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NOTES AND NEWS

7

the South African Indian Congress, headed

a Deputalion of the Natal Indian Coogress,
the other members of which were Messra. P. R.
Pather, M. A. H. Mooss, B. A, Magrajh and B. M.
Patel, to the Council-in-Committee on the 3rd
jnstant, The objeet of the Deputation was to put
the case of the Indian Hawkers and Pediars before
the members of the Town Ccuncil which has
framed bye-laws restricting the trading facilities of
these hawkers. The Bye-laws were published in
our columus some weeks ago. Mr, Christopher, in
the course of an eloguent appeal on their bebalf,
pointed out to the Councillors that the Indian
hawkers were in no way a menace to the European
Fruiterera through whose complaint the Council
had evidently framed these bye-lawa, Mr. Christo-
pher was given a patient hearing.

HDVOGATE Albert Ohristopher, President of

We are informed that Swami Bhavani Dayal
Sanyasi, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Natal
Indiasn Congress, who left Natal a few months
ago for India, has been arrested under Section 124
of the Indian Penal Code. It would be remembered
that when the Sanyasi left these shores, he maid
that he was leaving South Africa to serve on the
political fields of India.

It is officially notified that the gix lecturers for
the Sastri College will arrive in Darban on April 12.
They are past alumni of the Universities of Madras.
Allahabad, Bombay and other Indian nniversitics.
The following are their nemes :—Mr. T. Raghavan
Nair, B.A., B.Ed,, (also holds a degree in physics);
Mr. B. T. Trevedi. B.A., B.Ed., (also holds a degree
in chemistry); Mr. Gurearanlal Sinha, B.Sc., B.Ed.,
(also holds a degreo in biology); Mr. P. K. Koru,
M.A., B.Ed., a mathematician; Mr. A. Shakoor, M.A.,
B.Ed., qualified to teach Eoglish; Mr. Faratallah
Khban, B.Sc.,, B.EJ, Four of the six have been
seconded from the Indian Government ssrvice and
the other two are from aided schools. They will
train Indian teachers at the Sastri College. Arrange-
ments are in hand in Durban to accord the teachers
a fitting welcome, for their arrival is looked apon as
a great event for the Indian community, It is
stated that the former Agent-General for India, Mr.
Bastri, had a hand in the selection.

The Calcutta correspondent of the Sunday Times
reports :— :

Mr. Gandhi’s latest outburst reiterates his fall
faith in Salyagraha on non-violent lines, He said
that if the Government “did not take any mad
action” there would be no violence on his part. He
was out for complete independence, severing all
connections between Eogland and India, but was
prepared to reconsider his position in case of “a
real change of heart” om the Government’s part.
:I‘lun gonld only be indicated by the Viceroy accept-
ing his eleven demands. If no such change came
ke wonld fight to the finish, and if the Government
used brate force to break his “peacefal agitation”

those people who bad no faith in non-violence
wonld lose their heads and take action harmful both
to the country and the Government. In that event
the responsibility would not be his

Addressing a meeting at Sajud in the Broach dis-
trict Mabatma Gandhi is reported to have declal:ed
that it wonld take a Jong time to win Swaraj with
the help of Broach alone, for the boycott of foreign
cloth was not apparvent, and there was a great con-
sumption of liquor. People wonld get cheap salt -
shortly, whether be reached Dandi or not; but
there were iwo other fortresses to be stormed
—foreign cloth and lignor. The capture of both
would be worth £68,000,000 to the country.

The Parliameotary correspondent of the Nalsl
Mercury writes :—

It is learnt definitely that the Union is to be re-
presented at the coming Imperial Conference by
General Hertzog, Mr. Havenga and Mr. A. P. J.
Fourie. . Mr. Havenga, of course, accompanied his
Leader and Friend to the 1926 Conference, but Mr,
Fourie has not been out of Bouth Africa previously,
except when he was a prisoner of war at St. Helera
during the Anglo-Boer War., It is significant, in
view of last week’s nows of & Uabinet reshuffle and .
the means by which it is to be brought about, that
it was originally veported that Mr. Pirow was to
have the third place on the delegation. The
Premier, who was christened the mystery man of
the Conference by Fleot Street in 1926, and his
Ministers are leaving about the middle of July
and intend to attend the Aungust session of the -
League of Nations at Geneva. The Imperial Con-
ference, it is understood, is to be held in September.

That the extremists should pause fo consider the
likely effects of their political aetivities and to con-
sider that the weapons with which they arm them-
solves to-day will surely in the fullness of time be
nsed against them in tarn, formed the basis of Sir
Arthar Froom'’s speech, at the European Group’s
dinner to retiring members of the Central Il.egis-
latare at Delhi, At Abmedabad, however, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehrno, the Congress President, has
dubbed Gandhi “Commander-in-Chief” and “‘the
ablest man in Indis,” and the All-India Congress
Committee has light-heartedly anthorised the Pro- -
vinces to organise and undertake civil disobedience
to bring the campaign for complete home rule to a
speedy and snccessfol isdne. The Congress re-
solved, however, that civil disobedience shall not be
atarted till Gandhi reaches the seashore and actunally
commils a breach of the salt lawa. But in the event
of Gandhi’s earlier arreat, the Congress authorised
the country to start civil disobedience immediately.
Gandbi will probably flout the salt laws on April 6.
In the Legislative Assembly, Sir Purshottamdas
Thakurdas, the Bombay magnate, created angry
scenes, sabsequently having to apologise to Sir
D’Arcy Lindsay and Sir George Rainy for character-
ising the European Group ag “hirelings and glorified
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clerks” and “‘nnreal businees men as compared with
the Indians in the Assembly.’—ZRand Lnily Mail.

New Delhi, April 1.—Replying to an address
from the Shiah community, Lord [rwin, Viceroy of
India, alluded to the civil disobedience campaign.
He said that it was a tragedy that men should be
constantly asked to believe that a political typhoon,
uprooting and destroying the conntryside, wonld be
necessary before the sun counl? shine anl that India
could reach her rightful destiny only through the
agency of convulsion, The Viceroy welcomed tho
assurance that the Shiahas stood for orderly progress
towards self-government and dissociated themselves
from civil disobedience,—Reuter,

A Reunter's messpge fromi Poonn states :—The
threat to start a passive reeistance campaign against
the Gandhi movement is contained in & munifesto
jssned by the fonnders of a new party known as the
Indian National Anti-revolutionary Party, headed
by three well-known members of the dopressed
classes in Poona. The manifesto gags that the Parly
regards British rnle as absolutely necessary until the
complete removal of “untouchability” and the aboli-
tion of caste distinetion, )

A mesmpe from Dalhi states :—Talks between re-
presentative princes and political leaders here have
led to the appoiniment of an informal committee to
sketch out the issucs of common interest to British
India apd Indian States and to snygdest their pro-
posals before the next sevsion of the Assembly at
Simla. The princes gave the assurance of their
sympatby with Dominion stitus and explained that
they desired to have a prepet interpretation of their
treaty righta. 'The British Indian political leaders
gave the assurance that they would not interfere
with the internal antonomy of the States, and ex-
plained their ideal of Federal India.

L]

A Henter's message from New Delhi dated March
31 slates :—

The Tariff Bill, embodying new duties on cotlon
and plect goods, proposed in tho Budget on Feb, 38,
has been adopted by the Assembly with an amend-
ment, moved by an Indian member and accopted by
the Government, modifying - the Brilish proference
on certain classes of goods which compete with
Indian lines, 'The amendinent removes the DPritish
preference in case of plain grey cloth, namely un-
bleachod cloth or cloth dyed in the piece, and
maintains it in the case of other classes. In other

words, the preference will disappear wherever the ‘

3} anpas duty is applied, bat will remain wherse the
ad valorem duty is applied. The Bill was passed
without a division, after Pandit Malaviya and the
Nationalist Party had walked ont. 'The Budyget pro-
posals were to inerease the duty on cotlon and
piece goods from 11 to 16 per cent., with an addi-
tional prospective daty of five.per cent, on non-
British cotton goods for three years.

The proprietors of The Englishman (Calentta) havo
decided—with effect from Monday last—lo dis-
continue daily publication and to pablish the paper
on Mondays only. The policy of the papor will
remain unaltered, and while voicing conservative
interests in Indis, the journal will retain an in-
dependent ountlook. 7%e Englishman wag eptablished
109 years ago, and i India's oldest surviving daily.

Atk ettt iesbbal—y

Captain W. A. Alexander retited on Monday from

his position of Chief of the Durban Borough Police,

February in Dnrban vhowed the lowest birthrate |
for a sonsidernble perinid, the total being only 15K,
of which 112 woro Enropeans, but Fubruary was
sandwiched between two months which showed a
very high birthrate, Janaary baving 276 and March
230 birthe. The figared for the first three months
of this year are, therofore, 714, which, on account of
Febrnary, ia 45 short of last yeur during the same
petiod.

THE INDIAN HAWKERS

E have once before referred to the
pitiable position in which the
Indian hawkers would be placed

if the bye-laws framed by the Chief Con-
stable were confirmed by the Town Council,

It would be remembered that the bye-
laws restrict these Indians from hawking in
certain portions of Pine, West and Gardiner
Sweets. The by-laws came up for con-
firmation in open Council a month ago
when at the instance of the Natal Indian
Congress the Council adjourned -the matter
so as to give an opportunity to the Congress
to place its views. '

On Thursday last the Natal Indian Con-
gress lead a Deputation to the Council-in-
Committee, and Advocate Albert Christopher
who headed the Deputation placed the case
of the Indian hawkers in an able manner.
The decision of the Council-in-Committee
is being awaited with considerable anxiety.

The number of Indians who are engaged
in hawking in the streets mentioned above
is about forty-five, This number includes
many women with large families to support.
Ou #n average, taking their sales all the
year round, each hawker makes betwecn -
three shillings to five shillings as profit per-
day. How these hawkers can be a menace
to the European shopkeepers is beyond us.
As Mr. Christopher pointed out to the
Council-in-Committee the Indian's means of
earning his livelihood are restricted. He
has limited opportunities, The hawking
of fruits and vegetables has been his own
for a considerable number of years: He
has not proved to be a nuisance to pedes-
trians or motorists nor an annoyauce to the
shopkeepers. His limited daily sale in ne
way affects the sale of the European fruiterer
or greengrocer. On the contrrry he is a boon
to the many who have not the time to go
to the shopkeeper, He is a boon to the
many employees in the offices who do not
resent his visitation. Where then ig the
necessity for these bye-laws? Is it an
attempt to increase the number of un-
employed amongst the Indians?
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It cannot be denied that the By-laws as
framed by the Chief Constable are unjust
and directed against a section of the com-
munity. We cannot for a moment believe
that just as he is retiring from setvice,
Captain Alexander, the Chief Constable of
Durban, would be a party to the passage of
certain bye-laws which, as we have already
mentioned, are grossly unjust Nor can we
believe that the Lady Councillors would be
parties to the confirmation of the bye-laws
which seek to throw into the streets poor
Indian women who have bitherto earned
their livelihood by hawking.

VOICES OR THE VOICE?

[ [ IKE the periodic stamping of weights
and scales, or any other similar
practice, the Indian community settled

in South Africa has, it would appear, to
undergo a petiodical re-labelling as *“un-
desirable” and a re-affirmation of its helot-
status. The suggestion that the lot of the
pariah, apportionied to South African nation-
als of Indian origin, is to be ascribed to race
or colour prejudice is, of course, repudiated
as an unworthy aspersion upon the cultured
political Jeaders of an enlightened and
civilised people. The alternative explana-
tion that the world is witnessing yet one
more example of the enfranchised prostitu-
ting its power to despoil and overtrample
the voteless and voiceless, is rejected with
no less emphasis. When the adaptability
of the South African Indian is evidenced;
when the sometime shibboleth of his un-
assimilability is shewn to be a fallacy; when
it has been demonstrated, or tather when
the Indian himself has demonstrated, that
he is capable and worthy of being given a
useful and not ignoble place in the baody-
politic, then, finally, is advanced the plea
that the legislature must give legislative
expression to the will and the wishes—to
the Voice—of its electorate. Vox poputsi,
vox dei, glibly quotes tha political suffrage.
seeker and the tenacious office-holder, yet
knowing that the wor populi is not in-
frequently the wox diaboli ravher than the
wox dei.

The Latin “Vox" {voice) is very obvicusly
derived from the Sanskrit “Vactt”, of which,
we are taught there are four kinds of degrees,
the “Viakhuri Vach” being the word we
utter. That word may be inspired by, and
may express, either God (goed) or devil
(d'evil). It may be an utterance of great

spiritual force pregnant with power for good
either immediate or future; it may be exactly
the reverse in character and consequence.
In so far as it informs the qualities of Trutb,
Justice, Mercy and above all of loving in-
sight and understanding, it is of the former
nature; iruenced by motives of self-seeking,
worldy advantage, egoism, blind prejudice,
hates and jealousies, it is of the latter. Since
the utterance (and actions) of the populus
are prompted primarily by worldly consi-
derations of a more or less selfish or
egoistical nature it becomes fairly obvious
that the wox populi cannot generally with
ordinary regard for truth, be styled the
“voice of God.” |

Mahatma Gandhi once journeyed overseas
in company with a certain highly-placed
official with whom rested the decision of a
momentous question affecting our people.
Many talks did Mahatma Gandhi bave with
the great man, the balance, at times, seem-
ing favourably influenced by the Mahatm1’s
arguments and submissions, but—the Ma-
hatma concluded with something between a
smile and 2 sigh—the Devil won! But
does the Devil really win, save for the time
being? Of a surety not, Oppression and
like forms of wrong may persist for a while
and so cheat the deluded wrong-doers into
a false sense of security and the belief that
might can successfully supplant right.
Nevertheless the truth is “There dwells a
Power Divine that makes for good. Only
Its laws endure” Laws, be they the laws
governing the life of an individual or the life
of a nation, that are harmonious with the
Great Law men to that individual or nation
health, strength, long life, immortality.
Laws that are discordant with the Great
Law may lend to the individual or nation
a fictitious, because . temporary, sense of
accomplishment and victory, but the end is
corruption and death; ignominy and finally
oblivion. ' _

There is the raucous voice of the fitat
with the vote that clamours for the advance-
ment and preservation of his patticular in-
terests, the voice to which the suffrage-
seeker and office-bearer give watchfu!l ear,
There is another Voice, a still small Voice,
low and unobtrusive but withal insistent,
1t asks, as It ever has asked, the old, old
question: “What shall it profit a man
though he gain the whole worldwwand lose
his soul?” o '
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Federation Vs. Union

Durban Parliament’s Decision

At a meeting nf the Dorban Parliameniary Debaling
Society in the Town Hall basement lust Monday
night the gquestion was debated whether the pressnt
system of Government in ihe Union of South
Africa is a failure, and whether federaled govern-
ment, a8 exisie in Aueiralia and in Canada, woull
be preferable,

Mr. R. H. Reynolds claimed that there was
growing diszontent in the country. He said that
federation had been mentioned in 1353, but was
not accepted by the Duich. In 188l came the
Afrikander Bond of the Cape, Tranavaal and Free

State, which welecomed federation under an Afri--

kander flag, but felt that close union under the
Union Jack was impoasible.

Btatistice showed that the population of Canada
had increased by two and a half millions under
foederal rule, bub that of South Afriea had only
increased by a quater of a million in half the time
nnder Union., The Act of Union intended the
Provinces gradoally to assume self-management,
bot under Union thelr powers were gradually taken
away throngh the greed for power of successive
Cabinet Ministers,

Mpr. J. F. Trembath said that Natal did not want
the Union, and that the working classes were not
represonted among the delegates at the Union
Conference. Four mock parliaments were not
wanted by the country, and the present Provincial
Councils wonld not be missed. They were an
example of the probable ill effecta of a fedoral system.

Other views wers that had there not been a
Union, Natal, togethor with the other Provinces,
would have been spurred on to prosperity by pride
and interstate rivalry. Minigiers were held by
some to be out of touch with their constituencies,
and others again gaid that it was not the Union that
was at fault, but the form of Union.

Couneillor Murray held that Natal had progressed
by leaps and bounds, All the discontont at present
was caused by racialism, which was not kept alive
by the young thinking men. The mnotion was pont
to the vote, and was passed.—Nalal Mercury.

S.A.P: ‘“Knd Riotous
Assemblies BRill

The South African DIarty is split on the Rijotous
Asgemblies Bill. Roughly, it iz the Natal viow
against that held by (eneral Smuts, Mr, Patrick
Duncan, and the majority of the other members of
the party. :

There have been heated disenssions in the Sooth
African Party coucus, and notwithstanding the faut
that General Smute has told the cancus that he
considers a vote in favour of the Bill a8 being against
his views and principles, the Natal members have
decided to sapport it,

Mr. Heaton Nicholls, member for %ulnland and
the leader of the Natal gronp, made a strong specch
on the lines of Mr. Pirow's Bill, and as this had
immediately followed an ontburst against the mensare
by Mr. Roper, 8.A.P, memhoer for Wynberyg, it showed
the deep gulf which exlsted on a matter of principle
between the two sides in the Opposition,

Mr. Nicholls read a pamphlet in Znln, signed by
Ohampion, couched in rather etrong terms, against
the beer shops; and he endeavoured to make the
flesh of membera creep. Tho Nationalists cheerad
the speaker, but the Cape mermbers of his own party
langhed at him,

April 4th, 1930

Mr. Nicholle does not seem to be prepared
to give the Minister all the arbitrary powers he
requnegly, but is in favonr of leaving this power in
the hands of the whole Cabinet. Mr. Nicholls sat
down in cold silence an far a8 his party was con-
cerned, but the Nationalists cheerad him,

Mr, W, A. Deane, of Maritzburg, who is nothing
if not bluul, stated that public opinion in Natal is
solidly behind this Bill. That staternent was
chrored by the Government benches, and the SAP's
looked very upset.—XKand Laily Mail

Break-Up Of The Pact

—— r— w—

While the shock suffered by the National Party
in the Provincial elections was expected by many
of those acqmainted with the political position in
the Transvaal, apologists are siill seeking to explain
away the pseneational decrcase in the Nalional
majorities.

Ermelo, Standerton, Bethal and Carolina have
all retarned South African Party members, thus
reverting to the old lLonis Botha tradition and to
the allegiances which the National Party leaders
have attempted so consistently and deaperately to
deslroy. There are pigns that the getbacksa in these
elections may precipitate a orisia within the National
Party. Such a crisie is ungnestionably pending, in
spile of the deniale in the party Fresa.

There is definite information of a move In the
Tranavaal to call a meeting of the ohairmen and
secretaries of all the district commitices of the
party. While the ostonsible object of this meeting
is the discassion of organisation, it is understood
that an attempt is to bo made to pass a resolution,
seking the Prime Minister to divorce the National
Parly from ita alliance with Laboar,

General Hertzog has now stated, according to
the National Party Press, that the alliance with
the Labour Party will bo most faithfully observed,
“If thisie the case, it will mean that a most
astounding state of affairs is being allowed to exist,"
stated one of the National Pariy's leading followers
in Pretoria, “Are we,” ho asked, “to maintain
un alliunce with people in whom we have no
confidence?”’

The general feeling, however, is that General.
Hertzog will be compelled to yield to the demand
of his followers for the termination of tha Pact,

—HRand Daily Mail

Anglo-Egyptian Conference

A Reuter's messige from London dated March
31 stateg 1—

Mr, Arthar Henderson, Secretary of Btate for
Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the Government, wel-
comed the English and Egyptian fdelegates at the
opening of the Anglo-Egyplian Couference. He
said that they bad met 1o peal by trenty a friendehip
of two peoples whose interests wore identical in
many respecte.

Mr. Henderson said that ho refused to contemplate
the passibility of fuilare. He declared that Egypt
should be ensbled, a8 a free and independent
sovereign State, to play'u part in the comity of
nations befitting her ancient greatness and modern
progress,

Nahas DPashs, replying, sald thut past failurew of
negotistions bad nobt dissonraged them in the
determination to reach a loyal undersianding with
Britain. They were convinced that the tusk would
be snccessfully uchieved. It was natural that
Britain, “Mother of Liberty,” shounld joyfunlly
greet the entry of Euypt, “Mother of all civilisation,”
into the Loeague of Nations,

The Conference then sat privately,
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A New Outlook On India

Thus the Indian Retweiw:—

A writer in The Specialor pleads for a new mental
outlook on India. Too often the attention of atates-
men is focussed on the jmmediate problems con-
fronting them and the vision of the future is
ohecared by endless controversiea over the present.
The writer is not concerned with the immediate
form of Government to be pnt into foree in India
but he urges “that thero shonld be a new mentsl
ontlook in the country towards India, its problems
and its peoples, and a greater tendency on the part
of the politically-minded in India to appreciate ounr
diffienlties. Assuming that there is no higher des-
tiny before India than as a free member of the
Rritiah Commonwealth of Nations, people of good-
will in both countries should try to dissipate the
misanderstandings that have arieen dnring the past
quarter of & centary,”

Tt ia ueeless to say that all is well with British
Indian relations. On the one hand there is in India
feeling of considerable restiveness nnder the limita-
tions of foreign rnle; wbile on the other hand
Englisbmen go on regarding India as “the chief
dependency of the British Empire.” This attitude
natarally exacerbates the feolings of the Indian
intelligentsia,

“In fact nothing could be more harmful to friend-
ship between two peoples tban the confused think-
ing of pome of the writers in the British press on
India, who Beek to inflame the British electorate
sgainst reform by telling it that some suggested
course of aclion in India might jeopardise British
trade worth many millions, Writors snch as these
seem to think that Graat Britain’s attilnde shounld be
measured in pounds, shillings and pence and they
do not see that the sonrse of action which they re-
commend is calcnlated to cause just that decline of
British trade in India which they most fear, Sooner
or later, we must atinpe onr minds to the thought
that [ndia is an equal; that an Indian is entitled to
just as much respect and considerution from us as
a Japanese or the citizen of any other country; that
there must be no more patronage and condenscen-
sion in our attitude and that considerations of
materinl advantage must ot weigh with na,”

The writer goes on to point ont that the only
question for the Englishman, sincerely desiring that
India shall remain a part of the British Common-
wealth, to ask himself whenever any course of
acli(;n? affecting India is proposed is: is it for India’s
g00(

“Are we ready to get ont of onr minds the thought
that in our relations with India force is the ulli-
mate arbiter and consequently that we can impose
our will in the last rvsort? Are we prepared to
accord to India the right to withdraw from the
British Commonweaith, should she desire to «lo 80,
8 right which, anybow, by implication, we have
admitted in the case of Canads, and Sonthk Africa
and the other dowminions? If Canada were to eay
tomorrow that sho wished to withdraw from the
British Commonwealth, which God forbid, not a
single British bayonet would be raised. Little
minds and great Empires makes bad bed-fellows
a8 Burke aid. If the British people were to pursue
a policy of friendship towards India, we think they
wounld b surprised at the resnlta,. We agree with
Mr. Gandbi that India’s permanent position in the
British Commonwealth would be much more secure
if based on the goodwill of the people of India
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rather than on force. Batif we can assure Tndian
Nationalists that an increasing number of Englishmen
see their point of view and are genminely anxions
to advance the welfare of [ndia by every meana in
their power, we mast ask them in turn to throw
their weight into the ecales on the side of con-
etliation.”

To the writer, who was somewhat closely con-
nected with the Irish affairs before the ontbreak of
the “Anglo-Irish War,” there seems to be an analogy
between Ireland and India. ’

“@reat Britain failed at that time, because of her
inability to see the gitnation from the Southern
Irishman’s point of view, and within two years she
had to.climb down, and give away more than Irish
men would have beeu satisied with two years
previousaly.”

The writer contemplates with dismay the con-
gequences of mutnal misanderstanding between
Eugland and India, He rightly warna Britain of
the impanding menace to world peace “if the leaders
of Tndian opiniocn think that there is a lack of
sympathy in England with their aspirations, and a
failure to recognize that times have changed.”

“Cannot we in Great Dritain make use of our
golden opportanity to-day and show that we want
to be friends with India, that we know that in the
last resort India will not remain a part of the
British Commonweaith unless the majority of her
people wish to do eo, and that Lthe politically-minded
Indian desiring freedom for bis country is jast as
much entitled to his views as the Englishman.
Whatever India’s fature form of government may
be, who can eatimate the good that would resalt
from British-Indian friendship? Au alliance of the
British and Indian peoples, both of them free
partners in our World Commonwealth, would have
an inflnenca npon world peace impossible to over-
estimate. The British people have a great oppor-
tnnity at the present time of winning Indian friend-
ship. Will they rise to the occasion »”

A Remedy For Native Unrest
And Discontent

Suggested By Port Elizabeth Evangelical
Church Council

Port Elizaheth, April 1.—The Port Elizabeth
Evangelical Choreh Council (Earopean), in a special
resolution which has been couveyed to the Govern-

‘ment, expresses serious concern at the many evi-

dences of unrest and discontent among the Native
people of the Union, and, while deprecating all
violations of the law by any sections of the popula-
tion, is deeply convinced that a continuance and
possible increase of the mnrest and discontent re-
ferred to is probable nnless resolute efforts are made
to ascertain the canses of an agitation that may
arrest the peaceful progress and proaperity of the
country.

The Council, in the iuterests of peace and good
order, respecifully asks that the Parliament of the
Union, in connection with certain legislative
measures now before it, or likkely at a later date to
be brought before it, will make it possible for per-
sons lruly representative of the Native people, such
a8 Magistrates and missionarics and responsible
chiefs and headmen, to be invited to consultation
with any seleet committee that may be uppointed
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by Parliament, eo that thelr visws and convictions
may ha elicited on matters of publie policy  that
vitally affect the Nutive people,

Native Bills

Thoe Uonneail further boga permimion in this oon-
nection to refor to what are called the Native Hills
introdnesd to Parlisment at 1o inatanes of tho
Prime Minister. Itia of opinion that Nalive dis
content and narest wonld apewedily he lessened, amd
at ne distant date he allogether removed, were the
principle observed by Parliament of regularly in-
viting the expression of Nalive opinion on mattera
closely tonching their especial interesta before snch
legriglation is completed by Parliament and promul-
gated with tho ferce of established law. Finally,
the Conncil respeetfolly urges npon the Government,
and the Parlinment of the Union the wisdbm of
deferring the passing of the Iill dealing with Native
representation in Parlisment uniil anch time as fnll
opportunity has beon pgiven to reprasentatives of
Native opinion to express, temporntoly yet plainly,
their judgment on a maiter of snoh importance,

— Renter.

| Palestine Qutbreak

A Rentor's message from Landon ataten:—

Thq Commission of Inquiry ipto the distarbances
in Palestine during Angnst, 1929, hap jssned its
raport.

Tho Commisaion comes to the general conclusion
that the ontbrepk from the heginning was inexcus-
ahble, hut unpremeditates). The attask by Arabs on
Jews waa dne Lo animapity conseqnont on dissapaint-
ment regarding their palitieal and natinnal agpirationp
and fear of their economic foinre. The autbrenk
was pat intonded as revalt againat the British peaple.

Clear Statement Wanted

The report adda that the difMenlties inherant in
the Balfour Deelaration and mandate aye factors of
papremo imporiance, and a clear alatament of policy
by His Majesty’'s Govornment {8 cesontinl o the
good government of Palestine. Snch piatement of
policy shonld be jssued at the carliest possible
moment, declaring that tha Governmont intends
fully to enfores that policy. The valne of the
statement will be enhanen? it it containa a precise
defipition aof the papaage of $he mandate providing
for the safegumarding of tho righis of non-Jewish
communities.

Some Caus:es Of Trouble

The reporl thon ennmorsntes some of tha immediate
caunses which were responsihle for distnrbances,
and ingtances tha wailing wall, the antlvities of the
Soclety for the Proloction of Moslem Ioly Places,
Enciting Presn articles, and tho inwlegnacy of the
military and polico foraes.

The Mufti of Jorusalem, throngh forming socicties
for the defence of the Mostem holy places, was
partly responsibla for distnrbancey tf;nugl:t it was
nnt intended to ulilleo n roliglous cumpaign s
a means af inciting disorders, but regarding in-
novations of iractice introdneed in the neighbour-
hood of the Wailing Wall littla blame eyn bo attachod
to the Muft.

Unproven Charges
The Mnfti oco-operated with tha Government in
restoring peace, amil the charges mads by Zioniats
that the Paleatine Aralh) Exeentive organised dis-
tarbances wore not proved.—Fiand Daity Mwi.
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Verulam Indian Debating Society

The nbove Socioty was Inangarated abont twelve
months ago, and the Secrelarg’s report prosentod at
the half-yenrly General Meating, clearly showed
that grent progrem had been made.

The object of the Bociety is to unite the young
Indian community, and by means of leciyres and
debaten to give them an opporinnity of benefitting
intollectnally and socinlly. The memborship rell
showed an Increass during the year, and the con-
gratulations of the Bocloty are due to all those who
assisted to bring the Sosiety into existenoa.

The following were daly electod us  offios-
bearers during the enrront year.,

Patrons : Moasrs, M. Raghavajee, .J. 8. Joghuas, O.
Raghavajoo, Preaicdlent : Me. V. Subben, Lifo Vice-
President : Mr. M. Juggath, Vice Presidentn : Mesara.
W. Pandy, M. Roapnarain, 8, M, Singb, M. Jaggnth,
0. Kisten, Hon. Becrelary: Mr. M. Roopnarain,
Assit. Hon, Sccretary : Mr. A. Ramkelawon, Trea-
suror: Mr, M. Ragbuvajoan, Anditor: Mr. C. Kistep,
Exeontivo Commillee: Mesars, 8. M. Singh, R.
Nunkno, V., Sabben, M. Roopnarain, M. Raghavajee,
Official Correapondent : Mr. 8. M. Singh,

P—

The Gokhale Anniversary

The following appeava in The Hindy (Madvras) :—

The 19th of Febraury was absorved ng the Gokhale
Day hy the locul Liborals. A weollpg wna holid in
tha Doceun Subha, undor the predideniship of Hao
Bahwlinr Chinmulgund, when Mr. Nualsrajun, tha
Kditor of the fudian Larly Mail dolivermd an ipterest-
ing and loeld mlideess on the principles of Mr.
Qokhalae. He hricilly mentionad how ha came into
the {irst contact with Mr, Gokhnle by his slvanu
defonce of the apology, which Mr. Geokhala oflered
to Gavernment on landing in India in 1397, He
aaill overy gentlomun mnst have adopled the eame
attitnde when he was convineed of untruthfulpess
aof tho reparts, on which bo had based his eommonts
on the Governmenl's copdnet. Mr. Gokhnle was
alwaya patriotic in-hig conduct. Tn behaving ta-
wavila the foreigners, he poyer ronoupced pride in
his own Motherlund whother in dofealing the alject
of Mr. Lovat I'ruper, who wanted to oust Me, I M.
Metha from the Mayorship of tha Bombay Corpora-
tion, or in fighting for the cnuse of the Indiang in
South Africn. The lute Mr, @nkhale was always
guided by the principles of patriotimn.  In fighting
with his opponents, he war alwaye libersl,  Te was
rightly deseribod by Sir Plestwond Wilsen ne the
Qlaudstono of Indin, 1In his ighls with the Govern-
menl (hrough the -Connell, ha wan excecdingly
straight-forward, o bad no ganile about him. He
hal a slrong senso of duty and it was manifested
whoen he was working for the foundation of the
"Sorvants of India Hociety.” He never allowed
bhinpelf a wink of slerp when he had to discharge
somoe duty whiclh hs bl underiaken wpon himself.
As regards tho goal of Indin, Me. Qokhnle atood for
Dmninion  stiine, that I8 to sy, independenas
within the Empiro plus something more:

Lo 1I11] s
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. Wealth .And Welfare

~ BY RABINDRANATH TAGORE I THE
e * MODERN REVIEW”

The standard of living in modern times has been
raised far bigher than the average level of our
necessity. Whero the temptation of high living,
normally confined to a negligible small sectiop of
the community, becomes widespread, its ever-grow-
*ing burden is snre to prove fatal to civilisation. Jt
forces rociety not only to make provision for the
“filling of the vessel to the brim, which bas its own
Jimit, bot also for the overtlow. This excess, if 3t
ia for creative purposes, ia a giin, and the expendi-
.tnre is made trge by the profit. Bot when it is for
"display snd unproductive self-enjoyment then it
.is an absoluie loss which cam be euffered with
impnnity only within certain bounds.

The tendency towards extravagance ig nataral {o
man, it is to make manifest his power, his magns-
nimity. There was s time when it found its play
mostly in the emrroundings of a king, in the ex-
“pression of a communal spirit in religion and other
. collective sentiments. The poorest and the meanest
‘among the citizeng found his dignity represcnted
.in the pnhlic buildings and the porup and ceremonies
.of pnblic life. This conld never give rise to the
peraonal feeling of envy or fory of insane emulation,
Most of the expressions of any great sorplus of life
and wealth was delicated to the commnunity. The
‘ dark plante merely represent themselves, the radiant
star, in its excesa of light, represents the constel-
‘lation: and the wealth reaching that degree of
‘radiance wbich exceeds the obscure limits of
. perRonal neceesity once did belong to the illnmination
.of 2 whole society. This prevented the nuniversal
-compelition in wastefnlness which to-day is exhanst-
ing homan energy and the material reeources of
the earth,

_ In former daye, in India, pablic opinion levied
‘heavy taxes upon wealth and most of the public
works of the couniry were volunlarily smpported
by the rich. Water-gupply, medical help, alucation
and amusement were natnrally maintained by men
of property through a spontaneons adinetment of
muoinst obligetion, This was made poesible, becanse
the limits set to the individoal right of self-
indulgenas were mprrow, and the sarplos wealth
eagily followed the channel of social responsibility.
In such a eaciely, property was the pillar that
gapported it8 civilisstion, and wealth gave oppor-
tunity to the fortunate for self-racrifice.

There are some who believe that the eradication
of the idea of property will give the communal
spirit its fall freedom. Bat we must know that
the nree which bas given rise to property, is some-
thing funamental in human natnre. If yon have
the power yon may tyrannically do violence to all
that constitates property; bnt youn eannot change
the constitution of mind itself.

Properly is medinm for the expression of onr
personality. If we look at the negative aspect of
this persopality, we see in it the limits which
sepereie one person from anolber, And whapn, in
some men, this sohse of scparaicness iakes on an
intrpse emphaosis, we c¢all them selfish. Bat its
pogitive aspect recenls the trath, that it is the only
medinm through which men cn enmmunicate with
one another. Most often and for most men, pro-
perty is the onty frame that can give a foundation
for the creation of s personal world, It is not
msrely money, not merely furnitore; it does not

.........

represent merely acquaisitiveness, but i3 an
objective manifestation of our taste, our imagination,
our constructive faculties, our desire for seif-
pacrifice.

Through this creative limitation which is our
personality, we receive, we give, we express. Our
highest social training s to make our property the
richest expression of the best in us, of that which is
nniversl, of our individuality whose greatest illami-
nation is love. As individuals are the units that
build the community, so property is the aunit of
wealth that makes for communal property, when it
is alive to ils fanction. Our wisdom lies not in
destroying separateness of nnits, bot in naintaining
the spirit of unity in its full strength.

When life is simple, wealth does not become too
exclusive, and iandividoal property finds no great
difficulty in acknowledging its commanal respon-
sibility, rather, it becomes its vehicle.

But with the rise of the atandard of living,
property changes its aspect. It phuts the gate of
Lospitality, which is the best means of social inter-
communication, It displays ite wealth in an
extravagance which ia self-contred. It begets envy
and irreconcilable class division. In short, property
becomes anti-social. Because, with what is called
material proeress, property bas become intensely
individualistic, the method of gaining it has bacome
a matter of science and not of socfal ethica, J&
breaks social bonds; it draine the life sap of the
community.

There are always insects in our harvest fisld
which, in spite of their robbery, leave a snificient
sarplus for the tillers of the soll, and it does not
pay to try to exterminate them. But when some
pest that has enormous powers of self-multiplication,
attacks our food crop, it has to be dealt with as a
calamity. In human society, in norma! circamstances,
there are a number of causes that make for wastage.
yet it does not cost us too much to ignore them,
Bat to-day the blight that has fallen on our socisl
Jife and its resounrees is disastrous, because it is not
resiricted to limited regions. It is an epidemie of
voracity that has infected the total area of
eivilization,

We all now-a-days claim onr right of freedom to
be exiravagant in onr enjoyment. Not to be able
to waste as much mpon individual gratification as
my rich neighbonr does, merely proves a poverty
of which I am ashamed., and agsinst which my
women-folk and my parasites are permitted to
cherish their grievaace. Thus, society, which
sheuld be our field of co-nperation, has become that
of competition, in which, through its tyrannfeal
standard of respectability, all the members are
goading one another to spoil themselves to the
uttermost limit.

Civilization to-day has tarned into a vast catering
establishment. It maintains constant feasia for a
whole population of glattons, The intemperance
which counld safely have been tolerated in a fow
has spread its contagion to the mnultitade. The
upiversal greed, prodoced as a consequence, is the
canse of the meanness, cruelty and lies, in polilics
and commerce, that vyitiate the whole hnman
atmosphere.

A civiliztion with gach an upnataral sppetite
must depend for its existence upen numbesless
victims, and these are being sought in those parts
of the world where human flesh ia cheap. In Asia
and Africa a bartering goea on, wheraby the fature
hope and happinesn of entire peoples are sold far
the sake of providing fastidiona Imshien with sn
endless train of vubbish.
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The consequence of such material and moral
drain j8 more evident when one studies the con-
ditions manifested in the fatners of the cities and
_the physical and mental anwmia of the villages,
almost everywhere in the world. For cities have
become inevilably imporiant. They repreeent energy
and materials concentrated for the satisfaction of
that exaggerated appe‘ite, which is the characteriatic
gymptom of modern civilization. Such an abnormal
devouring process cannot be carried on, unless
cortain parta of the social bedy conspire and
organire to feed upon the whole. This is aunicidal;
bat before ita progreesive degeneracy ends in death,
the disproportionate enlargement of the particular
section looks formidably great, and conceals the
starved pallor of the entire body,—the smorifics of
"the large maintaining ihe small in ils enormity,
and cresting for the time helng an illnsion of wenlth,

The capital needed for the commerce of life
aconmulates in villages; the city draws upon that
for. its varions functions of civilization. So long
a# these are prodactive and creative, it is no losa.
But when a disproportionate part of it goes to
gupply fuel to the fire of an extravagant self-
jndnlgence, precious materials of life are rednced
to ash heaps. In a fire-play of recklessness the
spendtbrift exhauets his fature in making a barn-
ing.rocket of his immediate present, sending it up
to the void in a dazzling speed of progress. Bat it
is a brilliant process nf dissolution, becanse by its
erratic excesses the food is consumed not for feeding
. life but fer pampering a flame of passion.

News In Brief

A Reuter's message from Surat dated April 2
- umu’s b3 L R IR
Mr. Gandhi bas arrived here. He addressed a
* ‘meeting 4t which the resignstiona of 170- village
officers were announced. It is understood that
1,000 volunteers were enrolled.
. . o

Mr. Paul Kern, of Budapest, who wag injored in
the sleep-nerves during the Great War, bas uot slept
for the last 15 years. He continues to be healthy and
doctors are trying to eolvo his case.—7he Hindu,

: —o—

A resl cave man has beea found living in a eave
near a baboon's lair on the Drakensberg range,
about 10 miles from Van Reenen. A youug Nalive
wanted on 3 serions charge chose thia abode, living
on wild game he captured and baving as his
neighbours a troop of baboons. He was arrested by
the Van Reenen police pergeant, who, after a
atrennons search by the aid of a tor~hlight flashad
into a cave, fonnd the man, who was olad in a rheep-
skin. The acecuged wag brought w Ladysmiw,
where he was remanded for mediczl examination,
a8 it is believed he is demented.—Nalal Adverliser.

0w +
%1 worked for the Corporation for & month, and
left bocauge it was hard work,” stated an Indian
who pleaded guilty before Mr. G. A. Whitelaw,
additional Magistrate of Durban, to stealing o blanket
off a bad on a verandah in Gale Street, “Fourtwen
days’ imprisonment witk bard labouwr,” said the
Magistrate, “and when you come out find honest
work.” :

' N, Wi

Bishop Frederick Fisher of Calentta has been
extended the privilege. of admission to Baddbist
Monasteries recontly at Barma. He is said to be
the firat Missionary to enjoy this privilege. '
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BOOKS FOR SALE

Satyagraha in South Africa
By M. K. Gandhi,
Price o Shillings,

Self-Restraint

Versus

Self-Indulgence
By M, K. Gandhi
Price 3 Shillings

The Stery of My Experiments
with Truth

Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi
Yol. 1.Price S. 10 6. pence
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