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MAHATMA GANDHI'S HEROIC RXPRESSION OF TROTH

By Dr. RABINDRANATH TaGORE

'HE following is the anthorised translation of
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore’s speech delivered
"before the students and staff of the Viswa

Bharathi University at Santiniketan :— )

A shadow is darkening to-day over India like a
ghadow cast by an eclipsed sun. The people of a
whole country is suffering from a poignant pain of
anxiety, the universality of which carries in it a
great dignity of consolation. Mahatmaji, who,
through his life of dedication, has made India hie
own in truth, has commenced his vow of extreme
self-gacrifice.

Esch country has ite own inner geography where
her spirit dwells and where physical force can never
conquer even an inch of ground. Those rulers who
come from outside remain outside the gate, and
directly they are called away from the oloud-topping
tower of their foreign possessions, the stupendous
fabrio of unreality vanishes in the void, Baut the
great soul who achieves victory through the power
of truth continues his dominion even when he is
physically no longer present. Aud we all know
guch achievement belongs to Mabatmaji. And the
_ fact that he staked his Jife for a forther and final

realisation of his hope fills ns with awe and makes
ue think,

Not A Ritual But A Message

At this solemn moment we have & cause for fear.

It is our unfortunate habit to reduce the truth that

belongs to the inner spirit into signs and obgervances

that are externsl, and after a cheap welcome to bid

it adien. Ounr leaders have requested ue to obeerve
" fasting for this day, and there is no harm in it. Bat
- there is the risk of some unthinking people putting
. it in the ssme ocategory with the fasting that

Mahatmaji has begun to observe, Nothing can be
. more disastrous for us than the utter lessening of
the value of a heroic expression of truth by paying
it the homage of a more eer.monial of feeling by
" & people emotionally inclined.

The penance, which Mahatmaji has taken upon
himself, is not a ritual, but & message to all India
and to the world, Jf we must make that message
onr own, wé should accept it in right manner through

" proper process of realisation. The gift of sacrifice
has to be received in the spirit of sacrifice,

Let w8 try to understand the meaning of his
message. From the beginning of human history

" there has continuned the cleavage between classes,

some favoured by eclrcumstances exploiting the
waakness of others and building the stronghold of
their own pride of saperiority upon the humiliation
of a large sootion of the community. Thongh this
practice has been prevalent for long, yet we must
asgert that it is against the true apirit of man. No
civilised pociety can thrive upon viotime whoss
humapity has been permanently mutilated, whose
minds have been compelled to dwell in the dark.
Those whom we keep down inevitably drag us
down and obstruot our movement in the path of
progress; the indignity with which we burden them
grows into an intolerable burden to the whole
country; we insnlt onr humanity by insalting man
where he is helpless or where he is not of our own
kin.
Primitive Barbarism

To-day there are thousands in India, confined in
prisons indefinitely and without trial, inhumanly
treated, and there can be no doudt that not only
they are a heavy burden upon the Government, but
they permanently lower its digoity., The con-
temptuous vindictiveness ruthlessly pursued against
priconers whether political or belonging to other
clasees, reveals the primitive barbarism lurking in
the dark recess of civilisation, perpetually burdening
it with hard problems and tainting ite soul. We on
our part in India have banished a conslderzlle
number of our own people into 2 narrow enclosure
of insnlt branding them with the sign of permanent
degradation. A dungeon does not safely consist of
brick and mortar confinement, but seiting narrow
limits to man’s self-respoot in a moral prison, more
cruel for viotims than the physical one and more
demoralising for those who encourage it pasaively or
with pious fervour.

The concrete fact of inequalities between indivi-
duale and races cannot be ignored, but to accept it as
absolute and utilise it to deprive men of their
human rights and comradeship is a social crime that
multiplies faet in ite heinonsnesg. We, who imagine
ourselves euperior to those whom we have tied
down to their ahasement are punish¢ d by enfeebling
them and losing them from wus. The weskness
engendered by such alienation has been one of the
principal causes of defeat in all our historical con-
flicts. 'Where numerous divisions have been made
among the people by dark gape of dishonour,
balance i upset and social struoture Iz ever in



INDIAN OPFINION

November 4th: 1933

334

toppling over, The signa of sach trlgll
2:: g:;: ?:c'ldz[; ip the western continents whare the
Ehasip batween wealth and want is widening and is
darkly pourishing earthquakes in ita depjh. The
moral channels ol eommunication should pever be
obsiructed if man must be saved from depennaracy
or destruetion.

Social Iniquities

Mahatmaji has repeatedly poinied out the dapger
of those djvisions in our eonnjry that are permanen
instlts fo humsanity, bat oyr attention has not been
drawn to the importance of its rectification with the
game force as it has been to the importance of
Khaddar, The social iniquities upon which all du¥
enemies find their principal support have our time-
honoured loyalty, making it difficult for uws to up-
root theme. Against that deep-seated moral wean-
ness in our society, Mahatmaji has pronounced his
nltimatem, and though it may be bur misfortune to
lose him in the battle field, the fight will be- passed
on to everyone of ug to be carried on to the final end.
1t is the gift of the fight which he is going to offer
io us end if we do not know how to accept it
bumbly and yet with proud determinstion, if we
cheaply dismiss it with some ceremonials to which
we are accustomed, and allow the noble life to he
wasted with its great meaning missed, then our
people will passively roll down the slope of degta-
dation to the blankness of ntter futility,

Effect Of Mahatmaji’s Action

It is not possible for us to realise what effect
Mahatma§i’s action will have upon the people who
govern ug, and to-day it is net the day for us to
discuss its political aspects. Only one thing we
muet make clear to thpse whe seem to have our
destiny in their hands. We have observed that the
Hngliah people ave puzzied at the step that Mahat-
qoaji hag been ocompelled to take. Théy confess
that they fail to understand 1%, I helieve that the
reaeson of their failure is mainly owing to the fact
that the langunge of Mahatmaji is fandamentally
different from their own. His method of proteet is
not in pecord with the method which they usnally
follow in cases of grave political orisis. I ask them
to remember the terrible days of atrocities that
Yoddened in blood at their door, when a disniember-
ment was heing foropd between Ireland and the vest
of Great Britain. Those Englishmen who imagined
it_to'be diéastrous to the integrity of their Empire
did not:scruple to kill and be killed, éven to ‘tear
into shredg the decency of eivilised codes-of hononr.
The Weat is accustored to anch violent autbursts in
times of desperation, and, therefare, such a proce-
dure did niot seem strange to them, though to some
of them it must have appeared wrong. The dis-
mem}:erment of a large portion of Hindn society is
certainly fatal to its wholeness and when all onr
appeals arestubbornly dismissed the resson shouid
not be ineomprehensible to other people as tb why

Mahatmaji is voicing the extrems £
behalf of India. e form of protest on

It asks them to fmagine what would have

when the Roman Cathelic oommnn-itlyw:fh%‘::?l;elg
soffered from a foreible deprivation of its common
righ!s, if some foreign power would come and with
eﬂigxen!: benevolence alienate them from the vest of
t.hp patnon. Very likely, the people wonld resort to
the method of protest which they consider as
honourable in its red fary of violence. In omr care
the feeling may be similar, thongh Mahatmaji hag
made use :t its expressicn which is his own. The
m..easz-aga of mon-violence so often as expressed
him in words and in deeds finds to-dnpy it: dﬂl‘?ayi

exposition in a great language which shonld
¢agiest to nnderstand, bo-the

THE CONRESS AND THE
COMMJSSION

N our {psue of the 1ath Qctober we
H published the news of the appointment
of 2 Commission by the Union Govern-

ment in the Transvaal. The Transvaal
Indian Congress and the South Afriean Indian
Cangress have passed unanimoys negolptions
to resist passively the Aslatic Land Tenure
Act. It was also announced that the

Passive Resistance Struggle will be started

afier the report of the (ommission js
published, The Agent-General for the
Government of India, the Union Govern-
ment and the whole world know this fact,
The Congress definitely declared that it
will never accept this Act. It is intended
under this Act to bring a}bo_u:t’t’hg' business
and residentia! segregation of the Transvaal
Indjans.” The Congress has always qpposed
the principle of segregation. Eyen the
Government of India delegation has fon-
demned the policy of segregation, As the
Congress has publicly declared irs policy
against the Land Tenure Actgit ig abyioys
that the Congress yader no eircamstances
can co-operate with the Commission that
has been appointed. As the Congress has
passed the resolution to passively resist this
Act the logical outcome of ft is that
it cannot- offer 18 co-operation to this
Commission. But we think that jt is not
even necessary to imake an explanation
about it. We understand that the Agent-
General, Kunwar Maharaj Singh, wants to
krow from the Congress whether or not it
will co-operate with the Commisgion. The
Congress has passed the resolution unani-
mously to resist the Act passively in his
presence, He was present dyring the
sittings of the Conference of the .Congress.
He had patiently and calmly listened to she
speeches of she delegates when the dis-
cussion on ahe -resolution was carried on.
And the chairman of the Committee, Adve-
cate(zodfrey, requested the Agent ¢oexpress

‘his views before the fateful cTesclation was

put before the delegates, *hot 'minding 'even
the adverse effect his speech ‘will create on

‘the minds of the delegates. “The Agerit'had

his full say on the resolution and even after
listening to his arguments against the
resolution, it was ungnimously carried.
Having fully acquainted with the views pf
the Congress we dp not nnderstand why the
Agent to-day wants to kpow from the
Congress whether or not it will co-operate
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with the Commission. Has the Agent after
representing the views of the Congress to
the Union Gaovernment beep able to obiain
such renditions from the Union Govern-
ment that will permit the Congress to re-
consider jts final decision and offer its
go-operation to the Commission? We are
not aware of such conditions offered and
hence the Congress resolution in itself is an
guswer to the Agent-Geperal's question.
The Indians in the Transyaal now will be
gompulsorily segr_egated. Most of them
will be asked tq clear away from the pro-
claimed land und be compelled to live and
trade in defined areas. It has been argued
that in the Transvaal there are previous
lays such as Law of ;885 and the Gold Law
of 1998 which established the principle
of segregation. - 1t is true to some extent
but the "Law of 1885 never compelled
the Indians to trade and live In segre-
sated areas. Under that Act the Govern-
ment had ng pawer tq eject them, and
it was the policy of the Governmeti¢ got
to enfarce the Gold Law of iggs, = Hence
the Indians in the: Transvaal have been
allowed to create vested interests with
the free kpowledge of the authoritiea.

The Indian commu nity in the Transvaal has

‘always very strofigly protested against these

aws, Many a time they have requested the

Government to repeal these ,iqi%;itgus

Jegislations, After the great Passive Resist-

agce struggle in f914 when Mahatma

Gandhi left this couritry for good he wrote

a letter prior to his departure to the Depart-

mens of the Interior saying :— . .

. “Ap the Minister is Aware, some of my
conptrymen have wished mb to go farther,
They are dissatisfied that the trade licencs laws

- of the different Provirdes, the Transvaal dold
Law, the Transysa] Townships Act, the Law 3
~ of 1885 have pof bean altered 4o ag to give them

, . full yights of regidence, trade and ewnership of

land, They have asked me that the above

matiers might by ineluded i the Pasdive Re-
sitance gtruggle, 1 have bean unahle to comply
with their wishes, Whilst, therefere, they have
not bgen included in the programme of Passive
Resistance, it will not beé denied that gome day
¢ other these matters will require further and
_ sympathietio copsideration by the Government.”
This was written 18 years ago and yer
that “some day” for sympathetic consi-
deration had never arrived. In spite of
all the prayers of the Congress to give
rélief 1o the Indians by repealing these
legislations, they have been further tigh;-
ened up and the Asiatic Land Tuuwu

e —— i
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Act has been passed branding them ever
as undesirables. When this intolerable
siteation has been created and the Congress
failed in its constitutional agitation it has
finally decided to resist this hpmiliating Act.
Itis argued that many Indians in the Trans-
vaal have filled in the forms issued under
thig Act and jt is futile to talk of Passive
Resistance. It may be true that many of
them have filled in the forms. PBut does it
signify that they have done so hecause they
liked the Act? They knew that if they
don't fil] in the forms their businesses which
they buijlt up by many years of lahour will
be entirely rulned. Under such tetrible

circumstances they have been compelled
agajnst their will to fill in the forms under

protest, Even the Agent of thg Goverr-
sment of India did nat hesitate to declare
that he and his Government condemned

this Agt, though very natrally, he said that
neither he nor his Government would be

able to support us in our resistance to the
Act. We venture to say tg the Agent. that
if he wants the Congress to co-operate with
the Commissian it rests with him and the
Union Government to bring abeut such a
condition, If such a conditjot is ¢reated
the Congress will not fail in its duty ta rise
to the occasion, :
Wi i Sipbiody

Reception To Agent-General

The Natal Indian Congress, Maritcburpg Bisnchi,
gave a publio reception in'the City Hall on Saturday
29th October to the Agent-General foi'i " Tidia,
Kunwar  Maharaj %ingb. ‘and Kunwardhl = The
Deputy-Mayor, Mr. H. Collins presided, ' Mr. R. B,
Maharaj, president of the Ms,ritzbd:’;g branch of the
Congree, garlanded the Kunwar and the Kunwaradi
and the Deputy-Mayor. ' _

Fally 1,000 people wer> gmnt in the City Hall,
Inclnding geveral hundreqd Enropesns, while the gay
sareeg of p number of Indian womep sitting af the
back of the platform pddeg 2 splagh of cplopr o the

Mr, Sorabjes Rustomjee, President vf the Natal
Indian Copgrees, Advocate A. Christopher and Mr.
P. R. Pather, Secretary of the Natal Indian Uongress
went from Durban to attend the funetion,

There were many prominent Europedn and Indian
friends op the platform. ' ‘ }

In welcoming the Agen; Mr, R. B, Maharsj
9nm§.l:em§d the ﬁt&e?hahed Indmlntgmm_ :;9 vg:o
had already vigited Sou ica, jncln the la
Mr, Jokhale, Mrs. Smi&i Npide, Sir Mabiom
Habibullah and the Kunwar’s two predeceagors ps
Agentg-General Mr. Sastri and Sir Kgrma Reddi,,

The Indisn communify in Sonth Afrien is wery
fortunate in the choice the Government otirldndin hes
made in your appointment ag their third Agent-
General in Sonth Xfried- Yogr distingujahad ﬁfr%ov
your ontstanding ability, yonr many travels, and
yonr personal experience of problems affeoting
Indisos in ether countries whioh you yigited, emi~
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to the high office which yon oocupy
2?&;1;. ﬁ‘xﬂ"&e difficult, and 1 might say trying task
in this country, you have one advantage over your
Kunwarani, who has already
prodecessors. The :th
taken interest in the welfare of our women, is wi
on, and she will, I bave no donbt, by her enthu-
L&. for the work yoa have on hand, be a source of
ot only o you but to us, .
amisﬁn :nonl;ﬁon clfy this ¥kind, it is far from my desire
to introduce any snbjects, which might give rcom
for controversy, However, I should be failing in
my duty if I omitied to touch on the great im-
portance which the Indian community attaches to
the * uplift’ clause in the Capetown Agreement. To
ne the very declaration in that clanse is our Magna
Charta. We have pinned our faith to it, and we
ghall look forward with eagerness to the day, which
1 bops is in the near fotore, when the Parliament
'and the people of South Africa will give it ita full
. effoct.. The substance of the 'uplift* clause in the
. Capetown Agreement is that the Union Government
. adheres to the principle that it is the duty of every
civilised government to take all possible steps for the
- uplifting of every. section of their permanent -popu-
Iation to the full extent of their capacity and oppor-
‘tonities. The (overnment further accepted the
“view that in the provision of educational and other
facilities the Indians will not be allowed to lag
behind other sections of the people, :
Since this declaration some disadvantages which
impeded the progresa of Indian education have been
removed, notably the application of that part of t_he
Union pubeidy for Indian education. The Provincial
Government is not giving from its revenue a single
penny towards Indian education. A good percentage
of children of school-going age has not yet been
absorbed into schools, More ‘schools are wanted,
and, whilat expressing gratitnde to the Superintend-
ent of Edncation and his staff for the: attention they
are giving to Indian education, we feel that there is
-ample room for further  improvements in -the
sdvancement of Indian education. Ty,
Above all matters that are engaging attention
to-day, one that is immedistely affecting uws is.the
question of distess among our people. Unemploy-
ment and poverty are rife smong our peopls, The
City Coundil generously voted a grant of £100 to
relieve distress, and money from other gmomrces
enabled the Indian community to carry on and con-
tinue relief work for the past 12 months, Indisns
are finding no place in the relief works opened by
the. Ooundil and Pablic Works Department, In this
oonnection I must mention with gratitnde that: the
‘representative of the Maritzburg Oity Counoil drew
attention to the fact that Indians ‘should be assisted
by Government subsidy for the relief of their
distress caused by unemployment. I oan personally
vonchsafo that a large number of unemployed is
living on the borderland of starvation, Ony people
are chary of taking relief, They want work, and
they do not want oharity, unless hunger foroes them
to accept relief, ,, ‘
Since you have been in this country, we note with
pride that you are unsparing in your efforta to pro-

X hope, found that the Indian community has never
been wunressonable in its demands, What they
deplore is differsntial treatment, - '

We feel bound to look forward with expeotation
that you, 8ir, during your term of office will better
the position of the Indian community in South
Africa,
L Oneedagnin in th; nu:ile (;é the Indian community

extend to you and to the Kunwarani a most i
and hearty welcome, . cordial
" Professor J. W. Bewes, principal of the Natal
University College, said that Tndia had always sent
its very beet to"South Africa, “The Munwar not

represgnted the camlitnre of India, but had
:ﬂoyrbed that nf Weatern civiltaation, represented by
Harrow and Oxford. . .

From the culture standpoint the Kanwar would
be faced with many interesting problemr. Tn many
ways the world had ‘not advanced for 2,000 years,
for while it was very easy to adoot new machines it
was not 8o #agy to gain a new moral standpoint.

Here in South Africa it was the confliot of different
culture contacts which oreated the moat presst
problems, whichk would not be solved by politicians
antil they had been analysed by those who were
fally gaalified to understand them. It was in thig
way that the Kunwar and the Kanwarani, by their
own educaiion and experience, oould help in the
solution of natiopal problems, .

The Dean of Maritzburg, the Very Rev. R, L,
White, welcomed the Agent-General nnd his wife on
hehalf of the Bishop of Natal, the Rt Rev. L. N,
Fisher, who was mnavoidably absent at Capetown.

Marvellous Country -

. India, he declared, was a great and marvellons

oonntry, and it was important that both Indians and
Europeans in Natal should learn to understand it

and some of :its problems, He hoped that the
‘Kunwar and Kanwarani would be able to sxecute

good work in the eande .of their country in South
‘Africa and that they world see it brought to success,
Mr, W. J, ®Brien, M.P., said the relations hetween
Somth Afries and India had been considerably im-
proved durimg the past and would no. dounbt still
fuarther improve during the stay of the Emnwar and
the Kunwarani. . . R
He advised those who knew little about India to
read a baok entitled * The India We Served,” by Sir
Walter Lawrenes, in which they would find reference
to the Kunwar's princely family. .
Mer. Hugh Bryan said he had few ties with India
beyond a personal acquaintaneeship with Ranjitsinhji
and Mr, Sastrl. | . L R AR
Referring to the need for education, he: said .that
‘any section of the community which remained
iRiterate would continue to be a shame to - any
It was neceesary to-day to find e true Bense of
values, which was only obtainable by a realisation of
humanity, It was neeessary for people to .put
themselves in the position of * the other fellow,” as
the laws of justice and fairness were necessary for
everyone. ‘
M. A, Ohristopher, of Dorban, said the Indisns
looked to the Kunwar and Kanwarani to be their
advocates with the Government to' reprosent the
reasonablemees of their rights in the canse of
humanity, '
The white labour policy was a most inhuman one,
which was responsible for thousands of Indiuns
‘being out of employment. It did not recognise any
standard of ojvilisation, but only coloar. He was
grateful to the KEuawar and the Kunwarani, who

. had already identified themselves with this queslion,

Kunwar Maharaj Singh’s Reply

'Kuawu: Mabaraf Singh thanked all preaont for
the reception, which he-had particnlarly asked to
be carried out with as little expenes a8 poseible, in
view of the need of money far other purposes,

He had refueed to believe his friends in India who
had u_lﬂ him that his work in South Africa would
be an impossible task. ~ There wag no such word as
impossible, &8 had been proved by many events in
the past 30 years, and he belioved that with the
goodwill and oo-operation of Indians and Europeans
much eonld be done, : L

Ho did not believe in revolutionary changes,’ or

even that a big wag but both his
wifoant by lgh;:gle necesgary, but bo

d feel more than amply repaid

“if the eause of goodwill and co-operation went. for-

ward steadily,

i



i_\Tovembpr 4th, 1932

INDIAN OPINION

337

p———

Individoally there was a great deal of fellow
feeling between the two races, and he was convinced
that many Europeans had been fally satisfied with
their associations with Indians,

The “Uplifs* Clause

Ho appealed for a fuller realisation of the “nplift”
clause of -the Capetown agreement. Alrcedy more
money was being epent on Indian éducation. but
there was much more that remained to be donw.
More than balf of the Indian children in Natal re-
eeived no edacation, and it was necessary that more
funds should be provided for tbis purpose by the
Union Government or Provineial Administration.

He thanked the Corporation of Maritzburg for
contributivg £100 to Indian ' unemployment, and
sllowing a street eollection to be made in the Qity
for the same purpose.

The British Empire, to which be was proud ta
belong, was the heritage of no one race, but the
result of co-operative effort between the Enropean
and non-European races, and would only sontinue
go long as its conatitnent races were willing partners.

Justice For Other Races

Tt was for the Europeans to see thst justice was
meted oat to those other races who lived with them
in South Africa. There was a Britisk sense of fair
play with which he was well acquainted, and he
appesled to Europeans individually and collectively
to translate {nto action that innate sense of falr play.

_His appeal was for a fair opportunity for Indians,
not only from a humane point of view, but besaunse
i would increase their economio value to the com-
monity. Indian market gardeners and traders
sould, with the aid of education, have their value
greatly enhanced, thus bringing benefit Yo the con-
sumer, :

The Indian traders had their fanits. He would
like them to have a higher slandard of commercial
morality and of sanitation, and to eduacate their
women-and girls, but they had many geod points as
well, such a8 politeneas and thrift,

He appealed for the resuscitation of the Marits-

burg Indo-Buropean Council on the lines of the ouw
whioh was still doing usefal work in Darban.

The Kuowarani

The Kunwarani said vhat she and her husband
bad a big burdem placed upon them, and one
which they were fully willing to take, but it waa
also one which those present must share, '

She deprecated the emphasis on the difficulties of
the situation which had been made by other
speakers. She herself was full of faith. Maritzburg
bhad already shown its faith by taking the lead in
helping the Indian community, and she hoped that
;he oity wonld continue to give a lead to all Somth

frica.

Durban people had told her of the beautiea of
their own town, but she had a real prefervoce for
Maritzburg, apd was convinced that its people
would rise to the occasion. .

In moving & vote of-thanks to the Deputy Mayor
for presiding, the Rev. A. J. Choonoo once more
thanked the Council for ita generous attitade to the
Indisn community. He appealed to the Couvaoll to
give a little more attention to the area below Retief
Street in the way of street lighting and anti-moalarial
measures,

Amongst those present on the platform were
Mrs; Norman Collind, Mrs. Hugh Bryan, Senator

W. Thrash, Mr, @. C. Jolliffe, hr. Sorabjee Rnstomjee,

%reaident, of the Natal Indian Congress, Mr. 8. R.
t;idqo; sectetary of the Mariteburg brameh; aund
Uthérk

Kunwar Maharaj Singh’s
Lectures Criticised

_We reprodnce from 7%e Nalal Morcury the following
criticisma for and sgaints the Agent's lectures by its
readers :—

Sie,—I read your report of the address given on Oct.
24 by Kunwar Maharaj Siogh to the Durban Christisn
Council with great interest, and I am afraid that the
Kunwar is steering into very stormy waters with his
lectures and will not always get the polite hearing which,
up to the present, has been given him. -

The premises from which the Kunwar usnally starts
are entirely wrong. He starts with compatrisons between
South Afriea and other countries, Somth Africa's
attitude towards Coloured races is, and must be, different
from that of any other couutry, if we do not want to
become & nation of Eur-afr-asians. The Konwar, on
account of the fact that he is & Christian {8 outside the
Iodian caste system altogether, and apparently over-
looks the trath that the majority of thé Indiana who
in South Afriea come from the lowest castes in India
and the classes, aod left India of their own free
will with the idea of bettering their lot in_life, and
there is ample testimony to show that they have done
ge and bave achieved & certain measare of proeperity.

- Their caltural borizon has also widened in comparison

with the standards of the original immigrants, bat their
comparative morality and cnlture are still frightfully
low according to European measure. I do not think
that T am too cynical if I assert that if & higher culture
meets with & lower colture the inevitable result is that
the higher cultare will slways be the loser and suffers
by too olose & contact with & lower oultnre. Consequently
I consider the Kunwar's demand for addmission of
Indian children to European: sohools unjustifiable, apart
from onr great South African “colonr prejudice,” as
pon-South Africans choose to call Souch Africe’s greatest
virtne, I call it virtue, because if we South Africaus
did nob possesa this * colonr prejudice ¥ we as an active
and conquering race would suffer the fate of all
eonquerors and invaders, namely, to be absorbed by the
eouquered races, in the same way as the Goths and
Vandals wete swallowed up by the subjected Romans and
have disappeared from the face of the earth, This, all
over history, bas in every case been the revenge of the
conquered. Wherever & white race and oolonred races
meet, the white race will degenerate if ib does not foeter
and oherish this colonr prejudice, and we Sonth Africans
know it end thercfore wish to live in separation from
the Coloured races,

Our attitude, as the Kunwar has pointed out, has
caused ill-feeling in Indis. towards us South Africana.
'Fbis, of coursg, is deplorable, but after all Bagt ia East
and West is West, eto., and 1 am afraid Sonth Africa
and India can never see eye to eye on this subject and
can only compromise to & certain extent.

The solution of the Tudian question which the
Kunwar hat of the mers equal distribntion
of Indians over all the four Provinces—is very olever,
Tha only tronble is that the other three Provinces will
decline with thanks. They have seen whab a problemt
the Indians have become -in Natal and do not wish to

" become saddled with the same difficolties, and after all

who can blame them ?
Iam afraid that Sonth African ideals and Indian
ideals are irraconcilables
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Indian Agent-General And Racial Relations

dent, “Sauﬂh Africa Firet,” in his

S“'Y % n ta e Agent-General for
Imlm may not “gat the h g wh;ch up to the
present has Geeri &ived Hila ™ if he s h he t.ed

of the Indmn ition, whic anuncm
tlll:eh:;ea‘:ludremhthe Dnrm Christian Service Council.
May I express the hope thet his fear (o demre) is
gmundleaAF The Agent-Genéral is in Sonth Africa IYJ
agreement betwéen the® Governinents ‘of

Africa and India, and his office entails the duty" 6f

placing the views of his Government on. racial telations
befomgr.he Government and the people of Sonth Afrits,
Wo shall surely nob be impolite to one with whom we
have agreed to collaborate in & diffienit matter
It s very easy and 'very dangerous tor appeale to
racial and national prejudice ud fesr ad the history and
the present condition ofl South Africa phow, but no
mtmfaqtory solution of £ or ¢f ‘the wo;]d—problem
of race will ever t}ms attained. Tt is slowly —toe-
slowly—becoming olegre that in these mabter the
oply lasting settloment will be gained by the spplication
of the Chrjs t;:n prmclp]eb, ‘far 1ph1ch the Wlnte Faces,
are gppoeed to standi & sej;tlemhen will inclpde
mutunl ‘resipect, the granbing of thenabla rightg of
ery eiviliged mﬂ.md whers ‘Tights’ sfeem to clnaht;q
thema ap to omanlmperechloc;ety, e
i of tﬁw Christian cherity, which looks
“Wﬁ“ of gthers and yoﬂxet,h o, ;ﬂ toa nenghhoq

‘l.‘ipq Indiaty Agem Geperal’q Lec;ure

Sin,—The letter published in joiir issue of Friday
from ‘the pen of *Sonth . Africa First™ must  nob
remain nnanswerel.

It ip good to nate that the fact of the Christianity of
Knnwar: Mahsraj 8ingh i admitted by the writer of
thig ~letter. That fach explaina the sttitnde being
adopted by our diglinguished’ fritrid, snd raises one or

two questions whioh oughi to be faced. In it brue that

we live ip w land which' is controlled by a Governmens
snd atimimstramon of professedly Chriitian representa-
tives 7 Can it be said that the atritude of Governmend
and the people a8 & whole towards the ‘Endiaus is traly
Chrigtisn and Chridtlike # Js it not time that pro-
freseion should be supported by practice, and ;our so-
call¢d superior rdpe adopt sn- attitnde which is more
léll-;!yt;bn nppmvad by our Lond and l[asm- Jeenu
iy . ¥,
As a mtter of faob, “ South Africa Fimt” seemd nob

to understand the Konwar'd attitade. The plea is nob -

for agmission of Indian children to Eurobéhn schools;
but a plea for just apd effective: dehhngs in the matter
of ¢ lmimn educnmon.’ -

Yo, .8in in yout suh-leader on t.ha Shmeé dny used
the phrase “colaboration of the Indinne.” That is
hxghﬂr note toyvhmh there will et be worhhx echoes if
the' Chtigtiad spmh p va1 in ouk coptacts.  Because
of the Cheitiag & irib th ere some of | ns who IFUJ that
the Kupwat mnsq jave gnr pdppert ];nle he faces the

truth cbhri i ki
sobetly anggi‘earlemly. 0% on. 8 mg‘
AL'rnmsr

Britisfl Labour And India -

b o
I.nndon. Wednesday.—Tlie decision of the Parlig-
mentairy Labour Party hot €o- dpn.rﬂeimla in the
fortheoniing Indiai' Riinnd Tabl Obﬂfefenee, dug
to meet on November 15, is roportady: - ' 1
correspondents plate that the decision is
due to?abaenoo of representalion 'of the Indian

Congress and the Government’a general Indian
pohoy —Renter.
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The Trasvaal quiliry |

The Hindu of Madras writes editorially in ite iame
of October 1 under the above caption':==f ** ™ ni.d

Our Sonth African corvéapondént had cabled to ug
the personnel of the Comlmsamn aoppointed by the

Union Gov ent to ipves into the legality or.
otherwise of the ooeupnhop y Indi of land in
proclaimed aréss. nndepstootf thal; ;p will ba

the duty of fhe Cognmasaion agcortain from the
people living in the neighbourhood whether they do
or do not object o the presenc&ioi such ‘persons in
their n.ud? and q,d nister accordingly:
We are tol mn commumty is sptmﬁed
with ' thq compo qn of the Commission. The
public in India’ vqonld poweve;. do wel} not fo
make the mistake of thinking that the resulis of the
Commission’s inquiry would go in any congiderable
méasure to alleviate ﬁhq humiliations and hardships
1mposed upon the q eommnqgty g the Asm.t;c
Lénd" Tennre 'Ehap permcxoug lpgisiation,
while it gives prot t.;on tq a few individuals, renders
the development of ;hl nupg ganeratlona im-
possible and ‘céndemns ‘them lvé 0 Hegregated
areas, branding 'thetn -4¢' “inferibs' people:‘ "Mk,
Sorabjee Rustomjee; the Presidefit of ‘the 'twelfth
gession of the South African Iddidh Odngibés ' whibh
met in Jobannésburg at the end of 'Avgust’ la:st' thhds*
summarided the effect of that legislation™¥ -t - .
- The oetmpation of proclaimed "areas by a edl-
oured persou ié illegal 'and’ebnistitntes’a punishabie
offemce. ' It repeals Sub-gactior 1 of Section 13F
of the Gold Law whicli permritted occupition 'oh |
procldimed lahd, therdby prohibitirg "éconpitivti
28 woll as tegidehos; The' Adt bullifiey the Springs
judgmént, aud depiives ok people’ of their Fyht
to occupy and remde in Townships suck® Bd
Springs.!’ It ' prohibits' Indians ' from ~ Bec pY!ﬂg
even ° deproclaimed dreas.” "If filches avay' th
protection that was' afforded to #s by Act 37 of
1919, - 8detions 130 'and 131 of the Gold’ Law
were never enforced, dnd as'a result our peopld -
. have éreated‘veatodihmest‘a with thie ﬂ-es knoﬁ-
ledgeof'theauthoﬁtiee.' LN vy W 1
Those who béve buen’ codﬁnnously trddmg from
1919 to May 1930 . on- prochimeti’ land will be
allowed to continue their business, but t.hey form
only’ a?ul;t i;w‘c:l per cont. of the irqders, = dtﬁ}%
attemp al jusf cebeing one A do a on
;gandtothg fate’ tha gmoi:;:rfe’ l%tepi
uropeans dm hich t icene
t!nfnr outahm nng. ghe fa ﬁﬁs&aj: t]: fc;g
contrv{rﬁad o we ) gm d zsre or9
not di cnt to dn ers dth ides hit ernes
and rgaentmeut felh a q I?.\ lanp D;'f r;a} 911%,
made np a }tempt} 13&&;33 the Qq. f.ror.n the
point of view of Indidns i the ransvaa] the lask
Round Tably Conflerence was a djsmal ufé'iﬁ
taat it did not seoure to them the enjoymet oﬁt ejr
ng‘hts It was o witho&l ) utmoal; d%lb tion

that the Congreds resolve: 0 € bar upon res:stauce
to the Land Tenure Act, FTThk fndxan, Mr,
Rastbmjed said, in" con némg ap e f' ¢
comie to thq lasb of. talg ratio for ,,'
longer ti nnom: a | .
status pt in enont eivhl ous)
ek rawe gomg sn
!)il gnidnally elimina f?'cl p co:ﬁtr;l:p:f ‘31
rg‘omg to be allowed to Jive as Qecent oitizan Q‘R '
itted to im orrovo our lob7» "The, col liigah,_ll :
schiatte wah gob going to improve ,magte’i-i.' “The
manl; laCon 'onosa igta}q
in t.ha QOry wbnﬁamja p}'opp ed res
m ‘éonjunction with' th Government of m af; Fg
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the places to which Indians either in South Africa

or India could neefally emigrate. Bat we are to
m,{?f,wm ﬁoi-dfmﬁd their ‘gieﬁrbsahi
no soheme p_tl bloen prepared and there was no
parm in' kb 'mére fdvestigitiod. But:iRé Congress
made it clear that in taking this step it refused to
subscribe to the view that Indjane were nudesirables
ahd thit the Indaf pdpnlation s to'he 'jeduoed.,
CLliieadann 0 o B

Will The New Constitatjon Give
India Self Rple?

[AEAD B P TR R L

— o ———————

l(By JJ‘\BM A _SUNDEFI»\N‘D)
- . R TR R

¢ Conténusd from last sweek )
ajlg in the pmi:osed new constitution for

W

g .
responsible in p mesgurg to the Indian Natjonal
(Fﬁﬂ? ’Ll@ehm and_ .thmfor.;e indirecily to
people of India, §4 # lo Ja giveu aulgeralic andarbyirery
powgr quple 45 qreal dg ony’ past Vicooy has ever
possessed. Tu other words, he is to have power to
dismiss ministries at his will, which means that, in
what he may claim to be a time of “emergency,”
he can contrgl Jfagislat.ion. or evenb dismise the
Legislajare, an o country by arbitrary edjcts,
or vt dﬂnﬁrﬁa{ Iawlllb::'neﬂ'y aﬂl1 Ohelmbtdrd
did in 1919, by the Rowlatt Acts, which were
followed by the Paojab atrocities; juat as Lord
Irwin did inn 1980.31, by edicts which caused the
imptisoment of' more thaw 60,000 (high Tndian
afithoritics = gay" morly” than 100,000} “of Indid’s
worthies' "citizene “apd filldd the land with’ an’
pardoriablé usty 6f pHysiesl forcej and just'ds’ Lord
Willingdon hastened to do at the close of the sed¢énd
Lonton Round Tekle Confarends by his Bengdl hnd
ofher "Ordinances ‘which equalled; if theéy did wot
pirpase snything (bt pleceded them, ur

Norio this a1k ° Eveéri the national Legislature is
to be 8o constitated as not only” tb bo always unded

theé'Vicaroy’s tontrol, but o actually to tphold snd -

strengthen ‘his dhtoétacy) *This ts be' bréubd abount
by' the' following plan, Hamely, 'by making 'the
numbel of mémbérs of the'mdin natidhal Iiégislativé
body Very smiall {only 300 foi o' pbpylation of hearly
350,000;000), ‘and then, of this'very small duwmber,
giving an "onfiblly’ large propdrtion ‘to ‘the ‘Native
States (irod olected by thie peopls but sppdivited - by
the Princes and ‘wilte 'to bd’ chnadrvative) dnd an
unjustly large proportion to certain “minorities,”
(that can be controlied by the Government,) and
filling'a conejderablg” numiber! of ‘spatd with direct
nominess or appointees of the Government, the
membera of all these taken together being sufficient
alWhyl to fo¥m 4 thajorily Of - coniseivaived, of
dielirds: of ' guverimeht suppbrters. 'Thad * Ofsa
isto be piled on Pelion”” It is''not éndugh kbt
the Viceroy is to bo made an autoorat, with absolute
power in his hands over the legislative par} of the
soverﬁiﬁeﬁt, ik {Be 1'1‘111}‘, ﬁo#&“‘ﬁmﬁ: g over
everything, but his power is to be fortified by the
ohief legislative body being eo fashioned (the * dice
80 lodfied ) 4 to'insheb firit'he ehall hiso! have 'the
support of the legislature in all his antocratie power,
thue giving to the world the impression that he is
ot afi adtserdt 4t all, 'but that Yo' 'fules by the ! itwill
Of‘thdﬁeu'ple;!l_ 1o ag et | "t Ao
‘There is more gtill. The autocracy is not to stop
with the Viegroys. It is to extend in large measure
to the Governora of Provinces. Siiice these Governors
(at'Well ha the" Viesroys) hres 'f@g‘ 'p? ?pbiriiﬁtéﬁ 'PIY

M

e Vigeroy (or-Governor-General) is to be

* pdbsibly - bé' ‘ebothplished by -the

QGreat Britain without India having any voice or
?owerlntho matter, there appears to be no way
in which India.will be able to prevent great
provinces from being governed by men like Sir
Micheel O'Dwyer, or to prevent British soldiers
like General Dyer' from commitling in any’ of the
provinces (under the autocratic authority “of
Provincial Governors or Viceroys, onme or huth)
atrooities 88 bad as those in the Panjab, incluing
masacres a8 terrible a8 that in Amritear, Will this
mean gelf-role for India ? " : :
Am I told that under the new constitution Britain
will be careful to appoint Viceroye and Provincial
Governord who can be trusted not to use their
aatocratie power in these ways? The answer is,
where hag ‘Indis any such aseuranes ? - Said Patrick
Henry: ;'I know no way of judging the futare
but by the past.” : '
Such- then sre the four main " reservations”
{there are others but these are the most important)
which Great Britain makes an indispensable part of
the new constitation which she i8 framing for the
Indian people. - .
Tnder such a constitution, will India possess
seli-rule in any sense whalever, not to say Dominioh
Status ?. 'Instead, will she not be held In abject
bondage, 88 really as in the past? The chains
with which she is to bound will be somewhat
different in form, end they will be slightly longer
in thia'direction and in that, 8o as to allow her a Jittle
more liberty of ‘movemen$ in her bondsge, but are
they not to be chains still, chains of steel, so atrong
and as bitter ag those of the past have ever been 7
Qreat Britain tries to reconcile India to thesa
resovations by eaying that they are ! temporary,”
to last only daring a ** transition;)’ period, then they
will be removed. The reply India makes is: How
long is the traugition period to Jast 7 Will it be ten
years, or twenty, or thirty, or fiisy, or a 'hundred?
The shortest time that we have ssen meationed from
any responsible British source is twenty yeavs.
Lord Reading and Lord Birkenbead are reported as
paying fifty years and a century. A clergyman of
the Church of Euogland, writing on the subject,
thinks the time should not be less than two
centuries. Does any reasonable man jmsagine that
India can be made satisfied jo wait any of these
periods to obtain what she beliaves ghe is ready to
receive and onght to receive at once ? .
Worst of all, there j8 0o date, India j8 nof
promiged that the transitional period shal] end af
any definite"time at" all, even- in tweunty years, or
fitiy or a hundred. Sheis only to}d that it aha]l
terminate somstime. When will that be ? Everybody
knows that & promissory nofe simply payable some-
time jg not worth the paper it is written on. Fuarther-
mure, and this is vital—/ndia ia to have no coutrol
over the domeiime; that countrol is to be wholly in the
hands of Britain. The end of the transition period
is to arrive only tohen some-futare British Parliament-
ghall think the proper time hus come. Will any
future British Parliament ‘ever distoVer such a time ?
Mr. Gandbi and fhé 'penple 0f India can see mo
peed for any reservations at all, or nuy delay at all
in tornj g over the government of Iudja to those
10 whotn it poperly ‘béloiige. Tho British aré uo
abler than the Indian leaders, They arv noc more
honourable., Their knmfl!que lof India ﬂx:péi' its
seds i muoh” infericr. The only thing that can
" Tl altbne,
India’s view, is to enable Britain''to hold Iiidia Al
for go mANY yeara longer. ' c ooy
If such an additional period of forced subjection
would improve thé [ndian people or’ make them iu
uny way more fit for self:rile, thers might Be sg:nb
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age for the delay, Bat how can prolongation of
::,:agge,- with its bumiliation aud degrading in-
flunce, and with the irritation and feeling of injury,
hostility and antagooism which it inevitably ocrates,
&t men better for self-government ? The declaraticn
of Gladatone should be heeded :

“Every year aod every month that a sabject
people are kept under the sdministration of &
despotic government, renders them leas fit for
freo institutione,”

If such a delay would make the transfer more
willing or more casy on the part of Britain that
might do something to joedfy it. But how can
postponement make Britain more willing or the
transfer easier ? There seems reason to believe that
the effect will be the exeot opposite. Every year of
delay will increase Brish investment in India and
other entanglements between the two countries,
which of course will tend to make separation more
difficult. Every yvear will {increase the public debt
which Britain is pilirg on India, and through this
atrengthen her grip, since most of the debt is owed
to Britain. Of courae, the stronger her grip, the leas
willing she will be to let go. So that these delays,
instead of being paths to India's eelf-rule, seem
serious obatacles in the of way her attaining it
within any visible time, if ever,

India foels indigoant that reservation of any kind
are imposed on her. Is she pvol a great civilised,
historic nation, that has ruled herselt in the past
for two or three thousand years without reservations,
ocenpying a place of hononr snd influence in the
world sscond that of no other nation ? Csnnot soch
a nation rule itself now? If not, why not? Has
bundred and sevemty yeavs of British rale camsed
such degeneration in that she cannot do again wbat
she did for eo long 'a period with distinguished
succers 7 India feels insnlled by these reservations.

8he aleo distrnata their meaning. What can their
real meaning be? Are they not another *‘smoke-
gereen”’ fuch as she declares she has experienced
so often from her present foreign rulers? Ia not
offering so-called gelf-rnle with these reservations,
on the part of Great Britain, another instance of
Rrofessinu_ to give without really giving? Ot

giving with one hand and taking back with the
other 7™

Under the name of granting India self-rule, does
not Britain by thego reservations really refuse to
give her self-rnle? It [ may quote the language
of the Editor ot New India (Mudras), “In holding
out to India so-called self-government with these
Kimitations attached, sre Indis’s foreign lords offering
her anything whatever but the trappings of eelf-
government without self-government at all ?”’ These

are vilal questions. All India is asking them with
intense earnestness,

Notice

———

INDIAN UNEMPLOYMENT

Will employers of ludian labour kindly

notify the undersigned of an e
their establishmeg y vacancies in

WRITE: Hon, Secretary, Sir Kurma
Reddi Unemployment Relief Committee,
175 Grey Street, Durban, or Phone Gentral

Indian Unemployment And The
Durban Town Council

A sab-committee of Town Conncillors, comprised
of Mesars. @. Reyburn, M. Cornelius, W. Laugton
and Mra. Benson has boen appointed to inveatigate
the vrevalence of unemployment among Indians,
and to recommend * ateps to be taken by the Comn-
¢il in order to provide relief.”

Thie decision follows a «lscassion with repre.

‘gentativea of the Indisn community, inclading the

Agent-General and Messrs, Knjee and Christopher,
At this interview, Mr. Christnpher declared that the
number of Indian nnemployed was increasing daily,
while so far the community had received no help
from either the Government or muuicipality,

He also referred to the displacement of a namber
of lndians formerly employed by the munieipality,
and urged that openings shonld be found for un-
employed Indians as unekilled labourers.

Kanwar Mahara] Siogh suggested that Indianas
might be employed on road making sanitary services
and levelling the incorporated areas.

Mr. H. N. Venn To Retire

Pretoria, Nov. 1

Mr. H. N, Venn, Commissioner for Immigration
and Asiatic Affairs, who will retire on March 8 next
year, will be gucoeeded by Mr. P. F. Kincaid, at
present Chief Clerk in the Department of the
Interior.

Mr. Venn, who was Under-Secretary for the
Interior when the present Goverpment ussamed
office, waa the first man to hold this dusl poat and
his administraiion was eonspicnonsly saccesaful,
He wae a very popalar public aervant and his ser-
vices ovoked the keen appreciation of the- many
Indian delesations which visited the Union.

Mr. Venn's successor, Mr. Kincaid, is a man of
high ability, He bhas bad loug experience in the
Department of the Ioterior to his credit and has a
thorongh knowledge of the requirements of his new
post. He joined the Departmount in 1909 after seven
and a half years’ servios with the Cuape Railways,
being appointed Chief Clerk in 1925,

Death Of 'Indian Statesman

Patna.. Monday.—The death has ocenrred of Sir
Syed Ali Imam, an uminent lawyer and statesman,
at the age of 65,—Renter.

Indian Child Wellare Society fentre

150, BROOK STREET, DURBAN

Open daily, Monday to Saturday, 8-30
am. to 1« am. Infants, young children,
nursing and expectant mothers.

Lady doctors give free attendance.

. Tuesday morning 8-30 o'clock, Frida
3500 afteriidoh 3 o'eloch.g 3 ’
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