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THE ADYANTAGES OF AN AGENCY AND AN AGREEMENTﬁ'

(BY C. F. ANDREWS)
[PART 1]

AM one who wishes the Indian commaunity in

Sounth Africa to be gelf-dependent and self-

resoarcefnl at the earliest possible moment,
Therefore, I have no wish whatever tbat the Agency

from India should continue a moment longer than -

is absolutely necessary. With the Agency, of course,
is bound up the Agreement. The two things go
together. I can eee the disadvantage to the Indian

community if both these aids continue too long.

Bat what are the advantages 7 Let us ' consider

these; because sometimes we are tempted to think

that the time has come to abandon both the Agency
and the Agreement. I am writing this, for instance,
at Kimberley where a number of Indians very
seriously regard the Agency as having dome harm
owing to the acceptance of ‘condonation’ which
has not led to the results they had anticipated. I
want to show in this article that though there may

e wide differences of opinion on' certain points,
there ought to be no real difference of opinion as
to the advantages of having an Agreement with the
Union Government and an Agent both to carry it
out himself and to see that it is carried ont by the
Union Administration.

Let me take the last five years and consider some
of onr gains. First of all, there were nearly five
thousand. Indian waiters in the Unfon serving in
Hotels and Clabs, some of the most hard-working
men among us who bore a very high character and
reputation both for sobriety and honesty, while
gerving in a very difficult profession. I have spoken

to managers of hotels and clubs, and they have told -
e, without exception, that the Indian waiters gave -

overy satisfaction.

Yet it is absolutely certain, that under the * White
Labour Policy’ every one of these 5,000 waiters
would have been turned out of their ocerpation and

rendered unemployed by an Act of Parliament, if -

it had not been for the Agent and the Agreement,
Even now, their right to remain is setill slightly
precarious. They are under permit. If the Agency
were to be closed down, I am afraid very soon colour
projudico would come back with re-doubled power,
and ‘ white- labour’ would be insisted on in this
profession, regardless of the wrong done to those

who are working so well and living so soberly and .

honestly and doing sach a real service to the
commmunity. o -

Let me take another instance, which is still more
convincing and important. Only last year the
Indian community in the Transvaal was, on two
ocoasions, on the very verge of disaster, The Land

Tenare Bill, which, in its present form, undoubtedly
implies segregation and has clauses copied word for
word from the Class Areas Bill, was nn the point of
being made law, It was only stopped by one thing,
namely, an appeal to the Agreement. The plea
was made that it should be held over ‘pending the
renewal of the Agreement.’ If it had not been for
the Agent and the Agreement, the Land Tenure Bill,
in its most harmful form, wonld have heen the law
of the Transvaal to-day. It may be said again here,
that the position is still precarious. That is trme;

‘bat without the Agent and the Agreement, the

position would not only have been precarious, but
impossible. . _
Thus one disaster was staved off. Immediately
another disaster threatened. A new licensing ordi-
nance was brought forward in the Transvaal, which
would have given municipalities the final voice in
giving licences; the appeal to the Supreme Court
wonld have been taken away. Every Indian knows
that such an Ordinance, in the Tranevaal, wounld
have meant death to Indian trade. For the munici-
palities wounld have at once begun refusing licences
one after the other, and there would have been po -
appeal agaipst them. When the Ordinance was
brought forward, Sir Kurma Reddi went at onca to
the Minister, and the Ordinance was not sanctioned.
It is just because the Agent acted in 'this manner
that the Anti-Asiatic party in the Transvaal has -
been issuing its own propaganda that the - Agency
and the Agreement should be discontinued. When
thoae wko are g0 bitterly opposed to us take -up this
position, then the last thing we should do is to play
into their hande., It should be obvions to us, that if
they want the Agency abolished, then we ounght to
hold on to it for our own 'protection, I believe
if a census were taken of the Indian community
generally in South Africa, it would be found over-
whelmingly to be in favour of retaining the Agency.

(PArT II)

There are other more general considerations which -
point in the same direction ‘as my last article and
show the necessity of still retaining the Agency if
the Indian community wishes still to be protected
and to make progress. Thongh these are more
general in character, they are none the less of very
great importance.

First of all, the vital and fundamental need of
South African Indiane is to get their whole °status’
changed. As long as the hateful word °coolie’
continues to be used in Afriksans and in English,
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there is no hope whatever, Ve may get pn adyen:
tage ong mipute snd lose it the pext. There has
been ope great personality in thiy respect who hag
accomplished nothing Jess than a mfracle. Thai s
the Rt. Hon. V. 8. 8, Sastri. His comjng has made
such a chango of thought, that it has revolutionised
the fundamental {deas not merely of the English jn
Natal, but also of the Dutch in the Transvaal and at
the Cape. ILet me show this by a very striking
examplp. When ¥r, Bejpaj apd other Indisn dele-
gates oame o Capetown in the year 19335, thoy were
treated so badly and rudely, as belonging to the
despised Indian community, that no hotel was onen
to them. Only with the greatest difficulty at last
Syed Raza Ali was allowed to stay at Hotel Edward,
where he was called ‘The Rejah,’ Mrp. Bajpai was
treated worst of all and he has never forgotten it,

Now consider the positjon to-day. The very best
hotels are open, not only to Indlans bqlopging to
the Delegation but to other Indians also. Though
the Colour Bar has not actually broken down as far
aa Indiansare concerned, nevertheless it has received
the most amashing blow that has been given to it
in the last fifty years.

Cabinet Ministers acoepted the invilation of Mr.

_ Sorabjee Rustomjee to a garden party. Other very

prominent Eurcpeans alsc were present. He ‘wans
also invited to a Banquet at Mount Nelson Hotel to
meet the Prime Minister, and Dr. Malan, and the
Lord Chief Justice along with others,
ways, not merely the Indian Delegation, but also the
flonth African Indian Congress and the whole Indian
community in floath Afriea were honoured. The
‘statug! and position thus represented differ so
profonndly from what I found in South Africa in
1913,—and even aleo #0 late as in 1925,~~that ¥ can
hardly belisve my eyes that such things shoujd
come to pass in thia colour-prejudiced conntry,

It may be said in answer to this, that this new
* status’ only reaches a8 far as the Agent and the
Indisn Delegation. At one time, I thought that this
was really the ease and I used to nse that very
argument, Bnt what I bave seen, dnring these
lagt Ewo visits, convinces me that things have already
gone much further gnd that the recognition of the
onos leadn on to the recognition of the other,

Lat me tell 3 story, When J wes alone, in 1927,

aftér the Delegation had departed, I wentto My. Q.
Malan, the Head of the Railway Department fo nek
that Indian wholessle merchants, who came over
trom India in order to do business in South Africa,
shonld be treatad with coxamon courtesy on the
railways and not be segregated. They should he
allowed to travel in the same way 88 {he Japanese
and to use the restanrant car freely. Mr, G, Malan
asked at once the pointed question, “If we allow
Indians from Indis to travel in this manner, what
can prevent South African Indians, who can afford
it, claiming the same privilege of being treatad aas
Eurcpeant. ' I answered quite frankly that it was
my mwain objeot to obiwin that status for Sonth
Afviean Indians,

Mr, C. Malan put this to his Ratlway Board and
my request was refused. But sgain, during this
prasent Conference, the same proposal has besn put
forward in dealing with trade relations, Iy the long
ran ] am quite certain that a refusal will not be
givea {o mch a reasonable reguest.

In theses *

If if ig apid, thet this raising of the whol? -'Etatns ’
pf thg Ipdisy epmmunity {n Sputh Afriea is teo
tediong a pratter tp wait for during ajl thesa yeprs of
humiliation, T can sympathise fully with the feeling,
but at the same time I know for certain that such
a slow and steady method is infinitely more effective
than the method of increasing hitterneeg and hatrpd
by methods of s more forcefal character.

THE BASTWARD TREND DF
SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE

I1s MEANING FOR THE AGREEMENT

(B C. F. ANDREWS)

D]]QQ anyone who stndies the map of

Africa, it must be self-gvident that

the future of the development of
trade and commerce in the Union lies -
eastward in the future rather than westward.
Everyphing points clearly to the fact that
the opening of new western ports, such as
Lobito Bay, built by British capital and
having its railway connection with the
interior, makes a vital difference to the trade
of the different ports of South Africa. They
are sure tg suffer. The railways of South
Africa, which are Stae-owned, will also he
badly hit,

Even if, in the course of a few years;—
new railway is constructed to Walvis Bay, -
in Seuth West Africa, this will not in
any way diminish that serious drain of
traffic fowards Europe and North Ameriga,
which is now beginning to take place 3l
along the western coast of Africa, thus
cutting into the trade of Capetown and
Port Elizabeth, East London and Durban.

Another factor is rapidly becoming of
primary importance for the trade of Soquth
Africa, namely, the rise into world promi-
nence of South American trade. 1 have
recently lived in South America and have
learnt to understand jts significance both -
for Europe and for North America.

Some of the fastest carge steamers in the
world go backwands and forwards carrying
fruit, corp, wool, and all the raw produects
of the Southern Hemisphere, Buenos Aires
is a city with oyer 2,000,000 pébple, Rio
Janeirq is almost as great in size, San Paclo
is acarly one million in population. South
Africa’s cities are small compared with these
figures. Again; the rainfall in South America
far exceeds that of South Africa, making
South America more fertile agriculturally,

All these facts are rapidly clc'm'lpell'in(g
South Africa to look eastward for jts own |
future development. o This means Ingiz,
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Durban looks across the Indian Ocean
towards India, and the great majority of
Indians in the Union live in Natal, with
Durban as its centre. These simple facts
of geography, trade and population have to
be related together.

Very soon, it will become as clear as
possible that India, on the Eastern side of
South Africa, will be the most important
commercial area on this side for South
African trade. This commercial connection
will bring the two countries closer together,
Then the vital necessity of India to South
Africa will become more and more self-
evident. All this was behind General
Hertzog’s determination not to break off
the .Indo-Union Agreement. _

It may be said, that this trade basis is a
precarious one and that it also implies an
appeal to the lower side of human’ nature
rather than the higher side. Personally, |
have felt more and more, that these facts of
geography and commerce are a primary
necessity ' of human life, just like human
birth and sustenance. They form 3 necessary
foundation of all other human relations. 1t
is true that they do not represent the end
of buman life, but they do represent the
beginning.
nised on both sides, other elements of
friendship and .goodwill will follow.

The Capstown Conference

(Bx O, F. ANDREVS),

1t is wery diffionlt to write about the Round Table
Conference in Capetown at the present moment
becanse when the Conference ended it was agreed
on both gjdea that nothing should be published ahout
it until the Indian delogates had returned to Indis
and had }aid the resrlts of the Conference before
the Vieeroy for his spproval. The members of the
Press in Capetown were invited by Dr. Malan to
ecme to see him and he put them under the obliga-
tion of silence until the two Governmenmts shonld
make their simultanecus announcement. This is
lizely to appear sometime early in March; for the
Delegation only reaches Bombay on February 27th
and Delhi shout March lst, .

At the game time, jt is generally known and has
bagn already aireulated in the Press that the Indian
Delegation itself was happy ai the resylf which had
been achieved and that they went back to India
satisfied with the reward of their labour,
ghould make it possible for us.to wait with patience
for the results to be finally published. With sach
undoubted champions, as Mrs, Sarojini Naidu, Mz,
Sastrl and Sir Kurma Reddi--to mention only three
names that have become household words in South
Africa amo
possibly be doubted that what they have agreed
©pon, and look forward to with satiefaction, will also
be satiafaatory to ye. A further point needs to be
mentioned, namely, that the South African Indian

This.

Congreas reserved the right of taking its awm conrsq,
if in the end the Agreement, when publighed, proved
to be unaatisfactory after all. oo T

We know for certain that the Oonference dealt at -
length with the two most oritical subjects (i) of
Repatriation and (ii) the Transvaal Land Tenure
Bill. We know that, with regard to Repatristion,
the Congresa refused to have anything more to do
with it. We know also that the strongesy represents- -
ation was madg eoncerning the Land Tenure Rill in .
the Transvasl. Furthermore, with regard to the
admission of the wives and minor ohildren of con-
donees o effory that conld he made was omitted.
Much else was done besides that was of great valug,

Now, therefore, we must 4 our souls in
patience and hope for the best. Personally, T do .
not think we ghall be disappointed, :

The Indian Delegates

The Siar ( Johannesburg) writes e :

The Indian delogates to the Round Table Cone
ference passed through Johannesburg on their way.
to their homeland, and the reception accorded them
at Park station indicated the esteem in which they
are held, Thope interested in theip missiop ware as
glad to welcome them as they were sorry to say
good-bye, It would be difficult for any country to
have sent 3 more distinguished delegation, and the
strength of the delegation is perhaps the best proof
of the serious view taken by the Indian Government
of the condition of their. fellow-men in the Unign,
It seems hardly possible that a delegation composed
of snch men 8s Sir Fazl-i-Huossin, Sir D'Arcy
Lindsay, the Rt. Hon. V. 8, Srinivass Sastri, Sip
Geoffrey Corbett, Mr. Bajpai, and, including go re-

Whel.l these fundamental facts are I!'ecog- " markable a ‘woman as Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, could

possjbly fail in any undertaking.

Althongh no definite nows is available goncerning
the terms of the agreement arrived, at by the Indo-.
Union Gonference, it is to be hoped that an arrange-
ment satisfackory to both the Union and the Tndian
delegates was gome to. At one stage of the pres
ceedings it did seem as thomgh a deadlock had
oceurred, due probably to the faet that the Upion

- delegates insisted npon translating the Asiatic Land

the Indian community—it cannqt

Tenure Bjll into law. ‘This Bill was, of coarse, ths
main isgue of the conferenco because, a8 we. havg
pointed out before, il the other issnes were not of
a very contentions nature and the delegates should
have found little or no difficulty in arviving at a
unanimoys conclusion on all other points, It has .
been stated that the conference congluded ap, agree-
ment which met with the approval of all the dele-
gates goncerned and that the details would be -
published ghortly after the arrival of the Indian
delegates in their native conntry, and after they have
had an opportunity of obtaining the sanction of the
Indian Government. This does not appear to have
received official confirmation in 80 far ag it relntes
to the unanimity of the dolegation, but one thing is
clear, and that is that some agreement hag heen,
arrived at, and this in itself is proof that the con-
ference was not held in yain. We unnderstand that
Indian opinion in Sputh Africs i jnclined to be .
somewhat aceptical of the regult of the conference.
on the grounds that, whatever views the delegates
themselves may hold of the friendly epirit that is
said to have permeated the dplibergtions, there can
be no lasting settlement unless the Asiatio Land
Tenure Bill is completely withdrawn. With regard
to any suggestion not to appoint an Agent-General
for India in South Africs, many Indians in Booth

" Africa share, with wany Europeang, the opinion .

that a step of this nature would be a grave mistake
not oply because the Indian community would
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guffer through being deprived of a form of repre-
sentation that has proved most beneficial to it, bat
also becanss the establishment of the Indian Agency-
General here has become an institution which has
gained the reepect and admiration of all those who
have come into contact with it,

. The Agents-General thomselves have been Indian
gentlemen of the highest distinction. I[n Sir Kurma
Reddi we have a cultared diplomat and a charming
gnest, whose departure from South Africa is re-
grotted by & hoat of friends both Indian and Euro-
pean. In hip predecessor, Mr. Sastri, we had not
only an ontstanding scholar and orator, but a states-
" man of world-wide fame. Personal Earopesn con-
taot with men of this type does much to modify the
prejudiced attitude all too prevalent in this country.
Woe sincerely trust that the final agreement will be
accepiable to all pariies concerned. If this is so,
one may look forward to a period of pesace and
mutnal understanding between TFaropeans and
Indisns in this country which will not only be a
blessing in iteelf, but which unquestionably con-
stitutea the corner stone upon which the future trade
relationship between the two countries will be built,

“He Served His People Well”

Writing under the above heading, the Rand Daily
" Mail pays ;— ’

By the departure of Sir Kurmsa Reddi, upon the
vonclasion of his term of office a8 Agent-General for
the Government of India, the Indian community of
South Africa has lost a sincere friend who has
always etrennonely aupheld their canse, _ Sir Kurma
alao won the cordial esteem: of the European section
of the population by his unfailing tact and modera.
tion, and his outatanding social qualities. *

The position of Agent-General in this country is
one of great importanco and delicacy. It ealle for
the exercise of the highest abilities. South Africa
has been fortunate in regard to the two Indian
gtatesmen who have already filled the post, Mr.
Sastri and Sir Rurma Reddi. Both have done ex-
cellent work, and, as a result, the relations between
Europeans and Indians have greatly improved,
making for sn smicable golution of the vexed
problems which have 50 long embarrassed the Union.

Sir Kurma Reddi was largely instrumental in
bringing about the Conference which has just con-
cluded at Capetown, and in thig respect he has paid
a generous tribute to Dr. Malan, Of the results of
the Conference, it is yot too early to epeak, but
apparently unanimons agreement was reached. Mra,
Naidu, indeed, has siated that in her opinion the
conclusions have established friendship between
South Africa and India. Thus the outlook would
seem to be extremely propitions, In due course,
the matter will come before Parliament, and if the
agreement is endorsed South Africa will o
ta the members of the Conference,
the Agent-General who hag now re

we a debt
and not least to
lingnished ¢ffice,

India On The March -

A Brief Summary Of The Situation

(Br C. F. ANDREWS )

(1) TBE POLITICAL SITUATION FROM THE INDIAN
NATIONAL STANDPOINT

Daring the past twelve.years, since the Great
Earopean War, the people of India have felt more
deeply than ever before the humiliation of remain-
ing a subject and dependent people. At a time
when &ll the countries round them in Asia, in one
form or other, have been achieving their national
independence, it haa become more and more humi-
liating for the one vast conntry of India—comprising
nearly one-fifth of the population of the whole
world—to remain any longer as a ‘dependency.’
Therefore, the national movement in India has
become by far the greatest event in modern Indian
history, and in Mahatma Gandhi a leader has been
found who is entirely free from self-seeking
ambition and wholly pledged to non-viclence in
achieving national aims,

On the side of the rulers, it may be eaid with
trath that Lord Irwin has stood out supremely as
a follower of Ohrist, winning the deep respect of
Mabatma Gandhi himself and of each representative
of New India, by his Christian forbearance and
patience, When, after a long passive resistance
struggle, taking the form of oivil disobedence, it
wag possible for Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin
to meet and to have heart-to-heart talks for long
houra together—often far into the night—politieal
complications became disentangled and an honourable
setilement wae reached. A new political era had
then dawned and brighter days were in ‘prospect
for a time. Butall this brightness has now, alag,
been eclipsed by Lord Willingdon’s declaration of
war againet the Congress. I do not propose to enter
into the right or wrong of this action which lies
beyond my present subjoct: butI cannot help

expreesing my deepest regrot that the Irwin-Gandhi
Pact has fallen through, " .

Perhaps the most serions ‘difficnlty that remains
from the national standpoint, according to Mahatma
gandhi’s ﬁ)wltxlad uttmnce, is the Hindu-Muoslim

neion. He stated in the daily Press again and
again thaf. unless this problem could be gettled on
fraly national lines, it could be almost without
hope that he would go to Eungland. While he was
in London he devoted hig remarkable moral energy
to the solution of this question and it came within
a very small margin of settlement, ‘ S

Other problems of great national importance have
beeg th'e following :—(a) the removal of *uyntouch-
ability * (b) the representation of sabjects as well as
tates in the ecoming Fed ration;
(¢) the control of Indian finance; (d)g the gefence'
of India from invasion; (o) the fatare relationship
between Federated India and Great Britain. All

these questions bave been considered at the Round
Table Conference in Lond ] Maha
Gandbi. mep e, 10 Lo on at which tma

a
Indian National Congress, Fepresentative of the
On the side of Great Brifain, by far the most

serlons difficnlty has been the i
againat .Lancashire. Lord WininecOHOmlc boyc_ott

of the boycott in an intenser form than before.

Thus far it has been possible to state, from th
* F L] e
Indian nationalist point of view, the .aitua?;on in
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Tndia. I would make clear that it is from the
Indian perspeotive of current events that I bave
been writing.

(2) INDIA FrOM THE CHRISTIAN STANDPOINT

For European readers of INDIAN QOPINION I would
add some paragraphs from the Christian standpoint.
While a considerable volame of criticism, which
canpnot be lighily rejected, has had its place in
educated Indian opinion concerning the failure of
Christianity to do away with race and colour
prejudice and to break loose from imperialist
sggression and economic domdnation of weaker
peoples, the character and personality of Christ as
the suffering Saviour of Mankind have probably
been appreciated in Indig by Hindus and Musalmans
alike more than ever before. In this respect the
last ten years have witnessed a profound change in
the omntlook of educated India. They bave been
able to separate clearly the spotless character of
Christ from the deeds of professing Christians which
bave often bronght dishonour to His Name. Never
in the history of man—both in the East and West—
has the character of Christ, in its moral supremacy,
-gtood ount so remarkably and aniversally in human
thought, There has been nothing lesa than a new
vision of Christ given to the whole world, and in a
great measure it has come from India and from the
witness borne to Christ’s greatness by Mahatma
Gandhbi.

At the same time, from the days of the earliest
missionaries in Sonth Tndia onwards, there bas been
shown in action the power of the Christian life to
trapsform and refashion the outeaste and despised
and downtrodden people, called untoachables,
and to raise them to a new moral dignity in Christ.
.Over very large aress of India to-day a new
- Christian village life is being beorn. It is already
showing bhealthy infant growth smong these de-
pressed classes, A devotion to Christ is being shown
by these peopls, ss individuals, which often puts us,
rwho are older in the Christian faith, to shame. It
is here, in India, that the greatest triumphs of the
Crose of Christ are being won and moral character
is being created from the very foundation of village
-life uwpwards. The movement, thus staried, bas
touched the hearts of those who are Hindu by
religion and a further and wider movement, bearing
- vast politieal significance, has already begun within
Hinduoism itself, which acknowledgea frankly the
wenkening fautls of the past and seek to remedy
-them in action.

One more movement in South India, very
striking in character and big with possibilities, needs
to be mentioned hefore closing this brief summary.
The Churches in Southern India have determined
to unite and worship together to the furthest limit
_poesible. The younger generation of Indian Christ-
 iaps in the South has taken up the cause of
Christisn unity in an organiec manner, The Lambeth
" Conference of Anglican Bishops last year at the
Decennial gathering from every part of the world,
while not itself endorsing every step that was being
-taken, gave the young united Obursh °‘god-speed.’
This is an event of the highest significance in the
history of Christendom itself. If Young India
gncceeds, it may point the way forward to the
awomphshment of the Lord's Prayer before He
saffered, ‘ That they all may be one.’

As we look at India to-day, with nearly gix
-million Christian eouls pressing forward into the
new life in Christ Jesus, we may pray omr daily
prayer with added meaning.—' Qar Father, who
.9rt in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom
come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.’

mih
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Bill To Amend Union
Insolveacy Laws

The Bill amending the Insolvency Law, introduced
by the Minister of Justice, has been withdrawn to

- permit redrafting in the light of the recommendations

in the report of the Judges' Conference.

The New Bill will probably contain most of the
provigions of the amending Bill introduced last year
by Mr. Ronx, the member for Ceres. It will further
provide for the examination of persong who have
assigned their estates as if their estates had been
gsequestrated, and for the election of an assignes
sabject to his fnrnishing security. .

Bookkeeping Requirements

An offer by an assignor to repurchase his asseta
from the assignee shall be subject to the assent of
three-fourths in number and value of all creditors who
have proved claims, Creditors signing a deed of
agsignment shall submit sworn detailed statements
of claims and be liable for a proportionate share of
asgignment costs in the event of a deficiency. The
liabilities of an assignor under the deed of assign-
ment shall continae for 12 months as from the date
of assignment, and in the meantime he will be
smbject to the eame disabilities as an jnsolvent in
regard to the acquisition of property.

Trading Licence Provisions

Traders applying for trading licences or renewal
shall disclose their true names and those of their
partners, if any, and state whether they bave traded
before in the Union, and, if &0, under what name
and where, and shall adhere thronghont the licence
period to the names under which they are licensed,
The information farnished shall be available to the
public at the office where the licence is issmed. A
balance pheet, certified under oath, showing the
business to be solvent, shall be subm:ttad

An insolvent or his bookkeeper shall, immediately
after service of a sequestration order, hand over all
the insolvent’s business records to the sheriff or
his deputy, or the provisional trnstes, who shall
frame an inventory of these records, issue & receipt
and keep them in custody. An insolvent’s schedules,
in addition to the requirementa of the existing lnw,
ghall furnish information on the following :—

Information To Trustee

(1) Whether his estate or that of a partnership in
which he was interested had been previously seques-
trated or assigned, and if so what was the date,
place and name under which sequestration or
assignment took place. (2) Whether the debtor is
or was married, giving full name or names of wife
or wives and stating whether marriage was in or
out of community of property. (3) Names of his
parents and whether they are deceased. (4) Nationality
and place of birth, (5) Cause of insolvency.

In regard to trustees, the Bill will provide that
a trustee shall ipso facly forfeit office if subsequent
to appointment he becomea ingolvent or assigna his
estate or is declared a mental patient or is placed
under curatorship, or within the preceding five
years has been convicted of any offence and
gentenced to imprisonment without the option
of a fine.

Appointment Of Trustee

The Master may refuse to appoint as a trusice a
person who has been a party to any agreement
or arrangement with a debtor or oreditor whereby
in the exercise or prospective exercise of the office

ssf:f_;_._._....__.,.rmﬂ- w Mw
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of trustee heo undertook to obtain for such debtor
or creditof a béneflt not provided ih 1aW. .

The Master may also refuse to appolut a person
who has preseiited, whethet dlrestly or indirectly,
to any debtor or creditor a request to prefer him
as trustee. Shounld creditors elect as trustee a person
tho Master considers undesirable he may refer the
alection back to the creditors for further consideration.

Creditors who submit incorrect clsims may with
the consent of the Uourt, or the Masten amend
the claims. o

The period of six weeks now provided in which
& trustee may take over a security held by a ereditor
will be extended to three months.

F a loase stipulates that it will lapse or vary apon
the insolvency of either party to it, the stipulation

* ghall be null and void. : N

Partnetships shall not be sequestrated anless the
saparate eptates of all pariners are githuitanecusly
Bequestrated or assigned.

Offers of composition shall be made in writing to

who ehall at least 14 dayd before the
meeting called to oconsider the offer; notify all
erediters of its terms and shall Yeport whethér in
their epinion the seenrity offered is satisfactory.
, All traders shall be tompelled to publish it the
Covernment Gazette information of arrangements
with the general body of their creditors, such as
.compositions, deeds of fofbearance; . voluntary
assignments, ete. . :

Moftgage Priority

' . Trustees ehall, upon the Mastér's derhand in
writing, submit a lignidaiion or distribution dedéunt,
-or. both, whithin a shorter period thah that now

. Mortgage bonts passed to sectre bbligatiohs con-
_traoted more than one month prior to the bpassing
of sueh bonds confer no prefetence. .

_ The Master will be empowertd during the
llquidation or distribution of & sequestrited estate
to summon and interrogate dr cause to be interrogated
persons who i his opinion can provide infofmation’
rolating to the ineolvent’s affairs or thé adminis-
tration of the estate: .

. Creditors at a meéting may appoint ome or mére
éomunittees to talte part in the administration of
the estate.,, . ., . . ‘ .

., Sub-section 2 of Bection 19 of the Insolveéndy Adt
ghall not apply to any properity of thé insdlvent’s
sponse if registered in a deeds register prior to the
commencerhélit of the Act. 'Ihié word “spouse”
dsed in Seotion 19 shall invlndu cither party to
any marHapsd, even if hot regarded bea legal fnafriage
for the purposes of Romah-Dutch law.

TR - Rehbabilitations

R re%-:d to tehabilitations, the new Bill will
g!-bvi'd that before 48 insolvént may apply under

ab-sedtion 8 slange 108 he must have pald or given
Bacurity Bof the payment of 7s: 6d. in the £1 of the
vluiis proved of to be proved. No rehabllitation
shall bé granted within four years atter sequestra-
tioh tinlesd thrée-fotrths in number and value of
this ¢reditord who proved élaims assent in writing,
htid it 6 cade ghall rehabilitation be granted before
sifitnidtion of the first distribution acconnt. ,

Al insolveidt may be rehabilitated at any time

fiter donfirthation of a distribution account providing
for puynient {h £4ll of all claims proved against the
eatate with interest a8 provided in section 89 of the
Lngg‘vemy Adl, No parthership aliall be rehabili-
« To constitute & proper record df a trader's trans-
adtions his books muost disclose the tames and

adilresses uR eiols of his oteditorsl
AR S e i et oecrmcer y ety
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Insurance Provisions

. Thé onus of proving that 4 trader's turnover in
anyyearwasleasthanf.l,OOOahall rest upon such
trader. .. - e ! T LI IR ]

Tho new Hifl will contaln provisions similar to
those bf Seetions 35 hud 36 of the Workiten's Com.
pendation Act of 1914, applylng 1o &l dlaseed ot
dlaitma: covered by third paity insurddee, so that
whers a claith agiinst ati insolvent id covered by a
contyadh of ihdemnity bt compendation sntered into
Betieet the insolvent and dn insurer thei oh the
theured's inedlvency ot assignient the insutét shall
have the same Hghts and femedi¢s atid be biibjest to
the samb labilities to the pdythent a8 ff he weté the
ifisured, but the induret’s Nability to the claimant
ghall qot be gréatér than it Would Havd besn to the

-insdred.

A preferénds dlaim foF Wigés by a wéskly seriitis
of an ingolvent shall include hpliday puy dué, mot
exconditig ond esl® wages.—The Siar.

L

The Real Remedy

am = gy = s

The Leadsr ( Allahabad) writes :~=

Ry promulgating a shoalfal of drastic ordinances
to mobt the menace of the revival of oivil dis-
obedience by the Congress, and by rounding ip it
prominent leaders in varions parts of the ¢ountry,
the Governnient have uhwittingly testified to the
powér and influence of the Congrees.. They-have
declared that they would opposé ‘ with their fall
power’ and *fesist with all their .might’ didgruptive

- fdreds, 'This albo implies an admission of the

formidablé natutp of the ochallenge wihiich,. dn
Government's opinion; is involved in the programinie
and policy of the Qongrese. Conhgreddmeh wounld be
more than humsn if ench langnage did pot tickle
their vanity add ineresse their gelf-importance: :Gne
of the rtasons put forward .in the- Government
statement in jostifieation of etartibg the- heavy
gteam-voller . of repression against thd : Gongréads

moveniens ig that it is the duty of the .Governniert

o0 hand over to the new erder a ‘worlting admiife-
tfation &hd. ‘to this end to resist with dll their
might forces which wounld create a state . of -anarchy
and chaos’ It is stated that the peaceful progress-of
Thdia depends upoh the inaintenanca of the anthority
of Governmeént and of respeot for law, Whatbver that
Government may be, and that ‘the pregent Goverhi-
ment of India wounld fall lamentably in their obliga-
fions to their sucdessors, if during .a peridd..of
transition they allowed this fuhdamental prineiple
to go. by default; or were cortent to perthit the
ugurpation . of their fonctione by any political:
organisation.’ : . YR

We do not disputé this fuddamiental principle
but we wotlld ask the Government to donsider &s. io
why to-day there are 8o many distuptive fordes.in
the counptry trying to subvert the existing ordét.
Odn the phyeical sappression of. theth. curb.the
disease 7 Will it not drive the distemper nndet-
groud 2 They will have to admiit that maintenan€e
of atthority by ieans of a plethora bf ordinsnbés
cannot be a permanent feature of the administration,
that it is merely 8 temporary device to Held under
control and in duress those dynamic forces which
Yepresent-thd ‘ new order’, that & coerdive policy of
3 sweeping nature often defeats its ownt ptirpose and:
had a very distarbing effect and that B peimanent
réemedy hip to be found by removing the eauses
which tndermind respect for law and edthdrity.
iPhe argument that the messures of extravrdinary’

p=i

h
(178

iy

P |

™

T e T T
N in- (]

1



‘February 16th, 1432

INDIAN OPINION 51

givetity which the Government have adopted dte
y actuated by thelr anxiety to hatid Ovef an
ovderly aduijituteation to 4 hew order can only
Soviation if the dondtrdetive slde of tha polley
pushed ot with %-éhtéi‘ Yigodr and—=we mtat fidt
gruit t6 add==wlth grealef liborullty. Thy satlafac-
tlon of the ressonable and lepitimhate pdlitical
aupitations of the geu 6 will havd 4 nidch Mofe
dtabilibing effoct and will be tioreé potent in tebtoritiy
respect for authority than all the orditiarides Put
togeétlier oah evet hope to behisve, The 6pen
fufictionihg OF the Congress ofganisitions datt be
siopped and their snbverdive propagatida bé msde
gsre difonlt by beélbg pendlised; but 18 it Poskible
t6 ddppress feslibgs #nd thoughts which tegflate
Bintan detion ? There {8 no way out éxcept the
@adste? of fespotisibility to Indisn huAdd, and tHe
wiofér this id dohd the Bettér fof all Goretyned.
There dah b #o pekas, in the ¥eal sense Of tHé terls,
nép progreis Mo 10fig ay this ebrstiramition Ie
obitrtctad o¢ delayed: AN it mannot b put off
indefnitely, wisdom Hes not a futlle hdedvoars fo
oridh the Forces of nbtiondlidm but 18 géiag forward
With cod#ue and sonvineing dinesrily t catlsfy all
reasonable national demands.

Disitegration Of Empire

Msahatma Gandhi’s Impressions

Just before he reimrned to Bombay, after four
fnonthe’ absence in Europe, Mahatma Gandhi gave
& representative of the Assoeiated Press of India
Bn ioteresting interview regarding world disarma-
mnent, the present international economio crisis; the
ubrest amopg the peoples of European countries; and
ether topics, . o T,

Bitting oross-legged in his loin-cloth Bt his
belgved oharks on the third class deck of the Pilsna,
ihé exponent of non-violemce predicted that the
approaching World Disasrmament OConferende at

ova would fail, i . . et
. Real disarmament cannot come,’ enid Mr. Gandhi,
anless the nations of the world ueage to exploit une
@nother, .= -~ _ o :
_He added that without sanctions the Leaguie of
Nations could not keep peace among the nations,
il wap gvident in the present Sino-Jupanese confliot
{it Manohuria. _ i R

“Do you think that the application of Your
principle of non-.violence would bring permsfent
peace’? asked the correspondent.

‘ Non-violened would be futile, Mr. Gandhi replied,
‘unless the root cause is deslt with, and the root
cause in thie case is the greed of natiobs, If there
Wwere no greed, there would be no occasion for
srmaments, The principle of non-violence necessi-
tates completé nbstenbioh fromi exploltation in
any formi

Immédistely the epiriv of exploitatien is gone,
armamepta will be felt as a pbeitive Gobearable

burden. . N

Mr. Gandhi believed that Harope bud edvanced
materially sidés hik last visit fifteén yedrs ago, but
he doubte Whether it bad made Endch progress
spi.rituall-y. ‘

-*Y think, howe¥er, gald the apostle of jéace, ‘ that
there is it gfeater longifig f6r peate or tHe part of
the people, Dovp HoWH ¥stywhets I Boticed in-
tense diveatibfagtion and Rurest oh the Part of the
people with thingd ik they ates Thet; 6 ny ming,
is iot & dangerous but & healthy sign. Whether the

Governments bf Hurope will trunslate this unreat

into t6al action In the right directioh, remdins to
be seen,’

'Aqa result of that unrest,’ asked the correspond-
ent, do you visualise during the next score of
years a pradusl disappeutaries of monarchies for
more democratic forms of government, a8 evidenced
by the redent chitge ih Spain*? ‘ )

'Biftden shdiifes stich ad thoss it Spain offer b
tiaterial !d‘r B reamouable forecdst,’ ryeplied ths
Mahatit; ‘By habit, too, I ath hot giveh ®
péeping itito the future’ -

England’s Failure

The Indian nationalist leader said it was indis-
putable that England had failed as a first class
power; but -he bad faith enough in the English
people to feel that they wounld tnrn their present
économic distreds to good acconint and bedomé an
eximple 5 other hatioiis in sbiritual progress,

Yor Hngland’s eaké and for the sake of the
World,! Mr, Gandhi added, ‘I Hope Eungland will
iiot regain' the material duprémacy she enjoybd

before the WaF becaise that supremsoey miglit bo

.tised €o oppress other riations.’

Phe Mahatma séw thie Britishi Eimplrs disintegra-
ting and uliimately becoming a series of Bejjarats
Ifidepebdent units, like Canady, Australls, Sonth
Africd; Now Zdaland 2nd India, but be dlso hoped
that thesd bhitd would b finited voluntutily for
the godd of matkingd, ' S o

‘Bt this dpinion’ added the Mahalma, may
be due 16 the wish being fathér to the thoupht? ©
~ M#, Qandit eald that the uirongest lmypression
he cartied awily fromh Eurupe {8 that Europe tannot
f6¢ any length of time ptatain the arlificlal Hfe ite
paopled aréd lving toddy, bdoanks that 1ife, he
meﬂeﬂ; it 160 tHatarialistic and tdo tomplisuted,

‘Phitfe must bé & retarh to Mmplicity and proper
proportions; #ald the Mahdtmd, ‘The flesh hap
taken pressfence dver the apirit. The mavhing age
i -ronning wedtern civilisation, Over-production
#nd lack of miednd of proper distribution may finally
spell the ddom of capitalistio edviety, The only
poldtion I pee is o feturd to hand indudtry and the
emidndipation of the individual from fectory slaverys
+ *Would you fecomineRd great industrial countries
lilre England and the United States to ddopt the
ppinning whdel 7 asked the dorrespondefit.

+''1 think it wéuld be an eventtful day in the lifé
6f thode oofintries if théy adopted the spinnin
wheul,’ antweted the fde of machinery, :
~ *To the World growihg bettér or worse 7 querled
the intétviewer, - -~ - .
- *Bo long as I believe il a betievolent God,’ repliei
the Copgress dictator, ‘I must balievd that the
world is gotting better even though I seo evidence
to the vontrary’ —7he Leadsr. - . S

: ———————— )
Indian Techuical Education Committee -
EYEHING COMMERGIAL CLASSES AT SASTRI GOLLEGE

These Classes have now been re-opened
after the Suinnter vacation. Students in-
tending to take advantage of these Classes’
ate advised to enrol without delay.

. For further particulars apply to Mr. W.

M. Buss, Principal, Sastri College, Warwick

Avenue, Durban. L
- P. R. PATHER .
- & M. MOODLEY
doitit Hon: Bedrtthiebl
Litie Grey Bireet} Datham L
eI A e e amabtal
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The  Heritage Of The Eiast.-._;

{ From an article by Mr, T, i!aghavan) '

The heritage of the East is second to none. It has
been mid that civilisation i8 working on a see-Baw
arrangement. Asia was the seat of eulture and
oivilisation for ecenturies. The scene has sl!ifted to
Enrope for some centuries now and there is every
gign that the see-saw may again work. Every age
is a step forward. Europe has advanced and farther-
od the Asiatic heritage. ‘Now we in the East sball
make the most of an Asiaticand European heritage
harmoniously mixed for the betterment of maqkind.

The mistake in the past was our self-confidence
* and self-satisfaction. True, we achieved great things
but we refused to admit that others could equslly
achieve great things. But now with the awakening
of Asiz a new spirit is abroad—to imbibe as much
of Weatern culture as possible and readjust it in
consonance with our peculiar achievements in the
past. 1t is only by that means that we can march
onwarda. ‘ .
Those achisvements have been some of the greatest.

‘Look at onr ancient architecture and sculpture. It
is an acknowledged fact that despite all the advance

in engineering none kmows the secret of the Pyra-’

mids, The ancient structures, temples, mosques,
the accompliehed feats of the brosh and the ‘chigel
have stood centuries and defied the best brains
among modern architects and artista. Talk of a
Roman bath or well or the remsins of a -Roman
road or windmill. What are they when compared
to the ruins of Mohenjo-Daro in the Indus Valley
more than 5,000 years old, accordivg to Sir John
Marshall 7. .The mighty ruins of a many a forgotten
empire proclaim the beauty of our heritage,

Look again at Mathomatics or Astronomy. All of

-.-us know that thromghout the East the atudy of

- pumbers and of the stars had developed to soch an
extent that for centuriee the West knew nothing
more than what they learnt from the Arab .Uni-
varsities of Africa and BSpain. Centuries before

* Earope burnt her sybils, Indian women wrote
treatises on mathematics. The decimal systemn was
* exported” from India vis Arabia and Spain.
Geometry among the Hindus went back to 6,000
B.C. and finde elucidation in the Vedie hymns.
Algebra was developed centuries before the Ohristian
era to & higher degree than the level obtained by
Diophantus the Greek mathematician of Alexzandria
in 250 AD. Hereisa gample problem in domble
‘gquationsin one of the ancient mathematical treatises
of India. “Of a swarm of boees 1/5. settled on a
kadamba fower and 1/3 on a silindrz blosgom; one

. 'pee remained over, hovering in the. air attracted by
the charming perfame of a jasmine and of a panda-
nog. ’Toll me, charming one, the number of the
boes.”

. Ssuma.Oh’ien, the firat great historian of China
* ‘begine his' famous work with Huang Ti; the
great Emperor who reduced the Hun-Yu (the Huns)
and developed Astronomy for determining the
calender some four thousand years before Gregory.
. From that day, fixing the calender in China had re-
mained a royal prerogative. -
Writing, instrumental musie, painting, have all
had their slow beginnings in China in pre-historic
_and legendary times, and Huang Ti's wife “the
Lady of 8i-ling” is credited with being the firat
breeder of sllkworms and inventor of silkweaving.

.&:-:.::*-» D e oozt
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. Arabs.

It'ia well-known that civilisation knew of - paper
from Egypt and printing from China. o

In the realm of Theolozy and Philosophy let.me
say nothing. In both, the world knows little ‘or
nothing to-day that has not heen évolved already by
Esstern teachers and thiokers, In poetry and other
forms of belles lellres \he different countries and
literaturea of Asia bave admittedly produced the
high water mark of haman achievement. Culturally
Ania has been a beehive of activity, ‘

In medicine it is in the experience of many of ns
that for centuries the East has developed. its own
efficacious systems. Scott’s “Talisman” is not a
mere historical novel, but was the tribute of a great
western writer to the medical achievements of the
The first organised hospital known to the
world, it is said, was. the one built by Asoke the
Great, the Buddhist Emperor of India. Even to-day

.in different parts of Agia indigenons systems of

medicine flourish and hold their own against other
better organised and systematised forme of medical
treatment. In India the Government has established
colleges of Eastern medicine and even dispenesaries,

thereby recognising the wonderful heritage of cen-
turies, ‘ . .

So aleo in Law. The systems of Law propounded
by the Arab, Saracen, Hinde or Chinese lawgivers
bave stood the test of time—which after all, in the
best teat of all, and are to-day upheld and followed

with glight variations by the modern governments
of Asia.

Let me tell you that no conlinent has a-legacy
sach o8 Asia has. The toreh of civilisation has heen
banded down from generation to geperation for a
longer time than human memory can recollect. It
in to the credit of scholars and orientalists from the
‘West that they have not only recognised but dis-
covered and proclaimed the profound achisvements
of Asia in the past. Let it not be imegined that I
am trying to boast.- I am fully cognizant of the
other side of the ashield. 1 can well realise* that
whatever had been our achievements in the past the
old order has changed yielding place to new, and that
God is now fulfilling in other ways. We all have to
admit that our heritage conld not save ma from a
state of comparative lifelessness. But that shounld not
discouraze us as Earope to-day is assisting usin the
glorious Renaissance tbat is now taking place from
Tarkey in the West to Japan in the East. It is the
liberation of our spirit that we have to aspire’ for

and not a transformation of our heritage,—From The
Indian. ’

( 1o be Continued )
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