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NOTES AND NEWS
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N important meeting of the Executive of the
South Afrigan Indian Congress was held at
the Hinda Tamil Inpstitute, Duarban, last

weok end. Mr. A. Christopher was in the chair
supported by Messra, 8. R. Naidoo and E, M. Mall,
Joint Becretaries and Mr. M. E. Lakhi Joint Trea-
purer. There were present Messrs, S. Ruslomjee,
A. I. Kajee, P, R, Pather, J, W, Godfrey (Natal) and
S. B. Medh, Ashabhai and Dadabhai (Transvaal).

After some lengthy discnssion the Executive
decided to postpone the forthcoming Conference to
Easter. The Conference was to be held at Capetown
on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th January 1930.

Regrets were expressed at the meeting at the im-
pending departure of Sir K. V. Reddi to India on
sick leave, and the following resolation moved from
the chair was conveyed to him by the Executive :—

“That this Executive meeting of the Sonth
African Indian Congress held at Durban, records its
desp regret at the continued ill-health of Sir K. V.
Reddi, Agent to the Government of India, which
necessitates his departure to India on leave, and
sincerely hopea tbat he may apeedily recover and
return to Sounth Africa to resume his duties.

 t——

Messrs, Manilal M. Gaodbi, E. M. Ally, Swami
Bhawani Dayal, C. G, Patel, and A. M. Bhayat were
elected to represent the 8. A, Indian Congress at the
forthcoming seesion of the Indian National Congress
at Lahore. J

The Free State municipal congress held recently
at Ficksburg, unanimously decided to sepport the
Transvasl Municipa! Association in its effort to
Becure an amendment in the law relating to the
ownership of land by Asiatic companies. This
arose from a request from the Transvasl Association
which feels that any company which has Agiatic
shareholders should not be permitted to own land,
and that Asiatica should not in any way be able to
acquire control of land and property.

— ————

In the House of Commons, Mr. Ramsay Mae-
Donald, replyiog to Earl Winterton, eaid that the
contemplated statement in regard to the fature of
East Africa did not include proposals for the future
government of Northern Rhodesis. Lord Winterton
pointed out that there bad been a greater inerease in
the material development of Northern Rhodesia
than in any other territory in Africa, The East
African Commission which had visited the country
made considerable reference to the fature govern-
ment in it report. Mr. MacDonald said that the
Goverqmpnt wai dealing with the report of the
Commission appointed by its predecessorg relating
to the government of Eust Africa. The report wag
the basis of what they had to decide and pobge-
quently report to the Commons,—Reuter,

Replying to the snbjects and associations of
varions Indian States who claimed the right to be
represented at the forthcoming conference b?tweeu
His Majesty's Government and representatives of
British India and the States (as outlined in the
Viceroy's famous statement), the private secreh.ary
to the Viceroy pointed ont that, as far a8 the Indian
States are concerned, matters which it is proposed to
discugs at the conference will be confined to br(.)ad
questions of constitutional policy, concerning which
the ralers of States are the only persons who can
speak with anthority. It is aleo pointed out that
qguestions in regard to the internal government of
the States will not arige at the conference.—Reuter.

A Reuter’s message from Bombay states :—

Fhe Child Marriage Act, which comee into foree
in April next and raises the age of marriage of girls
to fourteen, has aronsed the resentment of the
Moslem community, and parents in many parts of
the country are hastening arrangements for the
marriage of their young daunghters in order te fore-
atall the Act.

THE EXTENSION OF THE
BOROUGH BOUNDARIES

HE Commission appointed by the
Natal Provincial Council to enquire

into the question of the “Extension
of the Borough Boundaries of Durban”
commences its work at the Durban Town
Hall on Tuesday the 10th instant.

We are informed that Mr. Peck who is
the Secretary to the Commission, has
written to the Natal Indian Congress in the
hope that it may represent the Indian case
at the enquiry.

Next to the enquiry into the - housing
conditions of Indians in and around Durban,
the present enquiry is undoubtedly the
most important. The enquiry vitally affects
some thousands of Indians living outside
Durban and it is, therefore, necessary that
the Indian case should be submitted to the
Commission. We have no doubt that the
Natal Indian Congress, which is co-operating
with representative Indians living outside
Durban in the preparation of the case for
the Indian, will advise the Indians to sup-
port the idea of incorporating the Districts
with Durban, The Health Boards have
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held several meetings at which resolutions
opposing the extension of the Borough
baundaries have been passed. We sce
nothing strange in these resolutions, for, if
the incorporation of the Districts were
brought about quite a number of men en-
gaged in the various Health Boards would
be thrown out of employment. The Euro-
pean residents are whole-heariedly suppost-
ing the Health Boards. This is but natural.
To them it would be a case of a surprising
increase in rates.

We are sure that the Indians will not
easily be led away by these Health Boards.
It is within our knowledge that some of the
Health Boards have been very harsh in
their weatment of ludians who, through
some misfortune, were not able to pay their
rates. To quole one ipstance, A very poor
Indian has beea squatting for some years
on certain four acres of barren lund, the in-
come from which was barely sufficient to
upkeep his family, His dwelling comprised
an old wood and iron building valued at
about ten pounds. His monthly income
was in the peighbourhood of two pounds.
He was assessed by his Health Board at
one pound which "eventually rose up to
about seven pounds, the difference repre-
senting legal costs. The Indian offered to
pay five shillings per month but the Health
Board refused the offer and procceded to
attach the building, an act which would
throw the Indian out into the streeis. This
is ope of th¢ many snmlar cas¢s that have
been brought to our notice. The numbes
of summonses that are being issued agaiust
Indians is appalling. For this reason alope,
if for nothing else, it would be wise to
support incorporation,

The extension of the Borough boundaries
will bring with it several benefits to the
Indian. At present the average Indian pays
between ten to eleven pounds yearly.  The
amount includes water, electric light and
sanitary fees, If he were taken in by the
Borough, he would be assessed according
to the value of his property. The present
anomaly whereby an Indian with a property,
valued at two hundred pounds pays the
same rates as does the European who owns
a property valued at five thousand pounds,
would be non-existant The rating unde:
the Health Boards is decidedly unjust. The
extension will no doubt hit the European
resident but the rating of his property on a
valuation basls is equitable, Many Indian

houses in the Districts are connected with
Corporation water aud clectric light.  Water
is charged to residents inside the Borowsh
at one shilling per thousand gallons whilst
to those outside Durban it is charged at six
shillings per thousand gallons. There is
the same difference in electric light charges.
We have no doubt that the Indians resi-
dent outside Durban will strongly support
the extension of the Borough boundaries.

Sir Kurma Departs .For India

Impressive Send-Off

The second Agent of the Government of India,
Sir Kurma Vonkma Reddi, sailed by tho s.5. Karagola
on Monday the 2n¢l Deceruber. The ship which in
the ordinary course would have sailed at 6 aum. was,
to guit Sir Kurma, timed to leave at 8§ am. Long
beforo the time of depariure a big crowd of leading
Indians avd others coogregated at the wharf to
accord u tittiog send-ofl 10 the Apent. The Natal
Indian Cougress arranged for the presentation of an
address to Sivr Korma balf an hour before the de-
parture of the bonk.

The continued illness hud considerably weakened
the Agent, and as he slepped ol his car a few
minutes after 7-30 a.n,, he wuas belped to the chair
provided for him in the doorway of Shed D.

Congress President’s Spcech

The President of the Natul Indian Congress, Mr.
Sorabjee Ruslomjee, delivercd the following speech
aftor which he garlunded Sir Kurion oo bebalf of the
Indian conununity of Natal :—

“Sir Karws and Gentlewen,—It is indeed re-
grettable that owing to the etate of health of Sir
Kuarma the Natal Indian Congress has been denicd
the opportunity of according to him a fitting recep-
tion carlier. We are, however, gratoful that we have
been afforded this opportnnity of expressing our
gentimenta bLefore he leaves for India on Jeave.

Gontlemen, Sir ICarma arrived here elovon months
ago and within a short pariod he wus uable, by his
amiability, 0 win mauy friends amongsl Haropoana
and Indiane, He was nok very long to grasp the
Indian guestion in South Africs, with its complexity
of iseues. His earnestness to learn. our mwany difl-
oultive wus evidenced by his constant touch with us,
You will rpewember that when our Congress
sccordoed. to him a welcome recuption at the Durbon
Town Hall on hig arrival from India, he mentioped:
to ue that bis eminent predecessor wis one of Lhe
ablest men in Indis and that it would not bo reuson-
able to oxpect him to rise to his heighls, But, said
he, it would vot be difficult tn Jay a few bricks on
the foundation so well and tenly laid by M. Sastri.
I am, no doubt, expressing the sentimenis of my
fellow-couptrymen when I say that Sir Kurma buns
been wonderful in his brickwork. He has. very.
ably continued the steuctars which his predecessor
had so well commenced. The enlogy that wa have.
heard from the lips of onr Karopean sympathisers,
of Sir Karma's work in Sonth Africa, is a testimony
to his earnest deaire to do his duty to the Indiaxn caupe
in thia conniry. The path of tho Agent of the
Government of India in South Africa is Dheset with
many obatacies, but from what we have seen of Bir
Kurmma and his work, we muy without heditation say
that in his progress over that path he bug heen. very
succesaful,



December 6th, 1929

INDIAN OPINION  _

375

We regret very innch that Sir Kurma bas been
pubjected to eontinued illnees during the Jast thres
months, Nolwithstanding the care and attention of
gsome of the best known medical men in Darban, he
has riot sofficlently recoversd. Whilst we deeply
regret his departure for India, we do sincerely hope
that his trip 10 India will completely restore him to
health and that he will soon bn with us {o resume
his dnties. I may assure Sir Karma that though he
mag be thonzands of miles away from us, the Indian
comunity of Natal and, for that matter, of South
Africo, will ever pray for his complete recovery.

We are profoundly graleful to him for all that he
has dene for us. His cheerfulness during his con-
tinued iflness and his anxiely that onr cause shall
not saffer by bis being conBned to bed have created
a lasting lmpression tipon ne.

Asa token of the high esteem in which Sir Kurma
is held snd as an apprecistion for his services on
behalf of the Natal Indian Copgress as representing
the Indian community of Natal, I have pleasure in
handiog him this stiver salver. .

I depire to mention that, though we huve been
denied the opportanity to accord Sir Kurma a8 re-
coption in the manner that {8 nsual with na, this
function io no way diminishes the warmth of
feeling that we have for him.

The Hon. Evelyn Baring, we are happy to learn,
will carry on the work of the Agent doring his
absence from this country, Mr. Baring has already
won the bearts of the Indian commuaity. His
genial disposition and his keen desire to honestly
beip the Indians bave added to his popularity. I
desire to assure him that he can always look upon
the aesistance of the Indians in the carrying out of
his duties.

1 also take this opportunily of bidding Lon voyage
.and aspeedy return to Mr. and Mrs. Manilal Gandhi.
Mr. Gandhi. as a Committee member of the Congrees
and as the Editor of INDIAN OPINION, has rendered
invaluable services 10 the Indian community of
Natal and of South Afrion. Of a quiel disposition,
Mr. Gandbi bhas, in his own way, contributed his
share in the fabric of Indian politics in this country.
We are happy indeed that he is travelling in the
same boat as does Sir Kurma. Our anxiety of the
Agent’s trip by bout is, therefore, considerably
lessened, for we know that Mr. and Mrs. Gandhi
will spare no efforts to see that Sir Kurma is well
cared for during the joarney.

I am happy o state that at an execulive meeting
of the Sooth African Indian Congress, Mr. Gandhi
bas been appointed a8 one of its accredited repre-
sentatives to attend the gession of the Indian
National Congress at Lahore. Mr. Gandhi earries
with him the best wishes of not only the Natal
Indian Congress but also those of the South African
Indian Coogress.”

l.ir. 5. Rustomjee was followed by Mr. S. R.
Noidoo who, in the absence of Advocate Albert
Christopher who was ill, garlanded the Agent on
behalf of the Sonth African Indian Congress. Then
followed further garlanding by Advocate R. K.
Khan oo behalf of the Orient Club, Mr. M. B.
Naik of the Sorat Hindu dsgociaion, and several
other organisstions,

Presentation Of Address

Mr. Rastomjee then presented the Agent with
silser salver on which was ioscribed an addreu:
The address which was read by Mr. P. R, Pather
wap ag follows:—

“To 8ir Kurma Venketa Redds, Kt., B.A, BL.,

Agent of the Government of Iudia in Sonth Africa,

Bir,—1Itis yritli feelinga of profound reprot that we,
as representing the Indisn community of Natal:

bid au revoir to you on your departure o
for Indts, n leave

During your short stay in South Africa, your
interest in our affairs has endeared you to ns.

We deeply appreciate and are grateful for the
pervices which yon have rendered unflinchingly
on our behalf.

It hes been a source of great’ pleasure to ns that
despite your continned ill-health daring the last
three months, the welfare of our community hag
alwaye been foremost in your heart.

We fervently pray that the brief holidsy fu India
will restore your health and that you will soon be
with us.

We beg to remuin, Sir,
Youars very Lruly,

SORABJEE RUSTOMJER,

President.
A. I. EAJEE, Joint Hon,
P. R, PATHER, § Secretaries.

Natal Indian Congress.”
Sir Kurma’s Reply

Sir Kurma who wag visibly weak replied in a
Iow tone and towards the end of his speech he
raised bis voice to such an extent that at the con-
clugion he was exhausted and had to be carried
up the steps of the boat to his eabin.

“You all know my state of health,” he said, *It
i3 not possible to pive adequate expression to what is
sarging in my heart it this moment. I wonld like
to say that I am profowndly gruteful to the numerons
friende, not only Hindns, not only Parsees, not ouly
Mohsmmedans, but Kuropesns u8 well, who bavae
extended their sympathy to me in my illness. It
has often occnred to me that human asympathy
knows no bounds of race or colour or nationality.
1t is buman sympathy that flows, and # is so in
Iny cage.

“There is one statement which Mr. Rustomjee
has made to which I would like to refer. Ha said
that at my welcome I said I could not be expected
to equal Mr. Sastri in the brilliance of his werk
That is perfectly true, and I still adhere to it, but
in fairness to myself I might say that I kave utilised
to the beet of my ability the foandution he laid for
me. Mr. Sastri hes explained India to Seuth
Afriea. He has bronght the two countries together.
Tn questions of policy and problems of adminis-
tration I may, if you will pardon me, lay claim to
something. I think I have done my best for the
benefit of my countrymen here.

“For the rest, I am already exhavsted. I am not
leaving yoa for good. I can only may an reveir,
not farewell. Once again I thank you all for your
kindness.” '

Mr. Rustomjee then garlanded Mr. Manilal M.
Gandhi, Editor of INDIAN OPINION who with
Mra. Gandhi are proceeding to India on holiday.
Mr. Gandbi briefly returned thanks,

Prominent amongst those who were pregent at
the wharfride were Measrs, S. Rnstomjee, A. I
Kajee, P, R, Pather, Advocates J. W, Godfrey and
R. K. Khan, Messrs, R. K. Naidoo, V. S. C. Pather,
M. S. Randeree, M. A, H. Moosa, I. A. H, Moovsa,
L. Bobat, B. M. Patel, S, J. Randeria, $. R Naidoo,
B. M. Singh and M. E. Lakhi, Mesars, S, B. Medh,
E. M. Mall, Ashabhai and Dadabhai were from
the Transvaal t6 bid adiew.

Message To Europeans

Aboard his ship Sir Karma was kind enoagh to
leave a message for his Europeap friends. “I wish
to th:mk the Earopean friends of the Indian com-
munity very much for the unfailing help and kind-
ness which I have received at their hands, I hope
I shall retarn in due conrse to Sonth Africa and be
able to continue our Lappy association.”

Mr, H. N, Vr-nr_n. Commissioner for Tmmigration
and Asiatic Affairs, wag Pregent, representing the
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Government of the Union, and Mr. H. Teagne,
Principal Immigration Officer for Durban. The
Hon. Evelyn Baring accompanied Sir Kurima as
far as Lourenco Marqaes whence be will rulurn
to Johannesburg and go on to Capetown for the
next session of Parliamoent. During his voyage he
was represented by Mr, C. 8. Rickeils, Secrelary
to the Agent-General.

Sir Kurma Reddi’s Progress

Writing to the South African ludian Congress
gecretary Mr. 8. R. Naidoo, from Lonrenco Muarques,
Mr. E. Baring, who is acting for the Indian Agent,
ptates that Sir Kurina Reddi's condition of health
is very satisfactory.

Johannesburg Licensing Case

Council Committee In The Wrong

Rand Court Judgment Upheld

In the Transvaal Provincial Diviston of the
Supreme Court, Pretoria, before Mr. Justice Tindall
(Acting Jndge- President), Mr. Justice Krause and
Mr. Justice Gey van Pittins, arguments were heard
in the appeal of the City Council of Johannesburyg
v. the Tarf Stores (Ply.,) Ltd., from the jndgment
of Mr. Justice Greenbery in the Witwatersrand [.ocal
Division.

Before the local division, the respondenis had
applied for an order- directing the City Council to
issne a certificate, in terma of the General Denlers’
Control Ordinance of 1926, permitting them to carry
on buniness a8 froiterers and grocers on 8 eerlain
ptand in Twurffontein, An order was granted in
terms of that prayer.

The Turf Stores {Pty.,) Itd., it was stated, was a
company repregented by one Sedat, and the share-
holders were Asiatics. The company secured the
stand for the purpoge of carrying on the bnsiness,
and made application to the Council for the issue of
a cortificate in terms of the Ordinance,

After the matter had come before a committee of
the Cily Council the certiticate was refusxl on the
ground that the loculity of the premises wie not one
in which it was desirable that the business con-
templated shounld be carried on by the applicants, or
at all,

In the subsequent application before Mr. Justico
Groeenberg, the company sought a mandamng direct-
ing the issue of the certificate on the wrounds thut
the refnsal was based on class wnd racial diserimina-
tion, the manager being aa Asialic, and that ite
object was to prevent commercial penetration by
Asiotics a8 a cluss,

“Duty” Not Done

The judge in the Rand Local Division came to the
conclusion that the committee had not done its duty.
He held that there wias no evidence bofore it on
which a reasonable man could came to the conclu-
sion that the business should not be. carried on in
that locality by the applicanta,

Against tbis finding the present uppeal
brought.

Mr, 8. 8. Taylor, K.C,, with him Mpr. Sechreiner,
appeared for the Jobunnesburg City Council. Mr.
RBrink, K.C., with him Mr. Rathouas, were for the
respondent company.

In giving judgmont, Mr, Justice Tindall, referring
to the evidence tenderadl before the commilles of
the Johannesburg Council, said that it wuas to the
¢llect that the presgnce of Asiatics in the loculily

was

would dapreciate the value of property. Towards
the end of the inquiry, one conncitllor asked if the
main objection to the: grant of the application was
bacause natives congregated ronnid the Asiatic stores
in the vicinity, Up to then, the witness had not
gaid & word about such heing the cuse,

The eonclusion which the Conrt had come to wag
that the judpe in the court helow wus jnstified in the
conclugion to which he had e¢ome. T'he eommittee
asemedd lo think, no matter what class of bnsiness
the Asialic esrcield on, the reanlt woald be to cause
i comgregation of natives, but, on the eovidence, no
reasonable man coulill enmo to that conclusion.
There were businesses which would not bave that
effect, The comnittea treate] the applicants as
meombers of & ¢lass, and cameo to tho conclnsion that,
becanse they were mombers of that class, any bnsi-
ness earriod on by them would have that result.
They id not inquire into the natnre of the business
proposed to be curried on, but hused thoeir inference
on the mere statement by i witness that nalives con-
grepated ontside the shops of Asiatics,

The jmlge in the court below was right in his
view, and the appeal must bo [lismipswl.

Mr, Justice Krange and My, Justice Gey van
Il’lm':i’“s detivered concurring judgmonts,— Huned Daily
Mk,

Mine Workers’ Union

Section Fears Admission Of Indians

The Star (Johannesburg) writes :—

An extraordinary position has arisen in the South
African Mino Workers' Union, i section of members
employeid on the Roso Deep and Simmer and Jack
propertiea having intimated that they arve discon-
tinning payment of their snbscriptions and with-
drawing [rom memnbership on a ground that js-
ridiculed in trade union circles gonemlly.

According to representations mide to the Kast
Rand organiser, the men are apprehensive of Indiune
being admitted to mumbership of the union as a
resnlt of the precodent established by the South
African Typographical Union, and they allege, with-
oat indiciating any gronnd whutever, that Mr, H, W,
Sampson, Minister of Posts and Telegrapbs, is in a
pogition to exercise his inllucenes in that connootion.
The represontations have been seriously advanced,
and, although the union oflicials have endoavoured
to show that they are as bascless ag they are Judi-
crous, the members demand tha. an official statement
be made on the point, and that, in fact, Mr. Sampson
bo invited to make a pronouancement as well,

Some minnths ago the nnion’s constituiion wase
revised to perwait of coloured workers (not Indiana)
in certain scheduled occupations in the mining in-
dusiry being eligible for membuersbip, but, despite
that, the eolonred cmployees adhered Lo their own
particnlar organisation. At present tho mombership
of the mincrs’ union is homogeneounsly Kuropean
and there are abundant indicatious that it will re-
main 8o,

*“Thero is not the remotest likelihood of Indianse
ever being admitted to membership,” said Mr, Day,
secretary of the union, in san interviow. *I eannot
underatandd the atlituds of thoss metubers who re-
present or gungeest that Mr. Saumpson is trying to
inflaenees na in uccepting Indiune a8 members,
There is not an atom of truth in the runours, or
representations, for he has as much to do with our
organisation as you have.”

Other prominent membors of the nnion declared
that the Siinwer and Jack and Rose Deep mon, in
attaching eredenco to idle talk, woere a laughing-
stock 1o trade unionists goenerally.

“I'he only interest that Mr. Satnpson should have
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in the Union—and it is the one we ghonld like to
gee him take verg fally,” eatd one well-known
member, “iathatasa Labour member of the Govern-
ment he might nse his inlinence to secare fairer
conditions than we have at present.”

Indian Tailor’s Appeal Dismissed

Before Mr. Juatice Krause and Mr. Justice Gey
van Pittius, in the Supreme Conrt, Pretoria, Govind
Parbhoo appealed against a conviction at Johannes-
borg for contraventions of an agreement for ‘llm be-
gpokeo tailoring indnetry under the Industrial Con-
ciliation Acq, in connection with wages an<d hours.
There were four counts in reapect of which lines
wore imposed.

The facts were admitted. The gr mnds of H.l:)pt‘itl
arged on behalf of the appellunt by Mr. Ectlinger
were based on the admissibility of certain evidence
with regard to which objections were allowed by the
msagistrate, and that the notice published whereby
the agreement wus made bLinding on all employers
and employees in the indusiry was invalid.

The Indian community contendedt that they were
not affected by any agreement arrived at between
Europeans in the indusiry.

The court held that where a litigant raised an
issue relovant io the matter under investigation be
was entitled to produce such evidence as would go
to show that his contention was right or wrong. It
wase saggestcd that the documents, the production of
which was not allowed, would go to show tbat the
Minister, in the exercise of hie discretion, had dis-
regarded cirenmstancrs which he shoulil have taken
into coneideration. Having regard to the purpose
for which the defence bad called for the prodnction
of the docamenis, they -~wers, however, cnlirely
irrolevant 1o the issue, and there conld have been no
prejudice to \he defence owir g to their non-produoc-
tion.

On the second ground of appeal it was held that
the notice complied with the terms of the gtatute, the
appellant was rightly chargel, and the appeal must
be diswmissed.—Rand Daily Mail,

Position Of Indians In
South Africa

Pandit Bhaw;;{ Dayal’s Statement

Pandit Bbawani Dayal Sanyasi. Vice-President,
Natal Indian Congress, and a member of the Abilur-
rahman Depatation of 1923, who recently arrived in
Bombay made the following statement to the press
with regard to the present sitnation in South
Africa :—

Since my laat visit to India the position of Indians
in Sonth Africa bas vastly improved. It was te-
wards the end of 1925 that [ came to Indin ae a
member of the South Africun Indian Congrees
Deputation. Those were gloomy daye.  Anattempt
was then being made to bonnd Indiwns ont of
Sonth Afriea, The anti-Asinties, heedle:s of the
. immense contribntions of Indians to the progress
of South Africs, were pushing them out of the
country. Undoubtedly the position was serious.

A Wonderful Change

Things have moved amazingly since then. A
wonrlerl‘ul. change has tiken place throughout
Sonth Africa, It wonld be inleresting to look back
upoti  that gloomy period and ascerlain the
canpell that have brought abount thia chungs..
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To my mind the cansas are three in number.
Firstly, the Iaddison Dopautation. -All honour to
the late Sir George Paddison. The work of that
depatation, visiting Sonth Africa as it did at 8
period when the atmosphere wa8 charged with
antagonism, was remarkable. Mr. Paddison, a8 he
then was, was one of those few Eunropeans who
threw themselves whole-heartedly on the side
of Indians. The object of this deputation was not
only to gnther information but to pave the way for
the [Tabibullah Depatation, And the way was well
paved indeed.

Mr. Aadrews’ Work

Secondly, I refer to the work of Mr. 0, F. Andrews
—that eaintly fizure, whose presence in South
Africa during that eritical period resulted in the
spirit of goodwill that pervaded the proceedings of
the Round Table Conference. The wonderfal in-
fluenco he wiclkled even with the avowedly anti-
Asiatic press of South Africa and his work in
bringing the clergy of South Africa to interest
themselves in the caunse of Indians will ever be
remembered with gratitude.

Mr. Sastri's Achievement

Third and the most important cangs was the ap-
pointment of the Right Honourable V. S, Srinivasa
Sastri as the (irst Agent to the Government of India
in South Africa. Mr, Sastri’s work in Sonth Africa
is still fresh in the minds of Indians there. His
personnlity, his profound learning, his oratory, all
these eontributed to his success. It is needless for
me to speak at length about it Saffice it to say
that his work wili be written in letters of gold in
the pages of Sruth African history.

Treatment Of Emigrant Indians

vYon will natarally ask me how far the Capetown
Agresmont has Leen succesaful.  The fandamental
basie of bhe Agrestnent is, of course, assisted emigra-
tion. Up to the period that ended three months ago,
the average number of Indians leaving South Africa
wnveler this scheme of assisted emigration was 3,000
per year. The number has now dwindled down
considerably. T cannot definitely assign any reason
for this but ramour is pr-reistent that assisted emi-
grants are not being looked after by the Govern-
ment of India as requnirel by the Capetown
Agrecment. I may say that I am armed with letters
of introdnction from the Agent-General in South
Africa addressed to the gentleman in charge of the
emigrants, It will be my Grst duty in India to
look into the conditions of these emigranta.

The Sastri College

As a resuit of the Indian Education Enquiry
Commisson, Indian education in Natal has made
consilerable progress. The Edneation Department
is agmpathetic towards Indians. The Sag'ti College,
which will stand 88 4 monument to Mr. Sastri’s
work in South Africa and will afford training to
Indian teachers and education to our children
an to the JOih etandard was opened on the
14th Oetbober last by His Excellency the Governor-
(General. Six teachers have to be gelected from
India for the Sastri College. In this connection I
mnst emphasire that the selection mast be made in
the best interests of education, Darban is an im-
portant edacational cantre in South Africa and it is
therefare imperativo that the best teachers available
must be chosen. Let me utter 2 note of warning
that unless the best teachera are sent the nducation
of onr children will be sadly neglected. Mr, Sastri
has Jaid the fonndation of a wonderful edifide and it
wouki full to the 1ot of these teachers to Bulld npon
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it. I do hope that Mr, Sastrl, Mr, Kichlu and Sir
Mahomed Habibulla will co-operate in this aslection.

Indian Housing In Durban

Towards the ond of Inst year the Honsing Board
st in Durban 1o engnire into the conditions of
Indian hounsing in and aronond Dnrban. The report
submitted by this Board was most favonrable anil
althongh nothing has besn done so far to improve
ihe hons'ng conditions of Indians 1 entertain the
hope that in the near fuinre effect will ho given to
thé recom nendations of the Board.

Indo-European Coungils

An important work that Mr. Sastri has done in
Sonth Africa ia the formation of Indo-Enrropean
Councils. One sugh e¢ouncil has been established
in Johannesburg snd another in Darban. The
ohject of these councils, which consist of eqnal
members of Enropeans and Indians, ia to bring both
the mections together on a common platform 8o
that they conld anderatand each other better. These
conneils are doing good work and will be a bnl-
wark to the Indian canse,

South African Indfan Congress

Now, a word about the Sonth African Indian
Congress. This i3 an organisation to which are
affiliated tho Natal Indian Congress, the Transvaal
Indian Congress- and the Cape British Indian
Connoil representing the Indian commuanitiea of
Natal, Transvnaal and Cape Provinces, It I8 reeng-
nised by the Indian aml the Union Governments,
It is traly ropresentative and enjoys the confidence
of Indians in South Afrlea. I do hope the Indian
press will take note of this, for it is indead regret-
table to find at timea a section of the Indian press in
Indin ]endlng itaelf to a recaleitrunt gronp, whoso
main object ia to wreck everything that is good.

—Bombay Chronicle,

India And Dominion Status

The Vicervy’s Announcement

The following s the full text of the much-talked-of
unnouncement by His Excellency the Vmeroy
Lord Irwin with regard to granting Dominion status
to Inidia :—

I have jost retarned from England whore I have
had the opportunity of a prolohgéd consnlintion
with His Majeaty's Government. 'Bafore I' left this
country I maid publicly that as the King-Bmperor's
representative in India I skould hold mysclf bound
to tell mny follow-countrymen, 'as faithfully ab I
might, of India’s feslings, anxieties and awspirations.
In my endeavours to' discharge that undertakineg 1
wan agsisted by finding, as I had expeated, n generons
and sincere desire not only on the pnrt of His
Majesty’s Government but on that of all persona anil
partics in Great Britaln to hear and to appreciate
everything that was my duaty to reprasant.' Thow:
are critical days, when matters, by which meh are
deeply tonohed are in iesae, and when, therefors, it
fs inevitable that political feeling ehonld ran high;

and that misunderstandings, which - would scarcely
arige in conditions of political tranqguility, shonid
obtain a firm - foothold in men’s minds. I have;
nevertheless, not faltered in my helief that behind
all the disquisting tendencies of the 1imn thera lay
great mass of Indian opinion overllowing all divi-
pions of race, religion or political thought, fanda-
mentally loyal to the King-Fmperor, and, whether
consciously or not,.only wanlingto nnderstand and
1o be undetstood, On the other side [ have never
Tolt pny doubt that epinion in Great Belwin, puaeled,

a8 it might be, by events in India or only perhaps
purtinlly informed aa to their trne significance, waa
anshaken in its detormination that Great Britain
shonld redeem to the fall the pledges she han given
for India’s futore. On both eonntries the times have
laid a heavy and in some waga a unigne responsi-
hility: for, the inflnence on the world of a perfeat
understanding botween Ureat Britain and  ndia
might euroly ho 8o great that no scales cwn give ua
the measure eithor of the price of snccess or the
price of [ailure in onr gitempts to reach it. In my
discamsions with the Prime Miniater and the Hacre-
tary of [tate it was inevitable that the principal
top:c ahonld have been the conrse of eventa in India.
It ia not profitable on either siide to dircnss to what
extent or with what justification the appointment of
a Parliamentary Commission two yoars ago has
affected the general lrend of Indian thonmght and
action. Practieal men must take facta and situations
as they are and not as they wonld have them be.
Sir John Simon’s Commission, assiated, as it bad
been, by the Indian Central Committee, in now at
work on ita roport and antil that report ia Jaid be-
fore Parlinment it is iinpoasible andl even if it were
possible, it wonld, in the view of His M=ajesty's
Government, clearly be improper to forecast the
natare of any constitutional changes that may snb-
soquently be proposed. In this respoct every Bri-
tish Party is hound to pressrve to itsoll! completa
freedom of action. Bnt what mnst constantly en-
gago our attention, and is a matter of deop concern
to His Majeaty’s Government, ja the discovery of
means by which, when the Commission has re.
ported, the broad queation of British Indian copati-
tutional advance may be approachad in eo-operatinn
with all those who can aprak unthoritatively for
opinion in Rritish Indin. I would venture to recall
gome words which I nsed in addressing the Assembly
eight months ago in ra!erenee to the then exintmn
political sltnation. “On the one slde,” I mid, “it is
as unprolitable to deny the right of ]‘.lr]l.lment to
form its free and deliharate ju:lgment on the prob-
lem, as it wonld be short-sighted of Perllament to
undaerrate the importance of trying to reach a golu-
tion which might carey the willing assant of poli-
tical India.” Woao shall savely atray from the patl,
at the end of which liea achiovement, if we lut go
either the one or the other of thoss two main guid-
ing principles of political action. But thers has
lately emorged from a totally diffornt angle
another set of consideratinns which in vary relavent
to what I havo just statedl on thie matter to be the
dosire of His Mijesty’s Governmont, '

The Chairman of the Inlitn S atatery Oomminalon
has pointed ‘6ut, in the conray of cnrreapnmlnnce
with the Peimi Minister,' which, I understund, s
being pnblished in England, thul. a8 ‘their investi-
gation has prodeeded, he and his collbagnes huve
been greatly impredsad, {n ovnatdering the direction
which the fatare oonatitntinnl developmant' of
India is likely to take, with thd !mportanes of hoar-
ing in mind the relations which my, at sbms futarda
time, develop htwoen Britlalh Tndia und the Inlinn
States.  In hia jndgment, it 8 essontial that the
methods by whioh thig fatare relatlodship betwoen
these two constiluent parts of greator Indla may be
adjuated should be fally examined. He haas further
expressed the opinion that if the Oommtissin's re- .
port and the proposgals anbseqnently to be framed by
the Goveroment take this wider range, it wounld
appear neceesary for the: G wornment ‘to revise the
scheme of protedure a8 at present proposed. He
gmgeenta that what ' might bs reqairad after the re-
ports of the Statntory Onmmiassion and the Trdiin
Central Cormmittee have been marde, congidvre ¥ and
prblishad, bnt before the alage of *the - Joiit Parlia?
montary Coimmitles is reachad, wonld by the setting
tap of a énnforence in whioh His Majenty’s Govern.
ment shonld meei sepresentstives’ both of- Bmllh
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India and of the States for the purpose of seeking
the grealest posgilla imeasure for the final propoeals
which it would later bo tha duty of His Majesty's
Government to submit to Parliament, The proce-
dure of the Joint Parlixmentary Committes con-
ferring with delegations from the Indian Legislature
and other bodies, which wes previously contemplated
and ia referred to in Sir John Simon’s letter to my-
solf of Febrnary 6, 19238, wonld still be apprupriate
for the examination of the Bill when it is sabse-
guently placed before Parliament, but wonld, in the
opinion of the Commirsion, obviounsly have to be
preceded by some such conference a8 they have
goggeated.  With thesa views, I understand that Hid
Majesty's Government are in complete accord. For,
while they will greatly desire, when the time comes,
to be able to deal with the question of British Indian
polilical development under conditions most favour-
able to its snccessful treatment, they ate, like the
Commission, deeply sensible of the importance of
bringing nnder 8 comprehensive review the whole
problem of the relatfona of British Indin and the
Indian States, Indeed, an adjustment of those
interests, in their view, is esseatial for tha complete
fulilment of what they consider to be the under-
lying purpose of British policy, whatever the method
for ite furtherance which Parliament may decide to
adopt.

The goal of British policy was stated in the decla-
ration of Angnst 1917 to be that of providing for the
“graldnal development of self-governing ipstitutions
with a view to the progressive ranlisation of res-
pondible Qovernment in Indla 45 an integral part of
the British Empire.” Aas I recently pointed omt,
my awn instrnment of instroctions from the King-
Tmperor expressly states that it is His Majesty’s
will and pleagnre that the plane laid by Parliament
in 1919 shonll he the means by whicl; British India
may attain its dne place among His Dominions.
Ministera of the Crown moreover, have more than
onece publicly declarei] that it is the desire of the
British Government that India should, in the falness
of time, take her place in the Empire in eqoal
partnership with the Dominioas; bat in view of thie
donbis which have been expregsed hoth in Greit
Britain and India regarding the interpretation to be
placed on the intentions of the British Government,
in enacling the Siatute of 1919, I am aunthorised on
bohalf of His Majesty’s Government, to atate elearly
that in their jndgment it is implioit in the Declara-
tion of 1917 that the nainral issae of India’s consti-
tatibnal progress, as there contenmiplated, ig the
atiainment of Dominion Status, 1In ths fol! Fealisu.
tion of thia policy it is evidently important that the
Indian States shduld bs afforded an opportunity of
finding their place, and, everi if we cannot at preseat
exactly foreaee on what lines this development may
he shaped, it is from every point of view desirable
that whalever can be dode shonld bé dond to ensare
that action taken now {6 not’ ircunsistéht with the
attainment of the unltimate purpose which those,
whether in British Indis or the Slates, who look
forward to some itnity ot All-India, have in view.
Hia Majeaty’s Government consider that both these
uhjects, namely, that of finding the best approach to
the British Indian silde of the problem and secondly
of enaoring that in this process the wider questjon
of closer relations in the futmuré between ttie two
parts of greater India is not overlookad, can ‘bést be
achieved hy the hdoption of 4 procsdnre anch as’ the
Commission has' ohtlined, When,' thatefore, the
Commission and the Indian Central Commitles hive
ﬁnhn_\iuml their reports, and’ these ' have béen pribe
lished, and when His Majesty’s Government have
heen hbla, in conanltatich with th Goverfthent of

India, to consider these matters in the light of all”

the nuaterial then availuble, theg will propose to in-
vite represantativen of differant partien and interastn
in Brmqh 'l{:dia and representatives of the Indian
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States to meet them separatély o tbgethér, as
eirenmstances may demand, for the purpose of von-
ference and discussion in regard both to the British-
Indian and tbe All-Indist problems, MW wiil be
their earnest bope that, by this means; it may
sabsequently prove possible on thége grave issnés te
snbmit proposals to Parliament which may command
a wide meagure of genvral assent. It is not hecessary
for me to ray how greatly 1 trust that the action of
Hin Majesly’s Government may svoke response from,
and enlist the conourrence of all sections of opinion
in India; and I beliove that all who wish India weil,
wherever and whoever they are, desire to breik
through the weba of misiruat that have lately
clogged the relations between Todia and UGreat
Britain. I am firmly assnred that the coarse of
action now proposed is at once the outcome of a real
desire to bring to the bady politic of India the touch
that carries with it healing and health and is the
method by which we may 'best hope to handle those
high matters in the way of constructive siatesman-
ship.—The Indian Social Reformer.

The Story of My Bxperiments
With Truth
[BY M. §. Gamr]
Part V. Chapter XXXIX.

EXPERTMENTS WITH (HARKA

I do riot remember to héve seen 4 handloom or a

spinning wheal till the year 1908 when in HiND
SwARAJ I deseribed it as the panadea for the grow-
ing pauperism of India. Ih that book I took it an
understood that anything that helped India to get
rid of the grinding poverty of her mdssea would in
the same process establish Swaraj too. BEven in 1915
when I roturned to India from South Africa, I pad
not actually scan a spinning wheel. When the
Satyagraha Ashram, Sabarmati, wag foupded, we
introducpd 3 few handlooms there. But no sopner
had we done thigthan we fonnd ouyselveg hard up
sgainst a difficalty. All of us belonged ¢ithey to
the liberal profeesions oy to bniness; nong of us was
o artisan.  We nee B weaving axpert ta teach
us to weave before we could work Lbﬁi looms, Cne
‘was at last procured from Palappir, bup he (id not
commnnicate to ng the whole of hig art. Bt Magan-
al Gandhi was not the ons ;a he pagily g[%é&_
Possessed of a natural falet for .ni.@'cf}ﬁﬁic& 2 Wis
ablé fdlly to mastef the art beforq long and ong
after another, several New weavers were %{aihéd np
ia theé Ashrdm, | S

The object that we sst beforé 48 was to bo g\bj‘g

to clothe onrselves ontirely 1k clsth miatiuficturs
by nd.'"Wa tﬁéréfqré forthwith "(iiia'ca,riie the ‘dse
of mill-woven "éloth' add' a1l the moribérs' 3¢ fkb
Ashram reeolved to wear hand-wwvoven einth masde
from Ipdian yarn opli, The adaoption, of thig practice
brought usa world df experidnce. ' It &ndbled us
to know from direct contact the conditions of life
among thé weavers, the extolit ‘'vf theid Production,
the handicaps in the way of their obtaining their
yarn supply, the way in which they were being
made victims of frand and, lastly, thift ever-growing
indebtedness. We were not a in'pogition immediately
to maoufactore all the cloth for onr needs. The
alternative, therefors; was 10 gét’ dut cloth supply
from handloom weavera, Bat ready-made cloth
from Indian mill-yarn was not essily obtainable
either from the cloth-dealers or from the weavers
themselves. All the finacluth-worn by the weavers
wana from foreiyn yarn, since Indian mills did pot
epip fAine counta, ﬁqgn to~day the putturn of ‘higher
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connts by Indian mills is very limited, whilst highest
counts they cannot spin .at all. It was after the
groatest effort that we were at lust abile to find some
weavers who condescended to weave Swadeshi yarn
for ue if the Ashram had promised to take off all the
cloth that they might thus produce, By thus adopt-
ing cloth woven from mill-yarn 88 our wear and
propagating it among our friends, we made ourselves
voluntary agents of the Indian spinning mills. This,
in its turn, bronght vs into contact with the mills
and enabled us fo know something about their
management and their handicaps. We saw that the
aim of the mills was more and more to weave the
yarn spun by them; tbeir co-operation with the
handloom weaver wag not willing bnt unavoidable
and temporary. We became impatient to be able to
spin onr own yarn. It was clear that till we could
do that ouraselves, dependence on the mills wonld
remain, We did not feel that we could render any
gervice to the conntry by continuing as agents of
Indian spinning mills.

No end of difficnlties again faced uwa, We conld
neither get a spinning wheel nor a spinner to teach
us how to spin. We were employing some wheels

- for filling pearns and bobbina for weaving in the

_ Ashram. But we had no idea that these could be
used as spinning wheel. Once Kalidas Jhaveri dis-
‘covered a woman who, he said, wonld demeonstiate
to us how epinning was done. We sent a member
of the Ashram who wae known for his great
versatility in learning new things. But even he
returned without wresting the secret of the art.

So the time passed on and ‘my impatience grew
with the time. I plied every chance visitor to the
Ashram who was likely to possess some information
about hand-spinning with gquestinns about the art,

- But the art being confined to women and having
been all but exterminated, if there was some stray
gpinner étill surviving in some obscure corner, only

* & 'member of that- sex wag likely to find out her
whereabouts,

In the year 1917, I was taken by my Gujarati
friends to preside at the Broach Educational Confer-
‘ence. It waa here that I discovered that remarkable
lady Gangabehn Majmundar. She was a widow,
buat her enterprising epirit knew no bounds. Her
education, in the accepted sense of the term,
was not much. But in courage and commonsense
she easily aorpassed the general ran of our educated
women. She had, already, got rid of the curse of
untoachability and fearlessly moved among and
served the snppressed classes. She had means of
her own and her needs were few., She had a well-
seasoned conatitution and went abont everywhere
without an eacort. She felt qnite at home on horse-
back. I came to know her more intimately at
the Godhra Conference. To her, I ponred out
my grief about the charka, and.she lightened my
burden by a2 promise to prosecnte an earnest and
incessant search for the spinning wheel.
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ATTENTION.
THE UNION ART COMPANY (Pty.) Lud,

of Johannesburg is prepared to execute
by the best known artists, the highest
grade of de Lux pastol paintings from
original photographs. You are invited
to call at the Gandhi Library in Durban
and view the paintings made by this

Company, of the Rt. Hon, Mr. Sastri
and Sir Kurma Reddi,
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Satyagraha in South Africa
By M. K. Gandhi.
Price ¢ Shillings.

Self-Restraint

Versus

Self-Indulgence
By M. K. Gandhi

Price 3 Shillings

Joseph Doke

The Missionary-Hearted
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The Story of My Experiments
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Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi
Yol. I. Price S. 10. 6. pence
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SOUVENIR OF THE
PASSTVH RESISTANCE
MOVEMENT IN SOUTH RFRICA.
1906 1914
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THE GREAT TRIAL OF
Mabatma Gandhi & Mr. Banker.

This book is edited by Mr. K. . Kesava Menon and
contains s Forward by Mrs, Ssrojini Naidu. It contains
the full report of the I'rial of Mahatma Gandbi including
Mahatma Gandhi's statment. the Judgment and Mabat-
ma Gondbi’s reply. Ib nlro contains the offending urticles
for which Muhatma Gaodhi was arrested and diseription
of the seene ot the Ashram wben be was arrested and
other interestiug subjects denling with Mabatmu Gandhi,

Price Two shillings.

T grebering 'fu’{i""'” -- ""‘,;4;;,':-; —
“MW Y 15 '-""}’ [} _ﬁr*ﬂﬁm
-_:':-"::‘:'.-:2 DLI.::\;!I-' PR ,'7’-

Sy

-



