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_NOTES

EXT Sunday Darban will have the rare privi-
lege of welcoming a very distinguished visitor
in the person of the Saltan of Zanzib_ar,

Sayyid Khalifa Bin Harnb who is accompanied
by Prince Abdulls, his only son, and his secretary
Sheikb Bin Soleiman and other members of his
stafl. The Sultan recently visited England and is
now returning per .the Windsor Castle.  Last
Monday ‘& royal welcome was saccorded the
Sultan at Capetown and the Durban Corpora-
tion are preparing to accord him a civie recep-
tion at the Town Hall on hie arrival on Sunday
morning in which the Indian community bas been
permitted to join. The Indian community is exceed-
ingly pleased to have this unexpected privilege of
welcoming the Sultan on theseshores. We heartily
join in welcoming the Sultan, and pray that
Heaven’s choicest blessings may be showered upon
him. From Durban the Sultan will be esiling
by the boat going to Zanzibar. The Sultan will
be entertained to lunch by the Qrient Clab.

We thank Pandit Bhawani Dayal Sanyasi for
sending ns figures obtained by him of Indians who
have left South Afriea under the Assisted Emigration
Scheme from lst Jannary 1929 to 30th June 1929,
They are as follows;—348 men, 155 women, 161
boya and 146 girls making a total of §10.

Writing on Mr. Andrews' letter to Mahatma
Gandhi regarding Mrs. Sarojini Naidu's visit to
America, the Leader sayg :—

At a time when Indian culture and Indian
civilization are much misunderstood and misinter-
proted abroad, it is of the greatest importance to
Indian interests, that we should be sending from
India regularly to America, tbe dominions and other
countries of the West Indians of culture and refine-
ment, who would interpret India correctly to the
‘world. To mention one great advantage. In the
dominions where Indians are denied full rights of
citizenship conditions would greatly improve if the
average white citizen could have an opportunity of
coming into contact with a Sarojini Naidu or Srini-
vaea Sustri, Snch meeting would help greatly to
remove the white man's notions of his racial Bupe-
riority born of an imperfect understanding of Indian
eapacity.

Ly dinr—— ¢

‘Who is it, I ask, who says that the lands (of
Africa) rightly belong to the natives? I do not
think that they do belong to the natives,..We came
fo Africa to take up land, and we shall take up
more land too” These views were expressed by
Mr. L. F. Moore, the leader of the elected members
of the Legislative Council of Norlhern Rhbodesia in
the course of a criticiem of the Hilton Young Re-
port. The condition of the depressed classes of
India has from time to 1ime for reagsons which need
hardly be explained evoked the syropathy of many
an Anglo-Indian die-hard, Recently it bas evoked
t!:e sympathy of Mr, Hughes, ex-Premier of Austra-
lia, who has beey telling the world how these people

AND NEWS _
7~

are being wronged by the educated classes. How
one wishes, writes the Leader (Allahabad), that these
people counld be persuaded to take some interest in
the doings of their fellow-whitemen who have been
responsible for a number of very grievous wrongs
done to the native races of the Empire. In In_dla.
progressive Indians of all communities are showing
interest in the well-being of the depressed classes;
various organisations are at work devoting tim_e and
money and energy to the uplift of this section of
their countrymen. Batin Africa, the native who
has saffered at the hands of his white trustees as few
nations of the world have suffered, has still to face
the hostility of the white immigrant. He has been
robbed of his lands, taxed beyond his capacity to
pay, so that he may be forced to work for wages at
the white settler's farms, and in other ways pre-
vented from improving his prospects. And when
an attempt i5 made to prévent the white settler
from making further encroachments on lands of
the African, and to promote his moral and material
advancement, the white settler offers opposition.
Here is the instance of Mr, L, F. Moore who pro-
claims nnabashed that he and others of his race who
are settled in Africa would rob the native of more
Jand. Frankness is always to be welcomed, but
how do the Government propose to deal with these
birds of prey ?

“MECURY” ON THE POET
' AND INDIA

HE Natal Mercury itva leading article
discussing the Poet Rabindranath

Tagore and India has chosen to hurl
an unwonted insult toboth. The Editor
of the Nalal Mercury is a rabid conservative
and is a strong believer in keeping the great
Dependency of India ever adependency. Any
attempt made therefore towards equalising
the West with the East or to blend them
together is simply poison to him and to think
thata European should become a traitor to his
creed and take a prominent part in bringing
East and West together would naturally
raise his wrath to unbounded limits. Qur
contemporary was therefore evidently not
in a particularly happy mood te see
Mr. C. F. Andrews taking pains to ‘publish
a collection of letters addressed to him by
Rabindranath Tagore (*Letters to a Friend "
published by George Allen Unwin Lid)
which bas given birth to the article in
question. _ '
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”
Well we shall not say much about the ability
of Rabindranath Tagore. India of course re-
cognises and respects him as her National
Poet and Philosopher but the tributes he
has won from the civilized European world
is also so great that our contemporary’s
voice is simply lost in the din of those tri-
butes. Its attack on India, however, requires
some consideration. Katherine Mayd's
works on India seems to have attracted our
contemporary more than the works of the
world-famous Poet Rabindranath Tagore.
Of course both are world-famous.
Katherine Mayo cannot be ranked second
in her fame, But the differerice is that while
Tagore is praised for his poetical works the
latter is denounced by the whole of the
civiliised European world for her misstate-
ments, exaggerations and utter immodesty.
But people’s tastes are not always alike.
Some havé refined tastes, others’ tastes are
purverted, Itis a matter of habit. And
our contemporary’s taste can be coufted
among the second class mentioned above.
Eastern has always’ done, but Western,
civilization tod has taught s not to look at
the evils of another but to copy another’s
virtues, Therefore, while the virtues of
India are being brought to the forefront
we do not know what earthly purpose is
served by constantly pointing a finger of
scorn to her evils. Those who have
spoken of the virtues of India have never
refused to admit heér evils. [f the Nata/
Mercury has in its wisdom and in accord-
ance with its understanding of modesty
thought fit to pointout to us the evils of

our county we are as much prepared to

admit them all, even though théy may be
exaggerated. We are ashamed of them,
we are atoning for .them, But those evils
are now on the wane. There is a vigorous
movement on foot to eradicate them: The
progress towards their eradication is a
thousandfold greater than their growth.
Our contemporary’s. quotations from Dr. N.
S. D. Phadke’s speech in 1927 that: “No
more efficacious and sure means than child
marriage cold have been devised for the
production ofan unfit race,” and from Mrs.
Aparna Devi's speech at the all-India
Women's Social Conferencz in Calcutia
that “We are a dying race, and unless we
are prepared to stem the gathering down-
rush of Hindu society by something strong
and tangible we should soon sink into
oblivion” only proves our case, that vigorous

steps are being taken to eradicate those
evils.

But after all said and done, who is to be
ashamed more than anybody else of these
evils in India? It is, we would venture to
suggest, 2 hundred and sixty years’ of
British rule in India that 1s responsible for
these evils. British Government in India
have exploitéd the country and kept her
people in servitude all these years. They
are responsible for the communal strifes,
they are responsible for all the cast divisions
and social evils. For their only motto has been
to divide and ruleand they have done nothing
for the uplift of the people. India is now
awakened, and the Government can boast
of mi?hty little contribution in the great
social reform work that is now afoot in that
county.

One word more in reply to our con-
temporary. If there are two Indias are
there not two Englands and two Africas?
Are not sufficient evils wrought in the Ball
rooms? have not the pulpits had to cry out on
more thad ore occasion against the growing
degeneration among the people and to
the evils of marriages at will and devorces
at will? Does not the existence of a large -
coloured population in this country speak
eloquently enough of the morals of the race
that our contemporary has the honour to
represent? Is not the treatment of the non-
Europeans by the Europeans in this country
something akin to the treatment of the un-
touchables in India? Enough said, Let
not people living in glass houses throw
stones at others.

In conclusion, if our contemporary ia of
the opinion that India is just good enough
to be exploited by the West and that the
West has nothing to learn from her
India is net over-anxious to teach the
West. She can keep her learning to
herself, Butlet it not be forgotten that
the first lessons of civilisation, namely,
to clothe their bodies, were taught to the
West by the East and perhaps time will
show if the West has not yet to learn some-
thing from the East. East is always eager to
learn from the West and shall continue to
do so. . We are not as pessimistic as to
think like our contemporary that the twain
shall never meet. We are still hopeful of
the day when, as is 80 beautifully sung in that
hymn, “we shall meet each other better
when the mists have rolled away.”
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The Two Indias'

{Wo reproduce the following leading article under
the abovg heading from the Nail Mercury  dated
July 22 -— .

1¥ it is diffienit to look at Indis tbrough Western
eyes without quoting Kipling’s well-worn phrase it
is because he had the apt pen that rounded aﬁ the
anbridgable gulf between East and West with an
nnforgettable sentence 88 irue to-day as when he
wrote it. Kipling is a little outmoded now since &
gwooning intelligentsia, turning their superior backs
apob his fortbright Englishness, mocked _their
brows fhree times upon the ground over wblc.h thee
picturesque robes of Indian culture l_m.d trailed—
Indian colture topped by the flowing curls of
Kabindranath Tagore, the seer of Santiniketan, he
whom his admirers capitalise a8 The Poet, breathing
the appellation reverently. Verily the. cult of I_io-
tary becomes almost a virtae when it is set beside
the bunk of a certain Enasterf “cnltare,” the adora-
tion that a Western coteric bas lavished npon “The
Poet,” who, in writing to Mr. C. F. Andrews, says:
“Unfortunately, poets cannot be expected to enjoy
lacid intervals for long. Directly some new gub-
ject takes possession of their minds, they become
pacless for all decent purposes. They are intellece-
\nal gypsies; vagrancy is in their blood,” And that,
it would seem, rather gives “The Poet” away.

Mr. O. F. Androws has been at pains to publish a
collection of the numerous letters addressed to him
by Rabindranath Tagore (“Lotlers to a Friend,” pub-
biished by Gearge Allen & Unwin, Ltd) Bit for all
the disciple’s rhapeodising on his hero’s theme, one
camnot avoid the conelugion that “The Poet” is, in
truth, 8 rather tedions and far from lacid com-
mentator, Whose sapposed “‘mysticism” derives from
a characteristically Eastern gift of flowery and
meaningless rhetorie. Reading him gide by side
with an expogure of the sadism and sex obsession of
a degenerate India euch 2s one finds in Katherine
Mayo's lateet book (‘“‘Slaves of lhe Gods,” by Katherine
Hayo, published by Jonathan Cape), one realises the
unreality of Eastern “cnlture” a8 preached to us by
the picturesque “‘Poet”” It is but the thinnest of
crosts over the essentinl stagnafion of a vast nation
givep over to & mode of life abhorrent to_our West-
ern civilisation. The poets dream their dreams and
let their pens meander. The wise men of the East
come to us and lecture us on a proper understanding
of their Mother India; But admiring 28 we are of
their eradition and mental equipment where such
are undeniable, yet it is impossible to shut cur eyes to'
an India that is 90 per cert. illiterate; that turns ity
myriad temples to brothels; that still has its vast
army of the “untouchables,” whose very shadows pol-
lute the caste Hindu; that permits the indeseribable
ovil of child marriage in the name of religion, so
that mature men of fifty and sixty consummate
marriage with little girls of eleven and twelve, It
is woefully easy to find authority for these and
maoy other evils permeating the whole of India.
Katherine Mayo quotes copiously from Indian
and European commentators. :

And in the face of their testimony how does one
keeop patience with “The Poet,” who spinsa web of
Iwcn'dﬂ about his simplest experience, glorying in his

‘irresponeible vagabondage, a kind of passion for
extravagaot idleness” ? He makes a voyage and we
learn that “the gea has been exceedingly rough, The
will east wind, playing its snake-charmer’s bag-pipe,
has made a myriad hissing waves raise their hoods
to the sky. ‘The rude handling by the sea does not
affect me much, but the gloom of uprest and the
tremendons rise and fall of the waves, the glant’s
beating of the breast in despair, depress my mind.”
He goes into the air in France and he tells us that ;

I have come back to the domain of dust from iy

. Calcutta said :

short asroplane career in mid-zir when my namesak.d
from the high heavens, the San, shed upon his
amile of amused tendernesy and soms’ vagabond
clouds of the April sky geemed to wonder if I were
about {o join their ranks’” Mr, €. F. Andrews
carefully explains that the allugion to the Sun re-
fers to “The Poet’s” name “Rabi.” which means
the Sun, Isit notall a little windy # And does
not Rabindranath Tagore presume a little on the
valne of Indian culture as worshipped at Santini-
ketan when he asserts that “It is for India to keep
her breast supplied with the Amrita {the divine
nectar) of wisdom with which to feed the new-bord
age and nourish it into a mighty fatore”? On the
“mighty fatare” of his own country such as Dr. N,
S. Phadle conld say in 1927: “No more efficacions
and sere means than child marriage ctuld have
been devised for-the prodnction of an unfit race’”!
In January of this year Mrs. Aparna Devi, speaking
at the All-India Women's Social Conference in
“We are & dying race, and unless we
are prepared to stem the gathering downrush of
Hindu gociety by something etrong and tangible we
should scon gink into oblivien...” The self-con-
fessed mental vagrant is of little purport in this de-
caying Indis, and if indeed “The Poet” is an “in-
tellectual gypsy” there is more evidence of a stray-
ing fancy than of real intellect in these lettors
collected and edited by one of his worshipping
circle,

South Afficans Who Have
Influenced The World

Mrs, Sarah Gertrude Millin author of “The
Coming of the Lord,” “The South Africans,” ete,
has contributed the following interesting article to
the The Ranr:i Daidy Mail.— R .

It cannot be said that the world would have been
strikipgly different if the thought and spirit of
South Africa had never penetrated it. Four people
living in Sonth Africa have managed to influence
tye world at large. Rhodes, Olive Schreiner, Gandhi
and Smuts, The most notablé, historically speak-
ing, is Rhodes. We know what we know of Rhodes,
wo think what we think of bim, but the truth re-
mains that he was a big man—a man whom Speng-
ler, in his “Decline of the West” could class with
Caesar and Alexander. Who can tell, indeed, but
that the descendants of the very people who
now hate Rhodes most will one day londest acclaim
him, calling him a South African, calling him one
of theirs. After all, both Caesar and Alexander
were asgassinated. ,

We develop a kind of affection even for our
ancegtral villaing, A man must only be big enough
not to drop through the sieve of Time and he will
get his reward.

How Life Ought To Be

Nor was Olive Schreiner, who once tried to mateh
hersalf gpiritually against Rhodes, over-estimated by
her own conntrymen. Her lonely death, her scantily-
attended buarial, were a sad end to a life that had so
suddenly opened in youth to a world-efflorescence,
Call her a one-book woman, say that book is not all
it was once thought to be, but let South Africa at
least remember that Sonth Africa was a land hidden
nqtil ghe told the world of it. And what ias more, the
things we all knowto-day—she Lknew them soones,
By gome curions means—like a child who works
hng sums wrongly, and yet getg his answers right— -
Olive Schreiner solved for herself problems artistic,
s_;exugl and socisl. Nothing in her writing explaing
it, and, when the people who knew her personally
are gone, nothing ever will explain it—but she saw
how life ought to be,
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Well, they are gone now, these too,

The third of Sonth Africa’s world figures lives
still to trouble England from seme hermitage in
India. Bnt, whether England will be grateful to
us for it or not. it was in South Africa Gandbi learnt
his system of spiritual egonomics : non-co-operation
he calls it to-day—pateaive resistance he used to call
it here. Only now, as they veport, he has hecome
so passive that his passivity really amounnts to action.
If, for instance, employers and employes disagree
and a etrike is threatened, he doesm’t just let the
wrong-doer wear himself out in useless battling, he
mys: “These are conditions I suggest to you. If
you do not follow them, I shall starve myself to
death. -And, of course, that threat settles every-
thing, It is tyranically effective. And to think
that, but for South Africa, Gandhi might have been
8 petty lawyer and never a gaint !

How long is it since he left ua ? Half a genera.
tion ago. He spent his last days in Sonth Africa
fasting too, He didn’t look, at his farewell banquet,
where he pat festively with a cup of wuter before
him, 28 if he could survive another year. And
there he is, in India, still keeping others from doing
what he believes to be wrong by punishing bimself.

However, we didn’t produce Gandhi, we only de-
veloped him. What developed his old antagonist,
Jan Smutd, whom we did prodnce, heaven knowa.
How does Smuts, born in Sonth Africa, bred in
South Africa, come to be a South African...? Well,
how does Bernard Shaw come to be an Irishman ?
How does any “different” being incxplicably spring
up from the commonalty ? No wonder we cannot

“underatand these beinga, and they cannot make con.
tact with us. They are not of their time and en-
vironment and heritage, They ar¢ different. Hore
and there, somewhere in the world, they BGud a
queer and nnexpected affinity, bat at home they
must sit oddly and alone,

Jan Smuts’s English Disciple

‘Who would have thonght that General Smuts, &
lawyer, a soldier, 8 statesman, & whole-blood Boer,
would have discovered on the coast of Dorset, in &
once-arrogant young critic of letters, an Englishman,
his most vebement disciple? These reflections
about-South Africa’s place in the world have, in
fact, been induced by the strange news that Mr.

John Middleton Muarry is bringing out shortly a.

book called “God,” which has been directly inspired
by General Smuts's "Holism.'

In 8eptember General Smuts is going to Earope
to renew his associations with that lurger world in
which after the war he played so notsble a part.
It is very likely that when the South African Party
is dead, and the XNational Party is dead and the
partisans of the parties thut sncceed them are dead,
children in South African schools will be tanght
that the noblest thing which had its root in the wur
was created by an Americun professor with the
assistance of & South African lawyer. They will ba
tauebt abont Wilson and Smuts and the Leagus of
Nations. Bot who will ever toll themm this thing—
that the first apostle of Jan Smnuts's philosnpby was
an Englishnan, a poet, 3 novelist, once the sditor
of Zhe Athenaeunt gnd literury editor of 7/ Nutinn,
an authority on style, the bustund of Kutherine
Manstield, and now a2 mun suddenly become a re-
clase, brooding in eolitade over the problem. art,
and godhend, and editing for no wore than smne
mysterions epiritusl swurd perhaps the best of
Enuliuh periodicalg—T%e New ."Iffllffu'? How phil".
sophers will nltimately place “Holism,” who shall
my 7 Lot js it not romuntic, this elnergence of
John Middleton Murry ss 8 supporter of Genern)
Smuta's thenry of Permonology—which be hinself
calla Metaljology ?

The Single Root
What s stranger still is that these two beings so

different—the onea man .of affairs and the other
virtually a bermit, shonld have found their theories
growing from the eame root=—and that root a con-
sideration of the genius of the poet. It wea the
thought of Shakespeare, Goethe, Kcats, Walt Whit-
man that, forty years ago, set General Smuts
thinking of this gueer thing—personality—thia
mystic thing developing ultimately into godhead.
It was the thought of Jesus, Shakespeare, Keats,
Tcohehoy, concerning all of whom be has written
books, that led Mr. Murry to the association of art
and religion, and the nltimate meaning of both. To
this meaning General Smuts's “Holism” has helped
him—how effectively cannot yot be said, for his
book will not be ont until the English autnmn.

Still lera can it be prophesied with what degros
of satisfaction General Smuts will view Mr. Muarry’s
enlargement of his theory. and of how many ex.
ponenis of that theory he will be the Gest. The
Bomnntic fact remaina that ho—just he—is the

rst.

Indians In Fiji

Me. Hy. 8. L. Polak, Hon. Sccretary, Indians
Overscas  Associstion, bas ocontributed the following
article to the epecial jubilea number of Ths Vaidik
Sundesh (Fiji) :—

In the lifetime of a Nation a period of fifty ycars is
very short, but, at the same time, it may be very critical.
The fifty years that have elapsed since indentured
immigration was first opened to Fiji bave seen the
rise and full of the syetem, the fatile attempt to replace
elave labour with semi-servile labour, and the recognition
of the fally snd the cruelty of the system of indenture.
It sometimes takes A long time to teach men wisdom.
Seil-interest 8o oftca stands ip the way and thers is
bardly s cusc koown where employers have not fooght
bard agninst a system of free and digaified laboar,
eveg when they bave realised the nneconomic processes
snd conditions of an unfroe system. I should like the
Fiji lodiana to remember that they owe the present
comparutive freedom of labour and the abolition of the
indenture syrtems to the efforts and eacrifices of their
conntrymen in Nouth Africs, and to those great conutry-
men in India and & select band of Esglish colleagnes
who fooght patieatly for many years in South Africa,
Iodis and in Loodon, for the dustroction of an indefens.
ible aystem, and the liberution of its victims. As one
of those who, during that strugyle, worked hard 10 bring
the system to ug end and to establish conditions in which
those Indians overscus might grow and develop freely
aud vigorously, § huve bad great pleasnre in responding
to the request of the Editor of the Vaidik Sandesh to
send o few lines on the occusion of the Ardhs Sbatabdi.
It will tuke many years get before the Indinn community
of Fiji, a8 well as the ather countrics that suffered npder
the indentured aystem, will hnve emancipated themselvea
entinly from ite shume and its stain, bue che yast
ought to be n-ud as a stepping etone to the futare, and
the present shonld be employed to the fall by those who
toduy nre privileged to build wp that fotore. Let the
Fiji Indiun community recoliect, not so much the
trugedy  of the indenture syatem, bot rather the
emmacipation that bas fullowed xod been achieced by
arduons work wnd great eucritice.  This must be the
fouadutinn of the future thut is a-building.

Two more clements ate needed for the succwssful
crection of the new sructore, Oune {s Unity.  Without
it nothing more aill be wchieved then was achieved at
the Luilding of the Tower of Buhel. Withont ity Indians
who ore ill-orgnnised will ulways he nt the meroy of a
soul) lighly-orgnnised und welfecontered minority, Withoat
it, it will sever ba pownible to nmmke any neeful contri-
bution (o the Mahethd,  Withayt it, voloniul-boen
Indin witl wdd o lanrels ta the Mothereountry's arown.

The second is Education,  An uneduented cownunily
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is on ignorant cominonity, & weak community, u com-

munity easily mieled by its own selfish so-calied leaders

and by the selfishness and greed of others. An educated
commanity knows what it wanta and can achieve its end
intelligently, I ure the term “edueuted” in its very
widest svnne, in the seope jn which some of the wisest
wen bave siways nsed it. Unles education aims st the
gpiritoal _ welfare, the jutellectoal progress and the

physical vigoar, it is incomplete and defective. [ would
ssk my friends in Fiji to beware of sectarianism and
communalism as they would beware of the devil. It is
got wen that are untoncbable, bot wrong ideas and evil
concepts. Theideas of brotherhood snd muotus! co-
operation ahould be religions pasgions. The ideas of
separateness and motoal  bostility should be abhorred
with equal fervour, .

I fee!l sare that if the Indises of Fiji will remember
these things, they peed bave no fear whatever as to the
permanency sud usefuloess of their future and I wish
sli good fortune in their efforta to attain it

British Columbia Sikhs Wel-
come Rabindranath Tagore

The following address was presented to the Poet
Rabindranath Tagore by the Sikhs in British
Columbia when he visited that place last April :—

- We, the representatives of the Khala Diwan
Society, bave been asked to present to you on behalf
of the Sikh commaunity, this slight token of oor
gratitnde to you for the wonderfol affection yom
have shown us by crossing the Pacific Ocean and
enduring the storms at your very advanced age and
in your enfeebled state of health in onder to bring a
memage to Canada from our motherland and also to
help nus who are residents here and give us en-
conraxement and spiritual advice. We deeply re-
gret that your ill health prevented you from being
present in person at onr fvetival in Victoria bat we
anderstand how diflicalt it has been for you to make
incesmunt journeys in all kinds of weather, and we
would spare you as much as we can.

We thank you for sending over to s your re-
presentative Dinabaodba Aodrews who has con-
veyed your kindly mesmge to s We assure you
that we shall take to beart the words of advice
which he baa broaght us from you snd that we shall
do our ntmodt to prove ourselves worthy citizens of
this land of Canada wherein we live, as well as
India, the Motherland from whence we have come.

" Wo would ask yoa to put our humble gift to any

purpose in your own work in India which you your-
solf may choose,

The Poct's Reply

I want to tell yon what a very deep pleasure it
hsa given me to meet yon my fellow-countrymen,
who represent the Kbalsan Daiwan Society. (the
Sikh communnity) both of Viotorin and Vancouver,
aud indeed of the whole of Columbia

My sorrow was very great jundoed when I becamne
80 unwell after my Jeclure on Satarday nicht that
it was quite impoesible for me to fallil my engage-
ment aud come over (Ao Victoria in order to be
present at your anuual festival on the blrlilday pt
Gurn Gobind Singh on Raiskhi day. You will
know how eager ] was not to diappoint you. Bat
God's Providence ondered it otherwise: and it was
not in my power to make the jooruey to and fro
without serions breukdown in health which I was
toable to risk at so critical & moment in my travels.
1 assare you that it was ouly at the very lsst minaute,

-

and onder strict necessity, that I refrained from
going to Vidtoria; and I thank yon for understand-*
ing that necessity, aud for sympathising with me in
my infirmity which wakes all this travelling so
diffienit. I know how great the disappointment
must have been to you and especially to the women
and children. It is very good of you to show your
affection to me in this loving manner and I can
assure you with all my heart that it in fally ve-
turned by me to yon all. .

Ever since 1 was a young boy I have bad the
greatest admiration for the Sikh community and the
Sikh religion of which Gura Nanak was the founder.

My father took me to Amritsar when I was quite a
voung child and we stayed there for some consi-
derable time joining daily in yoor worship. He
used to go early every morning to the Golden
Temple and I used to go with him. He would sit
for a Iong time listening to the reading of the sacred
scriptures and the singing of the sacred hymns. - It
was & wonderfal experience for me and though I
was too young to understand, nevertheless I could
foel 2 deep emotional religiona spirit and enter in-
stinctively into the experience of those who were
present. Then at evening time, again, each day, my
father wounld take me to the Golden Temple. Thus
1 got to know and love the Sikhs even from a child,
and the pure worship of the Sikhs with their
beantifu} music impressed my youthfal mind.

Alas, T used to listen with awe and wonder to the
stories of heroistn which I heard recited I heard
how the Sikh Guros and their followers gave ap
their livea when their religion was persecuted and
this won my heart. The stories of their great gacri-
fice, without offering in return any violence, com-
pletely captured my young childish immagination and
I would listen for hours to the beautiful story. Then
my father took me to the Himalayas beyond Simla,
hoping there to find a retreat where he could pass
his days in solitude and prayer, but he counld not
find it so he took me back to Bengal.

Weverthelesa, even when I went back to Bengal,
the memory of those weeks in the Panjab among
the Sikh community, while my father wors!npped
every morniog aond evening with them still re-
mained fresh and vivid to my mind, and when I
became a poet I wrote different poems and songs
about the heroism of the Sikhs, . A

It is a great joy to me to find that here in _tlns
distant land you still keep up your own religions
faith and do not neglect your Sikh religion. That is
the right thing to do if yon want to remsain in this
dJistant cowntry with moral character and good.mml
and family traditions sach 38 those which still re-
main in Indis itselt. : .

I am 80 glad to find that this Khalea Diwan
Society is the centre of your own life in British
Columbia. That is quite right and proper and good.
For withont that binding link yoa are l:!ound to fall
to pieces. Bat if you keep this binding force of
gour own pare religions faith intact, then you will
preserve yoar character also and your family life
will be good and pare. Yon wust cling together
and help one another, Do not let any 5nember of
your commuuity come to grief and ruin throngh
yoar ueglect.

Secomdly. you must remember that you are guests
in a new conutry and you have to observe the first
1aw of hogpitality, which is to accommodate your-
galves aa far as possible and pay every consideration
to the manners and customa of this new couniry
where your own children are being born and.wl!ere
you yourselvee have elected to live. This 1 a
necessity in every conntry where peopls emigrate if
goodwill and friendly feeling are to be obeerved.
This does not mean that yon are to siter youar gln
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good customs and manners of living, but rather that
yon are to peek at every point to find a commmon
meeting place where your own life and the Canadian
" Yife coincide. To put what I wish to pay in two
=words, you should do your very best to prove your-
gelves “‘Good Canadiana.” . :

If yon do this and become proud of the ideals for
" which Canada stands you may be certain that in no
distant period you will gain your citizenship. There-
fors, as'one who haé a deep affection. for you, ]
woitld urge yon to follow your Gurus who lived a
pure life according to the apirit. Garn Nanak
gought to identify himself with everything that was
good in Islam. He trjed to unite the ideals of the
two religions. So it is necessary for you to Jearn
how to unité the two ideals of Canada and Indis,
and I am rare you!wil| doit. o

You mnst keep the spirit of your religion and nat
merely the letter of it. Jt is the moral value of
your religious faith that ia unchapgine. Its oat-
ward obeervances may be modified in order to meet
the new conditione of Canadian life, but on the
other hahd there should be no change in the great
moral injunctiong which Guru Nanak and all the
Sikh Gurus gave you. If you can thus fulfil the
spirit of your religion you will be able to unite
Ingdia and Capada together in your own lives and in
the Jives of your own children. The best Canadians
will understand yon apd will also respect yoor
rejjgion and thus there will be a growth in inter-
national friendehip and goodwill.

I thank you with all my heart for the affection
you have shown me and the love you have given
me,

Sarojini Naidu’s Success
In America

‘Sarojinl Naidu’s visi. has Lcen amazing., She
has wgn all hearfs, and ] have been hearing nothing
but praise about her visit everywhere I have .gone,
in Canada and in the United Stetes,” writes Mr. C.
F. Andrews jn 8 letter to Mahatma Gandhi. Bhe
has the gifz of eloguence, which is so greatly
treasured here and she has given hergelf unsparingly
in sacrifice and devotion for the canse. It has been
very beauntiful to yoe to come into some great city
like Chicago, or Winnipeg, or Moutreal, long after
her visit, and to hear from all whom I met what a
lasting impression she has made, It would be im-
posgible to speak too highly of what hes been
socomplished by hér Iong stay in this country. She
must certainly come back, rgain and again. For
she has won the heart of the West, and they will
never forgef her. Friendship, such as she has won,
mugt Gever be lost.” Those who know Quebec ‘best’
tell ime that the next time she comes she will have
a mach warmer reception (if that were possible)
even than that which was given her on her pregent
vipit. ' For she Will start with a strong group of
earnest friends eager to help her in every part of the
country.’ _

‘One reason why I must come back in the antumn
to this country and to Canada is becanse I can do ro
much more now to emphasize what Sajrojini Devi
has said and make it firmly rooted in the hearts of
these very affectionate and warmbhearted people. In
the great struggle for freedom which lies before ua, we
mus{ have the goodwill of the West in this New
World. There is a freshness of enthnsiasm for India
here, whioh must on no scconnt be allowed to grow
stale and cold and dead. Wherever I have pone
there are frionds eagerly waiting to carry on  what
Sarojini Naidn hag tanght them to think and to do.’

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

. [BY M. E. Garpa1)

Part. V. Chapter XXIL

Tiug Fasr

For the firat two weeks, the mill-bands exhibited
great courage and welf-restraint, and daily held
monster meetings. On these oceasions I used to ro-
mind them of their pledge and they would rather
die than break their word. ' o

Bat at last, thoy began to show signs of flagging,
gust a8 physical weakness in men manifests itself in
iraseibility, thefr attitude towards tho blacklege be-
¢8ma more and- more menacing a8 the sirike seemed
to wesken, and I began to fear an ontbreak of
rowdyism on their part. The attendance at their
daily meetings aleo began to dwindle by degrees,
and despondency and despair were “writ large” on
the faces of those who djd sttend. Finally, the in-
formation was brought to me that the gtrikera had
begun to totter, I felt deoply troubled and eet to
thinking furionsly as to what my daty was in the
cironmstances, I had had experience of a gigantic
strilte in Sonth Africa but the situation that con-
fronted me here was different. The mill-hands had
taken the pledge at my suggestion. They had re.
peated it before me day after day and the very i:{ea
that they might now go back upon it was to me in-
conceivable, Waa it pride or was it my love for the
lsbourers and my passionate regurd for trmnth that
was at the back of this feeling,—who oan say ?

One morning,~—it was at & mill-hand’s meeting—
while I was still groping and unable to ses my way
clearly, the light come to me. Unbidden, and all
by themselves, the worda came to my lips: “Unlesa
the strikers rally,” I declared to the meeting, “and
continue the strike till & setilement {8 reached, or
till they leoave the mills altogether, I will not toach
any food.” '

The labourers were thunderstruck, Tears began
to course down Anasnyabai’s cheeks. The labonrers
broke out, "Not yon, but we shall fast, It wounld be
monstronsif you were to fast. Please forgive us for
onr lapse, we will now remain faithial to our pledge
to the end,” K

“PThere is no neod for you to fast,” I replied: *It
would be enongh if you oonid remain troe to goume
pledge. As you know, we are without funds and
we do not wan$ to continue our strike by living 'or
public charity. You shonld therefore try to eke
out a bare existence by some kind of labode un-
concerned no matter how long the strike may con-
tinune, As for my fast it will be broken only after
the strike is settled.”

In the meantime, Vallabhbhbai was trying to find
some employment for the strikers under the Muni-
cipality, but there wus not mnch hope of snccess
there, Maganlal Gandhi suggested thet as we needad
sand for filling the foundation of our weaving school
in the Ashram, a naihber of them might be employed
fort hat pnrpnee. The labourers welcomed the propo-
pal. Apasuyabal led the way with a basket on her head,
and soon an endless stream of labourers carrying
haskets of sand on their heads conld he geen issuing
ont of the river-bed. It was a sight 'worth
seeing. The labonrera felt themselves infused with
a new sirength and it became diffienlt to cope with
the task of paying out wuges to them. e

My fast was not free from a grave dofect. For,
a8 I have already mentioned in a previons chapter, I
enjoyed very olose and eordial relations’ with the
mill-owners, and my fast conld not bat affect thelr
decision. As a Satyagrahi, [ knew that I might not
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lfast against them but onght to leave them free to be

intinenced by the mill-hands’ strike alone. My fast
was not andertaken on acconunt of any lapse of the
mill-owners, but that of the labourers in "which, a8

their representative, I felt I had a share. With the -

mill-ownera, I covld only plead; to fast against them
would amonnt to coercion. Yet in spite of my
knowledge that my fast was bound to, a8 in fact it
did, pat pressure upon them, I felt I ooulﬂ not help
it. The duty to undertake it seemed to me to bé
clear.

1 tried to set the mill-owners at ease. “There is
pot the slightest need fcr you to withdraw f_rom
your position,” I said to them. But they received
my words coldly and even flung keen, deliberate
bita of sarcasm at me as indeed they had a perfect
right to do.

The principal man at the back of the mill-owners’

unbending attitude towards the strike was Sheth
Ambalal, His resolute will and transparent sincérity
It was a
pleasure to be pitched against him. The strain pro-
duced by my fast upon the opposition of which he
was the head cot me therefore to the quick., And
then, Saraladevi, his wife, wae attached to me with
the affection of a blood-gister and I ‘conld not bear
to see her anguish on account of my action.
" Arasayabai and a numbeér of other friends and
labonrers shared the fast with me on the firet day.
But after gome dificulty, I was able to dissuade
them from continuibg it farther. ) '

The pet resnlt of it all was that an atmosphere of
goodwill was created all round. The hearts of the
mmill-owners were touched, and they set about dis-
covering some means for a settlement. Anaspysbai's
house became the venue of their disenssions, Sjt.
Apandshankar Dbruva intervened and was in the
end appointed as arbitrator, and the strike was
called off after I had fasted for three days. The

ill-owners commemorated the event by distri-

uting sweets among the labounrers, and thus a
settlement was reached after 21 days’ strike.

At the meeting held to celebrate the settlement,
both the mill-owners and the Commissioner were
present. The advice which the latter gave to the
inill-hands on this occasion was: “You should
always act as Mr. Gandhi advises yon.,” Almost
immediately after these events, I had to engage in
a tussle ‘with this ‘very “gentleman.' But circum-
stances were changed and he had changed with the
circamstances. He pow set about werning the
Patidars of Kheda againet following my advice.

1 muet not close thie ohapter without noting here
an incident, a8 amuging a8 it wae pathetic. It
hsppened in connection with 'the dislribution of
sweets. The mill-owners had ordered a very large
quantity, and it was a problém how (o distribote it
among the thonrands of labonrers. It was décided
that it wounld be the fittest thing to disiribute it in
the open beneath the very tree under which the
pledge Had been taken, especially as it would have
been extremely inconvenient to asgemble them all
togethér in any other place, R ’

"In my simpli¢ity I had taken it for granted that
the men who had observed strict discipline for fall
21 days would, without any difficalty, be able to
remain sanding in an orderls manner while the
sweets were being distributed, and oot make an im-
patient scramble for them. But when it came to
the test, all the methods that were tried for ‘making
the distribution failed. Again and again their ranks
would break into’ confusion after distribution had
proceeded for a couple of minutes, The. leaders of
the mill-hands tried their best to restore order but
in vain. The confusion, the crush and the scramble
at last became so great that quite an amonnt of the
Bveets was gpoiled by being trampled under foot
anid the attempt to distribute them in the opeft had
tinally to be given up, With diffionlty we succsded in

taking away the remaining sweeta to Sheth Amb_a-
1al’s bungalow in Mirzapur. o sweets were die-
tributed comfortably the riext day within- the com-
pound of that bungalow. -

The comic eide of this incident is obvious, but the
pathetic side bears mention. Subsequent inquiry
revealed the fact that the beggar pcpulation of
Ahmedabad, baving got acent of the sweets that
were {o be distribujed under the Ek-Tek tree, had
repaired thither in large numbers, and it was their
hungry scramble for the swects that had created all
the confusion and disorder.

The grinding poverty and starvation with which
our country is aflicted is such that it drives more .
and more men every year into the ranks of the
beggara whose desperate struggle for bread renders
them insensible to al] feelingg of decency and self-
respect. And our philanthropists, instead of pro-
viding work for them, and insisting on their working
for bread, gave them alms, :

The Girl Of T_Q-_c_lay

E. I Tampoe’s advice in the following, reproduced
from The Indian Eadies’ Magasine for March will be
endorsed by many who are jnterested in the emancipation
and follest devefopment of thé girls of to-day : '

The girl of to-day is confronted with—

1. The difficulties of modern envirdnments;

2. Anti-war conditions of living;

8. Her absolute ‘emanoipation;

4. The growing and varjed demands made on her as
pever before; =~ = T

5. .The ever-incressing struggle for existence;

6. And last but not the leagt, the excess of women
over men, ,

These and similar conditions have led her to shape her
life as thongh she was meant to be, not a coroplinient to
man, bat his equal, whom she most replace sconer or
lﬂter. .- B $on “ o0 . . S

Such extraordinary performances as swimming the-
channel, piloting an aeroplane, captaining a ship, motor-
ing round the world, entering” Parliament, and flling
pulpits, may be ‘admirable and ' praiséworthy, ' But, in
doing these, 8 woman mieses her !;igl:esb vocation in Jife,

In the design of God, and the order of natare is the
man or woman the head in the home and family, in the
Church snd the State ? This is not e question of in-
feriority of ‘superiority in any respect, but of God's pro-
vidential and infinitely wisé order ‘of umature. "When a
woman forsakes her home for the pulpit or Parliament,
she'is forsaking her supreme opportunity in life. The
nations of the worfd néed wives'and mother. ' =~ °

The girl of to-day eeems to find her greatest delight
in doiog what mere men doea That a hesalthy ont-door
life 'with 4 kéedness for all sporte, and & liberal ‘and
higher edncation, esséntial, vot .only far her" well:-being
but also to the world at large, is commonplace. But
her freedom to develop soul, mind and body shoeld fit
her to be a more ideal wife and mother, than her :grand:
mother was. i

FarM, 512 acres for sale, completely fenced
and paddocked, thrée small buildings, plenty -
water, very 'good 'soil and ‘grazing. "Many
Indians in neighbourhood. ~:': o
Ful] particalars from:
JOH. BENCKEN,
- Land Agent,

~" Ennersdale,
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