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SIR KURMA LEAVING FOR INDIA

out the Union that Sir Kurma V. Redd,i,
Agent of the Government of !ndia, is
having to leave for India owing to persitent
ill-health. He has had to apply for and has
been granted sick leave and will be sailing
by the Azragola on December 2 with the
hope of returning by the end of March,
For the last

[[T will be profoundly regretted through-

about January. But there too the fever
would not leave him and he was laid up
from the time of his arrival. He has had,
therefore, to return to Durban last Wednes-
day and the doctors have advised him that
the sea voyage and the change of climate

may perhaps have a better effect.
Sir Kurma came to this country as’
an enthusiastic

few months Sir
Kurma has
been  suffering
from fever,
The illuess
commenced in
the Leginning
with some ab-
dominal troulve
and after medi-
cal atendance
and careful nur-
sing his bealth
scemed 10 have
improved a
creal deal and
he lelt fic to re-
sume his work,
But no sooner
had te done
so and in that
connection had
gone to the
Trausvaal  he
had another at-
tack aud return-
ed only to be
bedridden once
again. Nowand
then the fever hid seemingly left him and
Sir Kurma did not miss to seize the oppor-
tunity of attending tn some of his numerous
engagements. But the obstinate fever again
and again attacked him and he was there-
upon advised to go to Kimberley and spend
a few weeks there for a change which he
did and was hoping to remain there until

man with great
hopes. Know-
ing full well
the difficule
task with
which he was
burdened he

was hopzaful of
doing some
good to our
brethren and

in that direc-
tion he stiained
every nerve

struggling with

his  ill-health.

But unfortuna-

tely his malady

has had the

best of him and
he is baving
to leave these
shores at least
for 2 time with-
outaccomplish-
ing his self-
imposed  task.
Sir Kurma’s so-
L journ has, how-

ever, not been entirely fruitless. He has

achieved one thing and that is a great thing.

He has gained a first-hand knowledge and

experience of the Indian question in South

Africa and that will s'and him in good stead
in his future work either in India or on his

return to South Africa and that will no
doubt be to our advantage.




368

It is our fervent prayer, and in that we
are sure we are voicing the sentiments of the
Indian community throughout the Union,
that St Kirma imay reach Home safely and
that hie may soon return amongst us com-
pletely recovered.

In the absence of Sir Kurma V. Reddi,
his secretary the Hon Mr. E. Baring will
act as Agent assisted by Mr. C. 5. Ricketts,
Mr. Baring has during the short period that
he has been in this country won the hearts
of all those who have come in touch
with him and he can well count upon their
co-operation thereby easing the heavy task
that has fallen on his shoulders.

Notes and News

OR the convenience of Sir Kurma
Reddi the s.s. Aaracola will sale at
8am. on Monday morning when it

has been decided by the Natal Indian Con-
gress to hold a function at the wharfside to
give an opportunity to the public to wish
Sir Kurma «a $speedy recovery and a safe
return. All are requested to be present at
7-30 a.m, sharp.

—_————— _

Speaking at a poblie meeting in wapport of
missions, presided over by Archbishop Carler,
Dean Palmer, of Johanneshurg, sald tho only hope
of prace between the white and black races in
South Afriea lay in co-gperation and not in coerclon.
Peopié were rather duzzled by cooercign, wihic
seomed to work, but it was always a short out, ang
short gpta were very diflicult to juwlify. At best {
was only & present means to gn_ond, and ah avoid,
anes of the broad roqd whiely comumongense had
taught the people to thlk on. Ho hoped from tha}
megting they believed that the only way to waye sod
uplift the native rices was by taking them into the
fullest corifidence, cn-operating with them and
sharing their confidenes, Coercion ilways fallwl
becanse the higher thinga of life could not hd
reached by coercion, they could not cource 4 man
into love, fellowaship or loyalty. Coerclon always
failed in the long run, co-operation nover.

Lectaring recenfly in Maritzburg on missionury
work in India the Right Rev, Bishop 1'erguson Davie
gaid abont five million Indians bhud become Chris-
tiaps. The Bishop referred to the extraordinary
high standard of edneation that had been attained in
Iu_'}xa by mpny of its natives and in conclusion suld :
“In India we find great museeg of poople who are
willing to do great things for their gountry. Thero
is a.strong feelinig of Nationalism in Indin at present,
and anything from external centres i8 regarded with
guspicion. A great feeling of antipathy towards
Europeins bas arisen.”

——

The Union Art Company, Pty., Limited, whose
advertisement appeare elsewhers in thig issue, have
their ' offices eltuated in Exploration DBnildings,
Commissioner Street, Johannesburg and at 15 Scots-
wood Building, Durban, The estublishment which
it not much wmore than a year old has made
wonderful strides and 18 supposed to be the largest
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Portrait Company in Sonth Africa. It in uriler the
tliroct vxpert eontral of Mr. W. 'T'. Wrixht, Msnaging
Director and Mr, D T. Moide Secretary, both of
whom have had many yoars' continious experience
of this hlghly spocilised work, The paintings of
the Union Art Cowpany adorn manhy Soath Atrican
Pablic Buildinge, und Colloges and two of such
paintings, Mr, Sastri'a and Sir Kurma's, have re.
cently been presentud to the M. K. Gandhi Library
which is indeed a credit to the Company.

Street Trading In Johannesburg

By-law Declared Ultra Vires

A test cage, In which a Heensed hawker wis
chargnd with trading within the prohibited area of
the Johannesburg Municipality in the restricted
hours, came before Mr. C. A, Backeberg, in the
magigteale’s cort,  Abruham Sncks was ulleged to
have traded in Presidont Strect betweon 10 a.m, and
4 p.m., viz, at 11-40 a.m., on November 4,

Mr. Advocate Gordon Davis defended Sucls, ansd
Mr. R. Moody conducted the case for the Muniui-
pality.

W. H. Liavory, liconce inspector in the employ of
the City Couneil, ani be know Sucks a8 a liconsed
hawker. On November 6, al 11.40 aun., he fonnd
Sacke solling [roit from a waggon in  Dresident
Street near the cornor of Loveday Strect. That
particular section of President Street was Letwesn
Von HBrandig and Stmmonde Street, hawkers and
pesllars being prohibite] from trading or exposing
their wools for sule on thot section of President
Stroot betwoen 10 wan, and 4 pan. T warned him
awnd ho said ho wos aware of the by-law, and wag
there for the purpose of making & test case.”

Sacks, In hig (efenco, sald he sold fruit off o eart
drawn by n horse.  Before the coming inte oprr-
tion of the monieipal Ly-lasw on October 0, 1924,
ho used to sell fralt in the prohibited arca. Before
that date he used to wake a lving. Hincs the by-
law ho traded ontstde the restrigted arca, He had
nof mimle n living out of it,

. How much did yon make a week, net profit 7—
Bofure the riew by-law, I used to make X4 to £35 a
wevk olear proflt atter dedueling all expenditure,

His Livelthood Taken Away

Singo the new by-law came intp forco Backs said
ko had buen deprived of hig MHvelihood,

Why don't yofi trade in the suburbs in the roa-
tricteld hopre »—We cun't compete with the Indiap
hawkers thero.

Why ? —Because we are not In s posttion to give
crodit.

Liefore the new by-lyw Hucke waid he did most of
his business in the restricted nreg between 10 ain.
and 4 pan.  Before 10 a.m. he did hls markoting.
After 4 p.m, people were In n harry to get homn
and there wag not nnch business. In the prohibited
uren hawkeors were solling ut Letween 25 and 30 per
cont. chenper thau tho shops,

By-law Ultra Vires

After further ovidence the Maglstrate guve 4 deoi-
gion declaring the Johannesburg City by-law which
prohibits hawkers and pedlars exhibiling their goods
between 10 a,mi. and 4 p.m. in the central arca ulira
vires, It is nnderstood that the municipality con-
templates taking fnrther steps in order to maintain
control over what is felt to be an increasing danger
to tratfic. The exact procednre hag not yet been
decided, but it ia thougbt the Councjl has good
groundu for un appeul or other action to upset the
mugistrate’s Hnding,



INDIAN OPINION

369

November zoth, 1929 _

Transvaal Immigration
Appeal Board

Judgments la The Cases Of Ali Sheik
And Essa Suilman

The jundgment in the case of Alli Sheik was given
by the BoarJ at Pretoria on November 19:—

The appellant Ali Sheik alias Mabomed Ah- is
the son of Fakir Babassheb Karcmbelkar \\rho d:e(!
in India and never resided in South Africa. Ali
Sheik wag admitted to the Transvaal about March,
1908, on tbe falsc representation that he wus the
gon of Sheik Huesein his paterpal ancle with whomn
he lived until tbe death of the latter,

On the 29th May 1911, Sheik Hussein applied on
behalf of Ali Sheik for a Transvaal Asiatic Regis-
tration Certificale under section ¢ (2) B Act 2, 1907,
and claime that Ali Sheik was his son, Registration
Cortificate No. 11568 was issued to Ali Sheik on
these ropregentations. Similar fulse representations
were made by or on behalf of Sheik Hussein on
subsequent occasinns. _

In October 1925 doubis arose as to the paternity
of Ali Sheik and in reply to a commanication {rom
the Commissioner for Tmmigration and Asiatic
Afairs, the Magistrate of Kolaba reported that Fakir
Babasiheb Karembelkar and not Sheik Hassein was
the father of Ali Sheik. )

On these facte the Principal Immigration Officer
declared Ali Sheik a prohibited immigrant. It is
againgt this decision that an appeal is brought, The
Principal Immmigralion OMcer in asking that the
appeal be dismissed requests that the registration
cerlificato imsned to Ali Sheik and obtained by
frandnlent representations be cancelled by the
Board yoder Section 10 (2) Aect 22 of 1913 as
amemled, by Section 5 Aot 37, 1927,

It is claimed for the appellant that }

1. He is domiciled ip the Transvaal in terms of

the definition of “Gomicile” as laid down in
Seclion 30 Act 22, 1913, in that he hus been
lawfully resident therein for over 3 years and
cannot therefore be' declared a prohibited
immigrant.

. 2. He is not a grohibited immigrant in that as
the ward of a person who had already obtaimed
a cortificate of regisiration ia himself eligible
for and actually obtained soch certificate to
which he was entitled auder Section 2 (3) G,
Act 15, 1907, ‘

3. Whether appellant is the son or the ward of
a person nota prohibited immirant is immaterial
for the reason that under Section 4 (2) B, Act
2, 1907 he was entitled to make application for
registration and in view of the definition of
“guardian” in Section 2 thereof sach appli-
cation was rightly ynade by his uncle who was
virtaally his adopted father.

The first point can be disposed of without any
difficalty. While it is troe that the appellant haa
resided in the Transvaal for over 3 yeara it must be
pointed out that his admission was obtained on the
false representation that he was the son of Sheik
Hussein. This is not lawful residence as d¢fined in
Section 3 (2) 1, Act 2, 1907, Furthermore in the
recent case of Soobath Khan the learned judge
drew attention to previous decisions laying down
that regidence obtained by frand was not residence
within the meaning of Section 30, Act 22, 1913.

There does not appear to be any more gubstance
in the second point for the reason that appellagt
being unlawfully resident, was not eligible for a
certificate of registration, Furthermore not heing
the minor child of a person who is not a prohibited
immigrant he i8 not included in the clasa of persons

exempt in Section 2 (8) E, Act 15, 1907, which
refers to children und not to wards. -

In dealing with the last point it cannot be denied
that the appellant having obtained entry into the
Transvaal was entitled to make application for
registration. It is clear, however, that not being the
minor child of a person not a prohibited immigrant,
he coald not claim registration as of right. Thns
ths statement that he was the son of Sheik Hussein,
when in fact he was not, wna material in that he
obtained a registration cerlificate ;8 of right which,
if the true facts had been disclosed, he may or may
not havo obtained at all,

The allegatioun that the reeistration certificate
granted to the appeliant wus obtasined as the resuit
of false representations has been proved, We pro-
pose therefore to dismiss the appeal and in doing so
to find that the appellant is a prohibited immigrant
and {o cancel his registration certificate.

Appeal Of Essa Suliman

Judgment in the above case was given on Nov.
19:—

The appellant Essa Saliman ie the son of Saliman
Essa who was never domiciled in the Tranavaal and
who died in India about the year 1903. Appellant
came to the Transvaal in the year 1906 with his
uncle Osman Essa and was admitted on the false re-
presentation that the latter was his father, As a
consequence he was later farnished with a Transvaal
Regpistration Certificate issned ander Act 2, 1907,

It is olaimed for the appellani that he was adopted
on the death of his father by Osman Essa at the age
of 3 years; that Osman Essa eduncated him and
generally acted as his gunardian and on his death fouar
years ago left Kgsa Suliman all his estute. He states
further that during the year 1926 he made a stute-
ment to the Immigration authoritiee showing that
Suliman Essa and not Osman Essa was his father,
that a corrected registration certificate was there-
upon issned to him and his wife and family per-
mitted to join him.

On thess facts the Principal Immigration Officer
has declared Essa Saliman a prohibited immigrant.
1t i apainst this decision that no appeal is bronght.
The Principal lmmigration Officer in asking that the
appeal be dismissed requests that the registration
certificate nbtained by means of fraunduient repre-
sontations ha cancelled by the Board under section
10 (2) Act 22, 1913, as amended by section 5 of Act
37,1927. It i8 claimed for the appeliant that :—

1. The misrepresentation that he was the son of
Osman Essa is immaterial for the reason that
as the ward of the latter he wus entitled to
admission to the Transvaal and if the true ficla
had been disclosed he wonld have been ad-

mitted. The case of Soobath Khun was cited as
an authority for this contention.

2. 'The Department has by issuing the subsequent
registration certificate on the true fucts being
disclosed, acquiesced in sach deception us had
previoualy taken place.

3. Heis not a prohibited fmmigrant as he does
not come within the deeniny order issned
under section 4 (1) Act 22, 1913, in that baving
a registration certificate he is domiciled in and

Thia entitled fo reside in the Transvaal,

e esgenlial difference between this cage and
of Soobath Khan is that the father-of the latter tvl:::
domiciled in the Trausvaal, while the father of the
appellant died io India and as far a8 we are aware
never resided here. Soobath Khan could op dis-
closing 1_:he true facts claim a registration certificate
at any time. Essa Suliman on the other hand conld
only obtain admission on the fulse representation
made. If the true facts had Leen discloged the
mattor woukd have been onn for the discretion of the
Immigration Oficer and hix application AY oF may
not have been granted, We come to the conclusion
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tberefore that the misrepresentation was iuaterial,
that admission to ihe Transvaal and tho registration
certificato subsequently jssned were obtiined on
frandulent representations and that when Aect 2,
1907, came into force the appellant was not lawfully
resident according 1o the requirements of Section 3,
{2) 1 of the Act.

No authority has been produced granling Regis-
trar of Asiatics the power to issue an amended
rogiatration certificate originally obiained on frandn-
lent represeniations, While from the point of view
of eqnily the appellant mayg be entitled to considera-
tion on the ground of acquniescence, as a Board we
can only concern ourselves with the legal position.
In the absence of any authority to jisane an amended
registration certificate the original must stund and if
lost or desiroyed may be renewed. Thns the
amended registration certificate having no eflfcct it
is the original the cancellation of which is sought
by the DPrincipal Immigration Officer with which
we are concerned.

In regard to the third point it is claimed that pro-
bibited immigrants are defined in section 1 (1) of
Act 22, 1913.  That appellant being in poescsgion of
a repistration certificate is- domiciled in tho Trans-
vaal, is entilled to reside {here und consequently be
ig not sach a person a8 is reforred to in snb-section
A. The position however is governed by section 3
of Act 37, 1927, which provides for cancellation of
a registration certificate obtained by frauduloni re-
presentations. It has already been held that these
powers ure of retrospective eflect.

We therefors find on all points agsiost the
appellant and propose to divmiss the appeal anid in
doing so to find Lhat the appellunt is a prohibited
immigrant and to cancel bis registralion certificale.

Non-violence vs. Cowardice

Mahatma Gandbi writes in Young Tadis :—
Dr. Hardiker sends me an account of an assault
gaitl to have Leon committed on the 3lat July last at

Bagalkot on some volnateers of the Hindusiani Seva

Dal. The volunteers wero distribuling handbills and
marching with their bands playivg without noticing
a mosquo which conld pot be seen as it was sitoated
on a low level. The band continued to play oven
when they bad approached it. Earaged men inside
the mosque thereforo came ont and are alleged to
have assanlted the volunteers with atones, slicks,
pickaxes and other tools. The volnnteers, according
to the dreseription given by Dr. Hardiker, apologised
for the mistake that was anconsciously made but the
assault was continued, The volunteers, howover,
never retalinted. They decided aleo not to comduet
any legal proceedings, The question i8 whelher
this restraint could be called nnn-violent or cowardly.
In my opinion, here there is no question of cowarlh-
ice. 'The volunteers wonld huve been cowanrdly if
they had run away, On the contrary they are statud
to bave stood their ground and suffered the assanlt
without retalialion at any stage. Non-violenve anil
cowardice are contradictory terms. Non-violeuce is
the greatest virtoe, cowardice the greatest vice,
Non-violence springs from love, cowardice from
hate. Non-violence always suffers, cowardico would
always inflict suffering. Perfect non-violence is the
highest bravery. Non-violent condact is never de-
moralising, cowardice always is. I can detect no
cowardice in the conduct of the volunnteers. No
one claimd the highest of bravery for them. The
asganlt, it is eald, was so bratal that some Mnralman
women who were near by expostulated with the
assaulters for continuiny their assault in spite of the
apology that wus tendered, If the facte are s Lney
are related, in my opinion the conduet of the volun-
teers was exemplary snd strictly non-violent in

terms of the Congress creed. Opinions may differ
us to the propriety of such condnet, but there can be
no two opiniona ahout the bravery of the volunieers,
It is undonbtedly in keeping with the creed that no
court proceedings have beon tuken by the injnred
parlirs. My own conviclion in that the more the
volunteers learn tho law of enffering bravely and
consciously, tho greater will be their eflicioncy for
dervice when the critical time comes,

Pretoria Indian Market
Association

The annual general meating of the above Assncia.
ticn war held on the 17th instant at the Tamil Vedic
School, Pretoria, Mr, Yssop Ackooojee presided an
a viee-president, owing to the death of the chairman
the late Mr, Vally Mohamed. All the leading
ollicials and tewmbers of the Association attended the
meeting.

The chairman having deeclured the meating open,
a vote of condolenco was moved from tho chair, with
acelumation, all standing, for the lato Mr. Vally
Mobamed who bad rendered yeoman service to the
Aspsociation during bia terin of ollice,

Tho annual report wis adopted nuanimously and
the financial slatement was read by the 'I'reasurer
which showed a credit balance of £10.

A vote of thunks wns pasged to the Sccrotary and
Treasurer, Mersrs, R. Moolon and Nana Sita, and the
following now election took plico :—

Mr. Essop  Ackoojee chairmun, Messre,  Moesa
Ebrahim, D. Chhilw, V. A, Nuayugar vice-presidenia,
Mesare. R. Mooloo and V. A, Soohiah Secretaries,
Mesara, Choure and I. I). Nuidon Jnint Preasurers,
Comumitteo members ¢ Messrs, C. T. Dillay, Ruma
Naran, Krishua Pillay, M. DPadyuchy, V. A, Nuya-
gar, Amod Saliman, Kewop Theby, Mahiomed Iamail,
A, Ditlay, 8. A. Plllay, Rama Jniram, N. Patel,
Soobiah Padasachy, B, Maharsj, K. R. Naidoo,
Naransany Naidoo; Bxrecutive enminitteo : Messrs,
C. T. Pillay, Amod Suliman, I, P, I Naidon, I, N.
Naidoo, Essop Theba, Ramu Jaieam, M. Paslayachy.

Tho weviing closald wilh 4 vote of thanke Yo the
chair. :

In The Name Of Islam.

Lowrenvo Marques Guardion in its issue of Nov.
19 wiites:—

In the nume of Islam, Moulana Shankat Al
delivering a presidentinl address to & conference of
Moslemn hore on Sunday, failed to be fair {o Lhe
Union Government; gave c¢urrency to sugyeslions
which imputed unworthy actions to the Indian
Government and ity otficinly; threatonod reprivale
on the Union Qovernmont for real or favciel wrongs;
and give expression to remarks which both Jews
and Christipns must regard as offensive. The ip-
dictmont ¢ould be extended. IL makes dlrange
reading whon contrasted with the Moulana’s re-
minder, given in the saine addrees. that his Faith
“teaches ua the leeson of toleration.” Tho address,
bowever, was uot tolerant in’tone.  Its tone was that
of petulancy, .

We bave no doubt that his tribute to the
Portuguese was given with all carnestnesa but it
wonld be incorrect to infer from it that the Union
had refused either directly or indirectly to allow the
confercnce to be held on Union soil. As a matter
of fact, {tho same facililies enjoyed by the conference
here on Sunday aml yesterday wero available in
the Union,

Whether tho Union Government was right or
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not in imposing restrictions on .th.o mnvemen.ts_ of
the Ali Brothers ia a matter of opinion. Oar opinion
at the time was that is was ill-advised. Actions
of this kind ereate martyrs, and unless they are
well fonnded in their entirety the harm t!mt is
acinally done ia, by reasnn of the short-sighted
sympathy which the martyrs attract, greater t}zan
that which it was feared wonld be done and Whl?h
it was sanght to aveid. Many peos_)le._hmyever, will
regard this addresa ns a complete vindication of the
Tnion Governmentl's attitnde.

This, of conrse, wonld not he sound jmlgmonr,
1t is obvionsly not an expression of.cnusuln_rml
poliny bat the apeech of & man who is _am.u-luuz
under a senge of grievance; all the same it cannnt
have improved the atmosphere which _nurrom.ula
the TUnion Moslems. Oatside sympathisers with
Islam wonld not, we are sare, like to feol that
Sanday’s aimosphere was entirely Islamic.

Transvaal Tamil Benefit
Society

Annual Meeting

The annnal general meeting of the above Society
was held on Snndny the 17th November 1929 at the
Good Hope Bioscope Hall, Commissioner Sireet,
Johannesbnrg.

Mr. 8. V. Naidoo, the president, notified the
gatbering of the Society's work for the past 18
montha, and the Secretary Mr, V. S. Naiker read
the annnal report together with the Sncioty’s
financial statement which wers dnly adopted, The-
following officials for the ensning vear were then
elected :—%ir Kurma V., Reddi Patron, Mr. T. M.
Krishna Pillay President, Mr. 8. V. Pillay vice-
vresident, Messrs. V. 8, Naiker and P. A. Pillay
Hon. Secretarien, Mr. V, N, Naidoo Hon. Treasnrer,
Membere of the Committee: Messrs. M. Caapoo
Moodley, Pnckree Pillay, N. G. Pillay, S. Pnckree
Mudaliar, J. Q. Vandayar, Vadivaloo Pather.

The meertine terminated with a vote of thanks to
the retiring olficials.

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth
[ BY M. K. Ganom]
Part V, Chapter XXXVIII.

THE CoNGRESS INITIATION

I do not regard my participation in Congress pro-
ceedinga at Ainritsar as my real entrance into the
Congress politics. My attendance at the previona
Congreases was nothing more perkaps than an annnal
renewal of allegianco to the Congress. I never felt
on these occasiona that I had any other work cat out
for me except that of a mere private, nor did I de-
sire for more, : :

My experience of Amritsar had shown that there
were one or two things for which perhaps I had
some aptitnde and which conld be usefnl to the
Congress, I conld alreauly see that the late Loka-
manya, the Desbabandn, Pandit Motilalji and other
lea-aders were pleased with my work in connection
with the Pnnjab Ingnirg, They used to invite me
to their informal gathorings where, a8 I found pe-
solationa for the Subjncts Committve ware conceived,
4t theso gatherings only such persons were invited
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a8 enjoyed the special confidence of the leadera, and
whose services were needed by them. Interlopers
also sometimes fonnd their way to these meetinga.

There were for the coming year two things which
interested me as I had somie aptitnde for them. One
of these wanr the memorial of the Jallianwalla Bagh
masgacre. The Congress had passed a resclution for
it amid great enthnsiasm. A fand of abont five
lakba had to be collected for it. I was appointed as
one of the trnstees. Pandit Malaviyaji enjoyed the
reputation of being the prince among the beggars
for the public canre. Bnt 1 knew that T was not far
behind him in that respeet. It was whilst I was in
Sonth Afries that I had discovered my capacity in
this direction, T had not the wunrivalled magic of
Malaviyaji for commanding princely donations from
the potentates of India. But [ knew that there was
no question of approaching the Rajas and Maharajas
for donations for the Jallianwala Bagh memorial.
The main responsibility for the collection thms fell,
aa I bad expected, on my shonlders. The generone
cilizens of Bombay subscribed most liberally and the
memorial trnst has at present a handsome credit
balance in the bank. Bat the problem that faces the
country to-day is as to what kind of memorial to
erect on the gronnd to sanctify which Hindas,
Muslims and Sikhs mingled their bloed. The three
communities instead of being bound in a bond of
amity and love, are, to all appearances, at war againat
one another and the nation is at a loss ns to how to
utilise the mewnorial fund.

FACILITY oF EXPRESSION

My other aptitnde which the Congress conld
utilise was as a draftsman. The Congress leaders
had fonnd that I had a facnlty for condensed ex-
pression which I had acquired by long practice. The
then existing constitution of the Congress was
Gokhale's legacy. He had framed a few rules which
served 28 a basis for running the Congress machin-
ery. The interesting history of the framing of these
roles I had learnt from Gokhale’s own lips. Bat
everybody had now come to see shat these rules were
no longer adequate for the ever increasing buginess
of the Congress. Ths queslion had been coming up
before the Congress year after year. The Congress
at that time had practically no machinery fanection-
ing during the interval between sessions or for deal-
ing with fresh contingencies that might arige in the
course of the year. The existing rules provided for
three secretaries bt as a matter of fact, only one of
them was fanectioning secretary and even he was not
a whole-timer. How was he single-handed to run
the Congress office, to think of the futnre or to dis-
charge during the current vear the ohligations con-
tracted by the Congess in the past 7 Daring the
carrent year, therefore, everybody felt that this qnes-
tion would assume all the more importance, The
Congress was too unwieldy a body for the discusaion
of pablic affairs. There was no limit set to the
number of delegates in the Congrees or to the nnmber
of delegates that each province could retarn. Some
improvement npon the existing chaotic condition
was thos felt by everybody to be an imperative
necessity. I undertook the responaibility of framing
a constitation on one condition and it wag this, - I
saw that there were two leaders, viz, the Lokamanya
and the Deshbaudhu who had the greatest hold on
thq public. 1 requested that they, as the represen-
tatives of the people, shonld be sssociated with me
on the Committee for framing the constitation, Bat
since it was obvious that they wonld nnt have the
time_persnnally to participate in the constitntion-
mn!ung work, I suggested that two persons enjoying
their confidence should be appointed along with me
on Ee Constitntion Committee and that the number
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of ite peraonnel shonld be limited to three. Thia
sngrestion of mine was accopted by the late I.oka-
manya and the lale Deshalandhn, who suggested
the names of Sjts. Kelkar and 1. R. Sen respectively
as their proxien, The Constitntion Committes eonld
not even once como togethor bhut we were able to
consult with eacl: other by correspondenes, and, in
the end, presented & unanimons report. 1 regard
thia constitntion with a certain measure of pride. 1
hold that if we ennld fally work ont this conslitn-
tion, the mere fact of working it out woohl bring us
Swaraj. With the arsumption of thia responsibility,
1 may be said to bave made my real entrance into
the Congress politics.

The Quest Of God

The Hilbert Journal for July 1929 opens with an
article hy Professor J, E. Boodin of the University
of California on the idea of Godd :— -

Wa cannot hape to comprahend Qod, but withont
God we cannot hope to comprohend anything clse.
Therefore wo mnst in pisty endeuvour to make the
iden of God a8 clear as our finite limitationy permit,
Aps the keientist airives by imuginative pletnres to
underatand the meaning of nature, 80 we mnsl use
our imagination to make clearer onr relation to God.
‘We must start where we are in human history to
reach out into the beyond, imaking use of man's
efflorts in the past, yet not making the past an
aunthority over ns, ' The divine light must break in
the here and now npon otirgonls, . - )

Knowledge at best i8 a poor and abstract affair
compared to the richnees of hdmin experience. We
live in integral rélations with reality, We are part
of the dynmnic wholeness of things. . Knowlndge 1a
i after-thonght and always Lrails far heltind réulity.
Natore and man have reacted to light for ajzes, Bt
we have not yet a salisfattory theory of light. So
man haa lived in the presénce of the diviné throngh
the ageb. He has folt thut his environment {8 rhare
than what fs presoit to the senses~that therc'ia
meaning and plot in the mntley evenis bf lLiv ex-
porience, Bat his theories of the supernatural have
been various and ornde. Those who eay that the
supernaturul 18 fletion because man's theorles are
varions and ¢onflicting, onght, for the sama veason,
to deny the reality of life nnd matter, Tue gction
of the great forees of reality is forinmately uot te-
pendent upon onr knowledge of them. If it weth,
we could not live at nll.  For, wa know lidle of the
great facte of natare—light, gravitatlon or even the
onergieg which have to do with the imaintettance’ of
our own organisams—and yet they hive gofic i
throngh the ages. This doesa not mean that we
sliould not try to understand, for the little Wo
understand helpg ns to live mors inteiligentlt wnd
electively. To try to grasp the menniiils of hingd
and to live in the light of this meaning is thu Wikt
tion of man. : ! s e

Have we then an intuition of God? If whit i
meant is that we have an immediate idtuitibn of
one God—omniscient, omnipotent, omniprésiit n«
represenied in medinval theology; then the ovitlsnve
of the hislory of religion is to the eontrary. Ods
eoneept of God, like our concept of métter, is the ret
salt of a Jong trinl and error process to ‘meet thin ré.
quiremenis of experioneo. Bet azquaintunce with
reality muat precede onr theories oi reslity. Thia
ir trna equally in the realm of sepse experionco—
onr relation to the external physical world—anil in
the realm of spiritnal experienca-—one rolation to
other minda and God. If what ia meant in that, in
gennine religions « xpericnce, we have an immeddinty
experience of the qualily of the divive a8 we buve

an immedinte axperiance of colonr, then I helisve it
in trne.  To say that religion starts in a3 anigne im-
medinte axperience of the divine dar not mean that
wa immedintely understand the divine any more
than onr experience of the annaet or the green §ranq
or onr follow-men means that wa immediataly com-
prehend these facts an propositions. We lve in
integral relatinna, bnt we comprehend bnt Jittle
what wa live, ‘The conviction for a larger reality
—therenlity of the physical environment, the reality
of onr fellow-man, the reality of the divine—in im-
mediate, Tt is born of our inmost needn. It is of
the tissue of the lifé of the race. :

The reality of the divine requires no proof—any
more than the existence of the oxterndl physical
world or of our fellow-men—and to the sophisticated
it eannot be proved. Nothing of impartance can' be
proved,  Tiife always turnk ont to be a venture of
fuith, The gnestion is: Does the eonvietion illa.
mine the world of which we are a part, does it
enable na to live 7  One doea not prove the existenca
of mnsie or poetry or love to {hesa that |Lave the
expertenceé, The qualily of the ninth symphony of
Reethioven ia real to those experience is heanty,
thongh sone cannot Tive it and therefore deny ita
reality. The qnality of ivinity is present every-
where to him whi Is qunlilied th experience it—as
the qnality of the artist is present in his work, as
the qimlity of the annl is present tn the behaviour of
the arganiam. Lint the - immedlale experisncs of
reality in any cnse needn td he informed and 'einlti.
vated by intelligent analysia for us lo onter don-
scionaly into its meaning. * Amd thiz is a long and
ardoons pracess. Knowledpe does not comé nn'n
gift, hat tho communion withh the divine ¢omea s &
kift, oven na tho oxperlenca of colony Is A pift, "We
may never in all \he ages comprehend God, But (hb
quality of Goul's life is prédent’ averyivhers,  The
aonl responds to ils inlinence a8 the plant turnd (o
the sunlight and as {lowers openi to tha martig
dew, Ap we speak of lifc being geciropie—=hHunt-
ing §taell to gravity—and heliotrapic—orfentink
iteelf to light—so wa phoulit gpenk of it un thelo-
tropic—oricoling itaelf ta the tlivinp'. T
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Young Tailors Sporting Club
oS,
Surdt Sporting Club

A friendly ericket match was plaved on Sunday
the 24th Inutant st thé Mitche! Crencent Nehdol.
Barat ¥porting Olab huving win thd toea ‘dleclud by
bat firss noul seorad 55 rtind, of whielt M:nikit- And
Muanchoo nindi 13 anit 7 etind rdapedtivaly. Thie Yolthg
Twilors pt vp & plnaky Geht and Lhsir dodba Wil
54 runa. L Hariinl dbly mle 30 raidl et Bar, - T
S, 9, ) in thule geconil - vintiics ifito ofily 15 radi:
The Yoenng Tailors replis] with 28 rons for the fufl
nf 3 wickots and thalg won ths thateh By 12 rivha dnd
8 wickeln: ‘ S - Co

The ox-capthin and "the ox-vies-ciptdin pliyed a
vory good game. Mersrs Mickiii Parbhoo and
Narotam Morir'a bowling was exeolient. Piirbhoo
Patel, thin daptain of the 8. 8. C. blaved a gonld guna
aiid wild rbaponatble for many wickn!n. )

At the annnal genersl meating hold on the 17th
inefunt, Natlino V. Morar win re-elected secretary
nou treswurer of the Young Tailurs Sporting Clup.
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SIR KURMA REDDI RETURNS TO SOUTH AFRICA

THE AGENT AND HIS SECRETARIES.

The Hon. Evelyn Baring. 1.C.S.., Official Secretary, Sir Kurma Reddi, Ke.. BAA., BL.,
Mr. V. G. Kurma, B.A. {Oxon.}, Private Secretary.



