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MAHATMA GANDHI MEETS ROMAIN ROLLAND

O an American friend Romain Rolland has

"ﬂ‘ written as follows about the visit of Mahatma
Gandhi to his home:—

Villeneuve, Switzerland, December 1931.

How I shonld have liked to bave yoa here during
the visit of the Indians! They stayed five days—
from Sunday night until’ Friday afterncon, the
eleventh—at the Villa Liouette. The little man,
bespectacled and toothless, was wrapped in his
white burnoose, but his legs, thin as a heron’s stilts,
were bare. His shaven head with its few coarse
hairs was uncovered and wet with rain. He came
to me with a dry laugh, his mouth open, like a good
dog panting, and flinging an arm around me leaned
his cheek againat my shoulder. T felt his grizzled
bead against my cheek. It was, I amuse myself
thinking, the kies of St. Dominic and St. Franecis.

Then came Mira (Miss Slade) proud of figure
and with the stately bearing of a Demeter, and
finally three Indians, one 8 young son of Gandhi,
Devidas, with a round and bappy face. He iS
gentle, and but little aware of the grandeuwr of his
name., The othera were secretaries—disciples—two
young men of rare qualities of heart and miod :
Mahadev Desai and Pyarelal.

_As I had contrived sbortly heforehand to get a
gevere cold on my chest, it was to my house and to
the chamber on the second floor where I sleep a;
Villa Olga—yon will remember it—that Gandhi
came each morning for long conversations. My
sister interpreted, with the assistance of Mira, and
I had also a Russian friend and secretary, Miss
Kondacheff, who took notes on our discussions
Some good photographs by Schlemmer, our neighbor
from Montreux, recorded the aspeet of our inter-
views. .

Evenings, at seven o'clock, prayers were held in
the first-floor salon. With lights lowered, the
Indians seated on the carpet, and a little assembly
of the faithful grouped about, there was a puite of
three beautiful chants—the first an extract from
the Gita, the second an ancient hymn on the Sanskrit
texts which Gandhi has translated, and the third a
canticle of Rama and Siva, intoned by the warm,
grave voice of Mira, :

Gandhi held other prayers at three o’clock in the
morning, for which, in London, he used to wake his
barrassed staff, although he bhed not retired umtil
one, 'This little man, so frail in appearance, is tire-
Jess, and fatigue in 8 word which does pot exist in
his vocabulary. He counld calmly answer for hours
the heckling of a erowd, as he did at Laosanne and
Qeneva, withont a muscle of his face twitching
Seated on a table, motionless, his voice always clear

and calm, he replied to his sdversaries opeh or
masked—and they were not lacking at Geneva—
giving them rude traths whick left them silenced
and suffoeated.

The Roman bourgeoisie, militarial and nationalist,
who had at first received him with ecrafty looks,
quivered with rage when he left. I beliove that if
his stay had lasted any longer the public meetings
would have been forbidden. He pronounced him-
self as unequivocally as possible on the double
question of vationasl armaments and the conflict
between ecapital and Jabour. I was largely res-
ponsible for steering him on this Iatter course.

His mind proceeds through successive experi-
ments into action and he follows a straight line, but
he never stops. and one would risk error in attempt-
ing to judge him by what he said ten years ago,
because his thonght is in constant evolution. I will
give you a little example of it that is characteristic.

He was asked at Lausanne to define what he
underatood by God. He explained how, among the
noblest attributes whick the Hindn scriptures
ageribed to God, he had in his youth chosen the
word “ truth ” ag most truly defining the essential
element. He had then gaid, “Qod is Truth”
“But,” he added, “two years ago I advanced
another step. I now eay, ‘Truth is God”’ For
even the atheists do not doubt the necessity for the
power of truth. Ju their passion for discovering the
truth, the atheists have not hesitated to deny the
existence of God, and, from their point of view,
they are right.” You will onderstand from this
single trait the boldness and independence of thim
religions apirit from the Orient. I noted in him
traits similar to Vivekananda.

And yet not a single political rmse catches him
unprepared. And his own politics are to say every-
thing that he thinks to everybody, not concesling a
thing.

On the last evening, after the prayers, Gandhi
asked me to play him a little of Beethoven, (He
does not Lknow DBeethoven, but he knowa that
Beethoven has been the intermediary between Mira
and me, and consequently between Mira and him-
gelf, and that, in the final count, it is to Beethoven
that the gratitude of uve all must go.) I played him
the Adante of the Fifth Symphony. To that I
added “ Les Champs Elysées” of Gluck—ithe page
for the orchestra and the air for the flute.

He is very sepsitive to the religious chants of his
conutry, which somewhat resomble the most beauti-
ful of our Gregorian melodies, and he has worked
to assemble them, We alao exchanged our ideas on
art, from which he does not separate his conception
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of truth, nor from his eonception of trath that of
joy, whick he thinks truth should bring. Batk it
follows of {teelf that for this hercic natare joy doea
not come withont effort, nor even lifeitself without
hardship. “ The seeker after truth bath a heart
tender as the lotus, and hard ag granite,”

Here, my dear friend, sre a fow hints of those
days of onrs together on which I bave taken much
more detailod notes. What I do -not dwell on to
you ig the harricane of intrunders, Jojters, and balf-
wits which this visit loosed on our two villas. No,
the telephone never ceased ringing; photographers
in ambuscades let fly their fusillades from behind
every bush, The milkmen’s syndicate at Leman
informed me that daring all the time of this sojourn
with me of the “ King of India” they intended to
assume complete responsibility for his “ vietualling.”
We received letters from “Sons of God.”” Some
Italians wrote to the Mahatma beseeching him 4o
indicate for them the ten lucky numbers for the
next drawing of the weekly national lottery !

My sister, having survived, has gone to take ten
day’srest at & cure in Zurich. She returns tomorrow.
For my part, I have entirely lost the gift of sleep.
If you find it, send it to me by registered mail |

—The Nation (New York ).

‘SEGREGATE INDIANS’
DH“HERE is no end in this country to

the slogan of segregate Indians

from Europeans. The Europeans
of Natal and Transvaal siill continue such
cries against indians. A few months ago
a petition had been prepared and placed in
the streets of different towns of Natal for
obtaining signatures of individual Europeans.
It was signed by 25,999 Europeans and
presented to the House of Assembly on Feb.
8. This petition was presented to the House
just at a time when the Government of
India delegation was discussing the Indian
problem with the Union Government deles
gation at the Round Table Conference held
in Capetown last month, On the fifieenth
of this mouth, Mr. Frank Acutt moved in
the House of Assembly that the petition of
A. Kemp and 25,999 others, residents of
the Province of Natal, praying that legisla-
tion may be introduced to demarcate resi-
dential and trading areas for Europeans and
Indians and to prevent unfair competition
by Asiatics in trade and industry, which
was presented to the House on Feb, 8, be
referred to the Government for considera-
tion. There was no discussion on the
subjeet in the House and the motion was
accepted.  Mr. Acutt received an assur-
ance from the Minister of the Interior
that the subject will be most thoroughly
summed up by the Government. The

——

object of this petition is to impress upon
the House that the European pubtic opinion
of Natal is in favour of segregation for
Indians and hence to introduce legislation g
that effect. In 1924 when the Class Areas
Bill was introduced;in the Parliament, it was
clearly shown that the Indian opinion in
South Africa was against the policy of
segregation. As a result of the Rgund
Table Conference then held in Capetown
the Bill was dropped and the policy of
segregation was abandoned, The Goverh-
ment of India then apenly declared that
they cannot acceps the policy of segregating
Indians from Europeans, At the sscoad
Round Table Conference which met ont
last month at Capetown the delegates of the
Government re-emphasised the point and
made it quite clear to the Uniondelegates that
the Government of India can never accept
segregation policy. Although the wviews
of the Indian community in South Afrieca
and those of the Government of India are
well known on this subject, yet the Euro-
peans in this country continue to agitats
against Indians on this subject. By taking
signatures on such a petition the Europeans
of Natal try to show that the public opinio
demands such a policy. Will the Unjon
Government ask the Indian commuiity to
show its public opinion through the same
method? Natal Province is net specially -
a reserved province for Europeans to live
in. Justas Europeans came to this pro-
vince from outside to settle in so did the
Indians, Indians as a matter of fact were
invited by the Natal Government to develop
this country, Natal is made inte a garden
colony to-day through Indian labout. Just
as the Europeans of this Province haye a
right to live so bave the Indians, The
Indian population in this provinge is just
equal in numbers with Europeans, Eighty
per cent, of the Indian population is bora
in this province. Hence they are as much
South Africans as the Europeans. Natal
is as much a land of birth for these Indians
as Mr. Frank Actt would claim for himself,
Just as the Europeans pay taxes and sup-
port the Government so do we Indians,
In proportion the Europeans receive more
benefits in many ways from the State than
Indians. They receive special privileges
from the State at the cost of other non-
European sections who are not represented
in the Government of the State, The nan-

European section having no share in fie



March (18th, 1932

INDIAN OPINION 8y

administratian of the country and though
they have to equally share the burden-of the
State is unjstly treated. If the Indian com-
munity have the franchise no other section
of the people [n this country dare to agitate
against them. Even though the Jadian
community possess no franchise ia this
ceuntry, they have never accepted the policy
of segregation. The Government of [ndia
have not accepted it and in future too they
shall not accept it, '

Indian Hospital For Pietersburg

The new Indian wards at the Pietersburg Hoapital
were opened. last week by His Worship the Mayor,
Dr. U. P. Andrew, in the presenco of a representa-
tive gathering of citizens. Hia Worship also laid a
commemoration stone.

Mr. P. W. Roos, chairman of the Pietersburg
Hospital Board, weleomed those present and gave
dewils of the cost of the new building. He hoped
that this endeavour on the part of the Indian com-
munity would encourage other sections to do like-
wise.  The Indian community had sahacribed £300
to which the Provincial Adminigtration had added
£750 and the cost of the bailding had been £1,536.

" It was unfortunate that the Enropean residents of
the Northern Trausvaal, continued Mr. Roos,- could
not be induced to emulate the Indian in giving to
the hospital. The Indians contribated about ten
times ag much as did the Eurcpean section.

The Board, said Mr. Roos, contemplated spending
£8,000 thia year on buildings. £2,000 would, he
hoped, be available very shortly. He appealed to
residents of the smaller towns in the Northern
Tranevaal, who received considerable benefit from
the hoapital, to contribuie towards its upkeep.

Mr. Jombard, Assistant Magistrate, in.the eourse
of a leder which Mr, Roos read, ocongratulated the
Indian community om their splendid effort and
example and regretted his inahility to be present as
he had to hold a eourt at Cheniespoort,

Dr. P. A. Green also gpoke in congratulatory
terms of the wonderful achievement of the Indian
ocommunity and of the fine building. He eaid that
the doctors would be interested as nine out of every
ten patients would now be better treated. Hoapitals
nowadays, he econtinned, were bassd on an Aet
introduced & few years ago which aimed at en-
couraging local people to help their own sick. The
Government domsted so much and se mnch was
found by the people.

It cost in round fignres £10,000 per annom. to
run the hospitsl and the subscriptions amounted in
onb year to £86. He coneluded by eaying that the
people of Pietersburg ought to “buck ap.” The
Iudian community was only one among many.

Mr. M. Asvat, on behalf of Mn Amod Bava,
thairman of the Young Muslim Society, read the
following address +— ) '

Mr. Ctinirraan, Ladies and Gentlemen :

Ag chairman of the Young Muaslim Soclely, I fedl
honoured to have this opportnaity of expressing the
appreciation and thenks of the Indian community of
Piotersburg to onr Furopean neighbours for the
great assigtance we have had in accornplieshing our
objective, that of erecting an Indian Hospital in
Pietersburg.

Four yoars have elapeed since we first approached

the Pietershurg Hospital Board in this endeavour.
Th'e_ Board’s reception of our scheme was always
Symipashetic and I doubt whether the Indian Fospital
would te-day have been an accomplished faet, were

it not for the Hoapital Board’s Lindly co-operation.
‘Fo the chairman and members who have merved on
the Hospital Board during the last four years, we
exprees our heartfalt thanks.

Although a large portion of the funda for the
ereotion nf this hospital was eontributed by the
Indian community of Pietersburg and Jistrict, i
wag through the efarts of the Pistershurg Hoaspital
Board that the Provincial Adminisiration ocontrie
buted & large sam towards the building ocostn. Was
foel all the more greatly indebted to the Admimis-
trator and hig executive, because the grant was
made in times of depression and stress.

Our commupity has been provided with 3 long-
felt want. We greatly appraciate all the kindness
and asaistance that we have received, and I can
agsure the BEuropean section of Pietersburg that we
shall not be found wanting when oppertunity arises
to reciproeate.”

Mr. Makomed G. Rasool said, "I am requested by
my father, Mr. Goolam Rasool, who is absent from
town to-day, to convey to you his apology for not
being present at this function and to convey the
following message on beohalf of the - Indian com-
mnnity of Pietersburg :

“That the Indiay community of Pietersburg
accords ita appreciation of the generons gift made
by the Provineial anthorities and the Young Muslim
Zociety by bunilding the Indian Hospital and hand-
ing over to the Pleteraburg Hospital Administration
for the use of the Indian patients.”

Dr. Andrew then laid the atone commemorating
the opening. The hospiial would be non-seclarian
and its privileges available to all the Indian com-
munity, He said, “God is with those who per-
gsovare” and waid that they had persevered and
to-day could see the fruit of their efforts, a splendid
ingtitntion.

The Mayor then thanked the Hospital Board on
behalf of the Mayoress and himeelf for the invita-
tion axtended to them. He said that Kipling’s
maying : * Faat is East and West is West and never
the twain shall mest™ was a fallacy. Hers in the
Western Hemisphero Eaat was meeting West, To-
day the Indians were an integral part of the popa-
lation: of Bouth Africs. They had made their homes
here and they and their children bad become South
Africang, If their tenure wag only temporary they -
would not have erected that magnifieent building.

Tribute To Builder

The Mayor then declaved the commemoratipn
gtone well and tenly laid and ssid he wished to pay
a tribute to the builder, Mr. J. T. Weleh, who had
given them a splepdid job with which everybody
conneeted with the institution was pleased. The
Board woald ghow their appreciation in a practical
manuner.

The Mayor, the Mayoress and Mr, Roos were then
garlanded and the Mayoress opened the door of the
new ward.

Indian Demand For School
At Newcastle

Nowcastle, Friday.—The Acting Agent-General
for Indla in the Union, the Hon. Evelyn Baring,
visited Newcastle yesterday, and was met and enter-
tained by the Indian community. The chief object
of the visit was to discuss the matter of a Govern-
ment Indian school, a5 a result of which representa-
tions are being made to the Provincial Administra- -
tion with the idea of a definite date being given in
which a Government Schopl wonld be granted.

The Hon. Evelyn Baring joined his mother, Lady
Gromer, this morning, and proceeds by rail to
Johabnesbarg.——Reuater.
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What Is Happening In India

The Colombo correspond=nt of Tanganyika Opimon
writes :—

1t is well known that news from India regarding
the civil disobedience campaign is severely censored.
But the veil was lifted in a conversation which Dr.
8. A. Wickremesinghe M.B.B.S. member of the
Ceylon State Couneil, had with me,

Dr. Wickremesinghe has just retarped after an
oxtensive tonr in India. The news about India so
anxiously awaited and received by the external
world is very unreliable, he said. Even within the
coanntry the Government is wmaking a desperate
effort to hoodwink India into believing that the
Congress movement is & dying thing. “ This is
merely & part of the Government plan,” he pointed
out, “ to stamp ont opposition.” .

As the leaders were arrested, new leaders came
forward, all from the ranks of the educated—pro-
foasors, members of local legislatures and doctors.
In the last movement Bombay had only 5,000
volunteers, This time witkin two days of Mahatma
Gandhi’s avrest, 15,000 volunteers enrolled.

“Y met stadents and professors of the Caleatta
and Benares Universities and of the Tagore's Uni-
versity at Shantiniketan,” emphasised Dr, Wickre-
mesinghe. *“They are all waiting to offer their
gervices in the struggle for the freedom of their
own country. At every important railway station
one sees the sad spectacle of political prisoners, all
cultured people whoge refined features and digpified
behaviour stand in tragic contrast to the coarse
featured soldier or the uneducated Indian police-
men who arrest these patriots and take them to
various parts of the country where gaols are not
already full or to schools and other public buildings
improvised as gaols.

“Lathi blows, gune, water-hose on women stu-
dents, all result in adding more fmel to the fire.
Red: Cross ambulance belonging to the Congresa are
smashed, the nurses, volunteers and the drivers are
belaboured, and in consequence the injured are
made to suffer in agony on the streets. In Madras
I met some Europeans who were organising a depu-
tation to request the Police Commissioner to stop
the brutal assanlts on Indian nurses.

**1 was in Benares when the military opened fire
on the unarmed ecrowd. A protest meeting was
arranged in connection with Mahatmaji’s arrest.
Several hours before the appointed time for the
meeting, the mililary arrived with armoured cars
with rifles and took possession of the Town Hall
where the meeting was to be held. The people
were gathered in thousands all unarmed and bare-
headed. They assembled in apite of the Magistrate’s
order potto do 80, The militiary armed with all
the implements of brute force were overpowered by
the moral value of the non-violent protest. In their
utter desperation the military opened fire and
twenty rounds were fired Lilling several and in-
juring several hundreds.”

Dr, Wickremesinghe then paid a tribnie to the
Indian volunteer nurses. Over 200 of the injured
wero treated at the Congress hospital, he said, The
gentleness and efficiency of the Indian nurses were
remarkable. The feeling of sympathy from the
crowd and their eagerness to do everything possible
to alleviate the sufferings of the wounded made him
realise that every bnllet which penetrated was the
great suffering that the nation was undergoing in
the canse of freedom.

In spite of Ordinances, the boycott, picketting,
processions and propaganda of all kinde continued
unabated. The Ordinances have made conditions in
India far worse than under martial law. The Guje-

+ yat Vidaypath, the resident National University of
"~ Abhmedabad of which Mahatma Gandhi was the

Obantellor, was under militsry otcupation. Pro.
fessors and studenis were forced to vacate the build-
ing to provide room for soldiers. Several ashramsg
all over Indis have undergone a similar fate,

All the Congress buildings were under Police
occapation. The National Flag had been hauled
down and the Union Jack hoisted by foree. Parents
were held responsible if their children did propa.
ganda for the boycott of British goods or committad
any other act prohibited ander the Ordinances,
Failure to comply with this meant confiscation of
their property.

“ Thege are only a fow inatances,” contlnued Dy,
Wickremesinghe. " The actions of the Briish Rsj
on the North-West Frontier, in the villages where
the non-payment of taxes is going on and in the
towns, will be known only when the history of
the fight for freedom is written by Indian historians.

“ Wherever I went I made it a special point to
question the ordinary people, Not cnly were they
convinced of 1he righteousness of Mabatma Gandhi’s
policy, bot thuy did not know of anyone who dis-.
agreed with bis policy. Only in one instance did
I get the reply that there were people who disagreed
with Mabatma Gandhi and they were Government
pervants and a few title-seekers who bask in Gov-
ernment palronage.

“The spirit of patriotism displayed by boys of
twelve to sixteen, when brought to the Courts for
punishment, is inspiring. I was invited by the
Magistrate of the Juvenile Conrt in Caleutta. A
boy of sixteen was brought before him for picketting
foreign cloth shops. The Magistrate wanted to give
him another chance before he sent him to 2 reform-
atory for two years and asked the boy to give
thonght before he again decided to work as a Con.
gresa volunteer. The boy calmly replied, 1 have
given serious thought to this matter and wothing
can change my mind to serve my country.” Then
he was asked to give undertaking that he -will not
try to dissuade people from buying foreign goods.
The boy replied, “I shall do whatever I think is
right for the good of my conatry.”

The Prestige Of Whit'e
South Africa

The following statement has been issned by Dr.
Neville Talbot, Bishop of Pretorig :— .

As Bishop of Pretoria, whose diocese covers the
Northern Transvaal, I have to do with the area
which will be most affected by the Native Service
Contract Bill. I feel compelled, therefore, to make
an gppeal to Christian publioc opinion in Soumth
Africa, and to ask whether this measure shall be
allowed to pass without protest from the Christian
Churches,

This Bill in my judgment stands condemned for
three principal reasons :—

( _1) NEGLECT OF CONSULTATION: The way in
w!qcl_: the Bill has been introduced is most open to
criticism. Held over in 1931, pending the report of
thp Se}eet Committee on the Prime Minister’s Native
Bills, it has now besn reintroduced in spite of the
fact that the Select Committee has not yet reported,
and, although many of the issues raised by the Bill
are related to the terms of reference of the Native
Economic Commission, the report of that body has
not been awaited.

_The whole principle of consnltation pledged to
the native people by the Native Affairs Aot of 1920
and reaffirmed in General Hertzog’s Union Native
CouPcll Bill of 1927, has bwen violated. The
Mative Affairs Commiesion has not been consulted.
The Native Qonference was consnltad on the Bill a8
dratted in 1930, and, after a careful and intelligent
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discussion of the Bill, passed a resolation unani-
monsly condemning it.

No conference wag held in 1931 to discnss the
Bill.

The facts do defiance to the principles of eco-
operation betwoen Government and governed, upon
which the hope of a peaceful future for Somth
Africa largely depends.

(2) EvicTIiON OR COMPULSION: The practical
offect of the Bill will be that, once it is put into
operation in any given district, the whole squatting
population of that district will he suddenly subject

_toeviction from their homes, and will be condemned
to wander about looking for shelter and subsistence,
“until many of them drift into the towns.

The only alternative open to them will be to
remain where they are under conditions perilously
pear forced labour, they and their children prevent-
ed, more effectively than ever before from escaping
unsatisfactory eonditions of service, and remunerated
at a wage which in these circumstances is likely to
be lower then even the present low siandard.

(3) PROMISES UNFULFILED: Ever gince 1913
the native people have been waiting for the re-
demption of the promise of the grant of more land
made to them in the Natives' Land Act of that year.
Some measare of fulflment of that promise, how-
ever inadequate, is to be found in General Hertzog's
Land Bill,

1 clzim that to impose more restrictions on natives
living in Enropean areas until the promise of 1913
has been honoured is ¢ flagrant breach of faith on
the part of White South Africa. It is calculated to
damage the white man’s prestige and render co-
operation beiween the races so much the more
difficalt. '

Once more, therefore, & deep issue is bronght to
the front; it underlies the whole gquestion of race
relationships in Sonth Africa. The issue is whether
the house of Sonth African civilisation ghall be
built, in the snpposed interests of Europeans, on the
foundation of the oppression and compnulsion of the
native people; or, on the other hand, whether it
ghall be built on the foundation of free co-operation
by white and black for the good of the whole
comaunity.

The issue ia of world-wide importance, and bound
up with it ia the reputation of our counntry in the
oyes of the world.

Devil Let Loose In India

Bir John Maynard, Finance Member to the Punjah
Government when 8ir Edward Maclagan was Gov.
ernor, is amongst the contribntors to the first issue
of Jndian Affairs, a3 new monthly started by the

_ Oommonwealth of India League ‘Free Press’ cables
' the following paragraph about 8ir Jobn's article ;—

. While not euggesting that the Ordinancea
should pecegsarily be withdrawn or weakened,
. 8ir John saya that the door to peace should mnot
be slammed with sach violence, He adda:
“ The olub law holds the fleld and the extrem.
fete have recovered the initiative, Mr. Gandhi
is in jail and the devil has again been let loose
in Indis. We are sssnred nevertheless that
peaoeful discuesion on the ennstitutional . prob-
lem will coptinme. But Lord Willingdon's
advisers, if not the Viceroy himself, must know
what this has been made virinaly impossible.”
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Statement Submitted By S.A.L.C.

To Government Of India Delegation
( Oontinued from last week)

The Transvaal Indian Question

The Tranevaal Provinee is in a pecaliar position
as regards Indiane in relation to Cape and Natal
Provincea. It therefore seems necessay, even at the
risk of burdening the Statement with an outline of
of historical faets, to trace, as briefly as possible, the
advent of Indians into this Province and the
snccessive stage of ' warfare” by legislation, and
otherwise, whiech wae conducted against their pre-
gence, This part of the Statement may be taken
as especially dealing with and applicable to the
sitnation in the Transvaal,

HISTORICAL

The consensus of opinion would seem to be that
Indians first entered the Tranevaal a short while
prior to the date of the London Convention of 1881;
possibly two or three years before.

The London Convention referred to extended to
persons (other than natives of the land) who con-
formed to the lJaws of the Transavaal State :—

(a) Full liberty to enter, travel or reside in any

part of the Transvaal;

(b) The right to hire or possess manufactories,
warehouses, shops and premises;

(¢c) Carry on trade or commerce either in person
or by such agents as they may think fit to
employ. ,

(d) Ezemption from the imposition in respect of
their persons or property or their commerce
or induetry from any taxes whether general
or local other than those imposed on Trans-
vaal citizens.

The above liberties ander the 1881 Convention
justified, it is submitted; the view adopted by Indians
in Natal and elsewhere that they had a legal right
to enter the Tranavaal sud no doubt influenced
those who did so enter.

REGISTRATION

The year 1885 saw the introduction of legislation
on the part of the Transvaal Republic to compel
Indians desirous of entering and residing to pay a
tax of £25. 0. 0. by virtue of which they obtained
the right to enter and travel and reside in the country.

Reprerentations followed from the Indians of the
Transvaal to the British Government, resulting in
a reduction in 1886 to & tax of £3. 0, 0. in liew of
the £25. 0, 0.

In 1890 there was & decision in the Sapreme
Court in regard to the registration of minor Asiaticq -
(those under 15 years of age) to the effect thal such
were not under the obligation to register p;ovided
they were not carrying on trade or buginess of -
their own,

It is impossible to avoid passing reference to the
advancement by representstives of the British
Government of the grievances of the Trauavaal
Indians as one of the arguments in favour of the
War of 1899.1903,

The Peace Treaty of 1902 would appear to have
ignored the question of Indian grievances and dis.
abilities and to have witnessed the establishment
of a special depariment in the New Colony for
dealing with matters affecting Aslatics. Lord Milner
moved by pressure, obtained the consent of the
Sacretary of State to the Peace Preservation Ordima
ance, November 19024

tin
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This Ordinance provided,

1. After the date of this Ordinance no person
shall enter this Colony withont a permit
granted under the terms of this Ordinance, nn-
less he was a resident within the Colony on
the 31st. May, 1902, or has since that date and
before the date of this Ordinance received
some fermal authority from a duoly constituted
officer.

In 1903 Agiatics were compelled to obiain a
£3 Registration Certificate and the holders of
‘Certificates issned by the late Transvaal Republic
were to exchange the latter for the fdrmer. Lord
Milner urged the community to eccept the sitnation
if only from the point of view of their self-
protection, His Lordship pointed oat that it wonld
mneet European prejudices and European agitation
and suepicion for the Indisn commeunity to take
out Registration Certifloates whiob, he added, would
be evidence of their " right to be hers and their
right to come and go.”

Unrest, fanned by Anii-Asiatio agitators, who
Fepresented that the Indian commuity was increasing
in dangereus proportions continued up to 1906
when the Legislative Council enacted a further
registration measure applicable to all adglt Indians.
. On representations by the -delegation that visited
England under the leadership of Mr. Gandhi, the
1906 Ordinarice was suspended, but with the granting
of Responsible Government, was enacted sg Ack
of 1907.

Then followed the Passive Resistance Campasisn,
Volnntary registration and the Validating Act of 1908,

The Registration Actjust referred to emphasised
that every Certilicate of Registration was to be
accepted as conolusive evidence in all places that
the lawful holder thereof was, notwithstanding
anything in the Peace Preservation Ordinance of
1303, entitled to enter and reside in the Colony.
The Aci (36 of 1908) specifieally provided that
<very person who, having been the lawfal holder
of a certificate of Registration under Act 2 of 1907
Bas been permitted to abtain a certificate in the
form in the achedule to this Acs in aubstitation for
#ach amended certificate entitling him to enter and
peside in the Colony, ‘

This wrotective provision in relation to hkolders
#f Registration Certificates undef Act of 1908 wag
forther empbasised and repeated after the Pastive
Reeistance movement in 1913. Seotion 4 (a) (b) of
%he Indian Relief Aot provides thet nothing in
Seotion 4 (1) (a) ie to be consirued as abrogaling or
affecting any right conferred by Act 36 of 1903 of
the lawfn] holder of a Qerlificate under that Aot

Tt will be observed that firstly the principle of
dlifferontial registration has throughout been strongly
epposed and resieted; that when eventually under
persnesion it wes requisced it took the form of
volantary registration and that sEuch registration
was accoropanied by the assurance reiterated again
and again that the Oertificate held by the lawfal
holder was to be regarded as sac . Both from
the point, of view of the practical, as well as ths
sentimental, the sanotity attaching to the Ragistra-
$ion Certificate might well have been congiderad in-
violable. Nevertheless, by the Immigration Act of
1931, pasped regardless of the proteats of the Agent
of the Governmaent of India, aud the Congress, any
practical value sttaching to such cerfificates haa
rathlessly been taken away, Instead of thesa
Uertificates constitnting, as formerly they did, the
Jawful holders tide “to ba here and to come and
@o,” Bection 2.(a) of the Law 15 of 1931 reduces
them to nothing better than soraps of paper. This

———
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development is regarded by the community, not
with some justification, asa grave violation of the
Smrite-Gandbi Agreement. In this connection,
special attention may be directed to a jndgement of
the Immigrationi Appeal Board in the matter of
Daya Ratanjees of whick a copy will be found in
the appendix héreto marked “B.” [t will be seen
that a gon born within the Union of Indian parents
of whom the father ia & duly registered resident of
the Transvaal Province, both parents being residert
here at that time, inay yet be debarred the privilegen
of South African born national and deprived of
the rights wuob a one will he entitled to claim if
the parents have fnot been * domiciled” in the
Union, that is resident therein for three continuous :
years at the ime of the child’s birth, The lawfal .
holding of & certificate of registration has no bearing -
upon this question of domicilé and the old Common
Law definitlon of the the terms has been artifloially
narrowed down by statute to thie great disadvantage
of the persons atfected.

It should also be noted that both parents, not
merely cne or either of them, must have bean
* domiciled ” for the ehild to be regurded as South

frican,

The following case in paint may be found in-
structive as showing thé difference in the sitnation
In 1929 and 1931.

One Mr. I B. Patel of 6, Kort Street, Jolianhes-
burg had agon born in South Africa, and the
mother was not “domiciled* at the time of
birth. Mr, Patel wrote to the Immigration
Autborities to extend his Certificate of 1dentity
to whiéh the Commissioner of Asiatica teplied
as follows :—

File No. 3/Ef29221 29th November, 1929

’ , P. O. Box 244,
Mr. Ishwar Bhai Patel, Pratoria.
6, Kort Street, -
Johannesburg.

Bir,—~With referenes i your application fof
an extrnsion of the Certificate issned to your
won M. 1. Patel, to enable him tg procesd to
India, [ have to inform you that according to
the existing law there is no need to apply fo§
an extension for the boy who was born in
Sonth Africa end can retnrn at any time on
being able 10 prove his identity,

-1 have the hobotr ¢ be,
Rir,
Your Obedient Servant,
Signed:—H, N. VEKN,
Coinmissioner for Immigration and Asiatic Affaira,

The Appeal Board decision breviongly referred to
and set out in the appendix must inevitably have
very far reachbing effect slmed there is a large
nomber 6f boys born in the Union presently in
Yidia whose return, owing to the restrictions riow
fmpoeed in the 1931 Act will be made impossible,

( Zo be Conlinued )

- Durban Indien Child Welfare Society

‘The anndal maeeting of the Darban Indian Child
Welfare Soclety will be held on Satarday, 19th
March at the Centre, 150 Brook Street, at 3 p. m.
4ll are dordinlly invited to attend.

111 l!.t ‘ l‘ “‘ Saarviy
s " W
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Europeans On Indian Federation

Calentta; Msrch 14,—The eatly introduction of
Provintial dttopemy with no interference with
the present work of bringing into the Federation
of India as rapidly am possible ia the policy of the
Earopeans in India as outlined by Mr, Villiers,
Presideht of the Euaropean Association, when
dddressig & meeting of Europeans. .

Mr. Villiers emphisised that the Europeansin-
giited thet no Federal responsibility should be
granted uulil thé necessary safeguards had been
drawn up and proved to be capabie of performing
their task. Subject to thip the European Association
would oppose sny attempt by any Governments or
Party, British or Indian, that sought to playa
double game respecting the policy to which the
Asgoriation had subscribed. “ We take our stand
tiehind the White Paper,” declared Mr. Villiers,

Meanwhile the Indian Princes continue to per-
form various pecular evolations, but it is clear that
they have reilly moved from their four square
stand by the original proposals for Federation.

Now it seomb that the Princes will agree either
{6 decept the Confederacy proposals, or scmething
like them, or to disagree without disaster toa
Federal India, _

The Indian Staies, almost without exception,
are disposed to insist thal-their contributions to
Fatefal finanea shall be fodnd from indirect texation,
which will only be levied ab the discretion, of the
Government bf éach Siate,

New Appointment For Mrs. Naidu

*  Bombey, March 14—Mrs Sarojini Naidn has

heen appuinted Aecting President of the All-India
Congress in succession to Abduolkalamazad, who
was arrested on Saturday.—Reuter.

Another Scheme For Indian Federation

wﬁ'l‘he Caleutta corresponident of the Nalal Mercury
teg :—

Agtosment dmong the Indidn princes ot the
federation iseme Mas been brought nearer by yet
another scheme pnt forward to reconcile the fader-
ation and confederation schools of thought. .

This schume provides that the States degivous of
jolnii:g a federation can do so directly, while those
favouring thé alternative scheme can constitute a
confederacy, which will enter the federation as a
cotiplets unit, '

The princes, I gather, are agreed on vital safe-
giards and recognise the need for unity, bat it has
yeot to be see whether the great States will con-
template with eqnanimity & scheme which perhaps
postnlates considerably enhanced powers for the
lesser States,

Declaration Of Holy War

Peshawar, Sunday —Bomb-dropping by the Royal
Afr Force planes on the North-West Territory
frontier villages bas not yet sufficed to stop the
acliviiies of the Haji of Turangzai, who is preaching

Jebhad ” (Holy War) against the British.

Torrential rainetorms blotting out the hilla have
bindered the airmen’s activities.

The Haji i{s threatening to march to Lashkar
acroes the Indian border.

A plane flying low was sniped by a tribesman at

dali and the airmnan in defence were forced to
reply with machine-gun firey, killing nine. The
lit{l{ation is easing as the result of the R.A.F, action.
“—Reuter,

North-West Frontler Operations
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provement in the sitmation on the North-Wost
Frontier. The Haji has fied to a biding place in
Bome caves and his supporters have been dispersed.
Bombing has cessed except over the villige of
Yakhdand, in the Mohmand conntry.— Reater.

Police Charge Delhi Mob

. New Delhi, March 13 —Twenty-four peopls were
injared ih & serles of police baton charged on
20,000 Hindu aud Moslem demonstrators yesterday
in front of the municipai. baildings here, The
Hindus barl assembled to celebrale Gandbi’s famons
march two yeara ago at Dandi to gather salt, and the
Moslems wished to protest against the arrest of ome
of their leaders.

Tramcar Attacked

A bartal was observed all day. One policeman
was knifed by o Mo#lem and another, ridihg in a
tramecar, was attacked by Moelems bat was rescned.
Other policemen were pelted with atones from a
mosque.—Reuter,

N.W.F. Made Inte Governor's Provinpe

Simultaneonsly with the Viceroy's announcement
about the Frontier Reforms, a Gazette Extraordinayy
notifies the constitation of the N. W. F. Provines as
a4 Governor’s Province and the application to the
Provinee of the provislons of the Government of
India Act, subject to the following modifieations :—

(a) That the number of members of the Legis-
lative Conneil shall be forty;

(b) that the maximum annuval salary of the
Governor shall be Rs. 66,000 and of a member of the
Executive Council Rs. 12,000; and .

(¢) that Section 58 of the said Act shall ceass to
have effect in its application to the Pravince, Thig
notification shall have effect from snch date or dateg
in respect of any or all provisions, as8 may be
notified.

Mrs. Gandbi Again Sentenced

Reuter from Bombay informs oh the 17th Mareh
that Mrs. Gandhi who was released from prison on
Febrvary 29 has been #gain arrested and sentenced

to six months rigorons imprisonment. . '

Isipingo Indian Society
Annual Report

Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen, we bave the greatest
pleasars in eubmiiting to you onr Annual Report
for the year ended December 1931, which ia a
brief one. Althoagh oor income lately has not been
very much, but our financial position is satisfactory
through the accumulated funds we have had on
hand from the previous yeara. :

10 members enrolled lsst year, and wa hope
others will follow them, as there are many in the
dietriot, who have not yet become members, our
appesal to them is to join wvs In the good work, =8
our gnccess depends solely on the support we geb
from the public.

Mr, Dawood Cassim became 4 life member during
the year hy paying one gninea in terms of oar:
bye law No. 4 as his late father was a8 life member.

The ecollection of subscription was better than:
the previous, £11-11-0 was paid in by members, - '

As ugual we extended hielp to panpers in sending
them to hospital, provided school books to poor
children, supplled medical attentlon to distressed
cases, and made seversl donations 0 widows;
school, and Hospital
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During the year 32 funerals were attended by us
representing the Society. Our Cemetery is getting
fitled up every yezr, the tolal has now reached to 151.

The following Office Bearera were elected for the
year ending 1932, at the 14th. Aonmal General
Meeting.

Patrons Messrs. M. A. Jadwat, R. D. Chowthee,
and G. R. Gboorohoo. President Mr, Seeboo Rem.
Vice Presidenta Messrs. K. Nowbutb, K. Aramugam
and M. K. Peter. Hovn. Secretary and Treasurer
Mr. R. Gopavleingh. Aesist. Sceretary Mr. T. Sub-
bramony. Committee Mesars, L. Beasion, J. Varden,
B. Mahabeer, Dawood Cassim, M. George, Natalie,
T. Ramsingh, Abdool Raiman and A. Mathura. Hon.
Auditor Mr, N. Ganga.

Arya Prathinidhi Sabha

Shiva Rathree Celebrations

The Shiva Rathree celebrations ended on Satnrday
last immediately the Aryan Conference commenced.

The Sbiva Ratbree Celebrations was celedrated
for the whole week, and many Jlecturea were
delivered by various speakers.

Aryan Conference

The Aryan Conference was held on Saturday at
* 2 pm. There wers many representatives from
Samajs thronghout Natal present.

The Chairman Mr. B. A. Maghrajh carried out
the proceedings and was thanked.

The sccese of the Conference was all through the
antiring work of the Secretaries Messra. Satya Dev
snd H. Maghragh. : .

The Conference passed resolutions requesting the
people to join the Samaj and become members and
to establish Samsajs where they do not exist, The
members were also asked to follow the ten
principles of Arya Sawaj and propagate amongst
. membera the daily performance of Sandhya ard

Havan.
Annual General Meeting

The Annunal General Meeting of the Arya Pra-
thinidhi Ssbha (Natal) was held the next day
Sunday, at 10 a.m, At this meeting representatives
were fully represented,

After Minutes, Correspondence, Roll call, and
Chsirman’s welecome to the Delegates, the Secretary
Mr. S8atya Dev read his report for the year.

The work of the Sabha was fully given in detail.
Amongst the impurtant items were :—

Jubilee Celebrations

The Rajat Jayanti which was to be celebrated
during the year had been put off. The delay being
by the reason of the delay on receiving the books
which were to be published by the Arya Prathinidhi
Sabha ealled the * History of the Arya S8amajin
Bonth Africa” sinee 25 years,

Preachers In Jail

The report also gave the names of the varlous
prmlgars from the Sabha that had done splendid
work in the jails of Natal. The Sabha has preachers
for the following Jafls : P. M. Barg, Duran, Lady-

#mith, and Stanger.
Arya Samajs

The 8abha being the parent body are prepared to

give any asgistance to any Arya Samaj in Natal that
requires any asuistance,

There were memy more important matters,
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Financial Statement

The Financial Statement was read. The acconaty
reflected a double figure in asseta than the lagt
aceonnts.

Election Of Officials 1932

The following were elected for the year 1932 .

Patron Swami Naraip, President B. A. Maghrajh
Esqr., Hon. Secrettary Mr., SBatya Dev, Hon, Asst
Secretary Mr. H., Maghrajb, Hon. Treasurer Mr, M,
Moceonoo, Hon. Auditor Mr. 8. L. Singh.

News In Brief

Bomwbay, Monday.—The Rev. C. F. Andrews
arrived from South Afriea to-day. Interviewed by
Reuter, ho said he expected the terms of the new
Capelown agreement likely to be pnblished befors
the Easter recess. Mr. Andrews is immediatly
proceading to Shantiniketan to meet 1he poet Tagore,
after which he will go to Delhi. His projected
visit to China in connection with flond relief is atill
under congideration, in view of the conditions in
India,—-R:uter,

) —o—

The Natal Indian Farmers Associalion, the Natal
Indian Congress and the Durban Indian Squatters
Astociantion are to be interviewed by the Municipal
Marketa Committes shortly to ascertain their views
regarding accomodation, charges and draft by-laws
in copnection with the new Indian squatters
market off Lancers Road. This decision was arrived
at by the Markets Committee,

. ——g— -

Calcutta, Tuesday.—Sir Kurma Reddi declared in
an interview that though the Transvaal Land Tennre
Bili woutd be procesded with it would not be in its

present form, Far-reaching chauges would be made
with gdvantage to Transvaal Indians,

O

London, Friday.—Mr. Baldwin is likely to head
the British delegation to the Ottawa Conference,
which will also include Mr. Thomsas, Mr. Ranciman
and 8ir Philip Canliffe-Lister, according to ingaires
in well-informed circles, though no decigion has
yet been made, The Prime Minister will be asked
in the Hoose of Commons next Taesday whether
he proposes to head the delegation.—Reuter.

Indian Child Welfare Society Centre

150, BROOK STREET, DURBAN
Open daily, Monday to Saturday, 8-30
a.m. to 1t am. Infants, young children,
nursing and expectant mothers. -
Lady doctors give free attendance.
Tuesday morning 8-30 o’clock. Friday
afternoon 3 o’clock. -

SNOEK

Prime Red Oily Snoek at lowest market
prices. Quotation on request. Coast Trading
93., 917 Kershaw Street, Capetown.
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