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LAND TENURE

- TUESTIONS on the Transvaal Land Tenure Act
were put in the Indian Legislative Assembly
... abSimla in mail week. The following is a full
"peport of the proceedings, as contained in the Indian
exchange. .
 Mr. C. S. Ranga Aiyar's interpeliation, which broughé
forth a long atatement by Mr, Bajpai on behalf of the
Government, was followed by a string of snpplementary
questions end as the Assembly ‘still showed » desire to

_have the snbject disoussed on a special day, Sir C. P..

_Remaswami Aiyar, Leader of the House, promised to
consider the point, subject to certain discossions between
“the party leaders and the Chair.
" - Mr. Bajpai recalled the three main points dealt with
" in the statement made in the Assembly on the 5th April,
-and pointed out that special staff engaged to explain the
provisions of the asasisted scheme of emigration bad
been dismissed as the possibilities of such emigration had
now been exhausted. As for the Government of India
"co-operating with the Union Government in exploring
‘the possibilities of the colonisation scheme for settling of
Indians both from India and from South Africa, Mr.
.Bajpai stated that the initiative lay with the Union
Government, from whom no suggestion had been yebt
received. The Sonth African Indian Congress had
‘recently decided to appoint s delegate to the proposed
committee of investiation. :
As regurds the Land Tenure Bill, the changes made
..by Union Parlisment had the effect of forther safe-
guarding Indians, Clause 5 had been deleted, and the
"Minister for the Interior had been empowered to with-
draw any land from the operation of Sections 180 and
181 of the Gold Law where they prohibited residence
‘upon or cccupation of any land by coloured persons.
This power would be exercised after enquiry into in-
.dividnal cases by an impartial Commission presided
over by a judge, to validate the present illegal occupations
‘and permit exceptions to be made in future from the
‘occupational restrictions of the Gold Law.
. ‘After explaining the features of the Ac like protection
of fixed property aoquired by Asiatio Companies &ill 1st
May 1930 and the provision of appeal ageinst the
decisions of local bodies regarding certificates of fitness
to trade, Mr. Bajpai informed the House that the Indian
‘Congrees in Sonth Africa had decided to paasively reaist
the Act, and had appointed a Committee to organise
resistance. Probably, no ackion would be taken wuntil
the Commission to enquire into individual titles of
ocoupation had reported. Finally, he stated that the

Government of India had instrnoted the Agent to watch

developments, ' ‘
Mr. C. 8. Ranga Aiyar wanted tq-know. the strength of
the feeling of Indians against the Act, Mr. Bajpai

'ACT IN THE INDIAN LRGISLATURE

" MR. BAJPAI'S STATEMENT

stated that & great majority of those affected by the
Bill were not very keen on passive resistance. Sir H. S.
Gour was told that far from the Act complained of being -
violation of the agreement, certain changes bad been
made which improved it.

Mr. Banga Iyer here hiuted that the privileges enjoyed
by the Indisn Agent were fewer tham those of the
Japanese Connsel.

Mr. Bajpai later assared the member that the Govern-
ment of India were corresponding with the Union Govern-
ment on the question of entry of Indians on temporary
basis. He added that some changes made in the Bill
were the result of representations made by the Govern-
ment; of India.

Mr. S. 0. Mitra preferred a apecial day for dicussions
and Sir C. P, Ramaswami Iyer gaid that Government
were willing to allot a epecial day subject to certain
discussions between party leaders and the Chair,

Further supplementary questions still followed and
M, Bajpai informed that the new Agent had full con-
fidence in the South African community. Private
agencies were already exploring the pomsibilities of emi-
gration into Brazil. But no information bhad been
received from the -Union Government with whom thg
initiative lay,

" The Hindu of Madras comments aa follows on the
proceodings in & leader :— . -

_Mr. Bajpai's attemph to elnoidate the position of
Indians in South Africa in the Legislative Assembly
does not; appear to have been snocessfol becanse follow-
ing the etatement, there was & gemeral demand for the
allotment of a day to discuss the subject. The Leader
of the House, finding that there was a general desire for
a more elaborate disonssion, has promised to congider
the point and we do not hope that, in view of the grow-
ing importance of the question, an opportunity wonld
be given for a full debate. Mr. Bajpai stated that the
apecial staff appointed to explain the provisions of the
scheme of sssisted emigration had been dismissed “as
the possibilites of such emigration have now been
‘exhamsted.” As a matter of fact, the position seoms Lo
be that even, withont the special staff, large number
of Indians are availing themselves of the soheme contrary
to expectations on account of the acnte distress felt by
the community owing to tmemployment. We hope that
the Government wonld explasin to the Assembly the
measures which are being taken by the Union Govern-
ment to relieve nnemployment among Indians. The
reporta that have reached Indis about the way in which
Indians are being replaced by whites poiat to the fact
that the Union Government do mot feel that anmy
obligation rests upon them to look after the inberests
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of Indians; and yet oné of the cardinal featurea of the
Capa Town Agreemet fs that Indians who remain in
South Afrion bave to be looked upon a8 permanenk
members of the commupity whose uplift should ba the
special care of the Goveroment, Mr, Bajpei, referring
to the Land Tenvre Ach, point out the few fmprove-
ments which have been introduoed a8 & result of
the representations made by the delegation from
Indin at the beginniog of the year. It was stated that
the Minister for the Inteior had been empowered to
withdraw any land from the operstion of Sections 180
and 131 of the Gold Law which prohibited residence
upon ar ogeupation of any land by oolopred persone.
This power wonld be exercised by a Commisgion presided

over by a judge assisted by two other members, all of
them, it mest be remegbered, being offiolals of the -

Union Government, It will be remembered that the
Indian gummunity have atated at the Copgress recentl
held that they wonld passively resist the Act after thia
Commission has reported. It is generally feared, however,
that the recommendstions of this Commirsion when they
are made would be so znsatisfactory as to bs nnacceptable
to Indiane. Mr. Bajpai, we are afreid, ventnred into
epeculation when ba etated thet & great majority of ¢hose
affected by the Act were not very keen on passive
resistance. The Act hnsbrorghht relief only to a small
number of persons and even these are being persecuted
under the Heenring laws. The pablic wonld likke to
know whether the serious etatement made by Mi. Bsjpai
a8 reg:drds the ahtﬁtudc of the bulekd ofio the tlc::'mmtmi‘qvf is
founded npon the reports receiv m Agent, for
Tndia in Sl:;t.h Africa, On the other hand, the fack
that the resolution on pamive resistance was passed by
the Transvaal Indian Congress and later on by the
Sonth Afrieat Indian Congress is proof that the matter
i very kesuly felt by the Indian communily and that
they ara prepared to make huge sacrifies in order io
vindicate not only their bonour but the honowr of India.
The general impression left on one’s mind after reading
Mr. Bajpai's statement is that the Government of India
feel that they huve done all they counld and that the
Indisn community sre not likely to get any fozther help
in fighting that retograde meagare,

MR. BAJPAI'S STATEMENT .

Ri BAJPAI does credit to his
training and is ‘loyal ‘to his sale
. His handlinig of the debate, as
reflected in our Indlan exchanges, which
we publish elsewhere in this issue, appears
to have been in quite the best manner along
approved ministerial lines, and according to
accepled parliamentary standards, _
Ministerial and parliamentary ethics, of
course, preclude the smallest departure from
the truth, the litera] truth, that is, But no
obligation would appear to be recognised
necessitating a  disclosure of unpleasant
aspects of the matter under enquiry, of
imparting the whole truth, -
Mr. Bajpai’s self-satisfaction over the
labours of the Fazli Hussajn Delegation
almost makes us doubt our qwn understand-

ing of the Act and s consequences io-

ourselves, and to even wonder whether we
really ought not to welcome this freshly
imposed branding of us as undesirableg
becanse we are ludians, (will Mr. Bajpaji

please note the italicised words) and this
now successful move to effectuate oyr

- segregation because we as Indians fall into

the category of "coloured persons.”

The essential difference between Mr,
Bajpai, and other Indian gentlemen cireum-
stanced as Be is, on the one hand, apd
ourselves on the other, is that we Indians

- of the Transvaal “ocoupy the ufenviable
- position of the ‘toad beneath the harrow,

while they, from a safe vantage point,
calmly and a little patronisingly assure us
that the harrow is not.nearly ns painful

-8 it might have been but. for their kindly

offices, and that they entertain hopes that
if we are good toads, and survive Bir
hariowing experiences of the next few

years, a way out fror our trials and troubles
‘may be found.

What Mr. Bajpai and thase who. think
along his line evidently overlook=-er {f
they do hot overlsok, observe “with iti-
difference—1s, that the racial discrimination
invalved in the Act is a slur upon every
{udian everywhere; thut the implication of
racial inferiority expressed in the Gold Law
of the Transvaal or the Immigration Laws
of the Union is equally 4 stigma upon
MY, Bajpal, who happens to be a highly-
placed Iandian in India, as txpou.,l\fiy

5.

‘Greengrocer Patel, who is trying to earn 2

liveiihood by hawking vegetables in Johaii-
nesbutg, ' S

To the practical official mind, ta whi
the scoring of points is all-important, the
grounds of eur objection tb being treated. as

£ s

-undesirables and outeasts is perhaps some--

what difficult to appreciate. It is thoughe,
apparently, that as long as we .are net
whally deprived of our apportuniiies - to
make little money or even a living, our lot
is not serious enough to justify such a veiy
great fuss, That principles—regard for
honour and dignity—mean anything of real
value to us seems unbelievable, Happily,
of a not insignificant portion of aur people,
It may be said, they would rather live &s
lean men than as fas doge. - Our radical

‘objectiont to the Land Tenure Act; our

quatrel with its protagonists, i, it reiterates,
It re-emphasises the denial of our manhood;
it cancels Qut the much talked-of p:anrnse
of “uplift,” we prized greatly; it relegates
us to whatever kennels we may be oidered
to accupy and imposes chains that wiil
effectively prevent our operating, autside. 6f

the defined limitations, -
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[ndian Press On Transvaal
S_ituation

*The Leader’

Indian affairs in South Africa seem to be approach-
ing o crigis. At the recent mession of the South
African Indian Qongress which disonssed the Trans-
yusl Asiatic Land Tenure Amendment Act, a resola-
tion was passed advocating passive resislance after
the commission appointed under the Act had sub-
mitted its report. Now though 28 a result of the
1ast Roand Table Conference, theayils of the new
anti-Asiatic legislation re_ mitigated to some
oxtent, what the firet Cap&gvagrm:'omised
in it npliftment claunse was that the Union Govern-
ment would take * all possible steps for the uplifting
of every section of the permanent population to the
¢nll extent of their capacity and opportunities,” and
consequently whit Indian public opinion can
ressonably demand is that if the Unjon Government
are not willing or able to repeal the Gold Law of
1908 and Law 3 of 1§85, they can at least let the old
obnoxious lawe remain dormant as they have re-
mained so far, instead of reviving them. As it is,
wven after the amendments made a8 a resnlt of the
discussions at the last Round Table Conference, the
present Act gives enough power to enable an un-
sympathetic administration to jnjure Indian interests.
Thercfore we ean fully appreciate the feelings of the
members of the Indian community who are advo-
oating a policy of passive resistance. Bat the
question is whether guch action is likely to improve
our position or ruin them altogether. Few persons
van speak with greater authority on the capacity of
indian leadership and other conditions relating to
the Indisn community in South Africa than Mr,

stei. . He has expressed the opinfon that °passiv
vesistarice will end in great disaster ’ and has exhorted
Eunwar Maharaj Singh to ‘win the community
from the path of irretrievable blonder’ Therefore
st the leaders of the community consider well
before they decide on a course of action. Ad we
have always held, the Asiatic Land Tenare Act is a
most obnoxious measure which a justice-loving
povernment should be ashamed to place on its statute
bookt in the year of grace 1932, and we would urge
the British Government who otherwige claim to be
the sole guardiand of the interests of the depressed
wnd oppressed communities to pay Bome attention to
the conditions prevailing in Bonth Afrieca. But let
not the Indian community embark upon a policy of
sotion which would land them into even greater
diffionitiea.

“The Bombay Chronicle’

Wo do not know what justification Mr. V. 8,
frinivasa Sastri has for sending & cable to Durban
adviging Indians that * passive reeistance is mno
remedy for politiesi ills end is likely to end in great
politioal disaster. Much lesa why he should ask the
Agent-Genaral in South Afriea to plead with Indians

i my name ” to win South African Indians from
the. *path of irretrievable blander.”” The answer
from the South African Indian Congress however,
a8 been prompt snd conclusive. It comes in a
megsage that South African Indians “have decided
mnanimously to resist passively the Asiatic Land
Tenure Act” and that they are enrolling volunteers
for the purpose. They now appeal to their Mother
conntry to atand by them and help them financially.

Ungenerous

‘T'o advise Indians in the Sastri manner at a stage,
when it would obviously be diffcult ard weakening
. forthem fo retrace their steps and at 8 moment
when they vequire all the material and moral assist-
ance that their follow-conntrymen in Indiscan ve

them, is, to say the leaat, invidions and uwugenerous.
Mr. Sastri has said or done nothing all these months
when Soath African Indiane were prepaering them-
gelves for pageive resistance and it is unreasonsble to
mtervepe at the last moment with gratuitous advice
from his placid retreat in South India. Mr. Sastri
has such an overfine sense of fairness, said the late
Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer, that he is sometimes less
than fair to his own side, snd we now find him
diseon.l:agmg Indiane with warnings of committing
9f an ° irretrievable blunder " when they are appeal-
ing to their Mother conntry for aseistanee, '
What Alternative ?

Indians have done but little for their brothers
beyond the seas, who are suffering under the brand
of semi-slavery, Without disounssing the ethica of
passive resistance we wonld ask Mr, Sastri what is
the alternative that he suggest? to Indians in South
Africa, who are branded as inferior huaman beings
and treated with insnlts whioh they feel to be beyond
human endurance. Does he wish them quietly to
snffer their hnmiliations without a manly fight for
their rights ? Not even their worst enemies cam
complain that they have not uzed all the means
available to them to find a way out of the difficnlty
which now faces themm. Mr. Sasiri well mows that
they have exhausted almost all constitational methods
to indace the Union Government to spare them this
one more indignity, but their protests have been
contemptuously brushed aside and the Asiatie Land
Tenure Bill passed into law.

Our Duty

‘What more can they do? They are aware that in
such a struggle they can expeot little or no help
from the Government of Indis, since the latter have
already given their approval to the measare.
Mahatma Gendbi in the face of overwhelming
odds once led his countrymen in Sonth Africa to
victory, thongh we are aware that there is ne
Hardinge ruling over Indis now to approve a course
gimilar to that Mahatms Gandhi adopted. 'We have
no hesitation in hoping that Indians in South Africa
will have the fallest support of all patriotio Indians
in this country. Indians here must realise that
their conntrymen in South Africa are fighting their
battle to remove the brand of inferiority, and it is
the duty of every Indian to help them in every

ossibl A
® o “The Tribune’

The Imperisl Indian Citizenship Association,
Bombay, has juet received a cable from the South
African Indian Congress statiog that it was unani-
monsly decided at the recent session of the Con-
ference of the South African Indian Congress “ to
resist passively * the Asiatic Land Tenure Act. The
eable also states that the Transvasl Indian Congress
in enrolling volunteers for the purpose and appeals
to India to render financial and other assistance to
the South African Indians when the struggle actnally
starts. We have no doubt all patrioiic and right-
thinking Indians will render all possible help io
their affioted compatriote in Sonth Afries, if the
worst comes to the worst and they are compelled to
resort to Satyagraha to resist the racial arrogance of
the Union Government. May we, however, remind
the Government of India of their own duty in the
matter, If the Union Government rofuses to repeal
the Asiatic Land Tenure Act, it is the imperative
duty of the Government of India not only to extend
their moral support to the proposed Satyagraha in
South Africa but to refuse to ask the Indian Legis-
Iature to ratify the Ottawa agreements, in so far as
they relate to South Africa. Iiis only by taking
such action and by adopting & general policy of
rotaliation, that the Government can hope to effeo-
tively safegunard the interesta of Souch Afriean
Indians and give s practical proof of its sympsthy
with them.

T

A
-
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The Premier’s Statement Relating
To The Communal Award

( By RAMANANDA Gmrrmzl)‘

the publication éf the text of the decision of His
Mg':at.y’z l:‘(t;ov'ernmem: tegnrdl_ng communal pro!)lems,
the British Prime Minister has insued a statement, in the
conree of which he eays : .
“ We never wished to intervene in the communal
controversiea of India......We have realised from

the firat that any decision that we make is
likalvyfrgo begin with at any rate, to be eritioised by
every community pnrely from the point of view of
ite own complete demands, but we bel:evg that in
the end oconsiderations of Indian needs will prevail
" and all communities mt'lllLsee that tl:e;; duh{ﬁ c:; hi:
_ oo-sporate in working new constitution wl
to give India & new place in the British Common-~
. wealth of Nationg,” i
Mr. Ranisay Maodousld adds that the British Govern-
ment had to undertake the duty of giving their decision
on India’s cavstitutional communal problems, because of
“ the failare of the communities to sgree amongst them-
wlves” and “in response to repeated appesls from re-
presentative Indians,” . L
In order to apportion blame fairly it is necessary to
refer briefly to the origin of the communal controversies
and their sabsequent higtory.. |
It may beb:rege that the present Prime Minister and
his former and pressut colleagues, who had to do with
the firet and second sessions of the Round Table Con-
ference, never wished to infsrwene in the communal con-
troversies of India, Bat who were reaponsible for the
origin and growik of communal controversies in the feld
of Indian politics ? It ia & matter of common knowledge
shat our communal problems in their politioal aspects
were virtnally orsated by Gaovernor-General Lord Minto
in the first decade of this century. To prove this it is
not to state that the late Manlans Mahomed
Al gaid in Ln Cobgress presidential address that the
Mobammaden  deputation which waited upon Lord
Minto, asking for eaparate favourable treatment for the
Muslims aa regards seats in- the legislative bodies and
appointments in the public services, wag a © command
petformance '; nor is it necessary to refer to g gimilar
statoment made by Manlvi Abdus Samad, M.L.C., as
Ohairman of the Reception Committee of the Murshi.
dabad session of the Bengal Provincial Conference, For,
Morley, a8 Secretary of State for Indis, wrote on
the 6th December, 1909, to Lord Minto :
i . “1 won't follow you again into our Mahometan
dispute. Only I respect{ally remind you once more
" that it was your early speech about their extrs
_claimg that first started the Mahometar hare,”
 Sir Bampfylde Fuller's “favourite wife”
rd Olivier's observations on the British  attitade
towards Moslems are well known, For decades, there
ha;lheen disarimigatio:h in favour of Mussalmans in the
- Publio services and in the provision of apecial educational
facilities, Both ln the Morley-Mmto and

lating the separatist communal zeal of the Mnglim dele-
gates to the RT.C. The Prime Minister need. not be
reminded that all the Muslim delegates were soparitists,
except Intterly Sir Al Imem, who was not allowed to or
did not take part in the Ronnd Table Conference, Is it
_ bat there has been no communal
agreement ? ‘

. The British roferg being thus, iu tt at leagt,
ponaible for politival disagreement amt?:g the c?;mur::

——

ties, it was fheir bounden duty to devise a scheme which
wonld tend to produce agreement among them. Thig
they have not done. . .

The failare of Government’s own nominated mey to
come to an agreement cannot be rightly spoken of ag the
failore of the communities themselves, Nor were mos}
of them “representative Indians™ It may be that,
even if the communities bad chosen their own representg.
tives, they too would perhaps have failed to reach ap
agreement. That wonid, however, have been dgg in ng
small measnre to the communalist me:lmlity gmhed and
fostered by the Government’s own policy an meaguzeg
Baui, the B{'itish Qovernment neither n:zed nor
the communities to choose their own representatives for
the purpoes of arriving ab an agreement, It hag never
aiso been definitely stated by the c.?ritiah Government i,
Britain or in India what degree of-agreement  wonld be
acceptable to them, assuming of dourse that they would
really weloome a communal agresment. If perfect
unanimity were required, that would porhaps be up.
attainable. Even in Britain and other Weatern countrieg
there is no unanimity, there is great divergenco of
opinion, among different parties, in relation to many
matters of the greatest importance, So, it ought o
suffice, if in India important and influential soctions -of
different; communitiea come to an 8greement on easential
constitutional pointa, .

Now, Nationalist Muslims, assembled at the Lacknow
Conferencs, voted in favonr of d']oinh electorates. At the
Faridpur Conference they did the same. Thess decisions
were approved and weleomed by the Hindaa. The
Bengal IEmidency Muslim Leagne's resolation in favour
of joint electorates was fully endorsed by Hindu leaders
of all shades of political opinion, and this endorsement;
was published in the papers. Similar resolutiong have
been passed at meetings of other Muslim fsgociations. Af
& mesting of the Bengal Legislative Conncil, attended
by Muslim, Hindu, European and other members, &
resolution in favour of joint electorates hag been carried.
At the same Conucil, in the course of the. debate on the
Municipal Bill, a similar voting. in .favonr ..of joint
electorates has taken place, e o

Bat in epite of these olear indications that al Hindos
and an imporiant seotion of the Mnslims are in favour. of
Joint electorates—at least in Bengal, the communal
award X given in favour of goparate eleztorates in
all provinees. And why? 4 ently becanse a aection
of Muaslims want separate electorates. On the one gide,

. thers were an important section of Munsalmans and. all

Hindus and many Christiang ete. in favour of joint
electorates; on the other, there was a pection of Musal-

mans in favour of separate tes, to which.all
Hindog were o Hence, to all fair-minded -Imen,
it shonld have clear that the p; erating opimion
was in favour of joint eleotorates, oder the ciroum-

Stances, it would not be unfair to conclode that the
award bas gone in favour of separate electorates, becanse
British Imperialiss do not, wang & upited Indis, they
want'a divided India, and algo becanse Britishers in

saying 8o plainly, they profess -great 'anxiety for safe-
guarding the interests of Muslims. and “some others: by
separate electorates, Byt Bometites in uognarded -mo-
ments the real truth ecomeg out, “For example, in &
reb?ént 188u0 of The Siatesman of Oaloubta it hasg - been

“It ia from the hands of Britishers that the mew
consbitution must come, and iy no ciroumstances is
!:8 conceivable tha:: the British community here with

its enormons stake in tp :
hone e country would accept
It is understood, of course, that “ annihilation ” . means
““nob having for themselyes the caating vote,” as it were,

- In the legislative.bodies by means of over-representation

by separate electorates for themgelves—and b i
i ) sequring &
permanent overwhelming siatatory major{by in  the
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Connils for themselves and the subservient section of
Muslims combined, This Calcatta British organ advo-
cates the aystem of eeparate electorates for selfish reasona
ynowing gquite well all the while that it is an evil thing.
For it writes :

« Nobody will arguo that peparate electorates are
beneficial, that they promote the feeling of natiou-
hood, or that they do not tend to keep open sores
and prevent the healing of differences.”

1 have shown thet there hes been snbstantial agree.
ment bebween the Hindus and an important eection of
the Muslims—the Nationalist Muslims, particularly in
Beogal, in favour of joint clectoratea. Hence the British
Cabinet should and coold have given their decision in ita
favonr—ab least in Bengal. The Premier has stated that
the Government will * be ready and willing to subetitate
for their scheme any scheme either in respect of any one
or more of the Governor’s provinices or in respect of the
sohols of British India that is generally agreed to and
acoepted by all the parties affocted.” This assurance has
been repeated in_the Government's award. Therefore,
Government conld have given joint clectorates at least to
gome of the provinces, &.g., engal. That they have
not done £o, shows that they do not desire even & partial
mitigation of the harmful features of their scheme—they
appeat to want from the vast population of India &
complefe scheme of which all points are agreed to aud
acoepted by all the present and uny possible Juture mush-
room parties It is and wonld be iropossible te
satisfy such & condition. For at any moment ab the
dictate of the British imperialists, who are in & podition
to offer inducements, dissident parties may make their
appearance. Hence it would be fooligsh to build any
hopes on the words in the award w. ich say that Govern-
ment *are most desirous to close no door to an agreed
gettlement,” as ‘agreed” appears to imply perfect
unanimity on all points on the part of all possible partiea.

Another “agreed settlernent” which the British
. Cabinet have not accepted is the Rajah-Moonje pact
between Rao Babadar M. C. Rajah, the leader of the
.vast majority of the Depressed Classes sod Dr. B. S,

Moonje, working President of the Hindn Mahesabha,

according to which the Depressed Class Hindos were to

bave a number of seats reserved for them in proportion to

their numbers to be filled by eleotion by joint electorates,
Mr, Rajah has pointed out that the Depressed Classes
have gob less seats by the award than they would have
got by this pact.

Mr. Ramsay MacDonald claime to be & friead of
Indis. But whst he hes done completely belies the

.

He defends the continnance of separate electorates on
the ground that they have been regarded by minority
communities as an essential protection for their rights,
But this is not true of all minority communities. For

- example : except in Madrae, there have nob been separate
clectoratea for Indian Cnristiane, and generally speaking,
in Bengal at any rate, they have nob asked for, bt are
rather opposed to, separate electorates; the most important
organisations of the depressed classes—who by the by
are nok a religious commanity by themselves, have in-
gisted on joint electorates; and the foremost leaders of the
women of India, who also are pot at all 8 community by
themeelves, have :been opposed to geparate commaunal

: eleotorates. Ye all these groups have been cursed with

" - that evil thing

Even if Mr, MacDonald's defence of separate electo-
ratea for minorify communities were asaumed to be valid.
why has he given separate electorates to the Muslim
magorsly communities in Bengal and the Puonjab, where
the Hindu and Sikh minority communities did not ini-
tiate the claim to protection by such electorates ?
+, It is not troe aud it has not been proved that zeparate
Usstutuies give protestioh to minotities) of that thelf

&
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i R ¢ e T -
e -~ Rt - e T e~

interests are promoted or eafegmarded when
India a8 a whgle saffer, eguarded thoee  of
ﬁm'fltll; Premier says: “I want to see greater and
aller communitiex working together in peace and
amity.” If he be really sincere, he must be blessed, oz
rather cursed, with a perfectly illogical and obtuse mind.
For, with hin colleagnes, he has divided the people of
India into political groups in such a way that, if they
were not bitherto mutvally sugpicions and distrustfal,
they would henceforth suspest and be envious and jealoms:
of one unother, and, if already mutoally distrustful,
would have that distrast greatly ingrearad. And baving
done this, he asks the world te believe <hat he’ mincerely
des_u:;a!thepeopleof India e work together in peace amd
amil

Heeays: “Governmend have to face fasts a8 they
are and must maintain this exceptional form of repre-
sentation,” But when will British politicisna have the
honesty and courage to face khe other and prior fact that
facls are as they are, at least: partly because it was Lord
Minto’s early speech abont the Moslems' extra olaima
¢ that first etarted the Mostem here”” as Lord Motley
put it, and that the Morley-Minto reforms and the
Montagu-Chelmsford reforms have been such as to lead
that have to keep itself in ovidence ever mince ?

In the Premiet’s opiniom,

#The anomslly of giving oertain members of the
Depreszed Olagees two votes i abundantly juskified
by the urgent need of seouring that their olaims
should be effectively exprested and the prospecta of
improving their actnal conditton promoted.”

We do not object to the depressed clagses having sny
real advantage What is strongly objected to ia their
geparation from the main body of the Hindua.

The enlightened and progreative sections of the Hindu
community have been making considerable efforts to
improve the condition of the depressed clagses, Bo that
they may not long rémain depressed. Bat Government
now in effest declare that all “caste” Hindus, a8 Bri.
tashers call them, are hoetile to the: depressed closses, or
at least indifferent to their lot, amnd that therefore
separate electorates are required for them to protect their
interests against the imaginary attacks of the “caste”
Hindus. And Government have also offered induce-
ments to these classes to continue to deserve the titls
“d " 50 a8 to remain entitled to separste seats.
TUnder the circumsances, the prospecta of improving
their sctual condition,” secial, educational and €QOTIOMmi0,
must be poor indeed, . , :

Regarding the representation of women, Mt, Maodonald
observes ; . '
“ Ag regards women voters, ib has been widely

nised in Tecent years that the women's move=
ment in Indis bolds one of the keys of progresa. It
i nob too much to say that Indis cannot reach the
position to which it aspirea in the world until ita
women play their dne part a8 educaled and influen-
tial cifizens, There are undonbtedly serions objec-
‘tions to extending to representation of women the
communal method, but if seats .are to be regerved
for women as sach and women members are to be
fairly distributed among the communities, there is
in the existing circumetanoes 1o alternative,” (Italios
mine. R.C.)

1 bave already pointed out that the leading exponents
of women’s rights never wanted a communal distribution
of geats for themselves. Hemce separate communal
electorates ongnt not to bave been thrust upon them,
The Preaier talks of women playing their due part a8
« giucated and influential citizens,” for whioh edncation
and interest and participation in public movemenis are
essential, and be talks of a fasr distribution of women’s
scats nrmong the cvmiunitiesi I suppost they Lid heverd
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inks that if women's seats are distribated merely
gpl:::ft‘ihg heads, and not sccording to the extent of
education and the comparative absence or preseuce of
pnblic spirit among the women of different commanities,
that is a fair distribution ! I is well known that the
- leaders of the section of Mussalman Bengalis whose views
bave found scceptance with the Government think that
the women who would gtand as candidstes and cast votes
are nndesirable specimens of their sex. Ib is also well
known that female education has m:}de eomparapvely
mugch Jess progress among the Muslim community of
Bengal than among the Hindus. And owing to their

gocial and, educational handicep, Muslim women in -

Bengal can take very much smaller interest and part in
civic and othor public movements and affairs than Hindn
women. 1In spite of these facte, the Premier thinks it
fair to give the same number of seats to Muslim women
as tp Hindn women I Let me not be misnnderstood. I
cordially welcoma the prospect of Muslim women taking
part in publio affairs. It is only the Premxer's_clmm of
Jasr distribution of women's eeats which I repndiate.

One can imagine the inward glee with . which the
Premier robe in the failure of the Government nominees
at the B. T. O. to produce an agreed scheme, by telling
“the Indian communities™ :

% Let them remember when examining the scheme
that they themselves failed when pressed again and
again to produnoe to s some plan which wonld give
general satisfaction.”

Agmming that the failore of the Government nominees
must mean the failure of “the Indian communnities,” who
did not choose them, is that any renson why the British
Cabinet shaonld fee! justified in expecting the '%e'oble to
siccept their manifestly mischievona scheme #  The Pre-
mier thinks it a “fair und honest atterapt.,”™ It does not
seern axiomutic that it is either; ’

“The most that Government can hope for is that their
decision will remove an obstacle from the path of con-
stitutional sdvance,” 1t is 4 curions hope, seeing that
the decision keeps the old cbstacies intact arg creates
new ones. There can néaver be any conatitutiona) advance
by eand of constitbuional methods withont the joint
endéavour of all communities; but the word “joint” i
tahoo, snd ‘separate’ is the word beloved of the rolers of
India. Trconsistently enough, liowever, the Premier says

to the Indian communities, whom the scheme practically
requires bo non-co-operate with one another, “their doty
i8 to co-operate In working the new costitation which ig
to give India a new place in the British Comimonweslth
of Nations"; and he concludes his sanctimonions homily
with the simular obeervation that “communal Go-0peTa-
tion is a condition af propress and that it is their epeeial
duty to put npon themselves the responsibility of meking
the pew congtituljon work,” As Mr, MacDonald in
neither Machiavelli nor Mephistophelds hui the Prime
Minister of a great people, one ought: to thirk that be is
ot 3ndylgmg, in a gnm Joke. It is mwy poneidered
opinjoy. that, in #pite of the disrnptive tendencies of what
the British Cabinet haye done, all Indian commupities
ought o co-operate—not, of course, for makiog the new
opnatitutiop work, hut frr mdigaily mending . it, or, if
that be possible, for ending it and making & bencficient
one in jts stead, For, even if it were workable, it cannot
yce any balsnce of gocd reayls,

What is the “new place” which “the new constitation”
18 bo give India in the British Commpnwealth of Naoionz?
That; of & habitation of helots who mngt not make sny
Joint endeavonrs to be and remain free 7

. What are the precious rights of free men for which
different comrounities and groups are going to soramble
and fight ?  Of what kind of Swaraj, of what rights, are
the communalista going to get a big share, The Premier’s

Chambers Of Commerce .
Congress And Trade Licences

There was some opposition from the Nata)
delegates to the Chambers of Commerce Congress
to-day to the Transvaal resolution asking for the
reform of licenging boards, but it was carried hy a
big majority in these terms:— =

“Phat in the opinion of this Confgres_s' o minimige
the evil of over-trading, legislation is required ta
provide for the reconstruction of the persorinel of
the existing licensing boards dealiog with -tradg
Ticences, o e b e )

“That sdich boards shotld ‘inclode resideqt
magistrates and that they should hdve the power to
refuse the granting of licences, if they consider
there are already sufficient licences in existence to
meet public requirements and for any otber
reasons they consider necessary in. the pumblio
interests and which they shall disclose.”

“United India In A Forinight™

g ‘Ttdknow, Monday.
* After, Poona, Licknow,” jd the keynoté of thy
deliberations of all parties 4t the Moslem Conferbrice
which et in the week-end to close up the Moslein
ranks preparatory to reaching Hindu-Moslem solid-
arity. = .
Complete agreement wiili redolied to-tiight smotig
the protagonists of the deparatist aiid joint electorste
gobhools of Moslem thought. '
- A tepreséutative committee wis appbinted tor ths
purpose of tiegotiating with Hindus sud others, .
Addreesing a imerting aftei the ¢pnferenide Shiukit
All predfoted : “ Within a fortnight we shall have
a united Indis.”—Reunter.

Hindu fempig _'bispﬁt'__e -

Finding Of Bo‘ard. Q‘ll'l__Ari:l'trators

E P T iy e
On Stnday, Oct. 9, Mr. T. M. Naicker, Chairmpn
of the Board of Arbitration appointed by the Natal
Sopreme Court to go into the dispute. between the
trustees of tbe, Hinde Temple at, Clairwood and
certain Indiang regarding certain agcounts apd the
haesession of certain movable . property , of the
Templs, read the award to a large gathefing of
Hindys at the Qlairwood Temple Hall, , This is. the-
first time that 8 matter of such importancs had been
refTeLrec]iat.o Srbgtratian. DT Lo be
. The Board of Arbitraters, owing tp. the ungatis-
fuctory slate of pffairg, and net @ sirxf::.g to blzfr en
the incoming offigiala with puch inbilitiep, decided
that no money was dne to ar by .the Temple, with
the exceplion 0f the credit balance +at the Standard
Bank; aléo that all the movable properties of the
Temple shall for the time being, gatil provisions are
made in the De.d of Trusk tq be formulated, be
vested in the gustody of the Sianecgar and pther
officials as provided for in a revised conetitation, .
In addition te the formulation of & Trust Deed the
Board recommended the apoointment of a committee

=Y

statement and the award are both gileng, - for the control of all Hindn Templ mit
disputes conld be referred ?o ﬁ?&eﬂ B0 that similar
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Moving Scenes In Jail When
Mabidtmajee Broke Fast

Almoet a1l leaders af yepute were present before
Mabatma Gwmdhi when Bombay Government an-
noaneed throngh specis] vommuneqge that Mahstma
Gandhi's lifa is withip danger even if ha broke his
fagt on Monday.

Poot Rabindra Nath Tagore . etarted singing
prayers puncteslly st 5 o’clock before sunset in
the compound of the prison .of Yeravda which has
earned the reputation of being Yeravda temple
while Mahatitia Gandbt wad made geated in his bed
throngh the help of a board of. physicians,
Mshatma with cheerfulness glaring on, hig face broke
fast by takibg a small quantity of lime-juice.
Leaders joined the prayers cofferéd by India’s
greatest Poet and after san bour, when Mahatma
Gandhi appeared 2 bib brighter an Detter, dispersed.

" Gandhi

Suffers Stroké

o : London; Tuesday.
Gaitdhi’s London friends -apnounce that he bad a -
gtroke soon after he ended his recent fast in Yeravda
gaol,, They joid the Daily Hergld, lagt night (hat
this {nformation had .been received thramgh confi-
detial channels, explaining that the Government ef
India had banned sll ontside visitors and had tsken
extraordinary precautions to prevent mews from
reaching the popnlation of India. .

Tweo monthg agq‘Gghdhi duffered & blight stroke,
fragn _which he made a good recovery, hbut the
dootors always feared & sseond seiznre,

Me. Lioyd George Ot The.
Tréaty Of Versailles

“The slguatories of the Vereaitl-§ Treity, of
wham | was one, gave s guarantee to Garmany that
if she disarmed in accordande with tha conditions
of the Treaty; we should follow her enainple. We
have not done,it,? daglara Mr. Llopd George at an
International Peqaa ‘Soolety meeting.

JHeo added ), When the Trealy wpa signed, the
Igathty of the - plgnptories rF:d po jitention . pf
cirrging it out. Germany feels that éhe has been
daped. . That is Europe’s dengey fo-day. - There is
no greater peril for the peace of the world than a
people who aré justly angry at their treatment: -

T gin the last man to put in & plea for Germany.
Sha brought upon herself the terrible disaster, and
very terribly she has paid for it. But having given
our word wheh shé was prostrate; #very principle
of honopr demands thdt we dhould carry it out

B

faithfully, Zenerqnsly and chivalranaly.”
War Danget

[V R

I 1.u0n . -

Mv, Lloyd Gleorge, according to- Reuter, warned
the large peace gathering at the Guildhall of the
fdanger of the werld gnwiltingly plungiog into war.
He gaid he was convinced that no raler in Europe
desired .war ip, 1914, but the machinery onee
laried orashed forward apd overwhelmed pivilisation.
Me was quite preparg o defend the Treaty of
Versailles if it was gompletely capried out, but he
declared the majority-of the signatories never in
tended that, Before the ink was dry they were

3337
De Valera’s Claim
For £400,000,000
London, Oot. 18§,

Da Valern consistently maintnin&d that the omly
real permanent solution of the Irigh diflicvltics wap
a United Irish Republic, with some connection with

.the British Cominonwealth,” delcared Mr. J. H.

'_I'lmman. Becrotary of State for the Dominions,
in a statement th the House of Commons on
the breakdown of the Anglo-Irish negotiations. He
said that unfortutiatsly it was fmpossible to reach
an agreement; ‘

Validity Dented

The Free State case wad presented from an
bistorical and teachnical point of view. It denied
the validity of the sgreement op which payments
to Britain were baged.

It asserted that no ultimate financial settlement
was evdr. mada and olaim that a new settlement
should be made covering all financial matters,
including the alleged overtaxzation of Ireland since

. 1800 and thé alleged 1nes sustained in consequence

of the departure frvm the Gold Standard laat year,
Impossible To Accept

The {otal elaiu‘l 3 #ppfoximated to £400,000,000.
The Government was obvionsly unidbla to dccept
the Free State’s clalm for {lie reopening of the
prbvibns * dettlement tinless It confained some
maoifeat injnatice. .. .. e

. We cansidered,” Mr. Thomas gaid, “that there
wag neither a logal dor & moral basis for the Free
State claim respecting over taxation.

“Moreover we wera nushle tp accept the Frea
State’s claim regpecting matter arising since the
Anglo-Trish Treaty. The Government was actunated
by a sincers desire ta end the nnhappy dispute, hnt
it was obviouns that the Fres State delegates bad no
intention either of admitling tha validity or justice
of the previous agreementa.,”—Reuter.

Sikh-Moslem Fight

S Simls, Oct. 14.
Fourteen Moslems were killed aud 11 in nred in
gh affray at Budhalds in the Nissar district of the
Punjab following the theft and slaughter of &
number of cows belopging to Sikhs,—Reuter.

Indian Schaol. Sports

' , . -'I_..'l_-.- .

A schaol oricket elab was recently organised by
the teachers of the Zeerust School. in grder to
develop sports amang the country schools. The
following are thn members of the clab :—

.. A. Jooms, 8. Jonma, M. Bhikban, B. :Bafroodin,
M. Saloajee, M. Khan, M. Aboa, A. Cassim, G. M.
Hoosen (Captain), A. R. Hehim, A. H. Suliman,
1. Aboo, N, Jeewamia, H, Rajan (Vice Captain),
A, Kader. -

The. club js .veri, epceesaful in trainjng their
plagets and it {8 likely to vislt Mafeking i the
near futnre with Mr. X, @, Moodley one of their

arrangiiig to crénte néw armies, teachers:
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~An Appesl, Joseph Doke
For An Indian Returned Soldier The Missionary-Hearted

e . Price s Shillings
David Harry, served in the South African

[ndian Bearer Corps and the Cape Corps Go LD E N N U M B E R
O

in the Great War.

His wife and five children are stranded in

F
[ »
Vryheid. He wishes to bring them to INDIAN OPINION

1914
Durban. He is partially paralysed,
With them hepre he is confident that be- SOUVENIR OF THE
tween him and his wife they would eke out PASSIVE RESISTANCE‘ }
a living. MOVEMENT IN SOUTH HERICH.. ‘
Will you please help? o 1906  — 1914
Contributions sent to me for Ex.Private Price 2 Shillings.

Harry will be duly acknowledged in these

columns. 1 i 1 i
a cumistoprer,  Biographies of Eminent Indians
Ex-Sergt. Major, 8.ALBC., A Series of Uniform Backlsts ewch with & Portrais
Little Grey Street, giving & Succinet biographical eketch and containing
Durban. copious extracts from the speeches and writings of the
- personages described.
A Series of Uniform Booklets each with a Portrait
BOOKS FOR S ALE Dadabhai Naoroji, Gopal Krisna Gokhale,
Rabindranath Tagore, M. K. Gandhi,
— Budruddin Tayabji, Kristo Das Pal,
NOTE. Remittance should accompany the order. V. P. Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya.
ORDERS will not receive attention, Postal Orders to e fight Hon, Soyed Qmir Al
be made payable to * INDIAN OPINION " at Phenix g.'r. aye;!! l:::‘::: Khan, 5! éf..hrl‘l’e“ﬂlga K:gna,,
a A « Kriknaswamy Ai
Postage free on all books. D::J:‘:C. Rangacharlu, w. C. Bcnnerje‘: e
Address:— Indian Opinion, A M. Bose, o hinath Trimbon oL
Ish Chandra Vi, ,  Toru Duth, :
. PHENIX, Natal. S St Tun AR tadhava Rao,
Mr. Gandhi's Speeches & Writings 189601917 3 6 D. E. Wacha, ‘ Sir, Pherozesha Mehta
The Ethics of Passive Resistance 0 -4 Sri Ramkrishna Paramahamaa, .
The Indians of South Africa by H. 8. L. Pelak 2 0 Ramhimtulla Mahomed Sayani,
The Story of the Ramayaunae, the Epic of Rama 0 86 ﬂ" h’:‘;‘ﬁ‘f‘,‘;":’" ﬁ{""'& g‘} g"g"ﬂc"“ﬁ .
Hindu Social Ideals by Dr. P, J, Mehta 0 6 Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Behramjt M. Molabo:,
A Book—and its Misnomer 10 . Baobu Surendrnath Bannerjee, '
};dim(l} Hﬁme ];k:lxlle by M't.%' Gandhi 1 86 Roa Bahadar R. N. Mudholker.
on. G. K. Gokhale and the Indeature Syatem 1 6 i illi
E;hm&;m Works, iz N Price One shilling each.
indranath Tagore, A Lecture by C. F, A. 0 8 i . . .
The Late M. Joseph J, Dok n
Tho Lo M. Joeph 3. Dok o ¢ The ™ Friends of India’* Series
Story-of My Experiment with Troths by M. K. @. 1 ¢ Theso are short biographical eketches of eminent men
Juil Diary l:y Rajagopalachary 2 0 who have laboured for pt.he good of India. Copions
Leo Tolatoy’s Letter to & Hindu 0 8 extracts from the epeeches and writings of the * Friends
of Indin” on Indian Affairs are given in the sketches
THR GREAT TRI AL OF g;ieh voloms hes & fine frontispiece, Tobe had at this
ce.
. Lord Morley, ipom,
i st s Gend & Mr. Bule S Willamtyeddmburn, Lo b,
is 18 edited by Mr, K. P. Kesava Menon and ) sant, mund Bruke,
contains & Foreword by Mre, Serojini Naidu, It containg gt::,’f';f.’.;ﬁ:“’" ﬁf"‘f’gbg me.
the foll report of the Trial of Mahatma @sndhi including Sir Henry Cotton, Lord Macaulay, .«
Mahatma Gandhi's statement. the Judgment and Mabat- Rev. Dr. Miller, Sir Edwin Arnold;
ma Gandhi’s reply. It also containe the.offending articles - Lord Hardinge. 15 -
for which Mahatma Qéundhi was arrested and description Price One shilling each. '
of the sceno at the Ashram when he was arrested and

other interesting subjects dealing with Mahatma Gandhi,

Fie oo il The Story of My Experiments

Satyagraha in South Africa | ¥ith Tl'llﬂl
By M. K. Gandhi,
Price g Shillings

Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi




