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General Smuts Speech

Tue speech delivered by (weneral
Smuts, at May\rllle, Pretoria, on. the
Asiatic questlon reveals two men in
one.. -He is © temiperate and furious ”

at'the same time. He wishes to be
Just and reasonable to Asiatics, and
he is satisfied over the fact that 5,000,
according to his estimation, have left
owing to “the stress of the Asiatic Act,

-and he threatens that, if, after the lead~

ers have been dealt thh the rank and
file do not repent and accept. the Asi-
atic Act, the people of the Transvaal
will put: them across the border.
General Smuts is_incoljerent because
he is in anger.  We will not deal with
the many misstatements for which he
made himself responsible, we fully be-
lieve unconsciocusly, These will be
clearly brought out in the.interview
granted by Mr. Gandhi to the Leader
reporter. But there are certain
things in thé speech which require to
* be noticed, 4ithough with a great deal
of pain.
The honourable gentleman has seen
iffit to speak of a highly sensitive race
4s ¢ coolies.” © He knows that the
tera is one of offence, applied to any

e

-but labourers pure and simple. Hither-

to, British Indians have been induced
to belive by most British statesmen
that they were full British subjects,
fellow-subjects with Englishmen. It
- was reserved for General Smuts to
; state that Indians were British subjects
“to a * certain extent"only. -So that
in this remarkable speech we have
all the elements which go to prove
that British Indians, abandoned by
“the Impenal Government, will receive
short shrift at the hands of General

"1 Smuls.

|

Tt s, therefore, perhaps as
Uwell that the opinions he expressed
were, as he was careful to state, not
those of the Government but ouly his
own. And, yet, somehow or other,
we feel that even General Smuts will
not be impervious to truth, when it
begins to shine upon him. To-day
he has built around himself an impos-
sible wall of prejudice. He has been
fed upon reposts and statements which
he has accepted as incontrovertible,
and be sincerely believes that every-

is tainted. So long as he retains that
view, we can quite understand his
'1nt1-Asnat1c attitude.
Indians to show that they mean what

| they have always said: that the vast

majority of them are opposed to, the
Asiatic Act, and that they decline to
accept the charge of surreptitious en-
try on a wholesale basis. We feel
certain that, when Indians have made
good that position, the General will
grant, _]ustlce

There is one remarkable admission
made by General Smuts, which should
be pondered over by every Tmperially-
~minded statesman. He has admitted
what Indians bave becn saying all
along : that their position was ipfinite-
ly better during the Boer #égime than
under thé Bru:u.h © Genéral Smauts

very Government which, during the
Boer régime, was. prepared to back
British Indians bas now turned round
and has been backing General Smuts

was unable to accomplish.

.

TuE ZVmes HAS SUGGESTED. THAT
an Imperial Conference
should meet to discuss
the difficuities attend-
ent upen Asiatic immi-
gration . into British Colonies,
suggestion is an admirable one, and
was made many months ago, it even
being suggested to Mr. Winston Chur-
chill that the matter should be dealt
with at the Colonial Conference that
-met in London-in April.  The offici-

‘An Imperial
Conference

ject was not on the agenda of the

discussed. if there were time. Such a
Conference, however, even if con-
vened, could do nothing, apparently,
to safeguard the interests of Asiatics
already resident in British Colonies.
That must be left to the sense of
honour of the Colonies themselves.
But with regard to future immigration,
no Conference would be complete
without strong representation from
India, including Indians as well as
Anglo-Indians. Otherwise the Con-
ference would be tou biased.on the
Colonial side—and after all, there are

‘thing emanating {rom an Indian source |

Tt is for British |

now declares, to the world. that the’

to do what the late Boer Government

““The

al reply was to the cfizct that the sub- |

Conference, but would be probably |

three bundred wmillians of peeple in

India wha shauld, as ¥iscount Midle-
tory has pointed out, have & VQI€! in
their own disposal. .

Natal Indian Congress
Substantial He:lp fer tim i‘ransvul

- A wmeeting of the Congress was ~
held at Mr. Dawad Mahomed's Hall,
Pine Street, Durban, on Monday
evening last to discuss tha develop-
ments in the Transvaak Mr Dawad
Mahomed presided and was support-
ed by the prominent leadets of the
Indian community. .

"Mr. 6. Isaac ot Johanneshurg
made an appeat for a message. of sym-
- pathy, and for funds to dssist the
Transvaal Iodians in suppostiog
themselves, pany ofthem ha.ving,heen

deprived of their means of livelthood
by the.action. of employers in dismiss-

fmg them because they xefusedr bo
register. Mr. Isaac pointed: out that
_the conflick was nob mezely a local
one, but it affected the. whole. of
South Africa, and he exhorted them
to do.alt they possibly could to assist
their brethren who. were having a hacd
fight for liberty and conscience.

The following cable was, passed- for.
-transmission to England' oa. the.3th
inst. : '

< From, Congr,ess, to. Lorda Am.ptbtﬁ.
cfo * Alrcalin,” Loodon Natal, Indi-
ans thank  your lordship for fghlmg
nobly for self-respecting Indians, doml-
ciled in Transvail Hope- lo-morzow'’s
meeting willrshow might; of, Right,”~

Mr. PRarsee. Rustomjee calieds at-
tention, to a report that, torty Indiaps
had landed from S.5, Katser: andshad
registered: under the new Transyagl
‘Law. After making inquirigs, he
-wished to repudiate- that  s{ptemept
as_being entirely; false,

In response to- the appeal. fox funds,
a specxa.l Transvaal: Indiang Raliel
Fund-was started, apghat the, e of
writing about £ 260, huhaﬁrea.dy. been
collecteds

Cape Indians

Licences Refused,

The Capetown Correspondent of
the Rand Daily, Maif telegraphs, that'
the campzugn against grantmg, QF e~
newing- genergl: dealers! licences. to
Indians still goes-on:

A large number of-local coungillers
have spoken agsinst Indian- trading
-and ‘numbers of licences have, bgen
refused:  On Tuesday, the local- divi-
sional Council refused- certain, repew-
als on the motion of-Mn Gibbs, who
said recently. that he- would: drive. all

Indians out of the country,it he conld,
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" @eneral Smuts’ Speech

British Government would stand by
! and protect them as they had done tn

The Asiatic Problem ‘The leaders had said :  We will see

you through your difficulties ; stand

Posivion of the Government
people had trusted their leaders, they.
had relied upon .promises, with the

On Saturday evening, General J. C.
inevitable result that they were now

Smuts, the Colonial Secretary of the
Transvaal, addréssed a mceting‘of his
constituents at Mayville, Pretoria,
Mr. Smuts gave his version of the
history of the Asiatic question from
the year 1885, with which our readers
are fairly well informed. The gallant
General, we learn from the Jobannes-
* burg papers, then went on to say: -
They had the British CGovernment
with them so far, but how tong the
Home Government would stand Dy |
them the future would show them.
Still, the Imperial Government was
with them now, and with the use of
intelligence and prudence he saw no
" reason why the Home Government
should not continue to assist the
“Transvaal. (Applause.) Someone
, tiad said they should throw the Asia-
tics out of the country. Well, under
the law as it existed at present, there
were three courses which could be
pursued. One was that they could
tefuse to give licences to those people
who did not comply with the law.
There were about 5,000 Asiatics who
with their licences were able to com-
pete against the white merchants,

their ignorance. He  thought that
they (his auditors) would: agree with

Gioverhment to deal with the question,
and that was to ‘

Arrest the Leaders. - -
They could get at the root of the evil,
Ty could get hold of the instigators
—the'people who had created these
difficulties -for the Government and-
the population, and fight it out ‘with

Government) could go with thenr.
That was what the Government had
done. They had arrested those lead-
ers, whom they held responsible, and
with those men the law would take its
course, He saw no other choice for
the Government. If they wished to
maintain law and order in the country
there was no other course’ to be fol-
lowed ; those people must be treated
according to the law, (Loud applause).
There

 the days of the old Boer Government..

by us and we will help you.” So the
placed in great and grave difficulties. .

The people had been led away by -

him that there was a way open 0 the

those men and see how far they (the

were thousands still in the
country who wished to be registered.
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! was to assure the posit{on of those
' Indians in the country. lawfully, and
}stop further immigration. And the

Immigration, Law bad been passed,

" now, and the Government could keep -

! alt Indians out of the country in the
| future, His personal opinion was

“ that if the Indian .population would

come now as & whole, and say, *We

. another chance to register, ” then it
would be the duty of the Government
to take into serious consideration such

, that the Government could not accept
]‘ individuals. They ¢could not put
""aside the law, and therefore it appear-

ed to him that it was.in the hands of -

' the coolics themselves.. .

P A Bitter Result

" Colonial Secretary). only saw. one
i result. It was a very bitter result;.
! but they would only have themselves
; to thank for it.
; that the white population, which had
| 2 very strong opinion on this question,
«would say, ** No, go out of the coun-
.try.”  His opinion was that they had
! not to take up that position at pres.

ent.
o musse, and would try to register, then
time should be given them; but if

1 he result would be’

If the Indians would come en

Those men competed and were able
' to ruin the white merchants He had
seen the [ruits of the competition, So

He had the proofs of that.” As he
had travelled about the country they |.
had come .to him and had said, !

then there was the law. No Govern-

recognise we bave made a ‘mistake,
we recognise we have been led astray
by our leaders, and we wish to have

a request; but if they did not do -

16 they kept on-resisting, he (the '

they did not wish to take that chance, -

ment or party in the Transvaal had

the power to revoke the laws which

by taking away the licences they | ™ please register us.”
could deal with the Asiatics in that

way. Another way was to place them

! " " Afer _M"‘- | had been passed, and as long as the -
Gandhi was arrested they got afraid of | Jaws stood on the Statute Book they
the consequences. They hud said  would bave to be carried out. The

that it was. not their' intention to

in prisen.  liven if they had prison
challenge the Government——* we

accommadation for them all that
would nol be the most effectual -way
to deal with them. Then the third
course was to put them over the bor-
der. Well, the Government must al-
ways act with as much fairness as pos-
sible. It was not in the nature of the
population of the Transvaal to be
harah, to be cruel, and as long as the
Government could enforce the laws
and so maintain order in the country
without being harsh and cruel so
long would they do so. To seize
about 9,500 persons and fliing them
into prison would be a terrible step to
take. To take those puople and put
them all over the border would be un i
equally terrible step. But the duy |
would come when the Government
would be forced tu tnke severe mica-
sures, But it was

The Duty of the Government
to deal with all in justice and
equity and to take into con-

opportuaity.” Well, that was a ques-
tion which it appeared to him the

consideration.
lation—not as individuals, but as a
whole—came forward and offered to
register themselves,” then the oppor-
tunity would be given to them, and

When he said that, he was not expres-

sing the opinion of the Government

“for he wished to act with justice,
. The Intention of the Law

i nrigina;lly' fur the. purpuge of chasing
; the Asiatics out of the country—not
; to clear those men out who had heen
"J\‘ ke intention was to recognise ali
. _ t Asiatics who were in the cou 2
slderatto? all the circumstances of the | fore the war, Those px-:gl:;ltryorlilb
case. Well, the circumstances were | comprised a smail number, and hy
these—that lher!: were thousands and - their presence constituted 1;0 4
thousands of Asiatics who had object- |
ed to the law. But they wisunder

white community,

would sooner register; give us the |

they could say “yes” or “no " toit, -

upon the subject, he was merely ex-
pressing -his own personal opinion, -

The law had not been passéd .

1 in the country (or 1o, 15, OF 20 years, |

; threat-
enng aspect to the members of the .

Those people

serious for the Government, serious
(P

. Government—for these peeple were,
1

!

But if the Government had a law in
; front of them they could only execute
it, There was a way out, and if that
was not taken by the Indian popula-
tion 1 general, then it appeared to
. him nothing else could be. done.
‘That was the position which he- took
Sup : S
. No Mcrcy for the Leaders

So far as the leaders of the Indidns
were  cuncerned,  he  thought' they
fwere responsible, and he had no
mercy for them.  (Hear, hear) He
thought the law ought to be executed
50 _far us they were concerned; but
for those people who were placed i
their present position through ighot
ance, he thought the- Government
{ would have to.take irito their serious
| consideration if achance should not be
| given them. But if they did not yish
! to register, they must take the conge

e —

the | to a certain extent Briush subjects,
Government would have to take into ' '

If the Asiatic popu--

stood the case : they had been mis-
led by certain of their teaders whom
they had trusted.  Their leaders had
told them that the Government couled
not touch them because they

\ ! Wers
British subjects, and, theretore,

the

-c.'.ould remati in the country, could
live and die their natura] deaths, and
they would not prove to be a source
ol danger to the Transvaal. ‘I'hat |
was the intention of the taw. {Hear, |
hear.) The desire.of the Government |

»

4

I'hat was the very dangert-
s principle which had been advo-
cated by Mr. Gandhi and his friends.
Never yet has a section of the popn-
lution of douth Africy put aside-a faw,

and if the law were now set aside be-

(uestion was a° very serious one-—

for the population, and for the British -




. finger-print system.

Janvary riTH, 1908
cause the Indian population tried to
do i, what would be the edect on the
colouted population? The Kafhr
would one day say, * No, we do not
recognise you white people’s law, be-
chuse you make laws which are part-

1; you make class legislation.”
['herefore the Government had a
great case. Ifthey gave in easily on
a point like this, then they saw the
door opening tu a terrible evil which
“would one day cume over the country,
“Let them do their duty in all justice
and fairness, and with o spirit of for-
bearance ; but after having considered

. all tHose things, let ther see that' the

laws of the country were carried out.
(Hear, hear)) So far as he knew the
opiniori of the Government,- they
would carry out the law—(hear, hear)
- —and he hoped his hearers under-
stood the position clearly which they

-\togk up. (Loud applause.)

: Question
During question time Mr. Stent
raised  the Asiatic question. He
asked if the Government did not
‘think the time had come when they
should try to meet those misguided
. persons. He suggested that it was

an honourable obligation upon the |

t

:Government to endeavour to settle

the question amicably. Was it not

possible to' meet. Mr. ‘Gandhi and.

conie to some arrangement.’ It was
not solely a T'ransvaal question, for
every man sent, from the Transvaal
went to India dnd became an agitator.

.Gengral Smuts replied thal per-
haps Mr, Stent was not aware that he
(the speaker) had repeatedly met
those people—»Mr. Gandbi and others
who were believed tu be the leaders—
and had discussed the tuestion with
them.  He had acted with the great-
est moderation and: reasonableness.
Alter the conference he had had, he
rcould assure them (his audience) that
no good purpose could be gained by
further discussion. Mr. Gandhi in-
sisted upon the repeal of the Act,
and no Parliament in the country
'was capable of repealing that Act.

* He had discussed the question with

the leaders, and came 10" the conclu-
sion that they did not object to the
They said it was
class legislation, and - as British sub-
Jects they should ot be differentiated
against.  He had pointed out that it
was class legiskation ; the whole sul-
.. Ject had been dealt with as class ey
islation since 18835, and the Indizus
Thadsubmitted to it. They had sab-
mitted to baving their thumb prints
taken for the last five years, and it
there was any social or scctional dis-
tinction made now. it had -always
_been made, and they had alwavs sub-
mitted to it. That was a position
the Government could not concede
them to-day. He had been extremely
"anxious to avoid unnecessary friction
in the matter, and he did not sce

what could be served by further ron-

{erences.

Someone in the audience  stated
that after alf was faisd gnd Aone, the

|
|
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Indians were not the worst, as they,
to a certain extent, backed the farmers
up. The people” whom they should
get rid of as soon as possible, however,
were the low class Jews, whom it was
impossible to compete with. ‘I'he
chairman called the speaker to order,

“Transvaal Leader’s "’ Comment

In discussing Mr. Smuts’ speech,
the Zransoaal Leader remarks :

It is, however, the Colonial Sec-
Tetary's reference to the Asiatic diffi-
culty which the public will study with
most interest at the moment.” The
speech shows a more statesmanlike
grasp of the difficuities and possibil-
itics of-the situation than any former

~comments from the same quarter.

The hon. gentleman has taken the
public into his confidence. If ever
there was a case demanding that
course-this s it. It is curious to re-
Hect that the old Republican Govern-
ment of the Transvaal had in regard
to its European population the sever-
est difficulty which confronted any
contemporary Administration, and
that the new Colonial Govern-
ment of the Transvaal at the begin-
ning of its career has to deal with
the most formidable Asiatic problem
before any of the Imperial States. It
would be easy to dwell upon the ex-
tent to which events have modified
the Colonial Secretary’s attitude. It
would be easy, but neither useful nor
justifiable, in view of the unanimity
with which Parliament passed the Act
‘@ few nrooths ggo. The fact is that
the Colony is attempting to deal
with a situation which is unique, and
unless this is kept in mind, unless all
political parties deal with the question
as one outside party, there is small
hope of our arriving @t an early and
lasting  settlement,  The Colonial
Sccrelary confesses the situation has
developed along unforeseen lines. It
might be wished that he had gone
further, and said whether or not the
Government desires the Opposition
to join its councils at this essentiaily
nationai conjunciure.  Hitherto, with
scrupulous correctness, the Opposition
leaders have refrained from comment-
ing upon the position; further they
cannot go unless they are asked. If
the Government wish them publicly
to give an assurance that they are
not opposed to a modification such
as that hinted at by General Smuts,
which would meet the views of reason-
able upholders of the Act (which, it
shouid never be forgotten, was not
passed with the main object of put-
ting Asiatics out, but of identifying
those having the right te, remain)
while causing a minimum "of local

and Imperial disturbance, it is for the |

Government to say so.  The (overn-
ment cannot complain that the Op-
position has placed party before
country in the past.

question the soundness of the advice
upon which the Government has act-
ed hitherto. It is remarkable that
whilst practically every ex-Indian offi-
cial, and almost every European
otherwise connected with India, both
here and in London, have for months
predicted what has happened, the
(rovernment’s advisers have utterly
misread the position. Do these ad-
visers include mien with ofhicial ex-
perience of India, with knowiedge of
the Indian languages, of Indian life
and ways of thought, meh with whom
the leaders of the Indians ean nego-
tiate on a hopeful basis? An official
assurance that this is the case would
relieve the minds of many who know
how greatly Britain's suceess in India
is due to the enjoyment of the best
available men in official positions.
Upon the same point, it is not easy
to understand how it is that officials
can state positively that 5,000 Asiatics
have crossed the border, and yet can-
not check the incoming Asiatics along
the same border.” The Colonial Sec-
retary says that three courses are open
to the Govemment (a fourth, adop-
tion of the bazaar system, now that
the Transvaal is sell-governing, seems,
curicusly enough, to have escaped
attention hitherto). First, the Gow-
emment can refuse licences. Can it,
however, guarantee that its own white
subjects will not hire out their names
to the Asiatics, as was done here
years ago? Secondly, it can put
9,000 or 10,000 men and women iutod
gaol, meanwhile keeping the children.
The Colonial Secretary dismis2es this
plan without waste of time. Its ad-
option would speedily cost the white
community more than the Asiatics
can by apy stretch be supposed to be
costing it now. Thirdly, there is de-
portation—provided the Judges at
Pretoria and in London agree that
Ciois  Brifammens means no more
than this Act says it means. If we
are came to deportation, the Colonial
Secretary apparently means to invite -
the white population to fall upon the
Asiatics -bodily and- put them over
the border. Somehow it does not
sound convincing. In the meantime,
the hon. gentleman is resolved to
strike vigorously at the Indian lead-
ers, certain that this will ead the
trouble. The argument that a whole

[

{ community is held by two or three

men in the hollow of their hands is
one that we distrust ; but time and
events will prove il it-is applicable
here. It must be confessed that the
action of the Chinese affected by the
Act in declining to register, despite
the fact that their leader, their Con-
sul-General, is co-operating with the
(overnment, does not bear out Gen-
eral Smuts’ contention. The Coloni-
al Secretary, however, although he
says the law cannot be departed from,

is_still willing to allow the rank and

It is in ‘no spirit_of destructive | file of the Asiatics to register, pro--
criticism that we point out that the hon, | vided they come forward in a body,

pentleman’'s  admisgion,  that
copree of ctonty has nonplugsed the
Liataramgpl, musss lead the pabhba Lo

the tand not as individuals,
lof this does mo¥ appuar,

The object
If registra-
tion tgke plrer: dout U uslial whather



1153

INDIAN OPINION

Javmary 1T, 1908

it take place individually or collect-
ively 7 'Fhe Colonial Secretary seems
to lear the efiect upon the native
races of the success, fo however slight

an extent; of a campaign of passive

resistance.  But laws have had to be
modified before this for others than
Asiatics ; and, after afl, is it not some-
thing to thié good that native races
should feel that in any differences
with the white race there are miider
arguments_than the rifle and the as-
segai ? ‘The *processes of the suns’
aflect coloured races as well as white
races. ‘The schooltraster has been
abroad,

g amrew s

Mr. Gandhi Interviewed
Reply fd. .éenern! Stituts
The !ﬂtqgtl_oq Reviewed
Fadicial Yaqniey Suggestéd

A tepresentative of- the Trawmspanl
Ledder #aited ypon Mr, Gandhi and
sought from him an expression of
opinien upoen General Smuts’ speech
at Mayvilie an Saturday last,

Mr. Gandb, in expressing his will-
ingnesy to discuss the matter; said:
I wish to niake it clear that Indians
have no desire to oppose General
Sms or any-Colonist; or to place any
obstacles in the way of an honourable
compromise. The Indians recognise
that the enly condition on which they
cdrl rémgin in the eountry is to work
smooth’ly and amicably, and to under-
stand sheir limitations also. 'f hey
have always; I venture to think, work-
od on that basis, and, no matter what
miy bs row said to the contrary, they
still remain law-abiding residents of
the Transvaal,” )

" How does that agree with their
presefit attitude of *passive resist.
ante’ ?" asked the interviewer, .

" Passive resistance is merely a re-
spectable protest against what they,
rightly or wrengly.: consider to be g
degradation ansan offence to religious
fechng " replied Mr, Gandhj, « The
whole speech of General Smuts unfor-
tunately shows that there is absolutely
0o dedise oni his Part to consult or to
reconcile Indian sentiment. j say
without hesitation that he hag not
mastered his facts: For instance, he
tallés of the oft-denied influx of Asia-
tice into the country on an organised
scale.  Speaking for British Indians,
I deny it in toto. This does rot mean
that some Indians have not surrepti-
" tionsly antered this tountry, but all
these ecan be effectively dealt with,
evert to-day,sunder the Peace Preser-
vadon Ordifiance. Those who remain
in¢he cobmtry withoyt permits; or
with false perits, ean only be hiding
::em’eh',lels in nooll;s and corners, and

o3¢ will pever be reacheg b t
Aehti_e Law Amendment Act: yIt ﬁi
not likely that those who have no
&urmvgs at at, will go ta the Registrar

erdor 10 receive uulice Lo Guif,

1

The Alleged Infiux J'
- “The allegation as to the surrepti- |
tious entering is based on the report
that was published last year. Thut
report condemns. itself, and, il any-
thing, proves the contrary; 500 l
prosccutions during five years show !
the eftective working of the DPeace
Presereation Ordinance, and that was
the deductions drawn from it by Cap-
tzin Hamilton Fowle in his report to !
Lord Milner.  Any Indian found
without & permit in the Colony can be
almost summarily removed, and, if e
does not teave the Colony, soon finds
himself in gaol. -Most of the prosecd-
tions, however, were in connection.with ;
Indians who were trying to enter the b
country, who were successfully preven-
ted from so doing by strict inspection |
at the border towns, Nor were those
Indians necessarily endeavouring to
enter frandulently. They were, in the
initial stages, trying to do su under
the false belief, shared by many Euro-
peans, that under the British flag
there could be no difficulty in them
entering, or rather re-entering, the
Transvaal, for most of those were In-
didnrelugees waiting a1 thecoast towns |
for'an opportunity of re-entering.
» “General Smuts: talks of forged |
permits,” continued M, Gandhi, {
“and in the same breath says it js
difficult to say when a permit.is forged
and when it is genuine, This is pre-
posterous. The permit officials sl-
ways had counterfoils containing the |
same numbers as given on the permits
sswed to upplicants, so that a forgery |
could always be detected. 1 know |
that a'few months ago an official fron !
the present Registrar's Office circulat. |
ed some documents which he called !
permits. The dupes were never able |
to use those documents at all, They
not only lost their money, but thejr
honour. That official is now no longar |
in the country, but, I believe, left it |
afier he had sufficiently fleeced the !
people, and after he saw that the fraud ;
was likely to be found out. ‘There
never was an office either in Bombay
or Delagoa Bay, or in any other place, i
|
|
I
'

where the traffic alleged by Generq
Smuts conld possibly take place,
Touts there undoubtedly were, not in
Indig, but in South Africa, who dave
real permits from the Asiatic Offie in i
Johannesburg to refugees, and, 1p .
some instances, others who wanted to |
enter the country.

E
The Permit Fraud |
*The fraud was committed i this .
way. The Asiatic officials in Johan.
nesburg submitted (he names to the :
Colonial Secretary as proper appli-
cants for permits, The Colonial
Secretary sanctioned the granting of |
such permits. These names, however, ;
were often fiked, though the perngirs -
were properly issued and bore proper
thumb mpressions, or signatures, Ir |
such manner men who were entitled
to enter the country had to pay targe
3ims before they could come in, or

[ hefore their claims were ronsiderer, |
| This way

three timyy brought ty the

Clenera) Smug arg

. N _.
notice ol Sir Arthur Lawley, who,‘ at
fast, ordered a prosecution, which
proved abortive, but the officials con-

s cerned were dismissed, because the

charge was proved against them, so far,
as the depdrtment was concerned.
But these things show how effectivyg
the Peace Preservation Ordinance was
It confuses the issue to talk about
Law 3 of 1885 in conpection with the-
influx, and to describe it oas inade-
quate, That Law was-never intented to
cantrol Asiatic immigration. It sim-
ply says,  Those who settic in the
Republic for the purpose of earrying
on any trade or atherwise shatl be
bound to have their names entered in

i @ register.” " “Thus it was merely to

exact a poll-tax from those who wish
te trade in the Transvaal, for Indians

were not even bound to register or

pay anything.  Asiatic immigration'
was as free as European immigration,
The question of restricting such imnni,
gration was raised after peace ' was
declared, and the Peace Preservation

Ordinance was then ultilised, fuite -

improjierly, to check Asiatic entry.
For some reason or other it was Sug-
gested that the Peare Preservation
Ordinance should be amended,  Flie
Orait Amendment appears
of the Blue-book, * Leuislation affect
ing Asiutics in “I'ransvaal,” putblished
tast year. That would have been Guite
proper, and  Dritish " Indians could
vot have  complained. A Drait
Amendment of Law 3 of 18835 was
also sugmested a1 tive same time,

 Policy Sudden‘ly Changed

“ 1t was quite of 2 mild type, bt
suddenly the whale thing was changed,
and I believe it was Mr. Lionel Cur-
tis who, after all, changed the whole
scope anc tenour of such legislation,
and who sprung upon the community
the draft of the Asiatic Amendment
Ordinance, now sinctioned as an Act,
It is a misnomer to call jt an Amend-
ment of Law 3 of 1885 5 it really
makes a.change in the whole Asiatic
policy.:
Asiatics has been passed before now
and not much has been heard ayainst
it, but the Asiatic Registration Act js
absolutely a noved thing, and, based
as it is on the false charge above re-
ferred to, can never pe aveepted by
the Indian community, more so as the
commmity is boynd by a solemn de-

- claration. .

b iy surprising to me that Gen-
eral Y ;
1hpselhings, and asked Beitish Indir.
ans to violate their consciences. One
would have thought that he, as
representing a - very strong  Govern-
ment and an overwhelmingly large
number of Euroheans, would have
sutficient grace and eondescension tg
respect Indian sentiment, so lony as’
l}u st the essential thing —vis., identi-
fieation of every Indian or Asiatic
residing in 1he Colony.  These he
could have had six months ago, and
can have even now,” ' .

" But My, Giandhi; the assertions of
very ditferent (rony

Smuts hag persistently iynored

at page §

“Class legislation alfecting

b
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yours,” our representative remarked.
“ Quite s0,” was the reply. “I may

e told that mine are merely counter-

asserttons, and that General Smuts
must be saying what he knows to be
rrue. I do not ask that the assertions
made by the Indian community should
be, ipse facto, accepted, but 1 do say
that what I have stated above furnish-
es suflicient ground for a judicial and
open enquiry. No reasonable Colo-
nist can take exception to it, and if
in ‘the course of that enquiry it is
found that theé charges of an infHux
and statements as to the inadequacy
of the Peace Preservation Ordinance
are proved there will be something to
be said for the Asiatic Registration
Act.  If, however, the finding of such

a commission is in favour of the Indi-

an contention, why should not a
strong Government, which also claims
to deal with British Indians fairly and
justly, acknowledge its mistake and
Tetrace its steps? "

Finger Priuts

In reply to a question as to what
was the real objection to finger-prints
Mr. Gandhi remarked that a lot of
gzood ink and paper had been devoted
‘to this subject, but 1t had never form-
ed an impossible barricr.  As a mat-
ter of fact, thumb impressions have
been given voluntarily. ¢ There s,
however, a very - serious objection to
similtaneous  digit  impressions, be-
cause they have the ring of criminal-
ity. According to E. R. Henry's
book, simultaneous digit 1mpressions
are required ohly for classifying erimi-
nals : thumb prints are asked fur from
illiterates in “several departments in
India.
by the Asiatic Act itsell. Objectiuns
were raised  before, the regulations
were published and promulgated.”

Asked to give,a statement upon
Genceral Smuty’ references to intimid-
ation, Mr. Gandhi said the intimida-
tion simply resolved itself into social
ostracism against those Indians who
had taken out registration certificates,
and he very much feared that such
ostracism could not be prevented.

had acknowledged more than once
that they had done an improper act.
It was fear that dictated the course,
and not their respect for the law.
“CGeneral Smuts’ remark as to decep-
tion by the leaders was unfortuvate,”
continued Mr. Gandhi. “So faras [
am aware, no leader has misled any
Indians. The Asiatic Law has been
translated and distributed broadeast,
The protection of the Imperial Govern-
ment has certainly been placed before
the Indian community, and so long as
I retain my faith in the Imperial Go.
vernment and British justice, I shall
continue to place it before my country-
men until 1 find that the whole of the
Indian community has been entirely
abandoned Ly the King-Emperor, in
spite of previous promises to the con-
trary.  General Smuts has scen (it to
deseribe our reapectable cammunity s
noeonanunity of cooliese THamust n,

But .the deadlock is created

be supposed that Indians do not know
these things, or that they do not feel
them. Every word that General Smuts
has said has been greedily devoured
by DLritish Indians, and those who
could not read have listened to the
translations. Needless to say, those
remarks naturzlly offended them, and
50 long as he holds British Indians so
cheap and denies them the full status
of British subjects, so far as their
possible freedom and personal move-
ments are concerned, so long must
Indians rest content with imprison-
ment or deportation,”

The Leaders

“ I cannot help congratulating him
ﬁlpoll having laid his hands upon the
’lcadcrs. He will then find out for
himself whether the Indian opposition
is real or false. The questions is:
Will he do justice after he finds out
the guilty, or will he then put torth
the enormous strength he possesses in
order to crush a handful of Indians
who have never done any harm to any
portion of the Transvaal community ?
Talking of leaders, I must deny that
all those who have been arrested have
taken a leading part in the agitation,
Some of them have never been known
to have done anything in connection
with the Act, and why should those
who are in the employ of the Govern-
ment be intimidated into registering,
on pain of being dismissed, I am
proud to say that most of- the Indian |
cmployees of the Government—some
of them of long standing—have ac-
cepted diswmissal ratber than register. |
But if it is true that the agitation has
been kept up only by the leaders, why
has this extreme procedure been
adnpted of dismissing even the Indian
labourers working on the railways ? ”

The * Irrevocable " Laws

Mr, Gandhi then drew attention to
CGeneral Smuts’ concluding remarks,
and said he had there laid down a
proposition which, if it were to hold
goad gencerally, would mean the end
of the agitation, healthy ar otherwise.
General Smuts said that no law could
be altered owing to agitation.  “ With
out taking into consideration generny
laws, affecting all communities, I ca
cite,” observed Mr. Gandhi, “the in
stance of the Natal Franchise Lav
having to bhe altered on reasonabl
opposition by the Indian communit
and on representations by the ther
Colonial Recretary, and this after Nata
received selfzovernment. The Nata
Municipal_Act still_awaits Imperial
i ¢ opinion th
real strength of the British Empir
lies in honourable compromise and 1 {
paying rexard to the rights and com
phiints of minorites, especially whe !
those minorities are weak or unrepre

: 1 Municip nance .
Sir Richard Solomon cited the in-
stanze of the coloured people having
rejected the Pass Law.  That law, so
far as I am aware, has never heen
endorced agrinst them,”

*What af The wmerans njeryiews

- rile.
“englad, wo ol

.1‘7‘

the leaders of the Indian community
have had with General Smuts ? Could
you come to no friendly understand-
mg?” .

% There have not been numerous
interviews, so fur as [ am aware,” was
the reply. - ¢ I only know of one, but
I do know that he has repeatedly re-
jected all advances from British In-
dians. It is perfectly true that each
time an approach has been made it
has been with a view to a repeal of
the Asiatic Act. There can be no
other course possible for Indians who
believe in God, and who are bound
by their solemn declaration taken
after having had everything placed
before them.”” -

. The Way Qut -

Is there no honourable way out of
the present difficulty ?” our repre-.
sentative asked.

“Yes,” was the reply; * Indians
have always offered to (ulfil the essen-
tial object of the Act--viz, to give
every facility to the Government for
complete identification of British In-
dians entitled to remain in the Colony.
This could have been done voluntarily
under the Peace Preservation Ordi-
nance. Now that that Ordinance is
virtually repealed, and must be totally
repealed if the Asiatic Act is also re-
pealed, the only practical way out of
the difficulty is to amend, during the
next session of Parliament, the Irami-
gration Restriction Act, s0 a5 to em-
body the necessary clauses for identi-
lication, regard being had to the
statéments always made by the Indian
community with reference to minors
under 16, and with reference to those
who can pass the education test under
the Act, which is severe enough.”

Asked to elaborate his proposal, Mr.
Gandhi said the Immigration Restric-
tion Act, which contains the dmstic
power of deportation under the hand
of the Minister, is ample for every
purpose. Let the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Act of 1907 be entirely with.
drawn, and the Immigration Restric-
tion Act be slightly amended so that
every Asiatic would become a * pro-
hibited immigrant.” That was to say,
he would then have to prove that he
was entitled to remain in’'the Colony.
If he could produce his certificate
issued to him under the Peace Preser-
vation Ordinance, or under Law 3 of
1885, he would be given a certificate
of domicile, which would take the
place of his former certificate, and
other documents at present held;, and
this new certificate of domicile should
contain ample proofs of the identity
of the holder. Chiidren under the
age of 16 should not be required to
take out certificates of domicile, but &

. completeenumeration of such children

would be detailed, fogether with their
names, on the certificates of domicile
issued to their parents and guardians.
The Immigration Act already contains
sufficiently drastic provisions against
trafficking in these certificates of domi-
Thia rehosie, Mr. Gandli con-
e dvavernmeant gl
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that they reasonably required—viz., I.\_vitncss-}mx: I-'Tc. examined him' as
would prevent any funln.-r.:..n‘nn;;mtmn . !”I\If\m.'ﬁ. + Temadar >—Ves.
{ Asiatics, and woukd cnsure com-. ou e o 1 .
0I t identi'ﬁcation and registration of ;- You came to the Transvaal at- the
:l:lle fndi:ms and Asialics entitled to . time of the war P—VYes, during the war.
remain here. ‘hus the wishes of the
' Government and the people of the,
Transvaal wouid be fully met, without
- putting any unnecessary afivunt upon .
““the Indians. *It.has been often said,™
ceontinued  Mr. Gandhi, ‘¢ that the
Transvaal, being an inkand Colony,
cannot have an Tmtnigration, Act like . K
ape or Natal. That, in my'| cut over the eye.
;:t;)?ni%nf-is_n mistake. What is meant : Your |-ilt|]t:.l' was attached to’ Lord
is that the Immigration Act of the Roherts’_ stafi when'tle went to IFanda-
‘Fransvaal should provide for stricter | har #—Ves, h_e wias bubnc.lar Major,
identification- than the Natal Act.! _Witness said he was in charge of
According to the Natal' Act, any In- ! the native policeon the C. S, A, Rail-
,dian can at any time prove his domi- | ways. | ' :
cile and demand entry., Under the! The M ¢
amendment suguested by me, every | did not _affect_.tll'c,p051t|011. o
Indian would have to prove his domi-*  Mr. Gandhi: You -have refused to
“cile, or his right of residence in the | take out a registration certificate under
" Frangvaal, within: a sti !
after which he would be for ¢ver under the new Act.
.stopped..  Surely nothing more than | . Wijll you exp!um.your reasons Pa-—
this can bé required ? " " | Because it would ruin me altogether
co ‘ Hif I did so. R
The Magistrate’s Comments
Mr. Jordan, in giving his decision,
! said the accused was not registered,

Ves,: .
What expeditions have you served
in ?—Burmah, Chitral, Black Hull,
Firnh Expedition (1897), and  the
Transvaal war. .
And you were wounded three times ?
—Twice 1 was shol, and once | was

. . |
e !
Passive Resisters r

© o The E

x-Soldiers' Case
g _Orderled- to L

ding of the last cases on the. 28th he
had been approached by both Indians

eave \\;ithin 14 Days

him that this- question of the linger-
prints bad nothing at all 1o do with
their religion. absolutely nothing. - In
fact, he would quote the words of orie

The Star of the 3rd instapt gives
the fallowing report :—. .

There was another big crowd both .
outside and in Jwougt this moming, .

Attached to the transport corps >— |

Iagi:;trate said the evidence

puiated time, i the new Act ?—1I will not take it out !

~and he must register. Since the hear-

Jand Chinese, and they had informed:

when the two ' Indians whose cases :
‘were postponed when Mr. Gandhiand

the others were dealt with first, were
| brought up and charged with contra-
vening the Asiatic Registration Ordi-
nance by not being in possussion of a
. cettificate ol registiation.  One or.
two preliminary cases were taken first,
and the best positions in the portion
of the cowrt devoted to- the public

were taken by the ordinary habitués :

1or whom police proceedings seem to'
have an extraordinary fascination.
The consequence was that thu.Indians,
who did not expect the cases in which
they were interested to come on before
11 o'clock, were many of them unable

to get into the Court, and . had to be .
content with crowding the approaches. .

Something like a thousand or 1,500

of Mr. Gandhi’s compatriotsassembled .
in and around the Court, and a sub-*

dued murmur of many vojces, perlectly
audible in court, testified to the inter.
" est taken in the Draceedings Ly those
outside, -
-~ A Soidier of the King

- Nawab Khan, an ex-soldier of the
Indian Army, was clrarged,

Superintendent Vernon, “B” Diyj-
sion, said that 2t 10 a.m). on Decem-
ber 28, he ¢
produce his certificate of registration
under Act z 190y, He had known
fccused for the past twelve months or
more,

My,

. N did Hot aglk any «uest
ID."IE. .,

y ot e aceunerd ip gl

alled upon the accused to

Tnidian who had. been known to hime !
personally for four years, and who said f
“that if he had twenty finger prints he
would put them all on as far as his
religion was concerned.  Also the
¢ same thing had been said to him by

Chinamen, und that the whole thing
» wis that they were frightened to re.
! gister for fear of being molested, They
had put it.to him (My. Jordan) that
the position taken up was absolue
nonsense.  Mr. Jordan added that the
accused was a different class of man
to the ordinary cooties, the basket
wallahs, and he ought to know better
than to refuse to register ; he ought to
register. Accused would have to leave
the Colony in fourteen days. |

Accused in reply to what the Magis-
trate had said as to his being 4 differ- |
ent class Lo some of his compatriots, |
said in this matte
ed.  They would Jeave the country
and go to gaol together, -

7 Came with Lord Roberts
i+ Sumandar Khan, a Pathan, and ex-
i soldier of the Indian Army, who had .
2 also at least one wound to show, was I
5 nf._\;t cha'rged with the same ufience,
¢ P Superintendent Vernay gave' evi- -
dence te the effect (hat the accused :
could not produce a certificage under |
; the Ordinance, and Me. Gandhi put |
the defendant into the box.
o Inreply to Questions by Mr. Gandhi,
i b}:mundur_ Khan said he'came to this
“olony with 1w Rubasrts,
L previously snrye

i
1
'
|
I
|

|
[
1
] He bad |
bahinty yeary ip the |

Aliked to hold a meeti

Indian Army. He was present at the
- engagement at Paardekop and l:c(_:ewed
i & bhullet wound in the right thigh. He
'was orderly at the Asiatic Office -at
! Pretoria,’ . ' o
You don’t want to submit to this
- Act?>—No. | . : .
" Have you been frightened by any-
i one #--Nou, who will frighten me ?  If
F1an hanged even I won't register,
' You have just paid a visit to India ?
CYes, ‘ .
| And bhave jost returned >—Ye
‘about two weeks. . .,
5 Mr. Jordan : Can you write P—No.
| How did you get your pay in India?
| 1 used to make a mark, )
L Dida you not put your finger-print ?
} —No. ‘ . .
b This concluded the evidence.

© Mr. Gandhi said the remarks that
had fallen from the Bench came as
somewhat of a surprise to him. His
" Worship had stated that some Indians
-and Chinese had approached him and
stated they were afraid to register.
Fortunately, or unfortunately, the
"Court had before it two soldiers who
were not likely to be- frightened by
anybedy at all, and in ‘fact the last
witness had said that he was not likely
to be frightened. _

The Magistrate : You know perfect-
ly well, Mr. Gandhi, there is a great
deal of difierence between the plain-
tribesand hill tribes ; this  man be-
longs to the hill tribes. o

Mr. Gandhi said there was a.very
great difference, but there was no
question of fright at ail, and if there
waere any question of fright the arm-of
the law was Jong enough and stronyg |
enough to protect the meanest suhjcct‘(
in the country, : :
Mr. Jordan : I have no doubt it will _

G

1
I.
i

{
Iy
!

Mr. Gandhi said he did think it was .
futile tor suggest that anyone had been _

be

frightened into not taking out a regis-

tration certificate and, as one of the

- witnesses had said, there was absolute- )

ly no question of thumb impression -
or fingerprints. It was a question
that touched the vitals of the commu- .
nity. It was a question of compulsion
or a voluntary act. v

Mr. Jordan said if Mr. Gandhi
ng outside he
ould do so. ‘ )

Mr. Gandbi: The Bench has led
he way. or otherwise I would have

r they were all unit- | 1eld my ‘peace.

Mr. Jordan: I won't allow any more; .
It has nothing to do with the case,

Mr:Gandhi: I do not wish the
public to leave the court under the .
impression that the whole of this fight ..
i5 i connection with the thumb and
finger impressions.  The whole of the
fight is « struggle for liberty, -

Mr. Jordan said that both Indians
and Chinese had come to him and
alleged they were intimidated and
were [rightened to go and register hy
a number of people and that was the
reason they have for nog registering.

A order was made that the accused

Aubt keave shy Colony  within 'y
days, :
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The Mass Meeting.
_Europehn Sympathy

[Frgy ovr TraxsvaaL Rerwri-
- SENTATIVE]

The plass Mueting of the 15t inst.
was a memorable occasion. Over
2,000 people were present, or, approxi-
mately, one third of the present Indi-
an population of the Transvaal. Quite
‘too delegates came from Pretoria and
large contingents from Potchelstroom
and other centres. The proceedings
were most enthusiastic. A temporary
stage had been erected in the Mosque
Grounds, upon which took their sta-
tions the Chairman (Mr. Issop Mia),
"Moulvi Ahmed Muakhtiar, Imam Ab-
dul Cadir {(Chairman ot the Hamidia
Islamic. Society), and several other
well-known members of the commun-
ity. Several press representatives were
present, together with a fair sprinkling
of other luropeans. ‘

\ ‘ S :
An Englishman's Protest

Immediately after the Chairman’s
speech had been rendered into Eng-
lish, with splendid -emphasis, by Mr,
N. A. Cama, Mr. H.S8.L. Polak, Editor

.of Inpraw Oriviox and Assist. Hon.
Sec, of the British Indian Association,
rose to move the first resolution. . He
said : .

¢ Mr. Chairman, Friends, and Broth-
ers,—On previous occasions, when we

have held mass meetings, I felt jt to

be inadvisable, as a prominent mem-
ber of the committee of the British
Tndian Association, and also with a
view to preserving the incognito that
is customary to the editor of a news-
paper, to take a leading part in pro-
ceedings of this nature, but to-day, the
circumstances’ are so changed, con-

ditions are so altered, and the feeling -

of the people is so intense (and my
feeling with it), that T have asked as
a special privilege to be allowed to
move the [irst resolution. This resolu-
tion is as follows : * In the opinion of
this meeting, the Imperial Government
by sanctioning the Immigrants’ Res-
triction Act have surrendered their
right and their duty of protecting the
. interests of weaker and unrepresented
parties.” I partigularly asked for this
privilege for three primary reasons—
first because I am a European, that is
. to say an English-born European, sec-

-ondly, because I am an elector of the

Transvaal {my name is on the voters’
roll), and thirdly, because of the faith
which I profess and which links me
very closely to many ol those whom 1
see here to-day. [et me now briefly

outline these and certain subsidiary

reasons why 1 have desired to ap-
pear thus prominently before you
* to-day.

I have been told by many friends
that my attitude on the asiatic ques-
tion was a very-peculiar one, a very
strauge -one, and that I should be
isolated, that I shoutd be the only
one of my kind 4o take the part of the
Asiatics,
have told me so in all good fith, but

Now all these kind people

possibly with a slight tinge of satire.
Nevertheless, I cannot for one mo-
: ment believe that I am the only Euro-
« pean in the Transeaal to have the

":courage to stand up and protest

: against treatment which, in my opin-
t ion is iniquitous and opposed to the
I best interests of the LEmpire, and
which disgraces the country of my
! domicile. Iam fortified in my opinion -
' by the many messages of sympathy
| that various members of the British
| Indian Association have, within the
-last few days, received from a large
number of Europeans, high, low, and
of afl classes. It is a great pleasure
indeed for me to fipd that I am not
alone, because I never believed that I

¢ was alone ; but what I did wish to see

was that my own belief would be shar-
ed and expressed by a large number of
other Furopeans. It has been urged
that European feeling in this matter is
unanimously opposed to Asiatics, but
I have always felt that that was not a
true aspect of the question at all, that-
that was gross exaggeration, that that
was a grave libel upon the small,
thoughtful, and self-respecting section
of the Furapean community.

With Sir Mancherji, I have fglt
that, in regard to the Imperial aspect
of the question, this was a matter ip
which we mustall fight in the best and
highest interests of the Empire, When
i I heard the news that the Royal sapg-
i.tion bad been given to the Immi-
grants’ Restriction Act, 1 received a
terrible shock. I felt as though the
standard of Impertalism, that had been;
held before my eyes {or so many years,
during the time in which T had been:
bred in western institutions, had been
‘tiddled, that the staff had been shat-
| tered in my hand, and it was a very |
terrible thing indeed for me to think
that, by according this most important
assent, the Imperial Government had
apparently betrayed those of whose
speciahinterests they were the partic-
ular trustees. 1 remembered in a flash
all the Imperial promises that had
been made to India, I remembered
the promises that had been made
through the old East India Company, .
the late Queen’s proclamation, the
King-Emperor's message to the Deihi
Durban—1 remembered all that—and
then I felt that everyone of those
promises had been broken, that every.
one of those different treaties,.as one
might call them, had been violated,
rand it was a lerribie thought that the
'public honour of Britain had been
"defiled by British Ministers of the
! Crown. ‘This is one of the reasons
| inducing me, a British-born subject of
i the King, to protest against this new
i Law,

1 Secondly, I speak as a 'Fransvaal
| clector. I am ashamed that this thing
i should have been done in my name by
| a Government supposed to represent
| me. The thought of it cuts me to the
i quick. I repudinte that Government
l and the action of that Government in
!'this particular matter. 1 do not con-
I sider that I am to-day represented by

that Government. At the time of the
i

elections I made elose inquiries of the
two gentlemen whe were standing for
election in the divislanh whereln I
dwell, and I asked tham for their views
with regard to the treatment of Asia-
tics in this Colony, and becguse they
could not give me satisfactory replics,
because | cansidered their views were
Wrm'-g; views, I refused to %ivc them a
mandate on my behalf to legislate in
an oppressive and arbitrary manner.
I now consider, after seeing what*has
happened, that I acted rightly. 1 felt
that it would have been a disgrace to
throw away a preciaus privilege, as 1
should have done ; that [ should have
betrayed my fellow-citjzens had I
thrown away a franchisg granted fer
the phur os¢ of rendering justice tp
everyhody in this country, - .

Thirdly, [ sPeak frqm &h@ stand-
paint of my ?ro essed faith. T amp hotp
a Jew and I am proud of that fast.
And T seem when 1 see legislation of
this kind, when I hear the bittgr cries
of the Indian and othey Asiatic gom-
munities, 1o hear the cry of mg"gwp
peaple respungling through the years
of oppression that have been ang are
to-day, and [ replise that in the Trans-
vaal under the British flag the spint of
persecution is still abroad,

1 consider that where an individya!
opposes himselfconsgientioysly to the
State, it is he that g:im and the Siate
that Joses, thoughtha Statg take puni-
tive measyres against him.. ) believg
that the movement of passive resiat-
ance is pat oply an ethical thing, »
thing~ diving, bnt I also heliavg
emphatically that it is in the ipteresty
of the Empire as a whole. [ cansider
that men who have the eauragg io
passively resist 3 law which they cong»
cientiously believe to be degrading tg
their manhood and insulting to rt!ﬁc:ir
religion, I consider that these men
are by far the best citizens of any
state and any Empirg, and espacially
so of the British Empirﬁ, which has’
all these years held itself up as an
example of equal justice for all British -
citizens, for ‘all British subjeets, It
therefore seems to me that in B_.dopting
this attitude of passive resistasice yoy
have actually performed a primsry
duty to the Empire, as was suggested
by Sir Mancherji: Bhownaggree. "

I have just one word more te say
before ¢losing. Last night I was pas-
sing a Salvation Army hall—it was
rather brilliantly lit uyp—and I saw
this inscription fixed upon the op-
posite wall: “With God we shall
all do valiantly,” It stryek me that
that was a very apt motto for us here.
To-day is the first day of a new year,.
when we turn over & new- Jeaf, and if
I may be permitted to offer you a
New Year's greeting, it I may be per-
mitted to offer you one more word of
encouragement, it is that you sheuld
remember those few words: “With
God we shall all do vatiantly,”

Owing to the threatening rain, the
formal proceedings were brought to an
abrupt close. But the enthysiasm of
the people was so great that they con-
tinued to stand for an hour in the -



20

N

steady downbour, listening to address
after address, urging them to remain
firm and fight on to 2 finish.

An Englishwoman’s Sympathy
Mr. Gandhi, who tovk no prominent
" part in the proceedings, read the fol-
. lowing exhortation on behall of Miss
Schiesin, a Colonial-born European :
Now that the struggle bas reached
its culminating point, I, who have 1:01-
lowed it with the closest attention
alinost from its inception, would fain
say-a few words of sympathy, of heart-
felt sympathy, in the sufferings which
you have already undergone, in the
sufferings still before you, of which the
former are but a foretaste.  But I im-
plore you not to flinch from the hard-
ships which now confront you, not to
falter at the shoals ahead, but to con-
“tinue steadfast in. your heroic resolve
" to give up all, aye very life itself, for
the noble cause of country and religi-
on.- Let me remind you of a similar
crusade now being waged by my sisters
in England. I refer to the suffrapettes.
For the sake of a principle, they are
prepared to lose their all, to brave
. innumerable trials. Many have already
suffered imprisonment, more are ready,
_nay eager, to do so. If delicately-
nurtured women can do this, will
‘bardy men, inured to toil, do less?
Do not swerve from the course upon
* ‘which you have entered, be true to the
ideal before you ; and * heart within
and God o'erhead,” proceed to con-
‘quer or to die.  And, if you do that,
if you adhere to your solemn coven-
ant with God, if you prove yoursclves
resolute in deed, as you have already
shown yourselves gentie.in method,
then it will not be to die! Success
_then is assured, victory is yours, is

ours. . ’

Lord Ainpthill’s- Speech
in Paris '

\We give below a further extract from
Lord Ampthill's address on * British
Imperialism” delivered recently ‘in
Paris :— | ' :

We white men think that we have
an unquestionable right to enter the
territories-of Asiatic nations and to
force upon them our trade and our

- religion, whether they want it or not,
We consider it perfectly just and right
thal we should oblige these Asiatic
nations to give: us concessions lur ex-

" - ploiting the resources of their countries
and that in deing so we should disturb
their social system.  Yet when a fow

_hundredsorthousands of these Asiatics
go to & white man’s country, not as

" conquerors or monopolists or concess-
ionaries, but as humble traders or
mere labourers, offering their labour
for wages, there is wild excitement,
political agitation and even mob viol-
ence,. Nobedy can pretend that this
treatment of the coloured man by the
white man is fair or dignified or con-
sistent with the superiority to which
the white man lays claim. Thisis a

question ‘which only the higher moral-
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ity of Imperialism can decide.  Let
us not forget then that the Christian
faith which should guide the aclions
of individual Christians, bids the pow-
erful be just towards the poor and op-
ressed. oo s )
The first duty of Imperialists 1s to
see that their policy. ig illumined by
the highest ideals of justice, humanity
and morality and that all their f:llow
citizens are inspired by the wholesome
pride of taking part in the spread of
enlightenment,‘-civilization and univer-
sal peace. :

Correspondence

‘Mr. Jordan’s Remarks

1o the Editor of INpiay OvINION/

.Sir,~—~[ am- sure Mr. Jordanw’s re-
‘marks made at yesterday's proceedings
in connection with the trial of two In-
dian ex-soldiers who wear decprations
and bear scars of bullet wounds recei-
ved for the sake of the Empire must
have caused deep offence to ali right
thinking men. I have ‘myself been a
Magistrate for 12 years and have oc-
cupied other -judicial positions. [
have always understood that a Magis-
trate while on the Bench must confine
himself only_to the facts before hin.
e can never use to the detrimen
or otherwise of the Accused befor
him information received by hi
otherwise than as a Magistrate or i
ny other case tried by bim. M
Jordan, no doubt, in the heat of th
moment, forgot himself and allowe
IThimself to remark upon what som
Indians and Chinese are stated ¢
have _told  him about intimidatio
Mr. Jordan was trying cases under the
Asiatic Act, and" not administering it.
Why he should have passed any re-

those Who were affected by it have
been doing is difficult to understand,
British Courts are rightly termed
founts of justice. I am sure, ‘in this
mixed community, we do not want
political Magistrates or Magistrates
Qwith a bias. I am afraid that, if Mr.
lordan’ continuws, as lie has begun, he
tw_ill certainly bring down, with his
wn, the reputation of Colonial Courts.
I(I’c::umot conceive of anything more
disastrous to the fair fame of my race
than that such a thing should happen.
Hitiverto, whatever the prejudice may
be, we have been able to take unction
to our souls from the acknowledgment
made by Indians, so often, that at
least in the Courts of Law of the
Transvaal they obtained justice from
Magistrates who were not afraid to
excrcise their independence and self-
restraint. I hope that, like myself,
the press and the public wilt appreciate
and treasure the reputation we have
deservedly gatned.
Tam, ete.,

Gerarn T, W, Curmis.

Johannesburg, ,
‘4th January, 1903,

I Asialic passive resisters.

‘marks upon the Act itself or what
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' The ' Star” and Mr.
ir .. Gandhi
B

;! © A Reply

* False Issues ™

The Star {(Juhannesburg) of the
3rd instant has the following leading
article under the heading  * Jfalse
Issues ? :— '

The storm is gathering round the -
Lengthen-
ing columns of telegrams show that
. they arc already the topic of the hour
in the Lnglish Press. Yreparations
are being made to raise their case in
both Houses of Parliament, and
meanwhile a mass meeting in Lon~
don, under the chairmanship of Lord
Ampthilly . is announced for, next
week. - There is every sign, foo, of
an organised agitation in India,
though we have . always doubted
.whether the stay-at-home Indian na-
tionalist has any very deep sympathy
with the struggles of his brother over- .
sea. Still, a grievance is always a
grievance, and we may certainly ex:
pect to see some adequate response
to the invitation sent to the Surat
‘Congress for a ‘*‘wvigorous protest
all over India.”  All this, of course,
must have heen lurseen by the. Im-
perial Govermnent; when it decided
to sanction the Immigration Law, -
and by the Transvaal Government,
avhen it.decided to make use of its |
new powers. - The growth of a storm
which was always inevitabie cannot
possibly: affect their plans which
seem nevertheless to be melting away
into their old fluid conditiei. Much
to the disappointment of the passive’
resisters the heavy artillery of the
authorities is still hanging fire, and
the agitation, of course, Is, gaining
force with every fresh rumour that
there' is' a chance after all that the
‘position may be reconsidered. It is
not our: business to advise the two
Governments in their dilemma, though
we feel sure that we are voicing their -
sentiments in feprobating -1in  the
strongest terms the rather unfprtunate
suggestion of a Jewish correspondent -
that they should convene a -public
mecting to support their policy. We
can ‘imagine nothing more likély to
embitter a controversy which is being
carried on at present without any of
that racial animosity which has dis-
figured similir strugales .in other
parts of the world. We venture, how-
ever, to point out that the real -ques-
tion between the Government and the
Asiatics is already in serious danger- -
ol being overlaid with- false issaes,
and that it is absolutely necessary to.
stick to essentials if we are to come
to any reasonable solution, . | e

The Government’s Legal Right -
_ Letit be clearly understood then,’
in the hrst place (and. in spite of two
columns of philosaphic’ doubt in ‘the
Riend Daily Mail), that the Transvaal
Government has a perfect lezal right,
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since the sinction of the Immigration
Law, to r.nove from the Colony each
_and all of these nonregistered Asia-
tics. It hws, of course, no power be-
‘yond its own borders—no power for
instance to convey a deported pas-
4 sive resister .from Komati Poort to
Delagoa Bay. . But, so far as its own
territory is concernd, its powers are
quite complete, and it hardly needed
the written gpinion of eminent coun-
sel,in. which Mr. Gandhi still begs
his followers *“ not to pin their faith, *
to establish a right which, indeed, is
the whole razson &'étre of the relevant
clause of the new law. In the second
place, the question of excluding fresh
Asiatic immigrants is not involved in
the present /mpasse. The Controver-
sialists in  England—pro-Asiatic par-
. tisans like Mr. Harold Cox and Mr.
Ritch, and practically the whole of
the Press—continue to raisé ‘the
_whole subject de nowo. They talk, for
instance; of * European jealousy,”
“trade rivals,” “the . virtues of the
_ Indiam, " and sv on; and, therefore,
At must be clearly stated that; so far
as this Colony is concerned, the ques-
tion is not even in dispute.. :

The Asiatic Leaders

The Asiatic ' leaders ' themselves
have always acquicsced in the prin-
ciple of excluding fresh immigration,

© % No ohe wants it,” as Mr. Gandhi
admits in the letter which we pub-
" lished on Monday. - He goes on, by
-~ the way, to say that *the Registration
Act cannot stop .it,™ to which the
obvious retort 1s that under present
conditions that must remain a matter
of opinten. The Government experts
_‘maintain, not only that the Registea-
tion “Act will stop fresh immigration,
" buf that it is the only available means
. of stopping it, and- the public have
‘supported the Act on the strength of
that assurance. In the third place,
* as we are dealing with Mr. Gandhi’s
letter, we venture to describe the
whole of his comparison of deporta-
tion under the Immigration Law with:
what he calls “ ordinary deportation,

explaining it as pena! servitude'in a|

foreign seitlement, as the most un-
mitigated nonsense.  Mr. Gandhi
would prefer the prospect, itseems, of
being treated likea "* native rebel sent
from Natal toSt. Helena,” or of being
“shipped like a.lrench murderer to
Cayenne, to the knowledge that he
has the freedom of the whole world.
except the . one particular country
whose laws he finds oppressive. If
those were really his sentiments, we
could only ascribe them to a strangely
perverted passion for martyrdomn, But
‘of course they are nothing of the kind,
and no one supposes iL for 2 moment,
and Mr. Gandhi has simply over
reached ‘himself in his anxiety as a
good controversialist to depict the ob-
vigus hardship of any form of deport-
"ation.  LEveryone knows that there
will be broken homes.and Rnancial
ruin and infinite distress i the Asia-
tic community remain recalcitrant up
to the point of being deported, but it
C )

1sm.

is a sheer waste of time to pretend
that there are pleasant methods of de-
pertation which have been deliberite-
ly rejected by the ‘Transvaal Govern-
ment in favour of an “ act of harbar-

»

The Religious Objection

The last false issue which we wish
to dispel is rather a delicate one. It
is contained in thé new assumiption
that the essential part of the passive
resistance niovement is a scruple on
the seore-of religion.  If that assump-
tion werte true, it woyld appeal with

‘hmmense force to any. British com-

munity, and the mere possibility of
its being true is evidently putting a
serious strain on a certain section of
the public. We nced only instance
the letter which Mr. Joseph J. Doke
bas-addressed to the Press and the
open sympathy of Mr. William Hos-
ken.  But is religion, in the proper
sense of the word, at the root of the
objection to registration? Has it
anything whatever to do with it? 1Is
it even suggested that any of the
finger-print formalities and so on are
rcpughant to any religious creed as
such? Is it conceivable that a man
like Sir Richard Solomon, who con-
tributed a weighty defence of the
Registration  Law  to . yesterday’s
HMorning Fost, would have consented
to the Law for a monrent if that were
the case ? Why did we never hear of
these religious scruples in the begin-’
ning? . Is not the real truth of the.
matter that they bave been evolved
in the course of the controversy, and’
that when the Asiatic leaders speak,
as they speak now, of a “religious
struggle” they simply mean a tonscien-
tious objection to performing an act
which they assert to be socially -de-
drading ?  The essence of the Asiatic
case, as we understand it, is not can-
tained in any of these arguments, It
is not that deportation is illegal, nor
that it is deliberately planned in a
peculiarly barbarous form. They .do
not claim free immigration lur the
futurg nor reljef from a process of
registration which violates their reli-

ilitie What  they
really resent is that the Registration
Law, backed by the Immigration Law,
marks them out from other elements

-in the commumty—that it is differen-

tial legislation. They dishike perform-
ing an act which it is not required of
other . pecple. Their objection, in
short, is a social objection, and that
fact should be kept steadily in view
in dealing with controversialists like
Mbr. Harold Cox, who really knocks
the whole bottom out of the social
argument by his  admission -~ that
Snuth Africa must always remain in a
sense- a * black man's country.” | 1t
is the possible eifect on the native
races, who live under diflfereatial leg-
islation themselves, which miakes it
impossible in our opinion for the
Government  to yield o agitation
withoul loss of prestize now  that

A Reply from Mr. Gandhi

‘Mr. Gandhi replies as follows :—

In your survey of the Asiatic ques-
tion you say: “It is the possible
effiect on the pative races, who live
under differential legislation. - ther.-

yield to agitation without loss of

far as they have.” May one infer
from this that “if things had net

case would, in your opinion, be strong
enough to require a reconsideration ?
However, whether the inference is
justificd or not, with your permission,

aspect of the question,

wore a religions aspect at the first
mnass meeting, at the .old Empire

when the now famous solemn covenant
not to submit to the Asiatic Act was,
aiter due deliberation, made by Brit-
ish Indians.

in the Bill and has always been point-
ed out as a ground of complaint. . In
my humble opinion, the solemn obli
gation by itself constitutes sullicient
religious objection against the Act
And a State that overbears such an
abjection on the part of its_inhabit-
ants fails to fulfil its primary duty to
respect conscientious scruples, | |

" I shall now endeavour to place be-
fore the public the general teligious
objection. A and B are resident in
the same State. B is charged with
having committed a {raud.  Although
both A and B have demanded a pub-

lic inquiry into the charges, and ..

fraud bas never been proved ; yet A
and his childrea over the age of
eight years, in common with B, are
called upon to submit to a punitive
measure on ‘account of B's alleged
fraud.” Il A accept that measure,
and, for that matter eveu B, either
does violence to his religion, because:

invonvenience or loss, - The position

the Colony., “This would be the es-
sential religious objection, even it
there were no ‘binding oath and no
discrimination agunst a  particular
religion. ' :

Jf it be true that the Asiatic teeling
hus becn intensely roused, a conces-
sion to that foeling, instead of pro-
ducing an injurious cfiect on  the
native mind, would produce a rens-
suring oftect, in that, iV 1he sentiments
of oae unrepresented class are res-

alio, it will be argued, are Jikely to be
respacteds  I'restige is a hizh horse
which, under coneeivable circumstan-
cus, may briag down the rider, if he

things bave gone as far as they have, |

do nut take care,

'

selves, which makes it impossible in.
our opinion for the CGovernment to.

The - disqualification-
against Turkish Mahoniedans on ‘the .
ground of religion was then present-

he surrenders his manhood and his-
conscience throngh fear of personal

picted, those of another such class .

prestige now that things have gone as -

gone as far as they have ” the Asiatic

-1 would merely deal with the religious -

I beg to remind you that the matter

- Theatre, in the September of 1906, -

of A and B is that of every Asiatic in' |
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Notes on the Campaign

Telegraphing on Wednesday, the

Londog cgrresgpoudént of the AMer-
Says = i

‘“'thaae excellent official authority
tor stating that the Imperial Govera-
ment do not intend to interfere In te-
gard to the Transvaal Indians, being
convinced of the inexpediency of such
a step so soon after the grant of Res-
ponsible Government. Nevertheless,

_ the regret is expressed by his Majes-

" .cost of deportation.

ty'’s Government that the Transvaal
_authorities should not have found it
possible to refrain at present§ from
taking the action in view, having re
gard to Imperial policy, and also the
The guarding
of the Natal irontier, it is felt, will be
a difficult task, and is likely to. lead to
bribery and corruption,

The two Pretoria Indians named
Sheth and Toolsie who were defended
by Mr. Berrange on the charge ol be-

" -ing in the Transvaal Colony without

Permit required by law, were brought
vp on remand at the Court on the 7th

" inst. before Major Dixon (A.R.M.),

the former being prdered to leave the
Colony by the z1st inst., and the latter
_ by the raths inst,, . -

“ Can we deport ?* asks a special
correspondent of the Rand Darly

Matl. . The writer quotes the late Sir |

Henry Jenkyn’s * British Rule and
Jurisdiction beyond the Seas” which

" holds that “the power to, make laws

for the peace, grder, and good govern-
ment of the colony confines colonial

_ legislation to the territorial limits of

- the colony.”

The following telegram has been
received :  “ African Political Organ-
isation in conference assembled at
Indwe unanimously passed resolution
of sincerest sympathy in your struggle

under the persecution you are under-

going.”

Rey. Dr. M. A. Ross, of the 8.

" George's Presbyterian Church, Johan-

nesburg, writes as follows to the
\ Lransvast Leader—

It seems to me that the question of
the Indian lmmigration cannot rest
where it is. In the overwhelming
judgmen_t of the Transyaal people,
registration is-necessary in the present
stage of our development, for the pro-

- tection of the white population. As

I understand, the Indians do not
question the necessity for some effect-
ive method of restricting immigration ;
but what they say is, “\Ve object to
the mode of registration, as it is the
mode used for the registration and
identification not of ordinary, but
only of dangerous, criminals.” The
objection is valid, and ought to weigh.
Not enly they, but we ou rselves, will
be the sufferers if we close our ears to
tins plea of huwanity, 1 hope our
Governmeut will see its Way o devise
some elfective. means of registration,

1

which will not-carry the brand of de-
gradation in the eyes of our fellow-
subjects. - : .

Mr. Ally has been interviewed at
Cape Town by a Nafal Mercury re-
presentative.  He gives it a5 bis
opinion that if the Govern-unent ol the
Transvaal were to meet the leaders
on the other side, and accept the
voluntary registration of thumb-prints
and, even the 18 finger-prints which
the regulations require, they would be
cheerfully given. They avould then
receive new permits in ¢xchange for
those which were issued in 1903, and
he believed the whole difficulty would
be settled. It is compulsory registra-
tion to which they took exception.

Mr. H. P. Kendall, in a letter to
the Transvaal Leader, says:

I mix largely with. the Johamnes-
burgers, and I inform General Smuts
that he misreads the mind of the peo-
ple of Johannesburg il he conceives
that Asiatics are without LEuropean
sympathy. Indeed, the volume of
sympathy is increasing day by day,
and if General Smuts insists on un-
necessarily making martyrs of Astatics,
I doubt not but that the British ins-
tinct of the men of Johannesburg will
rise against the persecution of men
who rizhtly or wrongly, are offering
opposition tb the Registration Act
on the grounds of cunscience.  Gen-
eral Smuts is known to be strong, but
his strength would be- obstinacy if he
declined to listen to reason and to
the warnings giverr to him, in time,
by many of his supporters, of whom,
as I have already said, I count myself
one,

Instructions emanating from the
Colonial Secretary’s Office have been
received by the various Sub-Commis-
sioners of the Transvaal Town Police,

requesting that a certain number -of

men frow that force be selected, pro-
visionally, to -act as * Inspectors of
Asiatics,” says the Zeader. The ins:
pectors will first of all parade all Asia-
tics residing in locations for the pur-

pose of drawing up a list of those’

‘men who are without registration cer-
tificates. All Asiatic storekeepers with-
in the various Municipal areas will
also be visited for the purpose of
completing the list of those of their
number who have failed to comply
with the Asiatic Immigration Restric-
tion Act. The names of men selected
for this work have already been sub-
mitted to the authurities in Pretoria,
but up to the present the chiet of the
TI.P. has not been instructed to
proceed with the work, :

The arrest of men, with wives and
chi.ldren born in the Transvaal, makes
painiul reading, writes a correspondent
named E. Manley in the Trarspaal
Leader.  Should the husband be de-
ported, the family must follow, whither
no one knows, and without money
also, perhaps, for many of the race
are poor.  Personally, T <lo not think

the Government capable of such cruel-
ty. The festival in memory of Himi
whosaid * Do unto others as ye woujd
they should do unto you” has just
concluded, and surely it is possible, .
without offending the susceptibilities
and relizion of members of a civilisa-
tion older than our -own, to~devise -
means less  objectionable than the
linger-print  system, compliance .with
which would seem degrading.

At g mecting of the White League
at Pietersburg, when resolutions were
passed approving of the Government's
action in regard to the Asjatics, Mr.
Munnik, M.L.A., who presided, said
he had recently interviewed the. Pre-
mier and asked that the Government -
should not give way one iota, but Mr, :
Botha replied that the back of the
Government did not require stiffening
in the matter.

In connection with the refusal of
trade licences to Indians the Chair-
man of the British Indian Association
has written to the Receiver of Reven-
ues and says ) Lo

On behalf of my Association, there-
fore, I beg formally to informd you
that, as the large majority of lliritish
Indians have for conscientious reasons
declined to submit to the Asiatic Law .
Amendment Act, and as it is not
possible for Indian traders or hawkers’

‘to earn their living otherwise than as.

traders or hawkers, they are reluct-
antly compelled to continue their
trade without proper licences. 1 may
further add that, should the notice re-
garding ‘licences be withdrawn and
should you be pleased to grant licen-
ces, on a notification from you, the’
licence fe¢ will be immediately paid
and licences taken out by British In.’
dian traders and hawkers. ;

Mr. Essop Mia, has received the -
following reply from the Receiver of
Revenue :— . :

1 have the honour to acknowledge ;
the receipt of your communication of
the 4th inst. written on behalf of the -
British Indian Assoeiation, disclosing
the intention of Indian Traders to:
continue trading without proper licen- -
ces, and advising that in the event of
the withdrawal of the notice appearing
in the Press relative to the renewal of
Licences for 1908, licences will 'be
immediately ‘taken out. .

In reply I beg to point out to you
that Indian traders who are disposed
to contravenc the law in the manner™
indicated render themselves liable to

.the provisions of the Revenue Licen-

ce Ordinance 1gos which imposes
heavy penalties on any persons carry-
ing on any trade or business withont
being in possession of a licence, irres-
pective of whether the persons are
offenders against the requirements of
any other statute or not. '
The Press Notice on the subject of
Renewal of Licences 1908 'is notof 2
statutory character, but merely an'ad-
visory notice inserted in the papers
for the information and guidance of

! ]
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the business community.

ation or withdrawal has no force or

effect on the question at issue.
I need scarcely reiterate what 1s

" now so well understood, namely that

.

my action in refusing to issue licences |

to Asiatic traders without producllon

of their certificates of registration is
governed by the Asiatic Law Amend-

ment Act 1goy Section 13.

On Friday 14 Asiatics approached .
- the Municipal authorities at Roode- :

poort, laid down the annual licence
moniey—iive pounds—and their expir-
ed licences, and requested renewals.
These latter were refused; the Town
Clerk intimating that such refusals
were made in ace cordance with instruc-
tions received from the Colonial Sec-

. retary.

- The* Leader reporter learns that a

loss ol revenue to the tune of some-
thing like £600 will be sustained by
the Roodepoort-Maraisburg Munici-
pality owing'to the operation of new
legislation - affecting  Asiatics. In

‘Krugersdorp the loss will be greater.

It is pointed out, however, that in the
of Asiatic ;

event of the exclusion
traders, most of the lost revenue which
hitherto accrued from the I[ndian |
source will be recovered from Europ-
ean traders who will, doubtless, apply
for and take up the lapsed licences.

'

Mr. Mahomed Suleman, ot Wak-

kerstroom, T'ransvaal, writes informring

us that &n application for his annua]
licence it was refused on the ground
that he had not registered under the
new act, neverthf.lesa. Mr. Suliman m-

; tends to contmue to trade,

" Gandhi.of some of the cheap notoriety |

. Instrumentality of your paper, 1 think |

The follomnu appeared in thc FPre- |

fgria News:—

Sir,—I notice in severa! issues of |
your paper you refer to Mr, K. Gandhi
as ' Mr. Advocate Gandhi,” and as
an “Indian Barrister.” X Gandhi |
is not an advocate. He is an attarney.
While I am sorey to deprive ** Mr.”

which he has obtained through the

-+ you will agree thit it is better not to

-

deceive the publie by' giving this |
nigger a title to which he has no right .
and for which he possesses no qunli
fications. You see, while * Mr.” Gan-
dhi possesses 'the inherent low cun-
ning of his race, he has not the
‘education which would entitle him Lo
admission as an advocate of the Sup-
reme Court in this Colony.—I am etc.,,

* KCIRTAPR.”
[Mr. Gandhi should at lenst be able

., to teach our correspondent some-

]
i

thing about courtesy and good
manners, We trust the attorneys
of Pretoria will appreciate the point
,of view- ol' a man who thinks ** low
‘cupming " a qualification for the
profession of a solicitor- though
not for a barcister.——=Hd
Nows, | ,

Its public- .

. Preloria

To which the Editor of INDIAN
Orixion replied :

Whilst T do not attach any import-
“ance to the vulgar buffocnery of the
correspondent whose letter you pub-
lished and commentedupon, neverthe-
less it is quite possiblethatthe opinion
of some people may be that Mr. Gan-
dhi has been masquerading or has led
i himself to be bedecked with plumes
twhich he is not entitled to wear,
"The facts are these: Mr. Gandhi is
the son of an Indian Prime Minister.
He is an undergraduate of l.ondon
University, a Barrister of the Inner
Temple, an Advocate of the High
Court of Bombay and the Supreme
Court of Natal, and could have been,
had he choosen, an Advocate of the
Supreme Court of the Transvaal. As
a barrister, he had the option of
practlsuw as nn attorney ar an advo-
cate in this Colony, and, for various
reasons, he chose the side-lhr in pre-
fercnce to the Bar. It is competent
for him to cease practice for six
months and to apply for admission
as an Advocate of the Supreme Court
of this Colony.

The Bombay Anjuman Islam has
| appointed Mr. fhina, Barrister-at-Law,
to proceed to England and there to
| place the position of the Transvaal
! Indians before the people of England
;and to do all in his power to create
| public opinion in favour ol a settle-
ment of the Asiatic difficulty in the
Colonies.
—

Mr. G P Vyas and other Pretorm
ndmns were before the court again
1 Thursday and charged with not

complying with the order to leave the
colony, The case was ad_]ourned until
to-day (Friday).

1 r————
{ The ]ohnnnesburg correspondent
1 of the Natal Mereury states that letters
i have passed between Mr. Gandhi, the
! leader of the Asiatics, and the Private
i Secretary to Mr, Sinuts.  Mr. Gandhi
' wrote that, in his opinion, the speech
'by Mr. Smuts, on Saturday evening,
| showed that a great deal of mlsunder-
standing existed with reference to the
Aslatic Act, and, as he desired to serve

| desire to serve his countrymen, he
i asked to be allowed to wait upon Mr,
i Smuts, and place the position: before
| him. : :
+  Inreply the Private Secretary to Mr.
: Smuts says :—*The Colonial Secretary
| is not conscious of any misunderstand-
4 iog on his part in reference to the Act,
rand that Mr. Smuts has nothing to
_add to his speech, not being aware
‘that any wseful purpose would be
s served at this stage by the proposed
interview.”

. Tt has been suggested by a writer
in the Ramd Darly Mailthat,inorderto
I abviate the present difficulty, a law
should be passed compelling every-
one in the Trangysad 10 recister with
+ fluger-prints, .

' the Government, consistent with his |-

1 of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji.

Reuter telegraphs as follows :

Johannesburg, Jan. g—The Wit-
waterstrand Church Council has in-
vestigated the plea of the Asiatics,
and passed a resolution to the effect
that the Registration Act was an in-
terference with the religious prejud-
ices of the Asiatics, and praying the
Government to make some revision
of the obnoxious restrictions,

The ZLeader to-day urges 2 com-
promise on the lines already tele-
graphed, and asks: * Does it matter
if the registration is done under one
Act or under another, provided it is
done ?” The Leadsr refers to the
withdrawal of the troops during the
recent riots in Belfast; and the allow-
ance of the clergy to toke command,
as a precedent for the Government to
follow, and presses the Governmeént
to exhaust every method before in-
volving the Colony in a campeign
causing great trouble and expense.

Mass Meeting .in London-
Te Secure Peace in the Emplre
Letter from Lord Roberts
Lord Ampthill's Sympathy

‘Reuter's London Agency cables on
Thursday: Lord Anipthill, a lormer
Governor of Madras, presided at a,
mass meeting to protest against the
action of the Transvaal Government,
regarding  Asiatics, which: had been
arranged under the aegis of the Abek
igines Protection Society, and the
Tiast Indiz Society, with the support
of numerous members of Parliament
of all shades of politicat opinion. The
hall was crowded. Earl Roberts sent
a telegram expressing his suppott of
the object of the meeting. Letters
and telegrams of a like natute wers
read from many other public men who
were unable to attend, .

Lord Ampthill, in his speech; advo-
cated the consideration of the question
in a non-party Spirit, and the avoid-
ance of recrimination, No politicat
party would deny to the Colonists the
general right to preserve the Transvaal
as a2 white man’s country, The Indi-
ans did not dispute that. (Cries of
“No, no.”) The Indians, however,
should not be humiliated under the .
British flag. and the pledges of the
Xing and the Imperial Government
should not be set at nought by British
subjects. The object of the meeting
was not humanitarian or sentimental,
but it was to secure peace in the
Empire.

" Dapapual NacroJI.  Indiz reporta
satisfactory news regarding the health’
It is dn-
nounced that he is slowly and steadily
making progress, at his family resi-
dence at Varsova, near Bombay, un-
der the care of his grand-daughter;
whois a M 1. Zdirtinrgh Univers

bikys
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The Press on the Trans=
vaal Situation

Farther Interesiing Comments‘

The references to the Transvaal |

Asiatic question by the South Alrean

press are 50 NMErous and lengthy !

that we areronly able to give the fol-

lowing bricf extracts from the more.

important journals - ) '

The Friend (Blocmfontueiny writes

On 2 matter of form Asiulic sentiment
should be careflly consideral, fui that i< a
+ difterent thisg from waising vial provisions,
The European population ol the Transvual
have in our view a right o regalale oreven
to excluile all Asiatic immigration.  Dut
thete are some thousands of Asttics ‘whu are
already lawlul residents, and the Govermment
would not he justified in altering at this <Iate
the terms of their residence in & manner pre-
-judieial w their freadom or property or.sell-
respect. Or, supposing such alteration to
be drsential in the ioterests of the white
population, those Asiatics who were unwilling
1o accept the new law shonkd be q}ﬂcrcd
ecampensation, i they chnse 1o quit the
country.

There is much o be said forthe suggestion
of the Aforning Post thut compensation, il
due at all, shonld Le paid by the Duperial
Government, It is to be remembered that
it was the Dnperial Government which, by
cramping the action of President Kruger's
adminisiralion, securcd the Asiaties their
“footing in the Transvaal and their vested
rights thenee accruing,  We cannot believe,
however, that the ‘Transvial Govuernmeat
would shirk any proportion of payment which
niight appear to be their own linbility, The
vital point for them is to have -their right
acknowledged to fix terms for the residence

* of Asiatics in their colony, not fo escape
pryment of compensation to those whose
vested rghts may sufter thereby.  What can.
not be entertuined is the propoasal (o submit
Asiatic legislution to an Tmperial Conference
or a joint commitlee, or any other outside
autherity, saving always the King's, s
veto is the only one (hat any self-goveming
colony can recognise.  The King has been
- pleased to approve the Registration and 1mn.
_ .migratian Acts, and the only.cquestion that

remains is whether the Transvaal and the
Imperial Government see their way to confer
‘as to what compensation, if any, it may be
sppropriate to give to sny sulferers under
these new laws, The Transvial Asiatics; it
they feel they cannot self-respectingly sub-
mit, would be advised (o confine thelr resist-
ance 10 3 {omal protest, and to leave the
calony, sending their appeal for compensa-
tion to the Imperial Govennuent. The white
people in the Trunsvual must protect them-
selves, but we are, sute they wish to do nu
mjustice to the membets of uny olher mee,
v .

Thé Pretonas News, under the
heading * An Imperial Matter,” re-
marks : B

The Asiatic question in the Transvanl may |

be said, without hyp-r bole, to be agilating
the whale of the British Empire, - [ransvaat
hardly seems to realise the seriousaess of the
business from an Imperial point of view,
v o We have heard that Nero, the -
spenkable, fiddled when Rume was hurning.
The British Lwpire is not burning—yet, but
we ate in g fair way in Transvral to set i
afiee. . . . . The Asiatic problem i
this country is at the present moment in 4
condition inconceivably ifficult, wnd ha.
' been allowed to get into that cundition by &
Government which bas fromy the first beea
tactless in handling it, and which has die-
played a stupid obstinacy in its attitwde 30-
wards the leaders of the Indian community
which might have been expected from some
village RBoard, governing a dorp upon the
warches o civilisation, bul certainiy  noi
frow the  speowible Biniaers of o woflafron.
ol oo s, fackily  thore

N
¥

} i ]
; is .1 way of retreat left o the fiovernment,
I the Tmdgration Act De proneanced witne
Uegper By the Comrt, oo the plea that 1ois
| extra-territorial fegishition - it seems almost
I

i

certain that it will be so pronouncid—rthe

Government will be able without loss of
i ignity to admit that they have heen beaten,
am! tiey should lose no time alwt daing so.
©The propor cotitae to pursue now woukd be
Y tomeet e leaders of the agitation, Lo :L?k
I them to define exactly, in what '\'\':l_\',_ and
| repard 1o what cliuses the Registration Acl
contlicts with thefr creed. The Actshoukd
then be revised in regard to these particular
matters, bt in sch manner as 1o maintain
the spirtt of Uwe At and of the Immigration
Bill,  We take it that the essentials of hoth
Lilts, which must ber consithered ws a whole,
me kst own efleclive registration of every
Asiatic in Transvani : szeond, the prevention
of any further inumigeation of antndentured
Asiatics to this country. 1t shoukl he quite
easy Lo retain these two importunt principles I
while conceding any minac details the In- l

dians may Jdesire for the sake of a peaceful
sulution of the difhiculty. If the Government ;
tloes not <o this, thinking men in other por.
tions of the Empire will be farced to the !
conclusiun that they are not hoenest, when
they assert, as they have frequently asserted, |
that the objeet of the Registration Aet is not !
i drve from Transvaal Indians already i
legally resident lere, or possessing vested
interests, bt merely 16 prevent any Qirther
immigration,  To impose upon the Indians
now resident in the Tasvaal o lay which
furces them to choose between. deportation
and their religious convictions is practically
to expel threw and i they leave this Colony
mnder those cireumstances, they will even.
tually arrive ten thousanid strong at least in
Incin. There they will constitute themselves
ten thousand missionarics, hlled with that
bitter hate of the British authority which «
sense of injustide cannot fail to produce,

The LZast Rand Exphess, after ex-
pressing a feeling of “devout thankful-
ness, on befalf’ of the East Randite,
that he is not- connected with Johan-
nesbarg, says : - _

Fast Randites have baen .;:ullcd exlr\':rnisls
on the Asintic question, wnl we are quile
preparcd to accept the charge. We are
extremists, and as a result Asiatic slores: un

the Eust Rand are practically non-existent
amd the district, froon the commercial stand-
point, is the most prosperons in the Colony
despite the depression,- But sa' long as the
Asiatics continue in such great force in (he
okher Lowns ef the Colony we are never safe,
The enforcement of the Registration Aet to
the letter will mean that oaly 500 Asintics
will Le left in the Transvaal.  As 1o the
means of enforcement the refusal of licenees
shoudd be sufficicnt without formal expulsions
hecause the Asiatic is-only a parsite. Take
away from him Dis means of cexistenge—that’
of living on the whites—aml he is hoand (s
stcemb, o ¢, Lo It s to be trusted
the Goverpment will carry out the law as
framed atl net be moved by the imhecilities
of writers in the Johannesbury papers,

~ The Times of Natal has been mak-
g myuinies as to the attitude of the
Natal Government and says :

If the Transvaal were to dump over the
border Asiatics who were not d-wniciled th
Natal, and not prepared 10 o to India, the
Natal authoritics woulil promptly put stch
Asiaties back over the Transvazl l.mrdur, hue
Wois not considered likely that any such
necessity will arise, v that there will e any
friction.  The nujotity of the Asialics whom
lh.r: Transvaal Government desiros 10 et rid
of are Lelicved 10 have originably been domi.
ciled in Nutal, In the event of the Transvaal.
anthorities deciding to deport certain Asiatios
who wete not originally from Natal, it is
probable that they wifl be shipped  from
: Delagoa Bay at the expens: of the Transvaal
| Goverpinent, Howevet, nothing is kaown |
H n_ﬂ':d:lll,v oF the iglantiane of g Vrapras pad ‘

Livermanans,  Te mgny the wiser powino +

-
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wonld seem to be to put the leading agitators
in.prison for a periad, in- which case jt is
Hkely that the majority of the Indians
catitled o remain in the Yransvaal would
register fn the onlinary way.

The Nalal IWituess remarks:

As wi have said Lefore, our own local
problem is snfficiently serious withow! heisg
Turther complicated by an mrush ol Indians
from the Transvaal,  The Transvaal people
ouly wish to cicar thicir own territory of these

peoples- it is a matter of no concern to them’

whetlier they settle in Natal, and it 'is the
duty of the Natal Government to see that the
danger which undoubtedly bxists of an in-
vasiait ol this sorlis removed.
doubt that the Government is guite conscious

‘of its duty in this. respect, but it is just pos-

sible that, in the face of the other senous
and important fuestions which are at present
engaging their atteation, this matter may
esenpe their attention, We suggest that, in

order to satisly the public mind on' the puint, -

a hist oe published in the Gasette every week
showing the ntmber of Indians entering
‘Natal from the Transvaal without peérmits
and rthe number leaving Durban for India.
We will then be asswred that the Transvaal
Act is being thoronghly carried out and that
Natal is not heing used as a dumping ground

: for undesirnldes from another Colony.

The Limes of Natal pointﬁ out :

The real difficulty of the Transvaal will
crep up in_connection with the attempterd
careving out of the provisions of the Immi-
gration Restriction Act. Unless tlie maritime
colonies cansent to co-operate and to place
themselves perhaps in & somewhat invidious

position, we fail to see how the Transvaal -

Government can deport 4 single Asintic, It
can send them to Hs own bowders, but not a
yard beyond.  Natal will -certainly not con-
sent to reeeive iy Asiatics ather than those
originally damiciled in this colony,

A

1)

Vhe Natal M ttness, after comment-

.inyg upon the gravity of the ¢risis and

the Imperial issues involved, says :

Now arises the question of deportation,
and the right of any Government to enforce
it. Mr, L. E. Neame, who deals with: the
subject with characieristic breadth of mind,
inan article in the Kmpire Revicw, says
*Under no Act can anyone coloured or \vllile.
be pul acioss the border. A man may be
ordered 1o leaye. '
for not ebeving that vrder. ~ Bt he cannot
be conveyed to the border and physically

mpelled across it into some other State,”

- =+ Wehave looked in vain so far for
auy  swgnrestion of & middle coorse, the
adoption of which might form. a4 way out of
the difliculty without uny loss of dignity on
the pari of the Govermment.  IF it were Pos-
sible to medily the Act in such a way as 1o
make it less objectionable to the people it
applies to without destroving its principle,
the present trouble might be gol grer. We
do nut know if it is possible for the Transvaal
Government to make such a concession with-
out conlessing their inability to enforce a law
which they have

of the Colony, But we enrnestly hope that

some menns of conciliation may be arrived it.

Ivis obwious that even if the Transvaal wins
the struggle, and compels the Asiatics 10
subimission, it will vily be doné at the ex-
pense of abitlerness of feeling between the
Indinn pauple aml the remainder of the
Lwnpire, which will eertainly not be to the
best advantage of either, Itis in this respept
thut the maticr is one of Imperial impurtanc .,
and not merely a local question, and in this
cotnectinn we lind ourselves in agreement
with the 7¥wes, in its suggestion that' the
whole matterof  Asiatic immigration shonld
furin the subject of a conference of the. Iin.
perial Secretariat. '

The Lonrenco '.!farymrs Guardrarn

bas 1he Ollowing remarkable opinion s.

Mr. lordan, wile nuively gxpresged the

1

We have no:

ile may be inprisoned .

Elaccd on the statute books,



