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NOTES AND NEWS3

Natives' Complaint Against' Indians

T is reported that at a meeting of 200
natives at a hall in Prince Edward
Street, Durban, resolutions were

passed against the Agent General for
" India that Indian traders “are pota
menace,” :
(1) "That this meeting views with
great alarm the position of Indian
trading. About 95 per cent of their
trade is supported by natives, while
.e 710t & single native has been employed
at a living wage as a clerk, book.
keeper, salesman, tailor, printer or
carpenter, - -
(2) “That this meeting wishes to
plice on record for future action that
itis now time the authorities de.
crensed the number of these licences
n rueal and urban areas, because ag
soon as they make enough money they
send it 1o India,” '
We have nlways advocated the cause
of the Natives in these columns and have
never consciously failed to criticise any
unjust action against them. We fully
realise that they are the sons of the soil
ind have a claim on this country more
thin any other race that has come from
butside, If they have a just complaint
hgainst Indians we would certainly not
hesitate to bring our own countrymen
1o book, But Fu the present instance
Rlie Nutives resposible for having passed
the ubove resolutions, we feel, have been
jutsguided.  All  fairminded Natives
\\gll, we have no doubt, admit and the
Lave in fact admitted that their deat
ings with Indians have been far better
lan with Europeans, We know too
hat Indinns have never refused them
‘lien they have gone to their doors for
ny public collections, It is entirely
roug to say that not a single native
as been employed at a living wage as
salesman, tailor,
Natives are em-

L clerk, bookkeeper,
Eriulcr, or carpenter,
lloyed by Indians in various trades in
hich they have been found eflicient.
Me can assure the Natives that they will

tdways find Indians to be their best
ricndsand that Indians will be the
st to be an impediment to their ad.
ancenent,

o8t Spray Pumps

We are asked to bring to the notice of
ndian and native smaﬁ plot holders in
ke Inanda area who were given spray
Amps that some of them were not re-
urued at  the close of the last anti.
bcust campaign.  Anyone stil| having
hem in their possession are requested to
turn same  to the magistrate’s oftice
Cerulam, without delay.
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CRAVING FOR TITLES

HE conferring of the title of Khag
Bahadur on Mr, Hajee Cassim
Adam, the well.known Indian

merchant of Pretoria, by the Viceroy of
India has created a great deal of sensa.
tion among the Indian community and
has aroused the curiosity of many Euro.
peans throughout South Africa For
it is for the first time in the history of
Indians in this sub.continent that such a
thing has happened.

Of course Mr. Hajee Cassim Atam' has .

accepted the title and it must be taken
for granted therefore that he feels highly
honoured. All honour to him. But we

have grave doubts whether ' this stepon .

the part of the Government of India -is”

going to elevate the Indian community -
of South Africa or demoralise it. There -
is a greater risk of the latter happening. .

A craving for titles has been one of the
characteristics of Indians. ]
not be far. wrong in saying that the

number of title holders in India exceeds

thatin any other part of the world.
That is a proof? that Indians have a
weakoess for them, The tide has how-
ever turned within the past few years
and whatever value the titles may ‘have
for the titleholders in India - they are
hardI{_ of any worth to the general pub.
lic,

that they have a leaning more towards:
the government by whom sueh titles
have been conferred than towards their
own people. On the other hand those
who are for the people and have dedi.
cated their lives to the service of their

people have not been over inclined to ,

accept the titles conferred on. them
.and  in  many - cases such titles
have been renounced. Ia the ‘cir.

cumstances it has come as a shockip
surprise to many that the title of Khan
Bahadur should have been conferred on
Mr. Hajee Cassim Adam and that he
should have accepted it,

There are some who hold the view
that this is an honour done to the Indian
community and that it will be an impe.
tus to others to do charitable work, We
do not quite agree with this view. The
best title a person can win is from the
peaple he serves, A title bestowed by the

vernment will be a mere ornament

and will avail him nothing if he has not
the confidence of the people. And how
Is this title going to help either our com.

We would -

he publi~ does not hold titlehold.
ers in high esteein for the simple reason ..

unity or Mr, Hajee Cassim Adam?

- Wiil the community be saved of all the

harsh laws against it or will his titie
enable Mr. Hajee Cassim Adam to -live
and move about In the Union any. better
than his other brethren? Nothing of

the sort. His title will improve neither
his own status nor thatof his breth..
ren. ' Moreover a title coming from the
Government of India is eatirely out . of
place in the Union of South. Africa, if
we claim, as we do, to be South Afri-
cams. The services of Indians in ‘South

~ Africa should primarily be recognised by -
- the Government and the people of South

Africa. “That the Government of India-
should put themselves out to ‘recognise
the services of a South African Indian is
a little surprising.. We might note here
that the Union House of Assembly passed

2 resolution in 1925 ‘fequesting His

Majesty not fo Confer titles on” South

' Africans  Qrie wondees how ‘the Union.

Government has reconéiled itself with
the conferring of this titleon a South
African” Indian, e

Frankly speaking we. do not think
much of the title of Khan Bahadur con. -
ferred on Mr. Hajee Cassim Adam. We

‘feel a little suspicious about . such

titles,” Moreover Mr,. Hajee - Cassim

Adam bappens to bethe ‘president’
of -the Congress which is affiliated
to the ‘Indian National : Congiess -

which advocates remunciation of titles. -
Mr. Hajee Cassim Adam's ‘acceptance of
the title is therefore somewnat inconsis

tent with the principles of the Congress.
The noble examples of Dr. Rabindranath:
Tagore and many other illustrious sons

" of India who renounced their titles are
~ before us which we could weil emulate,

We haveno doubt Mr. Hajee Cassim
Adam’s services would have been recog. - -
nised just as much by those. whom he
professes serve even without his becom.
ing a Khan Babadur and would have
won their esteem both here and jn
India, we be:ieve, much more had he re- U
fused to accept the title. We can only
hope that Indians in South Africa’may
not fall a prey to this new temptation;
the result of which might be far more
disastrous than we can imagine,



26

INDIAN OPINION.

‘January 25th, 1935

GENERAL HERTZOGS PROPOSED LEGISLATlOl\
NATIVE AND INDIAN DRIVERS TO GO |

ENERAL Hertzog's threatened at-
tack on Native chauffeurs employ-

. ed to drive’ Europeans and on
drivers of motorlorries and N tive lift
‘men is to be launched in Parliament
during the present session says the
Mercury’s LCape, Town  correspondent
Action is to be taken through the Mini
mum Wage Bill which has not yet veen
published, though several of its major

provisions have already been more or

less accurately forecast

The Bill will empower the \tinister to
prescribe a2 minimum wages of upto Is.
. per hour, which shall be payable to em-

ployees in various occupations. Among’

‘the occupations specified in the measure
are “driving or ‘operating .mechanically

. propelled vehicles except tliose used ex.

clusively for the transport of Indians or
Natives.” " This, it is felt, will effective.
ly stop the-employment of Native chauf
feurs by European owners of private
cars and will ensure that in the future
Europeans will deve delivery vans and
lorries for European firms.

- The wages of a chauffeur work-
ing only a maximum of nine hours
- aday will be in future from £10
"to £15 permonth and it is felt that
no private owner of a motorcar w.ll
_cire to'pay that to a Native or
. Indian. In fact, the great majority
‘of car owners will be unable to_

~ afford a chauffeur at all. '
The measure is bound to raise a storm.
The Government will justify "its' action
on-the grounds that .{atives will be left
to driye Natives and that Europeans
must drive Europoans, but there are

v

other considerations which can scarcely -

"be overlooked. Itis doubtful whether
the empldyment of a small handful of
Europeans in the place of the much

» larger number of Natives likely to be .

dismissed will be worth the recentment
which will be created in the- mmds of
the Native cominunity.

The Minimum Wage Bill will prob.
ably beintroduced to Parliament during
the week. There is no intention-at

. present of referring it to. the Select

Committee:: °

Occupatiuns

_ The minimum wage will apply among
other things to
Persons operating power-driven mac.
"hinéry and/or pneumatic or electric tools
‘and including acetylene welding and/or
cutting, unless performed underground.
" Persons attending to ' locomotives’
engines. or boilers, unless in use under-
gronnd
Persons operatmg elevators, lifts and
hoists
Persons sharpening drills, -
Persons baking bread and making

confectionary,

Persons engaged in such branches or
sections of unskilled labour unless per-
formed underground as the Minister may
determine.

In several of these avenues of employ-
ment the effect of the measure will be

toremove Natives and replace them
with Europeans.

For instance’ it is expected that
Native or Indian liftmen will dis-
appear a d the Minister is to have
the power to apply the minimum
wage to any other industry or em-

« ployment in which he feels that
more Europeans ouzh: to be em-
ployed.

. There are, of course, excellent aspects of

the Bill. For instance, itis felt that
many employers in the baking industry

are exploiting cheap labour to undercut -
_rivals who adhere to high standards of

hygiene [Ia certaia sections of the
sugar” industry, where more Europeans
_ought reasonabiy to be employed, itis
felt that the minimum wage is definitely
called for. .
“Hours of work in employments to
which the Bi',ll is to apply will be limi.
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!
ted to nine per day or 50 per weck arh
provision is to be made for overtime
be paid at the rate of one and a quart;
times normal rates,

The Bill will embrace all employey,
including municipalities, but farmin
operations are to be sxempted, as ali
Government undertakings. .
. Iam informed on the best of authu:
ity that the provisions of the Bill w:
not be enforced wholesale. Before a.
of the specified undertakings are brouy;
within the scope of the minimum way
it is the Government's intention to
ceive and consider objections. Alrea.
certain objections have been misu
Industrialists are concerned with U
probable _ellects of the Bill in raisi
costs of production in a number
undertakings.

The Bill cannot be condemned hot
bolus, for it hasa number of sot

- objects, but it is a great pity that t

~measure should have, been allowed
“cut’ so directly across the Native qu
tion in & manner likely to provoke
sentment in the Native mind, [
greater tact and discretion should hi
been exercised.

ADDRESS TO MAULANA ABDUL ALEE

The followmg is the text of the addreaa
presented by the Muslim. commanity

_to His Holiness Hazrut - ul - fazll,

Al- Ajal, Hajee, Hafiz, Quarl, Hakim,
Moulsna Shkah Mohammed Abdual Aleem
_Siddigni, B. A, Al- Quadari. Chishi,
Idrisi, Naqehbandi, ete. Meerat City,

India:—

May it please Your Holinesa,

We, the undersigned, representing the
Muglim comunity, beg leave to place on
record the invalnable service readered by

- you during your short edjourn amidst us-

It is rarely indeed that we in this
far-lung oontinent have the happiness
and honour of having smong us such a
distinguished and learned son of Ilslam
a6 yon, Sir, have proved yourseif to be, by
your eloquent exposition of the religion
of Allah. The broad and sympathetio

- outlook which has obaracterised all your

puablic utterances in this ceuntry has to
some extent removed the present state of

drowsineas, lassitnde and indifferenoe,
and has infased a cucrent of life into the
sluggish veins of the yoath of Islam, and
have gtirred them to taks a worthy part
in this game of lite. Ever since you have
put yonr foot on the shores of South
Africa, in spite of your illhealth, you
have, Blr, eloquently proved to all the
races inhabiting this lsnd that Islam
which has exhorted the admiration of

Goethe and the applause of Gibbon. ;
religion which is steadily miking hew
way in Asis, the religlon which is m.
ing sare advance in Earope to.day.
certainly not a religion inconslstant w-
modern ¢altare or at variance with !
apirit of age, and that mission of Isl
is to elevate hamanity. Althongh y:
departare from nsls of & heart- renl
nature, we realise the immence imp-
anoce of the mored miselon’ you areab:
to embark upon to the far-off conntry
Japan in which we wish you unqaoali!
success, and we humbly pray that
Almighty Allah may bestow health &
sirength upon you to carry out the »:
imposed daties, without soy mater
galn to you. Amen.

) We beg to remaln,

Your bumble admirers and 'broth
in-Faith,

Hajee E. M. Parak, Hajes M. A K.
rim, O. M. Anglis, M. E. Balem:
Hajes E, I. Haffojee, Hajee M, A. M
ala, Hajee Omardeen, 8. L. Rawal, E
Timol, Mahomed Ebrahim, L 8. Vaw'
Mahsmed Adam, M. E. Lokbat. Ha oY)
H. Kezi, A.K E.Bux, A. M. Laon
Tayob Bacoor, Goolam Babib, Hajex
Kathrads, A.R. Hassim, M. 8. Khar:
Hsjee Sayed Fakroodeen, Tsmasil Gora:

Durban 10th January 1835.
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PRESENTATION TO KUNWAR " ; |

ADDRESS INSCRIBED ON SILVER ‘SALVER
RHODES'S POLICY ADVOCATED -

HE Mayor, Dr. 8, Copley and many
Earopeans and Indians were the
guesls of the Nalal Indian Congress

ut 8 furowell “at home” fo the Town Hall
Inst Saturday altornoon to the Kanwar and
Kuanwarani 8ir Maharaj and Lady Maharaf

Singh. Mr. J. W. Godfrey presided and .

Mr. E. M. Parok, the vice-president of the
Congress garlanded the Kanwar and the
Mayor and presented bogaets to the Kun-
warani, the Mayoress and Bir Maharaj's
two sons. An address was presented on
belialf of the Bouth Atrican Indian Con-
#ress and 8 ounleen ol catlery from the
Natal brunch of the Oongress. Konwar
8ir Mabara) Bingh in the course of his
speoch pleaded for tha application of Qeoll
John Rhodes's policy of equal rights for
every olvilised man South of the Zambesl,
{n regard to tbe Boath African Indiar. He
roforred to the lack of a definite Indian
polisy in Bouth Afriea.
felt,” the Kunwar sald, “that there s no
Indian polioy in this conntry. I have never
heard of it if thers wae cne. Ia not it
time that 1t should be made clear that the
Indiun isw potential oitizen and given
within the oourae of time the righwe of
cltizenship? It is not only my opinion,
but one who I8 revered by South Africa,
Ceoll John Rhodes, who declared long
bofore he died the polioy of oftizenship

“I have often .

. prevail.”

per cent. of the Indisn was born in this
coontry. A solation might be found to

the problem in the removal of the Provin-

cial barriers.

' Co-operation

His task gaid the Kanwar, was pot
withont difficalties: Bome looked upon
the Agenoy as an ioterference and an
incombus that shonld be removed. But

with the cp-operation of both Earopean .
and Indian he could go away with the

feeling that he had been able to do some-
thing for bis people in Soath Africa. The

Konwar procerded to refer to the expan- -

sion of Indian edaocation and to the other
bonefita that had been secured duaring the

perlod he was in office as Agent. Mugch

had been poasible throngh the assistance
of General Smuts, who had admitted to-
bim that the Indian question was no long-
er b firat clasa Parly political question as
it was 10 or 15 years ago. In the Ministor
of the Interior, Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, they
bad a maa not oaly liberal in spirit bat

aleo Iiberal in action. 'In ernoclugion’ the -

Koowar thanked Congrasa for its tribates

and charmiog address. He would leave
“The Todiax cause -

behind this message; -
in Sonth Africa is righteons and -it' maust
It was obvious that the Kan:
warani was deeply moved when it came

and the Mayoress, the address on a beanti-

fal ailver salver was read by the secretary, -
and presented by the Mayoress on bshalf

of the Agsociation; The Mayoress add

aceoraplished. She thanked the women

of both races for their op-operation aund -

emphasized the need for .the education of

- ressed the meeting and-paid a high tribute -
to the work doaoe by the Kunwaranl. The °

- Kunwarani was deeply moved and refused
to acoept credit for. all that had.bheen .

the girls in 'ordar'-foj continue -the work.

which she had started. ‘The -Kunwaraai
-promised to fly back to Soath Africa in

the near fatare. Other speakers wers Mra,.

D. Strachan (President N. C. W.) Mra,

Robson Pearce, Mra. S, Rastomjes, Mra."

~ Jhaveri, Mrs. Seedat, Mrs, Nundoo, Mra,
" B. M. Patel, Mra, R. B. Chetty, Mrs. 810k--

deo, Mre. Snndram, Mre.: Watts (Red .

Cross), Mra.-R. P, Singh, Misses A. Acatt

" Parmisir, E, Naidoo, Mrs. “Veerasami -

(Kimberley), and Councillor Mra, Shirley .
(Maritzburg). A ‘vote of thaoks by. Mrs. -

J. Lawrenes, ssconded by Mrs . E, Singh,

terminated the proceedings. Among thoge.:

prasent were: Mrs. O. Biedls, Mra. and =

Miss Bonamong, Miss F. S, Blatter, Miss
J. Acatt, Mre. and Miss M. Whiteatt and _

friends, Mra. Gordon Parkes, Mies Cottam,”

Madame Dana, Mra. Parker, Mrs, Satchell,. .

-

to her turn to reply in scknowldgement Mise Northern, Miss van Lingen, l!_‘Iiss B. .

rights for every olvilisead man Bouth of to the tribntes that were paid to her - Larner andseveral others. - - -

Y

the Zambesl. I'ssk the Guvernmeut of
the Union to set this up as 8 standard to
be looked up to.,”

Dominion Status

“@ive the Indian hops and all will be
well,” the Kunwar deolared. Remembor
this, that my countey is shortly to seoars
Dowminion Statns, aud nothing can stop it
unless there is disaaion among ourselves
It ia not fa the tuterests of Soath Atrios
to have an unlriendly Iadia, and there i
uothing to estrange [ndia 8o magh as the
treatment of Indians within the British

* Empire. I s a belisver in the British
Oommonweslth and it is fu the interest of
India to remaln within it. Even hin
Majesty the King recently referred to
Iadla asa member of ouns family, “Ia
the Indian recognised as & member of the
one family by thoss who rightly claim to
huve British conaeotion? I have mst
saores of Enropeans and found that the

. heart of Sonth Atrioa ia sound; it is only
ignorance that begets p-ejodics and that
weo have a racial problem ™ The Iadian,
proceeded the Kanwar, was not a menage
to Natal. Atone time the Indian had
exceeded the Eunropsans, hut now the
Eurspean outanmbered the [ndian by
20,000. Was not the Indian in Natal the
prodact of the Buropean? In Natal 85

servioes on her efforts for the npliftment

of the Indian women of this couniry. She .
- thanked' both Earnpeauns -and Indian

wome 1 who had responded to her appeal,

for without their support, she said, she

could not have done anything. Eulogistio

references were made to the work of the

Kanwar and the Kunwarani .in this

country on behalf of their people and .
bringing together on more friendly terms -

Enropesus and Indiaas,. Among _the
spoakers were The Mayor, Dr. S. Copley,
Messrs. H, Wodson, A. L Kajaas, Maariee
Webb, Swami Bhawani' Dayal,” 0. H, A.
Jhaverl, Councillor Mra. Shirley of
Marltzbarg and J. W, Godfrey of the
Natal Indian Congress. o

"Presentation to Kunwarani

The Durban Indisn Women's Assoeia-
tion mot on Jacnary 17 to bid farowell to
their President, Eaawarani Lady Maharaj
Bingh, in the M. E. Gandhi L brary..
The hall was packed to its utmost papacity

by Indian and Earopera womac. The .
- Mayoress, M. S. Copley, prasided over

the gathering Mrs. S. Moodaly, one of
the vice-prasidents, waloomad the Mayar-
88 and the work of the Assooiation,
Measages from various frisads and well-

wishers were read by the ascretary. After

bouquets were presented to the Kanwarani

Lakhi ' Pavilion A!f,hGré;)rtdiv:ti -

A large. gathering asssmbied at the gite -

the new: Lakhi Pavilion, the oaremony

being performsd by the Kanwar.. The -
Mayor, Countillor H- N, Jones introduced -
the distingnished guests, He also spoke

of the magnanimous gift made- by Mr,

Lakhi ,who, not conteut with donating two | .
acres of land for the ‘nae of a- Enropean
' 8ports geound, had agumented the gift

* of the new sparts ground, on Jaonary 15, -
' whea the Ageat-Goneral for the Govern: .
ment of India, Knawar Sir Maharaj Singh, ~
and Lady Singh were the gueats of hononr
at the laying of the fouadation stone; of °

by exoressing a desire to ersct a pavilion *

on the gite. My, Lakhi made the pragent-
atioa of the ground ‘to the-town, after

- which the Knawar adirassed the gather-

ing, tonching on the value ‘of sport ag

being & means of bringing the two races
‘more clogely togather. He threw wuta

- . suggestion that friendly mat¢hes be arran-

ged between the Earopean aud Indian.

communities, which wounld g2 a long -

way towards oreating a- better 8pirit.
of goodwill,  Mr. Behrmann, the
Magiatrate, spoke of the popularity and

"high repuatation. enjoyed by the dopor.

Mr. lE_'. J. Nel, ex-South African ragby
-capiain, on' behalf of the erigket and

ragby olabs of the town, expreesed

appreciation of the gift.
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SOUTH AFRICAN NEWS IN BRIEF

Natal Education Department

ACILITIES fcr post-primary edoca-
tion will be granted according to
the advertisetnent of the Edacation

Depaatment at the York Road Govern-
ment Indian School, Pietermaritzbarg,
from Jauuary 29, 1935. Girl popils will
no longer attend in Siavdards 1V, V, and
VI, at the York Road School but will
proceed to the new Indian Girls’ School
that will he opened in the H.Y.M.A.
Building, bat Indian girls who have pags-

. ad the Standard S8ix Continuation Certi-
ficate and wish to proceed to post-primary
education will, howsver, attend at York
Road., Fees for Standard VII. will be:—
Boys, 7s. 6d. per month: Girls, 2s. 6d. per
month.

~ Anpother wiveriisernent states that a
new primary schoul for {ndiin Qirle will
be opened on January 29, 1935, in the
H.Y,M.A. Boilding, Church Street,
Pietemaritzburg; it will be in charge of
a Earopean staff and the curriculum will
cover Standards IV, V, and VL

Acting Ageni-Gemeral

Mr.C.F.V.Willif?mF, who i8 now Aecting
Agent-General to the QGovernment of
India in South Africa, left Darban for
Capetown via Johannesburg on , Monday.
He will be in Capetown for the Parlia-
mentary Session, but will return to
.Durban next month t7 meet the new
Agent-General, Mr. Syed Raza Ali

Five Governors Confer At Entebbe

East African Defence was discussed at
a conference attended by the Governors of
Kenysa, Uganda, Tanganyika, Nyasaland
and Northern Rbhodesia, held at Entebbe.
~ Theconference also discussed the ex-.
pansion of the Empire air services an-
noanced in the House of Commons last
month, The Conference I8 being im-
mediately constituted into an East Afri-
can transport policy board., whose fanc-
tions will be o advise the Colonial Office
on all rail’ road, air, water and teansport
questions, with a view t> the promotion
of East African elliciency, co-operation
and economy. A meeting between the
railway heads of Kenya and Tanganyika
has been fixed to take place at Nairobi.

Indian Housing Loans

The Fiuance Committee of tha Darbag
Town Council was favourably disposed
towards the amendment suggested that
the Municipality call for puablio tenders
for the erection of dwellinge erected for
Indians ander the Mancipal housing loan
schemes. It was also agresd that Indians
should be given the privilege of choosing
the dwelling they dJdesired from stook
plans held by the Borough Kogineer, If
a nnmber ohoss the same typa of housge,
thon tbe tenders might be lower than in
the case of slngle quotations and so the

Indians wounld benefit. It was also pro.
posed that Indiane be given the opport-
unity of snbmittigg their own designs,
which would probably be aceepted, if
approved by the Borough Eiglueer,
Farther it was suggested that the Bor-
ough Engineer should ba responsible for
inviting public tenders for the erection
of the houses at least once a wonth. [t
is farther reported that the Finance Com-
mittee will discues the matter again at ite
next meeting, when it is likely that the
above recommendatione will ba adopted.

The Lale Mr. S. T. Ramsay

The late Mr, 8. T. Ramsay died at the
Addington Haspital on Janunary 3, 1935,
and the fanerat took place the following
day. The late Mr. Rameay was a mem-
ber of Indian Bearer Corps and wus 44
years old. He served nearly 3 years and
was discharged with excellent ¢ou-luot as
¢ sergeant. He was 8 member of the St.
John’s Ambulance. Commil'ee member
of the Indian Printers Union, and was
employed by the Roberts Printing Worke
for nearly 15 years. He held the otfice
of the Vice-President of the Pirate Cricket
QOlub;Hon- Life Vice-President of the
Mayville Football Club, and was a keen
goceer player and sportsman. Wreaths
were sont by Father und Brothoers, Messrs
P. Kullen and family, Murgan nnd
family (Clairwood), M. Y. Moodley and
family, A. Johun Peter, V. 8. Vadival and
family, Perisamy JBnd Soobramoney,
Roberts Printing Works and Staff, Hunt,
Leuchers and Hepburn Ltd., (lndisn
8taff) T. C. Govender Bris, and ssveral
others without names.

Offer Of Ward At Grey's

It is reported that Me M. E.
Lakhi, of Greytown, has ducided to give
£1,000 o £1,250 for the erection of a
goparate ward for [adians at the QGruy,s
Hoapital, Maritzbarg, Me. Likhi attach-
ed two conditions to the gift. The first
was that the ward shonli be pamed the
Lakhi - Ward; and, secondly, the
Govern-ment sboald give a similur
amonnt. Speaking on the Indian trader,
at the same mr~eling the Agent-
General said that onc wonld have thooght
from all that was said that he monopolis-
ed the trade of Natal, Figures complied
by the Union Government and appearing

in it year books showed that this was
not the position.  The ludian trader dealt
Inrgely in piecogoods, procery und pro-
duce. How mauy hudisug were chemiaty,
hotelkeepers, engineers, chartered  #o-
counntants, wechanics, hardware mer-
chants or munufacturers among  lndians
in Natal? "I am convineed that, in
ocomparison  with the total voinwe of
Renersl trade the Indian trade wonld be
abeut 15 per oent, wild the Kunwar,

Indian School For Nigel

The Nigel Government Schoul opuned
and over 50 children from the Asiatic
Bagauwr were registered.  The olleial
opening ceremony wea perfornied by the
Mayor of Nigel, Mr. A. W. P. Charlers.
In congratalating the school eommitten
on the euccess of their efforts, Mr.
Charters said that special praise was duo
to Mr P. R. Samy, the bon. seorstary,
who had been instrumental in gollecting
the necessary funds for the new building.
He hoped that the school wonld prove
sunccessful nnd that in the near futnre it
wouald be rebuilt on a much lnrger svale.

. He gave £5/5/- towards the annual prize-

giving fand. Dr. Willinmeen Godfroy’ of
Johannesbury, who wus nccompanied by
Mre. Godfroy, presided at the coromony.
Short addresses were given by the Ruy.
Bernard Bigamonoy, Mr. Saimy and the
hon. treusurar, Mr. Kaloojanoo, who
thanked the Muyor and thosoe present for
thoir interest in tho school und for the
gifta that had been receivad, inoluding an
annual contribution of £)/3/- for & por-
iod of five years by the trustoes of the
Godfrey's Trust, of Durban. It is the
intention of the commniittes to recommend
the appointment of Mr. A. Ishinnil, of
Worcester, who holds the firat olass dip-
loma of the Arabian University, us
principal of the sohool, nnd in the meun-
time Mr N. Williams hius besn appointed
as acting prinocipal,

WEDDINGS

The Bogagement of Miss, Awmirthug
Thanabaikium daughter of the late Mr.
H. Krishnawamy (Fatty) and sistor of Mr,
K. Nuranvamy, i announced to tako
place on Sunday next 27th inatant with
Mr. K. Qovindsemy Maoodley won of the
late Mr. V. Krishnovany Moolloy of
Johannesbury, The wo lding will tuko
place on Buaday Febenary 3, 1935 at the
Grand Bio Hall, Savsntssnth  3:raal,
Vreededorp, Johannesbury.

3 s

The marrisge of Krishuumamy (Ganan)
gon of Mr. and Mrs. 8. A, V. Nuidoo of
Westville with Mins Vijuyarathina Amall
dangliter of Mr, and Mra. @, N, Naidoo
of Eaperanzs will take place on  Hunday

the 27th Jannary 1WID ar the Bride-
groow’s rusidence ovposite thy  Post
Oflice Westville.  Nuptial  (aremony

hetween G-43 to 7-55 w.m. Singing concert
Satorday night.
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LIBERALS TOO DECLINE
THE OFFER
“NOT AN ATOM OF CO-OPERATION”

OW [ar remote from the realities of
‘the  Indian situation  are the
assumptions of the British autho.

ritirs was proved Ly the delibratons of
ihe Liberal Federation at its Aonual
session . Porna, Sir Samuel Hoare
boasted in Parliiment that the Reforms
Scheme was hoamnd to succeed. But the
Federation's resolutions and the Rt Hon.
Srinivasa Sastri‘s speech thercon have
falsified that claimn  Mr Sastri has sum.
moned courage enough to proclaim that
e would net offer an atom  of co-oper-
ntion in support of the so-called reforms.

Resolution

“The Federation is convineed that any
ronstitution based on the lines of the
J. P.C, Report will he wholly unaccept-
able to all shades of Indian political
opinion and will far from allaying, very
much intensily the pacsent deep politi
cal discontent in the country, This
Federation, therefore, does not want
any  legislmion based on the Select
Committee’s Report,”

Mr. Sastri’s Speech
It has heen said our title to distinetion
and glory 1s owing to our readiness to
co oprrate ot all events  Are we also
invited to co.operate in the denial or
refusnl of Dominion Status for India?
We may he chronic ro operators, but T

do not think we shall go thus far. Are

Our Rhadesia Letter

we asked to give our co operation to
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come he receieved in Bulawayo 20 years
ago when he came as Resident Commis. '
joner, and the friendship which bad en -
dured through those years. “And then™
he continued, “I thank particularly, also.

- the Indian community for. the honour °

they have shown in garlanding me.

* And one who has served in the East, as
. I have, ynows that that is the greatest

compliment that Eastern people bestow

"on those whom they desire to honour.”

He and Lady Staniey had a fairly full

enact this constitution, riddled through  programme duriog their stay in Bula.:

with sufeguards? Js that the kind of
co-nperation that is asked of us? tdo
not think that this meeting will go that

" length of co.operation ? - I ask what is
* the return we get for our co.operation?

If this Federation gave its full co oper.
ation in the enactment of this constitut.
tion, it will be a phenomenon in the
political history of the world, unparal.
leled and unprecedented  No, .it is
impossible for the Liberal Party to give
an atom of co.operation. Co operation
with friends that wish well of us will -

be worth the while, but co-operation- -

with those who have displayed their- ut.’
most distrust of us, who do not care
for our views and demands and who
enact a constitution in utter disregard
of our wishes, what is co.operation with
them, Iask? I would call -it suicide,.
That is what we are asked to-do, there-
may be many. who may be willing to
co operate but not the Liberal Party”

Ahmedab d Labour Dispute,

The general publ}c bave been -vgatbh_-

ing the protracted course of negotations

between the Ahmedabad Millowner's
Association and the Labour Union ‘and
the threatened rupture between the two -
cannot but arose keen and widespt%ad' _
regret. Ifa final breakdown does. un. -
fortunately take place, public support .
will be entirely for the labourers. -

.
- . o

Vo .

' BULAWAYO WELCOMES .

THE GOVERNOR AND LADY STANLEY "

HE" new Governor of Southern
Rhudesia,  Sir  Herbert Stanley,
G.C. M G, and Lady Slanlt:,y

were welcomed  on their arrival to
Butawayo by a large nunmber of represen.
tative citizens of the town. Thev were
accompanicd by  Miss Jane Sl'anle\',
Mastcr Hugh Stanley and Miss P, Monr‘e,
Capt. L. Holbeeh, DS O, M. CLAD.C,
and Mr C P. Forder, secretary to the
Governor,

Alter lown:people  were presented
Lady Stanley and the new Colony Com,
missionet of Girl Guides, inspccl-cd the
Guides puard of honour, Nearly 40060
peopde had gathered at the Rhedes
Statue; where the Olicial welcome took

_place. Herce the Governor, in full ugi-

form, was accorded the royal salute by
the pipe band, and after inspecting the

military guard of honour he and Lady -

Stanley were conducted by the Mayor
and Mayoress to the pavilion on the
north side of the statue. Bouquets were
presented to Lady Stanley and the Mayor. ~
ess by two girls, and the town’s illumin- _
ated address was read by the Town
Cletk  Sir Herbert Stanley was then
gatlanded by the representatives of the
British Indian Association.

The Governor in reply, =aid, “Ttis
indeed a very great p easure that 1 find
myself back in Bulawayo among my old
friends” and recalled the warm wel. -

from Gwelo.

wayo, and they would take pleasure in
seeing things and noticing the progress
which had been made since he first came -
tolive in the country.. | - :

A Suicide - .
" A Kathiawar ‘Indian Samjee Laljee '
hung himself on a tree;. his bolly was
brought to Bulawayo on January 15:
and was cremated at the Bulawayo -
Cemetry. The deceased was 70 years -
old and a pioneer of Rhodesia, and hada’
store in Gwelo.~ Owing to financial -
worries -he .closed his shop leaving .a "
note behind. Two days after -his dis. -
appearance, the police were informed
who opened the shop, and search” weré
made when bis body was found 3 miles
He leaves 3 'sons,. wife -

LR

and daughter. =~ - Lk

' . A Business. Trip* « .
M: S, Puri from Congo has arfived in" -
Bulawayo and will stay a few days>be. -

fore going to Cape Town.:: Mr Puri hds -

business in Ndola and Congo. = - _
-~ CORRESPONDENCE. -
A: P.S. Accourt Questioned . =
* Sif,—Mr. B. B. Singh writes of shocks™
being received by me, * but 1can saiely
assure my learned friend that having -
served the community -in my humble
capacity, nothing can be more shocking
than to-read of articles from critics who- -
sit on the fence and do pothing practeal-
but create conti ovérsia_l topics. . All the
donors and the Societies were - provided
with the full statement and up to now
no complaints héve been made, .Coming
to the qnestion of,crockeries, - Pundit

- Anandpriyajee gave them t_d .the Surat

Hindu Association, who in turn promis-

'~ ed to hand them over to Aryan Benevo.

lent Home. Isaw the secretary Mi. D.
K. Patel on three occasions, and" he -
stated that as soon as the afticles were -
summarised he would hand them over, _
and this was done fortnight Saturday. -
Lcan see of nothing that required put-
ting right as suggested, hut can again -
assure the writer that there is ample
scope for his energies in real and practi-
cal public work, - T
- D.G. Satya Deva
(This  correspondence. is now
closed—Ed, 1.0) : :
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UNIQUENESS OF THE RAMAYANA

IKE the Bharata, the Bhagavad Gita,
~ the Book of Job, and many other,
the Ramayana is an algebraical ex-
presgion a8 it were of the world drama
thut i8 enacted on every plane during a
day of Brahama. Elee, how are we to
account for the fact that the very same
Rama, alter Sita was torn away from his
side, was comparatively weak, despondent
anverved and had to seek the aisistance
of Sugriva and his seventy-two milliards
of menkeys to help him in fightimg Rav-
apa. He bad a bard terk to go throngh
durirg 8 daye and nights of cenreless un-
tiring dread baitle with Ravana before
he slew him. Again he bad used the
gervices of the car and driver. Matali
tbat Indra sent him on that oceasion.
Farther bad to clothe himself in the ma-
gic armour of the Aditsa Hridaya that
Maharsbi Agastya forged for him and
even with all this paraphernalin at the
sight of Ravana’s heads ppringing up
like a Jack in the bux 28 often sm they
were served, Matali had to remind him
to 6hoot the utmost powerful Astra of
the Fashioner of the Worlds and all this
simply becamee Sita was hot wilth him.
8o she ought to have kpown the coming
events irrespective of whethe, they cast
their shadows before or not. Ove can-
not otherwisge explain her elrange and
indelicate obstinacy in her resolve to Ro
wilh Rema though Le tried his brst to
‘prevent it, Sheoffers him the greatest
insnht that a woman could offer a man;
and that map, her hasband, her lover, a
prince, and the foremost hero of the time.
“Alas! my fatber, Janska } rides himaelf
on ruling over Mithila and the millions
of men, women and children in it. He
guides their destinies; he ia the dispenser
of joy and sorrow to them. Yet Lcheld
. how he has provided for the danghter of
hig heart! Dtterly delnded and faecinsted
by your guperficial excellences, he tock
not the necessary steps to acquaint him.
8elf with the details ub.ut yom that are
abeolutely «seential before choosing sou
for a hosband to that girl. It was left
for me to ind ont when too late that his
ehoice fell upon one who was not a man
but frail weak trembling woman in the
guise of 8 man—a veritable wolf ina
sheep’s olothing. Else you would never
have thought of refusing” to take with
you your loving wife who bas no house
no home, no shelter, no refuge butin the
sbadow of your right srm that fetched
him. Bita wes burning to go with Rama;
she knew better that without her the
fature wonld te a blank and the por-
poee of the Lord in coming down among
men wonld be wrecked. o
Vali would bave beena hilch in the
working cut of the play. Were hLe alive,
his lightest word would bsve been
enough to make Ravana render back Sita
with profound epolegics srd ‘1k¢n 1he
major part of the Ramayana would have
been blotied ont of evistence, He koew

By
C. R, SRINIVASA IYENGAR
{in The Hiniu)

( Continued from last week )

-----_.--'-'-".-'.';_“-'--'.-_-'--'-'-';.;'.
this and came out with the intent of tak-
ing a part in the Great Plain by tsking
himgelf away from the scene though app-
arently sent out of it by the arrow of
Rama. Tara. Jambavan and Marati
knew of it all along thoogh they shuwed
it not. Mandocari knew it too when
Sitn ae Padmakehi informed her of the
present and lhe fuiore wher she was
taken to Lanka by Ravana.

Vibiehapa, the great Bhakta wss not
ignorant of the future ss also Kumbha.
karna the fair-minded. Agpip Ravana

and Kumbbaksrua were no olher than .

Jaya and Vijasa, the divine wardeps in
Vaikunta. With them it wesan Eternal.
Now, and po paat, present, or futurs,
They were counting the momenis w hen
they would go back 1o thejr places on
high despatched therennto by the wea-
poos of the Lord and the only way {0
make him their encmy wss to sbduvct the
wife of his beart, It most not be for-
gotten 1hat Sanathkumara instincled Rav-
ana in the mystery of the Lord and the
road he was to take to reach his roal,

Further, it wae well known to those
‘that co-operated with the Lord wkhen he
wonld come down (0 rid the earih of jla
evil-doers, lo bring peace and joy tothe
bearis of the good and 1he righteous and
to restore law and order. They knew
that it was a chance they conld not afford
‘o miss, They jostled one another in
their offers of service to the T.ord in
working ont his purpose. So Ravana
and Kombhskerna were the most aglive
colleaguea of Viehnu. They spared bim

" the trouble of worry of going after each

and every evil-doer in difierent olimes
and in different ages. They -acled as
powerful magoels te draw onto them-
selves all that was dark and evil and
snlagonistic to evolntion; so 1hat he
might mske short work of tkem at one
time and one place. This bad a two-fold
rienlt.  All beings resled in pepce and
happinees. On the otber band, ihose
whese bodies were struck off by the Lord
were tranalated forihwith to the worlds
of Light.

This ie a recurring event in every day
of Brabma, The prominent characlers
of the Ramajana are permanent and
eteinal factcre in tke great equoaticn.
They come down slorg with the Lord;
they are the instrumenta of bis will. I
bad drawn vpon the Adhyatma, the
Apsnda and the Vasishia Resmayanase in
my note to the Erglish translation of the

.epic of Valmeekito throw 88 much light

a8 i8 permissible upon Lie grarnd mystery.
Those that wonld know more are directed
to those whe know inore,

Thas in studying the Ramayana of
Vahneeki, we have 1o bring to it more
thav one key, It is oo the face ofitan
epio poem, Again, it is unlike oiher
epics, the oldest work adapted to munsic
vocal and instruipental. Again, it isa
bistory or rather a biography of one of
the incarnations of Vishpy: and the only
ove of ita kind, The puranag deal at
length with the tep comiogs-down of the
Lerd: bot only incidentally, Valmeeki
does not take on hia canvas 8ny other
firure except Rama. ARgain, it enloyaa
peounliar privilege and merit of being in-
itinted by Brabma himself, who directed
Saraswalti, the Godders of Wisdom and
Mueie, to inspire it, while he granted Val.
meeki bimself the Open Eye. “Not one
word in this poem of youra shall ring
otherwise than trne.” It hos another
uniqoe merit. It was witllen when the
preminent oharactera in it wers all living;
it wae sung in a grand aseembly  where
they were all present so 1hat they may
epeak to the falthfuluess snd truth of it.

Agnin, it was enng in 1be presence of
the very hero of the pcem. And he
guthered together the highest representn-
livens and exponents of the art and scienen
f his age that they might waich and note
and ppeak {0 tbe acenraoy of overything
that might relate to their speoisl YVinew of
rerearch and wark. Apnin, it wna rng
by no less artlats than ‘tha very wons of
the hero, sons whom bhe bund not set hin
oyes npon Hll then, rona of hin Seotn,
dearer to him than his bhopes hore and
hereafter,

Agnin, it 18 reckoned among a wection
of our religions publie, the Vistahtad wai-
tina of the Honth not merely s an epic,
but as one of the enronns of their faith, n
Book of Initiatton (Upadera Qrandha)
A whole ocean of literainre exista in
Tamil on the Romayana by nuvmeronn
commentatora on the hymne of the A)-
wars who mske conalant reference to it.
This is n eealed book to all cxeept the
Temil knowing foellowera of Vishnn and
without them, the Ramayana of Valmerki
is only urderslood most rnperitolslly.

It is npta bietery of Aryen immigrition

into the sonth; it is not the history of tho
progreea of olvilisatfon and agrionlinre
catried by the Aryans along with them,
it is not an ailegorical exponition of the
8un, the slars and the planets, It is not
a parable enshrining many a trmvh abont
the atme of life (Purusbartks), Ii isnot

the last word on the mysterfes of the
goul and the over-soul and the relations
between the (wo, But it is all thewe
and more,

(Coneluded)

Fountain of Wisdom

Give me liberly ta kviow, lo wlier, and lo
arque [reely, acecrding lo cnecienee, abore all
obher liberlies.— M (L,TON.
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" BENNY SINGH RETIRES

GLOWING TRIBUTES PAID
“THE, GENTLEMAN OF THE RING”

NOD S8INGH or an he ia well

B known among the hoxing fane

oa “Benny Hingh” Is the eldest

won of that great scccer plager and
popular sporteman th Jate Mr. Sara-
bjit Hingh and the grandeen of the
ploneer tho late Mr, Tiluck Bingh

has declared bls decigion to retire
from the riog. Among the glowing
tribntep poid to this young lad for
bins clian fighting are the following

from men “who koow" all of whom
rxprees 4 desire that he may stege a
“comoe back,” It is anticipated that
"“Bencd” will recopsider his declsion
nnd enter the arcna again (s aleo the

A Game Fighter

Mr. Ted Lang writing to the Nalal
Advariigr;—

Will yoo Le kind enongh lo allow
mn a fow incs in  yoor most valn-
sbie papor, er [ am a keen follower
of sll boxing tournaments, Earopean
and non-Earopean, 1 wonld like to

sy a few words on tho surprise of
Honny Bingh’s retirement from the

ring.

As [ sm an European, I have been fol-
lowing nou-Eunropean boxing with a keen
intercst in the past years, and Iam golng
to etale that the “Non-European Boxing
world" has loat the gamest little boxer
that ever entered their ring, and 1 was
vory sorry indoed to eee the poor recep-
tion he was given on the eve of his final
fight.

Benny 8iogh for the past 10 years, hae
always provided the boxing public with
their money’s worth, and as far back as
I ocan remember he hss never been
“knocked out” Thisalone isa prond
record for any boxer, if I may mention, I
dent think be hes ever been floared, well
this cxoellent record talke for itself.

Where sportsmanship ia concerncd, no
belter man could be fonnd. For instance
on the weighing-in ecale for one of his big
firbts last year, his opponent was 10 ibe.
heavier than bimeelf, he refused the £5
forfeit, and just took his opponent’s band
and eaid “May the best man win.”

I was very sarprised indeed to read in
your irsne that Mannee Dixon was far too
#ood for Benay Singh,, I myeelf, wonld
like to know where; I myeeX reokon it
won the best-mztched fight of the night
althoogh the best man won, it was a very
good fight indeed,

I am soory indeed Benoy Singh hes re-

BENOD SARABJIT SINGH

A Ta o

e

tired from the riog, as he was known a8
“The Gentleman of the Ring” among his
many European followers, snd we will
wish him all the best in the fotare. Once
sgain I will state that the Ncn-Euaropean
boxing world bas lost the gamest little
fighter who ever entered their ring.

Never Received The K.O.

“Rex” writes in the same jonrnal :—

An one who, for the past 25 years has
taken a keen interest in Indian and
Coloured boxing, it would be very re-
miss on my part, were I not to eay some-
thing about the, " Gentlemsn RBRoxer”
who, at the Town Hall on Satarday pight
sonouuced his retirement trom tke ring.
Is it not sad to think that throagh lack
of support, hoxers of the type of Bennie
Bingh, our local idol,shonld have to retire
at the exceptionally early age of 2537

Bennie Singh, alwaya an ardent expon-
ent of the art of ‘fisticuffs,’ bas on alt his
appearans es in the ring, given the public
their full moneye’ worthk, a fact which
must be admitted, not only by those who
take an interest in this sport, bat also by
the most bigoted members of the com-
munity who, for ressons best known to
themselves, are reluctant to give credit
where credit is dae,

The fact that the spectators received the

verdict with mixel feelinga cliarly
illnstrates that at [esst a draw
stonld bave been the verdict.

Thoss of us that witnesrsed the
fight can bear testimr ny to the fact
that 1the last few rounds Bennie
Bingh bad decisively won and moro
than once bad Dixon in difficulties.
Had the fight lasted another two
rounds thire can be no denying the
fact tbat not only would Bennie

) Sicgh bave gained the verdict, but
be could bave secured a vistory by
tbe K.O rounte.

It is greatly to be deplored that
onr lccal papera gave snch & very
poor account of Bennie Singh's
fight with Mabnie Dixon, stating
that Dixon well-degerved the ver-
dict. Reports of this natare are
more than apt to disconrage men
like Bennie Singb, who has, amengat
other numerous others, met men Jiks
Sooboo Chetty, Battling Hosking,
Joe Gains, Jonosky, Bud Gengan,
and Willie Forgue, and given them
best every time. Moreover this yoang
man has never received the K.Q.,
which is more than can be said of

most boxers at present in the pnblic eye,
8ir, I take off my hat to Benunie Singh-
a clean and gentlemanly fighter, it has
been my privilege to watch. May he
stage an early ‘come back’.

INDO-EUROPEAN TENNIS
(Johannesburg)

The membere of the Holy Trinity
Tennis Club Turffontein were the guests
of the Rangers Indian Tennis Claob at
Vrededorp, Johannesburg. The Earo-
peans gave a very good acconnt of them-
selves but the Indian were equally good
and beat the Europeans by 23 games, the
scores being 61 against 38, details are as
hereunder:—

The visitors were entertained by the’
Club at the courts when Refreshment
eto, were provided, by the Club’s Presi-
dent Mr, E. Naransamy.

‘Results

Thambi and Spiera beat Cooper and Reat
11-0, Ahmed Maal and Pema lost to Ald-
ridge and Warren 4.7, Rameay & Moses
Anpthony lost to Buckler and Q. Aldridge
~1; Thambi and Spiers beat Buekler and
Aldridge 9.2, Maal and Prema beat Coop-
er and Beatt 9-2, Ramsamy apd Anthopy
lost to Aldridge and Warren 3-8; Thambi
and Spiers beat Aldridge & Warren 8-3'
Maal andPema beat Cooper and Beatt 7-4,
Rameamy and Anthony beat Buekler
and; Aldridge 6-5. Total Games 61-33.
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