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_NOTES

AND NEWS

OT long ago a promise was made by some
members of the Dorban Town Council to do
all that wad in their power to help in the

work of the Indian Child Welfare Hociety. It
is very gratifying to pote that that promise has
been fulfilled withont the Ieast delay and in
a very generons manner in that the public health
committee of the Town Council has given
favourabe consideration to the application of the
Indian Child Woelfare Society for assistance in
the establishment of a welfare clinic for Ipdian
children. Tbe Society, in a communication to the
town clerk, urged that the premises now in nse as
an Indiam child welfare centre are unsnitable and
inadequate, and asked for the rent free use of the
cottage formerly occupied by the caretaker of the
native women's hostel in Brook Street, and inereased
grant-in-aid, and the appointment of Sister Standing
as s full time health visitor. In this connection
the public health committes hag recommended:

“(a) That the tenant of the old native women’s
hostel be given one month's netice of the termina-
tion of the tenancy. : ‘

*(b) That for the purposes of Indian child wal-
fare work the controlling body be granted the free
use of the old native women's hostel (the free nse of
this building being equivalent to £150 per annum),
and that a grant-in-aid of £50 be made by the
council for the purpose of child welfare work
among the Indian section of the community,

“lc) That Sister Standing be asked to visit the
Indian Child Welfare Clinic two
wm ”

We are happy to Iearn, and we have no doubt
our bappiness will be shared by the Indian com-
munity, that Sir Karma V. Reddi, Agent of the
Government of India, hag now recovered from his ill-
ness and after resting at Mr. R. K. Naidoo’s residence
at Umgeni for about a fort-night has returned last
Monday to his own residence at Mayville Castls,

The formal opening of the Bastri College will be
performed by His Excellency the Governor-General
on Qctober 14. The work of the Institution, how-
ever, will not commenece till abont Febroary next
year when the teaching staff from India is expected
to arrive,

The Natal Boy Scouts’ Association has decided to
allow Indian Boy Scouts to affiliaste with the Asso.
ciation. In a communication to the Indian antho-
rity dealing with the matter, the Natal Association
wates that it has accepted the principle of admitting
Indian troops. Will not the Transvaal Sconis’
Association mow take the
Natal Association in admitting Indian troops ?

The 2ith anniversary celebration of the Hindng
Young Men’s Association will take place in the
Association Hall, Maritzhurg, on Sunday the 13th
October 1929, commencing at 10 a.m,

moraings each

good example of the .

e —

A crowded public meeting convened by prominent
members of the Darban Muslim community in order
to enter its emphatic protest against the Union
Government's restrictive conditions governing the
Ali brothers’ visit to the Union was held in the
Orient Cinema, Prince Edward on Sunday last, Mr,
Hajeo Monlvi Fateh Mahomed, Imam of the Grey
Street Juma Munsjid, presiding. After listening to
a number of speeches the meeting passed a resolu-
tion of protest and expressing the opinion that the
action of the Minister of the Interior was a direct
violation of the spirit of the Capetown Agreement.

The Nalal Adverkser New York correspondent sends
the following piece of interesting news :—

The charches of New York are in a ferment over
the action of William Blackshear, rector of one of
the chief episcopal churches in Brooklyn, in barring
negro commaunicants from his church on account of
their colonr. The National Association for the ad-
vauncement of Colonred People has started a vigorous
campaign for the rector’s dismissal, declaring that
this is the first time in the history of the Northern
States where churoh members have becn expelled on
account of their race, which is regarded as a singular
grave precedent, Mr, Blackshear was born in Texas
and educated at Oxford. .. Recently he was appointed
to & church which for many years had 2 number of
devout coloured communicants who have contributed
largely to the upkeep of the church. '%hey are
especially hurt by the manner of their exclusion - -
which Mr. Biackshear annonnced from the pulpit.
He is reported to have said: “We don’t want
nigeers or their money,” though he denies that he -
ueed the word “niggers.” He explains that he
merely wants to encourage negro church members
to attend all coloured chanrches. “This i8 2 white

church and 1 intend to keep it white,” he says.

There is nothing new in this. Barriog onme or
two churches there is segragation for or the exclusion
of othér than Europeansin practically all the churches
in South Africa. It is a matter of common experience
in this country. Non-Europesns have been allowed
on special ocasions as & special favour. And en
such ocasions too, if yom pleace, the seats are
specially reserved. The belief presumably is that
Christ thongh being an Asiatic has a gpecial favour
for people of white complexion and will reecive
them first. No such thing, however, is taught in
the Holy Bible. While this is the general attitude
of the publicit {8 of comrse a astep further when
even preaching is done on the sanie lines from the
pulpit by responsible ministers. It just shows to
what limits race arrogance has extended. We know
too ‘what humiliating treatment is accorded to non-
Earopean ministers by certain English Churches,
It is surprising how they are able to stand it.
Obrvicusly to them the question of their bread and
bntterttakes precedence to the queation of their golf-
respect.

e ———

At a meeting held recently in the Wesley Hﬂl.
Protoria, the assertion that “‘Segregation is the best
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polution of South Africa’s colour problem” was the
subject of sn interesting dehate. The meeting was
organised by Measrs. W. @, A. Mears and R. 8. Fair
of the Germiston High 8chool, and the speakers
were drawn from members of Bantn Men's Social
Centre and from European members of the Pretoria
Joint Coancil of Euvropeana snd Natives. The
meeting, says the Umieleli Wa Banin, was the most
sucoessful of its kind. ‘There were about 150 Enro-
peans and 70 Natives present. The Rev. Mr,
Qlyndwr Davies, in the absence of Mr. J. H. Hof-
meyr, presided, and the Bishop of Pretoria was
among those present on the platform.

One of the most atriking arguments against scgre-
gation pmt forth at the above meeting was by Mr.
Selby Msimang who is reported to have said : *“The
white people fravelled thonsands of miles from
overseas and crossed the mighty oceans which had
segregated the races of mankind, and now they
wanted to segrecate the people of the spil. If they
conld cross the Atlantic what wounld prevent them
from orossing an .jmaginary boundary ? After the
Zula War Sir Garnst Wolseley promised the Znlus
that ag long ag the sun ross in the East and set in
the Weat Zululand would remain their eonntry: but
Zululand waa no longer the country of the Zuluse.”

In the conrse of his Charge to the Diocesan Synod
the Rt. Rev. Neville Talbot, Bishop of Pretoria
observed :—

“It is a kind of insanity to seppose that the
Native Is 2 menace to the White man. Rather the
Native Is a friend to Furopeans, He is responsive
to our trust in him and he is willing to trust os. I
am not afraid of trusting and belisving in you, my
fellow Christians, from among the Banin peoples,
I believe yon trust me. We can work together in
a common cause with mutual confidencs.”

PANDIT BHAWANI DAYAL

\ANDIT Bhawani Dayal is sailing for
]P India by the Karagola on Monday
next. His services for the Indian
community in South Africa are great.
They count from the time of the Passive
Resistance. struggle. Though not by any
means robust in health both he and his late
wife dedicated their lives to the cause of the
community and suffered imprisonment. After
the struggle Pandit Bhawani Dayal settled
down at Jacobs near Durban and was con-
ducting a weekly journal Aéndi thus edu-
cating the Hindustani section of the com-
mupity among whom he wields a great
influence. Not only did he conduct this
paper but with the able assistance of his late
beloved wife he did. a good deal of social
uplift work in the neighbourhood. Whilst
in the midst of these activities Mrs. Bhawani
Dayal took ill and was called away. The
passing of his wife came ag a very heavy
shock to Pandit Bhawani Dayal and
naturally disturbed the peace of his mind
for some time. Time has, however, wornaway

the shock and the loss has only increased
all the more his devotion to public service.
Pandit Bhawani Dayal has been an ardent
worker of the Natal Indian Congress of
which he holds the honoured position of a
vice-president. He was a member of the
South African Indian Congress deputation
which visited India in connection with the
Class Areas Bill intreduced by the former
Government,

Pandit Bhawani Dayal is now leaving
this country for the Motherland, he says, for
good. We, however, hope the love of his
many friends in this land of his birth will
bring him back among them. His loss will
no doubt be felt by many and especially the
present Congress officials who valued
his services a .great deal. But we have
no doubt his loss to this country will be a
gain to India. She is need of every oné of
such ardent workers at the present time.
Indeed we feel more and more that the im-
provement of our condition in this country
is entirely dependent upon the condition of
India. Round table conferences and agree-
ments are all worthless so long as India is
not a free nation and cannot confer with
other nations on equal terms. We cannot

complain of the treatment we receive in this

country. What better treatment could slave
children expect? Itis because India is in
bondage that we and the representatives
of our Government can make repre-
sentations on bended knees to the Govern-
ment of this country for the removal of in-
sulting conditions imposed on our public
men who wish to visit this country such as
Ali brothers and swallow the insults without
a word of protest. A free India would not
be insulted in this manner nor would
she suffer such insults lying down as
she is now doing. That is why we believe

" that so long as India has not recovered her

freedom our position in this country will
never be improved. Hence Pandit Bhawani
Dayal'’s departure for India will be a distinct
gain to our Motherland and while heartily
joining in the farewell to be accorded him
by the various bodies on the eve of his
departure during the week-end we sincerely
wish that he may be blessed with health,
and long life to continue his noble services
for the cause of his country and his psople.
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Restrictions On All Brothers

Mzhatma Gandhi Criticises Action
Of Government

p————

Under the heading “A National Insult”
Mabatma Gandbhi criticises in the fellowing
terms the action of the Union Geverament
in imposing restrictions on Ali brothers.:—

The insulting and impossible (for a self-
respecting man) conditions imposed by the
Union Government on the Ali brothers in
respect of their contemplated visit to South
Africa demonstrate once more the truth of
the provarb, ‘The leopard cannot change
his spots.” One had thought that, after the
friendly agreement arrived at at the historic
round table conference, after the wonderful
work done by the Rt. Hon'ble Sastri in
South Africa, the insult offered to the Alj

brothers and_ through them to the nation

by the Union Government was impossible,
In view of the undertaking voluntarily given
by the Brothers, the Union Government
could have felt sure that they would never
deliver political speeches. With reference
to notabilities the sonvention is to assume
correct cenduct on their part witheut the
necessity of imposing galling restrictions.
And even when in such cases there is any

doubt about such conduct, the convention "

is to ensure safety through diplematic and
courteous channels. For instance in this

very case the Upion Geverament, instead -

of conveying the restrictions te the Alj
brothers, could have secured their purpose
through the Goverament of India=in so far

as it was legitimate. In no ease could -

they exact pecuniary security or impose a
rilliculous time limit as the Union Govern.
- ment have sought to do. It is to be hoped
that the Government of India will see that
this palpable wrong is righted, the restric-
¥ons wholly withdrawn and the Brothers
permitted to proceed to South Africa with-
out hurting their sel-respect and without
undue restrictions, direct or indirect, tacit or

implied,

Borough Land Sales

Anti-Asfatic Clause

—— ——————

Congress Protest To Adlﬁinistrator

The Natal Indian Congress hag addresssd g letter .
to the Administrator protesting against the con-
tinued inclusion of the anti-Asiati¢ clagse in the
sonditions of eale of borough lands comtignous to
Indian properties, and quoting the fellowing para-.
graph from the report of the Housing Board relative
to Indian housing conditions ip Dorbep :—.

“Although there is very little land available for
building purposes which ig owned by the Town
Council, several vacant pieces of ground contiguoys
to Indian-owned properties in Ward IV. and VI, of
the borough were inspected, certain ef which it
appeared could suitably be utilised for hounsing. If
the latter were put up for gale as residemtial sites
without the restrictive condition, it wounld poi
alleviate to any great extent the overerowding prob-
lem, but it tends to remove the sense of injustice
canged by previous land sales.”

The letter states : *‘Although i is nearly eight
months gince the report was submitted, the Durban
Town Council hag done nothing to carry out the re-
commendation referred to above, We undersiand .
that the Town Coancil now propése to offer for sale
certain land contiguons to Indian properties. In
view of the recommendation of the Hopsing Board,
our Cougress is anxious to learn the eonditions
under which the Comncil proposes to offer the pro-
perties to publie auction. The adyertising of pro-
perties takes place after having obtained your con-
sent and in the circumstances our Congress is not in
@ position to lodge any objection to sale of the land.

“Our Congrens feels that the land contiguous to
Indian properties should be sold fres of any res-
trictions go that members of our community will
have an opportanity of bidding for smeh land.
We have no doubt that any spplication by the -
Maunicipality of Dorban for your honour’s oonsent
will be withheld until our Congress has been given
an opportnnity to lodge our protest against the
selling of borough lands with restrietions.”

Mayville Health Board Spes
Indian

—_— . 7
For Unpaid Rates And Interest

An Indian of the Mayville district was the de-
fendant before Mr, Metolerkamp in a claim by the
Mayville Health Board for rates snd interest since
1927, amounting in all to £13 58, 6d. ) ,

. The aecretary, T. A. Jackson, in pointing out the
difficulty that was being experienced in seearing
the rates from some of the Indiaps of the district,
brought evidence {0 show that the defendant had
failed to pay in spite of repeated calls upon him,
He was the owner of a house on a quarter-acre plot
and had four tenants and was liable for the amount
elaimed. ‘ o

Defendant said he had paid for 1927 and 1928,
but conld bring no proof of the assertion. Ho
asked the magistrate to forego the interest, which,
in these two years, equalled the principal due.

It appeard the law allows interest to be exacted at
the_nte o.f 10 per cent. per month on unpaid rates
until the interest equals the principal, and in thig

- «<ase by reagon of non.payment the defendant was

obliged to pay £9 extra for the two yeara al one.
The magistrate gave judgment for the plaintife
with costa,
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“India In Bondage”

Mahatnia Gandhi On Its Proscription

Says Mahatma Gandhi in Young India :—

It would not have been in keeping with their
tradition if the Government of Bengal had not
followed up the prosecution of Sjt. Ramananda
Chatterjee by proscription of Dr. Sunderland's
innocent volume, The seizure consequent upon the
netica of proscription was effected with all the
pemp, indignity and offence the police wero able to
accompany their brave performance. For it is re-
worted that instead of politely asking Ramanda Baba
_ to deliver the copies in his possession, they ‘raided
" his office and took away 350 unbound copies, 101
cloth binding cases, 5 bundles of loose forms of the
book, one bundle of the pictorial dust cover and 44
bound copies of the book.’

. The police and the Government of Bengal are
welcome to the satisfaction of baving sabjected to
indignity one of the foremost journalists and public
workers of the land. Let them know that they are
by such scts sending up the barometer of dis-
affeetion, Helpless we may be to-day to avenge
sueh wrongs, but the time ia fast coming when we
pball no longer be so helpless, .

Anti-Asiatic Agitation In
The Transvaal

No Sign Of A Change Of Heart

The following are a few items called from a
Hransvaal paper which clearly show that Anti-
Asiatics are not at reat. With the strength of their
franchise rights they are active in making life
miserable for the unfranchised and voicelese people :

So-Called Invasion Of Suburbs

The invasion of the suburbs of Johannesburg by
Asiatios was strongly deplored at the half-yearly
meeting of the Rowettenville, Rosettenville Exten-
gion ‘and Townsview Ratepayers Vigilance Associ-
ation, held in the 8t. Mary's Parish Hall, Resettcn-
ville, on SBeptember 27.

The meeting, which took the form of a social
gethering, was excellently attended, among those
present being Mr. Claud Sturrock, the M.L.A., for
the distriot, and ‘Mrs. Sturrock, and Meesrs. H. J.
Crocker and M. Norris, sitting counciMors for
the distriet. :

In condemning the invasion of Asiatics, Mr. J.
Luyt, who was in the chair, stated that recently
protests against Asiatic licences in the area had
been all to no avail. (Criea of “Shame!”)

“However,” added Mr. Luyt, “we are goiog to
ghow our teeth, and will fight to the bitter .end to
put.an eng to this unpleasant invasion.”

“. A Chinese Licence Opposed

Residents of Tuorffontein and Forest Hill are
perturbed to learn that a Chinse has applied for a
general dealer’s licence for the shop and tearcom
at the corner of Forest and High Streets, TurfTontein.
Saveral residents have approached the Turffontein
and Forest Hill Ratepayer’s Association to take the

tter up. .

petition againet the granting of the licence has
beeh signed by residents in the immediate neighbonr-
hood of the premises, and forwarded to the Town
Clerk, and a copy to the applicant, The chairman
of the assoelation, Mr. A. Bhaw Reed, M.P.C., has

intimated his willingness to be pregent when
objections are heard.

Asiatics In Benoni
DIsTURBING FacTOR To WHITES

At the monthly meeting of the Bemoni Town
Council the housing problem for the poorer section
of the community (excluding Asiatics of coursc) was
the sabject under discussion.

Mr. J. H, Greybe remarked that the conditions
under which some paople lived in the east end of the
town were far from satisfactory. This was largely
the result of coloured people living alongside of the
whites,

He wanted a scheme whereby these unfortunate
inhabitants conld be belped to live under decent
civilised conditions.

It was decided to request the Kleinfontein Estates
and Township Co. to enforce the conditions in the
title deeds of the stands in the township, relative to
occnpation by coloured people.

Farewell Receptions To Swami
‘Bhawani Dayal |

Natal Indians Congress

A farewell raception will be accorded to Pandit
Bhawani Dayal Sanyasi, on the eve of his dopartare
for India on Sanday October 6 at 3-30 p.m., at the
Parsec Rustomjes Hall, Queen Street,. Durbanm, by
the Natal Indian Congreas.

Young Men’s Arya Samaj

Paudit Bhawani Dayal will be accorded & fare-
well reception by the Young Men's Arya Samaj on
Satarday the 5th instant at 6 p.m. at the Hinda
Tamil Institate, Durban. All members and the
pablic are cordially invited to be present. All
members are alao roquested to be present at the
Wharfsido on Sunduy evening to give the Swami &
splendid send-ofl.

Arya Pratinidhi Sabha .
A faraewell recoption will also be given to Pandlt
Bhawauvi Dayal by the Arga Pratinidbi Subha in the

Tamil Institute, Darban, on Sunday the 6th instapt
at 2 p.m, All are cordially invited.

I"ndian Question In East Africa

Pandit Kuazru Proceeds To London

' The Legislative Assembly discaesed the gituation
of Indisns in East Africa on a motion by Mr. K. Q.-
Roy, who drew attention to the apprehensiona of
Indians there, especially after the “dismal failure of
the Sastri Mission” says a Reuter's mcssage from
Simla. .

He expressed the opinion that the Federation of
Colonies was iutended to squeeze out the Indians,
Speakers urged the Government of India to con-
tinue the advocacy of the Indian case, |

Sir George Schuster, who was a member of the
Hilton-Young Commission, replied that, even if the
Sastri mission had failed, India should not lose hope,
for the cause now lay in London.

There would be no responsible government in
East Africa till the natives took a share in it. The
motion was withdrawn,

P’andit Hridaysnath Kunzu, who presided at the
last meeting of the Kest African Indian National
Congress, has gone to London to snbmit the Indian
cage to the authoritics before the Imperial Govern-
ment take action on the Hilton Young and Wilson's
reports on East Africa.
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The Expansion Of The White
Race

*Rates of Increase of Races and Nationalities,” ia
the subject of an article contribnted to the June
iseue of the World Unily Magazine, by Mr. Frank H.
Hankins, in the course of which be draws pointed
attention to the rising tide of race consciomsness
throughont the coloured world for the fatare peace
of the world. The writer declares that the white
stock of mankind ig increasing at 2 more rapid rate
than the coloured :

It has been estimated that the total increase
of all the white races is about 10,000,000 per year,
or fully four timea the increase of all the coloured
peoples combined. )

Then the white nations are now in possession of
nearly all those areas on the globe which are
relatively under-populated and which can, there-
fore, most easily maintain the additional hundreds
of millions that seem likely to Dbe added to the
earth’s inhabitants - during the present century.
This conntry, Canada, Argentine, Russia, Siberia
and Australia are incomparably less densely popu-
Iated than Japan, China or India. Finallg the white
world is enormously strong in material wealth,
productive capacity, scientific knowledge and nation-
al organisation. Uulees it should be divided against
itself, it seems Jikely to resist encroachments from
the darker races. Such wars as the Jast, however,
must hasten the day of their declining power over
coloured peoples and might lead to actunal invasion
of their territory by the latter. ‘

The Story of My Experiments -
With Truth

By M, K. GaANDHI ]

.
Part V. Chapter XXXI.

L Taar MeMORABLE WEEK !

After a short toor in Sonth India, I reached Bombay,
I think on the 4th April, baving received a wire from
Sit. Shankerlal Banker, agkiog me to be present there for
the 6th of April celebrations,

But, in the mennwhile, Delhi had already observed the
Aarfal on the 30th March. The word of Swami
Shraddbanendii and the late Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb
was law there, The wire about the postponement of the
harial till the 6th of April had reached there too late.
Delbi had never witnessed a Aaral like that before,
The Hindus and the Mogsalmans seemed united like one
man. Swami Shraddhsnand]i was invited to deliver a
#peech in the Jumma Magjid which he did. All thig
was more than the authorities could bear. The police
cbecked the karfal procession as it was proceeding to-
wards the railway statiop, and openied fire causing a
number of casualtics, and the reign of repression com-.
menced in Dethi. Shraddbanandji urgently summoned
me to Delbi. I wired back eaying I would start for
Delhi immediately after the 6th ‘of Apnl celebrations
were over in Bombay, .

The story of happeniugs in Delbi was repeated with
variations in Lahore aud £ mritsar. From Amritaar,
Dras. Satyaps! and Kichlu had sens me 8 pressing in-
vitation to go there. 1 was altogether unacquainted
with them a; that time, but I commuicated to them my
lntention to vigit Amritear after Delhi,

AT

-

On the morning of the 6th, the citizens of Bombay
flocked in their thousands to the Chowpati for a bath in
the sea after which they moved on in a procession to
Thakordwar. The procession in¢lnded a fair sprinkling
of women and childcen, while the Mussalmans joined ic
in their oumbers. From Thakerdwar, some of ms whe
were in the procession were takem by the Mussalma:iz
[riends near by where Mrs. Naidn and myself were madn
to deliver speeches, Sjt. Vithaldas Jerajani t
that we should then and there administer the Swadeshi
and Hindu-Muelim unity pledges to the people, but I
resisted the proposal on the gronnd tbat pledges should
not be administered or taken in precipitate hurry, that
we shonld be satisfied with what was already belng done
by the people. A pledge once taken, I argned, must not
be broken afterwards, therefore it was necessary that the
implications of the Swadeshi pledge shonld be clearly
understood and the grave responsibility entailed by the
pledge regarding Hindu-Muslim unity fully realised by
al! concerned. [In the end, I anggested that those who
want to take the pledges shonld again assemble on the
following morning for the purpose.

Needless to say that the sarisl in Bombay wus a ocom-

‘plete soccess. Full preparation bad been made for

starting the civil disobedience. Two or three things had
been discngeed in #his connection, It was decided that
civil disobedience might be offered in respect of such
lawe only as eaily lent themselves to being disobeyed
by the masses. The salt tax was extremely unpopular,
and 2 powerful movement had beer for eome time past
going on to secure its repeal. I therefore sugmested that
the people might prepare salt from ees-water in their
own honses in disregard of the Salt Laws. My other
snggestion was about the sale of proscribed literature.
Two of my booke, viz., Hind Swara; and Sarvodaya
(Gnjerati adaptation of Ruskin’s Uufe this Last) that
had been already proscribed came handy for this pur-
pose. To print and sell them openly seemed to be the
easiest way of offering civil disobedience. A suvfficient
number of copies of the book was therefore printed, and
it was arranged to sell them at the end of the mouster
Ieeting that was to be held that evenimg after the
breaking of the fast.

On the evening of the 6th, am army of volwmieers
iesued forth accordingly with this prehibibed liberatare to
eell it among the people. Beth Shrimati Sarojini Deri
and I went out in care. All the cepies were ssom sold
ont. The proceeds of the sale were #e be ntilised fer
furthering the civil disobedience campaign. Both these
books were priced at fonr annas per copy, but F hardly
remember anybody having purchased them from me at
their face valne merely.  Quite a large nwmber of people
simply ponred out all the cash that was in their pocketa
to purchase their copy, Five and ten rupee motes flew
out like anything to cover the price of s gsingle copy,
while in one case, I remember aving sold a ocopy for
fifty rapees ! It was duly explained to the people that
they were liable to be arrested and imprisoned for par-
chasing the proseribed literatare. Bub for the moment
they had shed all fear of jail-going,

It was subsequently learnt, that the Government had
conveniently taken the view that the bocks that had
been proseribed by it had not in fact been sold and that
what we bad sold was not held ag coming upder the
definition of proscribed literstare, The reprint was held
by the Government to be a new edition of the books that
had been proscribed and to sell them thus did nok con-
slitnte an offence under the law, Thin news cansed
general disappointroent,

The next morning, another meeting was held for the
sdministration of the pledges with rezard to Swadeshi
and Hindo-Moslim woity, Vithaldas Jerajani for the
first time realized that all is not gold that glitters. Only
2 handful of persons came, I distinetly .remember seme
of the sisters who wera present on that occasion. Men
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who attended were also very few. I had already drafted
"the pledge and brought it with me. I thoroughly ex-
plained its meaning to those prezent before [ adwisiater-
od it to them. The paueity of the audience ueither
pained nor surprised me, for I bave moticed this char-
acteriitic differemce in the popalar attitude—partiality
for exciting work, dislike for quiet constroctive effert.
The difference has persisted to this day, ‘

But 1 shall have to devote to this aubject a chapter by
itself. o return to the story. Oo the nighe of the 7thi,
1 started for Dethi and Amritsar. Oa reaching Mathura
on the 8th, I first heard echoes about 1oy probable arress,
At the next etoppage after- Mathura, Acharya Gidwani
came to meet me and gave me definite news tHat I was
to be arrested and offered servives bo ma if I ahould need
them. I thanked him for the offer assuring him that I
would not fail (o avail myself of it if and when I fels
necessary., :

Before the train had reaehed Palwal railway station, '

I was served with o written order to the effect that I
was prohibited from entering the borndary of the Panjab
a8 my presence there was likely to result in a disturbance
of the peace. 1 was asked by the police to get down
from the train. I refused to do so, saying, “I waab to
go to the Punjab in response to a pressiog invitation, not
to foment unrest but o allay it. I am therefoie sorry
that it is not poesible for me to comply with this order.’
- At iast, ‘the, train reasbed Palwal, Mahadev was
aceompanying me. I ssked bim io proceed to Delhi to
convey to Swami Shraddbanandji the news about what
had happened and to ask the people to remain calm. - He
was to explain why I bad decided to disobey the erder
served npon me and to euffer the penaity for disobeying
it, and also why it shonld spell vietory for our side if we
could maintain perfect peace in spite of any punichmens
- that might be inflicted npon me. '

At Palwal railway station I was taken ont of the train
and pat under police custody. A trgin from Deihi came
in a short time, I was made to enter m third ciass
carriage, the police party accompanying, On reaching
Mathura, T was tsken to the poliee barracks, but no
police ofticial could tell me as to whab they proposed te
do with me, or where I was to be taken next. Early at
4 o'clock the next morniog, I was weked up aud put in
a gooda train that was going towards Bombay. At noen
1 was again made to get down at Sawa1 Madhopur. Mr.

Bowring, Inspector of Police, who arvived by the muil

train from Lahore, now teok chargé of me. [ was put
in a firs 8lass compartwent with him. And from an
ordinary prisoner, 1 became a ‘gentleman’ prisoner: The
officer commenced . a long pavegyric of Sir Michsel
O'Dyyer. Sit Michael bad nothing against me per-
aoiially, ke weat: on; only he spprehended a distarbance
of thfl peace if I ¢ntered the Panjab and so on. In the
end, lie requested mé to returh to Bombay of my own
accord and sgree not to oross the frontier of the Panjab.
I replied that I could not possibly comply with  the
order ond that I was unot, prepared of my own accord to
go back. ~Whereupon, the officer seeing mo other help
told mi¢ that he would have to enforce . the law against
me. - ‘Bat what do you want to do with me ?* 1. asked
bim. He teplied that he bimself did not krow, bat wns
awaiting further orders.. ‘For the present,’ he said, ‘I
din taking yon to Bombay,! L .
. Thas we resched Borat, Hore I was made over to
the charge of, gnother police officer.. “Yon are now free,
thié officer told me wheo .we had, reached Bombay. ‘It
woild however be better,’ hie added, Gf yoa get down
near Marine Lires where I ghall get the train atopped
for you. At Co}aba there is likely to. be ,3_big crowd.!
I told him that 1 would T:: glad to follow his wish, _He
wap pleated jand. thanked me for it Accordingly; I
alighted at the Marine Lines, Tﬁe carriage of a, friend
just bappened to be passing by. It took me aod left me
* ‘a} Revashankar Jhaver's place. Tbe friend told me
that the news of my arrest had incrnsed the pegple and
roused th’: m to a pitch of mad frensy.  ‘An, ontbreak is
a'biiréhehjed every minste near Pydbuni, the magistrate
aad the pelice have already arrived there,’ he added.

* Scarcely had I reached my destination when Umar
*Sohani and Anssuyaben arrived and asked me to motor
to Pydhnni at onee, *The people have beeoma impatient
tnd dre very tauch excitdd,' they eaid; ‘we danhot pacify
them. Your prasence al e cen do it.”
I got iato the oar. Neat Pydhnni, I saw that a hoge
crowd had gathered, On aceing me, the people went
mad with joy, A procession was immediately formed
and the sky was rent with the shoots of Vands Malaram
and dllaho Akbar. AL Pydbuni we sighted = .body of
monnted police. Brick-bate wire raining down fyrom
bbove. I besseched the crowd to be calm, but it seemed
48 if we would nob be able to escape the shower of the
brick-bata. As the proeession isened out of Abdnrrahman
Street and wa abont to procced towards the Crawford
Matket, it suddenly fonnd itaelf confronted by a body of
the mounted pelice who had arrived there to prevens
them from proceeding forther in the direction of the
Fort. The efowd was densely packed. 1t had almost
broken throngh the police cordon, 'T'here was bardly
any chanoe of my voice being heard in that vast eon-
bourde, Just then, the officer in charge of the monnted
police gave the order to disperse the crowd, and at once
the monnted party chargéd upon the crowd braadishin
their lances ag they went. For a momeat I felt that
would be hart. But my spprehension was groundless,
the laneed just grazed the car as the lancars awiftly
‘patsed by. “The ranks of the people were soon broken,
and they were thrown into utter confusion which was
doon converted iito ront. Some gob trampled under
fuot, others weré badly manled and croshed. In that
seetbing uidss of humanity, there was bardly any rooni

+ Idt the horses to pase, nof was there any exit by which

the peopls could disperss. So ibe lancers blindly eni
their way through .the orowd. I bardly imagine they
could gea what théy wefe doing. The whole thing pre-
sented s mioet dreadful specibcle. The hordemen and
the people ware mixed togethér it mad confusion.

Thus the crowd was disparsed and its progress
checked. Onr motor was allowed to proceed; I liad it
stopped bofor the Coriissiciér's Office. 1 ot dowh to
complain to bim absut the eondhot of the police.

South African Indiaiy Congress
PUBLIC NOTICE

The aweitisn of lié inaiih community
is drawa te thé fact that where legitimate
complaifits exist in regard t6 Railway and
Postal services; they afe asked to lodge such
complaints in writing Wwith the Proviricial
Congresses of Didtrict Congresses in which
they are resident ur with thie South Africat
Idian Congress direct, when such com-
plainis will be taken up with the Departmatit
concéned. | |

. Joint Hon.
Gep Sseretdries,
S_.AJ. Congraes.
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