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_NOTES AND NEWS .

%\"P-

at Vereeniging (Transvaal) the executive

commitieo reported that a letter received
from the Secretary of the Interior stated the Govern-
ment did not propose to deal with the question of
segregating the races in the municipal areas on the
lines 1aid down in the Class Areas Bill. On the
recommendation of the execuntive the conference is
reported to have agreed that further steps in this
matter shonld be taken, urging that the present
upsatisfactory state of the law with regard to Indians
residing and trading in European localities in wrban
areas ehould not be allowed to continue,

HT the Municipal Association Conference held

The Secretaries of the Natal Indian Congress
advise us that the affiliation of the Indian Boy
Scout Troops to the Durban Branch of the B.S.A. is
pottled and the latter has written to the Congress
to nominate two of ita members who with two
members of the Natal Indian Teachers’ Bociety will
confer with the sub-committee of the B.S.A. namely,
Mesarg, J. H. Nicolson O.B.E.,, F. P. Rowell and
J. D. Glaister to discuss the details of the formation
of the Indian Boy Scout Association. The Secretaries
of the N.I.C. make an appeal to the 1. B, Scouts
not to appear in Scout uniform in public pending
the formation and afliliation of the troops of Indian
Boy Scouta.

An Executive meeting of the South African

Indian Congress will take place in Johannesburg at
the office of Mr, 8. M. Desai, on Satarday the 19th
October, 1929, at 2 p.m. to consider and transact the
following business -—1. Minutes, 2. Correspondence,
3. 8.A.I.C Review, 4. S.A.LC. Trust Deed, 5. Con-
gress Resolutions, 6. Transvaal licence question,
1. Condonation, 8. Educated Entrants, 9, re Ali
Brothers, 10. Finance, 11. Date of forthcoming
Conferenoce at Capetown, 12. General, ‘

Foreigm Cloth Boyeott Committee in India states :

In India—

Mills, Railways and Total Industrial

works of all kinds give work to -..- 15 lakhs

Handloom works provide work to ... 2 ,,

People depending on agriculture ... 2,200

An agricultoral family which has a spinning
wheel in ite home adds 12 fo 28 per cenl. to its
previous income. Spinning adds substantially to
the slender income of the poor peasant thongh it
may seem to you but a few pice per day.

Spinners go ten miles distance to Khadi depots to
get cotton slivers fpr spinning and to deliver their

. yarn; i
e 0L,y . WaY? . :
They go becaude to them the additional incoms is
valuable
For

When an average American earns Rs, 3-0-0 da
And an average Auatriami‘ T 24-0 per Gay

”» ” ”

An Englishman » 2-0-0
Anda Canadian [l " 1'12'0 7] ::
Mother India lives on Onp Anna Seven Pies a day

which amounts to a little more than a penny.

H

WORKERS' CONTINUATION
CLASSES

HE Natal Indian Workers’ Congress
D[r have recently organised workers’
continuation classes. The classes are

held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
for two hours on each day at the Tamil In-
stitute, Cross Street, Durban, and are attend-
ed by men employed in various industries
most of whom are living out: of town.

. The classes have become so popular and the

eagerness of the labouring class to educate
themselves is so great that within a short
period the attendance has risen to 163
and is still rapidly increasing. Several
elderly men, we understand, who did not
know how to read or write at all are now
making good progress. _

This is but another proof of the fact that

Indians have the desire and the ability to
rise if only they were given a fair opportu-
nity. .
Moreover this is a fine example of self-help.
No assistance of any kind is yet had from
the authorities. Representations have been
made to the authorities for accommodation
and grant which, we understand, are still
under consideration,

No substantial step in the direction of
uplifting the resident Indian population and
not allowing it to lag behind other sections |
of the population in accordance with the
Capetown Agreement has yet been taken
by the Government. In view of the above
fact and the revelations made by the Educa-
tion Enquiry Commission the apathy of the:
Indians to respond cannot reasonably be
given as the cause for the Government not
moving. Indians are enthusiastic enough

but they find it difficult to make the Govern-
ment respond.
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The Late Mrs. Kapitan

The very sad and suddden death of Mrs. Kapitan
the beloved wife of Mr. R. K. Kuapitan of the Bal-
cony Tea Room, Grey Street, Durban, took place
yesterday - --(Thursday) - morning after a very
short illness... Mrs, . Kapitan was saffering from
asthma- for some time and baving got her -usual
periodical attack she was bedridden since last
Monday from which as Providence woald have it
ghe was never able to. rise..

The remaine were cremated at tha Umgem crema-
torium at 2 p.m. the ceremony heing attended by a
large namber of \friends: and relatives inclnding
officiale of the Natal and the Sounth African Indian
Congress.

The late Mrs. Kapitan was .of a cheerfnl dispesi-
tion:and her very hospitable nature had won for her
the lovaand esteem. of . a Jirge number of friends.
She was yery energetic and was an jmmense source
of help to her dear husband in establishing his
present fionurishing business. .- .« ¢ o« .

Mr. Kapitan bad only just recovered, though not
completely, from- the shock of the brutal assault re-
cenfly. committed on him by  some- miscreants; bat
it was, as it were, only to recelve a greater
shock..- - -+

:l,‘hough there is- copso]at:on m. the fact thab Mrs.
Kapltan is now free the grief to her sorrowing
husband and ten. children whom she leaves behind
—the eldest being. twenty. years of age.,and the
youngest about eighteen months—ls mdeed ex=
tremely great. - .- .. i o o b

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Mr. K.\pltan
and members of hig family in their very sad be-
reavement. .

Departure Of Pandit Bhawani
Dayal
C L ——
- Farewell Meetings

TR N I | e 1

A farewell meehng m honour of Pandxt Bhawani
Dayal was held last bunday at the Parses Rustomjee
Hall under the auspmes of the Natal Indian Con-
gress. - -

.-.There was,n large gathering . incloding . repre-
sentatlves from .Maritsburg, Ladys:mlh Ne\vcaatle,
Dannhauser and other places.

A Mr. SDl‘ab_]&& Rustomjee the president of the Con-
greaa was in the chair and paid a glowing tribute to
the useful- services of Pandit Bhawani' Dayal and
wished him every success in his new field of work.

Pandit Bhawani Dsyal was then garlanded by the
chairman on bebnlf of the Copgress.: ... v-

Mr, O, H. A, Jhaveri garlanded Pandit Bhawani
Dayal on bebalf of the M, K. Gandhi Library and
referred 1o.-the useful services he had rendered
1o that institntion.

.- Among other gpéakers ‘werd Advocate Al Ghr:sto-
pher, Advocate J, W..Godfrey, Mr. R. B. Maharaj of
Maritzburg, Mr. Rogbnath Singh of L;dgrmuh Mr.

_ A, H. Knzee, Mr. Rooknoodeen, Mr. A Kajoe, M-,

P. R. Pather, Mr. B. M. Patol, Mr. M. B. Naik, Mr.
8. L. Singh and others all of whom gpoke in
anlogistic terms.of ‘the sarvices of Pandit Bhawani
Dayal and wished him success in his futore work.

: Pandit Bhawani Daysl who was greeted with
.applanse on rising to. reply. eaid- he ‘was goirg to
India to work for her freedom under the leadership
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrn and he wished for the
day when he would. either: be able to see India a free
country or that he himeelf would be freed from this
world in the act of service for the Motherland, Ihat

was his ambition and shbould the day come when
India were free he wonld crrtainly return to this
country by the firsf available boat to convey the
good news,

He gaid he wonld also do all he conld to assist our
caugo in this country through the overseas section of
the Indian National Congress.

- He thanked the Congress-and those present for
the high tribute paid him and said that he consirlered
himself nothing more than a soldier and was always

willing to do what little he could for his country-
men.

Other Meetings

- On Satorday Pandit Bhawani Dayal was given a
farewell reception by the Arya Samaj at the Tamil
Institote and on Sunday afterpoon just before the
Congress function the Arya Pratinidbi Sabha held a
meeting in his honour at the same place, Both the
functions were well attended.

At The Wharf

Pﬂndlt Bhawani Dayal went on board at 3 p.m.
Advoeaté A, Christopher on behalf of the South
Afriean Indian Congress garlanded bimi in the midst
of a larga gathering assembled to bid him farewell

Closéf Union In East Afrnca

0utfir1e Of Sir Samuei Wilson’s Scheme

A Renter's message from London dated Oot. 4
stateg 1—. - "

. Sir Samnel W:lsons reporh on E"ust Africa baa
been puhlished. Tha report outlinea a achome for
the closer union of Kenya, Tanaanyika and Uganda
which it believes, with the execption of Indian com-
maunities, would be generally welcome in those
territories, .:- - . ' .

- The report propoaea that a High Commmmonar be
appomted a8 the Kiog's representativo ranking as
genior.to the three Governora, and exercising com-
plete control, - legislative anl administrative, over
Customs, railways, posts aned telegraphs, defence and
fandamental research, tho High Commissioner to she
president of a central council consisting of three
oificials from central headqunarters, and seven: from
each of the territories. whose powers ‘would. be
limited to transferred snbjects with other matters
left to the local legislatures, Al

Sir Samuel Wilson concludes by emphasising the
value of having a high officfal with a 'co-ordinating
influance over the work of the three Administrations,
also from the purely economic point of view of
centruliving the essential services.

. He declares that the Governor of Uganda and thy”
Actmg Governor of Kenya were of opinion that '
socheme should be pat into operation at an early
while the' Governor of Tunganyika preferred u |
ponement until o Native policy bud beon formulal

Dealing with. the_ wppgition of the Indins,
Samwel " Wilson believed they kan be indueced
accept nomination to the Counkils if asgured t
the door to a common- elactoral iy not shat. As
gards Kenya bo recommends thay the "Goverdm
should use its best oflices to bring the Indians a.s-.‘
Europeans together. :

Lord Pasefield has made g statement emphasising
that hiz Majesty’s Government, ~oncarrently 'with
consgideration of Sir Samuel Wilson’s report, to
which they in no way are committed, is giving close
attention to the recommendations of the Hilton-
Young Commission on stch watters as the relations
between Natives and imiigrant communities,
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The Iididai In Natal
1 [ BETEEEOT o0 ocan
As Seen By A European
- v mar summmve pam—— N 1 PR f B
. Th ing article above the miynatvre A. P.
Lodcbors appenrs T The Soulh Afvian Foviss o
September 27— '

1 ofteri wonder whether it {8 possible for a Earo-
Pean to thoroughly understand the Indian, or for
that matter any Orientals, be they in Natal or any
other part of the world. Their fatalism, the ip-
fluente religion hag over their actions apd ideals,
and their different ontlook on life morally, sociall_y
and materially, all tend to make one wonder if it is
really possitle to correctly classify their chmctgr
to the extent of being able t0 point to one’s handi-
work afterwards, and -deelare it to ba a correct
example,
such a divergence in character constrnction when
viewed as a whole, and among few ‘others too does
“caste” form so great a factor in ‘the materisl, the
gpiritoal, and the general everyday life of a com-
munity. ] :

Amongst the Natal Todians, this “caste” bar, has
of necessity, become slack, Lut even so, it is still re-
cogniged 88 being the standard by which Indian
“society” is largely governed. _ - }

- In order to understand how this “casle” bar exists
and operates, it is ag well to briefly state the origin
of the Indian intinx into Natal, and to- enumerate
and voughly classify the various activities of the
peoplo- - - :.I - at - -

Arrival Of The, Indian

. The first importation of the Indian laboarer into
Natal was in 1360, and for several years, further im-
porfations were made, all .being absorbed into the
various agricultnral operations in .existence in the
"then Colony, under contragts that enforced their
employment as Iabourers until the expiry of their
indentures. Amongst these labourers, ,or “caolies”
as they were called, were men of varying religious
creeds, tribes, and occupations, some of whom had
an intimate knowledge not only of agricultare,
but also of machinery. It was natural that, in these
circumstances, they were employed in, those branches
of labour in which they were likely to be of ad-
vantage to their employers, . ..

The termination of their indentures msaw the
Colony with an Indian population comprised of
mechanics, field labourers, domestie servants and
artieans of all descriptions, besides, of course, the,
Indian “dhoby” or- laundry-man.. This active and
diversely occupied population naturally brought
about a state of affairs in itself not altogether hap-
monious, and lawyers becamea necessity; their ad-
, Yent created the need for clerks bat the circle wan
;..Ot'yet cﬂmplet‘e. ' LIRETI ® ¥ ST T

Treding bas .ever been z . strong - point. in the

“wal character, and the Musguiman enterad the
m=torthWith. .- - e 0 G s -
thendian’s life in Natal. with the almost - eom.
m<K of the enforcement of mmste restrictions as

«ed to India, soon createq a -change i
g&rund led up:to thp present Position wherejn
yiap of lowmt_;a entera . trads. ar -occnpa-

/. #8nequal footing pritirono of & higher. caste,
", @poften-sid thatenvironment ersates ‘Bocial

1103 very great extent, and it ssems to be

~ dwesblein this case, for ABUrvey of the occupa-

o8 and the social life of the Natal Indian wil]
'DI'OVB thi& >y LT ',, »

" The Indian Farmer

Letys B with the farmerclass, and glance at
them in theit vatural gurro dings. Just ont of
town, bat not'fur ehongh awa 'to be at an incon.
s st i 8 e 2, 2

e idon, set in Pperhapg

In few other Orientsl races is their -

.and attending to the enquiries of his

ten acres of Jand: father, dressed in his oldest pai
of trousers, is busy hoeing the lands, or reaping the
crops that are to.:be transported to market the
following day; mother is busy preparing the.evep-
ing meal while the rest of the family is. ocenpied. in
washing or assisting to put the final touches t¢ the
next days goods for the market: ' There -is-an
atmosphere of industry everywhere,:for even grand-
pa is not.idle; he is enjoying some betel-nut and a
chew of tobacgo, whilst there {8 time. -
- Barly next day the romble of carts,. and .the. roar
of an engine, notify that a new day has been. begun,
and if we are interested enoungh to follow, . we. will
come fo the market .place itself, soo for ourselves the
maultitudinons variety of goods displayed hefore:ns,
and hear the voice of the auctioneer calling for bids.

+The sellers are not long -in reaching the wmarket,
and soon everything is sold,. and nothing remaing
bat to follow and . see where. the goods have been
taken. We have in the meantime had onr intro.
duction to the trader in one of the spheres of his
activity, bnt, nevertheless, we find . his intereat just
a8 absorbing elsewhere, for not far AWaYy We eome
pon a street where -every shop is stacked full. of
the things that are most likely to atiract the atten-
tion of the passing public. . . .. !

i . .+ In The Retail Stores

--Indians dressed in Earopean garb are buay be-
hiud the counters, whilst the proprietor, capped by
a foz, is keeping a watchful eve on the proceedings,
clerks and
othera, . ‘ . i

"A8 we watch, we see enter a neatly dressed Indian
who appears to us to be of a different profession. to
the others; we are correct in oar gurmise, for-the
newcomer is a lawyer, or may. be.a land and estate
agent, intent on gaining the atltention -of the busy
trader, - . . ' Ce

- Unlike the trader:however, he does. not wear the
distinguishing fez that denotes his calling, but is
dressed in ordinary Kuropean garb, In him we gge
the third stage of our ptory, for.he is not 'a member
of any partienlar iribe, but has created his own
position toreugh his personal - -ability; there is.no
caste law that forbids him from ocen pying -himself
a8 he does, and pride of position soon does the reat,
and keeps him free from the sociul calls of his less
fortunate relations, C . e

. Very often, he is the proud possessor of a car, and
if we care to.follow him, we will see him enter. one
that is driven by an Indian chauffeur..who to. us is
the embodyment of the fourth stage in our view -of
the life of an Indian in_Natal. He belongs to the
mechanic.or engineering. elass, . | e

-So far we have seen little or nothing of the Indian .
women. The reason is that they are seldom seen. in
the open street, unless they belong to, the farming
comumunity, and the Natal-born, Moslem woman
seldom leaves hor home unless she is heavily veilsd,
Caste and custom are recognised :and obgerved by
the womenfoik according.to the stapdards and . de-
crees of their ancient laws. to. a far greater extemt
than these decrees are recognised by the men,

- -+ .. The Indian Character ..

- _Buta word abont the average Indian’s character,

He i3 by natare.an asgidaous worker and keen. to~

appreaiato values, Ho is- fuickMvittad and sympa- ‘
theho:-to- outside. inflaences that :13¥ -meap - hig -
material advancement in the country of his adoption,
He is, too, a great reader, and ig discriminating in
the choice of his -literatare, besides being & keen
student of the daily pnewspaper, - e
-Tl!e Indian woman is- more difficult to , define,
She is, she always was, the “Toiler” of the family,
be she of whatever socia] caste. Her tongue is.an
9xtreme{y active and -dangerons weapon-—bnt that
i8 nothing ip ftrange—yet., with .her, quick
terr_mer. she mixes a philosophy that suggests a
Patient carrying of her burden in life; she too is
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quick-witted, an cxcellont and thrifty housckeeper,
and a good mother to her children.

Laet, but not the least in overy Indiun commnnity,
there is the beggar. No community is free from
this cog in the wheel of life, for he is the symbol of
the creed that “the poor we have always with us.”
Besides, a holy man to most Indians, and to give fo
him is to ensure a life in the Hereafter,

Religious Beliefs

‘When one cnters npon a discussion of the spiritual
side of Indian life one opens up a field tbat has no
houndary, for one has only to realise that the Eastern
is essentially a mystic in order to see that the sub-
ject is limitless,

Amongst the Natal Indjans we find followers of
Mabomed, Buddha, and Christ, as well as followers
of later forme of thought, such as theosophy, anthro-
popathiem and various others, cach gect again divid-
ing itself up into what can for convenience sake be
called pubridiary sects. I is however ‘to those
teachings that embody the speciacular in their forms
of religious ritual that the Indian here isn moat

.attracted, for, prior to hia acceptance of Western
ideals, his own particalar religion based its theories
of apiritnal thooght on the strict observance of a
given form of ritualistic expression.

We have recently observed in Natal the fire-
walking ritnal of the Hindun sect, and the penance
of the sinner who subjected himself to the custom of
having hundreds of pine stock into his body in
order that he might be ‘cleaned.” Another point
that is worthy of observance in the apiritual life of
the Indian is the fact that he is in moat cases a
fatalist, but this can be easily understood if one re-
members the intense mysticism of his mental
make-up.

Exorcising A Bad Spirit -

I remember well an occasion in my youth when
gtaying on an eatate in Natal for my holidays, I waa a
witness to a religions practice that showed up this
slde of his character. An Indian woman wae said
to be snffering from the attentions of a certain “had
apirit,” and in order to free herself from its atten-
tion she was compelled to carry for some distance, a
large boulder that later took two of us to move. She
easily accomplished this feat, and was then taken to
a tree where she had a strand of her hair secnrely
nailed to its trank; when she had freed herself and
left the strand of hair on the tree she was eupposed
to be free of the further attentions of the bad spirit
but when it was discovered later that the strand had
but remained on the tree trunk a few hours, her
consternation was pitifal to watch.

Growth Of Western Ideas

Amongst the better educated, the attention of

. doctors of European training, and the Western ideas
of health, are becoming more universally adopted,
bringing with them a broader ontlook on Earopean
standards of living in general. In this particular
respect the development of the Indian is merely a
matter of time and environment, his social life under
modern conditions of houslng, ete., being one of the
main factors working in its favour.

Coupled to the advancement in this partienlar
direction and assisting greatly in its fartherance, is
the interest'being taken generally in sport. It ia a

_neasl ocegrrence now to sge members 6f the Indian

“eonimnnity erigagdd: in perfecting themselves dn the-

. sirt'of ‘playing “foothall, hockey, cricket, golf “and
' yarious other sRorts; matches and tours are organised
and carried out'between local clubg, and others in
varioua towns, and this again is having the effect of
lifting up the Indian, who belongs to the farming
class, to something like the level of appreciation of

Furopean standdrds-that is manifest ‘to thore living

in the towns.

The Indian Drama
But though the Indian has accepted an_d adopted

our sports and many of onr amuscments, though he
has populariged the pictnre-palace and the theatre,
the musical attractions and the literary meetings to
almont ap great an extent aa we have, he has not
neglected to conlinue to support his own forma of
theoretical and musical amuosement. Bhould one be
interested in such matters, and care to go to the
trouble of ascertaining where he holds them, it is
possihle to attend an Indian theatre and witness, as
1 have done, the enactment of an Indian play, based
usnally on eome avcient legond, and having as actors
those of the local Indian community whe have time
and ability, to muke a snecess of the undertaking,
At such time one is enabled to sce congregated to-
gether all the varions social grades of the Natal
indian, who comprise the sect that own the legend
being enacted as being of their particular teaching,
though here, too, one will aee the forces of Western
civilisation manifested, in that amonget the audience
there will Le present those who have accepted a
Western religion, and therefore do not absolutely
accept the moral teaching of what they are witness-
ing. The mnsic at these theatrical productions is
usually of the pure Indian vairiety, reminiscent of
the music of the East.

In their activities in the world of music and the
theatres, there is yet one custom that has not been,
and perhaps never will be, changed. Under no
circumstances is the Indian woman allowed to sit in
the same sents as those the men occupy. Every
theatre or hall is so arranged that the men folk sit
in ono part, and the women folk in another. This
ancient custom appears only to apply to apply to
places of amusement, for in their ontdoor iife both
sexes mix as freely as do the European.

The Future

It would be almost safe to state that in the near
future the life of the Indian community of Natal is
likely to see yet more far-reaching changes that will
bring it more into line with modern needs. The
brief aynopsis that I have given will have shown
that since tho days in which they first arrived on
the shorea of Africa, they have changed their own
ancient customs to suit their new environment, yet
have not lost all their racial beliefs,

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[ By M. X. Ganpa1]
Part V. Chapter XXXII.

II. THAT MEMORABLE WEEK !

So I went to the Commissioner. Mr. Griffith'a
office. All abont the passage leading to the office
1 saw pgoldiers armed with bayonets s though
for military action, The verandah was nll astir.
When I was admitted to the office, I saw Mr. Bow-
ring sitting with Mr. Qriflitli,

1 described to the Commissioper the acenes 1 had
witnesged. He roplied briffly: “I did not want
the procession to proceed tof the Fort as s disturban
was inevitable there, Ahdhas I suw that the pg, -
waounld not listen to persujtiony{ conld “fhot hel
ordering- the mountqd polife to charge through th
crowd,’ . o

‘But, said I, you knew what the consequences
must be. The horses were bound to trample on the
people, I think it was quite .unnecessary to send
that contingent of mounted men.’ -

*You canpot judge that,’ enid Mr Grifith, ‘We
police officers know better than yon the eifect of
your teaching on the people. 1fi we do not start
with drastic measures, the situation }would pass out

't.\"'. . ¥
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I tell you that the people are pare to
:f, ?)?11 g?!;?ér ooutro{ Disobedience of law quick-
ly appeal to them, it is beyond them to understand
the doty of keeping peaceful. I have no doubt
ahout your intentions, but the people will not
anderstend them. They will follow their natural
lm‘;}‘tnizt'there that I join issue with yom,” I repliod;
“The people are not by nature violent bat peaceful,

And thus we argned at length, TUltimately, Mr.
Griffith said° ‘But suppoge you are convinced that
your teaching has lost on the people, what would
you do? . . .

‘T should suspend elvil disobedience if I waa eo

,convinced,” ]
" ‘What do you men ? You told Mr, Bowriog that
yon wonld proceed to the Punjab the moment you
were released.’ . .

‘Yo, I wanted to do eo by the next available train.
But ite out of the question to-day.’'

If yon will be patient, the conviction is sure .to
grow on you. Do yon know what is happening in
Abmedabad and wbat bas happeped in Amritsar ?
People have everywhere gone nearly mad. In faet,
I am not yet in posgession of all the facts, The
telegraph wires have been cat in some places. I put
it to you that the responsibility for all these dis-
turbances lies on you.’

‘I aganre yon, I shouid readily take it upon my-
self wherever I discover it. But I should be deeply
pained and surprised if I found that there were dis-
tarbances in Ahmedabad. I cannot answer for
Amritsar, I have never been there, no one knowa
me thers, Bat even sbout the Punjab, I know this
certainly that, had not the Punjab Government pre-
vented my eniry into the Panjab, I should have
been considerably helpfnl in keeping the peace
there, By preventing me, they gave the people un-
necessary provocation,’

And so we argued on and on. It was impossible
for us to agree. I told him that I intended to address
a meeting on Chowpati and to ask the people to
keep the peace, and took leave of him. The meet-
ing was held on the Chowpati sands. I spoke at
length on the duaty of non-viclence and on the limi-
tations of Satyagrahs, and said: Satyagraha is
essentially a weapon of the trunchful. A Satyagrahi
is pledged to non-violence, and uunlesa. people ob-
serve it in thought, word and deed, I cannot offer
mass Satyagraba.’ .

Anasnyaben too had received news of disturbances
in Ahmedabad. Some one had spread a ramonr
that she also had been arrested. The mill hands
had gone mad over her rumonred arrest, struck
work and committed acts of violence, and a sergeant
had been done to death.

I proceeded to Ahmedabad. I learnt that an
attempt had been made to pull up the rails near the
Nadiad railway station, that a Government officer

had been murdered in Viramgam, and that Ahmeda-

bad was under martial law. The people were terror-
stricken. They had indnlged in acts of violence
and were being made to pay for them with interest,

A police officer was waiting at the station to
escort me to Mr. Pratt, the Commissioner, I found
him in a state of rage. I spoke to him gently, and
expressed my regret for the disturbances. I ang-
geated that martial law was unnecessary and de-
clared my readiness to co-operate in all efforts to
restore peace. I asked for permission to hold a
public meeting on the grounds of the Sabarmati
Ashr?m. The proposal appealed to bim, and the
meeting was held, I think, on the 13th of April, and
martial law was withdrawn the same day or the day
after. Addressing thé meeting, I tried to bring
bome to the people the genss of their wrong, de-
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clared a penitential fast of three days for myself,
and appealed to the people fo go on a similar fast
for a day and suggested to those who had been
guilty of acts of violence to confesa their gnilt,

* Isaw my duty as clear as daylight.
bearable for me to find that the labourers amongst
whom I had spent a good deal of my time, whom I
had served and from whom I had expected better
things, had taken part in the riots, and I felt I was
a sharer in their guilt.

It was un-

Just as I suggested to the people ‘to confess their

guilt, I soggested -to the Government to condone the
crimes. Neither accepted my snggestion.

The Iate Sir Ramanbhai and other citizens of

Ahmeidabad came to me with an appeal to saspend
Satyagraha. The appeal was needless, for I had
already made up my mind to suspend Satyagrahs so
long a8 the people had not learvt the lesson of
peaca. 'The friends went away happy.

There were, however, others who were unhappy

over the decision. They felt that if I expected peace
everywhere and regarded it as a condition precedent
to launching Satyagraba, mass Satyagraha would be
an impossibility.- I was sorry to disagree with them.
If those, amongst whom I worked, and whom I
expected to be prepared fer non-violence and gelf-
suffering, could not be pon-violent, Satyagraha was
certainly impossible.
that those, who wanied to lead the people to Satya-
graha, ought to be able to keep the people within
the limited non-violence expected of them. I hold
the same opinion even to-day.

I was firmly of the opinion

South HAirican Indian Congress

PUBLIC NOTICE

The attention. of the Indian community

is drawn to the fact that where legitimate
complaints exist in regard to Railway and
Postal services, they are asked to lodge such
complaints in writing with the Provincial
Congresses or District Congresses in which
they are resident or with the South African
Indian Congress direct, when such com-
plaints will be taken up with the Department
concerned.

Joint Hon,
Gen Secretaries.
S.A.L Congress.

S. R, NAIDOO
E. M, MALL }

MAX LEVY

"

Estate, Insurance & General Agent.
Administration of Estates, Secretarial Work, Abssnbees
Represented, Rents & Debes Collected, Etc,
AGENT FOR:

YORKSHIRE msu;:nfcs 00OMP )
THE NATIONAL MUTUAL LIFE As;gé:;%m

OF AUSTRALASIA LTD, '
If you wish to Insure for ‘
Fire, Lifs, Motor Car, Personal Accident, Driving Aceident
Workmen's Compensation, Plate Glass, Burglavy, Ste. |
Write, Phone or Call

MAX LEVY,
5, Beckett's Buildings,

P. O. Box 7055, 69 President Street,

'Phone 3348. JOHANNESBURC.
Country Clients Collsd Upon At Their Request,
R
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