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TO LADY JONES.

MADAM,
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I have the honour to be,
MADAM,

Your Ladyship’é most obedient

humble Servant,

TEIGNMOUTH.

CrarnaN,
June 20, 1804,



PREFACE.

L ) > 205 ) L emnd

IN presenting the public with an account of the Life of Sir
WILLIAM JONES, I feel a particularanxiety, to guard against
the charge of presumption for an undertaking, which may be
thought to require a more than ordinary share of learning and
abilities. T hope therefore, to have credit for a declaration, that
\nothing but the earnest solicitation of Lady Jones,” who knew my
affection for her Husband when living, and my unabated regard
for his memory, and who conceived that these qualifications might
supply the deficiency of .more essential talents, could have pre-
vailed upon me, to enter upon a literary career, so foreign to the
habits of a life, of which more than fifty years are now elapsed.

. It may be proper to notice the: materials, which I have used

in this compilation, .and to explain the plan which I have ad‘pted
in
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in the arrangement of them. The first, is a single sheet written by
Sir William Jones, containing short notices of his situation and
occupations during every year of his lfe; it is indeed extended
beyond the date of his existence, to the 50th year, opposite to
which the words ow ©:5, of God pleases, are inserted ; it appears to
have been hastily written, a few months only before his death, and
although the dates are sométimes inaccurate, and the notices too
brief to supply more than a reference, it suggested enquiries which
have sometimes terminated satisfactorily, ’though more frequently
in disappointment. This paper however dictated the plan of the
work, and I have endeavoured, as far as my materials permitted, to
trace the Iife of Sir William Jones, year by year.

‘For the first twenty-two years of it, my authorities are ample and
satisfactory ; they consist principally of memoranda written by Sir
William himself; and in describing the occurrences of this period,
I lidve frequently availed myself of his own words. I wish indeed
that I could have used them exclusively, but ‘the paper is not
altogether in a form to admit of publication.

The account of the last twelve years of his life in India, is
chiefly supplied by my own recollection, assisted by information
collected from his writings and correspondence.

Of the events of his hife between 1768, his twenty-second yéar,
and the date of his embarkation for,India in 1783, my information
is
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is less complete, although I haye spared po diligence in endéavoure
ing to collect all t}{at could be thgjned,' I way in hopes, that thd
recolléction, of his confemporaries at Qxford,: where he occasionallt
resided ,until he left . England,. might; haye supplied, some inaterial
anecdotes, and that farther information might have been, procured
from his companions in Westminster Hall, or. on the Circuit, but
my researches have had little success, and, I, am; chiefly indebted
to his correspondence for the information which I have been able
to communicate.

Ia the arrangement .of these. materials, «it was my wish, “as’far
as possihle; to make Sir William Jones'desctibe himself} and.'witly
this view, L. have infroduced his-letters.into’ the'body of the Mex
moirs. They develop hisl occupations, . hopes, pursuits, * and
feelings ; and although the narritive; from the introduction of themy
may lose-soinething in. point of connection, this inconvenience,
flatter myself, will be more than compensated by the letters théms
selves. DBy this mode they will excite an interest, which they
might have failed to produce,, if the substance or' subjects of them
only had been interwoven' into' the narrative, with-a reference t&
the Jetters themselves in the Appendix.

This arrangement has however imposed upon me the nécessity of
translating many of the letters of Sir William Jones and. his learned
correspondents, {rom the Latin or French, and I have endeavoured:
to give the sense of them jn a plain familiar style. But I must

b warn
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warn the reader, that he is to expect nothing more in these trans-
lations, and that those who are ‘qualified to peruse the originak
letters of Sir William Jones, will find in them an elegance
which I do not pretend to transfuse into my version of them.
Some few sentences of the original letters have been purposely
omitted in the translation, and many passages of the originals
themselves have been suppressed.

The Latin letters of Sir William Jones are printed in the Ap-
pendix, and with respect to them it is further proper to observe,
that in consequence of interlineations, corrections, erasures, and
niutilation from time, I could not alwajs ascertain the exact words
which he ultimately adopted. In such cases I have been compelled
fo exercise my own judgment, and I desire the reader to notice
this remark, lest any inaccuracy of mine should be imputed to a
than, who was equally qualified to guide the taste of the elegant,
and correct the errors of the learned. ’

To elucidate the life, occupations, and opinions of Sir William
Jones, was the principal object which I bad in view, in the selec-
tion of the letters now presented to the public ; some have been
inserted, as calculated in my o[;inion to afford entertainment to the
teader. I am very sensible that many of these letters relate to
topics fiot generally interesting: engaged in hterary purswits from
his earliest youth, extending and cultivating them with ardour
during his life, and never losing sight of them under any accumu-

lation

b [
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{ation of husiness, the Jetters of Sir le]iém Jones necessarjly refer
to habits'so dear to hios, .and o long established; and I mpst re
quest the reader to carry: this remark with bim, to ithe perusal of his
correspondence throughout, and particularly of the letters written
by hita in Bengal, which frequently relatg to Indian literature, as
well as to subjects and occupations peculiar to that country.

The Memoirs and Appendix contain some original compositions

of  Sir William Jones, which have not hithegta been. ppblished ;
they are not of equal importance with shose, of which the publig

are in possession; there are still more, which I have not ventured
to print.

It would have been_easj to have gu}alfgec‘l the size of this valums,
Jbut having no ambition to extend it beyond its prc;pgar liup,its, I h@‘{?
confined myself as closely gs I gould to the obJec.t of 15 that of
elucidating the life and opinions of Sir William Jopes. W;tﬁ this
rule conpstantly in my recollection, I have avoided dxssprtatmps on
the events of the times ; the notice which I have taken of charactexp
incidentally mentioned, is brief and expla.natory only ; and 1 have
suppressed wmany observations, yhlcb would have added mare to
the bulk of the Memoirs, than to the jnformation or sntertainment
of the reader.

I have now gwen such explanatan on the suquct‘gf the Me~
moirs, s appeared to me pecessary; but I gannot goncludg the
Preface,
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Preface, without’ mentioning some information which materially
affects an important passage in the 367th page of the Memoirs,
and which I received from Bengal, long after 1t had been printed.
The passage alluded to, is stated to be an exact transhation from
one of the mythologieal books of the Hindls; it first appeared
in a note annexed by Sir William Jones, to an Essay on Egypt and
the Nile, in the 8d vol. of the Asiatic Researches, by Lieutenant
(now Captain) Wilford, and relates to Noak (under the designation of
Satyavrata) and his three sons. )

Captain Wilford has since had the mortification and regret to
discover, that he was imposed upon by a learned Hindd, who as-
sisted his investigations, that the Prlrana, in which be actuallj’ and
carefully tead the passage which he communicated to Sir William
Jones, as an extract from it, does mot contain it, and that it was
interpolated by the dextrous introddction of a forged sheet, dis-
coloured, and prepared for the purpose of deception, and which
baving served this purpose, was afterwards withdrawn.

The uncommon anxiety of Captain Wilford to re-examine all the
authorities' quoted in his essay, led to the detection of the imposi-
tion, and he immediately determined to publish it to the world,
in another essay which he was then preparing, and which I under-
stand to be now printing in Bengal. To guard against the effects
of any accident which fight prevent the execution of this determi-

' nation,
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pation, he comuunicatéd the : citcumstance «to his; fiiends;, that, it
mght eventually‘,bq, mad¢ known torthe public, -and .1p. the” expla-
nation now submitted _to them, I only g.ntlclpate Jthe, salicitude of
Captain WllfOl‘d to expose the imposition which has been prac-

_tised on him*.

It

 The partieutars of the imposition practised upon bim b the pandid, whom, he em-,
ployed in making extracts from the books of the Hindds, are detanled by Captam Wail-
ford, i the ‘introduétion to a work now printing in Bengal, under the title of #n ESSAY:
on the SACRED IsLEs 1 the West, with other Essays connected with that W ark, NN

In the of collating the S it anthorities quoted or referred to,. in this Essay,
he discovered some discolorations 1 the manuscripts, which led to suspicions of deception,
which examination fully verified.” The discovery naturally excited an apprebensloﬁ, that
a similar imposition had been practised upon him, with respect to his former Essay on
Egypt and the Nule, and ‘be had the moitification to find it well grounded. * His first step
was to inform his fiiends of it, ‘either verbally, or by letters, that he might gecuré at least:
the credit, of the first diselosure, <« | ! )

N . Ve i o i
*¢ The forgenes of the pnndlt, (Captain Wilford obsenves,l were of three lnnds in the
« first, a word or two only ‘was altered. “In the Second Were such legends, as  had under-
“ gone a mote material alteration ; and in the third, all those which ke had wmitten
* from memory. ‘ : v
« With regard to those of the first class, when he found that I was resolved to make
* a cbllation of the manuscript, he began to adulterate'and disfigure Ins own manuseript,
“ mine, and tbe 1pts of the college, by erasing the onginal name of the country,
“ and putting that of Egypt or of Swetam 10 1ts place, i
¢ To prevent my detecting those of the second class, which were not numerous, but
* of the greatest wnportanee 1w their pature, (and as books an India are not bound as i
“ Europe, and every leaf 15 loose,) he took cut one or two leaves, and substituted others
“ with an adulterous legend. In boaks of some antiquity, it 1s not uncommon to see a
'« few new leaves wserted 3n the room of others that were wanting. v
* To conoeal the more numerous impositions of the third elass, he had the patience to
¢ wnite two vo! 1§ sections, pposed to belong, one to the Scanda-Purana, and the
« other to the Bramduda, m which he connected all the legends together, in the usual style
< of
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In the "325th page of the Memoirs, the reader will ind men-
tion of an unsuccessful attempt of the Hindds, to impose upon Sir
William Jones, a forged Sanscrit book on oaths.

The same sagacity which detected the fraud in this instance,
might have discovered the forgery of the pundit employed by Mr.
Wilford, if the original document had been submtted to the in-
spection of Sir William Jones. In this country the fabrications of
a Chatterton, escaped for a season, the penetration of the learned
and acute.

In the Postscript to the Memoirs, I have omitted to mention in
its proper place, that a monument was erected at Oxford to the
memory of Sir William Jones, by a subscription of the gefntlemen
residing in Bengal, who had received their education at the uni-
wersity there and at Cambridge, The inscription on the elegant

¢ of the Puranas. These two sechions, as he wrote them, consist of no less than 12,000
“ slocas or lines, the tule of which he borrowed.”

The above 18 an extract from Mr. Wilford’s Essay, and affords a remarkable though
aot a aingular mstance of industry and ingenuity in literary forgenes. I shall only add,
from the same Essay, the following Lines immediately apphcable to the passage which
has occasioned my remarks.

« A few instances of the uwpositions of my pandit, will exemplify his mode of pro-
# ceeding. The first 15 & legend of the greatest importance, and 18 said to be extracted
* from the Padma. It contains the history of Noah and his three sons, and is written
““1n a masterly style. But unfortunately there is not a word of it to be found in #hat
“ Pyrana. It 15 however mentioned, though in less explicit terms, in many Puranas,
¢ and the pandit took parucular care in pointing out to me several passages, which more
# or less confirmed this interesting legend.”

1 monument
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monument executed by Flaxman, at the expense of Lady Jones,
and pla\xced in- the apti-chamber-to the Chape} of University Col-
lege, Oxford, is anunexed to the Preface,

. Tt has frequently been remarked, that thé chardcters of very
eminent men eannot be closely examined without a consider-
able diminution of the respect, which theiz general fame has ex-
cited.

From whatever source this remark may have proceeded, or to.
whatever degree of truth it may be entitled, I cannot but express a
salicitude, that.it may derive po confirmation from the work, how
presented to the public. Impressed, with, admiration, respeet, and
esteem for the memory of Sir William Jones, ,whether I contem~
plate his genius, his learning, or his virtues, I wish to trénsfer ﬂly
own feelings to the, n}inds rof ,nQy readers 3 but whilst I distryst my
own efforts, I am equally anxious to guard against egﬂgvagant
expectations in them, and any’ want of discernment in myself.’

TEIGNMOUTH.
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'SIR WILLIAM JONES:

"THE origin of the family of Sir WirrLran Jones on the maternal
side, has been traced, by the industry of Lewis Morris, a learned
British antiquary, to'the ancient Princes and Chieftains of North
‘Wales. With'whatever delight, however, the Cambrian genealogist
might pursue the line of his ancestry, a barren qatglogue of unceuth
pames would furhish no entertainment; t¢ -the jreader. I, shall only
transcribe] from the: list 'a single and remarkable name’ in one of the
oollateral branches, that of William.o qugalan, who died "iu one
thousand five hundred and :eighty one, at the.advanced age, of one
hundred and five years; with the note annexed to it, that by three
wives he had thirty-six children, seven more by two concubines,
and that eighty of his issue; during his life, were living in the parish
of Tregaian, in Anglesey.

But I insert, without apology for the anticipation, a letter, ad-
diessed by Mr. Morris to the father of Sir William Jones, as an
B interesting
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interesting memorial of an ancient custom which is daily falling into
disuse, and a pleasing specimen of the mind and talents of the
writer.

To WILLIAM JONES, Esquirk.
Janvary 1, 1748,
Sir; .

It was a custom amohg the Ancient Britons (and still
retained in Anglesey) for the most knowing among them in the
descent of families, to send their friends of the same stock or
family, a dydd calan Ionawr a calennig, a present of their pedigree ;
which was m order, I presume, to keep up a friendship among rela-
tions, which these people preserved surprisingly, and do to this day
among the meanest of them, to the sixth and seventh degree.

Some writers take notice that the Gauls also were noted for this-
affection and regard for their own people, though ever so distantly
related. These things, to be sure, are trifles : but all other things in
the world are trifles too.

I take.men’s bodies in the same sense as I take vegetables.
Young trees propagated by 'seed or grafts, from a good old tree,
certainly owe some regard to their primitive stock, provided trees.
could act and think ; and as for my part, the very thought of those
brave people, who struggled so long with a superior power for their
liberty, inspires me with such an idea of them, that I almost adore
their memories. Therefore, to keep up that old laudable custom,
. 1 herewith send you a calennig of the same kind as that above men-
tioned ;* which I desire you will accept of.

I havereason to know, it is founded on good authority; for both
my father and mother were related to your mother, and came from
the
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the same stock mentioned in the inclosed ; which is the reason I am
so well acquainted with your mother’s descent;:and on the same
account, 1 till further enquiry, an utter stranger to your father’s
family.. )

<, As you.were young when you left the country, it-cannot be sup-
posed that you could know mugh of these things. I bave had too
much time there; I wish I had not; for I might have applied it to
better,use thap I have., If this gives you any pleasure, I shall be
glad of it ; if not, 'commit it to the flames : and believe me to be,
with truth and sincerity, &c.
iLewis Mornis,

Leaving the genealogical splendour of the family of SirWilliam
Jones to the contemplation of the antiquary, it may be remarked
with pleasure, that 1ts latest descendants have a claim to reputa-
tion, founded upon the honourable and unambiguous testimany of
personal merit. His, father was.the ‘celebrated - philosopher and
mathematician who so eminently” distinguished himself in the
commencement of the last century: and a short, but more accurate
sketch of his life than has hitherto appeared, which I am enabled
to give from the authority of his son, may be acceptable to the
lovers of science.

Mr. William Jones was born in the year 1680, in Anglesey ; his
parents were yeomen, or little farmers, on that island ; and he there
received the best education which they were able to afford : but the
industrious exertion of vigorous intellectual powers, supplied the
defects of inadequate instruction, and laid the foundation of his,
future fame and fortune. From his earliest years, Mr. Jones dis-
covered a propensity to mathematical studies, and, having cultivated
them with assiduity, he began his career in lifey by teaching ma-

thematics
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thematics on-board a man of war; and in.this situation he attracted
the notice, and obtained the friendship, of Lord Anson. In his
twenty-second year, Mr. Jones published a Treatise on the Art of
Navigation ; which was received with great approbation, He was
present at the capture of Vigo, in 1702; and, having joined his
-comrades in quest of pillage, he eagerly fixed upon a bookseller’s
shop as the object of his depredatior ; but finding 4in it no literary
treasures, which were the sole plunder that he coveted, he contented
himself with a pair of scissars, which he frequently exhibited to his
friends as a trophy of his military success, relating the anecdote
by which he ganed it. He returned with the fleet to England, and
immediately afterwards established himself as a teacher of mathe-
matics, in London; where, at the age of twenty-six, he published
his Synopsis palmariorum Matheseos; a decisive proof of his early
and consummate proficiency in his favourite science.

The private character of Mr. Jones was respectable, his manners
were agreeable and inviting ; and these ¢ualities not only contributed
to enlarge the circle of his friends,, whom his established reputation
for science bhad attracted, but also to secure their attachment
to himx.

Amongst others who honoured him with their esteem, I am
authorized to mention the great and virtuous Lord Hardwicke.
Mr. Jones attended him as a companion on the circmit when he was
chief justice ; and this nobleman, when he afterwards held the great
seal, availed himself of the opportunity to testify his regard for the
merit and character of his.friend, by conferring upon him the
office of secretary for the peace. He wag ﬁlfd introduced to the
friendship of Lord Parker. (afterwards: president of the Royal
Society), which terminated only with his death; and, amongst
other distinguished characters in the annals of science and

literature,
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literature, ¢he nameéd of- Sir Isaac! Newtfon,  Halley, Mead, and

Samuel Johnson, may:be' enumerated as the 'intimate friends of
Mri-Joues. By Sit Isaac Newton, hé was treated with particular

regard and confidencey and prepared; with his assent, the ‘very

elegant edjtion of ‘small tracts on the higher mathematics, in a

mode which obtained the approbation, and increased the esteen,

of the author for him. '

After the retiremeént of Lord Macclesfield to_Sherborne Castle,
Mr. Jones resided with his lordshl‘pg,a,g zmzember ©of his family,_and
insttuctéd him.idthe écieneest *'Tu ¥his situation, he had the misfor-
tune to lose. the greatest part of his property, the accumulation of
industry and economy, by the fiilure of a banker : but the friend-
shlp of Lord Macclesfield diminished the weight of the loss, by pro-
curing for him a sicecure place of considerable emolument.
The same nobleman, who was then Teller of the Exchequer, made
him an offer of a more lutrative sitdation; but he declined the
acceptance of it, as 4t would have imposedon him the obligation
of more official attendance, than was agreeable to 'his temper, or
compatible with his attachment to scientific pursuits.

In this retreat, he becainé acqudinted ‘with. Miss Mary Nix, the
youngest ‘daunghter of Geoige Nix, a cabinet-maker in London,
who, although of low extraction, had raised himself to eminence in
his profession, and, from the honest aud pleasant frankness of his
conversation, was admitted to the tables of the great, and to the
intimacy of Lord Macclesfield. The acquaintance of Mr. Jones
with Miss Nix, terminated in marriage; and, from this union,
sprang three children, the last of whom, the late Sir William Jones,
was born in London, on the eve of the festival of Saint Michael, in
the year 1746 ; and a few days after his birth was baptized by the
christian name of his father. The first son, George, died id his

infancy ;
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infancy; and the second child, a daughter, Mary, who was born
in 1736, married Mr. Rainsford, a merchant retired from business
in opulent circumstances. This lady perished miserably, ‘during
the year 1802, in consequence of an accident from her clothes
catching fire,

Mr, Jones survived the birth of his son Wilham but three years;
he was attacked with a disorder, which the sagacity of Dr. Mead,
who attended him with the anxiety of an affectionate friend, imme-
diately discovered to be a polypus in the heart, and wholly incurable.
This alarming secret was communicated to Mrs. Jones, who, from
an affectionate but mistaken motive, could never be induced to
discover it to her husband; and, on one occasion, displayed a
remarkable instance of self-command and address in the conceal-
ment of it.

A well-meaning friend, who knew his dangerous situation, had
written to him a long letter of condolence, replete with philosopluc
axioms on the brevity of life; Mrs. Jones, who opened the letter,
discovered the purport of it at a glance, and, being desired by her
husband to read it, composed in the moment another lecture so
clearly and rapidly, that he had no suspicion of the deception; and
this she did in a style so cheerful and entertamning, that it greatly
exhilarated him. He died soon after, in July 1749, leaving behind
him a great reputation and moderate property.

The history of men of letters is too often a melancholy detail of
human misery, exhibiting the unavailing struggles of genius and
learning against penury, and hfe consumed in fruitless expectation
of patronage and reward. We contemplate with satisfaction the
reverse of this picture in the history of Mr. Jones, as we trace him
in his progress from obscurity to’ distinction, and in his participation

of
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of the friendship and beneficence df the first'characters of the times.
Nor is it less’ grateful to remark that the attachment of his professed
friends did not expire with his life; after a proper interval, they
visited his widow, and vied in their offers of service to her; amongst
others to whom she was particularly obliged, I mention with re-
spect, Mr. Baker, author of a Treatise on the Improved ‘Microscope,
who afforded her important assistance, in arranging the collectxon
of shells, fossils, and other curiosities, left by her deceased husband

and in disposing of them to the best advantage.  The library of

Mr. Jones, by a bequest in his will, became the property of Lord
Macclesfield.

The compilers of the Biographical Dictionary, in their account of
Mr. Jones, have asserbed, that he bhad completed a mathematical
work of the first importance, and had sent the first sheet of it to
the press, when the mdxsposntxon, whlch terminated in 'his death,
obliged him' o discontinue the impression; that, a few days before
his demise, he “entrusted the manuscript, fairly transcribed by an
amanuensis, to the care of Lord Macclesfield, who promised to .
publish it, as well for the honour of the author, as for the benefit of
the family, to whom the' property of the work belonged. The Earl
survived hisfriend many years; butThe Introduction to the Mathematics
{the alleged title of the work) was' forgotten, and, after his death,
the manuscript was not to be found. There is no evidence in the
memoranda left by Sir William Jones, to confirm or disprove these
assertions. Such of the mathematical works of Mr. Jones as have
been published, are much admired for neatness, brevity, and
accaracy ®,

The

* In Hutton’s Philosophical D:cuoinry, we have the following enimeration of the
works of Mr. Jones :—

A New Compendium of the whole At of Navigation, small 8vo. 1702,
Synopsis
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The care of the education of William now devolved upon his
mother, who, in many respects, was eminently qualified for the task.
Her

Synopsis palmariorum Matheseos, or a new Introduction to the Mathematics, cone
taming the principles of anthmetic and geometry, demonstrated in’a short and easy
method, 8vo. 1706.

In the Philosophical Transactions .—~

A Compendious Disposition of Equations for exhubiting the Relations of Geometrical

Lines.

A Tract of Loganthms,

Account of a Person killed by Lightning 1n Tottenham-court Chapel, and 1ts Effectson
the Building.

Properties of Conic Sections, deduced by a compendious method.

He was also the editor of some mathematical works of Sir Isaac Newton, under the
title of  Analysis, per quantitatum’feries, flusiones, ac differentias: cum enumerafiane
linearum tertii ordims,”  °

In the hibrary of Trinity-college, Cambridge, some letters from Mr.Jones to Mr. Cotes,
who was at that time engaged m giving lectures at the college, are preserved. They
do not contain any matenal information : but having, with the permission of the college,
obtained coptes of them, by the polite assistance of Mr. Brown, I annex them to this
note, together with one from Mr. Cotes to Mr. Jones.

Letter fiom Mr. Jowes to Mr. Cores.
Sir, London, September 17th, 1711.

*  The paper concerning Sir Isaac Newton’s method of interpolation, which
you have been pleased to send me, being done so very neat, that it will be an injuiy ta
the curious 1n these things to be kept any longer without it ; therefore must desire that
you would grant me leave to publish 1t in the Philosophical Transactions. You may be
assured that T do not move this to you without Sir Isaac’s approbation, who Ifind 18 no
less willing to have 1t done “The new edition of the Principia 15 what we waut for with
great impatience, though at theé same ime I believe the book will be far more valuable
than if 1t had been done 12 a hurry, since I find the 1nterruptions are necessary, and such
as will render it complete.  'We bave nothing considerable 1 hand here at present, ouly
Mr. Demoire’s Treatise on Chances, which makes a whole transaction. He is very fond
ofit, and we may expect it well done. Mr. Raphson has printed off four or five sheéts
. of lus hustory of Fluxions, but being shewed Sir Isaac Newton’s (who 1t seems would
" *rather have them wuite aganst him, than have a piece done 1n that manner 1n his favour)

he got a stop put to 1t, for some ume at least. Dr. Halley has almost finished the printing
of
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Her character;. as delineated by her, husband with- somewhat of
mathematical precision, is this: “that she was, virtuous without
* blemish,

of the Greenwich Observations, which will be a work of good use, especially as it'1s now
freed from the, tufles it was loaded with. Sir, Thave.one thing which I would trouble you
with further, and that 1s, to let me know what lectures, or other papers of Sir Iseae
Newton’s, remain in your University unpublished. This may be done at your lessure. It
.would bé a great satisfaction to me, if I could be any way serviceable to you here at
London ; and should readily embrace any opportumty. to approve and express myself,
what I am exceedingly obliged to be,
. Your most affectionate friend,
And faithful servant,
WiLLiAM JoNES..

From the Samx to the SaxmE.

Sig, London, Oct. 25, 1TIT.

The favour of your account of Sir Isaac’s papers left at Cambridge, E

return you my hearty thanks for; and, as you have some further considerations about

the Doctrine of Differences, I am ‘assured that they cannot but be valuable; andifa

few instances of the application were given, perhaps-it would not be amiss. Having

tarried some time for & convenient opportumty, I was obliged to send you at last More-

ton's book by the carner, though it will only sausfy you that Dr. Gregory had buta very

slender hotion of the design, extent, and use of Lib. 8d of the Principia. I hope it will

not be long before you find lewsure to send me what you have further done on this curious

subject. ¢ No excuse must be made® against the publishing of them, since with, respectte

reputation, Idare suy it willbe no way to yeux disadvantage. .I have nothing of news

to send youw, ouly the Germans and French have in a violent mauner attacked the

phuesophy of iz Isaac Newton, and seem resolved to stand by Des Cartes. Mr. Keil,

s & person concerned, has undertaken. to defend and answer some things, as Dr. Friend

and Dr. Mead do in their way,. the rest. I would have sent you the whole controversy,

was I not sure that you know those only are most capable of objectng against us wnitings,

that least understand them. However, 1n a little tune, you .will see some of them
in the Philosophicel Transactions.,

Iam, Su,
Very much your friend and servant,
) WiLLiAM JoNEs.
ANSWER
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“"’b]emish, generous without extravagance, frugal but not- nig-
“ gard, cheerful but not giddy, close but not sullen, ingenious
’  but

Answer to the foregoing, by Mr Cotes.
Dcar Str,

1 have received Moreton’s book. I thank yon for the favour you did
me in sending it. T have looked over what relates to his way of interpolation ; but I find
@0 cause from thence to make any alteration. The controversy concerning Sir Isaac’s
phulosophy is a piece of news that I had not heard of. [ think that philosophy needs no
defence, especially when attacked by Cartesians. One Mr. Green, a fellow of Clare-
Hall, seems to have nearly the same design with those German and French objectants,
whom you mention. His book 18 now i our press, and almost fimshed I am told, he
will add an Appendix, in which he undertakes also to square the circle. I need not re-
commend his performance any further to you.

{am, Sir, yourobliged friend,
: And humble servant,
R. C.

From Mr. JoxEs to Mr. CotEs.

Dear Sz, London, Jan. 11, 1711-12.

I bave sent you here enclosed the copy of a letter, that I found

among Mr. Collins’s papers, from Sir Isaac Newton to one Mr. Smith. The contents

thereof seem in a great measure to bave relation to what you are about, as bemng the ap-

plication of the Doctrine of Differences to the making of tables, and for that reason I

thought it might be of use to you, so far as to see what has been done already. I shewed

this to Sir Isaac : he remembers that he applied it to all sorts of tables. I have more

papers of Mr Mercator’s, and others, upon this subjeét; though I think none so matenal

to your purpose s this. I should be very glad to see what you have done upon this subject

all published, and I must confess, that unless you design a large volume, it were much

better to put them into the Philosophical Transactions, for that would sufficiently preserve

them from being lost, which 18 the common fate of small single tracts, and at the same

time, to save the trouble and expense of printing them, since the sabject 1s 100 curious to

expect any profit from it ; and besides now, as the Royal Society having done themselves

the honour of choosing you a member, something from you cannot but be acceptable to

them. Sir Isaac himself expects these things of you, that I formerly mentioned to him
@s your promise,

I am, Sir, your much obliged friend, and humble servant,
WiLz1ax JoNEs.
From



SIR WILLIAM JONES. IT

« but ‘pot conceited, of spirit but not passionate, of her com-
“ pany cautious, io her friendship trusty, to her parents dutiful,
' “ and

From Mr. JonEes to Mr, Carts.
Siz; London, Feb. 6th, 1712-18.
. The Royal Society having ordered one of thewr books for you, and
another for Mr, Saunderson, also one for Trinity-College hibrary, and one for the Univer—
sity hbrary; L would not lase the oppartumty of paying you, my respects, by sending
them. I need not tell you, the ocpasion and. design of that collection. You will see-
readily, that it affords such hight concerning what it relates to, as could not easily have
been discovered any other wayj it also, shews, that your great predecessor, whose illus-
trious example I do’nt doubt but you follow, never employed hiy ume about things
ordinary. I have no mathematical intelligence ta send you, Mr. Keil thinks be bas
discovered a very easy and pracucal solution of the Keplereap, problem, If Mopeton's.
book is of no use to you, please, to send it to me, though I fear it will yield me but small
, having on for variety of modern solsutial meridian alutudes of the Sun,
such as may be depended upon. Helvetius, Flamstead, and the French observations,.
seem defective. I should be glad to be 1nformed where I can be supphed best. T am.
eatremely pleased to find thét Su Isaac’s book 1s so near being finished ; and it is not less.
agreeable to me to hear, that your own buck is in such forwardness. You are much’in
the night of 1t to print your lectures and other papers, in a book by itself: it is better than.
to have them lie up and down among other things. What I formerly proposed as to the
putting of thangs 1n. the Philosophical Transaetions, 15 only fit for a sheet or two, but nab
exceeding that, I very much loug 10 see these valuable pieces, and hope you will let me

koow 1a what 1ime I may expect them,——Do me the justice to believe, that I am, with
all sincenty,

Your most humble servant,
‘WicLiaM JoNES

From the SAuE to the Samx.
Sz, Londony dpril 29k, 1719,
Ever since I received your very kind letter, and Moreton’s baok, ¥
wailed for en apportunity of sending you some old‘manuscripts I had by me, and at fast
am obliged to venture‘them by the earvier. They relate, in some mepsure, to the method
of Dufferences: the folio one, I find, was written by one Nath, Torperly, a Shropshire
man, who, when young, was amanuensis to Vieta, but afterwards writ against him.
He was cotemporary with Briggs, The book, I think, can be of no other use to you.
than in what relates to the history of that method, and mn having the satisfaction of seeing
what
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“and to her husband’ ever faithful, loving, and obedient.” She
bad by nature a strong understanding, which.was mmproved by his
conversation and instruction. Under his tuition she became a
considerable proficient 1n Algebra, and with a view to qualify-herself
for the office of preceptor to her sister’s son, who was destined to a
maritime profession, made herself peifect in Tiigonometry, aud the
Theory of Navigation. Mrs. Jones, after the death of her husband,
was urgently and repeatedly solicited, by the Countess of Maccles-
field, to remain at Sherborne Castle; but having formed a plan

what has been formerly done on that subject, T am mughtily pleased to see the end of
the Principra, and return you many thanks for the mstructive index, that you have taken
the pains to add, and hope 1t will not be long before we shall see the beginning of that
noble book. I shall be 1n some pain tll I hear that you have received my old manu-
script, it being a favourite purely on account of some extravagancies in it, but I shall
hink it safe 1n your hands.
I am, Sir,
Your affectionate friend, and humble seivant,
Wirniam Jones.

From the SAME to the SamE.

Dcar Sig, N London, July 11th, 1713.

- It is nnpossible to represent to you, with what pleasure I received

your inestimable present of the Principia, and am much concerned to find myself so

deeply charged with obligations to you, and such I fear as all my future endeavours will

never be able to requite. This edition 13 1ndeed exceedingly beautiful, and interspersed

with gieat varety of admirable discoveries so very natural to its great author , butit s
more so from the additional advantage of your excellent preface, which I wish much to get -

published 1n some of the foreign journals; and since a better accouat of this book cannot

be given, I suppose it will oot be difficult to get it done. Now, this great task bemng

done, I hope you will think of publshing your papers, and not let such valuable preces

lie by. Asto what you mentioned i1n your last, concerning my old manuscripts, though

for .my part I know of nothiog worth your notice publicly in them, but, if you do find

any, the end of my sending them is the better answered ; and you know that you may

do as you please,
youp I am, S,

‘Your most obedient servant,
WiLLiaM JONES.
for
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for the edncation’of her son, with an unalterable .determination to:’
pursue it, .and being ,apprehensive that her residence at Sherborne!
might interfere with: the execution of it, she declined accepting the;
friendly invitation of the Countess, who never ceased to retain the
most affectionate regard for her. -

In the plan adopted by Mrs. Jones for the instruction of hers on,’
she, proposed to: reject the-severity of -discipline, and to-lead his-
mind insensibly to knowledge and exertion, by exciting his curiosity,’
and directing it to useful objetts. "To his incessant importunities
for information on casual topics.of conversation, which she ‘watch-’
fﬁlly stimulated, she constantly replied, read, and you will know; a
maxim, to the observance of which he always acknowledged him-i
self indebted for his future attainments. By this method, his desire to’
learn became as eager as her wish to teach; and such was ber talent:
of instruction, and his facility of retaining it, that in his fourth year
he was able to read, distinctly and rapidly, any Englsh book. She:
particularly attended at the same time to the cultivation.of his:
memory, by making him learn and repeat some of the popular
speeches in Shakespeare, and the best of Gay’s Fables.

If, from the subsequent eminence' of: Sir William -Jones, any:
general conclusion should be eagerly drawn in favour of early tuition,
we must not forget to advert to; the-uncommon talents both of the,
pupil and the teacher. .

In common cases, premature instruction has often been found to
retard, rather' than accelerate, the progress of the intellectuat
faculties; apd the success of it so much depends upon the judgment
of the tutor, and the capacity,of the scholar, upon the skill of the
one, as well as upan the disposition and powers of the other,that
itis impossible ta prescribe a general . rule, when instruction onght

to
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to begin, or a general made, by which it should be counveyed;
the determination in both cases must be left to the discretion of
parents, wha ought to be the most competent to decide.

In this year of hus life, Jones providentially escaped from two
accidents, one of which had nearly proved fatal to his sight, the
other to his life. Being left alone in a rcom, in attempting to
scrape some soot from the chimney, he fell inta the fire, and his
clothes were instantly wn flames: his cries brought the servants to
lus assistance, and he was preserved with some difficulty; but his
face, neck, and arms, were much burnt. A short time afterwards,
when his attendants were putting on his clotbes, which were impru-
dently fastened with hooks, he struggled, either in play, er in some
childish pet, and a hook was fised in bis right eye. By due care,
under the directions of Dr. Mead, whose friendship with bis famly
continued unabated after his father’s death, the wound was healed ;
but the eye was so much weakened, that the sight of it ever
remained imperfect.

His propensity toreading, whichhad begun to display itself, was
for a time checked by these accidents; but the habit was acquired,
and after his‘recovery he indulged it without restraint, by perusing
eagerly any books that came in his way, and with an attention
proportioned to his ability to comprehend them. In his fifth year,
as he was one morning turning over the leaves of a Bible in his
mother’s closet, his attention was forcibly arrested by the subhme
description of the angel in the tenth chapter of the Apocalypse,
and the impression which his imagination received from it was
pever effaced. At a period of mature judgment, he considered the
passage as equal in sublimity to any in the inspired writers, and
far .superior to any that could be produced from mere human
compositions; and be was fond of retracing and mentjoning the

rapture



S1B WILLIAM JONES. 15

rapture whicli he felt, when he first read it. In his sixth year, by
the assistance of a friend,he was initiated in the tudiments of the
Latin grammar, and he committed some passages-of it to memory 3
but the dull elements of a new language having nothing to capti-
vate his childish attention, he 'made little progress in i ; nor was he
encouraged to perseverance by his mother, who, intenditg him for
a: public’ education, was unwilling to perplex his mind with the
study of a' dead lahiguage, before he bad acqulréd ) competent
knowledge of hi$ native tongue., '

At chhaelmas 1753, in the close of his seventh year, hé was
placed at Harrow School, of which the worthy and amiable Dr.
Thackeray was then head master. The amusements’ and occupat
tions of a school-boy are of little importance to the public; yet it
cannot be umnterestmg, or uninstructive, to trace the progress of a
youth of genius and abilities, from his earliest efforts to that
proficiency in universal literature which he afterwards attalned.
During the two fitst years of his residence at Hartow, he was
rather remarked for diligence and apphcatlon, than for the supe=
tiority of his:talents,’ ot the extent of: his acquisitions; and' his
attention was almost equally divided between his books and a littlé
garden, the cultivation ard ¢mbellishment of which o¢cupied all his
leisuré hours. His faculties however hecessarily gained strength by
exercise; and during his sthool vacations, the sedulity of a fond
patent was without intermission exerted to improve his knowledge
of his own language. She also taught him the tudiments of
drawing, in which she excelled. - °

In his ninth year, he had the misfortune to break his thigh-boné
in & scramble with his school-fellows, and this accident detained
kitn frém school twelve months. Aftet his relief from pain, how«
4ver, the period of his confinemént was not suffered to pass in

indolence ;
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indolence; his mother was his constant companion, and amused
him daily with, the perusal of such Englsh books, as she deemed
adapted to his taste and capacity. The juvenile poems of Pope,
and Dryden’s Translation of the Zneid, afforded hum incessant
, delight, and excited hus poetical talents, which displayed themselves
1n the composition of, verses in imitation of lus favourite authors.
But his progress in classical learning, during this interval, was al-
together suspended ; for although he might have availed himself of
the proffered wnstruction of a friend, in whose house he resided, to
acquire the rudiments of Latin, he was then so unable to compre-
hend 1ts utibty, and had so httle. relish for it, that he was left
unrestrained to pursue his juvenile occupations and amusements,
and the little which he had gained in his two first years, was nearly
lost in the third,

On his return to school, he was however placed in the same

" class which he would have attained, if the progress of his studies
had not been interrupted, He was of course far behind his fellow-
Jabouyrers of the same standing, who erroneously ascribed his insuf-
ficiency to, laziness or dulness, while the master who had raised him
to a situation above his powers, required exertions of which he was
incapable, and corporal punishment and, degradation were applied,
for the non-performance of tasks, which he had never been in-
structed to furnish. But in truth he far excelled his school-fellows
in general, both in diligence and quickness of apprehension; nor
was he of a temper’ to submit to imputations, which he knew to be
unmerited. Panishment failed to produce the intended effect; but
his emulation was roused. He devoted himself incessantly to the
perusal of various elementary treatises, which had never been ex-
plained nor even recommended to him; and having thus acquired
principles, he applied them with such skill and success, thatn a
few months he not only recovered the station from which he had
been
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been degraded, but was at the head of his class: his compositions
were correct, his analysis accurate, and he ‘uniformly gained every
prize offered for the best exercise. He voluntarily extended his
studies beyond the prescribed limits, and, by solitafy labour, having
acquired a competent knowledge of the rules of prosody, he com~
posed verses in.imitation of Ovid; a task, ‘which had never been
required from any of the students in the lower school at Harrow.

The behaviour of the master to Jones, made an'impression on
his mind, which he ever remembered with abhorrence. Little doubt
can be entertained, that he might have been stimulated to equal
exertions, if encouragement had been substituted for severity, and
instruction for disgrace. The accumulation of punishment for his
inability to soar, hefore he had been taught to fly, (I use his own
expression) might have rendered the feelings callous; and a sense
of the injustice attending the. infliction of it, was calculated to
destroy the respect due to magisterial authority, and its influence
over the scholar. Itis a material and perhaps unavoidable defect
in the system of education at public schools, that ‘the necessity of
regulating instruction by general rules, must often preclude that at-
tention to the tempers and capacities of individuals, by which their
attainments might be essentially’ promoted.

In his twelfth year, Jones was moved into* the ilp' er school. ~Of
the retentive powers of his memory at this period, the following
anecdote is a remarkable instance. His school-Tellows proposed to
amuse themselves with the representation of a play; and at his
recommendation they fixed upon the Tempest : as it was not readily
to be procured, he wrote it for them 'so correctly from memory,
that they acted it with great satisfaction to themselyes, and with
considerable entertainment to the'spectators.” He performed the
character of Prospero. .

D His
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His diligence increased with his advancement in the school : he
now entered upon the study of the Greek tongue, the characters of
which be had already learned for his amusement. His genius and
assiduity were also.displayed in .various compositions, not required
by the discipline of the school. He translated into English verse
several of the epistles ‘of Qvid, rall the pastorals of Virgil, and com-
posed a dramatic piece on the story of Meleager, which he
denominated a tragedy ; and it was acted, during the vacation, by
some of hig school-fellows with whom he was most intimate. In
his own play, he performed the part of the hero.

A eopy of this little composition, inaccurately transcribed by a
relation, has been preserved; and to gratify that curiosity which the
mention of it may have excited, I seleet from it the following

lines®

ATALANTA (speaks).

Sull Piscord raves, Dellona fiercely storms,

Mars calls, and Caledomans exclaim,

Althza, fraught with ire, forgets her son,

And meditates fierce vengeance in her heart.

At Dian’s sacred shnne a billet lies,

On which depends the hife of Meleager.

Thus, stern Althea spied,—then fury fir'd

Her furious mind ;—~she knew the fate’s decree +—
Thricg did she rave, and thrice repress'd her hand §
Atlength she threw the billet on the fre,

Which gently gather'd round its impious prey;
And now 1n absent, flames the bero burns.

Wildly be stares ; his glaring eye-balls sink
Beneath their sockets, and omut their Light.

His shiver’d hair hangs dangling o'er bis face ;
He rends his silken vest, and wrings his hands,
And groans, possess'd-with agomzing pain.

These
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w- These juvenile: eflorts:cantributed to éstablish the influence and
, veputation: of Jonesiin .the, schools and the success with which ;his
studies'had -latterly beer pursued;s left him. noireason td regret the
disadvantages under which be had at first. Jaboured. His improve-
ment in the knowledge of prosody was truly extraordinary ; he scod
acquired g proficiency in all .theivarieties of Roman metre, so that
he was "able: to: scan’ the trachaic and.iambic verses.of Terence;
before his companions even suspected that they were any-thing but
mere prose: - He also learned to tastes the elégance waf :that writer}
and was frequently heard to repeat wuh particular satisfaction the
rule in the Andria:

~ 'Facile omney perferce, et paty;
, Nunquam preeponens se allig,

Such wWas the .extent, of his at.tamments, a.nd such his faclhty
of composltxon, that . for two years: he wrote the exercxses of many
boys in the'two superior classes, who often\,qbtamed credit for per-
formances to which they had no title, whilst the students in the
same class with hiumself were happy to become his pupils. During
the' holidays, .bis studies” were, varied, but 20t telaxed;, in , these
intervals, he.learned the rudiments;of French and arithmetic, and
was particularly gratified with an invitation tp attend the meetings:
of learned and ingenious men, at the house of that amiable philo-
_sopher,' Mr. Baker, and his friend, Mn Pond. As an introdurtion'to
the knowledge of the subJects discussed in this liferary socxety‘, by"
the particular recommendation of his mother, 'he read’ tbe Spectacle,
de la Nature : he acknowledged,. however,, that he .Wa& more enter-
tained with the Arabian Tales, agd Shakespeare, whose poems and:
plays he repeatedly perused with increased delight. '

In the usoal recreations of his school-fel]ows at Ha.rrow, J' ones ,
was racely a partaker., and, the Louss which they; allotted to amuse-
ment, he generally devoted to 1mprovement. The following anec-

dote’
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dote strongly indicates the turn of his mind, and the impression
made by his studies. He invented a political play, in which Dr.
‘William Bennet*, Bishop of Cloyne, and the celebrated Dy. Parr, -
were his principal associates. They divided the fields in the neigh-
bourhood of Harrow, according to a map of Greece, into states and
kingdoms ; each fixed upon one as his dominion, and assumed an
ancient name. Some of their school-fellows consented to be styled
barbarians, who were to invade their territories and attack their
hillocks, which were denominated fortresses. The chiefs vigorously
defended their respective domains against the incursions of the
enemy; and in these imifative wars, the young statesmen held
councils, made vehement harangues, and composed memorials, al}
doubtless very boyish, but calculated to fill their minds with ideas
of legislation and civil government. Irf tlese unusual amuséments,
Jones was ever the leader: and he might justly have appropriated
to himself the words of Catullus;
Ego gymnasii flos, ego decus olels

Dr.' Thackeray retired from the superintendance of the school at
Hatrow, when his pupil had attained his fifteenth year. It wasa
singular trait in the character of this good man and respectable

* The Bishop of Cloyne, in a letter to the Dean of St. Asaph, dated November 1793,
mentions Sir William Jones in terms of respect and affection :—* [ knew him (be wrnites) ™
“ from the early age of eight or nine, and he was always an uncommon boy. Great
 abihties, great particulanty of thinking, fondness for writing verses and plays of various
“ kinds, and & degree of integrity wd manly courage, of which I remember many
¢ mstances, distingwmshed him even at that period. I loved fum and re‘vered him, aund,
“ though one or two years older than he was, was always mstructed by bun from my
“ earhest age, - .

“ In a word, I can only say of this amiable and wonderful man, that he had more*
* virtues, and less faults, than I ever yet saw in any human being, and that the good-
* riess of hig head, admirable as 1t wes, was exceeded by that of bis heart. 1 have never
* ceased to admire him from the moment I first saw him; and my esteem for his great
# Quabities, and regret for his loss, will only end with my Life.”

tator,



SIR'WILLIAM JONESs 21

tutor, that he never applauded the best tompositions of his scholars,
from & tnotion which- he.had adopted, that praise only tended to
make them vain or idle.; But the opinion which he gave of Jones,
inf private'was, that.he was &' boy of so active a mind, that if he
were left naked and : friendless : on Salisbury Plain, he would never-
theless find the road to fame and riches.

. Dr. Thackeray was succeeded. by Dr, Sumner; and for his infor-
mation of the course of study pursued ‘at- Harraw,..a plan of the
lectures and exercises in the upper school was accurately delineated
by Jones,- at the suggestion of the principal assistant, who presented
it to the new master, ‘with mapy encomiums on the talents of his
favourite scholar. He annexed to it a ¢ollection of his compositions,.
including his translation.of the pastorals of Virgil. Dr..Sumner
quickly distinguishéd him; and .ofthe two' complete, years which
he passed under that excellent instructor, it js sufficient, to fay, that.
he employed them in reading and imitating the best ancient
authors; nor.did he confine himself merely to the compositions of
Greece and Rome; he’ learned: the Arabic:characters, ‘and studied
the Hebrew language sufficiently to énable him to read some of thé.
Psalms in the original. His ardour for knowledge was so unlimited,
that he fiequently devoted -whole nights to study, taking eoffee or
tea as an antidote to drowsiness; and " his’ :mpr‘oveménﬂ by these
extraordinary exertions was so rapid; that he soon ' became the prime
favourite of his master, wha with an excusable partiality was heard
to declare, that Jones knew more Greek than himself, and was a
greater proﬁc:ent in the idiom of that language: - -Nor was he less'a
favourite with his fellow-stadents than with' his master. He acquired
populanty with them, by the frequent hohdays that rewarded the
‘excellence ‘of his compositions.: -His reputation at, the same time
was so ‘extensive, that he was often flattered by the enqmnes of
* strangers, under the title of the Great Schotar.

Of
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Of his juvenile compositions in prose and verse, the early fruits
of rare talents and unbounded industry, some have been printed
in the fragment of a work which he began at schaol and entjtled
Limon¥*, in imitation of Cicero, ' Duning the last months of his
residence at Hayrow,. Dr. Sumner not only dispensed snth his at-
tendance at school, but was obliged to.interdict his application, im
consequence of a weakness of sight contracted by it. His com-
positions .were not .however discontinued;: and he obtained the
assistance of the younger students to wnte them from his dictation.
He employed the intervals of .suspended .duty, .which he was
reluctantly compelled to admt, in learning chess, by practising the
games of Philidor.

During the vacations, his application was. directed to improve
his knowledge of French, and. arithmetie, ta which he.also added
the study of. the Italian.. Books fle had. always at command; for
his mother, who,contemplated with delight.the progress of her son,
with a wise hiberality allowed him, nolumited:credit on her purse.
But of this indulgence,.as he knew, that her finances were restricted,
he availed bimself no, further than t6 purchase such books as were
essential to his improvement. .

I shall here transcribe, wjthpu(; alteration - or omission, a, letter
which the young student, at the age of, fourteen, -wrote, to. hig sister,
to console, her for the death of a friend,

Dear SI1sTER,
. When .1 received your letter,; I, was very
concerned to‘ hear the death of yopr friend Mr. Reynplds,. whichy
I consider as a piece'of affliction common to us both. For although,

* Works of Sir William Jones, vol. i1. p, 627,

mmy
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my knowledge of his:mante ror character is. of nglong date, and
though L never had any-personal acquaihtancewith.him, yet (as yow
observe) e, ought..taregret the loss' of every honourable man 3 and:
if I bad .the. pleasure-of "your conversation, I ‘would ‘certainly give
yon any consolatoryiadvice that Jay in.my power, and make it my’
business {o convince you what! a real share I.take-in your chagrin.’
'Ahd. yet. to reason philosophicallyy I vannot help thinking any grief
upon a petson’s death. very'.superfluous, and: inconsistent' witl
sense; for what is the cause:of oursorrow 2. Is it because we hates
the person deceased 2 -:thatiwere tos imply ‘strange ' confradiction,: o/
express.ouryjoy: by :the: commdn signs of sorrow.- - If, on‘thé other
hand,. tve grieve for one who was dear to us, 1 should reply that we
should, .on the contraryy rejoice at his having Teft d state so perilous’
and uncertain as-life ds.. The dommon strain is ;- "Tis' pity so virv
“ tuous & man.should die I-but I assert the contrary ; and whea I
hear the ideath-of a person of ment,: T eanhof: -help refle¢tirig, how
happy he .must be whoinow takes: the .reward: ‘of his excellencies,
withaut -the::possibility. wof. fallingi'away from: them and losing the
virtue which he professed,ron whoser character déathi has ﬁxed a
kind of seal,«and placed him: out of. the réach of vice and infamy ('
for death, only closes & man’s reputation,-and deterniines it as tither
good. or bad: . On thie contrary, in lifenothing is certain ;* whilst any
one is liable tol.alteration; we may pdssibly be forced to' retract our
esteem for him, and some tithe or other he 'may appear to us, as'
under a different light than what he does at present; for the life”
of no man can be: pronouriced either happy or miserable, virtuous
or abandoned, before.i€he coriclusionr of it. It 'was upon this ve-
flection, that Salon, being asked by Craesus, a monarch of immense
iches, who+ was. the happiest man? awsweied, After your death’'I
shall be able to' dete?mine,' * Besides)though & ten should pursue a
constant and determinate course-of virtue, ‘though. he' were to keep
aregular symmetry and uniformity‘in his actions, and preserve the,
beauty
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beauty of Lis reputation to the last, yet (while he lives) his very
virtue may incur some evil imputation, and provoke a thousand
murmurs of detraction ; for, believe me, my dear sister, there is no
instance of any virtue, or social excellence, which has not excited
the envy of innumerable assailants, whose acrimony 1s raised barely
by seemng others pleased, and by hearing commendation which
another enjoys. It is not easy in this.life for any man td escape
¢ensure ; and infamy requires very little labour to assist its circula-
tion. But there is a kind of sanction in the characters of the dead,
which gives due force and reward to their' merits, and defends them
from the suggestions of calumny: But to return to the point; what
reason is there to disturb yourself on this melancholy occasion? do
but reflect tbat thousands die every moment of time, that even
while we speak, some unhappy wretch or other is either pining with
hunger, or pinched with poverty, sometimes giving up his life to
the point of the sword, torn. with convulsive agonies, and under-
going many museries which it were superfluous to mentien. We
should therefore compare our afflictions with those who are more
miserable, and not with those who are more happy. I am ashamed
to add more, lest I should seem to mistrust your prudence; but
next week, when I understand your mind is more composed, I
shall write you word how all things go here.. I 'designed to write
you this letter in French, but I. thoyght I could express my
thoughts with more energy, in my own language.

I come now, after a long interval, to mention some more private
circumstances. Pray give my duty to my Mamma, and thank her
for my shirts. They fit, in my opinion, very well; though Biddy
says they are too little jn the arms. You may expect a letter from
me every day in the week till I come home; for.Mrs. Biscoe has
desired it, and has given me some franks., When you see her, you

may tell her that her little boy sends his duty to her, and Mr.
: Biscoe
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Biscoe his love to his sister, and desires to be remembered t:Miss
Cleeve ; he also sends his compliments to my Mamma and you,
Upon my word I never thought our.: bleak air would have sogood -
an effect upon him. His complexion is now ruddy, which before
was sallow and pale, and he is indeed much grown: but I now
speak of trifles, I mean in comparisor of his learning ; -and indeed
he takes that with wonderful acuteness; besides, his excessive high
spirits. increase mine, and give me eomfort, since, after Parnell’s
departure, he is almost. the enly company I keep. As for news;
the only article I know is, that Mrs. Par is dead and buried. Mr. and -
Mrs. Sumner are: well =, the latter thanks you for bringing the letter
from 'your old acquaintance, and the former has made me an
elegant present... I am now very much taken up with study; am to
speak.Antony’s speech in Shakespeare’s Julius Ceesar (which play<I
willread to you when I come %o town), -and am this week to make
a declamation. I add no more than the sincere well-wishes of your
faithful friend, ; )
- ‘ And affectionate brother,
’ .Wirziam Jonss.

I€ I am not deceived by my partiality for the memory of Sir
William Jones, this letter will be perused with interest by the puLlic.
The topics selected for the consolation of his sister; are not indeed
of the most novel nature, nor the best adapted to afford it; and we
may smile at the gravity of the young moralist, contrasted with the
familiarity of the circumstances detailed in the latter part of the
epistle, which I found, no disposition to reject: but the letter, as
it stands, will furnish no contemptible: proof of -his talents and fra-
ternal affection, and may serve as a standard of comparison -to
pareats, for estimating the abilities of their own children.

B The
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’}he period of tuition under Dr. Samner 'passed rapidly, to the
mutual satisfaction of the master and scholar, until Jones had
reached his seventeenth year; when it was determined to remove
him to one of the Universities, This determination was not adopted
without much hesitation ; for it had been strongly recommended to
his mother, by Sergeant Prune, and other Lawyers, to place him, at '
the age of sixteen, in the office of some eminent special pleader:
and they supported their recommendation by an observation, equally
flattering to him, and tempting to his mother, that his talents,
united with such indefatigable " industry, must ensure the most
brilliant success, and consequently the acquisition of wealth and
reputation. It is asingular proof of his curiosity to explore unusual
tracks of learning, that, at this early age, he had perused the
Abridgement of Coke’s Institutes, by Ireland, with so much attention,
that be frequently amused the legal friends of his mother, by
reasoning with them on old cases, which were supposed to be
confined to the learned in the profession. The law, however, at
that time, had httle attraction for him; and he felt 10 inclination
to renounce his Demosthenes and Cicero for the pleadings in
Westminster-Hall. His disgust to the study of the law bad also
been particularly excited, by the perusal of some old and inaccu-
rate abridgement of law-cases in barbarous Latin. This disinclination
on his part, the solicitude of Dr. Sumner, that he should devote
some years to the completion of his studies at the University, and
the objections of his mother, founded on reasons of economy, to a
profession which could not be pursued without considerable expense,
fixed her decision “gainst the advice of her legal friends. The
choice of an University was also the occasion of some discussion.
Cambridge was recommended by Dr. Sumner, who had recerved
his education there : but Dr. Glasse, who had private pupils at
Harrow, and had always distinguished Jones by the kindest atten-

tion,
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tion, recommended Oxford His choice was adopted by Mrs.
Jones, who, ‘in compllance with the wishes of her son, had detes-
mined to reside at the University with him, and greatly preferred
the situation of Oxford.

In the Spring of 1764, he went to the University for the purpose
of being matriculated and entered at College®: but he refurned to
Harfow for a few months, that he might finish’'a course of lectures,
which hé had just begun, and in which he had beew highly interested
by the' learning, eloquence, taste, and sagacity, of his excellent
istructor, They separated soon after with mutual regret, and id
the followmg term he fixed himself at Oxford. "

The name of Jones was long remembered at Harrow, with the
respect. due-tb his superior_talgnts and unrivalled ‘erudition; and
he was frequently quated by Dr. Sumner, as the ornament of his
schéol, and as an example for imitation. He bad not only distin-
guished himself by the extent of his classical attainments, and his
poetical compositions, but by the eloquence of bis declamations,
snd the masterly manner in which they were delivered. In‘the
varied talents which constitute an orator, Dr. Sumner himself
cxcelled; and his pupil had equally benefited by Lis exdmple and
instruction. In the behaviour of Jones towards his school-fellows,
he never ‘exhibited that tyranny, ‘which in the latger seminaries of
learning is sometimes practised by the senior, over the younger stu-
dents. His. disposition equally revolted at the exercise-or sufferance
of oppression; and he early exhibited a mind, strongly impressed
thh. those moral dlstmcuons which he ever. retained. Of the fiiend>

. o .

» The follovnng is the form of his ndnusslon jato Uni y College,cop fmm bis

own writing:—Ego Gulielmus Jones, filns unicus Gylielmi Jones. Armigeri, de civitate

Lond. lubens subseribe sub tumnme Mnglsm Betts, et Magistri Coulson, annos natys
septendecun

ships
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ships which he contracted at school, many were afterwards cultivated
with reciprocal affection; and arhong the friends of his early years,
some still survive, who remember his virtues with delight, and
deplore his loss.

His friend Parnell, whose departure from school he laments in
the letter to his sister, was the late Sir John Parnell, who held the
office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, in Ireland. His testimony
of the merits, capacity, and proficiency of his friend and fellow-
student, at Harrow, extracted from a memorandam, which he gave

“to Lady Jones, will confirm my own account of him:—* The early
« period of life 15 not usually marked by extraordinary anecdote:
“ but small circumstances become interesting, when we can trace in
# them the first principles of virtue, and the first symptoms of those
¢ talents which afterwards so eminently distmnguished the character
¢ of Sir William Jones. He gave very early proofs of his possessing
¢ very extraordinary -abilities. His industry was very great, and his
« love of literature was the result of disposition, and net of submis-
“sion to control. He excelled principally in his knowledge of
“ the Greek language. His compositions were distinguished by his
« precise application of every word, agreeably to the most strict
% classical authority. He imitated the choruses of Sophocles so
« guccessfully, that his writings seemed to be original Greek com-
“ positions; and he was attentive even in writing the Greek
* characters with great correctness. His tune being employed in
“ study, prevented his joining in those plays and amusements which

* % occupied the time of his other school-fellows: but it induced no
¢ other singularity in his manners; they were mild, conciliating,
¢ and cheerful. 'When I first knew him, about the year 1761, he
“ amused himself with the study of botany, and in collecting fossils.
“In general, the same pursuits which gave employment fo his
“ mature understanding, were the first objects of his youthful

% attention,
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s attention. The same disposition formed .the most distinguished
« features at an early, andat a late period of his Lfe. A decision
« of mind, and a strict attachment to.virtue, an enthusiastic love of
« liberty, an uniform spirit of philanthropy, were the characteristics
“ of his;jouth, and of his manhood: he did no act, he used no
¢ expression, which did not justify these assertions.”

A collection of English poems; composed- by Mr. Jones, at
Harrow, was presented by hini to,his friend. Parriell, in 1763: The
first and longest of the collection, containing more than three
hundred and .thirty lines, is.entitled Prolusions, and is.a’ critique
on the various styles of pastoral writers. This. was written by Mr.
Jones, at the age of fifteen, and is the original of the poem, which he
afterwards published under the title of Arcadia®

The variations between his first attempt and subsequent publica-
tion are very considerable. In his earliest composition, he makes
Menalcas, who represents Theocritus, .the father of pastoral poetry,
adopt the language of Chaucer,. as the only model he could take
for a specimen of the English Doric. Spenser speaks in his own
dialect, and, as the poet says,

Masks in the roughest weil the sweetest song.s

In the original essay, Mr. Jones gives the prize to Tityrus, or
Virgil: but, in the latter, Theocritus divides the kingdom of Arcadia
between Virgil and Spenser, and assigns to them his two daughters,
Daphne and Hyla, by whom hé understands the two sorts of
pastoral poetry ; the one‘efegant and pplishéd, the other simple and
unadorned, in both which Theocritus excels.

* Works, vol.av. pi 478,

The
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. Theremaining poems in the collection, consist of translations and
imitations of Horace, Sophocles, and Theocnitus; Saul and David,
an Ode; and a Satire on the inordinate Love of Novelty.

A manuscript of these poems, in the hand-writing of Mr. Jones,
was presented to Lady Jones, by Sir John Parnell, a few weeks
only before his death. Iselectas aspecimen of Mr. Jones’s poetical
talents, at the age of fourteen, the shortest in the collection, in
imitation of a well known Ode of Horace*, and addressed to his
friend Parnell :— ’

How quickly fades the vital flow'r!

Alas, my fniend? each silent hour
Steals unperceiv’d away:

The early joys of blooming youth,

Sweet 1nnocence, and dove-ey’'d truth,
Are destin’d to decay.

Can zeal, drear Pluto’s wrath restrain?
No, tho’ an homly victim stain
His hallow’d shrine with blood,
Fate will recal her doom for none ;
The sceptred king must’leave hus thirone,
To pass the Stygian flood.

In vain, my Parpell, wrapt in ease,

‘We shan the merchant.marnng seas ;
In vain we fly from wars;

In vain we shun th’ autumnal blast;

(The slow Cocytus must be pass'd ;)
How needless are our cares!

Our house, our land, our shadowy grove,,
The vefy mistress of our love,
* Ah me, we soon must leave!
Of all our trees, the hated boughs
Of Cypress shall alone diffuse |
Their fragrance o’er our grave.

* Ode 14. 1ib. i1
To



© §IR WILLIAM JONES. 31

To others shall we then resign
The num’rous casks pf sparkling wine,
' Which, frugal, now we store 3
‘With them a more deservgng herr,
(Is this our labour, thiseurcare?)
..+ Shall stam the stuceo fioor. . i
, o \ , 1760.

The new situation of Mr. Jones, at the University, did not atfirst
correspond with his expectations. Under the tuition of a master, .
who saw with admiration his capacity and apphcatnoq, who was
anxious, to assist his exertxons, and rewarded lbeu‘ success with
uolimited applause, s ardour for learning had been raised to a
degree of enthusiasm; at the University, he expected to find a
Sumner or Askew, in every master of arts, and generally the same
passion for literature, which he had himself imbibed. It was evident
that such extravagant expectations must be disappointed; and
from the pubhc lectures, he derived little gratlﬁcatwn or instruction ;
they were much below the standard of his attainments, and, in fact,
were considered as merely formal; and, instead of pure principles*
on subjects of taste, on rhetoric, poetry, and practical morals, ke
complained that he was required to attend dull comments on artificial
ethics, and logic detailed in such barbarous Latin, that he professed
to know as little of it as he then knew of Arabic. The only logic
then in fashion was that of the schools; and in a memorandum
‘written by hiraself, which is my authority for these remarks, I find
an anecdote related of one of the fellows, who was reaamg Locke
with his own pupils, that he carefully passed over every passage in:
which that great metaphysician derides the whole system.

With the advice of Dr. Sumner, be was preparing for the press
his Greek and Latin compositions, including a Comedy, written in «
the language and measures of Aristophanes. But his solicitude to-

: .appear
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appear as an author, was perhaps prudently checked by the ad-
vice of other friends; and the proposed publication from which he
expected an increase of reputation, was reluctantly postponed.
This comedy, which bears the title of Moimo, still exists, but in a
state of such mutilation, from the depredations of worms and time,
that 1t cannot be published without very copious conjectural emen-

dations.

After the residence of a few months at the University, on the S1st
of October, 1764, Mr. Jones was unanimously elected one of the
four scholars on the foundation of Sir Simon Bennett, to whose
munificence he 'was ever proud to acknowledge his obligations.
The prospect of a fellowship, to which he looked with natural im-
patience, was however remote, as he had three seniors.

His partiality for Oriental literature now began to display itself in
the study of the Arabic, to which he was strongly incited by the
exdample and encouragement of a fellow-student, of great worth and
. abilities, who had acquired some knowledge in that celebrated lan-
guage, and offered him the use of the best books, with which he
was well provided. In acquiring the pronunciation, he was assisted
by a native of Aleppo, who spoke and wrote the vulgar Arabic
fluently, but was without any pretensions to the character of a
scholar. Mr. Jones accidentally discovered him in London, where
he usually passed his vacations, and prevailed upon him to accom-
pany him to Oxford, under a promise of maintaining him there.
This promise he was obliged exclusively to fulfil for several months,
at an expense which his finances could ill afford, being disappointed
in the hopes which he had entertained, that some of his brother
collegians might be inclined to avail themselves of the assistance
of the Syrian, and participate with him in the expense of his

maintenance.
The
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' The disgust expressed by Mr. Jones after his first introduction
into the University soon subsided, and his time now passed with
great satisfaction to himself. He found in it, all the means and
opportunity of instruction which’he could wish; and adopted that
respectful attachment toit, which he ever after retained. His
college tuters, who saw that all his hours were devoted to improve-
ment, dispensed with his attendance on their lectures, alleging
with equal trath and civility, that he could employ his time to
more advantage. Their expectations were not disappointed: he
perused with great assiduity all the Greek poets and historians of
note, and the entire works of Plato and Lucian, with a vast appa~
ratus of commentaries on them; cdnstantly readmg with a pen in
. his hand, making remarks, and composing in imitation of his
favourite' authors. Some portion of every morning he allotted to
Mirza, whom he employed in translating the Arabian tales of
Galland into Arabic, writing himself the translation from the fouth
of the Syrian. He afterwards corrected the grammatical inaccura-
cies of the version, by the help of Erpenius and Golius.

In the course of his application to this ancient ]anguage, he
discovered, what he mever before suspected, a near c¢onnection
between the modern Persic end Arabic, and he lmmedlately
determined to acquire the former. He accordingly studied it with
attention in the only Persian grammar then extant; and having
laboured diligently at the Gulistan of Sadi, assisted by the accuratg
but inelegant version of Gentius, and' at the well chosen praxis at
the close of Meninski’s grammar, he found his exertions rewarded
with rapid suceess. ' ' ’

His vacations were passed ine Eondon, where he daily attended the
schools of Angelo, for the purpose of acquiring the elegant ac~
eomplishments of riding and fencing. He was always & strenuous

? advocate
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advocate for the practice of bodily exercises, as no less useful to
invigorate his frame, than as a necessary qualification for any active
exertions to which he might eventually be called. At home, his
attention was direcfed to the modern languages ; and he read the
best authors in Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese, following n all
respects the plan of education recommended by Milton, which he
had by heart; and thus, to transcribe an observation of his own,
with the fortune of a peasant, giving himself the education of a
prince.

If the literary acquisitions of Mr. Jones at this period be com-
pared with his years, few instances will be found, in the annals of
biography, of a more successful application of time and talents,
than he exhibits; and it is worthy of observation, that he was no
less indebted to his uncommon indastry and method for his attain-
ments, than to his superior capacity. '

A mind thus occupied in the pursuit of universal literature, was
little susceptible of the passions of avarice or ambition: but, as he
was sensible that the charges atténding his education, notwith-
standing" his habitual attention to economy, must occasion a con~
siderable deduction fiom the moderate income which his mother
possessed, he anxiously wished for a fellowship, that he might
reheve her from a burden which she could ill support. If the
“prospect of acquiring that advantage. had not been remote, no
temptation would have seduced him from the University ; but at
the period when he began to despair of obtaining it, he received
through Mr. Arden, whose sister was married to his friend Sumnper,
an offer to be the privatetutor of Lord Althorpe, now Earl Spencer.
He had been recommended to the family of this nobleman by Dr.
Shipley, to whom he was not then personally known, but who bad
seen and approved his compositions at Harrow, and particularly a

Greek
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Greek -oratign in praise - of ' Lyoh, 'an honest yeoman, ‘who
founded the school atthat place in-the reign of Elizabeth,” The
proposal was .cheerfully accepted by Mr. Jones; and in his ning--
teenth year.he went to- London, and was so} delighted - with the
manners of his pupil, then just seven years.oldy that he' abandoned
all thoughts of a professxon, .and Tesolved. .to devote himself to the
faithful discharge of the important duties of his new situation.
He had the satisfaction to find that this determination would
"probably restore him to the society of his best and most respected
friend,: Dr; Sumner, as he understood from ' Mr. Arden, that his
pupil, after some: preliminary instruction,  would be fixed at
Harrow, ot oo -« - Co ! o

He retarned for the present to Oxford, where he remaided for
a few months, and,' inj the summer of 1765, went for the first time,
as had been proposed, to Wimbledon Park, to: take upon -himself
the charge of his pupil’s education. ,

P ¢ [ I L ot

He Was now placed in a sphere perfectly newto him.—If he qmtted
the University with a ‘regret proportioned to his increasing attach-
ment to it, his change of situation offered other advantages, imongst
which he justly esteemed his idtroduction idto the: first ranks of
‘sotiety, and. a residence in:one of the most agreeable places in the
kingdom. He had new: objects to.engage his observation, and an
interesting occupation, from' the: discharge:of which he derived.
great satisfaction ; his applicattion toliterature was pursued without
intermission, for, although he resided at Wimbledon until the
approach of the winter only, he found sufficient leisure to compose
many of his English poems, and to read the greatest part of: the
Old Testament in Hebrew, particularly thé Book of ‘Job, and the
Prophets, which he studied with great attention. .

In
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In the course of the following summer, by an unexpected concur-
rence of circumstances, a fellowship, which, in his estimation, gave
him absolute independence, was bestowed upon him, and he went
fora short time to Osxford, that he might go through the regular
forms of election and admission. He was accordingly elected
fellow on the foundation of Sir Simon Bennet, on the 7th of
August, 1766.

The idea of deriving an absolute independence from an annual
income, not exceeding, upon an average, one hundred pounds, -
may appear ridiculous when contrasted with the en]arged estimate
of acompetence in these times. But this sum, in fact, was more
than the wise economy of a college life then made necessary for a
single man, whose habits of prudence were formed, and Mr. Jones
considered hijs fellowship as a freehold, in a place for which he had
now contracted an enthusiastic fondness, where he had access to
extensive libraries, rare manuscripts, the company of learned men,
and all, as he expressed himself, that his heart could wish; and
if he had obtained it a year sooner, he would probably have been
induced to decline the delicate and responsible task of education.

On his retarn to Wimbledon, he was’ flattered by' an offer from
the Duke of Grafton, then at the head of the Treasury, of the place
. of Interpreter for Eastern languages: but, although the acceptance
of 1t might not have interfered Wwith his other pursuits, or engage-
ments, he declined it politely, but without hesitation, earnestly
requesting that it might be conferred upon Mirza, whase character
he wrote. This disinterested solicitation was unnoticed ; and his
disappointment made him regret his ignorance of the world, in not
accepting the proffered office, under a resolution to conszgn the

entire emoluments of if to his Syrian friend,
During
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During his summer residence at Wimbledon, he formed an
acquaintance to which he owed the future® happiness of his life.
He there saw, for the fitst time, Anna Maria, the eldest daughter
of Dr. Shipley, then Dean of Winchester: but whatever impressions
her person and  conversation made upon ‘the heart of Mr: Jones,
his fized ideas of an honourable independence, and a determined reso-
{ution never to ‘owe his fortune fo a wife, or her kindred, excluded
allideas of a matrimonial connection. In different circumstances,
e might perhaps bave then solicited an alliance, which he after-
wards courted and obtained. -

.The family of Lord Spencer removed late in Autumn to London;
and Mr. Jones, with his usual avidity to acquire the accomplish~
ments .of a gentleman, as well as those of a scholar, privately
arranged a plan with Gallini, who attended the younger part of the
family, for receiving instructions from him in datcing; at the sarhe
time he continued his morning attendance, without intermission,
at the two schools of Angelo, with whose manners he was extremely
pleased. Before he left London, he bad an opportunity; which he
did not neglect, of learning the wse of the broad-sword, from an
old pensxoner at Chelsea, who had been active, as his scars proved,
in many engagements, and whose narrahve propensity frequently
amused *him. ' .

The acquisition of his new accomplishment, by Gallini’s as-
sistance, had been made with secrecy; and the display of it enabled
him to partlcxpatz with much satisfaction, in the evening amuse-
meants at Althorpe, where he passed the winter with his pupil. Bat his
greatest delight was furnished by an excellent library, in which he
found intellectual treasures of the highest value in his'estimation ;
scarcely & sipgle book eseaped his 'inspection; and some of the
most rare he perused with indefatigable application. It was at this

period,



38 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

period, in the twenty-first year of his age; that he began his Com-
mentaries on Asiatic Poetry, in imitation of Dr. Louth’s Prelections
at Oxford, on the sacred poetry of the Hebrews:

The summer of 1767, opened a new scene to him the indispo-
sition of Lord Spencer rendered a’ journey to Spa advisablé for the
restoration of his health, and Mr. Jones attended the family: but
his residence on the Continent was too short to gratify his curiosity.
At Spa heremained only three weeks, part of which he dedicated
to the lessons of Janson, of Aix-la-Chapelle, a most incomparable
dancing-master, and part to the acquisition of the German language,
an which he so far succeeded, as to be able to read Gesner with
delight, assisted only by an excellent German Grammar and Dic-
tionary; the pronunciation he had formetly learnt from a fellow
collegian, who had passed some years at Brunswick. He wouald
gladly have availed himself of the instruction-of a German master;
but none was to be found at Spa, and his finances were unequal to
the expense of. procuring that assistance from ~Aix-la-Chapelle.
Notwithstanding these occupations, he found leisure to’participate
in all the amusements of the place. « ' ;

In the winter of 1767, Mr. Jones resided with his pupil at
Althorpe: the attention of Lord Spencer’s family was then much
occupied in the contested election at Northampton ; but as he had
neither nclination nor inducement to take ady part in it, he con-
fined himself chiefly to the hbrary, which never failed to supply
him with increasing sources of entertainment and improvement.
His excursions into the regions of literature were unlimited, and as his
application, was directed with his usual perseverance, he nearly
completed his Commentaries, transcribed an Arabic manuscript on
Egypt and the Nile, borrowed from Dr. Russel, and copied the

keys of the Chinese language, which he wished to learn.
The
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The close of this year is marked with an occurrence, ,which: pro:
bably had a material. influence on.the detgrmination;of, his future
pursuits, - From a, motive of imere .curiosity, he was; prompted ta
peruse the little treatise ,of Fortescue, in. praisg of the Laws of
England; and, although,he was more diverted,with thei simplicity
of the Latin style, than attracted by the subject, he felt so much

-interest in the work, as to study it.with considerable attention. In
the course of, the reflections which it excited, he was naturally led
to a comparison of the laws of England with those of other countries,
and he marked with delight their uncontroverted claim to superiority
over the laws of every other state, ancient’ or.modern. Of. this fact
he acknowledged that he had nevet before entertained an idea.. .He
was now qualified to appreciate. with more accuracy, the merits and

- defects of the republican system of Greece and Rome, .for which he
had adopted a strong partiality, natural to ap, enthusiastic admirer
of the orators and poets of those celebrated nations ; and to examine
their jurisprudence by a standard of comparison, which,impressed
his mind with a decided reverence for the institutions of his own
country, - He was not, however, regardlesy .of the deviations -in
practice from the theoretical . perfection, of the constitution in the

contested election, of which he was an unwilling spectator.,

From Althorpe he removed, in the spring of 1768, to Wimbledon,
where he received a , proposal, from Mr. Sutton,. then Under-Secre-
tary to the Duke .of Grafton, the account pf which, I shall relate
nearly in his own, words‘ .

) sk 4 -
H ’ ¥ ' P Fooben . ot
The King of Denmarl\, then upon.a visit to this country, had
brought wnth bim an eastern- manuscript, containing the life of
Nndu‘ Shah, which ke was desirous of having translated in England.

J'n P < e b

¥ Inyroduction to tbe Hstory of the ,Lnfe of Nadlr Shah Works. vol, v. p. 581.
The
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The Seeretary of State with whom the Danish minister had cone
versed upon the subject, sent the volume to Mr. Jones, requesting
him to give a literal translation of it in the French language ; but he
wholly declined the task, alleging .for his excuse, the dryness of
the subject, the difficulty of the style, and chiefly his want both of
Jeisure and ability, to enter upon an undertaking so fruitless and
laborious; He mentioned, however, a gentleman, with whom he
was not then acquainted, but who had distinguished himself by the
translation of a Persian history, and some popular tales from the
Persic, as capable of gratifying the wishes of his Danish Majesty.
Major Dow, the writer #lluded fo, excused himself on account of his
numerous engagements, and “the application to Mr. Jones was
rénewed. It was hinted, that his compliance would be of no small
advantage to him, at his entrance into bfe; that it would procure
him some mark of distinction, which would be pleasing to him;
and, above all, that it would be a reflection wpon this country, if
the king should be obliged to carry the manuscript into Fiance.
Incited by these motives, and principally the last, unwilling to be
thought churlish or morose, and eager for reputation, he undertook
the work, and sent a specimen of 1t to his Danish Majesty, who
returned his approbation of the style and method, but desired that
the whole translation might be perfectly literal, and the oriental
images accurately preserved, 'The task would have been far easier
to him, 1f he had been directed to finish it in Latin; for the acqui-
sition of a French style was infinitely more tedious, and it was
‘neccssary to have every chapter corrected, by a native of France,
before it could be offered to the discerning eye of the public, since
in every language there are certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice
shades of meaning, which a foreigner can never attain to perfection.
The work, however arduous and-unpleasant, was completed in a
year, not without repeated hints from the Secretary’s office, that it

Was expected with great impatience by the Court of Denmark. The
translation
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translation was, not, howeveér, published, l]nfll 1770. F'ortx copies
upon large paper were 'sent to Copenbagen; one of them, bound
.with uncommon clegance, for the; king himself ; and the othersﬂ as

presents to his courtiers. |, .o 43 4,

it b
» 4

Such were the circumstances which indaced him, (as he modestly
observed,) against his inclinations, to® descrifie the life of a_con-
[queror; aud to appearin public as an ';mtho;{ before a matunty of
judgment had made him gee the danger of the step. If; (to quote
his own Wor,ds) he had reflected ,on.the little solid glory which a
yman reaps from acquiring a name m Iiterature, on.the jealousy ‘and
envy which attend such an agquisition, on the dnstant reserve which
- writer is sure' to meet withy from the generahty of mankind, and
on the obstructién which a’conterplative habit gives to our hopes
.of being mstmaulshed in-active life ; if all, or any of these reﬂeq—
.tions had occurred to him, he would not have been tempted by any
consideration .to enter upon so invidious and thankless a career;:
Jbut, as Tully says, he would have considered, before he embarked the
nature and extent of his voyage: maw, since the sails are spread tkg
(vessel must take its course,

What, marks of distinction he received, or what fruits he reapetl!.
from his labours, he thought it would ill become him to mention
at the head of a work, in which he professed to be the historian of
others, and not of himself: but,to repel ifie false assertions which
appeared in an advertisement on this subject in the public’ papérs,
containing a most unjust reflection on the King of Denmark, he
considered it a duty imposed upon him, by the laws of justice and
gratitude, tq print, at the beginning of his translation, the honourable
testimony of regard which s Majesty Chnistian V]I sent publicly
o London, a few _months after,the receipt ot‘; the work, together
with the letter of thanl\s which he returued for s0 swna.l a token
G of
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of his fayour®. From these documents, it appears that his Danish-
.'MaJesty sent to him a diploma, constituting him a member of the
Royal Society of Copenhagen, and recommended him; in the strongest
terma, to the favour and, benevolence of his own sovereign.

To the history of Nadxr Shah, he added a Treatise on Oriental
Poetry, in the language of Y%the translation : and I may venture to
assert, that Mr. Jones wasthe only person in England, at that time,
capable of producing a work, which required a cnitical knowledge
of two foreign languages, one of which was scarcely known in
Europe. Indeed, when we condider the accuracy of the translation,
which has been acknowledged by the ‘most competent judges; the
eitreme difficulty attending a literal version of Oriental imagery
and idioms; the errors common to all "manuscripts, which he had
nio means of amending by the collation of different copies; and the
tlegance and correctness of his French style; we cannot but express
our astonishment at the perfection of his performance, and the
rapidity with which it was completed. The annexed treatise on
Oriental poetry is instructive and eieoant, interesting from its

- novelty, and entertaining from 1ts subject and variety, and exhibits
‘the combined powers of taste and erudition. This work was exe-
scuted by a young man in his twenty-third year; and the motives
which induced him to undertake it, had an equal influence on his
exertions to render it as perfect as possible.

- [

"In detailing the circumstances attending the first publication of
Mr. Jones, I have carried the narrative to its conclusion, with some
anticipation of the order of time. Part of the summer of 1768 he
passed at Tunbridge, where his private studies formed his cluef
‘occupation, and the winter of that year in London. Heavailed
himself of the opportunity, which his situation there afforded, of

* See Works, vol. v, Preface. ..
beginning
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~beginning tg. learn music ; and having made choice of the Welch
harp, for which he had a nafional paltlahty, he recetved lgssous
from Evans, as long as he remamed in town; but, as he was then
ignorant of the theory of mulic;*the mere practice, witholt 'a
knowledge of the principles of the art, gave hxm",htt‘le delight. I
know not that he ever afterwards resumed thé practice of the harp,
nor is it to be regretted that he enmloyed the, time, which must
bave been dedicated to the attainment of hoy.degree of perfection
on this mitruthent, in more important pursuits.
2 jrd e .

In the begmnmg of this year, Mr. Jones formed an acquaintance
with Revxczkl, aﬂ:erwards the Imperial minister at Warsaw, and
Ambassador at, the Court'of England with the title of Count. This
learned and acc?mphshed nobleman was deeply captivated with
.the charms of Urfental literature; and the reputation of Mr. Jones
8s an Oriental scholar attracted his advances towards an intimacy,
which were eagerly received.

After thexr separation, they commenced & correspondence, which
was cultivated with attention for many years. Of this correspondencé,
much has been lost, and many of the remaining letters are d’efacede
and mutilated. They generally wrote in Latin, occasionally in.
French, on hterary subjects chiefly, but more particularly on”
Oriental literature. From that part of the torrespondence, which
took place in 1768, I select such letters" “8s seem to fall within
my plan, and now present a familiar translatxon‘bf ther to my
readers. '*

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKi' v

How pleasing was that half hour to me,, in which we
conversed on Persian poetry, our mutual dehoht. +1 considered it

'Appendnx No. 1.

v

the
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the commencement of a most’ agreeable friendship and intercourse’
between us; but my expectations are disappointed by the circum-~
stances in which we are unavoidably placed; for, my business will
confine me to the country longer than I wish; and you, as I am
informed, are preparing to return immediately to Germany. I have,:
thercfore, to lament that our intimacy is, as 1t were, nipped in thé
bud. I am not, howeyer, without this consolation, that if I cannot
-personally converse with you, I can at least correspond with you,
and thus’enjoy the satisfaction arising from a communication of our
sentiments and studies. In mentioning our friendship, I shall not,
I trust, be deemed guilty of ag improper freedom. Similarity of
studies, fondness for polite literature, congenial pursuits, and con-
formity of sentiments,'are the great bonds of intimacy amongst
mankind. Qur studies and pursuits are the same, with this difference
indeed, that you are already deeply versed in Oriental learning,
whilst T am incessantly labouring with all my might to obtain a
proficiency in it. But I will not allow you to excel me in partiality
for those studies, since nothing can exceed my dehight in them.
From my earliest years, I was charmed with the poetry of the
Greeks, nothing, I then thought,” could be more sublime than the
-Qdes "of Pindar, nothing sweeter than Anacreon, nothing more
» polished or elegant than the golden remains of Sappho, Arclnlochus,
Alczeus, and Simonides: but when I had tasted the poetry of the
*Arabs and Persians * * ¥ * * * *

The remainder of this letter is lost: but from the contest, and
the answer of Reviczki, we may conclude that it contained an ela-
borate panegyric on Eastern poetry, expressed with all the rapture
which novelty inspires, and in terms degrading to the Muses of
Greece and Rome,

C. Re-
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C REVICZKI to W, JONES, Esquire.*
' ‘ * London, Be¥ 19, 1768,
Sir,

I am highly gratlﬁéd' by your recollectgon of me; as
well &s by the repeated complimeénts whu}iﬁyou pay we, in your
Jetters to Madame de Vauclusé, I ihust acknowledge, that I feel
not a little proud of them; but stillanore, that ar interview of a
quarter of ‘an' hour has procured me the honout of your friendship:
I should bg most happy to Lquvate it, if my plans allowed ‘me' to
remain longer"m this country, or if I couldiat least see you at
Oxford, which I_purpose visiting before I leave Eogland. I hear,
with pleasurp, that you havq‘undertaken to publish a Treati® on
Oriental Prosody. As I ai | ‘convinced that yow will perform ﬁg\s
task most ably.and successfdlly, I anticipate with satisfaction the
mortification of all our European Poets, who must blush at the
poverty of their prosaic language, when they find that the Oriental
dialects (independently of rhyme, which is of their invention) have’
true syllabic quantities as well as-the Greek, and a greater vanety
of feet, and consequently the true science of metre and prosody.

I take the liberty of sending you a rough sketch of one of m
latest translations from Hafez, with whom I sometimes amuse
myself in a leisure hour. You are too well acquainted with the
genius of the Persian language, not to percewe the rashness of my
attempt; I do not indeed pretend to (nve the beauty of the
original, but merely its sense, simple and unomamt;nted I have
added to it a very 'free paraphrtase in verse, in which; however, the
greatest deviation from the text consists in-the occasional substi-
tution of mistress for mignon, either to give a connection to the
stanzas, which in this kind of composition is never preserved, of to

® Appendix, No. 4.
# ’ make
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make it more conformal:;le to our European taste: sze Persian
poet.indeed speaks of his mlstress in the first verse.

e
“You willfind in the margin several quotations from the Greek and
Tatin Poets,” which occurred to my recollection, whilst I was
reading Hafez, expressing the same sentiments with the Persian,
I hope to have the satisfaction of seeing you here before I leave
England, assuring you with truth, that I consider the honour of
your acquaintance among the greatest advantages attendmg my

visit to this country.
Iam, &c,—

i
¢ .

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
London, Feb. 24, 1768.

. Sir, .

I received your learned and obliging letter on the
same day on which I wrote to you; and I read it with the greatest
pleasure, though I could have wished that it had been more just to
your own mernt, and less flattering to me. I will not however take
,your expressions hterally; and notwithstanding your declarations,
“the taste and Judgment which you have displayed in the passages
quoted by you, evidently prove that you have advanced far in

-Oriental literature. I must however beg quarter for the Greek and
Latin; for, admitting, what I am net disposed to deny, the perfec-
tion, and even the superiority of the Orientals, particularly the
Persians in some species of poetry, I would without hesitation
renounce all knowledge of the three Eastern languages for that of
the Greek alone. I rejoice that you have made so much progress
“in your work, and that I may hope soon to see it pubhshed; but
how to assist you with my advice I know not, as I have not with me

# Appendix, Ne. 8. ]
. a single
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4 single treatise'fpon the subJect oﬁ Duental prosody. Itis ;n trath’
an ocean; and such are theabunﬂ@nceband yariety of measures used
by the Orlentals, that na memory‘w‘tan Yetain them.
. ¥ . s

I am very anxious to learn (under whg:t head*‘}ou class_the
Kasidah, 'a species of composition highly admired by, the.Arabs,
and very successfully' cultivated by them; 1t bas a. nearer resem-
blance than any other kind. of poetry to the'Latm elegy, but its
construction partakes of that. of the Gazel ®, with this difference,
that the latterdis restricted to thirteen couplets,®whilst the number
of those in the Kasidah is unlimited; and secondly, that in each
distich of the G&zel the sense .must be complete and finished,
whilst in the Kdbidak, the senffment is continued through successive
lines,

Of this species of composition, I do mot know a more perfect
specimen, thag the poem on the death of Mohammed, so celebrated
throughout the East, that every man of letters can repeat it.
It is one continued ‘allegory, but admirable and pathetic, and
begins, if I rightly remember, thus:

Does memory recall the blissful bowers |
Of Solyma, the seat of many a friend 5

That thus, thy grief pours forth such copious showers,
And bulsung sighs thy labring bosom rend?

With respect to your doubts on the supposed allegory of Hafez;
wmuch may be said. I am rather inchned to believe, that the
mystical exposition of this great poet, by the Mohammedans, may
be lmputed to their veneration and respect for his memory, and that
their object in it is to justify his conduct as'a poet, by representing

* Amatory Poem ; it is not restricted to thirteen couplets, &4 'Revxczin wmes, lmt ta”
seuenteen, and generally contains about seven or elght.
him
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him equally irreproachable in his morals and compositioixs. Most
of the commentators, as Shemy, Surury, and others, labour to give a
mystical interpretation of his verses on wine, youths, pleasues, and
a contempt forreligion, so discreditable to a good mussulman ; but
the ablest of them all, the learned Sadi, disclaims this mode of
illustration, and professes to give a literal exposition of the text of
Hafez, in opposition to the opinions of other commentators, and
without questioning the purity of their intentions. It may not be
amiss to communicate to you an anecdote, which T have read
somewhere respecting Hafez*. After the death of this great man,
some of the religious were disposed to deny his body the right of
sepulture, alleging in objection, the licentiousness of his poetry ;
after a long dispute, they left the decision to a divination 1n use
amongst them, by opening his book at random, and taking the first
couplet which occurred : It happened to be thiss,

Tuin not away from Hafez’ bier,
Nor scornful check the pitying tear;
For tho’ immers'd in sin be lies,

His soul forgiv’n to Heaven shall 11se.

»

* This anecdote is q‘uoted by Sir William Joues, in the ninth chapter of his Commen-
taries on Asiatic Poetry, wheie he states the respective arguments 1n support of a hteraé
or mystical interpretation of it Without pronouncing a posiive decision, he gives an
opwion in favour of a literal interpietation as the most probable,

In an essay on the mystical poetry of the Persians and Hindus, composed some years
afterwards 1n India, (Woiks, vol. 1 p.445.) he thus eapresses Limself on the subject:
“ It has been made a questjon, whether the poems of Hafez must be taken 1n a Iteral or
*“ figurative sense . but the question does not admit of a general and direct auswer; for,
¢ even the most enthusiastic of his commentators allow, that some of them are to be
“ taken literally, and his editors onght to bave disunguished them.-——Hafez never pre-
¢ tended to more than human virtues, and it 1s known that he had human propensities ,—
« afier his juvenile passions had subsided, we may suppose, that his mind took that
rehgious bent,, which appears in most of s compositions, for there can be no doubt
that the following distichs, callected from different odes, relate to the mystical theology
of the Sufis,” &c. ' .

This

2

2

-
H
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‘a7 This passage was deemed a divine decision § the religions w1th.
sdrew their objections, and he' wag*buried in "Mosella, a place
‘rendered'famous by .his own vérses. This ‘aneedoté, I think, is
related by Kaleb Celebi. - As to myself, although I am disposed to
believe, that when Hafez spéaks of love: and wine, he ‘has no
recondite meaning, I' am ‘equally’ .willing- to* declare, that his
-writings are not disgraced by those obscenities, nor those gross and
filthy expressions, which so frequently occur in Sadi.*

\
t

Nor can I avoid conmdermg him a free thmker, and a huondsed
passages might be quoted, in which the-poet Tidicules the Prophet .
and his Coran ;. as for instance, ‘when he says, ‘

Wme, that our sober Seer proclaims
Parent of sin, and foul msnames,”

‘With purer joy my soul begules,

Than beauty’s bloom, or beauty’s smiles,

As to the Turkish poets, T confess I dg not read them with the
same pleasire, ahhough I am willing to allow that some of them
have merit. In my opinion, Ruhi, of Bagdat, is the most 4greeable
of them all ; he has written some admlrable satires. Perhaps you
are not acquainted with him. The Turkish poets in general, are
no better than slavxsh imitators of the Persxans, and often deﬁclent

: m taste and harmony
Ty ¢

I cannot comprehend how you have discovered an indelicaté

meaning in these beautiful lines of Mesihi :

Send me not, O God, to the tomb, before I
have embraced my fifend s~

unless you annex an idea of obscenity to the expression of em-
bracing a youth; a subject which perpetually occurs’ not only in
Oriental poetry, but in Greek and Latin. I send you a recent

H' translation,
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translation, with a request that you will return it when you are
tired.with it, as I have na copy.
+ I am, with the greatest esteem and veneration,
Siry &e.

* BEVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
London,' Murch 7, 1768,

T am at a loss to determine whether your letter has
afforded me most pleastre or instruction ; it isindeed so admirable,
that I must poeint out the only fault which ¥ find in it, that of
brevity, although you seem apprehensive of being thought tedious.
I suspect that I am indebted to your partiality and politeness only,
for the excessive encomiums which you have bestowed upon my
translation of the two odes which I sent to you, as well as for the
favourable opinion which you entertain of my trifles. I am,
however, seriously obliged to you for your animadversions upon
my inaccuraeies, though when I consider their number, I must
impute it to your indulgence that you have been so sparing in
your corrections. Without wishing to lessen my obligations to your
kindness, I cannot avoid mentioning by way of apology, that it s
only three months since I resumed the task of writing verses,
which I renounced when I left school; and not from any motive
of vanity, or desire of reputation, but merely as an amusement
of my leisure hours. My relapse has produced the translation of
about fifty odes of our learned Hafez,

For whom, each hour a growing fondness brings,+

As by degrees the vernal alder springs.
But observing, in the provress of the work, the immense inferiority
of my version to the original, I began to be disgusted with it.
’ " Appendlx, No, 4. |

+ These lines are taken from a Juvemle l.mnslauon of Sir Wilhiam Jones.

L

I recol-
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« I récollect .tn have read somewhere aith great pleasure;s the
Prelections of the Bishop of Oxford; of whichryou speak so. highly,
and which you propbse: to-.imitaie; . but I remefober. nothing more
of this work, than that I thought both the style and arrangement
of it, equally admirable, The Grecian and Oriental flowers scat+
tered throughout your letter; delighted me :exceedingly, and your
selection’ of them. shews your judgment, I also approve your idea
of visiting the East; but R,revmus]y to your undertakmg it, I would’
recommend to you, to make yourself master .of the .common lan-
guage of the Turks, or of -the vulgar Arabic, not only as indispens
sably necessary to your communications with. the Mohammedans.
but as n.means of denvmo‘ piea.sure and profit frpm the journey,

I do-not mean to. ‘apply my censures on the .servile imitations of
Turkish anthors to every species of imitation;, for in some instances-
the imitation,. as in the case of Virgil, with. vespect to Hesiod, has
surpassed the original. Nov can Hafez himself deny, the imputa~
tion of plagiarism, baving actually, transcribed. whole hnes from
other poets; his collection: of poems begins- with an instance of
this kind, for the-very first hemistich is transcribed. from one of
Yezid*, the son of Mowavea, with an. altefation only in the collos
cation of the words, mot to'mention; nearly @ complete ode .in
another place; but I am disgusted -with the flat and perpetual
imitation of the many Turkish poets, to whom we may aptly apply
the words of Horace =

O servile herd of imitators/-——

* Yend was the son of Mowavea, the-first Caliph of the race of Oromiah, and being.
reproached by his father for excessive drinking, replied as follows:
‘+ Does this thy wrath inspire, because I quafi’d
The grape’s rich juice *—then doubly sweot the draught.
Rage—1 will dnnk womoved, for to my soul,
Sweet is thy wrath,. and sweet the flowing bowl.
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Do you wish to know my opinion respecting the other Persian
poets, and whether I think Hafez alone elegant? far from it; for
who can read without ecstasy the first page of Sadi? Indeed, my
passion for Oriental literature was first excited by hearing the fol
lowing lines of Sadi accidentally repeated by amy teacher at
Constantinople, who explained them to me:

All-bounteous Lord! whose providential care
"E’en on thy proud rébellrous sons descends ;

4low canst thou bid thy votaries despair,
MWihose boundless mercy to thy foes extends ?

But who can suppress hisindignation, when he reads the wretched
translation of this elegant writer, by Gentius? I acknowledge how-
ever, that I am more delighted with Hafez, who unites fine
morality with cheerfulness. With respect to Jami, whose works I
do not at present possess, I remember enough of what I read at
Constantinople to venture to assert, that he is the most successful
of the Persian poets. In the judgment of Sadi, Hafez is unequal ;
some of his odes are excellent, . others very inferior, and some very
tame, whilst Jami preserves an equality throughout. I have not
translated the ode of Hafez, * If that farr maid,” &c.* into Latin
verse, as the sense is so unconnected: but a prose translation of it
with notes, if you wish to have it, is at your service. In the mean
time, I send you my latest production, not complete indeed, but a
mere embryo. TFarewel.

P. S. Itis little to say, I approve your Arabic verses; I really
#dmire them, but dare not in this instance attempt to imitate you.

Reviczkl.

* See a poetical translation of this ode, in Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. ii. p. 244.
~  Re.
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* REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.

e v London, Marck 17tk 1768,

T was highly delighted with your legter;” particularly

with your various translations, imitations, and composxtxons, they
not only prove you have -

Made the Greek anthors your supreme delight,

Read them by day, and studied them by night

- . . (FeaNcis 1)

but that you have attained all 'the peculiar elevation, as well as

elegance of that language.. Your Odé to Venus is as beautiful as

Venus horself; and- you have imitated with wonderfal success so

divine an original.

" Isitnot melancholy te teflect, that ‘not only so much of ths

compositions of thig elegant writer should be -lost, bat that the little

which remains is so mutilated and corrupted 1. TS

< 'That the text of the ode selected by you, and even that preserved
by Dionysius, and published by Upton,tis ‘preferable to that of
Stephens, or whoever made the emendations: (such as they are),. I
freely admit; for the rules of dialect are not only better observed,
but it contains stronger marks of being genuine: yet, after all, it is
impossible to deny, that there are many chasms in if, as well as
errors, which canrot be satisfactorily amended by any explanation
or twisting of the sense, - -

That Sappho wrote in the dialect of her own' country, which
cannot at this time be perfectly understood, is sufficiently probable ;
but it would be absurd to suppose the Zolic dialect irreconcileable
’ T

to

* Appendix, No. 5.
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to metre and prosody; not to mention the evident corruption of the
sense in some passages.

.

* * * * * *

Your translation of the Epigram on the Kiss of Agatho, is
very elegant, and the idea in it resembles that of Hafez in the
follawing lines :

Anxrous thy bleoming charms to see,
Quick to my kips my soul ascends §
Must 1t expue or live f—decree ;—
For on thy voice my fatedepends .

f[ send you, as 1 promised, 4 prose translation of the Persian Ode,
together with an attempt at a poetical version of it, which I will
hereaftér improve. Pray inform me, whether there is any transla<
tion of Hafez, printed or manuscript, in Latin, or any ether
European language; for { know of no other attempt at a translation
of this poet, than that of the first ode, lately published in the

" Analecta of Professor Hyde. ,

I request likewise to be informed, where I am likely to find the
first book of the Iliad of Homer, with an analysis and notes, for
the use of scholars, printed in England, which a friend of mine
wishes to procure for his son.

The ode, of which you pralse the concluding verse, is elegant'
I remember only the first couplet.—
Bring wine, and scatter flow’rs around,
Nor seek the depths of fate to sound :—
Such was the morning rose’s tale ;—
‘What say'st thou, warbler of the vale?

¢

Although I have begun the preparations for iny departure, and
have packed up my books, if you wish to have a translation of this
ode,
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ode, or if itiwill ba of any 6ise to you, I will undertake it before
Igo, I wait your commands. Yarewel,
4 L]
* C-‘REV,ICZKI to.Mr. JONES,
C e w ¢ 1Londan, March Q9th, 1768}
That I have deferred longer than usually my reply td

your obliging letter, yoy,.must impute to the novel, and strange
appearance of things here. You will not, I trust, be dlsposed to
blame a delay, occasioned by the attentmn of aforexgner to customs
which are peculiar to your countr_y, and’ wInch I never observed in
any other; for I confess to you that I never saw any thmg smnlat
to the mode here pursued of clecting mem'bers of Parhament Th;
novelty of it at first amused me, but the increasing fumult sickene
‘and disgusted me, and, by compelling me,to remain ' at home,
afforded me an opportunity' of writing to you. D rejoice that my
version of the Persian ode pleases you, and that it has induced Jou
to think me equal to thé translation, of the whole. coHectmn 'But
highly as I am honoured by your opinian, T cannot but think youg
advice somewhat unmerciful, for what mortal unless

Or pak, or brass, with trlple fold, -
Aronnd his daring bosom xoll‘d

(Frarvcis,)
would undertake a'translation in prose and verse of six hundred
odes? The attempt would not only requirs many' years, but an
entire exemption from all other occupations ; which is not my case}
1 can only make these'studies my occasional amusement. I mean,
however, some.time orother, to pubhsh as much as I can.

The person who applied to me for the first book of the Iliad,
with a verbal analysis, already possesses the key to Ilomer; but he

* Appendix, No, 6.
' thinks
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thinks the other work better adapted to the use of boys, because
, the notes in it are subjoined to the text, which is not the plan of
“the Clavis. If you bave one at hand, oblige me by just looking
into it; for, if my memory does not fail me,. there is a catalogue
prefixed, mentioning”the work which I want, and the name of the
printer.

Although your politeness has excused any further efforts, I
nevertheless send the ode which you requested in your last letter
but one, as I thiok it will please you. It is by no means one of
the easiest, either to understand, or translate ; and indeed, the force
of the pecuhar idioms of a foreign language cannot be well conveyed
by any circumlocution.

You ask my opinion of the affinity between the Hebrew and
Arabic, and of an idiom common to both, of usmg the future for
the past. Though I seldom read, Hebrew, or, to say )the trath,
though I consider this sacred language rather as an abject of
veneration than of delight, (for, excepting the Old Testament itself
and some rabbinical dreams about it, there is nothing in it worth
perusal,) I well remember, from the little of it whichI bave read,
having remarked a close connection between the grammar of the
Hebrew and Arabic, the moods and tenses in both are so few, as
to require the frequent substitution of one for another; the Greek,
however, which is so redundant in moods and tenses, sometimes
does the same » for instance, when it uses the infinitive for the
imperative. With respect to the measures used in the two languages,
I am of a different opinion, for I consider the metrical art of the
Arabs of much later invention, and to have assumed its present
form only a-short time hefore Mohammed, there being no trace
whatever among them of a more ancient poetry. If the Hebrew
poetry had a similar construction, which may indeed be suspected

from
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from 4 similar-use of the yowels; we might by. this. time, have,
traced, without difficulty, the laws iof . Hebréw. metre by the rules of_

ana‘logy" =

If the text of the ode, which you .mention: to .have read in the
miscellaneous works of some angnymous author, had been correct,
you would not ‘have wanted my humble assistance; but, it is sa ful}
of errors, that I must be an'(Edipus to interpret it, 'Every ong
knows, that the mereirregularity of the diacritical points occasions
infinite difficulty in the Oriental languages;. but this is doubly
increased’ by the casual omission or alteration of the letters thems
selves. It is therefore absolutely necessaryin my opinion; as it ig
impossible to find manuscripts without errors, to possess twa copies
of every one which you read, that the' faults of the one may be
corrected by the bther; and this is my method.

. * L I

I havé only to conclude .by thankmg you_ for your- Italian

sonnet, and’ expressmo the commendation to which it is entitled.—

Farewel, ) '

1'Mr. JONES to C, REVICZKI.
¢ : Jpnl 1768‘

Notlnng can aﬁ'ord a' stronger proof of your pohte
attention to me, than your ast very friendly letter, which you

[
1

* The probahility that the mel.rical compositions of the Hebrews and Arabs were
founded on the same rules of prosody, 1s inumated by Sir W Jones, in his Commentaries
on Asstic poetry, and, proposed to the investigation of the learned. . This opinion is
suggested, by the close affinity of the languages of those ancient people, whence he
argues to & presumption that their poets nsed the same numbers, feet, and measures, in
their compositionss

+ Appendix, No. 7.
T contrived
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contrived to write in the midst of city bustle, during the noise of
riotous mobs, and the tumult of a parliamentary election, and to
accompany it with a most beautiful Persian Ode, and a Latin
translation. OQur favourite Hafez deserves indeed to be fed with
ambrosia, and I daily discover, with increasing delight, new beau-
ties and elegances in him. The principal difficulty attending the
translation and publication of his poems as you have begun, consists
in giving them a poetical dress ; but this will prove easier than you
imagine ; for there are many of his odes, which I conclude you
will not attempt to translate, as containing expressions wholly
foreign to our manners, lofty and daring figures, or abrupt uncon-
nected lines; and this will in some measure alleviate the Herculean
labour of the task, !
. * & & = %

If I were not a sincere lover of
truth, and averse from all dissimulation, I should lament that our
capital has fallen under your inspection in these times of turbulence
and distraction, when the liberty of my country, so universally
celebrated, has degenerated into unbridled licentiousness, not to
gay outrage. The original form of our constitution is almost disine ;
—to such a degree, that no state of Rome or Greece could ever
boast one superior to it ; nor could Plato, Aristotle, nor any legislator,
even conceive a more perfect model of a state. The three parts
which compose it are so harmoniously blended and incorporated,
that npeither the flute of Aristoxenus, nor the Iyre of Timotheus,
ever produced more perfect concord. What can be more difficult
than to devise a constitution, which, while it guards the dignity of
the sovereign and liberty of the people, from any encroachment by
’the'inﬂuence and power of the nobility, preserves the force and
majesty of the laws from violation, by the popular hberty ? This was

the case formerly in our island, and would be so still, if the folly of
some
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some had not pronmipted thém e s$pur ‘on the populace, instead of
holding them in. I cannbt: therefore: restrain my indignation
against Folkes, 4 bold and able, but turbuledt man, the very torch
and firebrand of sedition: but what can be said in defence of the
honour and tonsistency of somné of 'out noblity; who, after having
given him theif counténance ahd support; shamefully deserted ahd
betrayed him P*

Tf you wish to obtain more accurate information respecting our
laws and customs, I recommend to your perusal Smith’s Treatise on
the English Cotistitution,' zud the- Dialogue of Fortéscue in praisg
of the Lais 6f Etgland. Thofas Btiith wus the English Ambaksaddr
in France ia the teign of Eliabeth; and hid woik is 4t Latil, - #hd
not idelegantly writtéd. To Fortesciie’s littlé tragt; We mhay apply
the words-of Xeénophon t6 the Teleboas; ‘it is not latge; bt
“ beautiful.” He was Chancellor of Englabd undét Héenry the Sikth,
and was compelled by the distractions of the times, to take refige
with his pupil Prince Edward ia France, where, in afi ddvdnced
age, he composed his little golden dialogue. These books” wil}
convince you that our laws are framed with the greatest wisdom, and
that as Pindar, quotéd by Plato i his Gorgias, says,

Sov'reign o'er sll, eternal law

Qn Gods and Mén imposés awe,

And justice, strengthen'd by hed hand,
O’er all exerts sapreme command.

. When I reflect on our constitution, Iseem as it were to- cond
template a game at chess, a recreation in which we both delight,
For we have a king whose dignity we strenuously defend, but whose
power is very limited; the knights, and rooks, and other pieces,
have some kind of resemblance to the orders of nobility, who are
employed in war, and in the management of public affairs; but the

principal
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principal strength is in the pawns, or people; if these are firmly
united, they are sure of victory, but if divided and separated, the
battle is lost. The motions of all, as in the game of chess, are
regulated by fixed laws : lastly, when I consider myself, I seem like
a spectator, contemplating for his mere amusement the two parties
at the game; but if it ever should be my lot to be concerned in
the administration of affairs, 1 will renounce gain and popularity,
and pursue one object, and one only, to preserve our beautiful
constitution inviolate.

Contrary to my intention, I find I have been prolix; I will,
therefore, turn to another subject. I read your last letter with an
apprehension, that it might communicate the intelligence of your
speedy departure from England ; but as you are silent on this head,
as| my business here will soon be concluded, and as I know the
uncertainty of all human affairs, I am determined to embrace an
.opportunity, which, if I now neglect, may not again occur, of
paying you a visit in London about the middle of the month.—
‘Farewel,

* Mr. JONES to C.r REVICZKI.—No Date.—1768.

I have received your two letters replete with taste
‘ and erudition : your kindness towards me is as conspicuous in them,
as the brilliancy of your gemwus. I now reply to both.

Your approbation of my intention to publish my work, gives me,
as it ought, great pleasure for I cannot but re_]owe, as Hector in
the tragedy says, ““in the praise of one, who is himself entitled to
4 praise.” The perusal of the two odes of the divine poet, afforded
e mﬁmte delight ; they are very beautiful, but their beauties are

= Appendix, No, 8.
more
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more conspicuous from your luminous interpretation. Your metrica -
imitation of them is elegant, .and, if you will allow me to puhlish
it in my work, you will'equally oblige me and my readers, who
will be glad to hear the, Persian poet speak Latin; if,you object
to this, copies of them shall be déposited with my .treasures, and
the originals restored to you as soon as possible, You bid me
return the verses to you when I am tired with them: thisis as
much as-to say keep them. for ever, for it is impossible that I can
ever be tired with the perusal, -

* Mr. JONES to ¢. REVICZKI.

Oxzford, chmbcr 1768,

I cannaot resist the templ;atlon of wntgng to,

you, aIthough I fear you may have qultted this country before my,
letter arrives.

. Coe, - e ‘

I have received your obliging letter, with an elegant ode of Hafez,

which I read with the greatest pleasure, or rather devourcd. , L

But what necessity is there to say more, since it is possible that
what 1 write, ;may never reach you? Let. me, again and agam,
intreat and beseech your ‘remembrance of me wherever you go,
and that you will write to me as speedily, and at as great a length
as possible, *Be assured that nothing has, or ever can, afford me
Ereater pleasure than your friendship. - )

LN N 2 D T

These letters strongl y mark the enthusiasm of Mr. Jones, and his
learned friend Reviczki, for _Oniental literature ; nor am I surpnsed.
to find that the., former should have been led by it, to entertain an
intention of Uisiting the East: ho one, however, will regret that it

¢ ‘Appendix, No.9.
' 'was
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was at that period abandoned. Every teader will peruse with
pleasure, the enthusiastic veneration expressed by Mr. Jones for
the DBritish constitution, and the ardour with which he pronounces
himself its champion; they will also remark that his attachment to
it was indelible, and acquired strength from his increasing know-
ledge of its laws and principles.

For an account of his occupations at Wimbledon, where he
passed the Spring of 1769, I shall transcribe part of a letter which
he wrote to an intimate friend, John Wilmot, Esquire.

“ My life is one unvaried scene of writing letters, and attending
* the donzelle vezzose e tenerolle, by whose beauties I confess my-
“ gelf easily overcome.

« I have just read Robertson’s Life of Charles the Fifth, the nar-
* rative of which is amusing and instructive, and the style flowing
¢ and elegant: but the former wants that spirit and fire of genius,
“ that alone can make a history animated, and leave great impres-
% sions on the mind ; and the latter has too great a sameness in the
“ turn of the sentences, and abounds with too many affected
% words.

“ I have also given my favourite Petrarch a second reading, and

* was so much pleased with his lamentations over Laura, that I
¢ selected the most beautiful passages, and threw them all together
“ in the form of an Elegy*, which I send you inclosed, but beg
“ you will return it as soon as you can, as I have no other copy._
"¢ I fear I shall not be at Oxford this Spring, but am not certain.

“ Give my compliments to Poore, and tell him,” if he will descend
* from the starry temple of philosophy, and write to a very idle.

* Works, val, iv. p. 459.  fell
ellow,
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« fellow, I shall be glad to hear from him, especially as-I am
« desirous of knowing his sentiments about my Treatise De Poési
* Asiaticd.” ' ) ] ,
¥ & & s =

In the Summer of this year, Lord Althorpe was settled at
Harrow, and Mr. Jones, who accompanied bim there, bad the
satisfaction of seeing himself restored to the society of Dr. Sumner.
Their enthusiasm for literature was equal : the master contemplated,
with delight unmixed with envy, a rival of bis own erudition in bis
scholar, who acknowledged with oratltude ‘his obligations to his
preceptor. Their intercourse, although mtem:pted had never been
discontinued ; and Mr. Jones seldom suffered any considerable
time to elapse without visiting Harrow. During his residence
there at this period, he transcribed a Persian Grammar, which he
had three years before composed for the use of a school-fellow who,
had been destined for India, but had since relmquxshed that object

for a commission n the army.

I find also from his corresp.ondence, that he had begun a Dic-
tionary of the Persian Language, in which the principal words
were illustrated from the most, celebrated authors of the East: but
he expressed at the same time his determination not to continue

the work, unless the India Company would purchase it at a con-
siderable expense.

The senous reader has probably remai'ked that, amidst the at-
tention of Mr. Jones to general literatpre, Religion has not beerr
mentioned as an obJect of his study, and he may be solicitous tq
know his opinions on this imporant subject, and whether he had
made any, and what, progress in that Lnowledge, in companson
of which all erudmon iy trifling, and human science vain. Not«

withstanding
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withstanding the anxiety of Mrs. Jones for the improvement of,
ber son, and her indefatigable exertions to promote it mn lis
early years, she had initiated him no further in the principles of
our holy faith, than to teach him the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’

Creed. During Ius residence at Harrow, at the earnest recom-
meadation of Dr. Glasse, whose name I mention with reverence,

Mr. Jones was induced to peiuse a work, intitled, ¢ Private
Thoughts on Religion,” by Bishop Beveridge, with considerable
attention ; and he was particularly struck with a passage, in which
the pious author atgues, that a profession of Christianity merely
because our countrymen profess it, without a candid enquiry and
sincere conviction, would be no better reason for our faith, than
the Mohammedans have for theirs. The observation readily sug-
gested to his recollection a famous couplet in Zayre, which he
did not hesitate to apply to himself:

Jeusse été prés du Gange, esclave des faux dieux,
Chiéuenne dans Pans, Mussulmane en ces lieux,

I wish for my own satisfaction, as well as that of my reader,
that I were able to pronounce what impression the perusal of this
work made upon the mind of Mr. Jones. It is probable, and the
presumption is not advanced without reason, that it induced him
to reflect with more seriousness than he had ever before entertained
on the subject of religion, and to investigate the grounds on which
the Old and New Testament had been received, duringso many ages,
as the Word of God. It is evident however, from a conversation
with two of his clerical friends at Harrow at this time, when he was
in his twenty-fourth year, that his belief in Christianity was not un-
mixed with doubts. These doubts were stated by him, in hopes of
obtaining a solution of them ; but being disappointed, he declared his
determination to peruse the whole of the Scriptures in the onginal
uninterruptedly, that he might be enabled to form s correct judg-

ment
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* “ment of the connection between the two parts, and of their evidence
both internal and external. The exposition of his doubts to those
4hom he thought qualified t6 solve them, was a proof of his anxiety

to kaow the truth, and the determination which he. formed -in
consequence of his disappointment, is no less a proof of his sin-
cerity in the search of it. I cannot deny myself the satisfaction
of anticipating the conclusion to which his investigation led, a firm
belief* in .the .authenticity and inspiration of the Hely Scrip-
tures. -

In a Hebrew copy of the book of Hoséa, I find a series of
Propositions in the hand-writing of Mr. Jones, containing the
sketch of a demonstration of the divine authority of the Christian
Religion. 'These Propositions appear to have been writteg near the
period of the preceding conversation at Harrow. They are not
expressed with such accuracy or elegance, as to justify a supposi-
tion that they were intended to be made public; but as I know
that he always considered the-demonstration contained in them
satisfactory, I exhibit them as evidence of his early conviction
of: the truth and completion of the prophecits respecting our
Saviour.

PROPOSITION 1.

There is as much reason to believe, that the writings of Isaiah
aod the Hebrew Prophéts, as that those of . Homer and the Greek
Poets, are more ancient than the time of Jesus. .

Oljection. Some men mxght have an interest in forging
Isaiah.”

Answer. Forged writings would have,been Jmore in pm‘nt. “Those
of Isaiah bear no marks of forgery; and the Jews themselves, who
were puzzled by.them, acknowledged their antiguity.

E PROFO-
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PROPOSITION IL
These ancient writings, especially Isaiah, allude to some great
event, and to some real extraordinary person, * who was put to
“ death, and complained not;” &c. Isaiah, chap. lii.

PROPOSITION TIL.

The life and death of Jesus, hus virtues and doctrines, though

not his miracles, are as much to be believed, as the life and death
“of Socrates, his virtues, and his doetrine.

’

PROPOSITION IV,
; No person in the history of the Jews, before or after Jesus,.
coincides with this account, except Jesus.
Therefore Jesus was the subject of their writings, which are con~
sequently inspired, and he a person of an extraordinary nature,.

thatis, the Messiah.
If this be just reasomng, we may believe his mlracles, and must

obey his law. *
If difficulties occur, and we are asked, “ how they can be solved,”
we may safely answer, ‘ We do not know;” yet we may truly be,
and justly be called Christians.
To these Propositions, the following note is subjoined :—* What
“ must be the importance of a book,” of which it may be truly
said,  if this book be not true, the religion which we profess is

¢ false?”

' Mr. Jones returned with his pupil from Harrow, in the Au-
tumnal vacation of 1769, and availed himself of thi_s opportunity
to visit his friends at Oxford. During bis residence there, he made

an excursion to Forest Hill, the occasional habitation of Milton;
) fox
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" for whese genius and learning, he early and ever entertained the
highest veneration. The public will read with pleasure his own
relation of what he saw and felt on this occasion, in an animated
{etter which he wrote to Lady, Spencer.
To Lady SPENCER.
- 7eh Sept. 1769
The mecessary trouble of correcting the first printed
sheets of my history, prevented me fo-day from paying a proper
respect to the memory of Shakespeare, by attending his, jubilée,
But I was- resolved to do-all the honour in,my power tq as
great a poet, and set out in the /morning in company with a friend
to visit a,place, where Milton spent some. part' of his life, and
where, in all probability, he composed several, of his, earliet pro-
ductions. If is a small village situated ona pleasant_ hill, about
three miles from Oxford, and called Forest Hill, because it for-
merly lay contiguous: to a forest, which has since been ¢ut down.
The poet chose this place of. retirement, after his, first marriage,
and he describes the, beauties nf his retreat in that fing passage
of his I/Allegro: . " . o :
Sometime walking, not unseen, ‘ ¢+
By bedge-row elms, on, hillocks green.
UE L LN S T
‘While the plonghman, near at hend, .
‘Whustles o’er the furtow'd land,
And the milkmad singeth blithe,
And the mower whets his scythe ;
And ev'ry shepherd tells his tale,
Under the hawthorn in the dale. '
Straight mine eye hath paught new pleaeum,
‘Whilst the landscape round it measures =
Russet lawns, and fallows grey,
‘Where the mhhling flocks do stray 3
Mountains,
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Mountains, on whose barren breast,
The lab’ring clouds do often rest ;
Meadows trim, with daisies pied,
Shallow brooks, and 11vers wide ;
Towers and battlements 1t sees,
Bosom’d high 1n tufted trees.

L I )

Hard by, 2 cottage chimney smokes,
From betmxt two aged oaks, &ec.

It.was neither the proper season of the year, nor time of the
day, to hear all the rural sounds, and see all the objects mentioned
in this description; but, by a pleasing concurrence ¢f circum-
stances, we were saluted, on our approach to the village, with
the music of the mower and his scythe; we saw the ploughman
intent upon his labour, and the milkmaid returming from her

country en':ployment.

As we ascended the hill, the variety of beautiful objects, the
agreeable stillness and natural simplicity of the whole scene, gave
us the highest pleasure. We at lepgth reached the spot, whence
Milton undoubtedly took most of his images; it is on the top of
the hill, from which there is a most extensive prospect on all sides:
the distant mountains that seemed to suppoit the clouds, the vil-
lages and turrets, partly shaded with tree¥ of the finest verdure,
and partly raised above the groves that surrounded them, the
dark plains and meadows of & greyish celour, where the sheep
were feeding at large, in short, the view of the streams and rivers,
convinced . us that there was not a single useless or idle word in
the above-mentioned description, but that it was a most exact and
lively representation of nature. Thus will this fine passage, which
has always been admired for its elegance, receive an additional

beauty from its exactness. After we had walked, with a kind of
, : poetical
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poetical enthusiasm over this enchanted ground,- we retumed to
the village. . ,

The poet’s house was close to the church, the greatest part of
it has been pulled down, and ‘what remains, belongs to an adjacent
farm. I am informed that several papers in Milton’s own. hand,
were found by the gentleman who was last in possessxon of the
estate. The tradition of hishaving lived there is current among
the villagers: one of them shewed us a roinous wall' that made
part of his chamber, and (I was inuch pleased with another; whd
had forgotten the name of Milton, but recolleeted him by the
title of The'’ I!”oet.

It must mot be omitted, that the groves near this village are
famous for mghtmgales, wblch are so elegantly described in the
Pensieroso. Most of the cottage windows are overgrown with sweet-
briars, vines, and honey-suckles and that Milton’s habitation had
the same rustic ornament, we may conclude from his. descnptwn
of the lark bidding hnn good-morrow,

Thro” the sweeb-bmr, or the vine,,
* Or the twisted eglantine =

v

for it is ewdent, that he reant a sort of honey-suckle by the eglan~
tine; though that word is commonly used for, the -sweet-briar,
which he could. not mention twice in the same couplet.

If X ever pass a month or six weeks at Oxford in the Summe)'.
T shall be inclined to hire and repau'thxs venerable-tansion, and,
to make a festival for a. circle of friends,. i honeur of Milton, the
most perfect scholar; as well as the sublimest poet, that ous country,
ever produced, Such an honon: will be less splendid; but more
sincere and respectful, than ‘all the pomp and ceremony on. the
banks of the Avon. _ 1 have the honour, &c.
Towards-
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Towards the énd of this year, Mr. Jones accothpanied thé family
«of Lord Spencer in a journey to the Continent. I cannot:better
-describe his occupations and reﬁectlons during this excursion, than

uf his owh words =

*Mr JONES to C. REVICZKL
Nice, 4th Feb. 1770,.

The date of my lette: will not fail to surprize you;
for I do not, write from the plains, through which the Thames oy
Isis, so justly dear to me, glides, but fx;om the foot. of the Alps,
and 'in front of the Ligurian sea.

I have resided in this delightful little spot nearly three months;
it.was not. possible .therefore for me to receive your two most
acceptable letters, dated in September, and January, before my
departure from England : I bave read them with singular pleasure,

ta which their length did pot a little contribute, You cannot con-
ceive my anxiety to peruse youy Treatise on the Military Art of
the Turks ; it is, I understand, deposited in Lord Spencer’s housq
‘in London, but I expect to receive a copy by .the first vessel which
sails from England for this port, and I will take care that the
three remaining copies shall be safely and expeditiously delivered
to your friends, and if yours, mine also, although I do not even

know them by sight.

The approbation which your work has received in Germany,
delights, without surprizing me. It was-first mentioned to me by a
nobleman of that country, apparently a man of taste and amiable
manners, who holds, I believe, a public office at Milan; and he

* promised nof, only to send it to me, but to inform. me of your
bealth, and where to address you; a promise which gave me the

* Appendix, No. 11,
- greatest
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greatest satisfaction: for I suspected, (forgnve the injustice of the
suspicion) that I no longer retained a place in your remembrance,
and in consequence despaired of hearing from you, unless 1 first
wrote to you. In this suspense, I received your two most welcame
letters with fourteen odes: they are not only worthy of the lyre,
but the lyre to which they are sung, ought to be of gold. I am
indeed. proud of your condescension in asking my opinion of them,
as I can by no means think myself entitled to‘such an honour. I
will however make my remarks upon them as well as I can, and
return them to you when I receive an answer to this letter; for 1
should be sorry to trust such precious wntmgs to the uncertain cons
veyance of the post.
< -

This letter will probably reach yow in' a fortnight, and' I beg
you to gratify me-by an early acknowledgment of it; for I assure
you with great truth,. 'that nothing ean give me more pleasure than
a letter from you; however hasty. You perhaps wish to know how
I employed my time after your departere from-England ; a short
explandtion will suffice. * Amongst ‘ather occupations, I rewised:
and corrected’my Commentaries. on Oriental Poetry, and when I
was preparing an accurate transcription of the manuscript for
your perusal, I was unexpectedly interrupted by a busmess of more _

importance®. ¥ .
» - - » » »

I had scarcely brought this work to-a conclusion, when,. in con-
sequence of the sudden indisposition of the younger sister of my:
pupll (who frequently talks of yau) her father determined to pass-

* The busimess here alluded to,-is the translationof the hfe of Nadir Shah, the-
circumstances of which have been already detailed, and are repeated 52 another letter ;@
the particular mention made of them in the letter before the reader, is therefore un+
translated,.

the-
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the winter with his family in Ftaly, or the South of France. I was
therefore under the necessity of entrusting my bistory (as the King
of Denmark was anxious for its pubhcatlon) to a Frenchman, upon
whose accuracy I could depend, for correcting the errors of the
press. I have justlearned from him, that the work is printed ; and
I will take care that not even his Danish Majesty shall receive a
copy of it before you. Having thus left England, wg repaired to
Parnis, and after rather a tedious residence there, we proceeded with
great rapidity by the Rhone to Lyons, and from that place con-
tioued our journey by Marseilles, Frejus, and Aatibes, to Nice,
Where Spring 1n all ker charms perpetoal reigns,
And banish’d Winter flies the blooming plains.
Even here we shall remain longer than I wish; but I hope to return
te England by the beginning of June. I piopose, however, if I
sheuld have an epportunity, 4o cross the sea about the middle of this
month, and visit Florence, that celebrated colony of the Trium-
viri, and the cradle of reviving literature, as well as Romeg, the
nurse of all elegant arts, and perbaps Naples; but on this plan
you shall hereafter know my determination. You may perhaps
enqure, what.are my occupatiens«at this place: I will tell you in
few words; music, with all its sweetness and feeling; difficult
and'abstruse problems in mathematics; the beautiful and sublime
in poetry and painting ; these occupy all sny senses and thoughts;
nor do I neglect the study of the mmulitary art, which it would be
the greatest disgrace to an English gentleman, not to be acquainted
with. I have written much in my native language, and amongst
other things a little ‘Tract on Educationy in the manner of Aristotle,
that is, the analytic mamer. I have moreover begun a tragedy,
to which I have given the title of Soliman, whose most amiable
Won perished mxserably, as you know, by the treachery of a step-
‘mother. 'The story is full of the most affecting incidents, and has
gore sublimity even than the tragedies of .&Ebchylus, as it zbound;
wit
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with Oriental, images,,.,I send- you- tranglatiops of two odes,jone
from Hafez, the other from 4.}19 very ancient. Arabi¢ poet ; but 1 have
adapted the, images of, the Lastm‘ 1 the [Romanimanners;, and 1 flf
the remainder of the paper Mith & Greek epigram, in imitation of
a htt]e English song, . Farewelle, You shall have ‘your papers as
soon as I am, informed that ypu haye received this letter..

*'MEJONES to’N. B.' HALHED.
Ngcc, March 1, 1770,
~, Lreceived your short letter with great pleasure, as
it couvmcqrdJ me,, that,;you were not, msens1ble of my esteem for,
you, and such as resemble_you., I‘wrot;e immediately to my friends;
as you desired, most earnestly requesting them to promote your
views, as if my own mterest were, conccrned ;,if they accede to my
wishes in this 1'€:speét,L they' will obhge me ‘anid themselves too; fot
doubtless I‘shall be ready to make them every return that T can.
I think however that I.»shall have'it in.my power td serve you moére
effectually,: after my réturn to England ; 4nd I beg you td believe,’
that nolinclination or. efforts on my patt,r ishall ever be lwantmg to
_promote your wishesiw 1% .. ,
TIPS PRV PR ST B PN T T
My health is good ; but I long for those enjoyments, of which I
know.not well how to Bear the privatian.! When I first arrived here,
I was delighted witha variety of objects, rarely, if ever, seen in my
own couniry,~olives,' myrtles,. pomegranates, palms,' vineyards,
aromatic plé.nts,,and a sirprising, variety of the sweetest flowersy
blooming .in- the. midst. of winter. . But the attraction of novelty
has ceased ; .I.am!nowsatiated,Zand .begin to feel somewhat
of disgust... The: windows of our. inn are scarcely thirty paces from
the ses, and, as Ovid (beautifully says—; ;" -
’ n + 3 +'Tued;lon the umform expanse I goze.:

¥ Appendix, No, 1e.
« Ihave
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I have therefore no othef tesource than, lwith Cicero, to count thé
waved, ‘of, with Archimedes and Archytas, to measure the sdnds.
I ednnot deseribe 'to you how weary ¥ ani of this place, nor my
antiety to be'dgain at Oxford, where I might jest with you, or phi.
Idsophize with Pdore. 'If it be 'not inconvenient; I wish you would
write to me often, for1 long to know'how you and our friends are ¢
but write if you please in Latin, and with galety, for it ‘grieves me
to observe the uneasiness under which you appeaf to labour. Let
rite evér rétain a place in your affection, as you do in mine; continue
to cultivate polite literaturés wod theé muses ; revérence philosophy;
and give your days and nights to ¢othposition, with a due regard
kowéver to' the pieservation of your héalth.

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI
. L _ Nice, dpril y770.
It is impossible to desbnbe my 'vexation at hot

bearing from you, dnd E can only conclude that you have not
¥eceived my létter of February, or, what would be more unpleasant,
that your letter has miscarried, or'finally, what I dread evento
suspect, that I no longer retain a place in your remembrance.
I havé written to you from this place, hot (as Cicero says to Luc-~
cewus) @ very fie-epistle, but one that I cabnot but think would
be acceptable to you, because it was' very long, 4nd. contained,
besides, much information respecting myselfs After 4 sufficient
time for the receipt of an answer, which I most anxiously expected;
¥ daily enquired if there were any letters from Vienna j—none, none,
was the reply day after day. My anxiety andundasiness at this
disappointment. daily increased, - and nearly two months are now
elapsed without a line from you. What can I dd? or whatshall X
devise? I fear to trust your papers; which you desited me to

‘Appendlx, No. 18, N
return,
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return, {p a conveyance so. hazardous as the post } although I am
persuaded, it will be inconvenient, for,you 4o (be' so long without
them ; ,but althongh I cannot venture to send. them before Iheat
fram, you,; I ;inclose my .remaiks, which-you may throw into the
&ire,~if you do not like thera.im~they are,’.as you scemed ko 'msh.
somewhat hypercutxcal, and .psrhapsfkoo sevcre., s

xYoux Tre.at:.sn‘bn).the Mnlltary .Ant o£ the.T.urks, -delighted me
exeeedingly’; ,nothing .can. be more. useful or: opportune.. As: I
cannot depend upon Lhis letter seatching youw, I write but little,
baving . no.'wish, to talk .to thie.swinds, ‘and gisk the lgss of time,
which I can betier employ., I expect to leave this téwn about the
middle of the month. * My proposed Jtalian texpedition s deferred
to a future period. Farewell, my Charles, and remember me, as’I
do you. After my retiih .18 England, X' will write to you fre-
quently, and roy letters shall be longer and more cheerful.

t %My JONES %6+, REVICZKI.—Dafe erased. -

oAl Y erentacay nreay sttt allh tR 0 i
s tr o, Althongh Ieannot possibly.receive an answer ¢b my
detter before I leave this place, I will mot have'te reproach . myself
tfox Jleglecnnv shn ap ortunity.of writing.to you.” I ceacur most
Jeartily in. your ents on-the: pleasares. of .travelling, ‘as on all
-other subjects 3 nothing; in my opinion;ican be more sefol ‘or! more
delightful. « How much more “agreeable would sy journey be, if
I could ‘make: Vignoa a part of it, where ‘L. anight’ enjoy’ your
conversation, philosophize’ with you, trifle away ‘an -idle!hour, or
explare with you the:hidden- treasures of poetrys: As I am dé-
prived of sthis happiness,: 1. shall take the! libarty uof: usaying ssomie~
thing not so favourable of the pleasures, which I actua.l]y enjoy.
‘T am di sgusted with the odious' ;'atﬂe of* I‘rench gaxety ;' and the

. Appendlx, No. 1.
calm
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calm serenity of an Italian sky has something gloomy in it.- I am
so much in love with myself, 7. e. so much beside myself, that; in
my own eyes, I appear more worthy:of your friendship than ever.
You cannot conceive howidifferent I am from what yéu knew: me
in England. I was then young-and thoughtless; now I devote
myself wholly to polite hterature, and the great objects of my
ambition are virtue, fame, and, aboveall, your friendship; objects
than which nothing. can be more divine,. estimable, or dear to me.
That I may nof altogether write an unlettered letter, I send you a
Greek version- of an English epigram.. It was composed in a
«calm night, by a friend of mine, and I translated it at his request.
I think it will please-you, as'it appears to bave an affinity to the
style of Meleager, and other poets in the'Anthologia®.
. ‘\ AT
+ 1 .-To.Lady SPENCER. - ‘
ot . i « Nice, Aprit 14¢h, 1770.

It is with great pleasure, that I acquaint your
Ladyship, that Mrs. Poyntz, Lady Harriet, ‘and her brother, are
perfectly well ; Mrs. Poyntz goes this morning to Villa Franca; I
am to be her knight, and am just équipped to mount my Rosi-
nant® ; Mademoiselle, Annette'is to go upon Lady Mary Somerset’s
ass; so we shall make a formidable procession. . It isa delightful
morning, and I.hope Mrs. Poyntz iwill bepleased with her jaunt.
We have had very bad weather, violent rains, idnd sterms of thun-
der in the night, a close, sultry heat all day, and a ‘very sharp cold
every evening; butthe spring seems'now to be pretty well settled;
and I fancy we shall have. a continually clearsky, and a mild air, as
long as we stay., We all promise ourselves great: pleasure in our
journey homewards ; and we bave great reason.to believe it will be

# Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. it ;; 133.~In the origin:;l, Me. J;nes ndulges
himself with a play on words, which cannot be imitated in the translation.

enchantingly

[
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enchantingly pleasant, I have evéry.day'more and more feason to
be pleased with the unfolding of my pupil’s disposition ;. your Lady*
ship will perhaps, think these to: be words of course, and what yoii
might paturally éxpect from any, other person.in my situation; but,
believd me, .1 5ay thetr upon no other motive than, their truth; for
ifiit. were iny nature’ to.speak, to.any one.what I do not think, X
should at least speak truly to your Ladyshxp, ‘of whom I'am;: W)th

the greatest truth, IS v

The obliged, and grateful humb]e servant;
Ao . x‘VILLIAl\LJONI:Sh
. [

To Lady SPENCER .

tadal o0 Y » DParis, 4lh Jame, 1y70.

4

-1 . o,

. Your Ladyship will be surprised at receiving such a
parcel. of papers from mé ;: butl am willihg to make amends for
not writing all last month. ' The truth js, L had nothing particular
to say at that time ; but.on my arvival at Paris, I found a-letter
from my friend Reviczki, with'a very spinted ode composéd by hini,
upon the marriage -of, the Archduchess: .1 dare say Lord Spencer
will like it,” and I therefore take the liberty to inclose it_for
him.. I.bave marked;in,this:manner ©.two or three passages that
are faulty ;. and I have put this sign:>.to one stanza thatI do not
quite understand. ;.1 have also sent with it the Baron’s letter to me;,
‘which will: serve as a,comment upon many parts of the ode: You
-will have,heard.of the shocking accidents that happened here the
night of the, fire.works,  |Aliove one hundred and thirty people were
killed s .and several. people pf fashian, were crushed to death in their
ccarriages.... 'We had the good fortune.to arrive here two days after
‘this dreadful. gatastrophe; , which , perhaps has saved some.of ug, if
not from real danger; at Jeast, from! the apprehension-of it. We
shall, not.-be sorry to see England again, and hope to have that
pleasure very soon, .Saon after ,my return, I. think of, going to

Qxfard.



78 MEMOIRS OF TUHE LIFE OF

Oxford for a short time: but if Lord Althorpe goes back ¢o school
this summer, as I sincerely hope he will, I shall not go to' Col-
lege till Avgust; for I am convinced that a public school- has
already been, and will continue to be, of the highest advantage to
him in every respect. While Mis. Poyntz staid at Lyons, I made
an excursion ¢o Geneva, in hopes of seeing Voltaire, but was dis-
appointed. 1 sent him a note with a few verses, implying that
the muse of tragedy had left her ancient seat in Greece and Italy,
and had fixed her abode on the borders of a lake, &c. He returned
this answer: “ The worst of French poets and philosophers is
« almost dying; age and sickness have brought bim to his last day;
% he can converse with nobody, and entreats Mr. Jones to excuse
« and pity him. He presents him with his hamble respects.” But
he was not 50 ill as he imagined ; for he had been walking in his
court, and went into his house just as I came to it. The servants
shewed me somebody at a window, who they said was he; but I
. had scarce a glimpse of him. I am inclined to think that Voltaire
begins to be rather serious, when he finds himself upon the brink of
eternity ; and that he refuses to see company, because he cannot dis~
play his former wit and sprightliness.» I find my book* is published;
I am not at all solicitous .about its success: as I did not choeose the
subject myself, 1 am not answerable for the wild extravagance of
the style, nor for the faults of the original; but if your Ladyship
takes the trouble to read the dissertation at the end, you may
perhaps find some new and pleasing images. The work has one
advantage, it is certainly authentic. Lady Georgiana is so good
as to enquire how Soliman goes on; pray tell her be is in great
affliction, as he begins to suspect the innocence of Mustafa, who
is just slain. 'To be serious; my tragedy is just finished; and I
hope to shew it to your Ladyship ina short time.
© Tam, &c. Wirrian Jones.
* Trenslation of the Life of Nadir Shab, ° D
- e
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De. La Fontaine id with us§ hé seéms’ very well, but i¢ still
weak .and complaining: I rhust .add & little 'streke of Frencli
courage, which I have just heard: In ‘the midst of all the dis+
asters: of the firesworlis; the Mareschal de Richlién was i such

@ 'panic, that-he got' out of his' carriagé, and screamed out),
Est-ce qu'on: véut laidsef “perit "un Mareschal de France? N’y
a-t-il personne pour secourir un Mareschal de France ?—This wall
be an eternal joke' aga.mse him f—

- Mh JONES fo C REVICZKL
o "\ Spa July 1270
,‘Whak an idle,; unsettled fellow I am! I fly over
Europe;. searcely stopping any-where./. We' passed the widter'at
Nice;. enjoyed .the spring in France,i and I am now spending the
summer, (if  this, sainy season. may be so!:called). on' thé borders of
Germany. 1 certainly can without- any risk send' your manuscripts
from this place;.and I advise ypu by all ‘means to publish thenk. .
They are worthy of your ackhowledged talents, and will enstre you.
the applanse of all the learnédi I say this without flattery, .whicls
is indeed, foreign to. my character.. ‘The! criticisms which. I ‘sent to
“yau,.are, full of .errors, -and. you' must receive' them: with great
allowance; for during my: residence” at Nice, I was wholly with«
out ,ancient books, :of other, aids, to.which I am in the Liabit of
applyings nor do I nom possess them.:
! I L I S 20 N
: 1. have resqwed your, French letter, ‘withi an in¢omparable’ ode &
T was particularly charmed with that happy transition in‘it’;.
Q'ez kindred, or o'en friendship’s bier
Affection poure-a transient tearss—
Soan fhiey the cloud § the solar rays- |
s ‘Disperse the gloom, and brighter blaze.-
& Appendix, No. 15 ‘ -
Believe:
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Believe me, when T read these lines, I could scarely restrain my
tears; for nature has that power over me, that I am more affected
by the beauties of a tender simplicity, than by the loftiest figures
of poetry; and hence I am more delighted with a passage in the
first Pythian ode of the divine Pindar concerning the Muses, than
by his elaborate description of the Eagle and Atna*.

What shall I send in return for your present? Accept the ac-
companying ode, which is at least valuable for its antiquity. You
will perhaps smile; it is not an epithalamium on the marriage of
Antoinette the Dauphiness, but contains the eulogium of a very
ancient Chinese monarch, whose name, ‘though a monosyllable
only, I have forgotten. When I read the works of Confucius,
translated by Couplet and others, I was struck with admration at
the venerable dignity of the sentiments, as well as at the poetical
fragments, which adorn the discourses of that philosopher. They
sire selected from the most ancieng records of Chinese poetry, and
particularly from a work, ‘entitled Shi-king, of which there is a fine
copy in the royal hibrary'at Pans. I immediately determined to
examine the original; and, referring to the volume, after a long
study, I succeeded in comparing one of the odes with the version of
Couplet, and analysed every word, or, more properly, every figure
in it.* Of this ode, I now send you 4 literal translation: it is a
composition of a wonderful dignity and brewity; each verse con-
tains four words only, hence the .ellipsis is frequent in it, and
the obscurxty of the style adds to its sublimity. I have annexed a

* But tbey on earth, or the devouring main,
‘Whom nghteous Jove with detestation views,
‘With envious horror hear the heav’nly stram, -
Exil'd from prase, from virtue, and the muse,
West’s Translation,
# Sur William Jones’s Works, vol. ii. p. 851.

poetical
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poetical Version, mhking every verse correspond with the sense.of,
Confucius ; you will judge whether.I have sueceeded or not,1t.wall
be suffieient for me if it please you You knaw that this philo.
sopher; whom I may venture to- call the: Plata.of; China, lived
about six ' hundred years before .the Christian wra,.and he quotes.
this ode, as very ancieat in his time. It may.therefore be con-
sidered as a most precious' gem ofsantiquity, avhich proves, ‘that
poeti‘y bas been thé admiration of all people i in. all ages,;:and’'that
it : every-where adopts the same images: I must, say a.:few words
upon another work,- lest 'my long letter' of February,. centaining-d
particulaf account of it from first to last, should. have -miscarried.
T allude to the translation of the-life-of. Nadsr.Shah, from Persian
into French, a most disagreeable task, which I undertook at the
request ‘of my:iAugustus, -the King rof Denmarky who, L doubt
mot, will verify the high expectations: entertained of him im:Farope.
It was his special injunction, -that the: translation. should. he:strictly
literal, that I'should: supply sugh:notes as .might bernecessiry, asd,
. finally; that I.should add-a shdrt:dissertation on the poetry of the
Persidns.» I finished this tiresome twork: to-the best of my ability,
and with.such éxpedition, in.compliance: with the importunities
of his Ma_]esty,athat the whole book, and more particularly;the
dissertation, is full of errors. In the latter, I ventured to insert a
translation of ten odes of Hafez, 1from arvery splendid but.incor- "
rect manuscript, and without the aid of any commentary. I have
written to the Under-Secretary of State, requesting him to send
you a topy ¢f it as expeditiously as? possible ;.and I trust he will
notdisappoint me. RExcuse those errors which I could®not perhaps
have avoided, if I had possessed the greatest leisure, and which
the total want of it made almost. mevxtable. Excuse also the inser-
tion of the two ‘odeS\ whick you sent to me: thh a French translation
only; ‘and lastly, T must beg your excuse for the liberty which I
could not avoid taking of wmentioning ‘my friend ; for I could not
¥ resist
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resist the desire of letting the King know, how highly I valued you.
You will greatly add to the other proofs I have experienced of your
kindness towards me, by noticing the errors of the work, and par«
ticularly of the dissertation, which I mean to publish in a separate
volume.

The King of Denmark, as I am informed, approves my work
much, and has some honours in view-for me; but of what nature
1 know not. When he was considering what recompence he should
bestow upon me, a noble friend of mine informed his Majesty, that
I nether wished for nor valued money, but was anxious only for
some honorary mark of his approbation.

" I havedirected a copy of your Treatise on the Military Art of the
Turks, ta be sent to his Majesty, because 1t is worthy his perusal,
and because you are the author of 1t. Do not suppese that I now
.;'anlude, because I have nothing more to say ; my mind, in truth,
overflows with matter, and I have more difficulty in restraining my
pen, than to find topics for writing. But I will not abuse and
exhaust your patience with my quuaexty. For my sake, take care
of your Lealth.

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
Zierma, August 9, 1770,

Indeed, my dear Sir, I cannot think you much to
be pitied, for having past a year in travelling through various cli-
mates and regions; on the contrary, I think it extremely fortunate
that you have had an' opportunity which you are well qualified to
improve. You have escaped the severity of winter in the mild and
temperate climate of Italy, you have enjoyed the’spring in France

* Appendix, No.16. - q
an
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and England, and you are now! spending the summer on the con-
fines of Germany, in a place, which is the géneral rendezvous of
Europe ; and where you may see, at a glance, an assemblage. of
various nations. Is'not this delightful? Is not the great advans
tage of travelling, to explore the characters of different people?
I can however easily conceive the inconvenience which a man of
letters must. suffer from the want of means and opportunity to
pursue his studies,® and this alone is sufficient to diminish the
pleasure of it.

.. T am exceedingly obliged to you for the extraordinary com-
position with which you favouréd me; it is indéed a literary
curiosity. But pray infarm me, when you learned the Chinese lans
guage ; 1 did not. suspect- that, this was one of your.accomplish.
ments, but there are: no bounds to your acquisitions as a. linguist.
Lam the more delighted: with this little performance, ‘as I can rely
vpan it as a faithful translation from the Chinese language, of ﬂii'qh
the few things we have translated appear.very suspicious ; it has
not only the merit of being very ancient, but-in your version
appears even elegant. [ impatiently expect your life of  Nadir
Shah ; and I beg you to accept my .thanks for your attentiom, in
requesting the Under-Secretary of State to forward a copy of it to
me; nor am I less anxious to peruse the. essay, which you have
annexed ta it, on Oriental poetry. I aderire your comdescension in
submitting this werk to my criticism ; you must be sensible that
you incur little sisk by it, and that you are sure &f my approbation,
I shall however be ebliged to poiat out ane fault, ‘which & na
trifle,~your mentioning me in such honourable terms. I have' no
claim to this distinction, although, if I had foreseen your intention,
I would have at least ezerted myself to deserve it. There are
several of. our Vienna ladies and. gentlemen now at Spa, whe are
all well worthy of your acquaintance.- I am informed that Lady

Spencer
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Spencer is an inimate friend of the Princess Eazterhazy; she can
introduce you to the acquaintance of an amiable and respectable
lady, who knows how to estimate the value of persons of merit. I
have nothing at present worth troubling you with. I reserve this
pleasure for a future opportunity, and in the mean time am, with
great respect and veneration,
Your very humble servant,
Reviczkl.

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.

Vienna, Oct.16th, 1770,
Although your last letter gives me no information of
your intended destination after your departure from Spa, I con-
clude from your very silence, that you are now in London. This
opinion is confirmed by thelate receipt of your letter. I was de-
prived of the pleasure of hearing from you during my excursion
into Hungary ; nor did your letter reach me till after my return to_
Vienna, long subsequent.to its date,.and when the subject of it
was in fact obsolete. Most sincerely do I hope that your wishes
may be gratified, and that after sowuch travelng, I may.have

the pleasure of seeing you at Vienna.

The French are light and- frivolou's, the Italians effeminate and
enervate, and the Germans may perhaps be dull and morose; yet
they are not on this account to be despised, for.if nature has not
endowed them with the more elegant qualities, they possess what
is more valuable, and win the affections of strangers by plain
dealing and simplicity of manners. -

I give this testimony to the character of the Germans, without
partiality, for I am as much a stranger in Germany, as I lately

* Appendix, No. 17,
was
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was in England; and no one, at all acquainted 'with the character
and country of the Gefmans and Hungarians, can possibly consider
them the same, for they are not only dissimilar in disposition,

- language, and mangers, but in their very nature: I willnot how-
ever, dissemblé, but,candidly ' confess the truth, that my'way of

+ life here is extremely pleasant; nor bave I any doubt’ that you,
who are so accurate'a judge.of mankind, will one day readily
subscribe to my opinion of this patiop. ”

I smile at your dec]aratlon that you are changed, and that you
hope to be more agreeable to lme, from havmg renounced youthful
grauﬁcatlons, and devoted yourself to the cultivation .of literature
and thg pursuit of virtue ; for my own pa.rt I only w1sh to find you
again precisely the same as when I knew and admlred you, m
England, faultless and lrreproachable. I confess indeed, that what
1 partlcularly valued in “you, was the happy talent of bIendmg
' pleasure and’ recreation, with the most intende study and thxrst for
literature.

Take care howevex, that you do not suffer the ardour of apphca-
Stion to deprive you of the gratlﬁcatlons of life, suﬁclently bnef in
their own nature; they are indeed so connected with hterature,
that the wise and the' 1earned only are qualified for the true enjoy-
ment of them, Take care a]so, that you have not hereafter reason
to complam, in the ‘words of Horace:

Ah why, while slighted joys I vainly meurh,~
Why will not youtb,' with youthful thoughls, return ¢

The chastity of the Muses, and their enmity to Venus, isa mere
fable adapted to fiction; jfor poetry delights io repose on downy
pillows. I now turn to another subject. I have not yet received

your translation of the Persian ‘manuscript which you promlsed me,.
and
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and which indeed you seem to have sent ; what has delayed its
arrival I know not, and will trouble you ta enquire about it.

I have'read again and again the beautiful English song, with
your elegant translation of 1t in two languages, and ¥ am delighted
with it. I wonder however that you are so little satisfied with the
Latin version of it, with which I'am highly pleased.

* - * * * »

The last letter was received by Mr. Jones, after his retusn to
England. It may be regretted that his correspondence during his
excursion to the Continent, should have been confined chiefly to
Iiterary topics, and that his letters contain no observations of ‘a
particular nature, on the characters and manners of the French,
Itahans, and Germans, amongst whom he so long resided. They
e‘lhlblt however what may be more interesting to those who are
anxious to explore his mind and feelings, an undisguised picture of
them ; and for this reason, I more particularly regret that so few
of his letters should have been preserved. The account which he
gives of his success in deciphering an ode of Confucius, isare-
markable proof’ of his ardour for %ixniversal literature, and of his
invincible application in the pursuit of it. He had before acquired
the keys of the Chinese language, and having accidentally dis-

_ covered, through the medium of an inelegant translation, a treasure
locked up in it, he applies them skilfully, and, with great per-
severance, obfains access to it.

Nothing remains of the Treatise on Education, mentioned by Mr.
Jones, except the plan; as it is short, I present 1t %o the reader
in this place, He will probably regret with me, that the Treatise, if
it ever were completed, no longer exists. In the culture of his
own talents, Mr, Jones appears strictly to have pursued the objects

which
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which ' he points out as the end of education in  general, and
to have attempted the attainment of them, by the means which
be recommends to others. This little sketch was written in his
twenty-third year,

PLAN OF AN ESSAY ON EDVUCATION.

A celebrated Eastern philosopher begins his first dissertation with
the following period. The perfect education of a great man, con-
sists in three points: in cultivating and improving his understanding s
in assisting and reforming his countrymen; and in procuring to
himself the chief good, er a fixed and unalterable habit of virtue.

1 have chosen the words of this sublime author, as my subject
for n series of essays, il which I design to discourse on education
bt its fullest extent, tracing it from its beginning with the elemen~
tary parts of language, to the great end proposed by it, that is, the
ability to benefit mankind and ourselves, either in war or in peace,
by action or by speculation. I shall, however, make a $light
deviation from the:definition of the philosopher, by fixing the good
of .ourselves and our fellow-creatures, as the primary end proposed
by a liberal education ; and by considering the cultivation of our
understanding, and the acquisition of knowledge, as the secondary
objects of it. For knowledge must certainly be acquired before it
tan be conveyed. to .othersy .the consequence of actions must be
known, before the good can be selected from the evil ; and the
mind must be enhghtened by an improvement of our natural
Teason, before & proper distinction can be made between the real
and the apparent good. Now, as. neither this knowledge can be
perfectly. obtaimed, nor.the reason: ompletely improved, in the
short duration of humman life, unless the accumulated  experience
and wisdom of all ages and all nations, be added to - that which we
tan gaio by our own researches, it is mecessary to understand the

languages
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languages of those people who have been, in any period” of the
world, _ distinguished for their superior knowledge; and that our
own attainments may be made generally -beneficial, we must be
able to convey them to other nations, either in their respective
dialects, or in some language, which, from jts peculiar excellence
and utility, may be in a manner unmiversal. It follows, therefore,
that the more immediate object of education is, to learn the lan-
guages of celebrated nations both ancient and modern. But as
these cannot, consistently with reason and propriety, be taught
before our native tongue, our first step must be to make ourselves
perfect masters bf the language of the country in which we are born.

In consequence of thisanalysis, I intend to distribute my disser-
tation into several distinct treatises; on language, on the under-
standing, on knowledge, on the good of mankind, and on the good of
ourselves, or private happiness.

But there are other acquisitions which must go, as it were, hand
in hand with those above mentioned. I mean those which refresh
and enliven the mind, and those’which improve and adorn the
body.” For as the human mind, by reason of its earthly ime
pediments, cannot at all times support with equal advantage its
attention to abstracted subjects, but requires many intervals of
relaxation, it is necessary that some state be found between labour
and rést, to prevent the faculties from lying totally inactive. Hence
proceeds the’ use of polite literature, and of the liberal arts, of
poetry, of painting, and of music, which relieve the mind after
any violent exertion of its powers, and prepare it for the reception
of fresh knowledge with greater alacrity. And as the mind can
neither attend to instruction nor receive refreshment, unless the
body enjoy at least a moderate share of health, those exercises are

essentlally necessary, which tend to procure or preserve it, and
which
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which have the double advantage, of strengthening the constitution,
by promoting a free and regular circulation, and of giving grace
to the body, by forming it to easy and elegant motions. Hence
arises the great advantage of manly sports,. of dancing, of swim-
ming, of managing the horse, and of using every sort of weapon ;
to which must be added, the habit of declaiming with an oratorical
voice and gesture, an exercise by no, means general, but perhaps
more useful aud more ornamental than any of the others. Con-
sistently with this division of necessary accomplishments, I shall add
two discourses, .on the-pohte arts, and on exercise,
* * » » » - ¥
From the terms,in which Mr. Jones speaks of the tragedy of
Soliman, in one of his letters, it appears, that he was considerably
advanced towards its completion; and from the mention whichhe
Afterwards makes of it, in another to Reviczkl, it would seem that
it was actually finished, but I have in vain attempted to discover
any traces of it. The preface to Soliman, written by Mr. Jones,
has been communicated to me, but does not appear sufficiently
correct for publication. He notices in it, the custom of poets to
send abroad their pieces with prefatory discourses calculated to
“mislead the taste or judgment of their readers, and exemplifies the
remark, by reference to Dryden, La Motte, and Corneille. Of
Dryden, he obseryes, that, having composed tragedies in rthyme, he
thought it necessary to prepare the public for so novel an attempt
by telling them in his advertisements, that every tragedy should be
written in rhyme; that La Motte purposely violated the umties of
the Drama; while Corneille preserved them with an exactness
approaching to affectation; and that each endeavoured in a prefa-
tory discourse to prove himself alone in the nght. He disclaims ail
idea ‘of imitating a conduct, which he pronounces absurd’ and
useless, and contents himself with a few hints on the principles
which had directed him in the composition of the tragedy. ‘
N The
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The object of theatrical representation, he vremaiks, is to convey
pleasure, and ‘the hope of receiving it, is the inducement which
carries people to the theatre; observing, that Shakespeare delights
and transports him, while Corneille lulls him to sle¢p, and judging
of the feelings of others by his own, he éoncludes, that all who
understand both authors perfectly, must be affected in the same
manner. He determines therefore to take Shakespeare for his
model, not by adopting his sentiments, or borrowing his expressions,
‘but by aiming at his mammer, and by striving to write as he sup-
poses he would have written himself, if he h‘ad lived in the eighteenth
century. ’

M ustapha, upon whose story the tragedy is founded, was put to
death by 'his father, Soliman the Magnificent, about the year 1553.
The history of this unnatural murder is pathetically related by
Knolles, in his General History of the Turks, who styles Mustapha
« the murror of courtesie, and rare hope of the Turkish nation.”
In the representation of his tragedy, Mr. Jones intended to observe
closely the costume ‘of the Turks, which he had attentively studied,

Mr. Jones now determined to enter upon a new career of life.
"Whatever satisfaction he might derive from his connection with the
noble family, in which he had undertaken the office of tutor, “or
‘whatever Tecompence he might ultimately hope to receive from their
gratitude or friendship, the situation did not altogether correspond
‘with his feelings, nor the extent of his views. To a spirit of in-
dependence, which from his earliest years strongly marked his
character, he united the laudable desire of acquiring public distinc-
tion, and of making his fortune by his own efferts; above all, he
‘was animated with the noble -ambition of being wuseful to his
country. In the capacity of private tutor, his expectations were’

bounded by a narrow ‘prospect, and his exertions circumscribed ;
whilst
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whilst in the profession of the law, he saw an ample scope for the
gratification of all his wishes; and from his extensive knowledge,
studious babits, and indefatigable industry, he had every reason tq
expect the most byilliant success. The advice and importunity of
his friends ronfirmed the suggestions of his own reflection, and he
resolved to resign his charge in Lord Spencers family, and to
devote himself in future to the study and practice of the law. Ig
consequence of this determination, which he immedxately executed, -
. he was admilted into the Temple on the nipeteenth of September
1770.

¢
-

His attention, however, was not at first exclusively configed tp
his professional studies, nor was it indeed ‘to, be expected, that
he would at once renounce his attachment to Orienfal Jearning and
literature in general. It would bave required mare than or,dmar'y
resolution to abandon at once, what had ,cost him so much pajns
to acquire; the attainment of which, had bgen the source hoth of
pleasure and distinction to him. But as his letters and those of his
friends, .duting the two following years, confain all that I cap say
of him, I refzr the reader to them for-information,, rather than to 3
aarrative of my own., |

» .MmJONES to @ ;KEVICZK.I
- , March ]771. )
A plague on our men in office, who for six months
have amused me with idle promises, which I see no prospect of
their fulfilling, that they would forward my booksand a, letter to.
tyou! They say, thatthey have not yet had .an opportunity; ,3nd
¢hat the apprehension of a Spanish ;war (whick is pow np more)
Jurnishes tbem with incessant oceupation. I have however so much
4o say.to you, that I can no llonger delay mriting ; .1 wish indeed
"1™ Appendix, No. 18 .
: I could
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I could communicate it in person. On my late return to England, I
found myself entangled, as it were, in a variety of important con-
siderations. My friends, companions, relations, all atticked me
with urgent solicitations to banish poetry and Oriental literature for
a time, and apply myself to oratory and the study of the Jaw; in
other words, to become a barrister, and pursue the track' of ambi-
tion. Their advice in truth was conformable to my own inchnations;
for the only road to the highest -stations ia this country is that of
the law, and I need not add, how ambitious and laborious I am.
Behold me then become a lawyer, and expect in future, that my
correspondence will have somewhat more of public business in it.
But 1f it ever should be my fortune to have any share in admi-
nistration, you shall be my Atticus, the partner of my plans, the
confidant of my secrets. Do not however suppose, that I have
altogethier renounced polite diterature. I intend shortly to publish
my English poems, and I mean to bring my tragedy of Soliman on
the stage, when I can find ‘proper actors for the performance of it.
T intend also composing an epic poem, on a noble subject, under
the title of Britanneis: ‘but this I must defer until I have more
eisure, with some degree of indepéndence. .In the jnean time, I
amuse myself with the choicest of the Persian poets; and I have
the good fortune to possess many manuscripts,- which I have either
purchased or borrowed from my friends, on various subjects, in-
cluding history, philosophy, and some of the most celebrated poetry

of Persia.

I am highly delighted with Jami’s poem of Yusef and Zuleika;
it contains somewhat more than four thousand couplets, each of
which is a star of the first brilhance. e have six copies of this
work at Oxford, one of which is correct; it has the vowel points,
and is illustrated with the notes of Golius. I alsa possess a copy,

which, as soon as I have leisure, I will print. Let me ask in the
mean
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fnean time how you are employed? Do you continue your occus,
pation of- elucidating your fafourite Hafez? I will most willingly
give all the assistance in my, power to the publication of your work;
if you will have, it printed in London ; but I scarcely think that
any printer will undertake it at his own expense, unless the poems
are accompanied with an English or Fiench translation, for you
cannot conceive how few English gentlemen understand Latin. Let
me recommend to you therefore to give a literal version of Hafez
in French, with annotations in the same language; and this I think
will be. more acceptable even to your own countrymen, than a
Latin translation ; "though indeed you may annex -to your work
such- odes as, you have translated into that language. The new
edition of Meninski: goes on tolérably well; I inclose a specimen
of the new Arabic, types, and: earnestly beg your opinion upon
¢hem, that any.defects .may be corrected as soon as possible. I
have:had ‘a . copper-plate engraving ‘made of one of the odes of
Hafez, and may perhaps, when my circumstances afford it, print an
edition of Jami’s whole poem in the same manner. A work of this
kind on silken paper, would I doubt not be very acceptable to
the Govetnor of Bengal, and the other principal persons in India.
I cannot conceive what is become of the book which I sent to you,
but I will .take' the first, opportunity of transmitting a fairer and
more correct copy, together with my little Treatise ory the Literature
of Asia, and my:Grammax of the Persian Language, which is printed
with some degree of elegance; and I earnestly entreat you to tell
e, if any thing is wrong in it, or any thing omitted, that the next
edition may be more perfect. I only wait for leisure to publish
my Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry.
v . L8
Do not however imagine that I despise the usual enjoyments of
youth; no one can take more delight in singing and dancing than
I dp, nor in the moderate use of wine, nor in the exquisite beauty
of
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of the ladies, of whom London affords an enchanting variety: but I
prefer glory, my supreme delight, to all other gratifications, and I
will pursue it through fire and water, by day and by night. Oh}
my Charles, (for I renounce all ceremony, and address you with
ancient simiplicity) what a boundless scene opens to my view! if I
had two lives, I should scarcely find time for the due execution of
all the public and private projects which I have in mind ¢

Mr. BATES to W. JONES, Esq.

Sir; March 27¢k, 1771,
. * Last night, I recetved from Mr. Willhams your most
Ingenious and satisfactory letter, for which my heartiest thanks are
tue. If you have no objectioit to it, as I think you cannot,. I pro-
pose té embellish my MS. with it, by sticking it into the book, in
like manner as I have done my own account of it. It 'will be no
small addition to the curiosity of the book; for I can easily
foresee, that in times to come, a piece of your band-writing will be

1doked upon as a curiosity by virtuosi yet unborn.

In the mean time, I hope this-letter does not preclude Your
fulfilling your promise of obliging me with another visit (and I hope
5till inore) after your return from Oxford, at the end of the holidays.
T assure you, I wait for the end of those holidays, as impatiently
hs most schoolboys dread and abhor it. Therefote I beg yow
tyould favour me 'with a line to apprise me of your return back to
towh, that in case I should, in the dialect of Deptford, be moored
head and stern by the gout, I may let you know as much, to save
you the trouble of a visit, that will answer ne end; but if I keep
clear from that malady, as I am at present, I shall beg you totake
b'nightcap here, that' we'may spend one ¢éntire morhihg in Oriental
spéculation, “"i‘t"h'or}{t the intetruption of other company., For I

' have
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-have still many queries which you inust sesolve. I heartily wish
you g, pleasant journey ; and hops that, for the good of the Literati,
syou'll be blessed with life and health to go on with the noble up-
dertaking you ere engaged im, and that youll meet with the
merited success.
1.am, Sir, &c.
) Jaues Bates.

* Mr, JONES to D, B. \

London, dpril 1101
Your Persian book is more yaluable than the cost-
Tiest jewel. Meninski, that npiversal scholar, has a copy exactly
like yours, and he describes it in his usual manger, that jis, jingle-
_gaotly, and in miserable Latin. From his description, ygu may
however estimate the real excellence of your peok. I shall begleave
to say something more about it myself,,and as a poet, venture to
.affirm, that the six qmost heantiful poems jin the .wolyme .are far
more valuable for their intrinsic merit, than for ghe elegange . of the
charactersin which they are written, or for the glowing gints ,of ,the

-pictures which adorn them. ,

4 . AANN I N
The author of these poems was the very celebrated Nezami, who
.assymed the name of Kenjavi; he flourished towards the close of
.the twelfth century, agd was the fayqurite of that Jllustrious warrior,
.and patron of literature, Togrul, the son of Erslan.

' 'Thebook comprises five paems, the Jast of which js diyided intp
Awo parts; the first, which is entifled The Treasury of Secpets,
.contains many fables, and jvarious discourses on moralduties and
<humap affairs; Nushirovan, Kiog of Persia, who, fowards, the. end
of the sixth century, waged a successful war against the first Justin, ~

) * Appendix, No. 19. i
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and Justinian are frequently introduced in it; Mohammed, the
legislator of Arabia, was born during his reign, and praises him
for his justice, in the Coran. The Persian poets Sadi, Hafez, Jami,
and others, frequently extol his virtues, and one of them has this
couplet :

For ages mingled with hus parent dust,
Fame still records Nushirovan the Just.

The second poem commemorates the lives of a most amiable
‘youth, (named Mujnoon, or the Frantic, from bis mad passion) and
his mistress, the beautiful Leili. 'The loves of Khosro and the
adorable Sherin, form the subject of the third poem. Khosro was
the twenty-third in descent from Sassap, and the grandson of
Nushirovan. The fourth poem has the title of The Seven Figures,
and recites the history of King Beharam, whom the Greeks, with
their usual inaccuracy, call Varanes: but it more particularly de-
scribes his seven palaces, each of which is said to have been
distinguished by a particalar colour. In the fifth, we have the Life
and actions of Alexander; it is h9wevet to be remarked, that the
Asiatics perpetually confound the Macedonian monarch with an-
other and very ancient king of the same name, and blend their actions
most ridiculously. Thus much about your book, and you may
depend upon what 1 say, as eertain and not conjectural. I sin-
cerely rejoice, that St. John’s College, at Cambridge, will possess
this treasure by your gift; and ¥ no less sincerely Lope, that your
own University will boast some future scholar, capable of tho«
roughly undemstanding the elegance of the charming Nezami. If
any one wishes to obtain further information- respecting this poet,
let him consult the pleasing work of Dowlat Shah of Samercand,
on the lives of the Persian poets. I saw a beautiful manuscnpt

of it at Paris.—Farewell.
Mr.



1}
SIR WILLIAM JONES. 97

Mr. JONES to J. WILMOT, Esq.

. , Univ. Coll. Ozford, 3d of June, 1771.
MY DEAR WILMOT,

It makes me very happy to hear that my Lord
Chief Justice does not retire on account of ill health, but from a
motive which does him the highest honour. He will now enjoy the
greatest happiness of human life, ease with digoity, after having
.passed through, the most honourable labour without danger. I
should think, myself highly blessed, if I could pursue a similar
course in my small sphere, and, after baving raised a competency at
the bar, could retire to the bowers of learning and the arts,

I have just begun to contemplate the stately edifice of the
Jaws of England,—
“ The gather’d wisdom of a thousand years,”—
if you will allow me to parody a line of Pope. I do not see why the
study of the law is called dry and unpleasant; and I very much sus-
pect that it seems so to those only, who would think any study un-
pleasant, which required a great application of the mind, and exertion
of the memory. _I have read most attentively the two first volumes
of Blackstone’s Commentaries, and the two others will require much
less attention. I am much pleased with the care he takes to quote
his authotities in the margin, which not only give a sanction to
what he asserts, but point out the sources to which the student may
apply for more diffusive knowledge. I have opened two common-
place books,' the one of the law, the other of oratory, which is
surely too much neglected by our modern speakers. I do not
mean the popylar eloquence, which cannot be tolerated at the bar,
but that correctness of style, and elegance of method, which at
once pleases and persuades the hearer. But I must lay aside my
studies for about six weeks, while I am printing my Grammar, from
’ o which
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which a good deal is expected; and which I must endeavour to
make-as perfect as a human work canbe.  When that is finished,
I shall attend the Court of King’s Bench yery constantly, and shall
either takea lodging in Westminster, or accept the iavitation of a
friend, in Duke Street, who has made me an obliging offer of
apartments.

I am sorry the characters you sent me are not Persian but
Chinese, which I cannot decipher without a book, which I have
not at present, but tous Chinois qu'ils sont, I shall be able to make
them out, when the weather will permit me to sit in the Bodleian.
In the mean time, I would advise you to enquire after a native of
China, who is now in London; I cannot recollect where he lodges,
but shall know when I come to town, which will be to-morrow or
Saturday. I shall be at Richardson’s till my Grammar is finished,
unless I can buy a set of chambers in the Temple, which I fear will
be difficult. I will certainly call upon you in a dayor two. On
one of the Indian pictures at your house, there was a beautiful
copy of Persian verses, which I will beg leave to*transcribe, and
should be glad to print it, with a translation, in the Appendix to
my Grammar. I have not yet had my Persian proposals engraved,
but when you write to your brother, you would much oblige me by
desiring him to send me a little Persian manuscript, if he can pro-
cure it without much trouble. It is a small poem which I intend to
print; we have six or seven copies of it at Oxford, but if I had
one in my possession, it would save me the trouble of transcribing
it. I have inclosed its title in Persian and English. I am very
glad that your family are well. I wish them joy upon every occa=
sion; my mother and sister desire their compliments to you, and
I am, with great regard,

Yours, most affectionately,
‘WiLzzan JoNES.
Mr.
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Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS.

/ Noo. §, 1771,
T shall ever gratefully acknowledge, dear Sir, my

obligation to you for the trouble you take in inspecting my frifles,
Had Dryden and other poets met with such a filend, their poems
would have been more polished, and consequently more fit to se¢
the light. Your observations are so judicioys, that I wish you had

not been so sparmg of them. I entirely approve of all your
corrections, &c. .

As to the years, in which the poems were written, they are cer-
tainly of no copsequence to the public; but {unless it be very
absurd) T would wish to specify them, for it would hurt me asa
student at “the bar, to have it thought that I continue to apply
myself to poetry ; and I'mean to insinuate that ¥ have given it up
for'several years, which I must explain more fully 'in the preface.

For a mah who wishes to rise in the law, must be supposed to have
no other object.

* C. REVICZKI to l\l[r JONES.
mea, Oct. 18, YI71.
I have waited nearly twelve months to no purpose,
for an opportunity of sending you my last work, ‘which at your
Yecommendation has been pubhshea the pohteness of ope of thé
secretaries of the ﬂngllsh embassy, who is returning to Emrland‘
has at last supplied it, "by kindly offering to6 take charoe of this
productmn of mine (unless you' will call it yours) and delver it to
you. It is my wish to avail myself of the same opportunity to
thank you for your present, but it is hot in my power to make you
the due acknowledgemeuts: it is sufficient te prodalm your deeds.

* Appendix, No.20.

1 admire
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I admire your wonderful labour and learning, and more particu-

“larly -your diligence 1n the triple work, with which you have favoured
me; but I blush at the extravagant encomiums which you have
bestowed upon me. If you persevere as you have begun in culti~
vating Oriental literature, the republic of letters will be greatly
obliged to you. T am extremely anxious to know what recompence
his Danish Majesty, or your own Sovereign, at his recommendation,
has conferred upon your learned labours. I should rejoice to have
it in my power to congratulate you, and those who esteem you as
much as I do, on your distinguished merit having been honourably
rewarded.—Farewell.

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.
Ozford, Dec. 1771.
Thiiteen months, or rather I may say years, have
elapsed, without a line from my friend! I have however written to
you twice, once and very fully in Latin, last March, and again in
July, in a great hurry, in French. These letters contained a detailed
account of my occupations and.views, of the profession which I
had adopted, and of the splendid objects to which I ambitiously
looked forward. You have, I trust, received my four books, which,
Mr. Whitchurch, Chaplain to our Ambassador, at my request pro-
mised to dehver to you at Vienna. I recommend him to your
particular attention, as a young man of an excellent disposition,
and very fond of literature. This will be presented to you byMr.
Drummond, a man of letters, who proceeds to Vienna for the
purpose of studying physic. You know that the medical profession
is held in the bighest estimation with us, and, as Homer says,

A wise Physician, high distinction clamms,

* Appendix, No, 21.=This letter must have been wniten before the receipt of the

last from Reviczkr.
> -

5 your
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your reception -of them ‘both will, I hope, do. credit to my recom-
mendation..

I beg your acceptance also of a little Philippic*, which I wrote
against an obscure coxcomb, who had the audacity to abuse our
University, not with impumty, I trust, if the edge of my discourse ~
bave any effect upon the senseless knave. * I have disquieted,”
{as Cicero, says of his Commentaries) ** the Irench nation.” How
goes’ on [afez,, our, mutual delight? Shall we never see your
‘translation of hus ebarming odes?, Tell me, if you like my English
version of the second odef? it has been favourably regeived by my
own countrymen. I should like.to translate several more of his.
odes, but I want lewsure,

I have not yet found .any translator capable of doing justice ter
your Treatise on the Mlhtary Art of the Turks. All agree that
Jour preface is both learned and elecant, _but they urge, as you
.yourself remark m the :ntroductlon, that the book does not cor-
respond with 1ts title, The Prmozples of i thc Sczence qf Government.

The orrgmal of this work in the Turkish language, with many
others printed at Constantmople, including a most beautiful copy
of the Odes of Mesihi, are deposited in the library of our Royal
. Society. "I beg to be informed if all the works published by
Ibrahim, which you so_much commend, are to be purchased in
Germany, Hungary, or the Eastern parts.of Turkey; as in that
case, I should wish to procure them.

‘What news from Turkey ? no mention of Peace? Whenever the
war with Russia is at an end, I propose making an open and direct
application for the office of Minister at Constantinople ; at present,

* Warks, vol. v. p. 183. -1 Works, vol. n. p. 244.
‘ Tcan
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I can obly privately whisper my wishes, The King is very well
disposed towards me; so perhaps are the men in power; and the
Turkish Company wish much to oblige me; all.that I have to
apprehend, is the appearance of some powerful competitor who may
drive me off the stage. If I should succeed in my wishes, how
shall I bound for joy! First, I shall enjoy your company at Vienna,
then I shall drivk deep of Asiatic literature, and I shall explore
the Turkish manners in their most hidden sources. If I am dis-
appointed, philosophy remains; the bar is open, and I shall not,
1 trust, want employment; for the harvest of htigation is always:
sbundant. T shall apply to the study of eloquence, to poetry,
hstory, and philosophy, each of which, if properly cultivated,
would occupy a complete hife of .

« Such men as live in these degenerate days.”

I could say much more, but I yield to the imperious summons (not
of Proserpine I hope, but) of the goddess, if there be one, who
presides over our tribunals. You may expect longer letters in
future from me: and in the mean time I hope to hear very fully
from you.—~Farewell, my dear friend.

Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS.
Westminster, Jan. 16, 1772,

As I have a frank directed to you, I take the

Tiberty to inclose 4 letter for my mother, which I beg you will be so
kind as to scnd to her. I have nothing at present to say on the
subject of my publication, except that you will be so good as to
send me the sheets_of the Essays, under cover, to Mr. Brudenell,
lest thiere should be any thing that may be altered. 1 entreat you
also to criticise my prose, as you have done my verse, and to repri-
mand me severely, where you find 1t stiff, foiced, or obscure, I
forgot to mention another respectable schelar, who saw and ap-
proved
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proved my poems, I macan the present Bishop of §t. Asaph, whose
learping, ¢o say @ great deal, is as extensive as his virtues are’
amiable. Di. Warton, of Winchester, is another excellent' criticy
through whose hands my trifles shall pass hefore they see the light.
I have dined with him at Sir Joshua Reynelds’s, where he paid me
a complimen! before the whole company, which I cannot wite
without, blashing + e said, my Greek poems which he had seen in
manuscript, were worthy of gucient Greece. 1'dare say this learned
and ingenioys man, will suffer me to send to him a.copy of the poemg
*at Winchester; and that he will make his remarks wery sincerely.
When ] ‘have collected the itriticisms of these gentlemen, I will
compare them, and add my correctiops at the end, under the title
of emendations, as Pope has inserfed bia alterations in the text of
his poems, and set <lown the variations, or first readings, in the
margin., I think it will he befter (as we must nat Jose the season
for publication) to send the copies to my 'friends, @s soon as the
trifle on Cheay is printed, a.nd to 5bew them the prose afterwards.

My Turkish History w111 go to the press on Monday. « Lord
Radnor bas given me leave, in the mest flattexing texms, to inscribe
it to him.

I have a nation J shall be a great talker when I am at the bar;
- for T cannot take up my pen without filling three sides of paper,
though I have pothing to say when I sit down, .
I am, &¢.

* Mr. JONES to ROBERT ORME, Esq.
: dprit 1772,

It is impossible for me to describe the delight and

admiration I have felt, from the perusal of your History of the

* Appendix, No. 22 W
ar
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1

War iu India. The plans, circumstances, and events of it, are so
tlearly described by you, that I felt an interest in them rather as an
actor than a reader. I was particularly pleased with your dehnea-
tion of the hves and characters of those, who had distinguished
themselves by their actions or wisdom ; nor was I less dehghted with
the elegance of your topogiaphical descriptions ; that of the Ganges
particularly pleased me; it is absolutely a picture. I have re-
marked, that the more polished historians of all ages, as well as the
poets, have been fond of displaying their talents in describing rivers.
Thus Thucydides describes the Acheldus, and Xenophon the Te-"
leboas,” and both admirably, though in a different manner; the
latter with his usual brevity and elegance, the former with a degree
of roughness and magnificence not uncommon to him. With
respect to your style, if elegance consist in the choice and colloca-
tion of words, you have a most indubitable title to it; for you have
on all occasions selected the most appropriate expressions, and have
given to them the most beautiful arrangement; and this 1s almost
the greatest praise, which a composition can claim. .
‘The publication of the second part of your History, which has
been so long and earnestly looked for, will be ighly acceptable to
those whose opinions you respect; and I need not say that it will
add to your reputation. Indeed it is not just, that the Coromandel
coast only should receive the ornament of your pen, to the neglect
of Bengal, which an Indian monarch pronounced the delight of
the world.
N N T T
If the reader should complain that the correspondence presented
to him, is not always important or interesting, I can only plead in
excuse, my inabihity to make any selection that would obviate this
‘remark, without being liable to the weightier objection of exhibiting
an imperfect picture of the character of Mr. Jones. To me it is
pleasing
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pledsing to frace him'in his closet,i unfold his meditations, develop
his projects, and: 'fallowdum in his ifamiliar intercourse with  his
friends; and whilst my admiration is-excited by the ardour of his
mind, embracing in idea excellence unattainable even by him;
and concerving works impracticable from iheir extent, I participate
with equal pleasure én' his relaxations and amusements, :
[T SR : v L
The plan of the Epic Poem, which he mentions in. his Jetters.to
his Polish friend, was sketched during his residence at Spa, in July
.1770. “The 'briginal manuscript has beén! preserved ;'tand I'am
ehabled to communitate it to the public*, . The. subject, of<the
poem- was the supposed discovery of ‘our:island, by Tyrian advens
turers, and he: proposed’ to' exhibit- under ithe,-character' of .the
prince of Tyre, 'that of 4 perfect king of this, copntry; a cliaracter
whith he' pronsunces the inost glorious ‘and; beneficial of any. that
the warmest imagination can form. ; {It represents (t0 quote his own
\vords) the dangers to (whicn-atKing jof England'is necessarily
expoSed the vices which he miust avdxd, -and. the.virtues,.and great
qualities, with which'he must bé adarned. - Onrthe whole}'* Britain
« discovered” is/intendéd as'a poetical: panegyric on .our excel-’
lent Constitution, and as a pledge of the duthdr’s attachnient; to it
as a national epic poem, like those of* Homer, Virgil, Tasso, and,
Camoens, designed to celebrate the honours of his country, ta'dis-
play in ‘& striking light the imost important prmmpleshf politics and
morahty, and to inculcate ‘theses grand maxims, -that nothing can
shake our state, while the true liberty: of the subject remains united
with the dignity of the sovereign; and- that in all states, virtue is
the only sure basis ‘of private:and public happiness.
-t
He teserved the completion’ of the péem to a period, of leisure
and independeénce which never arrivéd; and although after an ins

*- Appendix, A, .
P terval
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terval of sothe years, he resumed the idea of composing' an Epie
Poem on the same subject, .but with considerable alterations, he
never extended the execution of' it beyond a few lines. .

- Whether the Turklsh History, which Mr Jones mentions as ready
for the press, was ever finished, I am not infoumed ; part of the ‘o1
ginal manuscript still remains ; the introduction* to it was printed,
but not published,:and will form a number in the Appendix.

: i+ 'The anticipation of future prospects suggested by the fervour of
youthful imagination, is too common to all, but particularly to
men of genius, td excite much surprise; and of them it has been
generally and justly remarked, that what has been performed by
them, bears little proportion to what was projected. In their pro-
iress . through life, ithpediments occur to the execution of their
plans, ‘which.the mind at first eagerly overlooks; whilst time, im-
perceptibly advancing; deprives them of the power and even of the
inchnation. to complete what has.been designed with so much
ardourl " They find iwhat experience daily proves, that the duties
of Iife car only be properly performed; when they are the pnmary
pbjects of our regard and attention. i

' 1 ,

The little diseourse, to which Mr. Jones humourously alludes in
his letter to Reviczki, was a letter in Frencl, addressed to Mon-
sieur Anquetil du Perron; and printed in 1771. The Frenchman
had published, in three quarto volumes; an account of his travels
in India, the life of Zoréaster, and. some supposed works of that
philosopher. To this publication he prefixed a discourse, in which
he treated the University of Oxford, and some of its learned mem-
bers and friends of Mr. Jones, with ridieule and disrespect. From

_the perusal of his works, Mr. Jones was Jittle disposed to agree with

* Appendis, B, Monsi
onsieur
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Monsieur du Perron, in the boasted, importance of his communicas
tiohs; . he.was disgusted with his vapity and. petulance, and. par-
ticularly. offended by his illiberal attackiupon, the University,, which
he respected, and upon)the persons.whom he, esteemed. and ady
mired. The letter which be. hddressed to M. du Perton was
anonymois; it was written with great force, and expresses his
indignation and contempt with a degree of asperity, which the
judgment'of maturér years would have disapproved.  Professor
Biorn Sthal, a Swedish; Orientalist,. sayd of ;it,. that he had known
many Fienchmerr soi far mistaken!, 1 the; writer, :as jo aseribe'it,to
some &el esprit of Paris,; » Such) in..their:opinipn was: the. brilliancy
and correctness of ,its.style,. , Dry Hunt, the .Laudian, Prafessor, of
Arabic, at Oxford, wha, had been: contemptuously mentioped by
du Perron, :addressed. the two, following letters to:Mr, Jones on this
occasion?
DEAR s‘nz‘, . C.h" C‘h‘ucdt;_ (')6‘3 é."i; 1’77i:.
+ .1 have now found the! translation of all the remains
of Zorbaster, 'mentioned in, your last, ;and thinkys upon an attentive
perusal of it, that the account avhich:.Dr. Fraser has- given .of it is
true, ' ’

I never told Perron, .that I understood the ancient, Persic lans
guage; and I am ‘authorized.by M#. Swinton,. who-as, present. all
the time: Perron was with' me;- té.say, that he never heard me tell
him so, I might perhaps say, that I koew theald Persic character,
a§ given by Dr./Hyde; but.to a further knowledge of the language
1 pever pretended,, nor.could L .tell hum that L did,+ But for.a
proof of the veracity. of this fellow, I beg leave to'refer you to page '
461, of his preliminary discourse, where he says, that he made me
a present of a fine Sanskirrit, (or, as he callsit, Sanskrotan) alpbabét,
‘and that he promised Dr. Barton and Mr Swinton, to send them

'y alphabets
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alphabets of the several Asiatic languages; whereas he neither
made me the present, nor performed the ptomise to them. Mr.
Swinton says, he-can furnish'us'with other instances of this French-
man’s veracity, which he has promised to do in a few days. In

the mean time, I am, &c.
' Tuonas Huwt.

. ¥
DEAR SIR, . Ch. Churck, Nov. 28,1771,

I received the welcome present of your excellent
pamphlet against Perron* in due time, and yesterday I was fa-
voured with your kind letter; for both which I return you my
hearty thanks. I should have thanked you for your pampllet
sooner, but have been out of town. I have read it over and over
again, and think the whole nation, as well as. the University and
its members, are much obliged to you for this able and spirited
defence. 1 ackinowledge myself to be so in a particular manner,
and so does Mr. Swinton, who desires his compliments and thanks..
But there is one thing which Mr. Swinton-seems to doubt of, which
is, whether there has' been.such a general destruction of the
writings of the ancient Persians as you imagine there has been.
For iy own part, t1ll some better proof can be given of the authen-
ticity of those books, which have been produced as the genuine
compositions of that ancient people, than what [ bave yet seen
given, I am inclined to'be of your opinion. At least, thisI am
sure of, that if the books, which Alexander, Omar, &c. destroyed,
were no- better than those which have been published, the world has
had no great loss; witness the insufferable jargon which you have
given from their writings in the 38th and 41st, &c. pages of your Jet-
ter; to which, as this bulky performance of Perront mll be but in few
- hands,

* Works, vol. iv. p: 588: )
1 Mons. Anquetl du Perron made a voyage to India,, in 175::, for the purposeof ac~

quiring the ancient language of Persia, and: that of the Btamuns. His ardour for this
< undertaking,
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hands, it may. not perhaps: be amiss to.add some others, But', as
Mr. Swinton hab suggested, that he has some doubts about the fate
of the wnitings of the old Persians,.1 think you would do well to
 consult him, before you publish your English translation.

I am glad you 'intend -to oblige the world with' an English
translation of your letter; and if, 'among the anecdotes which Mr.
Swinton sent you, 'you will be so good as to insert that, wherein he
says, that he'was present all the time that Perron was with me, but
does’ not remember that I ever told him-that I understood the
ancient Persaan language,» I shall be much obliged to you. Tam

v
undertaking was so great, that he engaged hlmself to the Frencb Eas!t-lndla Company as
a private soldier, as affording the speediest means of accompﬂshmg the voyave, but'some
friends procured his discharge, and a small pensnon for him from the Crown of 'France:
He arrived at Pondlcherry, in 1755, ‘and, after travelling over various parts of India, by
the assistance of the Goverament-of Bombay, was enabled to retmin to Europe in an
English vessel, and Janded et Portsmouth, in Noyvember 1761, He brought with lim
many Ounental manuscripts, wlnch he ?fxerwards carried to Frauce, and in 1771 published
three quaito vol ing an it of his travels, and the wnformation which he
bad obtained i the cotrse of thenf under the’general title of Zind-Aoesta, ‘Ouvrage: de
Zoronster,' | ¢ -} L T T S S SN §

In a duscourse addvessed to the Asiatic Society at Calcutta, in,1789, Sir William Joneu
apeaks of hum, as ** having had the ment of undertahing a voyage to India in his earliest

“ youth, with no other view than to recover the witings of Zeratus (Zoroaster) and who:
« would have acquired a brlhant reputation in France, if he had not sullied it by his
# nomoderate vanily and viulence of temper, which alienated’ the geod-mll even of his
# own countrymen.” In the.same dicourse, he affirms, that M. Apquetd most cer~

toinly bad: no knowledge of Sanscrit.

In 1798, M. Anqueul published a work, enttded L'Inde en rapport avec I'Europe,
whlch 18 more remai kable for the virulence of its invectives agamst the English, and fof
us numerous misrepresentations, than for the information which it contains, or the sound-
ness of the reflections which 1t conveys. In the summary of its contents, stated in the
mle-puge. he professes to give a detwled, accurate, and ternfic picture of the Eughsh
Machiavelsm 1n Iudia, and he addresses his work 1o a ranung bombast dedication to the
manes of Dupleix and Labourdonnais. It does not appear that the temper of Mr. A.
bas been melmrated, although he kind then'nearly attained Ius Z0th year.

sure
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sure I never pretended, nor could pretend, to any further. knowledge
of 1t, than that of the alphabet, as given by Dr. Hyde. .

‘I am, &c. o
+ Tuomas Huxr.

The small volume of poems*, consisting chiefly of translations
from the Asiatic Janguages, with two prose- dissertations annexed,
was published in 1772. We may be allowed to smile at the solici«
‘tude, which Mr. Jones expresses in his correspondence on the
subject’ of this publication, to avoid the imputation of devoting
that time to the Muses, which belonged to his professional studies,
whilst we participate with pleasure the effects of his devotion to the
objects of his admiration; but his anxiety for his literary reputa-
tion, in deferring the publication of his poems until they had
received all the improvements which care and attention, assisted by
the criticisms of his friends, could bestow, is highly praise-worthy.

On the 30th-of April, 1772, Mr. Jones was elected a Fellow of
the Royal Society, and admitted on May the 14th of the same
year. He does not appear to have communicated any paper for
the Philosophical Transactions.

From the first entrance of Mr. Jones into the University, until
Michaelmas 1768, when he took the degree of A. B., he had kepf
the terms regularly; from that period to 1773, only occasionally.
In the Easter term of that year, during the Encenia, he took his
master's degree. It was on this occasion, that he composed an
oration with an intention, which he did pot execute, of speaking it
in the Theatre. The speech was published ten years after, and
exhibits a striking memorial of independent principles, and well-
cultivated abilitics:—to vindicate learning from the malevolent as-

* Works, vol.1v. p. 399. .
persion
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persion of being destructive'of 'maoly spirit, unfavourable- to" free-
dom, and infroductive: to slavish -obseqaiousness ;' to support-the-
honour and independence of learned meny to display the transcends
‘ant advahtages of the University of Oxford,—were the topics, which
he had proposed té discuss ; ‘but on which the lmnts prescribed to
his otation, forbad himto expatiate. . Car ey
At’})\v'i.‘\l' e L I " S '
- 'The animation of bis language shews; that these’ topics wereever
meat his heatt ¥ an ardent love of liberty, an enthuéiastic veneration'
for the University,’ a'warm 3nd discriminate eGlogium on learned
men, who devoted their talents and labours to the cause of religion,
science, and freedom, characterise his discourse ;. of which, 'paft has
‘)een lately quoted w1th applause by Dr. Parr*. SR
sy ! o {'\ o .’-Q”‘
: Thd kindness of:a 'contemporary student has communicated an
anecddte'in proof of his particular ‘aversioh to'the logic of the
Schools, that, in an oration which he pronotnced in Unbiversity-
Hall, he declaimed violently against Burgersdiscius; ‘Cratanthorpius,
‘and the whole: body of logicians in'thé ' Colleger of Queen Philippa,
his opposite neighbouri.:/Of his ‘uncommon 'ihdastry;- many pioofs
"might be enumerated, ‘and ‘aincng others' the -copying ‘of several
‘Arabic manuscripts, of which ohe was the entertaining romance
of Bedreddin Hassan, or,' Aladdin’s Lamp, from a most elegant
Specimen of Arabian chlligraphy.-

Nor was he less remarked for an affectionate attention to  his
mother and sister, who resided at Oxford ; such portion of his time
as he could spare fromhis studies ivas given to ‘their society;’ and
during his occasional absencé from the University, he was regular
in his correspondence with hiy mother.

" ® Notes to\Spn’.al Sermon, ﬁ. 136. i
We
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We may conceive and participate the delight'of a fond parent,
‘contemplting the increasing reputation of her son ; she now found
her maternal eare and anxiety repaid in a degree ecual to her most
sanguine expectations, and her affection rewarded, by a full mea-
sure of filial duty and gratitude.. The progress of the virtues is not
always in proportion to literary improvement ; and learning, which
ought to meliorate the affections, and strengthen the pridciples of
duty, has been’ known'to distort the mind by pride, and engender
arrogance. In Mr. Joncs, we have the pleasure to see every moral
principle promoted and invigorated by his hiterary attaipments.

In the ecommencement of 1774, he published his Commentaries
on Asiatic Poetry. Tlis work was received with admiration and
applause by the Oriental scholars of Europe in general, as well as
by the learned of his own country. | It,was perhaps the, first pu-
blication on Eastern literature, which had an equal claim to elegance
and erudition. *This work was begun by Mr. Jones in 1766, and
finished 10 1769, when he was in his twenty-third year: but with
the same solicitade which he had exhibited on other occasions, to
lay his compositions before the>public in the greatest. possible per-
fection, he had repeatedly submitted the manuscript to the exami-
nation and critical remarks of his learned friends. Their approbation
of it'svas liberal and general: but the opinion af Dg. Parr on
any subject of literature is decisive, and I, select from a letter,
which he wrote to Mr. Jones in 1769, some passaores, 1n which he
expresses his admiration of the work.

¢ T have read your book De Poési Asiaticd with all the attention
“ that is due to a work so studiously designed, and so bappily
 executed. The observations are just and_curious, and equally
“ free from indiscriminate approbation, licentious censure, and ex-

¢ cessive refinement.
¢ Through
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¢« Through the hurry of the first composition, the same expres-
“ sion frequently occurs, and sentences begin in the same manner,
* and now and then two words are improperly combined.

< % These inaccuracies are very rare, and véry trifling. On the
% whole, there is a purity, an ease, an elegance in the style, which
*shew .an accurate. and most perfect knowledge of the Latin
* tongue. Your Latin translations in verse gave, me great satis«
¢« faction. I am uncommonly charmed with the idyllium, called
« Chrysis.  The flow of ‘the verses, the poetic style of the words,
% and the elegant turn of the whole poem, are admirable.
¢ Y ‘ )
¢ On the whole, I have received infinite entertainment from, this
% curious and .learned performance,” and I look forward with
¢« pleasure, to the great :honour such a publication will do our
“ country.” -

'

It will readily be supposed, that in the interval between the date
of the letter and the publication of the Commentaries, Mr. Jones
bad not neglected to make the corrections suggested by the cri-
ticisms of his learned correspondent; and that such fuither emen-
dations were adopted, as the growing maturity of his own judgment
pointed out.

In the preface to the Commentaries, Mr. Jones mentions and
laments the death of Dr. Sumner, in terms which strongly mark
his affection for the memory of his respected friend and instructor,
who died in September 1771 :—

“ Fhere never was a man more worthy of being remembered,

% for his talents, integrity, admirable disposition, amiable man-
“ ners, and exquisite learning ; in the art of instructing, I pever
qQ “ knew
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# knew any master equal to him; and his cheerfulness and sweet-
““ ness were such, that it is difficnlt to say, whether he was most
« agreeable to his friends or his pupils. In Greek and Latin litera-
 ture he was deeply versed: and although, lhike Socrates, he wrote
* httle himself, no one had more acuteness or precision in correcting
% the faults, or in pointing out the beauties of others; so that if
¢ fortune or the course of events, instead of confining his taleats
“ to a school, had placed him at the bar, or in the senate, he
“ would have contested the prize of eloquence with the ablest
“ orators of his own country, where only this art is successfully
« cultivated. For if he did not possess all the qualities of an
% orator in perfection, he had each of them in a great degree.
“ His voice was clear and distinct, his style thshed, his expression
 fluent, his wit playful, and his memory tenacious; his eyes, his
“ countenance, his action, in short, were rather those of a De~
“ mosthenes than of an ordmnary speaker; in short, we may say
¢ of .him what Cicero said of Roscius, that whilst he seemed the
“ only master qualified for the education of youth, he seemed at
# the same time, the only orator capable of discharging the most
“ important functions of the state.”

- Those who had the good fortune to receive their tuition under
Dr. Sumner, will not think this eulogium exaggerated, and must
read with pleasure a testimony, which their own recollection

confirms*.
The

* The following epitaph, said to be composed by Dr, Parz, 13 inscribed on the monu~
ment of Dr. Sumner, at Harrow oo the Hill:
H. S. E.
ROBERTUS SUMNER, S.T.P.
Coll. Regal. apud Cantab. ohm socus ;
Schole Harroviensis, haud ita pridem,

Archididascalus,
Fuit

\
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The dedication of his Commentaries to the University of Oxford,
« which he pronounced “would be the most-illustrious of all uni~
“ versities, as long as she remained the most free,” was a pleasing
proof of his gratitude tq.his alma mater; and he concludes the
preface with some animated thoughts, which I shall -endeavour t6
i s # ] -
. Fuit huic preestantissimo ¥iro .
Ingenium naturf peracre, optimarum
disciplinis artium seduld excultum,
Usu diutarno’ conﬁrmatum, et quodam
* modo' subactum,
i+« Nemoenm
Aut in reconditis sapienti studiisillo .
subtilior extitit,
Aut humamoribus litenis Timatior,
Egregii$ cum dotibus nature, tum
doctrinz preditus.
Insuper accedebaut
In sententus, vera ac perfecta elo
quentia ;
In sermone, facetiarum lepos, plané'
' . Atticus, .
Et gravitate insuper aspersa utbgnitasy
In moribus, simgulans quaedam
integnitas et ﬁdes-
Vitee denique ratio constans sibi, et ad
virtutis normam diligentir *
severdque &xacta,
. Omnibus qui vel amico essent eo,
. vel magistre usi,
Doctnne, ingenii, virtutis justum
rehquit desderium,
Subitl, eheu! atque immatach morte
. . oorreptus,
Prid. Id. Septemb,
Anno Domml M,0CCLIXL.
Hitat.'sum 41,

convey,
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convey, with the full consciousness, at the same time, of the imper-
fection of my attempt.
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“ Whether this work will please the French, or their admirers,
is to me of little concern, provided it prove acceptable to my
country, and to that renowned University, in which I received
my education ; with a view to the honour of both, these Com-
mentaries were undertaken and completed; nor is there any
wish so near to my heart, as that all my. labours, past or future,
may be useful and agreeable to them. I lament, indeed, the
necessity which compels me to renounce the pursuit of polite
hterature: but why do Isay, lament? let me rather rejoice, that
I am now entering upon a career, which will supply ampler and
better opportunities of relieving the oppressed, of assisting the
miserable, and of checking the despoticand tyrannical.

“ If I am asked, who is the greatest man? I answer the best :
and if I am required to say, who is the best? I reply, he that
has deserved most of his fellow-creatures. Whether we deseeve
better of mankind by the cultivation of letters, by obscure and
inglorious attainments, by intellectual pursuits calculated rather
to amuse than inform, than by strenuous exertions in speaking
and acting, let those consider who bury themselves in studies un-
productive of any benefit to thewr country or fellow-citizens. I
think not. Ihave been long enough engaged in preparatory exer-
cises, and I am now called to the field. What my fortune may
be, I know not; this, however, I know, that the most anxious
object of my hearst is, after having run my career, to retire, in
advanced life, to the ever-beloved retreat of the University; not
with a view to indulge myself i indolence, which my disposition
abhors, but to enjoy a dignified leisure in the uninterrupted cul-

“ tivation
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* tivation, of letters,- which the profession I am preparing to
4 embrace, no longer suffers me to pursue.”

At the conclusion of the Commentaries,, we find an elegant
address to the Muse, in which Mr. Jones expresses his determina-
tion to renounce, polite, literature, and devote himself entirely to the
study of the law,, He was called to the Bar, in, January 1774, and
had discovered, as he writes to; an intimate friend, that the law
was a jealous science, and would, admit no partnership, with the
Eastern muses: , To, this determination he appears to have inflexibly
adbered for some years, notwithstanding the friendly remonstrances

+and flattering jovitations of his learned carrespondents. He bad
about this time an intention of, publishing, the mathematical works
of his father, and with this view cn'cu]ated proposals ; but, for what
reason I know not, he abandoned it.

I now revert to bis correspondence, of which I rep—eat my regret
that so little remains,

Dr, HUNT to. Mr. JONES.,
DEAR SIR, CR. Church, March 2, 1774,
I return you my hearty thanks for your most accept~
able present of your excellent book on the Asiatic poetry. L
should have made you my acknowledgments for this great favour
before, but I have been sq entirely engaged in reading the book
(which I have done from the beginning to the end) that I have
not had time to think of its worthy author any otherwise, than
by tacitly admiring, as I went along, his, exquisitely fine parts,
and wonderful learning. Indeed, so engaging is the beautiful style
of this admirable performance, and so striking: the observations
it contains, that it is next to impossible for a person, who has any
taste for this branch of lterature, when he has once taken it
into
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into his hand, to lay it astde again without giving it a thorough
perusal. I find you have enriched this work with a great variety
of curious quotations, and judicious criticisms, as well as with
the addition of several valuable new pieces, since you favoured
me with the sight of it before, and the pleasure which I have
now had in reading 1t has been in proportion. I hope this new
key to’ the Asiatic poetry, with which you have obliged the
world, will not be suffered to rust for want of use ; but that it will
prove, what you intended it to be, an happy instrument in the
hands of learned and inquisitite men, for unlocking the rich
treasures of wisdom and knowledge which have been preserved in
the Hebrew, Arabic, Persic, and the other Oriental languages, and
especially the Ilebrew, that venerable channel, through which the
sacred compositions of the divinely 1nspired poets have been con-
veyed down to us.
I hope this will ﬁnd you well, and am, &c.
Tuaomas HunT.

P.S. I have seen your proposals for printing the mathematical
works of my worthy fiiend, your late father, and beg to be of the
number of your subscribers.

N

* Mr. JONES to F. P, BAYER.
March 1774,

I have recelved a most elegant copy of your Treatise
on the Pheenician Language and Colonies, and I am at a loss to
decide whether it is most learned or entertaming. Although I fear,
like Diomede, that I shall give you brass in exchange for your gold;
yet I send you, as a proof of my gratitude and esteem, my Com-
mentaries on Asiatic Poetry; and it will afford me great satisfaction
to learn that they please you.—Farewell.

* ® Appendix, No. 23.
4 Mr.
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* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS.
! ) ' July 174,
This letter will be presented to you by Mr. Campbell,

a young gentleman of great modesty and worth, and I recommend
bim to’ your particular attention: - He' intends’ going to India as a
merchant, but, previous to his embarkation, 'wishes 'to give some
time to the study of foreign languages, Ruropean and Asiatic, and
particularly the Bersidn, Any assistance which you may afford
him in his studies, or other little affairs, I shall esteem a favour
done to myself, and he will considet it a great obligation.
) s Co

/  How goes on our Hariri? Will it ever be published with your
elucidations'?” My time'is émployed in the courts; and whatever
leisure I dan command is exclusively devoted to the study of
law and history. I hope you have received my Commentaries,
which I sent you.—Farewell.

4+ H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES,

The pheenix of his time, and the ornament of the
vage—Health |

. ’ Amsterdam, Sept. 1774.

‘When I reflect, my dear Jones, upon the fortunate period, which

I péssed in your happy island, I feel the 'most exquisite delight at

the recollection of the pleasure and improvement, which I derived

from your'society; at the same time, my anxiety for your company

excites the most lively regret at our separation. ' If I cannot alto-

gether conquer it,” I can at least alleviate it by corresponding
with you.

* Appendix, No. 24, 4 Appendiz, No. 25.
Nothing
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Nothing but a variety of unusual occupations could have de-
layed my writing to you so long after my return to Amsterdam 3 I
was moreover apprehensive of mterrupting your studies by my in-
trusion. The receipt of the obliging present of your Commen-
taries, has removed all my fear on tlus account, and affords me a
most agreeable proof of your remembrance. Accept my sincerest
thanks for your finished and most elegant work, which I have
eageily read again and again with admiration and astonishment.

As sincere a lover as yourself of the Muses, how much I regret
therr unhappy lot, that whilst they have so few admirers, one of
their most distinguished votaries should be seduced from their ser-
vice by the discordant broils of ‘the bar ! Do they not then possess
such charms and graces as te menit a preference to others, who have
no portion but wealth and honour? Is not their beauty so ate
tractive, their dress so elegant and enchanting, as to fascinate
their admirers to a degree, which makes them despise all others,
and feel no delight but in their society ? Forgive, my dear Jones,
this friendly expostualation.

Two or three copies only of your woik havereached us; I beg
you will not suffer the inattention of booksellers to depiive us of a
larger supply. You will recerve shortly a little inaugural discourse
which I pronounced here, On'extending the limts of Oriental hterature.
It was done too much 1o haste to be as perfect as it ought to have
been, and as I could have made it with more leisure. The office
which I hold here 1s most agreeable to me, but is attended with this
inconvenience, that the duties of 1t allow me po time for the pursuit
of other studies; and the attention which I am forced to bestow
on grammatical institutions, on explanatory lectures on the Old
Testament, and in disquisitions on the Jewish antiquuties, precludes
the perusal of Arabic, and still more of Persian authors. But I

submit
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#suhnpit the more cheerfully to this restraint; s the. assidnity of my
present exertions will produce more leisure in future; and when I
have once committed to paper the mass of lectures which I have
annpally to repeat, I, shall then be at full iberty-to émploy” myself
as, L please.] I have absolutely: determined, to publish:Meidani, but
itwill réquire the lahour of ten years: you well know, that. without
a competent knowledge, not ohly of ths language of the .East bt of
DOriental history;. ceremonies,,and manuers, it would-be xmadness to
attempt it.  Whether my. labours will ever. have the.assistance:pf
a midwife, time;myst shew.: Professor Scheidius is: emplayed in
publishing Giewhayi », the expense of the undertaking far-exceeds his
means, but he hopes to provxde against this difficulty,, py publishing
one, or more numbers annually, according to alphabetical arrange-
nient, by w}ngh meaps the sale of each may ft}rmﬂ; the expense of
the succeedmg e

« I have .notbing further: to ‘commiunicate to. you] but I most
anxiously long to see yow' If you have the.ambition. of your cound
tryman, Banks, to expose yourself to the inclemency: of .winten by
visiting me here, all my*fear of the cold will be lost in the hope, that
a long, and-intense frost may detain ¢you. !, Nothing however ican
give me more pleasure, either in winter ar summer, than to; have
yon forimy guest. .My wife, whom.I married .about. five monthd
since, . is equally anxious to see a.man, of whom she hears her hus4
band perpetually talking; she, as'well as my father, wha received
inexpressible, delight in .the perusal of your Commentaries,: desires
to be remembered to you; he entertaing, the. highest respect. and
esteem for you, .Let me know how yau'are, and whether. your
mother and sister are well, ., Do me.the favour also to inform them,
that I shall ever. remember with gratxtude the. obligations which. I
owe to their great politeness and attention to me. Consider me ever

R as
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as the humble servant of yourself and friends.—Farewell, anc{ love
ine evex‘ 1

P. S. Ialmost forgot to mention our Damascene prince; his
name, I think,-is Joseph Abas. I regret that during his residence
at this place, he only called upon me two days before his departure
for Brussels. I was highly delighted with his liberal, manly, and
truly Arabian spint; neither did he: appear deficient in polite lite«
fatare, but of this you'are a bettef judge than I am. For my
own part, I must ever retain a regard for a man, whose conversation
80 entertained and interested me, under the 'attack of a fever, that
it absolutely prevented the return of it.

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS.

October 1774,
T have had the pleasure to receive your letter dated mn
September, which did .not however: reach me, till after my return
to' London, from a summer excursion to the Kentish coast.
' - TR . * v ' .
« 1 T am highly gratified by your father’s and your approbation of
my Commentaries, and I acknowledge the kindness of your
friendly and polite expostulation in telling me that you cannot
beat to see me desert the.cause of literature. But, my friend,
the die is cast,»and I have no longer a choice; all my books and
manuscripts, with an exception of those only which relate to law
and oratory; are locked. up at Oxford, and I have determined, for
the next twenty years at least, to renounce all studies but those
which are connected with my profession. ' It is needlesp to trouble
you with my reasons at length for.this determination, I will only

. * % Appendix, No. 26,

1

say,
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say, that if I had lived at Rome of Athens,;Iishould have preferred
the labours, .studies, and, dangers .of their orators.aad illustrious
citizens, connected as they were with banishment and .even’ death,
to; the groves»of. the. paets, «ar the gatdens, of the philosophers.
Here. L adopt. thejsame: resolution. The Constitution of England
is.jn na,respect.inferior, to that of Rome-or Athens ; .this ismy fixed
ppinian,. which I.formed jin my earliest years,, and,shall.eyer retain,
Although I sincerely acknowledge the charms -of ipolite literature,
Lmust at the.same time .adopt the sentiment of Neoptolemus in
the, tragedy, that.we.can philosophize. with a few.only; and.no less
the- axiom of, Hippocrates, that life. is short,.art long, and, timg
swift. . But I will.also maintain .the excellence and. the.delight of
other studies.. What! shall we deny that there is pleasure in
mathematics, when we. recollect Archimedes; the prince of geome-
tricians, who was so intensely absorbed in the demonstration of a
problem, that he did not discover Syracuse was taken? ' Can we
conceive any.study more important, than the single one of, the laws
of our own country? Let mp recall:td your recollection: the abser-
vations of L. Crassus. and.Q. Sczvola: on.this subject; in-the trea~
tise of Cicera de Oratore. 'What! do you imagine the goddess of
eloquence to:possess lessiattractions than. Thalia, or; Polyhymnia,
" or have you:forgotten the'.epithets iwhich. Ennius: bestaws ow
Cethegus, the.quintessencer of eloquence, and. the: flower of the
people?, Is there a:-man existing~who would 'not ;rather resemble
Cicero, (whom I wish-absolutely .to make my model, -both in the
course of his life and studies,) than be like Varro, however learced,
or Lucretius, however ingenious as a poet? If the study of the
Jaw were really unpleasant. and .disgysting, which.is far from the
4ruth, !the example of :the. wisest of the :antients, 'and of Minerva
herself, .the goddess of wisdom'and protectress of : Athens; 'would
justify me in preferring the fruitful and useful olive to the barren laure].

To
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To tell you my tnind freely, I am not'of a disposition to’ bear
thetarrogance of men of rank, to which poets and men of létters
are so often obliged to submit. Accept this friendly reply to your
friendly expostulation,” and believe my assurances, that I entertain
the highest value for 'your esteem, of which .I have received so
many proofs. I most anxiously expect your dissertation. May
the Almighty prosper your labours, and particularly your laborious
task of Meidani! May the.most learned Scheidius persevere: with
resolution in completing the gigantic work, which he.meditates}
I admire his most laudable industry; but after the fate of Meninski,
(I do not speak of his' works, but of his fortunes) no prudent man
“(for he that is not wis€ to himself, is wise. to no end) will venture
o expose. his vessel to the perils of shipwreck in so uncertain a sea;
The work is worthy of a king, but the expense of it will require the
sevenue of a king., ’
S R

My mother and sister cordially unite with me in congratulations
-on your marriage, and I beg you to make ‘my compliments to
-your amiable consort, and most Tespectable father. I thank you
for your invitation to Amsterdam, and assure you that I should be
xmost happy to avail myself of it. - In your society, I should prefer
:a winter in Holland to the gardens of the Hesperides, nor.indulge
a wish for the vales of Tempe,: but my legal occupations make the
-summer more convenient.for travelling. . I promise you therefore
to pass some time with you in the July, or August, of the next or
following year.

I rejoice to find you pleased with .Joseph the Syrian, and
.equally. so that he .means to travel through.Germany, His his-
tory is somewhat long. If-I,had.not exerted myself in my ap-
.plication to some men of rank in London, .who-have access ;2 the

*King,
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King,. he..musti. have . passed a.life.ofi'misery~ here,lor have-died
most wretchedly. .

The bookseller keeps for’ you the ‘books which. you desired to
purchasey.« You cannot as yet have received a short letter which I
wrate to you i Julyy.and sent by a:young gentleman of the name
of Campbelly The son of, the king-of; Spainy Erince ‘Gabriel, did
rae, the honour to send me;a- most, splendid,copy of his Sallust,. for
which I returned my grateful acknowledgments. -

2.t You have doubtless-heard of. the travels of Mr..Bruce, a native
of iScotland,, into..Syria; .Arabia, Abyssinia, Nubia, and Egypt,
He is as mell acquainted with.thes ¢oast, of the -Red.'Sea,. and , the
sources of the-Nile, as with his own house.. : He has;brought, with
him some’ Kthiopic manuscripts, and amongst them the Prophecies
of Enoch, an, ancient book, but to be ranked only with the beyl]mg
pracles, . -
T e ) . . . L . . , .
. ~Whilst T was writing this letter,.a; person called upon me with a
manuseript, .which he had received jat; Venice fromer,ﬁ Montague,
a man of family, I immediately perceived, it-to be a most, beaun-
tiful and correct copy-: of. Motanabbj, .with-a letter addressed 19
myself in Arabic verse; from some. person named. ,Abdqrrahman?
whom Mr. Montague had probably .seem in Asia. I owe great
obligations ito.,the politeness of the learned Arab, but I by no
means think myself worthy of his exaggerated encomiums ;—but
you know the pompous style ‘of the Orientals, - Do not suppose
that I have any present intention of reading the poems:of Mo-
tanabbi; that must he reserved. for Oxford, when I have leisurg to
‘attend to: this;~and 1y othery treasures of the same kind.. Believe
Iy assurancey: that I entertain the highest esteem for' you, and that
mot.hmg will ;give, m(; .greater ‘pleasure , than, to hear from you
frequently
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frequently and at length. "Take care of your health,: and continud
your regard for me,

Mr. HOWARD to Mr. JONES,
Sir, : Paris, September 13, 1774..
; As my stay here may be considerably longer than I at
first proposed, 1t is a duty incumbent on me to acquit myself of a
charge committed to my care in the month of June last by Mr;
Montague, at Venice, by transmitting to you the manuscript which
accompantes this letter. I should indeed have sent it to you much
soonet, but the hopes T had of an earlier retura to England, was the
cause of my postponing it, that I might myself have had the
pleasure of delivering it, which I flattered myself might have served
as an introduction to the honour of your acquaintanee, a happiness
which, without compliment, I have long been very ambitious of.
But as my affairs are likely to detain me some time longer in this
city, I cannot with any propriety prefer my own interest to a more
material one; nor ought I longer to injure the public, by depriving
them of the pleasure and advantage they may reap from this
manuscript’s coming to your bands. -*Mr. Montague loaded me
with compliments to you, meant as real testimenies of the esteem
he has for you, whick I am very unfortunate in not having the
pleasure of delivering.
I have the honour to be, &ec.
Mip. Howarp. -

Mr. JONES to Mr. HOWARD.
Sik, Oct. 4, 1774,

’ I cannot express how much ‘I am flattered by the
kind attention, with which you honour me. I bave just received
your most obliging letter, with a fine ‘Arabic manuscript, con-
taining the works of a celebrated poet, with whom I have been

long
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long acquainted j-this- testimonyof . Mr. Montague’s regard is ex-
tremely pleasing to me, and I have a most: grateful- sense 'of his
kindoess. I am conscious how little I have deserved the many
honours I bave lately: received. frém the' léarned in Europe and
Asia § I camascribe their politeness' to/ nothing but their' candour
and ‘benevolence.: : 1 fear they ‘will' think- me-still ‘less *deserving,
when: they: know: that. /I havedeserted,; ~or irathér suspended, 'all
Titerary pursuits whatevér; ;and"'am wholly-engaged' in. the stady' of
a profession, forrwhich I was always intended.: As‘the law is &
jealous science, ‘and will not have 'any partnership with the Eastern
muses;» 11 must absolately renvunce: their«acljuaintance: for' ten'-or
twelve: years to comes : "This minuschipti however s highly accepte
able: to.me, and mwhall be preserved ramongmy choicest: treasures,
till I have leisure to: gwe* qt:an attentive perusal.iThere is & com«
pliment - to me written.in  Atabictverse "in. the first 1éaf of the book;
ahd signed Abdurrahman Beg; the ‘verses-are very fine, but so fall
of Oriental panegyric, that I could not réad them without bléshing,
The present ‘seems to:come -from 'thé learned Arabian;” but as he
has not lnserted my name in his'verses; und speaks of Osford,' he
must Have heard me mentiéned by Mro Montague; 0/ whom-thers-
fore I 'am’ equally indebted -for /the pre‘sent.\ «If 1.knew ‘M.
Montague’s direction; I'would sthd hint @ letter of thanks for' his
indulgence to me, and would aldo return my compliments in Arabic
to his Asiatic -friend, who seems to have sent the book. Before
» your return to England, I shall probably be removed to the Temple,
where I shall wait impaliently for the pleasure of seeing you.
I am, J&c - Wn.r.uu JoNEs.

)

-4 ¢Mry WADDILOVE 16 Mr.!J ONES. .
SERy 0 b d Taoa M bhy By v“sﬂ Jidefonss, Aug: 1, 4774,
v+ 1N Upon my arrival at Madrid,' I delivered your present
of your Asiatic Commentaries-ito: iy fritnd Dr, Feo Perez Bayer;
' he
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de desires me to return you. huis compliments and {thanksy for your
politeness to, him, -and. -begs youriacceptance of a copy .bf the
Jafant Don Gabriel’s Sallust,” which he accordingly sent to me the
night before we left Madnid. ..As we. shall. not 'be there Jagain till
next,Christmas, I shall,have no opportumity' of . forwardidg; it to
you very soon ; ,whenever' any one offers,. youl may depend 'upon
receiving it,, but as this probably will not be before next spring,I
hope yow will not defer acknowledging the favour.till then. .If
you should wish to see: the Sallust before you write again to Mr.
Bayer, you will find a copy in the Museum, - If you have bad any
time fo examipe the Dissertation, upon,the ;Pheenician: Language,
&c.,. Dr. F. B..Bayer will be glad, of any remarks upon.it, as a new
edition of it in Latin will soon be printed.. | He has a curious collec-
Aion of Samaritan coins,, and.s ‘now-employed upon that subject
and af he could be prevailed upon- to; publish more of. his enquiries
inta the antiquities of, this and other countries, the learned world
would be much,indebted to hium.'.Casiri is- engaged at present in
deciphering [Mporish inscriptions, which bave been found in dif-
ferent parts of Spain.: Some are,already engraved, but not yet
published. He reduces first the characters. to the modern Arabic,
and then'gives,a translation and comment in Latin. , Your Sallust
is unbound, and you haye already.the digsertation to add to it.
I am,-&ea.! foa AN
R. D. Wappirove.

* Mr.JONES to F. P. BAYER.
Co .o Oct. 4, 1774,
I can scarcely find words to express my thanks for
your obliging present: of a most:beautiful’ and splendid copy of
Sallust, with an. ¢legant Spanish translation. You have bestowed
npon me, a private untitled individual, an honour which heretofore

* Appendix, No, 27.
has
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has only beeni conferred -upon 'great 'monaichs, and‘illustrious uni-
versities, I really was htia loss o' décide] Wwhether'L-should begin
my letter by congratulatmg you on having 5o excelleht a translator]
or by thinking you for' ‘this agreeable’ proof bfiyour remembrarice!
I.look forward -to 'the increasing splendour, which 2the'arts” and
sciences must attain in a country,  where the son of the king pos-
sesses genids and ‘erudition, ‘capable of translating ard ilfusttating
with learned notes, the first of!the Roman-historiansi- How :few
youths amongst the nohilityin’ othet cowitriés possess the requisite
ability or.inchnation for such a task?! iThe history of Sallust'is &
performance of great depth, wisdom; and dignity: to understand
it well, is no small praise; to ésplair it'properly,<is still more com-
mendable;but to translate it elegantly, 'excites' admiration. If all
this had been accomplished by a private individual, he would have
merited applause; if* by a youth,: he: would:have had: avclaim to
literary honours} but when to the! title of youth, that of prince is
added, we cannot too highly extol, or-too loudly:appland,.his dis<
tinguished merit.

Many-years are elapsed since I applied myself to the study of
your learned language, but'l well remember to have read in it with
great delight the heroic poem of Alonzo, the odes of Garcilasso,
and the humorous stories of Cervantes : but I most sincerely declare,
that I never perused a more elegant or polished «composition thar®
the translation of Sallust, and I readily subscribe to the opinion of.
the learned, author rin his preface, that the Spanish lanuuage ap<
proaches very nearly to the dignity of tbe Latin.»

May the .accomplished ‘youthcontinue .to deserve well. of his
country and maukind, ‘and establish bis claim"td distihclion above
all the princés of the age] " If I may be ‘allowed to offer my sen-
timents, I would advise him to study most diligently the divine

s works
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works of Cicero, whieh no man, in my opinion, ever perused with-
out improving in eloquence and wisdom. The epistle which he wrote
to his brother Quintus, on the government of a prevince, deserves
to be daily repeated by every sovereign in the world ; his books on
offices, on moral ends, and the Tusculan questions, merit a hun.
dred perusals; and his orations, nearly sixty in number, deserve to
be translated into every European language; per do I scruple to
affirm, that his sixteen books of letters to Atticus, are superior to
almost. alh histories, that of Sallust excepted. With respect to
your own compositions, I have read with great atteation, and will
again read, your most agreeable. book. I am informed that you
propose giving a Latin translation of it, and I hope you will do it
for the benefit of foreigners. . I see nothing in it which requires
alteration,—nothing which 1s not entitled to praise. I much wish
that, you would publish more of your treatises on the antiquities of
Asia and Afnica. 1 am confident they would be most acceptable
to such ag study those subjects. I have only for the present to.con-
clude by bidding you farewell in my own name, and that of the re-
public of letters.—Farewell.

* Mr. JONES to G. S. MICHAELIS.

Novembesr 17744

I beg you will do me the justice to believe that I have

read your books with great attention. I neither entirely admit, noy
reject your opinion en the fables of the Hebrews; but until the
subject be bettex known and explored, I am unwilling to depart
from the received opinions concerning them. Your approbation
of my Commentaries gives me sincere pleasure. Nothing is more
true than that ¥ have renounced the Asiatic muses and polite lite-
rature, and that for twenty years at least I have determined

* Appendix, Na. 28.
neither
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neitherto write not think about them.- The Forum is my lot, and the

Law engrosses all my attentior. Be assured, however, that I shall

ever retain my esteem both for yourself and your works.—Farewell..
[ L P Lo sord A

¢ Mr. JONES to Lady SPENCER.:
*MApan,’ ‘ Dubke Street,
Prdd o] takd the Tiberty to présént your Ladyship with 4
copy of my poems, and cannot’ refrain’ fidm’ acquainting you with
a plain truth, that the first of thém, called Solima, would never
have been’ Wrxtten, if I bad never had the honour of knowmg your

Lad yshlp

. e e - e,

T am ‘just' come from Harrow,- where it gave me inepressible
happiness to'see Lord Althorpe perfectly well, extremely improved,
and deservedly beloved by all, as much as by his real friead, and

""  Your Ladyships : .. 't ¢
! Most obedient and faxthful servant,
" "WiLLram JoNEs,

Lady SPENCER to Mr. JONES.
' ' dlthorpe, Jan. 10, 1775

The continual hurry occasioned by having a house full
of company, added to my 'not having been quite %vell, has pre-
vented my thanking you sooner for your letter; you cannot doubt
of my being mich flattered, at your thinking you find any resem-
blance between my character and ‘that of Solima, and still more
at your teﬂmg the'world you do: I shall always look upon that
poem, asa model you have set up for'my imitation, and shall only
be sorry I' 'do not approach nearer ' to - it, ‘especially aftet you have
called upon me'in $o° publi¢ &' manner, 'to' imprdve myself in the
ways of virtue and" benevolence.© I must decline your second

’ request,

Sm,
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request, of criticising, as I have neither time nor talents for such an
office, nor do ] think your works require it.

I am delighted with your invention of the Andrometer, and wish
every body would form one for themselves; it wonld be of infinite
use to numbers of people, who, from indolence and dissipation,
rather go backwards than forwards in every useful attainment.

I am, Sir, with great esteem,
Your faitbful friend and humble servant,
G. SPENCER.

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES.

f e . Amsterdam, Jan. 6, 1715,
Although the mcessant and estraordinary occupations
" in which I am at this time engaged do not allow me to think even
of ‘writing to my friends, I cannot refuse a few lines to the most
learned Bjornstahl, both for the purpose of introducing him to you,
and to shew that I have not forgotten you. You will find eur
Philarabic Swede, a most agreeable companion; he has not only
travelled much, but is deeply versed in Oriental literature, of which
he is very fond. I thinkI may venture to promise that the society
of a person, who loves what you stall delight mn, (for I will not with

you say, what you once dehghted m) will be most acceptable
toyou * * » & *x *

+ Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL
\ \ London, February 1775.
: Do not suppose that I have forgotten you, because I
wnte to you so seldom; I have not met thh any person to whom I
could entrust my packet, and I have no lpclmatwn to risk my
‘. Append:x, No. 29. 1 Appendix, No, 30,
familiar
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familiar letters by the post. I.doubt if this will .eyer reach you,
and I fear therefore to write to you on any subject with my usual
freedom, as your last letter of January, from Warsdw, was delivered
to me opened ; it is probable that you will receive this in the same
manner. Iam so constantly occupied with law and politics, t that I
have no’ leisure for literature. .I have published two books, and
only waat a safe opportunity to send them to you, Write to me, [
besgech you, for your friendship is my greatest delight. How much
. I wish, that you were in England, or Iin Germany, that we might
live together!

Afterall, I could not think of accepting the Turkish erobassy.
I will live in my own count}y, which cannot easily spare good
subjects: it is scarcely yet free from comniotion.~~Oh! how I shouid
rejoice if I could see you here in a dlplomatlc character: I should

not then envy the monarchs of Europe or Asia.—Far¢well agam
and again.

# C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.

If ;you are fully.sensible of 'the very great regard I
entertain for you,~ you will then conceive how much pleasure I felt
at the receipt ' of your highly. valued letter. Incessantly occupied
for a long time, I have been compelled to forego' the pleasure of
corresponding with you, and I the more readily acknowledge your
kindness in writing to me, when I could have no expectation of
hearing from you. « Though I think it more prudent not to say any
thing, the disclosure of which might be attended with unpleasant
consequences, I impute the opening of my letter which yeu mention,
rather to accident than design. Your business as a lawyer: must
necessarily engage your closest attention; I cannot therefore ask
you to write to me often, but thus much I wish you to know, that

* Appendix, No. 31, e
I shall
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I shall soon have more leisure for corresponding with you, as the
Iate close of the Diet, which lasted for two years (in my estimation
a century) has almost left me at hiberty. So much for the affairs of
this part of the world. Of what is doing in your country, your letter
gives me no information; but I hear from other quarters, of; the
agitations amongst you, in consequence of the commotions in the
colonies, which I consider worse than a foreign war. For my own
part, I confess to you that I am tired both of my situation and
my office, not so much on account of their difficulty as their
unpleasantness, and all the consolation I feel arises from the hope
that my present troublesome occupation will not last more than

a year.

I heartily wish I were in London, and at hiberty to sit seriously
down to the composition of some political work on the subject of
our republic ; the task would be no less useful than agreeable,
indeed I can conceive nothing more pleasant than such an em-

ployment.

If, contrary to my expectations, my wish should be gratified, I
hope to find you there, and to enjoy as formerly your society and
conversation. I am anxious to have your last publication, (the
subject of which you do not mention,) and doubt not that the
perusal of it will afford me great pleasure. Farewell, and think of
me always with affection.

+  ® ¥ % o =

The preceding correspondence proves the high degree of estima-
tion in which the learning and abilities of Mr. Jones were holden by
the literati of Europe; and we find that his reputation had extended
into Asia. TFrom the manner in which he mentions his renunciation
of the embassy to Constantinople, it is evident that his attention

was strongly fixed upon the political state of his own country.
The
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The Andrometer, mentioned 'by Lady Spencer to have been in«
vented by Mr. Jones, affords a striking specimen of the extent of
his views, in the acquisition of intellectual excellence. It may be
defined, A scale of human attainments and enjoyment ; he assumes:
seventy years, as the limit of exertion orenjoyment and with a view
to progressive improvement, each 'year is appropriated to a parti-
cular study or occupation. The arrangement of what was to be
learned, or practised, during this period, admits of a fourfold

division.

The first, comprising thirty years, is assigned to the acquisition
of knowledge as preparatory to active occupation.

The second, of twenty years, is dedicated principally to public
and professional employment.

Of the third, which contalins ten years, the first five are allotted
to literary and scientific composition, and the rewainder to the
continuation of former pursuits.

The last ten, constituting the fourth division, which begins with
the sixty-first year, are devoted to 'the enjoyment of the fruits of’
his labours ; and the conclusxon of the whole is specified to be a’
preparation for eternity.

The Andrometer, is to be, considered as a, mere sketch, nevet
intended for publication. Inthe construction of it, Mr. Jones pro-
bably had a view to those objects, the attainment of which he then
meditated. We are not to conclude, that the preparation for eter-
nity which stands at the top of the scale, was to be deferred until

the seventieth year; it is rather to be considered as the object to
which
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which he was perpetually to look, during the whole course of his
life, and which was exclusiely to engross the attention of his latter
years. He was too well convinced of the precarious tenure of
human existence, to allow himself to rest the momentous concern
of his eternal welfare, on the fallacious expectation of a protracted
life; he knew moreover too well the power of habit, to admit a
supposition, that it could be effectually resisted or changed at the
close of Iife. Neither are we to suppose, that moral and religious
lessons which constitute the occupation of the eighth year, were
from that period to be discontinued, although they are not after-
wards mentioned ; but the meaning of Mr. Jones probably was,
that they should be seriously and regularly inculcated at an age, when
the intellectual faculues had acquired strength and ezpansion by
preceding exercises. That the order of arrangement in the Andro-
meter, could never be strictly adhered to in the applcation of our
time, and cultivation of our talents (if it were intended) is evident;
but to those who from their situation are enabled to avail themselves
of the suggestions which it furnishes, it will supply useful hints for
improvement, and serve as a standard of comparison for their pro-
gress. With respect to Mr. Jones himself, if his own acquisitions
in his th:u'tieth year, when he constructed the Andrometer, be com-
pared with it, they will be found to rise to a higher degree in
the scale.

'With these explanations, I present it to thereader; reversing, for
the sake of convenience, the order of the scale.

ANDRO~
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— , State affairs.;

| " Historical studies continved.

. Law and eloquence.™ T

| Publiclife. | — T .
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Cwvil knowledge mature,
Eloquence perfect.
National rnghts defended.
The learned protected.
The virtuous assisted.
Compositions published.
Science improved.
Parliamentary aﬁ'ﬁiys.
Laws enacted and supported.
Fine arts patronized.
Government of his family.
Education of his children.
Vigilance as a magistrate.
Firmness as a patriot,
Virtue as a citizen,
Historical works,
Oratorical works.
Philosophical works.
Pohitical works.
Mathematical works,

Continuation of former pursuits.

Fruits of his labours enjoyed.
A glorious retirement.

An amiable family.

Universal respect. - —
Consciousness of a virtuous hife,

Perfection of earthly happiness,

Preparation for eternity.
I have
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1 have mentioned that Mr. Jones was called to the bar in 1774, but
he declined practice; from this period however he seems to have been
fully sensible of the necessity of devoting himself exclusively to his
legal studies. The -ambition of obtaming ‘distinction in his pro-
fession could not fail to animate a mind always ardent in the pursui#
of the ‘objects which it had ia ¥iew, nor'was he of a temper to be
satisfied with mediocrity, where peifection was_attainable. His
researches and studies were not confined to any one branch .of
jurisprudence, but' embraced the whole in'its fullest estent: He
compared the doctrines and principles of anéient legislators with
the later improvements in the science of law, he collated the various
codes of the different states of Europe, and collected’ professional
knowledge wherever it was to be found. - If the reader recollects
the enthusiasm’ displayed by ‘Mr. Jenés in the’ prosecution of his
Oniental studies, the extent :and depth of his' attainments in the
literature of Asia, 'and the high reputation ‘which- he hdd acquired
from them, he will readi]y applaud his resolution and perseverance
in renouncing his favourite pursuits. That he acted wisely, will
be admitted, but the' sacriice of inclipatiod to duty, affordsan
example of too great usel and importance to pass w1thout partlcu)ax‘
observation. : n

In 1775, for the first time, he attended the sprmg ‘circuit and
sessions at Oxford, but whether as a “spectator, or actor, “8n that
occasion, I am not informed. In the following year, he was *regu]af
in his attendance at Westminster-Hall:

The only part of his correspondence of this year which I posSess,
is aletter to his friend Schultens, and I' msert it as a memorial
of an incident in his life.

Mr.
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* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS.
December 1776.-
Behold me now no longer a free man; me, who ever
considered perfect liberty superior to every thing! Under the
impression of the most eager desire to.see you, I promised to wvisit
Amsterdam this year, but I am detained in London by various and
important occupations. Thefact1s, that I am appeinted onc of the
sixty commissioners of bankrupts. Tt is an office of great use, but
Iittle emolument; it confines me however to London during the
greatest part of the year. Add to this, my neeessary studies, my
practice at the bar, and the duty of giving opinions on legal cases.
submitted by chents. However, I read the Grecian orators again
and again, and have translated into. English the most useful orations.
of Iseus. How go on Meidani and Hariri? Continue, I beseech.
you, your laboyrs upon them, with due regard however to your
health.

* * * * »* *-

Notwithstanding the increasing application of Mr. Jones to the
duties and studies of his profession,’ and his attention to political.
transactions, the philosophical discoveries of the times did not
escape his observation. The hopes and fears of the nation were at
this period anxiously engaged in the event of the unfortunate con-
test, which had_taken place between the mother country and hep
colonies, and whilst the justice of the war, and the expectation of
a successful conclusion of it, were maintained by one party, by.
another their sentiments were opposed, and their measures arraigned
and condemned. But it is ne part of my plan to invade the
province of the historian by discussing the questions of those times.
"These cursory remarks are chiefly introduced as preliminary to the

* Appendix, No. 32
insertion
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insertion of two letters from. Mr. Jones to Lord Althorpe, with .
whom he continued to cultivate .that friendship which had se

naturally been formed between, the tutor and the pupil. I add alse.
a short letter to Schultens, in answer to. one which Mr. Jones had

received from him, requesting hiin to assist by his own eontributions.
& new publication, then on foot in Holland, and complaining of his.
finances in a. style calculated to. console his friend for renouncing:
the haunts of the Muses, foi the thorny but more productive field!
of the law..

Hr. JONES to.Lord ALTHORPE.
Tcmple, Noo. 13:.
As I have a few mmutes of leisure this evening, ¢an T
employ them better than in writing to my friend? ¥ hasten, my
dear Lord, to impart to’ you the pleasure I received to-day, fromu
seeing a Iseries of. experiments. exhibited. by Mr. Walsh on'the
American eel, by which be clearly proved: that the ‘animal. has S
sensation . wholly distinct from: any of the .five senses. When he
announced the proposition to. be demonstrated, I thought it might.
possibly. be true, but could not conceive how ainew sense could be
made perceptible to any sense of mine, as I imagined it would be
like talking to a deaf man of harmonic sounds, or to one who had
no palate, of nectarines and pine apples;, but he produced the,
fullest cenvictiom in me, that his- posmon was in a degree Just..
His first experiment was by fixing four wires, about two inches in.
the water where the fish was swimming, one in each.quarter of the
elliptical trough; egch of these wires communicated with & large
glass of water plaeed on a table at a little distance, though the:
distance signified nothing, for the expc:iment, had. the wires been.
long enough; might have— been conducted in another room; whle.
the four glasses remained separate, the gymnotus (for that is his.
technical name). was perfectly insensible of the wires; but in the:
L very;
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-wery instant when a communication was made by an instrument
between any two of the glasses, he scemed to start, and swam di-
rectly to the wires which were thus joined, paying no attention to
the others, tll a junction was made between them also. This
could not be sight, because he did not see the wires while they
were insulated, though they were equally conspicuous; it could
not be feeling (at least not like our feeling) because the water was
not in the least agitated ; still less could it be hearing, and least of
all smell, or taste. It was, therefore a distinct electrical sense of
feeling, or power of conceiving any stronger conductor than the
-water around him, for which reason he did not perceive the wires
4l their junction, because they were at the extremties of the tub,
and so little iu the water, that they were less powerful conductors.
Several other experiments were exhibited with equal success; one
of them only I will mention. A triangular instrument of brass was
held over the tub, and one of the legs placed gently in the water,
to which the fish was wholly inattentive, though he swam close to
it; but when the other leg was immersed to complete” the circula-
tion, he instantly started. It is by this faculty that the wonderful
animal has notice of his prey, and of lus enemies. These are plea~
sant amusements, and objects of a just curiosity when they fall
occasionally in our way; but such experiments might have been
exhibited at Paris, Madrid, or Petersburgh, where the philosophers,
who are discovering new senses in other animals, are not permitted
to use their own freely; and believe me, my dear Lord, it is not
by electrical experiments, nor by triangular instruments, nor by
conductors of wire, that we shall be able to avert the black storm
which hangs over us. Let you and me, therefore, be philosophers now
and then, but citizens always ; let us sometimes observe with eagerness
the satellites of Jupiter, but let us incessantly watch with jealousy
the satellites of the King. Do you hear any certain inteligence

concerning America? Mr. Owen Cambridge has just informed me,
’ that
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that a New York Gazette is brought over, in which the late uncer=
tain accounts are confirmed, in their full extent, with this important
addition, that: three. counties of Maryland have offered mot only
submission, but assistance” ta General Howe. This may, or may
not be true.~Farewell.

Mr. JONES to LORD ALTHORPE. .
. \1 November 22.!
I rejoice, . my dear friend, that you bave -acquired that
ingenuous distrust, which Epicharmus calls a sinew of wisdom. Itis
gertain that doubt impels us to enqune, and enguiry often ends i -
.conviction. You will be able when you come to London, to
examine with the minutest scrupulosity, as Johnson would call if,
the properties of that singular animal, who is in the rivers of South;
America, what Jupiter was feigned to be among the gods, a dartér
of lightning, andshould be named aspamnPéoss, ‘instead of gymnotus.
He certainly has (if an academic ‘may venture to affirmt any thingy
a mode of, perceptlon peculiar to himself; but whether that pers
ceptxon can properly be called a new sense, I leave you to determine 3
it is a modification indeed of fechng, but are not all our senses so
I desire howeyer, that in this and in every thing, you will form your
own judgment. As to the warnfuewis of oun nob]e Constitution,
which has happily presented itself to your imagination, the very
idea fixes me with rapture. No, my dear Lord, never believe that
any thing is impossible to virtue; no, if tem such as you conceive’
such sentiments as your letter contains, and express them as
forcibly, if you retain these sentiments, as. you certainly will, when.
you take your place in parliament, I will not despair of seeing the:
most glorious of sights, @ nation freely governed by its own laus.
This I promise, that, if such a decemvirate should ever attempt to
restore our constitutional hberty by constitutional means, I would
exert in their cause, such talents as I have, and,.even if I were
oppressed:
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oppressed with sickness, and torn with pain, would start from my
couch, and exclaim with Trebonius, “ if you mean toact worthily,
* O Romans! I am well.” The speech, you find, was composed
and delivered without my news about Maryland, it is * Adyes
Jm’?xa y.ovo:pxmas »oet ';pa'rmmu);, and breathes a deliberate firmness. Lord
Chatham spoke with a noble vigour for a veteran orator, and your
bishop pronounced. an elegant harangue: I wish Lord Granby had
more courage as a public speaker; all men speak highly of him,
but he will never be eloquent, till he 1s less modest. Charles TFox
poured forth with amazing rapidity a continued invective against
Lord G. Germaine, and Burke was so pathetic, that many declare
they saw him shed tears. Themuuisters in both houses were sullen
and reserved, but Lord Sandwich boldly contradicted the Duke
of Richmond on the state of 'the navy. I grieve that our senate is
dwindled into a school of rhetoric, where men rise to display their
abilities rather than to deliberate, and wish to be admired without
hoping to convince. Adicu, my dear Lord; I stcal these few '
moments from a dry legal investigation; but I could not defer
the pleasure .of answering .a letter, which gave me inexpressible:
Aelight. :

+ H. A, SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES.
. May 1777,
I know not how to express my delight at the receipt
-of your short, but very friendly and obliging letter. Itake shame
to myself at having so long delayed the acknowledgment of it, and
you might.indeed justly censure me, for an apparent forgetfulness
of your kindness towards me. This would indeed .be a most serious
accusation, shich I.cannot in any degree admit; I wish I could as
fairly exculpate myself from the charge of negligence. You have
now, my friend, my confession, but you will pardon me in conr

* Too despotic and military. A ppendix, No. 3.
sideration
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sideration  of my promise to be more attentive ‘in future. I ‘may

indeed plea.d.occupatlons 80 inckssant; that they scarcely allow me.

time to breathe, and have often compelled’ mé to defer writing to

you, when I most seriously intended it; you will the more readily

admit ‘this apology, when I tell you, that'for five imonths I have
. Tever once thought of Meidani.

1 have now a little respite, and mean soon to resume my work,
which has been so long interrupted ; the singular kindness of the.’
Superintendants of the library at Leyden, by permitting me ‘to
take home for my use, and retain as long as I please, not only the
manuscript of Meidani, but any others which I may want, will
much diminish the weight of my labour. With this assistance, I
shall proceed as fast as’my ‘other’ employments allow to copy the
manuscript, finish the indexes '(which are absolutely necessary to
such a work), and add whatever is'wanted to render it as elegant
and complete as possible;—it gradually advances. I most heartily
wish it were in my power to bestow upon this favourite occupation,
those hours which I am obliged most reluctantly to give to my various
public and private lectures; but I foresee that it will still require
‘three or four years of hard labour to collect such an amplé stock of
_materials, as will enable me to deliver my lectures fluently witheut
‘much previous study, or “ to shake them out of a bag,” as the
phrase is. In the mean time, Hariri lies untouched, the Arabic
poets are neglected, and the soft and elegant literature of Persia,
which above all I sincerely regret, remains unexplored ; such how-
ever is the ardour with which you have inspired me, that Iam
determined, if I enjoy life and health, at all ‘hazards, and at the
risk of singularity, to devote® myself to the acquisition of it. I-
almost however despair of publishing Hariri. I had determined to
"give the text only from the best procurable manuscripts, annexing’
to it the translation of my grandfather, which is complete This I

1] shoul«f
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should be able to accomphsh with_little “sacrifice of time; and
without neglecting other business, I could give the public an useful
work. DBut there are some, to whose judgement as well as inclina-
tion I owe much deference, who disapprove of this plan, and
advise me not to publish the work, without extracts from Tebrizi
and other grammarians, nor even without my own -annotations.
Though I do not agree with them, 1 must submit to their autho-
nty, at the necessity of protracting the publication, till I can give
it as they wish.

Scheidius has lately published the first part of Jaohari’s Lexicon,
consisting of about two hundred pages. He calculates that the
whole work will not be comprised in less than ten volumes, of a
thousand pages each. Opinions about it are various. He himself ”
foresees so little impediment in completing this immense undertaking,
-that he even talks of publishing Phiruzbadi, &c.; but others consider
the obstacles so msuperable, that they think it never will be finished,
unless it should rain gold wpon him. This is all relating to the
Arabic that is now going on amongst us, excepting a glossary to
Hariri, Arab Shah, and the Coran, which Mr. Wilmot, a young,
but learned theologian bas undertaken. It will be very useful to-
beginners, who from the difficulty and expense of procuring Golius,
are deterred from the study of the language. Latin and Greek *
hiterature receive more encouragement here. This neither excites
my envy nor surprise ; but I should be still more reconciled to it, if
some small part of this patronage were to overflow upon the Oriental-
ists. Ruhnkenius is at work upon Velleius Paterculus, Burman on
Propertius, Wyttenbach on Plutarch, Tollius upon the Homeric
Lezicon of Apollonius, an edition of which has been published by
Villoison in France. The epistles of Phalaris, respecting the author
-of which your countrymen, Boyle and Bentley, had such a contro-
versy, will soon be published. Have you seen the very elegant
Essay
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Essay of Ruhnkemus on the-Life and Wmmgs of Longinus ?, Mary
copies haveg been sent to Engfand #—if you wish to have one, I‘will
take an opportumty of procuring it for you. In the course of a few
“weeks, acritical ‘miscellany wall* ¥ appear, 'and it is intended to
publish two of three pumbers of it annually. This Jpublication has
a double” view; .to notice the best hew books on every subject
which relate to learned antiquity, and to introduce occasionally new
and unpubhshed composmons 'The authors are unknown, o, rather,
wish to be so; for some of them will certainly be discovered by
their superior erudition, and uncommon elegance of style.. I'am
sufficiently acquainted with them ‘to a(ﬁrm confidently that the
.work will please you, - With sogxe of the persons’ concerned ia it,
‘I am ‘intimately connected, an they have tequested me to recom-
*faend to them some. Louflon bookSeller; to whom a few copies-may
be sent for sale. For this purpose I have thought.of Elmsley, - who

will probably have no objection to try the success: of - the work in,
England, by taking twenty or even fewer:copies. I wish however
in the first place to mention the business to you, that: Elmsley, or
some other by your interest, may-be the more readily induced 1o
"undertake it.* There is also another favour of more importance,
:Wwhich my fiiends, through my agency, anxiously hope to: obtain
from you; the circumstance is this: upon their expressing a wish
“that their miscellany should contain extracts from Oriental authors,
particularly Persic and Arabic, I recommended to them, as there
ure byt few works of this nature, and still fewer worthy of notice,
that the§ should leave a space for short dissertations, .under the
heads of tracts, or essays, or any other title, by which they may be
communicated, as a means of promoting these: studies. I pro-
mised, for my own pait, to contribute some biographical memoirs
from Eben Chali Xb4n, if they should have nothing better to insert.
They: approved my advice, and_earnestly entreated me to prevail
upon you to furnish them with' some essays of this- kind; adding,
- that
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that they would prove the greatest ornament and recommendatlon .
of this part of the work, and that if, I real’]y enjoyed “your friend-
ship, which I was perpetually assertmg, T could not fail of ob-
taining this favour_from you. You see, my friend, to what I have
been led, by boasting of your regard . for me. I have ylelded the
" more readily to their sohcltatlons, in the hopes of retrieving by 1t,
in some degree, the heavy Toss whlch we sustamed in you. I
therefore most earnestly entreat and beseech you, 'by your ancient
love of the Oriental muses, whoso feelingly and fondly regret you,
not to omit any convenient opportunity of gratifying our wishes.
Examine your shelves ;—you will find many things ready, and suf-
ficiently perfect for publication. Whatever you send, will be most.
acceptable, and it shall appear in our miscellany with or without your
" name; as you may think proper. ' If you have any thing in English,
and want time to turn it into Latin, I will readily undertake the
translation of 1t, and submit it to the examination of others who are
better scholars than myself, that your reputation may suffer no
impeachment from 1t. Nothing shall be added, omuitted, or changed;
but it shall appear exactly as you send it; to this.if you thmk it
necessary, I will pledge my word. I hope it will 'not be incon<’
venient to you to favour me with an early reply to this letter, and'I -
rely upon your obliging acquiescence in our request.

I con’gratulate you upon your new office, .as an introduction to
something more honourable and lucrative; and as to the loss of
your liberty, I regret it rather on my account, than on iygiux's. No
one, not even an Englishman, . can object to service for the public
good, which is the just recompence of virtue and merit. To me,
however, your confinement s grievous; for, if I was disappointed in
the expectation of seemng you, when you were your own master,
I can scarcely now indulge a distant hope of that pleasure. Do not
however leave me in despair: you have ﬁfty-nme associates ; some

3 interval
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mterval of lelsure max omur, and *if it should, do not neglect it, but
run over and mrakeis: hap&iy By, the enjoyment of your company
and conversation.. It 5ot from want of inclination "that I do not
pay you another visit; the rego]lectmn of the pleasyre I'had in your:
society, is so btrdnvly 1mpressed upoen me, that I haye nothmg more
anxiously at, heart, thah - ‘to ﬂy over i3 _you with all speed that I
may again enjoy jt. ¥ Nelthél is’ 1t det ,of time, that detains me;
for my office, which exclusweb occuples me for .nine months,
leaves me at liberty the remaining'three. What is 1t then? I will
tell you the truth, nor blush to reveal to my friend,  that, when my
“ purse is heavier, I shall ﬁnd the joumey to you hghter®.”

-{.l‘he soil of Oriental J;terature in Holland as elsewhere, is barren ;
it produces only the mere convenientes of hife, but no superfluities
whatever. 1 must therefore defer all hope of . accomphshmg a
journey to England, without same unexpected lmprovement of my
circumstances.. I shall however bear my lot, whatever it may be,:
with patience. Having mentioned this subject to you, I will add
somethmg in which you may essentially serve me. With a view to
. xmprovmg my fortune, and procusing that affluence, ‘which, though
"it may be dispensed with, is most acceptable to those who possess
it, I have determined to undertake the charge of a pupil, to receive
him into my house, and superintend his morals and education. I

am particularly anxious, however, that be should be of your country,
not only, because the system of private education is little known or
followed h*e:;re', but, because it would be more agreeable to. me to
part with my hberty to an Englishman, (you see how openily I
speak,) from whom I might expect a more substantial recompence,
My paper will not allow me to say much more. Oblige me with a
few lines in reply; I am certain you will wilingly assist me as
far as you can, and you may depend upon the strictest attention
* * An Arsbic proverb, adopued o the situation of the writer.
on
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on my part, to any request from you which I can possibly execute.
My wife sends her best compliments to your excellent mother and
sister. Farewell, my dear Jones ; and contmue to honour me with

your esteems
H. A/ScHuLTENS.

. & & 5 sz .

At an 1nterval of more than tw‘venty-ﬁve years” from the date of
this letter, I cannot but acknowledge a disposition to sympathize
with the feclings of the learned writer, and participate the regret
which he expresses, at the deprivation of the society of his friend,
from his want of means to defray the expence of a journey to
England. At this penod Schultens enjoyed an extensive repu-
tation, and was perhaps the object of envy to many, who, without
any claim to distinction, possessed that opulence, which, with all
his indefatigable labours in cultivating and promoting literature, he
had not been able to procure. We feel the more for him, because
his complaints, (if the confidential communication of his circum-
stances authorize the expression,) are neither deficient in dlgni;y,
‘nor resignation In truth, the tract of literature which Le *had
chosen %o cultivate, was more calculated to produce a harvest of
celebrity, than profit.

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS.
July 1777,
I should have great pleasure in complymg with your
kind and friendly request, by furnishing my contribution to the
new work which is soon to appear amongst you, and would exert
myself for this purpose, but the absolute want of leisure makes it
impossible. My law employments, attendance in the courts, inces-
sant studics, the arrangement of pleadings, trials of causes, and

* Appendix, No. 34.

opinions
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' opmxons to clients; kscarcely a1low mg a few moments for eating and
s'leepmv I thank yousmcerely for your very entertammg account
of your own OCCllpa.hons;and of what is going on_in ‘your country.
If I should hear of any wealthy E}ng'jlsh gentleman, who ,wishes to
send his son af’3 pupil | tG“Hol]and to study hteratme, you may
rely upon my recgmmenda.hon oﬁ' your\ments, as well as upon my
assistance on all occasmns. , ‘1 ‘muist howeVer at the same time tell
you, that an oppoti,umty "of thls nature 15 very uncertain.

Mr. JONES to, Lord ALTHOIEPE.

MY DEAR Lonn,‘ ’ "\ Bath, Dec. 28, 1777.

I told you, when I had the pleasure of seeing you m
London, that it was doubtfal whether I should pass my vacation
at Amsterdam or at Bath ; the ‘naiads of the hot" springs have’ pre-
vailed, you see; over the nymphs of the lakes, and I have been
drinking the waters fora month, with no less pleasure than advan-
tave to my health the unprovement of which I ascnbe, however,
’ in’ g\‘eat measure, tb my regular exercise on the downs, and to abstx--
Lhenge from any study that requires too much exertion  of the mmd
I should have scated indeed in Holland from town to town, and a
little voyage would have dissipated my bile, if I had any : but that
scheme 1 must postpone till another wmter, and have sent an
.excuse to my Dutch fncnd who expected me.
S .

R .

As I came hither entirely for the purpose. of recfeating my ex-
hausted spirits and strengthening my stomach, I have abstained
with some reluctance from dancing, an amusement which I am as
fond of as ever, but which would be too heating for a water-
drinker; and as for the idler diversions of & public place, they
have not _the recommendation of novelty, without which they

cannot
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cannot long please. You, my dear friend, are in the mean:time
relaxing yourself, from the severer pursuits of science and civil
knowledge, “with the healthy and mar}xly{ex.ercise of the field, from
which you will return with a ‘keener appetite to the noble feast
which the Muses are agam preparmo' for you at Cambridge. And
here, by’ way of parenthems, I must tell yow that I joined a small
party of hunters the other morning, and was in at the death of a
hare; but I must confess, that I think’ hare-hunting a very dull
exercise, and fit rather for a hyntress than a mighty hunter, rather
for Diana than Orion. Had I the taste and vigour of Actzon, with-
out his indiscreet curiosity, my game would be the stag or the fox,
and I should leave the hare in peace, without sending her to her
many fiiends.- This heresy of ming may arise from my fondness
for every thing vast, and my disdain of every thing little, and for
the same reason I should prefer the more violent sport of the
Asiatics, who inclose a whole district with toils, and then attack
the tigers and leopards with javelins, to the sound of trumpets and
clarions. Of music, I conclude, you have as much at Althorpe,
as your heart can desire; I mught here have ‘more than my ears
, could bear, or my mind conceive, for we have with us La Motte,
Fischer, Rauzzini; but, as I live in the house of my old master,
Evans, whom you remember, I am satisfied with his harp, whick I'
prefer to the Theban, lyre, as much as I prefer Wales to ancient
or modern Egypt.

I was this morning with Wilkes, who shewed me a letter lately
written to him fiom Paris, by Diderot; as I have you know a
quick memory, I brought away the substance of it, and give it to
you in atransla/tion almost literal :—¢ Friend Wilkes, it dehghts me
“to hear that you still have sufficient employment for your active
* mind, without which you cannot long be happy. I have just read
“ the several spéeches which you have delivered on the subject.of

‘ your
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“ your Dresent war against the provincials; they are full of elo-

" ¢ quence, force, and dignity. I foo bave composed a speech on,

-

“ the same, subject, which I would deliver .in your senate, had 1
‘ aseat in it, I will wave for the, present, my couutrymen, all
£ consideration of the justice or injustice of the measuies you are
“ pursuing; I well know that,to be an improper topic at the time
* when the public welfare is immediately concerned. I will not
¢ even question 'a% present your power to reduce an .exasperated °
¢ and desperate people; but consider,. I entreat you, that you are
¢ surrounded by nations by whom you are detested ; and say, for
¢ Heaven’s sake, how long you-will give them reason to laugh at the
* ridiculous figure you are making. This is my. harangue; it is
% short in words, but extensive ui meanmu ”—So far, my dear Lord,
we, have ,no ,reason, to, censure the thoughts or expressions, of thq
Jearned Encyclopedist ; what. follows"is so profligatey that I would,
not transcribe it, if Lwere not sure, that yod would join with me -
in condemuing it..,* As to . yourself,. (he adds,} be cheerful, drink
. the best. wines, keep the gayest company, and should you be
¢ inclined to a tender passion, address yourself to such women as
4 make the Jeast Tesistance ; they are as amusing and as interesting
*,as others, One . lives with them without anxiety, and quits them
¢ without regret.”~~I. want words, «Diderot, to express the base-
ness, the folly, the bratality of this sentiment. I am no.eynie,
but as fond as any man at Paris of cheerful company, and of such
pleasures as;a man of virtue need, not blush to enjoy ; but if the
phbilesophy-of the French academicians be .comprised in your
advice to your friend Wilkes, keep it to yourself, and to such a§
you, I am of a different sect, He concludes bis letter with some
professions of regard, and with a recommendation of 3 young
Freochman, who told Wilkes some speeches of Diderot, to the

Empress of Russia, which you shall hear at some other time. I
x am
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am interrupted, and must leave you with reluctance till the
morning.

*  x @ L

An apology, I trast, will not be thought necessary for introducing
that passage m Diderot’s letter, which Mr. Jones reprobates 1n terms
of aspenty and indignation switable to the rectitude of his own
mind. His remarks upon 1t will serve to explain, 1f it be at all
necessary, certain expressions in his letters, which may be thought
to border upon a levity, that never entered into the composition of
his character. His mind was never tainted with vice, nor was the
morality of his conduct ever impeached. He valued the pleasures
of society, and enjoyed them as long as they were mnocent, whilst
he detested the principles and practice of the debauchee and
sensualist, and, like his favourite Hafez, could amuse his leisure
hours with poetical compositions in praise of love or beauty,
without sacrificing his health, his time, or his virtue. His censure
of Diderot is equally a proof of his own abhorrence of vice, and of
his anxiety to impress it strongly on the mind of his friend and late
pupil*. -
In

* Of Duderot, thus casually introduced to the notice of the reader, it may not be irrele~
vant to give a short account. His works I bave never read, ®or, from the character of
the man, have any wish to peruse them. Diderot (I take my information from the Abbé
Barruel) was one of the gang of conspirators aganst the Chrisan Rehgion. He not
only professed Atheism, but made a boast of it, and inculcated 1t in his wriungs. He
was 1nvited to Russia, by the Empress Catharine, who at first admired his gemus, but
soon found sufficient in hus conduct and principles to send him back to France.

There were moments 1n Which this professed friend and admurer of Voltavre, notwith-
standing his avowed 1mpiety, seems to have been compelled by the force of truth to pay
homage to the New Testament. An acquaintance found bim one day explamning a
chapter of it to his daughter, with all the apparent seriousness and energy of a believer.
On expressing his surprise, Diderot replied, * I understand your meaning ; but after all,

*¢ where 15 1t possible to find better lessons for her instruction ?” The devils believe, and
tremble.

At
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In 1778/ Mr. Jones published a translation of the speeches of
Isxzus, in causes concerning the law of succession to property at
Athens, with a prefatory discourse, notes critjcal and historical, and
& commentary.

The works of Isxcus had long been neglected ; the subject of them
was dry, and his technical language, as Mr. Jones observes, was
unintelligible to the herd of grammarians and philologers, by whom
‘the old monuments of Grecian learning were saved from destruc-
tion. To rescue them from obscurity, and to present them to the
student of our English laws in lus native language, was a task
which Tequired the united qualifications of classical erudition and
legal knowledge, and which he discharged with equal pleasure and
success, . . . .

“ There is no branch.of learning, from whxch a student of tlu? law
“ may receive a more rational pleasure, or which seems more likely
% tor prevent his being disgusted with the dry elements of a very
“ complicated science, than the history of the rules and ordmances
¢ by which pations, eminent for wisdom, and 'illustrious in arts,
“ have regulated their civil polity: nor is this the only fruit that
“ he may expect to reap from a general knowledge of foreign laws,
“ both ancient and modern; ‘for whilst he. indulges the liberal
“ curiosity of a scholar in examining the' customs and institu-
¢ tions of men, whose waiks have yielded him the highest delight,
“ and whose actions have raised his admiration, he will feel the

At the close of a life of profligacy and impiety, istent with the senti ex-
pressed in his letter to Wilkes, Diderot shewed some signs of contriion, and even went
so far as to declare an intention of publicly recanting hus errors.  But the barbanty of hus
philosophic friends iterfered to prevent it, and they resolved as far as they could, that he
should die witheut repentance, Under the pretence that a change of air would promote
his restaration to heslth, they secretly removed him into fhe country, and never left hun
until he expived, ia July 1784.

« satisfaction
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* satisfaction of a patriot, in observing the preference due in most
¢ instances to the laws of his own ¢ountry above those of all other
“ states ; ‘or, if his just prospects in hfe give him hopes of becoming
“ a legislator, he may collect many useful hints, for the improve-
¢ ment even of that fabric, which his ancestors have erected with
“ infinite exertions of virtue and genius, but which, like all human
“ systems, will ever advanee nearer to perfection, and ever fall

¢ short of it.”

I quote the preceding obseryations from his prefatory discourse,
which is written with uncommon elegance, and partieularly inte-
resting, not-only from the information which it contains respecting
the author whose works he illustrated, but for its cmtical remarks
on the comparative merits of the Grecian orators, and for his disser-
tation on the Attic laws of succession, and the forms of pleading in
the Athenian courts. It was no small credit to Mr. Jones to have
successfully accomplished what Sir Mathew Hale, “ to whose
¢ Jearning and diligence the present age is no less indebted, than
“ his contemporaries were to his wisdom and virtue,” had unsuc-

cessfully attempted.

The works of Iseeus ate dedicated to Earl Bathurst; and Mr.
Jones takes occasion in the epistle dedicatory to inform the public,
that, although he had received many signal marks of friendship
from a number of Hllustrious persons, Lord Bathurst had been his
grehtest, his only benefactor; that, without any solicitation, or even
request on his part, his Lordship gave him a substantial and perma-
nent token of regard, rendered still more valuable by the obhging
manner of giving it, and hterally the sole fruit which he had ga-
thered from an incessant course of very painful labour. He adds
his further acknowledgements for the more extended intentions of his

Lordship, although he had not then derived any benefit from them.
. This
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This was the only publicatiod of Mr. Jones, in 1778; which,
however it might tend to increase his reputaion, did not perhaps
much advance his professional success. He had however every’
reason to be satisfied with the proportion of business that fell to
his share, during the eircuits which he regularly attended.

* Mr. Jones had transmxtted a ‘copy of his translation to Edmund
Burke ; and the followmg letter contains bis acknowledgement of the
favour. 'The opinion of a great orator on any subject connected with
that of his constant meditations, will not be read without interest.

MY DEAR'SIR, ’ March 12, 1779.
I give you many thanks for your most obliging and
valuable present, and feel myself extremely honoured by this mark
of your friendship. My first leisure will be employed in an atten-
tive perusal of an author, who had merit enough to fill up a part of
yours, and whom you have made accessible to me with an ease and
advantage, which one so many years disused to Greek literature as
I have been, could not otherwise have. Is=us is an author of
.whom I kuow nothing but by fame; Iam sure that any idea I had
from thence conceived of him, will not be at all lessened by seeing
him in your translation,” I do not know how it has happened, that
orators have hitherto fared worse in the hands of the tramslators,
than even the poets ; I never could bear to read a translation of
Cicero. Demosthenes suffers I think somewhat less ;—but he suffers
greatly ; so much, that I must say, that no English reader could
well conceive from whence he had acquired the reputation of the
first of orators. I am satisfied that there is now an eminent excep-
tion to this rule, and I sincerely congratulate the public on that
acquisition. I am, with the greatest trnt.h and regard, my dear Sir,
Your most faithful and obliged humble servant,
" Epaunp Buek:.
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Of the incidents in the life of Mr. Jones during the years 1778
and 1779, I have no particular information; we may suppose his
time and attention to have been principally engrossed by hs pro-
fessional duties and studies, and the political circumstances of the
times. His own letters, always interesting, and often_instructive,
with those of his correspondents, contain all that I know of him
during this period; the latter afford additional evidence of the
esteem 1 which his learning, abilities, and principles were held by
men of high reputation in the rank of literature.

Mr. SWINNEY to Mr. JONES.

SIR; Pera of Constantinople, January 1, 1778,

So high an opinion do I entertain of your humanity

and pohteness, as to persuade myself you will readily pardon the

Iiberty I have taken, of sending you a Persian and Grecian manu-

script. If, on peiusal of one or the other book, you shall meet with

a single passage that may contribute either to your insfruction or
amusement, my purpose will be fully answered.

Among the real curiosities I have seen at Constantinople, is a
public museum, erected at the sole expence of a most learned
Grand Visir, whose name and title was Rajib Pacha. This collec~
tion contains about two thousand Arabian, Persian, and Tuikish
manuscripts, which, the learned say, contain vast stores of erudition.
It is notimprobable but I may bealle, on some favourable occasion,
to procure you a copy of the gatalogue; and then, should you be
disposed to have any of the manuscripts copied, I intreat you will
confer the honour upon me, of executing the commission. People
assure me, but I dare not say whether with good authorty or no,
that the entire Decades of Livy, and the complete History of
Curtius, are contained in that very precious repository : if so, who
’ knows
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knows but majesty itself (so superlatively happy are we in a
monarch who favours the arts and sciences|) may gracious’y cons
descend to command a copy of them ?

‘
1

Be .pleased to accept of my warmest wishes for. your health,
prosperity, and very long life: and believe me to be (what I
sincerely am) a lasting admirer of your abilities ; ,and, at the same
time, dear éxr, &ec. ‘

. SIDNEY SWINNEE.

. Dr. STUART to Mr, JONES.

MY DEAR SIB; 3d October, 1778.

I have to acknowledge the recexpt of your most obliging
. letter. Tt is impossible for me to express the value in which I hold
the favourable sentiments you have conveyed to me; and above all,
that strain of cordiality and friendship which accompany them.
The loss of that long letter, or dissertation, into which my perform-
ance was about to enfice you, is a'matter pf infinite regret to me:
but I hope that the object which then engaged more particularly
your attention, and which was so worthy pf it, is now within your
reach; that the fates are to comply with your desires, and to place
you in a scene where so much honour and s many laurels are to be
won and gathered

It affects me with a lively pleasure, that your taste has turned with

a peculiar fondness ta the studies’of Jaw and government on the
great scale of history and maunners. They have been too'long in
the management of: enquirers, who were merely metaphysicians, or
merely the retainers of courts. Theigggenerous and hberal pature
has been wounded and debased by the minutepess of an acute but
useless philosophy, and by a mean and slavish appetite for practice
5 and
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and wealth. Tt is now fit that we should 'have lawyers who are
orators, philosophers, and historians.

But while I entreat you to accept my best thanks for your
excellent letter, and express my approbation of those studies of
which you are enamoured, permit me, at the same time, to embrace
the opportunity of making known to you the bearer of these lines.
Dr. Gullies, -of whom you may have heard as the translator of
Lysias, has been long my warm friend: and I have to recommend
him to you as the possessor of qualities which are still more to his
honour than extensive’ learning and real genius. Men who leave
their compatriots behind them in the pursuits of science and true
ambition, are of the same family, and ought to be known to onc
z}nother.

Do me the favour, my dear Sir, to continue to afford me a place
in your memory; and believe me that I shall always hear of your
prosperity, your reputation, and your studies, with a peculiar and
entire satisfaction.

I am now, and ever, yours, &c.
GiILB. STUART.

P. S. In January or February, I am to send into the world a new
work, in which I treat of the public law, and the Constitutional
History of Scorfanp. And, wherever you are, 1 am to transmit
you one of the first copies, by Mr. Murray, of Fleet-Stroet,

Dean TUCKER to Mr. JONES.
DEAR SIR; Gloucester, September 21 , 1778
When you first honoured me with your acquaintance,

perhaps you was not aware what a troublesome correspondence you
was
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.was bringing yourself juto.. Be that as it may, I will now beg leave
to avail myself of the permission which you kindly granted me of
consulting you on some points. Several copies of my last tract have
been in the University upwards of a fortnight; and it is probable
that by this time some have vouchsafed to read it. What therefore
I wish to knowis, whether, in the judgment, of those who have given
it a perusal, I have confuted Mr. Locke’s system in such a manner,
that they are convinced his must be wrong, whatever else may
happen ta be right. -If this is not the case, that is, if\I bave not
totally confuted Mr. Locke, I heed proceed no farther, for mine
can have no chance to-be true, if his is still supposed.to be the
only true one ;: apd. I shall. very willingly give up, the pursuit; But,
if I have demolished his scheme, I have so far cleared the way tg
make room for my own; and, in that case, I have one or twe
points to consult yow about,
I am,
J. TuckEs.

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORPE.
Templej Oct, 13, 1778,
.. My dear Lord, captain, and friend, (of all which titles
%10 man entertains a juster idea than yourself,) how shall I express
the delight which your letter from Warley camp has given me? I
cannot sufficiently regret, that I was se long deprived of that
pleasure; for, intending ta be in London soon after the circuit,
bad neglected to leave any directions here about mr letters; so that
yours has lain almost a month upon my table, where I found it
yesterday on my return from the country. I pught indeed to have
written first to you, because I was a rambler, you stationary: and
because the pen has been my peculiar instrument, as the stvord
has been yours this summer: .but the agitation of forensic business,
Y : * and
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and the sort of society in which I have been forced to live, afforded
‘me few moments of leisure, except those in which pature calls for
perfect repose, 'and the spints exhausted with fatigue require imme~
diate reparation. I rejoice to see that you are a votary, as Archi-
locus says of himself, both of the Muses and 'of Mars; nor do I
believe that a letter full of more manly sentiments, or written with
more unaffected eleganee, than yours, has often been sent from a
camp. You know I have set my mind on your being a fine spea-
ker in next parliament, in the cause of true constitutional Liberty,
and 'your letters convince me that I shall not be disappointed. To
this great object, both for your own glory and your country’s good,
your present military station will contribute not a little: for, a
soldier’s hife naturally inspires a certain spirit and confidence, with-
out which the finest elocution will not have a full effect. Not to
mention Pericles, Xenophon, Casar, and a hundred other eloquent
soldiers among the ancients, I am persuaded that Pitt (whom by
the way I am far from comparing to Pericles) acquired his forcible
manner in the field where he carried the colours. This I mention
in addition to the advantages of your present situation, which you
very justly point out: nor can I think your summer in any respect
uselessly spent, since our constitution has a good defence in a well-
regulated militia, officered by men who love their country: and a
militia so regulated, may in due time be the means of thinning the
formidable standing army, if not of extinguishing it. Captain * * *
is one of ' the worthiest, as well as tallest men in the kingdom; but
he, and hus Socrates, Dr. Johnson, have such prejudices in politics,
that one must be upon one’s guard in their company, if one wishes
- to preserve their good opinion. By the way, the Dean of Gloucester
has printed a work,’ which he thinks a full confutation of Locke’s
Theory of Government; and his second volume will contain a new
Theory of his own: of this, when we meet. The disappointment to
which you allude, and concerning which you say so many friendly
things
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things to me,-is. not. yet certain, 1 My competitoi' is not yet nomi-
hated : many doubt whether be will be ; I think he will not, -unless
the Chancellor should press it strongly. It is'still .the opinion and
wish of the bar, that L should. be the man. I believe, the minister
hardly knows his own mind. I cannot Jegally be appointed till
January, or next month at soonest, because I am not a barrister of
five years standing till that time: now many believe that they keep
the place open for me.till.I am qualified. I certainly wish to have
it, because I wish to have twenty thousand pounds .in my pocket
before I am eight-and-thirty.years old ; and then I might contribute
in some little degree towards the service of my country in Parliament,
as well as at the 13ar, wlthout selling my hberty tp a patron,, as too
many of my profession’ até not ashamed of domg, and’I mlght be a
Speaker in the House of Commons in the full vigour and maturity
of my age ; whereas, in thé slow career of Westminster-Hall, I should
awot perhaps, even-with the best success, 'acquire thé same indepen~
dent station, till the age at.which Cicero.was killed. But be
assured, - my dear-lord, that if the minister be offended -at the style
in which I have spoken, do speak, and will speak, of public affairs,
and on that account should refuse to give me the judgeship, I shall
not be at all mortified, baving already a very decent competence,
withaut a.debt; or a.care of .any kind. I will not break in tipon
.you at Warley unexpectedly ;. but whenever you find it most
sconvenient, let me know, and I wﬂl be 'with. you_ in less than
‘two hours.

Drax TUCKER tq Mr. JONES.
DEAR SIR, Gloucestery December 31,1778,

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that' your packet
and letter arrived safe Iast night ; for both *whicb, .I am very much
: obliged
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obliged to you. I cannot say that your remarks have wrought much
conviction in me, (in some places they have,) but they have bad
what I esteem a better effect, that is, they will make me more
cautious and circumspect in some of my expressions ; and they will
oblige me to bring more proofs and illustrations of some points than
1 thought were needful. In all these respects, your friendly remarks
have done me much greater service than unmeaning compliments ;
and as to your differing so widely in opinion from me, your frank
declaration of this difference proves you the honester man, and the
more to be esteemed. Iam, &c. )

ADAM PRIVCE CZARTORYSKI to Mr. JONES.
SIR ; Warsaw, Nov. 26, 1778,

It is the fate of those who, like you, are an ornament

to the literary world, to be known to those who are perfectly unknown
tothem; each is entitled to call to them for hght, and this I hope
will be a sufficient apology for my intruding upon you, and inter-
supting those studious hours which you consecrate with so much
success to the instruction of your readers.
. I was happy enough of late to.hit upon your Essay on the Poetry
of the Fastern nations, and your History of the Persian language.
I found that you: had made up in these two works a quarrel of a
very old standing between erudition and taste: you have brought
them to meet together in such a friendly manner, that one who had
never read but your writings, would be apt to think they always
went hand in hand.

I have been applying myself since a few years to the study of
- Eastern languages; though I cannot flatter myself with having
made
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made as yet any considerable progress in that branch' of 'learning;
Your most excellent Grammar of the Persian language, which gave
birth to: Mr. Richardson’s one of 'the Arabic, executed upon thé
same plan, are the agreeable guides which I follow in that difficult
journey; to them I owe to be' rescued out of the hands ‘of
Erpenius; Guadagnola, and the rest of those unmerciful gentlemen
who never took the least trouble about clearing the road, ot
plucking out one single thorn from the many with which the
paths of -the study of Eastern languages are covered. Give me
leave to be still more beholden ito you; and as you learned men
are the leading stars of the unlearned, I beg you'll bestow a few
moments of your leisure upon answering some questions. which may
perhaps appear very trifing in the eyes of 4 man of your extensive
knowledge. .
noe
i ' T have always been at a loss to form any conjecture tpon thée
following ‘bubject, which is, by what chance so .many words from
other European languages, or at least used in our European languages,
are got into the' Persian § as for instance; jivdn, pudder, mider*, the
English, bad, the German, dockter, der, bend, together with a deal of
our Sclavonian, especially in the arithmetical numbers, which, even
in' the manner 6f pronodncing them, are exactly the same, such as
pendsed, scheshed+, &c. 1 should be greatly obliged to you likewise,
“if by your means I could be’ informed, whether the Dictionary of
Meninski, proposed to be reprinted at Oxford, is already come out;
whether it contains a great many additions which are not to be
found in the edition of 1680 ; lastly; whether Mr. Richardson has
published the second volume, English and Arabic, of his Dictionary.
" As to our poor countryman, Meninski, he has not met with the

* Youth, father, mother, 1500 and 600,

reward
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reward which he had a right to expect*; after having wasted his
health and fortune in the finishing of his work, he died unnoticed at
Vienna; and his daughter ended her life in the same city a few
years ago, very ill used by those who had advanced money to her
father, for the publishing of his work. You live in a country where
such a sin would be ranked among the mortal ones. Baron
Reviczki, so justly and honourably mentioned in your works, has
been residing here for several years, as minister of the Court of
Vienna: we have often made the wish, that something could tempt
you to take our part of the world in your way. If that :"iould ever
happen, I would consider it as a most agreeable circumstance for me,
if you could be prevailed upon to accept of my house during your
stay, and consider it as your own. I know what advantages we
might reap from so useful and agreeable an intercourse, and would
make it our business not to let time lay heavy upon your hands.
I must (before I end) express to you the sense of pleasure which I
felt as a Pole, in reading that passage of your preface which
concerns our country : it bears the stamp of humanity and spirit.
Now, after havirg repeated my excuses for having been so forward,
and perhaps so tedious,
I am, with all possible regard, &c.
Apa Prince CzarTorYski, General of Podolia.

* Fiom the short account given of Meninskiin the Biographical Dyctionary, it appears,
that he was no less disunguished for his extensive erudition and profound knowledge of
languages, parucularly Oriental, than by the propriety of conduct, and abilites displayed
by him 1n vanous official situations to which he had nsen by his merit. His first station
was that of first interpreter to the Polish embassy at the Porte, and from this he was
gradually advanced to the rank of a counsellor of war to the Emperor at Vienna, and
first interpreter of Oriental langnages. He died at Vienna at the age of 75, m 1698,
eighteen years after the publication of his famous and useful work, the Oriental Thesaurus,

The compilers of this account do not notice the circumstances mentioned by Pnnce
Czartoryski,

Mr.
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Mr. JONES to PRINCE, ADAM CZARTORYSKI.
Lamb's Buildngs, Temple, London, Feb. 17, 1779.

Nothing could be more honourable to me than your
letter, nothing more flattering than the sentiments which you express
in it; but I am so little used to converse or correspond with
Princes, ‘and have so long been accustomed to the plainness of the
ancients, that 1 should address your 'Highness with more facility in
Latin than'in any modern idiom. Yet as you not only perfectly
understand my native language, but even wnie it (I speak sincerely)
with elegance, I wxll try to answer Jou’ m Dnghsh with Roman!
mmplxcxty.

It gives me great pleasure; that my _]uvemle composxhons havé
been'at all useful or entertaining to' you. What higher reward can
a writer desire, 'than 'the approbation of such a reader? In sup-
posing, however, that,you interrupt my studlous hours which T am
consecrating to literature, allow me to say, ‘that, unhappily for me,
you are a little mistaken. My last’ four years have been spent in
forensic labours, which, however arduous," are no less pleasing than
reputable, and would be perfectly: congenial with my temper and
disposition, if they did not wholly preclude me from resuming my
former studies. It is. possible, however, that I may soon succeed
10 a high Judl(:lal office in Bengal, where the vacations will give me
leisure to renew my acquaintance, which oI now am obliged to
intermit, with the Persian and Arabian classics. Should my appoint-
ment take place, I shall set a high value on your correspondence,
and will not fail to send both your Highness, and my friend, Baron
Reviczki, (to whom I will write very soon,) some wreaths of flowers
from the banks of the Ganges. '

In
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In answer to your questions, I must inform your Highness, that
the project of reprinting Meninski here is entirely dropt; but
Richardson is indefatigable, and advances as expeditiously as pos-
sible with the second part of his dictionary. How so many Furo-
pean words crept mto the Persian language, I'know not with
certainty. Procopius, I think, mentions the great intercourse, both
dn war and peace, between the Persians and the nations in the
north of Europe and Asia, whom the ancients knew by the general
name of Scythians. Many learned investigators of antiquity are
fully persuaded, that a very old and almost primeeval language was
in use among these northern nations, from which not only the
Celtic dialects, but even the Greek and Latin, are derived ; in fact
we find warip and iy in Persian, nor is Suyarp so far removed from
dockter, or even éwpa and nomen from ndm, as to make it ridicu-
lous to. suppose, that they sprang from the same root. We must
confess that these researches are very obscure and uncertain; and
you will allow, not so agreeable as an ode of Hafez, or an elegy
of Amr'alkeis. How happy should I be, my dear Prince, if on my
return from India, I could visit Poland, accept the kind invitation
of your Highness, and enjoy the promised pleasure of your con-
versation and friendship. My good genius forbids me wholly to
despair of that happiness; and the sperata voluptas suavis ami.
citie, which enabled Lucretius to endure any toil, and to spend
the starry nights, as he says, in contemplatlon, shall have a
similar effect on, &c.

WiLriaxm Joxnes.

Dr. STUART to Mr. JONES.
MY DEAR SIR, ’ Feb, 12, 1779.
I beg you tg accept my new work, as a mark of my
best observance. The subjects are very important, very curious,
) and
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. aind very new,: but the materials' ipon which I was to operate were
very imperfect. ‘Indeed, I fear much, that a propriety of intention
. is all my merit, and from‘that, I think, I ém to draw little glory
. for it i5 ‘common’ fo mé with -writers ‘who -are the weakest and
miost trifling! Yet, if your-eye can ‘trace any evidence in this
tnfle to oppose my apprehensions, I shall be very happy. All the
humility of my doubts will go away. In two respects, I expose
myself very much td censures I have attacked the nobile officium of
the court of session; and I have vindicated the freedom of the
Scottish government from the misrepresentations of Dr. Robertson,
the historjographer’ ofScotland. ‘With a thousand people, these
things are-the greaf.est» of all crimes. * It'is in Ergland, and not in
this'! country, ‘that'] am to find ‘those readers whowill be perfectly
1mpartlal S | entreat you! to’ accept my'/most sincere ‘wishes for
yout prosperity, and that you will believe me; 'with the'most entird
fespect, mydeal‘er,“&c LR L AT I ool

o oo GIiip. STUART, !

Al tt ER S T S R I Wi . t i
Dr..STUARTuto Mr. JONES.
< +Dr. ‘Stdart presents 'his best compliments: to® M

-
i

- Jones,

" X beg to have the pleasuré 'to shbmit to your inspettioti & small
Treatisé, which I have published a ‘few 'years ago, as an introduc<
tion to an extensive work on the laws and constitution of- Englandy
which I have long ineditated, and have in part executed. If you
hke my ideas, I shall account myself extremely fortunate. * If they
do not strike ' you as ©of importance and interesting; I shall think
that I have employed my leisure w1thoﬁt( advantage. - Your line of
study has led. you to enquire into the" history-of Enghsh manners
and jurisprudence. The little work which accompanies this note, is
perfectly within this line ; -and;.as I have the most entire confi-

z dence
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dence in your penetration and candour, 1 should be happy to know
your opmion of it. I should then be in a state to form a resolu~
tion, whether I ought to give order and method to the materials
I have collected in the view of prosecuting a subject, which 1 may,
perbaps have undertaken without baving properly consulted my
forces. You will do me the favour to excuse this trouble.

¥ C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES.
Warsaw, Marck 17, 1779,

I lately received through Mr. ——— your two last
learned publications; a most agreeable and convincing proof of
your affectionate remembrance of me.- The singular erudition
with which your works abound, not only delighted me excecdingly,
but almost excited my inclination to resume those studies which I
" had almost forgotten. Prince Adam Czartoryski, who has culti-
vated Oriental hiterature not unsuccessfully, had already afforded
me an opportunity of perusing your life of Nadir Shah. He par-
ticularly pointed out the passages in the dissertation, in which you
make such honourable mention of me, and for which I am indebted
to your partiality alone. I regret the loss which the republic of
letters must suffer from your desertion, and determination to devote
yourself to the altar of Themis: but I trust that Melpomeng, under
whose auspices you were born, will compel you to return to your
. allegiance. I am heartily tired with a residence of seven years on
the banks of the Vistula: but the termination of the German war
will, I hope, restore me to a more pleasing situation. How much
more agreeable would it beto me, if fortune would allow me to
gratify my inclinations, by passing my days in England, near you'!
But to whatever place my destiny may lead me, my affection for
you will continue unabated. Farewell.

- % Appendix, No. 35,
Mr.
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Mr. JONES to, Lord ALTHORPE.

Temple, Feb. 4, 1780,

+ The public piety having glven me this afternoon what

-1 rarely can obtain, a short intermission of bhusiness; can I employ
my leisure more agreeably than in writing to my friend ? I shalf
send my letter at random, not knowing whether you are ‘at Althorpe
or at Buckingham, but persuading myself that it will find' you
without much delay. - May I congratulate you and our country o
your entrance upon ‘the great career of public life ? If there ever
was a“time when men of spuit, sense, and virtue, ought to stand
forth, it is the present. I'am informed, that you have attended
some country meetings, and are, on some committees. Did you
find it necessary or convenient to speak’on the state of the nation?
It is a noble subject, and with your knowledge as well as judgment,
you will easily acquirg habits of eloquence ; but kabits they are, ne
Jess than playing on a musical instrument, or bandling a8 peneil:
and as the best musicians and finest painters began with playing
sometimes out of tune:and drawing out of proportion, so the
greatest orgtors must begin with leaving some periods unfinished,
and perhaps with sitting down in the middle of a sentence. It is
only by continued use thata speaker learns to express his ideas
with precision and soundness,  and to provide at the begiuning ofa
period for the conclusion of it; but to this facility of speaking, the
.habit of writing rapidly contributes in a wonderful degree. I would
particularly impress this trath upon your mind, my dear friend,
because I am fully convinced that an Englishman’s real importance
in his country, will always be in a compound ratio of his virtue, his
knowledge, and his eloquence ; without all of which qualities little
real utility can result from either of them apart; and'I am no less
persuaded, that a virtuous and knowing man, who has no natural
impediment, may by habit acquire perfect eloquence, a3 certa:nly
5 a3
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as a healthy man who has the use of bis muscles, may learn to swime
or to scate. When shall we meet, .and where, tliat we may talk
over these and other matters? There are some topics which will
be more propeily discussed in conversation than upon paper, k

mean on aceount of their copiousness; for believe me I should not.
be concerned, 1f all that I write were copied at the post-effice, and
read before the King in couneil. = * 2eo0® -
At the same time I solemnly deelare, that ¥ wall not enlist under

the banners of a party ; a deelaration whiclris I believe useless,
because no party would receive a man, determined as I am, to
think for himself. To you alonc, my friend, and to your interests,
I am fimly attached, both from early habit and from matuare

reason, from ancient affection unchanged for a single moment, and

from a full conviction that such affection was well placed., 'The

views ‘and wishes of all other men, I will analyze and weigh with

that suspicion and slowness of belief, which my experience, sueh as

it is, bas: taught me ; and to be more particular, although,I will be

jealous of the regal part of our constifution, and always lend an

arm towards restraming its proud waves within due limits, yet my

most vigilant and strenuous efforts shall be directed against any

oligarchy that mayrise; being convineed, that.on the popular part of
every government depends its real force, the obligation of its laws,

its welfare, its security, its permanence. I have been led insensibly

to wrte more seriously than. I had intended; my letters shall not

always be so dull: but with so many public causes of grief or of
resentment, who can at all txmes,be gay.?

*  » x % %

In the memoirs of Mr. Jones, the year seventeen-hundred-and~
eighty forms an interesting ra,, in. which his occupations were di--
ver'si.ﬁed, his prospects extended, and his hopes expanded, more
than at any fotmer period of his hife. His professional practice had.
greatly increased, and suggested the fairest hopes. of progressive

i enlargement,,
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enfargement, and augmented profit: but as his views were more
particularly directed to the vacany seat omtheibench:of Fort William,
m Bengal, and as, from the kindoess of Lord North, he was autho-
rized ta-expect the eaily attainment of it, he was less solicifous to:
procure:an augmentation. of busihess; which; ithejevent of success
in Ins Indig; pursuitss he must altogether abandon.- Fu this state of
suspense, the; political events ofithe times, received a more than
erdinary- share of his attention i-he; did -not however enrol himself
with . any party; buat- lookmg, up testhe constitution and hiberty. of
his country, asthe.objects of his: politieal adoratian he icultivated
an extengive-acquaintance with.pen’of all parcties, and. of the first
rank.and talents, withont amy sacrifice of . principle or opinion. 'No
man had ever more mght to apply to liumself the .chdracter of
‘s nullius.gddictus. jurarg , in verba magistii.” With respect, to the
Amgrican war, he early adopted sentiments'upon' 1t unfavaurable
to the justice of the-British-.cause,. and. this opinion; once. formed,
would naturally acquire strepgth fram the protraction of the contest,
which he .lampnted,kwigh:theAfeeiings,of‘a true patriot and friend, to
humanity. These reflections dictatéd a very animated and ‘classical
Qde to-Liberty,which he composed in Latin, and printed in March ;
it strongly displays his genius, erudition, feelings, and political:
principles®,
v Sir Roger:Newdigate having declared his intentioh® of vaéating'
his seat i parliament,, 4s representative of the University of Oxford,. .
Mr. Jones was:induced by a laudable ambition, and the encoirage-
ment of many respectable friends, to come forward as a candidaté.
The! following letters will explain ,his- hopes, ‘his conduct, and’
disappointment on this occasion. *

* ® Wouks, vol.iv. p: 881, This ode was published undér the title of Julii iIeleslgom

ad hbertatem. The assumed ndme 1s formed by & transposition of the letiers of Guhelmu~
Jonesius, .,

Mr.
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT to Mr. JONES.

Sikr; May 8, 1780,
v Itis with pleasure I observe the public papers mention
you as one of the candidates to represent the University of Oxford
at the ensuing election. As a literary society, the rank you hold
in the republic of letters ought certainly to point you out as one of
the first objects of her choice. But it is not merely wpon this
principle that I fecl myself interested in your success: exclusive of
that veneration with which I look up to superior talents, I have an
additional motive (which indeed ought to supersede every other) in
the very high opinion I have formed of your integrity. If in this
opinion I should be mistaken, your own writings have greatly
contributed to mislead me. You will perceive, Sir, my reason for
troubling you with this letter is to desire that when you make out a
list of your friends upon this occasion, my name may be admitted
into the number. I am, Sir, with truth, your very sincere well-
wisher, &c.
Epmunp CarrwRIGHT.

Mr. JONES to the Rev. E. CARTWRIGHT.

DEAR SIE; - Lawb's Buildings, Temple, May 16,1780,
Since my friends have declared me a candidate for the

very honourable seat which-Sir Roger Newdigate intends to vacate,
I have received many flattering testimonies of regard from several
respectable persons; but your letter, dated May 8th, which I did
notreceive till this morning, is, without a comphment, the fairest and
most pleasing fruit of the competition in which I am engaged. The
rule of the University, which is a very noble one, forbidding me to
solicit votes for myself, I have not been at liberty even to apply to
many
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many persons whom it is both a pleasure and honour to know.
Your unsolicited approbation  is 4. great reward of my past toil-in
my literary career, and no small incentive to future exertions, As
tb my integrity, of which you are pleased to express a good opinion,
it has not yet been tried by any-very strong temptations: I hope it
will resist them if any-be thrown in my way. This only I may say-
(and' I' think-without a boast) that my ambition, was, always very,
much bounded, and.that.my views are already attained by profes-
sional success adequate ta my highest expeetations. Perhaps I shall,
not be thought yery-unambitions, if I add, that.my great object
of imitation—is.Mr.r Selden, ands that! if .I could -obtain the same
honour'which.was conferred on him, I should, like him, devote. the
" rest of my life to. the service:of my constituents and my.country,
to the practice of an useful profession,.land to the unremitted study
of our English laws, history, aud literature. To be approved. by
youy -and such men as you (if many such could be found), would be
a sufficient reward to, &c. )

W. Jomss.

- Permit me to add an ode printed (but not published) before the
present competit.ion, and at a time when I should have been certainly
made a judge in India, by the kindness of Lord North, if any
appomtment bad taken place. It proves sufficiently that no viewy
or connections can prevent me from declaring my honest senhments
when 1 thmk they may be useful to my’ country.

Mr. BUB.ROWS to. Mr. JONES.
* Stp,t oo v, Hadley, near Barnet, May 23,!780.
’ For the first time I am sorry I did not take all my
degrees.” T should have been happy to have given the testimony of
an individual to a ‘merit, which I have long ‘considered as ‘the

reproach,
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reproach,' ag well as ornament of thisage and country : - T must add,
it would have!given*me. particular pleasure to have expressed my
gratitude fo one’who'has so much contributed to nfy mnstruction and
arhusement. ' < ' L : v
‘ L * LI e

I most heartily wish you success, as the republic seems in great
danger of taking some harm from the weakness of her friends, and
the vigour of her foes,' and never in any time of her life stood in more
need of the attracting and repelling powers-of men of ability. I
must own too,” I have an additional reason for wishing you 'seated in
the ‘British parliament, a$ I shall:take great: satisfagtion in seeing
the dull of all denommations convinced,’ that men of wit and learn-
ing are as capable of excelling in public business; as they call 1t, as
the most illiterate of them all. v - - < Cot

oo Tam, &e.rorve ¢t
'J.-Burrows.

Pt tet . A

Mr. JONES to Dr. MILMAN.

Sis, May 30, 1780.

+ .Although: I have, not yet the hongur, to which I,have

long aspired,. of your acquaintance and friendship, yet I am per-
suaded that, the bond which ought in, this ,cngsis to unite all honest,
men 15,, idem sentire,de repyblicd; and my friend, Mr, Milles, having
i}npar,ted to me the, contents of your yesterday’s note, I beg leave ta,
assure you, that I never imagined 1t possible,, 1n this metropolis, a§
the busiest time of the year, for professional men to attend a com-
mittee of canvassers,. and never thought of soliciting the attendance
or esertions of . my friends, any farther than might be consistent
with their engagements, and avocatiops. .Acgept, Sir, my very
warm and very sincere thanks (and when I have the honour of being,
known to you, you will ﬁnd that my warmth and my;sincerity are,
- perfectly
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Jperfectly undissembled) for .the sentiments which you express to Mr.
Milles m regard to mel» Whateveb be the.event of the competition
in which I am engaged, 1 shall.certainly reap the most pleasmg fruit
from the kindness of miany excellent persons,.-by whom. it is an high
honour to be ésteemed. w0 e

AN B Il*"'-}f'*n‘\"‘* 1 »

This onlin can 'say; that:my frnends having nommated me, I have
othing 'to. do but (10 steer right onward, -as Milton says,” to'a poll.
The voyage will ‘probably last a twelvemonth at least; and though
I began to'said-aftet thet Monsoon, yet I'agm by no means ift’despair
of reaching the port with flying pénnons, how unfavourably soever
some few breezes may blow. Without an allegory, it will necessarily
take up much time for'my friends to ranvass nine hundred voters,
a great majority: of whom is dispersed in various parts of the king-
dom. :As 1o my .competitors, I know them both, and ‘respect the
benevolence of - Sit W. Dolben. as much as' I admire the extensive
erudition.and fine taste of Dr. Scott: but their pohtxcal principles

are the reverse of mine, - :
NP PO S

. H. A. SCHULTENS 1o Mr. JONES

Leyden, June 2,1780,

Although: increasing; and, at this particular time,

incessant occupation reluctantly compels me, in some measure, to

forego the pleasure of corresponding' with my friends, . yet. the

subject: of your last'letter appears to me so important, that J am

determined to hazard .an immediate answer to it in.three wérds;

rather than, by waiting for a more favourable opportunity, run the

fisk of exciting a suspicion of any want of regard and affection for

you; by an apparent’ inattention to your interest. I should. be as

happy to promote it as my own, althoucrh I am unfortunately
deficient in the means of doing it.

* Appendix, No. s6.
AA The
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The situation for which you are canvassing, my friend, is most
honourable and important; and if it be attainable by ment, not
favour, I know no person more worthy of it than yourself, none who
has higher pretensions to genius, none who possesses a greater
extent of useful knowledge, nor a more powerful and commanding
eloquence, none whaq exceeds you in love for hberty and your
country, nene mote capable of applying a remedy to the disastrous
situatron of affars by wise counsels, prudence, fortitiide, and
integrity ; none therefore to whose care our alma mater (allow me
to evince my affection to the University by this expression) cam
more safely trust her aterests and. prosperity.

Have you however no apprehension that your enthusiasnr for
hberty, which is so generally known, may, in these unpropitious
times, mjuré the sucecess of your cagse 7 Will those upon whose
votes your election depends, allow the University to be represented
in parliament, by Julius Melesigopus 2 My countrymen have
adopted an opinion, that, in the present situation of affairs, no man
who publicly avows his attachment to liberty, can be employed in
the administration, ' ‘

This you will say is no concetn of mine; be that as it may, no
exertions onmy part shalk be waoting to promote your success, and
I wish you would mwform me how they can be directed to your
advantage. Have I the power of sending a vote in your favour 2
tauch doubt it. Shall k apply ta any of my friends at Oxford wha
are well disposed towardsme; for instanee, Messrs. Kennicot, White,
and Winstanley 2 ' Write to me without delay, and inform me what k-
shall do, that I may convince you of my zeal and sincerity toserve you.

o

I am at present at Leyden, having succeeded my father, who.

died about six months ago, in the professorship of Oriental literature..
1 have



W OSIRIWILLIAM JONES.! * 170

1.have much, tosay upon: this rsubjéct, iand hopé .shortly .ta: write
fully ta you about it...{I long t0 Know hbw# you are,).as well as that
best. 0f women your-thothery;and your:sister,: (to whose. friendship I
am so much obliged).s Present .my affectionate regards to them.
Fal:ewell,xandxdmember. met 0 1w iy
ERY kTR BE ;o

Some catalogues of my father’s library, which is to be sold in
September, have beqp forwa‘;rd)ed I think, to Elmsley, and I have
ordered one to be sent to you.

Mr. JONES to Dr, WHEELER,
MY DEAR SER} . o o v "oy, ] Seprember 2, 1780
¢ . Tha patliament bemg\ sudden}y thssolved, ‘T st beg
you, 4s one of tay best and truest fiiends, to thake 'it known in' thé
University, that-l dechine 'giving the learned body-any further
trouble, and am leartily sorry for that which has already beea
given them. * It is needless to' add, what you well know, that I
should never have bech the' first to have -tioubled them at oll. I
always' thought & delegation to parliatent from so tespectable 4
society, % laudable object of true ambltion; but I considered it ak
& distaht 6bject,'as the reward of long labour and tuentorious service
in our country 4 and I conéerved, that; had I filled o judge’s: seat
in India, with the apprébatién of my countiyinens I might on thy
return be fixed oft as a proper representative of the University.
Had not thet happéned whick you know, I should no more have
thought of standing now, than of hskmo for a- peerage. As.to
principles in pohtnes, if my success at Oxfotd at any fature thme,
depetd dponp chiange of themy, miy cawse is hopeless 11 ¢annot
altor of conceal ’them without abandoning eithér my tedsor o my
integrity » the first of which is my only gmde and the second my
chief comfort in this passage thiough life. Were I inclined to boast
<8 of
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of any thing, Ishould certainly boast of making those principles my
rule of conduct, which I learned: from the best of men in ancient
and modern times ; and which, . my reason' tells ‘me, ‘are conducive
to the happiness of mankind. As to men, I am certainly not hostile
to the ministers, from whom I have received oblgations; but I
cannot in conscience approve their measures.

1

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT.
DEAR SIR, September 4, 1780,

Permit me again to express (what I can never express
too often, or too warmly) my vety sincere thanks for your kind
letter, dated May 8, and to assure you, as I may with the gieatest
trath, that I am just as much obliged 'to you as if your kindness had
been attended with the most brilliant success; but as my strength
in the great elective body of our University, (which strength, all
circumstances considered, was very respectable,)’ lay chiefly among
the non-resident voters, it would be unpardonably ungrateful in
me were I to give my friends the trquble of taking long journeys,
without a higher probability of success than my late, enquiries have
left. me room ta expect. , I therefore decline giving any farthep
trouble to the learned body, and am beartily sorry for that which
has already been given them, though not originally by me or my
friends. T am perfectly conscious that had I been so fortunate as
to succeed at Oxford, I should not have advanced, nor wished to.
advance, a single step 1n the career of ambition, but should cheerfully
have sacrificed my repose and peace of mind to such a course as I
conceived likely to promote the public good; and this consciousness
cannot but prevent me from being in the Jeast depressed by my
failure of success. I should never repent of this little struggle, if it
bad produced no other fruit than the tesumony of your approbation.
The hurry of the general election to a professional man, has obliged

me
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me to suspend till another long vacatian, two little works, .which I
hoped to finish inthe remainder of this,- The first is a, treatise
On .the Maritime Jurisprudence: of .the Athenigns, illustrated by five
speethes of Demdsthenes in. commercial causes; and the second, a
dissertation On. the Manners of the Arabjans before the Time of
Mahomet, illustrated by the sevenm. poems, which were written, in
letters of gold, and 'suspended in the temple at Mecca, , about the
beginning of! the sixth century. * When. they are printed, I shall be
proud in submxttmg them to your Judcrment as their excellence is
well known. .

Ml. JONES to Lord ALTHORPE.
, ' Sept.d, 1780
> The mtelhgence whlch you so kindly sent me, my
-dear Lord, and which was perfectly unexpected, has suspended for
a short time my excursion to Passy ;. for though I have not received
any positive retainers for election business, yet 'there will be some
contests in Wales, where I may possibly be ‘employed ; and, though
the whole system of election-laws, and of elections themselves, (I
always except the Grenville judicature) is quite rebug‘nant to my
ideas of the constitition, yet it would be thought unprofessional
to be absent from England at such.a time; nor ought mdeed any
Englshman to be absent when the question to be decided is,
“ Whether his country shall be free in form only, or in substance.”
I have therefore postponed my expedition for a fortnight at least,
in which time all the borough elections will, I suppose, .be over;
and by that time, I shall be able to form a tolerable judgment of
the counties. . I the several counties through which I lately passed,
I received (what I did not ask or desire) much praise from many
worthy men for my plan to prevent the necessity of making a
standing army perpetual; but the uniform objection which I heard
was, * the plan is legal and constitutional, but this is not the time

« for
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“ for it.” Lord Mansfield himself thought otherwise, when he said
in the House' of Lords, that no time was to be lost in giving
strength to the civil power; but let the objectors beware, lest by
refusing to adopt such a plan while they are able, because they
think the time improper, they should not, when the proper time
shall come, be allowed to adopt it. We had some entertaimng
causes on the circuit, particularly a singular indictment for alarming
a village on the coast of Pembrokeshire, with a report that a hostile
ship of war was approaching. The piosecutors were two magis-
trates (one of whom was an Indian —) who were angry at
having been made fools of, a point however which they could not
easily have proved, inasmuch as they were fools already made. I
defended the prosecuted man with success, and mingled in my
speech many bitter reflections on the state of this country at the
time of the alarm, and on the attempt, because the Fnghsh laws
were not relished in India, to import the Indian Jaws into England,
by impusoning and indicting an honest man, who had done no
more than ns duty, and whose only fault was fear, of which both
his prosecutors were equally guilty. ,On my return through Oxford,
I was convipced by undoubted authority, that although I had been
contmually gaining ground, and had collected no fewer than ten
or twelve voles on the ciicuit, yet I had no chance of success
agamst Sir W. D., and any attempt to shake Mr. Page would bave

been not only consummate rashness, but even inconsistent with my
1epeated declarations.

Let me request you to give my very sincere thanks to Dr.
Pieedy for his hind promise and assistance, assuring lum (which is
very true) that I am just as much obliged to him, as 1f his kind-
ness had been attended with success, and desiring him to thank
s friend Dr. Ruding in the save terms, and with the same sin-
eenty. Must T add this trouble to that which you have already

taken?
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taken? I will maké no apelogies after a friendship. of fifteen lyears,
uninterrupted even for a single moment. How shall I conchide ?
by wishing you' prespesity in the Greek, or kealth in the’ Roman form?
No man, my dear Lord," wishes you both meore ardently than I do.
Farewell.

i

- Mr. JONES. to Dr. WETHEREL. :

‘SIR; . v NS t ~ ’§!}lt-"§,‘171_801

It having been suggested to'me by @ mdst refpectabld

friend, that it would be !proper, and 'was in,fact the. dueform, to
apprise (you -and. the Vice-Chancellor ds soon! a&, possible, of my
being 'no longer & tcandidate for- thet University;: I"»seﬁt to the
houses of those gentlemen who honoured ' mé withy formmg my com-
mittee, thinking it more regular, that they should make theideclas
ration of my having declined a poll; but as they are out of town,
1 am necessitated t6' trouble’ ybu 'with this Wster/ If Dr. Scott
shon}d stand the poll, I am ready to perform my promise of .giving
him my- vote, as' I am no mové hit colupetitor, Simce/I have taken
up my pen {which it was by o means my intention™to -do) ' X tanriot
help saymg'that the conduct of some of my fitends in respeet of me!
glves me surpri ise, and (for their sakes rathér than my own) unedsi
ness:' If ¥ have not been able to prove my atiachment to my fellow-
collegintes; it is because they never called for my service ; if they
had, they should have found that no man would: have exeited’
himself with more acthty to serve them; nor was I deficient in
zeal, T well remember, when you in particalar required my exertions.
R am conscious of? huvmo deserved very well of the college; and if
any of 1ts members are so unkind as to think otherwise, F Will shew -
my' sensé of their unkindness by persisting till my last hour in
deserving well of them. -After this, I should little have expected,
that my letters, eouched in‘the most sincere and affectionate terms,
and absolutely uneseeptionable, if they had been fairly represented,
would
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avould have been repeated by detached sentences {which might have
made no small alteration in the sense) in several companies in the
University.  Still less should I have expected to find myself charged
with musrepresenting (a serious word}) facts, of which I would, if
necessary, make a deposition, and with writing what it must have
appeared from strong-internal evidence, that I could not have
written ; because 1t contained a mistake as to the number of our
lay-fellows, which I (who know and esteem Mr. Ray) could never
have made. Least of all could I have expected to be accused of
wishing to overturn a coustitution, which I prize, because I under-
stand it, and which I would sacnfice my life to preserve. Al these
charges, God and my conscience enable me to bear with the coolest
indifference, and with Lttle abatement of that respect with which
I ever have been, &c.

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

DEAR SIR, Sept. 8,1780.
Your last favour I have this instant received, and am
obliged to answer it in the greatest haste. I hope you have by this
time received my letter, in which I informed you that I had de-
clined a poll at Oxford, but was as much obhged to you and my
other friends as if your kindness had been attended with the most
brilliant success. I saw an advertisement also in the paper, that Dr.

Scott had declined. .

* %* * * * -

I have been told, that the very ode to which you are so indul-
gent, lost me near twenty votes ; this; however, I am unwilling to

beleve.” I am, &c.
WiLLiam JoNEs.

The conduct of Mr. Jones, throughout the business of the election,

displays his characteristical integrity and manly principles. To
have



sTR WikirAM JONES, ! 185

have succeeded, would hiive ‘been most hohourable to him; his
failure was attended with no disgrace. From' thé letters written or
received by him on this occasion, a much larger selection might
have been made, arid many persons 6f the fitst fespectability named,
as the unsolicited supporters' of' Mr.'Jones. It was greatly to his
credit, that with ho other influence than that of his character and
abilities, he should have been deemed 'worthy of being nominated
a tandidate to represent the Umverslty of Oxford, one of the most’
distinguished in the'world for science and virtue.' His affectionate
attachment to this seat' of learning, and his t'espectful veneratior’
for it, were known and admitted, as well as the spirit of indepén-
dence which at all times, and under all circumstances, marked his
character. His opinion respecting the' efféct of 'his Ode to Liberty,
on the disposition of some of the voters, countenances the suspiciond
of his friend Schultens; it, is certain, however; that if he had suc-
ceeded in his election he would have employed'all the superior
talents which Schultens justly ascribes to him, with zeal and assi-
duity, in discharging the duties of a senator. To obtain it was his
bhighest ambition, and he would have cheerfully sacrificed to it (to
repeat his own words) “ not only an Indian Judgeship of six thou-

sand a year, but a Nabobship with as many millions.”
Noththstandmg the various occupations attending' the Oxford
clection, Mr. Joues found time to publish a small pamphlet, in-
titled, An Enquiry into the legal Mode of suppressing: Riots,  with a
constitutional Plan of future Defence. ''This publication was sug-
gested by the unfortinate necéssity of calling 'in mijlitary assistatice
tosuppress the riots, which, from the second to the eighth of June
of that year, had desolated the capital. e had unhappily 'been,
as he observes, a vigilant and indignant spectator of those abomit
nable erormities: he had -also seen, .with &. mized iensation “of
anguish and joy, the vigorous abd triumphant exertions -of-thé
BB executive

H
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executive power; and though he admitted the necessity of those
exeltions, he deplored it. .

Impressed with the fullest * conviction, that the common and
¢ statute laws of the realm'then in force, give the civil state in
¢ every county a power, which, if it were perfectly understood and
« continually prepared, would effectually quell any riot or insurrec-
* tion, without assistance from the military, and even without the
“modern Riot-Act,” he undertook to demonstrate it; and the la~

bour of less than a month, produced the occasional tract which he
published in July.

Of the plan which he then proposed, it is sufficient to say,
that during late years the principle of it has been advantageously
adopted; and that, while the internal peace of the country has
been preserved, its defence against external aggression has been no
less consulted by the armed associations which, under different
names, have been legally established in every county of Great
Britain. N

On the ninth of September of this year, Mr. Jones met the free-
bolders of Middlesex assembled for the purpose of nominating two
yepresentatives in the new patliament.. The circumstances of the
meeting afforded him no opportunity of addressing them on the
general state of the nation ; but be amused himself with drawing up
a discourse, containing the purport of what he would have spoken,
if an opportunity for this purpose had occurred.

This speech is strikingly characteristic of his principles and
feelings ; he condemns in unqualified terms the American war, and
the conduct of the late parliament, in supporting it. He takes a
Aummary review of the state of the nation, and delivers his opinion

upon
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upon it without reserve, in: that strong language which was so ofterf
beard in the parliamentary debates of 1780,.and read in the peti-
tions from the associated counties. I shall select from it two
passages only, which have.no reference to the political discussions
of that period ; che, iin which Mr. Jones expresses: his sentiments
on the African slave trade, and the second containing an honour-
able declaration of that..conduct which he would bave pursued, if
good fortune had placed him in the House of Commons.

T pass with, haste by the coast of Africa, whence my mind
“ turns with indignation at the abominable traffic in the human
i gpecies, from which a part of our countrymen dare to derive
¢ their most .inauspicious wealth. Sugar, it. has been said} would
stbe dear if it were not worked by Blacks in :the ‘Western
* jslands ; as .if the .most laborious, the most dangerous® works,
s were ‘not carried: on- in’ every "country, but chiefly in England,
« by free nien; in.fact they are. so carried on with ‘infinitely
« more advantage, for there is an alacrity in a' consciousness of
“ freedom, and a gloomy sullen indolence in a consciousness of
« glavery ; but let sugar be as dear as it may, it is better to
“ gat none, to, eat honeyy if swectness only" be paIatable~ better
% to eat aloes or coloquintida than violate a primary law of nature,
“ jmpressed on every heart not imbruted by avarice, thaa rob one
* human creature of those eternal rights, of whlch no law upon
s earth can justly.deprive him.

¢ Had it been my good or bad fortune, to have delivered in the

“¢ great assembly of representatives the sentiments which this
“ bosom contains, I am sensible that my public course of speaking
“and voting must have clashed in a variety of instances| with my
« private obligations; and the conflict of, interfering duties consti-
“ tutes, in my opinion, the nicest part of morality, ,on which
“ however
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“ however I have completely formed my system, and trust that no
“ views of interest will ever prevent my practice from coinciding
* with my theory.”

Professions of this nature are sometimes made and forgotten,
when the end, which they were meant to serve, has been attained;
but sincerity was ever a prominent feature 1n the character of Mr,
Jones, and he was more disposed to overstep the bounds of prudence
by adhering to it, than to violate what he always deemed a primary
law of morality.

In the autumn of this year, I find Mr. Jones at Paris. He had
in the preceding summer made a short excursion to that capital ;
but the occurrences of these journeys are not of sufficient import-
ance to engage the reader’s attention. I recollect to have heard
him mention, in answer to a question which I once put to him,
whether he had seen Monsieur du Perron at Paris, that this gentle-
man studiously avoided meeting him during his residence there.

The following letters written by Mr. Jones after his return to
England are interesting, as descriptive of his occupations and sen-
timents, and as announcing his intention of writing an important
historical work, which he never found time to execute.

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORPE.

I thought myself peculiarly unfortunate last Friday in
my way to London; at Chatham, where I had the pleasure indeed
of seeng Lady Rothes restored to perfect health, I sought in vain
for Mr. Langton among the new ravelines and counterscarps ; and
_at Dartford I had the mortification to find, that you, my dear Lord,
were not in camp, where I was fiot without hope of passing an

evening,
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evening, whichT am persuaded would have been equally agreeable to
us both. After a very fedious.and uncomfortable passage, I arrived
at Margate on Wednesday night, having been out of England a
month exactly, half of which time I spent at Paris. In this interval
I have seen, not indeed so many men or so many cities as the hero of
the Odyssey, but a sufficient number of both to have enlarged very
considerably the sphere of my knowledge. I have heard much and
thought more; but the result of aJl I have heard and thought is,
that the war, which I haveinvariably and deliberately condemned as
no less unjust than impolitic, will continue very long to desolate
the country of our brethren, and exbaust our own. The principal
object of my late excursion has been completely answered ; and I
had more success than I at first expected in one or two subordinate
pursuits, professional and literary. I attended some causes at the
palais, and have brought with me the works of a most learned *
lawyer, whos¢ name and merit I shall have the honour of making
koown to,our countrymen. I obtained access also to a fine manu-
script in the royal libiary, which has given me a more perfect
acquaintance with the manners of the ancient Arabians; and how
little soever I may value mere philology, considered apart from the
knowledge to whlch it leads, yet I shall ever, sct a bigh price on
those branches of learning, which make us acquamted with the
. human species in all its varieties. Paris itself, and all the roads to
it are so perfectly known to you, that an account of my journey
would be superﬂuous ; and as to politics, I would rather conveise
than write on a subject so very serious ; not that I have any appre-
hensions, as_you well know, of the least danger, or even incon-
venience, to myself; but many accidents bappen to letters, and in
times hike these, the post is hardly to be trusted. This however I
will say, that as it is my fixed design, if I_‘hve to see a peace, to
write an impartial lustory of the war, I was desirous in Fraace to
be acquainted with as many of the Amerncan leaders as ¥ could

meet
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meet with; and the same desire would have carried me to Amster-
dam, if the season had not been so far advanced. All the intelli-
gence that I collected, and all the observations that 1 made, you
should have heard on Friday evening had you been in camp, and
shall hear in the course of conversation when we meet. I rejoice to
hear since my return, that Lord Spencer is much better. Farewell,
iy dear Lord, you are more fully assured than formal words can
express, how sincerely I am, &c. -

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

DELAR SIR, ~ Nov. 12, 1750,

You have so fully proved the favourable opinion, which
you do me the honour to entertain of me, that I am persuaded you
acquit me of any culpable neglect in delaying for more than two
months to answer your very obliging letter. The truth is, that I had
but just received it when I found myself obhiged to leave England
on very pressing business; and I have not long been returned from
Paris. The hurry of preparing myself for so long a journey at such
a season, left me no time for giving you my hearty thanks, which
1 now most sincerely request you to accept, both for your kind
letter, and for the very elegant sonnet, with which you have re-
warded me abundantly for my humble labours in the field of litera-
ture. I give you my word that your letters and verses have greatly
encouraged me in proceeding as expeditiously as I am able, to send
abroad my seven Arabian poets; and I propose to spend next month
at Cambridge, in order to finish my little work, and to make use
of a rare manuscript in the library of Trinity College; my own
manuscript, which was gopied for me at Aleppo, is very beautiful,
but unfortunately not very correct. You may depend on receiving
a copy as soon as it can be printed.

How
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How happy I shall be if I should be able to wait upon you in
Leicestershire, or to see you in London, and assure you ,in person
that I am,

With the greatest sincerity, &c.
W. JoNEs.

» * » L] ™ *

From the public occurrences in which Mr. Jones was engaged, I
now turn to a domestic calamity, the death of his mother, which
involved him in the deepest affliction. | If, as a parent, she had the
strongest claims upon the gratitude and affection of her son, the
obligations of filial duty were never more cheerfully and zealously
discharged than by’ Mr. Jones. To her able instruction he was
indebted for the first rudiments of litetature ; she directed his early
studies, formed his habits and his taste; ‘and, by the cIosest attention
to economy, was enabled to promote his progress in leammg by
‘supplying the funds for this purpose. From the period of his
obtaining a fellowship, he- had declined receiving any assistance
from her purse; and as his professional profits increased, his own
was ever at her disposal. Duung lns resxdence at Oxford, the time
which he did not employ in study or co]lege duties, was devoted to
-her: his'attention was equally the result of principle and affection.
She was the confidant of his plans, hopes, and occupations, and he
invariably consulted her on all occasions, where his more important
interests were concerned. The kindness, as well as the sincerity of
his affection, was shewn in numberless instances, which never failed
to altract the observation of his friends and associates, although they
are too minute to be particularized, and the satisfaction which he
derived from the distinction to which his abilities had raised him,
was redoubled from the consideration that his mother participated
in it. I regret that none of his letters to his mother have been
3 preserved,
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preserved, as they would bave exhibited an amiable and striking part
of his character*,

The remaining correspondence of this year between Mr. Jones
and his friends, 15 not important: I select from it only two letters,
which cannot fail to please, although they may not be particularly
interesting.

Mr. JONES to the Bishop of St. ASAPH.
MY LORD, - November 23, 1780.
Had I not been prevented by particular business from
writing to your lordship on Tuesday evening and yesterday, I would

* I tianscribe the following memorandum from the hand-writing of Mr. Jones :
Anno Etat: 33.

Resolved to learn no more sudiments of any kind, but to perfect myself in,

Furst, 12 languages, as the means of acquiring accurate knowledge of the

1. HISTORY
of
1. Man. + ' q. Nature,
II. ARTS,
1, Rhetorick, 2. Poetry. 3. Painting. 4. Musie,
II1. SCIENCES.
1. Law. 2, Mathematics, 8. Dialectic.

N. B. Every species of kuman knowledge may be reduced to one or other of these divi-
mons. Even law belongs partly 1o the History of Man, partly as a science, to dialectic.
The 12 languages are,
Greek,
Latin,
Ttalian, French, Spanish, Portuguese,
Hebrew, Arabic,
Persian,
Turkish,
German, English,
—
1780.
have
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have informed you before, ~that we had done ourselves the honour
fand a very great one we shall ever esteem it) of electing yoyr
lordship a member of our ‘elub®, The election was of course
unanimous, and it was carried with the sincere approbation, and
cagerness of all E}‘escnt ¥ am sorry to add, that Lord Camden
and' the Bishop ‘of Chester were rejected, When- Bishops and
Chancellors honour us with offering to dine with us at a tavern, it
seems very extraordinary that we should ever reject such an offer;
but there is no reasoning on the caprice of men. Of our-club I
will only say, that there is no'branch of human knowledge, on which
some of our members are not capable of giving information; and F
trust that as the honour will be ours, so your lordship, will receive
some i)leasure from the company once a fortnight, of some of our
first writers and crnitics, as well'ag ours most virtuous senators and
accomphlished men. I think myself highly honoured in having been
a member of this society near ten years, and chiefly in having
contributed to add such names to the number of our friends as those
“of your lordship and lord Althorpe. I spoke yesterday in West-
minster-Hall for two hours and a half, on a knotty point of law, and
this morning for above an hour,:on a very interesting public
question ; td-morrow I must argue a great cause, and am thereford
ebliged to conclude with assuring "
Your IOldbhlp, that I am,
With the highest, &e.
W. Jones.

* Geuerally known b] the name of the Turk’s-Head Club, held 1w Gerrard Su'eet,
Soho, The establishment of this club was first proposed by Sir Joshua Reynolds to Burke
sad Johnson, and the origimal members of it were the friends of these three. The number
of members was gradually increased to forty, comprehending men of the most distine-
guished charncters, and emment for their learning, talents, and abiliues.. »

g c The:
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The Bishop of 8t. ASAPH te Mr. JONES.
DEAR SIR, November 27.

You was preyented by Sir Joshua, Reynolds in your
kind intentions of giving me the earliest notice of the honour yoy
bave done me, I believe Mr. Fox will allow me to say, that the
honaur of being ¢lected into the Turk’s-Head Club is not inferior tq
that of bemng the representative of Westminster or Surry, The
electors are certainly more disinterested, and ] should say they were
much better judges of merit, if they had not rejected Lord Camden
and chosen me. I flatter myself with the hopes of great pleasurg
and improvement in such a society as you describe, which indeed is
the only club of which I ever wished myself a member.

Though I am much flattered with hearing from you, I was delighted
with the cause of your delaying to write. Your talents have found
means, by their ewn weight, to open the way to public notice and
employment, which could not long be shut against them. Your
pleadings for the wephew against the' daughter promise something
very curious in the particulars of the case, which seems to call fog
great abilities to defend it.

I would net neglect the first opportunity of answering your very
obliging letter, though it being early post day, I am forced to wiite
in a greater humry than I could wish,

. Iam, &c.
J. S1. A

_ After an interval of six years, we find Mr. Jones retracing bis,
favourite haunts with the Arabian muses. He devoted the leisure
hours
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hours of thé winter of 1780-1 to compléte hiy trahslation "of
seven aficient poems of the highest repute in Afabia®. Literature,
politics, professiondl studies and practice, all had a shaf® of his
attention ; but the principial objec¢t of ks hopes and ambition wad
the vacant seat on the bench in India, to which he looked forward
with incteasing angiety. ' The marriage of Lord Althorpe with Misk
Bingham, daughter of Lord Lucan, ws too interésting ah event to
pass unmoticed by M. Joness and he celebrated the nuptials of hi¢
friend in a very poetical ode, under the title of the, Mise recalled+-.

This composition, the dictate of friendship, and offspring of genius,
whas wittten in the eourse of & few hours. His poetié talents were
also exetted it & cduse ével nédrest Lo his heart, that of liberty: he
re-striing the lyre of Aleatns; and produced a shott ode} in the

* At the beginning of the seventh century, the Arabic language was brought to a high
degree of perfection, by asort of poetical academy, that used to assemble at stated times '
in & place ¢nfled Otadli, where eveey poet produced tus best compbuitiott, and was dtré to
méet with the applakse thatit desetved ; the tnost exceéllent of thése psemd wére tidnseribed |
jncharacter® of gold upon Egyptian paper, and hung up nx the Temple of Mkeea, whebes
they were named Mozahebat, or golden, and Moellakat, or suspended : the poems of this
soit were called Casseidas or Eclogues, seven of which are preserved 1n our hbranés, and
uré ebnsideréd as the finest that wefe writfen before the fime 6f Mohamdied,

* Essay on thé Poeiry of the Eastetn nations, Woilia; vol. £1¥. p. 535,

- Kt may be sutisfattory to the reader who doed not possess the works of Sit Wi, Joned;
to sead his metiioal unitation of a passage i the 4tk Eclogue. .,

But ah ! thou know’st not in what youthful play,
Our nights, begui'd with pleasure, swam away ;
Gay danigs, and cheerful teles, dectav'd the time,
And circling goblets made o tifieful chite § .
Sweet was the drasght, ahd sveet the bloomig maid,
Who touch’d her Iyre beneath the fragrant shade;
' We sipp'd till morning purpled every plan ;
The damsels slumber’d; but we sipp’d agamn ;
" 'The wakidg birds; that Subg b evéry trée
. The early ndtes; were not 4o blythe ae we, . .

thxks, voh iy p. 663, L. ! 3. Works, yoh it. p. 57}.
genuine

'
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genuine spirit of the patriot and poet, whom he imitated. These
were lhis amusements. The result of his professional studies was an
Essay oa the Law of Bailments. He divided and treated the subject
under the distinct heads of analysis, history, and synthesis; and
intimates an 1niention, 1f the method used in this tract should be
approved, and on the supposition of future leisure, to discuss in the
same form every branch of English law, cwvil and criminal, private
and public ; and he concludes the Essay with the following just and
elegant reflections. -

% The great system of jurisprudence, like that of the Universe, con-
< sists of many subordinate systems, all of which are connected by mice
¢ links and beautiful dependencies ; and each of them, as I bave fully
« persuaded myself, is reducible to a few plain elements, either the wise
* mazims of national policy and general convenience, or the positive
¢« rnles of our forefathers, which are seldom deficient in wisdom or
< ntility ; if Law be a science, and really deserve so sublime a name,
¢ it must be founded -on principle, and claim an exalted rank in the
“ empire of reason » but if 1t be merely an unconnected series of
« decrees and ordinances, its use may remain, though its dignity be
# Jessened ; and he will become the greatest lawyer who has the
& strongest habatual, or artificial memory. In practice, law certainly
¢ employs fwo of the mental faculties; reason in the primary inves-
“ tigation of points entirely new, and memory, in transmitting the
¢ reason of sage and learned men, to which our own ought invara-
“ bly to yield, if not fiom a becoming modesty, at least from a just
“ attention to that object, for which all laws are framed, and all so-+
“¢ cieties instituted, THE GOOD OF MANKIND.”

Nothing can more strongly evince the predilection of Mr. Jones
for his professional studies, and his anxiety to acquire a knowledge

of the general principles and practice of law, than a work which be
undertook
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undertook about this period, ‘the translation of an Arabian poem o’
the Mohammedan law of succession to.the property of intestates®,
The subject of the original is dry, the diction obscure; it eshibits
no thetorical flowers, no poetical ornament ; and even the partiality
of Mr. Jones for Eastern literature could never have induced him to
engage in a‘work of this nature, if he had net thought 1t copnected
with objects of information and wutdity. In the expectation of
obtaining the situation of an Indian judge, this law tract probably

» recommended itself to his notice, as he could not but foresee that a
knowledge ' of Mohammedan law would be esscntial to the per-
formance of the ditties of that station. e

The reader will recollect how much the public attention was
occupied in the year 1782, with the attempts to procure, by consti~
tational means, a reformation of parliament. It would bave been
surprising if Mr. Jones had remained .an idle spectator on an occa-
sion, which of all others wads most interesting to his feelings. Led
by his professional studies to an enthusiastic veneration for the
principles of the constitution of his country, he was anxious that the
form of it should in all respects correspond with them; ¢ but; as the
* form in a course of years is' apt to deviate widely from the spirit;
“ it became (in his opinion) expedient almost every century to
“ restore its genuine purity and loveliness.” These sentiments’ he
expressed in a speech to the inhabitants of the counties of Middlesex
and Surry, the cities of London and Westminster, and the borough-
of Southwaik, assembled at the London Tavern on the 28th of Ma_y,
1782, to consider on the means of procuring a reformation of parlia-
ment.. The first resolution adopted by the meeting, and in which
he expressed his most sincere concurrence, was, that petitions
ought td be prepared for a more complete’ represehtauon of ' the
people; and the position which he endeavoured to impress upon the

* Works, vol, iii. p. 489.
minds
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minds of his audience was this, that the spirit of our constitution
requires @ representation of the people, nearly ‘equal, and nearly
amwversal, This speech has long been before the public, and I shalt
therefore only notice his declaration 1n the advertisement prefixed
to it, that, ¢ what offence the publication might give, either in part,
“ or in the whole, was the last and least of his cares: his first and
* greatest was to speak on all occasions what he concerved to be
* just and true;” and the conclusion, in which he tells his audience
that “ the people of England can only cxpect to be happy, and*
“ most glorious, while they are the freest, and can only become the
¢ freest, when they shall be the most virtuous and most enhightened
¢ of nations.” It was about the same period that he composed a
very spirited ode, in imitation of Callistratus, which has appeared
in a variety of periodical publications, and is published in his works*.

In thé snmmer of this year, Mr. Jones again visited France, in the
intention of proceeding thence to America. The object of this
journéy was’professional, to procure the restitution of a very large
estate of a client and friend, which had been attached by an order
of the States, who had threatened the confiscation of the property,
unless the owner appeared in person to claim it. This object 1s
mentioned by Mr. Jones in his correspondence, and bis own
evidence will be conclusive against some surmises and insiouations,
which weie propagated respecting the motives of his intended
journey. The irresolution of his friend, increased by indispesitio,
prevented the execution of the plan; and Mr. Jones, after having
procured a passport from Franklin, the American minister at the court
of Prance, returned to England through Normandy and Holland.

* For other details relating to his life, during the years 1781 and:
1782, 1 refer to his correspondence.
* Vol.iv. p 573,
1 Mr.
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- P
Mr. JONES to My, CABTWRIGHT, ,
PEAR SIR, ; May 1, 1781
I take the liherty to send you {as my Arabian poets are
tiot yet ready to waif wpon you) a paraphrase of a Greek frag-
ment, which came into my head this spring in my way to Wales*.
I make no doubt of jyour continuing to cultivate the Muses, by
v whom

* In his journey through Life, My. Jones seldom oveilooked the opportunities of ga~
thering the flowers which chance piesented, or of displaying, for the entertainment of his
fiiends, the stores which he had collscted, A variety of poelical eompositions was
produced by bim during his eircyits, ta enhyen the inlervals of legal labour. Of thess a
few have been preserved, and amongst them the following elegant song, the offspring of
genius and innocent gaity, It was watten by M. Jones, some years hefore the period of
his Lfe at which I am now arrived, when ho was a very young man, daring one of bis
first circuits, for the express purpose of baing sung at a kind of f8tg ¢hampétre, which the
barnsterd held on the banks of the Wye.

Farr Tivy; how sweet are th{ waves gently flowing,

\Thy wild oaken woods, and green eglantine bow'rs,
Thy banks with the blush-rose and amaranth glowing,

While fitendship and mirth claum thess laboutless hourk
Yet weak 13 our vaunt, while something we want,
More sweet than the pleasure which prospects can give;

- Come, smule, damsels of Cardigan,
Love can alone make it bhissful to live.

ty ! ot

How sweet is the odour of jasmine and roses,

That Zephyr around us #o lavishly flings!
Perhaps for Bleanpant * fiesh perfame he composes,-
Or udings from Bronwith$ auspiciously brings

Yet weak is our vaunt,” while something we want,
More sweet than the pleasure which odburs can give :
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, '
" Love can alone make it blissful to hive.

How sweet. was the strein that enliven'd the spint,
And cheer'd us with aumbers so frolic and free §

® The seat of . Brigstocke, Esq. + The seat of Thos, Lloyd, Esqn
~The
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whom you are so bighly favoured, and hope you will from time to
time transmit the fruit of thei¥ favours to, &c.
Wirziax Jonrs.

"The poet is absent ; be just to hus merit ;
Ah' may he in Jove be more bappy than we ;
For weak 1s our vaunt, while something we want,
More sweet than the pleasare the muses can give:
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan,
Love can alone make 1t blissful to hive.

How gay 1s the circle of friends round a table,
‘Where stately Kilgarran® o’erhangs the brown dale ;
‘Where none are unwilling, and few are unable,
. Tosing a wild song, or repeat a wild tale!
Yet weak 1s our vaunt, while something we want,
More sweet than the pleasure that friendship can give:
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan,
Love can alone make 1t blissful to hive,

No longer then pore over dark gothic pages,
To cull a rude gibbensh from Neatham or Broohe;
Leave year-books and parchments to grey-bearded sages;
Be nature and love, and fair woman, our book,
For weak 1s our vaunt, while something we want,
Moe sweet than the pleasure that learmng can’ give =
. Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan,
Love can alone make 1t bhissful to hive.

Adnut that our labours were crown’d with full measure,

And gold were the fruit of rhetorical flow’rs,
That India supphed us with long-hoarded treasure,

That Divevort, Slebeck}, and Coidsmore || were ours ;
Yet weak 1s our vaunt, while something we want,
More sweet than the pleasure that riches can give .

Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan,
Love can alone make 1t blissful to live.

* A ruin of a castle an the banks of the Tivey.

4 Seat of Lord Dinevor’s, near Landelo, 1p Carmacthen,.
3 Seat of —— Philips, Esq. near Haverford West. .

Ul Seat of Thomas Lloyd, Esq, near Cardigan.
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From the Bishop of St. ASAPH to Mr. JONES.

DEAR SIR, May 28, 1781,
You have my best and earliest thanks for your ode in
the true Grecian taste and spirit. I remember to have seen a frag-
ment of Alczus, but I cannot find it in Aristides, of whom I have
only Cantern’s small edition. The seed you found there you have
quickened by the warmth of ‘true genius into a noble production.
I cannot help observing that Alcus, like other good poets and

patriots, was condemned for life to be in the minority.

Iam, &c.

J. St. Asarn.

T hope you will not forget, that when you have leisure, your
friends at Twyford will be -very happy to see you.

Mr. BURKE to Mr. JONES.

I do not know how I can justify myselfin the liberty
I take with you, but confiding in your humanity and condescension, |
I beg, if you have leisure for it, that you would be so kind as to
breakfast with me, and assist me with your opinion and advice on
the conduct of the Bengal Bill. The natives of the East, to whose
litcrature you have done so much justice, are particularly under

+ Or say, that; prefernng faie Themes to fair Tivy,
We gam‘d the bright ermine robes, purple andred;
And peep'd thro' long perukes, like owlets thro’ vy,
Or say, that bright coronets blaz’d on oor head;
Yet week is our vauat, while something we want, _
More sweet than the pleasure that Aouours cax give :
Come, smle, damsels of Caxdlgan,
Love can alone make it bhssful to l.we.

DD your
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your protection for their rights. I have the honour to be, with the
highest esteem and regard, dear Sir,
Your most faithful and obedient humble servant, |
‘o Epmuxp Burkr.

# Mr. JONES to II. A. SCHULTENS.
. June, 118%,

You ale not ignorant of my sentiments on this most
abominable war; the enclosed imitation of'an ode of Alczus will
clearly prove my detestation of tylanny, my zeal and exertions in ’
the cause of liberty. Laterature, which is, and ought to be, ever
connected with humanity, will never, I trust, be degraded by a
fratiicidal war between the learned, particularly those who pursue
the same studies. Do you therefore, though a native of Holland,
preserve that affection for me, which I, an ‘Englishman, have, and
shall ever retain for you.

I have translated into” English, without the omission of a single
hne, the seven suspended poems of our Arabs, and mean to publish
the whole with notes, and a dissertation on the anciént monuments
of Arabia, in the next summer vacation, .

¥ possess the Coxxnmentary of Tabrizi; and I have been obli-
gingly farnished from Trmity College, Cambridge, with the Para-
phrase of Zouzini, and his short and excellent notes. At Oxford,
we have the notes and Persic version of Sadi, the Scholia of
Ansari, and the fine edition of Obeidolla; but I am anxious to
inspect all editions and commentaries. . Your iHustrious grand-
father, for whose memory, as m duty bound, I preserve the greatest
respect, pronounces these poems worthy of immortality, and says,
1f I do not mistake, that he transcribed the manuscript of Nahasi,

* Appendix, No. 37,
at
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at Leyden, for his own use.’ I .also wbserved .in the copious cata-
logue of the Schultensiat library; {ond copy of which I delivered
to my friend Hunter) theése wordd; ¢ 6990. The seven Moallakat
« Arabic, mdst beautifully written” Has this been purchased by
any one? at what price will it be disposéd of? I lament that X
did not buy it, but being tied up at that time myself, by various
important occupations,- I could not bestow a thought on the sus-
pended poems. )

Assist me, Ibeseech you, in the name of the Muses, with ma-
terials for perfectina my wox"k collect from your stores any notes,
or various readmgs which you may possess, and communicate them
tome. I have mentioned in my preliminary discourse, ‘your Phix
larabic ‘family*, and have more to say about ‘it both true and
honourablé. 'I wish particularly to know whether any of the seven
poems, excepting those of Amrolkais and' Tarafa, will be pub-
lished in Holland. You shall receive my book, which will be
elegantly bound by Baumgarten.

Al

# Albert Schultens the grandfather, and J. J. Schultens, the father of the person to
whom this letter is addressed, were both distin guished for thew knowledge of Ornental, par-
ticularly Arabic, hterature. The former was' a German divine, born at Groningen, and
taught Hebrew and the Oriental languages at. Leyden, with great reputation for many
years before bis death, which happened in1741. He composed many works which shew
profound learning and just cntlclsm Biog. Brit. e translated and explained the fifty
dissertations of Harhi, although he sent abroad but few of them, and pubhshed Aneient
Memorials of Arabia, which Sir Wilham Jones notices in an anmversary discourse de-
Itvered before the Asiatic Saciety, in Calcutts, as the most pleasing of all his works. Of
J.J. Schultens lus son, X bave httle information. In Reiske’s correspondence, publshed
by his widow, there 1s one letter from, hun dated Herborn, 1748, which manifests np
ordinary yeal in the wniter for the promotlon of Arabic literature. I have no account of
any publications by him, excepting two academical dissettations, The learning and Ia-
bours of H. A. Schultens, msuéclenﬂy apparent from' his own letters and those of
Mz, Jones,

My
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My mother, whom I most tenderly loved, was ever in my opi-
nion the best of women ; I trust she is now the happiest. But my
affiiction for ber loss is inconsolable. I shall be most happy to
hear that you and your wife are well, and the early gratification of
my wishes will be an additioal pleasure.

The Bishop of St. ASAPH to Mr. JONES.
DEAR SIR; ) Now. 8, 1781.

A letter from you is always welcome, eome sooner or
later; yet I cannot help rejoicing at that ceaseless hurry of business,
which occasioned your delay in writing, and made me lose a very
valuable visit. Riches and reputation, after shewing a httle coyness
at first, are now making their advances at a very great rate, and
will soon be as lavish of their charms as you could wish; yet I
know you think too liberally, to let either your friends or your
Iiberty suffer by their engrossing you too much.

I thank you for the nuptial ode, which, notwithstanding its in~
correctness, which you need not complain of, is the most genuine
imitation of Pindar I have ever seen. I dont know whether I can
assent to your criticism on the word replefe, that it is never used in
a good sense. Were it left to me, I ‘would use it in no sense. It
has but little meaning. It was never naturahized in eonversation,.
-or in prose, and I think makes no figure in verse.

I have another present of value to thank you for—your essay on
the Law of Bailments. To own the truth, your name to the adver-
tisement made me impatient, and I had sent for it and read it
before. It appears to me to be clear, just, and accurate, I mean
as clear as the subject will permit. My want of law language, and

- perhaps of a legal understanding, made me feel great difficulty in
following
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following you through your very ingenious distinctions and conse-
quences, of which I thought T could perceive the solidity. I fore-
tell that this will be your Iast work. For the future your business
and the public will allow you to write no more.

Though I fear it will not be consistent with your employment in,
Westminster-Hall, I cannot help telling you, that for as many days
as you can spare between this time and the meeting of parliament,
you will find 2 warm bed, and a hearty welcome at Chilbolton.
Mrs. Shipley and her ddughters desire their compliments, and join.
in the invitation. I am, &c. J. St. ‘Asaru.

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

DEAR SIR} Dec. €0, 1781,
Since I received your obliging letter an interval of

six months has elapsed, but in all that interval, I have either been.
deeply engaged in professional labours, or confined by illness: I
have enjoyed no rest. At this moment I am slowly recovering
from a severe inflammatory disorder; yet your letter and your fine
sonnets have rcmained constantly' on my mind, and I now take up
my pen to thank you most warmly for the pleasure which they have
given me. I hope my friend Watson has seen the noble wreath of
laurel which your animated muse has woven for him. I entreat
you to send me the twe others, which I long to see. The few
copies which were printed of the Latir ode are so dispersed, that I
have not one for myself, and would print a few more, if a learned
friend of mine had not engaged to publsh it with notes, historical
and critical, for want of which, it is in some parts obscure. You
may depend on receiving one of the first copies that can see the
light, and my seven drabian poets will wait upon you as soon as the
European dresses are finshed. I take the liberty to enclose an ode
composed without preparation, and almost.without any premedita-~
tion : it is the work of a few hours. In truth, when I attended the
) wedding,
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wedding, I bad no thought of writing, but the young ladies would
not hear of an excuse: you must therefore make all due allowance
for poetry by compulsion. Iam, &c.

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORPE.

January 5, 1782,
O la bella cosa il far nienfe! This was my exclamation,
my dear Lord, on the 12th of last month; when I found myself, as I
thought, at liberty to be a rambler, or an 1d]er, or any thing I
pleased but my mal d: gola took ample revenge for my abuse and
contempt of it, when I wrote to you, by confining me twelve days
with a fever and quinsey: and I am now so cramped by the ap-
proaching session at Oxford, that I cannot make any long excur-
sion. I enclose my tragical song of “ a shepherdess going,” with
Mazzanti’s music, of which my opmion at present is, that the
modulation 1s very artificial, and the harmony good, but that
Pergolesi (whom the modern Italians are such puppies as to under-
value) would have made it more pathetic and keart-rending, if I
may compose such a word. I long to hear it sung by Mis.
Poyntz. Pray present the enclosed, in my name, to Lady Althorpe.
I hope that I shall in a short time be able to think of you, when I

read these charming lines of Catullus*:

And soon to be completely blest,
Soon may a young Torquatus 115e 5
. Who, hanging on us mother’s breast,
To hus known sire shall turn his eyes,
Out-stretch his infant arms awhile,
Half ope hus hittle hps and smle.
( Printed Translation.)

-

.

* The onginal 15 quoted by Mr. Jones :—
Torquatus volo parvulus,
Matns & gremio suz
Porngens teneras manus,
Dulce rideat ad patrem,
Semi-hiante labello,

‘What
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. What a. beaatiful picturé{  can, Dominichino equal it? How
weak are all arts in companson of poetry .and rhetoricl. Thstead
however of Torquatus, I would read Spencerus. Do youinot think
that 1 have discovered the true use of the fine arts, namely, in
relaxing the mind after toil?# Man was. born- for ‘labaur; his con-
figuration, his ,passions, his restlessness, ell prove it;.but labour
would wear him out, and the purpose of it be. defeated, ifhe had
not intervals of pledsure;, and, unless that pleasure bé innocent, both
he and society must suffer. Now: what pleasares are more harmless,
if they. be nothing else, than those afforded: by polite arts and polite
literature? Love was given us by the Author of our being as the
reward of virtue, ‘and .the solace of card; but’ the 'basd dnd sordid
forms of  artificial, (which I oppose to natural,} society.in which we
live, have encircled that heavenly.rose with so many thotns, that
the wealthy alone can gather 1t with prudence. On the other hand,
mere pleasure, to which, the ‘idle. are not justly entitled, soon
satiates, and leaves a vacuity in the mind more unpleasant than
Actual pain. A Just mixture, or interchange of labour and pleasures,
appears blone conducive te.such happiness as this life affords.

-Farewell. I have no room to add my useless name, and still more
useless professions of friendship.,
, . . ’ - * » IS
The sentiments expressed in this letter do credit to the heart and
understanding of Mr. Jones; they exhubit the pure feelings of an
uncorrupted mind ; but in giving them to the pubhc, I deem it a
* duty to observe, that though a just mixture of labours and pleasures,
(such innocent pleasures as Mr. Jones describes, and such enly as
he ever enjoyed,) is greatly conducive to the happiness of this life,
the true foundation. of real happiness must be sought in a higher
source. In the unpremeditated effusions of friendly correspondence,
expressions are not to be 'sctupulously weighed, nor rigorously
criticised ; But I feela confidence, which the reader, if he peruses
5 the



208 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

the whole of these memoirs, will participate with me, that Mr. Joges

would have himself approved the observation which I have made
upon his letter.

In March of this year, a proposal was made to Mr. Jones, to
become a member of the society foi constitutional information, and
it appears from a letter which he wrote to the secretary of the
society, in reply, that he readily accepted it. To prove that he was
not regardless of the objects of the society’s institution, a short time
afterwards he addressed a second letter to the secretary, for the
express purpose of confuting some doctrines in the writings of the
celebrated Fielding, which he thought dangerous to the constitution
of England ; I insert both from a periodical publication of 1787, in
which they have been preserved.

Mr. JONES to Mr. THOMAS YEATES.
SIR; Lamb’s Buildings, April 25,1762
It was not till within these very few days that I received,
on my return from the circuit, your obliging letter, dated the 18th
of March, which, had I been so fortunate as to receive earlier, I
should have made a point of answering immediately. The society
for constitutional information, by electing me one of their members,
will confer upon me an honour, which I am wholly unconscious of
deserving, but which is so flattering to me, that I accept of their
offer with pleasure and gratitude. I should indeed long ago have
testified my regard for so useful an institution by an offer of my*
humble service in promoting it, if I had not really despaired in my

present situation of being able to attend your meetings as often as I
shotild ardently wish.

My future life shall certainly be devoted to the support of that
excellent constitution, which it is the object of your society to unfold
and
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and elucidate; and from thls resolution long and deliberately made,
no prospects, no connectxons, no station here or abroad, no fear
of danger, “or hope of advantage to myself, shall ever deter or
. allure me.:
A form of ‘government so 'apparently' conducive to the true
happiness’ of the. Community, must' be admired as soon as it is
understodd, and if reason #nd virtue have any influence in human
breasts, otight to be' preserved by any exertions, and at any bazard.
«Care must ‘now be' taken,.lest by ‘reducing'the regal power to its
just level, we raise the aristocratical to a dangerous height ; ‘since it
is from the people that we‘can deduce - the obhgation of our laws;
und the authority of magxstrates. ’ .

Vot o F o [SEN

Ox the' people depend the welf'are; the 'security, and the perma:
nénte of “every legal government;: in the people must reside all
substantial power ; 'and to the people niust ‘all ‘those, in whose ability
and knowledge we sometimes wisely, often 1mprudent1y confide, be
always accountable for the due éxercise of that power’ with whick
they are for a time ‘entrusted.’

3 o * 4 P o {

If the properties 'of all good government be considered as duly
distributed in the different parts of our limited republice goodness
vught to be t'he distifguished attribute of the crown, wisdom of the
arvstocracy, ut power and fomtude bf the people

May justxce and hmn'\mty prevml in them alll

1 am, Sir,
Your very fa.lthful and obedxent servant,

W. Joxgs.
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Mr. JONES to Mr. THOMAS YEATES. '

SIR, Lamb’s Buq'ldtgc, Temple, June 7, 1782,

I lately met with some dangerous doctrine concerning

the constitution of England, in the works of an admired English
avriter; the doctune se dangerous, that an immediate confutation of
it seems highly pecessary, and the writer so admired, that his
opinions, good or bad, must naturally have a very general influence.
I¢ was the epinion, in short, of the late ingenious Henry Fielding, that
* the eonmstitution of this island was nothing fixed, but just as
¢ yariable as ifs weather,” and be tfreats the pontrary motion as a2
ridiculous error: mow if this doctrine be well founded, our society
will soon, I imagine, think it wise to dissolve themselves, since it is
hardly consistent with the gravity of sensible men to collect and
impart information like. tbe makers of almanacks, upon any thing
so uncertain as the weather; if om the other hand, the error be
palpably on the sider of Mr, Fielding,.you will not only proceed
with assiduity in your Jaudable design of rendering our’ constitution
universally known, hut will be at least equal in nsefulness and true
dignity to any society that ever was formed. His words are these,
in the preface to his tract, * On the Increase of Robberies,” dedi-
cated to Lord Chaneellor Hardwicke, “ There is nothing so wuch
s talked of and so little understood in this country, as the constitution,
% It is 3 word in the month of every man; and yet when we coms
“ to discourse of the matter, there is no subject on which our ideas
¢ are more confused and perplexed. Some, when they speak of the
* constitution, confine thejr notions to the law; others to the legisla-
“ ture; others, again, to the governing or executive part ; and many
* there are who jumble all these together in one idea. One error
“ however is common tothem all ; for all seem to have the conception
“ of something uniform® and permanent, as if the eonstitution of

* England partook rather of the nature of the soil than of the climate,
5 “ and
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« and was as fized and constant as the former,. not as changing and
« yariable as'the Jatter: +Nowm this word, the constitution, are
t included: the: original and. fundamental law of the kingdom, from
% whenee all powers: ave ‘derivedy and: by whielr they are circums
« scribed: ;. all legislative and execunve anthority, all those' munieipal®
# provisions, +which :are. commronly called: laws 3 andr lastly, the
“ customs, wanners, and habits! of the peoples These joined. toger
“ ther'do} I appreliend,, fovmt the: political, as the several mémbers
* of the body, the animal economy, with the humours and hahit,
 compose that which is-ealled the natural constitation.” -
PO P TS R N R ' SN

vi Heaadds ajparagraphon two of eleganti: but idlei a]lusmnés.w the
Platonie: philosophy, as if weilived undex the polity of Plato, not! in
the: daye of Williaw »the. Notmam. . Niew of,  all words easy,tor be
comprehended,, the! easiesty. in:my  lamble opinion; 15 thet word
constitwiion ; it is the' gready. systenn'of public) im ¢ontrardistinetion
o private and crimrinal: law,, and ‘comprsesall those articles which
Blackstone arranges. iw his fizst volume, udder thes mghts. of persony,
and of ;which. he givesau perspicubus: analysisc . Whateves then
relates .48 the rights of personyyseithew absoluté rights;, aw the enjoyt
ment ofi liberty;. secuvityl aud:pvopertyy. or relative} that is; jtutig
public. relations- of: magistrates: awdi pebpld;., makesaa. partiof that
magestiv: whole,: which we.properis. calli thercobstivation, ,, Ofi those
magistrates some are subordinate, and..some supremes;. av thé
legislative or parhament, whicls dught to consist of delegates from
every ingtependenid voige. int tie- patien;land the executive or the
leing, whose legal rights for the general good are called prerogative
The people are the aggregate body or commumty, and are in an

ecclesnasncal cmlﬁf mﬂﬁa\*yh*dr maritime stete,
!

Yy ey :
v Lhisy cbushthnomai orpublie: law : io *phrtip unwntten, and

grownded vpme jinmeosesial nsagescand patly writton: drenactediby
the
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the legislative power, but the unwritten or common law contains the
true spirit of our constitutron: the written has often most unjustifi-
ably altered the form of 1t: the common law is the eollected wisdom
of many centuries, having been used and approved by successive
generations, but the statutes frequently contain the whims of a few
leading men ; and sometimes of the mere individuals employed to
draw them ; lastly, the unwritten law is eminently favourable, and
the written generally hostile to the absolute rights of persons,

But though this inestimable law be called unwritten, yet the
only evidence of it is in writing preserved in the pubhc records,
judicial, official, and parliamentary, and explained in works of
acknowledged authority. Positive acts of the legislature may indeed
change the form of the constitution ; but as in the system of private
law, the parrowness or rigour of our forensic_rules may be enlarged
or softened by the interposition of parliament, (for our courts of
equity are wholly of a different nature,) so all Jegislative provisions,
which oppose the spirit of the constitution, may be corrected
agreeable to that very spint, by the people or nation at large, who
form as it were, the high court of appeal in cases of constitutional
equity ; and their sense must be collected from the petitions which
they present, expressed with moderation and respect, yet with all
the firmness which thei» cause justifies, and all the dlgmty which
truly becomes them.

I am, Sir,
Your very faithful humble servant,
W. JoNes.
Mr. JONES to the Bishop of St. ASAPH.
MY LORD, ~ Wimbledon Park, Sept. 18, 1783.

If your E&dship received my letter from Calais, you
will not be much surprised to see the date of this, and the place
where
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where I now am wnt.ngg .while Lady ;Spencer is making mormng
visits. Mr. and Mrs.. Poyntz have this instant left us. ILord
Althorpe being i Northamptonshire, I must give myself some con-
solation for my disappointment in missing: hum, by scribbling a few
hnes td bim, as soon as I have finisbed these with which I now trou-~
ble your lordship. .My, excursion to the United Provinces (which
has been the substifute for my intended egpedition to the United
States) was extremely pleasing and improving to me. I returned
last Monday, and finding all my friends dispersed in various parts of
England, am going. for a, few; days into Buckinghamshire, whence
I shall go.ta Osford, and ‘must continue there till the Sessions,
Should, your lordship be in Hampshlire any time in Octaber, and
should. it be.in all respects convenient to you, I‘will'accept this
year, with great pleasure, the. obhging invitation to..Chilbolton,
which I was unfortunately . prevented from accepting, last year, I
lament the unbappy. dissentions.among our great. men, and clearly
see the vanity of my anxzious wish,, that they would have played in
tune some time longer in the political concert,
)

The delays about the Indla. Judgeshlp have, it is true, greatly
injured me; but with my patlence ‘and assiduity, I could easily
recover my lost ground 1 must -however take the liberty here ta
allude to a most, obliging letter 01;' your 1fdship from Chilbolton,
which I received so lopg ago as last November, but was prevented
from answering till you came to town. It was inexpressibly flattering
to me, but my intimate knowledge of the nature of my profession,
obliges me to assure you, that it requires the whole man, and admits
of na concurrent puysuits; that, consequently, I must either. give it

. up, orit will engross me so much, that I shall not for some years be
able to enjoy the society of my friends, or the. sueets of liberty. Whether
it be a wise part to live uncomfortably, in order to die wealthy, is

anather

N
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another question ; but this I know by experience, and have heard
old practitioners make the same observation, that'a Jawyer who is
in earnest, must be chained to s chambers and the bar for tea or
twelve years together. In regard 'to- your lordship’s indulgent and
fattering prediction, that my Essay on Bailment would be my last
woik, and that for the future, business and the public weuld allow
me to write no more, I doubt whether it- will be accomphshed,
whatever may be my practice or situation ; for I have already
prepared many tracts on Jumsprudence; and when I see the volumes
written by Eord Coke, whose annual gains were twelve' ar fourteen
thousand pounds, by Lord Bacon; Sir Matthew: Hale, and a numbet
of judges and chancellors; I eannot think that. I should’ be hurt in
my- professional career, by publishing now and! then a' law tract
upon some interesting branch of the science; and the science itself
.is indeed so complex, that, without writing, which is-#Re éhain of
memory, 1t is impossible to remember a thousandth pert of what we
read or hear: Sinee 1t 1s my wish therefore to become in time as
great a lawyer as Sulpicius, Ishall probably leave: as many velumes
of my works, as he 1s said to have written. As to pohtics, I begin
to think, that the natural propensity: of men- to- dissent from- one
another, will prevent then, 1 a corrupt age, from ' ‘uniting in any
laudable design ; and at present I have nothing-to-do but: to:rest on
my oars, which the Greek phﬂosophers, L believe, called érxixen;
a word which Cicero applies-1n one' of' his letters tos the same
subject.

My best respects to the ladies; for‘whom I would certainly bave
Brought some Virginia mghtingales,' ifmy 'western expedition. had
taken place, since I was informed! by the captain, watl whom I
should have sailed; thaf they might have heem kept in the cabin
without any-danger.

Mr.
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Me. JONES; to, Mr.;, Baron \EYRE.

. DREARISIR,V’ v Oct.2, 1784,
i o+ 1 have been iu England about a fortoight, and was
inade. happy by lewrning in John Street; that you'had long been
restored to health frodi the illness. which cbnfined you, to'my inexs
pressible concern; &t the ' time when' I: skt oul for the Continent.
The cause of my return is, in:few words, this; I ought to have fores
seen, what I nevertheless did :not-expect, that' the same timidity of
imbecility, which fnade my anhappy friend declare;, that he neither
could nor would go to :Virginia without: tae, would tnake hirh
declare, - when he saw the sails and the -waves, that he néithet
would ‘nor could go atall.. A .dread of some émaginary danger 56
enervated him, that he kept his bed, and wrote me word, that if he
staid a week loager at Nantes, he should lose his retison o his life.
My expostulations had sonte little effect, but thete was no depend«
ence, I found, on a man who had none, he confessed, upon himself;
and when I discovered, that no ship, with even tolerable accommo-
dation, would sail till September, so that I could not keep my
word with my friends in England, by returning froth Amnérica be-
fore the new year, 1 came back through Normandy about the
middle of August, ‘and having a few weeks to spare, made a very
pleasant and improving exeursion into Holland, 'whick I traversed
from South to North. The detail of my expedrtion may not per
haps be unentertaining to you, when I have the pleasure of cofte
versing with "you at your: leisure; and I #m not -without hope of
enjoying that pleasure, if you continve at Ruscombe, before the
term begins. I stay here till the Sessions are over, and would
immediately after take my chance of finding you in Berkshire; but
-am ‘called upon to keep an old promise of. visiting the Bishop of
St. Asaph necar Andover; and must sperd 4 day of two with my

friend
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filend Poyntz. I can easily.conceive how little time you can have
to write letters, yet if you could find a moment' to et me know how
long you propose to remain imthe country, I would not be in
your neighbourhood without paying my. respects to you, and I
would indeed have taken Ruscombe in my way to Oxford, if 1
had not been engaged to make a visit in Buckinghamshire. As
to myself, 1find such distraction among my political friends, that
I should be glad (if I had no other motive) to be fixed in India,
at the distance of 16,000 miles from all their animosities, but I
am unhappily more unsettled than ever; for * * * * wijtes me
word, that he has nothing more at heart than fa open some sjtua-
tion for me in India. What this means I know not, but it looks
like some new plan, which may, probably hang undecided from
session to session. On the whole I greatly fear, that it would have
been happy for me, and perhaps for mlhons, if India bad, never
existed, or if we*had known as little of it as of Japan.

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORPE.
MY DEAR LORD, . Out s, 1782.

Your friendly letter caught me in. Buckinghamshure,
before I came to college, where I have been for some days sole
governor, and almost sole inhabitant of Alfred’s peaceful mansion,
till Mr. Windham.surprised me  agreeably, by coming with a
design of passing some time in this academical retreat. You, in
the mean while, are taking healthful and pleasing  ezercise in
Norfolk, where Mr. Fox, I understand, is also shooting partridges ;
and you are both ready, no doubt, to turn your firelocks against
the Dutch, should they make their appearance in your ficlds: when
I was 1 Zealand they expected us, and if they stand upon the
ceremony, of the first visit, we shall not, I imagine, meet, very soon.

In
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In regard to my expectation of seejng, a.,little good attained for
our miserable country, I am'not apt to be sanguine, but rather
inclined to fear the worst than to expect the best. I rejoice, how-
ever, at the distrust conceived by many honest men of those now:
in power; my opinion is, .that power should always be,distrusted,
in whatever hands it is placed. As'te America, I know not what
#&xx® thinks: but, this I know, that the sturdy transatlantic
yeomanry will neither be, dragooned not bamboozled out of their
liberty. His principles in regard to,our internal government. are,
unless I am deluded by his. professions,, such as my. reason approves,.
and which is better, such as I know to be,approyed in clear terms
by our recorded constitution.. The friends of,***** were too.
monbarchical, and those: of ,**** far too aristocratical for me;
and if it were possible to see an administration too demgcratical,
I should equally dislike'it. There must be a mixture of all the
powers, in due proportions weighed and measured by the laws, or
the nation cannot exist without misery or shame. I may write all
this consistently with good manners and with friendship, because &
know the excellence of your understanding and soupdness of your
principles; and independently of my presumption that all. your
actions must be wise and just, I see and; applaud the gmotive
which must have induced you to resign an office,, which you wera
not at first much inclined to accept.. I am confident also, that you
would as little endure 2 Swedish, mongrchy. as a Venetian  ariston
eracy. . I enclose a little jew, d’esprit® which, I wrote at Paris. It
* * The jew desprit mentioned here, is the Dialogue between a Farmer and Country
Gentleman on the Prineiples of Gover In Dr. Towers’ Tract on the Rnghts of
Juites, the follawing passage relatng to 1t, occurs :

« After a Bil of Indictment had beenr found agalnst the Dean of St. Asaph, for the
« publication of the edition which was priated in Wales, Sir William Jones sent a letter
* to Lord Kenyon, then Chief Justice of Chester, in which he avowed himself to be thé

« suthor of the dialogue, and mantained that every position in 1t was stricily conform—
¢ able to the laws and constitution of Eogland.” p. 117.

B R was.
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was printed here by a society, who, if they will steer clear of party,
will do more good to Bnitain, thau all the philosophers and anti-
quaries of Somerset Ilouse. Dut to speak the tiuth, I greatly
doubt, whether they, orany other men 1n this country, can do it
substantial good. The nation, as Demosthenes said, will be fed
like a consumptive patient, with chicken-broth and panada, which
will neither suffer him to expire, nor keep him wholly alive. As
to myself, if my friends are resolved to assail one another, instead
of concurring in any great and laudable effort for the general safety,
I have no course left, but to act and speak Tightly to the best of
my understanding; but I have an additional motive for wishing to
obtain an office in India, where I might have some prospect of con-
tributing to the happiness of millions, or at least of alleviating their
misery, aud serving my country essentially, whilst I benefited my
fellow-creatures.

When the sessions are over, I shall hasten to Chilbolton, and
perform an old promise of passing a few days with the best of
Bishops ; after which I shall take Midgham, and Baron Eyre’s at
Ruscombe, in my way to London, where I must be at the begin-
ning of the term. A Persian book is just printed here, said to have
been composed by Tamerlane, who confesses, that he governed
men by four great arts, bribing, dividing, amusing, and keeping in
suspence. How far it may be an object with modern Tamerlanes,
or sultans of India, to govern me, I cannot tell; but as I cannot
be bribed, without losing my senses, nor divided, without losing my
life, I will neither be amused, nor kept long in suspence ; and, in-
deed, I have so high an opinion of Lord Ashburton, who never pro-

fesses more than he means, that I do not suspect any artifice in that
business.

Mr.
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Mr, JONES tq Lady SPENCER.
MADAM, Chilbolton, Oct. 21,17882.
Though I wrote so lately to your Ladyship, and can-
pot hope by any thing I can now say to make amends for the
dulness of my last letter; yet, as some of the- ladies here are this
moment writing to St. James’s Place, I cannot, prevail on myself
to decline joining so agreeable a party, especially as the very fa-
vourable accounts which were last night received ;of Lord Spencer’s
health have given e spirits, and made, me eager to offer my
sincere congratulations, Yes; I rejoice with the truest sincerity,
that his, Lordship’s health is so likely to be re-estabhished, for I
canoot name a man of rank in the nation, in whose health the
public and all mankind, as well as his family and friends, are more
truly interested. I have passed my time at Chilbolton so agrees
ably, that ten days have’ appeared like one; and it gives me con-
cern that the near approach of the term will oblige me to leave so
charming and improving a society at the end of this week: after
which I shall hope to find my fiiends at Midgham in perfect
health; and then farewell, a long farewell to all my rational and
interesting pleasures, which must be succeeded by the drudgery of
drawing bills in equity, the tail of answering cases; the squabbles
of the bar, and the more vexatious dissentions and conflicts of the
pohitical world, which I vamnly deprecated, and now as vainly
deplore.,, How happy would it be, if statesmen bad more music
their souls, and could bring themselves to consider, that what har-
mony is m a concert, such 1s union in a state; but in the great
onchcstra of politics, I find so many musicians out of humour, and
instrawents out of tune, that I am more tormented by such dis-
sonance than the man in Hogaith’s print, and am more desirous
than ever of bemg trdnsported to the distance of five thousand
leagues fiom all thus fatal discord.  Without a metaphor, I lament
with
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with anguish the bitterness and animosity with which some of my
friends have been assailing others; as if empty altercation could be
the means of procuring any good to this afflicted country. I find
myself in more instances than one, like poor Petrarch, wishing to
pass my days

Fia’ magnanimi pochi; & chi’l ben prace,

Di lor chi m’ assecura ?

Io vo gndando pace, pace, pace.

—but I shall not be heard, and must console myself with the pleas-
ing hope, that your Ladyship, and the few friends of virtue and
humanity will agree in this sentiment with, &c.
‘ WirLram Joxes.

From the Duchess of DEVONSHIRE to Mr. JONES.

MY DEAR MR. JONES, Plimton, Oct. 28, 1782,

I am very happy that the fear of losing a privilege,

which you are so good as to say is precious to you, has induced

you to write to me, for I assure you, that your letters give me very

great pleasure, and that they, as well as the few times in which we

meet, make me regret very much, that the turn of your public

engagements take you so much from societies where you are
wished for.

T agree with you, that the political world is strangely torn. If
you had been in parhament at this crisis, you would have felt your-,
self 1n an uncomfortable situation, I confess; but I cannot think,
that with the good Whig principles you are blessed with, private
friendships or connections would have prevailed on you to remain
silent or inactive,

Chi vuol Catone amico,
Facilmente I'avrd ; Sia fido a Roma,

This
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This I think would have been the test of - your polmcal
fnendshlp

I am rejoiced that there is a chance of your returning to poetry..
I had a very valuable present made me by Dr. Blagden, physician,
to the camp,’ of your ode in imitation of Callistratus. I wish I
understood Greek,#that I might read something Mr. Paradise has
wntten at the top of it. I will attempt to copy it; and after the
various characters I have, in days of - yore, seen youtdecipher,‘ I
will not despair of your making out Greek, though written by me.

Al Xogplsg, wuey@ 7 Aaleiv Smep du weaely
ZiGoar, Yy edpoy Tooviors®,

T shall expect to see the pogm something sooner than the rest of
your friends ; and I assure you, the having so seldom, the pleasure
of meetang you, does not diminish the sincerity, with which I shall
ever retain that title—If yod are still at Chilbolton,  pray. give my
love to the family there, and tell Miss Shipley to write to me.

My seal is a talisman, which if you can send me the explanation
of, I shall be much obliged to you. :
. . ¥ & * & =

In the beginning of 1783, Mr. Jones published his translation of
the seven Arabian poems, which he had finished in 1781. It was
. his intention to have prefixed to this work, a discourse on the
antiquity of the Arabian language and characters, on the manners
of the Arabs in the age immediately preceding that of Mohammed,
and other interesting information respecting the poems, and the
lives of the authors,. with a critical history of their works; but he
could not command sufficient leisure for the execution of it. Some
of the subjects intended for this dissertation, appeared in a discourse

* The Graces, seeking a shrine that would never decay, found the soul of Jones.
oR
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on the Arabs, which he composed some years afterwards, and from
the manner in which it was written, 1t is impossible not to regret
the irrecoverable loss of the larger discussion which he oniginally
proposed. The poems present us with a carious specimen of the
manpers of the natives of Arabia, and on this account, must be
particularly interesting to those, who consider the study of human
nature in all its varieties, as an instructive subject of contempla.
tion. ¢ They exhibit (to use the words of Mr. Jones) an exact
« picture of the virtues and vices of the .Arabs in the age of the
“ seven poets, thewr wisdom and their folly, and shew what may
“ be constantly expected from men of open hearts, and boiling
“ passions, with no law to control, and little religion to restrain
¢ them.” -

The period was now arrived, when Mr. Jones had the happiness
to gain the accomplishment of bis most anxious wishes. In March
1783, during the administration of Lord Shelburne, he was ap-
pointed a judge of the supreme court of judicature at Fortwilliam
at Bengal, on which occasion the honour of knighthood was con-
ferred upon him; and, in the April following, he married Anna
Maria Shipley, the eldest daughter of the Bishop of St. Asaph.
I have remarked the early impression made upon the affections of
Sir William Jones by this lady, and the honourable determination
which he formed upon that occasion, and if I should have suc-
ceeded in imparting to my readers any portion of that interest,
which I feel in his personal concerns, they will see him with pleaq
sure receiving the rewards of principle and affection.

The Bishop of St. Asaph, of whose respectable character and
high literary reputation it is unnecessary to remind the public,
possessed too enlightened an understanding nat to appreciate the
«arly distinguished talents and virtues of Sir Willam Jones, and

their
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their friendship was cemented by an union of political principles,
and the’ zealous admiration each felt for the constitution of their
country. * The Bishop, in the choice of a son-in-law, had every
reason to indulge the pleasing ‘hope that he had'consulted, as far
as human foresight can exterd, the happiness of his beloved daugh<
Br; nor were his expectations disappointed.
¢
For his appoistment to India, Mr. Jones was indebted to the
friendship of Lord Ashburton: in October 1782 I find a letter
from his Lurdslnp to Mr. Jomes, with the followmg words: You,
« will give 'me credit fornot being dndifferent about the important,
 slake still left in India, or your partlcular interest in 1[, in which I
&% consider that of the public so materially involved.” ' The intelli-
gence of his suceess was communicated to Mr. Jones, in the follows
ing letter of congratulation, to which I subjoin one from the celew
brated Franklin on the same occasion.

MY DEAR SIR, < March 8, 17534
It is with little less satisfaction to myself than it can
sgive you, that I send you the inclosed, and I do assure. you there
are few events, ia wblch T could have felt so .sensible a mortifica~
tion; as in that of your finally missing this favourite object. The
weather sugtrest.s to me as no slight topic of congratulation, . your
being reheved from such a journey and under such circumstances,
as your last favour intimiates you had in contemplal:lon for Wednes-
3y; but when I consider this appointment as securing to you at
once, two of the first objects of human pursmt, those of ambition
and love, I feel it a subject of very serious and cordial congratu«

lation, which I desire you to accept,-and to convey accordingly.

. T am, with every good wish, dear Sir,
Your faithful humble servant,
AsHBURTON.



224 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

DEAR FRIEND, Passy, March 17, 1783.

I duly received your obliging letter of Nov. 15. You
will have since learnt how much I was then and have been con-
tinually engaged in pubhc affairs, and your goodness will excuse
my not having answered it sooner. You announced your intended
marriage with my much respected friend Miss Zona Maria, which
I assure you gave me great pleasure, as I cannot conceive a match
more likely to be happy, from the amiable qualities each of you
possess so plentifully. You mention its taking place as soon as a
prudent .attention to wordly interests. would permmt. I just now
learn from Mr. Hodgson, that you are appointed to an honourable
and profitable place in the Indies; so I expect now soon to hear of .
the wedding, and to receive the profile. With the good Bishop’s
permission, I will join my blessing with his; adding my wishes that
you may return from that corrupting country, with a great deal of
money honestly acquired, and with full as much virtue as you
carry out with you.

The engraving of my medal, which you know was projected be~ «
fore the peace, is but just finished. None are yet struck in hard
metal, but will ina few days. Inthe mean time, having this good
opportunity by Mr. Penn, I find you one of the Epreuves. You
will see that I have profited by some of your ideas, and adopted
the mottos you were so kind as to furnish.

I am at present quite recovered from my late illness, and flatter
myself that I may in the ensuing summer be able to undertake a
trip to England, for the pleasure of seeing once more my dear
friends there, among whom the Bishop and his family stand fore-
most 1 my estimation and affection.

5 I thank
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I thank you for your'good wishes respecting me. Mine for your
.welfare and prosperity are not less earnest and sincere ; being with
great truth, dear Sir -

Your affectionate friend,
and most obedient servant,
BenyaMrx FrRANRLIN.

* » » * *

-
.

I have mentioned the literary productions of Sir William Jones in
the order in which they were published. I observe however two
compasitions which had escaped my attention ; an abndged History
of the Life of Nadir Shah, jn English, and a History of the Persian

Language, intended to be prefixed to the first edition of his Persian
Grammar*

I

* The reader will peruse wuh pleasure’ the following lines from the Acabic, written by
Su Willam Jones, in 1783, and addressed to Lady Jones.

While sad suspense and ehill delay
Bereave my wounded soul of rest,

New hopes, new fears, from day to day,
By turns essail my lab’ring breast.

My heart, ;vhich ardent love consumes,
Throbs with each agomazing thought;. ,
So flutters with entangled plumes,
The lark in wily meshes caught.

There she, with unavailing strain,
Pours thro’ the night her warbled grief:
The gloom retires, but not her pain;
The dawn appears, but not rehef.
Two younglings wait the parent bird,
Thewr thrilling sorrows to appease:
She comes—sh! no: the sonnd they heard
Was but a whisper of the breeze,

GG A long
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A long list might be formed of works which be meditated at
different periods. He had projected a 'Freatise on Maritime
Contracts; and with a view to the completion of this work, he

- N
commissioned a fiiend to purchase for lim the Collections of
Heineccius, containing the Dissertations of Stypman and Kerrick,
with any other works that could be procured on the same subject.,
It was also his intention to re-publish Lyttleton’s Treatise on
Tenures, from the first edition of 1482, with a new translation,
explanatory notes, and a commentary; and to prefix an Introduc-
tory Discourse on the Laws of England. He had made a con-
siderable progress towards the completion of this work, which
still exists, but not in a sufficient degree of advancement for
publication. p

I have remaked the extraordinary avidity with which he availed
himself of every opportunity to.acquire knowledge: but I have
omitted to mention his attendance during a course of anatomical
lectures, by the celebrated Hunter: and amongst other sciences
which he diligently and successfully cultivated, I have still to
mention the Mathematics, in which he had advanced so far, as to
read and understand Newton’s Principia.

The review of the various acquisitions of Sir William Jones in
science and literature, will be introduced in another place; and
havmg brought to a close that portion of his life, which was passed
in England, T must now prepare the reader to transport himself,
avith him to Hindustan,

l%

SIR
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ySIR: WILLIAM JONES embarked for Todia in the Crocodile
frigate; and in April 1783, left his native country, to which he was,
pever to' return, with the unavailing regret and affectionate wishes
of his numerous friends and admirers:

As to: himself; the melancholy impressions. whick he could not.
but feel on such an occasion, were alleviated by varous conqdura‘
tions. The expectations of five years were now accomplished in the
attainment of his wishes; he anticipated the utility of his official
labours to the public; and the occupation so peculiarly delightful
to him, of investigating unexplored mines of literature. Sir Wilham
Jones was now in his thirty-seventh year, in the full vigour of his
facultles, and he looked forward with ardour to the, pleasures and
advantages arising from his situation in India, withoit any appre-
hension that the climate of that country would prove hostile to his
constitution. A difference of opinion on great political questions,
without diminishing his regard for his friends, had narrowed his
habits of intercourse with .some whom he sincerely esteemed; and
he felt therefore the less regret in quitting those whose principles
he wished to approve, but from whom, an adberence to his own

equently compelled him to dissent.. He reflected with. pleasure
on the independency of his statien, that the line of duty, which it
presciibed, was strait and defined, and in leaving his pative country,
for which he retained the warmest affection, he was not sorry to
abandon all political cares and discussions. But his greatest
consolation and enjoyment were derived from the society of

Lady Jones.
To.
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To those who are destitute of internal resources, whose habits
have led them to seek for amusement in the miscellaneous occur-
rences and topics of the day only, asea voyage s a period of
fatigue, languor, and anxiety. To Sir Willam Jones every new
scene was interesting, and his mind, exercised by incessant study
and reflection, possessed an inexhaustible fund of subjects ; which,
he could at pleasure select and apply to the purposes of recreation
and improvement, but his application during his voyage was more
particularly directed to those studies, by which he was to enlarge
the requisite qualifications for discharging the duties of his
public station, with satisfaction to himself, and benefit to the

community*
The

* The following memorandum was written by Sic Willigm Jones during hus voyage,
Objects of Enquiry during my residence in Asia,

1. The Laws of the Hindus and Mohammedans.

€. The Hustory of the Ancient World.

8. Pioofs and Ilustrations of Scripture.

4. Traditions concerning the Deluge, &e,

5. Modern Politics and Geography of Hindustan.

6. Best Mode of gevermng Bengal. .

7. Anthmetic and Geometry, and mixed Sciences of the Asiatics,
8. Medicine, Chemistry, Surgery, and Anatomy of the Indians,
9. Natural Productions of India.
10. Poetry, Rhetoric, and Moralty of Asia.
11, Music of the Eastern Nations.

12, The Shi-King, or 300 Chinese Odes.

13. The best accounts of Tibet and Cashmir.
14, Trade, Manufactures, Agriculture, and Commerce of India.

15, Mogul Constitution, contained in the Defters Alemgluri, and Ayein Acbari,
16. Mahratta Constitution,

To print and publish the Gospel of St. Luke in Arabic.

To publish Law Tracts 1n Persian or Arabic,
Te
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The following 'short letter.to .Lord Ashburton, written a few
weeks .after his embarkationy may nof be unacceptable to: the
reader: \

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Lord ASHBURTON.

. s Apri 27,1783,

. \ Your kind letter found me on board the Crogodile ::

1 should have been very unhappy bad it missed: me, since I have
long habituated myself to set the highest valud on every word.you.
speak, and every line you write. Of the two ‘inclosed letters te
our friends, Impey and Chambers, I will take the greatést care, and:
will punctually follow your directions as to the first of them, My
departure was sudden indeed ; but the Admiralty were se anxiaus.
for the sailing of this frigate, and their orders were sa peremptory,
that it was impossible. to wait for any thing hut a breeze. Qur.
vo&age has bitherto been tolerably pleasant, apnd,.since we left the
Channel, very quick. We begin to see alhicores ahout the ship,
and to perceive an agreeable change of climate.. Our days, though
short, give me ample time for study, recreation, and exercise; but:

To print and publish the Psalims of David in Persian Verse.
To Compose, if God grant me Life,
1. Elements of the Laws of England.
Model—The Essay on Bailment-—Aristotle,
®. The History of the Americas War. N
*  Model—Thucydides and Polybius.
.. 3. Britain discovered, an Heroic Poem on the Constitution of England. Machlnei‘y.
Hindu Gods.
Model~Homer. :
4. Speeches, Political and Forensic. i
. Model—Demosthenes,
5. Dmlogues, Phnlosophlcal and Historical.
ModelwPlato.
6. Letters, AModel—Demosthenes and Plato.
14th July, 1783, Crocodile Frigate.

my
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my joy-and delight proceed from the surprising health and  spirits
of Anna Maria, who joins me in affectionate remembrance to
Lady Ashburton., As to.you, my dear Lord, we consider you as
the spring and fountain of our happiness, as the author and parent,
(2 Roman would have added, what the coldness of our northern
language will hardly admit) the god of our fortunes. It is possible
indeed, that by incessant labour and irksome attendance at the bar,
T might in due time have attained all that my very limited ambi-
tion could aspire to; butin no otherstation than that which I owe to
your frxendshlp, could I have gratified at once my boundless curiosity
concerning the people of the East, continued the exercise of my
profession, in which I sincerely delight, and enjoyed at the same
time the comforts of domestic life. The grand jury of Denbigh-
shire, have found, I understand, the bill against "the Dean of St.
Asaph, for publishing my dialogue ; but'as an indictment for a
theoretical essay on government was I believe never before known,
I have no apprehension for the consequences. As to the doctrines
in the- tract, though I shall certainly not preach them to the In-
dians, who must and will be governed by absolute power, yet I
shall go through life with a persuasion, that they are just and
rational, -that substantial freedom is both the daughter and parent
of virtue, and that virtue is the only source of public and private
felicity. Farewell,
* L * » * »

In the course of the voyage he stopped at Madeira, and, in ten
additional weeks of prosperous sailing from the rugged islands of
Cape Verd, arrived at Hinzuan or Joanna. Of this island, where
he remained a few days only, he has published an interesting and
amusing description. He expatiates with rapture on his approach
to 1t, delineates with the skill of an artist the beauties of the
scenery, and sketches with the discriminating pen of a philosophes,
the characters and manners of the unpolished: but hospitable na-

tives.
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tives.. The povelty of dhe.scene was attractive, .and -its impression
wupon his mind is strongly marked. by the following just and elegant
reflection, which in substanee( is. more than once repeated .in' his
writings :—*¢ If life were not too short for the complete discharge'of
“ all our respective duties,public and private, and for the acquis
“ sition even of necessary knowledge in any degree of perfection,
“ with how much pleasure and .improvement might. a great part of
% it be spent in admiring the beauties of, this wonderful ;orb, -and
“ contemplating the nature.of man in allits,varieties I”s . .}
R . \ B o t ' - Pl
Byt it, would be injustice to his memory,; to pass over.without.
particulay notice, the sensible and. digpified rehuke, with whiclk he
repelled the rude attack ,of Mussalman bigotry .on the. divinity of
our Saviour. Durings a, visit which he made to a native of the
island,. a Coran was preduced, for his inspection, , and his attention,
was pointedly directed to a passage in acommentary accusing thée
" Christians of blasphemy,, in., calling our Sayiour the Son of God.
“ The commentator, (he replied) was much to, blame for. passing so ’
* indiscriminate and hasty a censure; the title which gave. your
¢ legislator, and which gives you such offence, was often applied
*in Judea by a bold figure, agreeably to the Hebrew idiom,
« though unusual in Arabic, to angels, to holy men, and eyen to all
“ mankind, who are commanded. to call God their father; and in
“ this large sense, the Apostle to_the.Romans calls the elect the
* children of God, and the Messiah the first born dmong many
£ brethren ; but the words only begotten are applied transcendantly
¢ and incomparably to him alone; and as for me, who believe the
“ Scriptures which you also profess to believe, though you.assert
* without proof. that. we have altered them, I cannot refuse him
“ an appellation, though far surpassing our reason, by, which he is
«¢ distinguished in the Gospel; and the believers in Mohammed,

* Sir Wilham Jones’s Works, yal. iv. p.488.
« who
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% who expressly names him the Messiah, and pronounces him to
 have been born of a virgin (which alone might fully justify the
s phrase condemned by this author) are themselves condemnable,
# for cavilling at words, when they cannot object to the substance
- % of our faith, consistently with their own*.”

This quotation ‘affords a decisive proof of the belief of Sir Wil-
liam Jones, in the sublime doctrines of the Christian religion.
Had he been an infidel, he would have smiled at the scoffs of
Mussulman bigotry; and bad he been indifferent to his faith, he
would have been silent on an occasion, where he could expect
neither candour nor concessions from his antagonists. Indeed he
was well aware, that a religious dispute with those zealots, would
have been fruitless and unseasonable, and might have been dan-
gerous ; but, as it was inconsistent -with his principles, to disavow
or coneeal what he firmly believed and professed, he could not
suffer the attack to pass without reprehension, and he grounded it
on premises, which his opponents could not dispute, nor did they
venture to answer. . \

" From Hinzuan to the Ganges, nothing material occurred, and he
tanded at Calcutta, in September 1783. His reputation had pre-
ceded his arrival, which was anxiously expécted, and he had the
happiness to find, that bis appointment had diffused a general sa-
tisfaction, whieh his presence now rendered complete. The
students of the Oriental languages were eager to welcome 2
scholar,, whose erudition in that branch ef literature was unri-
valled, and whose labours and genius had assisted their progress;
while the public rejoiced in the possession of a magistrate, whose
probity and independenee were no less acknowledged than his
ebilities,

® Siy William Jones's Works, vel, i. p. 483,
With
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With what rapture. he himself contemplated his new situation,
may be more easily concerved: than described. As a magistrate of
the supreme court of judicature, he had now that opportunity,
which he ever ardently desired, of devoting his talents to the service
of his native country, and of promoting. ‘the happiness of the com-
munity 1n which he resided; while the history, antiquities, natural
productions, arts, sciences, and literature! of Asia, opened' an ex-
tensive and almost boundless field to his enquiries.” He was now
placed amidst a people, whase pretensions to antiquity had hitherto
eluded research, and whose: manners, religion, and customs, still
retained the same -characteristical peculiarities, by -which they
were originally distinguished. Time, who spreads the veil: of obli-
vion over the opinions and works of mankind, who ‘annihilates
empires and the records of thewr existence, had spared the doc-
trines and language of the followers of Brama, and amidst the
ravages of conquest and oppressions of tyranny, seemed to protect
with parental care some of the earliest monuments of his reign.
The Hindoos in fact presented to the observation of Sir William
Jones, a lwving picture of antiquity: and although' the colouring
might be somewhat faded and obscured, the lincaments of the
original character were still discernible by the. most supefficial ob-
server, whilst he remarked them with discrimination and rapture.

In December 1783, he entered upon his judicial functions, and
at the opening of the sessions, delivered his first charge to the
grand jury, The public had formed a high' estimate of his ora-
torical powers, nor were they disappointed. His address was
elegant, concise, and appropriate; the exposition of his senti-
ments and principles was equally manly and conciliatory, and
calculated to inspire genefal satisfaction,: as the known sincerity of
his character was a test of his adherence to his professions. In
glancing at dissentions, which, at no remote period, had unfortu-

n H nately

’
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pately prevailed between the supreme executive and judicial
powers in Bengal, he shewed that they might and ought to be
avoided, that the functiodis of both were distinct, and could be
exercised without danger of collision, in promoting what should be
the object of both, the public good.

In the intervals of leisure from his professional duties, he di-
rected his attention to scientific objects; he soon saw that the
field of research in India, was of an ®xtent to baffle the industry
of any individual ; and that whatever success might attend his own
indefatigable la.bours, it could only be explored by the united ef-
forts of many. With these ideas, he devised the institution of a
society in Calcutta, on the plan of those established in the prin-
cipal cities of Europe, as best calculated to excite and facilitate
the enquiries of the ingenious, as affording the means of preserving
the numerous little tracts and essays, which otherwise would be
lost to the public, and of concentrating all the valuable know-
ledge, which might be obtained in Asia. The suggestion was
received with the greatest satisfaction by-several gentlemen to whom
he communicated it, and the members of the new association,
assembled for the first time, in January 1784.

The repetition ofa narratwe, which has already appeared in several
publications®, may be deemed superfluous; but a detail of the cir-
cumstances attending the formation of an Institution, of which Sir
William Jones was notonly the founder, but the brightest ornament,
cannot with propriety be omitted in the memoirs of his life.

It had been resolved to follow, as nearly as possible, the plan
of the Royal Society in London, of which the King is the patron,

* Asiatic Researches, vol. i. Introduction, The account 1s omitted in the works of
Sir Wilham Jones,

and
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and at the first meeting, it was therefore agreed, to address the
Governor-General and iCouncil:of Bengal, explaining the objects of
the society, and soliciting the honour of their patrondge, which
‘was granted in the most flattering terms of -approbation. ‘The
members next proceeded to the nomination of a president: and
as Warren Hastings, Esquire, then Governor-General of India, had
distinguished himself a3 the first liberal promoter of 'useful know-
Jedge in Bengal, and especially as the gieat encourager of Persian
.and Sanscrit hiterature, they deemed him entitled to every mark of
distinction, which it wasin their power to offer: .and although they
were aware, ‘that the rumerous and important duties of his public
station, might prove an insurmountable objection to his acquies-
cence, they nevertheless determined to solicit his acceptance.of ‘the
‘honorary title of president of 'the society, as a just itribute of
respect, which the.occasion seemed to demand, -and which could
not ‘have been .omitted, without an appearance of inattention 1to
ihis distinguished .merit.

The application was received with the acknowledgment due to
the motives which .dictated it: but Mr. Hastings, for (the reasons
which had been .anticipated, declined his :acceptance of ‘the prof-
fered title, and “.begged leave to wesign his pretensions to the
« gentleman, whose genius had planned the ostitution, and was
*¢ most capable of conducting if, ito {the -attainment of ithe great
* and splendid purposes -of its formation.” Sir. William Jones,
-upon the receipt of this answer, 'was immediately and unanimously
requested to accept the presidency of the society. On this occa-
sion, he addressed the following letter to Mr. Hastings :

MY DEAR SIR; '
Independently of my general presumption, that what-

ever you determine is right, I cannot but admit the solidity of the
TEasons,
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1easons, which induce you to decline that precedence, to which, if
our society were in 1ts full vigour instead of being in its cradle,
you would have a title paramount to all, who have been, are, or
will be, in this country. Every part of your letter (except that
which your kind indulgence makes so honourable to me) cairies
with it the clearest conviction. Your first reason (namely, an un-
willingness to accept an honorary trust, and want of leisure for
one, that may require an active part) must appear satisfactory to
all. I trust, you will consider our dact as proceeding solely from
our anxiety to give you that distinction, which justice obhged us to
give. As tamyself, I could never have been satisfied, if, in tra-
versing the sea of knowledge, I had fallen in with a ship of your
rate and station, without striking my flag. One thing more, my
dear Sir, I must assure you of, that in whatever manner your objec-
tions had been stated, I should have thought them just and wise;
and if it were not for the pleasure, which your friendly communi-
cation of them has given me, I should repent of the trouble which
our intended homage has occasioned.

T veturn Mr. Turner’s letters, witk many thanks for the entertain-
ment which Lady J. and myself bave received from them. I pro-
mise myself much delight and instruction from his conversation,
and hope that when he shall think proper to communicate a rela-
tion of his travels*, he will prefer our society to that of London. I
will pay my respects to you in the evening, and am concerned,
from a selfish motive,.that the place where I now write, will so

* This relation was published 1n 1800, under the title of “ An Account of an Embassy
“ to the Court of Teshoo Lama 1n Tibet ;" &e., by Captain Samuel Turner. It1s exceed-
ingly cunious and interesung. The author, whose amiable manners and good qualities
had endeared him to his fnends, was seized with an epoplexy as he was walking the
streets of London, and died withun two days,

soon
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soon lose one of its greatest advantages. Believe me to be, with
unfeigned regard, dear Sir,.
Your faithful and obedient servant,
Witriam Jones.
» » » L4 * »

To this public and private record of the merit of Mr. Hastings,
in promoting and encouraging the pursuits of literature in Asia,
the addition of any further testimony must be Superfloous; yet I
cannot deny myself the satisfaction of stating briefly the grounds of
his claims to that distinction, which excited the acknowledgnients,,
and prompted the solicitation of the society. .

Mr. Hastings entered into the service of the East-India company,.
with all the advantages of a regular classical education, and with a:
mind strongly impressed with the pleasures of literature. The com-
mon dialects of Bengal, after his arrival in that, country, soon
became familiar to hinx; and at a périod when the use and import-
ance of the Persian language were scarcely suspected, and when
the want of that grammatical and philological assistance, which
has facilitated the labours of succeeding students, rendered the at-
tainment, of it a task of peculiar difficulty, be acquired a profi-
ciency in it. His success not only contributed to. make known the
. advantages of the acquisition, but proved ar inducement to others
to follow his example, and the general knowledge of the Persian
Janguage, which has been since attained by the servants of the
East-India company, has conspired to produce political effects of
the greatest national importance, by promoting and accelerating,
the improvements, which have taken place in the system of in--
ternal administration in Bengal,

If Mr. Hastings cannot claim the merit of having himself ex-
plored the mine of Sanscrit literarure, he is eminently entitled to the
’ praise
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praise of having invited and Liberally encouraged the researches of
others. But he has a claim to commendations of a higher nature ;
for a conduct no less favourable to the cause of literature, than to
the advancement of the British influence in India, by removing
that reserve and distiust in the professors of the Braminical Faith,
which had taught them to view with suspicion all attempts to inves-
tigate their code, and to apprehend the mfringement of its ordi-
nances, in our political rule. The importance of his success will be
readily acknowledged by those, whose. observation \qualifies them
to form a due estunate of it; and to those who have not bad the
advantages of local experience, the communication of my own
may not be unsatisfactory.

The spirit of the Mohammedan religion is adverse to every ap-
pearance of idolatry, and the conquest of Hindustan by the Mus.
sulmans, was prosecuted with the zeal of a religious crusade. The
rage of proselytism was united with the ambition of dominion, and
the subversion of the Hindu superstition was always considered
a religious obligation, the discharge of 'which might indeed be sus-
pended by political considerations, but could never be renounced :
and, notwithstanding occasional marks of toleration in some of
the emperors of Hindustan, or their viceroys, therr Hindu sub-
jects were ever beheld by them, in the contemptuous hght of
infidels and idolaters. They were of course naturally disposed to
apprehend the effects of a similar bigotry and intolerance in their
Luropean governors, so widely discriminated from themselves in
manners, language, and religion. The Bramins, too, (who had the
feehngs common to the bulk of the people,) deemed themselves
precluded by laws, in their opinion of sacred and eternal obliga-
tion, from any development of their secret doctrines to a race of
people, who could only be ranked in the lowest of the four classes
of mankind, and to whom, with little exception, their secrecy and

5 Teserve
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reserve had hitherto proved impenetrable, To surmount these ob-
stacles, to subdue the jealousy and prejudices of the Bramins,
and to diminish the apprehensions of the people at large, required
a conduct regulated by the most hberal and equitable principles,
and the influence of personal intercourse and conciliation. The
compilation of a ¢ode of . Jaws by Pundits, convened by the invita-
tion of Mr. Hastings, the Persian version, of it, made under their
immediate inspection, and the translation of the Bagvhat Geeta, a
work containing all the grand mysteries of the Braminical Faith,
are incontrovertible proofs of the success of his efforts, to inspire
confidence in.minds where distrust was habitual, while a variety
of useful publications, undertaken at his suggestion, demonstrate
the beneficial effects of his patronage and encouragement of
Oriental literature.

Amongst the original members of the society, whosubscribed the
address to the Governor-General and Council, proposing the insti-
tution, will be found the names of several who have distinguished
themselves by their proficiency in Oriental learning; of Mr.
William Chambers, whose knowledge of the dialects on the coast
of Coromandel, as well as of Persian and Arabic literature, was
critical and extensive, and his least praise ; of Mr. Francis Glad-
wyn, the author of many works calculated to assist the students of
the Persian language, the translator of various Oriental manu-
scripts, and particularly of the institutes of Akbar, the wisest,
greatest, and most tolerant monarch, that ever swayed the sceptre
of India*; of Captain Charles Hamllton, who published a trans-

lation

1
* The toleration of Akbar, and his curjosity to investigate the religious tenets of other
nations, have exposed him to the eharge of heresy amongst the Mohammnedans in general.
In a collection of his letters, published by his learned mumister Ab-ul-fuzl, there is one
addressed to the king of Portugal, in which he censures in the strongest terms, the slavish
propensity
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lation of the Hedaiya, a code of Mohammedan laws, which has
been found of great use in the administration of justice in Bengal ;
and of Charles- Wilkins, Esquire, the first Enghshman who ac-
quired a cntical knowledge of the language of the Bramins, and
who, by the application of rare talents and industry, by lis own per-
sonal exertions, invented and cast types of the Debnagree, Persic,
and Bengalese characters, in such perfection, that no succeeding
attempts have exhibited any improvement upon his labours. Of
these names, two only survave.

The loss of Mr. Chambers must be particularly lamented, by all
who feel an interest in commumcating a knowledge of the doctrines
of salvation, to the nafives of India. In an early penod of life he
saw and felt the truth and importance of the Christian Religion, and
while his own conduct exhibited the strength of his conviction, he
thought it a duty to employ his talents and acquirements 1n dis-

propensity of mankind, to adopt the religious principles of thew fathers and those
amongst whom they have been brought up, without evidence or investigation ; he avows
his own pleasme and profit, in conversing with the learned professors of different persua-
sions, and desnes that some person of that character, conversant in the Oriental and Eu~
ropean languages, may be sent to hun. He alsd requests translations of the Aeavenly
bools, the Pentateuch, Psalms, and Gospels, or of any others of general utihity
In a code of nstructions, specifically addressed to the officers of his empire, I find the
two following passages :
¢ Do not molest mankind on account of their religious principles,  If in the affairs of
* this world, which are transitory and penshable, a prudent man s guided by a regard to
“ hus interest, still less, in spintual concerns, which are eternal, whilst he retains his
¢ senses, will he adopt what 1s pernicious. If truth be on his side, do not oppose 1t and
“ molest him , butifit be with you, and he fiom want of understanding should have im-
- *“ bibed enioneous notions, 1gnorance 1s his malady, and he 1s to be considered an object
“ of your compassion and assistance, not of molestation and severity. Keep on good
* terms with the upright and virtuous of all persuasions.
¢ The best adoration, which man 1a this world can pay to tus Maker, is duly to ad-
“ dumster the affais of his creatures, discaiding passion and affection, and without dis-
“ tinction of filend or foe, relation or stranger.” L.
seminating
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seminating amongst the untaught natives a knowledge of that
faith, which he regarded of supreme and universal importance.
In this view, he determimned to undertake a translation of the New
Testament into Persian, and devoted all his leisure to the perform-
ance of this task, with the most zealous solicitude to make it
accurate; but he had not completed half the Gospel of St.Mat-
thew, when it pleased Providence to call him out of this life.

/’
r

Such, amongst, others, were the original members of the society
formed at Calcutta, for enquiring into the history, antiquities, the
natural productions, arts, sciences, and literature of Asia, under
,the patronage of Sir William Jones,, who at the first meeting after
the institution was, completed, in his capacity of president, un-
folded, in an elegant and appropriate address, the objects proposed
for thelr researches, and concluded with a promise, which he’amply
discharged, of communicating the result of his own studies and
-enquiries.

That he might be qualified to perform this promise, in a manner
worthy his high reputa:tion, as well as from more commanding mo-
tives, he determined fo commence, without loss of time the study of
the Sanscrit. His reflection had before suggested, that a know-
ledge of this ancient tongue would be of the greatest utility,
in enabling him to discharge with confidence and satisfaction to
himself, the duties of a judge; aud he soon discovered, what sub-
sequent experience fully confirmed, that no rehiance could be placed
on the opinions or mterpretatlons of the professors of the Hindu
law, unless he were qualified to examine their authorities and quo-
tations, and detect their errors and misrepresentations, On the
other hand, he knew that all attempts to explore the religion or
literature of India, through any other medium than a knowledge
of the Sanscrit, must be imperfect and unsatisfactory; it was evi-

II dent,
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dent, that the most erroneous and discordant opinions on these
subjects, had been circulated by the ignorance of those who had
collected their information from oral communications only, and that
the pictures exhibited 1n Europe, of the religion and literature of
India, could only be compared to the maps constructed by the
natives, 1n which every position is distorted, and all proportion
violated. As a lawyer, he knew the value and importance of ori-
ginal documents and records, and as a scholar and man of science,
he disdained the idea of amusing the learned world, with secondary
information on subjects which had greatly interested their curiosity,
when he had the means of access to the original sources. He was
also aware, that much was expected by the literati in Europe, from
his superior abilities and learning, and he felt the strongest inclina-
tion to gratify their expectations in the fullest possible extent.

Of his time he had early learned to be a rigid economist ¥, and
he frequently regretted the sacrifices of it, which custom or cere-
mony extorted. An adherence to this principle, while it restrained
in some degree his habits of social intercourse, necessarily limited

* As a proof of the strict regularity of Sir Wilham Jones in the apphcation of his time,
the reader 1s presented with a transcript of a card 1n his own writing. It contains, indeed,
the occupations which he had prescribed to himself m a period of the following year ; but
amay serve as a sample of the manner in which he devoted his Jeisure hours at all times.

DarLy Stupizs
» for the
Long Vacation of 1785 :

Morning.uwmumaOne letter,

Ten chapters of the Bible.

Sanscnt Grammar,

Hindu Law, &ec.
Afternoon..unneIndian Geography.
Eveningummmas-Roman History.

Chess. Anosto.
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his correspondence with his friends. From the few letters which he
wrote, I shall now select such, as describe his feelings, thoughts,
and occupations, a few months only after his arrival in Bengal.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Mr. Justice-HYDE.

" DEAR SIR; , Friday Eoemng, at the Chambers, Jan, 1784,
Ramlochimd has raised my curiosity by telling me,
that when you bad occasion to receive the evidence of some Mugs,
they produced.a ook in strange square characters, which they
called: Zuboor. Now Zuboor is the name by which the Psalms of
David are known in Asia. May not this book be the Psalms in old
Hebrew or Samaritan, and the people a sect of Jews? Can you
give me any itformation on this head ?- - *'

v

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Mr Justxce HYDE
Garden, May 14 1784,

U 3 ,Many thanks. my dear Sir, for your kind concern and
attention. I was on the bridge by Col, Tolly’s house in the ,m;dst of .
the'storm, my harses mad with the fear of the lightning, and my
carriage every moment in danger of .being overset by, the wind; I
was wet to the skin, and saved from worse inconyenienge by the
diligence of my servants, who .taok off the horses and drew the
carriage to a place of safety.. L am nevertheless in goad health ;
but Lady Jones is not quite recovered frem a severe cold and rheu-
matism, attended with a fever..

C,

* Remember.that I am always ready ta-relieve you at. the cham-
bers in 'the Loll Bazar#, and will cheerfully take the labouring oar

*A house 1 Calcutta, where the pmsné judges of the Snpxeme Court of J udncnture
attended by rotation in the evemng, asjustices of the peace.
next
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nexth month if you please; especially, as I propoese to spend the
long vacation in a floating house, and to leave Calcutta as soon as
the session is over; but I shall return dead or alive before the 22d
of October. I am inexpressibly amused by a Persian translation of
an old Sanscrit hook, called Siry Bha'gwat, which comprizes al-
most the whole of the Hindu religion, and contains the life and
achievements of Crishen ; it is by far the most entertaining book,
on account of its novelty and wildness, that I ever read.
Farewell, and believe me, dear Sir,
Ever affectionately yours,
" Wrrtrram Jowes.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Dr PATRICK RUSSELL.
Calcutta, March 10, 1784.

You would readily excuse my delay in answering your
obliging letter, if you could form an idea of the incessant hurry and
confusion, in which I have been -kept ever since my arrival in
Bengal, by necessary business, or necessary formalities, and by
the difficulty of settling myself to my mind, in a country so dif-
ferent from that which I have left. I am indeed at best, but a
bad correspondent ; for I never write by candle-light, and find so
much Arabic or Persian to read, that all my leisure 1n a morning,
is hardly sufficient for a thousandth part of the reading that would
be highly agreeable and useful to me; and as I purpose to spend
the long vacation up the country, I wish to be a match in conver-
sation with the learned natives, whom I may happen to meet.

1 rejoice that you are so mear, but lament that you are not
nearer, and am not without hope, that you may one day be tempted
to visit Bengal, where I flatter myself you will give me as much of
your company as possible.

Many
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i Many thanks for your kind hints in regard to my health, As to
me, I do not expect, as:long as I stay in India, to be free from a
bad digestion, the morbus Iiteratorum, for:which there is hardly
any remedy, but abstinence from too much food, literary and cu-
linary. + I rise before the sun, and bathe after a gentle ride; my
diet 1s light and sparing, add I go eatly torest ;.. yet the activity of
my mind 1s too strong for my constitution, though paturally not
infirm, and I must be satisfied with a valetudinanan state of health,
If you should meet with any curiosities on the coast, eithier in your
botanical rambles or in reading, and will communicate them to our
society, lately instituted for enquiring into the history, civil and
natuTal, the-antiquities, arts, sciences, and literature of Asia, we
shall give you our hearty'thanks. There is an Abyssinian bere,
who knew Mr. Bruce at Gwender. I have examioed bim, and he
‘confirms Bruce’s'account. Every day supplies me with something
new in Oriental learning, and if I' were to stay here half a century,
I should be continually amused,

Sir- WILLIAM JONES to

. April 13,1784,
- L IO L L. * *

Iam discouraged from writing to you as copiously as I
wish, by the fedr that my letter may never reach you. I inclose
however a hymn to the: Indian cupid, which is here said to be the
only correct specimen of Hindu mythology that has appeared; it
is certainly new ‘and quite original, except the form of the stanza,
which is Milton’s. I add the character of’ Lord Ashburton, which
my zeal for his fame prompted me to publish®.

. ca bl e ’ Had
* Lord Ashb)l‘xlrton died on the 18th of Augusl 1783. His character, written by Si¢

William Jones, is published in vol. iv. of his works, page 577. I transcribe from it the
lagt paragraph, as a proof of the gratitde and sensibility of the wnter,

« For
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# & % % &% * %  Had I dreamt that the
dialogue would have made such a stir, I should certainly have
taken more pans with it. I will never cease to avow and justify
the doctrine compnsed in it. I meant it merely as an imitation of
one of Plato’s, where a boy wholly ignorant of geometry, is made
by a few simple questions to demonstrate a proposition, and I in-
tended to inculcate, that the principles of government were so
obvious and intelligible, that a clown mught be brought to under-
stand them. As to 1aising sedition, I as much thought of raising a
church.

My dialogue contains my system, which I have ever avowed, and
ever will avow ; but I perfectly agree (and no man of sound in-
tellect can disagree) that such a system is wholly inapplicable to
this country, where millions of men are so wedded 'to inveterate
prejudices and habuts, that if liberty could be forced upon them
by Britain, it would make them as miserable as the cruelest des-
potism.

Pray remember me affectionately to all my friends at the bar,
whom I have not time to enumerate, and assure my academical

¢ For some months before his death, the nursery had been his chief delight, and gave
# him more pleasure than the cabinet could have afforded : but this parental .affection,
# which had been a souree of so much felicity, was probably a cause of his fatal illness.
# He had lost one son, and expected 10 lose another, when phe author of this painful
“ tnibute to his memory, parted from him, with tears in his eyes, little hoping to see him
* again in a perishable state. As he perceives, without affectation, that his tears now
“ steal from hun, and begimn to moisten the .paper on which he writes, he reluctantly
¥ leaves a subject; which he could not soon have exhausted ; and when he also shall
¢ resign his Lfe to the great Giver of 1t, he desires no other decoration of huis humble
¢ grave-stone, than this bonourable trath :

¢ With none to flatter, none to recommend,
“ Dunnina approvd, and mark’d him as a friend.”
and
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and professional friends, that I will write to them all when Ihave
leisure. Farewell, &ec.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to CHARLES CHAPMAN, Esq.
Gardens, near dllippre, dpril 26, 1784.
Allow me, dear Sir, to give you the warmest thanksin
my own name, and in that of our infaut society, for the pleasure
which we have received from your interesting account of Cochin-
cbma, with tonsiderable extracts from which we have been favoured
by our patrons.© Our meetings are well attended, and the society
may really be said, considering the recent time of its establish-
Tent, to flourish.
' 3
'We have been rather indisposed, the weather heing such as we
had no idea of in England, excessive heat at noon, and an inces-
sant high wind from morning to night; at this moment it blows a
hurricane, and my study reminds me of my cabin at sea. Our way
of life however is quite pastoral in this retired spot; as my prime
favourites, among all our pets, are two large English sheep, which
came™'with us from Spithead, and, haviog narrowly escaped the
knife, are to live aslong and as happily with us as they can; they
follow us for bread, and are perfectly domestic. We are literally
‘lulled to sleep by Persian nightingales,.and cease to wander, that
the Bulbul, with a thousand Yales, makes such a figure in Oriental
poetry. Since I am resolved to sit regularly in court as long as I
-am well, not knowing how soon I may be forced to remit my at-
tention to business, I shall not be at liberty to enter my budgerow
till near the end of July, .and must be again in Calcatta on the
22d of October, so that my time will be very lumted and I shall
wish if possible to see Benares.

. . » . b

The
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The puncipal object of his meditated excursion was to open
sources of information, on topics entirely new in the republic of
Ictters. The indisposition which he mentions, not without appre-
hensions of its continuance, had not altogether left him when he
commenced his journey, and during the progress of it returned
with a severity, which long held the public 1n anxious suspense,
before any hopes could be entertained of its favourable termi-
nation.

The author of these memoirs saw him in August 1784, at the
house of a friend n the vicinity of Moorshedabad, languid, ex-
hausted, and emaciated, in a state of very doubtful convalescence ;
but his mind had suffered no depression, and exhibited all its ha-
bitual fervour. In his conversation he spoke with rapture of the
countiy, of the novel and interesting sources opened to his re-
searches, and seemed to lament his sufferings, only as impediments
to the prosecution of them. From Moorshedabad he proceeded to
Jungipore, at the distance of a day’s journey only, and from this
place continued his correspondence, which describes his condition..

Sir WILLIAM JONES to CHARLES CHAPMAN, Esq.
Adugust 30, 1784,

Nothing but a series of severe attacks of illness could
have prevented my 1eplying long ago to your friendly letter, Aftér
resisting them by temperance and exercise for some time, I was
quite overpowered by a fever, which has confined me ten weeks to
my couch, but is now almost entirely abated, though 1t has left me
“in a state of extreme weakuess. I had a relapse at Raugamutty,
which obliged me to stay three weeks at Afzalbang, where the
judgment and attention of Dr. Glas, prevented, perhaps serious
conscquences. I have spent two days at this place, and I find my-

5 self
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self 8o much better, that T propose to continue my voyage this
evening: whetherI"shall be'able to go farther-than Patna, (I long'to
see Benares)is very uncertain. This is only the second attempt I
have made to write since my illness; and as I hold my pen:with
some difficulty, I will say no more than that I am, with great
esteem, &c.

P.S. I cannot help adding, that your proposal of extracting
such parts of your very interesting narrative concerning Cochm-
china, as “you may think proper to’deposit among the" archlves of
our society, is the very thing I wished, and T really think it will be
one of our most valuable tracts¥.

| ] - * [ * . *
+ But his thoughts and attention were not confined to the pensh-
able concerns of tlns world only ; and what was the subject of his
meditations in health, was more forcibly -impressed upon his mind
during illness. He knew the duty of resignation to the will of his_
Maker, and of dependence on the merits of a Redeemer; and I find
these sentiments expressed in ashort prayer, whichhe composed
during his indisposition in September 1784, and which I here
insert: -

« O thou Bestower of all Good ! if it please thee to continue my

“ easy tasks in this hfe, grant me strength ‘to perfortm them as a

’

_* The extracts alluded to, have not yet uppeared n the Asiatic Researches. The
voyage which led to that narrative,-was undertaken on the following occmon Two Man-
darins of Cochinchina, had been accidentally brought to Calcutta, in 1778 ; the Governor-
General of India, W. Hastings, Esq., from motives of humamty and policy, furnished the
means of their return to their native country, and Charles Chapman, Esq., at his own re-
quest, was app inted to pany them with‘a P with instr to
establish, if practicable, a commercial intercourse between the Company’s settlements in
India and Gochinchina, and to procure such privileges and ‘advantages for English ves-
sels resorting thu.lxer, as the government of that country might be disposed to grant.

KK « faithful

1.1
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« faithful servant; but if thy wisdom hath willed to end thenr by
¢ this thy visitation, admit me, not weighing my unworthiness,
“ but through thy mercy declared in Christ, into thy heavenly
“ mansjons, that I may continually advance in happiness, by ad-
“ vancing in true knowledge and awful love of thee. Thy will
% be done!” , !

I qtiote with particular satisfaction, this short but decisive tes-
timony of the religious principles of Sir William Jones. Among
many additional proofs, which might be given of them, is the fol-
lowing short prayer, composed on waking, July 27, 1783, at sea,
also copied from his own wniting :

“ Graciously accept our thanks, thou Giver of all Good, for ha~
¢ ving preserved us another night, and bestowed on us another day.
O, grant that on this day, we may meditate on thy law with joy-
“ ful veneration, and keep it in all our actions, with firm obe~
“ dience.”

Minute circumstances frequently tend to mark and develop cha-
racter. As a farther instance of this observation, however trifling it
may appear, the application by Sir William Jones to himself, of
two lines of Milton in his own writing under a card with his printed
name, in addition to more substantial proofs, may be quoted in
evidence of his habitual frame of mind =

Not wand’ring poor, but trusung all his wealth
‘With God, who call'd him to a land usknown.

On another scrap of paper, the following lines appear; they
were written by him in India, but at what period is not known, nor
indeed of any consequence :
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* Sir Epwaip Coxk,
Six hours in sleep, 1n law’s grave study six,
Four spend 1n prayer,—tlte rest on nature fix:
RATHFR,
Seven hours to law, to soothing slumber seven,
Ten to the world allot, and all to Heaven.

If we sometimes suffer the humiliation, of seeing great talents
and extensive erudition prostituted to infidelity, and emplqyed in
propagating misery by endeavouring to subvert the basis of otr
temporal and eternal welfare, we cannot but feel a more than com-
mon gratification, at the salutary union of frue genius.and piety.
Learning, that wantons in irreligion, may, like the Sirius of Homer,
flash its strong: light upon. ns; but though brilliant, it is baneful,
and while: it daezles, makes us tremble for.our safety. . Science
therefore, without piety, whatever admiration it may’excite, will
never be entitled to an equal degree of respect and esteem, with.
the humble knowledge, which makes us wise unto Salvation. The
belief of Sir William Jones in Revelation, is openly and distinctly
declared in his works; but the unostentatious effusions of sequess
tered adoration, whilst they prove the sincerity of his conviction,
give an additional wéight to his avowed opinions. More might be

added on this subject, but it will be communicated in .another
place.

+ + His. next stage was Bhagilpoor,. thé residence of the friend, to
whom the preceding letters were addressed, and here he was long
detained by illness and debility. The vigour of his mind however
still continued \mimpaired,“and except during the severe paroxysms
of disorder, his researches for information were never suspended,
nor would he suffer himself to be debarred from any intercourse
by which’they coald be promoted. It was at this place, during the
hours of convalescence when he was tonfined to his couch, that he

applied
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applied himself to the study of botany ; a science for which he had
early enteértained, a great partiahty, and which he pronounces the
most lovely and fascinating branch of natural knowledge. With
the woiks of Linnzus before him, he procured the plants of the
country to be brought to him, and companng the productions of
nature, with the descriptions and arrangements of the Swedish
philosopher, he beguiled the hours of languor and disease, and laid
the solid foundation of that botanical knowledge, which he ever
afterwards cultivated with increasing ardour and delight.

From Bhagilpoor he pursued his journey to Patna, where he was
again attacked with a severe indisposition. It did not bowever pre-
vent him from proceeding by land to Guyah, famous as the birth-
place of Boudh, the author of a system of philosophy which
labours' under the imputation of athersm y but more fameus for
the annual resort of Hindu pilgrims from all parts of India, who
repair to the holy city for the purpose of making prescribed obla-
tions to their deceased ancestors, aqd of obtaining absolution from
all their sins.

The city of Benares was his next stage, and the limits of his ex-
cursion. He had here an opportunity of seeing the professors of
the Hindu religion, at the most celebrated and aocient university of
India, and had only to regret, that his knowledge of their language
was insufficient to enable him to converse with them witheut the
assistance of an interpreter. After a short residence, which his
sense of duty would not allow him to protract unnecessarily, he
returned by the Ganges ta Bhagilpoor®, where, as he observes, he

had

® From anote written by Sir William Jones, on Major Rennel’s account of Butan
and Tibet, I'extract the following passage. Itis endorsed, as having been intended for

*the Researches of the Asiatic Society, bat 18 not published in them,
- Ju”
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had already found so much hea]th, pleasure, and instruction for
two menths.

In his journey from this place to Calcutta, he visited Gour, once
the residence of the sovereigns of Bengal. Tlus place still exhibits
architectural remaipns of reyal magunificence, which the traveller is
obliged to explore at some personal risk amidst forests, the exclusive
haunts of wild beasts ; for nature has here resumed . her dominiony
and triumphs over the short-lived pride of man. In a lettertoa

A Yo

« Just after sun-set, on the 3th of October 1784, I had a distinct view fiom Bhagil-
¢ poor of CHUMALURY penk, and the adjoining mountans of TiseT, which are very
« clearly seen from Perneia, and were perfectly recollected by a learned member of our
# society, one of the latest travellers to that interesting country, who had obligingly
« ¢ommunicated to me & correct note of the bearings and courses observed in his journey
« from Rengpur to Tassisudden, and thence through Paradgong to Chumalury. The peak
“ bore, very nearly due north to the room, from which it was see, 1n the Touse of Mr.
*« Chapman ; and from the most accurate calculations that I could make, the honizontal
«'Jistance at which it was distinctly visible, must be at least 244 British meles ; there was
« g strong glare fromn the setting sun on the snows of its more western side, and 1t might
¢ gssuredly have been discerned at a mneh greater distance. By an observation of Mr.
« Davis, at Rengpur, and another at Tassisudden, the difference of latitude between the
« place last mentioned and Bhagilpoor, is 163 geographucal, or 188 and a fiaction, Britsh
“ miles : now slthough the 108d from’ Buzadewar in Butan, the latitudé of which was
“ found 10 be 26° 58, d of rough ins and deep valleys, yet the way be-
* tween Paiadgoug and Chumalury, especially from Ch ba, the fronter of Tibet,
« was very level ; and the accuracy of our travellers gives us reason to believe, that then
“ computed miles from Tassisudden were bat little above the standard ; so that having
 mensured the northern sides of the two triangles, formed by their courses WNW, and
« NNW. we could not be far from the trath.*

* The mountains of Chumalury, are the second or third ridge described 1 the Memar.
¢* The Major justly considers the mountains of Himola, for so they are named by the na-
¢ tives from a word sigoifying snew, as equal in elevation to any in the old hemisphere ;
*and an observation of Mr. Saunders at Perncta, added to a remark of Mr. Smith on
¢ the appearance of Chumalury from Moreng, gives abundant reason to think, that we saw
% from Bhagilpoor, the highest mountains in the warld, without excepting the A Npes.”

friend,
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friend®, written after his arrival in Calentta, he has briefly de-
scribed some parts of his journey. ¢ The Mahanada was beautiful,
¢ and the banks of some rivers in the Sunderbunds were magmﬁ- >
“ cent; we passed within two yards of a fine tiger, who gazed
“ on us with indifference;; but we took care for several reasons to
“ avoid the narrow passes at night. As we approached Calcutta,
“ we perceived the difference of climate, and thought of Bhagils
“ poor with pleasure and regret.

¢ I find Calcutta greatly changed ; the loss of Mr. Héstings and
¢ Shoref, I feel very sensibly, and cannot but fear that the pleasure,
 which I derive from other friendships formed in India, will be
¢ followed by the pain of losing my friends next season. This was
“ a great evil at the university, and abates not a little the happi-
“ pess I expected in this country, ~ .

“ Will you have the goodness to ask Mahesa pundit, whether
% the university of Tyrhoot is still supported, and confers degrees
¢ in Hindu law ? One of our pundits.is dead, and we have thoughts
‘ of requesting recommendations from the universities of Hin-
“ dustan, particularly from Benares, and Tyrhoot, if it exists; so
¢ that the new pundit may be universally approved, and the
« Hindus may be convinced, that we decide.on their law from the
“ best information we can procure}.”

“ T am just returned,” (thus he writes to another correspondent,
Dr. P. Russel, March 2, 1785,) “ as it were from the brink of
*¢ another world, having been absent near seven months, and re-
“ duced to a skeleton by fevers of every denomination, with an

% Chacles Chapman, Esq,
+ Warren Hastings, Esq, and Mr. Shore embarked 1n February 1785, for England.
-} The pundits arethe expounders of the Hindu law, 1 which capacity, two constantly
sttended the supreme court of judicature, at Fortwilliam.
A ¢ ohstinate
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@ obstinate bilios HAux at. their heels; My health, is tolerably re-
« stored by:a long ramble through South Behar, and, the distnict of:
s« Benares, of whieh if I were to wrte.an account, I must fill.a’

- % yolume.” ‘ X :

- Thqy whahave perused the description of J oatinay by Sir William
Jones, will regret that: this valume. was never written.. The objects
“presented to his inspectjon dm'lng his journey, afforded ample scope
for his observation, which iwas ,eéqually -qualified. to explore the
beauties .of nature, the works of art; the .discriminations .of cha.x
racter,* and the pmductmms of learningsand science. Mq.ny of the’
remarks and . reflections whlcb be made in. this tour, are transfused
through his. various compdsitions, two. .of whlch were actually’
written, dlmng the course of his j Journey.

The e]ega:nt little tale in verse, under the txtle of The Enchanted,
Fruit, ov Hindu IWife, was eomposed during his residence in Beyhar,
and affords a proof of the success 'of his enquiries, as' well as of his
skill in the happy apphcatlon of the intelligence obtained by them.

The other productxon was a Treatise on the Gods of Greece,
Italy; and India, which he afterwards revised, and presented to the
society. The design of this essay was to point out d resemblance,
too strong to have been accidental, between the popular worship of
the old Greeks and Italians, .and that of the Hindus, and between
their strange religion and that of Egypt, China, Persia, Pﬂrygia,
Pheenicia, and Syria, and even rejnoter nations. The proefof such
resemblance, if satisfactorily estag.isbed, would,. as he remarks, au-
thorize an inference of a general union and affinity between the
most distinguished inhabitants of the primitive world, at the time
when they deviated, as they did too early deviate, from the rational
adoration of the only true God. .

To
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To tlns Journey, undcr Pwvndence,,he was m all probab:hty in-
debtced for the preservation of his life, which without it might have
fallen a sacrifice to the accumulation of disease; aftér his arrival in’
Calcutta, his health was almost’completely restor:ed.

IIe now resumed his functions in the supreme’ court of judfca.-
ture, and rencwed the “meetings of the society, which hdd been in-
terrupted by his absence. -In his,second anniversary discourse;”
which was delivered in February 1785, he notices with pleasure and
surpuze the successful _progress of the institution, and the variety of
sabjects which had been discussed by the members of it : and-as.in his
first address, he had conﬁned himself to ‘the exhibition of a distant
prospect only of the vast career. 6n which “the society was ‘entering ;
m the second, he delineates a shght but. masterly sketth of the
vauous—dlscovenes in history, science, and art, which mxght Justly
be expected to result from its researchés into the hterature of
‘Asia. He mentions his satisfaction at having had_an opportunity of
visiting two angen‘t seats of Hindu religion and literatare, and no-

. tices the impediments opposed by illness to the, prosecution of his
proposed enquiries, and the necessity of leaving them, as-ZEneas is
feigned to have left the shades, when his guide made him recollect
the swift flight of irrevocable time, with a curiosity raised to the
beight, and a regret not easy to be described.

I now return to the correspondence of Sir Willlam Jones, which-
in this year, consists of few letters, and those chiefly addressed to
*John Macpherson, Esq. who, in February 1785, succeeded to the
station of Governor-General of India,- on the departure of Mr.
Hastings. If, in these letters, Sir William adverts to topics not fa-
milar to his readers, they are such as naturally arise out of his
situation and connections. Removed at a distance of a quarter of

* The present Sir John Macpheison, Bart._ B
the



IR Wli‘iium JoNgs. 257

tbe \mrcumf&:ence ~o£ .the globe ﬁ'om 1hé£ sc'ene of pO]ltJCS, in wlnch
he haa taken a deep mterest;, hls a‘tterinon 5 transferred to ney
ob_lects and’ new datles.’lThe semime;xts whaeh' ﬂow- from I‘ns pen;
in’ thg conﬁdential mteremxrse Cof fnendsl‘np, d;slﬂay- ahis mmd tngre
clea.dy‘ than any narraﬁve‘ and the}' a\*etoﬂén such as: muld nqj_:,be
owmiitted without *injurf 40 Ius ,characicrm.; “Somé ‘passages. ‘in the
letters, whxgh as 'les. genera]ly mteréstmgh coui;l be supptessea

rthﬁ'ouj:tbls eﬁ'ect,.liave not beemtmnscnbgd T ’.":’:: . ,{y.
"'".ﬂ iy '} 3‘.« N );, :’ e
S 'WILLI.QM: ONi:S% Jt MACPHERSON, Esq
FIZ A dm. { ‘ K E T :March 1..,.178:3

‘A\ ] {\, ‘1 a}ways thought before T left, England that 4 réga‘fdl
for the pubTxé good*mqulre&’ﬂle ﬁnost#cordxal union betv’zeen the
ex:.cutwé" and _]udxcxaT Rdwe‘rs }ti‘ 'thls country' and I lamented the
‘schuef occasmned by former- dlvxsn.msv "‘Smce’I have no view of.
happiness of this side of the grive,, bt § inid falthful dxschai‘ge of
wy duty;’ I’Ehan(spare no paing'to preserve tbat -cordlahty- whlch
subS1sts, I trusf, and "will subsist, between the 5overnment and,
thejudges. , PR ."’ i.," :".‘.',.

) A Ryt

Lord Bacon, if JI remember ngbt adﬂses evqry statesman ,to
relieve his mind from the ‘fatigues of business By a poem,‘ or a
plospect or any thmg, that raises agreeable 1ma0es nOW as your.'
owvn gardens dﬁ'orti you, the firest "prospects, aud I. ‘should’ only
offer you a view ‘of paddy fields*, I send you for your amusemenf,
what has amused me in the»composmon, a poemy on the old phl-
]osophy and re]xglon of thig country, and. you may depeud on lts
orthodoxy. *The timé approaches when I must leave these recrea-
tions, and return to my desk in court, where however a knowledge.
of the Hindu manners and pre_]udxces may not be useless.,

* Rice fields. i s

1 The Enchanted Fruit; or, Hinda ane Works. vol, vi. p. l77. .

LT : Sir

“«
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Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. MACPHERSON, Esq.

May 17, 1785,
I have so many things, my dear Sir, to thank you for,.
that I ‘scarce know where to begin. “To follow the order of time,
I must i the first place give you my hearty thanks for your kind:
and pleasing leiter of last week, which shews that your mind can
grasp the whole field of Literature and criticism, as well as that of
politics, and that in the manner of ancient rulers in Asia, parti-
cularly Cicera, the governorof Cilicla, you unite the charaeter of the
statesman and the scholar. Next for the news, which hason the whole
given me pleasure, and in particular, what both pleases and surprises
we, that Lord Camden has accepted;the® post of president of the
council. You know the opinion which'I eatly formed of Pit; and
that opinion will be raised still higher, if he has shewn himself (not
merely, indsfferent, but) anxious that the reins of this government
may long continue i1n the hands which now hold them, and which,.
though mortals, as Addison says, cannot -command success, will
certamly deserve it. I anxioulsy wish, for the sake of the public,
that not only the operations of the law, but the cordial assent of
those on whom it depehds, have already secured your seat, as long
as 1t may be consistent with your happiness to fill it.—
* * LY » & »
I will not fail to talk with Mr, Chambers on the college, and beg
you to assure yourself, that I shall ever be happy in my sphere to:
give my humble assistance whenever you may require 1t.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. MACPHERSON, Esq.

May 29, 1785 .
~ It was my intention to present to you in the author’s.
name, the books which I now send. The poet Zainudeen was re-

commended.
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commended to me soon “aftet'I came to Indxa, as a worthy in-
genious'old man. I mciosq his, Jyerses to, you, thh a basty trans-
lation* on the back of the papet,uof the ’oest couplets. "The
smaller volume contains. part of the.epxc poem, .which is written
with enthusiasm; and the other volumé is ﬁlled “with- odes and
relegies; all jin the old. man’s wntmv., He is’ marrzed R zmmor:tal‘
werse, and his highest ambition is to be an+atom i 'one gf yozm sun

beams. - VU "‘. L
: - .\" L AR

* This translation, as & spemmen pf the tastz B0d adulatory style of modé'm Persxan
poets, is inserted for the reader’s entertafnmenﬁ« [ AR ‘! RPN ,~\ .

Macpherson exalted as the sky, prospetous fnetby \lndertakmgs, who like the sun rel,
ceivest even atoms ia thy beams !. Thou ar;,«t'he Just oné of ghm ege ;.and in thy name, that
of Nushirovan revives, “Widli the'sid of Tesus (blessed bé hnsnmne " the gevernment ac-
qmres its stablhty fiom thy mnd. I have composed a poem’ 1n words of truth; beginning’
with & panegyric on the company.. It dntans a recital of the wars of the ‘English,
descubed‘wnh an anunated pexw« By the'command’ of° Hamngs, ermded t,oweveunce,
1 begat. s hook on the victorys of Benares ; but-before the gompletion af my ik, that
honourable man returned to his country. In thy govemment, has my woik been com~
pleted, and with thy name have I adomed its opening, in hopé, that thou wilt send me
fresh materials, to decome with'g verses the cheeks of my book. If I compose a
Shahnameh, on the glonous neme of the King of England, the boak will fly over Tran
and Turan, and, the deeds of thy nation will blnze like the sun; if I sing the achieve-
ments of the-English, the name of Parveiz will be no more mentioned. If I open a
chapter of their conquests, Afiasiab will tremble under the earth; thé rapid motion of
my dark reed will make Rustem halt and droup. Hear my steains with discermment, and
my pen shall som with the wings of a falcon? Favour me, as Sultan Mahmoud shewed
kindneas to Férdosi, that we may be a pair of tuneful mghtingales. | .

The actions of all nations dre commeinoated, let those of the Engllsh "be celebrated
under thy auspices. Moy thy orders be resistless as the sea; the head of the contuma-
cious be 1 thy pnwer, and the seal of government hear thy name! ) ’

3

On the names mentioned 1n this translation, it may be sufficient, to observe that Fer-
dosi is the Homer of Persxa, who composed an heroic poem’ under the title of Shahnameh;
that the name of Nushirovan, is proverbial for justice; that Iran and Turan are Persia

and Tartary ; aud that the other persons muoduced were hings or heroes of thase
countiies, -

Sir



-260 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF

'
v

Sir WILLIAM JONES to, J MACPHERSON Esq.
. . ) May 1785.
The ornament of the faith (for that is the bard’s name}
Rainudeen will wait upon you on Wednesday; his style of compli-
ments 15 moderate in companson of most Oriental compositions
other poets of this country would have entreated you not to nde on
horseback, lest you should cause an earthquake i India when you
mounted. This was actually said to a prince at Delhi, who plea~
santly bade the poet comfort himself, and assured hlm, that he
would ever after go in a palanqum..
Sir WILLIAM JONES to J MACPHERSON Esq.
. ¢ May 26, 1785..
" The reguIatlon which you made concermng the Ma-~
drissa* is so salutary, that few things would grieve me more than to
see it frustrated. Your predecessor has often mentioned to me, ‘the
high opinion “which he had formed of the rector, but (I know not
for what reason) he is very unpopular: Perbaps it is only faction,
too common in most colleges at our universities, of the students
agamnst the head. ' *

.

.

* The passages in these letters relating to the Madrissa or college, as an establishment
of national importance, ments a more parnculsr explanation. Mr. Hastings, whilst he
held the office of governor-general, with a view fo promote the knowledge of Moham-~
medan law, as essential to the due administration of justice to the natives of India, had
established a college at Calcutta, 1n which pative students were admitted and taught at
the public expence. This institution was dictated by a wise policy , 1t was caleulated 1o
conciliate the affections of the Mussulmans, and to ensure a succession of men properly
qualified by education to expound the law of the Koran, and to fill the 1mportant offices.
of magstrates 1n the courts of justice. The president of this college had been selected
with every attention to his character and ability, but some representations having been
made to lis disadvantage, the succeeding governor-general, J. Macpherson, Esq. con-
sulted Sir Williara Jones, on. the regulations proper to be established for promoting the
landahle objects’of the 1nstitution, and controlling 1ts condnct. -

It
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Itisa, remark of J ohnsoﬂ’ *’ that as spiders wopld® ‘make sxlk 1f>
they cotild agree together, »50 men of lgtters would be useful to the
pubhc, i they wetq ‘pot perpetua]ly' at variance. Besides my

rapprobation as a good citizen of your regu]atmns, I have a par-
-ticular interest.in the. tonduet of’ Muyluddeen, who is Maulayyt of
the court agd as such ought to be omni exceptione major. "I' be<
Teve “from: my conversation with fnm, that he is not a’fnan of deep‘
learning ; but his-manners are not unpleasmc; The proposal which °
you make, cannot but produce good ‘effects ; but X hardly. know
any member of our socxety, who answexs your descnptxon for a;
visutor under your; dzrectums, except MrkChambers,,and hxsqeptfrt
mlght be depended on.,; I il if "you p]ease, _propose-it'on Thurs- -
day, . The -students, brought a,, complangt before me. lgst term,
which 1, dnsmlsse& as'not’ being within."my ‘c‘bcmzancel t.hgt their
allowances .were taken Sy the “head, who lef; them. mthout “sub®
sistence?y. but whether this be-tfue or false, 1t will Ith.bb aﬁhss for
the Mau.lavy to know, that he is subject to v1s:tatxon from time to
ume. , . . - ey

- L4
~ '} Ny - . -
. ‘ ¢ * M,

If the best mtentnons can ensure safety, you‘ ‘have rothing ta ap-
prehend ; but, a]as!}my friend, if, you, can " be safe dnly in fixed
unanimous qpxmons of stutute law, you can seldom, I ‘fear, act
with perfect conﬁdence Such 15 the imperfection of human «lan-
guage, that few written laws are free from ambiguity ; and it rarely
happens that many minds, arg qmted in the same interpretation of
them. . . ’

- -
» Y ow

A statesmal; told Lord Coke, that he meant to consult him on a
point of law. *Tf it be common law,” said Coke, “ I should be*
* ashamed if ¥ could not give you are ady answer; but; if it be

- e

. . } v g
.& Originally Reaumur’s: + Expounder of the Moha;nmed,ui law.
= statute ~
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« statute-law, I should be equa]]y'ashamed if I answmed you
# jmmediately,” - L 1P

1 will here only set down a few rules of interpretation which the
wisdom of ages has established, where the sense of the words is* at
all ambigyous. :

1. The intention of the wr lter must be sought, and prevail over
the literal sense of terms; but penal laws must be. strictly ex-
pounded against offenders, and liberally against the offence.

2. All clauses, preceding or subsequent; must be taken together*
to explain ‘any one doubtful clause. w

3. When 4 case is expressed to remove any deubt, whether it was
included or pot, the extent of the clause, with iegard to cases not
SO expressed, 1s by no means restrained. ¢

4. The conclusion of a phrase s not confined to the woras imme=
diately precedmg, but usually extended to the whole anteccdent
phrase.

These are copious maxims, and, with half a dozen more, are the
stars by which we steer in the construction of all public and pri.
vate writings.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. MACPHERSON, Esq.’

Court House, July.

‘We have just convicted a low Hindu of a foul con-

spiracy, which would have ended in perjury, and (as his own law-

giver says) in every cause of damnatlou If richer men were of the

plot, 1 hope our court will escape the reproach of. the satirist, that

“laws resemble cobwebs, which catch flies and let the wasps
“ break through.”

3 Sir
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’WILLIAM JQNES to J. MACPHERSON Esq.’
August 14, 1785.
1'give, you my hearty thanks, my dear Sir, for the
hrstory of the Roman Republic, which I read with particular
pleasure. . '

v

’

%

< » Looking over my shelves the other day, T laid my ‘hand' on the
annexe& httle book ascribed to Sir Walter Raleigh ; 3{: is, like most
posthumous‘works, incorrect, but contains, with some rubbish, a-
‘number of wise aphorisms and pertinent examples ; it is rather the”
common-pla;ce book of somé Statesman, than a well dmested trea-
tise, but it/ has amused me on a second reading, apd I hope it will ’
amuse & few of your leisure mo}neuts. L
ﬁ'.“‘ N = 2« "F & ® = R
‘ The‘somety of Sir William Jones was too attractivel Yo allow
hlm to employ his leisure hours in those studies, which he so eagerly
desu‘ed to cultivate, and although no man was more happy in the
conversation of hns friends, he soon found that the unrestrained en~
Joyment of this gratxﬁcatlon was incompatible with his attention to
hterary pursuits. He determined therefore to seek some retirement,.
at no great distance from Calcutta, where he might have the benefit

. of .air and exercise, and prosecute his studies without interruption,
"during the vacations of the dupreme court. ¥or this-purpose, he
made choice of & residence at Crishnagur, which had a particular
attraction for hu’n, from its vmmty to a Hmdu college,. and from,
this spot he writes to his friends,

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Dr. PATRICK RUSSEL. -
Sept. 8, 1785 ,

Your two kind Jetters found me overwhe]med with the
busmess of a severe sessions and term, which lasted two months,
and
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IS
and fatigued me so much, that I was forced to hasten from Cal-
cutta as fast as winds and oars could carry me. I am now at the
" ancient umversity of Nadeya, where I hope to learn the rudiments
of that venerable and intcresting language which was once ver-
nacular 1n all India, and 1n both the peninsulas with their islands.
" Your pursuits must be delightful, and I shall be impatient to'see,
the fruit of your learned labours. Our society goes on slowly;
and hot-bed fruits are not so good to my taste as those which

ripen naturally.
* & [ *® ] -

Dr. Keenig’s loss will be severely felt; he was a valuable man,
with as much simplicity as nature herself, whose works-he studied.
Do you know when his books are to be disposed of 7 I should
wish to purchase his Linnaus, . .

Sir WILLIAM JONES to CHARLES CHAPMAN, Esq.
- Sept. 28, 1785,
I am proceeding slowly, but surely, in this retired
place, in the study of Sanscnit ; for I can no longer bear to be at
the mercy of our pundits, who deal out Hindu law as they please,
and make it at reasonable rates, when they cannot find it ready .
made. I annex the form adopted by us for the oaths of Mussul-
mans; you will in your discretion adopt or reject 1t, and if you
can collect from Mahesa pundit,, who seemed a worthy  honest
man, how Hindu witnesses ought to be examined, and whether the
Bramins can gwe absolution (I think they call it pryarchitt) for
perjury, and in what case, you will great]y oblige me, and contri-
bute to the advancement of justice.

* * [ ] * * [ ]
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. The conclusion of this letter expresses'a sentiment, which, as a
judge in Bengal, and friend of human nature, he always consi-!
dered an object of the first importance. ’

v ' i

The period of his residence at his country cottage, was neces-
sarily himited by the duty of attending the supreme court: on his’
return to Calcutta, 1n October, he writes to John Macpherson, Esq.
¢ Lady Jones, and myself, received much benefit from the dry seil:
« and pure zir of Crishnagur; how long my health will continue
“ in this town, with constant attendance In court every, morning,
« and the irksome business of justice of peace in the afternoon, I
% cannot , foresee. 1f temperance and composure of mind ,will
“avail, I shall be well; but I would rather be a valetudinarian,,
¢ all my lfe, than leave unexplored the Sanscrit mine which I
4 have just opened.

« ] have brought with me the father of the university of Nadya,
« who, though not a Brahmin, has taught grammar and ethics to
¢ the most ]earned Brahmins, and has no priestly pride, with
# which, his pupils in general abound.”

In the year 1785, a periodical work was undertaken at Calcutta,
under the title of the Asiatick Miscellany, which has been ignorantly
ascribed to the Asiatick Society, with whose researches it had no
connection. The title of the work indicates the nature of its con- |
tents, which consisted chiefly of extracts from books published in
Europe, relating to India, of translations from Oriental Authors,
and of poems and essays. The editor was occasionally assisted by
the literary talents of gentlemen in India, and we find in the two
first volumes, which were published in the years 1785 and 86, the
following compositions of Sir William Jones, who never neglected
any opportunity of contributing to the advancement of Oriental

MM literature :
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Iiterature : the tale of the Enchanted Fruit, which has already
been mentioned, six hymns® addressed to as many Hindu deities,
a literal translation of twenty tales and fables of Nizami, expressly
intended to assist the students of the Persian language, besides
other smaller pieces, from which I quote with pleasure, the fol-
lowing beautiful tetrastick, which is a literal translation from the

Persian:
On parent knees, a naked, new-born child,
Weeping thou sat’st, while all around thee smil’'d :
So live, that, smking 1n thy last long sleep,
Calm thou may’st smile, when all around thee weep.

The hymns, which are original compositions, are descriptive of
the Hindu ‘deities, to whom they were addressed, and a short in-
troductory explanation accompanies each. ' The mythological allu-
sions and Sanscrit names, with which they abound, are not suffi-
ciently familiar to the English reader, to enable him to derive that
pleasure from them, which those who are acquainfed with the manners
and mythology of the Hindus feel in the perusal of these hymns ;
but whilst they mark ‘the taste and' genius of the author, they
supply a fund of information; equally novel and curious. We con-
template with dehight and surprise the admirer of the Grecian bards,
and the pupil of the Grecian sages, led by his enthusiasm from the
bapks of the Ilyssus to the streams of the Ganges, celebrating, inf

* In his hymn to Surya, or the Sun, Sir Wilkem Jones alludes to himself in the fol.
lowing beautiful ines:
And, if they ask what mortal pours the strain
Say (for thou seest earth, air, and main),
Say, “ From the bosow of yon smlver isle,
‘Where skies more softly smile,
He came; and hsping our celestial tongue,
Though not from Brahma sprung,
Draws orient knowledge, from its fountains pure, ,
Through caves obstructed long, and paths too long obscure.”

strains
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strains not unworthy, of Pindar, the fabulous divinities of Indis, and
exploring the. sources.of the Egyptian and Persiau theéology, and
.of the tenets: of . the'Ionic and Italic'schools.of philosophy. These
compositions were the elegant amusements of hours of leisure and
relaxation;: which he neversuffered 'to, interfere with, his publie
duties. . | They prove' the versatility ‘of: those intellectual powers,
which . could. immediately turh frém -the investigation of legal
causes Qx.the salution of abstruse mathematical proplems, to ex-
plain and adorn the mythological fictions of the Hindus, in.odes
which the Bramins would have approved and admired. The
variety ofithedsures.adopted.in thecompbsitién {of these hyrhns is
remaxkable. each of the mine* has a different form of versificatiod,
‘gnd if they ard.not all equally harinoniots, they are all regular. The
openipg and conclusion of the. Hymmto'Narayon are very sublime{
R ST VS U S S SOV O B DERL 1 A

On the se¢ond. 6f February+1786, Sir William Jones' dehvered to
the society his. third dnnual discourse; in' which he proposed to fill
up the outlines.delineated in hisitwo former addresses, and promised,
if the state of his health should pérmit him to continue long enough
in India, to prepare for the annual'méetings of the society;. a series
of short dissertations unconnected in their titles, but all leading to
one common point. of 6 '§mall importahicé]*inlthe’ purkuit .of in-
teresting, truths: . He exhibits, in this discourse, a proof of the suc-
cessful application of his timé to thé study of Sanscrit, and speaks
with increased confidence of the result of his new attainments. The
conclusion expresses - his regret; at the departure for Europe of the
very ingenious member who first opened the mine of Sanscrit litera-
ture, an honourable tribute to the merit of Mr, Charles Wilkins.

Sir William had long proposed making an excursion to Chatigan,
the eastern limits of the British dominions in Bengal. Exclusively

* He wrote three more hymns afterwards. £
(o)
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of his anxiety to acquire, from local observation, a knowledge of
the state of the country, and of the manners and characters of the
natives, a prudent attention to the re-establishment of his health,
which had suffered from an unremitted application to his publie
duties as judge and magistrate, as well as a regard for that of
Lady Jones, now rendered the journey expedient. In the begin-
ning of 1786, after the recess of the court, he had an opportunity
of executing his plan, and repaired to Chatigan by sea, in Fe-
bruary.

A short time before his departure, a discussion had taken place
between the judges of the supreme court of judicature, and the
executive government of Bengal, respecting a resolutionr adopted
by the latter, altering the mode in which the salaries of the judges
had been paid. They remonstrated against the resolution, and the
Jetter written by Sir Wilham Jones to Sir J. Macphersen on the
occasion, is so strongly characteristic of that independent spirit
which he always possessed, that on this account it merits insertion.
The remainder of his correspondente of this year, as far asitis
proper to lay it before the public, follaws in the order of its dates.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to Sir . MACPHERSON, Bart.

MY DEAR SIR, Phanx Sloop, Feb. 5, 1786.
Had I known where Captain Light* lived in Cal-

cutta, I would not have troubled you with the annexed letter, but
I must request you to forward 1t to him. It is an answer to an
excellent letter from him, which I received near a twelvemonth
ago. Ianxiously hope he has completed (what no other European
could begin) a version of the Siamese code. .

*® Captain Light was appointed superintendant of a new settlement at Penang, er
Prince of Wales's Islend.  He was thoroughly conversant in the Malay dialect.

My
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"My voyage to the eastern coast will, I trust, be very pleasant,
and I hope we shall make our part good against the scoundrel
Peguers ; though if we descry a fleet of boats, I believe it will be
wiser to retreat on the wings of the:Pheenix; for I am not poet
enough to believe, that another will rise from her ashes.

* ¢ o

I lament that' our respective engagements have prevented our
meeting often, since the end of the rains; but six or seven hours in
the morning, and two or three in the evening, spent in unremitted
labour 'for the:last three months, fatigued me so.much that I had
no leisure for sooiety, scarc'ely any for natural repose. My last act
was to sign, our letter, to your board on the subject of our salarxes,
and I ‘'wou '}& have called upon you to expostulate amicably on the
measure you had pursued, if I had not wished to spare you the pain
of defending indefensible steps, and the difficulty of finding reasons
to support the most unreasonable conduct.. Many passages in the
letter were softened by my brethren, for I, who have long been
habituated to ancient simplicity, am ever inclined both to write and
speak as I think and:feel ; and I should certainly have asked, if
we hdd conversed on this matter, whether distressing and pinching
the judges, and making them’ contemptible in the eyes of the
natives, and of their own servants, was, as you expressed your-
self last summer, assisting them with heart and band; or whether
forming resolutions, as the sub-treasurer wrote me word three weeks
ago concerning them,: of which they were the last men in the set-
tlement to hear, was intended as a retarn far that perfect cordiality,
as far as honesty permitted, which .J had assured you and Mr.
Stables, to be one of the golden rules which I had-early resolved
to pursue in my judicial character.

In a word, the measure is so totally” indefensible, that it would
have given me as much pain as yourself, to have discussed it. I
. have
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have marked the progress of this business from the morning, when
I received Mr. M.s note; and I am well persuaded, that the in-
vasion of our property, was not an 1dea conceived or approved by
you, but forced on you by some financier, who was himself deluded
by a conceit of impartiality, not considering that the cases were
by no means parallel ; under this persuasion, I beg you to believe,
that the measure has not yet made any change in the sincere esteem,
with which I am, dear Sir, ,
Your faithful humble servant,
Wirriam JoNEs.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to THOMAS CALDICOTT, Esq.

. Chatigan, Feb. 21, 1786,

I have been so loaded with business, that I deferred

writing to you, till it was too late to write much, and when the term

ended, was obliged, for the sake of my wife’s health and my own,

to spend a few weeks in this Indian Montpelier, where the hil-

locks are covered with pepper vines, and sparkle with blossoms

of the coffee tree; but the description of the place would fll

a volume, and I can only wnte a short letter to say, si vales, bene
est; valeo.

Sir WILLIAM JONES to GEORGE HARDYNGE, Esq.
. Feb. 29, 1786,
A word to you, no! though you have more of wisdom
(et verbum sapienti, &c.) than I have, or wish to have of popu-
lanity, yet I would not send you one word, but gmlhons and tril-
hons of words, if I were not obliged to reserve them for conversa-
tion. The immeasurable field, that lies before me in the study of
Sanscrit and of Hindu jurisprudence (the Arabic laws are familiar
to



" SIR WILLIAM JONES. « 271

to'me)‘compels me for the présent, to suspend .ny -intention of
corresponding regularly thh thode T love *.—

WL |£'y‘ t i

: Su' WILLIAM JONES to Sir J: MACPHERSON, Bart.

N . y ! » Jafferabad, Feb. @7, 1786..
‘™ 4 I cannot vexpress, my-deat Sir, the pleasures which L

have just Tecelved “from that. part of the Board’s letter to us, im

which they' sét us right in. out ‘misconception of their preceding

letter. AR T ra

4 [ X4
Foveas & v B . . . '

1 rejoice’that we ‘were'mistaken, and have just signed our reply ;
it will, I+ persuade myself, restore the harmony: of .our ‘concert,
which if worldly'affais have - any: analogy to music, will rather be
improved. than' spdiled by a short dissonant interval. You, who
are a' musiclahy will ‘feel "the tons. of . this' métaphor; as: to my

b ¢ ER NN ) i o I 2 . LI
% The followmg sonnet, written some yeara before ihe date of SII‘ lelmm J'oness
letter, was addressed by hum to his fiiend : .
A T I R D G toe

To G. Hunn{cs, Esq.

' Harpyne¢x, whom Camden’s voice, and Camden’s fame,

To noblejthoughts, and ]ngh attempts e'xclte,
‘Whom thy learn’d sire's well polish’d lays inyite,

To kindle in thy breast, Phoebean ﬂame,

Oh rise! ohi emulate their lives, and claim.’
* The glorious meed of many a studious night, , !
And many a day spent jn asserung night,

Repressing wrong, and bnngmg fraud to shame.

Nor let the glare of wealth, or pleasure’s bow’rs
Allure thy fancy. Think how Tully shone, '

Think how Démosthenes with heav'nly fire -

Shook Philip’s throne, and lighten'd o'er his tow'ss,
‘What gave them strength? Not eloquence aloneq

But minds elate ahove each low desire,

w.J

harsher
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harsher notes, quicquid asperius dictum est, indictum esto. Ia:
fact (you could not know it, but) I never had been so pinched in
my life, for the last three months ; having bought company’s bonds,
(which nothmg but extreme pecessity could have made me sell at
30 per cent. discount), I was unable to pay my physician, or my
munshis, and was-forced to borrow (for the first time in my Iife) for
my daily rice ;»'what was worse, I was forced to borrow of a black
man, and 1t was like touching a snake or the South American eel;
in short, 1f our apprehensions had been well grounded, two of us
had resolved to go home next season. DBut your letter dispersed
all clouds and made my mind as clear as the air of this fine chimate,
where I expect to escape the heats, and all the 1lls they produce in
a constitution lilke me. I confess I wish you had accepted our
offer, for half my salary is enough for me, and I would have re-
cewved the remainder cheerfully . on any terms, as I have bitherto
done; but as it is, we are all satisfied, and your offers were so
equal, that either would have been satisfactory to me.

You must know better than I can, though I ath so much nearer
the place on the frontiers where Major Ellerker is now encamped.
I can hardly persuade myself that Myun Gachim Fera*, with all
his bravery in words, will venture to pass the NAf; the whole
story is curious, and as I am on the spot, I wish to write it with all
the gravity of an historian, especially as I can pick out some part
of the Pegu general’s original letter, the characters of which are
little more than the nagar: letters inverted and rounded.

I now sit opposite to the seas, which wafted us gently hither in
the Pheenix ; and our voyage was well timed, for had we staid two
days longer, we should have been in a north-wester. A beautiful-

. ® A general in the service of the king of Ava, who appeared on the frontiers of Cha-
tigan, with an am:;y. The N&f, 1s the boundary niver between Chatigan and Aracan.

vale
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‘vale lies between the: hillock on which the house is built and the
"beach, on' all the other sides' are hills'finely diversified with groves,
‘the walks are scented'with blossoms of the champac*® and nagasart;
and the plantations of pepper and coffee are’equally new and
pleasmg My wife, who desires her best remembrance, amuses her-
self with driwing, and I with! botany.: If (whlch I trust will not be
the case) you should be indisposed, thls is the Montpeher whxch
will restore you to health.

< - Sir WILLIAM J’ONES to Mr. Jushce "HYDE.

. Jqﬁrabad, Apral 30, 1786.
, . I delayéd, my dear Si¥, to answer your kind letter of

the 10th, until T could give you an accurate account 6f 'my motions
towards Calcutta.” We shall not stay here a whole week longer,
" but proceed, as soon as we can make preparations for our journey, to
the burning well}, and thence through- Tipera to Dacear: an old
engagement will oblige us-to deviate 4 little out of our way to Co-
marcaly ; and if the Jellingy be navigable, we shall soon be in
‘Calcutt'x,
* Lin. Michelia. + Lin. Mesua. )

I The burmng well is situated abont twenty-two miles fiom Chatigan, at the terminas
tion of a vnlley surrounded by hills. I visted it w1 1778, and fiom recollection am
enabled td give the following account of it. The slmp’e of the well, or rather reservoir,
is oblong, about six feet by four, and the depth dbes not exceed twelve feet,* The water
which 1s always cold 13 supphied by a spring, and there 1 a conduit for casrying off the
superfluity; a part of the surface of the well, about a fourth,. 13 covered with brick-work,
which 1s nearly ignited by the flamés, which 8ash without intermissiori from the surface
of the water, It would appear that an inflammable vapour escapes thraugh the water,
which takes five on contact with the external air; the perpetuity of the Haine 1s occa-
sioned by 'the ignited bock-work, as without this, much of the vapour would escape
without conflagrauon.  This was proved by taking away the covering of brick-work afier
the etincuion of the heat, by throwing upon it the water of the well  The flames sull
continued to buwrst forth from the surfuce, but with momentary jotermissions, and the
vopour was always immediately kindied by holding a candle at a small dis