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THE CONFERENCE

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

gddress delivered by Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee

at the twelfth session of the Sonmth African
Indian Oongress which met in Conference in Johannes-
barg on August 27 :—

pﬂnHE following iz the full béxt. of the presidential

Great Responsibilities

#Konwar Mabaraj Singh, Ladies and Gentlemen,
‘We bave all along commenced -our Conference with
prayers with the sincere hope that the proceedings wonld
have the blessings of the Almighty, Our prayers have
never been in vain. Instances after instances comld be
uoted where the Almighty has svawered our prayers.
ere onr cause is just and righteous we need have mo
fear that the Almighty will always be with ns.

“To.day we have assembled under circumstances which
are not at all happy. When we met in Emergency
Conference at the end of December, 1931, we had ex-
pected mnch from the Fazl-i-Huasein Delegation which
was then on the high eeas on its way to aitend the
Capetown Round Table Conference, The results of the'
Conference have fallen much short of our expectations,
Of that I shall discnss later.

% This Conference, over which it is my {ivilege to
preside, has been urgently convened in order that a deci-
sion may be arrived at in regard to the Transvaal ques-
tion. Realising, therefore, the tremendous responsibilities
that rest over my shoolders, I earnestly pray that
thronghont the proceedings of this most important
Conference you and I will have divine gunidance.

“In extending my warm welcome to the delegatea who
bave agsembled here, I am fully confident that they will
ive their serions thought to the many questions that
vill be brought, forward for disoussion,

The Agent’s Ta;k

“Ladies and Gentlemen, we huve present here the
Agent of the Government of India, Kunwar Maharsj
Siogh. Not many weeks bave passed since he arrived,
buthe hes already endeared himeself ot only to omr

lo but; also to the Europeans. He i8 accompanied
by his wife the Kunwarani who, by her presence in this
Gountry, places the Agent at a distinct advantage over his

o.distingnivhed predecessors. .

“The Agent’s task in this couptry is, I realise, not
easy. His task i franght with mt:.{ly difficulties, He

to deal with & Government which ia not in the lesst
gympathetic towards our people, The Agent, however,
armives here with considerable experience on matters per®
“1?8‘_*40 Indians overseas. He hag visited many of the
oules where ho has made a close study of the conditions
“ﬂ“wmwm-m people live, and the grievances nnder
4 they ‘miffer.  With his wide experiepce, I am
sure; he will, within a
Problem " ug i ig termed
o Invextending g b

short time, grasp the * Indian
y the Enropeans.. .  , ...

nc::"“i Singh snd the Knnwarani, i the name of this

ol srence, I -gincerely trust that.shepi.will have a

thig - ttay in South Africa, and that' thei¢ mission in
ountry will be a suocesaful one.

The Indian Delegation

“ The Fazl i-Hussein Delegation whose members were
ropresentatives of all shades of opinion in India, came
out to South Africa to revise the 1927 Capetown Agree-
meat. The Delegation was composed of members with
world-wide reputation, but I must say that at the 1932
Oapetown Conference they failed to secure for us onr
legitimate rights.

“ The conclusions arrived at by the two Governments
at the Round Table Conference are embodied in & state-
ment containing four paragraphs. The first paragraph
is the preamble, The second records that ii is desirable .
to maintain the friendly relations between the two
Governments, The third has reference to the Coloni-
zation Scheme, and the fourth states that thers shall be
no other modification of the 1926 Agreement, Such,
then, is an epitome of the conclosions reached by the
Union and the Indian Delegations after a somewhat
protracted Oonference that commenced on the 19th day
of g;nuary and concladed on the 4th day of February,
1932,

% The first paragraph of the joint statement mier aliz,
states that “‘the delegates bad a full and frank dis-
cussion in the Cooference, which was throughont
marked by a spirit of cordiality and mutaal good-will,”
and agsin in the second paragraph it is stated that
the two Glovernments “ should continne to co-operate in
the common object of harmonising their respective in-
terests in regard to Indisos resident in “the Union,” If
the Transvaal Land Tennre Act is an indication of this
* spirit of cordiality and matnal goodwill” then I can
only conclude that the langusge employed in the
statement i3 u camonflage and takes the form of a
“ death warrant” to our people in the Transvaal. No
one ohjeots to the continuance of the friendly relations
hetween the two Governments, but we will cerlainly not

“stand for the continmance of those relations at the

expense of oar people in this country.
Last Conference A Failure

# The last Capetown Conference; from onr point; of view,
haa been & dismal failare, I have the highest regard
for the individual members of the Government of India
Delegation. That they arrived in Sonth Africa to do

.their best for us, there can be no doubt, but I dosay that

in their efforta to secure for ug just rights and to remedy
the grave wrongs that bave been inflicted npon us, they
have failed.

 The Capetown Conference was convened not only te

. revise the 1927 Agreemens but also to discmss the
:Transvaal Axintic Land. Tenure Bill, as it was, then.

ment
a8 one

‘We had expected that both the revision of the A
and the disousaion on the Bill would be. trea

.subject, for both weré interdependent. , Those of yon
who were at Capetown during the ‘Round Table Con-
- : ference would remember the attitude taken .up by. the
Union Government  Delegation who ..stated thab the
. nropeans.. ..Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Bill , was beyond. the

purview of the revision of the Capetown .Agreement, and
that each m;igvecﬁ wag to be discusied, independently of
the other. ' We "ia"genséd . the, motive behind: shis

benb 4nid in‘agreeing to co-operate with the Union
and Indisn @oyernments in exploring the possibilities of

-
=0
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a colonisation scheme for settliog our comntrymen, your

Congress enbmitted the following written statement fo .

Fazli-Hussein Delegation ;— . .
lhﬁ‘ The followivg is 2 summary of the points on which
the South African Indian Coogress Delegates are omani-
mousl ed .
y(ﬁrsl‘he Congress agrees to cc-operate with the
Governments of India and the Union of South
Africa in the former’s mission to explore ontleta for
colonisation in regard to ber increasing population,

- provided that soch co-operation on the part of the
Congrees is taken a8 inspired by patriotic motives,
and to ascertain whether there exiats any good oppor-
tunities for Soath African Indians in the countries
explored, and not on the score of Indians being
deemed as undesirables in the Union or that the.
Indien pofulation is to be rednced; provided also
that the acsisted emigration echeme, which formed
part of the last Agreement, is eliminated and the
Congress will be free, as par of its policy, to oppose
it.. _

(2) The Congress aléo reserves the right to
reject the Agreement and to withdraw its co-opera-
tion in the above echeme should any pointe in the
Agreement or other subjects dealt with hy the
Rouond Table Cooference not meet with the approval
of the Congress, .

% The fear that we had entertaiged and which permeates
clanse one of the Congress statement was, you will
admit, jostified.

“ In revising the 1927 Agreement it would appear that
the only clanse that wes discuesed was that dealing with
the amsisted emigration scheme, The colonisation scheme
has now feken the place of the assisted emigration
gcheme. The uplift clsuse on which onr community
relied go much for the improvement of their statos in
this country, was left untonched. The question of the
entry of wives and miror children of condonees was
never discuseed, _

“*It would be obvions, therefore, that the main pur-
pose of the 1982 Conference was not 8o mmech to
Tevise the Gentleman's Agreement but to devise ways
and mesns to further reduce the number of our people
in this conntry,

Land Tenure Act

*The Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenare Act will engage
Your erions consideration ut this Conference.

% At the Emergency Conference held at Johannesbarg on
the 5th and 6th days of Octoker, 1980, the following
resolution was passed without one diesentient s—— :

.- That this Emergency Oonference of the Sonth
African Indian Oougress held in Jobannesburg on
. the 5th and 6th October, ‘1980, at wbich are
represented the Natal Indian Cop ress, the Trens-
veal Indian Congress and Qape
repregenting the Indian community of South Africa,
views with grave epprehension and alarg the
Trapsveal Asiatic Lapd Tenure Bill, which i
solemnly declares ag wholly nnacreptable to (he
Indian community ¢n the following grounds i—
{n) That the Billig a violation-both in letter and
" 8pirit of the Capetown Agreement, f
(b) ' That it imposes disabilities npon Indians in
regard to their trade, residence and occupation and

deprives them of their vested righta in the Trang-.

vaal valrlinee, and
(c) that it aims at their com " 88 L
- gm'}']l:lﬁm(?“ ruination in that Prop:li.ls?z. segreg_auon
) ia Conference, therefore, respectfolly rges
upon the Government to- withdraw p:f:f aa%d_ B%ll,

- and to introduce vecessary legislati it S1ll,
to Indiang in that Provinrg,. = giving mhef ]
" That- in the event ‘of the Government of the -

* Union- decliniog’ to withdraw the Bilj Dotwith:’
the commanity; this*Con."

“standing the protests of
-ference earnestly requests the Government of India
tz presa for-s' Round' Table Conf
“rthe sit i

. .J‘.A-.L‘. [

e} :;‘i'u.u_;l.. LT

. ledge of the authorities,

ndian Congress,

c nlerence to review
u_n‘m:lm thge ‘has lﬂlfn affecting Indiags' in .

he Transvaal, In the event of the Government of
india failing to secure & Round Table Conference
aforementioned, this Conference further
it to intimate to the Union Government that diplo-
matic relations between the two Governmentg
ahonld be considered to bhave ceased and to with-
draw its sgevoy in Sonth Africa a8 a protest
sagainet the Bill. .
* “The resolution passed at the annual conference helg
at Capetown at the end of 1980, and at the Emergency
Conference held at Johannesbug, were just a8 emphatie,
In the teeth of onr oppesition the Umon_ Government,
hage, with certain modifications, paseed the Bill. _

“ It in needless for me to remind you that at the 1980
anpual conference we' were determined that there
ghould bé no compromiee on the Bill. We stood for the
complete withdrawal of the Bill. And when I cay that
to-day we are as determined as we were at the lagt
three Conferencea I know I am voicing the sentiments
of my conntrymen not only of this Province, but of
South Africa, ‘

“The Act which rings the desth knell of our people
in the Transvasl has, I have mo doubt, been closely
stndied by every person. .

* Briefly, the effect of the Act is that the occopation
of proclaimed areas by 8 colonred perton is illegal and
constitntes a puoishable offence. It repeals Sub-gection
1 of Section 131 of the Gold Law which permitted
occupation on Froolaimed land, thereby prohibiting
occupation as weli ae residence, The Act. .nuilifies the
Springs judgment, and deprives onr people of their
right to occapy and reside in Townships sach as Springe.
It prohibitz Indians from ocenpying even deproclaimed
areas. [t filches away the protection that was afforded
to us by Act 37 of 1819, Sections 130 and 131 of the
Gold Law were mever enforced, and as a resulg our
people have created: vested interests with the free know- -

““Whilst the Act seeks to protech properties acquired
before the 15¢th May, 1980, it prohibits an Indiam.
from dealing with his property “except by wuy of
inheritance; o ' i TERNEEET A R

“Shares, beld by Indians in respect of properties
acquired after May, 1980, ate to be oonfiscated by the
Gavernment. -

¢ Only those who have been trading continuously from
1919 up to May, 1930, on proclaimed land will be
allowed to continne their ‘business, There are hardly
2/ of such traders. Those whose licences - have- beemr
issued after 1919 and before May, 1930, on proclaimed
land, and were occupying land in such areas, are deemed to-
be illegally occapyiog according to the new Act, These
Perdons are given a lense of life until the end of April,
1985. This prolongation of-their death is; in fact, not
for their benefit, but for- the benefit of those European
firms who have large snms of money. involved as & resnlé
of the trade with such persons, to collect their monies by
that date. Such people will have no hope of secaring
eredit and therefore the leage.of life given to ther is no-
relief at all. Those who have obained licences since
-May, 1930, bave to close their busihiessea at the end of
the year. The power given under the Act ‘to the- -
Minister to exempt certain areas from the operstion -of
the Gold Law does not improve the sitnation.

' “A Commission will be appointed by the Minister to~
inveatigate into the legality or otherwise of the

- ocoupyiog land in  proclaimed areas, and take- evidenos-.

from the peopie living in the nej hboarbood with a view = - .

 to ascertaining whether thep object to the presence. of.

such pereons in their midst, ' And if it Is fonnd. that i

- i8 & locality in ‘which the presence of such persons ib.
~objectionable or that it ig 8 locality where other persons.

of his own race of natives; or colonreds gre living, and.. -
com-rJ

-tha: his presence " there ia -not. objectionable, the
‘niston will %0 advige the Minister, and the Minister will.

exempt such areas-where the presence of such persons is-, ..

DR Condinued on pags 864). - . . - e _
P I T U ER PR R TR
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THE CONFERENCE

HE twelfth session of the South African Indian
Congress which eat in Conference in Johan-
nesburg during the last week-end, com™

menced its deliberations at 3 p.m. on Saturday and
conocluded at 7 p.m. on Snnday. The Agent,
Kunwar Maharaj Singh and his secretaries were
present practically the whole of the time. The
fmportant discussion took place, naturally, on the
Apiatic Land Tenure Aot which was really res-
ponsible for the Qonference being held urgently in
Johannesburg. The President spoke in nnequivocal
terme on that question. There was nothing surprising
about it in view of the fact that at three sessions
snccessively, previous to the last one, the legislation,
which was in the form of a Bill at the time, was
condemned as a whole as if aimed at statutory
segregation of the Indian community in the Trans-
vaal and was, therefore, in complete violation of the
very gpirit of the Capetown Agreement.
The Act
- Immediately after the preeidential address was
delivered the house went into committee, Delegates
from all the three Provinces spoke heatedly against
the legislation which waes condemned without even
a single dissentient—not even did the Agent of the
Government of India hesitate to declare that even
the Government of Tndia condemned the legislation;
though, very naturally, he said that neither the
Government of India nor the Agent would be able to
support us in our resistance against the legislation.
The South African Indian Congress had stated to
the'Government of India Delegation in no unecertain
terms that if they could not get a complete with-
drawal of the Tenunre Bill they should not come to
sny compromise on it. But they evidently thought
they could help us aven againat our wishes, and even
at the risk of losing their own prestige they came to
a compromise which is wholly unacceptable to us
and does little oredit to the Government of India.
Though strong in their condemnation of the
Jegislation not a single delrgate, nor even the Agent,
was able to suggest a course open to the Indian com-
munity to oppose the legislation. Those who did not

agree with Passive Resistance merely saggested sub-'

mitting to the law. The Agent said if we submitted
to the law he would 2¢rkaps be able to help in getting
@ feto more concessions which would be impossible to do
if we resisted. Notwithstanding, however, the Con-
ference passed a resolution, after everyone had their
gay, condemning the Land Tenure Act and support-
ing in every pogsible way the actlon decided upon
by the Transvaal Indian Congress to resist the Aect.
This resolntion was not passed lightly. It was
passed after the fullest deliberation and with the
fullest realisation of the consequences. There was
not a single one in the Conference who was un-
conscious of the fact that they were pnthng their
finger in the fire and that they ran the risk
of getting burnt. They deliberately chose to do
bo for they knew that tbat was ‘a more honour-
abl course to adopt than to submit to a legislation
which no ¢ivilised human being worth the name
could possibly accept. The concluding portion of
the President’s apeech, in this respeat. is significant;

We hava met.” Baye he. ‘to take a definite

Uecision on the immediste danger before us, and
having taken a decision there can be no turning
back. . . . . . The Indian has come to the last road
of toleration, for he no longer can bear the
indignities, the dishonour and the status of inferiority
to which he is gratuitonely subjected. Are we
going to be suppressed and oppressed, and gradually
eliminated from this conntry or are we going to
be allowed to live as decent ¢itizens, and permitted
to improve our lot?” The answer to this, the
President has very rightly pointed out, les with
us. If we submit to the Aet we are doomed. If
we bear the Cross we- will have the satisfaction to
feel, even though the legislation still continues to
be a blot on the Union Statute Book, that we have
done our.duty as men.

Colonisation

- The next question that took up a great deal of
the time of the Conference was the proposed
Colonisation Scheme embodied in the revised
Capetown - Agreement. There were two distinet
divisions of opinion‘on this question. The majority
folt that the motive underlying the scheme was none
other than the one underlying the assisted emigra-
tion scheme, which was to reduce the Indian popula-
tion in the Unjon. Moreover it made our people to
sell their birthright in this country in return for a
bonus and a free passage to India, Qur objection to
the assisted emigration scheme wsas becanse the
scheme was wrong in principle. The slructure of
our uplift and our inoreased rights in this country
was built upon the foundation that our population:
should be decreased to a mansgeable compass, The
Umion Government insisted apon this foundation
and the Indian Government yielded, When the
foundation is rotten the structure ¢annot last, The
foundation of the assisted emigration scheme was
found to be not too strong and the colonisatirn scheme
has been suggested ag another prop. The feeling of
the majority was, and ig, that the Union is not so
overpopulated. Had it been the Government would’
not encourage European immigration as it does on &
large scale. If the Uuion were overpopulated it
would look for outlets not only for Indiana but for
ita general population. That Indians should be
singled out and that a comparatively handful of
Indians, numbering about a hundred and seventy
thousand in the whole of the Union, should be con-
gidered.a burden is an insult to our community and:
we cannot be a party to a policy of ousting them.
It was for this reason that it was felt by the majority

- that if our existence in this country wrs dependent

upon cur agreeing to a number of our paople being
thrown out of i, we were not prepared to pay that
price for our existence,

:+ The minority, on the other hand, while not dis
agreeing with ths view of the majority as to the
motive underlying the scheme, atiached more im-
portance to the wording which referred to it The
majority in return realising that the soheme had not
yot been formed, that we did not koow what the
terms of it would be and that the qgaestion at present
wan merely to explore the possibilities of such a
a scheme, yielded to the minority, and a resolution
was passged agreeing to ¢o-operate: with the (Govern-
mentsa of India and the Union of South Aftrica in



262 inp ki

Y MDA September 2nd, 2

the former’s mission to explore outlets for colonisa”

‘fn regard to Ber increasing population with a
gl.::imto asoertain whether there exist any good
opportunitie¢ for Indiand in South Africa in ‘t:he
obuitries explored. This resolution wes passed with
certati important provisions, viz., that thisatep on the
part of the Congreds was taken ag inspired by patriotio
motives and that it refused to subscribe to the view
that Indlans were undesirablos aind that the Indian
population was to be reduced. This completed the
mdat important work of the Conference.

Other Resolutions
" There were seventeen other regolutions passed
by the Conference withont much disoussion, of
which eight were in appreciation of the services
rendered in the cause of the Indians in South
Africa by Indian leaders . and bodies, Europesn
frienda and the Press. Among the rest of them
were included one proteeting against the Govern-
mant's White Labour Policy; in another a request
wag made to the Government t help o relieve
aoemployment Among. Indians; im another the
Congress protested against the attitude of the Depart-
ment. of the Minister of Justice in refusing to grant
permits to bold firearms although sound reasona
were shown for the issne of snch permits, A request
wag madn to the Department of Posta and Telegraphs
o employ Indians as postmen and telegraphic
messengars in qongested areas and to the Govern-
ment tp extend the benafits of 0ld Age Pension to
Indians ag is applicable to Europeans and Colouxeds.
A reqnest waa made to the. Minigter of the Interiox
to bie pleaged to parmit the introduction fnto the
country of the wives and. minor ohildren of thoss
whosq illicit entry had heen condoned in qrder that
they may, be able to lead a bappy family life. The
- desirability of appointing a Trade Commissioner in,
South. Afriea to represent; tha Government, of India,
wan expressed by the Conforence 8o 88 to bring
™ closer trade relationship between India and South
. Africa and & reqneat was made for the amendment
of the Industrial laws 8o that their application is not
ah economic disadvantage to the Indian community.
Election.

An important e¢hange in the officials of the
Congreea that has taken place at thé Conference is
that Mr, Omar Hajee Amod Jhaveri has been
olected President, Mr; Sorabjeé Rustomjee having
declineit: to hold that 'office any longer, My,
Rustomjee’s enthusiasiin in whatevep responsibilities
he takea upon' his shoulders is well known and
We tan unhesitatingly: say that he hag served well
during his term of office'as President of the S.A_LQ,
Whilst, his * relinguishing the office i» generally

with. that held, by Mr. 0. H. A. Jhaveri, Mn,
Rustomjee now becomes the Treasorer and Mr,
Jhaveri the President. Mr. Jhaverl is & seasoned
soldier. Ke. wes one of the closest associatea of
Mr, Gandhi when he wag in this oountry and be
had won- the confidence of Mx,

Settlement." established by
honesty + of gpunpose and
unsurpassed, He belongs

him, Mrn Jhaveri’s
hia integritly ane
to the mercantile

community which is generally looked at wi
scarn by anti-Asiatich Buot that community.
need nover fear nor feal ashamed of havipg
Mr, Jhaveri as their model. This s the
second occamion on which Mr. Jhaveri has heep
elected aa President of the S.A.L.C. and we have
not the lesst doubt that he will adorn that offigg,
The other officiala have been re-elected to theip
respective posts. Memrs. A. L Kajee and. P, R,
Pather have proved well their worth as Seoretaries ang
the Conference has done a deserving honour to them
by re-slecting them. Mr. E.- M. Al i3 pe.
elected a¢ Treagurer jointly with Mr. Rustomjee,
Mr, E M, Alli hag been a faithful Congressmap
and in times of need he has mever shirked ki
respongibility. We congratulate the newly eleated
officials and sinoarely trust 1hat they will prove equal
to the heavy task that awaits them.

THE CASE OF THE TRANSVAAL INDIANS

SHE resolution of the Bouth Afvican Indjan
Congress passed at its Conference, held in
Jobsnnesburg last week-end, sgaingt the

Transvasl Agiatic Land Tenure Act, has branght
forth a torrens of corifician from the Europeen Trees
all over the Union. Some papers are justifying the
measure and therefore condexning the shep taken hy
the Indian community to oppose it. Others are
condemning the meagure and, to use the words of
The Siar (Johsnnesburg), “are opposed. % the
poliop of piling un disabilities and restrictions npon
people who bave been allowed to enter the comntry
and to engage in trade or industry or any other king
of occupation.” But those who are condemning the
measnrem.howaver.notinfavonmofoumidinsit.
An attempt ismade in this article to explain vary
briefly the casa of the Tranavaal Indisns. Lot wg
firat take Law 3 of 1885—the Transvaal Republiosn
Law. Thislaw prohibita Asiatics generally from
owning land {n the Transvaal except in bazaars and
locationa and smch places. -It provides regidentia}
segregation but it could not be enfoyesd becausa the
law is not compulsory ag far ag Asiatics are con-
carned. The law merely empowers the Governmeng
to set agide certain areas for cocupation by Asiatigy
but if;does not empower i to compel them to go infg
those areas. The law does not provide trade segre-
gatlon.  An Asiatic could live anywhere he liked,
Thus under the above law the only prohihition
againgt the Asiatic was of owning land. In, other
respects he had a free movement, ' '

Then came into exigtence the Transvaal Gold Law

of 1908. Under sectiony 130 and 131 of this law
Asiatica and coloured people generally, except dong
fids gervants, were prohibited from residing on
proclaimed land, except in bazaars, locations, com-
pounds and sch other places ag the Mining . Com-
missioner might permit. This law went a step
further than Law 3 of 1885. The Indian commu-
nity very strongly protested agaivat this restriction.
The law, however, never attempted to prevent
Indians from trading on proclsimed land. There
Was communication between the British Government
andthethenAttomey-Goneralqt the Trangwsl on -
the subject, from which it was Perfoctly eclear that
Do existing righta were being interfered with by the
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Gold Law, and one existing right was the right of
the Asiatic to trade. Thus thisIaw, while it took away
the right of the Asiatic to reside on proclaimed
land, did not interfere with his right of oocupation,

The Indian comununity was, however, not satisfied
with this position and in the correspondence which
formed the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement, Mr. Gandhi
made i% guite clear to General Smuts, the then
Minister of the Interfor, 28 to what the Indisn com-
munify felt.” This is what Mr. Gandhi stated in his
letter dated 30th June, 1914 -

* As the Minister Is aware, some of my countrymen have
wished me to go further, They are dissatisfied that the

© i Transvaal Gold Law, the Transvasl Townships
Act, _ the I‘rnnsv;al Law 3 of 1885 have mot been
altered so as to give them full tghts of residence and
ownership of land...... Whilst, thezefore, they have not been
included in the programme of Passive Resistance, it will not

be denied that some day or other these matters will. require

- fusther and sympatbetic consideration by the Government.

4=eev:§ shiall hope that when the Europeans of Sowths Afvhs

- fully appreciate the fact that now, as the importation of

indeptured Jabour from Indie is probibited and' a¥ the
Immigraots’ Regnlation Act of Iast year hes in practice all
bt stopped further free Indian immigration and that my

: commirymen do no€ aspire to suy politieal ambition, they,

" the Europeans, will see the justice and indeed the mecessily

of my countiymen being granted the rights T have yust
referred to,™ . . . .

Par from these rights boing granted. the Govern-

‘ment took steps in the year 1919 to further restrict
 their rights. L . L

. Agintics, up to that thme, while not having the
- Fight to .own land in their indfvidnal capacity did
have the right of acquiring land by forming Aslatio
- companiea. 'When anti-Asiatics found Indiane ac-
- quiring ownership . of land by companies and
tmding freely they began making themselves busy.
- The outcome of their sgifation was the 1919 At
' Imown as the Asiatis (Land and Trading) Amendment
Aol which ' prohibited Asistic companies from
owningland. | .

Thas the first attemnpt to deprive Indianw of their
existing rights was made in 1908 and the second
in 1919.

Though there was no question of condoning

Indians, who had scted strictly within the

law, it is suggested, to prejudice the minds of the
public, that those who had acquired rights up to
1919 were condoned by that Act. Nothing of the soct.
They were, on the contrary, robbed of theis existizg
Hghts under that £ck and they would have Been
-quite justified in challenging the Government then'
Bince the Agistle (Land and TFrading) Amendment
‘At of 1919 Indians have ereated property Interents
by purchasing land' which was tramsferred fo a
Europear fn name only, or by means of 3 fong
Yeasckold or by forming = company whick was
Bk according to-five law an Asistic one, but fr which
: Aslatios ka® an fnterest, -
I 0 far as Townships are conmcerned Fndfaps
hitherto enjoyed’ rights of occupation and residence

in sach Townsbips as Springs for instance. Asa resplt
of a judgment of the Supreme Court, Springs not
being s Township under the Gnld Law, a court of
law has held that those restrioted olanses cannot
apply to it. The legislators, however, now argue
that that was merely an oversight. That was not
the fnfention of the law and therefore the neceasary
amendment prohibiting Asiatiocs from such Town-
ships has been made. And theaction of those who
have already entered uoh Townships have been
*“ condoned ¥ gg though they had eurreptitioudly gone
there! This is also an existing right taken away
from them, . ' o
One rxight. the Indisns did enjoy right ug to
1930, when the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Bill

- wag first jotroduced intp Parliament, was the right

of occupation in proclaimed land and, the right
of occupation'and . residence in deproclaimed land
.md_ﬂgpﬁ:pprighttpt_mdo._ R e
It is true that Indizns took advautage 1af the
loopholes in: the existing laws. . Bak that- was
surely nok an sok of dishonesty s our: antagonists
would malte the people believe, Iiwas g bleasing
that Indians had at least ome place to look - to
for justico and that wes the eonrk which slwuyas
acted imperiially. Had i4 not-been for.this ene
institation Xndians in the Tranevaal womld. Mave
been completely lost, - |, . « b

Now we come to the Transvaal Land Teomrs Adt.
This Aot i directed against Indlane i ol s
bitternoas, . The existing laws have beon tighiensd
up by this Act in so- far as Indiang -are. concerped.
The existing right of the Indian to trade, exoepting
in the so-called exempted areas to be creatod
under the Act, s taken away. The existing right
to occupy land in prochimed as will' a9 depyo-

: claimed groend and to reside ity the lafter iy tAken

away. Theright of ownership of lsnd Ims Bsen
complotely taken away. This ieineefar 83 the rights
of some of the. present generation, who_have not
yet exercised those rights, and the future genera-

“tions avre concerned. What hope s there for them

but to Yive In segragated areas und to sew ¥ Eheir
own, joieew Their condition will be ne bettes than
the aboriginal natives who cahnob ; meve abont
withoat Passcs, T -
In so far ap those holding interests at present
are concerned, those who have held a Grading
Heence from 1919 up to May, $930, continaomfy twhil
be allowedi to continug their trade o proviaised

.ground. There is & considerably smsall percentage

of such Indians, Those who b;vq held trading
licences subsequent to 1919 and before May,
1930 on proclaimed land  Have Buer decfirsd
illegal, wndex the presass Aet s a» & muitter
of grace they will be given .time np: tor April,
1935, provided they have filled in the forms issued
in acoordance with the Act by the Minister of the

~ Interior; speoifying their illegal oceupation befil';e

the lst of the presenf month., Those who Bave
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poquired trading rights eince May, 1930, will be
allowed fo exist only till the end of this year.
These people will be penalised becauso they had no
right to acquire such licencse knowing full well Phe
Act was to be passed prohibiting them from doing
8ol
The above facts would go to prove that this Act
(ioes impose freeh penaltiee npon the Asiatic in the
Transvaal and deprives him of rights whic'h he had
previously possessed and that this position could not
in sny way be compared with that of those who
had illicitly entered South Atrica. While the latter
had done an illegal act the former had done only
whst the law allowed him to do. .

" 'This 18 not the only grievance suffered by the

Transvaal Indians, They have been deprived of the

‘right they possessed under the registration certificates
imsmed nnder the Transvaal Registration Act, of
entering the Transvaal whenever they liked. Thiq,
they very rightly coneider, is a flagrant breach of

‘the 1914 Smuts-Gandhi Agreement. It was after
wntold - suffering during the Passive Resisiance
Campaign that this right was secared to them.

The Transvaal Licences ( Control) Ordinance of
1931 is aleo administered harshly against them by
“the licensing amthorities who are given absolute

powers to grant, or refuse trading licences. -

" +-We can understand onr friends advising us not to
break the law. We know they are doing so - with
the best of intentions, It is diffoult for them to

~understand our viewpoint. Our only consolation,

* however, is that they are with ugs entirely in con-
demning the Act which is leading us to launch this
:.mpvgment. .1t is up to ua to prove to our friends
by our behaviour that we are not going o be a
menace to. the public. peace,
.- :The lsw always providea for two things. One is
either supposed to obey the law or suffer the penaliy
* provided for the breach of the law. Those who
* oonsclentiously - object to the law will ohoose to
| mffer the penalty tather than submit to the law,
~Indians  will, . by their self-impoged sufferings,
appeal to the hearts both of the Government and the
" people and their faith will be in the righteousness

. Those who have resolved to offer resistance to the
a7 have set before thewn & very high ideal, I they
« arg gowards they will surely fall but if they rise
] above it we have implicit faith that those who at
Ppresont discourage them will in’ the end be their
staunchest smpporters,

- . The Conference has ot passed any - resolution tor

- the effeoct that no action will be teken against the
Tmnm Land Tenure Aqt untit after the sittih‘g of
o Commision. Thatisa matter entirely. lefy g

?‘he bands of tqé TmmM Indian Congress, Vl'

R
[}

"and bo live as decent citizens of Sonth Africa 7

.gated into defined areas ? Are

‘son who wag, on the 1sp day of May,

" oceupy ?

_and one would have thonght that

( Continusd from page 260 )

not objectionable, from the operation of _f.he Gold Law,
Persons residing or ocoupying land outside those areag
will have to move itto exempted areas, and apply for
Exemption Certificates, .
¢ It will be seen, therefore, that whilst the Act seeks ¢
afford protection to certain individnals it closes the dogr
once for all agninst any futore development of our
in this Provioce, If the present generation is p
I ask you with all sincerity, what i to_bappen to the
next; generation ? Are they to be deprived of the right to
acquire interests in property anywhere in the Tzansm[
re you
going to permit your children to be compulsorily segre-
ou going to gell the
birthright of your children? I DOW _JOUr anawer to
these questions will be an emphatic ‘No.' Our people

“have lived here and carried on with their varions Voca-
' tions without any hindrance and we ask nothing but the
rights that they have enjoyed hitherto, -~ -

*The Traosvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Act bas been
conceived with the object of getting rid of our people in

‘the Transvaal, If I know my people aright, I say with

all the emphaeis st my command that we shall nof yield -
to this unjust Law. - Come what may, we shall not abide
by the Law,

“ Under Sub-section $ of Section 6 of the Act any per-
1930, residing
upon or occupying any land deemed to be unlawfal, by

-virbue of Sections 130 and 181 of the Gold Law, may
. continne such residence or ocenpation up to the 30th

April,; 1985, provided he has before the Ist day of
September, 1982, filled in the necessary form, the natnrs
of which you are already fully acquainted with, A nom-
ber of -onr people have slready signed these forms, I

_understand, but I know that many bave not filled in the

forms. To the latter I will advisa: Do not fill in the
forms. Yon bave been permitted to resids and ‘oconpy
uninterraptedly all these years, Why-then is this sndden
attack on E]ylou ? Can the anthorities advance ANy reason
why yon shonld be removed from the premizes - that~ you

“The issne before us s a grave one and ‘will “decide
the fature of our people in this Province, In’ rinking

-our decision let us not consider onr immediate gaina

Lek us not be actuated by selfish motives, But let us
consider what the effect of tneAct._will be on our chil-

and that is to refose to fill in the forms, :

*To thesa of my misguided brethrex who bave already
filled in the forms out of monetary considerations so0 as to

- protect themselves, if only for another thirty-two months,

I wonld eay, stand by those who are determined to assert
their rigta, S

“I fully realige that the struggle which we are about to

* commence will be & bitter one, but I am conscions of the

fact that in thig great struggle our people will prova

of their canse. They will look to divine gmidance.  their mettle,

“I think I have detained you on this question much
longer than I expected, but you will readily appreciate

" that the question warrants g full and frank expression

of opinion.

“As I have stated before, the Sir Fagl-i-Hussein, Dele-
gation failed in its mission, By compromising on the
Transveal question the Delegation has played into-the
hands of the Upjon Government. Qqr resolution asking
for the complete withdrawal of the BN wag before them
the Delegation, . on
failing to obtain the withdrawal of the Bill, would ;mve
returned to Iq@_ia. owning defeat bhonourably. We were
10 party ta the compromise, " Until we have a vestige of
self-reapect, left, 1t ue we shall not; be parties to any com-
promise which means oyp virtaal degeneration, - -
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Assisted Emigration Scheme

« At the Iast Round Table Conference we asked for the
ghandonment of the Assisted Emigration Scheme,
Whilst we have heen successful in obtaining the elimi-
pation of this echeme from the Capetown Agreement it
has not been withdrawn from Act 37 of 1927. The
regult is that hundreds of our countrymen and women
gre atill taking advantage of the scheme, In the maonths
of Febraary, June and August of this year 300, 674 and
500 souls respectively have left these shorea for India.
As we are free to oppose this scheme we shonld carry out
an intengive propagands againet it. The fate that
awaits these unfortunate repatriates in Tndia hes been
repeated g0 often that it requires no reminder from me,
affice it to say that immediate action shonld be taken to
check this flow from this conntry,

OQOther Matters

« Tn our statement to the Government of India Delega-
tion we urged for the consideration of the question of the
entry of wives and minor children who are affected by
Rashid Amod's case, the removal of differential treatment
meted out to condonees in regard to Immigration
matters, and the granting of permission for the entry of
wives and minor children of those who have taken out
Protection Certificates.

« All these matters arise out of the Capetown Agreement

of 1927, bat in ite revision none of these has been dis-

- cussed, Itisfor us to decide what action should be
taken with a view to the obtaining of necessary redress.

White Labour Policy

& Since we 1aab met at Conference the condition of

the Indian worker has not improved. The White

- Labour Policy of the Government is being pursued with

all its vigour. The number of Indians on the Railways

and Harboars is daily being diminished. Every avenue
. qf employment is closed to him,

« Thonsands of our people are out of employment.
.In Natal the distress amongst the unemployed Indians
“is very acuten The Goveroment-and the {,0cal Anthorities,
whilet having opened Relief works for the benefit of
. Europeans and Coloured unemployed, have done nothing
to help the Iudian’ unemployed. The Government
refnuses even fo oEen s Labonr Burean for the Indian

. nnemployed. ‘That at an average 150 adults are being
fed at the Food Kitohen conducted by the Sir Eurma
Reddi Unemployed Relief Committee at Durban, will
give one an idea of the amount of distress amongst our
peaple in Natal, The matter is serions and demands
our ajtention. '

Licensing Laws

% The Licensing Clause in the Capetown Agreement
seems to me to be a dead letter. The Minister of the
Interior bhas, as I have stated on s previous occasion,
placed an entirely different interpretation on the clause.
Those of ng who were anxiously awaiting the Minister to
move for the revision of the Licensing Laws in the
various Provinces, have been living in a Fool’s Paradise.
Any vestige of hope that our commonity bed held bad
been shatiered by the recent Transvasl Licences (Con-
trol Ordinance.) 'The farreaching effect of this Ordi-
nance is already being felt by onr community in the
Trenavaal,

% In the Natal Provinca and in some parts of the Cape
Province the wide discretionary powers of Licensing
Officers are being indiscriminately used against the
Indian. In afew years hence every Indian merchant
in the Union will be at the merey of the Licensing
Officers.  All these acts are being done despite the lofty
idedlld thas are i the Capetown Agreements

LI
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Uplift Clause

“Time after time we have referred to the Uplift
Clause, The Union Governmeut bas accepted the
principle that it is the duty of a civilised Government
to uplift every section of its permanent popnlation to
the fullest extent of their capacity and opportunitiee.
The uplift of our community can only be sattained by
providing educational facilities for our children. Sinoe

- the Capetown Agreement the educational facility in the

Natal Provinoe has alightly improved. Whilst I admit
that a little over 5,000 children have gained admittance
to the Schools there arestill over 15,000 children of achool-
going age who are receiving no education at all. The
Natal Provincial Council ia spending not & penny from
its coffers towards educating the Indian children, though
it epends an endrmous amonnt for the education of the
European children.

< If the Union Government expects our people to attain

Western standarda then I submit that proper edncationsl
facilities shonld be provided for our children.
_ “ Ap an instance of Indian self-help I will quote the
work that is being carried on by the Todian Technical
Education Committee, This Committee it providing
pert time education to adnlts, and also commercial eda-
cation. Domeetic soience classes bave heen opened for
Indian women. The Government subsidy, though amall,
i8 a sourece of help.

1 wonld urge that the Union Government subeidise
work of this psture so that the permanent Indian
population of this conntry will take their rightful place
in Sonth Africa.

«In onr Statement to the Indian Delegation we

that the Union Government should base its
calcnlation of the subsidy for primaty education on the
estimated total sttendance for the ensuing year. If thia
were done, I have no doubt that the considerable anmber
of Indian children now remaining withont education
wonid be in gchools,
Liquor Act

«Phe amendment to the Liquor Act has again been
postponed. Unless we ave successful in obtaining the
repeal of Section 102 (2) (a) the Indian Waiters will
ever remain at the mercy of the Minister. 'Itins
gevere hardship on those engaged in the Liquor and
Catering Trades, and it is our duty, therefore, to urge
for the repeal of this sinister clanse, }

Immigration Laws

T have to again refer to the Indian Immigration
Laws. These laws have served their days and shonid
therefore be repealed from the Natal Statates. Con.
siderable irritation is being caused to our people by
these laws. We claim ourselves as Somth African
Indians and a8 such we want the laws affecting us nob
to differentiate between one section and another. There
ia a considerable amouut of money in the Indian
Immigration Trust Board coutributed by employers for
the bepefit of Indisn Immigrants. The Government

onght to divert this money towards uplifting our people,
Co-operation In Exploration Scheme

« The letter from the Secretary of the Interior asking
the Congresa to elect a representalive to co-operate with
the Union apd Indian Governments in the Colonisation
Schéme will be placed before you. .

«Yon will observe from the statement which I
reforred to in the earlier part of my speech, that the
Congress has not committed to any echeme.. Your
delegates at Oapetown agreed to co-operate in the ine
vestigation of ontleta for the settling of our pecple from
this country. And that agreement on our part. was
snbject to the other matters to be disonssed ac the
Round Table Conference being eatisfactory. Your Con-

gress has pub its foot down to the reduction of our
people in this codtfy, 1t wia Heodtde of thia Hetety

wboe e il
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i d which the Congress took that we wereable to
t;-i:::itl]lithn: removal of the A:;und Bmigration Scheme
wn Agreemen: .
fm“‘n’lltih :hf?gﬁ: of eventd that bave passed since the
Clipetown Confereice_you will be asked to give yonr
ecisjon gn the Colonisation Scheme.
"'« Regolutions on the various disabilities that we are
gibjécted tp will be bought forward, 1 hope that thes
‘H}‘ geceive yoar earnest, sud serious consideration.

!14; I have sajd o this platforn at the last Emer-
fiéhody Capferance | repeat ibat depntations inay come
and idepn’nﬁom' may go. They mway act ss ur o voctes
bt b Iu for us to say what we want. We hav
Ligpen 4ud agplrations just as thuch as the Europeans.

“We wontto e good South African Natorials, but
that ig only poesfble if we are given every opportunity
to-deyelap gurselves to the fullest extent of our capacity.

~ This Conference is perhaps going to be & turning
point in the history of Indians in Sm;th Afriea. ~ We
hdve meb to take & definfte decislon ot the immediate
dinger before vs, and having taken a decision there can

o turping back.. 'Whether Iur{lans thake or unmake
Zfa o7 in the fifs of oor community fn Sonth Africa,

this Conference js the best and only jodge. 1 have
jvél yait in this spegch of wmine, the wrongs that ard
E,h;m !;ll;.!;_l s glm injustice that ia continnally and

pnatantly inflicted npon us. The Indian has come to
mt“ ofcﬁehp.tion, for bie no longer cn benr the
indigmities, the dishonpur and the statys of inferlority to
which he is grataltodaly dbjected, Are we going to be
mppreiwet] and oppressed, and gradually elimjusted from
ghm'&mn' ?nrhrewegoiu:g to be allo ]bo?lw%haa

itizeps, and perpitted to irprove our lot ? 'The
gmii&ﬂith ébll:: and 1 enjoiid tyﬂ'n with all the
[ ';‘qngth I have, ive the whole. sftuation a serions
dt,ﬁdy gud comeé bo 2 decfajon which 18 honourable wot
only 10 U4 bt to poaterity,”

Lo [

| Resolutions

The folldiving resolutions weye pagsed nnanimonsly
at the twalfth session of the Conferende of the
South African Indian Congress hald in Johannesburg
on Aug. 27 dnd 28 yon 1 S

(1) AsiATic LAND TENURE AcT.

That the Sounth Africen Indfiii Congreas in Con-
ferened sstembled ' at Jobainesbuarg emphigtically
conflémhs thé Pransyaal. Aslatic Land Tenure Aot
which it declares is unicesptable to the Tndian
odimihmiifty, dnd faither endorass the action of the
Trantivaal Jhdjan Cougress to repist thé law s eon-
tilned in thelr fepolution, This Congree calls upon
its affilistéd Yodiet to mpport the cauvgs of the
Tribsvaal Tndlans in évery possible way,

(2) - QorLoNATION SoEmME

e Round
: Bgrees to po-qperate with the
Gm:ernmenta of India and the nion of Bouth

conntries explored and not on the seore of Indians
depined s updesirables or that the Inpdian
aoedi o

pylatlon I to by rbd
“w o £

T T—

(3) THE WHITE LABOUR PoOLICY

That this Conferencs views with grave alarm the
White Lahoar Palicy of the Goverament which hag
thrown a large number of Indians ont of amplay.
went and respectfully begs ta point ant to the
Minjater of Labour that this polioy is eontrary ¢
the spirit and intention of the Capetown Agreomong
of 1927,

(4) UNEMPLOYMENT

That this Conference appeals to the Union Govery.
ment to take into consideration the serions pliglit qof
anpmployed Indiaoe thronghont South Africa, ‘and
respectfully requests that a subsidy be given for
their benefit and relief works be opened so that the
distress may be alleviated, N

(5) Lapour

That this Oonference respectfully urges the Gov.
ernment to take into consideration in deciding wpon
the Indnstrial Copoilistion Agreement and Wage
Determinatiops, the econemic disadvantages of
Yndjans, in that they have neither chaice of site nop
ohoice of enstamers owing to legislativa or adminis-
trative reglriction, and praye that the Governmeng
may, in due course, ramave the asid economic dig.
advantages, : -

{6) Liquor AcT

‘That this Conférence whilat expresding its appre-
ciation to the Minister of Justice far exemptin
Indian Waiters and Wine Stewards in thé Transvas
from the operation of Section 102 (2) (a) of the
Liquor Act, foelg that in view of the fact the the
Exemption Certificates are of a temporary character,
the fature of the men hangs in the halanes, -

- This Uonferenes therefore respetfully reqiests th
Government te amend the Liquor Act in order to -
give relief in this apd in other matters affecting
Indians: : . '

This Conference requests the officials to maksg

such reprssentations as may be necessary in the _

. matter.

: , Lo .x-.'..l‘e".'lﬂ'l
{(7) CoxpoNaTioN e T

That, this Conferencs appesals to the  Miniater of -
$he Interier to reconsider his degision in regard to
ths intradpetion into this congtry of the wives and
mingr children of condoneeg apd respectfully rq-

minor children intq Sonth Afri
lead happy family livep.

(8) Posts anp TBLEGRAFPHS

That this Confereijcs respectfully suggests to the
Hon, the Minister of Poas and Tel i
congested mater g ud Telegraphg that in
postal clerks, postmen and telegraphio IeRsengers;
would facilitate the wark of the Pery -
phio. Deparant 8] and _Telegra‘
(9) OLD Agm PENSIONS :

That this Confarence appeals to the Union

at this : Jnion Govern-

;:azg ofortthIe Elgabansm;tof the benefits of od ;:ga

nsfon to Indians ag ft \ Enrapeans
3ad_ Colonrete 8 spplicable to Enrg oar

(10) Fmeanus

That this Gonference views with great 1 1
Poliey of the Department of Defence 1:0 nrﬁl;nsl:-l:;?

notwithetanding the }
Ohiof of i Gag otter ta tha Congrass from the -

-

e JW?M‘V"~-‘.~;?°.4°WﬂM«MrV VN rapror
: " :

de Ly Ly
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This Conference farther reqaests the officials of
the Congress to prepare a memorandom on the
question snd forward same to the Minister of
Defence.

(11) INDIAN TRADE COMMISSIONRR

That in the opinion of the Conference it is highly
decteable for the Government of India to give early
condiderstion to the question of appointing & Trade
CGommissioner to represent it in Soath Africa, =0 as
to bring closer trade relationship between India and
Sonth Africa. .

This Qonference further requests the Executive of
the Congress to arrange for a deputation to wait
upon the Agent of the Government of India with a
view to early measures being taken in the matter.

(12) Mr. MORRIE ALEXANDER

Thls Coriferénce expreises its slneere thanks to
Mr. Motris Alexander, M.P,, for presenting the
petition of the South African Indian Congress on the
Teansvaal Asistic Land Tenure Adt to Parliament,
and for his ontspoken spesch in this conneotion in
Parliament. .
(13) KUNWAR MAHARAJ SINGH AND STAFF

Phat thip Conference sinderely thanks the Agent
of the Government of Indis Kanwar Maharaj Singh
and his staff for their unceasing interest in the cause
df the Indiane in South Africa. :
{14) Tk ImpeErIAL INDIAN CrTIZENSHIP

ARS00IATION

This Conference hereby places on record its sense
of sppreciation to the Imperial Indian Citizenship
Association for the active interast it is taking in all
matters affecting the South African Indians,

(15) Mr, H. 8. L, POLAR
Phis Conference expresses its gratitude to Mr.,

H. 8. 1.. Polak for his unceasing services on behalf
of the Indiand in Sonth Africa, _
(16) THE HoN, EVRLYN BARING _

That this Conference records ita deep appreciation
and gratitide to the Hon. E. Baring, the laté Secre-
tary to the Agent of the Governmeunt of India, for
his inestimable services to the Indian tommunity
in South Africa. :

(i7) MARATHA GANDHE
That this Conferoncd expresses its love and gratis

tude to Mahatma Gandhi for his undying interest in
all indttera affecting the Indians in South Africa.

(18) Dr. RABINDRANATH TAGORE

That this Conference sends its sincere love snd
greeting to Dr. Rabindranath Tagore and récords its
gratitude to him for having permitted the Rev., C.
F. Andrews to come out once again to help the
Indigns in South Africa. ‘

(19) 8. A. PrEss

Thdt this Conferdnce thenks the Préss for
giving publicity to matters . pertaining to the
Trdian question in South Africa and for assisting in
other ways, and Mr, D, Bramdaw for recording at
every Conference to the local press the proceedings
of the Conference.

Election Of Officials

The following offitials wers elected for the
eneming year :— '
President: Mr. O, H. A. Jhavery; Joint Hon.

Secritariga Meesrs. A, I, Kajes and P. R. Pather;
Joint Hon, Trosaurers 1 Messrs; 8, Rustomjee and
H- M &nri
g‘?;";?‘;.;‘:-.-;‘-'-l-—':'-ﬁ_{ ’;‘; TR ---&$-.;.'.._ e e, Y
-y
& 4 W T

A Missionary View Of
British Rule In India

“A_fmnkstahmanz of opinion regarding -British. -
rale in India was made recently 4t the ologing

- seggion, in the Central Hall, Birmingham, of

the General Assombly of Unitarian and Free
Christian Churches, by the Rev. Magnus O, Ratter, -
who has recently spent eighteen months in that:
country.” saya the Bemingham Posi. '

The Rev, H. J. Rossington (chairman of the Over-
seas and Foreign Committes), who presided, pointed’
out that during Mr, Ratter’s ministry in Indis polj-
tical conditions had been against religious work such
a8 they wers trying to envisage and advosats. He had -
tﬁ keep olear of political gomplications, and the fuct
that he was there alive and well and not in some..
Indian prison showed that he had done his Gaty
both well and wisely. It bad not been possible
owing to the financial aspeot to 16t him remain in
India longer than eighteen months, bit the work
there had not been completed, It had only been.
suipended- ' )

‘The Rev. M. €. Ratter, said in Indid apart from the
occasion when he gat as a waleome guest ab, the |
dinnet or brehkfast table he had abstained from
public political work, although hé wad much i sym:-
pathy with certain political agpirations in Earope and-.
elsewhére, He did not think he would have landed in
prigon if he had maid to the people in Indid what hi-
was now saying to that audienmce. It would only.
Hava meant he would have béen deported from India,
ag some English and Americans had been deporbed. -
In courtesy to thair interests and in defence to the
money they hdd spent hé felt it t6 be his highér
duty to remain in Indis and net to be sent homeé
quickly becanse of political activity. -

He did not think one could separaté religiond and
political work. The two were one, thongh religion
was much higher. At the same time in India he had
tb separats themn becatse it Would not have been Fair
to those who sent him had he let himsslf go on the:
Indian problem and been deported. That would.
have been thy end of their work. He balieved that
in India onr empire was lost. Ae English peopls e
had rendered to India a very great and estimable
gotvics which in modetn India was domewhat bo-
littled and minimised becaunse of the present palitival -
passion, but he bad assured himself that judiaial

“history would give to England the highest piiiise for

hoer nineteeth cbntnry work, We had talten from.-
India a very large reward—sometimes as much aa
500%—#o that it was not altogather altruistie. 'T'é-
day we did vot serve India, We lived npon India,
and the Indians realised that we did so. We repdered:
a little servide but ho servite Worthy of the chargs
we had impossd apon her people., He had travellgd
many miles over the continent of India and had been
the guest in the length and beadth of the land. He

ad been their friend, and it was saddening to r;aljsg .
that he conld travel for eighteen months id India
and only come upon one persén whe defended the
British regime. It might be our failyre to appreciate
it, but it wan very ead that this England whiclh wé
loved shonld have lost €0 completely, almost inalienx
ably, the affections of the Indian people. We could .
not gay wo had the affectiotis 6f the pebple. They
were logt, hu did not may for ever; but he fearpd if; -
Some of the Indians would bitterly tell us that i
wag not the affeotion of the Indian people that sups
ported English role, but the bayonets on whioh vuf
fldg flaw; and soine of then wiate Yidodsyed;
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