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Thank God!

: , ’ ) \
Just as we go to Press we

hdve received the glad news
from johannesburg that a set-
tlerient of the Asiatic question
has been eflected. Mr. Gandhi
paid a visit to Pretorid on
'.Thursday* and had an intet-
view with Mr. Smuts, the re-
sult being that voluntary regis-
tratidn has been accepted, the
Asiatic leaders agreeing to
do ‘their utmost to complete
the registrations within three
months. We need scarcely
.say how delighted we are that
ari amicable agreement has
" been arrived at without loss

of honour or sell-respect

‘| territory of the British Crown.
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II A Shockiing Condition of
; Things

] -

‘ .

THE cablegrmn seut Tast Saturday to
the South Africa British Indizn Com-
wittee in London by our P'ransvaal
brethren tells a shocking tale of cruel-
ty—one that we had fondly hoped
would never need to be told in any
We
are informed that, by the end of last
montbh, it was expected that some 3oo
Indians and Chingse-would be lodged
in gaol, whilst the rest of the commu-
nity would eventnally be liable to
similar hardships. e learn that
amongst those incarcerated are pro-
fessional men, merchants, cletks, haw-
kers, and every grade of worker from
the highest to the lowest. And in the
face of this, we are told that the pro-
ple have been intimidated into refus-
ing to register.  Genera! Smuts, now
some three weeks and more ago, said
that, if the Asiatic conununities werc
to go to him in a body, he would con-
sider the question ol re-opening the
registration ofhces. Not a move has
been made by the two bodies to ap-
proach the Colonial Secretary for that
purpose. The people are grimly de-
termined to loke their all rather than
surrender their honour.

Either General Smuts meant what
he said, when he declared that, if the
leaders were taken, thépllowers would
register, or he did not. 1f the latter,
it is obvious that he was endeavouring
to mislead the public, which we do
not care to suggest. If the former,
he iwas singularly ill-informed, and he
has placed the Government in an ex-
tremely awkward position, from which
extrication is most difficult.

It is scarcely necessary to say that
the last thing in the worid that the
I'ransvaal Indians want is to needless-
ly prolong the present struggle.  Nor
do they wish to accentuate the dJilfi-
culties of the Government, Lverything
that can be done by them, consistent-
ly with the preservation of their hon-
our and their self-respect, will be done.
The community does not consist of a
pack of fmfransigeants, hut of some
thousands of simple-hearted people
whose only desire is to live at peace
with their neighbours, provided that
peace is an honourable one.  What is
wanted, however, is not a truce, but a
permanent settl'emcn‘t.

15T, 1903
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THis 15 A REMARKABLE COLONY.
prides itself opon

Vox et Praeterea having  as  many
Nihi} hard-headed people
19 the square mile

as any other similar-sized area ol the

cally, one (inds mouthing and vapour-
ing such as have taken place at the
Greenwood Park and Durban meetings.
What useful purpose was expected to
be served by these mock-heroic ama-
teur debates it is diflicult to discover,
Crois Pritanmens was obviously on the
warpath, seeking to destroy (with his
tongue) whatsoever unfortunate Indi-
an wight should come acruss his path.
It was an awesome determination ; na
doubt the idea was pood ia itself, hut
it was extremely badly exeeuted. What

bandied about, the cheap humour in-
dulged in, the noisy demagogy that
took the place of reasoned argument,
the only difficrence between these ex-
traotdinary affairs and the Pretoria
bear-garden was that the latter becate
a beargarden beeause the rancous
mob refused to give the more thought-
lul section of the audience an uppor-
tunity to heat both sides, whilst here
the thoughtful clement was, generally
speaking, conspicuvus by s absence,
which probably accounted for the
singular unanimity that was manilest-
ed. One can, in some degree, appre-
ciate the point of view of the detached
outsidet who philusophically observes
! these sporadic outbreaks of what is
technically known as “public opinion.”
Tt is truly wonderful how narrow is the
line of demarcation between such

has sunk to a base degree indeed,
when our tocal representatives of the
Imperial race condescend to express
their matured views in this peculiarly
clmracteristic manner.

APPARENTLY  THE  QUALIFICATIONS
‘ which have fitted

Mr. Rissik on  Mr. Johann Rissik
Impoverishment for the position of
Minister for Native

Affairs in the I'ransvaal are not sufhi-
cient to entitle him to discuss reasen-
ably the question of the Asiatics in
* that Colony, for he was unwise enough
! to suy that the presence of the Asiatics
cuntributed largely tothe impoverished
condition of the people. W have yet

low price is impoverishing stiil further
these people. Mr. Rissik's remark
seems paradoxical, and paradoxes are
notoriously untrustworthy.  Why he,
like Mr. Augustine Birrel in England,
! should still talk about an invasion of
ithc ‘I'ransvaal by Asiatics, when his

o

world's superficies, and yet, patadoxi--

v

with the vulgar personalities that were .

“gpinion” and mob-law. Imperialism

to tearn that the man who enables the .
poorer classes of the population to
purchase the necessaries of life at a



" selves have fogged the issues. .

s
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brother Cabinet Minister goes out of
" his way to rejoice at the fact that at
least 5,000 Asiatics' have left the
Transvaal through ‘sheer fright,’ we are
utterly unable to 1magine.  No doubt

it is capable of explanatiod, but at

present the matter is certainly some-
-what obscure. = Whiist the issues are
concealed by pubtic men holding res-
pensible positions, it is absurd for the
‘Star to state that the Asiatics them-

TTHIS WEEK TWO SERIOUS CASES OF

treachery have occurred
in the Transvaal com-
munity. The first and
mare important is the
application for registration made by
Richard Narasoo of Barberton. He
-was brought before the Magistrate
there, with two others, to be sentenced
to imprisonment for not leaving the
Colony when ordered to do so. The
‘athers” bravely went to gaol; but
Narasoo turned coward. He became
‘afraid, and told the Magistrate that
‘he would register if given a chance.
He said that he did not betore know
what the law was, and that when in
Johannesburg the leaders there in-
timidated him. Both of these state-
ments are not true, for Narasoo knew
English very well and could read the
‘Registration Act in Fnglish.  More-
over, to our certain knowledge, he
had presided over many mectings at
which be had explained the Law to
his brethren there.  As to his being
intimidated in Jobannesburg by the
leaders, even the Governmcent bas
hiad to confess that the only “in-

Two Bad
Cases

" timidation " used by British Indians

was. a strict boycotl, including the
withdrawal of social intercourse. 7he
sooner Narasoo’s name 15 forgotten
by the community the better.. The
second case is that of Jrancis Naray-
ansamy, who told the Mauistrate at
Pretoria that he had Tailed to, registor
because he had been afrid to make
application owing to threaty of per-
sonal violence extended to him by
some of the pickets. Upodn investi-
gation we learn that Mr.  Naravan-
samy’s history is somewhat as foltows,
Last year he received a sentence of
imprisonment with hard labour far
itlicitly supplying natives with liquor,
in contravention of the Liquor Law.
His wife served a term of imprison.
ment for a similar offence.  Upon
his release, bis knowledge and ex-
perivnee were considerced by the Gov-
erament to be so peculiar and exten-
sive, a5 [0 cause them 1o offer bim a
position in the Criminal Investigation
On the 14th of last
month, whilst stili in the service of
that department, he made application
for registration to the Registrar of
Asiatics, who, however,. on the 17th
refused 10 issue a certificate.  In the
face of these facts, he had the hn-
pudence to plead that he bad not

~applivd for registration through fear

of personal violente. It is pussinz

L]

strange that not a single Indian has
so far been brought before the Courts
for intimidation ! .

THEFEW N ENGLAND WHO ADVERSELY
criticise the action of the
Transvaal Indians have
involved themselves in o
terrible tangle of misap-
prehensions. Lord Marris, for instance,

A Hopeless
Muddle

| is unable to understand why British

Indians in the Transvaal object to
giving photographs or finger-prints
when European travellers to the Con-
tinent do likewise. 1t would be a
remarkable logical fallacy if enly the
facts were as Lord Harris puts them.
But they are not. In the case of In-
dians in the Transvaal, they are
already fn the Colpny, and are long
resident there.  Moreover, they are
specially selected from amongst the
whole of the surrounding population
for this peculiar form of diflerentiation
that is applied, in the Trunsvaal, only
to Criminals. The analogies drawn
by lLord Harris and other adverse
critics are singularly ill-conceived, and
thoughtless utterances of this nature
only increase the tension and intensily

the ditficulties uf the present unhappy

situation.

WE DO NOT QUITE KNOW WHAT T0O

makeof Ar, Van Rens-
Was it a Hint? burg's statement, at

the lnst meeting ol the
Roodepoort Town  Council, that
¢ Municipalities bud been invited by
the Government to co-operate with
them in the action they were tuking.”
1t is not at all clear whether Mr. Van
Rensburg, a lawycr, be it said, actuaily
meant that the Fransvaal Government
had issued private circulars asking
the Municipalities to pass resolutions
to strengthen Leneral Smuts' hands,
or whether an extensive interpretation
has heen disingenuously given to the
well-konown  circular issued by the
Colonial Secretury to Town Councils,
asking thuem to co-operate in the mat-
ter ol refusing trading-licences to non-
registered  Asiaties, . We  prefer to
aceept the latter supposition, because
the alternative suggestion éarries with
1t the charge that the Governnwent
have deliberately enginecred an arti-
ficial anti-Asiatic agitation, in order
to induce the Imperial Government
o helicve that they were supported
by the unanimous opinion of the
white Transvaal, We all know how
these  public meetings  bave been
organised.  Legislators and thought-
ful peuple have, as a rule, carefully
avoided them, and the speakers have
usually condemned themselves out of
their own mouths, by the ignorant
exaggeration that characterised most
of their utterances. It is plain hat
most of those who composed these
* representative ™ gatherings were un-
der the impression that the Registra-
tion Law 'was intended to expel, and
not to identily, the lawfully resident

Asiatic community. If the Transvaal

Government are directly or indirectly’

responsible for this political pheno-
menon, there will be a heavy reckon-

ing for them in the not distant future.

Asiatic Blue Book
Published in London

Lord Elgin's Criticisms

{
Loundon, January 28th.—A very ex-
tensive Bluoe Book has been issued
dealing with the Transvaal and Asia-
“tics. - :
Lord Elgin, at the outset, urges the

Press Qpinions

relaxing of restrictions, though he-

feels he is not justilied in resisting
the general wish of the colonists.
. The Indian Government writes,
strongly opposing the principles of
restriction. It recognises the Imperi-
al Government must decide- by con-
siderations of other interests, besides
those of British Indians.

Mr. Morley hupes Lord Elgin will
impress on the ‘l'ransvaal the strong
objection from the Imperial stand-
point of exchuding Indians from any
portion of the Empire. Sir Edward
Grey, in reply to the representations
by Mr, Leall, on bebalf of the Chin-
ese, declares he cannot interfere with
the Transvial's own affairs,

A communication from the Indian

Government  urges  provision being

made for the issuc of temporary per-
wits in order to prevent such a gross

scandal as the exclusion of ruling
chiefs and other. distinguished Indi-
ans or Asiatics.
phed to Lord Elgin, that the Trans-
| vaal Government were willing in such
cases that Asiatics should give only
their sighatures. :
Lord Elgin, reviewing the Restric-
tivn Act, regrets that the Transvaal
Covernment are not content with the
education test, and strongly criticises
the wide powers given by the Act

with regard to exclusion, emphasising -

that the exercise of such powers in

the casé of foreigners would create’

serious difficulties. Lord Elgin ac-
cepts the Act, provided that assuran-

ces are given with reference to the

admission of distinguished Asiatics,
and also as to the limitation of expul-
sion.

The Afercury correspondent adds :

Lord Elgin says that he is sure he
can rely an the discrimination of the
Transvaal Government, and hopes ex-
clusion will result in the more favour-
able treatment of the Asiatics lawfully
resident in the ‘Iransvaal. The
Transvaal CGovernment replied, giving
assutances as requested.

Lord Elgin in giving his sanction -

to the Vrededorp Act, says he is satis-
ficd that the measure effects some
improvement in the pesition of Asia-

tics. . '

London, fanuary 29th.—The Dazlj"

Cironicle says the Blue Book empha,_

Lord Selborne re-
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_ sises the complesity of the problen,. !

It shows that the whole Government, |
and not merely Lord Elgin, is respon- |
sible for the sanetion to the Act. It
hopes the Transvaal, having vindicat-
ed the authority of the law, will now
make a concession to Asiatic senti-
ment and Imperial interests,

The Morning Leader says it is a
humiliating correspondence.

The Datly News hopes that the
Transvaal is about to follow the Can-
.adian precedent by remembering the
interest of the Empire.

The Standard says even political
opponents will commiserate with the
- Government in its awkward pridica-
ment.

The Post urges the Liberals and
Conservatives to unite in suggesting
a method for decreasing the nuber
of Indians in Natal, even if the cost
eguals that of the abolition of slavery.
~—Reuter. :

' "'Si)eeé'h by Mr. Lyttelton

A Dangerous Dilemma

Imperial Authorities Responsible

London, Jan, 25.—Mr. Allred Lyt-
telton, AL, late Secretary of State
for the Colanies, speaking at Oswestry,
said that full explanations must be
demanded at the proper time, regard-

ing the action of the Government in
respect to the Asiatic question in the
- Transvaal.

‘He declared that the Home (iov-
ernment - were -responsible for the
painful and dangerous dilemma in
that Colony, which involved either
- resentment it India, and the breach
© ot pledges given by Mr. Chamberlain
and himself, or a contest with the
sclf-governing Colonies,—Reuter.

London, [an, 25.—In his specch
at Oswestry, last night, Mr, Lyttclton
suid that he did not blame the Trans-

_vual Government, but the Impurial

Government, for the present .\siatic
trouble, as the ‘FPransvaal Gevernment
were indifferent to Imperial respunsi-
Inlities in India. - K

The Stamdard urges the nccessity
for statesmen of the Empire promptly

uniting in endeavours to devise a
practicable policy, and establishin:g
just and harmonious relations between
the vurious races.-Naial Merary,

‘I'HE CoNGRrESS SPEECHES, Messrs,
G. A, Natesan & Co., Esplanade,
Madras, will issue in  January
“ The Surat Congress and Conferen-
ces;” containing a collection of the
Presidentizl. inaugural and other im-
portant speeches and addresses (deli-
vered at the Congress, the Social, In-
dustrial, Theistic, Temperance aud

“mcnt

© the All-India Swadeshi Conferences.
The publication wiit be priced one |
whilling, - -
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Voluntafy

The first definite news of the settle-
ment of the Transvaal Indian question
reached us by way of a cable sent
from London by Reuter. It ruus
thus:  According to the Johannes-
burg correspondent of the Ntandard,
a settlement of the Asiatic question
in the Transvaal has been cliected.
The correspondent states that the
terms comprise the abandonment of
the finger-prints and the acegptance
of signature in licu thereof, and the
release of Mr. Gandhi and others im-
prisoned for failing to register.

Then came the news from Johan-
nesburg that a settlement had indeed
been effected and that a meeting
between Mr. Smuts and Mr. Gandhi
had taken place at I’retoria, which e
sulted in the acceptance of the volun-
tary offer of the Asiatic communities,
Reuter states that the leaders of both
he Indian and Chinese communities
had written a letter to the Colonial
Sectetary stating that opposition had

ever been directed so much against
he fingerprint requirements. as

gainst the element of compulsion,
nd, therefore, they repeated their
fler to undergo voluntary registration

f the Act were repezled, and even at

he present late hour urged the Gov- |
mment to adopt as far as possible |

he course proposed by the Asiatics.

he leaders recognised that it was
mpossible during the recess to repeal
he Act, and noted AMr. Simut's repeat-
'd declarations of the unlikelihood of
u repeal.  The wignatories, however,
pointed out that the registra-
tion perieds under the Act have ex-
pired : therefore, registration  must
necessarily be voluntary, and, there-
fore, they respectfully susgested that
all Asiatics over 16 be allowed three
months within which to register them-
selves, those registering heiny freed
the penalties of the Act, the Govern-
meanwhile taking  whatever
Steps necessary to lepalise such regis-
tration, this also applying to Asiatics
utside the Colony legally entitled (o
return.  The signatories did not ob-
ject to the requirements of the Act,
as far as possible, being observed,
provided the officials did not demand
information offending the religions
sense of the applicunts, and received
discretion to dispense with finger-
prints in the cases ut the edueated or
property owner, or otherwise easily
identifiuble Asiatics, whose stenatures
would be aceepted instead of finger-
impressions. The signatories assumed
that the acceptance of these shggrest-
ions. would mean the suspension of
the prosecutions or punishments dur-
ing the period bamed, the signutorivs
undertaking to use their infuence to
e tieir compatripts b Foister,

SETTLEMENT

"'menl next session.

Registration Accepted -

withdraw countenance from those nos
registering, or those not entitled to
register.  The siynatories stated that
they were sincercly wunious to prove
their toyally and willingness to adopt
& course to end the present difficulty
without violating their cousciences or
inflicting a stigma, .

This tetter was signed by Gandhi
and other leaders, ‘ ‘

The Colonial Secretary, replying
to-day, stated that he appreciated the

i wisdom of the step the Asiatics had

taken in response to his repeated

public declaration that if the Asiatics
volunteered to register in a body the

opportunity would be given them.

The signatories had correctly stated

the legal position—that in default of
registration under the Act, which was

no longer pussible after the expiration

of the notices, Government can only

accept registration in a form similar

to that prescribed by the Act, subject,

as regards regulations, to small alter-

ations which the signatories mention-
uid, and lay the matter before Parlia-
Meanwhile the-
penalties of the Act would not be en-
forced against those so registering. -
The Goverpment accepted the lead-

ers’ assurance that they would use.
their influence with their compatriots

to muke the legislation effective, and

tinad. :

‘The Government seat the following
cable to lLord Elgin: * Gandhi and
ather leaders of Iudian and Chinese
communities have offered voluntary
registration in a body within three
months, provided signatures are only
taken of cducated, propertied, or wetl-
known  Asiatics, and finger-prints of
rest, and thut no questions against
which Asiatics bave religious object-
ions be pressed, Government hawve
acegpted this offer, and unduertaken,
pending registration, not to enforce
penalties under' the Act againat all
those who register,  The sentences of
all Asiatics in prison will be remitted
to-uorrow,  This course has  been
agreed to by both political parties.

Later we received a private telegram
from Johannesbury stating thar Mr.
Gandhi and all other Asiaties had.
been released.

In the Imperial Parliament, Mr.
Harold Cox introduced his amend.
ment to the Address, but on Mr.
Asquith explaining that there was good
reason for depreciating  discussion
for the next few days, as the Govern-
ment had the best ground for hoping
that the negotiations proceeding bes
tween the Transvaal Government and
the leaders of the Indian community
would remove just causes of grievance,

- Mr Cox thereupan withdfew his

amengdmens,
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The Press on the Trans-
vaal Situation v

" Further Interesting Comments

I'he fundee Courier (Natal), o a
well-reasoned article, says -—.

We sincerely regret that many writers und
speakers upon this vexed question seem in-
capable ol considering 1t _wlth minds free
from'bias nnd colour prejudice.  Our desire
is to see the matter deait with in o fair and
just spirit chameteristic of and in n manner
befiting the Xnglish speaking race, . v«
The Indians were hrought here with the con-
sent of and for the benehit of the Furopeans,
they have become extensive traders and ob-
tained a-sense of security and of right to
remain as British subjects in British Colonies,
11 ix not only impolitic but highly unjust to

" furce them to sacrifice the labour of years,
and subject them by indignity and imprison.
ment to such abject fear thar they will flee
the conntry.  We can only say that such a
puliey practiced by the late Boer Guvernment
on the Uitlanders resulted in the Loer War
The sume argument in America that the black
slave was not entitled to rights and freedom
with the whites resulted in tie American Civil
War.
which will take many generations of goed and
wise gavernment to-heal.  You may ohpress
_the Indians unlil they all flee the country in
foar or rtesist by saliering and waste their
days in prison, but it will not bring back the
prosperity to us, whe have spent oo many of
our years in speculation and extravagance
and too little in the production of useful
necessaries of lile by the arts or industry anid
labour. . . . . . Ifweallow the In-

Both these wars feft very sore feclings |

—

dian communily to live'mnd ttade in 2 wan-

ner which would seriously reduce or endanger
the comfort and health fof the  Furopean
pupulation it is our own faull, no onc can
complaint should we subject them o regula-
tions and Iaws suflicient W protect ourselves,

but when we ga beyond this and create o’

‘position where the best educated and leading
members of the Indian conununity will sufier
imprisomuoent and pose s manives rather
than accept if, there is no denying we have
vverstepped the mark.

The Natal Mercury, discussing the
opening of the Imperial Parliament,
remarks :

South Africa, unfortunately, will probably
figure more prominently in the debates in
Parliament this year than even it did in the
last,  The Chinese guestion in the Transvaal
is settled, but the situation which has arisen
1 conmectinn with the British Indians is cer-
tain (o cavse the Government very much
preater embarrassiment than anything they
have had to deal with fur a loog e, Jie-
cause the strongest eriticism of el attitule
will come from some of U ablest and st
infleential of their own paty,  Lord 15lgin,
in plain hguagre, has made a mess of the
whole Lusiness, aod the Government prence-
ally will Imve a very difficull task 1o satisfy
even their own supporlers that they have not
aliowed themselves to be tandwd in o well-
nigh impossible position, asthie puardinns and
trustees of the subject races of the Empire. .
A blunder has been committed
which may have fur-reaching cansequiences
for the Government, and the hlunder is all
the worse in so far that it could have been
avuided without running contrary to the de-
sires and necessities of e Transvual, but,
whatever happuens, there ean be lttle SyIm-
pathy with Lord Llgin and his colleagues in
any diflicelties they may be faced with, as,
in their dealings with this country as & whol,
the Liberals have pot been the friends of the
British Colonists.

The Cape, in its issue of the r7th
ulto., says:

In one of his llaminatipg stndies of the re-
latlon® helwean Asin and Furope Alr, Mere-
dith "Vewngend gleciared that the  Hritish

L

Fmpire in India is the most marvellous ex-
amphe the workd has ever seen of the possi-
Likity of goveming fJmman. beings though
absiret principles, shen those principles in-
clude impartial justice, perfect tolerance, and
the most absolule respect, not only for per.
sonad freedom, but for personal idiosynemey.
Iovery Ladian, ke said, is guaranteed his hife,
his Bilieety, his property and his honour, and’
as he universally approves those principles,
whon applied, he desists from dangerous vp-
position and becomes a quict citizen. 1M the
coucinsions which Mr. Townsend furmed in
a Jong life devoted 1o the subject are correet,
we can understand the conception which the
Indians have of their status as British subjects
aml the horror which the recent legislution of
the Transvaal inspires in them. It the Indi-
wn helicves that being a British subjest means
that his life, his liberty, his properiy amd his
honour are guaranteed, we doubt wilulll;:r it
is intimidation, as General Smuls asserts, thigt
restrains the Indian in the Transvaal from
complying with the recent Trapsvial Taw.
We rather fear that General Smwmls ix ap-
proaching a ditficult problem with insuliicient
knowledge and a lack of sympathy., Kuro-
peaus have their own conception of jusiice,
tolerince and respect for freedom, and that
conception should inspire their dealipys even
with thase whom they do not and cannot un-
derstamd, I their imellectual gmlities can
help them bat little in this respect, there is
all the more reasun why they should adhere
to their mozal principles. . e .
We think that the law of development of the
European population itsell prohibits differ-
ential treatment of diflerent classes of the in-
habitants.  The South African Colonies may
have to refuse adinission 1o the bulian, but
once they admit him they must treat him with
the same justice, tolerance and respeet for his
freedom as the European demands. So fong
as South Africans uphold the principles of
their own civilisation, they may loave the
question wirether England will retain Inedin
onthe knees ol the gods, . . . . The'
plain trath, as someone said the other day, is
that most of these people whe pphobl the
new Transvaul Law and condemn the Indjans
as fanatics or the dupes of fanatics, hope in
their inmost hearts that the Indinns wilh not
comply with thedaw.  They merely wunt an
exense Lo drive them oul of the country.
When you discuss the sitnation with any of
that large number of Europeans, hete amk
clsewhere, who sympathise with the Trns-
vanl lzw, they are sure (o tell vou in the heat ¢
of the argument, that ** this must be a white
man’s country” and that **these Indians are
the ruin of the whole white population and
must be cleared out.™. That is the spirit of
the man in the street.. Qut with the Indians !
The last thing that he desires is that the In-
dian resistance should end and that the Indi-
ans shoukd fall in with the Jaw,  Mosy of the
Indians themselves are aware of this hage
hypocrisy, and the knowledge fs seareely like-
Iy to increase their respuct for the European,
or their admiration Tor that Britisk honesty
and straghtforwardmess aboul which they
have been Lught so much, .

The Star (January 23), remarks ;

There was a real risk all the same in the
simple and intelligible spectacle of a handful
ol mes in open defiance of the law of the
land ; and for that reason, il fur no other, we
shall always hold that the Government show-
el the truest wisdom when they decided 1o
make conspicuous examples of Mr, Ggmlhi
and his companions. R

But now that they have: made it perfectly
clear that the law is not te be defied with
impunity by anyone, the time has come when
the Government may reasonably take sjuck of
the position afresh, . . . What
steps do the Guvernment propose to take
when Mr, Gandhi emerges from prison on
March gth 2 We assume that he will still be
unregistered—or do the prisun authorities
demand the necessary number of finger im-
pressians from all their imnates? It would
certain)y be one solution of the problem of
identifteation, which afier all, is o}l that any-
ane wants, {f M1, Gandbl snd his fellow-re.

SWIET awere 10 submit to registration, nnt
. ) .

* . FEBRUARY

" gua Asiaties, hat g prisoners.  We offer

the suggestion (o Mr. Smwts for what it is'
worlh.  Assuming, howevee, that Mr, Gandhi
emerges unregistenad, whal is ta e the next
step? “The alternatives seem to be (1) de-
pottation, {2) a further term nf:mpn_so_nmgnl,
ard {3) seme new method of administering
the law which would really achieve lhc_ ol
jeet with which it was framed. - That object,
as Mr, Smuts has constantly and - clearly
pointed out in the face of an ggitation which
hus incessantly changed its ground, is neither
the deportation of the Asiatic community nor
its perpetual imprisunment, but ity empplete
identification in such noway as fu put a sjop
1o Asiatic innnigration in the future,  The
Govemment, therefore, will really have fuiled
in their object if they are compelled to resort
as Lhey are legally entitled to resort, 1o either
of the twa fiest alternatives, ks the third -
ternative fensible?  Ylithero we have con-
sistently refrained from sapporting any solu-
tion of the deadlock which could even he
qunigd as 2 comproniise, heeause compropise
wis oul of the questivn so logye as the Jendjuy
Asiatics were openly inciting thejr copalri-
ots to try a full with the' Government,  But
the Government have shown theiv strength so
unmistakably by this fime that they can af-
ford to consider ways and means without em-
basrassment or loss of dignity. [ they can
devise any more successful plan for carrying
out the essential principle of the Registration
Law, about which everyone is agreed, by al-
tering the methods of administration, about
which'no one cares a pin, this is cleatly the
moment to giveitatnal, . . . . . It
ought to be almost unnecessary at this time
of day lo repeat that there is ne longer any
yuestion of allowing  the country 10 be
“fooded ” with Asiatics, Their own leaders
openly depreciate it just as strongly as any-
one clse, and with very good reason. 1t is -
quite brrelevant, therelore, to discuss the
tights and wrongs of Asiatic immigration jn
general, and of British Indian immigmtion in
particakir, or to compare the coolie trader
favourably with the lowest class of Enropean
immigrants, or e versa 10 conplain that
the existing Asiatic communily is 5 menace
to a ‘“*white man's country.”  The settled
policy of the “Transvaal is to respect the
rights of the Asiutics lawfully domiciled jn
the eountry in the past, while closing the
door 1o future immigrants, and the enly ques-
tion at issue is how 1o caery ont that policy
eflectively.

The Tunes of Nata! comments gs
follows on the. indentured Indian
questiop !

These Indians have been brought here by
ourselves:  Their Govepnment was and js not
F:lrlicular]y anxious that they should come
here. We bring them here for our pwn con-
venience and profits “we all cmiploy them
mare or less™ (as Dr. McKenzie says); not o
few of us help to establish them in business
or huy in their stores, and yet we have the
audacity and liypocrisy to get up on platforms
and play the role of pale-fuced martyrs, and
Lleat about the appalling depravity of the [n-

“dinn, and the quin he s bringing on the

colomy.  Sech cant is nauseating. . . .
« « There is unly one honest, logical, sen-
sible thing for Natlians 1o du, and that is
to agitate [or the restricpion of the infux of
indentured labourers, That yestriction should
tuke the form of gradually limiting the nun-
ber  of indentured lnbouwrers allowed to
come in every year—giving priority of claim
lo the planters and ¢obl-mining companies—
until such time as the tap can be finally tarn.
ed off witheyt economic of ipdusirial injury
1o the colony.  As for the talk of placing un-
fair handieaps and restrictions on those Indi-
ans who have notl only Leen allowed to settle
here, but have been invited in the first in-
stance o come, wy canpot cunceive how any
person with the most clementary sense of
justice can dream of suggesting such a course,
The resident Indian population myst be treat-
ed fairly; but it is within our rights, and’ it
is our dnly, lo festrict the furiher influs of
immigrants fiom Indja.

The Transnan! Leader, discussing
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the opening oi the Imperial Parlia-
ment, says : '

It is only too probable that the purport and
administration ol the Asiatic Registration Act
will lead to discussions bitter, protracted and
searching, -It is a reasoned certrinly that
there witl be denunciation of a condition ef
things whereunder a Celony exercises powers
in regard to British suhjects which an inde-
pendent state would not b allowed 1o exer-
cise, excepl afler a war in whicl it had van-
quished Britain,  Private advices indicate
that the Irish Panty, the Labour and Radical
sections, and some of the older school of
Liberals are resolved ta press their views
upon the Govemment at whatever risk. The
speeches of Sir R. Carson and Mr. Lyttleton
seem to indicate that they will not lack
Unionist co-operation.  The Oppesition is
cettain to urge that, while there may be doubt
as to the humaneness and propricty of the
actiap of the Evropcans of Natal in regard
to the Zulus, there can be none as ta the
Transvaal’s action against the Asiatics, Nor
are the Governinent’s opponents in the least
likely to stop at that point. . The Unionists
would be more than human if they did not
call the country to witness that the Minister-
ialists’ extreme concern—at the clections—
for subjects of China who were not in chains,
nor in gaol, contrasts ironically with their
indiflerence to the fate of subjects of Britain
who are in gaol, some of them at hard Inbour,
for opposition to the administration of a
tegistrationlaw. . . . . . [Jtis to be
hoped that the East Rand will so level up
municipal standards and requirements that
the Asiatic who competes must do 50 on equal
teems.  This is strictly just, according toany
code. It israther along these lines, we ven.
ture te think, that relief will be found than
by means ol filthy, narrow locations (whose
inhabitants never have befare them any stan-
dard of conrfort, much less refinement; and
accordingly sink 1o one jow level), ar-periods
of jmprisenuent. . Now and again stumdon
has a way of teaching us that, willy nilly, we
are our hrothers keeper,  We herd Asiatics
and athers in a wretched part of the town,
under comditions hopelessly bad,  Plague
breaks out—and the upshot is that upwards
of a millien is spent, wasted, in trying to im-
prove a condition of things which ought
never 10 have been allowed to exist.  We
should have got Letter results il we could
have risen superior to our South African
slackness, and spent that milliop instead in
wiping slumdom away, laying broad, clean
streets and using competent otlicials to com-
pel the Asiatic equally with the European to
live up to a bigh standard of health and
comfort. ‘

“The Times of Nalat says:

Whatever the objections of the Transvaal
Asiatics, sentimental or otherwise,. reason.
able ar unreasonable, the fact remains that
they do object lo the finger-print sysiem of
registration, xnd are prepared to face hnancial
ruip, the breaking wp of their homes, apd

even imprisonment rather than subimit to the™|

Iaw, It is futile lor LHuropeans lo say that
the Asiatics ouglt not to object. Nobody
would be more tendy to be up in arms on a
guestion of sentiment than the average Euro-
pean. The Asiatic happens to be the person
chiefly alfected in this instance. Being with.
out perliamentary representation he has no
means of protesting in the ordinary way
against legislation atiecting himselt of which
he disapproves; and consequently he has
necessarily became a passive resister,

A Llecrure oN Hixpusism. We
are given to understand by the Secret-
ary of the Hindu Temple, Depit
Road, Durban, that a lecture:en the
Hindu Religion will be given in
Hindustani by the Bengali Pundit,
Mr. Bannerji, at, the Temple on
Sunday nest, the 26th instant, at ¥
P All are kindly invited to atiend.

N

1 India,

English Press Comments

“The Times ™

The Transvaal Goverbhment, with
the concurrence of “the people,” is
dealing very harshly with the natives
of India settled in the country. Even
if, for the szke of argument, it be ad-
mitted that it was necessary to do
something to discourage or to regu-
late the Indian immigration, it was
not necessary to ignore the claims of
those already settled in the country,
or to adopt the most provocative in-
stead of the most conciliatory attitude.
A very provacative attitude has, how-
ever, been adopted, and, what is
miuch worse, has received the sanction
of the Imperial Government, appar-
ently without protest and without any
serious attempt to mitigate the harsh-
ness of legislation. . . . Itis an
Imperial question of very great gravity,
for it directly affects in more ways
than one the reputation of our rule in
Already it may be noted
that the Indians in the Transvaal are
no longer playing the 78/ of a
patiently suffering people, submitting
with Oriental fatalism to what fate
decrees.  To .unjust legislation they
are opposing sullen determined resist-
ance, - In reply to injury some of them
even threaten revenge. Nor is the
threat an idle one, though, unhappily,
their revenge will not be at the cost
of the Transvaal, which does the in-
jury, but at that of the British Empire,
which does not prevent the Transvaal
from doing it. They take their stand
upon the fact that they are subjects
of the King, and therefore cannot be
properly considered aliens in any part
of his deminions. They appeal from
the indifierence displayed by the Im-
perial Government to-day. to the em-
phatic vindication of their rights by
the Imperial Government only a few
years ago, when they suffered, though
ta a less extent than at the present
time, at the hands of PRESIDENT
KrUGER's Government. To these
appeals they add the sanction. You
may turn us out of the Transvaal,
they say, but we shail go back to In-
«ia tu praclaim that the justice for
the sake nf which so much is lorgiven
to the British ra7 can no lenger be
obtained under its flag, and that the
Power before which the Indians
have quailed is impotent to control a
mere handful of white Colonists. The
preaching of either or both of these
views throughout India is not a thing
which, in the present state of affairs,
this country can afford Lo regard with
ciuanimity.  But the preaching is
hardly necessary. Every grievance
from which emigrant Indians suffer
anywhere is made fully known through
the adjunets of Western civilisation
with which India is so well provided.

Race prejudice counts for little so
long as the Asiatic is merely a coolie
doing werk for the capitalist which
the white man does not care to un-
dertake, and doing it ditt cheap.

?

That is business. DBut when the
Astatic becomes storekeeper, commis-
sion agent, baker, tailor, shoemaker,
and, in fact, anything and everything,
making money at them all, then he is
bated with an unspeakable hatred,
which is also business. It is most re- .
grettable that he should not remain
content with being a coolig, but his
ambition 1s boundless, possibly. be-
cause we have tanght him the absurd-
ity of the caste system and the perfect-
ibility of man. So he incurs the
business hatred, far deeper and more
deadly than race hatred, the name of
which it borrows because race hatred
can be represented as an ordinance of
nature, primal, inexorable, and rooted.
in the order of things. That business
hatred is what we have to deal with
in ail these cases of race difticulty, for
for there is no race difficulty until it
arrives, . . . It is a real thing,
founded largely upon unconfessed
fear of the Oriental, whose business
capacity is a mare recent discovery
than his industrial efficiency. . . .

e e For us, the difficulty
is domestic, while for most na-
tions it is external, Hundreds of

millions of Asiatics are inside the
Empire, and can address us in a very
different tone from that which any
outsiders can adopt. They can also
make their discontent felt in a very dif-
ferent way, . . Though we have part-
ed almost completely with Imperial
control over the self-governing Col-
onies, chiefly for want of any consist-
ent Colonial policy or any statesmen
to work it, we are not altogether with- .
out the means of salecguarding our
own interests, or of insisting upon
reasonable compromises. The Colo-
nies that most proudly prociaun their
deteymination to be white countries
depend absolutely upon the protec-
tion of the Mother Country for their
power to remain white. . . . We
need not deny what is substantial in
the prejudices and fears aroused by a
limited Asiatic immigration, but we
may very well insist that they shall be
placed in their true relation and pro-
portion to other perils, the brunt of
which we are expected to bear. We
have a right—and this applies in its
degree everywhere—to claim  that
things involving the Empire in im-
mense responsibilities shall not be
decided exclusively by the prejudices
of a small local population,

* Morning Post”

We do not think it is any exaggera-
tion that no incident of recent years
has stirred the Imperial sentiment of
of this country to greater: indignation
than the treatment accorded to his
Majesty's Indian subjects by the
Boer Government. . . . . . To
allow the Indians to live and multiply
in the country, in a perpetual condi-
tion of legalised inferiority, depriving
them of scope for the exercise of their
inherited and civilised aptitudes,
would be to ensure the ultimate
demorahisation of the white rece, not
to mentign the aa, . ric, o the Fndiana
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themselves and the dangerous reaction
«of such a policy upon millions of their
fellow countrymen in India. . .
. . Assuredly neither the conscience
nor the material interest of the Em-
pire can tolerate the present position.
Rightly or wrongly, this country made
the grievances of the British Indians,
which are now being aggravated, a
prominent part of its case against the
jate Transvaal Republic. “T'his coun-
try s responsible, mworeover, for the
fact that ‘the problent has reuched
-such serious dimensions; huving inaug-
urated through its own oflicials the
system -of importing Indians to Hye in
South Africa, as {ar back as 18359.

 Since that time it has added to its

- responsibility by insisting that Indi-

ans introduced as indentured labour-
ers should be allowed to remain in
the country after their contracts ex-
pired, instead of beiny repatriated, .
The position ol subjection to
which the Indians have been reduced,
to a large extent by disingenuous sub-
terfuge,'does seem inconsistent alike
with the dignity of Pritish citizenship,

. -

. with the security of British rule in In-

- Country,

dia, and with the most elementary
British ideas of liberty and justice. .
The British Indian problem

+ . .

. Is permanent, over 120,000 being al-

ready domiciled as of right in the
Therefore every Indian in-
troduced in order to release native

* labour for the mines makes the prob-

.subjects should be exposed to this

lem of the future in South Africa

~ more formidable than before.

" Westminster Gazette "
The remarkable thing is that British

treatment in a British Colony. In
Mr. Krugers time the treatment of
British Indians was one of the strong-

est grounds of remonstrance by Lord

Milner on behalf of the British Gov-
ernment ; to-day the British Indians
are treated worse, although the T'rans-
vaal is under the British Aag, Rut

" not only is it impossible for the Im-

.

perial Government to intervene to
secure better treatment for British
sutbjects, but the laws which the Brit-
ish Indians so strongly resent and re-
sist can only become law as the result
ol Imperial sanction,

_ “ Daily New‘s " .
Here are some thousands of British

‘subjects, citizens of the Empire not
by a fluke, but by birth, some of them |

veterans  of our campaigns, others
priests, Brahmans, and persons of
‘birth and education, who are about to
be driven out of a British .Colony, as
“undesirable immigrants,” for no
reason but their colour. We annexed
the Transvaal in the name of “ equal
rights,” destroyed the Boer Republics

1o extend Mr. Kruger's conceptions

of citizenship, and bickered with him
on the very eve of the conflict tor tha
sake of these same Indian immigrants,
To-day we are permitting  to. the
Trzns. 2al Colony a licence in dealing
with « ¢ Indian fellow subjects whici

.

‘opinion in India,

we should never have allowed to the
nll Republic, . -. . Loid E¥gn
has elected to respeet une right and
ignore the other.  The result will be,
one fears, to make Indians feel more
acutely than ever the hollowness of
our profession 1o regard them as the
equals of white men before the law.
That an Iadian may vote in an clec-
tiorr in England and take bis seat in
the Homse of Commons; is a poor
compensation for- this  decision to
class him as a helot in the Colonics.

“ Daily Telegraph "

A studiously harsh and insulting
measure has been brought in for the
purpose of making the Indian sub-
jects of King Ldward feel that they
are the most objectionable of aliens
in a British self-governing Colony. .
« +  The case of the Indian im-
migrant is infinitely hard. He is pen-
alised for his virtues. He is industri-
ous, frugal, law-abiding, and in busi-
ness his credit stands at a height
which is the best index to his charac-
ter. But he s 2 troublesome com-
petitor. :

“ Manchester Courier "'

The community against which the
Tnamigration Restriction Act of the
Transvaal is mainly directed consists
of British subjects, The Indians in
the Transvaal are as fully subjects of
the Crown as any citizen in this coun-
try. “T'hey have as much right to the
proud title of Cipes Britannicé and to
the advantages it confers as any other
subjects ot the King. It is not sur
prising, therefore, that the British In-
dians in the Transvaal, whose leaders
are men of position and education,

should be strongly protesting against

this rather violent disenimination in
their disfavour. . . . The en-
forcement of such a law cannot fait to
have an unfortunate’ effect on public
 The-question may |
well be asked there—What is the ad-
vantage of being a British subject if
respectable and law-abiding Indians
are to be deported as “ undesirables”
from large areas of the Empire? It
must be admitted that Mr. Gandhi
and his friends have a legitimate
cause of complaint. Indeed, the
most serious aspect of the whele busi-

‘ness is that right and justice are so

predominently on their side:

‘ - Glasgow Herald "

It is useless to deny that the action
of the Transvaal' eludes ethics and
bafites logic. Before the war, it was
one of the crying sins of Kruxerism
that it imposed striking disabilities on
the Indian subjects of the British
Crown as well as on the white Uit-
lander.. Now, when the passions of
the conflict between Boer and Briton
have cooled they unite in using the
power conferred on both by a * mag-
nanhnous ” Mother Country to inflict
a hardship on their coloured: neigh-
bors and tellow.citizens.
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0. R. C. Chambeér of Com-
merce. '

LT
—r

Discusses How to Keep Out an
Indian Woman

At a meeting of the O.R.C. Cham-
ber of Commerce held on the z3ed

Dinstant, at Bloemtontein, a letter was.

readl  frpm  the  Assistunt  Colonial
Serretary, stating that the objection of

‘the Chamber to the entry of an Indian

woman, Haleman Adams, had been.
noted. . It was pointed out, however,
that the woman had been born in the
I'ree State, had resided there for sev-
eral years before going to Natal, and
had been married in the Colony. The
Government could not, therefore, in-
terfere or prevent her returning to the

Colony. . This case would not, how-

ever, form a precedent, and every care
would be taken to prevent the entry of.
Indians.

Mr. A. G, Barlow said they had all
been .viewing sympatheticaily the
struggle the Transvaal Government
were engaged.in. This was a most-
difficult pasition. This woman might
have several daughters and thus form
the nucleus of an Indian.settlement in
the Colony. ' C

Mr. Ruffel said he did not see how
the Government could * keep this
woman out, - . :

Mr. Dalldor{l thought they shoutd
have another try. If this was pernit-
ted, the country in the course of a few
years might be swarming with coolies,

Mr. Smetham’s letter recording the

+ objection was then read, and as no

one suggested any feasible means of
preventing the entty of this woman,
the chairman said all they could do
was to-record the communication,— .
The Friend. :

" Another Indian View

Dr. 8. A. Kapadin (Joint Editor o
the © Wisdom of the East” series) in
an interview, said : ‘

I am afraid that the act is decided- .
ly calculated to shake the loyalty of
British subjects in Indin. As it is,
Indians in the Transvaal seem to
labour under a great "disadvantage,
and the matter must, of course, be,
properly represented in Parliament.”
I believe that if proper representations
are made Indians will be allowed
their rightful previleges. It will bea
great hardship it the law is carried
out to the very letter as regards Asia-
tics. A tremendous «uestion, and
one of the most serious unportance,
is involved.  Prejudices must be cast
away, and the situtation must be re-
garded from the point of view of just-
wce.  The Indian subjects of the King
hava the greatest faith in British
justice, and it is this that makes them
proud tu be British subjects. It is
this very faith that, it they know a
thing to be right, witl make them fight
£ the hitter end,
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" More Prosecutions

The Potchefstroom Cases

Great interest (says the Zransvaal)

" Leader) was again taken on the 23rd -

ulto., in the hearing of the remanded
cases against eight Indians charged
under the Registration Act with not -
being in possession of certificates. !

Mr. Louw, who defended, put vach
aceused in the witness-box, and all’
stated they had vbjection to the new |
law, and that it detracted from the
rights they previously enjeyod.
. Pressed by the Public Prosecttor
as to this right, one of the accused re-
plied, * Right to property.”

Asked if he had such a privilege
previousty, lie said there was such in

Abdool Rahman, secretary of the
Indian Association, denied that he
was a native of Asia, as laid down in

He admitted having registered under
the 1885 law, .but under compulsion.
In cross-cxamination, he said it was
not necessary [or all members of the
Indian Association to be Kuropeans, !
E. M. Patel claimed exemption on |
the ground that he was a Parsee. .
The Magistrate (Mr. Bresler) de-
clined to grant applications for further
adjournment in the cases of Rahman
and Patel, saying there was no nced
for him. to wait the decision in the
Parsee case in Johannesburg. There
was no doubt whatever in his mind
that all the accused fell under the
operation of the Ordipance. He had
nothing to do with religious scruples
or objections. ‘I'be law had to be
carried out. . He did not see thab ad-
journment would help, as the thing
had not been sprung upon the Indi--
ans. -
The order of the Court would be
that all accused leave the Colony '
not later than noonon January 3ist.

_Mr. Cama’s Case
Mr. N. A. Cama came before the

* Court in Johannesburg on ‘Mopday )

" under the present law, and argued

Jast, on remand. o,
Mr. Cama quoted the definition of
« Asiatic ” under the law of 1885 and

from their similarity that under the
present law, it could not have been
the intention of the legislators Lo pmt
alt Indians on a level. It could ot
have been their intention, he said, to
include the high caste Asiatics.

The Magistrate : They have includ-
ed them now. ‘ N

Mr. Cama: 7The intention of the
legislators is preserved in this law, |
and the intention of the former legis-

lators being to exelude the Parsees, it
_should be the intention ol this et
" also. but ii your Worship thinks 1

have no case 1 will gladly bow to your ‘
descision. )

The Magistrate : ] would have told )
you in a moment if 1 thawsht you had |
& case. N ) .

Mr. Cama finally asked, if therc]

‘the adminstration of the law.

- months’  imprisonment

was the slightest doubt about the
matter, that it be referred to the At

" torney-General.

The Magistrate saw nv doubt, and
Mr. Cama finally said: 1 bow to
your judgment, and thank you.”

An order to leave the Colony with-
in 14 days was made.

On Monday, in “ D " Court Johan-
nesburg, 6 hawkers went to gaol for
4 days rather than pay the fine im-
pused for trading without licences that
had been refused to them under
the Registration Law.

Pretoria Cases
Suliman (chiel picket), M. A, Pacel,

Govind Pray, Khusal ita, Amod

Houvsen Mustapha, N. Gopul, N.K.
Peter, A. I Doorasamy Chuetty,
Govindasamy Chetty, and two Padia-
chy's (all pickets) together with 11
Chinese, before Major Dixon, A RUM,
were charged with contravening the
Asiatic Registration Act by refusing
to leave the Transvaal when ordered to
do so by the Court. '

Supt. Betts gave formal evidence ;

that the aceused had been erdered to
leave the Colony belere the 2oth and
23th January, and had failed to com-
ply with the order of the Court.

One of the accused, Mustapha, said
that the sentence hithierto given Asia-
tics under the law, . namely, three
months, was only equal to three duys.
He asked the Court 1o make the sen-
tence three years,

The Magistrate said that in previ-
ous cases before the Court prisoners

jhad not appealed to the Supreme

Court to have their sentences reduced,
as.they might well have done.” The
records of the Court had been sent to
the Supreme Court for confirmation,

; and had been returned certified by

the Judges that the sentences were in
accord with real and substantial jus-
tice. Ife had been told that the
Esecutive Council had remitted por-
tions of the previous sentences. It
was not the hunctiop of the Court to
take over the functions of the Execu-
tive. He only was concerned with
The
accused would be imprisoned with
hard labour for three months.
" I'atel stated that he had been born
under the Dritish flag. and his {ather
and everybedy. belonging to him were
servants of the Diritish Government.
For their faithful service they had re-
ceived grants of fand from the Govern-
ment,
cause he was the tirst of his family to
be brought belore the Court for a cri-
minal effence, and to show that he was
going to prison for consvience suke,
Fleven Chinamen were alsu chare.

_ed for a similar offence. They pleaded

guilty, and wore all sentenced to three
with  hard
Jabour. ‘

At Pretoria, on Monday, Moosa
(Seeretary, Pretoria B. L Committee), 1

Suleman, Goolab’” Ruder Desai, Ma- -
homed Lssop Ninjee Anandji Khoja, .

He made this statement be-

i tne of the accused, on hearing the
i sentences called out : “ Why not six
' months ? I would be more satistied.”
| Another stated that he would be cut
{ in picces, but would not submit ; and
_ & third said the law was not for men,
, oul tor animals,

Another - lndian named Ahmod
Khamissa was brought up later on- a
charge of being in the Transvaal with-
out the necessary registration certifi-r
i cale. '

The accused said he was prepared
and wished to regisicr. He was ill be-
fure, and when he asked for his regis-
tration certilicate he was told he was
' too late,  He came back from India
on the third of this month, havin
Leen away for cight months, -

The Magistrate said that the order -

of tiwe Court was that he make appli-
i catiun forthwith to the Registrar of
Asiatics for registration. : '

A Barberton Scandal
Nitvasoo Joins the Small Minority . .

Yhe Goldficlds Newes of Barberton
says that, un the zoth ulle,, together
with three otier Indians, Richard
Narasoo was broupht before Mr. Stat-
en, KL, charged with the crime of
contravention ol Section 8, Sub-Sec-
tion 3, Act No. 2 of 1907 (Asiatic
Law Amendment Act), by being found
within the Colony of the Transvaal
| \\_'i.r.houl the necessary registration cer-
; tificate. e ' :
| He pleaded guilty.

1

2

Narasou in his delence stated he

{ was willing to comply with-the pro-
i visions of the Act.  lle was dirccted
to makc application lorthwith for reg-
tstration or failing his- making appli-
cation as aforesaid on or before z7th
January, to be hrought before the
Court for an order for his removal to
| be made.

Criving evidence on oath, he said :
It is true I failed to register under the
Act, I was misled and induced not
to subimt to the Registration Law. 1
was told that if I registered I would
lose all the advantages I had bad as a
British subject for the last 25 years,
and alse that T would be boycotted by
the whole of the British Indian com-
_nwnity throunghout the Transvaal. It
was owing Lo this that I did not regis-
cr, and the time for registration passed.
Since that time I have made investig-

“advice. [ am satishied regarding this
Law, and am willing'to comply with
its provisions.
ty the lublic Prosecutor: I have
} been in Barberton 21 years. The
| meinbers of the local Indian commun-
ity formed a Committee of which I
was Chatrman.  The orders all came
from _luh:mncshurg aml Pretoria, and

b
|

ment 1 have since changed my  atti-
[ was isled and coerced by

§tude.
I went

" the leaders in Johannesburg,

to Jjohannesburg myself and on my”

i retamn B deeided to heave the passive
j resistance movement and try and get
 registered il 1 could.

.

; ation into this matter, and have asked

1
| although 1 juincd the resistance move:
|
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At the Heart of the Empire

London, January 1, 1908.
New Year's Greetings
How many are asking to-day:
" What will the New Year bring to me
of joy or sorrow? It is a natural
question; a nobler one however,
- would be: What can I give to this
New Year of sacrifice and service?
This seems to be not merely the
question but the actual deed of Indi-
ans in the Transvaal: sacrifice of
position, of prospect, of property, so
that ‘sellrespect and right setvice
may ever be paid. To leaders and to
" followers, friecnds in lingland send a
New Years message ol truest sym-
pathy and encouragement in the hope
that their courage may be strengthen-
ed sufficiently to win a great victory.
“ Say not the struggple naught availeth,
The lahowr and the wounds are vain z
The enemy faints not, nor faileth,
And as things have been they remain,
For while the tired waves, vainly breaking,
Seem hefe no painful inch to gain,
Tar back, through creeks and inlets making,
Comes silent, flooding in, the main,”
‘ A King Aoiong Scientists
Another name has been added to
theé roll of the illustrious ;dead en-
‘tombed in Westminster Abbey: Lord
Kelvin, On-a dark dreary winter's
day, shortly before Christmas, a King
among modern scientists was laid to
rest in the national Valhalla. The
story of the life of William Thomson
makes fairy tales quite reasonahle ;
his intellect was a magic wand 5 his
life-work in the realm of physics has
given science a new start; future
scientists will talk of the Kelvin age;
it will mark an epoch in scientific
discovery. Here is a record of which

not only might Lord Kelvin be proud, -

but which brings honour to the land
of his birth: matriculated atthe age
of eleven, arrested the attention of
scientists by a notable essay on elec-
tricity at the age of seventeen, pro-
fessor at the age of twenty-two ; some
years later .he laid the first Atlantic
cable; invented the mariner’s com-
pass now universally in use, also
many instruments in connection with
the measuring and recording of the
electric current; 2 machine for pre-
- dicting the level of tides, a depth
recorder, an air condenser, an astro-
nomical clock—even an improved
. water tap—these are a few more of
William Thomson’s services to man-
kind, not to mention his most valuable
written works and his oral teaching,
For fifty-three years he was Professor
at the Glasgow University ; one of the
most memorable occiasions in the
history of science was the celebration
of his jubilee as a professor. Scien-
tists came from the ends of the earth
to honour him ; all mations conferred
upon him titles and awards. It is
said that when the University of Hei-
deiberg wished to honour him the only
degree in their power to confer, which
he did not already possess, was that

followed the laying of the Atlantic
cable, and a Jpecrage was accepted
later in life. Though it fell to his iot

to win during his lifetime world-wide |

recognition, Lord Kelvin was one of
the humblest and most modest of men.
When after fifty-three years’ work as

-professor at Glasgow, he resigned the

Chair, he entered himself upon the
roll of members of the University asa
rescarch student. The story is told
that he won his second wite through
experimenting with a new method of
signalling. He explained the method
to her, and then leaving her on shore
at the Canaries while he was obliged
to return to England, he signalled to
her : Will you be my wife? A prince
among scientists, Lord Kelvin was
also a2 man of simple faith and devout
mind. Here is his confession : I be-
lieve that strong proofs of intelligent
and benevolent design lie round about
us, and if ever perplexities, whether
metaphysical or scientific, turn us
away from them for a time, they come
back upon us with irresistible force,
showing to us through Nature the in-
fluence of a {ree will, and teaching us
that all living things depend upon one
everlasting Creator and Ruler.
A Notable Monarch

When Napoleon transformed the
map of Europe he endeavoured to es-
tablish his family and influence on
the seats of the mighty, To-day
there is only one representative ot
the Napoleonicsovereigns, the King of
Sweden, Duringthe past month the ven-
erable King Oscar IL of Sweden bas
laid down his earthly crown ; his son
now reigns In his stead as Gustavus
V. The death of the aged monarch
at the age of seventy-eight brings an-
other member of the Royal family of
England nearer to a throne. Kipg
Edward has been called the “Uncle
of Europe,” for he is closely related
to nearly every reigning European
sovereign. It seems as though His
Mujesty is accomplishing by foresight
and diplomacy what Napoleon failed
to secure by force. It remains to be
scen whether a century hence the
British-descended ruling families will
still Bold, the sceptres which are now,
or will be, theirs. A daughter of
King Edward is Queen of Norway, a
niece is now Crown Princess: of
Sweden, another niece is Queen of
Spain, another Empress of Russia—
to mention but a few. But, to come
back to the late King of Sweden.
History will remember him as the
monarch who bowed to the will of his
subjects, and allowed half his domin.
fons to puss from him without the
shedding of blood. The separation
of Norway from the kingship of
Sweden and the establishment of a
Norwegian monarchy was one of the
most notable events of modern times ;
it was a time of great crisis but it was
largely owing to the self-denying for-
bearance of the late King that war
was averted and a peaceful revolution
took place. The King was one of the

of Doctor of Medicine, and Doctor of | most democratic of sovereigns : the
Medicine he became. Knighthood | only formality required of any of his

subjects who wished to speak to him
was to send in his name; and, more
than this, His Majesty never forgot
either a name or a face.  The demo-
| cratic instinct led the brother of the
i new King to renounce his right ot
succession in order that he might
marry the lady he loved, who was not,
however, of royal birth, but the mar-
riage did not lead to family estrange-
ment. " The late King was not only
an able ruter; he was also a poet,
musician, and artist, and in addition,
one of the most accomplished of
public speakers. The people of
Sweden were devoted to him; it is
-easy ‘to understand their devotion
when one remembers the following
episode. Atter the celebration of the
twenty-fifth year of his reign, the
nation wished to present him with a
new yacht, knowing his love for the
sea, but though his old yacht was
smali and uncomfortable, King Os-
car expressed the wish that the money
should be spent in fighting tubercul-
osis by erecting sanatoria for his poor
subjects suffering from the dread dis-
ease. _

' News in Brief

Early in December an event took
place in London which was unique in
two respects : the Lord Chancellor of
England was married during his term
of office ; the wedding took place in
the Crypt Chapel of Westminster
Hall. *In the long list of Chancellors
of this country Lord Loreburn is the
first to celebrate his marriage while
holding the oflice, and the beautifully
restored ancient chapel was specially
licensed by the Bishop of London for
this wedding, '

Lord Curzon is just now impressing
his personality upon the public ; he
is emerging from his retirement,
Some weeks ago, as Chancellor of
Oxford, he delivered the Romanes
lecture at' the University, choosing
“ Frontiers ” for his subject; early
fast month he lectured before the
Birmingham University on the * True
lmperialism, "—both discourses were -
in the true Curzonian style. Now he
is anxious to come closely into touch
with public life, but has decided that
the House of Lords will be a more
congenial sphere than the House of
Commons. His peerageisan * Irish” *
one, and was bestowed on his appoint-
ment to the Indian viceroyalty so that
he might re-enter the Commons if he
desired ; but prospects do not seem
favourable, and now, since a peerage
in his own right has not been offered
‘to him either by Mr. Baifour or Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, he wish-
es to become one of the representa-
tive Irish peers, and must be elected
by their votes. Lord Curzon feels
that he is out of work ; he has lam-
ented the fact for some time, and
shows himself in too much of a huny -
to beé'busy for the public welfare to
await quietly the passing of his aged
father, Lord Scarsdale, on whose
death he would naturally succeed to
a hereditary seat in the House of
Lords. '




FEBRUARY IST, 1908

INDIAN OPINION

A Native View of Passive
Resistance .

'The fullowing article appeared in a
recent-number ol the Basuloland Slar,
a paper devoted entirely to the inter-
ests of the natives. It is headed “A
Lesson in 'f'rue Manifiness " :—

The stand made by the Asiatics in
the Transvaal against the Registration
Act viewed from un unbiassed stand-
point commends itsell most strongly
to the Natives of South Africa; itis
indeed worthy of emulation by them.
Here we have a government like that
of the Transvaal which is known all
the world over as being very harsh
and inconsiderate in its treatment of
all persons of .colour, being almost
driven to climb down from its high
pedestal by the exhibition of manly
qualities by the Indians. It is true jt
has at long last after being held to
public scorn imprisoned the leaders
of this people in order as Gen. Smuts
says to- see whether the agitation
against the Act was shared in by all
the Asiatic community or was only
the work of the leaders. .Well, the
leaders are in gaol and Gen. Smuts
is free to test the stability of the
rank and file and it is our sincerest
wish that this people should remain
true to the bitter end, as their chief
leader Mr. Gandhi bhas enjoined them
so to do. We entertain this wish be-
cause we want the ‘Transvaal to bene-
fit by this experience. It has a popu-
Jation of almost a million Natives who
are held in practical bondage (be-
cause we hold that a man who bas no
voice 1n his own goverminent is. noth-
ing but a sfave) and the laws it makes
for this voiceless mass of humanity
are, to say the least of it, unchristian
and brutal, and yet these masses lack
such manliness as even to lift their
little fingers against the wrongs per-
petrated on them Even a worm

turns when trampled upon. - Passive

_ resistance has never been regarded as
defiance of law and authority, and if
it has ever been, then the Asiaticsare
sinning in good company, for hag not
the Transvaal butrecently experienced
it in the shape of the WHITE Miners’

. Strike and besides English History is
teeming with instances of passive
resisters ?  Our famous Moshesh once
said to the Cape Governor who was
becoming too obtrusive and over-
bearing and was also apt to be threat-
ening: “If you strike a dog it will
show its teeth,” from which we infer
that even although mian is master yet
if he abuses his power of superiority
over inferior animals they have not
yet lost their selfrespect and the
shewing of teeth is a sign that they
resent this treatment. Man, he his
colour or nationality what it may, is
superior to the canine animals and is
therefore dissimilar to them in nearly
every respect and one of tl-lese 1s
shewing his resent to anything which
assails his. relf-respect and tends to
inferiorise him. Man has two ways

of resenting or resisting: the onc is
by active resistance and the other is
by pussive resistance.  The former is
not commendable as it leads to blood-
shed which should be avoided, and
the latter is commendable as it avoids
bloodshed and usually ends in a

bloodiess and amicable settlement of |

a point at tssue. It is the latter mode
of resistance which the Asiatics have
adopted which we commend our peo-
ple the Natives of South Africa to
emulate.  Gandhi and his compatriots
are truly martyrs and come what may,
true martyrs bave before to-day never
suffered in vain.  Their steadfastness
for “ the cause that lacks assistance ™
and their manliness against *“the
wrong that aceds resistance” will be
kanded down to posterity.  OQur sym-
pathies go out to our oppressed fullow-
subjects who are made to suffer for
the same cause that we sufier, viz.,
our slight pigment of the skin.  Truly
the Transvaal has tarnished the fair
name of our Mighty Fmpire by its
blind colour-prejudive.  olasit Omen.

A Model Citizen*
A Review

This little work s designated by its
author * a simple exposition of civic
rights and duties, and a descriptive
account of British institutions, local,
national, and imperial.”  In point ot
fact, Mr. H. Osman Newland has writ-

ten an elementary text book upon the

rights and duties of citizenship and, in
so doing, has, iz a few lucid chapters,
performed a “service for which the
British Public should be duly grateful.
There is a preface by the Earl of
Meath. Within the space of some
zoo odd pages, Mr. Newland has de-
veloped an admirable summary of the
pecularities and particularities that go
to make up that curious agglomera-
tion of strapge uses and  customs
known as the British Constitution.
The facts of interest brought out by
the author are far too littte knowa,
even by the adult citizen, not to speak
of the immature ncophyte for whom
the work ts primarily intended. A
brief survey of Colonial Government
is included, the pages are enlivened
by excellent and apt itlustrations, and
a useful glossary of political and civic
terms in frequent use is attached.
Whilst Mr. Newland's book is princi-
pally of interest to stay-at-home young
Britons, its fundamental prineiples are
such as should form an intrinsic part
of the curriculum of every hoy and
girl in the oversea dominions, where
rights are too often abused because of
an incomplete apprehension of their
corresponding duties.

* wThe Maodel Citizen,” by H, Osman
Newland, L1 ELS,, ete. bir Laac Pitinan
and Soos, Ltd., London.
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Interview with Sir .
Mancherji Bhownaggree

Full Text

The Tollowing is the (ull test of
Reuler’s interview with Sir Mancherji
Bhownaguree, immediately after the
j ews arrived  that  the Immigrants™
Restriction et had  received the
royal asscut:—

At the present moment, with the
situation in Indiz what it is, I'regard
the legislation as a calamity. It wiil be
used as a handle to show that the
British  Goveromient is  neither able
nor \\'_illi.ng tu protect its own subjects
even inits own Colonies.  The posi-
tion of the Indian is much worse than ~
that of the Japanese, lot Japan can'
and does take diplomatic action, from
which Indig is debarred. When 1
was in Parliament, I devoted much
time to ventilating this question, I
was always persuaded that Ministers,
from Mr, Chamberlain downwards,
looked upon the whole question from
Ahe first with very great disapproval and
irritation, but that they were more or’
less helpless, owing to  what they
thought was strong local feeling in.
Arica. Al along the line things
have gone from bad to worse.  This
tegislation is one of the utterly un-
justifiable and hideous things done in
“the name of the Imperial Government,
which even the most ardent friend of
British rule in India cannot possibly
justify, and which bas shaken, and
will further shake, the loyalty of the
Indian people and their conlidence in
the desire or power of the Imperial
Government or the British Crown to
protect them against injustice, I am
not surprised at the Transvaal passing
such a piece of legislation, but I
should have thought the Imperial
Government, when and while granting
scii-Ciovernment, would have warned
the ‘I'ransvanl against perpetrating
such folly. Iam surprised not enly
that the Imperial Government has nat
done so, but has readily assented to
the Taw.  Of course, things will not
rest here, We shall fight in the in-
terest of the British Government, be-
cause if we throw up the fight, and
tell the people of India that there is
nothing to be hoped for from the
British Goverument on the score of
justice, the delivery of such a danger-
ous message would render the situa-
tion desperate indeed. 1€ IL were 0
questton of these Asiatics injuring a
single Englishman 1 would be the
first to assent  to the rules being
framed to prevent such injury, but
this is not the case.  The whole legis-
lation proceeds fromt mere race preju-
dire, and is prompted not 50 much
by Englishmen as by Continental low-
class scttlers who are not British
subjects.

AxsWER TO A CornEsroNDENT, We
beg to thank “ A Colonial Convert”
for his letter and enciosed estracts,
but we are not at present able to
! print them.
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Notes on the Campaign

We published a paragraph in these
potes on the r8th ultimo stating that
Messrs. Suliman Goolam & Sons, of
Verulam, was the only firm which did
hot close its store on the day of the

Durban Mass Mceting, and that the

i- ’ »

: presided over by Mr. Hazurasing,

" others present being Messrs. Lalba-

- hadursing, Naidoo, Appasamy, Moosa
Ismail Daya, and the following dele-
gates  from Johannesburg ;* Moulvi |

. Ahmed  Mukhtiar, Imam

i Cadir, N. A, Cama, G K,

1

Desat, |

« M. D). Desai, and H. 8. L. Polak.; t, ¢ S
“T'he following resolution was pro- | partiesin the Legislature, are resolved,

II continue to defy the law. " The prob-

‘ability of strong exceptions. being

! raised during the coming session of

the Impérial Parliament to the treat-
ment of the Indians in the country 1s

Abdool | well realised, it is represented, by the

Transvaal Ministry, but the Govern-
ment, as well as both the political

Verulam Iudian merchants had dc-_j‘ posed by Mr. K. K. Patet (Germiston) | the informant declared, upon enforc-

cided to boycott this firm. We now

formed. Several stores in town and

district did some business besides !

Messrs, Suliman Goolam. Messrs.
M. Maitrer Brothers kindly inform us
that their assistants sold goods early
in the morning, but it was through a
misunderstanding on their part.  We
are led to make this explanation be-
cause Messrs. Suliman Goolam &
Sons feel that some injustice has

been done to them by stating, as we |
did, that -their firm alone was open. |

We¢ understand also that the boycott
has been removed.

London, Jan, _29.;A mueting at-

OW : geconded by Mr. N. R, Soodivala. | '
find that we were not correctly - i (Boksburg), and supported by Mr. ‘set in operation up tu the point of .
1+ Kasim Ally—(Boksburg) and Mr. Is-.i
mail Nana (Benoni) : oo

i dians resident on the LEast Rand re- |
| solves to continue this strugzle to the

' end, no matter what the cost may be. 1
i This meeting regards those who are
!'in gaol to-day as demanding of us to

! sharc their punishment with them,

i and that all British Indians are deter-
mined to do.”

! Ladysmith Farmers Association
| has joined in the gencral chorus of

J praise and thanksgiving for the action

: of the Transvaal Government.  Het

tended by 7,000 persons, was held at" Volkers at Volkrust “heartily sup-

Bombay to-day to protest against the
attitude of the Transvaal Government
towards Indians. The attendance in-
¢cleded Hindu, Mahomedan, and Par-
see leaders; anid also a number of
prominent Europeans.—Reuter.

Mr. L. H. Greene, of Boshoff’s
Road, writes to the Times of Natal :
" T am not aware that any cconomic
evils exist of which the Asiatic is the
sole author, ot in which he is even a
pantially responsible factor, that is,

Iraced Lo their oot source.
Keen  competition, trade trickery,

and so forth afe not confined exclusively |
to Asiatics.. Socially the Asintic’s ways’

may oot be altopether our ways, but
even upon this score he is not by any
means the solitary exeeption, nor are
idiosyncracies in life conhined to people
‘of colour. '
The economic dislocations at present
. -olnaining in this colony are not, so far
as [ am able 1o sce, traceable to the
" presence of the Asiatic trader. IHe
certainly may have been 1aking advan-
tage of the wrecknge upon the beach,
and he i3 not alone in Lhe scrambile, bat
_he xas not the cause of the wreck.,
. The Asiatic has found . himself sur-
Tounded by conditions, entirely of our
making, which 'have enabled him 1o
- thrive and grow until he has become a
successiul competitor in most branches
of trude to the chagrin and envy of his
less enterprising white rivals. We re-
_uuire ta be superior, and to require

- higher standard oC living to maintain |

thal supeniority, and yet we are howling
wilh fear au the prospective approach of
an “inferior people whom we alicet to
hold in enntempt.  Is Wis consislent 2
Surcly we must agree that the best will
survive, and il we are sincere in our
beliel of superivrity we have nothing to
- lear from the Asiatic. 'We may, however,
fear ourselves, T ‘
[ —t—timicnn . -
A mass meeting ¢f East Rand In-
dians was held on Wednesday the
22nd alto., in the grounds ' of the
Hindu Temple at Germiston. Re-
presentatives. were present from Ben-
oni, Brakpan, Boksburg, . Elshurg,
Rietfontein, and other centres.
-meeting was a crowded one,. and

i

ing all the measures which have been

active "Imperial intervention, when

the strong probability—almost a ecer-
t #This mass mecting of British In- | tainty—mwould be that the Government

would resign, and that their action
would recetve the tull consent and
support of the entire Legislature, and
the whole, of public .opinion - in the
Transvaal. : :

nesburg Correspondent ' stating that
the Transvaal Government has de-
cided to reconsider the Asiatic situa-
tion, and will appoint a judge to
examine the Act, and devise amend-
ments. Meanwhile, the correspondent

port 7 the Asiatic expulsion policy.
| .

i - -
. approve of the Transvaal's policy in
| regard to Asiatics.

- t . - ) - .
V' The Durban Fruiterer's Association

f_l‘ms contributed a- sum of 100 to
1'the funds of the Transvaal British In-
! dian Association.

' Other Societiesand various branches
i of the British Indian Association have
also forwarded substantial cheques.

i It is stated in a quarter likely Lo be
L well informed, saysthe VNatal Mercury,
i that there is a distinct movenient
' amonyg the Transvaal Indians in favour
. of emigration to Hritish Last Africa,
* and, so far as the populous centres of

the Colony, in which the Asiatics are

chiefly congregated, are concerned,
! this would be'likely to take place for

the most part through Delagoa DBay,

1 Tt is suggested that the probability of

the Indians turning their eyes in this

direction has been entertained by the
. Transvaal Government from the first,
I and the hint is thrown out based
i upon what appear 1o be good grounds,
, that the T'ransvaal authorities may be
! considering proposals for making ap-
' proaches to the Indian community in
fthis direction, and of presently en-
“couraging them to leave by offering
- them State-assisted  passages out ol
‘the country, ‘

| - A gentleman who is said to be well
1 in touch with the Transvaal Adminis-
" tration, and is for the present on a
: visil to Durban, imiorms the Mercury
-that the Government are unalterably
i determined to maintain their. policy
» as regards the Indians, and that they
| will not hesitate at incarcerating re-
| calcitrant Asiatics to a number consi-

The ! derably in excess of those now in gacl
¥as | for anindefinite time as long as they

. St
“The inhabitants of Wakkerstroom” ;

adds, the operation of the Act
remains in abeyance,—Reuter,

! cated above have been proceeding for
' some time, says the Preforia News.,

1 As they were, however, conducted

without prejudide and were entirely
confidential, they could not be made

to avoid a rupture by premature dis-
cussion in public. . We understand
that the Government, in view of the

situation created by the passive resis-

tion Act, has decided to reconsider
the whole position. We cap only add
to this news our heartiest congratula-
tions 10 all cencerned that counsels
of justice and moderation have pre-
vailed. '

the Transvaal Government are ap-

ments -to the same, and that mean-
whiie the Act will be held in abeyance,

Secretary (Mr. Smuts), interviewed
this afternoon, said there was no
truth whatever in the statement.—
Reuter.

Our statenients in regard to the Gov-

reasonable compromise with the Asia-
tics were confirmed this morning
through the medium of the customary
ofticial denial, supported by the bom-

100n.

-

London,

and the Indians are negotiating. It

‘ | public until sulficiently far advanced

very serious nature of the Imperial '

: Pretorix, Jan. 27.—The statement
in the London Darly Telcgraph, that

pointing a Judge to examine the
Asiatic Act, and to devise amend- °

Next morning the News remarks @

ernment’s anxicty to arrive at some

bastic vapourings of a local publicat- *

January 28th.—Reuter °
learns that the Transvaal Government

is hoped in well-informed circles in

The Daz/_v' Lelegraph, January 23, ’
publishes a cablegrim from itz Johan-.

Negotiations upon the lines indi- .

tance offered to the Asiatic Registra-

is emphatically denied. The Colonial ~
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N '
Loadon that the Transvaal's require- i Reuter's  Pretoria  correspondent
ments will be achieved without affect- ' says that the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
ing the susceptibilities ol the Asiatics. | Smuts, speaking at a2 mecting in the
» Burgbersdorp Division of Pretoria, to-
The Daily Graphic welcomes the . night (Jan. 28), dealing - with the
reports of a possible agreement with . Asiatic question. said that with re-
regard to the Asiatic Registration ' gard to conscientious religious scrup-

Act, and attacks Lord Elgin for not 'les as objections to

intervening. :

ectiot registration,
{ 100,000 Indians in Natal, and 60,000

“The Daily Chromcle declares that ! indentured Chinese in the T'ransvaal,

General Botha and General Smuts
deserve well of the Empire if the

reports of a compromise being arrived .

at are true.— Router,

- ar
The Zumes of Nafal quotes [romn

the Zransoaal Leader: v The pro-

htem te Natalians is, how to reap all

“the advantages of coolie labour with-

-~

out having the coolie. It is not easily

. solved.” The sneer is not undeserved,

adds the T¥mes. Our contemporary,

however, must not suppose that the

wild talk of anti-Asiatic extremists re-
presents the views of the sober think'a
ing population of the colony. :

The Indians of Stellenbosch in

Cape 1Colony have held a meeting]

expressing their sincere sympathy

with Indians in the Transvaal. =~ .
i - .

Mr. N. N. Patel of Klerksdorp
writes that he and the Indians in that
town are determined to resist the Act
at any cost. '

. Inquiries made among official: quar-
ters in Durban by the Mercrery elicited
no confirmation of the statement con-
tained in their ‘Johannesburg corres-

pondent’s telegram, despatched on |

Sunday, that there was a large exodus
of Indians from the Transvaal. .

Discussing the recent prosecutions
of Indian soldiers in the Transvaal,
the Aercury interviewed a * trust-
worthy authority ” who denied that
there was a single * pensioned Indian
soldier” in the Transvaal. There
was one man, he explains, who was
an ex-sergeant in a Pathan regiment,
and served in South Africa with, an
Indian hospitz] corps, receiving.both
the Queen’s and King's {civilian)
medals, but he is believed to be now
in India. To the best of his informa-
tion, there is not a single Indian in
the ‘T'ransvaal who served through the

South African War as a combatant. :
There is 2 man who was a sergeant
in some Indian transport corps, and .

served for a time.in a similar capacity
in this country. MHe is believed to
possess the Tirah medal, but our
contemporary’s imformant has never
seen his South African medals, if he
has them., Another Indian was a
bombardier in a native mountain
battery, resigned before the South
African War broke out, -and came
here as a servant to a British colonel ;

- but, though he is supposed to have

been wounded, he was never a com-
batant,
the gth S khs was in the ‘F'ransvaal,
but has now pone hack o Tndia,

Lab Singh, an ex-sergeant in

- had all registered on the finger-print
. system without demur.

The Transvaal Government, said
Mr. Smuts, still offered to register
Asiatics if they volunteered to register
ina body. " lie was in close touch
Pwith the Asiatic conmmmily, amd
rwould not be surprised if they soon
recognised that the position they had
 taken up was an impossible one. 10
they 1epistered, the Asiatic question
would be finally closed in the Trans-
vaal. ‘Those lcgally here would be
i pluced on a proper {ooting, and the
. Immigration Act- would effectually
{ close the door on the rest.
I

i
]
i

The Asiatic Law was devised as
| much to protect the Asiatic legally in
| the Transvaal, as to proteet the white
| people and prevent further immigra-
| tion. A Government constituted such
{ as theirs, having at their back the
i'whole of the white population of the
Transvaal, with a few exceptions, was
ﬁmund to be fair and just, and take
"into consideration all the facts and
I equities of the case. The Asiatics
had been.obstinate and wrong-headed.
He now called upon the white popu-
lation. to recognise that they had great
power-as a whitc community, but they
must be careful how they wielded. it.

At a special meeting of the Diritish
‘Indian Association on Tuesday last,
the 28th ulto., Mrx Halim Mahomed
‘was elected Acting~Chairman of the
Association during the enforced ab-
sence of Mr. Essop Ismail Mia.

.ol the Transpaal Leader, telegmphing
on Tuesday, says that during the past
week 74 Indian passive resisters from
the Transvaal arrived. = They gave
their papers to the police while there
in transit.- : !

' ‘The Transvaal Leader, dealing with
the issue of Municipal licences in
Johannesburg, says:—

In no department bas there been
such a great falling off as in that of
hawkers’ licences. This, of course,
is almost, if not entirely, due to the
| state of affairs brought about by the
| Asiatic Registration Act. Last year
-the total number of hawkers’ licences
?issued was 71,600. The total issued

this year amounts to only 462. Not

a single licence has this year been
| issued to an Asiatic simply because
" the Asiatic has not complied with the
. law. Assuming that every one of the
1,000 odd licences that have not been
| fenewed this year representes an asse
lto tha holler, taken in the tigegaie
]

i
I
|
!
H
!
1

The Delagoa Bay Correspondent’

_vacancies with white men.

they must have been equal to & con-
siderable sum of money. Inta whose
pocket is that money now to go?
Into the European's? One would
have thought that the greengrocery
trade, for instance, would have been -
immediately seized upon by white
traders. It would appear, however,
that the hawkers' licences already |
issued have been nearly alt renewals,
‘They are held by some Europeans,
by a good many Assyrtuns and by a
fair number of Malays. The position
of the Assyrian is somewhat peculiar.
By birth he is strictly an Asiatic,  If
he i1s a Christtan he is, however,
exempt from the operations of the
law, and is deseribed as *a Christian
subject of the Turkish Empire,” 1f
he is not a Christian then he is an
Asiatic within the meaning of the
Act. ' ’

Speaking at I'retoria on Thursday,

“the_ z3rd ulto.,, Mr. Johaun Rissik,

Minister for Native Affairs, satd that
the presence of the Asiatics con-
tributed largely to the impoverished
condition of the people. T'he peeple
of Lurope did net undersiand the
pusition: Asiatics cobstituted one-
twentieth of the population of .the
Transvaal. Calevlated on the same
basis, how would the people of Eng-
land like it if they were invaded by
two and a baif millions of Asiatics ?
Would they not also adopt strong
measures of restricting unmigration ?

The Lranseaal Leader understands’
that all the Indians in the employ of
the Jobhannesbury Municipality who
have relused to register have received
one month’s notice to leave,  Practi-
cally all the men are in the employ of
the Parks and Estates Committee,
who bave not taken this step without
considerable reluctance, for the In-
dians are ideal gardeners, patient and
careful. However, their refusal to
tegister left the committee no alterna-
tive. ' Steps will be taken to fill the -
As there
are ‘over 100 Indians in the employ of -
the committee, there should be at
jeast half that number of billets open
for Luropeans. -

The Ramd Darlv Marl states that,
almost all the Indian occupants of
the Municipal houses in Newtown
have now been arrested, The loss of
rent to the Municipality which this
will entail will probably cone to from

£sooto L1000 per annum. It is
extremely improbable that these

houses will ever be occupied by

i whites, and Kaffirs are prevented by

law . from taking the place of the
Indians. '
A meeting at the Caxton Hall, ai-
tended by a hundred lodians, passed
a resolution sympathising with the
Transvaal Tndians, and pointing out
that harar waa heing done in India
by the policy vl the Transvaal Gav
wrtmang.  Werter,
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Owing to a misinterpretation of a
telegram, the following appeared in
our issue of last week : # The general
impression scems to be that it s in-
tended to expel those Indians who
are not identified.”

The correct rendertng should have
been : *The general impression seems
to be that it is intended to expel In-
dians and not to identify them,”

"The following cable was sent o the
South Africa British Indian Com-
nitiee in London on Saturday last by
the British Indian Association, giving
a stmmary ol the position of affairs
to date in the ‘I'ransvaal as the result
of the enforcement of the Asiatic
Registration Act :—There were, on
that day, zoo Indians in goal, 120
under notice to leave the Colony,
and zo warned to uppear before the
Magistrate  for failing to register.
There were 3 Chinese in gaol and
38 uhder notice. Many more arrests
were  expected, the towns affected
- being Johannesburg, Pretoria, Picters-
burg, Heidelbery, Vereeniging, Kru-
gersdorp, Barberton, Germiston, Vot-
chefstroom, and Roodepoort. The
arrests include all the officials of the
British Indian Association, the Hami-
“dia Islamic Society, and the Trans-
vaal Chinese Association. Hindus,
Mahomedans, Parsis, Christians, a
barrister, merchants, traders, hawkers,
agents, clerks, interpreters, Govern-
ment officials were cflected. Colonial-
bom  Indians, Indians who were
married in South Africa and have
cluldren born here are not exempt.
A minimum estimate of Jthe assets
Lelonging to those arrested and which
were imperilled in Johannesburg alone
was £ 150,000, Many fannlies were
left on the mercy of the community.
Some merchants of 2o years’ standing
were to be imprisoned.  The victims
include greybeards and youths of
tender years, two old soldiers bearing
medals of several campaigns, leaders
of the Ambulance Corps that took
part it the Boer War, and the
Streteher Bearer Corps in the Ratal
' Rebellion, and nuy merchants who
had cheerfuily tost heavily during the
war,  Half the Indian  population
had aircady left the Fransvaal rather
than register. Hundreds of municipal,
railway, and Govetnment employees
had been discharged owing to non-
registration,  The Asiatic community
wis detertnined to continge the strug-
gle to the bitter end:

At Krugersdorp, alse, Lala Nuzla
and Ruddhia Lala were ordered to
eave the Colony within 14 days,

On Maonday, at Roodepoort, 4 In-
dian hawkers from Randlontein were
deadt with by the Magisirate for trad-
ing without licences, they having been
refused these because they were not
registered under the Registration Act,
‘They also clected to go to garol for
14 days,  They askerl the Mapistrato
why ey were arrestzd under the
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Municipal By-laws and not under the
Asiatic Law Amendment Act.

At Pretoria, on Saturday last, Bhikha
l.allu and Naran Daya, together with
one Chinaman were breught before
the Magistrate on a charge of being
in the Colony without a registration
certificate Issued under the new Regis-
tration Aet.  They were ordered to
leave the Colony by the sth instant,
The Chinaman stated that he con-

sidered the law was cruelty to
animals.
At Potchefstroom, on Saturday,

Osman Jiga and Moosa Alalkharia
were ordered to leave the Colony by
the 318t ultimo, v

Fourteen hawkers were dealt with
on Saturday by the Magistrate at
Krugersdorp and ordered to pay a
fine of £z or go to prison without
hard labour for fourteen days. They
all chose imprisonment,

At Pretoria, on Monday, 15 Indians,

and 131 Chinese wers sentenced to 3
months’  imprisonment  with  hard
labour each for failing to leave the
Colony when ordered to do so.

In B Court, Johannesburg, on Mon-
day, Nars: Jeram and David Ernest
werc ordered to leave the Colony
within 14 days. The former said
# I have beeir in the Colony for. 12
years and worked up a business.”
The latter said that 'he had been in
the Transvaal for 21 years. He was
born in Natal, was married in South
Africa, and had eight children born
in the 'Transvaal. He would not
register. - Eight - others received a
similar sentence.

Ladhasingh at Boksburg was order-
ed to leave the Colony within 14
days for not being in possession of a
registration certihcate under the Re-
gistration Act, on Monday last. At
the conclusion of the case, the farge
number of Indians present in the
Court formed in  procession  and
marched to. the location. This is
the first prosecution in Boksbury
under the Registration Act,

At Germiston, on Monday, B.
Hazurasingh, Chairman of the local
Hindu Society, was ordens] to leave
the Colony within 48 hours, for a
similar offence. .

Amongst those who were- first
ordered to leave in Barberton were A.
Benjamin and ]. S, Moonsamy.

Umtali (Rhodesia} Indians have
donated Lrr to the funds of the
British Indian Association.

The secretaries of the Natal Indian
Congress request the various Indian
associations in diffetent parts of
Solth Aftica to7send the Hames of
their officials with their postal and
telegraphic addresses. ’

.

A fetr white men are taking vp the
work oi the Indianhawkers and pedlars. -
It is unlikety that anything much will
come of this, ' '

Meetings of Europeans have been
held at different places in the Trans-
vaal to support the Government. The
usual resolitions have been passed.

At the Germiston Town Council
meeting recently ' a discussion took:
place as to whether they themselves
or the Chamber of Commerce should
call a meeting to support the Govern-
ment’s Asiatic policy, ‘

Mr. T. A. White (Deputy-Mayor)
said it was not a Municipat but a pol-
itical matter, and that if the Council
called the meeting they would be sur-’
charged with the cost, 1f, however,
the membets of the Council wese pre-
pared to pay their share of the cost,
he did not see why the meeting
should not be held. He would like
to know from Mr. Preddy whether the
Asiatics leasing a portion of the Mar-
ket-Square were registered,

MrPreddy: 1 doo't kmow, but |
hope they are not ! (Lawghter.)

After further discussion it was re-
solved that the Miyor convene a pub-
lic meeting, the place and date being
left to him to arrange, the voting be-
ing ten for the meeting and five
against. '

It was agreed that it the cost of the
meeting was surcharged by the audit-
ors, those whose votes were recorded
in favour ol the meeting should hear
the cost between them, those against -
it being freed from any liability.

& meeting was held at  Klerksdorp
te support the Govertment's attitude
in rezard to the Asiatic guestion.
The Mayor prestded and resolutions
were passed approving of the policy
of the Government and urging firm-
ness it carrying out the Astatic Act

A deputation of *Qude Ambtenar-
en,” consisting of Messrs. G. B. van
Leaglo, P. Dietzsch, J. H. Munnik,
E. Olivier and P, Preturions, had an-
intervicw with the Premier and sub-
mitled tu lim the varibus resolutions
passed at the mecting-on Jaouary 18,
at lohannesburg. 'The resolutions
put forward included the one that
*“"The meeting resolves to request the
Government to appoint in future nore
of the late Republican officers, so that
the comparison shall be at least one
hulf of the ex-officials to the more re-

«eently appointed officials, and then

not only to the lower positions but to
the njore responsible positions.”

The Dundee Farmers have passed’
a resolution supporting the Transvaal
Government, and another resolution
reyuesting legislation restricting Asia-

" tic iminigration and licences.
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The Aboobaker Case Again 1
L

No Relief :
The following copies of correspon :
dence have been forwarded for publi- |
cation :—
Johannesburg,

15th December, 1907,

The Honourable, !
the Colonial Secretary,
Sir, *
Re LEstate Late Aboobaker Amod

As the Government is aware, Clause
17 of the Asiatic Law Amefdment
Act was inserted in order to givt re-
lief 1o the heirs of this Estate and to
enable them to hold Er{ 373 iu Church
Street, Pretoria, purchased by the late
Mr, Aboobaker Amod before Law 3
of 1885 was passed. Before the
Clause was drafted last year, the cir-
cumstances under which the property
was transferred in favour of Mr. Polak
were placed before the then Attorney-
General and it was understood: that
the Clause was drawn up in order to
meet the case. A Deed of Transfor
was duly framed to register the Erf in
favour of the heirs, who -are British
. Indians, and submitted to the Regis-
trar of Deeds. He, however, threw
out the transfer, because, in his opin-
ion the case was not covered by the
clause in question. The matter then
went before Mr. Justice Wessels in
Chambers, who upheld the Registrar’s
contention, The Clause in question
has thus proved ineffectual for giving
relief to the heirs. May I veowure to
. trust that the Government will grant
relief to the heirs? In my hamble
opinion, the most expeditious method
of doing this would be to declare that
portion of the strect capable of being
heid by British Indians.

I have, etc.,
(5d). M. K. Gaxout.

Pretotia,
January 6th, 1908.
M. K. Gandhi, Esq.,
Johannesburg.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter bi the
18th ultimo, and to inform you that
the Government is unable to declare
the area situate in Church Street,
Pretoria, and formerly the property of
the late Aboobaker Amod to-be a
place in which Asiatics may hold real ‘
property

1 have, etc.,
(8d.) E. M: GoRraEs,
Act. Asst. Colonial Secretary.

”

Mx. CHURCHILL AS SECKETARY OF
Srarr. It is reported that Mr. Wins-
"ton Churchill will be appointed Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies, and
that Lord Elgin will replace the Mar-

quis of R!pon Lord Privy Seal in the
House ‘of Lords. Lord Ripon is
tetiring,—-Reuter. :

-

lhvited by the Govern=-
mgnt

Strange Statement at Roodepoori

At the last meeting of the Roodepoort
Town Council, a petition was read in
which the petitioners urged the Coun-
cil to convene a public meeting as
soon as possible for the purpose of
; passing a resolution andorsmg the
action of the Government in relation

to the Asiatics.

Mr. De Lacy thought that as the
question savoured of politics it should
not be considered by the Council.

Mr, Van Rensburg moved that such
a m:eting should be convened by the
Mayor. He pointed out that Muni-
cipalities had been invited by the
Government to co-operate with them

in the action they were taking.

The Mayor said that it was rather
like dabbling in higher politics.

~Mr. Campbell then seconded the

motion, and it was carried, the deci-
sion as to date to be fixed later,

Alleged I[lltreatment of
Indians

At Delagoa Bay

The following is a copy of a letter
addressed by the Foreign Office, to
the Secretary of the South Africa
British Indian Committee in Lon-
don :—

Sir,—With reference to the letter

{ from this Department of July 26th

last, respecting the alleged illtreat-
ment of certain British Indians at
Delagoa Bay, I am directed by Secre-
tary Sir E. Grey to state that he has
received further particulars by mail
on the object.

. His Majesty’s. Consul-General at
Lourenco Marques- reports that the
Regulations require an Asiatic before
disembarking at Delagoa Bay 1o pro-
duce a certificate showing either that
he has been previously domiciled in
Portuguese East Africa, or that he is
authorised to proceed to the Trans-
vaal. These certificates or passports
are issued either at Lourenco Marques

‘or in the Transvaal as the case may

be. Asiatics in possession of the
necessary documents are furnished
with a landing permit, called, Sa/ve-
conduclo. .

On the occasion in question the
British Indian subjects above referred
to, had no certificates and landed by
means of forged permits and it was
not considered feasible to compel
them to re-embark.

They were, however, ordered to
leave Portuguese East Africa and the
mnjority id so at once. TFourteen,
however, who were not pmvided with
the requisite means, remamed n the
Colony.

The Government of Portuguese
East Africa could not have compelled
the men to work in prison, but Sir
: E. Grey understands that in this case

they were offered the alternative of
working on the railway for the usual
wages until they had earned enough
money to purchase their return pass-
age. ‘ _
Iam to add that Major Baldwin
was informed that none of the men
objected to working under these con-
ditions and that none were refused
permission to leave the country.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,
{Sgd). W. LANGLEY.

Late News

The Prime Minister, the Hon. F. R,
Moor, has consented to receive a
deputation of six representative Indi-
ans on the question of licences, on a
day next week to be fixed later. The
Indians met on Thursday night and
appointed the following to meet the |
Premier : Ir Nanji, Messrs, Dawad
Mahomed, Abdul Cadir, M. C, An-
glia, Amod Bayat, and another gent-
leman from Ladysmith.

Johannesburg, ¥riday, **

The compromise effected is gener-
ally considered satisfactory by the
Aslatic communities,

Mr. Gandhi and others, numbering
over two hundred, were released this
morning ; there were no public demon-
strations.

_ All prosecutions still pending bave
been withdrawn.

Asiatics will be trading without
licences until- the meeting of Parlia-
ment.

The official correspondence has -
been published.

Johannesburg, January 3o.~—Inter-
viewed by the Rand Darly Masf rep-
resentative to-night, Mr. Gandhi said
in eflect that the compromise must
not be considered a victory for the
Indians, as the compromise, in his
opinion, was a fair one. Mr. Smuts
by it had retained his honour and
self-esteem, while the Indians’ scruples
and ' objections had received every
consideration.—Reuter,

Iaprerian ResronsipiniTy.  Chief-
Justice Sir Henry Bale, when speaking
recently at a meeting of the Royal
Colonial Institute in London said:
It may, of course, be we Colonists do
not always; perhaps, sufficiently re-
cognise the Imperial interests which
are involved in questions which, to us,
may not always present themselw,s,
as it were, in an Imperial aspect. It
may be due to some extent to our
environment. but, as I have said, I
have felt we do not always sufficiently
realise that what may be pood for us
may not be good for the Empire as a
whole. and that some questions have
an Imperial bearing and tendency
which we, perhape. do not sufliciently
appreciate
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Humility

THERE is an Indian proverb that
“The more the mango tree flourishes,
the more it droops.” There can be no
gainsaying the fact that Indians in the
Transvaal have come out of their
strugpgle with honour, and, what is
‘more, without their sacred resolution
having been broken. The suffering
that they have gone through must be
taken as a necessary process of puri-
fication.

The compromise contemplates the
nitimate repeal of the Act, which was
‘the soul of the objection. The volun-
tary registration which has been offered
often has now-been accepted, and the
condition stated in the dignified, yet
humble, letter written by Muessrs.

" Gandhi, Quinn, and Naidoo is that
“the Act is not o apply to those who
voluntarily register themselves. The
Government receive all they wanted
in the way of identification, so that
each parly gets the substance it was
stri;zing for. Looked at in that light,
the compromise reflects credit alike
on the Government and on the Indian

community, The Government have | will accept no comprumise upon such ]
. Fi 3

Puainix, NaTAL, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY

shown their strength in having even at
the cleventh hour recognised Lhe
necessity of consulting Indian senti-
ment.  The  much-discussed  finger-

manner, and their acceptance by the
Indian community shows not only its
prudence, but it shows that the Indian
objection has never centred round
finger-prints,

Wemust decline to call this com-
promise a victory for Indians. That
were an abuse of terms, but, if it be at
all applicable in this connection, the
victory is for Truth. Indians have
always Sstated, and rightly so, that
this was a religious fight. People
who only give a superlicial meaning
to the word religion, have failed to
sce any in the Indian struggle, but
Indians themselves have thought
otherwise, They undertook it in the
name of God, and they bave to humble
themselves before Him for having re-
ceived sufficient strength to come
through the ordeal

Moreover, Indians have little reason
to glory over the compromise, but
every incentive to walk humbly, be-
cause the work of a different and
higher type has only just commenced.
The community has, of its own asking,
rbeen put upon its trial. Instead of
the Law requiring it on pain of suffer-
ing the penalties, they have incurred
a moral and, therefore, a higher obli-
gation by offering the Government
every facility for identifying all Indians
entitled to veside in the Transvaal, It
is, therelure, now constructive work,
and, whilst the community has proved
itself capuble of carrying onin an or-
derly, peaceful and perfectly courteous
-manner, the necessary work of des-
truction, it has now to show that it is
capable of solid and substantial con-
structive work, When it has proved
itself worthy of the confidence reposed
in it, the Indian community may have
reason to cougratulate itsell, and will
certainly have risen very high indeed
in the estimation of all thoughtful
men.

WE ARE AFRAID THAT 1T WILL BE
needful for British

The Need of  Indians in this Col-
Discrimination ony to keep a watch-
‘ ful ey: on the turn

of events here. From inspired reports,
it appears that the Imperial Govern-
ment are quite prepared to deprive the
{ Natat Indians of the municipal fran-
! chise, under the provisions of the
- Municipal Carporations Bill, if only
I this Colony will amend the Licensing
; Law to the extent of allowing appeal
i o the Supreme Court from the decis-
vions  of  Licensing Courts’ Ofhicers,

| We hope that the Indian community

prints remain, though in an elastic |

a basis. The two matters are entirely
distinct and should be dealt with each
on its own merits. A franchise once

j granted ought not to be taken away.

We are at a loss to understand why,
for instance, an Indian merchant's
name should be allowed to remain on
the municipal roll (for there are signs,
that even the Imperial Government

will not permit an attack upon vested

interests), whereas his son, who may

be, from the Furopean point of view,

more highly qualified for citizenship,

will be debarred from exercising the

civic franchise. And  what the

municipai franchise has to do with

the question-of meting out justice to

the licensed dealer it is not easy to

explain. If an injustice has alrcady

been done the Indian community, we .
are unable to conceive that it ean be

remedied by its replacement by an-

other injury. It is plain that Natal

Endians are called upon to take a

strong position if they wish to safe-

guard their children’s privileges. There
seems, indeed, to be much ado about

nothiug, for, though, to-day, the Indi-

an is, in.theory, qualified as a municip-

al voter, in practice, he has not exer-
cised his vyhts, realising, with great

self-restraint, the erpediency of not

adding fuel to the fire of prejudice

against him.  Surely it is the height

of unfairness to penalise him for this

display of common-sense and patriotic

duty.

A Theatrical Performance

t

In Aid of Transvaal Indians

A Theatrical Play entitled - Dage
Hasarat, in Hindustani, was given on -
the first instant, in the Victoria The-
atre, Durban, underthe auspices of the
Durban Fruiterers’ Association. The
actors of the East Indian Theatrical
Company and other amateurs took & -
prominent part in the proceedings,
The net proceeds are to go to the
funds of the British Indian Associa-
tion, Johannesburg, in aid of Indians
in the ‘T'ransvaal. The Theatre was
closely packed by all sections of the
Indian community,

Mr. Dadae Osman thanked the audi-
ence on hehalf of the Natal Indian
Congress, and Messrs. Dawad Mah-
omed, Parsce 8. J. Randeria, and
U. M. Shelat also addressed the audi-
ence. )

Mr. Parsee Rustomjee paid a trib-
ute to the conununities represented by
the audivnce and specially thanked
those prescnt on behalf of the British
Indian Association, under the direc-
tion of the Assistant-Secretary of that '
body. Mr. Rustomjee also asked the
peaple to exter:t the game generous
support o tie . st Natsrday when a
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Gujar.‘m play is_to bc: siven fur the
same purpnse.

Alr, O, K. Latel, on heball of the

Fruiterers’ Association, thanked the
leaders of the Natal Indian Congress
and the audience for therr presenie,

Y

Vblunt_;ary 'Registratiqn‘.

Full Instructions -

We have been informed that the
work of voluntary registration for all
the ‘Indians in the ‘I'ransvaal and
which has-been accepted by the Gov-
emment commences in right earnest
on Monday next, the 1oth instant, at
Johannesburg, in the Old Dalch
Church, Von Brandis Square, from
9 o'clock in the morning, except on

the first day, when it will Be*from 1o |

o'clock. Due information will be
given with reference to registration in
oihier places, and it 15 stated that,
except in Pretoria and Johannesburg,
the receiving of applicationts will be
left in the hands of the Magistrates
in the dilferent parts.

" The [orm of registration certiticate
and the form of application have been
considerably changed, in order to suit
the new situation. Every adult male
Indian should present himself for
registration, and all those who are
entitled to receive the certificate will
be registered. ‘Roughly; those who
are in possession of permitd fona-fide
issued to thent, and those who are in
possession of Old Duteh registration
certiticates, being their property, and
all children who entered the country
openly when they were under the age
of 16 years will be registered. The
following may be, to all intents and
purposes, laid down as the rule re-
garding the methods of identifica-
tion :—

(a) At the discretion of the Regis.
trar, signatures, that is to say signa-
tures well-formed, bearing the impress

“of the signatory and not a2 mere
tracing of letters, will be atcepted -in
place of finger-prints from those who
may possess property qualifications,
or may be otherwise known as resi-
dents of the Transvaal.

(b) Signatures in plage of finger-
prmt'; will be zccepted from those
who possess educational qualification
suflicient to satisfy the test under the
Immigrants’ Restriction Act--

{c} Those who have any real or
conscientious ebjections to giving ten
finger-prints, and who do not fall
under either of the above clauses,
may be allowed to gwe thumb-pnn:s
instead of digit impressiops. :

Whilst all these are very-liberal
concessions, in our opinion, it wilt
be more becoming -of the Indian com-
munity not to take advantage of them,
The main point having beeu secured,
we are of opinion that everyane
should give digit i impressions without
the slightest hesitation. In any case,
the Woaders who have u tight net 1y
BV B 2 B0t shondd be e tiep
boowa b and mer. o give thise

—

impressions, so as to [fucilitate the
work of identiication, and make the
process ensier for the Governnent,
We believe that the Indian com-
munity will show its real dignity by
making as limited a use of the con-
cession as possible. We understand

Ahat Messrs, Lissop Mia, Gandhi, and

others who have been closely identi-
Jied wilh the struggle, have ducxdul

not ta claim the concession,
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where his wife lay upon a bed of sick-
ness whence she ‘might never again
arize.  Upon his arrival in Durban,
however, she demanded of him the
cause of his departure from the Trans-
vaal, and when she heard thé cause
peremptorily ordered him to return by
thre next train and submit to his pun-
ishment, He returned, surrendered to

sentenced to three months’ imprison-
ment with-hard labour. | :

Auother man, in Pretoria, who had

the police in Pietersburg, and was

. : ™| disobeyed the magisterial order to
Indian Women and the | t]ylc Colony, was to appear before
Struggle the Court'to receive sentence; His.
—_ courage began to leave him, but his

" A Magnificent Example wite informed him that if he- were a
_— } eoward, she would don his clothes

[.\‘I'FCIAI.I." CONTRIRUTED |

The record of the struggle so satis-
factorily ended in the Transvaal would
be incomplete without a word said of
the heroisin of the Indian womnien,
There are not very many of them in
the Transvaal, owing to the many un-
fortunate circumstances attending the
residence o that Colony of l:t‘]tlSh
indians, but their courage and scli-
denial have received as trying a test
as could well be magmed.

No one who is at all acquainted
wi.h the intense family affection ex-
isting amongst Indians can be unaware
of the supreme sell-sacrifice of the
‘Fransvaal Indian women. Not one

"knew from one day to another when

her husband would be torn from her
side and consigned to thegaols of the
{Colony, when the father ol her child-.

ren would suddenly disappear, when

her natural protector and the family
bread-winner would be swiltly with-
drawn, and she and her children left
to starve, or obliged to rely upon the
honour of the Indian community, that
it would be true to the solemn pledye
taken in September, 1906, and would
maintain the women and children of
those who shouid be incarcerated.
One thing these brave women did
know. They were posilive that it was
impossible for their husbands to fulfil
the religious vows, taken on the oc-
casion of their nuptial cereronies, if
the latter could forswear their sacred

-oath not to register under an easlaving

law. They realised instinctively that,

‘whereas their husbands were, in a
1+ sense, fighting for themselves alone

and their own freedom, they, the
weomen, not only had to regard the
honour ef their husbands and the
preservation of the spirit of the marri-
age rites of themselves, but they had
also to secure the permanent liberty
of their children. Thus they realis-
ed that a double duty, a beavier res-

- ponsibility, was imposed upon them.

1t was for them to safeguard the pres-
ent and the future, _

And nobly did they f(ulfil their
honourable task.  One of the men ar-
rested at Pietersburg was in Pretoria
when the Pretoria men were sentenced
wer harbarmualy, weeriled at the: thovghe
o heasy peoaiticy, incloding Yarg
labane, e hasoly proesedet 1 Natd,

and herself receive punishment on his
behalf. He went to gaol,

The Madrassi women of Pretoria
informed their husbands, sons, and
hrothers, who had undertaken picket
duty, that they need not be atarmed
for them. If the men were arrested
and sent to gaol,
weuld ac once ke their places in the
1:1; kets’ ranks and warn the people of
tln_ perils awaiting them. .

LAt (;(,rnnstun, on Tuesday week, a
mass meeting of Indian women was
held, to pretest against the iniquities
of the law. A resolution was passed
calling upon the Government to res-
pect Indian marital vows, which for-
bade the separation of husbands from
wives and wives from hushands, and
-demanding the right to share their
husbands’ imprisonment. A similar

week last in Johannesburyg, when the

unnecessary such a proceeding.
Instances such as these make us

| realise something of the religious spirit
that animated the oppaosition of the

Iridian community to the Registration
Act.  When the women could show
such courage, it was impossible to
‘doubt the success of the passive re:
'sistance movement, for the men dared
not prove themselves weaker than the
women. In the light, then, of these
incidents, who shall say that the
Transvaal Indian community was
without its heroines. And better still,
who can doubt the possibilities for
good of their offlspring. To be bor

not easily deserved, and the European
colonists should rejoice at the prospect
of the advent of a generation of Indi-
ans born in times of heroism and
strugg gle. imbued at birth with the very
‘instinct of selfsacrifice and deep re-
ligious duty. ‘ :

A. CHESSEL PlgukT.

L

. Inp1ans 18 Jasiaca.  Free Indian

Innpigrants into, Jamiaca can obtain
employment as agricultural labourers
and ean buy pood land at from ’(_l W
LR T teres wikh ggod  prospect o,
""‘L’H‘l a eappbortalibe In;*’uh.uu]

they themselves.

meeting was being arranged for Friday

happy culmination of events rendered’

of such mothers as these is an honour
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The Settlement

News and \.(iews

The Position Up to Date

In the House of Commons on the
31st ulto., Mr. John Morley (Secret:
ary of State for India), amidst cheers,
announced the settlement of the Asta-

‘tic difficulty in the Transvaal. He
paid a tribute to the Transvaal Gov-
ernment for accelerating the good end
of a most critical episode, Mr. Mor-

ley added that a good spirit had been.

shownthroughout the trouble. Reuter.

On the same date a Mereury spegjal
cable states : -

The Trmes to-day expresses pro-
found thankfulness at the settlement
of the Asiatic difficulty in the Trans-
vaal, and congramlates all parties
concerned in the matter. The news-
paper praises cspecially the conduct
of Mr. Gandhi and his friends.

At the same time, he Times tre-
marks, that nobody in the Transvazl,
whether Government or Opposition,
English or Boer, seems to have touked
at the question from any point of view
but that of the most limited provinci-
alism ; and deplores the fact that this
provincial spirit seems to have pre-
vented the tdex of an earlier com-
promise. . -

. The Times correspondent in Cal-
cutta telegraphs that the Transvaal
settlement of the Indian question has
been received with unqualified satis-
faction in India. The sympathetic
artitude of the Indian Government
will, he says, appease the indignation
hitherto prevailing regarding this
matter. s

Speaking to a Zranspaal Lcader
reporter Mr. William Hosken, M.L.A.
said he believed the settlement was
agreeable to all sides. “I think,”
he added, *the Government is to be
commended for recognising the ex-
tremely difficult position that hns
arisen, and meeting it in a practical
and statesmanlike manner.”

The London correspondent of the
Star, telegraphing on Saturday, says
that Z /e T7mes prints in a prominent
position a letter signed by Mr. Patrick
Duancan (late Colonial Secretary of
the Transvaal} and by Messrs. Curtis,
Feetham and Martin {members of the
Transvaal Legislative Council), ex-
plaining that the real object and effect
of the Registration Act is not mainly
the question of trade rivalry, but re-
gard for the future population of the
country, at the gates of which a flood
of immigrants is waiting.

After insisting on the necessity of
the Registration Act and denying that
the finger print system is degrading,
the writers declare that the question
in South Africa, as in Canada and
Australia, is whether partnerfikip in
the Empirs oeecasarily eatrivé the
obligation to allow Asigtics to #nter

"Press from Mr. Patrick Duncan, form-

{.to cases of criminals.

| a praper registration of those who had

I
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frecly, knowing that they can compe!
the Furopean shopkeepers and artis-
ans to adopt lower standards of living
‘or give place to them. The writers
refuse to Delicve that the partnership
is incompatible with the firm belief
of the Furopean in South Africa that
the future of the country lies with
him and his race. )

London, Feb, 30—l.ord Ampthill,
replying to the recent letter to the

er Colonial Sccretary of the T'ransvaal,
and membets of the Transvaal Legis-
lative Council, dealing with the Asia-
tic Registration Act,-and the ideal of
a white South Africa, deprecates such
letters at the present moment. He
repudiates the assertions that the ob-
jections of Indians to the regulations
are insincere.

His Loordship advocates regarding
the matter in favour of the Imperial
standpoint, and wants restricted immi-
gration.— Reuter. ’

London, Ieb. 4.—A farther Blue
book was issued to-day publishing
additional dispatches on the Asiatic
question in the Transvaal ol which
the following is a synopsis :— .

On Jan. =23, Lord RElgin sent a
communication to lLord Selborne ex-
plaining the methods of taking the
finger-prints in use in India. His
Lordship points out that the practice
of taking ten finger-prints is confined

Lord Selborne, in reply, dated Jan.
28, replied, that the Transvasl Gov.
ernment will gladly accept the sume
practice as is in vogue in India, but
that the Indians object to the spirit
rather than the details of the law. °

In a dispatch on the following day,
the High Commissioner announces
that a settlement has been arrived at.

The final dispaich is one frem Lbrd
Elgin on Jan. 31, which congratulates
Lord Selborne and the Transvaal
Ministers upon the settlement, and
acknowledges their uniform courtesy
throughout the correspondence on the
subject.

Johannesburg, Feb. 5 (Reuter).—
Speaking at a political meeting to-
night, Mr. Smuts devoted the most
part of his remarks to the Asiatic
question. He maintained that there
had been no climb down on the part
ol the "Government. The Govern-
ment did not wish to exclude the
Asiatics in the country, but to have

the right to be here. The object of
the Act had leen attained, and the
Immigration Act would keep from
henceforth all Asiatics out. He eul-
ogised very highly the action of the
Rritish Government in not interfering
with them on the question, especially
as the vast majority of the British
Empir¢ was nol constituted of white
people.  He alHo _lhnf‘lkm} the .pr_o'-.l;
grassive Pariy (or Weiping the Choveni |
s ' |

General Smuté on the
Compromise

Au Interview by the * Star ™

The Colonial Secretary, interviewed
on Friduy morning on his way to the
Sterkstroom meeting as to the arrange-
ment arrived at between the Govern-
ment and the Asiatic leaders, made
the following statement to the Siar
correspondent :—

* The position is ths: T have re-
peatedly stated at meetings that we
are not going tu receive the registra-
tioh of A, B, and C as they might
come alowy. Ifthe Indians come to
us as a body and offer to register
within a certain’period, then we will
accept their registration. But the
matter will have to be legalised by
Parliament, There will be no special
sitting of Parliament. The matter will
be laid before Parliament at the next
ordinary session. The arrangementy
that we have arrived at is that al
those Indians who are well known}
who have property, and who are edu-+
cated, will be exempt from the finger-
print system, and they will not bey
pushed lo answer questions aboutﬁ; -
which they have religious scruples.)
The Colonial Secretary reserves the
discretion 1o state who are to be
exempt. This offer, ‘which I have
been asking them to make for 2 month
past, they are making now, and they
promise to " register in three tnonths,
Then T will bring the matter before
Parliament, which will have to pass a .
special law legalising the arrangement.
Meanwhile I undertake not to prose-
cute them. No licences will, however]”
be issued to them pending the de
cision of Parliament, but they cm
trade without licences, There is not
question of the Government having
given in. These people have insisted
that before they register the law must
be repeated ; but the Government has
refused, as it considered this a pre-
posterous proposal, and now the In-
dians have dropped it,” ‘

At Sterkstroom, General Smuts said "
the Government had never any ob-
jections to taking the signatures in-
stead of the finger-prints of the few
hundred men of education, property
or standing among the Asiatics in the
Transvaal. The Indians had now .
offered that they would come in amﬁ
registery all of them giving their fingey .
impressions except those who werd
cducated, were owners of property, or
were men of sufficient stnnding([
and length of residence to make their
identification certain.  Registration
would now take place within three
months. This would place the Colony
in a position to prevent any {further’
Asiatic immigration; most of the; ’
Asiatics in this country did not have,
wives here, consequently the Asiatic}
population would ' decrease, and in
twenty years or mote there would be *
no Asiatic fuestions, and then they |
epitdd fighs our 4 native guestion fnp
theme: ey
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‘A Mr. Gandhi Interviewed

“ Playing the Game"

Mr. Gandhi made a statement to
representatives of the .Press_immudl-
ately on his arrival at his office. He
‘snid : ‘This campaign has undoubtedly
shown one thing, if it bas shown any-
thing—that Indians in the Transvaa!
are deserving of selfrespect and of
ljeing classed as men, The charge has
often been brought against them that
hey are incapable of acting in concert
s the common good. 1-4hink I can
Lirly elaim for my countrymen that
hey have shown unexampled self-
acrifice. Hundreds of poot hawkers,
ather than pay the small fines that
Lcre inflicted on them by the Magis-
‘gate, -underwent the bardships of
prison life, simply for the sake of
principle.  Inthe course of iy pric-
tice I have not noticed many clients
who have been willing tu go to gaol
when there has been the option of a
fine. They have been willing to pay
the heaviest fines if thereby they
‘enuld aveid imprisonment. I must
say that, to a certain extent, the
cohesion that has been shown by the
poutest Indians in the Colony has
sheen an eyc-opener even to me, and
'\‘1 bave no doubt it has been to the
{Colonists. T think it” might also,
‘therefore, be claimed that if the com-
promise that has now been arrived at
is honourable to Indians} as it un-
doubtedly is 1o the Governtienty In-
. dians have figuratively bled lorit. It
*15 not possible to give an adeguate
idea of the sacrifice made by hundreds
of Indians, and in this category I in-
clude those Indians who leti the Col-
ony because they did not consider
themselves strong enougsh to brave the
strugele. Merchants with large stocks
in the Colony were perfectly resigned
to any consequences, but they would
nat submit to a law which in their
estimation degraded them. It was ne-
cessary, I think, for British Indians
. to show as much as they have before
they could claim to be trusted, and in

accepting the petition the Government .

have done nothing more than give
British Indians three months' grace.
We are now put upon our mettle. T'o
my mind the real work commences
only now, W have

‘ TO PLAY THE GAME,

" We have o show to the Government
and to the Colonists that Indiansasa
body have nothing to do with surrepti-
tidus entry—that although there is no
legal obligation we recoghnise a moral
‘obligation to give the Government
complete identification of every Asia-
tic who is entitled to remain in the
Colony or to re-dnter it, and if we
succeed in doing that T think that the
bitterest oppunent of British Indians
will have to adwmit that those who
prove their right to domicile and give

the Government full particulars as to

identification should not only b left
in the Colony unimalosted, but that
lhr)' snoiild Dave every Encutbige:

ment, so that instead of remaining in
.the Colony as a festering sore they
may so far as possible be assimilated
.and form part of the future South
African nation. I do think that the

highest statesmanship in South Africa
'consists not in treating any class of

its inhabitants as almost animals or
" pariahs, but it consists in
‘ TREATING THEM AS MEN;

land raising them to a higher level.
'The question of unfair competition
‘and such other questions crop -up
;only because sonbietimes one notices
fcases of unfair competition, but all
ithese matters can certainly be re-
(medied if the different races living in
i South Africa were to be educated up
"to a proper sense of citizenship.
proper citizenship I don't [ur one
.moment claim that all the races
1 ghould be clothed with the franchise,
.but I do claim that the dominant race
.should look forward to a time when
those lower races will he raised
Jhigher in the scale, Looking at the
“whole question in that light, I forone
Jhave no hesitation in agreeing eatirely
, with
 reference to the indentured Indians
"in Natal. As a matter of fact, the
| British Indian population there has
lalways submitted that indentured
Iiabuur should be stopped, no matter
rat what sacrifice.  Indians—that is,
ifrec Indians-—have never counten-
[anced nor wanted the system of in-
|denture.d ladour, and I admit that,
‘but for the system of indentured
[ labour in Natal, the Asiatic question
rwould not have caused the tronbie it
‘has. I certainly believe that, su long
as Natal continues to import inden-
tured labour, so long will there he

with Asiatics, but I dont wish, in
making this statement, to be under-
stood as saying that indentured In-
!dians, after regaining their freedom,
Ih:ivc been fliooding the 'Transvaal.
I know soch statenmients have been
made before now, but I am positive
there is absalutely no foundation for
them, if only for the reason that the
supervision over indentured Indians
is very strict, and no Indian from
India is allowed to leave the Colony
unless he has received his free pass,
The Immigration Department of
| Natal is practically in a position to
itrace every indentured Indian.

" Questioned with regard to his
EXPERIENCES IN THE FORT
Mr. Gandhi said :  So far as the gaol
tauthorities are concerned, they could
i not have been more considerate. "The
+ Governor-and all other officials were
. most kind and courteous. The Gov-
retnor paid a wisit cvery day, and
regularly enqurired whether we hiad any
vowplaints or requests to make, and,
if there were any, they were promptly
remedicd.
‘be granted within the regulations was
immediately granted.  Pacilities were
“uiven for taking out books from the
i Fitsem Library and for reegiving Looks
s froaue autside,

By !

Geperal Smuts' remarks with |

some trouble or other in connection

|
|
|

i
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Mr. Gandhi added that, lest a re-
mark in yesterday's Transoaal Leader
should be misunderstood, he desired
to state that the gaol premises, so far
as he was concerned, were kept

scrupulously clean, the only exception

being a place where prisoners who
could not be sent to their respective
cells had to wait. This place wus full
of bugs, which came, however, from
the woodwork, and its condition was

' not the fault of the gaol officials, but

wis due to the cramped space at thar
disposal, '

\

 $Leader” Interview
with Mr, Ganghi® .

Late on Thursday night, a L:-;ze!f}-_

representative interviewed Mr., Gan-
dhi on the settlement.  In the course
of the interview, Mr. Gandhi remark-
ed:

- “‘I'he compromise arrived at is

laggely  the same that was offered 'b):."
fthe Asiatic communities hefore pros

ceedings under the Registration Act,
were commenced.  This compromise’
will give complete identification of

every Asiatic over the age of 16 years

in the Colony, and those whuo may be
entitled to remain in or re-cnter it.
"The main distinction between the Act
and the wWeatification under “the dtfer

will consist in a sting of courpulsion

beltig removed.  The compromise
puts Asiatics on their honour “and
responsibility, and i it is not carried
out faithfully by my countrymen I
have no doubt that our psition will
deservedly be worse than it would
have been under the Act. But I do
not anticipate any dithcutly.  With

; reference to the wholesale arrests that

Any request that could

have Laken place during the last three
weeks, I do not think that Asiatics
can have any cause to grumble : that

procedure was necessury in order to

test the intensity—as also the reality
—of our feeling about the Act. I
raay stale that we who were at the
Fort were allowed to petition the
Government oflering once more volon-
tary rewstration, and the course adapt-
ed by the Government was in response
to that petition.  In my humble opin-
ion the Government have shown real
strength in acceding to the request.
I would {urther and at this stage say
that the leaders of the Asiatic com-
munities, so far as I am aware, will
loyally abide by the deeision of the
colenists to avoid further immigration
of Asiatics not entitled to enter by
reason of previoys domicile.”

Al

THE ASSISTANT PROTECTOR, A

- Government Gasetfe notice ionforms
the public that ** H. Robinson, Assist:

f nnt

Protentor  of  Immigrants, s

Couthorised to enter upon all estates

ar 7ilaces whote Indinns are ciployesd,
Do

IS ]
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Meeting at Caxton Hall

Huge Success

Expressions of Sympathy

[$rEcial To Inpray Orixtox]

The meeting at Caxton Hall, Lon-
don, on Thursday, gth Jan. convened
under the auspices of the South Ai-
rica British Indian Commitiee, was
extensively advertised for u week i
advance by the whole of the Mciro-
politan and Provincial Press. It had
been one of the chief subjects of
conversation and discussion since the
Immigration Restriction Act  was
sanctioned, . The hall was packed,
crowds standing at the back bificking
the aisles and stretching through the
door into the passage beyond.  Some
dozen M.I"s were present.
ority of the audience were English
sympathisers ; the proportion of In-
dians which ordinarily would have
been considered to be numerically
large, was small. A great number of
those present were delegates from
important organizations numhering
thousands ot members, so thut the
meeting may not uuproperly be-re-
garded as a buge mass mecting cx-
© pressing the fecling of the Metropolis
. on the subject.. .\mong the organiza-
_ tions represented were :—The New
Reform Club, The 1ondon Ivdian
Society, The National Indian Cong-
ress, ‘The Fabian Socicty, The Union
of Ethical Societies, The West [.on-
don Ethical Socicty, The Positvist
Society, The Wandsworth Trades and
Labour Council, The Lambeth and
Disteict Trades and ' Labour Council,
The East Indian Association, The
Wesleyan Methodist Society and
others. The accompanying exstracts
from telegrams and letlers are It a
few of the chief expressions of regret
received [rom sympathisers who were
for various reasons unable to be pres-
ent. The proceedings were character-
ised by an earncstiiess and enthusiasin

such as has seldom been experienced. |

The difficulty of the Chairman was to
restrain the indignation of the andi-
ence and some of the speakers. Of
the latter, the Labour representatives
especially sought to press the Govern-
ment to go much further than, in the
circumstances, the conveners of L.hc
mecting felt to be politic.  They n-
sisted upon an additional resolution
being put to the meeting demanding
¢rqual rights for DPritish Indians in
South Alrica, and over twenty, mostly
delegates, actually voted in support.

- The resolutions were carried unan-

_imously, only one amendment, that of |

Mr, Rees, M.P., to resolntion No 1,

being proposed and finding no more.

than two supporters. It was impos-
sible to bring the proceedings to a con-
"clusion before 7 o'clork, they lacting
not less than three hours, Fully a
dozen Press men took reports, and
the whole of the next morning's press
dealt at length with the matter. There
. must have been present not fuwer

The maj-
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than two hundred and nity people re-
presenting in the agyregite very many
thousands. Had the meeting been

litte doubt that scarcely any hall
would have buen too large to have
been filled.

The following expressions ot sym-
pathy were read -

Lord Roberts wired from Ascot “1
much regret being unable o attend
Meeting to-day, the object of which
! appeals to me.”
| "Fhe Natat Indian Congress, repres-
enting the Indiaos of Natal, cabled :—-
# Natal Indians thank your Lordship
for fighting nobly for welf-respecting
Indians domiviled ‘Iransvaal,  Fope
to-morrow’s meeting will show  the
might of Right.”

Sir  Williiun Brampton  Gurden,
MLE wrote =% 1 um almaid there is
no chance ol my being able to be in
Town next week,”

Mr. C. E. Mallet, M.P. wrote :—
“T am greatly in sympathy with the
objects af your mecting.”

Mr. 8. R. Richards, M.P, wrote :—
* Being in Scotland will prevent my
being at your mecting although with
you in spint.”

Mr, J. V. Cheetham, M. P, wrote:—

jeets of the mecting but greatly fear

present on an wccasion, the interest
and importance of which, at the pres-
ent juncture, it would be difficult
-to over estimate.”

Mr. Tom Burt, M. wrote :—*1
am fully in sympathy with the object
of the confercnce on the oth inst,
and regret that it is impossible for
me to be present.  Best wishes”

The Deptford and Greenwich
Trades Council wrute :—* Convey to
your Commitlee our cuarnest hope
that one result of your meeling may
be to have the Govermmnent intervene
ot behalf of our fellow subjects in the
Transvaal who are suffering such in-
justice by the application of the
Transvaal Immigrants  Restriction
Act. May T assure you that those
whom our Couneil represent hope
that your cflorts may meet with every
success.”

Mr. H. F. B. Lynch, M.DP.: - #1
am waiting in, London especially to
attend your meeting to-torrow.”

Sir Charles Bruce, formerly  Gov-
ernor of Mauritins and British Guiana:
«1 amr serry to find that I am nnable
to underlake a journey to onden Lo
be present at the mneeting al -Caxton
Hall to-morrow. 1 need hardly as-
sure you of my complete sympathy
with the objects of the meeting, and
I observe with pleasure that  this
! question of the position ol Dritish
Indians in the Transvaal to-day oreu-
pies a pusition of the frstrank among
Tmperial problems. Tt may be a dit-
fieult problem, Lut as Mr. Morley
wisely sabd, ¢ people whu find politie
al problems insolible are not lor poli-
Cliend tife) Your mecung witl, T hope,

] do much tu persuade the Guvernment

a public one, und an invitation been |
extended to all and sundry, there is |

¢ | ain.in full sympathy with the ob-

1 may not find it in my powcer to be’|

73

L that o Solution is a nhecessity, and

uccessity will no doubt prove the
mother of invention of an appropriate
method.” .

The Bishop of Southampton : * As
ra former Bishop of Bombay, [ have
{ been much distressed by the attitude
| adopted towards British Indians by
[ the U'ransvaal Government, 1 haveit
0wy mind to bring forward a resolu-
. tion vn the subject at the February
| Session of Convocation.” '
¢« The National Indian Association

wrote :-— This Assoctation sympath-

ises with the cause of the better
p treatient ot British Indians in the
i Transvaal.”
I At Murray Macdonald, M.P, :—
i 1 shall not be in Fown on Thurs-
I day, otherwise 1should certainly have
i attended the meeting.” )

Mr. W, H. Cowan, M.I', :(—*1 re-
gret nry absence abroad will prevent
my attending the Mecting. 1 feel
strongly that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment ought to use all its influence in
favour of British subjects so unjustly
and harshly treated in a Colony which
owes so much o Hritish generosity.”

Ay, Mill, Seeretary, of the Nattonal
Councilolthe YMLOU AL Ineorporated:
“ Rewrets that & Meeting in Session
[ prevents their astendance and adds it
imay be assumed 1 think that cvery
! Englishman quite irrespective of pobi-
tical hias or connection will be only |
| too thaprful if means can be devised

Ly which the harshness of the Trans-
b vaal Imigrants’ Restriction Act, in
I its application to British Indians law-
i fully resident in the “fransvaal, can

be mitigated.” ,
i The Seeretary, Hornsey Trades
I Council (Mr. H. Tomkins): “Re-
urets the absence of the representa-
| tive at the meeting but is requested
P to state that at their last meeting a
strang resolution of sympathy was un-
animously agreed to. It is deeply
to be recretted ' he continues * that
! alinost the youngest of our self-govern-
*ing colonies should so saon sully its
reputation with vexatious and insutt-:
ing trextment of fellow-subjects, but
it cannut but be apparent that over
and above the colour prejudice, that
so strongly afilicts 50 many of cur
over-sen communities, there is also an
underlying economic reason for the
persecution.  Wishing you every pos-
sible success in your agitation,”

Mr. Iin Maleolm writes: * Fam
particularly sorry that it will be im-
pussible for me to attend the mecting.
I need hardly say that T am in com-
plete agreemént with the considera-
tions whizh are down for discussion
at the Finergency Meeting,”

Mr. J. Walton, M.P.: #1 hoputhat
you will have a good attendanee and
that an cifective intervention on be-
hall eof our Lritish Indian tellow-citi-
eens rany e made. When Pasdia-
ment re-assombles, 1 shall be pleased
to dia Wl i iy power th secure for
them thear full rights of Britich citi-
czenship 7

My Bodand Plung MoPoo- Hoahe

British Indians had been rebels and
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|
enewmies of the British Empire, they
would have everything possible done |
for them by the present Government.”’

Mr. G. Ridsdale: *I think the !

A ——
the Govetnor for his removal
from this Colony within 10
days after the date of his arrest.,”

Proposed by Sir William Wedder-

. + 1 .
: ' dines quite monstrous | burn, Bart. and seconded by Sir Ray- |
ke to be fanug | | Asiatics who were - here unlawfully

and likely to be fraught with the grav- | mond West, K.C.LE.
" est consequence to ourrule in India. ResOLUTION IV. )
'1 shall be happy to support any well |« That the Chairman of this public

considered steps that it may be nieeting be requested to forward cop-
thought desirable to take on my re-u
turn.” .
Dr. John Clifford (Nonconformist ;
Passive Resister): “I regret 1 am
_not able to attend the meeting, but 1|
join your protest and appeal with all
1wy heart. It is lamemntable that we
should fall so far short of practical
brotherhood within our Empire.”
*.Mr. Arnold Lupton, M.P.: *Ifit
had been possible for me I should
" haye attended the meeting to petition
against the ill-treatment of British In-
dians in the Transvaal. I consider it
is 2 mockery to talk about the British
Empire and then allow British citi-
zens to be subjected to such indig-
nity.”
The following is the text of the
Resolutions passed : ‘

Resorution 1.

“ That this meeting deeply regrets
the imposition by the Transvaal Gov-
ernment of differential Laws and Reg-
ulations such as the Asiatic law.
Amendment Act and the Immigration
Restriction Act of 1907 upon British

_Indians tawfully resident in that Col-
ony to whom these laws seem bhumili-

~ ating and degrading, and regards with
the gravest concern the enforcement
of these Laws, in spite of the offer of

. the resident Indian community to re-

' register voluntarily, 25 an attempt at
the expulsion rather than identifica-
tion of that section of British subjects,
and the extinction of their vested
rights and property.”-

Proposed by Harold Cox, Esq., M.P,,
* seconded by Ameer Ali, Esq., C.LE.,

and supported by General Laurie,
Mayor of Paddington. ‘
~ ResoLution IL
. #That this mecting deeply regrets
that His Majesty’s Government should
* have given its sanction 1o a measure
'so drastic as the Immigration Res-
"triction Act which allows the deporta-
tion for a purely statutory offence of
British citizens.”

Proposed by Sir Mancherjee Bow-
naggree, K.C.LE,, and seconded by
J. O'Grady, Esq., M.P.

ResoruTtion 111

-¢That this meeting earnestly ap-
.- peals to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies even now to instruct the
Governor of the Transvaal to.exercise
the power of refusing to order deport-
ation vested ib him by Clause 6, Sec-
tion (¢) of the said Act, viz.,

removed {rom this Colony ex-

cept on the order of the Gov- |

érnor  provided further. that
e‘vel_-y such person arrested shall
be ~ discharged from custody

"had been

unless an order be made by

ies of the above Resolutions to the
Prime Minister, the Secretaries of
State for the Colonies and India and
the High Commissioner.”

Proposed by $ir Henry Cotton, M.P., |

and seconded by Sir Willian Bull,
M.P. :

General Botha on the
Situation

" In the course of his Potchefstroom
speech on- Saturday last, General

. Botha said one little thing was touch-

cd upon about which he would also

{ like to speak, and that was the Asiatic

question, ‘They knew with what ob-
ject the law was promulgated. There
was only one object—to see which
Asiatics were in the country lawfully
and which resided here unlawiully,
and also to prevent the immigration
of Asiatics into this country. The
Goyvernment had suffered strong op-
position from the side of the Asiatics
from the day that this law was prom-
ulgated, but the Government, support-
ed by the whole population of the
Transvaal, had continwed to carry
out the luw, and ultimately had to re-
sort to measures which nobody liked
to resort to. But the Government
resorted to those measures in the
carrying out of law and order in the
country. fFhe Asiatics had already
agitated fof"the Government to with-
draw this law, and had said when
this law was withdrawn they would
register voluntarily. The Government
had refused to listen to that. Now,
after most of the leaders had been
put in gaol, the Government had re-
ccived a letter in which they did not
ask for o withdrawal of the law any

-more, but asked to be allowed to vol-

untarily register. Now no other reg-
istration was possible at the present
timg.  They could only do it volun-
tarily, because no other way of regis-
tering was given under the law. The
Government therefore, had accepted
that proposal, and promised to put
these proposals before the next ses-

“sion of Parliament. The Government
had also promised not to continue | -

further prosecutions until this matter
put Lefore Parliament
again. He hoped that everyone of,
them would take up an honest attitude
towards these people. It was not a

! question for them to say they did not
“ No such person......... shall be | '

wish these people in the country,
These people were here lawfully,
whether they liked it or not., The
position was a most difficult one. I
was impossible to take a man wht
lived here lawfully and put him ovo
the border. Only men who were not

entitled to reside in  this, country
could be put over the border. In his
opinion, the Government and the
population had attained their object .
with this law. Six thousand of these

had become afraid and bad left the,
country, and they certainly would not
come back again. So these who

“were stlll here were justified in think-

ing they had a right to.remain here,

‘unless, of course, they refused to reg-

ister: - Now they came to the Govern-
ment, and said : Give us the oppor-
tunity ' of registering within three
months and we will do so voluntarily.
The white people were the vic-
tors, and they were the people who

-could. show generosity. They must

not Jook at this matter from the Smal
Transvaal standpoint. They must al
so look at wider.Imperial interests
The parties in Parliament had unand
imously consented to this law, and hel
was glad to be able to say that all
parties in Parliament had worked to-y
gether, and had consented to the ™
present policy. ‘ ‘

' The * Leader's” Comment ‘-

Commenting on the above in
Tuesday's issue, the Transpaal Leader
says: - e '

The Premier is reported: to *have
said: “ Six thousand of those Asia-
tics who were here unlawfully had be-
come afraid, and had left the country, -
and they certainly would not come
back.” We are constrained to ask, if
the officials know that 6,000 “un-
Iawfuls * have left the country, how
does it happen they did not: know
they were coming in, and check them?
Will the Premier be good enough. to .
state by what method this computa-

tioh was arrived at? It has always -

been argued in. support of the new
Asiatic Law that there was no ade-
quate way of detecting the entrance
of Asiatics to this Colony,  But, if it
has been possible to detect the out-
going with such precision as seems te:
be at the command of General Botha,
why did not the same method apply -
to the incoming ? '

P R 1
P L

" The Rigl‘l‘f- Iireﬁrails |

And in despair T bowed my head;
“'There is no peace on earth.” I said:
“ For hate is strong, ' :
And mocks the song .
Of peace on earth, goodwili to men! >,
Then pealed the bells.more loud and
deep : . o
“God is not dead; nor .doth He
sleep! ' '
. The wrong shall fail,
+ The right prevail, o
With peace on ecarth, goodwill to
menl” T

LONGFELLO“".
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" The Presson the Transvaal

"difficubty, of which dewd

Situation

The FPranswal Leader(January 31),
in u leehing article, says <

The news of the settlement of the Asiatic
will Le found in
another entumn, will be received” with relief
by (he Butk of British citizens all over the
workl: Upon rewding the rather piquant
report from Pretoria, that Mr. Gandhi was
recognized in that ‘)lc sant Capititd vesterday,
the plain wan ks hkely 1o remark atit ds a
pity the Indian leader was not scen there
carlier and oftener.  1F he had been, it is

. possible that the taxpayer would have been

saved comsidernalile expense, the Asjatic Lodi-
ly suffering and mental distress, and  Lhe

. Cotony an agitavion which hns not added to
{its reputation.

Et would be
interesting if one conld know Lwo eleptentary
facts affecting the present situation,. Fiest,

. s *

- what has been the ofiicial expericnce in Asi-

—atic communities of the permanent offiviais

charged with the work of administering this

Act, and with what languages of Iadis are

they conversant?  Seccond, upon hew ntany
occasions have the Goyermmnent taken counsel
with the heads of the Asiatic commmity Le-
fore prssing and administering o novel law?
‘This course is taken every day in Indin in
regard to races not directly represented in the

‘Government, and it is one reason why British

administtation #s the success it is. B is sig-

" nificant that so soon as the Asiatic leaders

N

and the Colonial Secretary are brought inio
direct touch, what had seemed a deadlock’
Decame a not unbopeful situation. ™. .

. The Government might have gone on
imptisoning the prolestots, Lo the number of

.

1housands, thereby! apatt from physical difti-

culties~—and they were not trilling—inlilgting
upon the white population 2 degree of moral
injury not ensy to le estimated. But the

~available evidence goes to show that this
" would have been (utile, as far as the Gyvern-

ment’s object was concernied. . . -
Tt is to the credit of both sides that they have

“had enough commotisense to agree upon’a

compromise which scems reasonable and—
given a right tendency of the otficial mind—
workable.,  The reasonable-minded majority
of white colonials will, we venture to predict,
approve of the settiement. * There have been
a few demends for an extreme and -vindiclive
policy towards the Asidties.  But the spec-
tacle of men going to prisun for semi-political
offences, and giving up prefitable businusses

. rather tian do what seem < Lo theny (infianly

-

whichcvery Briton feels proud
v

. the puss

and wrong, has lelt mostwhite Transvaaders
unhappy ; and the consideration that the
prisoners hail from a State of the Empire of
increased their
unthrrpiness, . . ]
4o the present modification is in part recogni-
tion of the insupesable difficultics in the.way
of applying the Act as il stood, and in parl
the growing alienation ol"m_tclhgent public
epinion from the administrative course
adopted.

.. Even a hasty refercuce o the situation
would b imcomplete if no mentjun were rft(-ulc:
of the admimble part which the Opposition
has played througho'ut.' Air.h?ngh it was 1e-
ponsible equally with the bovurn'n!unt-for
age of the Bill, the Opposition was
v administralivn of the

not responsible for the

- Act. It might.easily, fortified by this con-

. of Indin and the desizability of lmivging ta

sideration, have taken up an attitude which
would have gravely embarrassed both the
British and Transvaal Governments. 1t de-
clined to take uny such yview of its respoisi-
bilites, rcmcmhcring,lhg British cmmn.s!np
of most of the. Astatics involved, the claims
an
end an agitation injurious to the Colony. It
is 10 be hoped, however, that in agreeing, as
it finally did, to aequiesce m‘thc course pra.
visionally agreed to by the Governmenl, Aha
Oppositivn bas nrged, o will urge, eamestly
upon the Coloniad Secretary he necessity
either for bringing a fresh official mind o
bear on the delicate work v be U:IOI'I!'.' during
the next few weeks, or fot making clear o
the existing wielders of official authority that

What has led.

the references to dizeretionary puwer in the
Astutics’ communication are Lo e eonstruwd
in a wide sease, It is no question of favour-
ing Asialics,  The Zrawsoaaf Leader has
from e Arstexpressed doubis as to the work-
ableness of the Act in its present form.
. _There is a fecling among men of atl
parties thut the proceedings now  happily
brought toan end have not heen deserved by
thuse mainst whom they were directed, Mr.
Gandhi's statement, made upun his release
last might, will not lessen this fecling.

The Star, the same day, remarks:

The ektent of their (e Government’s)
concessiun by Astalic sentiment is to test the
Borer fides of the pussive resisinnee movement
by reopening the registration ofiices for a
Himited period of voluntary registnulion. .

Il the Government are satiafietd that they
cen make an end - of o roublesome Disiness
by this change of methad, we think they e
very well advised to grive it a triad, .
To do Mr. Gandhi justice, he does
not show the sinallest disposition to abuse his
liherty.  1lis dignificd reticence does him the
greatest possible credity, sund the complete
control which he exercises ever his compatri.
ots is the best possilic umen for the suecess
of the new artangements,  We confess hat
the disunction between ‘¢ voluntary ™ regis.
tration sithin three months and *“ compuls-
ory” registration of precisely the same natur:
is just a little too suhtle for the average
European mind; but if the clmoge will satisfy
a sensitive Oriental penple, we are alt for
making it. At beast-it will be the last nail in

P

_the coffin of the grotesque theory that a single

thutab mark is the extreme Emit of human
seH-respect, . As for the intention ta discrim.
inate between Iudians off recognised sobial
standing and the rest, et is entitely o mat-
ter for the Frropean oflicials whose husiness
it is to idenmtify them. No one whose opinion

is worth having has ever nnderrated the social |

gulf which yawns between Mr Gandhi, for
instance, and the average conlie hawker. lut
there are minor distinctions which, however
apparent to the Asiatics themselves, are not
readily appreciated by Furpeans even of long
Asiatic experienge, The essential comlition
of.ony coneession of this kind is that cvery
Tawful Asiatic resident nist be susceptible of
prompt identification, and so long as that
condition s absolutely fulfilled the precise
method is of little conseynence. .

The Registration Bill and the Immigration
Bill were both passed with the unawimous
approval of Parliament. The pulicy which
these lnws represent, viz., the restriction of
the Asintic community. to the tmmigrants
lawwlully resident in the country already, is 1w
I'rogressive policy just ns mnch as the Let
Vuik policy. . In the light of
expericnee we are all entitler] 1o dorlit wheth.
er the wisest methords were always chosen to
carry it oal, whether e regulations framed
under the Kegistiation Law were well con-
sidured, whether the advice of the tiovern-
ment  experts, which the Opposition was
bound 1o take on trest, has not been at fault
frown frst to last. If there have been mistukes
in adminisiration the Govermuent must bear
the responsibility.

The Raud Daily Maif writes as
follows :

AWe have been treatet (o hombastic pro.
testations of inflesibile resolution,  Te-day
the citadel has been abandoned. The Gov-
crhment has surremlered. . ..

It has for « kong time Leen apparent thal
the legishutivn passsl It Mareh in orier 1o
deal witlithe Asiaties was il-advised, We
did not seruple to state, in spite of declara-
tinns to the conirary, that the Tnunicrnts®
Restriction Lill, the weapon uprn which the
Govermment appearced 1o he relving, was
practically uselesss and far many months vow
arave donids have oeen entertained hy i large
section of the public as to the onteawe of
the Govermmenls campaim  against the
Asial Therefore we shondd not have breen
inclined to quarrel with the decision nbw ar-
fived at to accept ¢ compromise ; and no wne
of us is entitled to throw a stune at any other

.

L

“ - .
i

)

on aceount uf the hasty, filfiamed law which
was paased Ins March, For that we must adl
b roar shiee of the blime.  Bat the prinei-
pal shicet of that legislation, it must nl-
was 1 he remembered, was not directly tokeep
fresis Asintics from eomingt in, but toregister
those who were :lln'ad_v here s and inasmuch
as that ohjeet will be achieved by the com-
promise which has now heen aceepted, the
Government cannol be said to have violated
any principie of policy to which it was cam-
mitted, It is once more in its methods of
admiaistmtion that it has erred, 1t would
never at this moment appenr to be so weak,
if it had not for the past ten months professed
to bu o strong,  or the compromise which
has aoy been necepled is no new proposal.

M Swts informed My, Ganedhi, on the
eve of the commencement of hostilities, that
St Calonial Jeeretary will carry ot in full
the provisions ol the Asintic Law Aueend-
ment et and i the resistanee of the Tndians
rezi-Hayg in this comnty feads Lo results, which
they ilo not seriously fnce at present, they
will naly have themselves anid their leaders to
blame,”™  He wns adamnnt; not only intlex.
ible, hut even minatory, S o
Those whny defied the Lew, and incited others
o ety it, shonhl have been fureed to pay the
penulty which they had deliberately incurred.
Thaet they should have achivved o moral vie-
tory i a fet which will not have a whole-
some 20teet cither on the Astitiic or the nudive
mind.  That they should have set the Taw at
definnes and go unpunished is simply to en.
conrage  the sprexd of organised  pssive
resistance, . .

" TVhe Rawd Darly Madd (l“cb!'u:lryj
1), adds the following :

MrSmuts has stated that S there is no
questrn of the Government haviey given in,”
but e will find it very dithienlt W persuade
the puhlie to npr.e with hin. .
i1 is errtaia il the compromise new ayreed
upon ¢iliers in no material respeet from that
suggresicd by the Indians themscbves in May
last: amd it Is just as certain than, for this
reason, every Indiin regards the comprumise
HES | Clllll[lll:ll: Victm’_\' over the Government,
in spite of the very generous amd exemplary
attitude swloptad o public by My, Gandhi
hinscl. - !

Yhe Lransoaal Leader, on the same
day, remarks :

Copivs of the official eorrespondence Tw.
tween the Colunial Secretary wanl the Lender
af the Doposidon, with refurence 1o the
Asiatic question, will e found in anotber
colmu. Pernsat of them serves Lo stremgthen
one’s feeding ol satisfaction, on the ¢ne had,
that the Gosernment called iante s conncily
the memlbeers of 11is Majesty’s Oppusition,
and on the other b the attitwde tden wp at
Tharsday™s meetineg by SirGeorge Farrar and
thos wha think with him in polites. It is
an atlitwie in keeping with the conduel of
the Qpposition in this dificult matter from
the outset,  *#We leel it essential to success
that Ui law should be administered with the
least posaible friction, and as far as puossible
wiilh tloe amsideration for the responsibilities
and dilnelties of the Tinperial Government”
So s the closing pangraph of the letler.
sent by Sir George Parrar on behalf of his
party. 1t breathes a spitit which rellects high
Lonour an every man whe sulseribed to ity
terms,  The Covernment canmet cumplain
tlug, when i seeks the co-operation of the
Cppusition in matters which lie omtsile the
tepitimde seope of party, it is metinany but
a feank sl patriotie spiril,

The Sewday Lrmes has the Tollow-
g )

Putting the best conpde-jon on the settle.
nwent, ooe wosl elmit jthal the Govermaent
Irtve vemier e thenelves dialide (o eriticise
over the manner in which the guestion hias
brezen biunedled. . The Ministry
have only nesw agreed 10 a plan vhich 1gey
conhl have obtained aavaragoneurly by the
exercise vl the tact they have now displayed,
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" The public canmot be blamed for grumbling.
- They were Jed to expect an cxhibition of re-
markable’ firmpess.  Almost daily they were
. adjured to witgess the stern and immovable
attitude of the Government. The law was to
he enforced as it stood. " Compromise was

"“not to be thought of for a moment,: And -

*.then suddenly the whale structure goes down
. with a run, and the unzlterable law is to, be

modificd by the consent of both political
" parties. -

’ —_—

The Preforiad News has the follow- i

ing brief comment :
The official communication issued to the
;. Press Tast'night by the Colonial Secretary so
. completely and entircly vindicates the action
taken up by this newspaper since first the

position in reyard {o Asiatics beeame critical, |
and is so satisfactory and wholehearted an !

acceptance of the policy which we havé so
persisteatly urged upon the Government, that
nothing more remains for us to say hut to

_congratulate both Mr. Smuts and the leaders .

of the Asialic community upon having, ‘by
+ the adoption of a mutually forbearing and
moderate attitude, arrived at a solution of the
. registration difficulty, which is not only states-
manlike. but which has been brought about
“without loss of dignily on-either side.  °

S

The Friend {Bloemfontein), says :
Right-minded South Africans will'be - glad
.that Genetal Smuts has been able to eficct a
compromise with the Asiatics. . . ,

What General Smuts and his Government

has yieldéd 1o has ‘Leen no danger or diffi- -

-culty, but their own sense of honour, They
had no taste for making inartyrg of conscien.
tious, even if wrong-headed, men. Since Mr.
Gandhi and his friends believed genuinely
that to pive their finger-prints would be to
forfeit their self-respect, it became necessary
to save them from themselves. This has been
accomplished by waiving or modifving the
provisions of the Registralion Law. Appar-
ently it has been arranged that Asiatics who

can write shall be permitted to give theirsig-

natures, a suggestion which was first magle in
the columns of this paper.
there will be recommendations to Parliament
1o cancel the clauses which distinguish Asia-
tics according to their religion. * The require-
ment of the names of female relatives has
never been insifted on by the Executive, and
‘is not likely to reappear in any future legisla-
don. . . . . .. Weare sorry to see it
stated by our Rand correspondent that the
news of the compromise is likely to cause in-
dignation and disappointment, the hope hav-
ing been cherished by many that the con-
scientious scruples of the Asiatics would lead

to-their exclusion from the country, A mean-

er thought thete could not be. " The white

man who cherishes it demcialises himself be- .

neath the level of the meanest black. Cen-

eral Smuts can want no better certificate that '
he has done right than the indignation of

wen of this stamp. The compromise is proof
Anat the principle of noblesse ablige
wortking furée in the world,

Para

The' Arugersdorp Standard, in the
current issue, remarks as follows :

The news that an amicable arramgement
‘Has been arrived at between the Government
and the Asiatics over the terins and conditions
of registration witl have heen heard with ren-

eral satisfaction. AMairs had become eritical, .
On the one hand was the Cabinet, Lound to

carty inlo execution an Act passed hy the

unanimous votes of both political parties ‘in -

Parliament assembled, and on the other 1,
soljdly united body of men sworn to passive

resistance, not against registration, . but | . :
| ' Py ?” Underneath'is given the l'ollow-f'da-Y next, in Johannesburg, at- the
Old Dutch .Church, Von Brandis

Snouts’ at Pretoria, on the yxth ulto. : | Square.

against a special form of it or speciai circun-
stances connected with it.
-compromise was obviously pointed out.by the
Asiatics themselves. Thev desired to be law-
abidingr, Lut they refused to obey in violation
of cerain religious seruples, History has
repeated itself,  Our Scoutish friends soine
T Gentunes ago fdund it necessary o say: ‘It
s not the matriage we object 10, but the
manner of the wooing.” "The Indian has not
objected to registration but to the mode of jts

Probably, too, |

is still a’

The way to a,

! carrying out, It has now been set‘tled_thag

all Asiatics shall register voluntanly in a
. body within three months, . .
¢ We consider the above a statesmaniike ad-
' justment of differences creditable 1o all con-
! cerned in it.

« -The Natal Mercury says:

}  Naw that a settlement has been arrived at
1 in the Trangvaal over the question of Asiatic
| registration it is unnecessaty to say much
more about it, but, aithough every effort is
Leing made to save the face of the Transvaal
- Government in the matter, and Mr. Gandhi
i has been diplomatically assisting in the pro-

cess, nothing can alter the fact that the Gov-
i ernment have simply had to Tetire from an

N . ition, 1 "I']lh". ¥ .
ot bostion, and from une which ey burg was ‘intended to be strictly

could not carry out, bere
is no dispute as to the necessity and desira-
~bitity ' of both restriction and registration.
E The trouble hins been ovecasioned by the ad-
i ministrative methods adopted,  These meth-
ods having now been abandomed, the laws
can, unquestionably, be worked as effectively
by other means.

i . The methods whieh have now been agreed
to are those which, as far back as May last,
1 were put before General Botha when he was
. in London on behalf of the Indian commun.
* ity in the "Fransvaal, and subsequently have
. been put forward by Mr. ‘Gandhi on more
than one occcasion. P These
proposals. were deliberately rejected at the
time, and we have had General Smuts declar-
ing on the public platfotm that the Govern-
‘mentintended to cacry out the law and the regu-
lations to the letter; but, all the swne, the
regulations have bech modified to the full ex-
tent proposed in May last by the Indians, and
: some other little concessions not then men-
tioned have been made. No amount of ar-
gument or sophistry can alter. the fact that
the Transvaal Government has backed down.

The * Heidetherg News bluntly re-
marks :

It was the servility involved which they
{the Indians) would not submit to, And that
is exactly what they musf submit Lo, A native
of India musL not expecl to be treatéd any
better in South Africa than a native of South
Africa.  In fact the native of South Africa
: has a prior right to consideration, because
| this.is his country. Any Indian who expeets
| to establish a better footing here tham our

own natives enjoy is doomed to disappoint-
| ment and he may as well kgow it first as last,

“The Great Collapse
In our issug of the 1rth ulto, we

Zianes representing the Transvaal Goy-
ernqient “ Steam Roller ” up against
the elephant representing the Indian
' communmity, the idea being to illustrate
the meeting of an * irresistible force "
“and an “immovable object.” Last
Sunday, the same paper published a
sequel, the elephant surveying the
wreckage of the steam roller, in the
‘idst ot which the driver, Mr. Smuts,
is unhappily receiving an impression
of the fingers of a typical passive res-
ister, the digits being extended . fan-
wise at the extremity of the nose. The
«elephant inquires * Everybody hap-

¢

ing extract from a speech of General

“When a law is passed by the unani-

ernmcent was too weak to carry it out,
| that was a terrible condition of affairs ;
: there must be a screw dreadfully logse
l somewhere.”

|

'

nous voice of the people, and the Gov- |+~

-addresses  were  given

' The Release

The release of the passive resisters
m gaol was a very quiet-affair. On
Thursday, the joth ulto., Mr. Gandhi
tett the fort, and journeyed by the
11-30 a.m. train to Pretoria, in charge
of Supt.. Vemon, of the T.T.P., to
interview General Smuts. - The train
was stopped specially at Fountzins
Halt, and Mr. Gandhi and his com-
panion-entered a closed carriage and.
drove to Government Buildings, Al-
though the departure from Johannes-

private, Mr. Gandhi's movements
were notified by watchful pickets and
others froin the moment he left the
Fort'~umtil he arrived at Pretoria.
There the Government Buildings were
carefully picketed: . Mr. ‘Gandhi re-
turned alone by the 7-45 p.m. train
for Johannesburg, being provisionally
released. He arrived at Park Station,
and "was met there by Mr. Essop
Mia, Chairman of the British Indian
Association, . and drove to the Mos-
que, at’ Newtown, where a lage
gatherng of Indians met, and shortly
alter midnight Mr. Gandhi addressed
his cager hearers briefly, explaining
to them generally the new position
that was before them. Shortly after
eight on Friday morning, Mr Gandhi
surrendered himself to the gaol autho-
rittes, and later, with the rest of the
“gaol-birds, ” received his formal dis-
charge. There was no demonstration
whatever, less then a hundred mem-
bertiof-the two Asiatic communities
being present to welcome the “ Emi-
grants.” At Pretoria, about three
hundred people .waited cutside the
gaocl, and afterwards walked to the
location. Only in Krugersdorp was
there any display of excitement, and,
that soon wore off. - :
+ On Friday afternoon a large private
meoting was held in the Mosque
grounds, and another on Sunday,
where the position was more closel
examined. : :
On Monday, partly in celebration

reproduced a cartoon from the Sunday ' of the Chinese new year, and partly

in honour of the thiee Chinese gentle-
men who had so courageously suffered
imprisonment, a luncheon party was
held at the Cantonese Club, whereat
the Rev. Chas. Phillips and Mr. H.
S. L. Polak were present. Afterwards,
the guests adjourned to the premises
of the Chinese Association, where
Mr. Leung
Quinn, the Chairman, the Imperial

‘Chinese Consul-General, Rev. Chas.

Phillips and Mr. H. S. L. Polak -

speking, the situation being carefully

explained. S
Registration commences on Mon--

f

CINDEAN MaiL.  For India, Ceylon
and the Far East per S.S. Umfuli,
untd 4 p.m, Tuesday, the 11th inst,
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A British Colonial’s
Protest

The follewing letter,. dated the

+ 249th ulto., appeared in the Transpaa:
Leader of the 3rd inst. over the signa-
ture of Mr. \Walter Evans, secular
leader of the Johannesburg Baptists.
Though somewhat belated, 1t shows
a phase of public upinion that has
been none too well advertised in the
. recent. past, and we therefore reprint
in exviensp in justice to that large
section of the liuropean community
that has regretied the bitterness that
has been imported into the Iate strug-
gle by the exponents of rabid anti-
Astaticism :— " .

I foresee a time when a great many
of our citizens, including certauin min-
isters of the Gosped, who are at pre-
sent busily engaged in saying “Sah!”
to the  Government in the matter of

. the Asiatics, will bitterly regret the
course they have taken and the in-
justice they have done. There are
always extremists. Before the war
there were violent partisans among
both Dutch and English, who, by
dint of ‘persistence and shouting,
succeeded. in bringing about a conflict
which would have been avoided if
- the moderate men on either side
could have had their way. T am a
. Colonist of over 3o years, and I have
always found extremists on the colour
. question—men who are ready to
jgnore the frst principles of justice,
not to speak of mercy. and to go:.to
any lengths to keep down ot to get
rid of the Asiatics or the natives,
whom they class together and des-
ignate, according-to their own nation-
-ality, as *blooming niggers” or
**zwart goed.” This section of the
people may not be numerous.com-
. pared to those who wish to deal justly
and fairly, though firmly, with the
-subject taces, but their voices are
loud and insistent. To-day they -are
shouting their loudest, and are carry-
;ing with them men who ought to
. know better, while many who radically
differ from them seem afraid to raise
a protest. “History repeats. itself,”
and I believe that in every case where
a nation has done injustice, either to

an individual or to 2 community, the |

noisy minority has swayed the more
mobile majority—the tail has wagged
the dog. It was so in that greatest

of all instances, in Judea 1,800 years |

ago, when the ety went forth, * Crucily
Him!” The voices of the noisy
“clique prevailed.  We have a case
parallel in many points to-day, though
I will only mention one resemblance,
namely, that the rulers are on theside
' of the shouters; It may be thought
- that I am speaking too strongly : but
" 1 feel strongly. I believe .that the
~law is needlessly stringent, and tbat
the way in which it is being carried
out is a disgrace to our race and our
religion. What do the Asiatics ask
for 7 ‘They know that the inhabitants
of the Trausvanl have decided that
fursher immigravion of their peojls
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shall be carelully restricted, and they
‘accept the situation; they offer to

' have been avoided? Is it too late
: even now to bring pressure to bear

. co-operate to make the Asiatic Immi- ! upon the Government to induce them -

gration Restriction JAct a success.

not be made too nauseous. They
tell us that the Crown Colony Govern-
ment promised them that those who

compelled to register again; yet they
| are ready to register if the regulations

. can be altered somewhat so as not to |

!'conflict with their ideas of religion
and propriety. We Europeans may

prove that they are not vitally import-

safely disregard them. Remember
that it was European disregard of In-
dian prejudice in the matter of the
greased cartridges which was the im-
mediate cause of the great Indian
mutiny of 5o years ago. We are
dealing with a body of men the great
majority of whom are subjects of the

It
‘ may not be a pleasant dose for them

to swallow, but they do not refuse it: .
they only ask that the draught may .

had already registered should not be

not be able to understand their views :
on these matters, but that dees not !

,ant in their eyes, or that we may '

to Inheet the Asiatics in some way?
Concession is not necessarily weak-
ness, and in this case I believe it
would strengthen the hands of the
Government immensely, for if the
Asiatics did not accept it aright no
one could rpise a voice if stringent
measures were then adopted.

It is folly to think that the Indians
, are going to give in now that their
i leaders are arrested. They are united
fand resolved, and we shall see our
! gaols overflowing with 10,000 men who
1
]
[

are no criminals, and even then they
will.ynot yield. We pride ourselves
on our British love of justice and fair-
play : we fancy ourselves because we
are descendants of the men who freed
the slave ; yet we stand by and allow
theextremists to carry the country
into_an act of folly, injustice and
wrong, In conclusion, let-me put
two questions to those of your readers
who wish to look at the matter in a
fair way : (1) Is it not an axiom of

1

Empire of which we are proud—an | good government that punishment
Empire whose boast is that it rules ' should only be resorted to as a last
the subject races with justice and ' resource, and after methods of con- :
righteousness—and surely it should | ciliation have failed. (2) Have these
be an axiom dealing with these people | methods been given anything like a

! asking

| that, inasmuch as they have no repre- |
; sentation in our Parliament, special
| care should be taken to see that we
do net even appear to oppréss them.
\What is taking place to-day? 'The
moderate requests of the Asiatics for.
enquiry and for revision of the regu-
lations are ignored. Willing prisoners, .
who would not deign to attempt lo!
escape, are handcuffed in droves and
subjected to unnecessary indignity.

the King’s uniform and wearing his |
medals—are being thrown into his
gaols.  Mr. Gandhi, a courtecus and
refined gentleman, who organised the |

war, who left the comfort of his home

countrymen, and so earned their life-

| played into their bands, and that not
jonly will further immigration be l
stopped, but every Asiatic, born here !
or imported, will be kicked over the |
border., And, oh ! the pity of it! we
! sce the men who ought to speak upj
for a little forbearance, a little judici- !
ous concession, upholding the fanatics !
and urging on the Government.
I do not ask that the Asiatics should
be coddled and given in to in all that |
they ask. It is possible that they are '
for more than they can expect |

. to get,
| have every opportunity to state their |
! case, and that every effort should have |
, been made on the part ol the Govern-
“ment to avoid the presemt deplorable |
' ytise of affaive. Surelyby alitile graee
L fal ewpeesian e whol Honble 12ight

Indian stretcher-bearers in the late‘
to nurse his 'plague-stricken fcll()W—‘

long love and esteem, singled cut as }
one of the first victims. We see the ,
“ steam-roller ”. mercilestsl}r and need- |
lessly at work, the extremists rejoicing |
that, as they think, the Asiatics have ‘

but I insist that they should i

fair trial in this instance ?

Proposed Boycott of

* Asiatics
As a result of the settlement, it is
promased in certain circles in Johan-
nesburg to boycott Asiatics.  A-meet-
ing was held in the Trades Hall,

Old soldiers, who have fought and ; Johannesburg, on Monday night last,
bled for the Empire—men clothed in | when the following resolution was

submitted:

“ (1) That this meeting of the citiz-
ens of Johannesburg pledges itself to
refrain from dealing with or otherwisé
supporting * the Asiatics in South
Afrien” ’ :

(2} That this meeting is of opin-
ion that the best means of giving effect
to the above resolution is ¢ co-upera-
tion.””

Leading sympathisers with the
‘Asiatics in their struggle against the
original registration proposals, inter-
viewed by a Mai/ representative, ex-
pressed themselves as heartily in sym-
pathy with the boycott method of
fighiting the Asiatics, This could not
but be viewed, it was admitted, as an
evidence of grit and principle in the
whites. They did not, however, con-
sider that the proposal would be at
all successfully worked out, because
they did not think that the class of
whites'in the Transvaal were capable
of showing the grit and principle
necessary, nor did they think that the
opposition to the Asiatic trader was
as widespreard and sincere as the or-
ganisers of the boycott would have
them believe, .

White Leagues on the above fines

Care biedng formed An the Fast gnd

Wast Rl
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Government and Opposi-
- tion :

The follm\'m-r ‘copies of corres-
pondence between  the  ‘lransvaal
" Colonial Secretary and Sir George
Farrar, leader of the (dpposition are
published <

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Pretoria, January 27, 1903.

Dear Sir George IFarrar,—Will you
. kindly comsult your friends to see
whether there would be any objection
to registration beinyg re-opened for
" Asiatics and the chance being given
them to register voluntarily, as they
.desire to do, and to dispense with
finger-prints in the case of educited
or well-known Indians? 1tis probable
that Parliamentary.ratification of such
registration ‘will have to take place,
and in the meantime the penaltics
‘under the Act will not be eniorced
against those who register voluntarity.
1 understand that Asiatics may be
willing to make such: an offer to
Government, and before closing with
it we should like to have your con-
currence in so doing.—Yours sincerely,

(8gd.) J. C. Smurs.
Sir George Farrar, D.S.0., M.L.A,
‘ Johanunesburg. :

y January 30, 1908,

To the Hon, the Colonial %crgt'lry,
Pretoria, ..

Dear Mr. Snuts,— I am in receipt
of your letter of January 27, and have
«wommunicated it5 contents to my’
friends. -

From it we extracl certain questions
or suggestions, wiich I append ta-
sether with our replics. '

Question No. 1: Is there any ob-
Je(.tlon to registration being re-opencd
for Asiatics and the chance being
‘given them to register voluntarily as
‘they desire to do ?

Answer: No,
limited. .

- Question No. Is there any ob-
}u tion to' dlspulse with linger prmtb

. in the case of cducated or well- known
Indians ?

Answer: No, provided that other
adequate evidence of identity be
forthcoming,

QQuestion No, 3: Is there any ob-
jection to the penaltics not being
enforced in the meantime against
those who voluntarily register ?

Answer: No.

Am I to vnderstand from the con-
cluding sentence of your letter that
the Government do not intend to
make the abuove ‘concessions unless

they are satisfied that the Asiatic
commumty is prepared to accept the
new-position ?

I desire to make our position in
this matter perfectly clear.

We agreed to the law and adhere to

- it, and its objects must be secured,
. We would. however, point out that as
the present reilutions were not sub-
milled 1o w b fom promaigation the

provided time- is

.and constancy to ideals.
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Government must accept all respon-
smhlllly in regard to then

We feel it LSSLH[I&I to success that
the law beadministered with the least
possible friction, and, as far as pos-
sible, with Jue conbxdcratlon for the
responsibilities and difficulties of the
Imperial Government.—DBelieve me,
yours sincerely,

{Sgd.) GrorGE FARRAR.

Impevial Parliament
- Transvaal Asiatics
The Debate in the Lords

London, Ieb. 4.—Lord Ampthill,
in the House of Lords congratulated
the ‘I'ransvaal (10‘.emment on their
couragenus and statesmaniike action,
also the Indians upon their modesty
He also
congratulated the Imperial  Govern-
ment on obtaining the compromise,
though he chlarL.d that the bargain
should have been made when grant-
ing the Constitution or loan.

Lord Roberts expressed regret that
an Indian Government official had
not been deputed to confer with the
Transvaal Government.

Lord Curzon declared that the
Transvaal bad rushed its anti-Asiatic
legislation through with indecent
speed.

Lord Elgin declared that the settle-
ment was satisfactory. The Trans-
vaal Government throughout had act-
ed in a ‘reasonable and conciliatory
manner, and the pulicy of the restric-
tiont of Immigration had been main-
tained unbroken for zo years. The
finger-puint system had been intro-
duced purely as a means of identifica-
tion,

Lord Lanscdowne said that l.he Im-
perial Government would bave shown
more courage if they had interfered
carlier.

Lord Ripon inststed that a self-gov-

erning Colony should be left to man-

age its own alinirs.—Reuter.

The Natal dercury’s London cor-
respondent cables i —

London, Fel. 4—])urmlf the de-
bate on Ehf‘ Asiatic situation in the
Transvaal, in the House of T.ords,
Lard Curzon complained that l.ord
Elgin had shown exeessive delerence
to the pleas put forward by the Trans-
vaal Government,

Lord Elgin contended that the in-
flux of Asialics would destroy the pol-
itical equilibrium necessary for the
development of the Colonies.: e
did not believe that the Transvaal in.
wnded to degrade the Indians, and
thought that all the most serious
grievances existing before the  war
had  been removed. He declared
that he rejoiced that the Indians, in-
stead of being subjected to disabil-
itees, though-restricted as regards: im-
myrition, would in the future b

Firruary STH, 1908
maintained in a definite. and honour—
able pésition.

London, Feb. 5.—The House of
Lords last night discussed the position
of the Indians in the Transvaal wlth
tact and moderation.

Lord lLansdowne expre«;sed the

general feeling of the Houase by un- .

reservedly 4dmitting the right of a.
self-governing . Colony. | to " decide

whethez.it should be the home ot the -

British rather than of an Asiatic race.
At the same time, the speakérs re-

cognised the enormous difficulties in-

which the llmpire is involved -by the
complexity of its composition.
Lord Ampthill criticised the dila-

allowing a dangerous situation to con-
tinue so:tong.
Lored Curzon deplorud that the

‘Colenial Office showed lack of the

imagination absolutely 1nd15pensable
in dmlmz, with Orientals.

- In this connection, Zhe Trmcs
credits the Transvaal Government

very handsomely tor admitting the

force of Imperial interests when these
were tardily pointed out to them b
the Colonial Oltice, who are respon-

sible for the period of painful tension. .

' Press Comments

Both (he Morning Post and The
Zimes commenting upon the debate
in the ‘House of Lords yesterday on
the Asiatic settlement in the Lrans-
vaal, discuss the Imperial aspects of
Asiatic Iinmigration, .

The Marmny Post urges that the
need foy tldcr'll, and not provincial,
control of this question has Leen ex-
emplified in the Transvaal and Van-
‘couver Island.

Thwe Times declares that, in view of
the certainty of the recurrence of such
difficulties, the time has surely come
to establish some public body in fuller

touch than the Imperial Cabinet with

the communities and races of the
Empire—a body which will provide
information where needed, and nip
trouble in the l)ud.

.lndlan Natlonal Congress

And the Transvaal 'l‘rouble

We learn that, alter the dispersal of
the Congress, at Surat, the majority of
the delegates reniained behind to con-
duct an informal diséussion.” The
debate was mainly devoted to the

‘grievances of the Transvaal Indians. |
Omar

Ihe  Natal delegate, Mr,
Haji Amod Johari, dwelt on the suffer-
ings and indignities inflicted by the-
Registration Act, which, he said, re-

duced Indiaps'to the level of culprits |

and vagabonds. He feared for the
plight of the Indians in Natal if the
example of the Transvaal were follow-
ed. He appealed to the audience to
strive for the repeal of the Act,

| tory conduct of the Colonial Office In ~

i

Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea read :

dralts of telegrams to the YViceroy and®
and the Colonial Office, asking the
Lmperial Government to intervene,
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South African Indian
' ~ Association

-

Congratulates the Transvaal

A mass meeting of British Indians
from all parts of the Cape District
was held on Friday evening, the 3rst.
ulto., in the premises of the above
Association, Al seating accommoda-
tion was occupied and a good number
were obilged to stand on the balcony.
The room was beautifully decorated
‘with flags and the whole buildingwasil-
luminated with electric lights, showing
the great display of bunting to.advan-
tage. ‘
The meeting was called by 1the
Chairman with the objecl of wlebra-
ting the success obtained by the lead-
ers of the Ipdian community in their
gigantic struggle with the Transvaal
Government over the enforcement of
the provisions of the Asiatic Act of
that Colony.

Notwithstanding the short time
which had elapsed since the receipt
of the information from the Trans-
vaal centre announcing the glad news
" a very large attendance was neverthe-
“less assured. ‘ .

Mr. Ebrahim Norodien, the Chair-
man of the Association, took the
chair, and amongst those on the plat-
form were Messrs. Ahmed Abbas,
Abdul Ganie Perker, Mahomed Sale,

~J. M. H. Gool, M, 1. Dala, 5. Ismail,
A. G. Kuble, Esufl Ahmedjee Patel,
Mahomed Bagas, Khachoo Ganco
(Woodstock), Ali Adam (Salt Riyer),
Hasan Shamsudin Guray (Observat-
ary), A. G. Ghansoar and Yakoob Dal-
vi {Maitland), R. Nowrosjee, M. L
Rawood, Hoosen Ahmed {Claremont)
Mahomed Hoosen Goteker (Parow),
F. Ismail (Goodwood), Moosa Abdul
Carim Noormahomed (Stellenbosch),
S. Casimali and many other prowin-
ent Indians. The Chairmapn, in a
very telling speech, expressed his
heartfelt gratitude at the result of the
" decisian of the Transvaal Government
and affirmed the fuct that this peace-
ful settlement of a very involved
quéstion had not only gladdened the
hearts of the many who were carefully
watching events but had occasioned a
‘feeling of gratitude towards the Gov-
ernment. who at the height of the
. crisis had the good sense to well con-
sider the gravity of the situation and
make amends which every honourable
man has to applaud. o

Mr. Ahmed Abbas proposed that a

telegram be sent to tbhe Transvaal
_Government thanking them for their

. consideration for meetihg the Indian.

community in their struggle to obtain
_amelioration of restrictions burtful 1o
their religious susceptibilities.
This was seconded by Mr. A. &
. Ghansar and supported by Mr. Esuff
Ahmedjee Patel,
It was further propased by Mr, K.

. Nowrosjee, seconded by Mr. M. Sale-

* and supported by Mr. J. M, H. Gool,
that a telegram be sent to the British

indian Assoctation of Johannesburg, -

thanking them for the firm position
taken up by them in the struggle
with  the Transvaal Government
and congratulating them on the
success which crowned their efforts.
Mr. 8. Casimali proposed, Mr. Rawood
seconded, and Mr. Abdool Gani

Perker supported, amidst enthusiastic

applause, that a telegram™ be sent
to Mr. Gandhi applauding him on the
great stand taken up by him with the
Transvaal Government and congratu-
lating him on the sucessful issue of
his endeavours,

A Progressive View

Mr. A. E. Balfour, speaking at
Johannesburg last' week, said that
the Asiatic question had happily been
settled. ~ He had no doubt that most
of them had read the Colonial Secre-
tary’s speeches—he had madé at least
half-a-dozen of them—which he
thought were admirable in tone and
temper. He (the speaker} had only
one criticism to make, and this was a
strange and remarkable omission that
occured in every one of them. So
far as he could remember, he thought
they would not find one single refer-
ence to the fact that the action that

.might be taken by the Transvaal-—by

one small community in the whole
Empire—might have very serious ef-
fects upon the continent which belong-
ed to the Empire and which contained
300 millions of people. Tt was. left
to the Progressive Party, in a letter
they wrote agreeing to the modifica-
tion of the regulations of the Asiatic
Ordinance, to point out that such a
law as that should be carried out with
due regard to Imperial difficulties
and responsibilities, He agreed with
the policy, on which they were all
united, of restricting Asiatic immigra-
tion. It was what they intended to
carry out.  Given that condition, he
would ask them to remember that
while carrying out their fixed policy
they should be careful that they did it
with the least possible friction and
embarrassment to the Imperial Gov-
ernment, which had to think not only
of what was going on in the Trans-
vaal but also of its millions of subjects
in India and of the other coloured
subjects all over the world ; and, last
but not least, of its allies and the
other nations of the world who were
jts rivals.

The Irox Hern, At a meeting of
the Vryburg Municipal Council, held
on the 21st ult., a letter was read from
Messrs. Rosenblatt & De Beer, on be-
half of Mr. Ebrahim Khan, asking the
Council to grant the necessary certifi-
cate to atlow their client to transfer

“his businuss to Mr. Hajee M. Khan.

The application was refused. An ap-
plication from Messts. Jesla and Kika,
through Mr. F. J. Croxfoid, to rent
three acres of the town commonage
lor gardening purposes was also
reflused, .

.up the Empire.
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Mr; Harold Cox writes
to the ¢ Spectator”

Mr, Harold Cox, M.P., replying to
a leading article in a previous issue of
the Specfator, concludes a well-reason-
ed argument in favour of just treat- -
ment of Transvaal Indians with the .
foilowing words ; '

You also lay stress an the unwilling-
ness of the Colonies to allow their
territory to be ‘““illed with 2 new
population of two colours.”  But sure-
ly this consideration has no relevance
to the South African problem. The
predominant colour throughout South
Africa is already black, and the blacks
are rapidly gaining upon the whites,

-not only by increase of numbers, but

by advance in education, Snuth
Alrica cannot be awhite man's land,
and the only question is whether Indi-
ans should not be allowed to live
there s well as Hottentots, Kafirs,
Zulus, Malays, Cuape Boys, Poles,
Greeks, Armenians and ~ Assyrians.
That is the whole issue at the present
moment, and I see no reason why it
should not be dealt with on its merits
alone. Let us apply the principle of
liberty to the question immediately
before ‘us, and wait to see whether
those same principles cannot equally
well be applied to other difiiculties
that may arise in the future.

As, however, you have touched on
a larger problems that lie ahead, I
will venture to put forward a doctrine
which may not meet with immediate
acceptance, but which I believe to be
the only possible basis for a permanent
British Empire. That doetrine is
that the strength of our Empire ulti-
mately depends, not upon the supre-
macy of the Lnglish race, but upon
the maintenance of English principles,
However proud we may be of our’
English blood, we cannot study the
history of our country without learning
that the population of England has
been recruited from many countries,
and that this readiness to receive and .
absorb other races has been one of
the main causes of our national expan-
sion. Aliens have come here : they
have imbibed our traditions and learnt
our language, and have become Eng-
lish in soul without a drop of English -
blood in their veins; and then they
or their sons have gone forth to build
Those who have
lived among natives of India as friends
rather than as rulers have seen the
same creation of English-minded men
there in progress. Our ideals take -
root even where our race cannot flour-
ish. T contend that this is the true
conception of Empire for Englishnen
to set before them. -We cannot hape
to people the earth with men of our
own stock. In the competition of
the cradle we are beaten by the Teu-
ton and hopelessly outdistunced by
the Sltav; in the competition of ideals
we may hold our own for ever. My
faith is that if'we adhere to the prinei-
ples of liberty, which have brought us
safely so far, 1 anp're veed never
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- . P
fail. It may conceivably happen g,

seme far-distant fuitre that Rajpoots

will rule at Westminster instead of -
© Scotchmen ; but they will speak our
language, they will be inspired with
our ideals, and they will carry on our |

Empire. This may scem-a fantastic

on such dreams as these than to con-

template the destruction of the Em-

pire by 1acial conflicts,

Trading Licences and
' - Franchise’

4
! _ Confere¢nce

at Maritzborg "

The Maritzburg correspondent of
the Star, telegraphing on the 3oth
ulto., states: i

The Premier to-day met the Mayors

and the chairmen of the local boards.
The meeting was of an entirely con-

fidential nature, but 1 understand that
the principal object was to gather the
opinion of the Mayors and chairmen
of Jocal ‘boards in regard to certain

vexed questions relating to the Muni- |

cipal Laws Consolidatien Bill, which
is still before the Imperial authorities
awaiting approval or rejection.

For a long time the Natal Govern-
ment has been in negotiation with the

Emperial authorities in respect of the |

‘clauses in the Municipal Laws Dill
which refer particularly 1o Asiatics and
‘Indians, both in respect to trading
licences and the franchise, The Im-
perial autlioritics expressed their will-
ingness to concur in the Government
depriving Asiatics of the franchise, but
only on the understanding that in res-
" pect to trading licences they should be
granted the right to appeal to the
Supreme Court in cases of refusal by
. the. licensing boards of the Colony.
When the Municipal Association of
Natal last considered the matter all
the. delegates, excepting those from
Maritzburg, would not agree to the
concession, insisting that the only ap-
peal from the decision of the licensing
officers should be to the town councils,
or in the case of country places to the

licensing boards appointed by the

Government,
The ., situation has since  become
further complicated by a movement

of récent daté to insist upon all Indian
+ indentures concluding in - India and:
Lord Curzon, then

not- in Nartal.
Viceroy, broke off negotiations at the

point when Natal pointed out that it

could not see its way to grant the right
of appeal to the Supreme Court in
respect of licences.

The position. in regard to Indian
traders in Natal has since been rend-
ered more acute owing to the recent
action of the ‘Pransvaal, and presum-
ably the Natal Ministry have realised

the desirability of being aw fai/ with

the circumstances so far as they con-
cer the people of Natal, in oider that
they 12 b e prepared with an wemd
menl * .
Parham .or veat menty,

i
e
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Regarding the question of licences,
it i a et worthy of nute that at pres-
ent the old law providing for appeal
only to the town and country licensit
hoards still holds zood in the absence

Fdacation in Natal
Superintendent’s Report

The report of the Superintendent of
Educatien, Mr. C. J. Mudie, on the
work of his Department for the year
ended June 3o, 1907, has just been
issued as an official Blue Book. We
take the [ollowing facts from the Vata/

| Mercury: .
During the year there were 3230

schools under Government inspection
-—301 IQurnpean, 170 Native, 33 In
dian, and 19 for coloured (other than
native or Indian) children—with an

i average enrolment of 28,847 (14,783
boys, and 14,064 girls), consisting ot
12,504 Duropeans (6,671 boys and

5,833 givls) 12,246 natives (1,774 boys

7,472 girls), 3,174 Indians (2,837 boys
l and

337 girls), 923 coloured children
{301 boys and 422 girls),
age daily attendance is, in European
schools, 85 per cent. of the number
enroliéd ; in native schools, 67 per

| cent.;.in Indian schools, 7.2 per cent.; i
| and in schools for coloured children, |
|

! 79 per cent. Of the 523 schools, 49
¢ have been established and are main-
tained exclusively by the Government.
All the other schools are either pri-
i vate, denominational, or board schools
; receiving grants varying from £3 to
| £is00 a year. Nearly all the native
and Indian, schools are directly con-
nected with the various religious
bodies in the Colony. The Govern-
iment schools consist of two high

schools, 38 primary schools, two art’

schools, five Indian schools, and two
i schools for coloured children, Maritz-
{ burg has onc high school and three
i primary schools, and Durban one high
school and four primary schools. Of
the remaining primary schools, one is
at Addington, two at Greyville, one at
| Bellair, and 27 are country schools

pepulation,  Maritzburg has one art,
one Indian, and one school for col-
, oured children ; while Durban bas the

. other art, the other school for coloured

| children, and the remaining four Indi-

an schools, The European aided
schools are divided into fixed and farm
schaels. There are 104 of the former,
and 155 of the 'latter. The revenue

222

amounted to £ 1.4,
6s. 11d. frotm Buropeans, £635 8s. gd.

from Indians, and £143 115 4d. lrom
_coloured children, Al these fees have -

Piwen paid into the Ureasary, .
e CGoveronmem: arid i pided
v pduals provide sdocation or colpived

g i place during the year.
I syllabus has been introduced into
“of the Consolidated Act, which awaits -
© the approval of the [Tone authorities. !
dream, but it is better to dwell even '

The aver- —
’ An Imperial View

dstablished 11 the chief centres of

derived from the Government schools |
fur the year ended june 3o, 1yo7, |
75— 413,443

FErruary 8TH, 1608

children. Twonew Maritzburg schools
~ have recejved recognition. lixamina-

" tions atgvo farm schools have taken

The Indian

some of the smaller schools, and it is
hoped that its wealth of detail may
make the instruction more definite.
The want of schoo! material is a grave

emment school (higher grade) and
five aided schools educate about soo
' Indian children. Uhere is but one
trained teacher in these schools.  The

4 trouble almost everywhere. One Gov-
¥
[
|

! work cannot he described as satis-

factory, hor is it likely to be uatil the
trained teacher is forced upon the
managements.  Overcrowding ~ has
been checked to o very large extent,
but there is much uncleanliness and
weak discipline, The higher grade
school appears to be sufiering from a
mild fotnr of boycott, and is fed but to
the smallest extent by the very schools
"which it was intended to supplement ;
the instruction down to Standard 1I.
here is quite good, but Standard IV,
should really be the lowest class, A
weekly visit from an inspector, if time

permitted, might achieve some refornm. .

Y B

““The Man on the Spot™”

. The dberdeen Frec Press, comment-
ing on the Transvaal crisis, says:

Bome ol our colonial. friends are
sometimes very fond of reminding us
"of the complete treedom of action

man on the spot.” But who in this
case is “the man on the spot?” Is
it the Butish Indian boiling with pas-
sion at the humiliation sought .to. be

method: of registration—which tears
his ¥ritish citizenship to tatters and
i labels hiin an alien—or is it the white
man who, thinking solely of his own
v garden patch, rushes . the
. beyond the borizon? The garden
{ patch has its worth, but what of the
! Empire that gave it its value and to
- that end has spent blood and treasure
. heavily?  “Thy man on the spot”
i in the Empire—-represented by those
- who in holding 'the . reins of military
“and civil administration are daily con-
fronting herculean tasks with a cour-

' which should be conceded to ™ the.

i impused upon him by the finger print.

Indian-

P

aze and devotion that eannot be sur-.

passed—is surely’ as much entitled as

" he of the garden patch to a say with

regard to procecdings that tie his
; hands and tend to make him reel in
. the saddle. )

1

East Areica vor Inpians. To
make the East African terrvitories an
upen Coluony for our Indian fellow-
subjects, to be directly developed in
the interests of India. would be in
M cemvictib g Weidliant ereoke of
L} bdspeamal sbarevnaapsbhip, - {hsevier.
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A Set-Back?
THe stupid assault commitied on
Messes. Essop Mia, Naidoo and

Gandhi, while they were on thvic. way

to the Registration Office to register,
‘bas temporarily checked Indian pro-
_gress. The Indians in the Transvaal
seemed to be gaining in  internal
peace and nobility of character. We
are satisfied that the assault was the
work of a few misguided and fanatical
Pathans. A
prosecute will break the force of the
Pathan fury and the affair should be
forgotten as a passing though painful
incident of a historical campaiga. It
would have been wondrous if-it had
remained free from untoward events.
The assault, however, does bul show
that the leaders have really been
. much more moderate than the rank
and file and that’ they have hitherto
given a constitutional ‘shape to the
Indian  indignation roused over the
now almost defunct Asiatic Act.
Pathan fury has raged round the
ten fingér prints. Nor is it surprising.
" T the vast majority of Indians finger
prints were the grossest embodifuent
of the law. Much argument and elo-
quence were. centred on them. L
was shown, as Lord Elgin has now
admitted, that they had criminal awsoe
" piations. Many Asiatics coukd not

_Mr. Gandhi’s refusal to.

think of the Act without the finger
prints. : -

But it was hoped that finger prints
voluntarily and in a modified form
givenn would not cause any trouble.
Under the voluntary offer they have
lost- their raeial application, but are to
be applied for identifying those who
could not be uolherwise identified.
Moreover, they lose their sting in the
Transvaal because they are made of
general application under the Immi-
gration Act.

It was, therelore, the duty of Indian
leaders to bear down ignorant
opposition and to prevail upon the
community to give their finger prints.
In spite of the assault, Mr. Gandhi

the other leaders have done likewise.
The leaders have, therefore, done all
they could. And the Government
have responded by making the option
of giving two thumb impressions more
general.  After all, thumb prints are
-enough for identification. The assault,
then, has served its purpose. Those
who would lead public opinion must
be prepared to suffer. Theirs must
ever be a crown of thorns. '

Tue QUESTION WAS PUT IN THE
House of Commons
recently as to the
number of prosecu-
tions on permit charges against Indi-
ans in the Transvaall The official
reply was that there were some 13500,
It would almost seem as though all
these prosecutions were of a most
serious order, but it is curious to note
that more than one-third of these took
place within a period of 3} months,
extending from November 1goz to
February 5903, and that the balance
of less than two-thirds had Dbeen
spread over a period of 4§ years. Of
all these prosecutions the great bulk
were against Asiatics who attempted
to enter the Colony without permits.
These men were successfully pre-
vented from doing so, having been
prosccuted and ordered to leave the
Colony. But it may be added that
very many people came to the Trans-
vaal without permits under the Jona
Jide apression that no permits were
required, and, as a matter of fact, at
a certain period of 1goz-3 there was
free entry into the Transvaat of Asia-
tics. [t must also be stated that ex-
tremely few prosecutions have been
-brought against Asiatics for using
forged permits in any way and not a
single one for forging permits. Obvi-
ously, therefore, the delinquency was
a very trivial one, and in no way de-
monstrates that there has ever been a
| vast undetecied influs of Asiatics un-
Ujawiully entering the Transvoal,

The 01d Story

insisted on giving his finger prints and |

anaing the same.

THE WHOLE INDIAN COMMUNITY OF

South Africa owes
Christian Charity « very dueep debt.

of gratitude to the
Rev. Mr. . ). Doke and his wife.
These gencrous-hearted people have
exhibited the Christian virtues in a
maoner that must have been a source
of pride and juy to ucveryone of the
Christian faith.  They have gone out
of their-way to minister to Mr. Gan-
dhi’s comfort. ‘They have nursed him
in sickness, after having previousty
enceuraged him in health. British
Indians should bold before their eyes
constantly the splendid example of
charity, humility, and goodness of

Jheart exhibited by Mr. and Mrs,

Doke, and should regard them as
exponents of all that is best in Luro-
pean and Christian thought and feel-- -
ing. We are sure that work such as
that so nobly and so-humbly done by |
these two noble-hearted people will
do more than anything else to bring
the two races together on 2 common
basis of human sympathy and brother-
ly love. :

Mr. Gandhi’s Letter tothe
Press o

The following has been sent to the
Transvaal Press: .

Johannesburg -
1oth February, 1908,

My dear Friends,—I an well in the
brotherlty and sisterly hands of Mr.
and Mrs. Doke., I hope to take up -
my duty shortly .

~Those who have committed the act
did not know what they were doing.
They thought that I was doing what
was wrong.  They have had their
redress in the only manner they know.
I therefore request that no steps be
taken against them,
wSeeing that the assault was com-
mitted by a Mahomedan or Mahomed-
ans, the Hindus might probably fesl’
hurt, If so, they would put themselves
in the wrong belore the world and
their Maker. Rather let the blood
spilt to-day cement the Lwo Communi-
ties indissolubly—such is my heartlelt
prayer.  May God grant it.

Assault or no assault, my advice re-
The large majority
of Asiatics ought to give finger prints.
Those who have real conscientious
scruples will be excempted by the Gov-
ernment,  To ask for more would be
to show ourselves as children,

The spirit of passive resistance
rightly understood should make the
people fear none and nothing, but
God—no cowardly fear, therefore,
should deter the vast majority of
saber-minded Tedians Gon domg
thair duty. 0, Tewase al tepeal af
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the Act against voluntary registration

llhe umbrella broke, and one more

having heen given, it -is the sacred P hilow felled Naidoo to the pround, his
duty of every vood Indian to help the ! head being badly gashed, and,~when

Government and the Colony to the
uttermost.

.

Ian,
. Your faithful Iriend and servant,
‘ ' M. K. (ianpHL

' The Beginning of

Registration

Mr. Gandhi and others Assaunlted

A Cowardly Attack

[SrEctaLLy "CONTRIBUTER] -
Shortly after a quarter to ten on
«'Monday morning, Mr. Gandhi with

“, other leaders leit bis oiftee-to attend

“upon the Registrar of Asiatics at Von

srandis Square in ord-r to make ap-
plication for registration nder thp
new voluntary arrangement. He was
passing aleng Von Brandis Street,
when, outside the premises of Messrs
Arpott & Gibson, not more than three
minutes’ walk fromi the Registration Of-
fice some 8 Panjabis and Pathans ac-
casted Mr. Essop Mia, the Chairman

of the Associatioir; and Mr. Gandhi, in-

quiring where they intended to go. Up-

" on it being explained’ to them that the

leaders were going to the Registration
office ‘to make application for regis-
tration, the further question was put
as to the manner i ' which they
intended to register. ‘The answer was
that they intended to give ten finger
impressions. If, however, any man
had conscientious objections to giving
ten finger imipressions, he need only
give an impression of the two thumbs,
making, at the same time, a statement
as to the nature of his objection.
Apparently, the reply was not satis-
tactory, for one Pathan named Méer
Allam  Khan raised a heavy stick
which he was carrying and struck Mr.
Gandhi a terrific blow aimed with the
intention of killing him on the spot.
The stick missed the spinal cord,
fortunately, but felled Mr. Gandhi to
the ground senseless.  Mr. Gandhi in
falling struck his head against 2 jagged
stone, with the result that his upper
lip and cheek were badly lacerated
and a tooth loosened, whilst his fore-
‘head just above the eye struck another
'stone, and a third sténe just missed
the eye itself. . Whilst on the grouad.
several of the Pathans dealt terrible
blows upon Mr. Gamlhi's body,: ane
‘of the men being armied with an iren
rod. Mr. Thambi Naidoo and Az
Essop Mia hastily intervened. but Mr.
~ Essop Mia was soon put out of acticn
by a blow upon the hand, which slight-

ly injured the finger, and he thereupon |

hastened into Mersrs. Arot & Gib-

- son’s offices to seck help, Meanwhile,

Mr. Thambi Naidoo engased the
attention of Meer Allam, who rained
blow after blow upon him, which,
fortunately, Nuidoo was able to ward
off by mzuns of an pmbrella whirh he
was o oz ab the time,  Eventuoaily

;

|
]
1
|
: tration, giving every particular requir-
|
]
|
|

the was on the ground, further blows

| were struck at bim and he was con-

lsiderably bruised.  Assistance now
! came from “Mussrs, Arnot & Gibson’s
[ otfice and a number of luropeans, in-
I cluding constables, hastencd to- the
! scene and eventually put an end to
the disturbance., Al the -Pathans
with the exception of Meer Allam
managed to escape.  Meen Altam,
however, - was  arrested,  together
with a2 certain  Abdul . Rahman,
a Konkni, whu had also taken part in
the assault, and these men- were de-
tained by the police inside Messrs,

Amot & Gibson's oflices and were
eventually  taken (o - Marshail

charge to be latd against - them,
Meanwhile, Mr. Gandbi had issued
definile tnstructions that he refused 1o
prosvcute - under any circumstances.
" He was picked up by kind friends
just as he was recovering conscious-
ness and carded into Mg ].-C. Gib-

I'son's private office, where he lay

Jprostrate on the door whilst Dr.
Thwaites, a medical man, was seot
for. Dr. Thwaites immediately ex-
amined the wound and pronounced
Mr. ‘Gandhi out’ of any immediate
danger.  He also eéxamined. Mr.
Thambi Naidoo's wound, and asked
Alr. Naidoo to go off immediately to
the hospital to be attended to. Mr.
Naidoo was afterwards told that he
would not be needed any longer at
the hospilal after he had -been band-
aged. AMeanwhile the Rev. Mr. Doke,
who had been talking with Mr. Polak
at the Registration Office, awaiting
Mr. Gandi's arrival there, and who
followed My, Polak hastily, on receipt
of the news, suggested that Mr, Gan-
dhi, instead of being taken to the
hospital, should be taken to his own
house where he could receive every
attention, and the sugpestion was
immediately acted upon. Mr. Gan-
dhi was accompanied. to Mr. Doke’s

Chamney, who had been hastily sum-
moned, and- a constable, Mr. Gandhi,
| however, was very cager that there
should be no delay in starting regist-
ration and he accordingly begged Mr.
Chamney to.allow him to register
immediately and fulfit his promise,
Mr. Chamney accordingly sent for
i one of his clerks who shortly alter-
wards arrived at 163 Smit Strect, Mr,

Square where they awaited the formal.

house by Mr. Doke himself, Mr..

Doke's residence, and there Mr. Gaa- |

dhi made formal application tor regis-

ed by the form which bhad been
mutually: agreed on between the lead-
ers of the Indian community and Mr.
Smuts which form, of course, nakes
1o mention whatever of the Rewistra-
tion Aet. Mr. Gandhi also, although
in great pain, gave ten digit impres-
sions and then the  simultaneous
impressions of the four digits of each
hand, the object being to show that

1
.}‘
i
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was a volantary ‘act and not under a
degrading, humiliating Law bike crimi-
nals. The Doctor now made prepara-
tion to make a further examination of
Mr. Gandhi's injuries, Lventually, he
said that the lace and lip would have
to be stitched up, and accordingly
{ive stitches were put in, whilst the
remaining injuries which wercin the
nature of severe bruises and contus-
tons were bandaged. . -

‘This brutal attack eflectively upset
all the arrangements for registration.
As if to intensify the pervousness and
irritation, by a foolish errar, some five
receipt forms weré issued by the re-
gistration officials on which the words
‘ Registered under the Asiatic Law.

shmendment Act” had not been obli-

terated. The result was to immediate--
ly-arouse the suspicions of the people,

who thought they were being trapped
into’ ' registering  under  the  Law. .
There is np doubt that it will take -
considerable tine to allay this uneusy.
feeling, and, since them owing to -
another stupid mistake of a ‘similar

‘hature, it has been {ound necessary to

re-print the form of receipt.

The Chinese havesteadfastly refused
to register under the new arrangement,
as they feel that they have sworn an
oath notto give ten tinger imipresions,
They are quite, willing to give two
thumb impressions, They have not-
yet realised that nobody at ail is obli-
ged to give ten finger impressions, but
that he should do it as anact of duty
and wisdom, in view ol the fact that
upon the satistactory catrying out of &

“sensible areangement within' the next

three months will depend the new
legislation that- will be brouzht for-
ward when Parliament meets.- '

< There is no doubt that all along
the community has led the Govern-
ment 'to believe that there was no op-
position to finger-prints as finger-
prints, but only when it was a matter
of compulsion under a Law that de-
graded, the associations being ‘then
criminal, and naturally the Govern-
ment expect that the comnmunity as a
whole, now that the element of com-
pulsion has be:n removed, will not
make any ado about a matter which is
on the part of the community, an act
of grace. Unfortunately, the Govern-
ment is not itsell [ree from blame,
seeing that the officials have, in many

-instances, created the impression that

the ten finger impressions were going
to be compusorily demanded, and one .
or two tactless  mistakes have not-
made the position casier.  Mr. Marns, «
the espert advisor from India, who
as been bruught to the Transvaal in
order tu tharoughly go into the ques-
tion of the personmel of the (ivil
Service with a view to fetrenchment,
has been attached to the Registration
Oflice in order to advise in cases of
difficully, owing to his expert know-
ledge of Indian peoples,
Rueyistration is going on more satis-
factory now; and, on Wednesday,
rmany of the leaders made application

there was nothing degrading in thie §and  with them a large number of
mere giving of finger-impressions, it | others <Hindus  snd - Mahiomedans
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alike. ‘The statement that there is a ]
split betacen the two faiths is absol-!
utely incorrect.  No distinction is be- |
ing madc, "for, as explained above,
practically al! the leaders—both Hin-
du and Mahomedan—registercd by
Wednestlay afternoon.  There s hot
likely to be any considerable !
hitch in the work of further registra-:
tion, except through some mistake on |
the part of sone officials. The com- J
munity is realising the significance of .
the present procecdings, and is read-
ily falling in with the settlement ar-!
rived at.{ Mr. Gandhi himself is pro-

gressing” rapidly towards recovery.

The wounds are healing well, the

bruises are disappearing, and he is

getting through a good deal of work.

He has been staying with the Rev,

Mr.. Doke, who, with his wife, has

ministered to his comfort in & truly

Christian manuer. Everything that

was - possible was done for Mr.

Gandhi’s convenience, and, as a mat-

ter of fact, Mr. Doke’s House has

been used more as a reception room

than anything else, as Mr. Gandhi

has been receiving a constant stream

of visitors—both Indians and Europ-

eans—since last Monday., A large

number of telegrams of thanks. was

received by Mr. and Mrs. Doke [rom.
all parts of Seuth Africa, and many

‘messages of regret at what had hap-
‘pented were received by the British

. Indian Asscciation. .

Meer ‘Allam Khan and Abdool
Rahman, two of the men who assuult-
ed Mr. Gandbi, the former being the
chief assailant, were re-arrested on
Tuesday afternoon by Supt, Vernon.
They were brought before Mr. Jo:dan
on Wednesday afternoon at z o’clock.

Mr. Van Diggelen and Mr. Reuter
aunounced that they appeared for the
defence. " Mr. Reuter said he had been
-instructed by a friend of the accused,
while Mr. Van Diggelen claimed to be
instructed by the accused. The accus-
~ ed were given the choice of represent-
atives, and Mr. Van Diggelen was sel-
ccted. He at onee asked for a remand.

Fhe Public Prosccutor, while. not
objecting, said he had all his witnusses
present and was prepared to go ot

The Magistrate remanded the ac-
cused till the 1gth and fixed bail at

Lroo. o -

What the Pabers Say

The Transvaal Leader comments

as under :— B
-Among decent-minded people the
brutal assault committed upon Mr.
" Gandhi and Mr. Naidoo yesterday:
will give rise to feelings of profound
- regret and sympathy, coupled with.the
hope that the victims will before Inng
regain their bealth. . . . . .
Apparently the assault took piace
before the work of registration was
begun—or ‘attempted to be begun.
Had the afiray occurred after ‘instead
‘of before ‘the officials began their
dutics it seems likely that the Govern-
ment would have had placed upon 1,

morally if not legally, a terrible re-

3
sponsibility. It seems incredible that,

despite the Colonial Secretary’s state- |

ment, that registration under the Act

piry of the period named in the no-
tices, the receipts or certificates hand-
ed out to the few who registered yes-
terday stated that they had registered
under the Act and agreed to abide by
all its regulations ! The effect upon
a suspicious and excited people was
to make them believe that their leaders
or the Government, or both, . were be-
traying them. It is impossible, within
the limits of conventional language,
to do justice to those responsible for
this, equally with preceding blunders
in connection with the admintstration
of the Act. The Colonial Seeretary is
in a position in which he deserves the
sympathy of all good men. He is
standing and has from the first stood
by his department.  He is observing
the best traditions of responsible
government. The pity of it is that
from the first there have been writ
large in the Asiatic branch the marks
of incompetence, if not worse. Every
Indian race and caste represented here
had been dealt with as if all races and
castes were alike, which is the first
thing an experienced Indian official
would avoid. So soon as the Colonial
Secretary and Mr. Gandhi came to-
gether an understanding was arrived
at. Yct even after this plain hint the
Asiatic’ branch continued along its
blundering path. Residents who re-
call registration a few years ago will
remember that the then ofiicials asked
for and obtained the co-operation of
the Asiatic leaders, so that, instead of
hordes of Asiatics lining the strects
and crowding the vicinity of offices, as
took place yesterday, a few men were
brought at a time, and the work went
off smoothly. Tht work of registra-
tion, which requires patience, tact and
diplomacy, has from the first been car-
ried out in the narrowest and harshest
spirit.  Instead of all mention of the
Act’ which proved so unworkable
being aveided, its name and its pro-
visions are insisted upon at cvery
point, and the whole conduct of the
registration branch gives colour to the
view that its desire is less to aid the
Government and the Colony in finding
a way out of an awkward and delicate
situation than to show the Asiatics
that it-is their master.

What is wanted is that the oilicial
who is the cye and hand and brain of
the Governmunt at the present con-
juncture should bring a fresh mind to
bear upon o fresh silgation,  Of the
ability to do this there is no indi-
cation, On the injustice to M
Gandhi, Mr. Natdoo and Mr. Leung
Quinn which the present state of
things involves it would be waste “of
words tu comment at lenpgth, The
Government bas assisting it @ high
official of the Indian Government,
Mr, Marris. Since it has involved no
loss of dignity by other departments
of the public service to have Mr,
Marris enquire into their working and
arrangements, may we ask if it is not

)

 possible for the Government to call

in Mr. Marris to preside &t the work

of registration, inststing upon the
1s no longer possible in view of the ex-

*registration  officials ?

whole of the proceedings being trans.
acted before his eyes—not in another
rom ?
dom only to employ Europeans as
We are in-
formed that the departure from this
rnle is strongly condemned by Anglo-
Indians here. 1t is pretty evident that

unless reform be promptly initiated in

this work of registration, the well-
ment efforts of the Colonial Secretary
and Mr. Gandbi will go for little,

The Ster says

Pussibly  yesterday's  [racas  was
shmety an outburst of an ancient feud
between the hills and the plains with
an extra touch ot jealuusy that the

whole credit of the passive resistance |

campaign had gone to the plains, It
shutdd be remembered too that the
Learers, water-carriers, and camp-
felluwers who «came to South Alrica
with the British Army had a good deal
less to gain by a peacelul scttiement

‘than the Bengali traders with their

old established business.  Though
less prominent in controversy thesy
men have always been in the fore-
front of the oppasition to the Goveru-
ment, and Mr. Smuts has more than
vhee made merry over thetr heroic
ofter 10 face death rather than regis-
tration,  They secem to have been re-
gurded from the first as a new and
rather  complicating factor i the
situation by the main body- ol their
compatriots, who could always count
on their support while it was a ques-
tion of fighting, but have very little in
cunnnon with them now that the fight
sover. ., . L L L L L,

The fact that Mr. Gandhi's assail-
ants only represent a small section of
the Asiatic community means, we
hope, that yesterday's occurrence will
have no serious bearing on Lhe success
of Mr, Smuts’ new experiment,  The
sebuequent  procecdings,
seein to have revealed some minor
deficts in the arrangements which arg
not idtogether creditable to the tact
and foresipht of the Asiatic Depart-
ment.
stance, a porfectly inimaterizl docu-
ment, still bore the offensive stigma
of *compulsion,” and has had to be
altered  in ink  since  registration
actually began, It is a tritling matter,
no doubt ; but the Government have
had wvery reason 1o learn by this time
that they are dealing with a suspiciogs
sl sensitive people, and it sceu o
pity that there should ever have been
the smaliest ground for the belief that
Mr. Smuts” scitlement was not being
carricd out in the broad spirit of
toleration in which it was framed.
Wi have no desire to offer advice 1o
the ~perts in matters of dotail. As
we have abways insisted, the precise
fortn. and manner of regdistration is a
matier of profoumd mdiifercace to the
pulidie, which is only concerned with
s wtfect, So long as U is porfectly
clear that the whole Asiatic com-

however,

The forn ol receipt, fur in-

And is it not the part of wis- -
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munity is being registered in such a
way as to place an absolute bar to
illicit immigration, no one 1s going to
cavil at the Government's methods.
But there has been so much friction
and miscalculation and hurried change
of front that the public is quite justi-
fied in coming to the conclusion that
a certain amount at least of the recent
.trouble has been due to departmental
' carelessness, and it is satisfactory to

know that Mr. Smuts is back in Pre-

toria and in close touch with the local
officials. We learn, too, that in Pre-
toria the work of registration is pro-
ceeding smoothly and expeditiously,
so that there is no reason to suppose
that there is any general opposition
to the settlement on the side of the
Asiatics. '

The Rand Daily Mai has
following :— -

We feel sure that all the better class
Asiatics in South Africa will sincerely
regret the cowardly attack made upon
Mr. Gandhi yesterday at the opening
of the registration office. However
nuch the European populationr may
disagree with Mr, Gandhi’s ideas,
they recognise his abselute honesty
of purpose and the fairness of - his
methods. When he came to a com-
promise with the Government it was
hoped that the whole of the Indians
-would endorse his policy. It is now
evident that a handful of fanatics
insist upon standing out ol an arrange-
ment which the Asiatics generally have
every reason to regard as reasonable
and satisfactory. It is to be hoped,

" however, that the opposition is only
confined to a few malcontents, and
that the bulk ol the Asiatics will quietly
and quickly fulfil their part in the set-
tlement which has been reached. The
.obstinale ones can be left alone to
ultimately incur the penalties they
will richly deserve,

the

A Distinguished Coloured
Student |

Alain LeRoy Locke, the-suceessful
candidate at Harvard University for
the Cecil Rhodes Oxford Scholarship,
which knows nothing of race, color or
nationality, and which is given tor
* scholarship, manliness and athletic
ability,” is one more example to be
quoted in evidence of the brain-powcr
that resides in the pure Negro race.
He was born in 1885 and was conse-
quently 22 years of age when he avas
graduated at Harvard, having taken
the entire course in three years instead
of the usual four, winning honours,
.through the various terms.

His great triumph in scholarship
was the winning of the Bowdoin
Scholarship in March. Even without
having sccured the Rhodes Osford
Scholarship of $15,500 annually, this

"would have been in itself a rarc
achievement. It carries with it a
medal' and #2350 in money with the

. public presentation of his thesis. In

| with-the question,

the Rhodes Scholan’ship he was one
of the five out of fifty contestants.—
The American J]‘[tssfaﬂ??y. :

Asiatic Trading in Na_tal _

The Working Man's’ Point of View

Mr, John Connolly, M.L.A.,. spcal&-‘

ihg at a Ladysmith public meeting on
the Asiatic question said, while he
fully sympathised with the white store-
keepers, and while he believed that it
was difficult, if not impossible, to
compete with the Arabs, he felt -that
the question would have to be dealt
with in a different manner from that
which was being advocated on plat-
forms throughout the Colony at the
present moment. He was personally
of opinion that it could only be set-

.tled by the strict enforcement of the

present ‘sanitary and other laws by
which they had the powertoeliminateto
certain-extent the elements of unfair-
ness from the competition. The same
thing was happening in regard to the
skilled and semi-skilled workers in the
Colony. - Asiatics were everywhere
taking the place of white artisans and
clerks, and the result was that there
were upwards ol 1,000 white men out
of .employment in Durban to-day,
(* Shame.”)’ As a- representative of
the workers, he felt this keenly, but,
at the same time, he believed that it
would not be in accordance with our
ideas of what was right or just to deny
the coloured races an opportunity of
raising themselves; but they were
justified in protecting the interests of
the white men. This could be- done
by laws regulating wages. [f they be-
lieved that cheap labour was a curse,
then they were iustified in abolishing
it. A resolution was brought forward

| at each ot.the two last sessions of

Parliament, calling upon the Govern-
ment to insert a [air-wage clause in
their contracts, . The proposal was re-
jected, but he was of opinion that it
was the only possible way of dealing
' The first thing to
be done, however, was to stop the
further influx of Asiatics it any shape
or form. Mr. Sparks had suggested
that the white people should band
themselves together and refuse to sup-
port the Indian trader. - This was all
very well, but as long as the Indian
was free to compete with the white
worker the latter should be allowed
the right to choose what he consid-
ered the cheapest market. If compet-
ition was bad, they should abolish it,
if possible ;  but, if not, it should be
firee to one side as well as to the
other. If the white traders employed
nothing but white men, he would
certainly be in favour of supporting
them, but as long as they took advan-
tage of cheap labour, -the workers
were justified 1n taking advantage of
the chenp markel provided by the
Arabs; that was, if it was cheap.
Personaily, he did not believe it was,
as, althuugh the prices charged by the
Arab were certainly [ower in many

‘neighbours.

cases, the artiele itsell was usuvally of
inferior quality. This, however, was
a matter of opinion. If the wcrking
men believed that it was to his inter-
est to deal with the Indians, he was
pot prepared to deny him the right to
do so under present.circumstances.—
Natal Mercury.

A Jewish View of the
Indian Question

Writing under date of January 3,
the London- correspondent of the
S. 4. Jewnsk Chromele remarks : A
prominent part it the agitation here
on behalf of the British Indizns in the
Transvaal is being taken by Mr. L. W.
Ritch, who has written lrequent let-
ters to the Press on the subject, and
whose remarks are treated by -editors
with a good deal of respect.  Mr.
Ritch is very well known to the Jew- .
ish community of Johannesburg,
which he left for London two or three
yearsago. Heisnot the only a Jew of
education who, in the Transvaal, found
himself attracted by the. high-spirited
qualities of,the religion: of the Hin-
dus, and was keenly touched by the
injustices under which they seemed to
labour. The letters of * Disgusted
Jew,” on the subject, in your journal
some two years ago, will no doubt -
still be fresh in the memory of your
readers. At that time there seemed
to be a danger that Jews might be
subjeeted to the same disabilities as

‘the Indians, and, having to fight for

their-own hand, they could not afford
to spénd any sympathy on . their
Now that they bave
happily secured their objects, they
can lend an ear to the complaints of
their dusky fellow-subjects, and may

feel Jegitimate pride in the fact thata

co-religionist is fighting so sturdily
for what appears to him the cause of
justice and humanity. -Of course
Tews, whether in England or in South’
Africa, are not bound to agree with
Mr. Ritch, nor to wish him success in
his endeavours. There is a good old
saying that charity begins at Home ;
it is possible that some Jews will feel |
that their own position would be en-
dangered were the Indians to gbtain
all they ask for. There is every sign
that this question will be brought into
English politics before long. The

-public here, of course, cannot under-

stand the antipathy of the white pop-
ulation of South Africa to the Indians,
and no doubt public protests will
soon be raised against, what seems to
be here, their very harsh and unjust
treatment.  In that case it will pro-
bably be placed to the credit of the
Jewish- community of the Transvaal
that a Jewish gentleman {rom Johan-
nesburg has been foremost in cham-
pioning the cause of the Indians. In
this way Mr. Ritcl’s action may ulti-
mately prove to the advantage of the
Jews in the Transvaal, thouyh at pres-
ent the line he is taking up mayseem
alien from their interests.

W
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Genera! Smuts’ Apologia
Speech at Richmond

Spedkin-- at Richmond, Johannes-
burg, last week, General Smuts, in
the course of a lc_ngthy address, said:

There was one #4uestion on which
he had come to speak especially, one
that had been very much to the fore,
especially in the last few days, and he
thought this an appropriate uvccasion
on which to review the whole posttion
as it presented. itself to-day. He
referred to the Asiatic question.
When the whole case was before them

approve ol their course, and would
say. that a statecsmanlike thing had
been done, and that it really was not
possible for the Government to do
. anything save what it had done.' This |
" Asiatic question was no new thing, |
It started after the fArst war of inde:
pendence. He need not remind them
that the Transvaal had been very much
~perhaps ‘over—advertised, and so
far back as 1881 the war of indupend-
ence had carried their {ame to the
East, and people began to-conme in
from India und other parts of- the
world. They wanted to.put a stop to
it, but the Government was unable to
do so—they would know why that
was. The Transvaal did not receive
.complete independence under the
. London Convention of 1881, but
remained under the suzerainy of
England, and the Indians who came
here were very largely British subjects,
When the Government of that day
wanted to tackle the qucstiun the
Home Government stepped g and .
- said “ These Indians are our subjects,
and you have not, under the terms of
the Convention, the power to put
them over the border or keep them
"‘out of the country.” ‘The trentment
“of the question in the OR.C. was
quite different, but ‘the O.R.C, was a
sovereign® independent  State, and
could take the Asiatic by the ncck,
and put him out—-and keep him out,
‘too, They had been very lay in the
Transvaal i those days. He was.
talking recently to a shrewd old inan,
who told him .that when the hHrst
caolies cime here he spoke to o mer-
chant, who said, “We have'a ot of
old stock ‘we can’t dispose ol, and
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to £3.
h:rxall:.e those who were here, and, if!
possible, to keep the others out : but !

streamed into the country till before
the war they had 10,000 oF 12,000—
he did not know the exact number—
coolics in the I'ransvaal. When the
war broke vut many left the country
and went away, and the Indian popu-
lution decreased sensibly, while duriny
the war nmiatters were at a standstiil
except for some Indians coming in
with the army. The Pathans :md
others were now very clamorous be-

‘cause they came in with the British

army and secemed to wish to be taken
into a field by himself (the speaker)
and General Botha aud shot dead.
(Laughter) They had not been
fighters but camp followers.

AFTER THE WAR.

- Affter the war-—though Mr, Gandhi
would not admit it—the stream of im-
migrants increased very largely, and
it became certain that thy registration
certificates of the old Republ!c were
forged, anrd as the terms were not very
particular it was easy that they could
be forged. The result was that thous-
ands pourad into the country, and the

- question asswmed dangerous propor-
Hons.

That was the state of affairs
in 1906, when the Crown Colony
Government felt it right to put a stop
to it.  Unless they were to follow the
fatal course of Natal they had to make
a firm stand, and a law was introduced
into the -Legislative’ Council and
passed. It was identical with the
terms of the law puassed last year.
Was the object to put the Asiatics
over the border or expel them or put
them in prison? No. Lord Selborne
had a long cerrespondence with the
British Government, and this was all
in a Blue-book, ltom which they
wonld see the reasons that actuated
the late Government in passing the
measure. The object was to register
in the most unmistakable way, a way
that could not be subject to fraud or

forgery, to register every Asiatic who

was legally entitled to be here. The
ohject was indeed twofold—to give a
definite status to the Indians who
werechere before the war and to see
that the rest of Asia was kept out of

-these coolics would carry it ubout the
country for us and sell it to the Boers,
and Kafiirs,” (Laughter.) Some yvars
afterwards, in 1885, the question had
assunted wmuch larger proportions,
and by that time the merchants had
come to'quite a different idea as to
the uses of the coolies, and clamoured
to have them regulated.  The Volks-
raad passed the first law on the sub-
jeet—a law -very much like the Taw
they had passed last year. They could
not put the Indian out becunse the
British LEmpire sat behind him, bot
-the Government could say. “ Yonwill !
have to register, so that we can Lnow
- who is in the comitry and who has the
right to be here.”  Every Asiatic had

. $0 pay a certain fee— £ 25, he thuught

he country. What happened ? A
deputation from the Indian - com-
nunity intetviewed the British Gov-
ernment and made a great show ol
resistance, with the result that the

1 Home. Government would not advise

His Majesty the King to aszent o the
law,
PARLIAMENT,

That wis the state of alairs when
the ficst Marliooent of the Transvaal
el in March last and that was the
hirst taw Lacklizl : which was the same
as that lying in the piseon-holes-of the
tCovernment 2t Home The people
of the Colony weie am wous to have
the measure assented to and the old
Jaw was approved of verbatim, 11 he:
liad done it, provisions would have

CTHIE FIRST

this was lmpOQSlble, and the '\smt:cs :

~

B 85

matter of fact, were not in it. It Was
unanumously approved of and on the
| unanttmous vote of this Parliament it

it was, thounrh later 1t was rcdu('ecl bx.en included in the law which, a5 2
The whole object was lo.

was assented to. Put it was never.
intended to put people over the border’
‘or te put them in prison ; the one
object was the registration of those.
‘who were in the country so that the~

Government migh keep others out.J
ONLY 500 REGISTERED.

~In what w ay did the law propose to
dq that? The law proposed that the
Government  should notify a period
within which Asiatics in this country
entitled 1o register should come for-
ward and register themselves.  There
Was no Iugal compulsion, but a period
was fixed, and after that period had
exptred no registration could take .
place. The ch.ar'u:ter of that law was
that it should come into force once,
and should have its effect once, and
oncefor all. It was a very risky law,
because if the Asiatics did pot come
forward during that period, registra.
Lion became impossiirde, and the law
bucamea deal letter, What lmppumd?
They put the law into foree,
was given to Indians Lo register, and
after the period had eapired and the
[ndians had not registered, he added
another month.  He knew some of
them blamed him for that: but he
did it because he wanted to give the
luw and the Indian populition in the
cauntry every chance.  That. month
also expired, and no registrations tovk
lace,
wuniry oaly soo rtegistered.  Welt
that month alse expired. and repis
tration beemme impossible

W THREE ALTERNATIVES.

“Three alternatives remained to the
‘Guvernment.  They might have
them over the border; they could
Autve sent them all to pnson : or they
coutd have gone to Parliament again,
and said to Parliament, * You have
passed a law which was in operation
for a certain period : that peried has
passed, the virtae of the law has gone,
and we want further powers.”  Take
the first alternative —putting” the In-
dians who refused to register over
the border. It was not easy putting
men over the border. 1t was not a
question for the Transvail alone, but
an International question.  As soon
as the mreasure was carried Natal gave
natice “ No coolie to be sent to us.”
The Transvaal could not send-them
to the Orange River Colony : could”
not send them to Rhodesia ; could
nod send them to the Cape.
was one wiy open, which might have
beer open for a brief period.  That
was Peligoa Day: hot bo one knew
at what date that wate alse micht have
Liecy elosedl, It was a very ditheult
interationul e Pon-~a question
whirh wank] have miven rise 1o serions
cotaplicattons—and the Covernanent,
ate o bl conderation, decided that
that course shonld not be adopted.
The nest alternative was Lo, put the
futians in prisen. 1ie had sent every
lewder Lo prison, and Kundreds more

M the 10,060 Indians int.lwI

t

Nutice -

putt

There ¢



