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Ordered,—[ Monday, 23rd July 1888]:—THAT a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into the facilities which exist for the creation of Small HoMings in Land in Great
Britain; whether, either in connection with an improved system of Local Government or

\ otherwise, those facilities may be extended ; whether, in recent years, there has been any
diminution in the number of Small Owners and Cultivators of Land; and whether there
is any evidence to show that such diminution is due to legislation,

TaAaT the Committee do consist of Seventeen Members.

Committee nominated of—

Sir Edward Birkbeck. Sir William Hart Dyke.

Mr. Broadhurst. Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Sir George Campbell. Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain. Mr. Compton Lawrence.

Mr. Chaplin. Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Cobb. Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Jesse Collings. Mr. Robert Reid. )
Viscount Curzon. Mr. Halley Stewsrt.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.

THAT the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records.

TrAT Five be the Quorum of the Committee.
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R EP OR T

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Facilities which
exist for the creation of SMALL HoLpiNGs in LAND in GREAT BriTaIN;
whether, either in connection with an improved System of LocaL
GOVERNMENT or otherwise, those Facilities may be extended ; whether,
in recent years, there has been any diminution in the number of SmaLL
OwnEeRs and CuLtivaToRrs of LAND ; and whether there is any evidence
to show that such diminution is due to legislation :——HAVE agreed to
the following REPORT :—

Your Committee, having been unable at this period of the Session to inquire
into the subject referred to them, have agreed to recommend that a Committee

on the same subject should be appointed in the next Session of Parliament.

10 August 1888.

——————




PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

I'riday, 10th August 1888.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Sir Edward Birkbeck. Mzr. Joseph Chamberlain,
Mr. Broadhurst.

Viscount Curzon.
Mzr. Cobb. Sir William Hart Dyke.
Mr. Jesse Collings. Sir Walter Foster.
Sir George Campbell. Mr. Halley Stewart.

Mr. JoserH CHAMBERLAIN was called to the Chair.

The Committee deliberated.

DRAFT REPORT, proposed by the Chairman, read the first time, as follows :—

“ Your Committee, having been unable at this period of the Session to inquire into the
subject referred to them, have agreed to recommend that a Committee on the same
subject should be appointed in the next Session of Parliament.”

DrarT REPORT, proposed by the Chairman, read a second time, and agreed (v,

Ordered, To Report.
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SmarLrn HorLpixes,

Orzlered,—[Frz'day, 15¢th March 1889] :—THAT a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into
the facilities which exist for the creation of Small Holdings in Land in Great Britain; whether,
either in connection with an improved system of Local Government or otherwise, those facilities
may be extended ; whether, in recent years, there has heen any diminution in the number of Small

Owners and Cultivators of Liand; and whether there is any evidence to show that such diminution

is due to legislation.

Tuar the Committee do consist of Seventeen Members.

Committee nominated of—"

Sir Edward Birkbeck. Sir William Hart Dyke.

Mr. Broadhurst. Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Sir George Campbell. Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain. Mr, Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Chaplin. Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Cobb. Mr, James William Lowther,
Mr. Jesse Collings, Mr. Halley Stewart,
Viscount Curzon. Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.

THAT the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records.

THAT Five be the Quorum of the Committee.

Ordeved,—[ Thursday, 2nd May 18897 :—THAT Mr. Cobb be discharged from the Committee.

TraT Mr. Seale-Hayne be added to the Committee.

REPORT - - - - - « - = = = = -« - < pii

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE - - - - - - = piv
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE - - - - - - = == - =.<op 1
p-495

APPENDIX - - - - - o & - 4 4 - e e
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R EPORT

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Facilities which exist for
the creaﬁion of SmaLL Houpings in LAND in GREAT BRITAIN; whether, either
in connection with an improved System of Locar GOVERNMENT or otherwise,
those Facilities may be extended; whether, in reeent years, there has been any
diminution in the number of SmaLL OwnNERs and CuLTivaTOoRs of LAND;
and whether there is any evidence to show that such diminution is due to

legislation :——HAVH agreed to the following REPORT :—

Your Committee have taken evidence upon the matters referred to them; but, as it
will not be in their power to make a full Report in the present Session, they have agreed
to report the Evidence already taken, with an Appendix, and to recommend that a

Committee on the same subject should be appointed in the next Session of Parliament.

9 August 1889.

————m—
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

Tuesday, 26th March 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Sir Edward Birkbeck. Sir William Hart Dyke.

Sir George Campbell. Mr. Thomas Ellis,

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain. Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Cobb. Mz, Llewellyn.

Mr. Jesse Collings, Mr. James William Lowther,
Viscount Curzon. Mr. Halley Stewart.

Sir Charles Dalrymple. Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Mr. JosepE CHAMBERLAIN was called to the Chair.

The Committee deliberated.

[Adjourned till Friday, the 5th April, at Twelve o'clock.

Friday, 5th April 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT :
Mr. Josepr CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir George Campbell. Mr. Chaplin,

Mzr. Jesse Collings. Mr. Cobb.

Sir Charles Dalrymple, Mr. Thomas Ellis,

Mr. Llewellyn. Mr. James William Lowther:
Mr. Halley Stewart. Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Mr. Jesse Collings, a Member of the Committee, was examined.

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Tuesday, 9th April 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr, JosepH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.
Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campbell.

Mr. Cobb. Sir William Hart Dyke.
Viscount Curzon. Sir Walter Foster.

Sir Charles Dalrymple. ) Mr. Chaplin.

Mr, James William Lowther. Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Mr. Halley Stewart. Mr. Angus Sutherland.
Mr. Thomas Eilis.

Mr. Arthur Arnold was examined.

[Adjourned till Tuesday, 30th April, at Twelve o'clock.
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SELECT COMMITTEE OX SMALL HOLDINGS.

Tuesday, 30th April 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. JosErH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair,

Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campbell.
Mr, Chaplin.

Mr. Cobb.

Mr. Jesse Collings.
Viscount Curzon.

Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Halley Stewart.

Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Angus Sutherland,

Mr. Jesse Collings, a Member of the Committee, was examined.

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o’clock.

Friday, 3rd May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. JosEpH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Mr. Broadhurst.

Mr. Chaplin.

Mzr. Jesse Collings,

Viscount Curzon.

Mr, Thomas Ellis.

Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. James William Lowther.

Mr. Liwellyn.

Sir Edward Birkbecl .
Mr. Halley Stewart.
Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Angus Sutherland.
Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Jesse Collings, a Member of the Committee, was examined.

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Twelve o’clock.

Tuesday, 7th May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Mr. JosErpH. CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campbell
Mr. Jesse Collings.

Mr. Chaplin.

Viscount Curzon,

Sir Charles Dalrymple.
Sir William Hart Dyke.
Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr, James William Lowther.
*Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Halley Stewart,

Mr. Angus Sutherland,

Sir Walter Foster,

Mr. Albert Pell and Mr. Jesse Collings (a Member of the Committee), were examined.
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[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o’clock.




vi PROCEEDINGS OF THE

Friday, 10th May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosEpr CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir Edward Birkbeck. Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Broadhurst. Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Sir George Campbell. Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Chaplin. Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Jesse Collings. Mr, James William Lowther.
Viscount Curzon. Mr, Halley Stewart.

Mr. Thomas Ellis. Mr. Angus Sutherland. .

Sir Charles Dalrymple.

The Lord Wantage (attending by permission of the House of Lords) and Mr. James Warrac
were examined.

{Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Twelve o’clock.

.

Wednesday, 15th May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Josepa CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair,

Sir'Edward Birkbeck. Mr. Seale-Hayme.

Mr. Broadburst. Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Sir George Campbell. Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Jesse Collings. Mr. James William Lowther.
Viscount Curzon, Mr. Halley Stewart.

Sir Charles Dalrymple. Mr. Angus Sutherland.

The Reverend Hourace Charles Ripley, Mr. Walter Dalton, and Mr. Alfred de Bock Porter, wei
examined.
[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o’clock.

Friday, 17th May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosePH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir Edward Birkbeck. Sir Walter Foster.

Sir George Campbell. Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Chayplin. Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Jesse Collings. Mr. James William Lowther.
Viscount Curzon. Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Sir Charles Dalrymple. Mr. Halley Stewart.

Mr. Thomas Ellis. Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Mr. William Holman, Mr. John Standring, Mr. George Wimpenny, and Mr. William Gibbons

were examined.
[ Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Twelve o’clock.




BELECT COMMITTEE ON BMALL HOLDINGS.

Wednesday, 22nd May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosEPH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir George Campbell.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.

Mr. Thomas Ellis.
Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Halley Stewart.

Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Mr, Elias Pitts Squarey and Mr. Price Hughes were examined.

il

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o’clock.

Friday, 24th May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosEPH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campbell.
Mr. Chaplin.
Viscount Curzon.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.

Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Mr. Arthur C. Humphreys Qwen and Mr. Thomas Jones were examined.

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Twelve o’clock.

Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Sir George Campbell.
Mr., Jesse Collings.

. Sir Walter Foster.

Wednesday, 29tk May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mzr. Llewellyn.

Mzr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Mr. Halley Stewart.

In the absence of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, Mr. CoxproN LAWRANCE was called to the Cha'r.

Major Patrick George Craigie was examined.

313.

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o’clock.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

Friday, 315t May 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT;

Mr. JosEpE CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair,

Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Sir George Campbell.
Mr. Jesse Collings.
Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. James William Lowther.

Mr. Charles Bidwell and Mr. Edmund Beck were examined.

Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Mr. Halley Stewart,
Mr. Angus Sutherland,
Mr. Seale-Hayne,

[Adjourned till Wednesday, 19th June, at Twelve o’clock.

Wednesday, 19th June 1889.

MEMEBERS PRESENT :

Mr. Josepa CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campkbell.
Mr. Jesse Collings.
Sir Charles Dalrymple.
Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Halley Stewart.

Mr. Seale-Hayne,

Mr. J. Theodore Dodd and Mr. Sampson Morgan were examined.

The Committee deliberated.

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Friday, 21st June 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr., JosepH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Sir George Campbell.
Mr. Jesse Collings.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.
Mr. Thomas Ellis.

|
|

Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Sir Walter Foster.
Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr, Halley Stewart. .

Mr., Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Charles Alan Fyffe and Mr. Henry Herbert Smith were examined.

I Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Twelve o’clock.




SELECT COMMXTTEiE CN SMALL HOLDINGS. - ix

Wednesday, 26th June 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosErH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir Edward Birkbeck. Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mzr. Broadhurst. Sir Walter Foster.

Sir George Campbell. Mr. Compton Lawrance,

Mpr. Jesse Collings. Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Sir Charles Dalyrmple. Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Halley Stewart.

.
The Rev. Ebenezer Littleton, Mr. William Robertson, and Mr. George Johnson, were examined,

The Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at T'welve o’clock,

Friday, 28th June 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Josepr CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Mr, Chaplin.

Mr. Jesse Collings.

Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Thomas Ellis,

Sir George Campbell.

Sir Walter Foster.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.
Viscount Curzon.

Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr, Frederick Punchard, Mx. Thomas Rigby, and Mr. Joseph Alfred Smith, were examined.

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Twelve o'clock,

Wednesday, 3rd July 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Broadhurst.

Mr. Jesse Collings.

Sir Walter Foster.

Sir George Campbell.

Mr. James William Lowther.
Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Angus Sutherland. -
Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Mr. Chaplin.

Viscount Curzon.

Mr. Halley Stewart.

In the absence of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, Mr. JaAMES WILLIAM LOWTHER was called to the

Chair.

Mbr. Samuel Benjamin Large Druce, was examined.

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o’clock.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

Friday, 5th July 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campbell.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.

Mr. James William Lowther.
' Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Halley Stewart,
Mr. Angus Sutherland.
Viscount Curzon.

Sir Walter Foster.
Mr. Llewellyn,

In the absence of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, Mr. James WiLLiAM LowTHER was called to the

Chair.

Mr. Richard Burdon Haldane (a Member of the House) was examined.,

The Committee deliberated.
Mr. Jokn MacGilchrist Ross was examined.

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Twelve o’clock.

"ednesday, 10th July 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosEPH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair,

Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campbell.

Mr. Jesse Collings. .
Sir Charles Dalrymple.

Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. Compton Lawrance.

Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Halley Stewart.
Viscount Curzon.

Mr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Mr. Robert Threshie Reid (a Member of the House) and Sir George Camplell (a Member of the

Committee) were examined.
The Committee deliberated.

Motion made, and Question proposed, * That Mr. Percival Birkett be summoned to give
evidence before the Committee "—(Sir W alter Foster).—Question put.—The Committee divided :

i Ayes, 5.
Mr. Broadhurst.
Sir George Campbell.
Sir Walter Foster.
Mr. Seale-Hayne.
Mr. Angus Sutherland.

Noes, 3.

Mr. Jesse Collings.
Mr. Compton Lawrance.
Mr. Llewellyn.

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o’clock.

Friday, 12th July 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosEpH CHAMBERLAIXN in the Chair,

Sir Edward Birkbeck.

Sir George Campbell.

Mr, Jesse Collings.

Sir Charles Dalrymple.

Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. James William Lowther.

Mr, Halley Stewart.
Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Compton Lawrance.
Mr. Broadhurst.

Mr. Chaplin.

Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Sir Henry Longley, K.C.B., and Mr. Percival Birkett were examined.

[Adjourned till Friday the 26th July, at Twelve o’clock.




SELECT COMMITTEE ON SMALL HOLDIXGS. xi

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Friday, 26th July 1889.

Mr. JoserpH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir Edward Birkbeck.
Mr. Broadhurst.

Sir George Campbell
Sir Charles Dalrymple.
Sir William Hart Dyke.
Sir Walter Foster.

Mpr. Llewellyn.

Mr. Seale-Hayne.

Mr. Chaplin.

Mr. Jesse Collings.
Viscount Curzon.

Mr. Thomas Ellis.

Mr, Compton Lawrance.
Mr. Halley Stewart.

Mr. James William Lowther.
The Committee deliberated.

[Adjourned till Friday, 9th August, at Twelve o’clock.

Friday, 9th August 1889.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. JosErpH CHAMBERLAIN in the Chair.

Sir George Campbell. Mr. Liewellyn.

Mr. Jesse Collings. Mr, Seale-Hayne.

Sir Charles Dalrymple. Mr. Halley Stewart.
Mr, Thomas Ellis. - Mr. Angus Sutherland.
Sir Walter Foster.

Mr. William Alexander, Mr. Robert Duncan, and Mr. Griffith Jones, were examined.

DRAFT REPORT, proposed by the Chairman, read the first time, as follows :—

* Your Committee have taken evidence upon the matters referred to them; but, as it will not be
in their power to make a full Report in the present Session, they have agreed to report the Evidence
already taken, with an Appendix, and to recommend that a Committee on the same subject should
be appointed in the next Session of Parliament.” .

DrAFT REPORT, proposed by the Chairman, read a second time, and agreed to.

Ordered, To Report, together with the Minutes of Evidence, and an Appendix.
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EXPENSES OF WITNESSES.

NANE PROFESSION " From B Ag:::‘;“ E":’f““"" TOTAL

oF OR whence Day;r::‘sent Absence |Journey to F:lp ens:o
WITNESS. CONDITION. Summoned. | Odors | from | London to ‘:v':;m_

of Committee | Home, |and Back

£.8d| £ 0 d] £ 4 d

Mr. Albert Pell - - < | Gentleman - e - | Northampton - 1 - - 1691639
The Rev. H, C. Ripley - | Clergyman - - - | Witney - - 1 11 -1~ 1712172
Mr. Walter Dalton - - | Labourer - - - | Witney - - 1 -5 -] -18 7 3 7
Mr. William Holman - - | Bricklayer - = - Rugby - . 2 l -« -} =17 91 117 9
Mr. Wilham Gibbons - - | Bootmaker - = - | Wellmgborough - 1 -10 -| -10 7|1 - 7
Mr, George Wimpenny - | Lahourer - = = =] Delamere - - 3 11-1181} 291
Mr. Jobn Standring - - | Farmer and Hay Dealer - | Doncaster - - 3 110 -] 1 911] 21911
Mr. John Standring® - - | Farmer and Hay Dealer - | Doncaster = - 3 -1 -] - - -15 -
Mr. Price H. Hughes - = | Tradesman - - - | Towyn - - 3 2656 -~ 118 6| 4 85
Mr Arthur C. Humphreys- | Gentleman - . = | Garthmyl - - 2 2 2 - - - 2 2 -

Owen.

Mr. ThomasJones - ~| Farmer e =« =~ | Corwen - - 3 256 -12 43409038
Mr. Edmond Beck =~ ~jAgent - =« « ~(Lynmn- - @« 3 25 -|]111; 861
Mr. George Jobnson = - | Small Holder - - - | Long Sutton - 3 110 ~| -18 3| 2 8 38
Mr. Thomas Rigby - - | Farmer =~ = - - | Warrington ~ - 1 -15 -] - 6 -] 11 -
Mr. Joseph Alfred Smith - | Gentleman - = -|Ipswich - . 1 - - 11-]111 -
Mr. John MacGalchrist Ross | Gentleman - = -] Alness - - 4 4 4 -1 710 {1114 =
Mr. Frederick Punchard - | Land Agent =~ - « | Kirkby Lonsdale - 3 33 ~j1310 ~| 613 -~
The Rev. Ebenezer Littleton | Nonconformist Minister - | Tonbridge Wells = 2 2 2 -} -19 -} 381 =~
Mr. Wilkam Alexauder - { Journalist - - . - | Aberdeen - - 4 4 4 -| 613 6|1017 6
Mr. Robert Duncan =~ - | Mechanic = «» = - | Perth ~ - - 4 2 - ~-| 4 -1116 -11
ToraL - - -£.198217 -}3714 87011 8

* The Committee desired that Mr. Standring should be paid on the rate of  Tradesmsan ” instead of * Mechanic.”
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,
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LIST OF WITNESSES.

X Friday, 5th April 1889,
Mr. Jesse Collings, M.P. - - =

Tuesday, 9th April 1889.
Mr, Arthur Arnold - - - -

Tuesday, 30th dpril 1889.
Mr. Jesse Collings, »P, - - =

Friday, 3rd May 1889.
Mr. Jesse Collings, m.p. -~ - -

Tuesday, 7th May 1889.

Mr. Albert Pell - - . -
Mr. Jesse Collings, mp. - =« -

Friday, 10th May 1889.

"PAGE

87
- 109

¥

The Right Hon, Lord Wantage, K.C. B, v.Cc. 117

Mr James Warrack - -
Wednesday, 15th May 1889.

- 133

The Reverend Horace Charles Rlpley, M.A. 139

Mr. Walter Dalton - -
Mr. Alfred De Bock Porter - -

Friday, 17th May 1889.

Mr. William' Holman
Mr. J. Standring -
Mzr. George Wlmpenny
Mr. William Gibbons

) N B B |
[ 2 T R |
[ IS B B}

Wednesday, 22nd May 1889.

Mr. Elias Pitts Squarey - - -
Mr. Price Hughes - - -~ -

Friday, 24th May 1889.

Mr. A. C. Humphreys Owen - -
Mr. Thomas Jones - - -

Wednesday, 29th May 1889.

- 157
158

164
181
188
192

[ I T B |

200
-'218

- 227
~ 244

Major Patrick George Craigie, F.s.8.,

F.R.G.8. - - - - -

~

- 253

Friday, 31st May 1889.

Mr. Charles Bidwell - - -
Mr. Edmund Beck - - - -

Wednesday, 19th June 1889,
Mr. John Theodore Dodd - -
Mr. Sampson Morgan = - .
Friday, 21st June 1889.

Mr. Charles Alan Fyffe - - -
Mr. Henry Herbert Smith - -

Wednesday, 26th June 1889.

The Reverend Ebenezer Littleton -
Mr. William Robertson - - -
Mr. George Johnson - - -

Friday, 28th June 1889.

Mr. Frederick Punchard - - -
Mr. Thomas Rigby - - - -
Mr. Joseph Alfred Smith - - -

Wednesday, 3rd July 1889.

Mr. Samuel Benjamin Large Druce, M.a.

Friday, 5th July 1889.
Mr. Richard Burdon Haldane, M.p, -
Mr. John MacGilchrist Ross - -
Wednesday, 10th July 1889.
Mr. R. T. Reid, @ c., M.P. - -
Sir George Campbell, m.p. - -
Friday, 12th July 1889.

Sir Henry Longley, X.c.B. - -
Mzr. Percival Birkett - - -

Friday, 9th August 1889.

Mr. William Alexander, LL.D. - -
Mr. Robert Duncan - - - -
Mr, Griffith Jones - - - -

PAGE

274
285

- 290
305

- 316
- 336

- 339
- 345
350

358
373
375

409
421

435
- 443

- 451
- 457

- 469
- 476
- 485
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ANALYSIS OF INDEX.

LIST of the PrincipAL HraDINGS in the following INDEX, with the Pages at
which they may be found.

ABERDEENSHIRE -

AGRIcULTURAL LABOURERS -

AzLoTMENTS AND Smiri HoLDINGS

AxmoLmE, ISLE oF

BurLpines:

1. Generally as to the character and
cost of the Buildings required on
Small Holdings ; as to the diffi-
culties on this score, and the facils-
ties proposed

2. Operation of the exsting Laws n
England and Scotiand as regards
Farm Buwiddings ; varying practice
of Landlords in the matter

CHARITY LaANDS -

Compensation for Improvements

CompuULsory PowERs - -

Consolidation of Hcldings - -

Depression in Agriculture

Ecclesiastical Commussioners

’
France

Yoo -
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I N D E X

[N.B.~In this Index the Figures following the Names of the Witnesses, and those in the
Analysis of Evidence of each Witness, refer te the Questions in the Evidence; and the Figures
following App. to the Pages in the Appendix.]

A.

ABERDEENSHIRE:

Belief that land in Aberdeenshire might very suitably be cultivated by small holders,
though the climate is not so good as in Berkshire (where witness is now located),
Warrack 2227-2229.

Much larger cultivated area in Aberdeenshire than in any other Scotch county,
Alezander go30~——Total of 11,462 holdings of all sizes in 1868 ; considerable propor-
tion of small holdings, aboit 4,000 having a rental between 10l and 50l a year, 75,
9030-9032 ——Tenure chiefly on nineteen years’ leases; arrangement as to buildings
and compensation for improvements, 6. g033-go40.

Particulars as to the village allotments at Macduff and Turriff, which are a source of
considerable profit to the holders ; opinion that the results of these allotments are very
satisfactory, Alexander go41-go57 Approval of the proposition to empower the
local authority in certain circumstances to acquire land with a view to a peasant
proprietary ; conclusion, however, that the creation of this class is a very doubtful
experimenty a man being much better off in Aberdeenshire as tenant than as owner, 5.
9058-go70. go76-9078. g131. 9154.

Aberdeenshire essentially the county of small tenancies; greater demand for small
than for large holdings, Alerander go58. g1059108. g132-9137—— Effect of agri~
cultural improvements in leading to the difappearance of small holders, ib. gog6-g1 04.

See also Scotland.

Agricultural Improvements. Statement as to mnearly all the great improvements in agri-
culture having been made by owners of large farms, who have been men of capital,
Collings 777- -

See also Compensation jfor Improvements. Clultivation. Production,
Stock.

AGRICULTURAL LABOUKERS:

Evidence cited in support of the conclusion that agricultural labourers and the peasantry
generally wete far better off in the middle ages than they are at the preses ititne, Collings
78-83—— Great prejudice to agiicultural labourers through the disappearance of small
garmsé they having no longer the opportunity to gradually improve their position, ib.

7-95.

Grounds for the conclusion that not only is there an insufficient number of small
holdings for the agricultural clagses, but that there are not sufficient facilities given to the
labourers to rise in the social scale by an agricultural career, Collings gob6 et seq.
Instance of a small cultivator earning good wages as a labourer, 5. 1589,

Instances of the cultivation of small holdings or allotments by men earning wages or
otherwise occupied, Pell 1304-1309—Doubt as to the expediency of labouring men
renting small holdings, save at very low rents, 3. 1210——Dis<ent from the view that
prejudice results to local agriculturat labourers in the Midlands through the sub-division
of large jarms and the letting of small farms to outsiders whp work them in their own
families, ib. 1323-1333: 1408-1412——Exceptional instances of agricultura! labourers
bbeing in a position to acquire or parchase small holdings, or being wise in doing so,
ib. 140g-1411.

313. 302 Very
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Report, 1889—continued.

AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS—continued.

Very small wages of agricultural labourers, so that at present there is nothing before
them in old age but the workhouse ; great boon if some of these could cultivate small
holdings, Ripley 2383, 2384. 2401, 2402. 2434-2437. 2468-2470. 2487-2497. 2503,
2504.

Tnsufficient employment of agricultural labourers by farmers, so that their employment
on allotments or small holdings of their own is necessary for their maintenance ;
illustrations of the very successful cultivation attained by this means;, Holman 2879~

. 2895. 2928-2939. 2969-2973. 3008-3011 ——Very low wages of agricultural labourers, 50

\that without allotments they cannot support thewr famihes, ib. 2969-2673. 3040-3052.
3130, 3131 Several obstacles at present in witness’ district to the acquiaition of small
holdings by labourers; difficulties raised by farmers as well as by landowners, ib. 2997~
2999- 3107, 3108. 3089-3099. 3170-3173

Aversion on the part not only of landlords but of farmers to the acquisition of s mall
holdings by agricultural labourers, Gibbons 3637-3646. 3666-3672-——Conclusion
generally thatif agricultural labourersbe given adequate facilities to acquiresmall holdings
it will be the « finest thing for the country that has ever been granted,” ib. 3728,

Infrequent instances of men emerging from the labouring class into that of small
farmers, Sguarey 3950-3952 ——Several important advantages attached by witness to
an extension of small holdings; great benefit to agricultural labourers and others who take
the land, there being also a national advantage, Owen 4361-4370. 4430-4432. 4493

t seq.

Numeious objections to labourers cultivating land in addition to their other employment;
opinion that farmers do not approve of this interference with the men’s ordinary labour,
J. A. Smith 7371, 7372. 7381-7383.

Large number of agiicultural labourers and others of a better class in country districts
who have saved money enough for the purchase or uccupation of farms; reference hereon
to the wages and other emoluments of labourers, Druce 7454-7457. 7501. 7600-7604.
7636-7646. 7721-7724. 7830-7832. 7963-7985.

Growing interest among Scotch agricultural labourers, in spite of their comfortable
condition n the acquisition of small holdings; superior intelligence of the Scotch agri-
cultural labourer as compared with the English, Haldane 8145-8151. 8197 et seg. 8230.

See also Allotments, §c. Labour. Migration of Labour. Production.

Quit-Rent. Rural Population.  Scotland. Supply and Demand. Wales.

Agricultural Population. See Migration of Labour, Rural Population.

Agricultural Returns. Considerable unwillingness in regard to filling up' the Returns
in England; belief, however; that this feeling, which was the result of misapprehension,
1s gradually dying out, Craigee 4992 Suggestion that at the next census the return of
agricultural holdings should be made contemporaneous with the census itself; grounds
for this proposal, ib. 5050-5052. -

Alezander, William, LL.D. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—~Witness is a journalist, living
at Aberdeen ; 18 prepared to give evidence as to small holdings in the north-east of
Scotland, go25-go2g.

Detailed information as t6 the holdings in Aberdeenshire, the total number of which
in 1868 was 11,462, about 4,000 of them having a rental of between 10l and gol;
particulais also as to village allotments, g030-go57 Complaint by tenants, holding
under leases, as to the system of compensation for improvements, go3:3-go4o.

Approval of the proposition to empower the local authority in certain circumstances
to acque land with a view to a peasant proprietary; conclusion, however, that the
creation of a piesent proprietary is a very doubtful experiment, a man being much better
off in Abeideenshire as tenant than as owner, go58-9go70. 9076-9078. 9131. 9154——
Inability of witness to suggest any legislation that would materially increase the number
of smali holdings, except perhaps that the local authorities might be alloned to acquire
land on reasonable terms in suitable localities and let it n lots, go71-9078. go88-gogs.
9138-9153.

Belief that there would be a demand to rent lands from the local authorities, and some
desire to purchase i the immediate neighbourhood of the towns, go78 et seq.——
Opinion that in buying land and letting it out to small holders the local authority would
ncur a certain small risk, and that in the alternative proposition of a peasant proprietary
there would be practically no risk, go8o-gogs. 9157-9163.

Explanation respecting the large reduction of small pioprietors in Aberdeenshire ; greater
demand at present for small than for large tenancies, gog6. 9108. 9132—9137—-Est1-_
mate that nowadays the cost of farm-bwldings, house, cattle-byres, &e., on a farm of
fifiy of sixty-acres, would be about 250 Z to 300 L ; considerable difficulty 1n the extension
of small holdings due to the heavy charge for providing buildings, the expense leing
greater iv propottion on a small than on a large farm, g109-9122. 9155 ef seg.

' Possibility
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Report, 1889 —continued.

Alezander, William, LL.D. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Possibility of arrangements between landlord and tenant, as regards buildings, being
facilitated by improvements in the Acricultural Holdings Act, 91239126 - - Expen-
ence of witness that wherever large farwas prevail the rents have diminished very much,
but that there bas been no diminution in the rent of the small farms in Aberdeensbire,
9127-9130.

ALLOTMENTS AND SMALL HOLDINGS :

Conclusion that the allotment question is not before the present Committee for con-
sideration ; distinction drawn between allotments and small holdings, Collings 5-10——
Consideiable benefit alrcady conferred upon the agricultural population by the facilities
under the Acts of 1882 and 1887 for the acquisition of allotments, 2. 6-8.

Summary of the provisions of the Small Holdings Bill, as re-introduced by witness in
the present Session ; main object to empower the county Quthority or district council to
purchase land and sub-divide it for sale into holdings up to forty or fifty acres, Collings
5525 553

Encouragement of allotments and small holdings by witness; large number of allot-
ments opon his estates, there being also some holders up to fifty acres who are doing
well, Lord Wantage 1647-1651. 1654 Stipulation by witness as to allotment holders
paying rent in advance ; this is not enforced, . 1656. 1832. 1875-1878,

Gradual way in which many men work up from small allotments to larger holdings;
difficulty on the score of buildings where the plots are small, Ripley 2434-2442-——
View of witness that the Allotments Act is not satisfactory, and that practically a new
Act is required for creating small holdings, Dodd 5463, 5464———Grounds for advoca-
ting a considerable extension of the Allotments Act; argument thatif elasticity were
given to the allotments system it would enable the small man to put by a little money
to increage his holdings, Fyffe 6080-6083. 60gs, 6096. 6137, 6138, 6152, 6153. 6238-6240.
6310-6320 Expediency of increasing the limit of area under the Allotments Act
from one to not less than tive acres, ib. 6081-6086.

Considerable difficulties as to anv extension of the powers under the Allotments Act;
reference especially to the difficulty as to buildings if the size of allotments were.in-
creased from one to five acres, Punchard 7039-7041. 7111-7117. 7180, 7181,

Explanation that witness and Mr. Dodd drafted the Allotments and Small Holdings Bill,
which has been split in two, the Small Holdings portion having been re-introduced last
year, Reid 8553-8556—— Object of the Bill to enable local authonties to facilitate the
establishment of small holdings of from one to forty or fifty acres; reasons why the
interposition of a local authority is considered necessary, ib. 8557-8561. 8661-8667.

Grounds for the opinion that a large extenston of the Allotments Act to small
holdings would not be =o “eatisfactory as Mr. Jesse Collings’ proposal, especially ir
view of the danger of pressure being biought to bear on the local authority by its tenants,
as constituents, Reid 8576-8588. 8667-8671.

See also Charity Lands.

Alness (Ross). Statement that just outside Alness there is some indifferent ground which
is readily let as small holdings to people who are generally entirely occupied on it,
Ross 8301-8306. 8363-8367 Opinion that the provisions of Mr. Jesse Collings’ Bill

would not be largelg taken advantage of around Alness; belief that the present feu
system would be preferred, ib. 8307-8316.

Obligation upon witness to give the use of a small portion of fallow land for potatoes, as
otherwise he would not get labourers; absolute necessity for potato Jand near Alness,

Ross 8318-8320. 8445-8455. 8503-8509 —Creation of a considerable number of allot-

ments at Alness and at Easter Ross ; opinion that the poor people have greatly benefited
by these allotments, ib. 8323-8325. 8493.

Apples. Statement of the exports of American apples to the English markets, together

with the incease in 1886 over 1885, App.' 506 Much higher price realised for English
than for foreign apples, ib. 507. .

Arnold, Arthur. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—~Witness is President of the Free Land

League, which has for its object the reform of the land laws ; has given a good deal of
attention to the subject of small holdings, 1go-192. 438, 439.

Statistics in support of opinion that the main hindrance to the creation of small holdings
is caused by the accumulation of land in large estates, such accumulation being fostered
and protected by the laws of primogeniture and settlement ; belief that these influences
are still in full operation, 193-204. 303~305. 319-323. 387-397- 404-414. 440-450
Admission that if there were a larger supply of land in the market and the cost of transfer
cheapened there would still be a slight tendency towards the absorption of land by large
ca;l)‘itallsts, but that, under reformed Jaws, land would be purchased by those who could
make the best economic use of it, 205, 206. 393, 394. 462-464. 481-496.

313. 3U3 Possibility
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Report, 188g—continued.

Arnold, Arthur. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Possibility of the extension of the franchise, under the protection of the ballot, having
bad a disintegrating influence, 207, 208 ——Impossibility of having simplicity of title
upon the 52,000,000 acres of settled land under the present condition of the law, 20g.

Strenucus denial that recent legislation has tended in anything like an adequate manner
to facilitate the sale of land, the only facilitating Act being the Glebe Lanls Act of
1888 ; ypreut importance of Clause 8 of this Act, 210-216——Disposition of witness to
advocate that glebe land, other than that connected with the incumbents’ house and
curtilage, should be sold in small parcels by compulsory authority whenever expedient;
these lands are the worst cultivated in the kingdom, 216-219. 222-229.

Absence of trustworthy returns as to the extent of the glebe lands, except Parlia-
mentary Retwin No. 307 of 1887 ; belief, however, than an average of twenty acres for
10,000 benefices, and a gross annual value of 400,000 L, would not be an excessive estimate,
220-229. 521-525 Opiggon that the Glebe Lands Act might be made compulsory and
applicable to other public lands, and that private land might be taken by purchase or
exchange, 230, 231. 455-458.

Enumeration of the various authonities holding public land, the Ecclesiastical Commis-
soners coming first with about 500,000 acres, and the Crown unext with about 70,000
acres, 232—234 Evidence to the effect that in 1882, when in Parhiameat, witness moved
for a Select Committee to consider the question of Ecclesiastical land, and was supported
by Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Goschen; considerable success of the Commissioners since
then in their enaeavours to dispose of their lands, especially their small holdings, 235-.
237. 240-243-

Condemnation by a Select Committee of 1863 of the holding of land in mortmain by
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and other corporations ; considerable sales in conse-
quence, 237-239. 528—— Appioval of the wain proposals of the Moitmain Law Amend-
ment Bill mtroduced by Lord Randolph Churchul in 1884, especially the compulsory
sale of public land, preference being given to sales to small holders; objection to
perpetuity leases, it being desitable to give the holder the fullest power that the State
can grant (in the form of freehold), 244-254. 497-503-

Conclusion that the only way m which it would be just to transfer public land to the
local authorities, for the purpose of small cultivation, would be by authoriving the local
authonties to pay its ascertained value, and so become the absolute owners; admission
that any piofit or loss on the transaction would go to the rates, 255-273. 398-400 ——
Suggestion that, as the land is very unequally distributed in the various counties, wide
powers of exchange might be given to the local suthorities, 274-278.

Propo-al that the Jocul authority, baving obtained possession .of the land, should be
conmpelled to sell 1t 1 small fieeholds, and that the uncarned increment should be obtained
by a payment in the form of a succession duty upon the capital value of the land, 278-
280. 401. 504, 505—— Opinion that, 1n the event of the difficulties of the inter position of
a local authority proving insuperable, the alternative is a Land Comniission, who would
make sales as quickly as possible, giving preference to small holcers; recommendation
that the Commission should also have authotity 1o advancea certain proportion of the
purchase-money, within a imit of 5002 ; 281-289. 529-534.

Desirability of the local autharity being made the registermg authority, provided that
strict untfoimity in 1ecaid to the transfer of land be secured ; important bearing of the
question of registration of title upon the subject uf small holdings, 289—296——Disagree-
ment ol witness with the proposal in the Lord Chancellor’s Bill that there shall be three
kinds of titles; desire that in every case with which the register deals there shall be an
indefeasible title, 297-302.

Proposal that the official fees on transfeis and the succession duties should be graduated
in propcition to the valuation, 306-519. 506-511 Particulars of the German system
of trausfer of land, which is highly avproved by witness; very smail amount of the
public fees, the transfers being as a rule cffected without legal assistance, 324-332. 377.

451, 452- 489-496.

Grounds for witifess’ aversion to any proposal to limit the right of mortgage, 332-336
Possibility of the continental land systems being greatly improved, especially the
French, in which the transfer 1s heavily taxed, and a consolidating power is much needed ;
information as to the condition of the French peasant, 336-339. 370-386. 517
Approval of the extension of Lord Ashbourne’s Act to Great Bnitain, but decided
objection to 1ts being limited to tenants, 346. 402, 403. 529.

Opmion that until recently there was a process gomng on for aggregating farms and
making large tenancies from small ones ; belief that a larger produce may be expected,
in proportion, from small than from large holdings, 341-352. 357-369. 435-437- 453,
454 459> 460. 473-477. £35-537- 545-551—— Undoubted effect of inclosures to diminish
the number of persons who would probably take advantage of any facilities to become
small owaers, 353-356. .

Statement
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Report, 188g—coutinued.

Arnold, Arthur. (Analysis of his Evidence)—ecvntizued.

Statement that if the produge of peasant farms could be taken by itself in Frince and
Germany it would no doubt show an average production per acre at least equal to that
of England ; general inaccuracy of the Agricultural Returns as rezards th statistics of
the produce ot foreign countries, 415-420. 461. 478-480. 512, 513. 538-541. 547-551

Great reduction in the nuniber of “statesmen ” in Cumberland and ‘Westmoreland,
thege small freeholders having rold their properties to large landowners mn guod times,
421-425.

Explanation m support of argument that the State has an absolute property m land,
which cannot be parted with, 426-434. 542-544 Increased desire on the part of
landlords to prant allotments, but not small holdings, 465-472 Opinion that the
present Agricultural Holdings Act is very unfair to the sitting tenant ; belief that unless
proposed buildings are strictly nec essary for the equipment of the farm there is a primd
Jacie ground for obtaining the pievious cunsent of the landlord, 514-516.

Desnability of the State giving authority under which banks in England, as in Scot-
land, could use funds in connection with the State for first-class land mortgages, 518-
520—- Extiemely wastelul management of the Crown lands; estimate 1hat about
59,000 L. a year might be saved by the abolition of the Wcods and Forests Department,

526, 527.

Artisans and Village Tradesmen. 'Two classes of small holders, the one oblaining their
living frow the land by raisng produce fur sale, the other using the land as an additional
means of subsistence to some other occupation (such as aitisans and village tradesmen),
Collings 10, 11— Several nstances cited typical of a numerous class of cases in whioh
traders und others could advantageously combine the cultivation of a small heldiog
with their ordinary business, ib. 12, 13.

Advantage in the smaller holdings or allotments being taken by village artisans and

tradesmen who have other occupations, Lord Wantage 1735. 1905-1908. 1921-1924

. Beneficial result if small village tradesuren had 1acilities for renting or buying small

holdings, Holman 3101-3103—- Small size of allotment contemplated for men who are
occupled in different trades, such a» shoemukers, Gibbons 3720-3723.

Nee also Labour,

Ashbourne Act. Appioval of the extension of Lord Ashbourne’s Act to Great Britpin
but decided objection to its being limited to tenant~, Arnold 340, 402, 403. 529—
Examnation in support of the conclusion that though Luid Ashbourne’s Act has worked
beneficially under the peculiar circumstances of Ireland 1t would be unwise to extend it
to England, Squarey 3821-3862. 3870-3881.

Preference for the system of the Ashbourne Act to any other scheme for increasing
small holdings ; vdvantage under the Act in the tenunts becoming in the course of time
absolute owners; fiee from any authonty, Punchard 7022-7037. 7044. 7057. 7061, 7062,
7103, 7104. 7143-7148. 7247. 7257, 7258. 7262——— Opinion that 1n the event of power,
Jbeing given to acquire land for promoting a system of small holdings the principal adopted
in the Ashbourne Act n Ireland might be properly extended to England and Scot-
land, Huldane 8141-8144.

Ashdvwn Forest. Insiance in the case of the Ashdown Forest inclosmie of the insufficient
protection of small holders by the luclosure Acts, Collings 683-685. 765.——-Comment.
upoun the decision of the Inclosuie Commissioneis that only commoners and ceitain tenants
of the lord of the manor have rights over the furest, 5. 684.

Information generally with respect to small holdings in the neighbourhood of Ashdown
Forest; conclusion that the small holders as a whole are very much iore prosperous
than the larger fariners in the same district, Littleton 6390-6418. 6456-6459. 6463-6514.
6522-6526——Higher rents paid by the small holders, who are tenants, than by the
larger faruw.ers ; grounds upon which this conclusion is iormed, ib. 6394. 6400~6403. 6414~
6418. 6500-6504. 6522-6526.

Siatement that the size of smull holdings varies from halfan acre to as much as four
.acres; occasional employment of the tenants of these boldings by the larger farmers in
the :mmediate neighbourhood, Littleton 6396, 6397.— Considerable mcrease in the
number of small hoidings in the neighbourhiood of the furest ; the majority aie owrerships
and not tenancies, ib. 6404-6406.

Impos-itility of gettingland for small holdings elsewbere than in the uncultivated part
of the forest ; inclination of the landlords rather to add to their own property than to
sell it to the people, Litileton 6407-6311. 6496, 6497—— Statement as to the price of
the land taken from the forest and sold as freeholds; caleulation that the cost, including
the law expenses and the title, is about 36 Z an acre, ib. 6411, 6412. 6436-64.42. 6464
Unwillingness of the Land Commussioners of late years to sell the land from the forest
to the labourers, ib. 6447-6451. )

313. 304 ) Queslio.n
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Report, 1889—continued.

AXHOLME, ISLE OF (LINCOLNSHIRF):

Question considered whether in the Isle of Axholme the small holdings are not very
imperfectly cultivated and have fallen greatly in value, Collings 995-1003. 1068-1074.

Greéat number of small holdings at and about Epworth, some held by the owners and
some by tenants, there being peculiar facilities 1n the locality (Isle of Axholine) for
renting holdings of froin two roods upwards, Standring 3193-3196. 3213. 3325-3336

Particulars of witness® experience as a small holder, and of the exp-rience of many
of lus neighbours; exceedingly satisfactory results as regards valuation and production,
80 that he strongly advocates an extension of the system elsewhere, ib. 3197 et seq.

\ Varying piice paid for the land owned by witness; estimate of the present value,
Standring 3208. 3302-3310——Written testimony borne by some half score of
agricultural Jabourers at Epworth to the great value of allotments or small holdings,
ib. 3208—— Employment on adjacent farms of the men who accupy the smaller holdings .
statement hereon as to the wages in the locality, ib. 3209. 3216-3218. 3268-3271. 3337:

Means of raismg money for buying small holdings when for sale, many being
mortgaged, Standring 3214-3216. 3235-3238—— Numerous instances of agrcultural
lIabourers at Epworth largely increasing their holdings, ib. 3217, 3218. 3261-3267——
Excellent production on the small holdings ; particulars thereon, a: compared with
larger facms, ib. 3219, 3220. 3256-3258. 3262-3267. 3311-3323.

Several generations for which the system of small holdings has prevailed in the Isle
of Axholme, Standring 3244-3249. 3325-3336——XExcellent result in the case of a small
common at Epworth let out to labourers at one shilbng an acre on condition of their
providing a cottage, ib. 3247.

Information respecting the relative proportion of owners and tenants at Epworth ;
preference of many for continuing as tenants, Standring 3337-3345- 3355-3357-
-— Explanation as to the small holders living in cottages in the village, which is close
to the holdings, . 3349-3353 Local custom or tenant-right whereby men on
leaving their holdings get compensation for improvements, . 3357-3361.

Considerable number of cultivating owners in the Isle of Axholme and other parts of
Lincolnshire, though their acreage 1s small as ¢ompared with the rest of the county,
Druce 7620~7627.

Fuither information respecting the system of small holdings in the Isle of Axholme,

the boldings being away from the villages where the cultivators live; varying character
of the cultivation, Druce 7855-7865. 7869-7871.

B.

Bacon. Increasing use of English in lieu of American bacon, Pell 1373. 1496——Quan
tity and value imported in 1886; App. 408.

Banks. Desirability of the State giving authority under which banks m England, as in
Scotland, could use funds in connection with the State for first-class land mortgages,
Arnold 518-520..

Recommended abolition of the monopoly at present enjoyed by a very small number
of Scotch banks, which impedes freedom of borrowing, S8ir G. Campbell 8714.

Beck, Edmond, (Analysis of bis Evidence.)—Is a land agent, and has been employed
in that capacity for the Sandringham Estate of the Prince of Wales since the year 1864;
also manages other large estates in different parts of the country, 5328-5330.

Few instances of small holdings in Norfolk, on account of the nature and quality of
the land ;. statement that these are in the neighbourhood of the Jarge towns, and are
chiefly occupied by tenants, 5331-5334——Decided view that there should be farms of
all sizes ; opinion that the quantity of land to be worked advantageously as a small
holding would be about twenty-five acres, 5334. 5342-5344- 5358-5362. 5409 5413.
5430~5435.

Strong objection in Norfolk on the part of the larger class of tenant farmers to small
holdings, 5345-5348. 54205422—— Doubtful advantage of giving tenants special facili-
ties to become small owners; conclusion that small owners are worse than small tenants,
5355 5381-5392. 5396-5400. 5418, 5419. 5436-5440 Calculation that in order to
farm profitably a small holding a man would require a capital of 10l an acre, 5363~
5366. 5414-5417——-Conclusion that small holdings are generally more profitable than
1arge farms; statement that in Lincolnshire the land is taken up directly by the small
men, 5367-5375.

Necessity for small holders to co-operate among themselves for the hiring of horses
5301~——Necessity of small holdings being close to villages or market towns, 5422-
5429. 5453-5455——Opinion that land for small holdings should be of the value of 30s.
an acre, 5448———Increased supply of the smaller articles of food if there were an

increased number of cultivating owners, 54485452.

Bective
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Bective Estate (Westmoreland). Large expenditure by Lord Bective on additional improve-
nients on his estate during the last twenty years; calculation that 1 per cent. represents
the interest on the original outlay received in the present rental, Punchard 6967-6977.
6981-6984. 7102-7165. 7201-7204 Reduction of rent on the estate to the extent of
from 10 to 15 per cent. during the last fifteen years, ib. 6972, 6973.

Belgium. Distinct increase in Belgium 1n the number of agricultural holdings and small
farms, Craigie go71, 5073—— Material decrease in the number of sheep in Belgium
within the last ten years; corresponding increase in the food imports in the same
interval, ib. 5071, 5072.

Statement that farming by owners is not so prominent in Belgium as in France, the
explanation being that the tenants 1n Belzium are exceedingly well protected in regard
to improvements, Craigie 5073-5076——Undoybted inciease in the number of small
agiicultural holdings m Belgium ; absence of mncrease in the number of the larger
farms, ib, 5073-—— Considerable excess of the importations of faod over the exports,
ib. 5081,

Biduwell, Charles. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Is a land agent and suiveyor practising at
Ely and Cambridge; is agent for some of the colleges at énmbridge, for the Dean and
Chapter of Ely, Lord Cadogau, and the Duke of Portland, 5090-5094.

Tendency at the present time to reduce the size of agricultu:al holdings ig the
Eastern countirs; absence of desire on the part of tenant farmers to invest their capital
in large holdings, 5095, 5096. 5139-5144- 51515 5151® ——Considerable difficulty which
arises 1n the case of smull holdings 1n respect of the want of buildings; great impor-
tance of the tenant beirg allowed to erect his own bmlding8, with a certanty of
obtaining compen<ation for improvements when he leaves, 5096-5103. 5169. 5205-5207.
5231-5243- 5357-5261. 5305-5316.

Power piven 1o landlords to borrow money for buildings under Acts of Parliament
from the land improvement companies; costly character of the buildings which must
he erected when money 1s obtained from these companies, 5000-5103. 5232-5238
Favourable opinian as to the character of the smaller tenants 1n respect of industry and
thrift; assertion that the smaller farms are woiked better, in proportion to the larger
holdings, 5104-5106 ——Statement that in the smaller farms, there being more labour put
into the land, there is consequently no waste, and every fout of ground is made the most

.of, 5105, 5100,

Particulars regaiding the parish of Soham and the general character and extent of
the holdings ; large amount of uniuclosed common iand where the occupiers have the
priviiege of turning their hor<es and cattle out to graze, 5107-5123. 5208, 5209. 5248~
5251 Belief that in Scham the small tenants do better than the actual owners of the
small holdings, 5115-5123-——Experience of witness that the sense of ownership is not
a stimulus to industry, and that as a rule the httle men prefer biring to buying, 5122,
5123.

Information respecting the chaiacter and extent of the holdings in the parish of Chat-
teris, in the Isle of Ely; in this parish there are from seventy-five to eighty occupiers
farming from fifteen to fifty acres, 5124-5138. 5210-5220. 5283 Considerable demand
for the smaller holdings in the parish of Chatteris ; explanation that when small free-
holds come into the market they are rarely bought by men who cultivate them them-
selves, 5137, 5138. 5209, 5300—=Advantage of giving tenants facilities to purchase
small holdings by allowing them time to pay the incoming valuation or by otherwise
assisting them with capital, 5145-5150. 5152~5160.

Argument thst the amount of land suitable for small holdings depends in a large
messure upon the chaiacter of the soil; expediency of fixing a limit of money rent,
rather then one of pwe acieage, 5161-51 68 Typical case of a farm of nineteen acres
in Chatteris which was wurked entirely by a man and his own family ; one horse only
kept on this farm, 5168. 5221-5230. 5204-52y8. 5324-5527.

Unfavourable opinion generaily as to giving occupiers facilities to become owners ;
numerous difficulties in the way of tenants becoming owners, 5170-5195- 5252-5256.
5262-5272. 5287-5200——Important fact that the best land is taken ; inferior land never
found where there aie small holdings, 5187-5190. 5273, 5274-

Similarity of the agriculture in some parts of France to that carried onin Cambridge-
shire, where carrots and roots generally are cultivated, 5302, 5303 Explanation that
in France when a man dies his property is cut up into very small pieces and divided
amongst his family, 5303.

Entire approval of a system of "transfer of land similar to that which exists in
some of the Colonies and in America ; strong feeling that there should be in this country
a simplification of transfer, 5319-5321.

313. p 3X ’ Birkett
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Birkett, Percival. (Analysis of his Evidence.}—Witness is solicitor to the Commons Pre-
sesvation Society and 10 some other kindred associations ; he has made a special study
of the orizin. of the nghts and position of small owneis 1n connecticn with commons,
5842-8844.

Result of witness’ experience that in all cases where a question arises on some
encroachnient or inclo-ure of a common, it is invariably the small holder who i< the first
to conplain, 8845, 8845 Information as to the true and the prescriptive nights

of common ; definition of the several descriptions of commionable lund, 8347-8856.
8860.

' Giounds for the opmion that the nghts of the commoneis are paiamount, and are
much mioie important than the 1ights of the owner or lord of the manor, 8857-8%61
Prejudieial effect of inclosure as regards the interests of small holders, whose number it
reduces ;. impossibility of many of the smallest holders succeeding at a distance fiom
the commons, 886G2-88;g. 8883, 8684, 8892~-838g4. 8963. Bgg! et seq.

Statement that the small commoners cannot resist the inclosutes, as they have not
the means to meet the expenses; mvariable success of the commoners whenever cases
have Leen properly fought out, 8880-8882. 8950-8y62. 8988-89g0 View of witness
generally that all iuclosures of commons should’ be piohibited; opinion that if addi-
tional small holdinge are to be createrl, they should be carved out ot other land than
summons, 8885-8895. 8gy7~goo2. goi 1.

Desirability of there being a large tract, to be held as common pasturage. in connec-
tion with =mmall holdings, 8896, 8897. 8975 ef seq. Nen-existence of any <pecial
tacthties for the creation of small holdings; disapproval of the local authuiity being
mtroduced to cieate them and becoming a large owner of them, 8898-8924. 8y53, 8954.
3g68. 8g71. 8975-8987. gora—ge17.

Tendency of the Settled Land Act to disinibute the land by ordinary sale, 8925, 8¢26.
8031, 8g32——Belief that the OQ1dnance Survey map would remove some of the difficul-
ties, as 1egards 1dentification, that stand m the wuy of 1egistrauon of land, 8g27-
8g30.

Aggregation of land in the hands of a few immediately after the abolition of feudal
tenures by the Statute of 16€u; tendency of the Statute of Merton and the Statute De
Denis of Edward 1. towards the apgregation of land, the furmer Statute encomaging
illegal inclusures, 8933-8941. 8955-8g67. 9oo3-goo7. go18-go24 Doubt as to the
power of mortgaging for specific debts being a great impediment to the distribation of
land, 8yq2-8947.

Flounishing condition of the swall holders in the neighbouthood of Dartmoor, 8948-
8g52—— Great demund, 1n counties wheie commous exist, for allotments, the demand
for ownerships being considerably less, 8g72-8974.

Decided opnion that it the commoners had made use of the privileges granted by the
Commcns Act of 1876, they would bave been vettcr able to defend their rizhis, goo8-

go10—— Gieal desne on the pait ot people to take the existing fuel allotments of
chaiity land under the old Inclosure Acts, and cultivate thew, go17.

Black Isle ( Ross-shire). Informaution as to the nature of the tenure, &c., in the Black
Jsle, Ross 8484-8486. .

Brizworth (Noirthampton). Instance in the Biixworth union of the provision of allotment
land tor labeurers without the Allotments Act being ueeded, Pell 1318. 1399-1407.

Buckinghamshire. Evidence as to the eatisfactory position held by the small holders of
land at Claydon ; stiong opimien in favour of the creation of small holuings generally,
Robertson. 65301 6579. 6603-66006. 6626-6082. F683-G691 Geneial desire at Claydon
tor tenancies ra.ber than owneiships ; pielerence for tenancies accounted for by the diffi-
culty of obtaining capital for stocking and cropping the farm in addition to purchasing it,
ib. 6540-6544 Moderate 1ents paid in Buckinghamshue for small holdings, ib. 6585~
65g0. 6678-6682.

BUILDINGS:

1. Generally as to the Character and Cost of the Buildings required on Small
Holdings, as to the Difficulties on this Score, and the Facilities pro-
posed.

2. Operation of the eaisting Laws in England and Scotland as regards
Farm Buildings ; varying Practice of Landlords in the matter.

1. Generally as to the Character and Cost of the Buildings required on Small
Holdings, as to the Difficulties on this Score, and the Facilities proposed :

Examination as to the several buildings requied for holdings of ten acres wpwards,
such as cowhouse, stable, cart-shed, and pig-stye, besides the cottage, und as to the cost
* thereof; piovision in witnees’ Bill for obtainicg loans for this purpose, Collings 782.

gj1-g6o
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BurLDINGS—continued.
1. Uencrally as to the Character and -Cost of the Buildings, §c.~—continued.

931-g6o——Opinion that the cottage and buildings for a holding of ten acres might be
provided for about 150 L, Collings-947-956.

Statement to the effect that on a holding of fifty acres all the required buildings could
be provided through the freeholder for about 1001, Lord Wantage 1797-1807. 1962~
1964. N

Evidence in approval generally of facilities for the purchase of small areas and the pro-
vision of the necessary buildings by means of Goveinment advances 1o be repaid over a
lengthened period, Ripley. 2397, 2398. 2408-2412. 2416 ——Suggestions more especially
as to the provision of buildings ; advantage on the score of repairs where the occupiers
are owners, ib. 2424-2430. 2440-2442. 2456-2462. 2558-2561.

Proposals respecting the piovision of buildings on small heldings, the character and
cost of these varying greatly under different circumstances, Holman 2843-2845. 2848.
2983-2991. 3128, 3, 29— Consideration of the outlay required on the score of buildings
on each emall bolding and the means of meeting this expense, Gibbons 3597-3616.

Great difficulty as regards an extension of small holdings on the scoie of buildmgs,
Sgquarey 3741. 3783-3785. 3867-3869 — Full approval of a very large extension of
swall holdings throughont the country, but for the economic difficuity and the want of
buildings, &c., tb. 3867-3869. 3920-3923- 3949. 3956-3939.

Proposal us to the local authority providing not only the land but the bnildings, and
ag to agricultural labourers being thereby facilitated in renting small farms, Hughes 4176~
4202 Explanation that witness approves of landlords being helped to 1estorg and
erect buildings, but only as a condition of the provision of small holdings, ib. 4269~
4279-

Consideration of the difficulty as to cottages, &c., and the question of large owners
being helped by means of State loans at a low interest to provide the buvildings necessary
m sub-dividing their property into small holdings; pionable benefit to them by this
process, Owen 4437-4449. 4506-4572. 4579-4588. 4653——Prospect of building being
gradually provided by the holders ; objection on this score to their being 1elieved from
paynient at once of portiun of the purchase money, . 4579-4588. 4663, 4664.

Considerable difficulty which arises in the case of small buldings; gieat impoitance
of the tenant being allowed to erect his own buildings with a certainty of obtainiug com-,
pensation for improvements when he leaves, Didwell 5096-5103. 516y, 5205-5207.
5231-5243. 5257-5261. 5305-5310——Strony view that the responsibility of providing
buildings should be undeitaken by the holder alone, and not m any way by the local
authority ; grounds for this opimon, Fyffe 6127-6136. 6162-6164. 6293-62g6.

Obvious difficulty in regard to the eiection of buildings unless the people received some
assistance from the local nuthorities or from some other means, Littleton 645:-6455
Conclusion that unleas the tenant has some capital of his own, the question of building
on small holdings becowes a real diufficulty, Robertson 6593, 6504. 6600-6602. 6607—
6610. 6617, 6618, . -

Statement as to the much greater relative expense of buildings, fences, and roads on
small than op large faims ; obsticles on this score to the muluplication of small holdings,
Druce 7470. 7591-7598—- Objection to State loans for the provision of buildings on
small cccupations means now existing for meeting this difficulty, . 7591-7598.

Explanation that under the scheme advocated by witness, the landlord would pay for
the erection of buildings on the small farms, Ross 8354-8362 Disinclination of the
landlords in Ross-shire to encouwiage small holdings on account of the tenants refusing to
maintam the buildings, ih. 8476-84%3.

Desirability of power being given to the local authority to prove all the necessary
buidings 1n certam deserving cases; strong objection, however, to the Siate giving
facilities 1n the shape of a large loan for the acquisiion of land, buildings, &c., to persons
who are absolutely impecunious, Reid 8599-8611.

Estimate that nowadays the cost of farm-buildings, house, cattle-byres, &c., on a
farm of fiftv or <ixty acres would be about 250 10 300 L. ; considerable difliculty 1n the
extension of small holdings due to the heavy charge for providing bumldiag-, the expense
being vieater n propoition on a small than on a large ta'm, dlezander grog-giee.
Q155 et seq.

Belief that the owners do not cut up their estates into small farms because they cannot
afford to put up the buildings ; suggestion that an offer of cheap money might induce
them to do so, Duncen y267-9272. 9392-9403 Necessity of the local authority taking
more security in connection with buildings than with land ; opinwon that the tenants
could as well pay six or séven per cent, on the cost of buildings to the locsl authority as
to the present proprietor, but that five per cent. would be more reasonable, ik 9273~

9299. 9349 9411-9416. .
313. 3x2 Opinion
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BuIiLDINGS—continued.

2. Operation of the existing Laws in England and Scotland as regards Farm
Buildings ; varying Practice of Landlords in the matter : .

Opinion that the present Agricultural Holdings Act is very unfuir to the sitting tenant;
belief that unless proposed buildings are strictly necessary for the equipment of the farm,
there is6a primd facie ground for obtaining the previous consent of the landlord, Arnold
514-510.

Varying practice of witness as to the proyision of buildinzs on small holdings;
econony in their being erected by the cullwvators, Lord Wantage' 1652-1654. 1745.
1807. 1830, 1831, 188i-1833 Cheapness with which buildings are put up am?repalrs
carried out by small cultivators, 6. 1745. 1789. 1802, 1803.

Expenditure by witness on a building upon some land rented by him ; partial com-
pensation received upon sale of the land, Wimpenny 3483-3485. 3522-35¢20.

Gradual disappearance of homesteads and buildings which formerly existed under the
copyltold system ; mcreased provision vn the other hand of new buildings and labourers’
cottages simce wiclosures have been carned out, Squarey 3784, 3785. 3902-3909. 4032~
4035 Veiy exceptional erection o! buildings by tenants i England, these being

liberally ptovided by the landlmds, . 392¢, 3923 D fliculty on the score of buildings
if landlords let on ninety-mine years’ leases, 6. 400b7-3070,

Power given to landlords to boriow money for buildinus under Acts of Parliament
from the land impiovemeat companies ; costly character of the bwldings which must be
erected when money 15 obtained trom these compamies, Bidwell 5099-5103. 5232~
5238.

Infoimation as to the effect 1n Scotland of the Building Society Acts, showing the
manuer in which plots of land are required by members of building societies ; these Acts
are not taken advantage of either i Scotland or England for the purpose of acquiring
small holding~ for agricultural purposes, Huldane 8080-808g. 8226-8229 — Opinion
thai the Building Society Acts and the Indusuial aid Provident Societics Act give
suffiment facilities for the creation of small holdings ; disapptoval of the renewal of the
500 L stamp hmit, ¢b. 808g-8og1. 8113-8115. 8152, 8153.

Statement that the Scotch system of * melioration ” answers, upon the whole, when it
is an arrangement, but that the possession of the buildings by the proprietor 1s preferied,
Ross 8494, 8495.

Tendency m Scotland towar!s the absorption of small holdings checked in recent years
by the difficulty as to buildings, Sir G. Campbell 8684 Explanation that snder the
old system in Aberdeenshire the outgoing tenant was allowed for *“ meliorations” or im-
provements, but that under the new system there 1s a tendency to retwin to the English
custom of the landlord equipping the farm, 20. 8703, 8704.

Possibility of arrangements between landlord and tenant in Scotland as regards buld-
ings being facilitated by improvements in the Agricultural Holdings Act, dlezander
9123-9126 Import ot butter to the value of more than 8,000,000/ almost entirely
from countries of comparauvely small holdings, Collings 1036-1040 Preparatiou and
quality of Enghsh as compared with toreign butter, Pell 1487-148y.

Larger production of butter per animal in England than iu France, notwithstanding the
large impoits of butter from France into England, Craigie 5081 Information as to the
import of butter into England fiow foreign countries; statement that the importation of
French butter depends moie on its uniform character than on the extent ot its produc-
tion, b, 5082, 5083 Butter imported from France and Denmark 18 prncipally made
in laige co-operdtive factories rather than by individual proprietors, ib, 5082,

Infenor character of the butter made n Ireland, which accounts for the serious falling-
off in its impoitation wito England, Craigie 5084, 5085.

Retuin showing the quaniity and value imported in 1888 ; 4pp. 498.

Butterine (Margarine). Pieference for good butterine or margarine as compared with
bad butter, Pell 1372, 1373.

C.

Cambridgeshire. Considerable decrease some twenty years ago in the number of small
boldings in Cambridgesbire through the tendency to consolhidation ; tendency to smaller
farms m recent years, Pell 1276-1281 Conclusion that in Cambridgeshire there has
been no diminution of small owners, Druce 7408, 7409.——See also Chatteris.

Campbell, Sir George (Member of the Committee). (Analysis of his Evidence.)—

Desire of witness to give evidence especially from the Scotch point of view, 8678,
Belief that if there be an extension of small holdings it is almost a necessity that there
should be some system under which the tenant has such security of tenure that he may
invest
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Campbell, Sir George. (Member of the Committee.) (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

invest his capital in improvements with confidence, 8679-8681. 8712 Identity of the
modern feus with the tenure suggested in Mr. Jesse Collingy’ Bill; detailed explanation
of the feu system in Scotland, 8642, 8683. 8689—8699. 8719-8;26.

Tendency in Scotland towards the absorption of small holdings, checked in recent
yeara by the difficulty as to buildings, 8634 Reasons why the demand for small
boldings is less pronounced in Scotland than in England ; limitation of the active demand
for ownership to the neighbourhood of towns, 8685, 8384,

Points of difference between the systems of ownership of land in Scotland®and in
England, small agricultural ownership bemny: practically non-existent m the former,
8687 Statement that small agncultural holdings are conmon to the north of the
Tay, there being a limited number of small ownerships in Oikney under a Norwegian
tenuie ; successful development of the small furm system in parts of Aberdeenshire, 8700~
8703. 8728-8735.

Explanation that under the old system in Aberdeenshire the outgoing tenant was
allowed for *“ meliorations,” or improsements, but that under the new system there is a

,lendency to return to the English custom of the landlord equipping the farm, 8703,
8704 Atlention drawn to the county ot Fife, where the large farm system 18 seen
under the most favourable cncumstances; very large number of small holdings near
small towns and villages in Fife held by people who have other trades and occupations,
87035, 8506.

Belief that the absence of small agricultural faims in the southern counties of Scot-
land constitutes an obstacle to the impiovement of the labouiing classes ; information as
to Lord Dalhousie’s atiempt to create small holdings in Foifarshire, where a consider~
able demand on the pait of supeitor ploughmen exists for them, 8707, 8708 Con-
clusion that there would be very great difficulty in suggesting a rapid and radical
remedy for the present state of things, 8709.

Opinion that smull ownerships of gome kind are prefeiable, but that small tenancies
are, on the whole, moie practicable ; reasons for the impression that the presest time 1s a
very mauspicious one for the cieation ot small owneish:ps, 8710-8712. 8727. 8736, 8737

Approval of the proposal to utilise the municipaliues not onlv as regards small, but
also large, allotmeats ; doubt, however, as to the practicability of the proposal in view of
the large size of the farms in demand, 8712,

Suggestions for the improvement of the Scotch laws in order to give additional facili-
ties for the cieation of small holdings; also for the improvewment of the Auricultural
Holdings Act and the Ralway Acis, 8713, 4714, 8716-8718 — Recommended aboli-
tion of the monopoly at present enjoyed by u very small number of Scotch banks, which
impedes fieedom of borrowing, 8714 Non-objection to the advance of public money
in connection with small holdings it the purchaser pays down part of the money as

security ; belief, however, that anything hke the Ashbourne Act would be useless in
Scotland, 87!4, 8715.

Capital.” Important featuie of witness’ scheme in not withdraning the capital of small
cultivatms trom the land, Collings 566-583. 743——Illustration of the disadvantage
under which small farmers labour through want of capital, as compared with large farmers,
Squarey 3945-3947-

Advantage of giving tenants facilities to puichase small holdings by allowing them”
time to pay the incoming valuation; expediency, moieover, of assisting the small culti-
valors with capital, on adequate security, Bidwell 5145-5150. 5152-5160——Calcula-
tion that to furar profitably a small holding a man would require a capital of 10l an
acre, Beck 5363~5366, 5414-5417 Advantage of consolidation of farms under men
of capilal, as beneficial to agriculture generally, Punchard 6938-6940. 6995, 6996. 7199~
7200,

See also Buildings.  Purchase-Money. Quit-Rent. State Loans.

Cardiganshire. Large number of small owners and occupiers in Cardicaushire, the
aveinge size of the pioperties being sixty or seventy acres; dewand for these holdings
still increasing, although the puichaser has to stand at a higher rent than if he were
tenant, Jones 9450-9460. 9479-9483. 9549-9551——Approval of the creation of further
small holdings in Cardiganshire, owner-hip being preferred in all cases to tenancy, ib.
94384-9487-— Grounds for the belief that the occupiers being themselves the owners of
the land is a great social advantage; prosperous condition of the Cardiganshire free-
holders, th. 9461, 9462. 9465-9478. 9565-9572. 9606-g608.

See also Wales.

Caitle. Total number of cattle n England in 1875 and 1885, distinguishing between
groups of holdings ; average in 1885 of nineteen per 100 acres, App. 505.
See also’ Stock.

313. 3Xx3 Channel
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Channel Islands. Statement contaring information respecting holdings ocewpied by their
owners, 4pp. 503———"Particulars respecung the Channel Islauds export trade 1 the
several years, 1882-85, tb. 5006.

CHARITY LANDS:

Power under the Allotments Act of 1877 as to chanity lands being applicable to allot-
ments; expediency of the Charnity Cowmrssioners being reqnired 1o auihorise sales only
to the local authorities, Collings 708-714 Explanation that 1n advocating the future
sale of charity lands to lecal authoiities exclusively witness adants that the Chanty
Commissionets have heen legally Justified in sanctioning past sales to private individuals,
though he disapproves of thetr practice, i. 1101-1132.

Denial that the trustees of charity lands would be injured under a system of valuation
in selling to local authorities, Collings 1195~1111. 1131-1137—— Approvul of a com-
pulsors taw for the tiansfer of the whole of the charity lands to the local authorties;
consideration of objections thereto, 1109~1137——Explanation that in dealing with
chaiity Jand witness would not approve of any interference with the supply of allot-
ments, 2b. 1541-1544.

Chief complaint_against trustees of charity land at the present time that they omit to
let land 1n allotments, aud that they neglect 1o send in accounts, Dodd §547.

Evidence to the effect that the policy of the Charity Commissioners, as regards the sule
of chanty land, 1 regulated by the Chaiitable Tiusts Actsot 1853 and 1855,the principle
of that legislation being that the sale or exchange shall take place that 1» not advan-
tageous to the charity, Sir H. Longley 8738-8741. 8813, 8814. 8840, 8%41.

Report of 1872 read by witness setting forth the views of the Commissioners on the
subject, and showing that the obcervance of the Acts was ineisted upon; the Report
expresses their present views generally, the mam change being that the readiness to sell

3,

land has been slightly les<ened, Sir H. Longley 8742-8747. 8804 et seq. 8826.

Opimon thdt if restiictions. be imposed on the trustees of charities, as regards sales,
the market value of the land will Le depreciated; ulso that any iestriction in letting
land will tend to diminish the rent, Sir H. Longley 8743-8754. B763-8765 Non-
objection, as regards chanty lands, to the areas ot allotments under the Allotments Act
bemg extended from one to five or fifty acres, ib. $755-8759. 8773, 8774. 8794,
8795

Grounds for the belief that the interests of the beneficiaries under the chaiities are
not, as a rule, antagonistic to the interests of those who wish to take the land for small
holding purpeses; considerable local opposition sometimes to letting land for allorments,
8ir H. Longley 8760, 8761. 8766-8768. 8775, 8776. 8787, 8788, 8827-6830 Doubt
as to the trusives and beneficiaries of chaitties agieemg to the local authority taking over
all chanty land at a valuation, unless they were satisfied that they would get the full
value for it, 5. 8762. 8789.

Power of the Commissioners to revoke the ceitificate of exemptica which prevents
land being cut up into allotments; ahsence of facts, showing whether land under a
reveked certificate of exemption has depreciated in value, Sir H. Longley 8769-8772
——-Explanation that the trustees imtiale the proceedings for the sale of land, and
that the Commissioners decide whether the sale 1s desirable or not; strong impression
that trustees can never be so elastic in their management ot land as private owuers, i,
8780-8785, 8795-8803. 8807-8825. 8336-8839.

Suggestion that the best way of getting chanity land let in allotments or small holdings
would be to empower the trustees to let 1t to some body, which would undertake the
management of the business ; non-objection to entrusting 1t to a zood local authority,
such as the rural sanitary authonty, Sir H. Longley t785, 8786. 8831-8835——>5trong
objection to all the duties of the trustees being handed over to the local authority, i.
8790-8793.

Great desire on the part of people to take the existing fuel allotments of charity land
under the old Inclusure Acts and cultivate them, Birkett go17.

Paper handed in by Sir Henry Longley with reference to the Suttcn Charity, and in
explanation of tae legal points in dispute as to the power of the Charity Commssioners
under the Allotments Extension Act of 1882 of authorising a sale of charity lauds vested
in them under the Chantable Trusts Act, 1853, and the Charitable Trusts Amendment
Act, 18553 judgment of M1, Justice Chitty to the effect that the Commissioners have
not been deprived of the power in question, App. 508-510.

Chatteris (Cambridge). Information respecting the character and extent of the holdings
in the pansh of Chatteris, in the Isle of Ely; in this paiish there are from seventy-five to
eighty occupiers farming from fifteen to fifty acres, Bidwell 5124-5138. 5210-5220
——Considerable demiand for the smaller holdings in the parsh; explanation that
when small freeholds come into the market they are rarely bought by men who cultivate
them themsclves, ib. 5137, 5128. 5299, 5300. Che
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Cheese. Quantity and value imported in 1886; App. 498.
See also Linports. Production.

Cheshire. Infurmation as to the mumber and character of small Loldings in the district
about Sutton Weaser ; approval of their increase if they can be made profitable, Righy
7281~7205. 7525-7334— Similar value of the pasture as of the arable land, i6. 7329~
7334, 1b. See also Delamere.

Church Lands. See Ecclesiastical Commission. Glebe Lands.

Clay, Mr. ( Royal Commission of 1882). Importance attached to several recommendations
by Mr. Clay, who stiongly advocated increased secuiity of tenure, redaction of rent,
compensation for unexhausted improvements, and other reforms, Collings 641-643.

Claydon. See DBuckinghuamshire.

College Property. Advantage if some of the lands belonging to the Colleges of Oxford
and Cambridge were in the bands of the local authonties for conversion into cultivating
ownerships ; very bad cultivation at preseut, Collings 727. '

See also University College (Ozford),

Collings, Jesse. (Member of the Committee.) (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Stron
interest taken by witness for many years ia the question of allotments and small holdings,

great importance being attached by him to a multiplication of holdings not only as
affecting rural but urban populations, 1-4.

Conclusion that ths allotment question is not before the presegt Committee for con-
sideration ; distinction didwn between allotments and small holdings, 5-10——-Consider-
able benefit already conferred upon the agricultural population by the facilities under the
Acts of 1882 and 1887 for the acquisition of allotments, 6-8,

Gieat and growing desire of the rural classes for the possession of small hoidings, 6
———Two classes of small bolders, the one obtaining their hving from the land by rasing

produce for sale, the other using the land as an additional means of subsistence to some
other occupation, 10, 11."

‘Several instances cited typical of a numerous class of cases in which traders and others
could advantazeously combine the culuvation of a small holding with their ordinary
Eusiness, 12, 13 Twe-fuld benefit, in so far as occuprers in villages and rural districts

would not only obtain a living locally, but would no longer nugrate to the large towns in
displacement of labour there, 14, 15.

Statement as regards the number of small holdings that one great cause of diminution
is the practice of consolidation of small farms into laige ones, which went on for a con-
siderable period; contrary tendency at the present time, 16-21. 33-53. 56 ——Further
cause of dimmution by the extinction of small freeholders who have been indyced to sell
their holdings thiough the high price obtainable i past times when land has been in
great demand, 22-26. 30~-32. 56. .

Reference to, and extracts from, the Report of the Royal Commission of 1867 spon
Ewplovment in Agriculture; evidence therein as to the consolidation of farms, whilst
there is a conflet of opinior as to the advantage thereof, 27-45 —— Cominent upon the
views expressed by Mr. Culley, one of the Assistant Commissioners in 1867, as to the
relative advantages of large and small farms with regard to employment, and the rate of
wages, 41~-45——DBelief that machinery (with the exception of the steam-plough) is used
quite as much on small as on large farms ; reference hereon to the practice in Belgium,

46-49.

Restrictive statutes in force in former times against the undue consolidation of farms
and the eviction of small occupiers, 54 Restriction in Denmark upon sub-division of
faims into less than twenty-five acres, 55— Fruitful cause of the diminution of small
freeholders by reasor: of the unlimited power of mortgage which they possess; strong
opinion as to the expediency of restrictions upon this power, 57-61 Prejudicial

operation in France of the practice of peasant propiietors in borrowing and in mortgaging
their buildings, 58..

Almost total extmction of the large class of peasant proprietors who formerly existed
in this country ; disappearance of this class due mainly to the great extension of inclosures,
public and private,, 0 former times, 62-¢8. 132 Reference to the difficoliles and
expense of land transfer as a great barrier to the creation of small holdings, 64, 65—
Statistics and explanations as to the excessive inclosures of wastes and commons, and the
great number of Inclosure Acts, in the present century and previously thereto; this has

been fatal to the peasant class and the commoners, though it was doubtless done mainly
for the public good, 66-98. 125~134.

Evidence cited in support of the conclusion that the peasantry were far better off in

the middle ages than they are at present, 78-83 Great prejudice to agriculwral
labourers through the disappearance of small farms, they having no longer the oppoytunity
to gradually improve their position, 87-g6. Co ¢

. 818 . 3x4 Amended




526 . . COLLINGS

Report, 188g—continued.

Collings, Jesse. (Member of the Committee.) . (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Amended prineiples of legislation Jaid down in the Inclosure Acts of 1845 and 1876,
as stipulating that inclosures must be for the gvod of the whole neighbourhood, ug~101
——— Check in so [ar as inclosures must now be sanctioned by the Land Commi-sion, 101
—— Comment upon inclosutes through the action of the lord of the manor in nrianging

" with the commoners ; 1his applies chiefly to new lords, the old lords having more con-
sideration fcr the rurul population, 103-107. 184 Strong opinion that the rights of the
lord as to inclo-uies should be stopped altogether, 105.

Statistics founded on the Census Returns, and explanations thereon to the effect that
since 1871 thete has been a very large decreace of the population employed upon the
land in proportion to the total population of the country, 107-123 Strong deswe of
the labouring classes to reman upon the land nstead of being forced into the towns,
124.

Statement to the effect that the commoners and small occupiers have practically
received no compensation in respect of inclosures since 1845, though the Act of that
year and of 1876 provided compensation in the discretion of the Inclosure Commis-
siuners ; very small acreage assigned to the labouring poor out of the inclosures, 125~
131 Extinction of the right~ and ptivileges of the commoners, partly through their
inability to be represented before the Comissioners, 130, 131.

Denial that the extinction of peasant propiietors and the consolidation of their holdings
can be justified even though the production of the land weie thereby much increased,
133-136——Ghounds for the contention that the production generally on large farms is
not greater relatively than on small holdings below fifty acres ; that is, taking into con-
sideration, not only corn, but vegetables, pouitry, eggs, &c., 136-160—— L.pormous im-
port of cheese, poultry, bacon, eggs, and other articles suitable for cultivation on small
holdings at home, 151-160.

Great and numerous difficulties in the way of any 1estitution or restoration of the
inclosures to their former u<es; necessary abandonment by witness of a Bill which he
proposed to subnut to Pairhament for this puipose, 161-165 Conclusion as to the
entire inadequacy of private efloits or the o eration of companics as a means for the
extended cteation of small holdings throughout the country, 166-170.

Argument that the required facilities for the extension of small holdings can best be
given thiough the local authotities rather than direct by the State, 171-176——Details
respecting the land legislation of Prussia and its very salutary operation 1 rooting the
peasantry on the soil: stiong opposition un the part of the landloid class, but without
effect, 176-185. 189 Reference to the foiegoing legislation as not being now upplicable
to tlis country, where the object 1n view is to re-create a class 1ather than tu establish
one which only paitially exists, 183-18g.

Entire dissent fiom the views of one of the Assistunt Commissioners adverse to small
holdings mn Wales, 186.

[Second Examination.]—Summary of the provisions of the Small Holdings Bill, as
1e-utroduced by witness in the present Session; main object to empower the county
authority or distiict council to purchase land and sub-divide it for sale into holdings up
to forty or fifty acies, 552, 553—— Proposal that only one-fourth of the purchase-money
be provided by the purchaser, and that he should pay in perpetuity to the local autherity
interest on the 1emaining three-fourths at the rate of 1 per cent. more than the latter
can borrow it fur from the State, 553~565.

Explanation that the purchaser paying one-foutth would have fixity of tenure and be
the practical owner, with right of sale, so long as he paid a quit-rent in the form of
interest on the 1emaining three-fouith~, 557-563. 571-574. 587-590——Justification of
the profit to be made by the local authoruy by 1eceiviug 1 per cent. more than they pay;
propused investment of this amount, so that i forty-seven years the debt to the State
might be paid off, 563-565. 563. 570.

Advantages claimed for witness’ scheme as compared with purchase out-and-out by
the holder by annual instalments ; chi®f advantages in capital not being withdrawn from
the cultivation of the land and in there being a check upon sub-letting and sub-division,
566-583——Further value of the scheme as tending to prevent recourse 10 mortgages
by small cultivators, 569. '

Explanation that the local authorities would be merely quit-rent receivers, through
the fax collectors, but should enforce provisions against sub-letting and for the cultiva-
tion of the land, 571-583 Tmprobability of such a fall in the value of the holdings
that the tenants would have to pay'a rack-rent, 573-578.

Non-objection to perpetual leaseholds in the hands of the local authorities, though
witness objects to private .leaseholds, 584-586 Provisions proposed as to the local
authority getting the benefit of the unearned <increment, as when land is required for
buildings ; fair compensation to be made to the tenants in such cases, 587-592.

Operation upon the Dodford Estate, Worcestershire, of a system of small holdings,
subject
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subject to a quit rent, 597-599 Reference to the feu system in Scotland as in no way
providing for any relief to the ratepayers, 600, Go1——Particulars of a system of per-
petual tenure and small holdings in parts of Holiand very similar to that advocated by
witness ; satisfactory cultivation under this system, 602-607. 648-654. 769-772.

Exawination upon the queetions whetber under witness’ scheme the iuterast or quit
rent, in addition to one-fourth «f the purchase-money, would not represent a far heavier
charge than the rent now paid, and thas render the scheme snoperative ; dissent from
this view on the ground ofp the great value attached to ownership and security of tenure,
608-62g Dissent also from certain calculations purportinz to show that the small
cultivator would have to pay about 60 per cent. more rent in order to obtain security of
tenure, 619- 629. \

Information relative to the ¢ Arfefeste” tenure in Denmark, and the satisfactory
working of small holdings under this tenure, which is held subject to a quit rent, with
provisions against subdivision helow twenty-five acres, 630-634. 773 Very complex
character of the English copyhold system as cownpared with the foregoing tenure,
631.

Comment upon the conclusions of the Royal Commission of 1882 adverse to peasant
proprietors; insufficient evidence before them on the subject, 637-641. 643——>Strong
approval of several recommendations by Mr. Clay, 641-643.

Statistics showing the very sinall amonnt of land now held by cultivating owuers,
644--647——DMuch larger proportion of cultivating owners in Holland than in England,
648, 649 — Cultivation of tweunty-five acres per man in Holland, 651 —— Grounds for
the conclusion that not only in England, but in Holland and Belgium, the rents of
small holdings aie higher than those of large holdings, 652-655. v61.

Evidence in detail to the effect that the total productiveness per acre is greater in the
case of small than of large holdings, 656-671— Continual care and labour devoted to
the laud where the small cultivator has security of tenure, the 1esult being additional pro-
duction, b57-669. 672, 673.

Ilustration in the case of Pentrasse Moor Estate, Cornwall, of the great impetus
given 10 the productiveness of land by small cultivators, 662-665 Statistics and cal-
co'ations as to the much larger number of horses, cows, sheep, and pigs, per acre, on
fairos under 100 acres thun on larger faims, 667, b68——Specially farge production of
poultry, eggs, butter, and cheese on small holdings, 669 Exception taken to the con-
clusion that more corn is giown per acre on large than on small farms, 670, 671.

Strony udvocaty of a simplified system of registration and transfer of land, as facili-
tating the cication of small holdings ; great advantages on this score of the system in
Australia, as set forth by Sir Robert Tourrens, 674-679 View of Sir Robert Torrens
that the foregoing system could be introduced still more easiiy in"this country, 67g.

Further reference to forwer inclosures as having increased the vield of food and led to
improved cultivation, though they have been most prejudizial 10 a lar:e class of small
cultivators, 680-682. 766-—Instance 1n the case of the Ashdown Forest iuclosure of
the insufficient protection of smalil holders by the Inclosure Acts, 683-685. 765.

Suggested restriction upon loids of manors as regards common rights, witness pro-
posing that the common and manotiai rizhts be utilised for the provision of small hold-
ings, 686-691. y03-707 Very large area of waste and uncultivated land available to
be dealt with by the local authonities; proposal that there be a commission of inquiry as
to their extent, character, and fitness for reclamation, 6y2—707 Proposal also that
steps be taken lor securing that former mclosures are duly cultivated, 6g3.

Power under the Allofments Act of 1887 as to charity lands being applicable to
allotments; expediency of the Chaiity Conimissioners being required to authorise sales
only to the focal authoiities, 708-7i4——Suggestion also that in certain cases the local
authoities should have compulsoiy powers to purchase Crown lands, as when unlet,
715, 716.

Total of 659,548 acres of glebe land distributed throughout the courntry and peculiaily
suitable for small ownerships, 717-719 Proposal that there be a 1estriction upon the
sale of glebe lands to private owners, and that the local authonties should bave power
to purchase for small holdings, but without preventing sale for allotments, 718, 720,
721,

Statement in favour of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners selling to local authorities for
the creation of small holdings, ;22-727——Advantage, also, if some of the lands belong-
~ . -}
my to the colleges of Oxford and Camhiidge were in the hauds of the locul authorities
fur conversion mto cultivating owneiships; very bad culiivation at present, 727———Sug-
gestion for the 1edempticn of tithes by the surrender of portion of the land, which might
be converted into small holdings, 728.

Evidence in suppoit of the conclusion that men can profitably cultivate small hold-
ings, as distinct from allotments, whilst engaged also in other occupations or trades, 730~

313. 3Y 742.




528 COLLINGS

Report, 1889—continued.

Chollings, Jesse. (Member of the Committee.) (Aualysis of his Evidence)—continued.

742. 776———Great value attached to spade labour, %33-735 Tmporiant feature
of witness’ echeme in not withdrawing the capital of small cultvators from the land,
743.

Advantage of owneiship a3 the best means of getting over the difficulty as to build-
ings and compensation for improvements, 744, 745. 782—~ Compensation now given fof
fruit trees planted by the tenant, 746, 747——Question considered as to small holders
under the local authonities being allowed to mortgage their holdings, and as to the rate
at which they can borrow, 748-755.

' Entire confidence of witness in local authonties, as at present constitated, for carrying
out the propused scheme, 757-761 High value of good land further adverted to,
762-764——Full power to be exercised by the local authority in the matter of sub-
division, 767, 768.

Advantage claimed for witness’ scheme as compared with the systems in force in Hol-.
land and Denmark, 744-——Eflect of the consolidation of holdings, jointly with inclo-
sures, in driving the people off the land, 775. 78r——Statement as to nearly all the
gieat impiovements in agriculture having been made by owners of large farms who have
been men of capital, 777+—~—Dec:ded encouragement to thrift under a system of small
holdings, 778.

Very hittle land for sale by landowners save under Lord Cairns’ Act; limited operation
of the Act, 770, 780 ~—Necessity of fuither legislation, though there is some tendency
in owners to subdivide large farms, 781. 783 Piovision in witness’ Bill for meeting
the difficulty as to buildings where small holdings are created, 782 General demand
for small holdings, 782.

Non-objection to some linit to the extent of operations of the local authorities,
785 Large 1eduction expect.d eventually in the rates from the operation of witness’
scheme, 786, 787——Futher consideration of the question of unearned increment, and
of the circumstances under which the occupying owner or the local authority should be
entitled, 788-8o1.

[ Third Examination.]—Large amount of stock on small holdings turther adverted to,
witness reiteraling that there are in proportion more horses, cows, sheep, and pigs on
farms under than over 100 acies, 802, 803. 825-829. 968 ef seg.——Extra amount of
manure, as compared with the amount on laige holdings, 803. 999-1001——Facility
in small holders hiting machinery, ploughs, &ec., from their neighbours, or combining
o have maclnery between them, 804. 961-967——Othei classes besides agricultural
labourers among whom there 1s 1« demand for small holdings; douabt as to this demand
heing met to any appreciable extent, 806-808. 818.

Want of incieaseg facilities for a still further extension of market gardens; difficulty
as to trans:t of the produce, 80og~-811~——Great value attached to the Cottage Gardens
and Allotments Compensation Act of 1887; 812-814——Further suggestion that there
should be a full inquiry and report with respect to downs and commons in view of
further legislation, 815.

Summary of witness’ reasons for the abandonment of compulsory powers in the local
authoiliies ; great opposition otherwise to his Bill, 816, 817.

Expediency of mamtaining a continuous cultivating ownership without any power of
subletting o subdivision, 81g, 820. 837-839 Inmportance attached to the sense or
teeing of absoluie ownership, though the owner would be liable in perpetuity
10 a quit rent of about 4 per ceni. on three-fourths of the value of the holding, 8:0-
824. 833-839—— Advautage if 1eliable returns could be obtained as regards poultry,
825-827. :

High rent chaiged for some small holdings as compared with the payment proposed
to be made in the form of quit rent, 830, 831 —— Larger returns and profits to be
made by cultivating owners than by ordinary tenants subject to notice, 832-836. 840-
843.

Explanation that witness advocates the re-creation of smal! freeholders, rather than
of tenants, the former class having been displaced by legislation, 844-850 Sugges-
tions as to the size, respectively, of self-contained holdings for agricultunsts exclusively
and of holdings for men having other occupations as well, 846-861.

Full admission that immense benefit bas resulted to sgriculture from inclosures and
the dimintition of small holdings, but with the extinction of the class of commeoners, the
increase of pauperism, and other evils ; exammation in detail hereon, witness submitting
the entire inadequacy of the compensation given or of the allotments reserved to the
commoners and others, ¥62-go5 Statement on the subject of cow-gates, and the
extent to which piovided in Yorkshire and Lincolnshiie, 875-881.

Evidence w support of the view that not only is there an insufficient number of small
holdings for the agiicultural classes, but that there are not sufficient facilities given to
the labourers to rise in the social scale by an agricultural career, go6 et seq. Excep-

tional
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tional circumstances in the case bf Cornwall, which account for the unusually large
number of small boldings in that county, g16-918.

Consideration of exceptions taken to witness’ conclusions as to the greater relative
nomber of cattle, horses, sheep, and pigs on the smaller than the larger farms, 920, g21.
968 et seq. 1015-1016——Argument that npt only is the production, but the profit also,
greater per acre on small than on large holdings, g2o-g30. 459, 960. 1004.

Fuither examination as to the several buildings required for koldings of ten acres
upwards, such as cow-house, stable, cart-shed, and pig-sty, besides the cottage, and as
to the cost thereof ; provision in witness’ Bill for obtaning loans for this purpose, g31-
960——- Optnion that the cottage and buildings for a holding of ten acres might be pro-
vided for about 1502, 947-956.

Consideration of certain agricultural returns for Scotland and for England with
reference speetally to the number of sheep on holdings of different sizes, the results
being somewhat at variance with the conclusions ariived at from the statistics submitted
by witness, 973-9g0 Advantage, as regards cultivation, from the larger relative
pumber of houses on small than on large farms, 991, gg2. -

Contention that, generally, small holdings are better cultivated thaun large farms, and
receive, in proportion, more manual and horse labour, gg3-1004——Question considered
whether in the Isle of Axholme the small holdings are not very imperfectly cultivated,
and have fallen greatly in value, g95-1003. 1068-1074.

Examination as to the quantity and value of bacon, ham, cheese, butter, marganne,
and cther articles imported from countries where small holdings prevail ; admission that
bacon, cheese, and hams come mainly from the United States and Canada, where the
holdings are for the most part large, 1017-1040 Powt of witness’ argument that the
articles 1n question are very suitable for pioduction on small holdings in this country,
1020. 1029—1032-—— Tendency to smaller farms in the United States, 1033. 1041
Import of butter to the value of more than 8,000,000 I almost entirely from countries of
comparatively small holdings, 1036~1040 Prejudicial effect of preferential raillway
rates as regards home production, 1041-1043.

Farther reference to the Richmond Commussion as not having fully inquired into the
system of small holdings, though the Report wag adverse to peasant proprietors, 1044~
1046 —— Thrifty character and comfortable condition of small holders in France ; doubt
as to any advantage to them on the score of protective duties, 1047-1049. 1088-1099
——Explanation in connection with the smalier relative production ot wheat, barley, and

otatoes 1n France than in England ; very inferior character of some of the wheat land
1n France, 1050-1053

Evidence 1n further support of the view that there is a great area of wasie and un-
cultivated laad in England which might be utilised by small cultivitors, and that a Special
Commussion or the Land Commission should obtain a survey of this Jand and report as
to its fitness for cultivation, 1054-1064.

Examination to the effect that under witness’ scheme of loans by local authorities to
small cultivaters there would be no such risk of loss to the ratepayers, even in times of
depression, as should militate against the adoption of the scheme, 1065-1083 Limited
extent to which the policy of free trade has caused the disappearance of cultivating
owners, as compared with other causes long before, 1084-1087 Dissent from the view
that free trade 1n this country, whilst there is protection in Prance and Germany, would
be prejudicial 10 small cultivators, 1087-1100.

Explanation that, in advocating the future sale of charity lands to local authorities
exclusively, witness admits that the Charity Commissioners have beqn legally justified in
sanctioning past sales to private individuals, though he disapproves of their practice,
1101-1132— Denial that the trustees of charity lands would be injured under a system
of valuation n selling to local authorities, 1105-1111. 1131-1137—— Approval of a com~
pulsory law for the transfer of the whole of the charity lands to the local autherities;
consideration of objections thereto, 110g-1137.

Tendency generally of the extension of small holdings to prevent migiation to towns ;
increasing migration 1n France ever since 1846, the rural districts having been excessively
populated, 1138-1144.

Fired quit rent to be paid vuder witness’ scheme, without any reduction 1n bad times,
1145-1147 Limited power of morteage to be given to the cultivating owner, 1148
——Restiictions to be imposed also in the matter of cultivation, 1149-1156——Proposed
check upon subdivision ; suggestion hereon that the holding, when dealt with by will,
must be lefl to one person, 1157-1160,

[Fourth Examination.]—Reiteration of statement that the class of small caltivators
have been squeezed out of existence by the inclosures which have been made, mainly
in the latter part of the last century and the first part of the present century ; inclosure
of some 7,000,000 acres of land under pivate Acts previously to 1845; 1512-1515.

313. ’ 3Y2 1615
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1617-1621 Former tendency, moieover, to the'consolidation of farms, the small free-
holds having been extingwished, 1514—1516——Great barrier to the creation of a peacant
proprietary through the operation of the laws of entail and settlement, which should be
abolished, 1519~15¢23.

Improved condition of the small holders on the Dodford estate since they have culti-
vated strawberries, 1524-1529—~—Opinion that generally fruit-growing is one of the
most 1mportant means for the profitable use of small holdings, 1529.

Unduly laree number of very small holdings in Ireland, too small for a family to live
upon, 1530-1540 Explanation that in dealing with chanty land witness would not
approve of any interference with the supply of allotments, 1541-1544.

Several advantages in the fieeholder paying only a fourth of the purchase money
and being subject to a perpetual quit-rent, instead of having the option to complete the
purchase at any time, 1545-1547. 1622~1629 lmportant advantage in so far as the
ratepayers would be benefited by the scheme; examination, however, as to the rate at
which the local authority can borrow and the excess rate to be charged to the cultivator,
1546. 1548-1563.

Condition as to the freehold tenant selling to another cultivator, subject to check on
the part of the local authority, 1564-1566 Fuither statement as to theie being ample
security against loss to the ratepayers, even in the event of bad cultivation by the
tenant, 1568-1576 Respects in which small holders paying a quit-rent of about 4 per
cent. on three-fourths of the value would be better off than freeholdeis paying interest on
money borrowed 1n the open maiket, 1577-1583. 1622-162g.

Instance of a small cultivator earning good wages as a labourer, 158g——Illustration
of the profitable resalts of cow-keeping on small farms; expediency of a large extension
of small dairy farms, 15901600 Opinion that a man and his family could do well
upon a holding of twenty-five acres, aiable and gras«, 1593, 1594——Non-objection to
the local authority buying holdings of from twenty-five to filty acres, us well as large
holdings, 1601~1604.

Expediency of some better secunty of tenuie being provided for the very large number
of existing small farmers in England and Wales; approval of their having a right of
pre-emption n the event of sale of their holdings, 1605-1816 Long and per-istent
struggle on the pait of the peacantry 1n former times to retain their land against encroach-
ments and inclosures, and to make 2 stand against the harsh or illegal exercise of
manorial nghts, but without success, 1617-1621.

Difficulty in applying to this countrv the homestead law in force in the United States,
1631-1634—— Conclusion that there can be no douht about the larger employment of
Jabour on smallithan on large holdings, 1635.

Further explanation that witness is favomable to compulsion in connection with his
scheme, but has dispensed with a compulsory clause m his Bill iu view of the oppositicn
which it would entail, 1636-1642."

Commons. .Suggestion that loids of manors be interdicted from acquiring commean rights,
and that the common and manorial rights be purchased by the local authorities with a
view to the land being let to small cultivators, Collings 686-691. 703-707 Evidence
in support of suggestion that there should be a full inquiry and report with respect to
downs and commons, 1z view of further legislation, . 6g2-707. 815. 1054-1064.

Information as to the true and the prescriptive rights of common ; definition of the
several descriptions of commonable land, Birkett 8847-8856. 8860 Grounds for the
opinion that the, nghts of the commoners are paramount and are much more important
than the rights of the owner or lord of the manor, 5. ¥857-8861 Decided opinion
that if the commonels had made use of the privileges granted by the Commons Act of
1876, they would have been better able to defend their rights, 0. goo8-go1o.

See also Inclosures. Waste and Uncultivated Land.

Compensation for Improvements. Gieat value attached to the Cottage Gardens and
Allotments Compensation Act of 1887, Collings 812-814—- Doult as to the necessity
of any further legislation in 1espect of compensation to tenants on the matter of fruit
trees, buildiags, &c., which they have provided, Lord Wantage 1gog-1919.

Expediency of the outgoing tenant being fully compensated for improvements, Hughes
4321-4324——Great hardship in some cases in North Wales where tenants have bad to
buy the cost of their own improvements ; expediency of a fair system of compensation for
impiovements, Ouen 4618. 4657, 4658.

Essential part of witness’ scheme that full compensation should be given to tenants for
improvements ; opimon that when a tenant goes out he should obtain compensation for
mmprovements even though the leting value had dmninished, Dodd 5582-5593- §685-
56y3——Contention that tenants should not be deprived of compensation tor improve-
ments for any reason, even forfeiture for non-payment of rent, i. 5590-5593. Doubtful

: oubtlu
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Compensation for Improvements—continued,

Doubtful opinion as to the expediency of giving tenants compensation for improve-
ments in the event of their leaving their land, as proposed in a Bill of last year, Fyffe
6292 ——Complants of tenants in Aberdeenshire as to the insufficient compensation
under the Agricultural Holdings Act, dlezander go38-goqo —— In-tances of the serioas
disadvantage of insccurity of tenure, there being little or no compensation for improve-
ments; expediency of improving the Agricultural Holdings Act to provide for these
cases, Jones 9463-9468. 9551. g60g-g614.

See also Buildings.

CoMPULSORY POWERS (L0OCAL AUTHORITIES):

Summary of witness’ reasons for the abandonment of compulsory powers in the local
authorities ; great opposition otheswise to his Bill, follings 816, 817 ——Further cxpla-
nation that witness is favourable to compulsion in connection with his scheme, but his
dispensed with a compulsory clause in his Bill in view of the opposition which it would
entail, &, 1636-1642 Approval of increased facilities for the acquisition of small
boldings, though compulsory powers should not be given, Pell 1240-1247. 1289-1292.
1317-1322. 139! et seq.

Opinion that the landlord should be compelled to lease to the local authority, the
latter leasing to the tenants, Holman 2826-2831. 3185-31g0 Satisfaction expressed
with Mr. Colling<’ Bill if 1t be made compulsory ; examination hereon to the effect that
gome limit of area should be drawn in applying compulsion, and that witness is not
prepared to submit detailed suggestions on the subject, Stundring 3221-3224. 3276~
3301 Conclusion adverse generally to compulsory powers in the matter of small
holdings, Wimpenny 3401-3409.

Exsmination as regards Mr. Collings’ Bill to the effect that though it would doubtless
operate beneficially, it is expedient to at once applv the compulsory principle, so as to
secure a sufficient amount of laud beng available, Gibbons 3575-3596. 3626 et seq. 3686-
a71g—— Difficulty appiehended unless there be compulsion not ouly upon the landiord
to sell, but wpun the local authority to buy; exammation hereon as to the actual
facihties to be given by the latter to small ‘holders, ib. 3578~3596. 3626-3650. 3662—
3672. 3686-3719-

Advocacy of compulsory powers in local authorities for the purchase of land and for
subdividing it, providing the necessary buildings, and letting it to small tenants, 7' Jones
4673 et seq. Grounds for the opinion that the land should be bought by the local
authority by valuation instead of by public auction, ib. 4769-4778. 4798-4811. 4861
et s6q. 4940-3945 Explanation that witness would not empower the local authority to

acquire and subdivide farms above sixty or seventy acres in actual possession and culti-
vation by the owner, ib. 4861-4882.

Approval of the proposal to give to local authorities compulsory power to purchase
land ; suggestion that for this purpose the money should be provided partly out of
succession duties and partly out of the rates, Dodd 5497-5534- 5625-5642. 5708-5715

Concurrence in the proposal of giving to local authorities compulsory powers to
puichase; belef that many landlords would welcome compulsory powers for the reason
that they desire to increase small holdings, Fyffe 6154-6158. v201. 6233-6235. 6300-
6302,

Approval of the Small Holdings Bill as giving the best facilities for the creation of
small holdings ; beliet, however, that the compulsory clauses would not be generally
approved, J. 4. Smith 73547369 Opinion that the compulsory power to obtain
land is a very valuable portion of the Bill, Reid 8661-8664——DBelief that the Bull
will not be of much advantage unless it enables the local authority to compulsorily
acquire land and tu advance money at less than the present rate, ‘G. Jones g558.

See also Legislution, Local Authorities.

Consolidation of Holdings. Statement as regards the number of small holdings that one
great cause of diminution is the practice of consolidation of small farms into large ones,
which went on for a considerable period; cuntrary tendency at the present time,
Collings 16-21. 33-53. §6——Relerence to extracts from thé Report of the Royal
Commission of 1367 upon employment in agriculture; evidence therein as to the
consolidation of farms, whilst there is a cunflict of opinion as to the advantage thereof]
b, 27-45——Efect of the former consolidation of holdings, jointly with inclosures, in
driving the people off fhe land and in extinguishing the small ireebolders, 5. 775. 781.
1514-1516.

Considerable depression in the farming interest in witness’ locality; great mistake in
the consolidation of farms, Hofman 3007, 3008. 3104-3108—Be¥ief that the process
of consolidation hus been considerubly checked by the difficulty which exists in 1egard
to the letting of large furms, Fyffe 5979, 5380.

Belief that the consolidation of small farms under one owner, as in Westmoreland,
has benefited agriculture geneially ; large capital available for the improvement of the
313. 3r3 land
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Consolidation of Holdings—continued.

land when held by large owners, this not applying in the case of small owners, Punchard
6938-6g40. 6986. 6995, 6996. 7196-7200 Benefit not only to the occuprers of the
district, but to the local trade generally, ib. Gg85-69g —— Admission that rural trade
is affected so far as there is reduction n the population through amalgamation of farm-
ing, ¢b. 6988-6996. 7135-7142.

Aggregation of land in the hands of a few immediately after the abolition of feudal
tenures by the Statute of 1660; tendency of the Statute of Merton and the Statute De
Donis of Edward 1. towaids the aggregation of land, the former Statute encouraging
illggal mclosuies, Birkett 8933-8941. 8955-8967. goo3-goo7. go18-goz24.

Continued progress of consolidation of small farms in East Ross, except durinz recent
years; buildivgs are usually levclled when farms are consolidated, Ross 8271-8279
8496-8500 Statement that there were many small proprietors iIn Aberdeenshire for-
merly, but that they were wiped out when the process ot agricultural improvement
began, Alexander gog6-g104 Great diminution in the number of small holders all
over Scotland, in consequence of the small holdings having been thiown into large
holdings in order to piotect the game, and also on account of the expensive repairs to
buildings that are often vecessary on the expiry of the lease of a small holding, Duncan
9%25-9243- 9352-9364. g426-9431.

Cornwall. Exceptional circumstances in the case of Cornwall which account for the
unusually large number of small holdings 1n that county, Collings g16-g18.

Cow-gates. Statement on the subject of cow-gates, and the extent to which provided in
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, when inclosures have been cained out, Collings 875-881
—— Efforts made by Lord Bective, n Westmoreland, to let pasture as cow-gates;
failure of this system owing to the difficulties through the want of separate builldings for
the cattle, Punchard 7178, 7179. 7205-7209.

Craigie, Major Patrick George, F.s.s., F.R.G.S. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Is secretary
of the Ceniral Chamber ot Agriculture, and also of the Royal Staustical Society;
represented the Agricultural Department of the Privy Council at the Conference at
Rome, 4946-4949.

Information in regard to the special inquities made hy witness us to the size of agn-
cuoitural holdings, both 1n this and other countries, 4950-4956 —— Opinion that in the
reference to the Committee aje involved two questions, one of policy and one of fact;
view that the policy of the piesent mquiry rests upon.the ecomomic question, and also
upon the social question, 4957-4961.

Statement that as 1egards the numbers of owners there are no reliable data; general
impiession, however, that theie has been a diminution over a considerable period, 4957.
4961. 4965-4969 Suggestion that theie should be a combiuation ot our fiscal returns
with the Ordnance Smvey, with the object of having an accurate return of the numbers
of owneis of land in this countty ; appioval also of the proposal that there should be an
extended system of compulsory 1egistration of land, 4967.

Information as to the number of occupiers who farm laud in this country which they
themselves possess; grounds upon which Wales and Scotland aie excluded from the
Return handed in by witness, 4970-4988 Serious defect in the Scotch Agricultural’
Returns that all the mountain Jand is left out ; statement that only 25 per cent. of the
whole area of Scotland is accounted for at all, 4978-4984.

Explanation that in Wales only 6o per cent. of the whole surface is accounted for in
the Agnecultoral Returns, 4981 —— Considerable unwillingness on the part of farmers in
regard to filling up the Returns in England ; belief, however, that this feeling, which was
the result of misapprehension, 18 gradually dying out, 4992.,

Information n regard to the number of cultivators iu England only; statement that
the general tendency 1s a slight increase in the number of occupations, 4994-5036——
Difficulty in distinguishing between small holdings occupied for purposes of profit and
small villas which are held for pleasure; tendency in regard to the holdings of land to
dispersion rather than to agglomeration, 5016-5026.

Statement that the geographical conditions which determine the presence of small
holdings are very different in the various counties, 5027-5036 Returns of the acreage
of small holdings prepared and handed in by witness 1n regard 1o the nine agricultural
counties n the East of England, 5037-5039. .

Explanation that the vanation in the proportions in the diffetent counties in England
is to be ascribed very much to the chaiacter of the soil and to certamn other conditions,
5039, 5040——Tendency, where there are large corn-growing flat counties, to have large
holdings, 5039. .

Information generally respecting the agricultural population in England; diminution
in the last thirty years in the fifteen agricultural counties of 1 per cent. of the raral
population, 5041-5056 Anticipation that a considerable decrease in the rural popu-

lation
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Craigie, Major Patrick George, v s.5., .R.G.8. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

lation will have taken place within the last eight years since the Census of 1881; 5047
~——Suguestion that at the next census the return of agiicultural holdings should be
made contemporaneous with the census itself; grounds for this proposal, 5050-5052
Larger decrease in the popaulation of those counties which have the greater propor-
tion of small farms, 5053, 5054.

Comparison of the agricultural population in Frange at the two dates of 1862 and
1882 ; considerable diminution during this period, 5057-5070 ——Statement that n all
countries there hus been a relative diminution of the agricultural popalation, 5058 —
Remarkable diminution in France of the class who ara labourers as well as owuers by
about 36 per cent.; the total number of owners of Jand has also dimimshed, 5063-5068.

Distinct increase in Belgium in the number of agricultural holdings or small farms,
5071-5073 Material decrease in the namber of sheep in Belgium within the last ten
years; corresponding increase in the food imports in the same interval, 5071, 5072.

Statement that farming bi' owners is not so prominent in Belgium as in France; the
explanation of this fact is, that the tenants in Belgium are exceedingly well protected in
regard to improvements, 5073-5076 —— Undoubted increase in the number of small agri-
cultural holdings in Belgium; absence of inciease in the nuwber of the larger farms,
5073——Statement that efforts are being made in France to introduce something akin to
our Agricultural Holdings Act of 1883; 5076.

Information as to the amount of production on small holdings in Enzland as compared
with larger ones ; incieasing amount of stock on the large farms, whilst, on the other
hand, stocks are decreasing on small farms, 5078-5080——Increase of cattle over the
whole of England, but most steadily is the increase on the larger boldings, 5080
Conclusion from the published statistics of the production on agricultursl holdings in
England that the smaller and poorer farmers have not stood the time of depiession as
well as the larger farmers, 5080.

Detailed statement in regard to the production on agricultural holdings n France ;
conclusion that the soil and the natute of the climate has much more effect on giain crops
than any system of agriculture, 5081-5083 Statement that the greater produce and
better farming are seen on the larger individual farms, 5081 Potatoes grown in the
whole of France to the amount of three tons per acre, as compared with six and one-third
tons 1n the whole of England, 5081.

Large number of cattle used in France for working the farms as well as for food,
5081—— Larger production of butter per animal n England than in France, notwith-
standing the large imports of butter fiom Fiance into England, 5081 Statement that
Fiance 18 not a self-maintaining country, and that her food 1mports largely exceed her
food exports ; statistics in support of this statement, 5081 —Considerable excess in
Belgium also of the importations of food over the exports, 5081.

Informution as to the import of butter into England from foreign countries; state-
ment that the impoitation of French butter depends more on its uniform character than
on the extent of its production, 5082, 5083 ——Butter imported from France and Den-
mark is principally made in large co-operative factoiies rather than by individual pro-
prietors, 5082 —— Inferior character of the butter made in Ireland, which accounts for
the serious falling off 1n its importation into England, 5084, 5085.

Insignificant amount of the food imports of this country fiom small farm countiies,
5087, 5088——Large extent to which vegetables are imported from countries which
supply them earlier than we can grow them here, 5087-508g Statement that pota-
toes can be brought from Belgium to Manchester for 14s. a ton, whilst, on account of
the expense of railway rates, 1t costs 16s. 6d. to bring them from Lincolnshire,
5089. .

Crofters (Scotland). Considerable number of lowland crofters in the east of Ross and
the lowland parts of Inverness; success, as a rule, of these small holders, Ross 8168~
8475——Doubt as to the willingness and ability of the crofteis in Perthshire to pay
4 per cent. on the balance, after providing oune-fourth of the puichase money down;
expectation thut only 3§ per cent. would he asked, Duncan g206-g216. 9244-g252.
9313 et seq.

Large number of crofts in the neighbourhood of villages in Forfarshire and Perth-
shire; extensive cultivation of strawberries on them, Duncan 9365-9375. 9:381~-9353
—— General feeling of the crofters in favour of owning a thirty-acre fann to renting a
150-acre one, ib. 9376-9379. 9435-9441-

Crown Lands. Extremely wasteful management of the Crown lands; estimate that
about §o,000l. & year might be saved by the abolition of the Woods and Forests
Department, drnold 526, 527.

Suggestion that in certain cases the local authorities should have compulsory powers
313 3¥4 lo
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Crown Lands—continued.

to purchase Crown lands, as when unlet, with a view to letting them in small holdings,
Collings 715, 716.

Conclusion that in sume instances Crown lands might pioperly be let in small hold-
ings ; 1mportance of the Crown officials having close relations with the district councils
in regard to the letting of the lands under their control, Dodd §551-5555 View
that by giving the local authoriky power with regard to Crown lands therc 1s benefit to
the Crown as well as the local authority and the public, ib. 5552.

Agreement with the principle of the Small Holdings Bill, but not with the details;
suggestion that the Crown lands and Crown rights should be covered by the Bull, as m
Wales, Jones 9487-9514. 0552-9557. 9615-9619.

Culley, George. Comment upon the views expressed by Mr. Culley, one of the Assistant
Commissioners, in 1867, as to the relative advantages of large and small farms with
regard to employment and the rate of wages, Collings 41-45.

Cultivation)( Small Holdings). Continunal care and labour devoted to the land when the
small cultivator has secunty of tenure, the result being additional production, Cullings
657-669. 672, 673—— Contention that generally small holdings are better cultivated
than large farms, and 1eceive in proportion more manual and horse labour, 4. 993-
1004 Restrictions to be imposed by the local authority in the matter of cultivation,
ib. 1149-1156.

Apprehersion lest continuous ownership by the local authority would tend to stereo-
type the use to be made of the land, Pell 1285-1287 Conclusion that one man and
bis family could work a farm of sixty acres of grass land, ib. 1379-1384. 1458-1470
-——Necessity of good land for profitable cultivation by small holders, i, 1502, 1503
—— Fiequent success of Scotchmen as small cultivators where Englishmen would fail,
ZLord Wantage 1925.

Advantage in a man holding ten acres (more or less) and devoting all his time to it,
instead of working as a labourer and cultivating an acre or so n his spare lime;
approval also of the latter course according to the locality, Ripley 2498-2504. 2530~
2545. 2587. 2606, 2610 ~—Necessity for small holders to co-operate among themselves
for the purpose of hiring horses for the purposes of cultivation, Beck 5401 Belief

that, as a general rule, small holdings are better cultivated than large ones, Robertson
6566, 6567.

Seg also Azholme, Isle of. Labour. Machinery. Production.

D.

Dairy Farms. llustration of the profitable results of cow-keeping on small farms;
expediency of a large extension of small dairy farms, Collings t550-1600 Great
value attached to local dairy schools, Squarey 3948——Statement that in Westmoie-
land dairy farms are more profitable in the case of large than of small holdings,
Punchard 71g0-7195. 7210-7217. See also Milk.

Dalton, Walter. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witness, who is a mason’s labourer at
Minster Lovell, occupies a holding of two acres (with a cottage), upon which he works
in his spare time, and is assisted by two sons, the rent being 8 Z u year ; particulars,as
to the cultivation, production, &e., the result being satisfactory, 2611 ef seq.

Dartmoor. Very lurge area of land at Daitmoor which might be more or less utilised,
Collings 698. 1059, 1060-—Excellent cultivation of the moor attached to the prison,
ib. 1060 —— Flourishing condition of the small holdeis in the neighbourhood of Dart-
moor, Biikett 8g48-8g52.

Dean Forest. Suggestion that portion of the waste of Dean Forest might, with advan-
tage, be cultivated, Collings 698. 1060.

Delamere (Cheshire). Advantage if two laige Crown farms at Delamere weie converted
into small farms upon which separate families could live, #impenny 3512-3518.

Demand for Small Holdings. See Supply and Demand.

Denmark. Information relative to the ¢ Arfeefeste ” tenure of Denmaik and the satis-
factory working of small holdings under this tenure, which 1s held subject to a quit-rent
with provisions against sub-division below twenty-five acres, Collings 55. 630-636. 773

Very complex character of the English copyhold system as compared with the lore-

going tenure, 5. 631.

Depression
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Depression in Agriculture. Varying size of agricultural holdings, the larger tenants or
frecholders not passing through the period of depression nearly so well as those culti-
vating about 100 acres, Pell 1504~1511.

Couclusion from the published statistics of the production on agricultural holdings in
England, that the smaller and poorer farmers have not stood the time of depression as
well as the large holders, Craigie 5080.

Decided view that on small holdings the agricultural depression has been better met
than in the case of the larger farms ; University College has lost more on one large
farm than on all thei emall holdings put together, Fyffe 6204-6206.

Heavy losses by laige as well as by small farmers, Druce 7708-7711——Result of
-witness’ experience that the medium-sized tenant{ol from 300 ta 500 acres) has suffered
least from the agricultural depression, then the large tenant, and that the small free-
holders have suffered moust of ull, 8. 7920-5930.

See tlso Free Irade.  Profits, §c.
Diatrg'ctk Councils. See Local Authorities.

Dodd, John§Theodore. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—I+ standing counsel to the Allotments
and Small Holdings Association of Birmingham; has written numerous pamphlets and
other papers on the subject. of allotments, 5456-5459.

Grounds for conridering it expedient to give facilities for the creation of small holdings,
5460, 5461 ~——3Suggested action through the local authorities; insufficiency of the
Allotment’s Act for the object in view, 5462~5465.

Decided preference* for a system of small tenancy, with wide powers, rather
than for one «f ownership with cramped powers; grounds upon which this opinion
is formed, §466-5477. 5652-5683. 57245727 Explanation in detail of the objections
to Mr. Jesse Collings’ Bill for creating small ownerships; argument that it would fret
the so-called owner to find that he was ot a real owner, as there would always remain
three-fourths of the purchase-money unpaid, 5467-5479. 5484-5486. 5652. 5662~4669.
5750-5763—— Expediency of keeping in view some scheme of land nationalisation or
munic:paltsallon, 5476.

Examination s to the powers given, under various Acts, for settling the valuation and
compensation to be paid for compulsory puichase: desirability m these valuanons of
having the Encome Tax Returns prcduced, 5480-5496. 5643-5646——Importance, in

-view of the extension of municipal lile, that land for mumicipal and public purposes
should be got at a fair price, 5488, 5489. )

Approval of the proposal to give to local authontics compulsory power to purchase
land ; suggestion that, for this purpgse, the money should be provided partly out of
succession duties and partly out of the rates, 5497-5534. 5625-5642. 5708-5715
Opinion that local authorities should have some specific object in view for the benefit of

" the - population when purchasing land; disapproval of land being purchased merely for
speculative reasons, 5530-5534.

Suggestion that the Chanty Commissioners should be ditected to give trustees the
power to let country lands lor small holdings ; strong objection to the sale of public land
by the Chanty Commissioners, except under special circumstances, 5535-5550. 5696~
5698. 5739-5744 Chief complaint against trustees of charity land at the present time
that they omit to let land m allotments, and that they neglect to send in accounts, 5547.

Statement that 1n some instances Crown lands might properly be let in small holdings ;
greut importance of the Crown officials having close relations with the district councils
m regard to the letting of the lands under their control, 5551-5555— View that by
giving the local authority puwer with regard to Crown lands there is benefit to the
Crown as well as the local authority and the public, 5552.

Strung opinion that any person should have power to enter upon uncultivated lands
for the purpose of cultwvation, on condition of paying a fair price; definition of the
exemptions to be allowed, 5557-5581. 5609-5620. 5716-5720. 5745———Countention that
grouse moors and deer forests,should only Le exempted from compulsory purchase by
the owners paying rates of 5s. an acre; nigument that where people require land for
subsistence the question of interfering with such pioperty should not stand in the way
5567-5581. .

Essential part of witness’ scheme that full corapensation should be given to tenants
for improvements ; opiniou that when a tenant goes out he should obtain compensation

*Yor improvement even though the letting value had diminished, 5582-5593. 5085-5693
~—— Grounds for the opinion that a tenant should not Le deprived of compensation for
" improvements for any reason, even forfeiture for non-payment of rent, 550-5593.

Additional suggestion for legislative improvements; approval of placing the roadsides
under the district council, and of giving them power to decide as to the pasturage of
animals, 5594. 5602—5608. 5724~ 5727—~—DBeliet that small holdings have dimmished in

_ number within the last thirty or forty years, 5595-5601.

313. 3Z » Opinion
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Report, 1889 —continued,

Dodd, John Theodore. (Analysis of his Evidence)—.—continucrl.

Opinion that it would not be expedient to give the local authority at present poner
to advance money for the purchase of stock, or for starting a man on his farm, 5621-
5624 Great importance of giving the tenants of small holdings security of tenure
so that they should not be evicted except for non-payment of rent, or for some other
breach of conditien of tenancy, 5674-5679.

Approval of giving the tenant for hife power to sell, with three-fourths of the money
to remain as a yent-charge ; grounds for the opmion that this course would facilitate
\the voluntary creation of small holdings, 5701-5706 = Further.stutement that nationa-
’\hsauon shouid be strictly kept in view, und that public money should not be expended
in creating tmall freeholds, and so dimmishing what muy be called semi-public land,

5728+5738.

Dodford Estate (Worcester.) Operation upon the Dodford Estate of a system of small

holdings subject to a quit-ient, Collings 597-599~——Improved condition ot the small
holdeis on the estate since they have culuvated strawberrics, ib. 1524-1529.

Downs. Advautage if the cultivation of the Downs by small farmers could be discontinued,

so that the land might revert to sheep walks, Squarey 3832-3835.
See also Commons. Waste und Uncultivated Lands.

Druce, Sumuel Benjamin Large, M.A. (Analysie of lus Evidence.)—Witness, who is a

practising barrister, 1s secretary to the Farmers’ Club, of Londun, and was an Assistant
Commissioner under the Duke of Richmond’s Commission; reports made by him n
the laiter capacity, with reference mainly to the eastern and eastern midland counties,
7395~749035,

Result of witness' investigations that, in Cumberland, und Westmoreland, there has not
been any great diminution of small owners in England below fifty acres, 7406-7411-———
Considerable reduction in the number ot yeomen farmers owning from 100 to 300 acres ;
causes to which owing, 7413-7416. 7578-7583 —— Reference 10 the Agricultural
Returns as showing that suce 1875 the number of holdings under fifty acres has
remained about the same, 7417-7420. 7628, 7629 Stight increase since 1875 in the
average size of farms, 7.422-7429. 7647, 7648, 7931-7935—— Situation of the small
farms chiefly in the grass countries, near the large towns, 7930,

Tendency of the Legislature in the last few vears to increase-rather than decrease the
number of small cultivators ; reference especielly to the Agncultural Holdings Act and
the, Allotments Compensation Act, 7431-7436. 7540, 7541. 7936-7944. 8008-8o19
Importnnt effect on the Settled Land Act of 1881 1 iacilirating the sale and sub-division
of settled estates; mstance i the case of sonie property of the Duke of Mariborough in
Oxfordshire, 7432-7437. 7540, 7541. 7657-7664. 7712-7720. X008, 8009. 8016-801g.
8021-8029 ~~More moderate costs now charged 1n the couveyance of small holdings to
purchasers; special 1eference hereon to the Isle of Axholme, 7437, 7438. 7443-7446.
8008.

Absence of complaint, so far »s witness is aware, in repard to the compensation
awarded under Inclosme Acts, 7439~—Quotation from Repoit of the Inclosure Com-
missioners fur 1877, as showing the exceedingly beneﬁmalJ operation of the General
Inclosure Act of 1845, nearly 600,000 acres having been dealt with under the Act, and

-2 considerable addition made to the number of small owners, 7439-7442. 7588-

{

7590

Demal that there is any legislation which prevents an owner from letting his lands in
small occupations; refeience to several recent Acts as facilitating sub-division, 7447~
2449- 1617-3619. 7712-7720. 8008-8019. 8021-8031 ——Summary of reasons in support
of the conclusion that the proposition of Mr. Jesse Collings for a system of loans to small
cultivators, through the local authorities, is very imprudent and wmpoiitie, 7450-7468 —
Prejudicial effect of loans fiom the rates, as 1egards the independence of the agricultural
classes, and habits of thnft and industry, 7452, 7453. 7461, 7462. 7556-7560. 7599~
7604. 7833. 7962. 7989.

+ Large number of agricultural labourers, and others of a better class, in country districts
who have saved money enough for the purchase or cccupation of farms; reference hereon
to the wages and other emoluments of labourers, 7454-7457. 7501. 7600-7604. 7636~
7646. 7721-7724. 7830-7832. 7963—7985-——Unfairness in benetiing one class only at
the expense of the rates, 7458-7460.

Conclusion that instead of a man being liable to a peppetual quit-rent on three-fourths
of the purchase-money, it would be better for him to become the absolute owner by pay-
ment of annual instalments, 7463-7468—-~Special objections to Mr. Collings’ scheme in
so far as it affects the nght of moitgage; great difficully on this score, 7464-7466.
7535, 7536

Argument that a man with a capital of 500l would do much better as an occupier of

fifty acres than if he purchased ten acres, 7469—==Statementas to the much greater relative
expense
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Druce, Samuel Benjamin Large, M.A. (Analysis of his Evidence}=—cantinued.

expense of buildinzs, fences, and roads on small than on larze farms ; obstacles on, this
score to the multiplication of small holdings, 7470. 7591~7598——Calculation that 4, man
and his family cannot live comfortably out of the produce ot a bolding of ten acres, though
they might live on tweaty acres, 74717473, 7639-7651.

Statistics as to the yield per acre of wheat, bailey, and potatoes in the United
Kingdom, aud in several foreign countries, 5474-7479——Explanations in connection
with returns of the number of horses, cattle, sheep, and pigs on holdings of different
sizes in Kngland ; more horses, cows, and pigs on small than on large farms, 7481-7485,
7522-7529. 7605~7607. 7813-7815. 7366-7878——Suitable character of small holdings
for the growth of fruit and vegetables, 7486 ——Increased growth of fruit, chiefly on
large holdings, 7486~7489. 7528, 7529. 7608-7610. 8020,

Result of witness’ inquiries that the stnall farins employ a larger number of labourers
per acre, but preduce less, than the large farms, 7490, 7491. 7880-7884—~—Disadvantages
of emall holdings, as regarde the use of machinery, such as drills, threshing machines, &ec.,
7492-7495——Great improvement in the breeds of stock, due mainly to the large farmers,
7490, 7497-

Quotation of the views of Arthur Young as an autharity against small farms; advan-
tage attached by him to ownership, 7497. 7611-7616. 7682-7688—-—Conclusion that
farms of all sizes are required, and are now to he had, without any artificial legislation,
7498-7500. 7617-7619. 7649-7656. 80u8-8019. Bo2g-8053——Entire approval of the
class of small owners, who should not, however, be artifically fostered, 7498, 74y9. 7502~
7521. 7652-7656. 7853, 7986-8003.

Examination to the effect that small ownerships have increased rathier than decrensed
relatively to the agricultural population, 7502~7520 ——~ Argument that businesses
generally, including butter-making and fruit-giowing, are better and more profitably
conducted on large than on gmall faims, 7529-7534«

Grounds for the conclusion that the power of morteaging, though- undesirable in the
case of small pruprietors, has not militated egainst the disiribution and sub-division of
Jand, 7535-7555———1endency of the law of primogeniture, in cases of intestacy, and of
fanuly settlements, to cause the aggregation of land in fewer holdings, 7561~7567
Opinion adverse tp an increase of the yeoman class, witness preferiing the position of
tenant faimers, 7578-7587.

Objection to State lvans for the provision of buildings on small occupations; means
now existing for meeting this difliculty, 7591-7598 ——Considerable gumber of cultivat-
ing owners 1n the Isle of Axholme and other parts of Lincolnshire though their acreage
is small as compared with the rest of the county, 7620-7627 ~—Practice of farmers who,
as owners, have sold their hdldings, not to take ather farms ; outside competition for the
farms sold, 7630~7635.

Advantags in small occupiers having other employment besides the cultivation of the
land. 7652~7656———Several inaiances of landlords’ estates bemng sold in lpts for small
holdings, 7657-7670 Relative facilities of small and large tarmers for sending butter
and other produce 1o maiket, 7671-7674~——Increasing tendency of farmers to hire
threshing and other machines instead of buying them, 7075~7681.

Consideration of the returus as to the sizes and rents of farms end.other holdings in
Deibyshire and elsewhere, with reference to the higher rental per acre of the smaller
holdings, 768g-7707——Heavy losses by large as well us by small faimers, 7708~
771 .

Examination in detail as to the numerous inclosures of commons and other land since
1845 and in former titaes, witness taking exception to the conclusion that the peasantry
and poorer classes have been greatly mnjured thereby, and that the compensation in the
form of allotments, field gurdens, &c., has been aitogether indequate, 7725-7798. 7945~
7961.

Wiong principle in the advance of money by the State for the purchase of land (but
not for its improvement), whether by large or small owners, 7799~7806. 7834, 7835 ——
Further statement as to the difficulty in connection with mortgages under the scheme of
Mr. Coltings, 7807-7812,

Examination as to witness’ grounds for the conclusion that the cultivation and pro-
duction are better on large than on small farms, 7816-7829. 7854 et seq. ~—— Inexpediency
of the lccal authority operating as & speculator in land, or being obliged to assume
possession of the holdings if the quiv-rent be not punctually paid ; degree of risk in any
case, 7836~-7845. )

Special opportunities of witness for arriving ut a practical opinion as to the operation

- of small boldings in Lincolnshire and other counties, 7846-7852. 7884~7%37. 7895-7897
—— Further information respecting the system of small holdings in the Isle ot Axholme,
the holdings being away from the villages where the cultivators live;-varying eharacter
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Druce, Samuel Benjamin Large, M.4. (Analysis of his Evidence}j—continued.

of the cultivation, 7855-7865. 7869~7871 Great depression in agiiculture at the time
of witness’ official inqury under the Richmond Commission, many of the small holders
m the Isle of Axholme, and throughout Lincolnshire, having been very badly off; bad
condition at present of the small freeholders in East Lincoinshire, 7891-7919.

Varying opinions submitted to witness by small cultivators as to their condition;
in<tances of the value attached by them to small ownerships, 7892-7911——Result of
witness’ experience that the medium-sized tenant (of from 300 to 500 acres) has suffered
least fiom the agricultural depression then the large tenant, and that the small freeholders

\have suffered most of all, 7920-7930.

Exception taken to the conclusion that the decrease of the rural population, or of
small holdings, 15 necessanly a national evil 5 further approval, however, of the people
beng 1etained on the land, but not arhfically, 7986-8007.

Examination in fuither support of the conclusion that under existing laws a sufficient
numbe:r of small holdings are available to meet the patural demand, and that landowners
ate quite ready to sell to small purchasers at a far price, 8003-8053——Probable
explanation of the high rent fetched by a plot of ene and three-quarters acres near
Liitlemoie (Oxford), as compaied with the rent of an adjoining farm, 8036-8050.

Fuither statement as to the waste of labour on small as compared with large farms;
illustration in the case of the diill, 8054-8ob1.

Impression as regards pumogeniture that it was Norman-French law at the time of
the Conquest ; it superseded the ola Saxon law, 8062-8071.

Duncan, Robert. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witness is a ploughman from Perth, and
lias studied the question of small holdings, 9164—9168.

Statement that there 1s a very great demand among the labouiers of Perth for small
holdings, both 1n the town snd country distiicts, but great difficulty in obtaining them ;
feeling that there would be no objection to paying a little more to be owner than to be
tenant, 916g-9180. g250-9255 Grounds for the opmion that the local authorities
should purchase land and sell or let it to small holders; approval of the parochial
authorities undertaking the duty, g181-9205. 9317-9321. 9380. 9389-9392. 9417-9419.

Doubt as to the willingness ard ability of the crofters in Perthshire to pay 4 per cent
on the balance, after providing one-fourth of the purchase-money down ; expectation that
only 3% per cent. would be asked, g206-9216, g244-9252. 9313 et seg.——Conclusion
that the leting of land by the local authority would be a risky transaction, 9217-9224.

Great diminution in the number of small holders all over Scotland in consequence of
the small holdings having been thrown into large holdings in order to protect the game,
and also on account of the expensive repairs to buildings that are often necessary on the
expiry of the lease of a small holding, g225-9243. 9352-9364. 9426-9431 Larger
production per acre on small farms than on Jaige ones, due to the fact that the small
holder puts more labour on than the farmer can afford to do, g256-9264.

Statement that a holding of forty to fifty acres would enable a man and his family to
subsist, and that in tbe vicmity of towns they could subsist on far less, 9265, 9266 ——
Belief that the owners do not cut up their estates into small farms because they cannot
afford to put up the buildings ; suggestion that an offer of cheap money might induce
them to do so, g267-9272. 9392-9403.

Necesaity of the local authonty taking more security in connection with buildings than
with land ; opinlon that the tenants could as well pay 6 or 7 per cent. on the cost of
buildings to the local authonty as to the present propretor; but that 5 per cent. would
be' more reasouable, 9273-9209. 9349. 9411-9416 Information as to the wages
receved by the Jabouters in the Midlands of Scotland ; arrangement as to cottages, &c.,
9299-9308. 9420-9425.

Feeling oi the people of Scotland that they have dune as much for the nation as the
Irish bave, and are also entitled to a grant ot muney from Government, g30g, g310——
Object of the Ploughman’s Union to get complete hberty in small holdings, 6311,
9312,

Peasant proprietary nearly unknown in Foifaishire and Perthshire ; considerable
number of small agricultural tepancies in those countids, 9322-g340——Particulars of
the successful experiments made by the late Lord Panmure and Lord Dalhnusie to
multiply small farms, 9g340-9352 Large number of crofts in the neighbourhood of
villages in Foifarshite and Perthshire; extensive cultiyation of strawberries on them,
9365-9375- 9381-9383.

General feeling of the crofters in favour of owning a thirty-acre farm to renting a
150-acre one, 9376-9379. 9435-9441 Great demand for small holdings in Forfarshire,
Perthshire, Haddingtonshire, and East Lothian, 9383-9388——Belief that the creation
of small holdings would stop the influx of the rural population into the towns, and be a
great social improvement; 9404-9410. 9331-9434 Explanation that although 1t is
desired that the peasantry should become perpetual owners, yet they should still pay a
small rent to the local authority, 9442-9447.
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E.

Eastern Counties. Tendency at the present time to reduce the size of agricultural holdings
in the Eastern counties; absence of desire on the part of tenant farmer to invest their
capital in large holdings, Bidwell 5095, 5096. 5139-3144- 5151, 5151%.

See also Azholme, Isle of. Cambridgeshire.  Lincolnshire, = Norfolk.

Ecclesiastical Commissioners (Church Lands). Evidence to the effect that in 1882 (when
in Pnrliament{ witness moved for a Select Committee to consider the question of
Ecclesiastical lands, and was supported by Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Goschen ; consi-
derable success of the Commissioners since then in their endeavours to dispose of their
lands, especially thesir small holdings, Arnold 235-437. 240-243 Statement in favour
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners selling to local authorities for the creation of small
holdings, Collings 722-727.

Explanation of the circumstances and conditions under which the Commissioners have
sold about 10,000 acres of land to the occupying tenants; payment at once of 15 per
cent. of the purchase-money, the remainder being paid, with interest, in annual instal-
mnents over thiity yeais, Porter 2672-268G. 2711 et seq. 2767~2778 Sale, in the first
instance, of a large estate m Wales, where the builldings required a considerable outlay,
twenty-eight years’ purchase having been obtained, 5. 2672-2675. 2086. 2759-2766.
2772-2778. y R

Number of tenants of different classes, as regards the size of their holdings, to whom
the 10,000 acres have been sold ; fifty-two cases of more than fiity acres, Porter 2681~
2683. 2689, 2690 Punctual payment of the annual instalinents ; several instances of
full payment n advance, ib, 284, 2645. 2717-2724— —Probability of further sales in
course of time; modes of re-investment of the proceeds, ib. 2637, 2688. 2691, 2692 ——
Power of the purchasers from the Commissioners to sub-let or sub-divide their holdings,
tb. 2736-2748.

Explanation that in selling estates the Commis-icners have nothing to do with the
creation of small holdings, Porter 2749—— Statement on the quesuon of tenants heing
given the option to purchase before sale to outsiders, b, 2;67-2772 —Full powers
of the Commissioners in dealing with their lands; they have not tried the experiment
of permznent letling on the feu system, ib, 2784 -2787.

Statement showing sundry particulars as to sales to tenants under the instalment
system, App. 499.
See also Glebe Lands.

Eggs. Belief that the production of eggs in England is enormous, and is rapidly in-
creasing, Pell 1373 Very superior eggs produced on small boldings abroad, the
chmate bemng ‘much more favourable in France and Italy than in England ; very inferior
eggs from »mull as compared with large holdings in this country, ib. 1375. 1483-
1486. .

Entire dissent from the view that eggs are much better on large than on small hold-
ings, Lord Wantage 1869, 1870.

See also Imports. Poultry.

Ely, Isle of. Continuance of a large number of small ownershipsin the Isle of Ely;
satistactory condition of these people on the whole, Pell 1209-1218.

" Epworth (Lincolnshire). See Axholme, Isle of.

Ezchange of Land (Small Holdings). Suggestion that, as the land is very unequally dis-
tributed 1n the various counties, wide powers of exchange might be given to the local
authorities in providing small holdings, Arnold 274-278.

F.

Fees (Transfers of Land). Pioposal that the official fees on transfers should be graduated
in propoition to the valuation, Arnold 306. 510.

Ferguson, Mr. (Ross-shire). Refusal of Mr. Ferguson, of Novar, to turn ount the tenanis
of the small holdings in certain glens, Ross 8294.

Feu System (Scotland). Reference to the feu system in Scotland as in no way providing
for any relief to the ratepayers, Collings 600, 601 Information as to the fea duties, the
amount varying from an insignificant sum to the full value of the property, the modern
feus beny enormously high, Haldane 8249-8257 Identity of the modern feus with
the tenure suggested in Mr. Collings’ Bill; detailed explanation of the feu system, Sir
G. Campbell 8682, 8583. 8689-8699. 8719-8726.

Fifeshire. Attention drawn to the county of Fife, where the large farm system is seen
under the most favourable circumstances; very large number of small holdings near
small towns and villages in Fife held by people who have other trades and occupations,
Sir G. Campbell 8705, 8706.
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France. Prejudicial operation in France of the practice of peasant proprietors in borrow-
ing and in mortgaging their holdings, Collings 58 Thrifty chaiacter and comfortable
condition of small holders in Frauce; doubt as to any advantage to them on the score
of protective duties, ib. 1047-1049. 1088-1099 —Explanation in connection with the
smaller relative production of wheat, barley, and potatoes in France than in England;
very nferior character of some ol the wheat land in France, @. 1050-1053.

Possibility of the continental systems being greatly improved, especially the French,
in which the transfer 1s heavily taxed, and a consolidating power is much needed ; mfor-
mation hereon as to the condition of the French peasant, Arnold 336-339. 370~386. 517
~——Ezxcellent political result in France fiom the system of small holdings, Lord Fant-
age 1834 ——Probable reasons why there has been no material deciease of small hold-
ings in Fiance or Belgium, Squaerey 3816-3819.

Companison of the agricuitural population in France 4t the two dates of 1862 and
1882 ; considerable diminution during this period, Craigie 5057-5070 ~—Remarkable
diminution of the class who are labourers as well as cwners, by about 36 per cent.; the
total number of owners of land has also diminished, ¢b. 5063-5060 Efforts being
made to introduce something akin to the Enghsh Agriculwural tloldings Act of 1883,
b, 5076.

Detarled statement in regard to the production on agricultural holdings in France;
conclusion that the soil and the nature of the climate has much more cflect on gram
ciops than any system of agriculture, Craigie 5081-5083 Greater produce and better
farming on the larger individual farms, . 5081 Large number of cattle used for
working the farms, as well as for food, 5. Statement that France is not a self-main-
taining country, and that the food 1mports largely exceed the expoits; statistics in
support of this conclusion, ib.

Similarity of the agriculture in some parts of France to that carried on in Cambridge-
shire, where cariots aud roots generally are cultivated, Bidwell 5302, 5303 kx-
planation that in France, wher a man dies Lis piopeity is cut up into very small pieces,
and divided amongst s family, 25. 5303.

Franchise. Possibility of the extension of the ranchise under the protection of the ballot
having had a disintegrating mnfluence as regards consolidation of holdings, Arnold
207, 208,

Free Trade. Limited extent to which the policy of free trade bas caused the disappear-
ance of cultivating owners, as compared with other causes long before, Collings
1084-1087—— Dissent from the view that free trade in this country, whilst there 1s
protection in France and Germany, yould be prejudicial to small cultivators, ib. 1087~
1100,

Freeholds. See Consolidation of Farms. Inclosures, Owners or Occupiers,
Supply and Demand.
FrUIT:

Compensation now given for fruit trees planted by the tenant, Collings 746, 747 ——
Opinion that generally fruit-growing is one of the most important means for 1he profit-
able use of small holdings, . 1529.

Particulars respecting frwit cultivation by tenants of witness and of his brothers in
the Isle of Ely, aud the terms on which the holdiags are let; success ot the experiment
owing to exceptional advantages, Pell 1183-1198. 1299——Special soil required for the
cultivation of strawbeiries and other fruit, as well as for cowslips, wiolets, &c. ; failure
otheiwise, ib. 1104, 1195. 1201, 1298-1302. 1404, 1435.

Necessity of suitzble land and convenient markets in order to grow fruit at a pr.fit,
Lord Wantage 1873, 1874 Obstacles to profitable fruit-giowing by small holders,
Ripley 2324. 2443-2446. 2463-2467 Profitable results fiom damson-growing in
Cheshire, but not from apples, Wimpenny 3447, 3448.

Information generally as to the difficulties experienced in this country through want
of opportamties for fruit culture, the greatest impediment to successful culture in
England being that people cannot gei the land, Morgar £5768-5780. 5794-5796. 5814~
5834. 5855-5875. 5888-5910. 5926-5928. 5u40-5945. 5953-5956——Contention that
a lung tenure is absolutely essential for the cultivation of fruit; opmion that twenty-one
years is the shoitest term that would be uselul, @, 5770-5774 Iuvestment of capital
necessury 1f land 18 to be devoted to the production of choice fruit; imposeibility of
such investment ualess there is secunty of tenure for a long term i3, 5779, 5780.
5883.

Evidence, in detail, as to the advantages and facilities of fruit-growing in England ;
opinicn that English fiuit will fetch from 25 to 50 per cent. more than foreign trait of
the same kind, Morgan 5788-5793. 5835-5837. 5884-5887. 5917-5025. 5920-5033.
8£964-5966~——Conclusion that fiwt cultivation can be made a most profitable 1adustry ;
instance in wbich an average profit of 50l an acre has been obtained from special

vaneties
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Fruir—continued.

varieties of fruit trees, Morgan p781-5787. 5800-5813 ——Very large importation of
foreign fruit at the present tiwe, ib. §797-5799.

Complete suitability of the English climate and seil for the successful culture of
fruit; willingness of witness to produce choice fruit grown in the open air in Kenf in
proof of this as<ertion, Morgan §800-5813——Expediency of growing soft fruits only
in small quantities to satisfy local and other special needs, ib. 5835, 5836
Desirability of the Government spreading knowledge in regard to fruit-growmg by
means of leaflets and other publications ; contention that the new Agricultural Depart-
ment should include horticultural matters, ib. 5838-5843. 5878-5880. 5934-5936 ——
Large quantities of land in England entirely wasted through being planted with worth~
less varseties of fruit trees, ib. 5839, 5340-

Favourable opinion of witness respecting the Small Holdings Bill; belief that it will
lead to greater facilities for the cultivation not onmly of fruit, but also of vegetables
throughout the country, Morgan 5846-5854. 5957-5961 Indifference as to the
terms upon which the land for fruit-growing is obtained, so long as the rent is fair and
the tenure is secure, ib. 5866-5874. 5809——Great importance of establishing a satis-
factgry system of compensation for improvements, in regard to fruit-growing, . ggr1-
5910.

General statement that for every 100 /, worth of produce sold in the markets only
25 L find their way into the grower’s pocket, Morgan 593t—— Decided opinion that
there is a demand for land for fruit-growing in excess of the supply, ib. 5962, 5963-<—
Statistics_handed in (Appendiz 506, 507) regarding the import of fruit from the
Channel Islands, and from Canada and the United States, 5. 5967, 5968.

Suitable character of small holdings for the growth of fruit and vegetables, Druce
7486~~—Increased growth of fruit chiefly on large holdings, ib. 7486-7489. 7528,
7529. 7608-7610. 8020,

Fuel Allotments ( Charity Lands). See Charity Lands.

Fyffe, Charles Alan. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Is the Estates Bursar of University
College, Oxford ; has had much experience in the management of land, being a land-
owner i the Weald of Sussex, 5969-5973-

Considerable diminution in recent times in the number of small’ landholders; the
'main cause of this decrease is the process of consolidation of farms which has been in
operation for many years, 5074~5981 —— Belief that the process of consolidation has
been considerably checked by the difficulty which exists in regard to the letting of
large farms, 5979, 5980. .

Information generally in regard to swmall holdings in several of the agricultural
counties of England ; in Huntingdonshire there 1s gome increase in the number of the
smaller kind of farms, 5981-6006.

Tendency, for political reasons, during the past 100 years to keep large masses of
Jand m unbroken quantities ; opinion that this vbject has pervaded the Statute Book
of this country for more 1han a century, 6008-6025. 6034~6039——Letter of Lord
Palmerston in 1856, recogmsing the political necessity of keeping together large masses
of unbroken land, 6oog-6o12. 6023~——Arbitrary character of many of the enclosures
made by landowners ; contention by the landlords that they are entitled to enclose to
within fifteen feet of the centre of the mghway, 6026-6033 ~—Proposal that the
illegal inclosure of a common or other waste land should be punished by imprisonment
without the option of a fine ; expediency of 1mposing vn a smaller local body than the
Coﬁunty Council the duty of watching over these nghts, 6032, 6033. 6211-6217. 6257-
6263.

Suggestions in regard to the reforms necessary in the present system affecting land
tenure; opinion that special legislation is required in order to give additional facilities
for the creation of small holdings, 6040-6046. 6os0-6060. 6077-6095——Strong view
that land should not be made the subject of settlement or life estate, 6043-6056.
6249-6252 Contention that until settlement is extinguished there will be very great
difficulties in the way of cheapeming land transfer, 6045, 6046——DBelief that the entire
abolition of settlements would naturally bring a vast amount of ldnd into the market, 6054.

Great importance that the land offered for small holdings should be of very good
quality, 6061-6068——-View that the circamstances of social life in Eagland are
remarkably favourable to the existence of small holdings ; assertion that if the land

be not suitable for one commodity 1t will be for another, for which there will be a certain
maiket, 6063.

Examination as to the general advantages of small holdings for the working people of
this couniry; argument that the creation of small holdings is a matier of national
importance, 6069-6073. 6202-6206. 6243-6248. 6256. 6264-6275. 6303 -fizog Con-
siderable difficulty in regard to the purchase-money; disapproval of the purchaser
. 318. 3z4 finding
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Fyffe, Charles Allan. (Analysis of bis Evidence)—continued.

finding a portion of the money and having to borrow the remainder, thus mcurring a
debt which will weigh heavily upon him tiom the first, 6074, 6073. 6078-608o0.

Statement that the demand 10 rent small holdings of a suitable character is exceed-
ingly great at the piesent time ; beliel, alvo, that if facilities were afforded the demand
to purchase them would also be very great, 6076 Instance in which witness adver-
tised a small farm of 1us own of thirty-three acres, and within three days he had appli-’
cations from twenty-three persons, 60706, 6271~-6275.

Grounds for advocating a considerable extension of the Allotments Act: arzument
that if elasticity were given to the allotments system it would enable the small man to
put by a little money to inciease his holding, 6080-6083. 6095, 6og6. 6137, 6138. 6152,
6153. 6tg8. 6238-6240. 6310-6320 —Expediency of increasing the Limit of area
under the Allotments Act from one to not less than tive acres, 6081-6086.

Proposal that there should be a double form of public action to facifitate the founding
of small holdings; suggestion that besides the central authoiity the local nuthorit;
should be charged with the duty of purchasing land about small towns and villages to
be aftewards let in small quantiies, 6087-6095. 6097-6099. 6149-6152. 6165-6171.
6199, 6200. 6276-6291. 6297-6299.

Decided opmon 1hat the local authority should have, in the case of letting land on

-Jease, some moie tangible security than the mere possession of the land ; suggestion
that one-fifth of the value should be paid down and the 1emainder paid in the shape of a
- quit-ient, 6087. 60og7-6126. 6172-6194. 6218-6232. 6241, 6242,

Grounds for considering that a perpetual quit-ient should not be looked at in the light

of a special tax on a paiticular industry, 6113-6119 Important fact that the per-

. petual quit-rent would prove a perpetual source of revenue to the local authority, and
so justify that body in cairying out the proposed system, 6125, 6126.

Strong view that the responsibility of providing buildings should be undertaken by
the holder alone, and not in any way by the local authority ; giounds for this opmion,
6127-6136, 6162-6164. 6293-6296.

Infoimation with 1egaid to the characier of the property owned by University Col-
lege, of which witness 1s the manager ; the average size of the individual allotments let
by the College has increased from one-and-a-quarter to two acies, 6139-6148. 6207~
6210 Statement that at Linton the properiy of the College is not leased, but held
on annual reats; disinclination of the College authorities to disturb those tenants whose
fam:lies have held the farms under these terins for hundreds of years, 6143-6148.

Approval of giving to local authorities compulsory powers to puichase ; belief that many
landlords would welcome compulsorv powers for the reason that they desire to increase
small holdings, 6154-6158. 6201, 6233-6235. 6300-6302 Counsiderable advantage
in creating smull ownerships as well as small holdings under a Jandlord, 6159-6162.
6236, 6237.

Similarity of the proposals made by witness to the provisions contained in Mr. Jesse
Collings’ Bill for providing small holdings ; the principal difference between the two 1s
that Mr, Collings piovides that the quit-rent should permanently remain ut three-fourths,
whereas witness proposes that it should be reduced to two-filths, 6195~-6197——Sug-
gestion that Mr. Collings’ Bill should also be supplemented by a provision to allow a
central authority to lend money for the purchase of 1solated tenancies, 6200.

Further evidence n elucidation of witness’ views on various points in connection with
the system ©f small holdings, 620 et seq, —— Disapproval ot the small holder being
empowered to 1edeem the perpetual quit-rent; expeaiency alxo of enforcing provisions
against sub-letting or sub-dividing, which would result from redemption of the quit-

1ent, 6321-6332.

G.

Game (Grouse Moors and Deer Forests). Contention that grouse moors and deer
forests should only be exempted from compulsory purchase by the owners paying rates
of 55. an acre ; argument that where people require land for subsistence the question of
interference with game should not stand in the way, Dodd 5567-5581 Belief that
the landowners in a large part of both Perthshire and East Lothian bave got over all
difficulties with the smaller holders about game, Haldane 8223-8225. :

Germany. Particulars of the German system for the transfer of land, which is highly
approved by witness ; very small amount of the public fees, the transfers being as a rule
effected without legal assistance, Arnold 324-332. 377. 451, 452. 489-496.

See also Prussia.
Gibbons,
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Gibbons, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witness works in the boot and shoe trade
at Wellingborough, and has a emall holding of three acres; he is secretary of the
Wellinghorough Permanent Allotment Association, 3527-3533.

Acquisition by the association five years ago of a farm of “183 acres, on lease, at a
rent of 320 L. 5 5. a year, which they have let out in plots of from ten poles to seven or
eight acres, there being about 200 holders, 3534-3543. 3651 Information respecting
the working of the foregoing arrangement and the very successful results achieved;
Ereat increase of production, whilst the farm is worth about 1,000 I. more than it was

efore sub-division, 3594-3554- 3595. 3651-3659.

Total of about 500 acres of allotments and swall holdings around Wellingborough ;
great boon if there were 5,000; 3550-3555. 3597 ¢t seq.~— Expediency of the holdings
varying in size from ten acres upwards, 3546, 3557. 3603—— Calculations as to the
results to be produced by bolders of twenty acres, and of larger and smaller areas, after
payments for rect, manure,and other expen<es ; contention that with twenty or twenty-five
acls-es a very good income may be derived, 3558-3567- 35935, 3536- 3617. 3625. 3673-
3685.

Strong advocacy of a system of small leaseholds, with fixity of tenure; difficulty as
to ownership if men were 1equired to pay down oune-fourth of the purchase money, 3568
3574. 3660, 3661. 3686-3699 Examination as regards Mr. Jesse Collings’ Bill to the
effect that though it would doubtless operate beneficially, it is expedient to at once apply
the compulsory principle so as to secure a sufficient amount of land being available,
3576-3596. 3626. et seq. 3686-3719.

Difficulty apprehended unless there be compulsion, not only upon the landlord to sell
but upon tze ﬁ,cal suthority to buy ; examination hereon as to the actual facilities to be
given by the latter to emall holders, 3578-3596. 3626-3650. 3662-3672. 3686-3719——
Consideration of the outlay required on the.score of buildings on each small holding and'
the means of meeting this expense, 3597—3616.

Aversion on the part not only of landlords, but of farmers to the acquisition of small
holdings by agricultural labourers, 3637-3646. 3666-3672—~—Small size of allotment
contemplated fur men who are occupied in different trades, such as shoemakers, 3720
3723 Large number of men in Wellingborough who could utilise holdings up to
thirty acres, 3723-3726.

Conclusion generally that if agricultural labourers be given adequate facilities to
acquire small holdings, it will be the “ finest thing for the country that has ever been
granted,” 3726.

Glebe Lands. Importance of Clause 8 of the Glebe Lands Act of 1888 as facilitating sales
of glebe, Arnold 210-216——Disposition o witness to advocate that glebe land, other
than that connected with the incumbent’s house and curtilage, should be sold in small
parcels by compulsory authonity, whenever expedient; these lands are the worst culti-
vated iu the kingdom, ib. 216-219. 222—229.

Absence of trustworthy returns as to the extent of the glebe lands, except Pailia-
mentary Return, No. 307, of 1887 ; belief, however, that an average of twenty acres
for 10,000 benefices and a gross annual value of 490,000 L would not be an excessive
estimate, Arnold 220-229. 521-525—-—Opinion that the Glebe Lands Act might be
made compulsory and applicable to the public lands, and that private land might be
taken by purchase or exchange, . 230, 231. 455-458.

Total of 659,548 acres of glebe land distributed throughout the country, and
peculiarly suitable for small ownerships, Collings 717-719 Proposal that there be a
restriction upon the sale of glebe lands to private owners, and that the local authorities
should have power to purchase small holdings, but without preventing sale for
allotments, 5. 718. 720, 721. -

Sale of ahout 28,900 acres of glebe lands by the Ecclesiastical Commis-
siorers (for 2,000,000 1), chiefly to adjacent landowners; sales also through the
Land Commission, Porter 2695, 2696. 2753-2758-——Correction of certain evidence
as to the total area of glebe lands and the estimated value, i. 26g7——Very uneven
distribation of the glebe lands; large number under fifty acres, ib. 2698. 2750-2752.

Approval of sale to the local authorities for the creation of small holdings; that is,
on fair and adequate terms, Porter 269g-2706—— More frequent distuibance of glebe
tenants than of ordinary tenants, éb. 2707-2716——Difficulty on the score of buildings
and dilapidations 1n the way of incumbents letting their glebe in allotments or small
boldings, ib. 2779-2784.

Unsatisfactory condition of glebe lands in consequence of the absence of capital
outlay on impiovements, Punchard 7074, 7075

313. 4A
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H.

Haddingtonshire. See Industrial Societies (Scotland).

Haldane, Richard Burdon (Member of the House). (Analysis of his Evidence).— Witness
is a member of the English bar and has taken great interest iu the land question vs
aflecting small holdings, especially us regards Scotland, 8072-8074.

\Result of witness’ experience'in Haddingtonshire that there 1s a willingness generally
on the part of the owners to sell land for small holdings, but that the difficulty consists
in getting the labourers to purchase, 8o75-8079. 8092, 8093. 8121-8130. 8191-8193
~-—Information as to the effect of the Bumlding Society Acts, showing the manner in
which plots of land are acquired by members uf building societies; these Acts are not
taken advantage of either ;n Scotland or England for the purpose of acquinng small
holdings for agricultural purposes, 8080-808g. 822(-822g.

Explanation respecting the differen.ce between the scheme of the Building Society
Acts and that of the Industtial and Provident Societies Act of 18;6, the latter
enabling the societies to hold land and raise buildings on it; incorporation of such a
society 1n Haddingtonshire, 8089-80g1. 8108-8112. 8176-8182 Strong advocacy by
witness of the introduction into Scotland of something 1n the nature of the Settled
Land Act, which exists in England, in order to remove the difficulties s the way of
small sales of land, 8094, 8095.

Doubt whether the allotment system ever took root:to any considerable extent
throughout Scotland; preference of the agricultural labourers for a garden instead
of an allotment, 80g6-8100. 8139, 8i140. 8245, 8246 Tendency n Scotland in
recent years towards the consolidation of small farms, 8101-8103. 8239-8244.

Desirability of the machinery proposed in Mr. Jesse Collings’ Small Holdings Bill
bemg applied to Scotland, 8104-8107. 8118, 8119. 8154, 8155 Opinion that the
Bulding Society Acts and the Ludustrial and t'rovident Societies Act give sufficient
facilities for the creation of small holdings ; disapproval of the removal of the 500l
stamp limit, 8113-8115. 8152, 8153.

Calculation that under the society inccrpoiated in Haddingtonshire tne members will
be able to acquire holdings of forty to fifty acres in fee-simple at the end of forty-nine
yeais by the payment of nothing more than a fair rent; intention of creating the
lioldings in the neighbowhood of large towns and villages, 8116-8i20. 8131-8136.
8183-81g0. 8231, 8232 Statement that in cases where the proposed tenant 1s unable
to pay for the necessary buildings and stock on the holding, the aid of the Industrial
and Prowvident Societies Act could be called n, 8137, 8138. 8215-8222, 8233-8238.

Opinion that in the event of powers being given to acquire land for promating a
system of small holdings, the principle adopted in the Ashbourne Act in Ireland might
be properly extended to England and Scotland, 8141-8144—-Growing interest among
agricultural labourers in Scotland, in spite of therr comfortable condition, n the
acquisition of smull holdings ; superior intelligence of the Scotch agricultural labourer
as compared with the English, 8145-8151. 8197 et seq. 8230.

Desire of the miners 1n witness’ constituency for a more secure tenure of their houses,
rather than for small plots of land, 8156-8158. 8168-8175——Evidence 1n favour of
a schen.e under which,a man would get his land in forty-nine years, minus a quit-rent
of 5s. per acre payable to the local authority for ever, 8159-5165. 8194-819€. 8i99-
8206.

+ Opinion that the labour power would be more completely utilised on small than on
large farms 8166, 8167—— Desirability ot the uneained increment going to the com-
munity rather than to individuals; doubt, however, as to whether the termis of the
Allotment Act, with guaranteed perpetwity of teaure at a just rent added, would satisfy
the Scutch } easant, who wants a freehold, 8200-8214. 8247 et seq.

Belief that the landowners in a large part of both Perth<hire aud East Lothisn have
got over all difficulties about gape, &ec., 8223-8225 Information as to the feu duty
in Scotland, the amount varying from an insmiguificant eum to the full value of the
propert:, the modein feus being enoimously high, 8249-8257.

Highlands (Scotland). See Crofters. Legislation. Scotland.

Hollund. Particulars of a system of perpetual tenure and small holdings in parts of
Holland, very similar to that -advocated by witness; satisfactory cultivation under this
system, Collings 602~607. 648-654. 769-772—— Much larger proportion of cultivating
owners in Holland than in England, i5..648, 649 Cultivation of twenty-five acres
per man in Holland, . G51——Advantage claimed for witness’ scheme as compared
with the systems in force in Holland and Denmark, ib. 774.*

Holman,
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Holman, William. (Analysis of his Evidence,)—Witness is a bricklayer and a registra-
tion agent at New Bilton, near Rugby ; he is well conversant with the condition of the
agricultaral population, his father having been an agricultural labourer, 2796-2799.
2947, 2048. 3002, 3003. '

Great desire on the part of rural labourers to obtain allotments or small holdings;
strong and growing feeling in favour of the latter, 2800-2807 Expediency of facilities

for the ncquisition of holdings of from two or thiee up to sixty or seventy acres, according
to the circumstances of each case, 2808-2812,

Proposition that the local authority should provide not only the land for agricultural
labourers, but loans for stocking and working it ; examination hereon as to the degiee
of nek to be incurred thereby by the ratepayers, 2813-2826. 2g03-2927. 2975-2991.
3012-3031. 3059-3078. 3125-3127—C0pmion that the landlord should be compelied
to lease to the local authaiity, the latter leasing to the tenants, 2826-2831. 3185-3190.

Particulars of eeveral instances of men who have been very successful on working
allotments and rmall holdings, and have gradually incieased the acteage under cultiva-
tion ; large production in some «f these cases as compared with that o adjacent farms,
2832-2842. 2849 et seq. 2992-2966. 3032-3039. 3079-3088 Sugrestions respecting
the provision of buildings on small holdings, the character and cost of these varying
geally under different circumstances, 2843-2845. 2848. 2983-29u1. 3128, 3129

ecided approval of nrrangements, if feasible, whereby the laboureis should become in
time the owaners of the land, 2846, 2837.

Instance of a family baving gradually progiessed irom a holding of two and a-half
acree to a tutal holding of forty-eight and three-quarter acres, 2867-2870. 3032-3036
Insufficient employment of agricultural labourérs by tarmers, so that their employ-
ment on allotments or small holdings of their own 18 neces-ary for their maintenance ;
illustrations of the very successful cultivation attained by this means, 2879-2895. 2928~
2939. 2969-2973. 3008-3011.

Advantage, doubtless, of Mr, Jesse Collings’ Bill in so far as it would help those who
already had some money to start with ; numerous class, on the other hand, without any
means, 2898.2905. 3166-3190—— Question considered whether a baker or other
tradesman has not as much nght as an agricultural labourer to assistance from the
local authority ; respects in which the two cases are not analogous, 2906-2910. 3059~
3078.

Examination as to the security which the small holder could give for any loan from
the local nuthority towards stocking the land ; admitted dificulty on the ecore that the
ratepayers’ money mvust not be unduly risked, 2g11-2927 Gieat demand among
labouring men in witness’ district for land to be hired ; growing desire to purchase,

.2034-2042. 2047-2951. 2097-2999- 3004-3006. 3132-3135.

Discrimimation to be exercised by the lucal authority as to the class of men to be
assisted with loans; considerable advauntage even it advances be restricted to men
alieady holding allutments, and to the security offered by the land exclusively, 2943~
2946. 2974-2983. 3008-3078. 3123-31.27 Suggestions as to the varying size of the
holdings to be takea in the first instance by men, according to the nunber 1 family, the
money at their disposal, and other circumstances; conclusion that in course of time many

of the labouring classes would, with the proposed help, gradually and successfully extend
their boldings from very smali beginnings, 2952 e seq.

Very low wages of agricultural labourers, so that without allotmeuts they cannot
support their families, 2969-2973. 3040~-305¢. 3130, 3131——Several obstacles at present
in witness’ district to the acquisition of small holdings by labourers; difficulties raised
by farmers as well as by landowners, 2997-2999 3089-3099. 3107, 3108. 3170-3173

General tendency of labourers to migrate to the towns; expediency of their pro-
ductive employment on the land, 3000, 3001. .

Considerable depression in the farming interest in witness’ locality ; gieat mistake in
the cousolidation of farms, 3007, 3008. 3104-3108——Advantage to be conferred by
Bill giving permissive powers to local authorities to acquire land for conveision into
small holdings, though witness would prefer compulsory powers, 3089-3099. 3150~
31g0. '

Deneficial result if small village iradesmen had facilities for renting or buying small
holdings, 3101-3103 ——Information with further reference to the large pioduction on
small holdings and the mode of cultivation, 3109-3122. 3139-3149.

Entire concurrence in the view that the local autlority, as lending the ratepayers’
money, must see to the goodness of the security, 3150-3165——1ucentive to thrift if
ruial labourers were assisted, as under the Bill of Mr. Jesse Collings, in acquiring
small holdings, 3166-316g. 3174. 318223184 Expediency of iestrictions upon sub-
letting by men who have been aided with capital, as proposed, 3175-3181.

Horses. Advantage, as regards cultivation, from the larger relative number of horses on
* small than on large farms, Collings 991, gg2.

313. 442 Total
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Horses—continued.
Total number on groups of different classes of holdings in 1875 and 1885, App. 505.
See also Stock (Horses, &)

Hughes, Price. (Analysis of his Evidence.)~—Various occupations of witness, who lives
at Towyn, Merioneth ; he is well conversant with the condition and wants of the local
agricultural population, 4079-4082.

Great obstacles to the creation of small holdings in North Wales, the landlords being
unwilling to sell, the cost of transfer being great, and the difficulty of borrowing the
‘purchase money at a low 1ate of interest being considerable, 4083-4094. 4230-4233——

xamination in support of the conclusion that the State should lend money at the lowest
possible rate of interest for the purchase of small holdings, and also for the erection by
the landlords of the required buildings; inexpediency of any loss by the State, 4095-
4124——Very high initial charges in connection with loans; illustration in the case of a
loan from the Land Commissioners, 4125-4142.

Necessity of compulsory powers, in order to create additional small holdings in Wales,
by sub-division of the larger farms ; consideration of objections to the working of this
proposal, 4143, 4144, 4168, 4226-4268. 4280-4293—-Suggestion that the area of
each holding should not be less than fifty acres; means of obtaining 2 living there-
from if fairly good land, 4145. 4244. 4329-4339 Information as to the number,
size, and rent of small holdings in witness district ; diminished pumber of late years
through consolidation, and in former years through inclosures, 4146-4162. 4204-4212.
4223~-4225. 4234~4253-

Better and larger production per acre on small than on large farms, 4163~4167———
Approval of purchasers of small holdings being required to find one-fourth of the
purchase money ; difficulty doubtless in the case of agricultural labourers, 4169-4189.
4294~4306—— Proposal as to the local authority providing not only the land, but the
buildings, and as to agricultural labourers being thereby facilitated in renting small
farms, 4176-4203.

Statement on the subject of landlords not sub-dividing their estates and providing
the required buildings, it being difficult for them to raise money for the latter at
moderate rates, 4195-4203. 4213-4222 Expediency of a restriction upon the re-con-
solidation of small holdings, after cieation through the local authorities, 4238-4244.
4326-4328——-Explanation that witness approves of landlords being helped to restore
and erect buildings, but only as a condition of the provision of smail holdings, 4269-
4279- '

Earnings of agricultural labourers in witness’ district adverted to in connection with
the prospect of their becoming small farmers or frecholders, 4294~4312 —— Advantage
of secunty of tenure, us by means of a small quit-rent, 4307-4312. 4316-4320
Prejudicial effect upon small farmers in Wales when deprived of sheep walks on the
mountains, 4313-4315.

Instances of the cultivating tenants having to compete with outsiders where the
farms are put up for sale; obstacle thereby to the former becoming freeholders, 4321~
4324———Ezxpediency of the outgoing tenant being compensated for improvements,
4325—— Better condition of the rural population, and decrease of the poor 1ates, if
small holdings were multiplied, even at some risk to the local authority, 4340-4346.

I

Imports, Enormous import of cheese, poultry, bacon, eggs, and other articles suitable

- for cultivation on small holdings at home, Collings 151~160 — Examination as to the
quantity and value of bacon, ham, cheese, butter, margaiine, and other aiucles impoited
from countries where small holdings prevail ; admission that bacon, cheese, and hams
come mainly from the United States and Canada, where the holdings are for the most
part large, 5. 1017-1040——Point of witness’ argument that the articles 1n question
are very suitable for production on smaH holdings in this country, . 1020. 1029~
1032,

Immense consumption of foreign articles of fpod Ly England, Pell 1374 ——Insig-
nificant amount of the food imports of this country from swall farm couutries, Craigee
5087, 5088.

Argument that, while under the present circumstances of the tenure of land, we
import 135,000,000 L. of food 1products, we should under the Small Holdings Act be
able to produce the same articles.to the extent of 50,000,000 L., Morgan 5957.

Statements of the quantities and values of some of the smaller articles of food
imported in the year 1886, App. 498 Statistics of import of fruit and vegetables from
the Channel Islands and from the United States, . 505.

See also Butter.

Improvementss
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Improvements. See Buildings. Compensation for Improvements. Ouwnerships or
Tenancies.

INCLOSIIRES ;

Almost total extinction of the large class of peasaut proprietors who formerly existed
in this country; disappearance of this class due mainly to the great extension of
inclosures, public and private, in former times, Collings 62-98. 132 ——Statistics and
explanations as to the excessive inclosures of wastes and commons, and the great
number of Inclosure Acts, in the present century and previously thereto; this has been

" fatal to the peasant closs and the commoners, though it was doubtless done mainly for
the public good, ib. 66-98. 125-134.

Amended principles of legislation laid down in the Inclosure Acts of 1845 and 1876
as stipulating that inclosures must be for the good of the whole neighbourhood,
Collings gg~101 Check in so far as inclosures must now be sanctioned by the Land
Commussion, ib. 101.

Comment upon inclosures through the action of the lord of the manor in arranging
with the commoners; this applies chiefly to new lords, the old lords having more con-
sideration for the rural population, Collings, 103~105. 184——Strong opinion that the
rights of the lord as to inclosures should be stopped altogether, . 105.

Statement to the effect that the commoners and small occupiers have practically
received no compensation in respect of inclosures since 1845, tﬁough the Act of that
vear and of 1876 provided compensation in the discretion of the Inclosure Land Com-
missioners ; very small acreage assigned to the labouring poor out of the inclosures,
Collings 125-131 Extinction of the rights and privileges of the colamoners, partly
through their inability to be represented before the Cowmmissioners, ib. 130, 131
Great and numerous dificulties in the way of any restitution or restoration of the
inclosures to their former uses; necessary abandonment by witness of a Bill.which he
proposed to submit to Parliament for this purpose, . 161-165.

Further reference to former inclosures as having increased the yield of food and led
to increased cultivation, though they have been most piejudicial to a large class of small
cultivators, Collings 680-682. 766——Proposal that steps be taken for securing that
lormer inclosures are duly culuvated, 5. 693. .

Full admission that immense benefit has resulted to agriculture from inclosures and
the diminution of small holdings, but with the extinction of the class of commoners,
the increase of pauperisin, and other evils; examination in detail hereon, witness sub-
mitting the entire inadequacy of the compensation given or of the allotments reserved
to the commoners and others, Collings 862-go5.

Reiterution of statement that the class of small cultivators have been squeezed out of
existence by the inclosures which have been made mainly in the latter part of the last
century and the first part of the present century ; closure of some 7,000,000 acres of land.
under Private Acts previously to 18435 ; Collings 1512-1515. 1617-1621.

Long and persistent struggle on the part of the peasantry in foimer times to retain
their land against encroachments and inclosures, and to make a stand against the harsh
or illegal exercise of manorial rights, but without success, Collings 1617-1621.

Undoubted effect of inclosure to diminish the number of persons who would probably
take advantage of any fucilities 10 become small owners, Arrold 353-356 ——Examina-
tion upon the question whether there has not been a great diminution of small holdings
in England as the result of public and private inclosures in former years, Pell 1281.
1424-1441——GQGreat increase of produce thiough the cairying out of inclosures and
the consolidation of farms, though unsgtisfactocy otherwise, Squarey 3786-3788. 3863~
3866. 3886-3901.

Arbitrary character of many of the inclosures made by landowners ; contention by
landlords that they are entitled to inclose to witlin fifteen feet of the centre of the high-
way, Fyffe 6026-6033 —— Proposal that the illegal inclosure of « common or other
waste land should be punished by imprisonment, without the option of a fine; expe-
diency of imposing on a smaller local body than the County Council the duty of watch-
ing over the common rights, ib. 6032, 6033. 6211-6217. 6257-6263.

Absence of complaint, so far as witness is aware, in regard to the compensation
awarded under Inclosure Acts, Druce 7439——Quotation from Report uf the Inclosure
Comnussioners for 1877, as showing the exceedingly beneficial operation of the General
Inclosure Act of 1845, nearly 600,000 acres having been dealt with under the Act, and
a considerable addition made to the number of small owners, ib. 7439-7442. 7588—
7590.

Examination in detail as to the numerous inclosures of commnons and other land since
1845 and in former times, witness taking exception to the conclusion that the peasantry
and poorer classes have been greatly injured thereby, and that the compensation iu the
form of allotments, field gardeus, &c., haa been altogether inadequate, Druce 7725~
7798. 7945-7961.

313. 4A3 Result
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INCLOSURES—continued.

Result of witness’ experience that in all cases where a question arises on some
encroachment or inclosure of a common it is invariably the small holder who is the first
to complain, Birkett 8845, 8846 ——Prejudicial effect of inclosnre as i1egards the
interests of small holders, whose number it reduces; impossibility of many of the
smallest holders succeeding at a distance from the commons, . 8862-8879. 8883, 8884,
8892-8894. 8991-89g6.

Statement that the small commoners cannot resist the inclosuies, as they have not the
means to meet the expenses; mvariable success of the commoners whenever cases have
gveen properly fought out. Birkett 8880-8842. 8y59-8962. 8g88-8gg0——View of

1tness, generally, that all inclosures of commous should be prohibited ; opinion that
if additioual small holdings are to be created they should be carved out of other land
than commons, i. 8885-8895. Bgg7-g002. go11.

See also Ashdown Forest. Cow-Gates. Wilburton.

Industrial Societies. Advantage if local mdustrial societies had some power of obtaining
freebold land for co-operative stores, Pell 1244-1246. 1396, 1397.

Explanation respecting the difference betwecn the scheme of the Building Society
Acts and that of the Industrial and Provident Societies Act of 1876, the latter enabling
the societies to hold lund and raise buildings on it; incorporation of such a sociéty 1n
Haddngtonshire, Haldane 808g-8091. 8108-8112. 8176-8182-~—Calculation that
under the society ncorporated in Haddingtonshire the members will be able to
acquire holdings of foity to fifty acres in fee-simple at the end of forty-nine years by
the payment ot nothing more than a fair rent ; intention of creating the holdings in the
neighbouthood ot laige towns and villages, 2. 8116-8120. 8131-81356. 8183-8190.
8231, 8232——Statement to the effect that in cases where the proposed tenant is unable
to pay for the necessary buildings and stock on the holding, the aid of the Industrial
and Piovident Societies Act will be called n, i. 8137, 8138. 8215-8222, 8233-8238.

Ireland. Unduly large number of very small holdings in Ireland, too small for a family
to live upon, Collings 1530-1540.—— See also Ashbourne Act.

Isle of Azholme. See Axholme, Isie of.

J.

Johnson, George. (Analysi~ of his Evidence.)—Witaess, who lives at Long Sutton, in
Lincolnshire, is a small holder, cultivating about seven acies of land ; is also a retailer
of beer, 6692-6697——The total cost of this holding, including legal charges, was
393 L. 14 5.; 6698-6704.

Infcriation tespecting the land held by witness, and the character of the erops raised
upon it; statement that the 1esult of his faiming has been eminently satisfactory, 6705-
6%36. 6830-6836. 6870-6880 The net profit made by witne-s on his holding 1s about
31 4s. 8d. an acre, 6719-6721 Statement handed 1n showing the anuual profits of
the bolding for the years 1885 to 1888 ; 6722-6736.

Examiration in regard to small holdings in the neighbourhood of Long Sutton, which
amount in the aggregate to about 418 acres; rare occurrence for the small holders to get
into difficulties and go upon the parish, 6737-6765. 6826-6829. 6856-6869. 6881-689g5.
6914-6920——Considerably higher rent paid by the smaller holders than by the big
farmers, 6651, 6652.

Gieat demand in the neighbourhood of Long Sutton for small holdings; there 18
quite a land hunger in the district, 6757-6765. 6837-6841—— Considerable difficulties
which exist in regard to obtaining land for small holdings in the district ; tendency to
increase the size of farms rather than to encourage small holdings, 6760-6765. 6908~
6910.

Sugg®stions for remedying the difficuliies in regard to subdivision of the land; pro-
posal that the State should become the cwner,and place men on the land as tenants,
6766-6825. 6842-6855 Approval of the local authorities taking the land in the first
instance to let out to the tenants ; suggestion that the former shovld advanee the whole
of the purchase-money, and allow the labourers to become the owners at the end of a

' term of years, 6770-6825.

Strong opinion that the risk to the local authorities in lending the whole of the pur-
chase-money would be very small, 6793-6802. 6808, 680y. 6896-6g907 Suggestions
for a system of village con:mittees in every parish to administer the scheme in regard to
letting the land n small holdings, 6853-6855. 6y11-6913——Statement to the effect
that the larger farwers are not as prosperous as the small holders in the same degree,
6889-6895.

Jones,
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Jones, Griffith. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Witness has been a solicitor, and has:
bad very considerable experience of the agricultural conditions of Caidiganshire, 9448,
9449-

Large number of small owners and occupiers in Cardiganshire, the average size of
the properties being sixty or seventy acres; demand for these snnall holdings still
increasing, although the purchaser has to stand at a higher rent than if” he were tenant,
04£0-9460. 9479-9483. 9549-9551 Grounds for the belief that the occupiers being
themselves the owners ot the land is a great social advantage ; prosperous condition of the
Cardiganshire freeholders, 9461, 9462. 9469-9478. 9565-9572. 96069608,

Instances of the serious disadvantage of insecunty of tenure, there being little or no
compensation for improvements; expediency of 1mproving the Agiicultural Holdings
Act to provide for ihese cases, 9463-9468. 9551. 9609g~9614—— Approval by witness of
the creation of small holdings, ownership being preferred in all cases to temancy,
9484-9487. _ '

Agreement with the principle of the Small Holdings Bill, but not with the details;
suggestion that the Crown lands should be coverrd by the Bill, 9487-9514. 9552-9557.
g615-9619 Reasons for witness’ objection to the system of registration in the Bill,
especially as regards the expense involved, g506-9510. g515-9522.

Councurrence in the proposal” to prevent any sub-letting, subdivision, or consolidation
of the small holdings created by the Bill; belief that the local authmiity would do its
duty in 1espect of any infringement of the law, 9523-9531. 9559, 9560 — Explanation,
in much detail, of witness” view as to thé wunner in which the purchaser should
repay tbe money in order to become the absolute owner of the land; reasons why
the interest should be as low as possible, 9532-9543- 9561~y564. 9573-9605. gfizo—~
¢626.

Vatiation in the value of land in Wales from a few pence to a sovereign per acre,
the selling piice bemng about thirty years’ purchase, 9544-0548 Opinion that the
Bill will not be of much advantage unless 1t enables the local authority to compulsorily
acquire land, and to advance money at less than the present rate, g558.

Jones, Thomas. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witness is a farmer at Bala, Merioneth,
occupying abount 300 ucres, 46864688 Varying size of farms in the district, larze
farms being the exceptwn; different erops grown, 4686-4693 -——Great diminution of
small holdings in the locality; check of late to further consolidation, 4694-4696.
474, 4725 )

Evidence in strong approval of the maintenance of small holdings, witness supplying
eundry details as to their satisfactory cultivation and productinn, and as to the thnfty
and piosperous condition of the occupiers or owners. 4697 et seq. —— Objection in
witness’ distiict that there is not security of tendre; instances of unjustifiable evictions
by bad landlords, 4734. 4838, 4839. 4883-4893-——Objectiou also as to-rents having
been unduly raised though abatements have been ullowed, and improvements have
generally been made by the landlords, 4735-4743. 4843-4846. 4937-493y — Con-
siderable difficulty with regard ta ground game, 4744-4749. 4840—4R42.

Obstacle to the acquisition of small holdiegs in the Bala district thiough the want of
capital or of facilities tor obtaining loans at a low rate of interest, 4750-4762 — Advo-
cacy of compulsory powers in ljcal authorities for the purchase of land and for sub-
divniding 1t, providing the necessary buildings, and letting 1t to small tenants, 4763 ez
seq. Grounds for the opinion that the laud should be bought of the local authority
bv valuation instead of by public auction, 4769-4778. 4798-4811. 4861. 4940-4945
et seq. .

Suggestions as to the different size of small holdings and small farms to be created

by the local authority, according to the demand; the quality’ of the land, and other con-

siderations, 4798-4800. 4812-4830. 4847-4800. 4903-9936 —— Objection to the creation
of peasaut piopretors, 4805, 4806——Explanation that witness would not emnpower
the local authoity to acquire and subdivide tarms above sixty or seventy acres in actual

possession and cultivation by the owner, 4%61-4882.

L.

Labour (Cultivation of Small Holdings). Conclusion that there can be no donbt about
the larger employment of labour on small than on large holdings, Collings 1635—
Much more labour put into the land when a man has a holding of his own than when
he is hired, Lord Wantage 1742~1744. 1778~1785. 1942, 1943— Important advantage
of small holdings in the employment of men during their spare time, Ripley 2379.

Advantage of thesgreater labour expended in cultivation where the holdings are
small, witness fully approving of subdivision of land where the soil and the surround-
ings are favourable to small holdings, Sguarey 3789-3799. 3805, 3806. 3945-3949-

313. 444 4054~
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Report, 188g—continued.

Labour (Cultivation of Small Holdings)—coutinued.

4054~4057 Statement that in the smaller farms, there being more labour put into
the land, there is consequently no waste, and every foot of ground is made the must of,
Bidwell 5105, 5106-—q1‘ypical case of a farm ol nineteen acres, in Chatteris, Isle of
Ely, which was worked entirely by a man and his own family; one horse only hept on
this farm, . 5168. 5221-5230. 5294-5298. 5324-5327-
More labour and less production per acre on small than 8n large farms, Druce 7490,
7491. 7880-7884 Advantage in small occupiers having other employment besides
the cultivation of the land, ib. 7652-7656 Further statement as to the waste of
‘labour on small as compared with large farms ; illustration in the case of the dnll, ib.
80548061,

Opinion that labour pewer would be more completely utllised on small than on large
farms, Haltlane 8166, 8167——Larger production per acre on small farms than on large
ones due to the fact that the small holder puts more labour on than the farmer can afford
to do, Duncan 9256-9264.

See also Agricultural Labourers. Cultivation.  Migration of Labour.

Lagnd Commission. Opinion that n the event of the difficulties of the mterposition of a
local authority proving insuperable, the alternative is a Land Commission, who should
make sales as quickly as possible, giving preference to small holders; recommendation
that the Commission should also have authority to advance a certain proportivn of the
purchase-money, within a hmit of 500 L; Arnold 281-289. 529-534.

See also Inclosures.

Landlords. See Allotments. Buildinys. Legislation. Rents. Settlement, §c.
Supply and Demand. Value of Land.

Lands Clauses Act. Suggestions for the improvement of the present system of compulsory
purchase under the Lands Clauses Act, which, in witness’ opinion, gives every sdvantage
to the landowner, Reid 8595-8598.

Lansdowne Estates (Wilts). Inlormation in regard to the character of the holdings on the
estates of Lord Lansdowne and Lord Crewe in Wiltshire; Lehef that the largest system
of allotments in England is upon Lord Lansdowne's estate, Smith 6;336-6352. 6359~
6566—— Statement that the system of small holdingr on Lord Lansdowne’s propeity
has been singularly successful, especially’in regard to the paywent of rent, 15, 6314,
6345—— Abatement of rent to the extent of 20 per cent. since the year 1879 ; ib, 6346~
6352 Repairs and mmprovements carried out by Lord Lansdowne, and not by the
tenants, #b. 6353-9356. ’

LEGISLATION : .

Considerable benefit already conferred upon the agricultural populatiog by the facilities
under the Acts of 1882 and 1887 fur the acquisition of allotments, Collings 6-8——
Restrictive statutes in force in former times against the undue consolidation of farms
and the cviction of small oceupiers, ib: sg~——Necessity of further legislation, though
there is some tendency in owaers to subdivide laige farms, b, 781-783.

Strenuous denial that recent legislation had tended in anything like an adequate
manner to facilitate the sale of land, the only facilitaing Act being the Glebe Lands Act
ot 1888 ; Arnold 210-216.

Explanation that witness fully approves of the ‘creation of small holdings by economic
laws and natuial process, as now m operation, but js adverse to compulsory powers, Pell
1240-1247. 128g-1202. 1317. 1391 ef seq.; 1478-1482——Inexpediency of any direct
legislation for retaining agrcultural laboureis in the country, though witness 13 very
desirous that they should 1emam on the land, ib. 1477-1482. 1497-1501.

Concluston as to the necessity of legislation, the landlords generally not being favour-
able to the creation of small holdings, Ripley 2419-2422. 2438, 2439—— Expediency of
further legislation for increasing the facilities for foming small boldings, Dedd 5460,
5461; Smith 6377, 63783 Rigby 7296, 7297.

Tendency, for poliical reasons, dwing the past 100 yeais to keep large masses of land
in unbioken quantities; opinicn that this dbject has pervaded the Statute Book of this
countiy for more than a century, Fyffe 6008-6025. 6034-6039 Suggestions in regard
to the reforms necessary m the present system sffecting land tenure ; special legislation
required in order to give additional facilities for the creation ot small holdings, . 6040~
6046. 6050-6060. 6o77-6095 Examination as to the general udvaniages of legislative
interference in the mattcr of small holdings for the wuking people of this country;
aigument that the creation of small holdings is a mwatter of national importance, .
60b6g-6073. 6202-6206. 62453-6248. 6256. 6264-6275. 6303-630Y.

Questionable expediency cof introducing legislation for the purpose of re-creating small

. ownerships
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LEGISLATION—continued.

ownerships where they bave disappeared ; contention that the wnatter must be settled by
the laws of lupplfy and demand, Punchard 7013-7017. 7071, 7072. 70G2. 7102
Opinion that the fact of small holdings frequently changing hands 1s no reason against
affording facilities for obtaming them, . 7020, 7021.

Tendency of the legislation in the last few years to increase rather than decrease the
number of small cultivators ; reference especially to the Agricultural Holdings Act and
the Allotments Compensation Act, Druce 7431-7436. 7540, 7541~ 7936-7944. 80c8-
8019—— Denial that there is any legislation which prevents an owner from letting his
land in small occupations ; reference fp several recent Acts as facilitating subdivision,
ib. 7447-7449. 7617-7619. 7712~7720. 8008-8019. 8021-8031 Entire approval of
the class ot small: owners, who should not, however, be artificially fostered, . 7498,
7499. 7502. 7521. 7652~7656. 7853. 7986-8003.

Preparation by witness of a scheme for the amendment of the land laws in the High-
lands; proposal as to the holdings being vested in the local authorities and sabject to a
quit rent, Ross 8263, 8317. 8320 et seq. Suitability of the legislation proposed for
land in England to land in the lowland parts of Scotland, ¢b. 8510, 8511. 8541~
8543- )

Suggestions for the improvement of the Scotch laws in order to give additional facili-
ties for the creation of small holdings; also, for the improvement of the Agricultural
Hoédings Act and the Railway Acts, Sir G. Campbell 8709. 8713, 8714. 8716~
8718.;

See also Allotments.  Buildings. Compulsory Powers. Local Authorities.

Quit Rent.

Leicestershire. Evidence as to the varying size of farms in Leicestershire, with reference
to the question of labour; entire approval of as many agricultural labourers as possible
being retained on the land, instead of emigrating to the towns, Pell 1376-1390. 1408-
1412,

Lincolnskire. Cultivation by witness of about seven acres of land at Liong Sutton; he is
also a retailer of -beer, Johnson 6692-6697 The total cost of this holding, including
legal charges, was 393 /. 14 s.; ib. 6698-6704~——Information respecting the character
of the lard and of the crops raised upon it; the result has been eminently satisfactory,
th. 6705-6736. 6830-6836. 6870-6880——Statement handed in showing the annual
profits of his holding for the years 1885 to 1888; net profit of about 31 4s. 8d. per
acre, tb. 6719-6746.

Examination as regards small holdings generally in the neighbourhood of Long Sutton,
which amount in the aggregate to about 418 acres ; rare occurrence for the small holders
to get into difficulties and go upon the parish, Joknson 6737-6765. 6826-682g. 6856~
6869. 6881-6895. 6914~6920.

Opinion that there has been no diminution of small holders in the county, Druce 7408
——Great depreesion in agriculture at the time of witness’ oflicial inquiry under the
Richmond Commission, many of the small helders in the Isle of Axholme and through-
out Lincolnshire having been very badly off ; bad condition at present of the small free-
holders in East Lincolnshire, i, 7891—7g19——Varying opinions as to their condition ;
instances of the value attached by them to small ownerships, ib. 78g92~7911.

See also Axholme, Isle of.

Littlemore (Ozford). Probable explanation of the high rent fetched by a plot of one and
three-quarter acres near Littlemore (Oxford), as compared with the rent of an adjoining
farm, Druce 8036-8050.

Littleton, The Reverend Ebenezer. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Has been a resident Non-
cogformist Minister at Withyham, near Tunbridge Wells, for twenty-two years, 6386-
6389.

Information generally with respect to small holdings in the neighbourhood of Ash-
down Forest; grounds for the statement that the small holders, as a whole, are very
much more prosperous than the larger farmers .in the same district, 6390-6418. 6456~
6459. 6463-6514. 6522-6526 Higher rents paid by the small holders who are
ten%nts than by the larger farmers, 6394. 6400-6403. 6414-6418. 6500-6504. 6522~
6526.

Statement that the size of the small holdings varies from half an acre to as much as
four acres ; occasioual employment of the tenants of these holdings by the larger farmers
in the immediate neighbourhood, 6396, 6397——Agricultural depression has beert better
met than in the case of the larger farms ; University College bas lost more on one large
farm than on all their small holdings put together, b204-6206 Doubtful opinion as to
the expediency of giving tenants compensation for improvements in the way proposed by
a Bill of last year in the event of consider aBble increase in the number of small holdings

313. 4 : n
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Report, 188g—continued.

Littleton, The Reverend Ebenezer. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

in the neighbourhood of Ashdown Forest; the majority are ownerships and not tenan-
cies, 6404-6406.
Impossibility of gettng land for small holdings elsewhere than in the uncultivated part
+ of the forest ; inclination of the landlords rather to add to their own property than to
sell 1t to the people, 6407-6411. 6496, 6397——Statement as to the price of the land
taken from the forest and sold as freeholds ; calculation that the cost, including the law
expenses and the title, is about 36 L an acre, 6411, 6412, 6436-6442. 6464.

. Strong view that facilities should be afforded to the people to enable them to obtain
"their own holdings ; the principal facility required 1s that money should be obtainable at
an easy per-centage in order to purchase land and erect buildings, 6419-6435. 6444~
6446. 6460-6462 Decided opinion that, if the lacal authonties were empowered to
lend the people three-quarters of the purehase money, it would be an entirely safe
transaction, 6430-6445.

Unwillingness of the Land Commissioners of late years to sell the land from Ashdown
Furest to the laboureis, 6447-6451—— Obvious difficulty in regard to the erection of
buildings unless the people 1eceive some assistance from the local authorities or fiom
some other means, 6452-6455 Desirability of a plan by which the State should
advance a portion of the price of the land, the purchaser paying down a certain piopor-
tion as security, 6516, 6517 Opinion that the size of the holdings should vary from
ten up to twenty acres, 6518-6521.

Loans (Purchase of Land). Very high initial charges in conuection with loans; illustra-
ticn in the case of a Joan from the Land Comaussioners, Hughes 4125-4142.

See also ﬁuzldings. Local Authority. Mortgages. Purchase Money. State Loans.

LocAL AUTHORITIES :

1. Advocacy of the Creation of Small Holdings through the Action of the
Local Authorities; Exceptions taken thereto.

2. Question of Profit being made by the Local Authorities, in the Interests
of the Ratepayers ; conflicting Fuvidence as to the Risk to be incurred.

1. Advocacy of the Creation of Small Holdings through the Action of the Local
Authorities ; Exceptions taken thereto :

Aigument that the required facilities for the extension of small holdings can best be
given through the local autborities, rather than directly by the State, Collings 171-176
Explanation that the local authaities would be meiely quit-rent receivers, through
the tax collectors, but should enforce provisions against sub-letting and for the cultiva-
tion of the land, . 571-583.

Advocacy of extensive poweis in the local authorities with reference to commons and
uncultivated lands, charity lands, Crown lands, and glebe lands, Collings 686 et seq, ——
Entire confidence of witness in local authonties, as at present constituted for carrying

. out the proposed scheme, ib. 757-761—— Non-objection to some limit to the extent of
operations of the local authorities, ¢b. 785—— Approval of the local authority buying
holdings of from twenty-five to fifty acres as well as large holdings, . 1601-1604.

Grounds for stiongly objecting to the County Council or other local authority raising
loans out of the rates in order to extend the system of small holdings, Pell 1243. 1248
el seq. 1303. 1319-i322. 1413 et seq.

Advantages of the plan piroposed by Mr. Jesse Collings for the creation of small
holdings through the local authonties, the occupiers having security of tenure upon pay-
ment of one-fourth of the purchase money and being liable for interest on the remaining
three-fourths, Ripley 2399-2407-

Value of Mr. Collings’ Bill 1n so far as 1t would help those who aiready had some
money to sturl with ; numerous class on the other hand without any means, Holman
2898-2905. 3166-31g0 Advantage to be conferred by a Bill giving permi-sive powers
to local authorities to acquue land for conversion into small holdings, though witness
would prefer compulsory powers, 3089-3099. 3150-31go.

Voluntary action’ contemplated in connection with loans from the local authority to
intending purchasers, Owen 4454-4458. 4552——Decided opinion that the best plan for
creating small holdings 1s for the local authority 1o acquire lands ard to let them; sug-
gestions in detail as to the course to be adopted by the local authorities in cartying out
this duty, Dodd p462. 5487-5490. 5497-5534. 5625-5642. 5707-5715.

Proposal that there should be a double foim of public actioa to facilitate the founding
of small holdings; suggestion that besides the central authority the local authority
should be charged with the duty of purcbasing land about smali towns and villages to
be afterwards let in small quantities, Fyffe §o87-60g3. 60g7-60g99. 6149-6152. 6165~
6171. 61gg, 6200. 6276-6291. 6297- 6299.

Svggestion
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Report, 188g—continued.

LocAL AUTHORITIES—continued.
1. Advocacy of the Creation of Small Holdings, &c.—~continued. .

Suggestion that the local authonities should be empowered to take land for the pur-
pose of providing small holdinge; approval also, if it were possible, that the local
authoity should provide mouney for the purpose of stocking the land, Robertson 6547~
6550. 6626-6634.

Approval of the local authorities taking th2 land in the first instance to let out to the
tenants ; suggestion that the former should advance the whole of the purchase money
and allow the labourers to become the owners at the end of a term of years, Joknson
6770-6825.

Conclusions as to the inexpediency of empowering the locul authorities to advance
money for the ereation of smaﬁ) holdings ; belief that the-tenants would prefer their pre-
sent Jandlords to the local authorities as landlords, Punchard 7038-7068. 7103-7106.,
7167-7173. 7183, 7248-7270—— Suggestions as to the best system for tacilitating the
purchase of the holdings through the local authorities ; inexpediency of their advancing
the whole of the purchase money, Righy 7298-7320.

Summaiy of reasons in suppoit of the conclusion that the proposition of Mr. Jesece
Collings for a system of loans to small cultivators, through the local authorities, 1s very
imprudent and impohtic, Druce 7450-7468.

Giounds for the opinion that Corporations ale very bad landlords, but that good local
authorities guch as parochial boards would select and control the tenants’ pruperly, Ross
8347-8363. 8384-8388. 8487 et seq., 8512-8530—— Proposal that the district councils
when established, iustead of the samtary authoiities, sball be made the authority under
the Allotments and Small Holdings Bill; reason fur the terposttion of the local
anthority, ib. 8557 et seq.

Non-existence of any special facilities for the creation of small holdings; disapproval
of the local authority being introduced to create them, and becoming a large owner of
them, Birkett 8898-8y24. 8953, 8954. 8y68-8971. 8975-8987. go12-go17.

Inability of witness to suggest any legislation that would materially increase the number
of small holdings, except perhaps that the local authorities might be allowed to acquire
land ou reasonable terms in suitable localities, and let it in lots, dlezander go71—go78,
0088-90g5. 9138-g153—— Grounds for the opmion that the local authorities should
pur.hase land and sel} or let it to small holders ; approval of the parochial authorities
undertaking the duty, Duncan 9181-g205. 9317-9321. a380. 9389-9392. 9417-9419.

2. Question gf Profit being made by the Local Authorities, in the Interests of the
Ratepayers; conflicting Evidence as to the Risk to be incurred:

Conclusion that the only way in which it would be just to transfer public land to the
local authorities, for the purpose of small cultivation, would be by authorising the local
authorities to pay its ascertained value, and so become the absolute owners; admission
that any profit-or loss on the transaction would go to the rates, 4rnold 255-273. 398~
400,

Justification of the profit to be made by the local authoiity by receiving one per cent.
more than they pay onloans fiom the State; proposed investment of this amount so
that in forty-seven years the debt to the State might be paid off, Collings 563-565.
567. 570——Provisions proposed as to the local authoiity getting the benefit of the
increased increment, as where land is required for buildings; fair compensation to be
made to the tenants in such cases, . 587-592. 788-801 Large ieduction expected
eventually in the rutes frcm the operation of witness’ scheme, 5. 786, 787.

Examination to the effect that under witness’ scheme of loans by local authorities to
small cultivators theie would Le no such risk of loss to the ratepayers, even :n times of
depression, as should militate against the adoption of the scheme, Collings 1065-1083.

Important advantage in so far as the ratepayers would be benefited by the scheme;
examination hereon as to the rate at which the local authority can borrow, and the
excess rate to be charged to the cultivator, Collings 1546. 1548-1563 Further state-
ment as to there being smple security against loss to the ratepayers mn the event of bad
cultivation by the tenant, . 1 565-1576,

Consideratiun of the proposed power in local autborities to buy land, by means of the
Tutes, and to advance one-fourth of the puichase-money to small holders, receivinga
perpetual quit-rent; objection mainly on the scoie of xisk to the ratepayers, Pell 1248
et seg. 1334-1349- 1413 et seg.—— Belicf that local authorities could. raise loans and
admunister a system of small holdings with a profit of 4 or 5 per cent., Lord Wantage
1956-1959. 1967—— Sufficient security of local anthorities under a rent-charge system,
Ripley 2569-2585. 2606, 2607.

Proposition that the local authority should piovide not only the land for agricaitural
laboureis but loaus for stocking aud working i1t ; examination hercon us to the degree of
risk to be incurred thereby by the*ratepayers, Holman 2813-2826. 2903-2929- 2975~
2091. 3012-3031. 3059-3078. 3125-3127——Question considered whether a baker or

313. 4B2 other
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Report, 188g—continued.

Locar AuTHORITIES—Ccontinued.
2. Question of Profit being made by the Local Authorities, &e,—continued.

other tradesman has not as much right as an agricultural labourer to assistance from the
local authority towards stocking the land ; admitted difficulty on the score that the rate-
payers’ money must not-be unduly risked, Holman 2911-2927.

Discrimination to be exercised by the local authority as to the class of men to be
assisted with loams ; considerable advantage even if advances be restricted to men
already holding allotments, and to the security offered by the land exclusively, Holman
2043-2948. 2974-2982. 3008-3078. 3123~3127-—— Entire concurrence in the view that
the local authority as lending the ratepayers’ money must see to the goodness of the
security, ib. 3150-3165.

Entire approval of farm labourers and others who have saved some money being helped
by the local authority to obtain small holdings; objection, however, to a system of loans
out of the rates to men without some capital, on account of the risk of loss, Wimpenny
3401-3409. 3437-3445. 34506-3460. 3492-3511. 3519-3521 ——Question for considera-
tion whether the local authority might not incur some tisk in promoting small heldings
as adding to the food value of the country, and as diminishing the poor rates, Squarey
3964-3968. ,

Expediency of local anthorities not making any purchases of land for speculative
purposes, Dodd 3530-5534——Decided opinion that if the Jocal authorities were
empowered to lend the people three-quarters of the purchase-money it would be an
entirely safe transaction, Littleton 6430-6445. '

Conclusion that in any system adoptéd by which facilities would be given by local
anthorities, the ratepayers should be secured against loss, Robertson 6627-6630 ——
Strong opinion that the risk of the local authorities in lending the whole-of the purchase-
money would be very small, Joknson 6793-6802. 6808, 680g. 6896-6go7.

Unfairness in benefiting one class only at the cxpense of the rates, Druce 7458-7460
——Inexpediency of the local authority operating as a speculator in land or being
obliged to assume possession of the holdings if the quit-rent be not punctually paid ;
degree of risk in any case, ib. 7836-7845. ’

Provision in the Bill by which the local anthority will, in the long yun, make a profit
out of the transaction; power of the Jocal authority to resume possession of the holdings
it the land be required for public purposes, Reid 8562-8575.

Opinion that in buying land and letting it out to small holders, the local authority
would incur a certain small risk, and that in the alternative proposition of a peasant pro-
prietory, there would be practically no risk, Alezander go80-gogs. g157-9163 Con-
clusicen that the letting of land by the local authority would be a risky transaction,
Duncan 9217-9224.

" See also Buildings. Compulsory Powers.. Crown Lands. Morigages.
Ownerships or Tenancies. Purchase Money. Quit-Rent, State Loans.
Unearned Increment. '

Long Sutton. See Lincolnshire.

Longley, Sir Henry, K.c.B. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Evidence to the effect that the
policy of 1he. Charliry Commissioners as regards the sale of charity land is regulated by
the Charitable Trusts Acts of 1853 and 1855, the principle of that legislation being that
no sale or exchange shall take place that is not advantageous to the charity, 8738-8741.
8813, 8814. 8840, 8841 Report of 1872 read by witness setting forth the views of the
Commissioners on the subject and showing that the observance of the ‘Acts was insisted
upon ; the veport expresses their present views generally, the main change being that the
readivess to sell land has been slightly lessened, 8742-8747. 8804 et seq. 8826.

" Opinion that if restrictions be imposed on the tiustees of charities, as regards sales, the
market value of the land will be depreciated ; also, that any restriction in letting land
will tend to diminish the rent, 8748-8754. 8763-8765 Non-objection, as regards
charity lands, to the areus of allotments under the Allotments Act being extended from
one to five or fifty acres, 8755-8750. 8773, 8774- 8704, 8795.

Grounds for the helief that the interests of the beneficiaries under the charities are not,
as a rule, antagonistic 1o the interests of those who wish to take the land for small hold-
ing purposes ; considerable local opposition sometimes to letting land for allotments,
8760, 8761. 8766-8768. 8775, 8776. 8787, 8788. 8827-8830—— Doubt as to the trustees
and beneficiaries of charities agreeing 1o the local authority taking over all charity land
at a valuation, unless they were satisfied that they would get the full value for it, 8762,
8789. ‘

Power of the Commissioners 10 revoke the certificate of exemption which prevents
land being cut up into allotments; absence of facts showing whether land under a
revoked certificale of exemption has depreciated in value, 8769-8772 — General im-

, ' pression
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Longley, Sir Henry, K.c.B. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

ression that 1and let in allotments or in very small holdings brings in a higher rent than
and let to large farmers, 8777-8783. 878g. :

Explacation that the trusteea initiate the proceedings for the sale of land, and that
the Commissioners decide whether the sale is desirable or not; strong impression that
trustees can never be ro elastic in their managemeat of land as private owners, 8780-
8785. 8796-8803. 8807-8825. 8836-8839—— Suguestion that the best way of getting
chanty land let in allotments or small holdings would e to empower the trustees to let
it to some body which would undertake the management of the business; non-objection
to entinsting 1t to a good local authority, such as the raral sanitary authority, 8785,
8786, 8831-8835—§trong objection to all the duties of the trustees being haanded over
to the local authority, 8;790-8793.

M.

Machinery (Agricultural Implements). Beliel that machinery (with the exception of the
stean-plough) is used quite as much on small as on large farms; reference hereou to
the practice in Belgium, Collings 46-49——Facility in small holders hiring machinery,
ploughs, &c., from their neighbouwrs or combining to have machinery between them, 5.
804. g61-967.

Difficulty in some parts of the country through small holders not having suffi-
cient horses and machinery; interchange of help, as a rule, between neighbouring
tenants, Owen 4388-43g0——— Disadvantages of small holdings as regards tge use of
machinery, such as drills, threshing machines, &c., Druce 7492-7495 Increasing ten-
dency of farmers to hire threshing and other machines insiead of buying them, 5. 7675~

7681,
Manorial Rights. See Inclosures.

Manure. Extia amount of manure on small as compared with large holdings, Collings
803. 9gg-1001,

Market Gardens. Want of increased facilities for a still further extension of market
gardens ; difficulty as to transit of the produce, Collings 80og-811.

Markets. Contention that to make small holdings popular they must be located near
large villages or market towns, Beck 5422-5429. 5453-5455 ——Situation of the small
farms chiefly in the grass counties, near the luge towns, Druce 7430 ——Relative facili-
ties of small and large farmers for sending butter and other produce to market, ib. 7671~
7674

Matheson, Sir Alexander. Details of the small heldings recently erected in Strathrusdale
by Sir Alexander Matheson ; opinion that the land would bave paid better as a sheep
farm, Ross 8280-8294. 8356-8362. 8462-8467. 8531-8533.

Merionethshire. Varying size of farms in the district about Bala, large farms being the
exception ; different crops grown, T. Junes 4686-4693——Great diminution of small
holdings in the locality ; check of late to further consolidation, ib. 4694-46y6. 4724,
4725——Objection in witness’ distiict that there 1s not security of tenure; instances of
upjustifiable evictions by bad landlords, ib. 4734. 4838, 4839. 4883-4893 Objection
also as to rents huving been unduly iaised, though abatements have been allowed, and
improvements have generally been made by the landlords, ib. 4735-4743. 4843-4845.
4937-4939+

Considerable difficulty with regard to ground game in parts of the county, T. Jones
4744-4749- 4840-4842 — Obstacle to the acquisition of small holdings in the Bala dis-
trict thiough the want of capital or of facilities for obtaming loans at a low rate of
interest, ib. 4750-4762. .

Migration of Labour. “Twofold benefit from the creation of small holdings in so far as
occupiers in villages and rural distrnicts would not only obtain a living locally, but would
no louger migrate to the large towns in displacement of labour there, Collings 14, 15

Strong desire of the labouring classes to remain upon the land instead of being

forced into the towns, ib. 124—— Tendency generally of the extension 6f small holdings

to prevent migration to towns; increasing migiation in France ever since 1846, the ruial

distiicts having been excessively populated, ib. 1138-1144.

Various attractions by which young men are induced to leave the country for the
towns, Pell 1477——Gradual emigration for years past from the country.to the towns,
it being highly expedient to apply legislation for preventing any fuither depopulation of
the country distnicts, Lord Wantage 1746 et seq.——Tendency to a return of population

/ from the towns to the country,’and the re-creation of small holdings if theie were addi-
. tional facilities of purchase, 6. 1736-1740. 1746-1754. 1886,

- 313. 48B3 General
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Report, 188g—continued.

Migration of Labour—continued,

General tendency of labourers to migrate to the towns; expediency of their productive
emplovment on the land, Holman 3000, 3001 Frequent emigration of the children of
agricultural labourers into the towns, witness strongly approving of facilities whereby
they may obtain small holdings so long as State mtervention and subsidies are not
resorted to, Squarey 3952-3959. 4071-4075.

Several causes to which the migration of small occupiers in Montgomeryshire to the
towns 18 due, Owen 4572, 4573 Belief that the creation of small holdings would
stop the influx of the rural population into the towns and be a great social improvement,
Duncan. 9404-9410. 9431-9434-

See also Rural Population.

Milk, Reference to the want of pasture near towns, and the difficuliies in some jlaces as
to supplies of milk, Pell 1311, 1312 Grounds for not attaching much importance to
milk as an article of food for the agricultural classes, though it-is an excellent diet for
children, 5. 1368-1371. 1471-1476. 1490-1493 Profitable production of milk and
eggs on small as compared with large farms, Lord Waatage 1871. 1926-1931. 1045-
1949- ' '

Miners. Desire of the miners in Haddingtonshire for a more secure tenure of their houses

rarher than for small plots of land, Haldane 8156-8158. 8168-8145.

MINSTER LOYELL (OXFORD):

Situation in this parish of the estate bought by Fergus O’Connor in 1847 for-the
creation of smali holdings, Ripley 2233-2245. 2241, 2242 Total of about 252 acres
in the parish let out in eighty small holdings, varying from two to four acres each,
there being thirteen men who occupy more than one holding, ib. 2235-2240———1In-
formation as to the original cost of the estate and the heavy tithe upon it, the
arrangements made by the Nationel Land Company for its division into small hold-
ings, the erection of buildings, and the terms upen which let, . 2241-2252 Ex-
planation respecting the eventual failure of the Land Company and the purchase of
the estate by different owners; entire change also in the class of occupiers, . 2253-
2267. 2598~2600.

Considerable rate of payment per acre by those of the present bolders who have not
become freeholders; very high rent-charge upon the land over and above the rent, Répley
2068-22B80. 2288-2290. 2562-2565. 2519-2529 Advantage of the system of rent-
charge, in so far as it operates in preventing evictions ; three different elasses of holders,
2281-22g0. 2566-2583 Large decrease in the selling value of the holdings; local
demand for them, thirty having been purchased by twenty-one of the occupiers, 7. 2291-
2295, 2327. 2578-2580. .

Evidence to the effect that the small holders are doing fairly well, and are far better off
than the large farmers; particulars hereon as to the character of the soil, mode of culti-
vation, and produce raised, Ripley 2203 ef seq.; 2471, 2472. 2557 Importance of the
production of potatoes and the keeping of pigs as the chief items which make the small
holdings pay, :b. 2289, 2290. 2302, 2303. 2325. 2472. 2505-2513. 2557 Extraneous
employment, or other socrces of mcome, in- the case of almost all the small holders;
their efficiency in different employments, i. 2311-2323. 2353-2355. 2363. 2515.
2609.

Exceedingly sober and well-conducted character of the small holdersin witness’ parish;
several tespects in which superior to ordinary agricultural labourers, whilst they very
rarely become paupers, Ripley 2334-2336. 2425-2433. 2475-2489. 2545. 2604, 2605
Very littde cupital of the small hcolders; mortguges raised on many of the buildings, .
2340-2852. 2513, 2514———Considerable distance of the holdings from good markets,
ib. 2560, 2361. 2443. 2473, 2474. ‘2550-2552. -

Beneficiul operation of small holdings in Minster Lovell in preventing pauperism,
though the population is largely increased, Ripley 2362-2364. 2376-2378— —Increased
production of the small holdings by reason of the care and labour in their cultivation;
estimate of 71. 104 as the value of the annual produce per acre, b, 2365-2375. 2550
2546.

Excellent schocl attendance of the children of small holders in Minster Liovel!, Ripley
2447-2449~—— Sources whence fodder is provided for the horses of the small holders,
there being no common lands or pasture available, ib. 2453-2455——Several disadvan-
tages uuder which the system of small holdings labours in the case of Minster Lovell,
th. 2550-2557. 2598—2600—— Statement as 1o the holdings not having been sub-divided,
ib. 2601~2603. 2608, . : .

. Witness, who is a mason’s labower at Minster Lovell, ocenpies a holding of two acres

{with a cottage), upon which he works in lis spare time, and is assisted by two sons, the

- rent.being 81 a year; particulars as to the cultivation, production, &c., the result being
satisfactory, Dalton 2611 et seq. ‘ :

‘Distinct
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MINSTER LoOVELL (OXFORD)—continued.

Diatinet failare formerly of the system of small holdings at Minster Lovell, Squarey
3800, 3801.

Montgomeryshire, Ownership by witness, who is chairman of the County Council of
Montgomeryshire, of some 6,000 acres of land of various qualities; large number of
small holdings on his property, Owen 4347-4352 Vanous occupations of men who
have very ¥mall holdings under witness, . 4359~4360. 4543-4549- 4541, 4642.

Series of questions sent by witness to members of the Moutgomery County Council;
general effect of the replies that the small holders are in a very satisfactory condition
save where they have raised mortgages, Owen 4393-4327. 45604565 4616, 4617.
4650.

Less depression in Montgumeryshire among the small cultivators than the larger
farmers, Owen 4415, 4416—— Special instances of profitable cultivation and production
by small holders in the county; room for large extension in this direction, ib. 4417-
4420. 4481-4488. 4493 et seq.; 4542~4551. 4558, 4559. 4612-4624. 4637-4644——
Amicable arrangements between owner and small holders in witness’ district in respect
of buildings and repairs, . 4518, 4519. 4645-4652. 4661, 4662 Strong complaint
in the county, as to the exercise of manonal nghts, ib. 4669, 4670.

Morgan, Sampson. {Analysis of his Evidence.)—Is Secretary of the National Fruit
Growers’ League ; has had large experience in regard to the profitable culture of English
fruit, 5765-5767. 5876-5878. 5937-5939.

Information generally as to the difficulties experienced in this country through want
of opportumities for fruit culture; the greatest impediment to successful culture in
England is that people eannot get the land, 5768-5780. 5794-5796. 5814-5834. 5855~
5875. 5388-5910. 5026-5928. 5940-5945. 5953-5956—— Contention that a long tenure
is absolutely essential for the cultivation of fruit ; opmion that twenty-one years is the
shortest term that would be useful, 5770-5774.

Investment of capital necessary if land is to be devoted to the production of choice
fruit; 1mpossibility of such investment unless there 1s security, of tenure for a long term,
5779, 57%0. 5883—— Conclusion that fruit cultivation can be made a most profitable
industry ; instance in which an average profit of ol an acre has been obtained from
special varieties of fruit trees, 5781-5787. 5800-5813.

Evidence as to the advantages of fruit growing in England ; opinion that English fruit
will fetch from 25 to 3o per cent, more than foreign fruit of the same kind, 5786-5793.
5835-5837. 5884-5887. 5917-5025- 5920-5933. 5064-5966——Statement that at the
present time the importation of foreign fruit is very large, 5797-5799.

Complete swtability of the English climate and soil for the successful culture of fruit ;
willingness of witness to produce choice fruit grown 1n the open air in Kent in proof of
this aSsertion, 5800-5813——Neglect of the English Government to foster the agricul-
tural industries of the country, as 18 done in every country but our own, 5833-

Expediency of growing soft fruits only in small quantities to satisfy local and other
special needs, 5335, 5836 Desirability of the Government spreading knowledge in
regard to fruit growing by means of leaflets and other publications; contention that the
new -Agricultural Department should include horticultural matters, 5830~5843. 5878~
5880. 5934-5936: Lar%e quantities of land in England entirely wasted through their
being planied with worthless vaiieties of fruit trees, 5839, 5840

Favowable opinion of witness respecting the Small Holdings Bill; belief that it will
lead to greater facilities for the cultivation not only of fruit but also of vegetables
throughout the country, 5846- 5854. 5957-5961——Indifference as to the terms upon
which the land for fruit growing is obtained so long as the rent is fair, and the tenure is
secure, 5866-5874. 5899——Statement that any amount of land can be bought in
England 1n large quantaties, but very little in small quantities, 5904-5907.

Great importance of establishing a satisfactory system of compensation for improve-
ments, in 1egard to fruit growing, 5911-5916——— General statement as regards fruit, that

for every 100 L. worth of produce sold in the markets only 251 find their way into, the
growers’ pockets, 5931.

_ Argument that, while underthe present circumstances of the tenure of land weimport
135,000,000 I of food products, we should under the Small Holdings Act be able to
produce the same articlea to the extent of 50,000,000 L; 5957 Decided opinion that
there 18 a demand for land for fruit growing in excess of the suppl% 5962, 5063——

Statistics handed in regarding the mmport of frmt from the Channel Islands, and from
Canada and the United States, 5967, 5968.

Mortgages.  Fruitful cause of the dimmution of small freeholders by reason of the
unhmited power of mortgage which they possess; strong opinion as to the expediency of
restrictions upon this power, Collings §7-61——Value of witness’ scheme as tending to
prevent recourse to mortgages by small cultivators, ib. 569—— Question considered as to

313. 4B4 small
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Report, 188g-—continued.

Mortgages—continued.

small holders under the local authorities being allowed to mortgage their ho'djn'.'s, and
as to the rate at which they can borrow, Collings 748~755——Limited power of mort-
gage 10 be given to the cultivating owner, B, 1148,

Grounds for witness’ aversion to any proposal to limit the right of mortgage, Arnold
332-336 Prejudicial effect of the facility of n.oitgaging in leading to 1he diminution
of small holdings, Lord Wantage 1732-1734 Doubt as tothe advantage of tacilitating
mol lgagg of the Jand as a means of enabling tenants to provide the purchase money, ib.
1977-1981.

\ Special objection to Mr. Collings’ scheme in so far as it affects the right of mortgage ;
great difficulty on this score, Druce 7464-7466. 7535, 7536. 7807-7812 Grounds
for the conclusion that the power of mortgaginyg, though undesirable in the case of small
pioptietors, has not miluated against the distiibution and sub-division of land, ib. 7535~
7555

. Behef thgt the negotiation of mortgages in England tends to keep the farms large,
Ross 83-26—%328 Doubt as to the power of mortgaging for specific debts bemng a
great impediment to the distiibution of land, Birkett 5g42-8947.

See' also Wellingborough.

Mortmain. Condemnation by a Select Committee of 1863 of the holding of land in mor(-
mam by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and other corporatiuns; considerable sales in
consequence, Arnold 237-239. 528 —— Appivval of the main proposals of the Mortmain
Law Amendment Bill introduced by Lord Randolph Churchill m 1884, especially as to
the compulsory sale of public land, pieference being given to sales to small holders;
objection to perpetuity lea-es, 1t being desirable to give the holder the fullest power
that the State can grant (in the form of frechold), ib. 254. 497-503.

Very large acreage which has passed out of mortmain through the medium of the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, Porter 2693, 2694.

N.
Nationalisation of the Lend. Expediency of keeping in view some scheme of land
nationalisation or municipalisation, Dodd 5476 —— Further statement that nationalisa-

tion should be strictly kept m view, and that public money should not be expended in
creating small fiecholds and so diminishing what may be’ called semi-public land, ib.
5728-5738.

New Forest. Extensive area of uncultivated land in the forest which might be more or less
utilised by small holders, Collings 697, 698. 1062.

Considerable number of small freeholders near the New Forest who (or whose fore-
fathers) were originally squatters on the Crown land ; exceedingly industrious character
and prospesous condition of these people, Squarey 3750~3756. 3759. 3924-3938 —— Ex-
pediency of avery large inciease in the' number of small holders Like those near the
forest, 1. 3756, 3757—— Bad state of the buildings of the small holders on thg edze of
the forest ; very little poverty among this class, though they do not save money, ib. 3924-
3938. 4000-4003.

Norfolk. Few instances of small holdings in Norfolk on account of the nature and quality
of the land ; statement that these are in the neighbouthood of the large towns and are
chiefly occupied by tenants, Beck 5331-5334——Strong objection in Norfolk on the
part of the larger class of tenant farmers to small boldings, #h. 5343. 5345-5348. 5420-
5422.

NuMBER oF SMALL HOoLDINGS (OWNERSHIPS AND TENANCIES):

Diminution in the number of small holdings due in a gieat measure to the extensive
consolidation of farms in former years, Collings 16-21. 33-53. 56— Further cause of
diminution by the extinction of small freeholders who have been induced to sell their
holdings through the high price obtainable in past times when land has been in great
demand, ib. 22-26. 30-32. 56— Great reduction in the number of small freeholds
through the extensive inclosures in former times; details heieon, ib. 62-98. 125-134.
B62 et seq. 3 1512 et seq.

Decided decrease in the number of small holdings during the last thirty years; causes
to which owing, Squarey 3807-3815. 3960-3963. 4004 Considerable diminution for
several years, down to a recent period, 1n the number of small holdings ; several causes
to which due, Qwen 4371-4376. 4399, 4400.

Statement that as regards the numbers of owners there are no reliable data; general
impression, however, that there has'been a diminution over a considerable period,
Craigie 4957. 4961. 4065-4969—— Suguestion that there should be a combination of
our fiscal 1eturns with the Ordoance Survey, with the object of baving an accurate
return ¢f the nunbers of owners of land in this country, 1b. 4967—— loformation as
to the number of occupiers who faim land in this country which they themselves possesg;

- grounds
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NUMBER OF SMALL HOLDINGS (OwWNERSHIPS AND TENANCIES)—continued.

grounds upon which Wales and Scotland are excluded from the return handed in by
witness, Craigie 4970-4988.

Explanations in regard to the number of cultivators in England only; the general
tendency of late is a slight increase in the number of occupations, Cragie 4994-5036——
Difficulty in distinguishing between small holdings occupied for the purposes of profit
and small villas which are held for pleasure; tendency in regard to the holdings of
land to dispersion rather than to aggromeration, ib. 5016-5026 ——Statement that the
geographical conditions which determine the presence of small holdings are very different
in the various counties, 5. 5027-5036——Explanation that the variation in the propor-

* tions in the different counties in{England is to be ascribed very much to the character of
the soil and to certain other conditions, ?b. 5039, 5040 Tendency where there are
large corn~-growing flat countries to have large holdings, 5. 5039.

Belief that small holdings have diminished in number within the last thirty or forty
years, Dodd 5505-5601 Consgiderable diminution in recent times in the number of
small Jandholders; the main cause of this decrease is the process of consolidation of
farms which has been in operation for many years, Fyffe 5974-5981 -~—Information
generally iri regard to small holdings in several of the agricultural counties of England;
in Hontingdonshire there is sume increase in the number of the smaller kind of farms,
. 5981-6006.

Result of withess' investigations that save in Cumberland and Westmoreland there has
not been any great diminution of small owners in England below fifty acres, Druce
7406-7411——Reference to the Agricultural Returns as showing that since 1875 the
number of holdings under fifty acres has remained about the same, . 7417-7420. 7628,
#62g——Examination to the effect that small ownerships have increased rather than
decreased relatively to the agricultural population, 5. 7502-7520.

Statement submitted by Mr. Jesse Collings showing .the number of holdings of
different classes and the total acreage of each separate class, App. 497.

Paper handed in by Major Craigie, showing for the several yeais 1869-88 the
number of separate assessments recorded under Schedule B. of the Income Tax, and
the number of separate returns received from occupiers of land in the collection of the
Annual Agiicultural Returns of Crops and Live Stock , App. 502. .

Statement showing the number of returns of holdings occupied by their owners, and
the acreage of land so ocenpied, in the several counties and produce districts of England,
Wales, Scotland, and the Channel Islands, App. 503, 504.

See also Azholme, lsle of. Consolidation of Farms. Ounerships or Tenancies.
Supply and Demaud. Yeomen.,

Ol

Overstone, Lord (the late). Objection of the late Lord Overstone to a system of allot-
ments, Lord Wantage 1645, 1646.

Owen, A. C. Humphreys. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witness is Chairman of the County
Council of Montgomeryshire and an owuer of some 6,000 acres «f land of varying
qualities; large number of small holdings on bis property, 4347-4352-

Result of witness’ experience that a rent of about 50l a year would represent the
holding sufficient for a man to live upon n the case of ordinary agricultural land, 4353-
4350. 4409 Belief that in the case of hill land in Wales a holding rented atabout 20l
a year would suffice for subsistence, 4356-4358. 4409—— Various occupations of men
wio have very small holdings under witness, 4359, 4360. 4543-4549- 4641, 4642.

Several important advantages attached by witness to an extension of small holdings ;
great benefit to agricultural labourers and others who take the land, there bemng also a
national advantage, 3361-4370. 4430-4432. 4493, et seg.—— Considerable diminution for
several years, down to a recent period, in the number ot small holdings; several causes
to which due, 437t-4376. 4399, 4400.

Demarnd for small holdings far in excess of the supply ; that is, as tenants rather than
owners, though many would doubtless avail themselves of facilities to purchase, 4377-
4387. 4433. 4493-4506. 4520-4524~—Difficulty in some parts of the country through
small holders not having sufficient horses and machinery ; 1nterchange of help, as a rule,
between neighbouring tenants, 4388-4390 Complaint in some districts of North
Wales as to insecurity of tenure; this does not apply to Montgomeryshire, 4391,
4392.

Series of questions sent by witness to members of the Montgomery Countv Council ;
general effect of the replies that the swmall holders are in a very satisfactory condition
save where they have raised mortgages, 4393-4397- 4560-4565. 4615-4617. 4654 ——
Conflicting views expressed to witness upon the question of convertiag bill land or sheep

313. 4 C walk
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Report, 188g—continued.

Ouwen, A. C. Humphreys, (Anpalysis of his Evidence)}—continued.

walks mto small holdings, as well as upon the question of the size of the holdings, 4401~
4408. 4612, 4613.

Reference to the evidence of Mr. Doyle before the Richmond Commission as not
eorrectly representing the state of things in Wales in the matter of small holdings, 4410~
4413. 4429 Check to paupeiism under a system of small cultivators, 4414——Less
depression in Montgomeryshile among the small cultivators than the larger farmers,
4415, 4416 Special instances of profitable cultivation and production by small holders
in the county; room for large exten<ion in this direction, 4417-442y. 4481~4488. 4493.
o seq.; 4542-4551. 4558, 4559. 4619-4624. 4637-4644.

Conclusion that the Legislature can best intervene in the creation of small holdings by
the grant of public loans, as under the Ashbourne Act, to intending purchasers on as
easy teims as possible, the loans to be repaid over a lengthened period, 4434-4436.
4450-4453. 4671-4685 Consideration of the difficulty as to cottages, &c., and the
question of large owners being helped by means of State loans at a low inteicst t> provide
the buildngs necessary m suh-dividimg their property into small holdings; probable
benefit to them by this process, 4437-4449. 4566-4572. 4579 -4588. 4654 Opinion
tbat intending owners should find a portion of the purchase money, paying the rest by
annual instalments, 4450-4453. 4531-4588. 4671-4685.

Voluntary action contemplated m connection with loans fiom the local authonty to
intending purcbaseis, 4454-1458. 4552 Grounds for taking exception to the Bill of
Mr. Jesse Collings, witness submitting that it is better for small holders to become sctual
owners by payment of annual instalments, instead of the local authonty teceiving a
perpetual quit rent and making a profit for the ratepavers, 4459-4480. 4489 et seg.; 4604~
4611. 4625-4636. 4665-4668. 4671-4685 Increasing tendency of landowners to sell
land in small plots, 4495, 4496. 4503-4506. 4520-4524.

Amicable aiangements between owners and small holders in witness’ district in respect
of buildings and repairs, 4518, 4519. 40645-4652. 4661, 4662——Counsideration of the
objection that under a system ot loans to small owners the land might in course of time
be agam aggregated 1nto large holdings or be sub-let to new occupiers, 4525-4540——
Several causes to which the mrgration of small occupiers in Montgomeryshire to the
towns is due, 4572, 4573.

Expediency of the holdings varying in size from ten to fifty acres, 4574~4578 —
Prospect of building bemng gradually provided by the holders ; objection on this score to
their being relieved fiom payment at once of portion of the purchase-money, 4579-4588.
4663, 4664 Beneficial working 1 North Wales generally of cultivation by small
helders ; great importance of facilities to the-e to uulise portions of mountain or bill-
land in connection with their holdings, 458g9-4603. 4637-4640——Satisfactory social
condition in the hill-side distnicts, 4613, 4614.

Great hardship in some cases where tenants have had to buy the cost of their own
improvements ; expediency of a fair system of compensation for improvements, 4618.
4657, 4658 Strong complant in Montgomeryshire as to the exercise of manorial
rights, 4669, 4670.

Owen, Robert (the late). Disastrous failure in the case of joint cultivation by some forty
or fifty tamilies living in oue large house, as tried about forty years ago by the late
Robert Owen at Harmony Hall, Squarey 3803, 3804.

OwNERSHIPS OR TENANCIES (SMALL HOLDINGS):

Explanation that under witness’ scheme the purchaser paying one-fourth would have
fixity of tenure and be the owner with right of sale so long as he paid a quit-rent, in the
form of interest on the iemamng three-fourths, Collings §57-563. 671-574- 587-595—
Statistics showing the very small amount of land now held by cultivating owners, ib.
644-647.

Importance attached to ownership of small holdings and security of tenure as a great
stimulus to improved cultivation, Collings 657-669. 672, 673 ; Lord Wantage 1705~
1707. 1720-1731 Advantage of ownership as the best means of getting over the
difficulty as to buildings and compensation for improvements, Collings 744, 745- 782.

Tmportance attached to the seuse or feeling of absolute ownership, though the owner
would be Liable in perpetuity to a quit-rent of about 4 per cent. on_three-fourths of the
value of the holdings, Collings 820-824. 833-839 Explanation that witness a_dvocates
the re-cieation of small freeholders, rather than of tenants, the former class having been
displaced by legislation, #b. 844-850——Condition as to the freeholc_i tenant selling to
another cultivator, subject to check on the part of the local authority, . 1564~
1566.

Decided approval of arrangements, if feasible, whereby }lie labowers should become
in time the owners of the land, Holman 2846, 2847——Entire approval of a reasonable
extension
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OwNERSHIPS OR TENANCIES (SMALL HOLDINGS)—continued.

extension of the gystem of sinall freeholds, Squarey 3731, 3732. 3783- 3794-3799. 3867-
3869. 4071-4075. .

Experience of witness that the sense of ownership is not a stimulus to industry -and
that es a rule the little men prefer hiring to buying, Bidwell 5122, 5123 Unfavour-
able opinion generally as to giving occupiers facilities to berome owners; numerous
difficulties in the way of tenauts becoming owners, ib. 5170-5195. 5252-5250. 5262~
5272. 5287-5290. - '

Doubtful advantage of giving tenants special facilities to become small owners of
laud ; grounds for the opinion that small owners are worse than tenants, Beck 5355.
5381-5392. 5396-5400. 5418, 5419. 5436-5440 — Decided preference for a system of
tenancy with wide powers, rather thun for one of ownership with cramped powers;
grounds upon which this opinion is formed, Dodd 5466-5477. 5652-5683. 5724-5727.

Considerable advantage in creating small ownerships as well as small holdings under
a landlord, Fyffe 6159-6162. 6236, 6237——Grounds for the opinion that for # small
man a tenancy is more advantageous than am ownership, Punchard 7076~7081
Belief that tenancies would be more snitable to the people than owneiships, Riglhy 7298,
7299-

Conclusion that instead of a man beng liable to a perpetual quit-rent on three-fouiths
of the purchase-money it would be better for him to become.the absolute owner by pay-
ment of annual instalments, Druce 7463-7468——Aigument that a man with a capital
of 00 1. would do mueh betfer as an oceupier of fifty ucres than if he purchased ten acres,
#b. 7469.

Conclusion that notwithstanding the disadvantages to the quasi owner under Mr.
Jesse Collings’ Bill, as compared with the position of an orhnary tenant, the former
would be quite as well off us the latter, Reid 8612-8640. 5643-8649. 85653-8660
Non-objection tu the principle of the Small Holdings Bill beiog applied to present ten-
ants, except on the ground of 1isk through the investment of public money n such enter-
prises, ib. 8641, 8642.

Opinion that small ownerships of some kind are preferable but that small tenancies
are on the whole more practicable; reasons for the impression that the present time
is a very inauspicious one for the cieation of small ownerships, Sir G. Campbell 8710-
8;12. 8727 8736, 8737 .

See also Inclosures. Local Authorities. Number of Small Holdings, Quit

HNents. State Loans.

Ozfordshire. See Minster Lovell.

P.

Palmerston, Lord. Letter of Lord Palmeiston in 1856 recognising the political necessity
of keeping together large masses of land undivided, Fyffe 600g-6012. 8o23.

Pasture. Advantage if pasture land were uttached to small holdings so that cows might
be kept, Ripley 2326. 2382 Desiiability of theie being a large tract to be held as
commou pasturage in connection with small boldings, Birkett 8896, 8897, 8975 et seq.

See also Cow-gates.

Pauperism. Security against pauperism under the system of allotments and small holdiags
at Epworth (Lincolnshire), Standring 3363-3365 Check to puuperism under a system
of small cultivators, Wimpenny 3453-3355; Owen 4314-—-Better condition of the 1ural
population, and decrease of the poor rates, if small holdings were multiplied, even at
some risk to the local authority, Hughes 4340-4346.

Peasant Proprietors. Almuost total extinction of the former class of peasant proprietors
thiough the nuwmetous inciosures, public and private, in former yeais, Collings 62-g8.
125~134. 862 et seq. 5 1512 ef seq. Denial that the extiuction of peasant proprietors_
and the consolidation of their holdings can be justified even though the productiou of the
land were thereby much increased, . 133-136.

Objettion to the creation of peasant proprietors, 7. Jones 48035, 4806. Doubtful
results from the creation of a peasant proprieta1y, Alezander go58-go70. go76-go78.
9131. 9154.

See also Tuclosures.  Number of Small Holdings. Ouwnerships or Tenancies.

Pell, Albert. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Experience of witness as a fenant farmer in
Noithamptunshire, and as owner and occupier in the Isle of Ely and Leicestershire 3
alsu a8 a poor law guardian and in other capacities, 1163 1169.

Active part taken by witness in the promotion of provident societies, these sometimes
acquinng land and sub-dividing it among small tenants with very satisfactory results
313. 4cC2 generally ;
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Pell, Albert. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

generally ;. instance in tlie case of some land of witness in Leicesteishire which was rented
by a society and sub-let in small holdings, 1169-1182. 1293, 1294. 1345-1367——
Higher rents paid by the small tenants than by large farme:s, 1177-1181.

Particulars 1especting fruit cultivation by tenants of witness and of lus brothers in the
Isle of Ely, and the terms on which the holdings are let; success of the experiment
owing to exceptional advantages, 1183-1198. 1293 —— Necessity of suitable soil for
fivit culture ; failure otherwise, 1194, 1195. 1201, 12¢8-1302.

Informatiou as to the inclosure of the parish of Wilburton in 1847, nearly the whole
of the waste having been divided among the commoners as compensation, 119g—1208.
1442~1450——Continuance of a large number of small ownerships in the Isle of Ely ;
satisfactory condition of these people on the whole, 1209-1218.

Favourable conclusion as to the operation of the Small Farm and Labourers’ Land
Company ; reference especially to an estate of the Company at Cottenham in Cambridge-
shire, 1219-1224. 1236-123g Statement to the effect that in witness’ experience there
is very little demand for small agricultural ownerships, though there is a demand for
small tenancies ; difficulty in the former case through the additional annual payments or
instalments of purchase-money, 1225-1235. 1240, 1241. 1419-1423. 1451-1456.

Approval of increased facilities for the acquisition of small holdings, though com-
pulsory powers should ot be given, 1240-1247. 1317-1322-—— Grounds for strongly
objecting to the County Council or other local authority raising loans out of the rates 1n
order to extend the system of small holdings, 1243.1248 et seg. ; 1303. 131g-1322——
Advantage if local individual societies had some power of obtaining fieehold land for
co-opeiative stores, 1244-1246. 1396, 1397.

Opinion that a small cultivator cannot afford to pay a larger rent per acre than a
large faimer; obstacle to the successful growing of cereals in the former case, 1250~
1255. 12951297 Prohability that in Birmingbam, Leicester, and other towns the
local authority might succeed better than in country districts in the creation of small free-
holds, 1263~1275.

Considerable decrease some twenty years ago in the number of small holdings in
Cambridgeshire, thiough the tenderrcy to consolidation; tendency to smaller faims in
recent yeais, 1276-1281—— Opinion that the system of nclosures did not break up the
small holdiugs, 1281——Approval of alteration in the law as regards settlement and
entail, as facilitating sub-division of land, rather than of direct legislation for the purpose,
1282-1285. 1317—— Apprehension lest continuous ownership by the local authority would
tend to stereotype the use to be made of the land, 1285-1287.

Explanation that witness fully approves of the creation of small holdings by economic
laws aud natural process, as now in operation, but is adverse to compulsory poweis, 128g-
1292. 1317. 1391 et seq. ; 1478-1482——Instance of the cultivation of small holdings or
allotu.ents by men earning wages or otherwise occupied, 1304-1309 Doubt as to the
expediency of labouiing men renting small holdings save at very low rents, 1310.

Reference to the want of pasture near towns and the difficulty in some places as to
supplies of milk, 1311, 1312——Explauation on the subject of roadside pastures, witness
submitting that the people have no rightto turn out cattle on them, 1313-1316
Evideuce of witness 10 the effect that there is no unsatisfied demand for small holdings,
and that compulsoly powers are unnecessary and imexpedient, 1318. 1361 ef seq,—
Instance in the Bixwoith Union (Northampton) of the provision of allotment land for
labourers, without the Allotn.ents Act being needed, 1318, 1399-1407.

Dissent fiom the view that prejudice results to local agricultural labourers in the
Midlands thiough the sub-division of laige farms and the letting of small farms to out-
siders> who work them in ther own families, 1323-1333. 1408-1412——Consideration
ot the proposed power in local authorities to buy land, by means of the rates, and to
advance one-fourth of the purchase-mouey to small holders, receiving a perpetual
quit-tent ; objection mainly on the score of risk to the ratepayers, 1334-1349. 1413 ¢t seq,

Gerat fall in the price of bad land but not of really good land, 1334-1336 Instances
of small holdings, from fifty acres downwaids, some of which bave been worked
successfully and some unsuccessfully ; advantage in cases where the holders can work
also as labourers, &ec., 1351-1371. .

Grounds” for not attaching much importance to milk as an article of food for the
agricultural ¢lasses, though it is an excellent diet for children, 1368-1371. 1471-1476
1490-1493——Belief that the production ot eggs in England is enormous and is rapidly
increasing, 1372———Preference for good butterine or margarine as compared with bad
_butter, 1372, 1373 Incieasing use of English in lieu of Arerican bacon, 1373. 14y6
Immense consumption of foreign articles of food by England, 1374 —— Very superior
eggs produced on small holdings abroad, the climate being much more favourable in
France and Italy tham in England ; very inferior eggs from emall as compared with large
holdings in this country, 1375. 1483-1486.

Evidence
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Pell, Albert. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Evidence as to the varying size of farms in Leicestershire with reference to the question
of labour ; entire approval of as many agricultural labourers as possible being retained on
the land, instead of migrating to the towns, 1376-1390. 1408-1412 Conclusion that
one man and his family could work a farm of sixty acres of grass land, 1379-1384. 1458-
1470 ——Exceptional instances of agricultural labourers being in a position to acquire
small holdings or being wise in doing so, 1409-1411.

Examination upon the question whether there has not been a great diminution of small
bholdings in England as the result of public and private inclosures in former years, 1424~
1441——Decided approval of the trausfer of land being cheapened in the interest of
owners as well as purchasers, 1455-1457——Various attractions by which young men are
induced to leave the country for the towns, 1477.

Inexpediency of any direct legislation for retaining agricultural labourers in the country,
though witness is very desirous that they should remain on the land, 1477-1482. 1497~
1501 Preparation and quality of English as compared with foreizn butter, 1487
1489——=Special soil required for the cultivation of strawberries and other fruit, as well
as for cowslipe, violets, &c., 1404, 1495.

Necessity of good land for profitable cultivation by emall holders, 1502, 1503
Varying size of agricultural boldings, the larger tenants or freeholders not passing
through the period of depression nearly so well as those’ cultivating about 100 acres,
1504-1511.

Pentrasse Moor Estate ( Cornwall). Illustration in the case of Pentiasse Moor Estate of
the great impetus given to the productiveness of land by small cultivators, Collings 662—
665.

Perthshire. See Crofters. Scotland.

Porter, Alfred De Bock., (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witness is Secretary and Financial
Adviser to the Ecclesiastical Commussioners, 2669, 2670.

Explanation of the circumstances and conditions under which the Commissioners have
sold about 10,000 acres of land to the occupying tenants; payment at once of 15 per
cent, of the purchase-mouney, the remainder being paid, with interest, in annual instal-
ments over t}urty years, 2672-26805. 2711 ef seq.; 2767-2778 Sale in the first instance
of a large estate in Wales, where the buildings required a considerable outlay, twenty-
eight years’ purchase having been obtained, 2672-2675. 2686. 2759-2766. 2772~2778.

Number of tenants of different classes as regards the size of their holdings to whom the
10,000 acres have been eold ; fifty-two cases of more than fifty acres, 2681-2683. 268g,
26G0—— I’unctual payment of the annual instalments ; several instances of full payment
in advance, 2684, 2685. 2717-2724.

Probability of further sales in course of time ; modes of re-investment of the proceeds,
2687, 2688, 2691, 2692——Very large acreage which has passed out of mortmawm through
the medium of the Commissioners, 2693, 2694.

rd

Sale of about 28,900 acres of glebe lands by the Comuissioners (for 2,000,000 L),
chiefly to adjacent landowners; sales also through the Land Commission, 2695, 2696.
2753-2758. 2767—— Correction of cextain evidence as to the total area of glebe lands and
the estimated value, 2697 Very uneven distribution of the glebe lands ; large number
under fifty acres, 26y8. 275-32752—— Approval of their sale to the local authorities, for
the creation of small holdings; that is, on fair and adequate terms, 269g-2706——More
frequent disturbance of glebe tenants than of ordinary tenants, 2707-2710.

Power of the purchasers from the Commissioners to sub-let or sub-divide their boldings,
2736-2748——Explanation that in selling estates the Commissioners have nothing to do
with the creation of small holdings, 2749—— Statement on the question of tenants being
given the option to purchase, betore sale to outsiders, 2767-2772.

Dufficulty, on the score of buildings and dilapidations, in the way of incumbeats letting
their glebe in allounents or small holdings, 277y-2784——Full powers of the Commis-
sioners in dealing with their Jands; they have not tried the experiment of permanent
letting on the feu system, 2784-2787 Full powers also in dealing with tithes and
with their redemption, 2788-2795.

Potatoes. Potatoes grown in the whole of France to the amount of three tons per acre
as compared with 63 tons in the whole of England, Craigie 5081 Statement
that potatoes can be brought from Belgium to Manchester for 14 s. a ton, whilst on
account of the expense of railway rates it costs 16s. 6d. to bring them from Lincoln-
shire, ib. 5089.—— See also Production, Profits.

313. 4¢3 Poultry.
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Poultry. Specially large production of poultry, eggs, butter, and cheese on small holdings,
Collings 669 Advantage if reliable returns could be obtained as regards poultry,
ib. 825-827~—— Infinitely better production on small than on large farms, Lord Wantage
1869--—~Exceptional instances of profitable poultry farming on a large scale, Sguarey
4062 -4065.~—— See al~o Egys. Imports. )

Prices. Prices realised for several articles of English and foreign produce, 1espectively ;
much higher piice in the former case, App. 507.

Primogenitwre. See Settlement, §e.

b
PrRopuc110N (SMALL HOLDINGS):

Grounds for the contention that the production generally on large farms is mnot greater
relauvely than on small holdings, below fifty-acres ; that 1s, taking into consideration
not only corn but vegetables, poultry, eggs, &c., Collings 136-160——Evidence in detail
to the effect that the total productiveness per acre is greater in the case of small thah of
large holdings, . 656-671 Exception taken to tbe conclusion that more corn 18

* grown per acre on large than on small faims, ib. 670, 671.

Opinion that until 1ecently there was a process going on of aggregating farms and mak-
ing large tenancies fiom small ones ; belief that a larger produce may be expected, in
proportion, from small than from large holdings, Arnold 341-352. 357-369. 435-437.
453 454- 459, 460. 473-477. 535-537- 543-551~———=Slatement that 1f the produce of
peasant farms couid be taken by iself in Fiance and Germany it would no doubt show
an aveiage production per acre at least equal to that of England ; general inaccuracy of
the Agriculiural Returns as regards the statistics of the produce of foreign countries, ib.
415-420. 461-478-480. 512, 513. 538-541. 547-551

Opimien that a small cultivator will produce twice as much per acre on his own land
as a large farmer produces, Lord Wantage 1741, 1742, 1773-1585 Equally gnod
quabity of the produce of small as of large farms, 5. 1868-1870—— Advantage to the

. Siate as well us to the rural classes 1 these being retained 1n the country and in produc-
tion bemg thereby increased, Ripley 2450-2452.

Particulars of seveial instances of men who have been very successful in working
aliotments and small holdings, and have gradually increased the acreage under cultiva-
tion ; large piuduction in some of these cases as compared with that of adjacent farms,
Holman 2832-284%. 2849 el seq. ; 2992-2996. 3032-3039. 3070-3088 Information
with further reference to the large production on small holdings and the mode of culti-
vation, ¢b, 3109-3122. 3139~3148.

Eviderce to the effect that as regards cereals and rvot ciop the relative production
is much greater on large farms than on small holdings, whilst in the latter case the pro-
duction i~ greater and more profitable a« regards poultry, pigs, and vegetables, Squareﬁ

3760-3779. 2889-39v1, 4062~-4066—— Better and larger production per acre on sma
than on large farms, Hughes 4163-4167.

Information as to the amount of production on small holdings in England as compared
with larger ones ; increasing amount of stock on the large farms, whilst on the other
hand stocks are decreasing on small farms, Craigie 5078-5080—— Belief that a large
inciease n the number of cultivating holders would tend to supplying more laigely the
small articles of food, Beck 5448-5452 Counclusion that the encumstances of sodial
hfe in England aie 1emaikably favourable to the existence of small holdin:s; ascertion
that if the land be not suitable for one commodity it will be for another, for which there
will be a certain maiket, Fyffe 6063.

Statistics as to the yield peracre of wheat, bailey, and potatoes in the United Kingdom
and 1n several foreign countnes, Druce 7474-7479—— Result of witness’ inquines that
the small faims employ a larger number, ot labouiers per acie, but pioduce less thau the
large farms, . 7490,:7491. 78807884 Lxamination a~ to witness’ grounds for the
conclusion that the cultivation and production are better on large than on small farms,
¢b. 7816-7829. 7854 ef seq.

Statement m paper submitted by Mr. Sampson Morgan as to the great advantage of
small over large holdings on the score of productiveness, App. 507.

See alvo Cultivation. Dairy Farms.  Eggs.  Fruit.  Imports.  Lahour.
Markets, Milk, Profits. Stock.

PROFITS (SMALL HOLDINGS):

Evidence in support of the conclusion that men can profitably cultivate sinall holdings,
as distinct fiom allotments, whilst engaged also in other occupations or trades, Collings
730-742. 776 Larger retutns and profits to be made by cultivating owners than by
crdinaiy tenants subject to notice, ib. 832-836. 840-843 Arguunient that not «nly 18
the production Lut the profit also greater per acre or small than on large holdings, 5. g20-
030. 959, 96 Opimon that a man and his family could do aell upon a holding of
twenty-five acres, arable and grass, 5. 1593, 1594.

Instances
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Instances of small holdings from fifty acres ¢ ownwards, some of which have been worked
succesfully aud some unsuccessfully ; advantage in cases when, the holders can work also
as labourers, &e., Pell 1351-1371—— More profitable result from ~mall than from large
holdinge, Lord Wantage 1778-1785. 1834. 1879, 1880. 1884, 1885. 1930-1949——
Instance of a family haviug gradually progressed from a holding of two and a-halt «cres
to % total holding of forty-eight and three-quarter acres, Holman 2867-2870. 3032~
3030-

Occupation by witness of n farm of about seven acres of grass land at Delamere
(Cherhire) ; he commenced with four acres and a cow and now bas four cows and owns
about two and a-hulf acres for which be paid g440l, having borrowed some of the
purchase-money, Wimpenny 3366-3392. 3410-3416. 3486-3488. 3501——Satisfactory
resulfs in witness’ case, he being much better off than if he had continued an agricultural
labourer ; success also of the majority of the small holders in the distiict, 5. 3383-3395.
3417-3436. 3470-3478. 3486-3945.

Calculations as to the results to be produced Ly holders of twenty acres, and of larger
and smaller aieas after payments for rent, manure, and uther expenses; contention that
with twenty or twenty-five acres a very good income may be derived, Gibbons 3558-3567.
3595, 3596. 3617-3625. 3673-3685 — Considerable number of small holdings on Lord
Bath’s estates in Somersetshire and Wiltshire ; varying size of these and character of the
cultivation, the rents being very well paid, Squarey 3762. 3772. 3984-3993. 4008=
4o010.

Conclusion tbat small boldings are venerally more profitable than large farms; in
Lincolnshire the land is taken up directly by the small men, Beck 5367-5375
Statement to the effect that the larger farmers are not as prosperous asthe small holders in
the rame degtee, Joknson 6889-6895 ——Argument that business geverally, including
butter making and fruit growing, is better and more profitably conducted on large than
on small farms, Druce 7529-7534- .

Paper banded in by Mr. Humphreys-Owen showing the income and expenditure in
the case of two small holdings ; profit shown on each holding, App. 500.

See also Dairy Farms. Eggs. France. Fruit, Imports. Markets.
Milk.  Poultry. Production. Small Farm and Labourers’ Company.

Provident Societies. Active part taken by witness iu the promotion of provident societies,
these sometimes acquiring Iand and sub-dividing it among small tenants with very satis-
factory results generally ; instance in the case of some land of witness in Leicester-
shue which wus rented by a society and sub-let in small holdings, Pefl 1169-1182.
1293, 1294. 1345-1367.

Prussia. Details respecting the land legislation of Prussia and its very salutary
operation in rooting the peasantiy on the soil ; strong opposition on the patt of the land-
lord class, but without effect, Collings 176-185. 18g——Reference to the foregoing
legislation as not being now applicable to this countiy, where the object in view 1s to
re-create a class rather than to establish one which only partially exists, . 183-189.

Public Land. Enumeration of the various authorities holding public land, the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners coming first with about 500,000 acres, and the Crown next with about

70,000 acres, Arnold 232-2;34.

Explanation in support of a statement thai the State has an absolute property in land
which cannot be parted with, Arnold 426-434. 542-544. -

See also Nationalisation of the Land.

Punchard, Frederick, (Anagsis of his Ewvidence.)—Witness, who is a land agent and
surveyor, is agent for the Underley Estates in Westmoreland, belonging to the Earl of
Bective; experience of witness also on estates in the Midlands and in the Eastern
Counties, 6921-6924. :

Evidence showing that there has been during the past 100 yeais a considerable falling
off in the number of small holdings in Westmoieland, together with a consolidation of
farms; reasons for this reduction in the number of owners, and for the consequent decrease
in the sub-division of the land, 6528-6937.6952, 6953. 6985-7007. 7003, 7004. 7221
Belief that thie consolidation of small farms under one owner has benefited agriculture
geverally ; large capital available for the impiovement of the land when held by large
owners, this not applying in the case of small owners, 6938-6940. 6986. 6993, G996.
7196-7200——Absence of difficulty,in Westmoreland in letting large farms when they
fall vacant, 6g42. .

Examination as to the general character of the farms and holdings in Westmorelacd ;
laige extent to which farms which were formerly arable have now become wainly pasture,
6943-6967. 6978-6980. 6985-6996. 7095-7101. 7118-7123. 7120-7133. 7184-7189.
7218-7221 Absorption ot small holdings in the county entirely attnbutab?e to
economic causes, and not to legslation, 6964, 6963.

313. 4C4 Large
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Punchard, Frederick. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued,

Large expenditure by Lord Bective on additional improvements during the past
twenty-four years; calculation that one per cent. represents the interest on the original
outlay received in the present rental, 6967-6977. 6981-6984. 7162-7165. 7201-7204
Reduction of rent on Lord Bective’s estate to the extent of from 10 to 15 per cent.
during the last fifteen years, 6972, 6973——Statement that the Sanitary Acts have added
very considerably to the landlord’s expenditure on improvements, 6981. 7140.

Decided opinion that both the occupiers of the land themselves and the locel trade
generally of the district are benefited by the system of throwing farms together, 6985-
6994 —— Reduction in the population of the district in consequence of the amalgamation
of holdings; admission that so far as this depopulation is concerned the rural trade is
affected, 6988-6996. 7135-7142.

Doubtful opmion as to whether the present system of settlement preventslarger quantities
of land coming into the maiket, 7002-7007-——Desirability, upon social and political
%rounds, that there should be a large number of landholders dotted about the country;

elief that the large landowners would themselves be only too glad to see an increase of
small holdings, 7008-7012. 701g.

Questionable expediency of introducing legislation for the purpose of re-creating small
ownerships where they have disappeared ; contention that the matter must be settled by
the laws of supply und demand, 7013-7017. 7071, 7072. 7092. 7102 ——Opinion that
the fact of small holdings frequently changing hands is no reason against affording
facilities to obtain them, 7020, 7021.

Preference for the system of the Ashbourne Act to any other scheme for increasing
small holdings ; explanation that, under this Act, tenants would in the course of time
become absolute owners free from any authoiity, 7022-7037. 7044. 7057. 7061, 7062.
7070, 7103, 7104. 7143-7148. 7247. 7257, 7258. 7262——Objection to the Small
Holdings Bill for the reason that the local authority would restrict sub-division and
also that the holders do not become absolute owners, 7022-7027. 7036, 7037. 7256-
7161,

Conclusions as to the inexpediency of giving local authorities power to advance money
for the purpose of gieating small holdings ; belief that the ténants would prefer to have
thew present landloids rather than the local authorities as landlords, 7038-7068. 7103-
7106, 7167-7173. 7183. 7248-7270——Considerable difficulties in regard to extending
the powers of the Allotment Act; seiious question in regard to buildings if the size of
allotments were increased fiom one to five acres, as has been proposed, 7039-7041.
7111-7117. 7180, 7181——Unsatisfactory condition of glebe lands in cousequence of
the absence of capital for the purpose of improvements, 7074. 7075.

Grounds for the opinion that for a small man a tenancy is more advantageous than an
ownership, 7076-7081 Statement that in Westmoreland the small holders, on the
whole, do as well as the larger farmers ; exceptional cases, however, where small farms
are as productive as large omes, 7081%-7083. 7124~7128. 7271 Instances in which
small, farms are held as adjuncts to other employments, 7086-70g1.

Proposal that the necessary funds should be issued by the State to the landowners to
enable them, without the intervention of the local authorities, to give the required facilities
for sub-dividing the land, 7149-7152. 7182, 7240-7246.

Information as to the 1ents paid per acre for farms in Westmoreland, 7153-7158. 7274~
7278——DBelief that the law of piimogeniture has had more to do than settlement with
keeping land undwvided, 7159-7161——Unprofitable character of sewage farms in
consequence of the cost of production, 7175-7177. .

Efforts made by Lord Bective to let pasture as Cow-gates; failure of this system in
consequence of the difficulties in regard to the want of separate buildings for the cattle,
7178, 7179. 7205-7209——Statement that dairy faims in Westmoreland are more

rofitable mm the case of large than of small holdings, 7190-7195. j210-7217——
%xammation in 1egaid to witness’ opinions upon certain evidence which was given before
the Royal Commissioners of 1867 and 1882 ; 7222-7239.

Purchase Money. Effect of witness’ scheme that on payment of one-fourth of the purchase
money the small holder would become the practical owner, subject to perpetual pay-
ment of a quit-rent on the remaining three-fourths, Collings 553 et seq. Several
advantages in the freeholder paying only a fourth of the purchase money and being
subject to a perpetual quit-rent, instead of having the option to complete the purchase
at any lime ; great advantage in capital not being withdrawn fiom the land, ib. 566-583.
1545-1547. 1622-1629. !

Appioval of purchasers of small holdings being required to find one-fourth of the
purchase money ; difficulty doubtless in the case of agricultural labourers, Hughes 4169-
4189. 4204~4306——Grounds for the opinion that intendmy owners should find a
portion of the purchase money, paying the rest by annual instalments, Owen 4450-4453-

489 et seq.; 4581-4588. 4671-4685.
4 zs 4 487 »4 Considerable
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Report, 1889—continued.

Purchase- Money—continued.

Considerable difficulty in regurd to the purchase-money ; disapproval of the purchaser
finding » portion of the money and having to borrow the remainder, thus incurrine a
debt which will wergh heawily upon him from the first, ¥y ffe 6074, 6075. 6078—6080—5—-—
Suggestion that Mr. Collings’ Bill should be supplemented by a provision to allow a
central authority tolend wmoney for the purchase of 1solated tenancies, 5. 6200.

Strong view that facihties should be afforded to the people to enable them to obtan
their own holdings; the prineipal facility required is that money should be obtain-
able at an easy percentave in order to purchase‘l«md and create buildings, Luttleton 6419~
6435. 6444-6446. 6460-6462.

Explanation in much detail of witness’ views as to the manner in which the puichaser
should repay the money in order 10 become the absolute owner of the land ; reasons
why the interest should be as low as possible, G. Jones 9532-9343. 9561-9564. 9573~
9605. gbzu-96245.

" Seealso Ashbourne Act. Buildings. Cupital.  Local Authorities. ' Quit
Rent. State Loans.

QuIT-RENT :

Proposal that only one-fourth of the purchase-money be provided by the puichaser,
‘and that he should pay in perpetuity to the local authority, interest on the remaining
three-fourths at the rate of one per cent mere than the latter can borrow it for from the
State, Collings 553-565 Advantages claimed for witness' scheme as compared with
purchase out and out by the holder by annual instalments ; chiefadvantages in capital
not being withdrawn from the cultivation of the land and in there being a check upon
sub-letting and sub-division, b, 566-583. 1545-1547. 1622-1629 —Improbabilty of
such a fall on the value of the holdings that the tenants would have to pay a rack rent,
ib. 573-578.

Examination upon the question whether under witness’ scheme the interest or quit-
rentin addition 10 one-fourth of the pusrchase-money would not represent a far heavier
charge than the rent now paid, and thus render the scheme inoperative; dissent from
this view on the ground of the great value attached to ownership and security of
tenure, Collings 608-629g——Dissent also from certain calculations purporting to show
that the small cultivator would have to pay about sixty per cent. more rent in order to
obtain security of tenure 5. 619-629.

Fixed quit-rent to be paid under witness’ scheme without any reduction in bad times,

Collings 1145-1147—Respect in which small holders paying a quit-rent of about. four

er cent on three-fourths of the value would be better off than freeholdeis paying
interest on money in the open market, 5. 1577-1588. 1622-1629.

Question whether the system of a perpetual quit-rent would be satisfactory to small
holders, Lord Wantage 1972-1976——Disadvantages of a system whereby holders
might horrow three-fourths of the purchase-money, being thus tied to the spot; belief
that the bulk of the small farmers would prefer to be tenants than buy under such con-
ditious, Standring 3240-3243.

Ghounds for taking exception to the Bill of Mr. Jesse Collings, witness submutting that
it is better for small holders to become actual owners by payment of annual instalments
instead of the local authority receiving a perpetual quit-rent and making a profit for the
ratepayers, Owen 4459-4480.4489 et seq. 4493, 4496. 4503-4506. 4520-4524. 4604-
4611, 4625-4636. 4665-4668. 4671-4685.

Explanation in detail of witness’ objections to Mr. Collings’ Bill for creating small
ownerships ; argument that it would fret the so-called owner to find that he was not
a real owner as there would always remain three-fourths of the purchase-money unpaid,
Dodd 5467-5479- 5484-5486. £652. 5662-5669, 5750-5763.

Decided opinion that the loeal authority should bave in the case of letting land on
lease some moie tangible security than the mere possession of the land; suggestion that
one-filth of the value should be paid down and the remainder paid in the shape of a quit-
rent, Fyffe 6087. 60g7-6126. 6172-6194. 6218-6232. 6241, 6242 Grounds for con-
sidering that a perpetual quit-rent should not be looked at in the light of a special tax
on a particular industry, #. 6113-6119——Important fact that the perpetual quit-rent
would prove a perpetual source of revenue to the local aithority, and so juctify that body
in carrying out the pioposed system, ib. 6125, 6126.

313. 4 D . Similarity
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Report, 188g9—continued.

QuiT-RENT—continued.

Similarity between proposals made by witness and the provisions contained; in Mr.
Collingg’ Bill; the principal difference being that Mr. Collings provides that the quit-
rent should permanently remain at thiee-fourths, whereas witness proposes that it should
be reduced to two-fifths, Fyffe 6195-6197——Disapproval of the small holder being
empowered to 1edeem the perpetual quit-rent; expediency also of enforcing proviston
against sub-letting or sub-dividing, which would result from redemption of the quit-
rent, tb. 6321 6332.

Objection to the Small Holdings Bill for the reason that the local authority would
resthct sab-division, and also that the holders would never become absolute owners,
Punchard 7022-7027. 7036, 7037. 7256-7261 Evidence in favour of a scheme under
which a man would get his land in forty-nine years, minu~ a quit-rent of 5 s, per acre,
payable to the local authority for ever, Haldane 8159-8165. 8194-8196. 8199-8206
Explauation that although 1t is desued that the pea~antry should become perpetual
owners yet they should stll pay a small rent to the local authority, Duncan 9432-
9447.

See also Local Authorities. Ownerships or Tenancies.

R.

Railway Rates. Prejudicial effect of preferential railway irates as regards home pio-
duction, Collings 1041-1043.

Rates. See Local Authorities, Quit-Rent.

Re-appointment of Committee. The Committee being unable to make a full Report in the
present Session recommend that a Commuttee on the same subject should be appointed
1n the next Session, Rep. i,

Registration of Land and Title. Desirability of the local authority being made the regis-
terng authority, provided that strict uniformity in regard to the tiansfer of land be
secured ; important bearing of the que-tion of registration of title upon the subject of
small holdings, Arnold 289-296.

Strong advocacy of a simplified system of registration and transfer of land as facilita-
ting the creation of small holdings; great advantages on this score of the systemin
Australia as set forth by Sir Robert Torrens, Collings 674-678——View of 8ir Robert
Toirens that the foregoing system could be ntroduced still more easily in this country,
b, 679.

Valuable facilities 1 the transfer of land under a system of registration, Squarey

3744-37406 Approval of the proposal that there should be an extended system of
compulsory 1egistration of land, Craigie 4¢67.

Belief that the Ordnance Survey Map would 1emove some of the difficulties as

regards identifications that stand in the way of registration of land, Birkett 8927-8930

Reasons for witness’ objections to the system of registration in the Small Holdings
Bill, especially as regasds the expense mvolved, G. Jones 9506-9510. 9515-9522.

Reid, R. T., Q.c. (Member of the House.) {(Analysis of his Eiidence.)—Statement
that witness and Mr. Dodd drafted the Allotments and Swall Holdings Bill, which has
been spht n two, and the small holdings poition re-intioduced last year, 8553~
8556.

Proposal that the distiict councils when established, instead of the sanitary authorities,
shall be made the authority under the Bill, 8557, 8558 Object of the Bill to enable
local anthonties to facihitate the establishment of smali holdings of from one to forty or
fifty acres ; reasons why the interposition of a local authority is considered necessary,
8559-8561. 8661-8667 Provision in the Bill by which the local authority will, in
the long 1un, make a profit out of the transaction; power of the local authority tu

1esume possession of the holdings if the jand be i1equired for public puwiposes, 8562~
8575-

Grounds for the opinion that a lar%z extension of the Allotments Act to small hold-
ings would not b= so satisfactory as Mr. Jesse Collings’ ptoposal, especially in view of
the danger of pressure being brooght to bear on the local authority by its tenants, as
constituents, "8576-8588. 8667-8h71—— Restrictions mmposed upon small holders as
regards mortgaging. &c., by Mr. Jesse Collings* Bill; opinion that under that Bill the
transfer of land can be accomplished without much legal.expense, which is a very im-
portant advantage, 8580-8594. 8676, 8677——Suggestions for the improvement of the
present system of compulsory purchase under the Land Clauses Act, which, 10 witness’
opimion, gives every advantage to the landowner, 8595-8598.

Desirability
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Reid, R. T., Q.. (Member of the House.) (Analysia of bis Evidence)—continued,

Desirability of power being given to the local authority to piovide .the necessary
buildings in certamn deserving cases; strong objection, however, to the State giving
facilities, in the shaie of a large loan, for the acquisition of land, buildings, &c., to
persons who are absolutely impecunious, 8599-8611——Conclusion that notwith-
standing the disadvantages to the guasi owner under Mr., Collings’ Bill, as compared
with the position of au ordinary tenant, the former would be quife as well off as the
latter, 8612-8640. 8643-8649. 8653-8660. 8672 et seq.

Non-objection to the principle of the: Small Holdings Bill beng applied to present
tenants, except on the ground of the investment of public money in such enterpiises,
8641, 8642 —Belief that in addition to giving advantages to those ulready able to pay
the 1equired proportion to become small holders, the Bill would open vp a new career
to the nising generation in rural districts, 8650-8652, 8672-5675——Opmion that the
compulsory power to obtain Jand is a very valuable poriion of the Bill, 8661-8664.

RENTS:

Grounds for the conclusion that mot only in England, but in Holland and Belgium,
the rents of small holdings are higher than those of large holdings, Collings 652-655.
661 High rent charged for some small holding» as compared with the payment pro-
posed to be made in the form of qujt-rent, . 830, 831.

Hicher 1ents paid by the small tenants than by large farmers, Pell 1177-1181
Opinion that a small eunltivator cannot afford te pay a iarger rent per acre than a large
farmer ; obstacle to the successful growing of cereals in the former ease, ib, 1250-1255.
1295-12G7 —— Expediency of the rents being so modified that the occupiers can get a
Living out of their holdings, Ripley 2547-2549.

Explanation respecting the higher rents obtained for small than for large holdings
about Delamere ; much-greater demand for the former, Wimpenny 3376-3382. 3306~
£53400. 3423-3428. 3437~3442. 3461-3469. 3479-3485 Result of witness’ professional
experience in various parts of England that small holders, as a rule, pay their rents better
thau large holders, and do not require so much expenditure on baildings and improve-
ments; much higher rents per acre in the foimer case, Squarey 3758, 3759. 3780-3783.
3939-3944. 4016——Decided opinion that small holdings are the most profitable to the
laudlord, Smith 6357, 6358.

Rents slightly higher on the small hojdings near Claydon than on the larger farms,
Robertsun 6553-6535 Considerably higher rent paid by the smaller holders at Leng
Sutton than by the big farmers, Joknson 6651, 6652.

Consideration of the returns as to the sizes and rents of farms and other heldinzs n
Derbyshire and- elsewhere, with reference to the lngher rental per acre of the smaller
holdings, Druce 7689-7707-——General impression that land let in allotments, or in
very small holdings, brings in a higher rent than land let to large farmers, Sir H. Longley
8777-8783. 8789 Experience of witness m Scotland that wherever large farms
prevail the rents have diminished very much, but that there has been no diminution in
the rent of the small farms in Aberdeenshiie, Alezander g127-g9130.

Ses also Quit-Rent. Supply and Demand.

Rent-charge ( Quit-Rent). Advocacy of a system of small holdings, subject to a rent-charge,
Ripley 2337-2339. 2385. 2569-2585. 2606, 2607.——See also Quit-Rent,

Rigby, Thomas. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Witness farms about 109 actes at Sutton
VVZaver, in Cheshire, 7279, 7280.

Infurmation generally with 1eference to the number and character of small holdings n
the district; approval of increasing the number it they can be made profitable, 7281-
7295, 7325-733¢ —— Expediency of further legislative facilities for the purpose of in-
creaving the number of small holdings, 7296, 2797.

Suggestions as to the system best adapted for affording facilities for the purchase of
the holdings; opinivn that it would be inexpedient that the local authorities should lend
the whole of the purchase-money, 7298-7320——Belief that tenancies would be more
suitable ta the people than ownerships, 7298, 7299 ——Statement than in Cheshire the
pasture is of the same value as the arable land, 7329-7334. :

Ripley, The Rev. Horace Charles, M.4. (Aualysis of his Evidence.) —Witness is Vicar.of
f’lineler Lovell, Oxfordshire ; siiuation in ths parish of the estate bought by Fergus
Q’Convor in 1847 for the creation of small holding<, 22353-2245. 2241, 2242.

Total of about 252 ucies in the parish iet out 1n eighty small holdings, varying from
two tu lour ncres each, there being thiiteen meu whao occupy more than one holding,
2235-2240~——Information as to the oiiginal cost of the estate and the heavy tithe upon
it, the arrancements made by-the National Land Company for its divisiva iuto small
holdings and the erection of buldings, nad the terms upon which let, 2241-2252 ——
Explanation respecting the eventual fallure of the Land Company aud the purchase of
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Report, 188g—continued.

Ripley, The Rev. Horace Charles, M.A. ( Analysis of his Evidence)}—continued.

the estate by different owners ; entire change also in the class of occupiers, 2253-2267.
2598 -2600.

Considerable rate of payment per acre by those of the present holders who have not
become freeholders; very Ingh 1ent-charge upon the land, over and above the ient,
2268-2280. 2288-2290. 2502-2565, 2519-2529——Adruntage of the system of rent-
charge in so far as it operates 1n preventing eviction ; t!xree jxﬂ'erept classes of holders,
2281-22g0. 2566-2583 Larze deciease in the selling value of’ the holdings; local
demand for them, thirty having been purchased by twenty-one of the occupers, 2291~
2295. 2327. 2578-2580.

Evidence to the effect that the small holders aie doing fairly well, and far better than
the large farmeis; paiticulais hereon as to the chaiacter of the soil, mode of cultivation,
and produce raised, 2293.et seq. 2471, 2472. 2557—Importance of the prodl_xcuon of
potatoes and the keeping of pigs as the chief items which make the small holdings pay,
2289, 2290. 2302, 2303. 2325. 2472. 2505-2513. 2557 Extraneous employment, ot
other souices of income, in the case of almost all the small holders; their efficiency in
d:fferent employwments, 2311-2323. 2353-2355. 2363. 2515. 2009.—— Obstacles to pro-
fitable fiuit-growing by the small holders, 2324. 2443-2446. 2463-2467.

Advantage if pasture-land were attached to the small holdings, so that cows might be
kept, 2326. 2382-— Expediency of separate holdings being from ten to forty or filty
acies 1n extent, 1t being impossible tor a man to support himself and fainily on four acres;
instances of success where more than ten acres are held, 2327-2333. 2380-2382. 2386-
2396. 2423 Exceedingly sober and well-conducted character of the small holders in
witness’ parsh ; several respects in which superior to ordinary agericultural labourers,
whilst they very i1aiely become paupeis, 2334-2336. 2425-2433. 2475-2489. 2545.
2004, 2605.

Advocacy of a system of small holdings, subject to a rent-charge, 23:37-2339. 2385.
2569-2585. 2606, 2607——Very httle capital of the small holders in witness’ pasish;
mottgages raised on many of the buildings, 2340-2352. 2513, 2514—— Consideralle dis-
tance of the holdings frcm good markets, 2369, 2361. 2443. 2443. 2474. 2550-2552.

Beneficial operation of small boldings in Minster Lovell in preventing pauperi>m,
though the population 1s largely increased, 2362-2364. 2376-2378 Increased produc-
tion of the small holdings by 1enson of the care and labour in their cultivation ; estimate
of 7 1. 10s. as the value of the anuual pioduce per acre, 2365-2375. 2530-2546 —Im-
poitant advantage of small holdings in the employment of men during their spare time,
2379. ‘

Inexpediency of ton many small holdings in the same locality, though in every parish
there should be factlities for agiicultuial labourers and others to obtain them to a limited
extent, 2383, 2384. 2516-2518 Veiy small wages of agricultural labourers, so that at
present there 1s nothing before them in old age but the workhouse; great boon if some
of these could cultivate small holdings, 2383, 2384. 2401, 2402. 2434-2437. 2468-2470.
2487-2497. 2503, 2504.

Evidence in approval generally of facilites for the purchase of small ateas and the
provision of the necessaiy buildings, by means of Government advances, to be repaid
over a lengthened period, 2397, 2398. 2408-2412. 2416——Advantages of the plan
proposed by Mr. Jesse Collings for the cteation of small holdings through the local
authorities, the occupiers having security of tenure upon payment of vne-fourth of the
puichase-money, and Leing hable for interest on the remaining thiee-fouiths, 23g99-2407.

Exorbitant rents apprehended 1if there were a great number of small owners with full
powers as to sub-letting ; 1estiiction required on this point, 2412-2418, 2586 —Con-
clusion as to the necessity of legislation, the landlords generally not being favourable to
the creation of small holdings, 2419-2422. 2438; 2439—— Sugyestions as to the provi-
sion of buildings ; advantage on the score of repairs where the occupiers arc owness,
24242430, 2440-2442. 2456-2462. 2558-2561.

Gradual way m which many men work up fiom small allotments 10 larger holdings ;
difficulty on the score of buildings where the plots are small, 2434-2442 —Excellent
school attendance of the children of small holders in Minster Lovell, 2447-2449 ——
Advantage to the State as well as to the ruial classes in these being retained 1n the
country, and in production being thereby incieased, 2450-2452 Sovurces whence
fodder is provided for the horses of the small holdeis in Minster Lovell, theie being no
common lands or pasture available, 2453-2455.

Advantage 10 a man holding ten acres (more or less) and devoting all his time to it,
mnstead of working as a labourer and caltivating an acre or so in s spate ume;
approval also of the latter course, according to the locality, 2498-2504. 2530-2545.
2587. 260g, 2610 Expediency of the rents being so modified that the occupiers can
get a hving out of their holdings; adoption of this prineipls by witness, 2547-2549
Several disadvantages under which the system of small holdings labours in the case of
Minste: Lovell, 2550-2557. 2598-2600.

Sufficient
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Ripley, The Rev. Horace Charles, M.4. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Sufficient security of local autborities under a rent-charge system, 2569-2585. 2606,
2607—— Conclusion that a percentage, though a swall one, of rural and viliage popula~
tions would find means to acquire small holdings, if aided thereto by the local authorities,
2587-2593 — Incentive to thuft under the scheme propused by Mr. Jesse Collings,
2590-2593

Great advantage if technical agricultural education were given in the rural schools,
2594~2597 — Statement as 10 the holdings in Minster Lovell not having been sub-
divided, 2601-2603. 2608.

Roadside Pastures. Explanation on the subject of roadside pastures, witness submitting
that the people huve no right to turn out cattle on them, Pell 1313-1316——Approval
of placinz the roadsides under the district council, giving them power to decide as to
the pasturage of animals, &ec., Dodd 5594. 5602-3608. 5724-5727.

Robeytson, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Is an estate agent at Claydon, near
Winslow (Bucks); foimer experience as agent in Scotland, 6527-6530. 6580-6582.
6611,

Evidence as to the satisfactory position beld by the small holders of land at Claydon ;
strong opinion in favow of the cieation of small holdings generally, 6530-6579. 6603-
6606. 6626~6682. 6683-66g1——-Rents slightly higher on the small holdings than on
the luiger farms, 6533-6535. .

General desire at Claydon for tenancies rather than ownerships; preference for
tenancies accounted for by the difficulty of obtaiming capital for stocking and cropping
the fasm in addnion to purchasing it, 6540-6544-——Suggestion that the lucal authorities
should be empowered to take land for the purpose of providing smali holdings ; approval
also, if' it were poseible, that the local authority should provide money for the purpose of
stocking the land, 6547-6560. 6626-6634.

Belief that, as a general rule, small holdings are better cultivared than the large ones,
6566, 6567——DMedeiate amount of rent paid in Buckinghamshire for small holdings,
6585-6590. 6678-6682 —— Statement that unless the tenant has some capital of his own,
the question of buildings or small holdings becomes a real difficulty, 65953, 6594. 6600~
6602. 6Go7-6610. 6617, 6618.

Decided view that in any system adopted by which facilities would be given by local
authorities, the ratepayers should be secured against loss, 6625-6630.

Ross, John M¢Gilchrist. (Apalysis ‘of his Evidence.)—Witness farms, as tenant, about
300 acres near Allne-s, and cairies on a distillery at Teaninich ; is a justice of the peace

for Ross-shire, and a member of the council of the Land Nationalisation Society, 8258-
8262.

Preparation by witness of a scheme for the amendment of the land law in the
Highlands, 8263. 83lg Particulars of witness’ first undertakings in the fatming line, his
experience being confined to Suthetland, Ross, and part of Inverness, 8264-8270. 8500~
8502—— Continued piocess of consohidation of small faims n East Ross, except during
recent years; buildings are usually levelled when farms ate consolidated, B271-8279.
8496-8500.

Details of the small holdings i1ecently cieated in Strathrusdale by Sir Alexander
Matheson ; opmion that the land would bave paid a better price as a sheep-farm, 8280-
8294. 8356-8362. 8462-8467. 8531-8533—— Refusal of Mr. Ferguson, of Novar, to
turn out the tenants of the small boldings in certain glens, 8294——Suitability of the
land in the gleus for turmips, potatues, oats, and two years’ grasses, the people living
entitely out of the land ; great value of these small holdings to the large farmers, 8295~
8300, 8413-8418. 8456-8461.

Statement that just outside Allness there is some indifferent ground which is readily
let as small holdings to people who are generally entirely occupied on it, 8301-8306.
8363-8367——Opmion that the provisions of Mr, Jesse Collings’ Bill would not be
largely taken advantage of around Allness; belief that the present feu system would be
prefeired, 8307-8316.

Obligation upon witness to give the use of a small portion of fallow land for potatoes,
otherwise Le would not get laboureis; absolute necessity for potato land near Allness,
8318-8320. 8445-8455. 8503-850y Creation of a constdeiable number of alloiments
at Allness and at Easter Ross; opinion that the poor people have greatly benefited by
these allotments, 83:3-8325. 8493——DBelief that the negotiation of mortgages in
England tends to keep the farms large, 8326-8328.

Explanation of the piinciples of witness’ scheme, under which the land_ will
alnays remain the propeity of the local authority, subject to a rent to be paid by
the tenant; fixture ot the reat, and of the price to be paid by the local authority to the
landlord, by a Land Cuwit to be established, 8329-8343. 8423-8432 —Proposed
application of the scheme to land in the imediate neighbourhood of small towns and
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Ross, John M¢Gilchrist. . (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued,

villages ; the agitation in the Highlands will never be satisfied until such land is again
re-peopled, 8344-8346.

Giounds for the opinion that corporations are very bad landloids, but that good local
autholities, such as parocinal boards, would select and control the ienants properly,
8347-8353. 8384—8388. 8487. 8512. 8530 et seq. Explanation that under the scheme
the landlord would pay for the erection of bwldings on the small farws, 8354-8362.

Emphatic statement that the compulsory acquisition of land by the local authority,

when necessary, at « modetate price, is part of the Land Nationalisation and other

" socielies’ programme ; belief that the nsk of financial failure under such a scheme is
verv sinall, but that there 1s dectdedly more security in Scotland than in Ireland, 8368~
8383. 8389-8398. 8402-8412. 8419-8422. 8534-8540—~—Disapproval of auy small
holders bemng dispossessed ol their land, 8399-8401.

Admission by witness that he has taken a very active part in the land agitation 1n
Ross-shire, 8402-840% Opinion that the advance of Government money 18 necessary
in the case of allotments, but not for the creation of small holdings; non-objection, how-
ever, of wituess to the latter, 8432-8445. 8544-8552.

Considerable nun'ber of lowland crofters 1n the east of Ross and the lowland parts of
Inverness ; success, as a 1ule, of these small holders, 8468-8475 Divinclination of
the landlords to encourage small holdings on account of the tenants 1efusing to maintain
the buildings, 8476-8483 Infoimation as to the nature of the tenure, &c., 1n the Black
Isle, 8484-8486.

Statement that the system: of melioiations answers, upon the whole, when 1t is an
arrangement, but that the possession of the buildings bv the proprietor 1s prefetred,
8494, 8495 Suitability of the legislation proposed for land in England to lund in the
lowland parts of Scotland, 8510, 8511. 8541-8543.

Ross-shire. See Allness. Seotland.

Royal Commission of 1882. Comment upon the conclusions of the Royal Commission of
1882 adverse to peasant proprietors; insufficient evidence before them on the subject,
Collings 637-641. 643. 1044- 1046.

Rural Population. Statistics, founded on the Census Return-, and explanations thereon, to
the effect that since 1871 there has been a very great decrease of the populatiou employed
upon the land 10 proportion to the totul population of the countiy, Collings 107-123.

Information geneially as to the agricultmal population 1n England ; diwinution in the
last thirty years of 1 per cent. of the rural population in the fitteen agricaltural counties,
Craigie 5041-5056 ——Anticipation that a considerable decrease 1 the rural population
will have 1aken place within the last eight years, since the Census of 1881 ;5 5. 5047
Larger decrease in the population of those counties which have the greater proportion ot
small faims, . 5053,-5054 Statement that in all counties there has bheen 2 1elative
diminutiow of the agicuitural population, . 5058.

Exception taken to the conclusion that the decrease of the rural population or of small
holdings 1s necessmily a natioual evil; approval, however, of the people bemng retained
on the land, but not artificially, Druce 7986-8097.

See alsv Migration of Labour.

S.

Sanitary Acts. Statement that the Sanitary Acts have added very considerably to the
landlords’ expenditure on improvement~, Punchard 6481. 7140.

Sanitary Authorities. See Local Authorities.

School Rates. Dissent from the proposition that the State might fairly make some com-
pensation to agricultural labourers in view of their heing compelled by the Fducation
Act to send their children to school, thus losing the benefit of their labour, Squarey

3069-3974-

SCOTLAND:

Serious defect in the Scatch Acricultural Returns that all the mountain land is left
out; statement that only 25 per cent. of the whole area of Scotland is accounted for at
all, Craigie 4078-4084.

Result of witness’ experience in Haddingtonshire that there is a willingness generally
on the part of the owners to sell land for small holdings, but that the difficulty consists
in getting the labourers to purchase, Haldane 8075-8079. 8092, 80g3. 8121-8130. 8191~

8193— Streng advocacy of the introduction into Scotland of something in the naturc;
o
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ScoTLAND—continued.

of the Settled Land Act, which exists in England, in order to remove the difficulties in
the way of small sales of land, Haldane 8094, 80g5.

Doubt whether the allotment system ever took root to any considerable extent through-
out Scotland ; preference of the agricultural labourers for a garden instead of an allot-
ment, Haldane 8096-8100. 8130, 8140. 8245, 8296 ——Tendency in Scotland in recent
years towaids the consolidation of small tarms, 5. 8101-8103. 8239-8244 ——Desirability

of the machinery proposed in Mr. Collings’ Bill being applied to Scotland, ib. 8104~
8107. 8118, 8119. 8154, 8155.

Explanation of the prineiples of witness’ scheme, under which the land would always
remain the property of the local authority, subject to a rent to be paid by the tenant;
fixture of the 1ent and of the price to be paid by the local authoiity to the landlord by a
Land Court to be established, Ross 8263. 8317. 8329-8343. 8423-8432 Suitability
of the land in the glens for turnips, potatoes, oats, and two years’ gras-es, the people
living entirely out of the land ; great value of these small holdings to the large farmers,
very good cows, supplying first-clas. youny stock, being kept on thewn, ib. 8295-8300.
8413-8418. 8456-8461 Proposed application of witness’ scheme to land in the
immediate neighbourhood of small towas and villages; the axitation wn the Highlands
will never be satisfied until such land is again re-peopled, éb. 8344-8346.

Emphatic statement that the compulsory acquisition of land by the local authority
when necessary, at a moderate price, is part of the Land Nationalisation and other
societies’ programmej; Leliel’ that the risk of financial failure, under such a scheme, 1s
very s-nall, but that there 18 decidedly more security in Scotland than n Ireland, Ross
8365-8383. 8389-8308. 8402-8412. 8534-8540 ——Disapproval of any small holder
being dispossessed of their land, 5. 8399-8401 Admission by witness that he has
taken a very active part in the land agitation in Ross-shire, 5. 8402-8407.

Reasons why the demand for small holdings is less pronounced in Scotland than 1
Eugland ; linutation of the active demand for ownership to the neighbourhood of towns
Sir G. Campbell 3685, 8686 Points of difference between the systems of ownership o
land in Scotland and in England, small agricultural ownership being practically non
existent in the former, 6. 8687 Statement that small agticultural holdings are ‘m
mon to the north of the Tay, there being a limited number ol small ownerships in Orkney
under a Norwegian tenure ; successful development of the swmall-farm syste u in parts of
Aberdeenshire, 15, 8700-8703. 8728-8735.

Belief that the absence of small agricultural farms in the southern counties of Scot
land constitutes an obstacle to the 1mprovemeut of the labouring classes ; information as
to Lord Dalbousie’s attempt to create small holdingsin Forfarshire, where a coisiderable
demand on the part of superior ploughmen exists for them, Sir G. Campbell 8707, 8708

Conclusion that there would be a very great difficulty in formulating a rapid and
radical remedy for the present state of things 1n Scotland; suggestions for facilitating
the creation of small holdings, ib. 8709. 8713, 8714. 8716-8718.

Information as to the wages received by the labourers 10 the midlands of Scodand ;
arragement as to cottages, &c., Duncan 929g-9308. g420-9425——Feeling of the people
that they have done as much lor the nation as the Irish have, and are els» eantitled to a
grant of mouey from the Government, ib.: g3og, 9310 Object of the Ploughman’s
Union to get complete liberty in small holdings, 5. 9311, g312.

Peasant proprietary nearly unknown ta Forfarshire and Perthshire ; considerable num-
ber of small agricultural tenancies in these counties, Duncan 9322-9340 Paiticulars
of the successful experiments, made by the late Liord Panmure and Lord Dalhousie to
muluply small farms, . 93409352 Great demand for small holdings in Furfarshure,

. Perthshire, Haddingtonshire, and East Lothian, ib. 9383-9588.
See ulso Allness.  Consolidation of Farms.  Crofters.
Game. Legislation. + Matheson, Sir Alexander.

Feu System.  Fifeshire.
Supply and Demand.
Security of Property. Censiderable value attached to a multiplication of small freeholds in
increasing the security of propeity, Lord Huntage 1754-1759. 1787. 1834 Desir-
ability on social and political grounds that there should ve a large number of landholders
dotted about the country ; belief that the large landowners would themselves Le only too
glad to see an increase of small holdings, Punchard 7008-7012. 7019.
See also Qunerships or Tenancies.

Security of Tenure. Important advantage claimed for witness’ scheme as securing fixity
of tenure and other rights of ownership, Collings 557-593. 571574 537-595 Non-
objection to perpetual leaseholds inthe hands of the local authorities, though witness objects
to private leaseholds, id. 584-586—— Expediency of some better security of tenure being
provided for the very large number of existing small farmers in England and Wales ;

approval of their having a right of pre-emption in the eveat of sale of their holdings, .
- 1605-1616.

313. 4D4 Strong
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Security of Tenure—continued.

Strong advocacy of a system of smalil leaseholds, with fixity of tenure; difficulty as
to owneiship if men were 1equired to pay down one-fourth of the purchase-money, Gibbons
3568-3574. 3660, 3661. 3686-3609 Advantave of security of tenure, as by means of
a small quit-1ent, Hughes 4307-4312. 4316-4320 — Great importance of giving the
tenants of small holdings security of tenure, so that they should not be evicied excet
l(ér non-payment of rent or for some other breach of condition of tenancy, Dodd 567.4-
5079.

Conclusion that if there are to Le more numerous small holdines §1 1s almost a
necessity that there should be some system under which the tenant has such security of
tenure that he may invest his capital in improvements with confidence, Sir G. Campbell
8679-8681. 8712,

See also Qunerships or Tenancies. Quit Rent.

SETTLEMENT, ENTAIL, AND PRIMOGENITURE:

Statistics in support of opinion that the main hindrance to the creation of small
holdings 1s caused by the accumulation of land 1n large estates, such accumulation
being fosteted and piotected by the laws of primogeniture and settlement; belief that
the-e influences are still in full operation, Arnold 193-204. 303-305. 319-323. 387-397.
404-414. 440-450.

Very lutle land for sale by landowners, save under Lord Cairns’ Act ; limited opera-
tion of the Act, Collings 7779, 780—— Great barrier to the creation of a peasant proprietaiy
through the operation of the laws of entsil and s:ttlement, which should be abolished,
. 1517-1523.

Approval of alteration in the law as regards settlement and entail, as facilitating sub-
division of laud rather than of direct legislation for the purpose, Pell 1282~1285. 1317
—— Great benefit to the community and to landowners 1f the power to settle and entail
Jand weie abolished, Squarey 3747-3749. 4051.

Approval of giving the tenant-for-life power to sell, with three-fourths of the money
to remain as a rent-charce; grounds for the opinion that this course would facilitate
the voluntary creation of small holdings, Dodd 5701-5706-——Strong view that land
should not be made the ~ubject of settlement or life estate ; contention that until settle-
ment is extinguished theie will be verv great difficulties in the wav of cheapening land
transfer, Fyffe 0045, 6046——Belief that the entire ubolition of settlements would
naturally bring a vast amount of land into the market, ib. 6054.

Doubtful opinion as to whether the present svstem of settlement prevents larger
quantities ot land coming mto the market, Punchard 7002-7007 ——Belief that the law
of primogeniture has more to do than settlement n keeping land undivided, . 7159~
7161,

Important effect of the Settled Land Act of 1881 in facilitating the sale and sub-
divisions of settled estates; 1astance in the case of sowe property of the Duke of Marl-
borough in Oxfordshire, Druce 7432-7437. 7540, 7541. 7657-7064. 7712-7720. Boo8,
800g. 8016-801y. 8o21-8o2g Tendency of the law of primogenituie n cases of
intestacy and of family seitlements to cause the aggregation of land in few holdings,
. 75601-7567 Impression as regards primogeniture that it was Norman French
law, and that at the time of the Conquest it superseded the old Saxon law, ib. 8063~
8o71.

Tendency of the Settled Land Act to distnbute the land by ordinary sale, Birkett
8925, 8g26. 8931, 8g32.

Sewage Farms. Unprofitable character of sewage faims in consequence of the nhanced
cost of production, Punchard 7175-7177.

Sheep. Consideration of ceitain agiicultural returns for Scotland and for Enzland, with
reference specially to the number of sheep on holdings of diffzrent sizes, the results being
somewhat at variance with the conclusions arrived at from the staiistics submitted by
witness, Collings 973-990. ,

Total number in 1875 and 1885, distinguishing between groups of holdings ; average
in 1885, of sixty-seven per 100 acies, App. 505.
See also Stock,

Shopkeepers, Very unsatisfactory result when shopkeepers become small owners and sub-
let the holdings, Squarey 4017-4021.

S1zE
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S1zE oF HOLDINGS :

Suggestions as to the size, respectively, of seli-contained holdings for agriculturists
exclusively, and of holdings for men having other occupations as well, Collings 846-861
~——The holdings might be from about thirtv to fifty acres, there being considerable
quantities of land switable for sub-division, Lord Wantage 1786-1796. 18,6. 1884. 1921
Lxpediency of separate holdings being from ten to forty or fifty acres in extent, it
being impo~sible for a man to support himself and family on four acres; instances of
success where more than ten acres are leld, Ripley 2327-2333. 2380-2382. 2386-2396.
2423—The holdings should not be less than ten nor more than tfty acres, i. 2423.

Expediency of facilities for the acquisition of holdings of from two or three up to sixty
or saventy acres, according to the circumstances of each case, Holman 2808-2812 —
Suggestions as to the varying size of the holdings to be taken in the first instance by men
according to the number in family, the money at their disposal, and other circumstances;
conclusion that in course of time many of the labouring classes would, with the proposed
help, gradually and successfully extend therr holdings fiom very small beginnngs, 5.
2052 ¢t seq, '

Grounds for the opinion that a lahourer may support himself and family on a holding
of ten acres of good land, but not nn five acres, without sume extraneous means, Standring
3201~3207. 3259, 3260. 3321 Expediency of the holdings varying in size from ten
acres upwards, Gidbons 3556, 3557. 3603——Conclusion that the formation of small
holdings and their size must depend largely on the so:l and the surroundings, there being
many other considerations, Squarey 4054-4057.

Suggestion that the area of each holding should not be less than fifty acres ; means
of obtaining a living therefrom if fairly good land, Hughes 4145. 4244. 4329-4339——
Expediency of the holdings varying in size from ten to fifty acres, Owen 4574-4578——
Recommendations as to the different size of small holdings and small farms to be created
by the local authority, according to the demand, the quality of the land, and other con-
siderations, T Junes 4798-4800. 4812-4830. 4847-4860. 4903~49306.

Information in regard to the special inquiries made by witness as to the size of agii-
cultural holdings, both in this and other countries, Craigie 4950-4956~—Returns of the
acreage of small holdings, prepared and handed in by witness, in regard to the nine
ugricultural counties in the east of England, ib. 5037-5039.

Argument that the amount of land suitable for small holdings depends in a large
measure upon the character of the soil; expediency of fixing a limit of money rent
1ather than one of pure acreage, Bidwell 5161-5168 Decided view that there should
be farms of all sizes ; opinion that the quantity of land to be worked advantageously
.as a small holding should be about twenty-five acres, Beck 5334. 5342-5344- 5358~
5362. 5409-5413. 5430~5435— Opinion that the size of the holdings should vary from
ten up to twenty acres, Littleton 6518-6521.

Slight increase since 1875 in the average size of farms, Druce 7422-7429. 7647, 7648.
7931-7935 Calculation that a man and his family cannot live comfortably out of
the produce of a holding of ten acres, though they might live on twenty acres, . 7471~
7473. 7649-7651.

Apyproval of the proposal to utilise the municipalities not only as regards small, but
alsn large allotments; doubt, however, as to the practicability of the propusal in view
of the large size ot the farms in demand 1n Scotland, Sir G. Campbell 8712 ——State-
ment that a holding of forty to fifty acres would enable a man and his family to subsist,
and that in the vicinity of towns they could subsist on far less, Duncan 9265, g266.

Number of holdings of different classes, according to acreage, in the counties of
Lincoln and Norfolk as compared with Devon and Somerset, 4pp. 498.

Total of separate holdings, in groups of different sizes, in the years 1870, 1875, 1880,
and 1885; App. 502.

See also Consolidation of Farms. Supply and Demand.,

Smell Farm and Labourers’ Land Company. Favourable conclusion as to the operation
of the Small Farm and Labourers’ Land Company ; reference especially to an esiate of
the company at Cotienham, in Cambiidgeshire, Pell 121g-1224. 1236-1239.

Explanations in detail respecting the constitution, objects, and operations of the
Small Farm and Labourers’ Land Company (of which witness is chairman); particu-
lars with special reference to the Lamborne Estate of the company, the Cottenham
and Histon estate, and the Foxbam and Chippenham estate, Lord Wantage 1669 et
seq. Toformation as to the financial results; average dividend of 3 per cent., ib.
10672-1702. 1836-1840. 1887, 1888. 1950-1961. '

Very limited applications to the company for the purchase of land, tenants, as a rule,
preferring to hire; statement hereon 2s to the terms of purchase on the Lamborne and
other estates, the arrangements as regards cottages and farm buildings, &e., Lord
Wantage 1677 et seq., 1836 et seq. Sale of only two acres on the Lamborne estate
at 26 1. un acre, and of seventeen acres at Eﬂl 1. an acre; explanation as to the payment

13- 4L n




576 ~ BMA SQU

Report, 188g—continued.

Small Farm and Labourers Land Company—continued.

in full in the former case, and by deferred payments in the latter, Lord Wantage 1677~
167g. 1696-1702. 1710-1723. 1836-1838 ——Infinitesimal iaflence of the company,
though adding considerably to the increa-e of small cultivators in a few localities, b,
1756. 1836-1840. 1847. 1850-1865.

Explanations 1n detail of the terms upon which witness purchased nineteen acres of
land on the Lamborne estate (Beikshire), the provision of buildings, the mode of
cultivation, and amount of stock, and the satisfactory resulis generally, the land being
worked entirely by lumself, Warrack 1982 et seq.

Statements as to the difficulty of the Small Farm Company .in obtaining puichasers,
this not applying to tenants, Squarey 3826-3862. 3915-3923. 4005-4015. 4076-4078.

Smith, Henry Herbert. (Analysis of his Evidence )—Is a land agent and surveyor, carry-
ing on business in London and Chippenham ; is agent to Lord Lansdowne and other large
lando wners, 63336335. 6343- .

Informationin iegard the character of the holdings on the estates of Lord Lansdowne
and Lord Crewe, in Waltshire ; belef that the largest system of allotments in England
1s upon Lord Lansdowne’s estate, 6336-6352. 6359-6363 Statement that the system
of small holdings on Loid Lansdowne’s property has been singularly successful especially n
regard to the payment of rent, 6344, 6345 — Abatements of rent to the extent of 20 per
ceni, on the propeity of Lord Lansdowne since the year 1879; 6346-6352 — Repairs
and improvements carried out by Loid Lansdowne and not by the tenants, 6352-6356.

Decided opinion that small holdings are the most profitable to the landlord, 6357,
6358—>—Explanation as to the difficulties in establishing small holdings at the present
time ; considerable desire on the pait of the labourers, notwithstanding these d:ficul-
fies, to obtamn small holdings, 6364-6376. 6380-6385——Expediency of further legisla-
tion for 1ncreasing the facilities for forming swall holdings, 6377, 6378.

Smith, Joseph Alfred. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witoess is honorary secretary of the
East Suffolk Chamber of Agricultuie ; 1s also managing director of the Eastern Coun-
ties Dairy Institute, 7335-7338.

Examination as to the existing system and extent of small holdings in East. Suffolk ;
concluvion that the tendency of late 1s to increase the number, 7339-7353. 7371-7394-

Approval of the Small Holdings Bill as giving the best facilities for the creation of
small” holdings ; belief, however; that the compulsory part of the Bl would not be
generally desired, 7354-736¢. .

Numerous objections to labourers holding land to cultivate in addition to their ordi-
nary work ; opinion that farmers do not approve of this inteiference with the men’s
ordinary labour, 7371, 7372. 7381-7383.

Soham (Cambridge). Particulars regarding the parish of Soham, and the geneial character
and extent of the holdings; large amount of unenclosed common land, where the
occupiers have the privilege of turning their horses and cattle out to graze, Bidwell
5107-5123. 5208, 5209. 5248-5251 Belief that in Soham the small tenants do better
than the actual owners of the small holdings, 6. 5115-5123.

Analysis of occupiers in the parish, according to holdings of different classes and
extent of acreage, App. 501.

Soil, &e. (Small Holdings). Several obstacles to the creation and satisfactory working of
small holdings m the chalk districts of England, the soil and the swiroundings being
unsuitable, Squarey 3733-3741. 3762——Conclusion that the key of the question of
gmall holdings is the fact that the best land 1s already tiken; inferior land never found
wheie there are small holdings, Bidwell 5187-5190. 5273, 5274 ——Decided view that
land for small holdings ought to be of the value of 30s. an acre, Beck 5446-— Great
importance that the land offered for small holdings should be a very good quality, Fyffe
6061-6068. :

Spade Labour. Great value attached to spade labour as on small holdings, Collings 733-
735 See also (a}ultz‘vatz'on. Labour.

Squarey, Elias Potts. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Piactice of witness as a land agent,
chiefly at Salisbury; he 1s President of the Institute of Surveyors, and a director of the
Small Farm and Labourers’ Land Company, 3727-3730.

Entire approval of a reasonable extension of the system of small freeholds, 3731, 3732.
3783, 3794-3799 Several obstacles to the creation and satisfactory working of emall
holdings 1n the chalk districts of England, the soil and the surroundings being unsuitable,
3733~3741. 3762 —— Difficulty penerally as to the sub-division of land, on account’ of
the great expense and delay of transfer; amended legislation in contemplation, 3741~
3747 4024—4031. 4058-40061. Great difficulty (as regards an extension of small hold-
ings) on the scorce of buildings, 3741. 3783-37¢5. 3867-3869 Valuable facilities in
the transfer of land under a system of registration, 3744-3746 ——Great benefit to the

community
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Squarey, Elias Potts. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

community and to laudowners if the power to settle and eutail lar.d were abolished,
3747 3749- 4051 . )

Considerable number of small freeholders near the New Forest, who (or whose fore-
fathers) were originally squatters on the Crown land ; exceedingly industriaus character
and prosperous condition of these peoples 3750-3756. 3759. 3924-3938——Expediency
of a very large increase in the number of small holders lLike those near the New Forest,
3756, 3767.

Result of witress’ professional expeiience in various parts of England, that small
holders, as a rule, pay their rents better than' large holders, and do not require sp much
expenditure or buildings and improvements; much higher rents per acre in the former
case, 3758, 3759- 3780-3783. 3939-3944. 4016 Evidence to the effect that as regards
ceresls and root crops, the relative production 18 much greater on large farms than on
small holdings, whilst, 1n the latter case, the production is greater and more profitable
as Yegards poultry, pigs, and vegetables, 3760-3779. 3889-3g01. 4062-4066,

Considerable number of small holdings on Lord Bath’s estates in Somersetshire and
Wiltshire ; varying size of these, and character of the cultivation, the rents being very
well paid, 3762. 5772. 3984-3993- 4008-4010—— Gradual disappearance of homesteads
and buildings which formerly existed under the copyhold system; increased prewision,
on the other hand, of new buildings and labourers’ cottages, since inclosures have been
carried out, 3784, 3785. 3902-3909. 4033-4035—— Great increase of produce through
the carrying out of inclosures and the consolidation of farms, though unsatisfactory
otherwise, 3786-3788. 3863-3866. 3886-3g901— Advantage of the greater labour
expended in cultivation where the holdings are small ; witness fully approving of sub-
division of land where the soil and surroundings are favourable to small holdings, 3789~
3799. 3%05, 3806. 3945-3949. 4054-4057-

Distinct failure formerly of the system of small holdings at Minster Loveli, 3800, 3801
—— Disastrons failure in the case of joint cultivation by some forty or fitty fanulies
lwing in one large house, as tried about forty years ago, by the Jate Robert Owen, at
Harmony Hall, 3803, 3804.

Decided decrease in the number of small holdings during the last thirty year>; causes
to which owing, 3807-3815. 3960-3963. 4004-—-Probable Teasons why there has been
no material decrease of small holdings in France or Belgium, 3816-3819—— Instances
of large areas in this country having been bought, as a speculation, for conversion into
small holdings; results in this and other cases as regards the prices obtamned, 3819, 3820,
4036-4043. .

Examination in support of the conclusion, that though Lord Ashhourne’s Act has
worked beneficially under the pecuhar circnmstances of Ireland, it would be unwise to
extend 1t to Encland, 3821~3862. 3¥%70-3881 Result of witness’ experience as a
Director of the Small Farms Company, that there is no great demand in Eagland for
emall freeholds, whilst the landowners are now perfectly ready to sell sufficient land for
meeting any demand that may arise without State intervention, 3826-3862. 3915-3923.
4005-4015. 4048-4053 Deprecation generally of State subsidies for the assistance
of any one clase of the community ; opinion, moreover, that ap advance of 75 per cent.,
as in Ireland, 1s too much, 3839-3862. 3870-3881. 3910-3914. 3949. 3969-3983.

Full approval of a very large extension of small heldings throughout the country, but
for the economic difficulty, and the want of buildings, &c., 3867-3869. 3920-3923. 3949.
3956-3959——Advantage if the cultivation of the Downs by small farmers could be
discontinued, so that the land might ievert to sheep walks, 3882~3885 Very excep-
tional erection of buildings by tenants in England, these being liberally provided by the
landlords, 3922, 3923-

Bad state of the buildings of the small holders on the edge of the New Forest; very
Little poverty among this class, though they do not save money, 3924-3938. 4000-4003
——1llustration of the disadvantage under which small farmers labour throngh want of
capital, as compared with large tarmers, 3945-3947——Great valae attached to local
duiry schools, 3948.

Infrequeqt instances of men emerging from the labouring class into that of small
farmers, 3050~3952 — — Frequent migration of the children of agricultural labourers nto
the towns, witness strongly approving of facilities whereby they may obtan small holdings
so long as Stale intervention and subsidies are not resorted 1o, 3952-3959. 4071-
4075-

Question for consideration whether the local authority might not incur some risk in
promoting small holdings as adding to tiie food value of the country, and as diminishing
the poor rates, 3964-3968—Dissent fiom. the proposition that the State might fairly
make soine compensation to agricultural labourers, in view of their being compelled by
the Education Act to seud,their children to school, thus losmg the beuefit of their
labour, 3969-3974- )

313. - 4E2 ) . Indirect
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Squarey, Elias Potts. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Indirect operation of the Inclosure Acts in dispossessing the less competent of the
class of copyholders, 3075-3078 Further statement 28 to landowners being now
quite ready to meet any demand for small holdings, 4004—4009. 4048-4053.—Very
unsatisfactory result when shopkeepers become small owaers and sublet the holdings,
4017-4021. , .

Necessity of prompt payment by holders of their instalments under a system of
advances from the. Siate, 4022, 4023 Conclusion that the formation of small hold-
ings and thew size must depend largely on the soil and the surroundings, there being
many other considerations, 4054-4057 Exceptional instances of profitable poultry
farming on a large scale, 4062-4065——Dufficulty on the scoie of buildings it landlords
let on ninety-nine years, leases, 4067-4070. .

Fuither explanation that witness would welcome a great extension of small holdings,
but'is opposed to State interference, 4071-4075—+—Statement with further reference to
the difficulty of the Small Farms Conipany in obtaining purchasers, this not applying
to tenants, 4076-4078.

Standring, J. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Witness is a small farmer at Epworth, in
Lincolnshire ; 1s also a hay, straw, and potato dealer, and a collector of rates, 3191,
319¢2.

Great number of small holdings at and about Epworth, some held by the owners and
some by tenants, there being peculiar facilities in the locality (Isle of Axholme) for

" renting holdings of from two roods up to 200 acres, 3193-3196. 3213. 3325-3336
Particulars of witness’ experience as a small holder, and of the experience of many of
his neighbours ; exceedingly satisfactory results as regatds cultivation and production,
so that he stiongly advacates an extension of the system elsewhere, 3197 et seg.—
Varying puice paid for the Jand owned by witness ; estimate of the present value, 3208,

3302-3310.

Grounds for the opinion that a labourer may support himself and family on a bolding
of ten acies of good land, but not on five acres without some extranecus means, 3201~
3207. 3259, 3260. 3321 Written testimony borne by some half score of agricultural
labouiers at Epwoith to the great value of allotments or small holdings, 3208 ——
Enmployment on adjacent farms of the men who occupy the smaller holdings; state-
ment hereon as to the wages in the locality, 3209. 3216-3218. 3268-3271. 3337.

Means of raising money for buying small holdings when for sale, many being
mortgaged, 3214-3216. 3235-3238 Numerous instances of agricultaral labowers at
Epworth largely increasing their holdings, 3217, 3218, 3261-3267 Excellent produc-
tioh in the small holdings; particulars hereon as compared with larger firms, 3219,
3220, 3256-3258. 3262-3267. 3311-3323. <

Satisfaction expressed with Mr. Jesse Collings’ Bill if it be made compulsory;
examination heieon to the effect-that some limit of area should be drawn in applymng
compulsion, and that witness is not prepared to submit detailed suggestions on the
subject, 3221-3224. 3276-3301 Disadvantages of a system whereby holders might
boriow thiee-fourths of the purchase money, being thus tied to the spot; belief that the
bulk of the small farmers would prefer to be tenauis rather than buy under such con-
ditions, 3240-3243.

Several generations for which the system of small holdings has prevailed in the Isle
of Axholme, 3244-3249. 3325-3336——Excellent result in the case of a small common
at Epwoith, let out to labourers at 1 5. an acre on condition of their providing a cottage,
3247—=Deprecatjon of the conversion of waste or infertor land into small holdings,
3272-3275. 3302. 3322-3324 Information respecting the relative proportion of
owners and tenants at Epworth ; preference of many for continuing as tenants, 3337-
3345. 33556-3357- )

‘Explanation as to the small holders at Epworth living in cottages iu the village which
is close to the holdings, 3349-3353 Great want of a simple and cheap system of
transfer of land, 3354. 3362, 3363. '

Local custom or tenant-right at Epworth, whereby men on leaving their holdings
get compensation for improvements, 3357-3361 Security against pauperism under
the system of allotments and small holdings at Epworth, 3363-3335.

STATE LOANS:

Evidence in approval of State loans to local authorities or county councils with a view
to the acquisition of land by the latter for sale to small cultivators ; that is, provided
the county rate and borough rates be liable for the risk, so that the area of risk may be
as large as possible, Lord Wantage 1759-1772. 1808-1812. 1848, 1849. 1919, 1y20.

Deprecation generally of State subsidies for the assistance of any one class of the
community ; opinion, moreover, that an advance of 75 per cent., us in Ireland, 18 too
much, Sguarey 3839-3862. 3870-3%81. 3910-3914. 3049" 3969-3983 Explanation

that witness would welcome a great extension of small holdings, but is opposed to State
interference,




STA SUB 579

Report, 1889~—-continued.

STATE LoANs—continued.
interference, Squarey 3867-3869. 3920-3923. 4071-4075—— Necessity of prompt payment
by holders of their instalments under a system of advances from the State, ib. 4022, 4023.

Examination in support of the conclusion that the State should lend mcney at the
lowest possible rate of interest for the purchase of small holdings, and also for the
erection by the landlords of the required buildings; inexpediency of any loss by the
State, Hughes 4095-4124. .

Conclusion that the Legislature can best intervene in the creation of small holdings by
the grant of public loans, as under the Ashboume Act, to intending purchasers on as
easy terms as possible, the loans to be repaid over a lengthened period, Owen 4434~
4436. 4450-4453. 4671-4685.——Neglect of the English Government to foster the
agricultural industries of tha country, as is done in every country but our own, Morgan
56833

.. Desirability of a plan by which the State should advance a portion of the price of the
land, the purchaser paying down a certam {)ropomon as security, Littleton 6516,
6517—Suggestions for remedying the difficulties in regard to unlocking the land;
proposal that the State should become the owner, and place men on the land as tenants,
Johnson 6766-6825. 6842-6855 Proposal that the necessary funds should be issued
by the State to the landowners to enable them to give the required facilities for sub-
dividing the land, without the intervention of the local authouties, Punchard 7149~
7152. 7182, 7240-7246.

Wrong principle in the advance of money by the State for the purchase of land (but
not for its improvement), whether by large or small owners, Druce 7799-7806. 7834,
7835.

Opinion that the advance of Government money is necessary in the case of allotments,
but not for the creation of small holdings ; non-objection, howeve:, of witness to the
latter, Ross 8432-8444. 8544-8552 Non-objection to the advance of public money
in connection with small holdings if the purchaser pays down pait of the money as
security ; belief, however, that in Scotland anything like the Ashbourne Act would be
useless, Sir G. Campbell 8714, 8715.

See also Ashbourne Act.

Statesmen” (Cumberland and Westmoreland). Great reduction in the number of “ states-
men” in Cumberland and Westmoreland, these small freeholders having sold their pro-
perties to large landowners in good times, Arnold 421-425.

Stock ( Horses, Cows, Sheep, and Pigs). Statistics aud calculations as to the much larger
number of horses, cows, sheep, and pigs per acre on farms under 100 acres than on larger
farms, Collings 667, 668——Large amount of stock on small holdings further adveited
to, witness reiterating that there are in proportion more horses, cows, sheep, and pigs
on farns under than over 100 acres, . 802, 803. 825-829. 968 et seq. —-Consideration
of exceptions taken to witness’ conclusions as to the greater relative number of cattle,
horses, sheep, aud pigs on the smaller than the larger farms, . 920, 921. 968 et seg.
1015, 1016.

Opinion that it would rot be expedient to give the local authoiity at present power to
advance money for the purchase of stock or for starting a man in his farm, Dodd 5621~
5624.

Explanations in connection with returns of the number of horses, cattle, sheep, and
pigs on holdings of different sizes n Lngland ; more horses, cows, and pigs on small
than on large farms, Druce 7481-7485. 7522-7529. 7605-7607. 7813-7815 Great
improvement in the breeds of stock due mamly to the large tarmers, ib. 7499, 7497.

Paper, supplied by Mr. Jesse Collings, showing the number of horsex, cattle, sheep,
and pigs in each class of holding, 4pp. 497.

Statement showing the increise or decrease of live stock on groups of holdings in
England, as between the years 1875 and 1885, App. 505.

8Syb-Division of Holdings. Full power proposed 1o be exercised by the local authority in
the matter of subdivision, Collings 767, 768——Expediency of maintaining a continuous
cultivating ownership without any power of subletting or subdivision, . 819, 820.
837-839——Suggestion hereon that the holding, when dealt with by wil!, must be left
to one person, 5. 1157-1160. ‘

Exorbitant rents apprehended if there weie a great number of small owners, with full
powers as to subletuing; restriction required on this point, Ripley 2412-2418. 2580
——Expediency of a restriction upon the reconsolidution of small holdings, aiter crea-
tioustluougil the local authorties, Holman 3175-3181; Hughes 4238-4244. 4326~
4320.

Consideration of the objection that under a system of loaus to small owners the land
might, w course of time, be again aggregated into large holdings or be sublet to
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Sub-Division of Holdings—continued.

new occupiers, Qwen 4525-4540 Concurrence in the proposal to prevent any sub-
letting, subdivision, or consohdation of the small holdings created by the Bill ; “belief
that the local authority would do its duty in respect of any infringement of the law,
G. Jones 9523-9531. 9559, 9560.

Succession Duties. Advocacy of a graduated succession duty upon inheritance as one

means of checking large accumulations of land under one ownership, Arnuld 306-309.
506-511.

Suffolk. Examination as to the existing system and extent of small holdings 1n East
Suffolk; eonclusion that the tendency of late is to increase the number, J. A. Smith
7339-7353- 7371-7394-

SUPPLY AND DEMAND:

Great and growing desire of the rural classes for the possession of small holdings,
Collings 6-——QGeneral demand for small holdings, b. 782 Other classes besides
agricultuial labourers among whom thete is a demand for small holdings ; doubt as to
this demand being met toaany appreciable extent, ib. 806-808. 818.

Admission that if there were a larger supply of land in the maiket, and the cost of
transfer cheapened, there would still be a slight tendency towards the abserption of land
by large capitalists, but that under 1eformed laws, land would be purchased by those
who could make the best economic use of 1t, Arnold 205, 206. 393, 394 462-464. 481~
496 Increased desire on the patt of the landlords to grant allotments, but not
small holdings, 6. 465-472.

Staten-ent to the effect that in witness’ experience there is very little demand for small
agricultural ownerships, though there is a demand for small tenancies; difficulty in the
former case thiough the additional annual payments or instalments of purchase money,
Pell 1225-1235. 1240, 1241. 1419-1423. 1451-1456 Experience of witness to the
effect that there 1s no uusatisfied demand for small holdings, and that compulsory
powers ate unnecessary and mexpedient, . 1391 et seq. No applications have been
made to wifness for the purchase of small holdings, Lord Wantage 1655.

Inexpediency of too many small Loldings in the same locality, though in every parnsh
there should be facilities for agricultural labourers and otheis to obtain them to a himited
extent, Ripley 2383, 2384. 25162518 ——Conclusion that a per-centage, though a small
one, of 1ural and village populations would find means to acquire small holdings if wided
thereto by the local authorities, . 2587-2593 —— Great demand among Jabouring men
in witness’ district, WarwickShire, for land 10 be hied; growing desire to purchase,
Holman 2810-2807. 2034-2942. 2947-2951. 2997-2909. 3004-30n06. 3132-3135.

Instances of laige aieas in this country having been hought as a <peculation for con-
veision nto small holdings; results in this and other cases as 1egards the prices obtaived,
Sgquarey 3819, 3820. 4036-4043—— Result of witness’ experience as a director of the
Small Farms Company that there is no gieat demand in England for small fieeholds,
whilst the landowners are now peifectly 1eady to sell sufficient land for meeting any
demand that may anise without State intervention, ¢b. 3826-3862. 3915-3923. 4005
4015. 4048-4053. 4076-4078 Instances of the cultivating tenants having to
compete with outsiders when the farms are put up for sale; obstacle thereby to the
former becoming fieeholders, Hughes 4321-4324——Demand for small holdings far 1n
excess of the supply; that is, as tenants rather than owners, though many would
doubtless avail themselves of facilities to 'purchase, Owen 4377-4587. 4433 4493-4506.
4520-4524—— Statement that any amount of land can be bought n England in large
quantities, but very httle in small quantities, Morgan 5904-5907.

" Very great demand to rent small holdings of a suitable character; belief also that if

. facilities were afforded the demand to‘purchase them would also be very great, Fyffe
6076 —— Instance i which witness adveruised a small farm of his own of tirty-three
acres, and within three days he had applications from twenty-three persons, ib. Go76.
6271-6275 — Explanation as to the dificulties 1 establishing small holdings at the
present time; considerable desire on the part of the labourers, nutwithstanding these
difficulties, to obtain small holdings, Smith 6364-6376. 6380-6385.

Great demand in the neighbourhood of Long Sutton for small holdings; there is quite
a land hunger in the distriet, Joknson 6757-6765. 6837:—6841_-—-—-Cnnsu_ierable difficulties
which exist in regard to obtaining land for small holdings in the district; tendency to
increase the size of farms rather than to encourage small holdings, . 6760-6765.
6908-6910.

Conclusion that farms of all sizes are required, and are now to be had, without
artificial legislation, Druce 7498-7500. 7617-7619. 7649-7656. 8008-8019. 8u29-8053
Practice of farmeis who as owneis have sold their hollings, not to teke other
farms ; outside competition for the farms sold, ib. 7630-7635 ——Several instances of
landlords’ estates being sold in lots for small holdings, . 7657-7670.

Examination
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SuprpPLY AND DEMAND—continued.

Examination in further support of the conclusion that under existing laws a sufficient
number of small holdings are available to meet the natural demand, and that landowners
are quite ready to sell to small purchasers at a fair price, Druce 8003-8053.

Conclusion that in addition to giving advantages to those already able to pay the
required proportion to become small holders, the proposed Bill would open up a new
cateer to the rising generation in rural distiicts, Reid 8650-5652. 8672-8675 Great
demand, in counties where commons exist, for allotments, the demand for ownerships
being considerably less, Birkett 8972-8974.

Belief that in Scotland there would be a demand to rent lands from the local antho-
rities, and some derire to purchase in the immediate neighbourhood of the towns, Alez-
ander go78 et seq. Statement that there is a very great demand among the labourers
of Perthshire tor smali holdings both in the town and country districts, but great
difficulty in obtaining them ; feeling that there would be no objection to paying a Lttle
more to be owner than to the tenant, Duncar 9169-9180. 9250-9255.

See also Azholme, Isle of.  Lincolnshire. Minster Lovell, Number of Small
Holdings, Ownerships or Tenancies. Secotland. Size of Holdings,
Small Farm and Labourers’ Company. Sub-Division of Holdings. Transfer
of Land.

T.

Technical Education (Rural Schools). Great advantage if technical agricultural education
were given 1n the rural schools, Ripley 2594-2597.

Thrift. Decided encouragement to thrift under a system of small holdings, Collings
778; Ripley 2590-2593; Holman 3166-3169. 3174. 3182-3184 Favourable opinion
as to the character of the smaller tenants in respect of indvstry and thrifi ; assertion that the
smaller farms are worked better, in proportion to the larger holdiqgs, Bidwell 5104-5109,

Prejudicial effect of loans from the rates as regards the independence of the agricultural
‘ clasges and habits of thrift and industry, Druce 7452, 7453. 7461, 7462.7556-7560. 7599~
7604. 7833. 7962-7969.

Tithes. Suggestion for the redemption of tithes by the surrender of portion of the land,
which might be converted into small holdings, Collings 728 Full powers of the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners in dealing with tithes and with their redemption,
Porter 2788-2795——Very heavy tithes upon part of witness’ holding, Wimpenny 3449~
3452.

Title. Impossibility of having simplicity of title upon the 52,000,000 acres of settled land
under the present condition of the law, Arnold 209 Disagreement of witness with the
proposal in the Lord Chancellor’s Bill that there shall be three kinds of ‘titles; desire
that 1n every case with which the register deals there shall be an indefeasible uitle, il.
297-302 Instance of the great want of simplification of title, Lord Wantage 1757
Requirement of only foity yeais’ title, instead of sixty, whilst deeds have been much
shortened, Druce 7443 See also Registration, §e. Transfer of Land.

Towns. Probability that in Birmingham, Leicester, snd other towns, the local authority
might succeed better than 1 country districts in the creation of small freeholds, Pell
1263-1275.

Towyn District. See Merionethshire.

Transfer of Land. Reference to the difficulties and expense of land transfer as a great
" banier to the creation of small holdings, Collings 64, 65 Decided approval of the
transfer of land being chespened :n the interest of owners as well as purchasers, Pell
1455-1457—— Strong approval of a multiplication of small landowners; facility and
economy n the transfer of land beiug essential for this purpose, Lerd Wantage 1665-
1668. 1746-1758. 1811-1817.

Difficulty generally as to the sub-division of land on account of the great expense and
delay of trensfer; smended legislation in contemplation, Squarey 3741-3747. 4024~-
4931, 4058-4061—— Entire approval of a system of transfer of land similar to that which
exists in some of the colonies and in America ; strong feeling that there should be 1n
this country a simplification of transfer, Bidwell 5319-5321.

More moderate costs now charged in the conveyance of small holdings to purchasers ;
special reference hereon to the Isle of Axholme, Druce 7437, 7438. 7443-7446. 8008
——Restnictions imposed upca small holders, as regards mortgaging, &c., by Mr. Jesse
Collings’ Bill; opinion that xoder that Bill the transfer of land can be acomplished
without much legal expense, which is a very important advantage, Reid 858g-8594.
8676, 8677. .

See also Registration, §c.  Settlement, §e.

313. 4%4




582 UNE WAL

Repoit, 188g9—continued.

U.

Unearned Increment. Proposal that the local authority, having obtained possession of the
land, should be compelled to sell it in small freeholds, and that the unearned increment
should be obtamed by a payment in the form of a succession duty upon the capital valye
of the land, Arnold 278-280. 401. 504, 505—— Cunsideration of the question of unearned
increment, and of the circumstances under which the occupying owner or the local
autboiity should be entitled, Collings 587-592. 788-801 Desiiability of the unearned
inclement going to the community rather than to individuals; doubt, however, as to
whether the terms of the Allotment Act with guaranteed perpetuity of tenuie at a just
1ent addéd, would satisfy the Scotch peasant, who wants a Ireehold, Haldane 8200-8214.
8247 et seq. .

United States. Tendency to smaller faims in the States, Collings 1033-1041 — Difficulty
m applying to this country the homestead law 1n force in the States, i6. 1631~1634.

University College ( Ozford). Information with regard to the chuaracter of the property
owred by University College ; the average size of the individual allotments let by the
College has increased from one and a-quatter to two acies, Fyffe 6139-6148. 620;-
6210 Siatement that at Lunton (Yotkshire) the propeity of the College is not leased
but beld on annual rents ; disinclination,of the College authonties to distuib those tenants
whose families have held the larms under these terms for hundieds of years, 16, 6143~
6148.

V.

Value of Land. High value of good land, Collings 762-764——Great fall n the price of
bad Jand, but not of really good land, Pell 1334-1336-

Examination as to the powers given under various Acts for settling the valuation and
compensation to be paid for compulsory purchase; desirability in these valuations of
having the Income Tax returns produced, Dodd 5480-5498. 5643-5646——Impoitance,
in view of the extension of municipal life, that land for municipal and public purposes
should be got at a fair mice, b, 5488, 5489.

Vegetables. Large extent to which vegetables are imported from countiies which supply
them earlier than we can growthem, Craigie 5087-5089.

See also Channel Islands. Production.

Village Committees. Suggestions for a system of village committees in every paneh for
administering the scheme proposed in regard to letting the land in small holdings,
Johnson 6853-6855. 6911-6913.

Voluntary Effort. Conclusion as to the entne inadequacy of piivate efforts or the opera
tion ot companies as a means for the extended creation of small holdings throughout the
country, Collings 166-170 Entire inadequacy of voluntary efforts for the sub-
diwmision of land among the poorer classes ; illustration in the case of witness’ company,
though its operation has been very salutary, Lord Wantage 1756. 1845-1847. 1850-
1865. See also Compulsory Powers.

W.
WALES :

Entire dissent from the views of one of the Assistant Commissioners adverse to small
holdings in Wales, Collings 186 Great obstacles to the ereation of small boldings in
North Wales, the landlords being unwilling to sell, the cost of tiansfer being gieat,

¢ and the difficulty of borrowing the purchase-money at a low rate of interest being con-
sideiable, Hughes 4083-4004. 4230—4223 Neécessity of compulsory powers in order
to create additional small holdings in Wales by subdivision of the larger farms ; con-
sideration of objections to the working of this proposal, . 4143, 4144. 4168. 4226—
4228, 4280-4203.

Information as to the number, size, and rent of small holdings in the Towyn district;
diminished number of late years through consolidation, and in former years through
inclosures, Hughes 4146-4162. 4204-4212. 4223-4225. 4234—4253——Statement on the
subject of landlgrds not sub-dividing their estates, and providing the required buildings,
it being difficult for thew to raise money fog the latter at moderate rates, ib. 4195-4203.
4213-4222— Earnings of agricultural labourers 1n witness’ district adverted to 1n con-
nection with the prospect of their becoming small farmers or freeholders, b. 4294~
4312 Prejudicial effect upen small farmers when deprived of sheep-wulks on the

mountains, 5. 4313-4315. Resul
) esult
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W A LES—~continued.

Result of witness’ experience in Wales that a reat of abont goZ, a year would repre-
sent the holding sufficient for 2 man ta live upon in the case of ordinary agricultural
land, Owen 4353-4356. 4409 Belief that in the case of hill land a halding rented at
about 2ol a year would suffice for subsistence, ib. 4356-4358. 4409——Complaint in
some districts of North Wales as to insecurity of tenure ; this does not apply to Mont-
gomeryshire, 7b. 4391, 4392.

Reference to the evidence of Mr. Doyle before the Richmond Commission as not cor-
rectly representing the state of things in Wales in the matter of small buildings, Owen
4410-4413. 4429—~——DBeneficial working in North Wales generally of cultivation by
small holders ; great importanee of facilities to these to utilise portiaus of mountain or
hill land in connection with their holdings, ib. 4589-4603. 4637-4640-SAtisfactory
social condition in the hill-side districts, 3. 4613, 4614.

Evidence in strong approval of the maintenance of small holdings, witness supplying

ssundry detals as to their satisfactory cultivation and production and as to the thrifty and
prosperous condition of the occupiera or owners, 7. Jones 4697 et seq. '

Explanation that in Wales only 60 per cent. of the whole surface is accounted for in
the Agricultural Returns, Cragie 4981.

Variation in the value of land in Wales from a few pence to 2 sovereign per acre, the
selling price being about thirty years® purchase, G. Jones 9544-9548.

See also Cardiganshire,  Merionethshire, ~ Montgomeryshire.

Wantage, The Right Hon. Lord, E.C.B., V.C. (Analysis of his Evidence.}—Qwnership
by witness of land in Berkshire and Northamptonshire ; he farms largely and success-
fully in both counties, 1643, 164¢4 — Objection of the late Lord Overstone (from whom
witness and his wife inherit) to a system of allotments, 1645, 1646-~——Encouragement
of allotments and small holdings’ by witness ; large number of allotments upon his
estates, there being also some holders up to fifty acres, who are doing well, 1647-1651.
1654.

Varying practice of witness as to the provision of buildings on small holdings; economy
in their being erected by the cultivators, 1652-1654. 1745. 1807. 1830, 1831. 1881~
1883——No applications have been made to witness for the purchase of small holdings,
1655 Stipulation by witness as to allotment holders paying rent in advance; this s
not enforced, 1656. 1832. 1875-1878;

Result of witness’ experience that the old class of yeoman farmers have almost entirely
disappeared, their extinction being attributed by him to the operation of free trade;
belief that this class can never be revived, 1657-1663. 1834, 1835. 1968-1970——
Strong approval of a multiplicatiou of small landowners, facility and economy n the
transfer of land being essential for this purpose, 1665~-1668. 1746-1758. 1811-1817.

Explanations in detail respecting the constitution, objects, and operation of the Small
Farm and Labourers’ Land Company (of which witness is chairman) ; particnlars 'wuh
epecial refereuce to the Lamborne Estate of the company, the Cottenbam and Histon
Estate, and the Foxbam and Chippenham Estate, 1669 et seg.; 1818~1829. 1836 et seq.
—— Information as to the financial results ; average dividend of 3 per cent., 1672-1702.
1836-1840. 1887, 1888. 1950~1961— Very limited applications to the company for the
purchase of land, tenants, as a rule, preferring to hire; statement hereon as ta the terms
of purchase on the Lamborne and other estates; the arrangements as regarda cottages
and farm buildings, &c., 1677 et seq.; 1836 et seq.

Tmportance attached to ownership of small holdings as a great stimulus to improved
cultivation, 1705-1707. 1729-1731——Prejudicial effect of the facility of mortgaging in
leading to the diminution of small holdings, 1732~1734——Advantage in the smaller
holdings or allotments being taken by village artizans and tradesmen, who have other
occupations, 1735. 1905-1908. 1921-1924. ]

Tendency to a return of population from the towns to the country and to the recreation
of small holdings if there were additional facilities of purchase, 1736-1740. 1746-1754.
1886~~Opinion that a small cultivator will produce twice as much per acre on bis own
Tand as a large favmer produces, 1741, 1742. 1773-1785——Much more labour put into
the land when a man has a holding of his ewn than when he is hired, 1742-1744. 1778~
1785. 1042, 1943——Cheapness with which buildings are put up and repairs carried out
by small cultivators, 1745, 1789. 1802, 1803. .

Gradual migration for years past from the country to the towns, it being bighly expe-
dient to apply legislation for preventing any further depopulation of the country districts,
1746 et seq. ; 1860, 1867, 1965, 1966—— Entire inadequacy of voluntary efforis for the
sub-division of land among the poorer classes ; illustration in the case of witness’ company,
though its operation has been very salcftary, 1756. 1845-1847. 1850-1865~——1Instance
of the great want of simplification of title, 1757. :

Evidence n approval of State loans to local authorities or county councils, with a
view to the acquisition of land by the latter for sale to small cultivators as an experi-
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Wantage, The Right Hon. Lord, K.C.B., V.C. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

ment ; that is, provided the county rate and borough rate be liable for the risk, so that
the area of risk may be as large as possible, 1759-1772. 1808-1812. 1848, 1849. 1910,
1920—— [mmense value attached to a multiplication of small freeholds as increasing the
security of property, 1754. 1759. 1787. 1834——More profitable results from small than
fiom large holdings, 1778-1785. 1834. 1879, 1880. 1884, 1885. 1940-1949.

Suggestion that the holdings might be from about thirty to fifty acres, there being
considerable quantities of land suitable for sub-division, 1786-1796. 1806. 1884. 1921
Statement to the effect that on a holding of fifty acres all the required buildings
could be provided through the freeholder for about 1001.; 1797-1807. 1962 -1964
Equally good quality of the produce of small as of large farms, 1868-1870 — Profit-
able prdduction of milk and eggs on small as compared with large farms, 1871. 1926-
1931. 1945-1949 — Necessity of suitable land and convenient markets in order to grow
frmt at a profit, 1873, 1874.

Doubt as to the necessity of any further legislation in respect of compensation %0

tenants in the matter of fruit trees, buildings, &c., which thev have provided, 190og-1919
Frequent success of Scotchmen as small cultivators where Englishmen would fail,
1925.
. Belief that local authorities could raise loans and administer a system of small hold-
ings, with a profit of four or five per cent., 1956-1959. 1967——Question whether the
system of a perpetual quit-rent would be satisfagtory to small holders, 1972-1976~——
Doubt also as to the advantage of facilitating mortgage of the land as a means of
enabling tenants to provide the purchase money, 1977-1g81.

Warrack, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.)}—Explanations in detail of the terms upon
which witness purchased nineteen acres of land on the Lamborne Estate (Berkshire),
the provision of buildings, the mode of cultivation and amount of stock, and the satis=
factory results generally, the land being worked entirely by himself, 1082 et seg.

Former experience of witness upon a small farm in Aberdeenshire, where he was
badly used by the landlord, so that he resolved to work for himself in future if he could
obtan the land, 2051-2054. 2134-2136. 2230-2232 ——Belief that land in Aberdeen-
shire might smtably be cultivated by small holders, though the climate 1s not so good as
in Berkshire, 2227-2229. .

Waste and Uncultivated Lands. Very large area of waste and uncultivated land available
to be dealt with by the local authorities ; proposal that there be a commission of'inquiry
as to their extent, character, and fitness for reclamation, Collings 692~707. 815. 1054=
1064-~— Deprecation of the &onversion of waste or inferior land into small holdings,
Standring 3272-3275. 3302. 3322-3324 Strong opinion that any person should have
power to enter upon uncultivated lands for the purpose of cultivation on condition of
paying a fair price ; definition of the exemptions to be allowed, Dodd 5557-5581. 5609~
5620. 5716-5720. 5745. See also Dartmoor. Inclosures.

Wellingborough (Northampton). Acquisition by the Wellingborough Permanent Allot-
ment Association five years ago of a farm of 133 acres on lease, at a rent of 320l 55 3
year, which they have let out in plots of from ten poles to seven or eight acres, there
being about 200 holders, Gibbon 3534-3543. 3651 Information respecting the work-
ing of the foregoing arrangement and the very successful results achieved ; great increase
of production whilst the farm is worth about 1,000 Z. more than 1t was before sub-divi-
sion, . 3544-3554- 3595 3651-3659.

Total of about 500 acres of allotments and small holdings around Wellingborough
great boon if there were 5,000 ; Gibbons 3550-3555. 3597 et seg.——Large number of’
men in Wellingborough who could, utilise holdings up to thirty acies, ib. 3723-3726.

Westmoreland. Explanations respecting the large reduction in the number of small
holders in Westmoreland during the last 100 years ; several causes of this reduction, the
tendency having been against sub-division of the land, Punchard 6925-6937. 6952,
6953. 6985-7007. 7093, 70094. 7221-——Beneficial results on the whole from the conzoli-
dation of farms n the county, ib. 6938-6940. 6985-6994. 7135-7142. 7196=7200——
Absence of difficulty in letting large farms when they become vacant, ib. 6942.

Examination as to the general character of the farms and holdings; large extent to
which farms which were formerly arable have now become mainly Easturg, Punchard
6943~6967. 6978-6996. 7095 et seq. 5 7184-7189. 7218-7221 Absorption of small
hoidings in the county due to economic causes and not to legislation, . 6964, 6965.

Statement that, on the whole, the small farmers do as well as the larger ones; excep-
tionel cases, however, where the small holdings are as productive as large ones, Punchard
7081*-7083. 7124-7128. 7271 Instances n which small farms are held as adjuncts
to other employments, . 7086-7091 Information as to the rents per acre in the
county, #b. 7153-7158. 7274-7278.

See also Bective Estate. Inclosures, Number of Small Holdings.  * States-

men.”
Wilburton.
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Wilburton. Information as to the inclosure of the parish of Wilburton in 1847, nearly the
whole of the waste having been divided among the commoners as compensation, Pell
1199-1208. 1442-1450.

Wimpenny, George. (Analysis of his Evidence.}—~Qccupation by witness of a farm of
about seven acres of grass land at Delamere (Cheshire); he commenced with four
acres and a cow, and now has four cows, and owns about two-and-a-half acres, for
which hs paid 440 L, having borrowed some of the purchase money, 3366-3392. 3410~
3416. 3486-3488. 3501~ Explanation respecting the higher rents obtained for small
than for large holdings about Delamere: much greater demand for the former, 3:376—
3382. 3396-3400. 3423-3428. 3437-3442. 3461-3465. 3479-3485.

Satisfactory results in witness’ case, he being much better off than if he had continued
an agricultural labourer ; success also of the majority of the small holders in ‘the district,
3383-3395. 3417-3436° 3470-3478. 3486-3495— Entire approval of farm labourers
and nthers who bave saved some money being helped by the local authority to obtain
small holdings ; objection, however, to a system of loans out of the rates to men without
some capital, on account of the risk of loss, 3401-3409. 3437-3445- 3456-3460. 3493~
3511. 3519-3521— Conclusion adverse generally to compulsory powers in the matter
of small holdings, 3401-3409.

Profitable results from damson growing, but not from apples, 3447, 3448——Very
heavy tithes upon part of witness’ holding, 3449-3452——Absence of pauperism where
there are small holdings, 3453-3455—— Expenditure by witness on a building upon
some land rented by him: partial compensation received upon sale of the land, 3483-
3485. 3522-3526—— Adyantage if two large Crown farms at Delaniere were converted
into small farms upon which separate families could live, 3512-3518.

Y.

Yeomen. Result of witness’ experience that the old class of yeoman farmers have almost
entirely disappeared, their extinction being attributed by him to the operation of free
trade; belief that this class can never be revived, Lord Wantage 1657-1663. 1834,
1835. 1968-1971————Considerable reduction in the number of yeoman farmers, owning
from 100 to 300 acres; causes to which owing, Druce 7413-7416. 7578-7583—
Opipion adverse to any increase of the yeomen class, witness preferring the position of
tenant farmers, ib. 7578-7587.

Young, Arthur. Quotation of the views of Arthur Young as an authority against small
farms ; advantage attached by him to ownership, Druce 7497. 7611-7616. 7662-7688.
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