixth lorm boy and girl
speciallsing in history.’—7ke (4. M. 4.

¢ There is emphatically room for a work like that which Mr. Innes has
attempted. . . . The history, In short, is admirably adapted to the
general reader and also to those students who find the work of specialists
a little beyond their range. 8o careful and comprebensive a survey
should be certain of a hearty welcome.'—Standard.’
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