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NOTES AND NEWS _
7~

the Private Seorotary to the Viceroy, Lord
Irwin, in reply to a cable sent by the South
African IndianCongress :—

To SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN CONGRESS,
Maritzbarg.

“Viceroy wishes me to express his thanks to
South African Indian Congress for their telegram of
congratulations on escape of himself and his party
from attempled outrage.”

A Renter's message from Madras dated Jan. 1
states :—

Sir Kurma Reddi arrived here to-day from Bom-
bay. Sir Kurma, who left South Africa in very
poor health, had to be removed from the train here
on a sireicher to a waiting ambulance which con-
veyed him to his residence, Mr, Sastri was among
the numercus friends who met Sir Eurma at the
railway station.

"ﬂ“HE following ia & copy of a cable received from

Indians all over Buuth Atrica will be glad to learn
that Mr. John D. Tyson, I.C.8., formerly Chief
Secretary to Mr, Srinivasa Sastri, first Agent-General
for India in the Union, has been appointed Perma-
nent Private Becrstary to his Excellency the Gov-
ernor of Bengsl.

The siafl’ of six lecturers for the Sastri Coilege are
due to arrive from India on January 22, in time for
the opening of the term's work on January 27.

Addressing a meeting at Delhi the Maharajah of
Alwar advised the Indian leaders to co-opsrate with
the British Labour Government. He said that Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald and Caplain Wedgwood Benn
both favoured Dominion Statna for India. “Bat
the Dominion statue I want India to acquire is one
ia accordance with her traditions and the teachings
of her past history, a status that will maintain her
own originality and national characteristics,”

A Reuter's message from Lahovo states ;=

.Several arrests have been made here in connection
with the attempt to assassinate the Yiceroy. The
men who were arrested after & house-to-honge gearch
include the brother of Jat Indranathdas, who re-
cently died in prison while on hunger ptrike, and
two workers connected with the Nationaliat Congress
camp. Somse of the prisoners are active members of
the League of Youth,

_Smart work by the Verulam police and the C.1D.,
i!: is stated, has resulted in the recovery of a further
£2,800 of the £4,000 in a mail-bag stolen from the
Verulam Station on Deo. 24, On Dec. 26 £700 was
recovered with the discovery of the mafl-bag in a
garden at the back of the Roman Catholic Church at
Verulam. The £2,800 was found on Saturday
buried in a canefield abont two miles from the
scene of the robbery, Two more Indians, in
addition to the two arrested on Dec. 26, have been
wrested in connection with the robbery,

In the Wage Aot Amendment RBill to be intro-
dnced next session by Colonel F, H. P. Creswsll,
the Minister of Labour, the Minister proposes to re-
serve to himself discretionary power, after consulta-
tion with the Wage Board, to terminate any wage
determination as soon a3 he is convinced - that such
termination j8 in the public interest. Another
amendment lays down that the Minister may termi-
nate a wage determination should an agreement be
arrived at between employers and employees in a
particular industry in regard to which a determina-
tion bad been made by the Wage Board. The
creation of industrial conciliation boards will be
made easier, Temporary members of the Wage
Board will not have the right to examine private
business docaments. Intervention by the Minister
will be made easier. The Minister may instruot th(i
Wage Board to investigate a certaip sr3—wy and.
prepare a report withont ——-aiul recommendations
in rage=d « a uetermination, or to draw up a report
a3 well as recommendations for a determination.
Another amendment gives the Minister the power
to exclude a certain distriot from a Wage Board de-
termination. The Wage Board may be empowered
to make exceptions in regard to the minimum wage
fixed under a determination and to make provision
for less efficient employees. Publication in the
Government Gazelle only will be sufficient to make a
determination legal under the clause providing for
notification. Puablication in ordinary newspapers
will take place ounly in certain circumstances,

A SCURRILOUS ARTICLE .

E do not as a rule discuss Indian
W politics in our leading columns,’
for we hold the view that the

leaders in India "are able to fight their
battles without any assistance or encourage-
ment from outside. It is certainly not wise
for the South African Indian community,
in view of its position in this country, to
“dabble” in Indian politics, Our outlook’
in this country is purely South 'African.
But that does not mean that the South
African Indian must lie low when an un-
warranted attack is made on India and her
leaders. -
No one can deny that the Indian possesses’
just as much national pride as does the
Englishman. For aught else can the exist-
ence of the Sons of England be: - JJt is that
national pride that makes one to resent very
strongly any attack on one’s country. Our
contemporary the Nata! Mercury, as is the
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custom of the Old Lady in the Lane, has
been roused to fierceness by the recent
events in India. Armed with that disgrace-
ful book *Mother India,” which it claims
to be the most authoritative book on India,
it proceeds to make an unscrupulous attack
on the presetit day leaders of India. In an
attempt to show to its readers that the
Indians are not ready for Dominion status,
the Natal Mercury has thrown to the winds
the ethics of journalism. We grant that
our contemporary is entitled to its opinion,
But an expressioft of opinfon can be free
from ahy vilification, _

Not content with maligning the Swaraj
movement the Naml Mercury wmakes a
spirited attack on the personal character of
of Mehatma Gandhi. Our contemporary
states in plaih words that Miss Catherine
Mayo’s statement is to be believed as against
Mahatrite Gandhi's tefutation. It accuses
hin of uttering a blatant untruth. Happily
= have throughout the world betier judges

than the woivw of_this scutrilous article,
Mahatma Gandhi has won encusiume_from

the greatest and the lowliest men through-
out the wotld for his suerifices. For his
upright character and truthfulness he has
been foutd to be beyond reproach. Enough.

It is wicked to associate the Swaraj
movement with Bolshevism, The Nataf
Merzary indy as well tell us that the strugyle
of the S. O. E, to uphold the prestige of
the Union Jack was imposed by a few
‘apon thousands of inarticulate Englishmen.’
The stdtémet Is cettalnly A biatant untruth.
. The Natal Mereury has always advocated
that India has not reached the stage when
Dominion status can be granted her. Its
somewhat weak defence is that the educated
amongst the population of India represent
only seven per cent, It forgets, however,
that a hundred and fifty, years rule of the
British has only increased the literate by

- two per cent.. A century and a half is a
long period in the life of a country. Would
it not ke better to grant India Dominion
status so that ample provisions could at
once be made to turmn her illiterates into
literates ?

We are afraid our contemporary has been
blihded by Miss Mayb’s “Mother India.”
If that book is to be its criterion to judge
India and her peopl¢ we are sorry for its
poor judgment. The book has well paved
the way for the Simon Commission. For
it io remarkable that it should have been

[

published just before the Commission set
about its work.

We hope that our contemporary realiscs

that every nation is eatitled to a fair share
of the spoils of this Earth,

Indian National Congress

Lahbore, Dec. 29 (Renter).—Jawaharlal Nehru,
President of the All-India Congress, amid scenca
of great excitement, hunlod up the national flag. A
crowd of J0,000, inolnding 5,000 women, broke
tkrough the cordons of volunteers and oleerad,
while numbers cried "Lopg live the revolulion,”

Neliru greeted them with a speech, declaring that
the flag was the aymbnl of India's unity. Once
unfurled it must not be lowered, he added, while a
single person remained alive in India.

“We want reality of power, pot morely livery of
office,” declared Jawahavlal Nehru in hie presidential
address at the opening of the Cohgress. He de-
clared that when India’s economic and social prob-
lems were solved communal dillrrences wounld dis-
appear, and he described Dominion status as “the
shadow of authority for a handful of Imliaus and
mevre repression and exploitation of the musses.”

The presidont then drawatically asked: “How
can we co-operate when our comrades lio in prison
and there is uo guaranles that the real freedom will
come to us ?* Hosuld: “Despite the golden har-
vest and heavy dividends, mud huts, hovels and the
Nakeuesa of the people teslify to the glory of the
British Empire in India.”

Congress, he added, must dewmand for Inbour
better life and opportunities to control {ndusiry on
a co-operative basis, Strongly supporting the boy-
cott of Councils, Nebru declared tho relense of
energy was necessury for a goperul strike, unon-
payment of taxes, a boycott of DBrilish poods and
foreign clotbh,

After a debate laeting 10 hours, the Congress Sab-
jects Committee passed Gandhi's independence re-
solation, but Chandra Bose's amendment proposing
a complete severance of the British connection was
defeated by 131 votes to 39,

The Subjecld Committee which prepared reroln-
tions for pubmirgion to the plenary mesting of the
Indian Natiohal Congters, by 117 votes to 69 adopted
the Working Committee’s resclution condemuing
the bomb outrage and congratulating Lord Irwin on -
his ésanpe,

The oppoeition deciared the resolution inconsislent
with independenes,

Mr, Gandhi, defendlng the resolution, deelared
that the re-ailirmution of thy areed of non-violenve
was desirable when declaring independosics was
their goal,

Moving a reeolution for the boycott of Teginlative
Councils and loral bodies, and declaring indepen.
dence #8 the national goal, Mr. Gandhi cxpressed
the apinion that the gnuiitry was not ready for oivil
divobedivnce, but muet do consilerable work for -
the nplift of the uutonchables, the propagation of
khaddar (homespan) and tire promotion of Hindu-
Moslem anicy.

Conplete Boverance from the British connection
and the establishruent of a parallel Government, wase
one of the Proposals at tha lively meeling of the
Congress Committee, but Pandit Malaviva pleaded
for the participatioh of the Congress Party at the
London Conference,

Mr. Gandhbi, addressing the Congress Snhjects
Commitlee, sald Lord Irwin, at & conference with
five Indian louders, made it clear that he coald not
ateept the Nohru report on Dowiunion status before
Dec. 31. This lutt ho alterbative but to declare ia-



January 3rd, 1930

INDIAN OPINION 3

dependince. Replying to those holding that his
reeoluntion regarding independence left the door open,
Mr, Gandhi gave the commitiee the assurance that
he would not hereafter accept a round-table con-
ference to diecurs Domninion status, bat, however
the ficht might be continned, its end, if achieved,
must be a peace conference, and the door for Lhat
was always open,

He expreesed the opinion that the conntry had
awakened and gained iminense strength through the
creed of non-violonce. Referring to Mr. Chandra
Bose’s amendment, Mr. Gandhi said Legislative
Conncils, local bodies, Law Courts and schools
ought to be boyootted, but he was not advising all
this at pregent, nor the establisbhment of a parallel
government, a8 he wished to proceed step by step.

Mr. Gandhi Takes The
Wrong Turning

Ia a leading article ander the above heading dated
Dec. 27 the Rand Daiy Mail writes :— -

Since the conference between Lord Irwin and the
Indiau Ceniral Commitiee has brokan down, it
seems certain that the New Year will see the open-
ing of a Nationalist campaign of “mnss clvil dia-
obedience.” The prospect can hardly be agreeable
except to Commuanist agents, who see in the situation
Jpportanity to strike a blow at Great Britain, and
to those Indian politicians who desire to advance
their personal fortunes ruther than those of their
nation. “‘Muse civil disobedience™ cannot, in pructice,
be confined to peacefnl methods. Mr. Gundbi, in
lending the project the weight of his great infleance,
i8 leiting loove forces which be will not be able to
control, and, in spite of his own good intentions,
makiny himeelf and India instriumente in the hands
of people who desire nothing but war and revolation.

The Central Commiites appears to have been u
littde ancertain of ita own desires dnring the recent
gegotiations. According to ons ropert. Mr. Gaudhi
adopted a definitely ‘“‘extremist” standpoint, de-
munding the immediats grant of Dominion statns,
though the Commitiee’s report asks only for “‘an
explicit declaration” that foll Dominion stalus is the
goal at which the British Government is aiming.
Bat evervone, from Mr. Gandhi himwself i the
most reactionary Conservative in England, reulises
thut it 8 eimply impossiile for Great Britain 1o
grent Dominion status to India in the near fatore:
to make such a demand was therefore to engsure the
failure of the Conferenca.

Even among the more moderats requests of the
whole Committee there are some no British Govern-
mont could possibly grant, notably thwt which
would {nvolve the doubling of the present eiectnrate
and the enfranchisement of the whole popnlation
by 1461. To agree to this would bs to place the
people of fudia ut the mercy of unscrupuions de-
magogues; to counlensnce racial perseontion of the
worst type; to parody democracy. Any Calinet
which should so seek to evade its respounsibilities
to civilistion would qwickly and very properly be
bernad ont of office by Parlisment. The Indian
groblem has no simple solution. It is possible that
some salisfactory schome might bo worked ouat by
modemwte people on heth sides, if these were allowed
0 have their way. Quiet thinking could snoceed
where pasdionate extremism must necesgarily fail.
Tnfortunately, political India seems to have no ear
for anycne bat the extremists to-day.

A Misleading Article
Replying o the above article by the Rand ,
Aail, Mr. P. K. Demi writes :—— v e By
Sir.—In your issne of the 27th Doc. there appears

8 leatting article under the heading “Mr, Gandhi
Takes the Wroog Turaing” which s mlaleadlngnan(i

shows lack of knowledge of the political gituation in
India.

May I request you, therefore, to allow me to correct
the vory first sentence in your leading arlicle? Youm
start thue: “Since the conference betweesn Lonl Irwin
and the Indian Central Committee has broken Jdown,
it seems certain that the New Year will soe the
opening of a Nationalist campaign of mass civil dis-
“obedience.” )

No conference was ever held between the Viceroy
and the Indian.Central Cominittes. The Conirrence
that has broken down was between the Viceroy
andl the Indian leaders Messre. Gandhi, Motilal
Nehru, Sir Tej Sapru, Jinnah and V. J. Patel.

The Indian Central Committee, whose report is
now published, i8 a Commitles appointed by the
Viceroy to make inquiry and report on the future
constitution of Indis, side by side with the Simon
Comumission.

When the responsible pnblic opinien nf India
saccessiully boycotted the Simon Commission the
British Government devised meuns to get eome sort
of co-operation from the Indians. When Sir John
went to India next time he announced that the
Legislative Assembly should elect a central com-
mittee. This committee shonld also make inquiry
and report {o the Government of India on the
future consiitntion of India. The Legislative
Assembly by majority refused to eloct the com-
mittee, hence the Viceroy appuinted & committee of
his own chnioco with Sir Shanker Nair as chairmar.
The ladian Ceatral Commitlee rccently went to
Euagland with the Simon Commission and returned
to India last month. 'The report of this Indian
Central Committee is now published the summary
of which is pubhshed in one of your issnes,

The Nationalist India has no concern with the
report of this commities nor will she have any
concern with the report of the Simon Commission
which will be published in the begining of the
New Year,

You write: “Mass civil disobedience canmnt in
practice be conflined to peacoful methonds.” Oaly
during the currenut year in Bardoli, 3 no-lax cam-
paign was offered by the pearwits and it was a
compleie snocess on the part of the pessanis. The
machinary of the Bowbay Government was brought
to z complite standstill by absolutely peacefod
methods. What was possible in Bardoli a few
months ago can surely be possible in the whole of
India if the brute foree of the Governmsut leaves
the people alone and gives no reason for provocation,
India tn-day is experimenting through her gneat
leader Mahatma Gandhi a doctrine hitherte un-
knowa to the world and, if it becomes pucceasfal, ia
of tremenduns importunce to the war-stricken world.

You, Sir, seein to autribnte motives to Indian
politiciang, in that they desire to advance their per-
8 wnal fortunes rather thau those of their nation.
You are Joing a great injostice to sell-sacrificing
Indian politicans.

Does Mr. Gandhi desire any personal fortune?
The very name of his life is smacrifiee. Does the
Right Hon. Sastri desire any pursonal fortune? He
is the guiding star in the mattr of gold-suerifico in
the service of his Motherlwnd. Pandit Motilal Nehrn,
once an ugerowned King of U, P, aud a brilliang
Barrister, has renounced and sacriBeed everything
in life for the love and freedom of liis dear coantry.
And his son Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who is a
young man and a barrister and presiling to-day
over the deliberations of the Iaodisan National -Con-
gress in Lobore, has fired the imagination of
thousands of youths of India and set an excellent
example of pelf-sacrifice before the youths of ihe
country.

Sir, 1 can go on quoting sach wonderfal
personalitied of India the like of which a-e harlly to
be found anywhere in the world., You declare



A | INDIAN OPINION

" January 3rd, 1930

that it is simply impossible for Great Britain to grant
PDominion status to India in the pear future, It is
no news to any Indians that Great Britain will not
willingly grant Dominion status to India, Bhe did
not grant Home Rale to Ireland willingly. Ireland
compelled England to give Home Rule. Egypt won
her independence by hard straggle. India will in the
gimilar manner compel England to grant hor free-
dom by snffering and seclf-sacrificing. India will
bring about a revolation by non-violent non-co-
operation.

Indian Central Committee
Publishes Its Report

A Reutor's message from London states:—

The Indian Cential Committee has issued a report
laying down “Indiz’s minimom demandse” as follows:

First an explicit declaration that full Dominion
gtatus for India is the goal at which the British
Government is aiming.

Secondly, an immediate and subsetantial step to
that end by conferring on the provinces a liberal
measure of autonomy and makiog the Government
af India responsible to the Logislatnre,

Finany that the Governmont of India Act shall
be amended 80 88 to snable Dominion status to be
achieved without further luyairies by statutory
Commissions, ete.

The committee expresses the opinion that “‘this
may be the last opportanity for the British Govern-
ment to acquire the support of all the saner anid
more responsible elements of Indian opinion,” and
hopes that in combination with the ideas of the
Statutory Commission the Indiun Central Committee
may have found a solution to grave and very
intricate problems.

Provincial Autonomy

The committes goes into some detail in regard to
its recommendations that antonomy should be con-
ferred upon the provinces. It advires the allocation
of the respective functionsto governorsand governors-
general. It requmires that the present electorate
ghall be doubled immediately and that the whole
adult popnlation shall be compnlsorily enfranchised
by 1961. It recommends the abolition of com-
munal electorates except in the cases of Europeans,
Auvglo-Indians and the depressed classes,

The comimittee alluden to the wide-spread belief
that the British Army will be maintained as =
weapon to keep India in subjection and therefore
recommends “‘a8 an experiment” that the provincial
Governments be granted the right to rnise 8 local
army to maintain internal security.

Central Government

Regarding the ceatral Goverament, the com-
mittee proposes that all snbjects, except the defonce
of India and foreign relations, should be transferred
to the control of Ministers respousible to tho Legis-
latore. It furtber recommends that without the
Governor-General's sanalion tbe Legislature be
incompetont to deal with public debt, public
revenues, religions afMairs, British defenca forces
and foreign relations.

It recommends that the India Office transfer to
the Government of Indis powera to raise loans and
recruit services, The committee says that the Sec-
retary of State should be assisted by two Indian
under-secretaries, at least one of whom shonld sit
in Parliament, and finally urges that a military
college and supreme court should be established
in India,

Constitution Of Greater Durban

Recommendation Of Borough Boundaries
Commission

Council And Health Boards Urged
To Reach Agreement

Proposed Arca Of Incorporation Qutlined

That the congtitution nf a Greater Durban is the
only solation of the problem of the Borongh’s res-
tricted houndaries and the conditions in the peri-
Darban area ia the unanimous conclurion arrived at
by the Durban Horongh Boundaries Commission.

The members of tho Commission were Mr. J. H.
Hofmeyr, M.L.A., Mr. 8, Bart Androwe, Mr. M. G.
Nicholson (Town Clerk of Pretoria), Mr. T. M,
Wadley, M.P.C.,and Dr. F. C. Wilmot (Assistant
Medical Officer of Health, Cape).

The Commission hea lest no time in submitting
itg preliminary report. It reached Durban on Deo,
9, and after an inspection of the peri-Durban arca
began its public sittinge on the following day. The
publie sittings were completed on Dec, 18, and on
Friday Mr. C. A. B. Peck, the clerk to the Com-
mission, communicated to the Town Council and the
Health Boards its preliminoary report.

Tho Commisrion poinis out that the initiative was
{aken by the Town Council, which on Aog. & com-
municated the following resolulion to the Provinaial
Secretary :—

That this Counell, baving considered the
question of the extension of the Borongh houn.
daries by the incorporation of areas surronnding
the Borough which are at present under thoe
juriediction of Health Boarde, and baving come
to the conclasion thet the time has now arrived,
from tho point of view of prineiples tending to
economy und efliciency in loeal administration,
for steps to be taken in this direction, desives to
urge upon his Honour the Adminiatrator-in.
Execulive-Committee to appoint a Provincial
Commictee to consider and report upon the
conditions under which such extensions shall
be eFected: and suggests that snch Provineial
Committece shall consist of a chairman to be
nowminated by the Adninistrator-in-Executive-
Commitltee, two members to be nominated by
the Town Couneil of Durban, and two membors
to be nominated by the Health Boards com-
hined.

The Provincial Executive intimated that it was in
full accord with the Conncil’'s view that the time
bad arrived for the consideration of the question of
extension of the Borongh boundsries, but suggested
that the inquiry should be an independont one, and
on Nov. 21 the Commission was appointed.

Request For Postponement

Before the Commission met in public session, Mr.
H, G. Mackourtan, X.C,, on behall of the Council,
appeared to ssk for a postponement of the Com-
mission’s sitting on the ground thal the Council waa
not ahle to submit a detailed scheme (the statement
praceeda).  After consideration of thie request and a
discussion with Mr. Mackeurtan the Commirsion
deolded to hear evidence from the Council in the
firat instance merely on the question of general
prineiple ss set forth in the Couneil’s letter of Ang.
8, and to give the Council an opporinnity of snb-
mitting dotailed proposals later. To this proposal
the Conncil’s representalive agreed,

In coming to thie decision the Commission realised
that the consideration of the general question of
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principle involved could not bo entirely divorced
from the consideration of detailed proposals, and
that on that gronnd 1he postponement of the whols
inquiry might be deemed to be advisable. In view,
however, of the fact that the matter, as it appeared
from the Conneil’s letter, bad already heen under
diccussion for a considerable period, and had, so it
wmight be inferred, reached a state of urgency, the
Commission was averse from postponing at this
stage an inquiry at least into the general principle
involved, and stated that soch an ingniry was de-
girabie if only to bring the matter to a head.

Qn the basis set out above evidence was tendered
on behbalf of the Council by the Mayor and other
Councillora. Officials of the Council have aleo sup-
plied the Commission with various docaments and
other opinions bearing on the proposed incorpnra-
tion, and there hus also been placed before it a
memorandum which contained a brief statement of
*“guggested terms of incorporation” of a very general
character. and which the Commission was informed
in evidence bad been approved by the Coancil-in-
Committee, bat not by the frll Council. The Com-
mission bas also heard snch other evidence as has
been offered, including evidence from health boards,
on behalf of several of which it wus slated that in
the absence of detailed proposals by the Coancil it
bad not been possible to give fall consideration to
the matter, Forther it has carried ount several in-
spections in loco, -

The Commission hagin its inquiry been hampered,
as it was anticipated it would be, by the fact that
detailed propoesls bad not been submitted to it by
the hody which had pressed for the inquiry, and
more especially by its ipability to ascertain with
reasonable accaracy the financial results of giving
effect to the principle of incorporation,

Having taken all the evidence at present available,
the Commiesion bas deemed it nncessary to adjonrn
ita proceedings in order to give the Council an
opportunily to prepare and sabmit its econcrete pro-
posals, and so to meet the desire expreased on the
Council’s behalf by Mr. Mackeartan. At the same
time the health boards would be given the oppor-
tunity for the farther consideration desired by them.
Moreover, since the Commission has been asked to
report not merely on the general question of the
desirability or otherwise of incorporatinn bat also
on the conditions of such incorporation, it considers
that before it proceods to the preparation of its re-
port an atteropt shounld be made Lo secure some
measure of alvancement in the working out of a
detailed scheme.

The Commission feels that it should record that,
subject to the limitations implied by the facts siated
in the preceding paragraphs, it hus come to the con-
clasion that it shonld endorse the view of the
Council that the time has arrived when the incor-
poration within the Borough of areas adjacent to it
shonld actively be proceeded with, It is for obvioaa
reasons imposeible to atate in this letter all the con-
siderations which have led the Commission to such
& conclusiop,

Important Facts

It will be sufficient at this stage to state that the
Commission bas been greatly impressed by two gets
of iacte, namely :—

1. Facts which lead irresistibly to the con-
ception of the Durban an 1 peri-Darban area as

a unit for purposes of public health, the unjfied
administration of which {8 demanded by con-
siderstions of the health and welfare of the in-
habitants of the whole ares, The Commission
_ip satisfied that conditions prevail in certain

. . partn of the area to.day which constitaty a
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menace to the areas as a whole, that -no portion
of the area, even if the conditione therein are
relatively good, ean disclaim interest in the
conditions prevailing elsewhere in the area, and
that tho resultant problems can only be dealt
with effectively by a body with considerable
anthority and adeguate resources.

2. Facts which lead similarly to the conception
of the Dnrban and peri-Durban area as an eco-
nomie nnit, the interest of which can best be
advanced alopg the lines of a unified policy of
development (including town planning). That
voit, it is true, consista to-day of an inner
Durban and an outer Durban, but the inner
Durban is cribbed and cabined within a con-
stricted area, which it is clear to the Qommission
is such as to make it impossible to cope with
the steady increase in its population and its
growth as an industrial and shippiog centre,
while the outer Darban is an overwhelming ex-
tent inbabited by those who directly or in-
directly dcrive their subeistence from employ-
ment within the Borongh itself. All the tests
of community of interest ordinarily applied in
gnestions affecting the extension of houndaries,
of expanding urban communities conclusively
demonstrate the correctness of the conception
of this area as an economie unit from which no
one section could rightly regerd itself as isolated
or detached.

The Coromission has considered whether the con-
ceptions to - which these facts point would find
snifable expression in anything alternative to the
constitotion of a single authority for the whole area.

Alternative Suggestions Rejected

Varjous snggestions have been put before it, of
which perhaps the most attractive has been that of
a single local anthonity for the peri-Darban area to
take the place of the existing health boards. The
Commission would, however, find it difficult to
recommend the adoption of any cf these suggestions.
In the case of that which has been specified above,
it feels that sach a body would be amorphous and
ill-balanced and that it could not be expected to
function satisfactorily.

There would be no adequate community of in-
terest as a basia of its operations.

It ig true that snch community of interest exists in
the Darban and peri-Darban area taken ag a whole,
bat if Darban be omitted then in the area which re-
maing the only thing which all the constitunents
would have in common would be the community of
interest which each saverally has with Darban and
this would not provide the necessary cohesive force.

The Commission has therefore satisfied itself,
snbject to the limitations already stated, that on
grounds of principle the solution of the pro-
blems which have been allowed to grow up can
best be found in the constitation of a Greater
Durban. It believes further that if this soln.
tion is to be applied there should be 3 minimum
of delay. While it recognises that some good
work has been done in the health board areas
during the brief period of the existence of the
boards, with the prospect of further improve-
ment to come, it considers that if the problems
are viewed as a whole their difficnlty will be in-
creased rather than diminished as a result of
:.iny possible shirking of the issue at the present

me.

Limits Of Greater Durban

‘With reference to the limits of the area which the
Commission regards as at thee a pablio health and
an economio unit, it is of upinion that {t élonld em=
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brace, in addition to the DBorongh of Durban, the
present Healtlh Board Areas of Sonth Coast Junction
(up to Umlaas River), Umbhlatazana, Muivorn, May-
ville, Sydenbam and Greenwood Park, The Com-
minsion accepts the view both by representativen of
the Council and of the Pinetown Health Board, that
Pinetown shonld not ba regarded as forming part of
that area gines it i predominantly raral in character.

On the other hand, the Commission dors not
consider that it wonld be desirable, or, indaeed, from
the health point of view safe, to omit Greenwood
Park, which is a8 much part of the nnit raferred to
ad {8 any one of tho Health Board Areas mentioned.

On the question of the incluglon of the furms
marked for incorporation on the plan snbmitted to
the Commission, i.e., Wittaklip, Chataworth, Zeckoe
Vallsi, Bnffelshoach, the Commission has not yet
been ablo to come to a decision,

The preceding paragraphr atate the pravirional
conclurion of the Commimsion, arrived at in tho
manneor atated, on the queatinn of principle. Before
coming to a fnal decision the Commission wishes to
review its conclngion in thn Hglit of more emeretn
proposals, earrying the definite endorsement of the
Couneil, than those hitherto sabmitted. At the
game time the Commission belisves that the principla
can be given effect to on tho basis of agreement he-
twoen the Comneil and the Haalth Boards which re-
present the area eoncorned,

In thia eonnection the Commissinn has taken con-
siderable evidence from the Health Boarda and from
individnal residents of the area, and althoongh there
has been evidenced much hesitation and some hos-
tility to the idea of incorparation with Darban, the
Commission has eatisfied iteelf that there is very
littla opposition on gr minds of principle, and that in
general tha Health Boarda are not nverse from 2 fuil
and fair discussion on its merits of any concrete
proposal for incorporation which the Connecil may
gubmit. That the pnrely financinl asrpect wonld
loom large in the minds of peri-Durban rosidents,
eapecinlly those whn arn already snpplied with cer-
tain Corporation serviees and who therefore do not
find in the prosent lack of anch serviees an indnce-
ment to Ineorporition, is natwrat enongh. bat the
Commiesion i sa'isfiad that thoy, nao less than
Durban ilaelf, wounld not [ail to give their dos
weight to the wider considerations adambrated in
{his letter.

Proposed Scheme

For thess vessons the Commission desires the
Counall at this stige to give sneh further considers-
tion to the details of it proposals a8 may b3 couasis-
tent with the avoi fanes of undue delayg, and to frams
a scheme in relation to the area roferred to above
wherein the following pointa in particnlar ahall be
dealt with :— )

1. The representation of tha areas proposad
to be incorporated and any question which may
arige ad to th basis of franchisn, indiciting how
it j@ proposed that thase arras shonld bs adjasted
to the presen’ ward system of tha Barongh;

2. 'The Cmncil's propogila in regard o the
rating of apeh aveas, and in that conneetion both
the eflact of incorporition on the charges pre-
gently impossd for a-rvices rendered to out-of-
Borough reiidenis and the gquesation of the
gradunation of vater 8o 28 to keep paca with the
vxtension of srrvices to thnee areas;

3. ‘The capilal amoont which the Council
will undertake to spend on the development of
gnch areas over a perind or pyrioda 10 ba speci-
fied and a statemant in general terme as to the
gervices on which mch expenditnre would be
inonrred. In thin cmmneation the Comimission
recognises that in ths ubsence of a comprelon-
aive goueral aurvey of thw aren, & anrvey which
the Commission has bren advisml by the Bor-
ough Engineer would take 18 months to com-

plote, such a statement cannot go into very
great dotail and mnst be regarded as being busd

- on preliminary catimates only.

The Commission considera, howsvor, that it
shonld be possible within a short poriod to pre-
pare a gtateinont which wonld make clear to
inhabitants of the Health Boarl areas the
general nature of the developmoents which may
be expected to tako place in the event of in-
corporation in reapect of

(a) (1) Health services, including snitation

and sewerage,

(2) Prevention and control of infections
disease, inelnding malaria,

(1) Honaing. more especinlly in regard to
non-Enropeans,

(b) Roads anA atreets,

{c) Water supply and lighting,

(d) Transportation,

{e) Are protection,

(fY Other puliic improvements.

The Conneil ghould alan atate the policy which it
propnsaa to paraus in repard to the administration
of sarvicen at predont dealt with by Heulth Boarnls
in eases where no capityl expainditnre is proposed to
be incurred,

4. The Council'a viewa on the general ques-
tion of the conlrol of town planning in the
graater Durban area.

5. The Conncil’n proposals in the event of

incorporation in rogard to

{a) the policing of Greator Durhan.

(b) The extonsion of municipal telephone
gervices,

{c) The relation which the Council considers
should subeiat betwesn the Provincial
Administration and {taslIf in rogart to the
roads in the nren for which the Adminis-
tration is at present responsible; ‘

6. The financial effect of Lha adoption of the
proposals under 1 to 5 aa far as the Council is
concerned.

Discussion With Health Boards

In the event of the Conneil deciding to comply
with the Cummiesion’s reqnest, in the recognition
that snch complinnce wonld materinlly farther thu
ideal which the Council has mot itpelf, the Com-
mission considers it desirable that the proposals
wnder kL to 5 (above) shonld bs ecommunicated o
the varioug Health Boamds for their consideration,
and be discussed with the Bonrds with the ob)ect of
arriving at an agresmeont,

The Commission looks with confidence to the
Couneil to do all o its prwer to secure a sattlement
of this important problemn by agreement. Tf such
an agreemont ig arrived at the Commission wonld,
of conrse, wisl to be advised as to it terms,

Alternatively, there ahonld be anbmitted to the
Commiesion both the Couneil’a propoeals and the
viaws of the Hanlth Boards thereon,

For veasons alrendly statad, the Coinmission is of
the: opinion that it is epasntial that this maiter
shonld be exprliled; it will bs glad, therafors, to
receive by March 10 either a atatenyont of the terms
on which agreetnent has been reached or a stutement
of tha Canncil's proposals and of the views of the
Boarde thereon, - ) : '

17 it shonld prove to be necessury, the Comminsion
will therenfier innke arrangeinents for the tuking of
foarther evidlenoce, -

The Coinmissinn oxpresses the hope that the
Council wil communicate the statement to the
Presn. . )

Commission’s Letter To Health Boards

The Cownission had algo sent a copy of ita state-
ment to the Loocal Admigisteation agd Health
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Boards, hecange “it ia most anxions that the Boards
ghonld bo advisd a8 ta the poition it boa reached
in its ingniry.” .

In a letter to the variona Boards it is alatod :

“The Commission invites the carefnl altention of
your Board to the provisinnal conclusion to whieh
it has come on the question of prlnciy_ﬂe involeed in
the inguiry,and to the request which it has Q(ltlrga.qm‘
to the Rorongh Conncil for the preparation of 3
more detailed schema than has hitherto bren sub-
mitted. Your Hoard will observe that the Cam-
minsion has asked the Council to ¢ mmunicate its
proporals to the variona Boards and o discnes these
proporals with them with the object of arriving at
ap agreement, L

“In the event of that request belng comptied with
the Commission looks with confidence to your
Board to do all in ita power to secore 3 Aettlement
hy agreement of this important problem ip the
{nterest at once of the inhabitants of yonr area and
of the Grenter Durban of which it {orme an ntegrai

art. ’ h
P “Qhonld an agreement not be arrived at, the
Commission wonld be glad to be advised as to the
mnendments which your Board would consider
n+ ccesary in the propogals of the Durban Corpors-
tion."— Nalal Meycury, '

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth
[BY M. K. Gaxpm)
Part V. Chapter XLI1L

AT NAGPUR

The resolutione adopled at the Calcutta special
gemion of tho Congress were to be confirmed at it
annual sepriong at Nagpur. Here agein, a8 &t Cal-
entia, thern was a great rash of visitors and delegaten.
Phe number of delemted in the Congress had pol
béen limited yet. As a reanit, 8o far na [ ecan
romomber, the fignré on this oceasion reachbd ‘about
fourtcen thomgardl, ELataji pressed for a slight
amendmoent to tha olanse abont the boycolt of
achonla, which 1 accepted. Similarly, some amend-
mnents were mada st the instance of the Deshabhandn
after which the non-co-operation resclution was
passed unanimonaly. ,

The resolution regarding the revislon of the
Congress constitution ton was to be taken np at this
pession of the Congress. The Sub-Committee’s draft
win presenled nt the Calentta special semsiom. he
wmatter had therefore bren thoronghly ventilated
and thrashed ont, At the Nagpuor seasion where it
came np for final disposal, 8jt. 0, Vijayaragavacharias
wan the President, The Brbjects Comamitlee passed
the draft with only one important changé, In my
draft, the number of delegates had beed fixed, I
think, at 1,500: the Suhjecls Commiitee snbatitated
in ite place the figure 6000. In my opinion, this
increase was the vesnlt of hasty judgment, and
expetience of pll thes2 years has only confirmed
mo in my view, 1 hold it to be an ulter defusion
to brlicve that a large number of delegates is, in
uny way, n help to tha hetter conilnof of $he basiness
or that it aafegnards tha prineiple of demooracy.
Fiftern hundred delegaten, jealoun of the intarepis
ui tha peoplo, brod-minded and tathial, wonld
gny day be-a beljer safeguand for democrcy thap
six thousand irr«aponsible men chosen anyhow. Tp
tafegnard Jemocrocy, the people musl have p keen
gense of indep ndepoe, self-respect and their one-
ness, and shopll inrist vpon chonsing as their

represenialives only snch persons a8 aré goad sl
troe. Hot obsesaud with the iden of nuqﬂqu es the

:i My .aniformy exnprigpee has gpnviﬁc;i' me

Subjects Committes was, it wonld have liked to g0
even beyond the fixure of aitx thoueand. " The- Hmit
of six thousand was therefors in' the nature of a
eompromise. o T
The gnestion of the goal of the Copgrees formed
a subject for a keen discussion, ' In the comstitution
that I had presanted, the goal of ‘the Congross was
the attalnment of Swaraj within the British Empire
it possible, and without, If negessary.: A party in
the Congress wanted to limit the goal to' Hwara]
within the British Empire only. & view-point
was pat forth by Pandit Malaylyajland Myr. Jinnah.
But they were not able to get’ many votes. Agaig,
the draft constitution provided that the' mearia for
the attainment were to be peacefn} and legitimate.
This condition toa came in Tor opposition, ft being
eontended that there shonld be no restriction wupon
the masns tn be adopied.  But the Cangress adogiled
the original draft after an instrpetive and franl
digonssion. I am of opinion that if 1hia constitntion
had been wovked omt hy the peaple honestly. ip-
telligenily and rzeaomsly, it womd have -bhecoms' &
patent instrament of mass sducation, and the vary-
proceas of working it out wonld have hrought us
Swaraj, But 8 disoussion of the iheme wenld b
irrelevant here. : RN -
Rerolutions abont Hindn-Muslim Bnity, tha re-
moval %f uptonchability and Khagi tao -were pasged
at this Congr. ss, and inca thep, the Hindn memberg
of the Congresa have taken npop themselves the
responsibility of ridding Hindpigm of the curse of
unlonchability, and the Cougresa hag establishodt &
living bond of telationship with the ‘skeletans’ of
India throngh Khadi. The adoplion of nan-con
operation for the sake of the Khilafat wag iteel{ a
great practienl nitempt made by the Congress to hring
abont Hindu-Muslim unity.
: ‘ FARBWELL
But the time has now come to bring these chap-
ters to a close, o R
" My life from this point onward has heen so pgblic
that there {8 hardly' anything about it that the
people do nat know. Moreover, since 1931, T have
worked in such close amsociation with the Clongroea
leadors that ] can hardly deséribe any  episode in
my ife since then withant referring to my relationa
with them. 'For thongh Shraddhanandji, {ha Desha-
bandhn, Hakim Siheb and Lalajl aré 1o more with
us to 'day, 'we haye the good lack to hdye a host o
other veteran' Congress leadera’ ptill lviag an,cf
working in our midst. ‘The blstery of the Cangress
sinoe the great changes in it that I have desoribed
above is still being mnde. Add’ my 'ﬁé‘pﬂi
experiments during the ‘past seven years have all
been made threngh the Congress, A rtefergnca to
my relations with the lraders wapld therefore be
unavotdaln, if T set abéut th drecribe my expert-
mente further. And thié I may not do, at any rate
for the present, if only from a'senss of prapriety.
Lastlg, my onnolusjong from my onrrent experi.
ments eap bardly pr yot he regarded as decisjva,
It, therefora, paems in me 0 be my plafn duly to
close tbis narrative here. 1In fact, my pen instinet-
ivelly refupen “l‘u proceed further, e =
t ig ot witheyt 3 -wrengh thpt § hpve tp take
leave of - the 'reyder. 1 se} a high val;g ':n my
experiments. I do not know whether I have been
abln to do g’ln,aticg ta them. ] cap gnly eoy that I
have spared noe pains to give a ,;nithful narrative,
'To 1leacribe trath, as it Las appeared to me and in
the exact manner in whish § hawg arrived at it,
h:as bevn my ceaselesa effort. The exercise has
g;e? nllle l:;nefﬁ;{:értimmﬂ penca hacguea it has been
'on ope that it mi i i y
and ahimsa fn ﬁ;;,,é;.&“?“m_ brms £.ml=h in unth

"t'.hat'
- there-is-no other God.than-Trath, And if every
page n? these chap-era does not prociaimg tb'}he
roadgy ' ¢hat the _aallxr means fot’ tPg rualisation’ of

[ R
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Truth is akimsa, 1 ghall deem all my pains in my
writing these chapters to have been in vain. And
oven though my efforts in this behalf might prove
fruitlesa, let the readers know that the vehicle, not
the great principal, is at fault. After all, however
gincere my strivinge after @4imss might have been,
they have still been imperfect and inadequate. - The
little fleeting glimpses therefore that have been able
to have of truth can hardly convey an idea of the
indescribable lustre of Truth, 2 million times more
intense than that of the sun we daily see with omr
eyes. In fact, what I have caught is only the
faintest gleam of that mighty eflulgence. But this
much I can say with assurance as a resuit of all my
experimenta that a perfect vision of Truth can only
follow a complete realisation of ahimsa,

To see the universal and all-pervading Spirit of
Truth face to face, one must be able to love the
meanest of creations as oneself. And a man who
aspires after that cannot afford to keep ont of any
field of life. That is why my devotion to truth has
drawn me into the field of politics; and I can say
withoat the alightest hesitation, sand yet in all
humility, that those who say that religion has no-
thing to do with politicsa do not know what
religion means, .

Tdentification with everything that lives is
impossible without self-purification; without self-
purification, the observance of the law of dhimsa
must remain an empty dream; God can never be
realised by one who i8 not pure of heart. Self-
purification, therefore, must mean purification in all
the walka of life. And purification being highly
infectious, purification o! oneself necegsarily leads
'to the purification of one’s surronndings.

But the path of gelf-purification ia bard and steep,
To attain to perfect purity, one has to become
-abgélately passion-free in thought, speech and
action, to rise above the opposing currents of love
and hatred, attachment and repulsion. I know that
I have pot.in me a8, yet that triple purity in spite
of constant ceasecless striving for it. That is why
the world’s praise fails to move me, indeed it very
often stings me. To conquer the subtle passion
gseems to me to be harder far than the physical
conquest of the world by the foree of arms. Ever
gince my return to India, I have had experience of
the dormant passions lying hidden with me.
The knowledge of them has made me feel humiliated
but not defeated. The experiences and experiments
bave sustained me and given me great joy. But I
know that I have still before me a difficnlt path to
traverse. I must reduce myself to zero. So long
a3 one does not, of his own free will, put himself
last among his fellow creatures, there is no salvation
for him. A#&imsa ig the farthest limit of humility.

.In bidding farewell to the reader, for the time
being at any rate, I -ask him to join with me in
prayer to the God of Truth that He may grant me
the boon of ahimsa in mind, word and deed

BOOKS FOR SALE

Satyagraha in South Africa

- By, M. K. Gandhi
Price o Shillings.

Pdnted and Hblhhed by Madllal M, (?u;d-hl st Phonit
N a.aua.ng. -Pricle Banl,

' by -g';;.'.-fz
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“Blood May Be Shed”

(Frox AN Esresyep CoRRESPONDENT)

Sir,—In your issue of the 13th ultimo Reuter from
Bombay cables tho summary of an address delivered
by Mr. W. Travers who presided at the annnal con-
feremce of the Enropean Associntion of India held at
Bombay.

Referring to the impending constitational changes
and the attitude of the extremist Indian leadera,
who threatened to launch & non-co-operstion cam-
paign in the New Year, Mr. Travers drew at
tention to the report that an attempt might be made
to call a general atrike, ‘Not only will labour
suffer loss in wages, he said, bat it may be that blood
will be shed and lives lost.’

Itia a fact well known to the world that India haa
decided to win her freedom throogh peacefal
methods only. The ereed of the Indian National
Congress jis of non-violence, Its members are
bound by the pledge that they are bound to remain
non-violent in thooght, word and deed even under
provocation. In the year 1921 when Mabatma
Gandhi Iaanched the great Non-co-operation move-
ment in Bardoli with its no-tax campaign violence
broke out in Chouri-Choura.

The following has been sent to us for publication :

An exeoutive meotmg of the Yonng Men’s Arya
Samaj was held in the Hindo Tamil Institate,
Durban, on Sunday the 22nd Dec. to consider the
departnre for India of Mr. Nathoo V, Morar the
hon, treasurer. Mr. Nathoo V. Morar had much
pleasare in submitting his financial report as
follows :—The total receipts from the lat Avgust
1929 to 9th Dec. 1929 were X17 7s. 7d. and the
expenditare during that period wae £9 10s. 7d. and
asnm of £5 58, was deposited with the County
Permanent Building Society on the 10th Ang. 1929
leaving a credit balance on hand of £2 12s, which’
amount Mr, Morar handed to Mr. H, Maghrajh the
hon. secretary of the Samaj and was witnessed . by
Mr. P. D. Hargovan, one of the members of the
commitieo who was then present,

Correspondence

The Editor,
INDIAN OPINION,

Sir,—With a view to settling wager we sball be
pleased if you will please unswer the following
questions ;—

1. The year, month and date of the late Mr.
Gokhale’s visit to South Africa.

2. Whether the strike led by Mahatma Gandhi in
copnection with the repeal of the £3 tax was before
or after the visit of the late Mr. Gokhale.

3. The last strike led by Mahuatma Gandhi.

Yours etc.,
G. RUGHUBAR.
8. MAHABEER,

—t
ANSWERS,

1. The late Mr. Gokhale arrived at Capetown on
the Rth November 1912 and left for India on the
99th November 1912,

2. The strike in connection with the repeal of the
£3 tax took place after the depariure of the late Mr.,
Gokhale.

3. The etrike referred to in (2) was the last strike,

Editor.
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