No. 37—Vol. XXX,

Friday, September 16th, 1932z -

Regisiered at the G.P.O. as a Nowy .
Paice Fourrauck, ppe

AND NEWS

NOTES

-~

HE Indian mercantile community has snffered
a great loss by the very sudden death of
) Mr. M, 8. Randeree which took place Iazst
. Wednesday at bis residence in Queen Street.
Mr. Randeres suddenly took ill after leaving the
Mosque at 2 o’clock and before medical aid
could be applied he expired, The psad news
was spread throughout Durban within a short
time and was received with a great shoek
especially by those who had seen him - hail and
hearty not one or two daye previonsly but an hour
_ or half-an-hour before his death. The late Mr.
Randeree was one of the oldest merchants of the
town and ranked among the wealthiest. He came
to Natal in 1889 from Bombay and was in business
in Field Street and later in Pine BStreet. In 1925
he visited Mecca, Medina, Palestine, Egypt and
India, returning to Natal in 1926. The late Mr.
Randeree was religiously minded and took a promi-
nent part in the moral and edneational advancement
of his own people. By the passing of Mr, Randeree
a leading light has disappeared from the Indian
. mercantile world of Durban, His funeral which
took place at 9-30 p.m. was attended by Europeans
and Indiane and notwithstanding the very short
. notice and the late hour at night the attendance
. 'was very large people from as far a8 Ladysmith
 having come to pay their last tribute to the deceased.
The late Mr. Randeree died at the age of 62 leaving
behind a widow, five daughters and four sons and a
large family to mourn their irreparable loss. We
extend to them our hearifelt sympathy.

‘WE heartily congratolate Kunwarani Maharaj
Singh for having accepted the presideniship of the
Indian Child Welfare Society. This institution has,
apart from doing humanitarian work, succeeded
more than perhaps any other institution in bringing
Indiane and Euaropeans into closer contact with each
other, and the community, no dounbt, owes a deep
debt of gratitude to the many Enropean friends who
have constantly been working in cec-operation with
the Indians. This institution owes its smccess more

_ to their co-operation than anything else. The status

* of the institution is greatly enhanced by the fact
that the Knnwarani has taken its presidentship, and
we have no doobt ehe will bring by her grest in-
fluence still more support not only from individual
Europeans but from the Government tao. She will

" also be able to influence those of onr countrymen

“who bave so far been apathetic towards the very
ugeful work of the institution to takke more interest
+in it and to render every practical sssistance in the
preliminary work of nation-building. It fs easy to
bring into existence living beings but it is not as

- eagy to bring them up into a good nation. ILet this
fact be remembered by every Indian and let it
awaken him to the daty he owes to the children for
whose existence he bas been responmsible. We
sincerely hope that the work the Kunwarani has
taken upon her showlders will be crowned with
BRccess,

THE Government of India has cabled the Agent,
Kunwar Maharaj Singh, regretting the passive re-
pistance attitude taken by Indians at their recent
conference in Johannesburg regarding the Tranevaal
Land Tenure Act. The cable reads :—

The Government of India regret the decision
and feel that the action taken can only alienate
the few friends which the Indian community
has in South Africa, and will undo sll the
efforts of the two preceding Agents to improve
relations between the two racea.

COMMENTING on the Transvaal Land Tenure Act
the Servani of India writes :—

“ On the merite of the gnestion, there cannot be
any doubt that the Act is anwelcome inssmuch as
for the first time it seeks to render effective the
segregation law of the Transvaal, which was never
accepted by Indisns and which has hitherto been
often evaded. . . No wonder the spirited among
the Indiane refuse to accept the Act and advocate
non-co-operation. While we sympathise with their
feoling, we must deprecate their advocacy. For one
thing, the Government of India have acquiesced in
the Act and cannot now oppose it. Without the
moral backing of the Government of India the
agitation in South Africa will be greatly handi-
capped, and in szch an enterprige failure is worse
than defeat, Oun practical grounds, therefore, we

- urge the Indians in the Tranavaal to snbmit to the

Act, make the best of it and hope for better times,”

THE above are fnrther specimens of the dis-
couraging messages we receive in our resolution to
resist the Asiatic Land Tenure Act. But those of
us who have resolved to resist the law will not be
digcouraged. To those who have not they may
gerve as a consolation, We feel that if the few
friends of the Indian community in South Afriea
cannot help us out of our humiliations they are not
our friends. We feel that since all the efforts of the
two preceding Agents to improve relations hetween
the two races have, obviously, utterly failed and

_have only resulted in -the enectment of further

repressive legislation against us, the efforts of the
third Agent will be futile and that the honourable
conrse for any civilised Government would be to
gever its connection with a Government that cannot
respect its word, that turus a deaf ear oven to its
requests and appesals. As for onr contemporary we
are glad to nofe that it admite that the present law
“gor the first time seeks to render eflective the
gegregation law of the Transvaal which was never
accepted by Indians,” We regret, however, "that
while it sympathises with our refusal to accept the
Act it deprecates our advocacy to reeist it. Its
reasons for doing 80 do not very much appeal to
us. The Government of India has betrayed the
Indian coramunity by acquiescing in the Aot. We
expeoted it to safeguard our honour and not to sell it
away for a meas of pottage for a few. We have l_:ad
no kelp from it and we can little expect any baoking
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from it at this stage. Our oontempomry_‘u seeon.d
veason fo desist us from resisting the Aot i that, it
thinks failure is worse thac defeat. We beliove
that our failure is in our sabmission to t@e Act, We
might be defeated in our purpose of getting the 4et
repealed but our satisfaction will be in not having
submitted to the humiliation imposed --upon us.
Thus far we will have sucoeeded. The rost will be
left in the hands of Providenos,

Mr, P. K. Deeni, secretary of the Transvaal _Indinn
Congresn, has come to Durban to discuss witk the
officials of the S.A.1.C. the line of action to be taken
in connection with the Transvaal Land Tenure Act.
Forty volunteere heve enrolled themselves to take
part in the Pgasive Resistance struggle the date for
which is not yot fized,

MAHATMA GANDHI'S DECISION

E have devoted a large portion of this weok’s

. issue in reproducing from the Indian
exobanges the details of the settlement of

the communal guestion 38 declared on August 20
by the Hritish Premier, which has brought about a
turn of events in India, We do not claim to be
competont enough ‘to dabble in Indian politics as
soms of our sontemporaries do without Imowing the
facts and relying only on s few seraps of news
supplied by Reuter’s Agency., We will not there-
fore vonture to discoss here the details of the
communal award. Wa do nokt know if the news
agents act independently or are guided by the ruling
powers who want to keep the world in the dark as
to the true state of affairs and want to prove to
the world that they are abaolutely guiltless and ere
always doing nothing but the right thing, If they
are acting independently we must condermn their
aotion in giving garbled news especially about
Indis. If they are slaves or paid servants of the
ruling powers then they are certeinly free from any
guilt exoapting that they are pawns in the Govern-
ment’s game of hiding facts, From the ECTApDY
news sent ont, for the consumption of the people in
this couniry aboui the eorrespondence between
Mahatma Gandhi and the British Premfer and Sir
Bamuel Hoare on the commemal question and sbout
Mahstma Gandhi's decision to fast to death as a
protest againgt the Government's award in regard to
the depreesed classes, one is not able to underatand
the real sgnificance of Mahatma Gendhi's grave
decigion. To that extent an injustice bas beern done
hitn and these responsible for the tranemission of
such news are guilty of misrepresentation. One
thing we know for certain is that Mabatmsa Gandhi’s
deoision to fast s not directed againat the Govern-
ment. Theproponed fast I8 not to oserce anyome
fnto eobmimlon. Tt ig purely a religions tast ‘as a

Mahatma Gandhi’s proposed snpreme sacrifice is not
for the matter of a meve dutail bat for a great
principle. ¥tis claimed, by the London Pimes, which
speaks for the Government that the award was forced
upon the Government by the peraistent failare of
the Congreas Party and the Hindus to reach agree-
ment on Indian minorities, This is not the truth,

THo ¢BVeFantekt hay Hover i858 the OoffPlats

20 but would

and nover accepted the Congress decisions. It hag
found them unpalatable to the extent that every
Congressman {s thrown into prison. I bas chosep
to work only with its favoured ones. ¥f the Govern.
ment did recognise the Congress as a * great ang
powerful organisstion” as Lord Frwin declared it
was when he wanted & truce after a bloody year's
struggle in 1931 it wonld have abided by the deel.
siona of that organisation. But can the Government
afford to have a united India? From time im.
memorial it has ruled India with the policy of
divide of impera and is trying to continue to do g0 by
crushing the Congress, It is yvary trnly msid by
Mr. C. 8. Ranga Iyer in the Assembly at Simla thag
the present gommunal award i8 *a conspiracy 1o
break up the joint family of the Hindu communnity,”

Thig is what the Indian Sooial Reformer hag 1n gy
abont the communal award: “Taking it, as it
stands, it is the saddest confeasion by British states.
men of the total failure of British rule in this country
84 an influence for harmony and goodwill ameng the
communities of India.” The concern shown by the
British Premier for the minorities is ntter cant smd

hypocrisy which must donblless end in God's
good: time. N . o
- Mahatma Gandhi’s Decision

On India’s Communal Question.

'I'h;é following messages arp reproduced from tl_:e

daily papers ;— -
London, Monday,

Gandhi has decided upon a “fast onto death” ss
8 protesi against the Government’s solution of the
depresead clssses preblem in the eommunal decision
which he maintaing is no remedy for their crushing
degradation. His decision is annommeed in the
course of oorrespondence with Bir Samuel Hoare
and the Prime Minister, which has been puablished -
at Gandhi’s request,

When the Government’s decision to give the

. communal award was announced in March Gaudhi

wrote to Sir Samvel Hoare from Prison at Poona
reminding him that a4 the round table conference
last winter he stated he would resist with his life
separate electorates for the depresssd clagses, and
announcing his intention to put the threat into sffect
if they were introduced. Sir Samuel replied with
the assurance that the views of all concerned wonld
be taken into consideration and suggested that a
decision should he awaited,

The day after the Government’s
sunounced Gandhi wrote to the

]

decision was
Premier stating :
I shall have to resist your declsion with my life.
The only way T can do 8o is by declaring a perpetual
fast unto death from all food eave waler, with or
without soda and ealt.”
Gandhi added that the fagt wonld begin on Sept.
ceasd if the Government withdrpw

communal eloctorates for the depreased classes.
Premier's Reply .

The Premier acknowledged the letter with sar-
prise and regret. He eaid he thonght Gandhi had
written ander a misenderstanding and pointed ont
that under the Government’s scheme the wnity of
Hindu sosiety would be precerved. The depressed
classes would remain part of the Hindu electorate,
bat for the first 20 yearn they wonld regeive 3 limited
nuamber of special constitnencies 83 4 means of gafe-

gﬁgjng their rights and interests, The Premier
& that the Government's decision stood unlesg
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the communities reached ati alternative agreement,
and saggeated thet Gandhi might wish to reconsider
his decision in view of posdible niisunderstanding.

‘@anidbi rzplied on Sepotember 9 claiming to speak
ati bohslf of the deprossed classes, saying that if the
deoision stood it would arrest the marvellous growih
of the work of Hindu reformers who had dedicated
themaelves to uplift their suppressed brethren, ond
adding that he was compelled relnctantly to adhere

to his decision.—Reuter.
. Gandhi’s Relese Expected
- ‘M#asURES To Save Hig LiFe
L P Simls, Monday. -

Gandhi will probably be relsased on September
20 according to Assembly lobby circles. Immediately
ifter siarting his fast he will be talen to Sabarmati
Ashram; his rereat in 8 subarb of Ahmedabad. The
Government is takipg precauntiouary meagures to
mest any nntowsrd developments, Gandhi is exs
peoted to survive bris fast for « month. o
. ‘Itis recalled that Gandhi’s previous 21-day fast
doving Lord Reading’s vice-toyalty led to the abns
vening of dn all-party gonferencs; aud it is expected
a gimilir movement on. this oocasion will seoure
wiufoal agréement to eavé Gandhi’s life.—Rentem

‘fhie London correspondentt of the Natul Adverfiser
states in a message dated Tuesda¥ :—= :

The Times, in a leader, says that Gandbi will pro-
bably keap his word; but it is also: certain that the
British Government will stand by the award, unless
the Indian communities reached an agreed solmtion
tn time. The alternative is the betrayal of its obli~
gations to the depressed communities which is un-
thipkable, and the mass of public opinion in Britain
sopport the Government’s refasal to submit to the
aruel threat, . ‘ .
. The Government’s case is ananswerable. Gandhi
announces that he will by his suicide protest against
the Government’s award, but that award was tforced
upon the Government by the persistent failure of
the Oongress Party and the Hindue to reach an
agreemeont on Indian minoritiss. .

If Gandhi starves bimself to death he may be re:
garded as a martyr by his own simpler followers,
but the less sentimental will note that he sought to
throw the blameé of -the eonsequernices of his 6tm
political and religions eorivietions ot the Govein-
ment instoad of impating it 1o the failure of his own

- sounfrymer to agree,

Gandbi conternplates suiside over the difference
Between an nnknown, probably infiinitesimal, quan-
tity of representatives of the depresssd classes who
might be elected under the common framckise and
4% pet cent. of the total who will be elested wrder
the Government’s award® In Ewope and Ameries

_ the difference will hardly seem wortk the sacrifice.

English Press And Gandbi

" London, Tnesdsy.—A careful ezamination of
dhi’s argnments by the English Press leads to
o general conclugion that the Government’s deci-

sion ag regards the representation of the depressed

classes eannot be deflected by his threat of suicide.
The Zimes points out that Mr, Rameay Macdonald
" valnly somght to reason with h}p in an altogether
admirable reply, and the Daily Telegraph asserts that
there were ne attempts at any point to refate the
* Premior’s Tong and careful presentation of the issne:
The Daily Herald, whose pronounced sympathy with
Gandhi is long-stapding, admits it hard for the
Sverage Knglishman to understand the werking of
his mind, and points out that his threatened sacrifice
%a not for what appears to the average British mind
¢ larger isaue but one which seems to be a detail of

- vonstitntion-framing.—Reuter.
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Asgembly Debate At Simla

The Natal *Advertéser' Y.ondon corresporident i &

megsage dated Wedneodiuy atates s )
- The Legislative Assembly, says the Simla eorres-
pondent of the Zimes, yesterday talked ont & motion
for an adjournment to discuss Gandhi’s snicide
threat. The debate showed that Gandhi's meve has
little sympathy exoept with a handfnl of members,

Mr, C. 8. ga Iyer, moving the mofion, de-

olarod that it Gandhi died as & resnlt of “this eon-
spiracy to break up the joint family of the Hindd
9tc:mmnnity, * the British connection would die with
i ‘
* M. Haig) the Homé miembe#; asclknowledged the
sincerity of Gandhi’s communnal steed; but said his
action was intended to bring coercive pressure not
bn the Government but on the depressed clzsses’ re-
presentatives for the purpose of foroing his parti-
oular golution in & roatter of publioc policy.

The. fecling - that Mr. Ramsay Macdonald has
eompletely demolished Gandbi’a case is by no means
oonfined to official qaariérs or to Gandbi’s babitual
non-official opponents. Sir Azinepu Patro, leader
of the Justide Paty in Madras, for exaniple, deplerea
Gandh¥’ * tragic attitnde of mind on the problem of
the Untouchables,” while the remeady lay with him
to redress the cruel wrongs potrated againgt his
fellow-beinga in the bame of Hindu religious beliefs.

Mr. V. J, Patel; a former president of the Indian
National Congress, who i in London,' eibled to
€@andhi askiug him to recobsidér his decision o fast,
*I dm of the
opinicn that Gandhbi's diesppedaratce will be a greatér
lomd to linudreds of millions whose eves ars torped
towards him for their deliverance than even his
fires'e,nce in retivement if he chicoses that alterras

ve, ‘ )

Child

_Fifth Assiversaty o l
) bl b g,
* e fitth annivérsary of the Indian Child Weltire
Socioty was celebrated laet Monday night at the
Parsee Rustomjee Hall, Qdeen Streel, Duirbax.
Mrs. 8. Moodley wis in the chisir. Amiong those
present woré the Kunwar dnd Kunwarani j

Welfare Society §:

.Bingh. Mrs. Moodley in the courss of hér epeech

paid a high tribate to the Europeaii friends whg
had teken a koen inferestin the Soclety’s wirk mnd
made special mentiot of Mrd, Benson iti this respedt.
The Agent was thien garlanded and bougueéts were
presented to the Kunwarani and the Europeit
frieridg ih Fecognition of their voluntary services,
Secretary’s. Report

The secretary Mrs. @. Ohristopher submfitted
her report of the fifth year of the Bociety’s work.
The roport was for the éight mwonths ending July,
1931, in order thst the fatare year would be coumied
from August 1 to July 3L '

Dauring the eight monthe ander review the nam-
ber of attendance was 4,968. 65 medical sessions
were held by Dr. Janeét Jaohson and Dr. Minnie
Alper, at which the number of attendance was
1,450, 942 babies under one year attended. 299
gchool children were examined by one er other of
the lady doctors, Many ocame for treatment whem
there was no clinic, 218 expectant mothers same
for advice and treatment, The midwife atiended
46 cases and made 112 antenatal visits, .

The Society had several cases of adopted, pro-
tested children and deserted wives: Adopted and

tected ehildren were visited regularly by the

ealth Visitor and by two members of the Cem-
mittee, who also investigate and recommend
adoptions, The cages of deserted wives were alsg
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. All this nececesitated visita to -the
%&hest;p()ﬂim at the Law Courts and investiga-
tions at the homes of these cases.

Food And Medicine Supplied

' of lactogen were distributed, that is to
mf;%(lllll’; were given free and 7911bs were sold at
half coet, 1980 ozs. of cod liver oil Emulson were
given freo to mothers who were in very poor
eircumstances and were unable to feed their babies
paturally. 930 ozs. congh mixtures, 209 ozs. ligoid
parafin, 692 quinine tablets, 500 asprin tablets and
many useful drugs were given free to indigent cases.

Addington Hospital

The Society found it difficnlt to get patients to go
to the Addington Hospital for treatment, ss many
poor cases were being charged fees which they were
wnable to pay. A sub-committes was appo!nted and
interviewed Dr, Btewart, the Medical Superintendent
of the Hospital, who promised to give free_ treatment
to all poor cases recommended by onr BOOIBW.- Th’e
Society had to send four poor to St A.xdans
Migsion Hoapital at the Society’s expense owing to
its difficulty in getting patients to go to Addington
Hospital. The Society was, however, glad to report
that patients gent to the Addington Hospital have
since received hetter consideration. L

Grants-in-Aid

The Sociely receives the following grants : —

(a) £50 annusl grant-in-sid from the Pro-
vinoial Council; (b) the Durban Town Council pays
salaries to the Health Visitor who is in charge of the
Centre, of 2 mid-wife and an Indian lady attendant.
The Counoil has aleo given the use of the building
with eleotric light and telephone in Brook Street,
which 8 the SBociety’s Centre.

Thanks of the Boclety were expressed in the re-
port to Mre. Benson, chairwoman of the Municipal
Health Committee, Dr. Gunn, Medical Officer of
Health, Dr. D. McNeill in 'oharge: of the Ohild
Welfare Dapartment and Dr, Stewart, Superintendent
of the Addington Hoapltal, for their ever ready help
in the Society’s child welfare work:

Thanks were also expressed to Dr. Janet Jackson,
Dr, Minnie Alper, Dr. Seedat, Mra. Maurice Wobb,
Mise Standing, fndian Opinion, Indish View and the
donors to the Sooiety Bazaar,

In conclusion the secretary meid: “In every
department of our work, there is 4 marlted incorease
in the number of czses. Each -Year has ghown an

increase and during the eight months ander review’

there has heen 2 big increase all round. The de-
mand for baby food and medicine is growing,
'Unemqloyment which is very acute among our people
brings increased want, and our women and children
snﬁe:: the most. We appeal to the public, more
eapemt_ﬂly to the members of onr community to give
of their charity, to bring a little happiness into the
lives of the poor ohildren and their distressed
mothers.” -

L Financial Statement

The financial statement was submitted by Mrs.
V. Lawronce which after disbuarse; te
oredit balance of £144—12—9, rients showed a

Speeches' -
In moving the adoption of the reports, the Agen
KunwarMahaijingh, pointed ont to the nnetu::
ness of such an institution apg what good it had

done in India where infanttle mortality was so

Agent, “in which we 'all can co-opurate whatever
ouar nationality or creed.” B
In seconding the motion Dr. Campbell said he
waa very pleased with the report of the work done
and pointed out to the need for both men and
women interesting themselves in the welfare of their
children. :
Kunwarani's Appeal

Kunwarani Maharsj Singh, who, the chairwoman
annonnced, had very kindly consented to accopt the
presidentship of the Bociety for the ensuing year,
gaid that this was going to be the beginning of the
useful work she proposed doing for her people. Mr,
Sastri's parting words to her al Bombay, she said,
were that this iustitution was one of his small
efforts for the community and he hoped &he
would interest herself in it. The EKunwarani was
very mach encouraged by the progreas the institn.
tion had made, .

“From what I have seen in Durban hospitals”
declared the speaker, “there i8 a orying need for
medical relief for the community. What struck me
is the appaling lack of nureing and hoapital acoom-
modation.” The Kunwarani eaid she felt very much
ashamed when she found Europeans, quite strangers
% her, coming forward to offer finaneial help when
there was, 80 far, not a single offer made by our
countrymen. “I am sorry,” she said, “ that people
who can give hold back their hand. We certainly
appreciate offers from other people but we must
first help ourselvea,

- Mrs. Benson

"There is one thing on which we ail can agrea
apon while we might differ in other things, and
thatisto do our best for our children whatever
colour they have,’* sald Councillor Mrs. Bepson.
She assured the Indian section of the sapport of the.
European division' of the Child Welfare Society.
* Our needs are great, but there are also your chil-
dren, whose needs we cannot forget in that we have
& common basig, Child welfdre is'not only a woman’s
job,” she added, ‘

Mrs. O. Siedle

Mrs. O. Siedle eaid she was Ieonly interested in’
child welfare work and she wonld do everything to
help in the good work of the Soociety.

.Dr. M. Alper

Dr. M. Alper paida tribute to the work of the
Society and said that the Society should render as
much free gervice ae possible to the poor and for
this a larger collection should be made and the
money collected shonld not be banked but apent,
It ir not 80 much of importance to show a good bank
balance at the end of the yoar as to show the
amount of practical work done,

Mr. A. Ohristopher paid & high tribnte to the
generous help given by the many European friends
in this work and thanked them for their presence at
the mseting, He referred to the Immigration laws
affecting Natal which were sti]l in operation and
whlol} allowed ohild “In India this
queation was being eeriously tackled,” he said, *and

tlmt_as the matter affected child welfare, the new
Prendent,_Knnwmi Mabarsj Singh, might tackle
the questiop,

Mr. V. Lawrence moved & vote of thanks to the
European guests,

The chairwoman announced that the election wouiti

. take place on September 24 and the funection termi-

nated with a vote of thanks to the chair. .
Among thoss present were Senator S.-S. Brisker,
Mr, and Mrs. D L._ Forbes, president of the National
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Council of Women of Scuth Africa (Durban braneh),
Dr. and Mre. Campbell, Mrs. and Miss ‘Whiteutt,
Mrs. Maurice Webb, Miss Standing, Mise M. M,
Kriel, Secretary of the Y.W.C.A. and others,

M. K. Gandhi Library And-
Parsee Rustomjee Hall

Eleventh Anniversary

. The eleventh anniversery of the above institation
“was colebrated on Tuesday, September 6. Mr, O.
H. A. Jhaveri, chairman of the Library and the
Hall Committee, presided.

. Among those present included the Kunwar and the
FKunwarani Mabaraj 8ingh, Bishop Ferguson-Davie,
Rev. Satchell, Mr. W. Doull, and Mr. A, H. West,
The hall was full every seciion of the community
being represented and a large number of ladies were
also present.

The chairman, in his opening remarks, stated that
they had gathered on an auspicuous occaglon, it
being the New Year of the Parsee community.
paid a high tribate to the charitable disposition of

the Parsees a8 a race and quoted, as an instance, the -

late Parsee Rustomjee, the founder of the institntion
_whose anniversary they had gathered that night to
celebrate. The chairman wished the Parsee com-
munity a very happy and a prosperous New Year.
. Flowers were then presented to the Agent and the
Kunwarani and to Mr. Doull in appreciation of the
useful servicas he had rendered to the institation a8
Secretary and Trustee of the Jerbai Rustomjee Trust
which financed the Library.

o - - Secretary’s Report .. .

Mr. B. M. Patel, Secretary of the Library and Hall
Committee, in submitting the eleventh report for the
year ended August 31, stated that the attendance of
the public at the Library for the year under review
was 74,965, which showed an increase of 7,843 on
that of the previous year.

The attendance of the students from the various
schools (which §8 incladed in the above total) waa
14,402 an increase of 1,138 on that of the previous
yeal‘. ) i

Amongst those who visited the Library during the
year were the following distingnished persond :

Professor Rallaram, Vico Principal, D.A.V. College,
Hoshiarpur, Panjab; Professor D. K. Karve, Indian
‘Women’s University, Poona; Mr. H. Wodson, Editor
Nalal Advertiser; Kunwar and the Kunwarani Maharaj
Singh, His Woreghip the Mayor, Councillor Mr,
Oliver Lea,

Althongh every Friday was specially reserved for
ladies to attend the Library between the hours 3 to
5 p.m,, sufficient advantage had not been taken by
them. The attendance during the year was 531. .

The Committee bad done everything possible to
encourage the ladies to attend, but of no avail,
appeal was made to the menfolk to agsiat their
womenfolk to take advantage of this opportunity.

Books

Thé books in the Library for the use of
the public total 5,753 comprising English 2,759,
Gujarati 1,692, Hindi 654, Tamil 382, Telugn
42, Urdn 224, This showed an addition of 132
books during the year made up a8 follows —92
English and 40 Gujarati. 450 Eoglish and 287
Gujarati books out of theso were specially set aside
foi the use of juténiles and pudents)

e e AT s SR T e
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Newspapers And Periodicals

There were 173 periodicals and newspapers, in-
cluding dailies, weeklics and monthlies, in the
following languages :—English 85, Gujarati 353,
Hindi 14, Tamil 16, Telugn 2, Trdua 1. :

'I_‘hm ineclnded 20 papers in Eoglish, Hindi and
Gujarat languages specially provided for the use of
ptudents and children, The decrease in the number
of papors was dne to the faot that several papers
have either suepended or oceased publication on
account of the Presa Aot in India.

A speoisl table with suitable papers and periodi-
cals had heen get aside for the use of teachers. :

There wers 4,337 English, 1,786 Onjarati, 312
Hindi, 457 Tamil, 183 Telugu and 51 Urdu, making
a total of 7,126 books issued for reading in the
Library during the year, which showed an increase
of 1,146 on those issmed during the previous
year,

There was an incrcage of 580 English, 300 Guja-
rati, 22 Tamil and 72 Telugu, but a decrease of 9

~ Hindi and 19 Urdu books issued during the year.

The Committee was provided with th2 necessary
fands for the upkeep of the Library by the Bai
Jerbai Rustomjee Trust. The sum of £332—15—1
had been spent during the year.

Parsee Rustomjee Hall

The above hall was used by public bodies on 25
occasions during the year for meetings, conferences,
lecturee and receptions.

Eighteon committee meetings were held during
the year: ’

Tho pecretary expressed the thanks of the Com-
mittee to the seversl publishers who supplied the

. Library with free copies of their papers during

the year.

Mr. J. W. Godfrey moved the adoption of the
report and in doing so pointed out with satisfaction
to the marked improvement made during the year
ander review in the attendance in the Library as
well as in the books read, but expressed his dis-
appointment at the apathy shown by Indian women
in taking advantage of the facilities provided for
them in the Library, He appesled to the ladies to
take more interest.

Mr. Rooknoodeen complimented the Parsee com-
munity on their charitable nature and wished them
every happiness and prosperity in thelr New Year,
and while expressing disappointment at the ladies
not patronising the Library as they ehould, the
gpeaker struck a note of optimism by saying that
gince the Kunwarani was now in their midst she
would no doubt by her great influence bring about
an awakening among our womenfolf

On behalf of the trustees Mr, Wm. Doull paid
they were pleased indeed at the gteady advance the
library wes making and this faot would have
certainly given great plessnre to the donor if he
wero alive to-day. The Indian commuaity conld
ghow their appreciation of the founder’a gift by
making the fullest use of the library. He thanked
the officials, particalarly Mr, B. M. Patel for their
consistent work. _

The Agent complimented the members of the
Committes on the very usefal work they had done
and urged the women to take an inoreasing interest.

Bishop J. 0. Ferguson-Davie pleaded for light
literature for the uee of young people.

Mr, T. R. Nair of the Sastri College, complained
that the Library had no lending section. He com-
plimented the seeretary and the two librarians who
were at all timea very courteous and helpful. )

The Hev., Bsichell slso paid & high tributd td the

i
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courtesy shown to the attending public by the
librarians, — .
waranl donggested that ths anthorities

-hg‘:l?i Er:? get themselves qut fo attract childrep
ang thep their mothars would follow. o

Mr. A. H, West, one of the trustees, replying tn
the suggestion of a lending i DFAFY, said the irustees
haq considered thia gaestion seriovsly sp( had come
to the ponclusion that there were nat enfficient
funds ta take such a ate{:. It wag more 8 rqferenﬁg
library pod it woulino be advisable to Jend an
valnable hooks for there wonld be the risk of losing
thmnn% the nther Bpezkgﬁ %éi'e Mesars, A, I.

ji d A. H. Kazep and Satyadev, .
Ksl?;; g:mhqeon. Rugtemjee, on gehali of the Parsees,
thanked the apaakers for theip good wishes for their

Y (] . Yol
Ngw! Yﬁ. C. Pather moved a vote of thanks to tha

chair which wag passed with acclamatian,

. India’s C_onithunal_ Question .

Separete Electorases For Mingrities
Lo o T — :
The following extracts frem the Government epm-
munique on tha gyhjech giyg the gist of the commupal
award, :

_Hig Majesty's Government have decided thub they
will :{@ﬁ’d‘i ngviaigua ta give effect to the schema get

ont below in the proposals relating to the Indisn con-
stitptin to he laid in dwe course hefore Parligment.

The of thia gcheme is purposely confied to the
mg:enta to be made for representation of the British
ommunities in, the provincial legislatures, the
caeidaretion of representation in the legislature gt the
centre beng %eg;ra-ed for t;hlg [:a:)clm gwex‘:,f l:i' ) lix\t-ep

geaph, The decision fo limis the geopa of the poheme
%;!hg;a I;n follure to pealise ghat the framing of the
ognatitutinn Will necessitate decision of 4 nomber of other
problema gf greay lmportaos te the minorities, bnt has
beep taken in the hope that once s pranoaseement has
been made anop the basip questions of the methed ang
praeedare of representation, the gmnmnmmeﬁ themeelyeg
may find it poscible to arrive at & modus wivendi on
other communal problems _whioh bave not as yet- regeived
tl.lrhq;nmiqaﬁon they require,

is

_ esty’s Qovernment vigh it to, be gt ¢leacly
undevptond thaj they themgelyes can Dy parties tg
any nggoliatio s_wsmh may be ipitinted with o yiew tg

a revision of their depizion pp | epare
give  consideration to ﬂqg Tepresentation gimed  af
s4chring 8 modifieatign of if which is not sapporied by
al Bactie affpoted, Bk they are most desirons fo glose
po door to an agreed sstilsment, should puch_ bappily be
fecthooming, = If, therpfore, hefore the new (iovernmept
Indis Ack bag passed inta lgy they are rgtisfied that
the qemmypities whp are concerned gre nLutua}l.v Agreed
apen § prackicably alternative pobeme either ju respect
qp‘_’ au{ upng or more of She Goyernor's provinges ar |
reapeck of bhe whola of British Tndip, they will he prepa.re.g
e tipammend to Parlisment that the altergative shogid
be Anbetitnted for the provisions now entiined. L
Seata in the tll‘quif.::ﬁveﬁcwmh in ,It]hg Gprl\'lrgmo:‘é
S ees oF 1 the Lower House, is an Upper Chamber,
wﬁl be allocated a8 shown in detail heloy, Per e
lection tq the veata plloted to Mohomedan, Edtopean
4od - Sikh mt.ta!:.l@renmeﬁ will be by voters voting in
separate ¢omniung| electorates povering between them
lih@;ht.ﬂﬁ. area of § province (apart from any portjons
which may in special carea o excluded” from the
leptoral sires 22 ¢ backwapd ”),

s bl
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Provisions will be made i the constitution itself g -
empower the reyision of this electoral arrangement (and
other gimilar srrangements mentloned below) after 10
years; with the assent of the commnn ties affected, for
the ascertainment of which sultsble means will be devised.
All qualified electors who are not voters either in a
Mahoredan, Sikh, Indian Chrisl;mn,_ Anglo-lndmn' or
ean copslitmency will be entitled to. vote ip a
| epustitapncy. - - " S e
ms?&nmsgm wiﬁqlge reserved for Mabrattas in gertain
selected plural membey peera}. constituepey ip Bambay,
Members of the ‘depressed classes’ are quoalified to
vote in & general constituency. ~ I viéw of the fact that
for a conaiderable period thete classes wanld be unlikely
by this means alone to secure any adequate representation
in the legiplatuore a number of specinl seats will he
aezigned to them ss shown ip. the parsgraph helow,
Theee seata will bp filled by election from gpegial
conatitnencies fn which only members of ‘ the deprossed
classes’ plectorally qualified will be ‘entitied ta vote,
Any person vating in puch .8 special constitugncy il
as atated abave, be plgo putitled fo yate in & general
copsfitopngy. 1t ip intepded that these constityepcies
shopld be formed in. ealecisd greas whera the depreased
clazses are most numerons and that except in Madrag
they sheuld not cover the whale sren of pryvincs, |
In Bengal it sesma possible thas in somq general,
copatituencies the majority of wvoges will belpng 1o the
depressed qlasses.  Accardingly peqding. farther inveatj,
gatian na pumber has been fixed for the members. to
ba retarned {rom the specis] fepressed class constitoenciea |
in hal province. It is intended §p secyre that. the .
depreased algsses should abtain po less thap 20 eeats jp
the Bengal legiglatyre, . L o
The preciee definition in each province of thoes who .
(if electorally qualified) will he entitled to vote m.ﬁ#}a
special depreased claes qopatityencles has nof yet finally |
determined, Ik will be baser) as a ryle.on the general
prirciples advocated in the Franchise Commxt,bge’g report,_
Modification may, however, be found necessary in some
provinces in northern India where the appheation: of the -
peneral oriteria of untonehability might result jn s
definition ineqnitabla: in mome respeoty tp the special -
conditiens of the province. - ' VO .
His Majesty’s Government do Bot onsider that these
spaeidl defiressed classes qopsdituencies will he required
for more than a limited time, They intend that the
canstitubion shall provide thes they shall come to an epd

- after 20 years if they have not previogely heen aholinhed

under tho general pawers of electora) revision referred ta,
The method of filling seate assigned for representativen
from the backward areas is atill. under investigalion and
the number of sents so assigned sbould be regarded 98
provistohal pending a fina) deoision a3 to.the oconstit
tiondl arrangements to be made in.relation o guch- sreas
Ris Majesty's Government attach great importaiite to
secqring pbat new legislatures should contain -at Jeast
& small niimber of women members, They feel at’ the
outset that this object could not be achieved witﬂquﬁ'
creating & certaid nnmber of segts epeclally alloted to
women, They alvo feet it i5 ensentini that tomén
members should not be drawn disproportionately -from
one commbmity. They bave beefi -unable to find apy-
system whioh wonld avoid this riak and would be ean-

for each special womah's -seat
to voters from one- commupity gubject to the exception
explained in gec. 24 below.  Special women’s seats have
accardingly been' speeially -divided g explained in geg.
24 below beyween the yariqns cbminnyities, The preciss
electoral machinary to be ewploged in these apeeia]
copstituencies is still under consideration. - - :
Hlin Mejesiy’s Governmpent, ‘biave found it lipagstblg
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in determining these questions of representation in tative backward
o vincial legislatures to avoid entering into_considerable A ‘nammadanaf“?l.’.l the . AReEE e 9:
ctail. 'There remajns pevetthelesy the determination (Incloding one women.) )
of constituenciea. They intend that this tusk shonld Indian Cbristians ee s
be undertaken in India a8 early as possible. AngloIndians ... e - 3
It is poesible in some instances that delimitation of Europeans v e "t i
_oopstituencles might be materfally improved by slight Commerce ete. ... - 8
yariations from the number of seats pow given. His Landholders .., 3
Majesty's Government; reserve the right to make such  University e 1
elight verintions for puch @ purposs, provided they Lahour vee 8
wonld not materiaily affect the essentinl balance between
the eommtnities. No such variations will, however, be Total 200
made in the oase of Baogal and the Punjab.
The qumiog of co;npoeitinnvest pecond oha:l:be{u tt‘l: . _ BENGAL
the provinces hag so far reccived comperativ: i ‘
.‘i.tenp:l.;n in constitational discussione and 4 nires Genealln:r:‘tﬁ's two wouen.) v vt 80
torther consideration before a decizion 18 reached 88 to  Depressed classes ... blank
which provinces shall have s secoud ohamberors Mohammadans ... i1
schema 18 drawn up for their composition, (Including two women.) 12
His Majesty’s Government concider that the com-  Indian Christians )
position of the npper house in a province should be ench  Anglo-Tndians . H
&8 not to disturb in any essential the balance hetween (Including one woan) e 4
the communities resulting from the somposition of $ha  Europeans ' 1
lower bonse, Oommerbs, eta, . " - !
His Majesty's Government do mot propose ub 8t Landbolders ... i - 19
to enter into the question of the size and composition of  Upivesity - 52
the Legislature at the centrc since tbis involves among  Tabour . "' e 8
other questions that of representation of Iudian states ) -
which still needs further discussion, They will, of Total ";5
conrse, when considering the composition, pay fall :
regard to the cjaims of all the communities for am Ukirziis ProvINCES | -
 sdequate represention therein. @ 1 : e :
His Majesty’s Government have already accepted the ener; “l“;" e . " 132
principle- shat Sind shonld be coustituted s separate 1 ( s 4 women.)
province if a satiafactory means of fiancing it cap be Mephr:sse Ao e 12
fonnd. As the financial probleme imvolved still bave to v rm:] d"i““ e o 6é
e reviewsd in connection with other problems of federal Yndi (In C‘Ila ing two women.
finsnce; His Majesty's Government have thought it A" l““l p ristians v 1
preferable to include at this stage figures for & legistatute E"g 0= NAIANE .o o s 1
for the existing province of Bombay, in addition to the Cgmpmﬂ 2
scheme for teparate legislatures for the Bombay Pre- Lm?(i-];emm‘ o . . 3
pidency proper and Blud. O 0 R ¢
The figutes given for Bihar and Orissa relate to the I::l;;umw oo ot e 1
exliting province. The ?uestlort of constimbinf 3 J B d " $
separate provinee of Orlssa is still under investlga ton, e
The inclosion in para 24 below of figores refatiug to Total 228
the legislature for the Central Provinces, including p —
Berar, does niot imply that any declelon hag yet ) UNJAB
meached regarding the foture constitutional position General seats ... - 48
of Berar. . (Including one Woman.)
#he follpwing will be the allocatiot of seats i the  Sikhs L e 82
provinsial legisistures (Lower Houss only):— (Including one woman,)
MADRAS Mupbammadans ... i 88
Genera] seats ... S e 184 (Including two women.)

(Inclading 6 women.) Indian Christisns e - e
Dejressed olasses . 18 Anglo-Indians ... : . 1
Representative from the backward dreas ... 1t  Europeans oo . 1
Mobammadans gp Commerce, ete, ... e ive 1

' (Incleding one woman.) Laodholders . S b
Indian Christiang ¢ Uoplversity . ... R . 1

(Indiuding one woman.) : Labour S e e s s
Arplo-Indians ... ove s 2 .- : o
c ns e cer [ - ] Totat 176

ommercs and Indo miging and plansin 6 —_—
%lmdholdm T g P ...g 6 BrHAR AND ORISsA
Iiivel‘ﬂiﬁy wbe en aer ] Genml geats ves e . 99
Laéhour - - i ] o (Incluging three women.)
_— epressed clasees : o 7
Total ~ 216 Representatives from the backward areas 8
= Muohsmmadens ... . 49
Boxpa¥ (Including one woman,)
( Including Sind.) _ fodisn_Chistians e ¥
Gepern] deats ... - v 97  Auglo-Indiang ... Y i, 9

(Includipg 5 women.) : Europeans " b i 1

Deptesaed tlasses /1! i til 10 Gotrterce; &0, 4 I hi i
- ) " e L " i h
& & F ) &4 & A - 4 ~
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mdhOIdm v o Y . h s i
Univerﬂiﬁy ane L Py "

Labour T e L ese
Total 175

“ CrNTRS L _PRrOVINCES
{ Inclulking DBerar)
QGeneral seata ... . 77
(Tncluding three women.)
Depressed classes S e 10
Representative from the bagkward areas. ... 1
Mubammadans 14
Anglo-Indians e .. 1
Europeans . eer .o 1
Commerce, ete. ... 2
Landbolders ... e . 3
Unpiversity = ... D e 1
Laboor e 2
Total 113
Assan
General geata ... e 44
(Including one woman.)
Dﬂpremd Ghm L2l “ap 4
Representative from the backward areas .., 9
Maohammadang ... e or 84
Indian Christiana . . 1
Europeans " " 1
Commerce, ete. ... C e . 11
I‘“bour N LEL) (X)) ran 4
Total 108
Nohm-Wssw FrosT1ER PROVINCE

Geoeral geats ... e ' 9
Sikhs : 3
Muhsmmadans 86
Landholders e 2
Total 50

Seats are also allocated for Bombay withont Sind and
for Sind as follows :—

BouBay WitTrouT Smp

General seats ... . e 109
(Including 5 women.).
Depressed classes 10
Representative from the backward areas 1
.Mohammadans ... e 80
(Inclading one woman,)
Indian Christians . 8
Anglo-Indisps ... . 2
Europeana “ 8
Commerce, eto, ... . ., 7
Labonr . “ ‘e 7
Total 175
Smp
General peats ... e 19
{Inclodiog one woman.)
Muhammadans ... . 84
Euvopeans .. ... ves 2
Commerce, ete, ... 2
Landholdera 2
Labour " 1
Tola 60
F-u. T SERT. - -y
- g H e
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An Appeal

Municipal Barracks Free School’

The above school will be holding a sale of works
in the Barracks Hall, Somtsen Road, Durbam, in
November 1932, Itis the desire of the school to
appeal to the general public for wares and condi.
ments ete. Mr, M, P. Pillay of 16 Madressa Arcade
has been authorised to collect the wares and condi.
mentd, Itis the sineere belief of this school that the
frrtunate will generously contribute towards the
sale. The Secretary Mr. V. Chengiah will gratefully
accept all remittannces for the scheol which shonld
be sent to the following address :—The hon. Secre-
tary, Municipal Barracks Free School, Somtsen
Road, Darban,

News In Brief

A plea for the aid of the Church in promoting
better feeling between the Indians and Europeans in
Bouth Africa was made by the Agent, Kunwar
Maharej Singh,-at the Anglican Diocesan Synod on
Tnesday afternoon. The Kunwar is reported to have
said that he had been a member of the synods in
India and knew the excellent work that the Chursh
wad doing there. There were more than 6,000,000
Christiane in India, most of whom were Indians.
All the bishopa of the Syrian Chureh were Indians.
In India Enropeans and Indians generally wor-
hipped together. The Kunwar pleaded for joint
Communion gervices similar to those held in India
and asked for the support of the members of the
Synod for the work of the Joint Coumncils. These
bodies, he said, were doing good work in the quiet
way in which sll good work was done. He con-
gratulated the Mission on its recent progress and the

zsal of the Indian peopls in bringing the Gospel to
their own people, '

—C—

AT a meeting of the Association of University
Women {Durban branch) Kunwarani Maharaj Singh
and Mrs, P. Morel of the Indian Girls’ High School,
were the guests of honour, Mrs. Morel referred to
the lack of interest among the Indian community in
fem‘ale edncation, The Kunwarani said she felt that
the Ipdian community here with regard to these
questions was only waiting to be led. She hoped
that when domieile in Darban, with her own home,
her Earopean friends wonld come to her honse and
try to meet some of the Indian women of Darban,
who after all were Natalians now and as much their
countrywomen 38 the Kunwarani’'s own. She said
she felt pure that if the Enropean women would

fluence them to the betterment of their conditions.
Aif pregens they bad no chance of knowing better
things, and they wanted leadership and sympathy.
The Knnwerani congidered that it was a great pity
that the University edneation was not open to Indian
women here, a8 they conld then be trained for
fervico amonget their own people,
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