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"ARREST OF MRS.

SAROJINI NAIDU

ANOTHER MASS

MEETING

HE Naital Indian Congress loat no time in
recording the protest of the Indian com-
maunity againat the sentence inflicted upon

Mre. Sarojini Naidu, for, barely 35 hours had elapsed
before ita officials convened a mass meeting at the
Parsee Rustomjee Hall, Dorban., The Hall was
packed to its capacity. The chair was occopied by
Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee the President of the Con-
gress, who was supported on the platform by the
Joiot Hon. Secretary Mr. P. R, Pather, Mesars, M.
M. Lockbat, R, K. Kapitan, M. B, Naik, B. M. Patel
and Pundit Prabin Singh. '

Mr. Rustomjee in the conrse of his speech said ;—

“Not & week passes by withont the Imperial
Bareancracy shewing iis mailed fist to one or more
of our Nationalist leaders in India, When we met
last Monday evening we were happy to pass a reso-
Jution congratulating Mrs. Sarojini Naida on her
succession to the leadership of Mahatma Gandbi's
volanteers. Wo offered prayers for the success of
her mitsion. We then little thought, that, befors a
week passed by, the Indian Government wonld
arvest Mrs. Naidun and sentence her to a term of im-
prisonment. On Saturday news reached us that ghe
was sentenced to six months’ simple imprisonment.
Bimultanecusly with this came the news that a pro-
ceesion of over 200,000 was formed by twenty com-
mercial houses in Bombay.

To me this appeared to be a striking protest
against the aotion of the Indian Government in
sentencing Mrs, Sarojini Naidu, the Nightingale of
India. Mrs. Sarojini Naidn lo-day represents the
womanhood of a country whosge history s replete
with striking instances of the sacrifices that have
been the lot of many women of yore. In her fight
for the freedom of India, she is a8 fearless ag
Mahatma Gandhi himself. We, who have acknow-
ledged of her work for her peaple in this cowntry,
know how fearless she was during her tour in South
Africa. Her visit here was at s timo when the
feelings between the Evropean and the Indian were
not rosy. The Indian was looked upon 28 a Pariah
to whose extinction the Class Aress Bill hung as a
8word of Damocles. How Mrs, Naidu addressed the
European community and showed them how narrow
their visions were, how she addressed six or seven
meetingsa day, how she travelled to the fonr corners
of South Africa to gain first-hand information of
the conditiona in which onr countrymen lived, are
still fresh in our minds. Her virit to South Africa
proved to us, that, to her, work was a hobby.

The Indian Government is fully aware of her
capacity for work and the tremendous hold she has
-on the peoples of India. Perhaps it believed that,
if she were put in prison, the movement would lose
ground, Nothing is more mistaken than that belief.
Her imprifonment has, on the contrary, given a
tremendous impetus to the Swaraj movement, as
witness the big demonstration in Bombay, which I-
have already referred to. The Government may
imprison Mrs Naidu, but it will never imprison her
spirit, which now hovers throughout the length and
breadth of India. Her oxample is being followed
by thousaude of women in India, and althongh our
Motherland may not produee another Sarojini, India-
will produce many thousands of women who, no
less than the men of that country, will give their
lives for the freedom of India. The spirit of in-,
dependence is daily growing, and I must gay that no
Government will succeed in its attempt to deal a
death blow to that spirit. That is what is happening
in India, The Indian Government, in imprisoning
the Nationalist leaders, is labonring under mis-
apprehension, for, contrary to its expeoctations, the.
events during the last few weeks have clearly in-
dicated that immediately a leader is sentenced, the
spirit of independence grows handredfold.

1 have also to refer to the sentences inflicted upon
Mr. Manilal Gandhi, Editor of INDIAN OPINION,
Swami Bhawani Dayal and Imam Abdal Kadir
Bawazir. Theso three are South African Indians,
Although it grieves us to learn that they have heen

sentencod we are happy in the thonght that the
South African Indian community has also contri-
buted its share. These three have done well, and
we are pround of them. .

Let us pray that, in India’s fight for freedom,
Almighty will gnide the Indian peoplea.”

The following resolution was passed :—

* That this mass meeting of the Indian community,
beld under the auspices of the Natal Indian Congress,
heroby expresses its regret at the sentences inflicted
upon Mrs. Sarojini Naide, Mr. Manilal Gandhi,
Swami Bhawani Dayal and Imam Abdol Radir
Bawazir and prays that in her struggle for freedom,
India will be guided by Almighty.” ’

Mr. M. B. Naik moved and Messra, M. M, i.okhat
and E. A, Jeowa seconded and sq pported the resolu-
tion respectively.
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A RESPITH

BY postpotritig thé passage of the
Asiatic Trading Righ Bill to the
next session, the Minister of the
Interior has given the Transvaal Indian
community a few months respite. The
respite has -evidently been given to enable
the Transvdal Indians td potidef Over theif
fate. The Bill which has no parallel in any
Statute Book, and whicH we desctibed irf
our last issue as the most despicable piece
of legislation, can hardly be believed that it
is the handiwork of man. And yet it is.
And Dr. Malan is to find a place for it in
the Statuté Bool of 4 Domitilofi that is thost
dérhoctatic iti tharactet, . Eveér when slavery
was at its height a Bill of this description
would never have found favour with the
oppressors.

Thé Select Commmittee included iwo of
thé bitierdst enemies of Indians in the per-
‘sons of Messrs. Alex Eaton and F. H.

cutt. ‘The former will be remembered as
the Father of the Indian Village Scheme,
which he would have brought to fruition but
fot the detérmined dtand that the Indian com-
munity of Dutban took against it. Mr.

Acatt, until recently a pariner in the firm
of Messrs. R. Acuts Sons. of Durban,
which has done and is still doing a con-
siderable business with the Durban Indians,
lrag openly said that Ndtal should rid Itself
of the Indians. 1 is an irony that these
two men should have been included in the
Select Committee; For, there is no doubt
that titese twob, prefudiced aw they aré
dairist evefything that is Indidn, could nof
havé Served on the Committee with open
minds. Mr. Eaton, with his pet scheme of
segregation, and Mr, Acutt with his policy
of sending the Indians away ‘lock, stock
and barrel,” must have served on the Com-
mittee not $0 much with the object of
extricating the Indldds from the entangle-
ments in which they found themselves to be
as with that of bringing their particular
scheme forward. That they have succeeded
in their endedvours will at once be apparent
front the ptovisions of this drastic Bill. For,
M, Eatoh hid$ got his segregation policy
embodied in thé Bill whilst the clause
which provides fot thé disposal of all busi-
riésses with in fivé years is Acuttsonian in
character, The Indian community dreaded

theit inclusion in the Committee and their
tread has hot been unfounded.

Not content with the disgraceful condi-
tions that obtain in locations such as those
in Vrededorp 4nd Gerriiston, the Asiatic
f'rading Rights Bill provides for the creation
of Ghettos to which the Transvaal Indians
would be ielegated. Commissions after
Commissions have commented very strongly
upot the tonditions {i the locations and yet
the Select Commfittee has the affrontery to
suggest the creation of further locations.
Is that in consonance with the tetms of the
Capetown Agreement which requires the
Indians to conform to the Westetn stardard
of living, we ask? Or is it in keeplhg with
the spirit of goodwill that was the keynote
at the Round Table Conference.

We grant that the Transvaal Indians have
erred in eviding the Law, but have those
evasions in any way retarded the progress
of the country? On the contrary the Trans-
vadl ltidians have contributed much to the
prosperity of the country. The aggregate
capital of the Indian merchants affected is
the collosal figure of £3,320,000. Remem-
ber, these moneys were earned and are
being spent in South Aftica.

No laws thatatejustand equitable ate ever
evaded. Where the laws are repressive and
aim at one section of the community, one
would find the world over, that aftempts are
alwdys made to evade such liws. That is
exactly what has happened along the Trans-
vaal Reefi The Government “bottlenecked”
the Indians and restricted theit activities.
Thete must be an outlet for their expansion,
The evasion of the law would certainly exist
if the European community were in the
position of the Indians. That is but
natural. In our opinion the Transvaal
Indians have done nothing criminally as
warrant such a repressive measure,

We are afraid the Natal Indians have not
taken the Bill seriously, for, we would warn
them that it is the thifi end of the wedgé.
It would not be long before the provisions
of the Bill are extended to Natal. So long
as there are men such as Messts. Eaton and
Acutt to represent the Natal electorate, the
Natal Indian community would be well
advised to be on the alert,
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Transvail Indian Congress

Reception To Sir Kurma Reddi

A large gutheriog of Indiane in the Patidar Hall,
Johsnnesburg, held on the I3thinst., expreesed violent
views regarding the “repressive’” legislation affecting
Indians; forecast by the Political Correspondent of
the Rand Dasly Mail on Saturday. At the same time,
poveral speakers, includiog Sir Kurma Reddi, Agent-
Qeneral for India in the Union—in whose honour
the meeting was held—expressed the belief that the
Government would never father legislation so dras-
tic and so serions in its effecis npon lndian traders
in Sooth Africa.

Referring to conditions in India to-day, Sir Kurma
expressed the utmost hopefulness, in spite of the
stats of affaire as revealed in the lateat cables, Lord
Irwin, he said, waa a great statesman whom they
could troat. India néver bhad 8 grester and more
aympathetic Viceroy. He believed that Ihdians,
through ¢onstitutiopal means, wonld be able to se
juskice done to their great country. -

The chairman, Mr, M. D. Bharoochi, welcomed
Sir Kurma Reddi back to South Africa, and con-
gratulated him on his recovery from the illuess
which compelied his retarn to India some months
ago. His arrival was opporiune;, for the Indian
situation in the Transvaal was exiremely critical
He was sure that Sir Enrms would succeed in bring-
ing abont a happier state of affairs when he gol to
Capetown.

The Rev. B. L. E, Sigamoney assured Sir Kurms
Reddi that he would have a united people behind
him-—all Indians, Hindus, Mussalmans, Parsees and
Christians. They were now united and were ready,
if need be, to fill the gaols of this ocodttry should
the neocessity arise. .

Mr. T. Naidoo, referring to the réported intentivns
of the Jovernment, said this appedred to be an effort
to introduce, indirectly, the segregatiot whirh was
the principle of the Bill that the Government had
dropped as the resdlt of tha foand-fable conference
in Capetown. If Dr, Malan introdaced such a Bill
as they haid bedn told of; ke Wouald biing about a
struggle in the Transvaal worse than that in which
Mahatms Gandhi had participated daring his resi-
depce in this country.

Sir Kurma Reddi said that whiile in India recently,
he Kad been following with & Hedvy heart eventd in
tils land, and He vealised the gravity of the sitnation
in whieh tho Indians of the Trimsveal were placed.
They wére passing through a critleal period in their
history, but they had known stch periods and
fought such battles long befors. Thay had sacceed-
ed before, and he was saure that the generosity and
statesinanship of thé Union Government woald
endble them t6 sutvive this erisis. He complimented
My, Tyson and the Committee oii the admirable case
which they had preesnted to the Parlismentary
Select Committes,

“We have riot,” wetit on Sir Kurma, “reached the
steg® when we shonld thiok of gaols and such
matters. That stage of desperation i not yet. There
isatill hope- X cannot beliave that the forecast pub-
lished in Jobaunesburg is well-founded. I beliove
better counsels will obtain, and that Dr. Malan and
the Union Parlisment, who have sn international
repulation to maintain, will do nothing to endanger
the mfety of the Indian resident in Sonth Africa,
A previous speaker mentioned Sonth African-born
Indiane. He might well have omitted the word
lndian. Being born here thoy are Sonth Africaps,
#ous of the soil, and ! know nothing in any law that
degrivea sach a man of his common rights,

"I don’t believe the South African Government
will deprive its children of the liberty that is theirs.
The matter does not rest with the committas aloas,

The Parliament of Sonth Africz is s0o named afteF
the Mother of Parliaments, that of Great Britain;
which has always stood for liberty, which abolishad
the institation of slavery. Snurely the Parliament of
the Union will he worthy of the name, worthy of
the greai institation from whiech it sprang.”

Sir Kurma requested them o exerciss rostraint
unlil they saw the tefmas of the Bill iigelf, and then
leave it to bim and to their leaders to get the bewi
terms possible,

Speakiog next on the present position in India
he said he could not but admit that affairs were by
po meand pleasant. “Bat I can assure yotr of ome
thing—hat you can alwaye trust the gemiad and
statesmanehip of Lord Irwin. Indiz nhever had z
greater slatesman. A more sympathetic Viceroy
never ruled over that land sincs Viceroyalty was
established in India.” K :

He was gertain that a settloment could be artived
at by constitational means and had grest faith in the
round-table conference that was to bs held in
Eogland soon. Bir Kurma wad confident that the
British Parliament would see that justicé was done
to their country, .

“Do not think that I am lesa patriotic than any of
you here—than any of those who proclaim their
patriotism from the hbusetops,” he added. “I be-
lieve in my heart of hedrls that India deserves
Dominion status, but I believe that that can be
obtained by copstitutional methods. An opportanity
is coming {0 ua in the roond-table conferemee of
placing our case before the British paople and the
British Parliament and demanding the right to be
ralers in our own land, The British nation, always

famnous for ita love of liberty, will not let us down.”

Mr. Venu Gopaul Karma, B.A., Cambridgs, a son
of Sir Kurma Reddi, who is acting as his private
secretary. dlso addressed the mesting, and was
followed by the Bonoursble Evelyn Baring, secre-
tary to the Agent-General. The latter warned them
not to malke up their minds until they saw the re-
port of the Patliamentary Seleot Committee and had
raad the Bill. ‘ ,

At the begianing of the meeting, Sir Karma aud
his son were garlanded, and addrassas of wolcome
were presented by numerons Indian organisations
in the Transvaal,—Rand Daily Mail.

A — S ———

Transvaal Asiatics

In aleading article dated May 17, 7% Slar writes ¢

The Seleci Committee on Asiatics in the Trans-
vadl have now pablished their report, and with it is
published a Bill to give effect to its recommenda-
tions, The Cominittee have made the sabject more
controversial than ever., They seem to have learped
nothing since 1883, and indeed they invoke the in-
tontions of an Act of that year to be the guiding
light of their delibsrations. Tho new measare
whose second reading is to be taken on Wednesday,
is somewhat complicated, and it inserts itself into
somewhat complicated sitmation. Bat its central
feature is the proposil to segregate Transvaal Asia-
tica, within five years, both for trading and resi-
dential purposes. It is thus a virtnal revival of the
Class Areas Bill, which Soath Africa is pledged not
to procsed with while the Capetown Agreement re-
mains in force. It ia certainly a farther evasion of
the apirit of that agreement, if not a formal repudia-
tion of ite letter. It will go far to confirm the grow-
ing impression in the ontside world that in all
matters where the coloar question is involved South
Africa is swayed exclusively by eousiderations of
European counvenienca.

We are not now conoerned to criticise the Bill in
fietaxl: What is more undesirable even than the Bill
itaelf is the extraordinary method which the Minis-

\
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ter thraatens to follow in handling it. The Bill was
first published yesterday. It is down for eecond
reading on Wedneaday next—that is to say, on Par-
liament's third working day after publication. The
two intervening days give no time for Press criti-
cism or any other expressions of public opinion, and
no time for representation from interested parties
before the principle of the measure s mettled. It
“short-heads” the Agent of the Government of India,
Sir Kurma Reddi, who has only recently returned
to Sonth Africaand who cannot have been tnily con-
galted while the Bill was in preparation. Worst of
all, it entirely ignores the Government of India
jtself. We should have thouyght that it was s matter
of ordinary inter-Imperial courtesy for the TUnion
Governmont to refer & copy of sach a Bill {o the
Indian Government for its observations before the
taking of the second reading. In view of the Indian
Government’s pogition as a party to the Capetown
Agreement, we should have thonght that snch refer-
ence wad a matier no longer of courteay, but of obli-
gation. However thut may be, the Miniater of the
Interior should be aware that amch precipitancy
must exhibit the Governmental attitnde towards the
whole Aviatic question in a deplorable light.

Needless Haste

In a leading article under the above heading the
Cape Times writes as follows in its issue dated May
19:—

On Friday last D, Malan introdneed in the House
of Assernbly & Bill *“to amend in cortain respects
the law relating to occupation of certain Jand in the
{Transvasl by Asiatics and to provide for certain
{matters incidental thereto,” Superficially the Bill
has neither public interest nor national import. Yet
the roots of the tangle with which it puarports to
deal date back to 1885; the branches it proposea to
lop off spronted in 1919: a covey of gardeners, in
the form of a Select Committee, has been investi-
gating the amorphous growth since the beginning
of last February; a special emissary, Mr. J. D. Tyson,
invested with the authority of Acting Agent, was
sent by the Government of India to give evidence
before that Committee; and the Agent himself, Sir
Karma Reddi, thongh hardly recovered from a
grave illness, hastened back to South Africa so as
to bein Cape Town when the Commiltee's report
was presented. The Bill was introduced on Friday
afternoon. The report of the Select Committee on
which it is based became available an hour or two
later. That report contains 355 pages and 15 pages
of appendices. And the second reading of the Bill
has been get down for next Wednesday.

Why this bagte? Parliament haa already entered
the last lap of the session and is straining to get
through its allotted tssk. A week or two ago,
when the Prime Minister wus asked to indicate
what measares should, in hia view, be passed before
the session ended, no mention was made of this
Bill. Now it is plamped on the Order Paper and
"the second reading proposed without either Parlia-
ment or the public being given time to appreciate
its provisions or ite implications, And that is not all.
The Bill directly affects Mouth Africa’s relations
with a sister State of the Commonwealth. Those rela-
tions, which had been growing more and more un-
bhappy year after year, were stabilised on a patia-
factory basis by the Cape Town agrecment of 1927,
How does this Bill consort with the letterand spirit
of that agreement? 'That, surely, i a qnestion
which shonld be very minutely investigated. Bat
how can that investigation be nndertaken in so
short a time? Dr. Malan and the members of the
Select Committee may appreciate all the ramifica-
tions of the Bill but few members of the House

can be oxpncted to graap all details o€ so complicated
a measare between Friduy and Wednesday, The
Biil affecte, probably, three-fourltbs of the Indian
traders now established in the “gold arcas” of the
Tranevaal. Those people are given five years in
which to wind up their bosiness and move into
“defined aress,” that is, locations, Admittedly,
they have no right to be where they are; but the

nion Government has never provided the legal

achinery to remove them. On the contrary, their
presonce has been condonad by the isue of licences
to trade. If, in short, they have been gnilty of sina
of commission, the Government bas been guilly of
sing of omimsion. What one party has sown, the
other has fertilisad. Bat, in the uprooting which
is now proposed, one party alone is to suffer.

On that scora alone there is every justification
for subjecting the Bill to the most carefnl seratiny.
Its provisions may not be unjost; but avery care
shonld be taken to establish their justice. That
care cannot be exercised in the last days of an
exhangting seasion. The obvions conrse, therefore,
is to hold up the Bill till next session and to allow
the Government of India, in the epirit of the Cape
Town agreement, adequate time to make known
its views., Sonth Africa has nothing to lose by
such delay, whereas needless haste may lay it open
to the snspicion of disconrtesy or even dishonesty.
Delay is also enunselled by what seem to be cariouns
lapses in the drafting of the Iill. What ia the
exact meaning, for instance, of sub-section four of
section two of Clanse 7 or of snb-seclion one of
section tbree of the same clange? Theeo pointa
might, it is trae, be elncidated in committes, but
the vital fact remains that, if this Bill is rushed on
to tho Statute Book withont all ita implications
being appreciated and considerad, South Africa muy
invite the charge of having gone back, between
Friday and Wednesday, on undertakings solemnly
given, after months of negotiation, little more than
two years ago, We do not think such a oharge
would be justified, but why give it even.the pem-
blance of justification by sach unjustifiable haste ?

Transvaal Asiatic Bill
Sir Kurma Reddi At Capetown

Sir Korma V. Reddi, the Agent-General of the
Government of India in Soath Africa, arrived in
Capetown ncoompanied by his son and private secre-
tary, Mr. Gopaul Kurma. As he stepped upon the
platform he was sarronnded by his conntrymen and
garlanded, addresses of welcome also being pre-
sented,

The Agent-General was disinolined to express
any views regurding recent developments in India
and in regard to the questions affecting the position
of Indiaus in the Union, he intimated that he
conld not say anylhing untill after his interview
with the Minister of the Interior in reference to
the report of the Select Qommilleo on legislation
affecting Asiatics in tho Tranavaal.

Indian Deputation To Capetown

The Minister for the Interior (Dr. D. F, Malan)
received a depntation repregentative of the Indian
commuaity in the Transvaal’to hear protesta againal
the proposed Asiatics Trading Rights Bill. The
deputation consisted of Messrs, P, K. Deuai (secre-
tary of the Transvaal Indian Congress,) E. Mall
(secretary of the 8. A. Indian Coogrees,) J. E. Gardi,
3. B. Medb, and the Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney.

The decond reading of the Transvaal Asiatio
Tenuare {Amendment) Bill was ficst on the order for
May 21,

The Select Committee whioch sabmitted thia
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measure strongly recommended its enactment dnring
the present pession “in view of the immediate
urgency.”

Under the ecircumstances (writes the Lobby
correspondent of 74 Argus) one must regard with
cantion the report now ecarrent that the Rill
will be beld over till next gyesr. The report
ofr romoonr emenates frem a well-informed guarter,
the reasonn sopgested for the Minister’'s willingness
to delay the passage of the Bill being the intricacy
of the sobject and tha paneity of time available
to deal with it,

Asiatic Bill To Be Held Over

Writea the Cape Argus on 21st instant:—

The Government is arranging for Parliament to
conclude business this day week, The next day
ia Ascension Thursday, and the following Saturday
Union Day, so the only business day of the week
remaining would be Friday.

The first step in fitting in {he business for the
six remnining days is the dropping of the Trans-
vaal Asiatic Tenure Bill for this session.

Alleged Breach Of Privilege

An alleged breach of privilege of Parliament was
tbe sabject of a special motion which prompted an
interesting debate in the Flonse of Assembly recontly,

Dr. Malan, Minister of the Interior, gaid he wished
{o draw the attention of the Speaker to what he
thonght was a breach of the privilege of the Honss,
in tbat a report of the Select Committea had been
published before the report had heen printed and
Isid on the table of the House, “[ refer.” he enid,
“to0 a telegram which appeared in the Rand Daily
Mail on Saturday.” This report had stated that
notice to quit wonlkl probably be given to Indians
occnpying stands on proclsimed ground in the
Tranevaal,

The Seleet Committes on Asiatics in the Trans-
vasl, stated the message, had conelnded its labonrs
and a majority report wonld be presented to
Parliament recommending that the present Indian
oocupiers of stands on preclaimed ground be ordered
to vacate their atands after five yeara,

The rule-he referred to reads: “The proceredinga
of, or the report of, any select committee, or & snm-
mwary of such proceedings or report, shall net be
published by any memher of snch commitiee or
by any other person until the report bas been printed
by order of the Honge.”

He formally brought the matter to the attention
of the Spraker.

Al the latter’s request he then moved: “That a
select coromitiee be appointed to inqnire into and
report upon the breach of privilege committed by
the publicaiion in the Rand Daily Masl of May 10 of
8 statement disclosing the recommendations of the
Sel¢ct Committee on Asiatica in the Transvaal be-

fore the committee’s report had been published.

The motion was earried.

Inquiry Into Breach Of Privilege

The Cape Times dated May 24 writes :—

There war laid on the takle in the Honse of
Amembly yestorday the report of the Select Com.
mitteo appointed to inquire ioto the breach of pri-
vilege alleged to have been committed by the pub-
lication of a dirclosnre of the recommendations of
the Select Committee on  Asiatics in- the Transvaal
before the report had heen rublished. The Minister
of Native Affairs Mr. E. G. Jansen) was Chairman of
the Gommitten,
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Tho Committee gave it as its opinion “that the
public interest is best served by strictly maintaining
the privacy of a Seleet Committee’s proceedings
and conclusions until the raport of the Committee is
printed”.

After “some hesitation,” the Committea came to
tha ¢anclnainn that the priviloge of Parliament was
infringed by the publication of the statement in
qurstion. The report adds :

“The writer of the article complained of, Mr. A.
G. Barlow, has, however, tendered an apology to
your Committee for the offence, which he states he
inadvertently committed, and in the circnmsatances
your Committee recommends that in this instance
no farther nction be taken and hopes that, ag atten-
tion has now been drawn to the fact that the pro-
eradings and conclngions of a Salect Committee or
any portion thereof should not ba published before
the report of the Committee is printed, the Presa
and the pnblic generally will assist in mwaintaining
what your Committee considers an important featare
of the practice of this Honse and the privilege of
Parliament.”

Indian Traders At Springs

Consternation Among Property Owners

The stendy inerease in the nnmber of Indian
traders in the chief business centre of Springs is
can’ding much consternation among the bnsiness
people and property owners generally, says 7hs Star,
and the feeling is one of anxiety as to the foture
development of the shopping centre which is
establighed in the old Government Township, and
was proclaim~1 by the Lisatenant-Governor of the
Transvaal in 1904, )

A recent jundgment in the appellate division of
the Sapreme Court was given against the Springs
Municipality to the effect that Asefatics had the
right tn reside in this township, that it did not come
under Section 131 of the Gold Law and that this
seclion was never intended to apply to land pro-
claimed ender Section 52.

The Indian commnvity had carried on business
in 2nd Streat and 3rd Street at the junetion of the
Boksbnrg Road prior to the Asiatic Ach of 1919,
and no furiher encroachment on the business centre
wad made until last year when Messrs, Matwadia
and Cn. applied for a general dealers certificate for
Erf G5 at the corner of 4th Street and 2nd Avenue,
which certificate was granted, as a result of this
judement.

Hvidently enconraged by this success other
Asiatic applicants came into the field and during the
past six months three additional certificates have
been granted. At the last meeting of the Council
a namber of applications came befora it for con-
sideration and of these three were deferred poending
the erection of buildings and other six have still
to ba decided upon.

The position is rather peenliar to Springs in view
of the terms of the proclamation inasmuch as the
Springs New Township sitnated contignous to the
eatablished shopping centre is protected against
trading and residence by colonred persons, Withouot
new legiglition it will mean a gradnal transferring
of the husiness cenire away from the old Govern-
ment Township,

1t is confidently anticipated that legislation will
remedy the existing state of affairs;
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Mrs, Sarojinli Naidu Sentenced

Bombay, Friday.~~Mrs, Naidn has been sentenced
to nins months’ simple imprisonment. She will be
treated asan “A” class prisonier. Manilal Gandhi
(the Mahatma's’ son) and Pyrae Lal have been
gentenced to a year’s rigorons imprisonment., Ymam
Saheb of Bhawnagir hag been sentenced to six
months’ simple jmprisonment, and will be treated
as a “B” class prisoner,

Huge Demonstration In Bombay

At 6 o'clock this ¢vening & monster procession
estimaled at 200,000 strong, organised by 28 Indian
commercial bodies, marched from the Indian gnarter,
and was confronted at the Vietoria Terminus, the
junction of the five busiest streets, by 450 police,
drawn up fcur-deep acroes the roadway. Police
were determined not to permit demonstrators to
enter the Fort area, which contains the principal
commerecial and Government offices, ‘

The demonstrators squatted in the road, chantiny
Swarajist eongs, and the excitement became feverish
and trafic was held up,

After four hours the gigantic procession was
allowed to traverse the Fort area, $he leaders wnder-
taking that it wouold remain non-violent. It was the
biggrest procession-ever seen in Bombay City, and
took balf an hour to pass a given point at a fairly
brisk pace. ’

The only incideat oconrred while the demonstra-
tors were squatting in the roadway when a volunteer
scaled a statue in front of the Corporation bnilding
and planted a Nationalist flag in the hand of the
fignre, amid 2 storm of cheering.—Renter.

¥ Our Letter From India :

¥ _(FroM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT)
Calontta, April 11, ¥
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Indians@{n_Southd Africa

With the relinquishment of his ofice on March
31, a8 a member of the Viceroy’s Execntive Conneil
in charge of Health, Eduweation and Lands, Sir
Mahomed Habibunllah brooglt &0 a close an adminis-
iration which bas thronghont been attended with
conspicaous eucoess, For over thirty years Sir
Mahomed bas been an omtstanding figure in the
public life of this comntry, 1In 1926 he led the
deputation eonsisting nf the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srini-
vasa Sastri and others to South Africa whose gnc-
ceases haveadded a momorable chapter to the hislory
of India’s diplomatio relations. In 1929 he went to
Geneve as Leader of the Indisn delegntion,

Aslked by a Press representative at Madras for his
wiews with regard to the present position on the
matter of the grant of trading licences to Indians in
Bonth Africs, 8ir Mahomed Habibullh sid: ‘Mt
hog hepn epserted that “varioss Indiuna gre pwning
4nd ocoupying propertien in the prohibitad areas gnd
parrying on {rade thero, (\t progent there {8 an in.
lry wolrig on snd this {nqulry iy practioally for
he frarpoee of fufing ont whathop there fu any
iglatlon of the law pnd 1f po what shonld he dono
Yo provent bugh 8 violstion, The yagation ps to
'_';hllt shouid bo done with vegard io the people who
ave already carrying on thole bualaess thers would
Wao be considered. The Inguiry. Comuwitles bas
been appointed by the Union Parliament with Dr.
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Malan, Minister of the Interior aa Chairman, and
this Commiltee is taking evidence there, Mr. J. D.
Tyson, IC.8., who was formerly Becretary to the
Right Hoao, V, 8. Srinivasa Sastri, has been deputed
by the Goveanment of India 4o represent the Indian
cage, #8 he is familinr with the position of affafrs in
{be abeence of Sir K. V. Reddi, Itis expected that
Sir K. V. Reddi will reach South Africa about the
middle of next month and ihen Mr, Pyson will re-
turn to India. As the sabject is practically sub judice
I cannot say anything further about it.”

Emigrants From South Africa

INQUIRY ISTO THE WORK OF INDIAN
ORGANISATIONS

The Government of India have decided to review
the arrangements now in force for the reception and
care of emigrants retarning from the Union of Sonth
Africa uoder the scheme of agsisted emigration, re-
commended by the Capetown,Conference and agreed
to by the Gnvernmenta of Sonth Africa and India
in 1927, The object of the propoeed ingniry ja to
agcertain how far these arrangements are adequate
and what improvements, if any, are required,
especially to ensure that those sble and willing to
work ave givon all possible help to secare employ-
ment snited to their attitude. In regard to emi-
grants of Madras Presidency, it is proposed to entrust
the inquiry to Mr. J. Gray, Commissioner of Labour,
Maudras, and Mr. G. A. Natesan.  Besides inspeoting
the working of the special organiration set up by
the Government of Indin in 1927 to sssiat and ndvise
retarning emigrants, Mesars, Gray and Nuatesan will
aleo raview the {nformation collected by the officer
in charge of the special organisation, to show ‘how
far bia efforts to help the emigrants to find saitable
ovcapation huve proved snccessful. Tan regird to
emigrants who, after their retorn, settle in Northern
India, a similar review is also contemplated,

Defiance Of Salt Laws In India

The six of April is a memorable dny in the
history of India swhen the non-violent campaign to
thwart ealt lawa in this conntry was laanched by
a world-figare whore sandtity of purpose claims no
explanation whatsoever. All-India enthusisstically
and promptly responded to the clarion calt with the
solemn pledge of prefering death to national bumi-
lLiation. Throughout the country there are organised
and trained Satyagrahis (volonteers) under promi-
nent leaders who bave been manufacturing salt
where it is convenient to do 8o and bave been giving
instractions to villugers to do likowise. An mimos-
phere of complete non-violence prevailed avery-
where amaongst the Satyagrnhis. Thae non-fnter-
fering attitude of the Government to the emit-Aax
compaign on ita firet etage haa now been changed,
I'tiere have been wholegnle arrests and prosecutions
of prominent local workers inclading the two sons
of Mahatinn Gandhi with a viow, as the Hindustan
Timss of Delht obrerves, “to first Jop off the 4]}
poppies, the hest and meaat tenstworthy 1fentenanty
of Mahatma Gandhi with tha intentjon probably of
facilitaling Mabatma Gundhil arreqt sed of wreok:
Ing, 1t pomslble, the whale movement,” Pt the re,
presalvo polloy pureyed hy the Govornmen} Wil
only give udditions) and’ ypoesaary lmfpl uw,bp
pooplo ta whke Yhe mavement sapoesfnl, | I
Gandb] bag mede It olear shut by arresting §
leaora and o'bors, the Government wese fwling

Ahele poiso and patting them 10 the test 1t was
their duty to show that thelr spliit eould not be
cowed dows by golng to jnil, As nows of srrosis
and sentences to the leaders ara podring in, his Joy
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koows no bonnds as that waa the only way which
wonld haaten the advest of Swaraj. JIn congratn-
lating the Satyagrahis on their arrests, Mahatma
Gandhi, in ths cougrse of 8 statement isswed from
Jalalpur on Monday, azid : *“After all, that is the
logjcal ontcope of civil resistence, Imprisonment
and the like is the test through which a eivil reo-
gister has to pags.”

The present politicsl silpation in the country ig
unprecedented in its history, The only wise conrse
to tide over this desdlock is fo offer additional
asqurances to the Indian pation with regard to their
smmediale and legitimate demawd for Dominion
Status, Referring Mahatma’s march and his defiance
of the salt-laws, the Coneeryative snd the Libaral
Press jin England blame Lord Irwin for his policy of
alleged “reaction” and.press for repression. Bnt in
striking contrast, the Daily Heruld, the Tabour organ,
maintaing vigorously in its editorial that these
demands for strong action are all signs pf irrespon-
sible mentality. Says the Daily Herald ;

“We draw attention to reports from India which
call for the carefnllest resiraint and sympathetic
understanding of the Indian problems on the part
of the British public. There i8 from certain
qngrters nundoubted demonstrations of ntter irres-
popsibility and the psnal clamour for the strong
hand of repression. We fruat, these irrespopsible
talks and demanda wonld be given po heed to by
either Mr. Wedgwood Benn or Lord Irwin, Hitherto
Mr. Wadgwood Benp, the Viceroy, sod his gdvisers
have Deen acting with commendable  swisjom
and statemanship in handling the Indian situation,
Any effort to rattle them into s different course of
action would undo what good work bas beern done
80 far. The essence of the problem iy to keep stead-
fastly before India the British determination to take
the people of Indis as speedily as possible to the
goal®f Domipion Stains,”

This is the only way to the solation of the present
tangle, ’

- p——

Johannesburg School Clinic
Fund

The chairman of the Johanpesbnrg Indian School

Olinie desires to acknowledge with gratefal thanks
the following donations to the Fand :—

Messra, City Shirt Co. £1 1s, G. Pungoma} £1 Is,
A. Jpjbhay & Son £3 35, H. D. Maal £5 35, E. §.
Dangor £1 18, A. 8. Mohamed £1 s, M. E. Bulbalia
(Vrededorp) 10s, C. M. Mockaria £1 1s, 8. M. Jusab
%2 25, V. N. Naido £1 1s, & M. Khen 108 64, N,
Ismail £1 1s, Abdool Gafoor £1 15, M. H. Balbglis
10s. 63, M, E. Wades 10s, 6d, Ahoo Adam 10s. 64,
Ranoo Cagsim £2 2s, Patel & Son £2 2, M, E. Bul-
bulia (Nowtoswn) £2 25, M, A.Kara 103, 64, Dawspd
Igma"gl Ha_lfej]e?e ]-;S‘[s‘. B;galma_l 10;.,SJDOB£b lemsil Js.,

- Jban ja, . N Alwaya & Song £1, M. Kali

1 1, Barge Panchia £1, M. 8. Bhamjéa l&s{? Jl;ﬁ

Hesim 10a 84, ¥. K. Gopel & Ge, £1 s,

M. D. Maal £1 s, Mis Heothers 24 &, Jing Daya
(s, fid, Porolan Rilk Hopgo £4 %, Sindhi Bily
onge £1 10s. 6d, Union 8ilk Fouse ?2& 64, lawjeg

atel £9 %, K. Ebrabim £1 1s, Mahsrged Hafre %8

3 35, Ohnnilal Kooverfi £1 19, Patidar Trading Glo,
£1 1s, M, 8. Nans £3 33, Paraholapy Jagsing 10a g4,
Mustapha Hassim £3 3s, . Bhanabhai & Oo £1 1s,
Jogl & Co, 10s. 64, 8. E, Aswat £1 ls, N. M. Soni,
10s. 6d, D. Makan £1 1s, Saley Hassen 10a, §d.
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“Sastri Nursing Home”

A correspondent writes as follows to The Star .—

Through the foresight and energy of thp Rpv.
Bernard Sigamoney a nursing home for Asiatic and
coloured women and childrep is shorily to be
opened in Doornfontein. Such an institution wiJl
not only fill a long-felt want and help to relisve the
overwhelming pressure on existing institutions, but
will also solve & trouble which often prevents non-
Chriatian patients from availing themselves of
gkilled treatment by hospital nurses, i.e., the trouble
of finding themselves unable 1o follow out the die-
tates of their particmlar religions faithe in ceptain
directions such as the cooking of food, etc.

- Under a roof which will offer peace and rmenewed

health to non-Enropean womsn of all seets, it will
be the endeavour of the numging sister to obserye &
patient’s gectarign orthordoxies as far agit is hamanly
possible,

While it is expeoted that the hoe will b Jocally
sapported by Asiatic gndeavonr with, jt is hoped,
financial assistance from sympathisers in India, the
initial difficult beginnings would be considerably
eased if Enropean friends wonld countribute some-
thing for the first year; if not fn mouney then, per-
haps, in pecessary fnraitore, such as piall iron beds,
crockery or enamel sels, washstands, amall ward.
robes, screens, chest-of-drawers, copboards, chsirs,
small bedside tables, muslin or grotgnup ourigins,
sheets and towels, kitchen ntensils, bousghold chipa,
or any other thing that srggepts itself to hongeholdera
with, of course, the exception of mattresses and
pillows. Many houses have surplus or discarded
furniture in box-rooms and outhonses which wonld
eave the home the expense of buying new articles.

A lptter to the Rev, Bernsrd Sigamoney, 18,
Moselsy Street, Doorafoptein, woyld receive gratetnl
acknowledgment in the report and a frolley wonld
be sgnt to colleot the goods.

It is propoesed tn makea great effort ali through
the montbs of May and June to furnish the fowse,
Gifts gnd donations will thgrefore be sdoubly wel-

come then,
The Auction Sales

A good suggestion hag been made thal if half 2
dozen Jadies would come forward with an effer to
aftend auction eales and seerch the suction rooms for
such articles g8 hyve heen mentioned above, which
80 often are bought at sales for 8 mery small ontlay,
the price of the articles they have bought will be
paid from the home funds on production of the
auctioneer’s bill and their efforts and expenditure of
time most tha.nktallg acknowlsded, [f every auch
helper wonld hold herself responsible for the far-
nishing of one room, it wonld congiderably help
matters. Wil any such gaed friends apply te the
8egrefary for further information, sdsjce ag ip ont-
lay, eta., by posteard oe in persan 7 :

Gifts of money will be epent on the Prrehage of
new matiyeasas, pillows and blanlkets, or on hogpita)
applisnges, ste,

4 hopatal featngn ja the lvely denine amongst tho
Indian and aplogred copy oty to halp towards the
founding of thejy home, Moo a8 goming forw
o offer thely pepyios ag parpenters, ninmbere, hindys
men, mainters slg,  Bhabhy fanitnre will, thareépua,
he pleanad end rapmintad, 34 well sa the fubrig of 1t
house where neasspary) by voluntesss, Merchents

are offering to stook the bome with & good sapply of
Brocerles, 6oal and wood, for the first month or twa,

It is hoped 40 bewe six beds available and the
kitchen fire jit by June 1, when s ptoper houge
warming will take place,

[Falhud —
YY)

it
1kt

. .‘WH- iy

W W

i re)

o



180 .

INDIAN OPINION

May 30th, 1930

Sister Schmidt's Offer

But all thepe plans wonld be difienlt to realise
were it not for the fino offer of Sister H. Schmidt to
undert_nko the post of matron.sister, nesiatnd by two
probationers, in an honorary eapacity until anch

time as puflicient fands are assured to offer a definite
salary.

‘Tha bome is fortanate in obtnining the services of
Dr. Rachel Getz as hoepital dostor {which will not,
however, prevent pationts being treatod by their
own doctors, should they so prefar),

There is a feeling among many Tndians hera that
in the absence of any oiber snch ecnmmemorative
institntion the home ahonld he ramed in gratetol
remembrancs of the flrat Agent-General for India,
who, 'by hia magnifiernt work for Bonth Afriean
Indians, endeared bimeelf to all Sonth Africa. Tt ia
rroposed, therefore, that It be ealled the “Sustri
Nursing Home.”

Requests for farther infarmation, ofters of help,
etc., may he addreased to the following memnbera :—

Mr. F. J. Brocklehank, (treasurer), Conntry Club,
Avuckland Park (donations only).

- Mra. Florence van Haijat, (ehairman), In*a Sister
,of St. Thomas’ and Charing Cross Honpitals, London),
whone address is 13 Mualler Sireet, Yaoville, or care
.of F. van Heijst, E¢q., St. John's Cnllego,

Mre, Max Mrehlia, (late misionary and Army
norse,) 21 Firat Strest, Falrwood,

Mras, Ethelreda Lewig, 26 Loch Avenue, Parktown
Waeat, telepbane Hillbrow 387, or to the secretary,
18 Mosgeley Street, Doornfontein,

The following committen has been formed :—

Dr. Erasmnas Ellin, Ool, Dowson Squibbs, DS O,
Mr., Methven Beverloey, Mr, T. J. Rrocklebanl,
(treagurer), Mrs, Erasmuns Ellis, Dr, Rachel Geotz,
‘Mrs. C. D. Don, Mrg, van Haeijat, (chairman), Mra.
Fthalrada Lewis, Mra, Maamillan, Mra, AMlnx Mohlisg,
8. D. Royeppen, 8. Joseph, W, Erncst, Mra. Frank
‘Madray, B. Barlow, H. A. Bennett, Mra. B. 1. E.
Sigamonay, Rev. B. L. E. Signmoney. (honerary
secretary), K. Novansamvy, 8, M. Nana, P. K. Deani,
M. D. Desai, 0. K, T. Naidoo, Mra. Lily Willinms,
J. Marian, Jinnah Parag, Mnstanha Hassim, F.
Mills, 8, Extien, R, Carsters, .J, H. Paters, David
Cuatting, Mva. D. Cntting, Miss G. Linden, Mr.
Daniels and Mrs. Case.

Obituary Notice

The death ocenred on tha 30th April 1930, of a
prominent members of tho Tndian community in
the person of Mr. Sonprayan Cnopoosamy, a whole-
sale fish merchant of Port Tlizaheth, The eeensed
watt 41 years old and had residing in Port Blizaheth
for many years and waa vory well-known and well-
respectod by hoth Enropewns aad non-Encopeans.

He held n promineht poeition In the Indian com-

munity.  He was also a patron of onr Hindn Valibar
Sungam dince its inception and eontribnted much
towards ite progresa, FTia donth i 2 great logs to the

Indian community, We aympathiso with the de-
coasod’s relatives in their snrd hereavement,

C. GANBSA PiLLaAY,
Assist. Secretary.
Hinda Valibar S8ungam;

Mr. Blackwell On Justice For
Black And White

Speaking at Sea Point recently, Mr. Leslie Black-
wall, M.T", atales} that it aeomed as if thero was one
law for Eavopeanna and another for nativea in Soath
Africa, He wia addressing a joint meeting of the
men's, women's and junlor branchas of the Sea
Point diviston of tha Santh African Party.

“Uam aickoned and saddened.” said Mr. Blackwell,
“when T vend of things like the recent events at
Worceater, Whon von hear of armed policemen
firing into that mob and killing those men, one
wenders whera wa are golng te and in this country.

“I'he improssion i8 eraated i this conntry, in onr
courtd and in tho adminlsteation of jnsticn, that
there in nob eqnality between black and whito;
that a native will be pnnishal condignly for an
offence for which a whita man will escape lightly
or go sent free; that A white man for an offence
againet a native will haseqnitted by a white jary,
but if tho offonco ia by a native againgta white man,
n verdict of gnilty and pnnirhment uanally €ollowa,

“Yon hear of unpravokad nttacka on whita people
by natives, There ia growing np a feelinue of
hoatility that is Aue largely to the nneqnal adminfr-
tration of jnsticn,”

THE DELICATE GIRL

WHAT PARENTS SHOULD DO

“I'm gotling qnite worrled abont her,” snys many
a mnthor, Yes, and if growing girls are to become
hanlthy, well.-devnlopord womon, their health mnst
ba ciwrefully watched, Parenta shonld not ignoroe
the variong tronhles that tell of approaching woman-
hond. Whera pallor, hepulnahe, buokiacha and anm-
min are alrcady ovident, yoea wmnat provide the
anfTereg with tha aureat moeana of waking new blood.
Nothing meets the ease g0 anenly ns Dr. Willinme'
pink pills; thess pills nctually create new rich
blnad, and by this means quickly teansform anmmio,
gicklv girls into etrong, hopoy women,

Misn M, Houaeley, of 35, Qaeon’s Road, Doncaster,
giates: “For two yours my life was a misery
throngh aromin, T snfTered sovoerely with pains in
my head and fite of dizziness, 1 had no onergy. and
felt fit. for neither work nor pleasrure, I coranttad
a doctor hut got no better,

“Ona day I rend nbont Dr. Williams® pink pills,
and dneided to try them. Afier taking tho pills a
few days, there was a distinet improvement; my
appatite plokad np and T falt more enrgetic.  As 1
peraorvererd with the pille, the headaehes add dizat.
nesa disppearod an-| balore long T was a diffew nt
girl, aa well as con'd bhe”

Your awn danler rellg Dr, Willluma' pink pills, or
dirnet from De, Willinma' Mulirine COon,, P,O. Box

604, Capo Town: 3a. 3. for ono bottle, or eix for 14s,
post fror,
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