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NOTES AND NEWS

N

ment of India, left for Pretoria last Sunday in

connection with immigration and other
matters. He is expected to return on Wednest.lay
the 30th instant. In the course of an interview
with Reuter, the Agent said the admission of Indians
into the Typographical Unicn was pnrely a trade
union matter. These Indians, Sir Karma said, were
seeking no political rights, and those who wished to
attach political significance to the matter were a
little unfair. The expianation given by the Typo-
graphical Union ought to satisfy everyone,

SIR KURMA V, REDDI, Agent of the Govern-

Indians will not be satisfied until complete
equality is given them in everything in the eye of
the law. The admission of Indians in the Typo-
graphical Union is yet partial and according to the
explanation of the Union it was not prompted by
any philanthropic motives. To that extent the step
is certainly to be regretted. We would have wished
that the step had heeu tuken in a spirit of fairolay
and not merely by force of circnmstances. How-
ever that spirit has yet to be cultivated by “civilized”
South Africa. Maeanwhile one has to be thankful
for the little mercies shown.

The report of the Finance Committe of the Dar-
ban Town Council which was presented by Mr, H.
L. Buozzard, chairman of the Committee, at the
Town Council meeting, clicited that the total ex-
penditare for the year is estimated at £2,642,943,
and the total revenue £2,663,142, leaving & surplus
of £19,899, Mr. Buzzard stated that if the Native
boycott of the beer halls continnes a heavy loss will
ensue, and the welfare of the Natives will be
Berioualy affected, as in thess circumstances the
Couneil could not provide housing schemes, play-
grounds, ete. The moral to be drawn by Natives
from this is that their salvation depends eatirely on
dripking beer!

. An appeal against the licensing officer’s decision
In refasing a new licence to R. R, Gopaul was made
before the City Council on Tuesday by Mr. C.
Brokenshe. The application was for a fresh produce
dealer’s licence for 275a, Pietermaritz Street. Mr.
Brokensha stated that the applicant was a man of
the highest integrity, A decision was arrived at in
camera, the resoit being that the conneil vpheld the
decision of the licensing officer, the appeal being
dismissed.

—

Mahatma @andhi writes in Y oung’ India :—

The deputation from Kenya is to be con tulated
on ia_king a firm stand sbout, the fnndameirlzls, not
that justice will be done 1o them on that account,.
The anya Europeans have go entrenched themseives
88 to dictate terms to the anthorities in Downing
Justice therefore ¢an only be expceted if
they could. develop the spirit of civil resiatance or
wein India could assert ourselves, RBut whether
our countrymen overseas conlg show resistance or

not or whether we'in India conld clothe them with
protection or not, we may not voluntarily sorrender
the principle of equality, The franchise must be
common to all and there should be equal property
rights.

SASTRI COLLEGE+

HE opening of the Sastri College last
week by His Excellency the Governor-

General was an event that will be noted
in the history of Indians in South Africa.
It was indeed a unique honour for which
the Indian community will ever be thankful
to His Excellency. Mr. Sastri is a great
educationalist and he was very rightly able
to see that the community was starved in
so far as education was concerned and with-
out education it was impossible for the
people to rise.  He, therefore, exhausted all
his energy in that part of the work and by his
eloquence and magnetic personality he was
able to reach the hearts of our krethren and
drew from them a sacrifice - which they had
never before made. Mr. Sastri’s dream has
now been realised. The College which he
had pictured in his mind stands now in
reality. Sir Kurma has described poeti-
cally what the College stands for, namely,

"Culture, Civilisation, Truth and Beauty.

It has received the blessings of eminent
persons. What is now anxiously awaited is
the fruits it will bear. That responsi-
bility now rests with the Union Government,
the Provincial Administration and the
Education Department. If the policy of
the Government is to starve Indians out
of this country, and that is what it appears
to be to the man who finds himself thrown
out of employment after years of honest
service for no other fault than that of the
colour of his skin, then this magnificent
building will serve the purpose only of a
tomb. But if that is not the policy of
the Government and it is really to uplift the
resident Indians as professed in the Cape-
town Agreement, so that they may be
enabled to live up to the standard of the
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European in this country then ejual oppor-
tunities in every walk of life will have to be
given them simultaneously with the extended
facilities for education, For it will be im-
possible for people who are unable even to
earn their bread and butter to think of the
education of their children.

This much is required for the pasents to
enable them to educate their children. Then
there is the question of the standard of
education. If the standard is to be the
same as that existing in European schools,
and that is indeed what it must be,
then the authorities will have to be a little
more generous in spending on Indian edu-
cation than they have hitherto been. The
excuse that [ndians themselves have done
nothing in that connection will no longer
hold water. They have done what no other
community has done on its own for educa-
tion. The Sastri- College will ever remain
a witness to that fact. It is therefore,
now up to the authorities to prove their
sincerity as Indians have doné thgirs and
make the institution a living one.J

| The Late rHaiée_ Mahomed
Cassim Coovadia

. The passing away of Mr. Hajee Mabomed Cassim
Coovadia has removed from the life of the Indian
community of Durban yet ancther old resident.
The late Mr, Coovddia was the regident partner
of the old established firm of Measrs. Hoosen
Casgim and Co,, and was 67 years of age. The
deceased was in his normal health till the morning
of his death (Tuesday.)’ The previous evening he
had himself attended a faneral and the usual even-
ing prayer at. the West Street Mosque of which he
was one of the trustees for the last 35 years,

.After rising as ussal in the early morning on
Tneaday and getting ready for his prayer at 4 o’clock
he was seized by a paralytic stroke and died within
a few minutes. '

The late Mr. Coovadia who hailed from a village
near Kathore in the Surat District landed in Duarban
in the year 1383. He wasa snccesafnl businessman
and was much respected by the Indian merchants
and had a large cirle of European friends.

_He had identified himselt during his long resi-
dence in Durban with many publio works and
jnstitntions. He was the president of the old
Nata 1Indian Congress ‘and the Anjnman Islam,
and a trustee of tha Anjoman. Islam School
in Pine Street. The need for higher education
. for Indiaps was recognised by the Indian -com-
" munpity over 20 years ago, and ao institution was
opened in Grey Street, known as the Indian Edaca-
tional Institute, primarily throngh the indefatigable
help and influence of the deceased, who was for
many years ita president. For the rocently opened
Sastri College he gave a sum of £300 to the fund
raised by the Rt. Hon. Mr. Sastri. In India he
had built and endowed a Musafarkhana (guest house)
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at Kim, District Surnt, which will ever remnin a
menument to his memory.  The deceased had been
twico on pilgrimage to Mccen,

The Pine Streot achool was closad for the day as
a mark of respect to the late Mr, Coovadia.

The remains of the deceased ware laid to rest a
the Mahnmedan cemectery with prayera led by the
Mosque priest, Kmam Chotoomis.

The funeral waa attandad by a large mamber of
prorainent Indians and Ruropeans.

Indiana from Maritzbarg, Stanger, Port Shepsione
and all over Natal wers represonted., Thera were
numerons wreaths and telegrams of condolence,
Wreaths from the following were prominent: A. T,
Reid, C. F, Clarkson, Last Asiatie Co., Ltd., King
and Sons, R. B. Calder, Natal Indian Congress, 3. A,
Indian Congress and the Orient Club,

The deceased leaves 3 widow, son and two
danghters to mourn their irreparable loss. We ex-

tend to them and the bereaved family our heartfelt
sympathy,

Supreme Court Judgment

In An Immigration Case

In tho Sapreme Ceurt, Pretoria, Mr. Justice Barry,
on Monday October 14, delivered judgment in the
matter of Soobath Khan and the Principal Immigra-
tion Officer, a stated cuse snbmitted by the Appeal
Board in terms of Act 22 of 1913,

In May, 1913, Sayed Khan, an Indian resident of
the Transvaal and the holder of a certificate of regia-
tration, applied for the admission of Soobath Khan, a
minor of 12, of whom he said he was the father.
On the duclarations made, the minor was poermitted
to enter and a certificats of registration granted. In
Septembe. of last year the Tmmigration Officer ascor-
tained that the mimor was not the son of Bayed but
of Sayed's Lrother's.

It was cata lished that the father, uncle and miner
were awars th @t the miner obtained his certificate
on false statenients, and Soobath was motified to
apply fer a condonation permit., The Board came
to the conclusiom that it had discretion to decide as
to cancellation of the certificate and, on the facts,
congidered the case one in which its discretien
should be exercised against cancellation.

In the questions reserved as to the discretion ef
the Board and as to whether Soobath fell under
certain provisions of the Act of 1913, his lordehip
came to the conclusion that, while he remained the
holder of a eertificate, hig rights were safeguarded
and he could not be classified as a prohibited immi.
grant. The Court was unable to exprese an opinion
whether he was exempted under the section without
a finding by the Beard in terms thereof,

As he had succeeded in showing that he was en-
titled to reside in the province and was not a prohi-
bited inmigrant he was entitled to the costs,
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A Popular City Magistrate
Retires

Indian Gommunity’s Presentalion

The following is an extract from a report appear-

ing in the Natal Witness :— ] )

Mr. C. F, W, Hime, who was nine years Senior

Msgistrate of Maritzhurg has now reilred from
service, To mark the occasion some 2( K) persons
representing all sections of the commmunity gathered
at the @ivil Court last Waednésday where representa-
tions were made by the Sonth African Police and
the Indian community and tributes pmid by the
pablic, The lodian community was represented by
Mesers, 3. R. Naidoo, R. B. Maharaj and many
other prominent members, :
he had heen requested in the name of the Indian
eommanity of Maritxburg and District to perform a
plensant taak. The commanity felt it a privilege to
be present and to associate themselves in the fone-
tion. The commurity held Mr., Hime in very high
esteem. Thay found him a just, kind and humane
meagistrate and looked upon him as a friend,

They all appreciated his good services, and ap-
preciated the fact that he was free from racial anti-
pathy ad far as the colour problem was concerned.
Me asked Mr. Hime to accept an oriental-designed
tuble wilh b large brass vase as a token of friendship
and appreciation from the Indian community, The
vase was filled with roges.

Mr. Hime expressed his gratefnlness to Mr. Naidoo
and the Indian eommunity. He very much appre-
ciated their attitee towards bimself, and he could
assure them he always had their interests at heart,

Result Of Lack Of Free
Education For Indians

Boy Reams The Street

An unfortunate position regarding some of the
young Indian beys of the town was revealed before
the mayistrate, Mr, Whitelaw, when an Indian boy
about eight years of age was charged with stealing
8 purse from 4 native woman at the Indian market,
eontaining 2, 9d. :

The boy said he took the money without knowing
what would happen to him, and' did not know why
he did it,

The boy’s father, called before the Magistrate,
said he had lost his wife and there was nobody to
look after the boy, who roamed about all day.

.If yon leave him to roam abont he will learn to be
2 thief ?7—Yea,

Doea he go to achool 7

1t was explained to the Mugistrate that thers was
o pablic school for Indians in Darban where boys
could obtain free eduneation and free books.

Magisirate : This isa state of affaira that seems to
encourage them to hecoms criminals,

The prosecator, Mr. Dawson, agreed that thie was
80, and that sach eages wers exceedingly diffienlt to
deal with.

The Magistrate warned the boy's father that he
must tgoi nokmeor:la t?dlook after the boy while he
wag at work, and to the boy, in di i i
what wonld happen to T e Charging him,
steal.—Nalal Adverliser.

[The Indian oominunity hag been i-equeeting the

sathorities to provide for free and compalsory edg.

-

Mr. 8. R. Naidoo said

cition for Indian children. Instances sach as the
above are more clogquent than any ugpeu'. we coull
make to awaken the authorities to this c¢rying need,

—kd, 1,0.]

Typographical Union And
Indians ’

Further Discussion On Mr. Sampson's
Action .

Why Indians Are Admitted

L}

‘T'ha leader of the National Party in the Transvaal,
Mr. P. G. W. Grobler, Minister of Lands, gave an
explunation of the parlg’s attitnde on the question
of Mr. H. W. Samapson’s endorsement of ther Typo-
graphical Union’s decision to admit Indians at a
meeling at Craighall in support of Mr. J. Duthie,
the Pact candidate for Johannesburg North.

"Notwithstanding the co-operation of the National
and the Laboar members of Parliament in the
Goverpment of the couniry,” the Minister of Lands
is reported to huve said, “no restraint is imposed by
the Pact on the freedoin of action by either party in
respect of its principlesa and its advocaey of the
same, .

“The decision tiken by the Typographical Union
i8 a trade nnion decision which has nothing to do
with the Government, and JMr. Sampson’s opinion
as to the correctnags or nnt of that decision is & per-
sonal one, for which ho slone is responsible and no
one else—mneh lesa the Gavernment,

* With regard to the opinion of Me. Sampsen that
the decision was in accordance with the spirit of the
agreement between the Indian Government and the
Union Government the Minister anid the opinion of
Mr. Bampson concerns Mr. Samnson alone, Whe-
ther be is right or wrong will de pend npon what he
means by the spirit of the agreement, If Mr.
Sampson thereby wished to convey that the agree.
ment favnared free acecss and free intercourse ag
between European and Agistie in the vairious walka
of national life, ke is completely mistaken, and 1,
fof one, mnst repudiate such an idea, :

Why Mr. Sampson Resigned

Mr. H. W. Sampeon’s resigpation from the presi-
deney of the Sonth African Typographicsl Union
had nothing to do with the question of admitting
Indians to the membership of the Union, according
to an official staternent which is a5 follows ;—

“Avising out of Mr. Sampson’s presidential
address at the opening of the soventeeth con-
ference of the union at Darban on September
30, it was unanimously decided as follows :
“This seventreth conference of the South Afri-
can Typographical Union, recognising that sach
resignalion is occasioned by the position he
holds 48 n Cadinag Miniater, accapty the resigna-
tion of Mr. H. W. Sampson from the office of
president of our upion with rincers regret, and
in recognition of hia ontatanding services to the
union in that capacity for a period of 2¢ years,
resolves that he be appointed honorary presi-
dent of the anion for life, and that this resola-
tion shall take effegt immediately at the con-
co;aclur.ion of the sittings of the conference.”

“In regard to certain references which have
appeared in the Press to the effect that Mr.
Sampson’s resignation was due to the unijon’s
action in admitting Indjans to membership, it
I8 neceseary to state that the above repolation .
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was passed during the second day’s session of
the conference, whereas the item on the agenda
of the conference referring to the qnestion of
admitting Indiuns to tnembership was not
reashed nntil the fifth day's session.”

At a meeting of the governing hoard of the S, A,
Typographical Union on Suniday, Oct. 20, in Johan-
neshurg, presided over by Mr. J. -W. Thompson,
acting president of the union, it was unanimously
agreed to isane the following official statement, in
view of the publicity which has recently been given
to the decision of the Soath African Typographical
Union to iocorporate the Natal Indian Drinters’
Society into its ranks :—

The admission of the Natal! Indian Printers'
Society was the only logleal course opon to the
Typegraphical Union. The latter could net aiford
to stand by any longer and see the ground cat from
under the feet of the whites (employers and em-
ployees), while others shouted about the Indian
menace but provided no practical solution,
memnhers have grown tired of politiciana who rave
against the presence of the Indian population and
tall about indunstrial segregation withont knowing
what they mean exactly by such pegregation, while
those engaged in theindustry felt helpless in their
endeavours to save the gradual transfer of work to
purely Indian establishments through inaction on
their own part.

Knocking At The Door

For the last 14 yoars the Indian printers in” Nutal,
who are practically all South African born, and
whoge residence is confined to Natal under the im-
migration laws, have been koocking at the door of
our union and demmanding admission. The admission
of coloured people in the Cape has certainly not
proved disadvantageous to the whites, but rather the
contrary, a8 industrial statistics show, but in this
matter the reat of the membera of onr union have
always allowed themselves to be guided by our
Natal branches, and they bave, until recently,
opposed their admission. )

Parallel union (the present policy of the trade
union movement) was then tried. This may have
bensfitted the Indians to some extent, bat certainly
did not provent Indian encroachment, and our
present step may be taken as8 connoting the failare
of that policy.

National Agreement

While the national agreement was entored into to
meet the views of eur Natal branches, Indlane hnd
to be specially exempted from the clauses making
membership of the Typographical Union compulsory
on all persons engaged in the industry, while the
wages and other conditions Juid down in the agree-
ment were sapposed to upply to them. There has
always existed a class of employer in Natal who has
exploited these Indian workers, und in sowme estab-
Yishments Indians only have been employed in all
branches of the trade. It was obvious to all that the
terme of the national agreement were not being ob-
served in such establishments, but it was very difli-
cnlt to get evidence from the Indian workers,
owing to our attempts to segregute them. Appeals
to the Indian Printers’ Soclety were nseless.

Strong Feeling In Natal

Then came the conference batween reprefenia-
tives of the Onion Government and India, The result
of which was the withdrawal of the Class Areas Bill
and the substitution of the present agreement, The
question of absorbing the Indian operatives into the
Typographical Union and the Indian employers into
the Master Printers’ Federation was then discnssed,
but because of the strong feeling of Naial repre-
gentatives at that time against thie course and be-
cange of an undertaking on the part of Natal em-

Oar.

ployers that they wonld gradnally replace the
Indiang with whites, the council dacided to continne-
the policy of excmpting Indians fromn membership,

Things bave moved more rapidly since then..
Encmonchments bemune more nuwmerons, bat evi-
dence to secure convictionn more dilfienlt to obtain.
Farthermore, Indians depossd from c¢mployment in
purauance of the white pnlicy merely set np in basi-
ness for themselves, naing white canvassers to secars
orders and unfair competition hecame aoute,

Separate Agreements

The Indian Printera’ Union again approached the
Typo Union for admission and notified that unless
admission was acceptod them, they wounld apply for
separate registration nnder the Industrial Concilia-
tion Aot, under which, and in the light of the auree-

_ mont between the Union and the Indian Govern-

ments, they conld only be rcfnsed registration if
there was another unicn to which they could con-
veniently belong.

Furthermore, their intention was to make their
own gepara o agreements with thoir employers and
weo neoad not point out hore the disastrous effect
puch possibly lower scales would have had oun the
present sgredment,

Forood into this corner, our Durban branch thon
decided to recommend and sepport their admission
to onr Union. The matter came Loforoe our govern-
ing board lust Fobruary, while gur president was in
Capetown attending Parliamont., In pursnance of
their poliey of admitting colonred persons to thg
union elsewhere, the hoard deeided to admit the
Indian Society, provided their action was endotgec
by thoe recont conferonce,

The matter wap wmoeanwhile discussed in ow
Branches and a large majority of the delegates at on
eonference had lLeen inslraocted to vote to admit
them. . '

They will continue 1o not an a sepurate section and
have their meetings apart, but for the folure will
come under the lirect control of the ‘I'ypographical
Union und the National Council of the industry, and
conforin to its agreemonts,

The Visit‘ Of The Poet
To Canada

The Rev. C. ¥. Andrewa writes in the Modern
Revintw 1~

The visit of the poet, Rabindranath Tagore, to the
Idueational Conferonce at Vanconver, at the invita-
tion of the Canadian National Connoil of Edueation,
wag in mnazing tefnmplh of a apiritoal personality
from boginning to end. lritish Columbis is a purt
of Canadu that hag been neted for many genorations
a8 a place whero anti-Asiatic feoling ia at ite worat.
All down the Pacific coast this feoling exists; and it
wag in one gense a venture of Liith on the part of
the organisers of the Conferenco to invite the Indian
poet. lace projudice i so fanatical and irrational
that it might have brokon out at any moment, cven
in the presence of one so august and saintly us
jtabindranath Tagore,

Bat from first to luat, among the Canadians, there
was not a trace of it. On the contrary, Tagore's
personality domionted the whole Oonference in 8
most remarkable manner; and he was eusily the out-
gtandipg figuro in it, whom everyone went to see
ansl hear, and reverence for his gondness,

In theso notes I can only give the improession he
madeon all. It is that of one who came, as it were,
from snother world of apiritunl peace and harmony
and heauty and truth. Everyone felt thia and the
signe of it were manifeat. There was roverence in
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t erowd a8 he went Ly, a8 if the figure of
E}l;;lerisgttre“?ere passing along the st.ree.t. ‘People un-,
bared their fieads in reverence, 18 an inatinet waich
conld only be immedintely obeyed. Many told me,
who were hard-headed people, not.u.aed to emotion,
that they had never had such a apmtn.al impression
before in all their lives, or such a realisation of the

n, .
Ul')]l‘;lc;i most beautifnl thing of all ‘was the way in
which mothera wished to bring their htl:]e children,
that he mind put his hands npon their I_Jead and
give them his blessing. Again and again, such
mothers came to hig <door in the hotel, or wmml' for
him in the street. One widow came with her little
child of five, who looked with his great wide open
ages in wonder at the poet. When th_e poot saw
bim, he was evidently moved and pnt bia hand on
the child’s head to give him his blesa.ing. When
the poor widow came out, she was weeping tears of
joy. Bhe said to me, that this was the greatest day
in all her life, and that her one child was all the
world to her, The little boy was still filled with
child-like wonder and said to me with grave eyes,
“In he Jesng i I could only say in answer, “He
is like Jesus; and bo loves the children.”

It would be almost incredible, if it wers not
actually true, to reconnt the number of those’ who
came to listen to him amid a comparatively small
popnlation. Victoris, on Vanconver Ialand, where
he gave his first lecture, is a small town of about
40,000 inhabitants, Yet on a very wet night, in
addition to the two thoneand wbo obtained tickets
and got admiseion, there were 3,000 who waited .
outside cager to pay for a seat, if any should be
vacated at the last moment, At one tine the .crush
wag do great that several women in the erowd faint-
ed and ambulances were needed. The pitiless rain
came down and still they waited, hour after hour,
at least to get a glance of the poot, even if they
could not get admission to his lecture.

At Vancouver itself, on the mainland, the crowd

was still greater. It extended in a long line for
nearly a quarter of a mile down one of the main
streets. The newspapers estimated it at 5,000 people.
On the third and last occasion. when he spoke, the
same thing happened again. The crowd began to
collect at 3 p.m. in the afternoon, althongh he was
not to speak till a quarter to ten that nighti The
rain again, on this occasion, eame down in torrents,
hour after hour; and yet the people waited there
under their umbrellas, It wus a sight I have never
sean before. Twice over, I went out in the pouring
rain to see the crowd, It was patient, good-homour-
od and determined. Yet, in the end, not one in
fifty of those who waited got in. The poet’s speech
wag put on the radio and was perfectly heard, Many
who could not get in went quickly home and heard
bhim over the radio,

All this was bappening in what has often been
described as the most ‘anti-Asiatic’ city on the
Pacific coast; in the very place that had been the
8cene of the ‘Komagata Maru’ incident, This was
the crowning wonder,

One pathetie disappointment awaited the crowd.
After his last lectare, the poot was to ill tuo go hack
to Victoria in order to take part in the Sikh festival
on the Baisakhi Day, It had been annonnced on
the programme that he wag going. A ferry boat
had to steam acroes the channe) the Island. So the
erowd were certain that they woald be able to see
bim, when he went down to the ferry boat to go
across and they had collented in large numbers to
_ssehun. But their disappointment was very great
indeed when I had to tell them that he had been too
il? to come,

What did it all mean ¢ It wan certainly a triumph

" obedience,

of Soul Foree., Nothing else conld have produced
snch an effect. I feel certain also, that thers was
something in it of repentance for the bad things
that had been done againat Asiatica in the past and
that it betokened the dawn of a better day.

This same feeling of a new dawn of better feeling
I had already experienced in South Afriea a$ the
reception of Mr. Srinivaga Saatri, but it was not to
tho same degree or in qnite the same manner. At
the same time, I cannot tell how delighted I was to
hear the news that Sir J. C. Bose had been invited
to go to Sonth Afriea this year, for I am cortain
that his visit will increase the good effect. What I
have been learning is this, that in these very areas
where race prejudice had before been the most
fanatical, the recaction also has been the moat re-
markable. The wheel has come ronnd full circle,
and the swing hae carried people far beyond the
poiat they ever thonght to go. It is by definitely
facing these ark spots, and going bravely forward;
that the great victory will be won at last. N

What the cost has been to the poet himself none
bnt those who were with him can tell. The exhaus-
tion after each supremse effort on the platform was
extremo. He was evidently ill-—ill sometimes be-
vond our comprehension with pain and suffering,
and weariness and depression. He was not to go
away, also, without touch of racial prejudice. On
his way across the border into the United States, he
saw, from his own treatment, what his own fellow-
countrymen have to suffer. He tried to make light
of it, but it was a dark and bitter experience.
Novertheless, it was the only single shadow during
& visit which itself. was an astonnding moral victory.

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[By M. K. Ganpm1]

Part V, Chapter XXXIIL
A Hqumr.m MISCALCULATION

Almost immediately after the Ahmedabad meeting,
I weat to Nadiad, It was here that I hrst used the
expression ‘Himalayan miscalcnlation® which obtained
sach a wide carrency afterwards. Even at Ahmedabad
I had begun to have n dim perception of my mistake.
But on reaching Nadiad ae I saw the actual state of
things there and heard reports abont a large number of
people from Kheda district hsvivg heen arrested, it
saddenly dawned upon me that I had committed a
grave error in calling upon the people in the Kheda
district snd elsewhere to launch mpon civil disobedience
promaturely as it now seemed to me. I was then
addressing a public meeting. My confession brought
down npon me no small smonnt of ridicule. But I
have never regretted haviog made that confession. For
I have alwnys beld that it is only when one gess ome’s
own mistakes witha convex lens and does just the
reverse in the case of others that one is able to arrive
8t a just relative estimate of the two. I further believe
that & scrupulons and conscientions obscrvance of this
rule I3 necessary for one who wants to be a Satyagrahi,

Let us now see’ what that Himalagan miscalcnlation
was.  Before one can be fit for the practice of civil dis-
one must have rvendered a willing and
respectful obedience to the state laws, For the most part
we ocbey sach ltaws for fear of the penalty for their
breach and this holds good particularly in respect ef
such laws a8 do auot involve a moral ‘principle, For
Instance, an honest, respectable man will not suddenly
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take to stealing irreepective of whether there iw a law
against stealing or not, but this very wan will not frel
any remoree for failure Lo ol e Wha rale abons earying
head-lights on tho bicyelrs after dark,  Indeed, it is
doubtful whether Lie wonld ut onew take kindly to advice
to be more enveful in thie vespret. Bul be wonld
ohrerve any obliyutory rule this kind, if only Lo cscupe
, the inconvenience of fucing & prosueution for a breach
of the rule, Such compliauce witl not, however, con-
stitute the willing wud epontancons ohedience that is
required of a Satyuaarahi., A Satyuerabi obeys the laws
of rociety intellipently and of hi+ own free will, hecause
he considers it 1o be his sacred Juty to do o, Tt igonly
when a perron has thur oheyed the Jnws of soeisty
serupulously that he is in & porition to judee ns to which
particular rules ate gond and just an'd which anjust ond
inifuitons, Only then dees the vicht acerne to lim of
the civil dis bedience of certain luwe in well-defined
gircamstanees, My error lny iv my failure to obrerve
thi4 necensary limitation, - 1 had called upon tha people
to launch vpon civil digobnlience before they had thus
qualified themeclves for it, »nd this mistake of mine
geemed tome to be of o itmalayan magnitode.  As soon
as I entered the Kheda <irtrict, all the old reecliections
of the K hedn Satyngruba slrnzele came back to me snd 1
wondered how 1 could have failed to perecive whab was
wo obvions. I realieed that before a people conld be fit
for offoring civil dicehodienea they should thoroashly
undorstand its deeper impliestions,

But it may be rightly argued: bow can a people who
are in the habit of frequently evading lnws, as most
people are, suddenly grusn the significance of civil dis-
obedience or keep themselves within #e strict hounde? 1
admit that it is no ecagy maiter for thousands and
hnndreds of thousands of people to fullil the ideal cond.
itions mentioped above. That beirg sn, before restarbing
civil disobedience on a mass scale, it would be necessary
to create a hand of well-tric), pure-hearted voluateers
who thoroughly wnduratood the wiviet conditions of
Satyagralin, They could expluin thete to the people
and, by sleeplers vigilance, keep them on to the right

ath. -

¥ With these thourhts filling my mind I reeched Bom-
bay, through the Satyagraba Sablia thera ruised a corps
of Satyagrahi volunteers and with thair belp commenced
the work of eduearinz the people with reeard to the
menning and inner significance of Nalyamrabn, This
was prineipally done by issuing leafl-ta of an educative
characler benring on the snbject.

But whilat this worls war gning on 1 conld see that it
wan o difficait task to interest the people in the penceful
nide of Satyngraba. I'be volunteers too failed to enlist
thempalves in their numhers. Nor did ell theee who
actually did enliet take anything like n regular aystematio
training, and as the days passed by the number of fresh
recraite began gradoally to dwindle instead of prowing.
1 realised that the proyress of the traiping in eivil dis-
obedienco was not poing Lo he as rapid ag X bad  first ex-

peoted.

South African Indian Congress
PUBLIC NOTICE

‘I'he attention of the Indian community
ls drawn to the fact that where legitimate
complaints exist in regard to Railway and
Postal services, they are asked to lodge such
complaints in writing with the Provincial
“Congreszes or District Congresses in which
they are resident or with the South African
Indian Congress direct, when such  com-
plaints will be taken up with the Department

concerned,’
S. R. NA[DOO] Joint Hon.

- Gen Sccretarica,

E. M. MALL . JS.AJ. Congress.

| MAX LEVY |

W TN TR Y e Y
Estate, Insurance 8 General Agent.
Administration of Estates, Secrctarial Work, Absentees
Represented, Rents & Debts Collected, Etc,
AGENT FOR:
. THER
YORHKSMIRE INSURANCE :O0OMPANY LTD.
THE NATIONAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSOOIATION
OF AUSTRALASIA LTD,
If you wish to Insnre for

Firc, Life, Motor Car, Parronal Accident, Driving Accident,
Workman's Compensation, Plate Glass, Bwrglary, Etc,

Write, Phone or Call

MAX LEVY,
5, Beckett's Buildings,
P. O. Box 7085. 69 President Street,
'Phone 3348, JOHANNESBURG,
Country Clients Called Upon At Thelr Ruquest.
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